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Ben Chavis has been
named CEO of H3
Enterprises, a publicly
traded company that is
planning an international
roll out of their
H i p H o p S o d a S h o p s .
Chavis, who is also
cofounder and President
of the Hip-Hop Summit

Action Network and former head of the NAACP, said the
HipHopSodaShops has the potential to create jobs, revi-
talize inner-city communities and provide educational
tools for a new generation. Several well known artists
have invested in the HipHopSodaShop franchise, includ-
ing rappers Juvenile and Juelz Santana and football play-
er Warren Sapp, who opened a store in his hometown of
Saint Petersburg, Florida. "My vision for H3 is to lead
the company forward to become the most profitable,
community conscious brand in the world," continued
Chavis. "We will utilize the magnificent talents of some of
our greatest athletes, artists, and entertainers to fulfill the
economic aspirations of the Hip-Hop Generation.We will
educate our youth about the benefits and power of invest-
ment and ownership, and about the tremendous econom-
ic opportunities that lie ahead for all of us."  H3 is also
producing an energy drink for Ben Gordon, titled BG7
White Tea Energy Blast, which was successfully test mar-
keted in Chicago.
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By: Hazel Trice Edney -
NNPA Washington Correspondent
LAS VEGAS (NNPA) – Some Black fathers

come home wearing a suit and tie every day.
Some may arrive wearing coveralls, speckled with
paint. Others come wearing a blue-collar uniform
after riding the garbage truck. Still others come
home after a long day of just looking for work.

No matter the circumstances, if they arrive in
the spirit of love, they bring a power to the home
that cannot be substituted.

That is the sentiment of men interviewed by
the NNPA News Service during the 100 Black
Men of America's 21st Annual Conference in Las
Vegas, last week.

With the theme, ''Taking Control of Our
Future'' as a backdrop, they all concluded one
thing: The experiences of a Black man in
America can be transformed into a mobilizing
force that every child can look up to and admire.

''You look at the way that this country was built
on the backs of Black men,'' says record produc-

Good And Bad Grades
For Wachovia Bank 

The Power Of The Black Father

People In
The News

Barbara Hillary, Harlem
native who turns 76 this
month, made history by
reaching the North Pole.
Hillary, a cancer survivor,
reached the pole April 23
and is believed to be the
first African American
woman to accomplish the
feat. Hillary set off from
Newark to Sweden and
Norway on April 14 and
then flew to a base camp
were she joined two guides

and other travelers. The group waited two days until the
weather was safe and then took a helicopter and skied for
a day to reach the pole. With average daily temperatures
between 20 and 40 degrees below zero, Hillary had less
than her usual energy. She said, “There were moments
when I thought, ‘Are you crazy, Barbara?’” Despite it all,
when she made it to the pole, Hillary said, “I was scream-
ing and yelling.” Representative Gregory Meeks is to
introduce a resolution in Congress to honor her.

Dr. John H. Jackson, will
become the Schott
Foundation’s new
President as of July 2,
2007. Dr. Jackson joins The
Schott Foundation after
seven productive years in
leadership positions at the
National Association for
the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP).
He replaces former Schott
President Rosa A. Smith,
Ph.D. and plans to take the
program successes she set in motion at Schott to the next
level. Dr. Jackson served as the NAACP Chief Policy
Officer and prior to that as the NAACP's National
Director of Education. Before joining the NAACP, Dr.
Jackson served in the Clinton Administration as Senior
Policy Advisor in the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) at the
U.S. Department of Education. Dr. Jackson also serves as
an Adjunct Professor of Race, Gender, and Public Policy
at the Georgetown Public Policy Institute. Dr. Jackson
possesses a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from
Xavier University of Louisiana; A Master of Education
degree in Education Policy from the University of Illinois'
College of Education; and a Juris Doctorate from the
University of Illinois' College of Law. In addition, Dr.
Jackson received a Master of Education and Doctorate of
Education in Administration, Planning, and Social Policy
from the Harvard Graduate School of Education.

By: Alvin A. Reid - Special to
the NNPA from the St. Louis
American

[Editor’s note: This article is
not for use by member newspa-
pers competing in the same
market in which it was written.
NNPA will deny access to
News Service content to publi-
cations that ignore this prohibi-
tion. Additionally, the NNPA
credit must be used on any arti-
cles downloaded. Again, NNPA
will deny access to News
Service content if editors con-
tinue to delete NNPA credit
lines.]

St. Louis (NNPA) - While St.
Louis is losing a locally based
financial giant, its new owner
has a solid track record when it
comes to diversity and minority
participation.

Wachovia Corp. has acquired
A.G. Edwards Inc., which will
be folded into Wachovia

Cornel West
Raps On Rap,
Snoop, Obama
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By: Paul Hailey
In a race pollsters are declaring as too close to

call, candidates Tom Leppert and Ed Oakley are
each depending on large voter turnout in
Saturday’s runoff election to become the next
mayor of Dallas. A recent poll conducted by
WFAA-TV showed businessman Tom Leppert
winning 47% of voters with councilman Ed
Oakley garnering 45% of voters polled.

Pollster Mickey Blum agreed that Saturday’s
race hinges on voter turnout. “It could go either
way,” Blum said. “It depends on who cares to
show up and who’s going to be pulling their vot-
ers. This is all about giving people a reason to
show up on Saturday.”

Not surprisingly, support for the candidates is
split among geographic, economic and racial
lines. Mr. Leppert, the north Dallas candidate
and the choice of business interests across the city,
is strong among white, older and more affluent
voters in the northern parts of the city. His strong
support in the northern sector may explain why

Mr. Leppert diligently worked
behind the scenes to obtain the
endorsement of former rival,
Mayor Pro Tem and southern

Tom Leppert
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State Senator Royce West
Responds To State

Representative Yvonne Davis
sor. Fact: The House parlia-
mentarian gave the concept a
thumbs-up. Fact: A commit-
ment that the bill would not
proceed to the Governor’s desk

without her amendments
provided Rep. Davis the
political leverage she
needed to let the bill
move forward. But
instead of working with
others, she decided to kill
the bill on a technicality
that could have been
remedied.

Furthermore, I made
several calls to the repre-
sentative - all un-
returned - trying to

determine what her issues were
with the bill. Thereafter, I
solicited the support of com-
munity leaders in Dallas asking
that they call her and request
that she not kill the opportuni-
ty to provide our young people
an affordable law school edu-
cation and that she work with
others to find common ground

In the 14 years you have allowed me to serve
as State Senator, I have not previously ven-
tured into an area that I must now proceed to
set the record straight. A letter has been
penned by State Representative Yvonne Davis
that mis-characterizes the
legislation in question, mis-
represents her own actions,
vilifies my use of acceptable
parliamentary procedures,
and attempts to call into
question, my record on the
protection of property owner
rights. The question that
should be asked is why would
Rep. Davis kill the chance for
our children to have an
opportunity to obtain an
affordable law school educa-
tion?

Dallas County residents need to ask why
Rep. Davis killed HB3057, a bill that would
increase protections for property owners as
well as create a law school in downtown Dallas.

Let’s look at the facts. Fact: HB3057 was a
bill that would have enhanced private property
rights. Fact: HB3057 was a legitimate vehicle
for the legislation to create the law school.
Fact: The concept was supported by the
House author of the bill and the Senate spon-

Securities. It will now handle
$1.1 trillion in client assets
and nearly 15,000 financial
advisors.

The combined retail broker-
age organization still is head-
quartered in St. Louis, with
the parent company based in
Charlotte, N.C.

Two years ago, Wachovia
became one of the first com-
panies (along with Eastman
Kodak) to acknowledge it had
profited directly from slavery.

Two banks it had acquired
decades ago had owned slaves
and benefited financially from
their possession.

The financial leader com-
missioned The History
Factory, a historic research
group, to analyze past hold-
ings and showed that one of
the banks, Georgia Railroad
and Banking Co., owned at
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And Then Were Two… Support
For Leppert, Oakley Split Along

Geographic, Racial Lines

By: Hazel Trice Edney - NNPA
Washington Correspondent

Washington - NAACP
Chairman Julian Bond says the
98-year-old organization,
which confirmed last week that
it is cutting 40 percent of the
staff at its Baltimore headquar-
ters, is appealing for public
help.

“We’ve asked our regular
supporters to redouble their
contributions and are asking

anyone who has benefited
from the work of the NAACP
to ‘show some love’ by putting
a check in the mail and
becoming a member,” Bond
told the NNPA News Service
this week.

But, that’s not all. He says
the organization has also
“called upon our board mem-
bers and SCF Trustees to give

NAACP Page 8

Running Away
From Blackness –

Or At Least Trying To

Facing A Financial Crisis,
Bond Asks Public To ‘Show
Some Love’ To The NAACP

By: James Clingman -
NNPA Columnist
As they say in New York,

“Fa-get about it!” It’s sad to
see some of our brothers and
sisters making every attempt
to deny who and what they
are. We hear it in their state-
ments, we see it in their
actions, and we feel it in our
relationships with one anoth-
er. Plain and simply, some
Black folks are trying to run
away from their Blackness.
They do it in all sorts of ways,
but it’s mainly to appease
white people in hope they will
see a “different kind of Black
person.” That’s how O.J.
Simpson used to be character-
ized, before they showed him
the doorway back to his
Blackness – even though he
still has not taken the hint.
Now it’s being said about
Barack Obama: “…he is not
Black in the usual way,” said
one White commentator.

We have some serious psy-
chological problems, obvious
vestiges of our conditioning
and maintenance over several
generations, but trying to run
away from who we are is the

height of madness for Black
people; besides, it’s rife with
futility. It is also shameful
considering the legacy left to
us by our forebears. Are they
lying cold in their graves now,
having sacrificed themselves
for our true freedom, for a
cause from which we are now
trying to distance ourselves?  

Obama’s statement,
“…There is no Black
America” is indicative of a
fear that we will be alienated
from White people if we do
not give deference to them by
suggesting that we are really
not Black, but rather we are
“neutral.” It seems to me
they would want us to be who
we are rather than pretend
and play silly games. When
it’s all said and done, they will
make their decisions about us
based on their respective
social paradigms and parame-
ters anyway. So why are we
scared?  Why try to run away
from your Blackness?

Obama tells Blacks not to
vote for him because he is
Black, which I am sure he is
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er Kashif, a former orphan who
is now raising two foster children
as a single father. ''You look at
the fact that millions of us sur-
vived the journey from Africa to
here. And we survived the jour-
ney of America. So, we have the
power to instill in our young
people how to build a nation of
resources,'' he says.

''The knowledge, the energy,
the development, when we're
there, the whole world is an
unlimited universe,'' says the
now millionaire, who, as Michael
Jones grew up in at least eight
foster homes in Brooklyn, N.Y.
''But, when we're absent, obvi-
ously that takes away from the
power of the Black family. Black
men bring power into a family,

Blackonomics

Letter To The Editor
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State Senator Royce  West
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¥ If you qualify. *Fees quoted above are minimum down payment needed to begin processing your case.

2730 N. Stemmons Frwy, Suite 409 • Dallas, TX 75207

817-277-0196 (Metro)

Open On Weekends

$69* DIVORCE
Family Cases

• Divorce / Annulment

• Child Support / Paternity

• Custody Modification

• Restraining Order

• Protective Order

• Name Change / Adoption

• Domestic Violence

Criminal Defense
• DWI / Suspended License

• WARRANTS Removed ¥

• 24 Hour Jail Release ¥

• Occupational license, felonies

• Protective Order

• Misdeamenor/Felonies ¥

Open On Weekends Easy Payment PlansEasy Payment Plans

214-638-5930
Law Offices Of Vincent NdukweLaw Offices Of Vincent Ndukwe

Around The Town

Ongoing
The Collin County Chapter

of the American Business
Women’s Association meets the
fourth Tuesday of the month at
Eldorado Country Club, 2604
Country Club Drive in
McKinney

Free Tenant Legal
Workshops are at 6 p.m.
Tuesdays at Douglass
Community Center, 1111 Ave. H
in Plano. Call 972-941-7174.

Alpha Beta Chapter of Beta
Sigma Phi a social service cultur-
al sorority meets the second
Monday of each month in mem-
bers home in Frisco, McKinney,
and the Plano area. Call 972-
473-9089.

Assistance League of
Greater Collin County meets
the third Wednesday of each
month. Visit www.assistance-
league-gcc.org.

"EVOLVE," a social network-
ing opportunity for women, meets
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. the second
and fourth Wednesdays of the
month at the northwest corner of
Park Boulevard and Coit Road,
Suite 202. Call 972-267-4452.

A free legal clinic is offered
for residents who meet low-
income guidelines, 6:00 p.m., sec-
ond Thursday of each month,
First United Methodist Church,
601 S. Greenville Ave. Applicants
must be Collin County residents
and income eligible. Call 1-800-
906-3045.

Free HIV Testing offered by
the LaSima Foundation from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. every Thursday at
two different locations. For loca-
tions and more information, call
214-928-9303.

The Frisco Housing
Authority is offering tenant-
based rental assistance to 22 eligi-

ble families and individuals for rental
housing in Frisco. Call 972-377-3031
for information.

Kumaasi African Ensemble
Dance Classes from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00
p.m. West African dance classes held
every Saturday at the South Dallas
Cultural Center, 3400 S. Fitzhugh Ave.
For more info call S-Ankh Rasa at 214-
298-5858.

Late Night at the Dallas
Museum of Art. Join us on the third
Friday of each month at 1717 N.
Harwood. $10 for adults, $7 for senior
citizens and $5 for students with cur-
rent school I.D. 214-922-1200,
publicprograms@DallasMuseum
ofArt.org.

Dallas Baptist University-North
Leadership Empowerment
Luncheon Series is from 11:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m. the first Wednesday of the
month at Dallas Baptist University-
North, 3211 Internet Blvd., Suite 100,
Frisco. For more info, call 214-333-
5777 or e-mail dbunorth@dbu.edu.

The Yundrae Show the live televi-
sion taping every Thursday. The doors
open at 7pm and the show starts at
7:45pm. There are door prizes and
giveaways each week.Tickets are $15 at
the door. Check it out at; www.theyun-
draeshow.com

June 15
Flamefest Annual Annual

Competitive Soccer Tournament
Al Rushhaupt Soccer Complex &
McKinney Soccer Complex at Craig
Ranch; June 15-17; For application &
rules go to website: www.blackwatch-
soccer.net  or Contact Tournament
Director 972-390-0525  FAX: 214-
544-1123  EMAIL:
flamefestsoccer@hotmail.com

7th Annual Sankofa Muse Café
Bash “WINE,WATERMELON,THE
WORD” Sip wine, eat watermelon and
get ready for the word when REGENT
POETS mix up music with hip-hop
and rap at this mega-jam night on open

Mic. Presented in partnership with
Regent Management. Friday, 15 &
Saturday, 16 at 9 p.m. The Black
Academy of Arts & Letters, Clarence
Muse Café Theatre, Dallas Convention
Center Theatre Complex, 650 South
Griffin Street, (At the corner of Canton
and Akard Street), Tickets, $10 call
TBAAL Box Office at (214) 743-2400.

Urban League Pleasant Grove
Juneteenth Celebration Dallas
County District Attorney Craig
Watkins will open the Urban League of
Greater Dallas Juneteenth Festival on
Friday, June 15 at 10:00 a.m. at the
Urban League Community Service
Center at Pleasant Grove, 10325 Lake
June Road, Suite 118 For more infor-
mation call the Urban League
Community Service Center at Pleasant
Grove at (214) 413-1760.

June 16
Southwest Juneteenth

Celebration Celebrating Texas
Heroes 4pm – 10pm Valley Ridge Park,
Cedar Hill. Texans Bessie Coleman,
Barbara Jordan, and Scott Joplin, “the
King of Ragtime” will be honored at
the event.

7th Annual Love Hangover
Conference Do the Write Thing:
Answering God's Call 9am -2pm
Christian Chapel Temple of Faith
Church 14120 Noel Dallas registration
$25

Plano Christian Chamber of
Commerce Association
Inaguration and Business Mixer
Learn how to increase your customer
base through community partnerships.
Churches and nonprofits come discov-
er millions of dollars available for your
community projects. RSVP by June
12, 972-556-0522 Event is FREE to
the public Location Plano Convention
Center 200 E. Spring Creek Parkway

D.L. Hughley The star of "The
Hughleys," "The Original Kings of
Comedy," "Studio 60 on the Sunset
Strip," "Premium Blend," "Comic

Relief," "Weekends at the D.L." and
much more makes his debut Bass Hall
appearance! Saturday, 8:00 PM

June 17
Shereese of Shereese Magazine

Hosts Real Men Cook 2007, Real
Men Cook returns to Dallas, with
Dallas' largest celebration of Men in
the community. Eddie Deen's Ranch
Downtown Dallas, Sunday 3-6 pm.
Sign-up now to register, sponsor or
host; www.realmencook.com/dallas,
214-376-6530

June 18
Jubilee Theater Music Series

Can't get enough of the Jubilee musi-
cals? Then you won't want to miss
Jubilee's first Music Series. Songbooks
of Mahalia Jackson 8p.m. Tickets $10
(season ticket holders receive $2 off)
Jubilee Box Office 817-338-4411

June 19
Juneteenth Festivities Music,

informal reception and festivities Paul
Laurence Dunbar Lancaster-Kiest
Branch Library, 2008 E. Kiest Blvd
Dallas, 2-4pm FREE, for additional
information call 214-670-1952.

June 21
Dave Koz & Friends with Special

Guests David Benoit and Phil Perry
8:00 PM at Nokia Live Theater 1001
Next Stage Dr Grand Prairie Call 214-
373-8000 Ticket info.

June 22
3rd Annual Peace Conference

Hosts Benefit Concert Jane Rivar, a
small town girl turned international
entrepreneur, who found that the true
key to happiness is a life of “human
being”, instead of the overly worked
“human doing” she once was. The
performance of her “Walkin in the
Journey album and inspirational story-
telling held at The Majestic Theatre
8pm Tickets $20, $30, and $40 avail-
able at Ticket master.

June 23
The City of Plano Douglass

Community Center will host the
2007 Juneteenth Celebration. Join in
the observance and enjoy a day of
community service, family fun and
games, live music, celebrity event, a
carnival atmosphere and food vendors.
8-10 pm, 1111 H Avenue Plano FREE
For more information contact the
Center at 972-941-7174.

Progress Theatre's "'MEM-
BUH" A Musical Play, in honor of
Juneteenth 2007 South Dallas Cultural
Center presents the acclaimed touring
hit musical "'MEMBUH!" 'MEM-
BUH: Confessions of The Only
Generation. "'MEMBUH combines
musical theatre, storytelling & spoken
word, into a high-energy piece that fol-
lows young family members (all in
their 20's) through the highs and lows
of recapturing their family legacy.
Appropriate for ages 13 years and up.
Performance location: Richland
College, Fannin Performance Hall
12800 Abrams Rd; Dallas 75243 8pm
$5- General Admission. Call 877-3-
PT-TOUR for more information to
buy tickets or visit
www.ProgressTheatre.com.

Full Moon of Sonia - One Night
Only of Spoken Word and Music
Starring Sonia Sanchez and T.C.
Carson 7:30pm, $10, Convention
Center Theater Complex The Black
Academy of Arts & Letters, Dallas
Naomi Bruton Main Stage, 650 South
Griffin Street Dallas, Phone 214-743-
2440 ticket information.

12th Annual Punch Family
Foundation Benefit Recital to assist
minority string students in performing
art studies beyond high school.
4:30pm, Horchow Hall at Meyerson
Symphony Center 2301 Flora Street,
Dallas 75201. Call 214-823-4269 for
additional information.

New Next Generation Present The
First Annual "White Linen Party"
Extravaganza Vocals by the charming
world re-known singer, Howard

Sponsored By:

Proud To Be An Active
Partner In The Community

Hewitt, 3pm until,
Intercontinental Dallas Hotel
15201 Dallas Parkway, Addison
75001 Tickets, $35.00 & Up Call
2145239538 for more informa-
tion.

Habitat Home Run 5K, 8:00
am Bob Woodruff Park, Plano;
Visit www.habitat-scc.org/home-
run5k07.htm for full details and
register at www.getmeregis-
tered.com

Dance With Lahunter In
Flight Dance Theatre Starring
Happy Nia Dance Theatre

In its third season, this modern
dance company is bursting at the
seam. If you like ballet, jazz and
even a stint of hip-hop, then
you’re sure to enjoy this very
promising company. 8 p.m.
Tickets $10 TBAAL, Dallas
Convention Center Theatre
Complex Naomi Bruton Main
Stage, 650 South Griffin Street,
Dallas, Box office 214-743-2440.

June 26
DART Bus Operator Job

Fairs Must be at least 21 years of
age. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.Tuesday, June
26 and Wednesday, June 27,
2007, 1401 Pacific Ave., DART
Headquarters (Akard Station),
Dallas 2nd Floor Atrium, Phone
214-749-3636

The Listening Room a live
Jazz set and Artist talk with
Saxophone Marcel Ivery,
Southside on Lamar, 1409 S.
Lamar, Dallas, Phone 214-670-
0315 Free

June 30
K104 Summer Jam 2007

starring Chris Brown with Paul
Wall, Rasheeda, Huey, Mimz,
Mike Jones, Lil Mama, Crime
Mob, Shop Boyz and more. 5pm
Smirnoff Music Centre 1818 1st
Ave, Dallas 75210 Phone 214-
421-1111 ticket information.

FAIR PRICE OFFER
For Oil and/or

Gas Buying

Small “NET”
Revenue Interest

Email To:
trj1909@tx.rr.com

Call Voice Mail:

972-606-3891 (Leave Message)
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sector councilman Don Hill last
week. Mr. Hill, who finished one
place out of making the runoff
election, cited Leppert’s support
for economic development in
the southern sector.

“That’s why I’ve decided to
support him, to work for him to
encourage everyone that voted
for me, and everyone who
believes in what I professed
during the campaign, that they
will support him as well, “ Mr.
Hill said in a press conference
last week endorsing Leppert. “If
he remains accessible, where
people can see him and touch
him and feel him, then he will
feel the excitement as well as
the pain of the southern sector
or any part of town where peo-
ple are struggling and want to
do better.”

By contrast, Mr. Oakley’s

(DALLAS, TX – May 11,
2007)  In 1977, Darth Vader
(James Earl Jones) ruled
space and screen in Star Wars;
pop culture and Saturday
Night Fever inspired the
nation’s disco craze and
Jimmy Carter was inaugurat-
ed President of the United
States. And the “Carter
Cowboys were all that!” We’re
Carter Classics! We’re
Cowboy Cool!

Three decades later, 1977’s
classic Dallas Carter Cowboys

are still “growing strong” and
“growing wiser” with alumni
across the United States and
international locations! We’re
looking for more 1977 gradu-
ates to share in upcoming D.W.
Carter Class of 1977 Reunion
activities, beginning Friday,
July 6 through Sunday, July 8,
2007 in Dallas at the Embassy
Suites Hotel, 2727 Stemmons
Freeway, Dallas, 75207.

Reunion registration started
last fall and closes on
Saturday, June 23, 2007. Class

members who are not yet
registered and parents, fami-
ly members of friends of any
unregistered 1977 Carter
graduates can share address
and other contact updates
with 2007  Reunion coordi-
nators at our website:
w w w . d w c a r t e r
classof77.com or by tele-
phone at: (972)709-3981.
All-inclusive cost for the
30th Reunion is $75.00 per
person; with collector’s polo
shirt $85.00/per person.

Alisa Peoples of the, R&B
Singing duo Yarbrough and
Peoples will celebrate her
50th birthday with a party at
The Black Academy of Arts
and Letters, Dallas
Convention Center Theatre
Complex Saturday, June 30,
2007 7:00 pm - 11 -00 pm.

Alisa Peoples is a native of
Dallas. The duo consists of
Cavin Yarbrough and Alisa
Peoples.They were discovered
by Charlie Wilson of the GAP
Band, and signed to the Total

Experience Production in
1980. Their biggest hit single
was "Don't Stop the Music"
from their debut album The
Two of Us, released in 1980.
The album went gold,
peaking at #16 in the
Billboard Hot 200 album
chart. The UK single
release of "Don't Stop
The Music" also reached
#7 in the UK Singles
Chart, early the following
year.

Yarbrough and Peoples'

continued their R&B single
chart successes throughout the
1980s with four more R&B Top
Ten hits, including
"Heartbeats", "Don't Waste Your

Time", "Guilty" and  "l
Wouldn't Lie".

Yarbrough & Peoples current-
ly own a production company
in DeSoto, Texas with a roster
of four groups. They continue
to write and produce music as
well as perform concerts and
theatrical productions.

To schedule an interview or
for other questions, please call
Cavin Yarbrough at 469-643-
6803 or 469 658-9454 cavin-
yarbrough@yahoo.com or
ayarbrough2007@yahoo.com.

support is strongest in southern
Dallas, he has strength among
black, Hispanic, younger and less
affluent voters. The District 3
City Council member lives in

Oak Cliff, and has countered Mr.
Hill’s endorsement of Tom
Leppert with the endorsement of

political heavyweight and Dallas
County Commissioner John
Wiley Price. Mr. Price had inex-
plicably backed Max Wells in the
general election.

Mr. Oakley has recently taken
heat from Mr. Leppert about
attack ads he has been running
urging southern sector voters to
vote against Leppert. Mr. Oakley
and the Dallas County
Democratic Party are canvassing
southern Dallas with campaign
flyers and radio commercials on
black stations that emphasizes
Mr.Leppert’s Republican affilia-
tions. Mr. Oakley has also been
critical of the amount of money
Mr. Leppert has spent in his
campaign against him. “He has
outspent me 2-1 to get to where
he is, a dead heat,” Oakley said.
‘Sure, my base is in the southern
sector. But you shore up your

base and you take a piece of your
opponent’s base to win. I just
have to really push my message.”

One o the more interesting
(and underemphasized) aspects
of the campaign is the fact that if
elected, Ed Oakley would be the
first openly gay mayor of Dallas.
While this fact would seem to
work against him relatively con-
servative Dallas, Oakley’s sexual
preference is the proverbial 900
pound elephant in the room for
this campaign. There are an esti-
mated 100,000 gay and lesbian
residents in the Dallas metroplex.
No one watching this campaign
has any idea how many of these
residents are registered voters or
how many are Ed Oakley sup-
porters. Either way, the race that
started with 11, will be down to
one after all the votes are counted
Saturday night.

Ed Oakley

FEMALE ROOMMATE WANTED
Room located in a large house in
North Plano, furnished, bills paid,

with private refrigerator, very clean,
will rent to a female.

Rent is $360./month everything included.

972-673-4121      972-673-4121      972-673-4121

Carter Classics! Cowboy Cool! 1977 Class Of Dallas’
D.W. Carter Holds 30-Year High School Reunion

"50 And Lovin It!!"
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Op-Ed

By: James W. Breedlove
"And you, fathers, do not

provoke your children to
wrath, but bring them up in
the training and admoni-
tion of the Lord" (Eph. 6:4)

I had just turned 21 when
my daughter was born. The
years seem to have flown by
since then but I am still
amazed and get the same
feeling of overwhelming exu-
berance when I look at her
first picture taken shortly
after the delivery nurse let me
see her. I could barely fath-
om the importance of this
new life that I was a part of;
so beautiful, so precious, and
so full of undeveloped poten-
tial.

From that first moment I
dreamed of what she could
become. Would the stars and
beyond be enough?  Before I
could sow the seeds of pur-
pose, ambition and responsi-
bility in her there were les-
sons that I had to learn in
order to have any chance of
fulfilling my obligations to
this perfect gift from God.
What better place to seek
guidance than from His
word?  Good thing, for two
sons were added to the fami-
ly tree.

There are two scriptures in
the New Testament
(Ephesians 6:4 and
Colossians 3:21) that deal
specifically with fathers. The
two passages are similar in
cautioning fathers not to pro-
voke their children to wrath.
But Ephesians adds a direct
instruction for fathers to
teach children in the nature
and admonitions of the Lord.

There is no role in modern
society that suffers greater
neglect as far as God is con-
cerned than that of the
father. Not only has God
given men the incredible
privilege of imitating Him as
Father, He has placed upon
the shoulders of fathers an
awesome responsibility, com-

mensurate accountability, and
unlimited possibility.

A committed father guards
against a heavy-handed, over-
bearing attitude towards their
child. Children are fragile,
vulnerable souls. There is a
difference between doing
something that is right for
them that does not meet with
their approval (setting bound-
aries for their own good) and
doing something that angers
them for no valid reason
(meaningless rules).

Paul’s admonishment
addresses the fine line between
aggravation and decisiveness.
Do not deal with them so
severely that they become des-
perate and frustrated and
dispirited. You may deal with
them decisively when you have
to, but soften your words with
love and caring consideration.

As with all blessings, there is
also accountability. Fathers
must realize that God gave the
responsibility regarding our
children to us. He did not
give it to the mother, though
their role is essential if it is to
be carried out. He did not
give it to the daycare center.
He did not give it to the
babysitter. He did not give it
to the nanny. He did not give
it to the grandparents. Nor
did He give it to the church,
the school, or the after-school
youth program. He gave it to
fathers. Therefore, fathers
must understand they will
bear the accountability conse-
quence for failing to imple-
ment this responsibility on
behalf of their children or the
reward for doing so.

Ephesians speaks of the pos-
sibility of bringing up godly
children despite the immorali-
ty and wickedness that sur-
rounds them. The strength of
the bond that is created
between a father and his chil-
dren will manifest itself in
happy, well-adjusted children
who love God and their fami-
lies. These unbreakable family

bonds will stand firm against
accepting the new society
norms such as abandoning the
spiritual, emotional, and phys-
ical needs of children and the
elderly in favor of material
pursuits.

The reassuring thing about
the “father scriptures” is that
no matter how far a man may
diverge from being the ideal
father he can always go to God
for direction, reassurance, and
support. God is the ideal
father. He is the father that
sacrifices and gives His all for
those that come to Him. He
would never give His children
bad or selfish advice, because
He only wants the best for
them. Human fathers need to
emulate the God model.

If so, the father will be some-
one who gives his children the
tools needed to build their life,
the knowledge required to use
the tools successfully, the
encouragement to overcome
obstacles, and the confidence
to take pride in what they
accomplish. The father will be
the living model of excellence
the child can follow.

A father must be a special
kind of man that sets a course
in life and follows through no
matter what the obstacles. A
special kind of man who aims
to be the best and pursues his
goals with passion and enthu-
siasm. The kind of man whose
faith inspires faith, whose
determination leads to admira-
tion, and whose perseverance
makes him a winner.

A good father is simply a
man trying to be a better,
more responsible man today
then he was yesterday, while
maintaining or improving the
quality of the family relation-
ship.

It’s a tough job and after 50
years I have come to realize
that I am still learning how to
be a father.

Comments or opinions may
be sent to the writer at:
www.truthclinic.com

Special to the NNPA from GIN
(GIN)–U.S. Military involve-

ment in Somalia’s factional
fighting took a new and worry-
ing turn with a series of naval
strikes on suspected al-Qaeda
targets.

Defence Secretary Robert
Gates declined to comment on
the naval strikes, saying it was
possibly an ongoing operation.

An American and five for-

eign nationals are said to be
among the casualties of
Friday's attack by cruise mis-
siles fired by the American
warship.

According to the vice presi-
dent of Puntland, a semi-
autonomous region, American
Special Operations soldiers are
also on the ground, helping
Somali security forces.

“Three Americans came into

the mountains with us,” he
said. “They are counterter-
rorism experts and they are
investigating the computers
that the militants were carry-
ing.”

The United States
launched air strikes in south-
ern Somalia in January aimed
at three top al-Qaeda suspects
but killed their allies instead,
US officials have said.

THE TRUTH CLINIC
Learning To Be A Father

Wachovia Bank Page 1

least 162 slaves.
The Bank of Charleston

accepted at least 529 slaves as
collateral on mortgaged proper-
ties or loans and acquired some
of these slaves when customers
defaulted, Wachovia said. The
bank had become part of the
South Carolina National
Corporation, which then
merged with Wachovia in 1991.

G. Kennedy Thompson,
Wachovia chair and CEO, said,
“I apologize to all Americans,
and especially to African
Americans and people of
African decent.”

He added, “We cannot change
the past, and we can’t make up
for the wrongs of slavery, but we
can learn from our past and
begin a stronger dialogue about
slavery and the experience of
African Americans in our coun-
try.”

Wachovia demonstrated its
commitment to diversity long
before the admission of its histo-
ry involving slavery.

The company created its
Corporate Diversity Council in
1997, and it is chaired by
Thompson. The council
includes a cross section of indi-
viduals from across the compa-
ny, and its purpose “is to convert
the ideal of what we think (the)
company stands for into strate-
gies that ensure that the ideal
becomes reality.”

The council maintains
Wachovia’s strategic plan for
diversity and monitors the com-
pany’s progress and with goals
to:

• Promote sourcing of services
and goods from high-perform-
ing minority- and women-
owned businesses.

• Assist minority- and women-
owned businesses in becoming

competitive performance leaders
in their industries.

• Enhance the economic
vibrancy of the communities
served by Wachovia.

• Provide focus on diversity as
a competitive asset in a perform-
ance-based business environ-
ment.

• Monitor program effective-
ness and provide feedback.

The company has several
diversity programs, including a
mentoring program, leadership
training and development of
new measuring tools.

According to Thompson,
“Our commitment to diversity is
also felt outside of our company.
We have outreach programs in
place that have a significant
affect on the communities we
serve. These include community
development products and serv-
ices, purchasing programs with
minority-owned firms, women’s
financial advisory initiatives, and
products and services for under-
served diverse customer
groups.”

Wachovia and SunTrust
Banks, Inc. were the only mem-
bers of the financial services
industry to receive a grade of B
on the 2006 NAACP Report
Card. Overall, the industry
earned just a C.

Reggie Davis serves as the
company’s leading Black execu-
tive as Eastern Banking Group
executive.

He directs general bank oper-
ations, which includes retail and
wholesale activities such as
branch delivery, commercial
banking, business banking and
corporate customer service
excellence in the states of
Alabama, Connecticut,
Delaware, Florida, Georgia,
Maryland, Mississippi, New
Jersey, New York, North

Carolina, Pennsylvania, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia
and Washington, D.C.

Antoinette Cooper serves as
senior vice president and direc-
tor of Wealth Management for
Wachovia.

Wachovia Securities was the
title sponsor of this year’s
Greenlining Institute, which
examines the boards and
actions of leading financial
institutions.

However, Wachovia earned
only a D-plus on the report
card issued by that organiza-
tion.

Prior to being acquired by
Wachovia, Golden West
Financial was the only compa-
ny that reached a diversity level
of 33 percent on its board.

“Wachovia declined to keep
any of Golden West’s minority
board members,” the
Greenlining Institute report
noted.

“Had Wachovia retained all
of the Golden West minority
board members, it would have
had the second-best record
among banks, second only to
Citigroup.”

Research compiled by the
Greenlining Institute show that
only Citigroup, Sun Trust and
PNC has as many as three
African Americans on their
board of directors. Wachovia
added Timothy D. Proctor to
its board last year.

He is the general counsel of
Diageo plc, a London-based
premium spirits, wine and beer
company. He previously
worked for Glaxo Wellcome,
where he held various roles,
including director of
Worldwide Human Resources,
and senior vice president of
human resources, general
counsel and secretary.

U.S. Warship Launches Strikes At Somali Target

Special to the NNPA from GIN
(GIN) - Canada has denied a

visa to South African anti-
apartheid leader Winnie
Madikizela-Mandela, who was
to be the keynote speaker at a
fund-raising gala in Toronto on
Tuesday, featuring an opera
about her life.

Madikizela-Mandela, the ex-
wife of former South African
President Nelson Mandela, was
about to set out for the airport
when the Canadian embassy
notified her that she would not
be allowed to enter the country,

organizers of the Toronto event
said.

In Ottawa, opposition Liberal
Party Leader Stephane Dion
called the visa refusal surprising.

''There have been problems in
the past,'' Dion said of
Madikizela-Mandela's criminal
convictions, but to prevent her
from coming in the country, it is
something that they need to jus-
tify.”

In 1991, the former Mrs.
Mandela was sentenced to six
years in jail for her role in a kid-
napping case. The sentence was

reduced to a fine on appeal,
but she was later convicted of
fraud and theft charges.

Madikizela-Mandela, 73,
was in New York two weeks ago
to receive an award for her
charity work in South Africa.
''We didn't dream that we
would have a problem like this
on our hands.''

''The Passion of Winnie,'' a
new opera based on
Madikizela-Mandela's life, is
scheduled to be presented
Friday as part of Toronto's
Luminato Festival.

Canada Denies Visa To Winnie Fundraising Trip

The Board of Trustees of the
Garland Independent School
District elected Linda L. Griffin as
President during its recent meeting
on June 7, making history along
the way. With this vote, Griffin
becomes the first
female and African
American to lead the
Board.

Griffin was first
elected to the Board in
1998 and has been re-
elected every year
since going into her
fourth term of service.
She ran without opposition in the
May 2007 election.

While aware of the significance
of her election, she had this to say
about her position. "While I am
pleased to be a part of this historic

moment, my first priority is to be
President for all of the children of
Garland, Rowlett and Sachse,"
Griffin said. "Continuing to
improve the education for all of the
children of the district remains my

focus."
In addition to her

duties with Garland ISD,
she is also a Director for
the Texas Association of
School Boards serving as
a representative (Region I
OE) in the North Texas
Area. She is active and
visible in the community

supporting programs and activities
of many local organizations and
making appearances at numerous
school, church, community and
civic events. Griffin -s a member
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,

Garland Chamber of
Commerce, a Life Member of
Texas PTA, and a Charter
Member of Garland Area
Alliance of Black School
Educators. She also serves on
numerous committees.

Griffin enjoys being a manage-
ment consultant, which allows
her to set her own schedule and
select her clients. Her back-
ground includes: information
technology, management, techni-
cal recruiting, employee train-
ing/development, project man-
agement and strategic planning.

Mrs. Griffin resides in Garland
with her husband, Dr. Roosevelt
Griffin, Pastor of St. Mark
Baptist Church and her son
Reuben, a senior at Southern
A&M University.

Griffin Makes History For Garland As First
African American President Of Board Of Trustees

Sanctuary of Praise Fellowship
of Allen,Texas cordially invites the
public to attend WOW 2007-
Women of Wisdom Conference
Friday, June 22, 2007- Sunday,
June 24, 2007. Women of all ages
are welcome. The theme for the
conference is "What Happens

When Women Pray." Friday, June
22, 2007 begins with an evening
worship at 7:00 p.m. Saturday
continues with Prayer, Workshops
and the Conference Luncheon.
Sunday concludes with morning
worship, a luncheon and then a 4
p.m. afternoon service. Friday and

Saturday services will be held at
the Hilton Garden in Allen, and
the other services will held at the
church at 1001 E. Main Street in
Allen. Conference Registration is
$55, which includes Saturday
Conference Banquet. Phone
469-853-2328 or 469-853-2320.

WOW 2007- Women Of Wisdom Conference
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F I N A N C I A L S E R V I C E S

B E A U T Y S A L O N ’ S

C A T E R I N G

I N S U R A N C E

B U R I A L P L O T S

One, two or three lots for sale at Restland
in North Dallas; located in the beautiful
and peaceful Serenity Gardens Section
(Southeast corner of Greenville Avenue &
Restland Road.) Market value $3450 each,
but selling price negotiable.View plots by
appointment only. Call 972-606-3878,
972-416-6109, or 469-235-5808.

PRIME BURIAL LOTS FOR SALE

M O R T G A G E

R E A L T Y

TRISHA'S
HAIR

STUDIO
Located in Plano

at Plaza Park Salons
4909 W. Park Blvd. Suite #50

(NE Corner of Park & Preston)

469-326-1850 or 972-768-4156

Private, Professional Salon Setting
Relaxers • Trendy Cuts • Styles
Highlights • Hair Extensions

Business Directory To Advertise Call 972-606-7498

CATERING BY AHMAD
Certified By The State Of Texas

2606 Hazelwood Place • Garland,Texas 75044
Phone: 972-530-1735

Cell: 214-460-4271
Ahmad Abdalla

Volunteer And Live Green
A Series Of Training Classes

Volunteer Program is a local
training opportunity for volun-
teers to work side-by-side with
City staff to educate residents
about ways to reduce environ-
mental impact.

The training series will edu-
cate volunteers in water quality
and conservation, air quality,
basic composting, recycling,
non-hazardous cleaning tech-
niques, alternative energy
source, conservation and chem-
ical-free yard care and pest con-

Live Green in Plano
Volunteer classes offered by the
City of Plano Sustainability and
Environmental Services depart-
ment will offer residents free
training and practical ways to
live more eco-friendly.

The series of training classes
will be held from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. on Monday, June 18 and
25, July 2, 9 and 16.11 at
Parkway Service Center, 4120
W. Plano Pkwy and Commerce.

The Live Green in Plano

trol.
After completing approxi-

mately 12 hours of core training
and participating in 20 hours of
volunteer service, participants
will be full-fledged Live Green
in Plano Volunteers.

For more information about
the Live Green in Plano
Volunteer Program, upcoming
classes and opportunities to vol-
unteer visit www.livegreenin-
plano.com or call Brian Adkins
at (972) 769-4369.

Dallas Pharmacy Begins Offering
Nationally Known Program For Weight Loss

(PCS) owners Diane Porter
(MS, RN, ACN) and Jim Porter
(DPh, RPh, ACN). The couple,
using guidelines established by a
nationally recognized weight-
management program and using
studies from Johns Hopkins
University, will educate con-
sumers on how they could lose 2
to 4 lbs. a week, safely and with-
out hunger or muscle loss.

PCS’s vision is to help a min-
imum of 1,000 people in the
area regain control of their life

Program aims to control
weight and Type 2 diabetes

To combat Texans’ growing
waists, Dallas-based Pharmacy
Compounding Specialties is
offering its first “Nutritional
Intervention for Permanent
Weight Loss” seminar.

The free seminar, offered at
6:30-7:30 p.m., Thursday, June
21, at the pharmacy’s 8061
Walnut Hill Lane location, will
be hosted by Pharmacy
Compounding Specialties

by managing their weight once
and for all. In addition, they
plan to educate other health
professionals in the communi-
ty on how to integrate nutri-
tional intervention and behav-
ioral modification into their
practice.

Seating at the seminar is
limited. To reserve your seat,
call Diane Porter at 972-345-
8617. For more information,
go to
www.weightoffforlife.com.

INFORMATION CORNER
Valuable FREE reports for Buyers and Sellers mailed to you at no
cost or obligation. Call anytime, 24 hours a day to 1-800-828-4946
and enter the ID# of the information that you would like to receive.

BUYERS
1. SAVE THOUSANDS - find out how you can save
thousands of dollars when you buy a home ........ ID# 1014

2. STOP PAYING RENT - learn how to buy your first home
for as little as renting ........................................ ID# 1001

3. HOW TO BUY A HOME WITH AS LITTLE AS
NO MONEY DOWN ...................................... ID# 1025

4. 10 BEST BUYS HOT LIST - Receive a FREE list of
the most current Best Buys in your desired location and
price range ........................................................ ID# 1040

5. DISTRESS SALES AND BANK FORECLOSURES -
Free cornputerized printout mailed to you at No Cost or
Obligation Please indicate which price and preferred area you
want to receive information on .......................... ID# 7042

Blackonomics Page 1

highly appreciated by his cor-
porate donors and the
Washington status quo. It is
also a very condescending
statement to make and sug-
gests Black people aren’t
sophisticated enough to
decide based on qualifica-
tions. On second thought, that
may indeed be the case. We
gave in to Clarence Thomas
because he was Black, didn’t
we. But have you ever heard
White candidates tell White
folks not to vote for them sim-
ply because they are white?
We always have to make other
people feel comfortable, don’t
we?  Obama knows full well
that millions of Blacks will
vote for him simply because
he is Black, but to tell us not
to do so brings credence to the
contention that he really isn’t
“…Black in the usual way.”

If being Black doesn’t mean
anything, if there is no Black
America, why do Black folks
get excited about Bob Johnson,
Tiger Woods, Serena and
Venus, Oprah, Shani Davis
(Olympic Speed Skater),
Dominique Dawes, and
Debbie Thomas?  Why are we
constantly discussing the possi-
bility that Obama could be
“the first” Black President
(John Hanson notwithstand-
ing) if Blackness means noth-
ing in this country, or if it does
not even exist?   Why do we
have an annual “State of Black
America” report and forum?

Yes, Barack, there is a Black
America, and other Americas
too, just as there are 50 sepa-
rate states rather than one

country with no internal bor-
ders. Our problem is that we are
merely emotional about it,
which is why we still place so
much value on “the first Black.”

Some Black people are just
too busy embracing diversity
rather than embracing their
Blackness first. Who, other than
Black folks, do you hear promot-
ing “diversity” and allowing
themselves to be called “minori-
ties?” When is the last time you
heard an Italian person
denounce the “Little Italy” com-
munities across this country?
When have you seen Chinese
people decry China Towns?
When have you heard Hispanics
say, “Down with La Raza, we are
one America”?    Trying to run
away from who we are is embar-
rassing, unconscionable, and
cowardly. It also speaks volumes
about our self-hate.

Newsflash!  You cannot run
away from being Black!  You
can’t get promoted from being
Black; you can’t move away
from being Black; and you can’t
get enough money to change
your Blackness (Sorry,
Michael). Wherever you go,
there your Blackness will be
also. Whatever you do, your
Blackness will do it with you.
So you may as well settle in and
get down to business for your
people, just as others are doing
in this country – just as we used
to do in this country, prior to
“integration.”

America comprises a tapestry
of nations; it’s not just one
nation as the politicians would
have you believe. That’s utopian
rhetoric, Pablum for Black peo-
ple, because we are the only

ones who buy the hype. White
folks are circling their wagons
right now at the specter of being
outnumbered by so-called
“minorities.” Hispanics are
carving out their piece of the
economic pie by unapologetical-
ly working in support of one
another.

So-called American Indians,
after having raked in billions
from their hotels, casinos, and
golf courses, are now branching
out to other business ventures,
off the reservation. Koreans,
Vietnamese, and Chinese are
making moves to control more
industries in America.

Pakistanis and Indians are buy-
ing all the businesses they can
find. What are Black people
doing, collectively, to improve
and solidify our position in this
nation of nations?  We are trying
to run away from our Blackness
which, if we succeed, will only
cause us to disappear.

Why is nationalistic action
bad only when it is promoted by
Black people?  The groups I
mentioned, as well as Jewish
people here and abroad, are all
nationalistic; Joel Kotkin calls
them “Tribes.” So what’s it
going to be, Black America?
Nationalism or nihilism?

to resolve her issue.
I find it ironic that Rep.

Davis voted for the passage of
HB3057  from the House, but
now claims the same bill would
compromise the property
rights of citizens. HB3057 con-
tains language that would have
raised the standards that must
be met by municipalities in
order to condemn and take
possession of privately-owned
property. The term commonly
used is eminent domain. In its
text is a requirement that does
not now exist in law, wherein a
city would have to meet a min-
imum of four of eight statutory
conditions to be able to begin
the process of the taking of pri-
vate property.

If you desire to review
HB3057 to see what property
owner protections were con-
tained in the bill, please go to
www.capitol.state.tx.us or if

you don’t have access to the
Internet, contact my office at
214-467-0123 or 512-463-0123
and we will mail or fax you a
copy. I reiterate, this bill could
have been a vehicle to further
protect property owner’s rights
and create the first public law
school in the City of Dallas!

My position opposing emi-
nent domain is well-document-
ed. I have consistently
taken a position
against the unjust tak-
ing or condemnation
of private property.
And current law
already prohibits the
taking or conveyance
of property by a city
when the primary rea-
son for the taking
would be to benefit a
private interest. This year, dur-
ing the early stages of this just-
concluded legislative session, I
hosted two town hall meetings

on the subject of eminent
domain and stated my position
in support of property owners
and neighborhoods. I have not
and will not stray from that
position.

My amendment (from
SB105) would have created a
law school in downtown Dallas
in what is now the Old City Hall
building located at Main and

Harwood Streets
through a donation
from the City of
Dallas. It had the
support of the City
of Dallas, the
Greater Dallas
Chamber of
Commerce, the
Dallas Black
Chamber of
Commerce, vari-

ous chambers of commerce
across the region and I
assumed, the full Dallas area
legislative delegation. The law

school also had the blessing of
the Governor and Lt. Governor
and was a bipartisan effort with
support in the House and
Senate.

Such legislation was first
introduced in 2005 and was
passed by the Senate as it did
again in 2007. Two times I have
attempted to keep this effort
alive after faced with obstacles in
the House. Most veteran legisla-
tors routinely employ the time-
honored parliamentary proce-
dure of amending stalled legisla-
tion into other bills that are still
moving through the legislative
process. It is in no way a viola-
tion or disrespectful of legislative
rules as stated by Rep. Davis.
Fact is, the House parliamentar-
ian ruled that the subject of the
amendment was appropriate.
The technicality Rep. Davis
used to kill HB3057  was in lan-
guage that would have created
$30 million in revenue bonds to

fund the law school. But that is
a problem that could have been
fixed had the legislation been
allowed to continue through the
process.

The problem is that Rep.
Davis absolutely refused to
work with others to address the
issues that she claims aggrieved
her. Contrary to her statement,
she had the opportunity to vote
for the University of North
Texas Law School without jeop-
ardizing “meaningful legisla-

tion.” With her actions, she
denied that opportunity to the
other 149 members of the
House. With her actions, she
denied her constituents, my
constituents and North
Texans, the opportunity to
provide an  affordable law
school, close to home, that
would have given this and
future generations of young
people a chance to pursue
their dreams. One can only
wonder why.

Letter To The Editor Page 1

State Rep.Yvonne Davis

Mesquite NAACP Youth
Council To Host Fundraiser
Proceeds Will Unwrite Expenses To

National Convention In Detriot.
Big Tuck the rapper; will

be the featured entertain-
ment. MC'd  by DJ Magic
97.9 The Beat. Other guest
Artist Lil' Peace, Xclusive,
Kay O, Kay Dee.

June 23 at 5:00pm
Celebration Station
4040 Towne Crossing
Mesquite,TX 75149
Unlimited Rides and Food

Provided. Tickets are Pre-
Sale $15 youth $20 Adults
starts 5:00 pm.

Please 214-280-0866 for
ticket information.



Minority Opportunity News - The Gazette • June 14 - June 20, 2007 • Page 5Visit Our Website At www.MONTheGazette.com

Email Entertainment
News And Events to

Entertainment@MonTheGazette.com

THIS AD VALID WED., JUNE 13 THRU TUES., JUNE 19, 2007. Copyright 2007. Kroger Texas L.P.  *Where applicable, additional purchase excludes alcoholic beverages, tobacco products, pharmacy, booth services, fuel or other items excluded by law.

Sirloin Steak
USDA Select Boneless Beef
Super Value Pack
Limit 2 with $10 Additional Purchase

$399
Lb.

SAVE WITH CARD

Pork Baby
Back Ribs
Moist & Tender®

Pork Spare Ribs
Moist & Tender®…$1.99 lb.

$299
Lb.

SAVE WITH CARD

$399
SAVE WITH CARD

Ea.

2$7For

Blue Bell
Ice Cream

64 oz or 12 ct cups

Aquafina
Water

24 pk 16.9 oz btls

Ball Park
Franks

12.8-16 oz pkg Excluding
Beef and Turkey

10$10
SAVE WITH CARD

For

Act II
Popcorn

3 ct box

10$10
SAVE WITH CARD

For

Totino’s
Party Pizza

9-11 oz or 15 ct Kroger Pizza Bites

10$10
SAVE WITH CARD

For

General Mills
Chex Mix or

Bugles
Selected Varieties 7.5-8.75 oz bag

10$10
SAVE WITH CARD

For

+

FREE
FREE2$5For

One Bag

$167
Ea.

Sale Price

BUY (2) 9 OZ LAY’S KETTLE
CHIPS OR 13.25-13.75 OZ BAGS

OF LAY’S POTATO CHIPS GET (1)

= Your Final Cost

SAVE WITH CARD

SAVE WITH CARD

Losing Isaiah: Washington Won't
Be Back To 'Grey's Anatomy'

After months of speculation
about his fate, Isaiah
Washington, the "Grey's
Anatomy" co-star who publicly
used a homophobic slur earlier
this year after the show had
won a Golden Globe for best
drama, will not be returning to
the popular ABC series.

ABC News, the corporate
sibling of both ABC network
and ABC Studios, the studio
that produces "Grey's,"
announced the news in an
exclusive on Friday morning. A
spokeswoman from ABC

Studios confirmed that the stu-
dio had not picked up his option.

In the ABC News story,
Washington issued an unhappy
statement through his publicist,
Howard Bragman. "I'm mad as
hell and I'm not going to take it
anymore," it said.

Washington's future with
"Grey's" was first called into
question when reports leaked
out in the fall of an on-set alter-
cation with co-star Patrick
Dempsey, during which he
reportedly referred to fellow cast
member T.R. Knight as a "fag-

got." A few months later, in front
of reporters backstage at the
Golden Globes, Washington
denied the incident, but repeated
the word in the process, causing
another uproar.

Cornel West Raps On Rap, Snoop, Obama
By: Bankole Thompson
Special to the NNPA from the

Michigan Chronicle
DETROIT (NNPA) -

Princeton University’s professor
of religion Dr. Cornel West may
be giving up scholarship in
releasing his new music CD
“Never Forget: A Journey of
Revelations,” comprised of posi-
tive rap themes.

But West sees rap music as an
integral part of social change and
one that can bring back the
essence of Black music.

“You can’t respect young peo-
ple in a substantive way without
looking at what influences them.
Hip-hop is an integral part of the
life of young people,”West said in
a June 8 phone interview from
Las Vegas where he was attend-
ing the One 100 Black Men of
America conference.

West said Hip-hop can be
used as a potent weapon to cre-
ate change in our communities,
“but I don’t think enough people
in the Black community recog-
nize that.”

“There are those prophetic
Hip-hp artists,” West said citing
KRS-1,Talib Kwelli among oth-

ers.
If Hip-hop puts young people to

sleep, it reinforces a certain kind of

political weapon that can be uti-
lized for the good of the Black
community,West said.

K-R-S 1, Chuck D and Jay Z
spoke to my class,” West said. “I
have great respect for these
artists.”

On the Don Imus controversy,
which also triggered calls for an
end to misogynist lyrics by some
rappers, West said artists like
Snoop Dog must also be held
accountable.

“Snoop is part of the Black
community.”West said.

However, West said what Imus
did in calling the Rutgers female

basketball team, “nappy headed
hoes,” is part of the history of
Blacks in America.

Weighing in on the 2008 presi-
dential run, West said he’s sup-
porting Sen. Barack Obama.

“Right now I am supporting my
dear brother Obama. I think he is
young enough to grow and is a
decent brother,” West said. “I’m
very much part of his campaign.”

West’s said he is not oblivious of
the questions that have been
raised about Obama’s commit-
ment to Black issues or civil rights.

“He’s (Obama) got to be him-
self,”West said. “ If he has a com-
mitment to love and justice, he is
pro civil rights.”

Running for the nation’s highest
office, West said Obama will have
to appeal to more people.

“If you don’t agree with him,
don’t vote for him,”West said.

West challenged the presidential
runners to be honest with voters.

“To thy own self be true,”West,
said quoting a Biblical injunction.

He said Obama still has got to
meet some test.

West wants healthcare for chil-
dren to be included in the candi-
dates’ top priority list.



Page 6 • June 14 - June 20, 2007 • Minority Opportunity News - The Gazette Visit Our Website At www.MONTheGazette.com

*Animal
Control Officer*

Apply at:
www.cityoflewisville.com

IRVING
DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING
AND REWARDING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

The City of Irving does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, reli-
gion, age, or disability in employment or the provision of services.

www.ci.irving.tx.us

SIGN UP TO TAKE 
THE CITY OF IRVING’S NEXT 

CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM. 
CALL (972) 721-2532 TO REGISTER.

•  Competitive wages
•  Array of benefits
•  Education incentive pay
•  . . . and more

CITY OF
PLANO, TEXAS

POLICE HOTLINE 
(972) 941-7299

FIRE HOTLINE 
(972) 941-7402

24 HOUR 
CAREER INFORMATION HOTLINE

(972) 941-7116

Home Page: www.plano.gov

FAX (972) 941-7239

AA / EOE /ADA

Career Opportunities - Contact Marketing to advertise in our career opportunity section 972-606-7498
Fax or Email copy for quote: Fax: 972-509-9058; Email: opportunity@monthegazette.com

Graphic Artist
Needed Part-Time
Email Resume to trj1909@tx.rr.com

or Leave Message at 972-606-3891

Trying to Get Your
Foot in the Door?

Community Newspaper seeking
Freelance Writers to cover

Community Events. Familiarty
with AP style a plus. Please

send your resume along with a
writing sample.

Attn: Publisher
Email: publisher@monthegazette.com

Phone: 972-606-3891
Email: trj1909@tx.rr.com

EOE

Seeking An Energetic,
Telephone Advertising Sales
Pro For Classified and Small

Business Accounts.

Must have: Experience, Sales
Skills, Good People Skills, the

Ability to Close. Part-Time
(aprox. 20 hrs per week).

Hourly pay + Commission +
Bonuses

Call: 972-606-3891 voicemail
Email: trj1909@tx.rr.com or

publisher@monthegazette.com

$10 - $12
Per Hour

Looking for
a Fun Job?
We are currently looking for
Photographers. If you have

Photo Journalism experience or
excellent photography skills,

please email or fax your
resume to:

Attn: Publisher
Email:

publisher@monthegazette.com
Phone: 972-606-3891

Email: trj1909@tx.rr.com
EOE

CITY OF CARROLLTON
Administrative Support Assistant

Athletic Attendant
Civil Engineer-Building Inspection

Detention Officer I
Firefighter

Industrial Pretreatment Coordinator
Lifeguard
Planner I

Public Safety Dispatcher I
Recreation Facility Monitor

School Crossing Guard
Seasonal Maintenance Worker

Utilities Service Repairer 2nd Shift
To view/apply for a career opportunity go to:

http://www.cityofcarrollton.com
Click on "Jobs" at the bottom of the page

Click on "Apply Here" to complete your online application
or Call our Job Hotline to hear a list of open positions

Job HotLine: (972) 466-3376
Committed to Quality Customer Service

Equal Opportunity Employee

TISEO PAVING COMPANY
419 E. Hwy. 80, Mesquite, TX 75150

Tel: (972) 289-0723  Fax: (972) 216-5637
www.tiseopaving.com

Performing Concrete Street
Paving in the Metroplex Area

We Accept Subcontracting Bids For All
Public Works Project in the Dallas Area

We Are Accepting Applications for
Concrete Mixer Drivers and Heavy

Equipment Mechanics

Equal Opportunity Employer

Juneteenth Commemoration To Feature Texas
Heroes, Food, Games, Crafts, Music, Film, And Workshops

Juneteenth, also known as
Freedom Day or Emancipation
Day, is the oldest nationally
celebrated commemoration of
the ending of slavery. Dating
back to 1865, it was on June
19th that Union soldiers, led
by Major General Gordon
Granger, landed at Galveston,
Texas with the news that the
Civil War had ended and that
all slaves were now free. This
was 2 years after President
Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation, which had
become official on January 1,
1863. In subsequent years,
African Americans in Texas
have celebrated Juneteenth.
Today Juneteenth commemo-
rates freedom and emphasizes
education and achievement. It
is a time marked with celebra-
tions, guest speakers and fami-
ly gatherings.

• Denton Juneteenth
Celebration Get your praise
on! Gospel Extravaganza
Friday June 15, 2007 and
Saturday, June 16, 2007. The
celebration kicks off with a
Grand Parade (line-up at civic
center 321 E McKinney St).
The celebration is a day filled
with fun and excitement for
the whole family. There will be
food, music, live bands, ven-
dors, children’s games, talent
show, prizes and much more!
Live gospel music in the park
Bar-B-Que Cookoff $25 entry
fee - $5 sampling fee Co-ed
Softball Tournament ($100)
entry fee. Go to www.denton-
juneteenth.org for schedule of
events.

• Juneteenth Celebration and
Concert West Park Recreation
Center, 530 Davis Drive,
Irving. Celebrate the spirit of
Juneteenth with a concert fea-
turing Gospel, Jazz, Rhythm
and Blues, African Drumming
and more. Other activities
include a Juneteenth display,
vendor exhibits and children's
activities. Participants are
encouraged to bring lawn
chairs and blankets for concert
seating. Phone: 972-721-2519

• The City of Garland Parks
and Recreation Department,
the Office of Neighborhood
Vitality, and the Urban League
of Greater Dallas & North
Central Texas are pleased to
sponsor the 2007Juneteenth
Celebration, Saturday, June
16, 2007 from 4 to 8 p.m. The
event will be held at the Gale
Fields Recreation Center

By: Sarah Hall - Black Report
For some, the proof is in the

pudding. For Eddie Murphy,
the proof is in the paternity test.
The Dreamgirls star was seen
entering a Beverly Hills doctor's
office Monday where he report-
edly underwent a court-ordered
paternity test to determine
whether he is the father of his
ex-girlfriend Melanie Brown's
baby, as she has claimed.
Murphy assured photographers
waiting outside the clinic that he
would "absolutely…do the right
thing" by Brown and the infant
if the test comes back positive,
according to paparazzi agency
Splash News. The actor's
spokesman, Arnold Robinson,
does not comment on Murphy's
personal life. Earlier in the day,
Brown dropped by the same
office with her two-month-old
daughter, Angel Iris Murphy
Brown, presumably to have the
child undergo a DNA test of her
own.There is no word on when
the results will be revealed.

The former Spice Girl (aka
Mel B, Scary Spice) has never
swayed from her assertion that
Murphy was responsible for
impregnating her, and has even
claimed the conception was
planned. "There is absolutely no
question that Eddie is the
father," she said in December,
shortly after Murphy told a
Dutch TV reporter not to "jump
to conclusions" on the matter.

"We don't know whose child
that is until it comes out and has a
blood test," Murphy said at the
time. Despite his apparent
endorsement of having the baby
tested to determine her paternity,
Murphy was apparently in no rush
to give up a sample of his own

DNA. Last month, Brown
announced plans to sue her for-
mer paramour, claiming he had
ignored repeated requests to be
tested against the child. "He's not
doing a DNA test, and he's not
signing the birth certificate," she
told People. "So, it's going to have
to go to court, so he can be forced
to do it, which is strange since he
was the one asking for it." If it is
determined that Murphy is indeed
Angel Iris' father, she will be the
sixth child for the actor, who has
five children with his ex-wife
Nicole Mitchell. Aside from the
infant, Brown has an eight-year-
old daughter from her marriage to
Dutch dancer Jimmy Gulzar.

located at 1701 Dairy Road,
Garland, Texas. Celebration
will include free food and fun
for the entire family featuring
the Chill Factor Jazz Band, 3
Point Shoot Out, bounce hous-
es, face painting, swing dance
exhibition and more. For
more information, call the Gale
Fields Recreation Center at
972-205-3090.

• The City of McKinney
Juneteenth Celebration, June
16, 17, and 19. Kick-off is at
Old Settler’s Park Recreation
Center Sports Pavilion on
Saturday, June 16, 2007 at
11:30 a.m. with music, food,
games and family fund. Other
activities include girls basketball
tournament hosted by Kingdom
Building Basketball Saturday,
June 16 and Sunday, June 17.
Tuesday, June 17 Youth 3-on-3
Hoops, free boys and girls divi-
sion. For more information
contact 972-542-5014, Old
Settler’s Recreation Center,
1201 E. Louisiana Street.

• Hamilton Park
Neighborhood Willie B. Johnson
Recreation Center 22nd Annual
Juneteenth Parade & Fest.
Homegrown talents include
Everson Walls (former Dallas
Cowboys), Kevin Murphy (for-
mer Tampa Bay Buccaneers),
Donald Payton (Historian),
Lenny Nash (Music Artist),
Yarborough & Peoples
(Recording Artists), Clergymen,
Educators, Doctors, Attorneys,
Public Officials, and African
American Entrepreneurs. The
event will take place on
Saturday June 16th at the Willie
B. Johnson Recreation Center
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The
parade will begin promptly at
9:00 a.m. (location TBA). This
year's theme is "Unity In The
Community", reclaiming our
community and securing our
future. A Health Fair featuring
local providers/associations will
take place from 9 a.m. to 11
a.m. Some of the activities
planned are: Senior Fashion
Show, Kid Bubble Bounce, Face
Painting, R&B, Hip Hop and
Gospel Entertainment, Art /
History Displays, Retail
Services Market, Job Fair, Car
Show / Auto Financing, Food,
etc. and plain good old fashion
fun. Contacts and
Confirmations: Joe Bruton -
Center Director (214) 670-
6182 phone (214) 670-6185 fax
Gina Riley Gray (Volunteer)
Special Events Coordinator

(214) 570-9925 email:opp-
1962@sbcglobal.net Lisa
Rausaw - New Mount Zion
Baptist Church - Parade
Coordinator (214) 341-6459

• The 2007 Best Southwest
Juneteenth Celebration will be
held on Saturday, June 16,
2007, 4:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. at
Valley Ridge Park, in Cedar
Hill. Bessie Coleman, Barbara
Jordan, and Scott Joplin, “the
King of Ragtime”, will be hon-
ored at the event. Activities
include a re-enactment of the
Buffalo Soldiers, the first peace-
time all-black regiment in the
U.S. Army, and the Living
History Frontier Boy Scout
Troop featuring frontier camp-
grounds and Native American
teepees. Family activities
include Texas Junior Angler
Fishing, rock climbing wall, car
show, photography competition,
arts and crafts vendors, a variety
of food, and musical perform-

ances. The main free concert
will begin at 8:00 p.m. featuring
Fingerprints, a smooth jazz
band, considered to be one of
the best-kept secrets of the
south. For more information
regarding the 4th Annual Best
Southwest Juneteenth
Celebration please contact the
Recreation Department at
(972) 218-3702.

• The 5th annual "Celebration
and Liberation" Juneteenth
commemoration sponsored by
members of the Bahá’í Faith
will be held at the new Dallas
Bahá’í Center at 9400 Plano
Road, Dallas TX 75238 on
Saturday, June 16th 2007 from
2:00 – 7:00 pm.This year's pro-
gram, entitled "Celebration and
Liberation," will continue fun
activities for children, youth,
and adults with games, arts and
crafts, face painting, bounce
house, clown balloon sculp-
tures, refreshments, and live

music. For the "Liberation"
aspect, three innovative work-
shops will be offered twice each,
and the inspiring documentary
film, The Language You Cry In,
will be screened and discussed
twice. The film concerns
African cultural survival in
America. Registration for work-
shops, 2:00 pm – 3:00 pm;
Juneteenth Observation, 3:00
pm – 3:45 pm; Workshop I:
Nurturing Virtues in Children;
4:00 pm and 5:00 pm;
Workshop II: Liberation
Theology; 4:00 pm and 5:00
pm; Workshop III: Dialogue of
the African Diaspora, 4:00 pm
and 5:00 pm. Film
Showings/Discussions: 2:00
pm, 4:00 pm, 5:00 pm, and 6:00
pm. All activities are free to the
public. To pre-register for work-
shops or to request more infor-
mation, send e-mail to june-
t e e n t h 0 7 @ y a h o o . c o m .
Information by mail or tele-

phone, please contact:
Juneteenth "Celebration and
Liberation" Committee, 9400
Plano Road, Dallas TX 75238,
214-546-1935.

• Paul Laurence Dunbar
Lancaster-Kiest Branch
Library Juneteenth activities
will include music, informal
reception and festivities.
Tuesday, June 19, 2007 2-4
PM  2008 E. Kiest Blvd
Dallas, Phone 214-670-1952
FREE

• The City of Plano
Douglass Community Center
will host the 2007 Juneteenth
Celebration Saturday, June 23,
2007, 8:00 pm- 10:00pm. Join
in the observance and enjoy a
day of community service,
family fun and games, live
music, celebrity sporting
event, and a carnival atmos-
phere. Free, 1111 H Avenue.
For more information contact
972-941-7174.

Eddie Donates DNA To
Determine Daddyhood




