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DALLAS -- State
Senator Royce West (D-
Dallas) praised the
implementation of a plan
to remove older, pollut-
ing automobiles from
Texas roads. The accel-
erated vehicle replace-
ment plan will pay up to
$3,500 to auto owners in
various parts of the state
as part of an overall plan

to improve air quality,
particularly in Texas’
urban centers. 

“This is how Texas
can say Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year to
thousands of drivers who
own older vehicles,” said
Senator West. “While
the assistance program is
not available to every-
one, it’s a great opportu-

nity that amounts to a
substantial down pay-
ment on a new or late
model car that lower-
income Texans should
hurry to take advantage
of.”

The program is part of
a six-year-old emissions
plan by the Texas
Commission on
Environmental Quality

administered by the
North Central Texas
Council of
Governments. Single
auto owners who live in
Dallas-Fort Worth,
Houston, Austin and
their surrounding coun-
ties who earn up to
$30,630 are eligible to
apply for assistance. For
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Obama, Clinton Head for Democratic
Showdown in South Carolina Jan 26

Kenya is Breaking my Heart

Big Oil
Mission Creep
Accomplished

By Harry C. Alford
NNPA Columnist

Beyond The Rhetoric

I have been to Kenya
three times and each time
my love for this land and
its people grows stronger
and stronger. The plush
green highlands and the
robust savannahs have no

rival. The view of Fern
Valley from the mountain-
sides is absolutely aston-
ishing. One can get “high”
from watching a sunset
before Mount Kilimanjaro. 

Millions of animals in
their natural habitat replete
with the stoic Masai war-
riors walking amongst the
wildlife with no fear at all.
The city of Nairobi with its

By Hazel Trice Edney
NNPA Editor-in-Chief

W A S H I N G T O N
(NNPA) – The score is
now one to one. 

Sen. Hillary Clinton
with her 39 percent to 37

percent win in New
Hampshire Tuesday night
and Sen. Barack Obama
with his 39 percent to her
29 percent win in Iowa
Jan. 3 are now headed for
a rematch in South
Carolina Jan. 26 where

the more than 40 percent
Black Democratic voters
will decide what happens
next. 

Obama says voter
turnout will be the key.

“What will help me to
get elected is making sure

the people turn out to
vote and that they recog-
nize the opportunity that
we have to - for the first
time in a long time -
really change our poli-
tics…And that’s true,

impressive skyline is
indeed cosmopolitan. The
people have the friendliest
and most genuine smiles.
They are good folks.

The current state of
affairs of this nation can-
not be considered a shock
to me because I have been
watching it “brew” for
sometime. The rioting on
television brings back the

memory of the Rwanda
Horror. Hopefully, it will
cease soon but the possi-
bility is causing me to
lose sleep. I have made
good friends and we have
great plans for the future.
Right now, my main con-
cern is their safety.

Kenya is in its third
presidential regime. The

Senator West Praises Auto Replacement Program

See West, Page 15

Blackonomics

Cover
Story Page 9

See Kenya, Page 4

See Page 2

See Obama, Page 7

See Legacy, Page 9

Have you had enough
yet? Are you convinced
yet? Now that oil has hit
that magical price of
$100.00 per barrel, are you
finally ready to respond
with a strategy that makes
sense this time? Or, do you
want to call for another Gas
Out Day? Been there, done
that, right? Although we
missed a great opportunity
back in 2002 to show the oil
thieves we would not take
being ripped-off lying
down, now that we are pay-
ing through the nose, and
every other orifice, for
gasoline and related oil
products, maybe now we
are ready to strike back.

Bush, Cheney, Rice, and
their international crew of

oil thieves have slowly but
surely secured their futures
and that of their families
with their shady deals and
secret meetings with the oil
barons. Under the guise of
developing an energy poli-
cy for the United States,
“Darth” Cheney, the guy
who has given new mean-
ing to the “Vice” in Vice
President, convened his
boys and girls and has yet to
divulge what went on in
those meetings. He also, as
former Chairman and CEO
of Halliburton, negotiated
pipeline deals for Chevron
and, if you connect the dots,
you will see why he was
and still is so adamant
about maintaining the wars

See Oil, Page 12
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Anthony Neil Moss,
34, portrays Staff
Sergeant Worthy in
the award winning
short film The Grass
Grows Green is one of
his greatest accom-
plishments to date.
The Dallas resident
and single father has
spent a lifetime pursu-
ing his dream as an

actor and made his
first trip to the 2007
Sundance Film
Festival as a co-star
of the selected short
film.  Originally from
the San Francisco
area, Moss grew up in
Sacramento where he
realized his dream of
one day being an
actor.

Shortly after high
school graduation,

Moss joined the
United States Air
Force and spent his
military career as a
military police officer.
Upon completion of
his tour, Moss left the
military and returned
to life as a civilian. 

At 26 years old,
Moss attended a cast-
ing call for the Eddie
Murphy and Martin
Lawrence comedy

LIFE, where he had
his first film break.
Following the advice
of a colleague on the
set, Moss decided that
to be a successful
actor, he needed to
prepare himself appro-
priately to follow his
dream.   

Through much
determination and
tenacity he has
secured roles in sever-

al commercials and
print advertisements
as well as co-starred
in motion pictures.
The Shadow-lands
featuring Academy
Award Nominee Gary
Busey is a Gamma
Film Production, and
many others.  Look for
Moss in 2008 in an
upcoming advertise-
ment for the Texas
State Lotto.

ADI’s professional services were instru-
mental in the construction of the Zuma

Entertainment Center.

WE PROVIDE PROFESSIONAL
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ENVIRONMENTAL AND
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SERVICES TO THE WORLD

8035 E. R.L. Thorton Frwy., Suite 605 • Dallas, TX 75228
(214) 760-7112 • (214) 242-2742 fax

www.adiassociatesinc.com • adiengineering@sbcglobal.net
Don Anyanwu, Ph.D., P.E., CEM - President

Anthony Neil Moss

Carmin Coutee, president of
Magnolia Custom Homes, is one
of the few woman-run custom
home developers in the Chicago
metropolitan area. The unique
combination of Coutee’s educa-
tional background, business acu-
men, Southern upbringing and
motherly sensibilities gives
Magnolia Custom Homes a dis-
tinctive edge in a cookie-cutter-
homebuilder market.  

Coutee founded Magnolia
Homes out of frustration over the
poor workmanship and uninter-
esting floor plans she discovered
when searching for her family’s
home. After designing her home
and acting as her own general
contractor, she decided to put her
MBAand business experience to
work creating livable, unique
homes that combined a woman’s

pragmatism with the grand,
essential elements of Southern
homes, such as roomy front
porches to watch children play
and visit with friends and neigh-
bors, French Quarter-style gas
lanterns that adorn the entries,
abundant floor-to-ceiling win-
dows, lavishly detailed kitchens,
vintage bathrooms, three-car
garages, and sweeping staircases.

Being the granddaughter of a
builder, actively investing in real
estate for over 10 years, and
holding an Illinois Real Estate
Broker’s license gives Coutee
the experience to create a suc-
cessful venture by carving out a
niche that serves those who
desire upscale well-constructed,
classic homes in great communi-
ties.

Prior to starting Magnolia
Homes, Coutee founded and led
a marketing and e-business strat-
egy consulting firm that built its
success by listening to its clients
and their customers.  That same
customer focus still drives
Magnolia Custom Homes as a
key tenet for delivering distinc-
tive homes and delighting home-
owners. 

Coutee holds an MBA from
Northwestern University’s pres-
tigious J.L. Kellogg School of
Management, a Master of
Science degree with highest dis-
tinction from DePaul University,

organizations such as Junior
League and Jack and Jill Inc. 

Coutee, 33, currently resides
in Naperville, Ill., with her hus-
band Winston and four children,
ages 10, 6, 4 and 2, as they await
the completion of their Magnolia
Custom Home. For more infor-
mation on Magnolia Custom
Homes, call 630.868.8434 or
visit www.MagnoliaCustom
Homes.com.

and a Bachelor  of Science
degree from Louisiana State
University in Baton Rouge.   

Additionally, Coutee is a
member of the Northern Illinois
Home Builders Association, the
National Association of Realtors,
and the Realtor Association of
West/South Suburban
Chicagoland.  She is also active
in many philanthropic and social

Carmin Coutee

Dawn Carter serves
as President and
founder of Donlyn
Productions, Inc. and
has worked in the
entertainment industry
for more than a decade
as a writer and pro-
ducer. 

Dawn is currently
working in the FOX
Diversity Develop-
ment Department
where she is training
as a studio representa-
tive for 20th Century

Fox/New Regency
Films.  She served as
the Producer Liaison

for such films as First
Daughter, Mr. & Mrs.
Smith, And Date
Movie .  Dawn previ-
ously worked with
FOX Channels Group
as a field producer for
the FOX/TV cable
shows “Track Side
Live,” featuring 24-
hour horseracing. 

In 2001, Carter ’s
company created with
FOX Diversity, The
Fox Journey to
Excellence Mentoring
Program, an on-going
monthly education

program which helps
foster academic,
social and personal
development for eco-
nomically disadvan-
taged and high-risk
students by introduc-
ing them to leaders in
various fields of inter-
est.

Carter has produced
several Public Service
Announcements for
The Magic Johnson
Foundation’s annual
fundraising event
“Midsummer Nights,”
along with the

National PSA
“African American
Jockeys,” For Black
History Month.
Magic Johnson Enter-
tainment has also
served as executive
producers on several
of Dawn’s television
projects including a
one-hour episodic TV
series (pilot) crime
drama, and a family
sitcom co-created with
Andrea Wiley execu-
tive producer of “The
Parkers.”  Carter also
joined Wiley in 2006

Dawn Carter as co-producer of
"Soulmate".  

In 2006, DonLyn
optioned I've Got Five
On It, a documentary
about top African
American Women in
Congress created by
author Vanessa
Morman.

2007 brought
Carter ’s first indie
film to the big screen,
Contradictions of the
Heart starring
LisaRaye, Clifton
Powell, Wendy Raquel
Robinson and others.



Op-Ed

January 10 - 16, 2008 | North Dallas Gazette | visit us online at www.NorthDallasGazette.com | 3

Advisory Board:

Distribution

Advisory Board
Committees:

Chairman Emeritus
Jim Bochum

Published By
Minority Opportunity News,

Inc.

Assistant To Publisher
Rosie Roberts

Office Manager

Production

Special Projects Manager
Edward Dewayne

“Preacher Boy” Gibson, Jr.

Account Executive
Shawntina Horton

Kedah Shabazz-Terry

Religious/
Marketing Editor

Shirley Demus Tarpley

Assignment Editor
972-606-3890

Assistant Editor
Ruth Ferguson

Publicist
Cheryl Jackson

Contributing Writers
Jesse Williams
Arlinda Arriga

Paul Hailey

Photography
Patrick “PJ” Johnson
Laquisha Buchanan

Ronald Coleman
Edna Dorman

Intern
Pietro Elina

Publisher’s Office:
Phone: (972) 516-2992
Fax: (972) 509-9058

publisher@northdallasgazette.com

Sales Department:
Phone: (972) 606-7498
Fax: (972) 509-9058

opportunity@northdallasgazette.com

Editorial Department:

Phone: (972) 516-2992 

Fax: (972) 516-4197

editor@northdallasgazette.com

Website: www.NorthDallasGazette.com

MON-The Gazette assumes no responsibility for unsolicited material
and reserves the right to edit and make appropriate revisions.

Where Do You Want
To Go Today?

The North Dallas Gazette formally Minority Opportunity News,
was founded July, 1991, by Jim Bochum and Thurman R. Jones

John Dudley
Myrtle Hightower

Fred Moses
Annie Dickson
Cecil Starks

Willie Wattley
Coty Rodriguez-Anderson

B. J. Williams
Denise Upchurch

Barbara Simpkins,
ADVISORY BOARD SECRETARY

Integrity Distribution Company

Public Relations Planning
and Implementation

Cecil Starks, CHAIRPERSON

Business Growth Referral
John Dudley, CHAIRPERSON

Program Policy Development
Annie Dickson, CHAIRPERSON

Quality Assurance
Myrtle Hightower, CHAIRPERSON

Coty Rodriguez

1100 Summit, Suite 101 • Plano, Texas 75074

2000

THE TRUTH CLINIC
The Iowa Enigma

Something unique
and perhaps even
providential hap-
pened in Iowa last
Thursday.

Barack Obama
became the first
black candidate to
win a presidential
caucus or primary in
over 230 years of
America’s history.

The fact that rural
Iowa, 95 per cent
white, elderly and the
epitome of conserva-
tive convention,
voted for a black man
should cause voters
in the two immediate
primaries in New
Hampshire and South
Carolina and then the
February 5th cluster
of primaries to pause
and think seriously
about the profound
statement made by
Iowans.

Obama, 46, the son
of a black Kenyan
father and a white
American mother
from Kansas is a
Harvard Law School
graduate who
launched his political
career by organizing
black churches on the
industrial South Side
of Chicago.  He was
elected to the Illinois
legislature in 1997.
He was thrust into the
national spotlight
when he was chosen
as the keynote speak-
er for the 2004
Democratic National
Convention.  Elected
to the U.S. Senate
just four months later
he became only the
third black U.S. sena-
tor since
Reconstruction.

The first-term
Illinois senator
gained momentum at

just the right time.
An influx of new cau-
cus-goers and inde-
pendents helped to
propel Obama past
Hillary Clinton, the
well funded and well
known front-runner.
"We came together as
Democrats, as
Republicans and
independents, to
stand up and say we
are one nation, we are
one people and our
time for change has
come," Obama said
as he spoke to the
delirious crowd of
happy supporters.

Obama received 38
percent of the caucus
vote, John Edwards
30%, while the preor-
dained invincible
Clinton came in third
with 29%.

Iowans didn’t vote
for Obama because of
his eloquent oratory
or his Kennedy like
charisma.

They embraced his
opposition to the Iraq
war, his mission to
clean up the corrup-
tion and special inter-
ests that control
Washington, his
promise of universal
health care, and the
enthusiasm for politi-
cal change generated
by his grass roots
organization.  His
army of volunteers
and professionals
turned out a massive
number of first time
caucus participants
estimated at over
320,000.   The enor-
mity of this accom-
plishment can only be
realized by compar-
ing it to the 125,000
that turned out in
2003 and the 59,000
in 2000.

Obama campaigned
aggressively on a
promise to change
Washington.  Clinton
had cast doubt on
Obama's ability to
bring about the
change he advocated
and accused him of
being naive and inex-
perienced while tout-
ing her decades of
Washington experi-
ence.

Iowans questioned
the ability of the
“experienced” candi-
dates, who are bound
hand and foot to the
party playbook, to
bring about needed
change and voted
accordingly.

A victorious Barack
Obama portrayed his
decisive first-place
finish in the Iowa
Democratic caucuses
as a "defining
moment" that he said
would lead the way to
change in Washington
and an end to the war
in Iraq.  Throughout
his campaign he has
encouraged voters to
set aside the cyni-
cism, doubt, and fear
that has become the
focus of American
politics and set a
course for change
rooted in new hope
and a new destiny
that we the people
create.

Race remains a bit-
terly divisive issue in
the US, and the
Iowan moment could
change dramatically
as the radical ele-
ments that thrive on
divisiveness, racism
and fear begin their
stealth campaigns to
retain the status quo.

For all of Thursday
night's drama, the

startling results in
Iowa do not preclude
a tight race going
into New Hampshire
and South Carolina.
Hillary Clinton has
raised plenty of
money and assembled
a sophisticated and
tough politically
savvy field organiza-
tion.

While the momen-
tous and magnificent
moment of Obama’s
win in Iowa may be
just a fleeting aberra-
tion and may never to
be seen again for a
long time it must be
savored and appreci-
ated like a rare vin-
tage wine by those
who witnessed it.

Obama described
the moment this way,
“But sometimes, just
sometimes, there are
nights like this, a
night that, years from
now, when we've
made the changes we
believe in, when
more families can
afford to see a doctor,
when our children
inherit a planet that's
a little cleaner and
safer, when the world
sees America differ-
ently, and America
sees itself as a nation
less divided and more
united, you'll be able
to look back with
pride and say that
this was the moment
when it all began.” 

His vision is now
one step closer to
reality thanks to that
enigmatic happening
in Iowa.

James W.
Breedlove

Comments or opin-
ions may be sent to
the writer at: www.
truthclinic.com



first was led by their liberator
Jomo Kenyatta. His term was
long but necessary as they
transitioned from colonial-
ism to revolution to democ-
racy. Arap Moi was an inter-
esting leader as he led by
tribal coalition versus the
Kikuyu dominance of the
Kenyatta regime. The current
president is Kibaki who is
Kikuyu but is constantly
reminded that the other
tribes, especially the Luo,
have their place in govern-
ment and power as well.
Personally, I feel the fault of
Kibaki’s leadership is not
tribal based but due to down-
right personal greed.
Whenever I note a conflict of
interest in commercial mat-
ters there appears to be a
direct relative of the
President involved. It’s not
coincidental and of course
any relative of Kibaki would
have to be Kikuyu. One
should not get the impression
that there is an official tribal
conspiracy.

We once spent a lovely
evening with a cabinet mem-
ber enjoying libation while
looking out over his personal
farm – palatial estate. He told
us that President Kibaki had
recently sent a military heli-
copter over his land to assess
its beauty and value. Later,
the President informed him
that he was considering
annexing (eminent domain)
his land. I asked, “How did
you respond”? He retorted, “I
told him if he tried I will per-
sonally kill him”.

Confrontation between a
President and a cabinet mem-
ber can become very serious
hard ball.

Such disputes and myste-
rious deaths (often reported
by the press) becomes a way
of life in Kenyan politics and
it makes us appreciate our
style of democracy.

Another indicator that
something bad was about to
happen was the recent elec-
tions held by the National
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry. We learned that our
first contact and good friend,
Laban, had won the vote. We
later learned that he could not
be inaugurated because the
incumbent was refusing to
relinquish the office. It was
going to court and that may
take years. Laban is Luo and
his rival is Kikuyu and the
opposing sides were starting
to assemble in like fashion.
Such is the case in the current
national presidential elec-
tions. They (Kikuyu’s) want
to tie it up in court which
would give Kibaki years of
continued reign. The courts
in Kenya move at a snail’s
pace. Thus, there is conflict
in the streets.

In Kenya, one would
think the tribal deal was all
over by now. Every Kenyan
is fluent in three languages.
English is taught in the
schools; each has his own
tribal tongue (37 tribal
dialects); and finally Swahili
are the three forms of com-
munication. Swahili is a
regional language developed

for commercial communica-
tion over 1,000 years ago. It
is spoken from the Congo,
Uganda and Southern Sudan
down through Tanzania and
Malawi. It is truly a “Lingua
Franca”.

Basically, the Kenyans
are united. They tolerate
many religions and honor all
cultures. It is this
political/power thing that is
causing the friction. It does-
n’t help that the United States
and Britain, the colonial
oppressor for over a century,
have been rather silent on
this election issue. The US is
always poking its “nose” in
foreign elections but, for
some reason Jimmy Carter
and others weren’t around for
this last election. 

President Kibaki is letting
his lust for money (by way of
power) get in the way of the
democratic process. I say to
him: It is time to go to
Switzerland and count all the
money you already have. The
“party” has come to an end. 

In the name of Jomo
Kenyatta, let freedom ring
loud in your great nation.
Allow an accurate, transpar-
ent and honest vote tally to
occur. Kenya is greater than
you and freedom has no
patience.

My beloved Kenya, I pray
for your safety and peace.

Harry Alford is the co-
founder, President/CEO of
the National Black Chamber
of Commerce, Inc. Website:
www.nationalbcc.org.

DALLAS – Dr. Joseph
Ravenell, assistant profes-
sor of internal medicine at
UT Southwestern Medical
Center, has received a
Harold Amos Medical
Faculty Development
Award from the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation.
The $416,558 award sup-
ports his research for the
next four years. 

The Harold Amos award
was created to increase the
number of academic medi-
cine faculty from historical-
ly disadvantaged ethnic,
financial or educational
backgrounds. The awards
identify researchers who
have excelled in their edu-
cation and who have com-
pleted or are completing
formal clinical training.
Recipients are committed
to pursuing academic
careers, serving as role
models for students and fel-
low faculty, decreasing
health disparities, and
improving the health and
well-being of the under-
served.
A native of New Jersey, Dr.
Ravenell completed med-
ical school at the University
of Chicago, where he first
became interested in aca-
demic medicine and in
treating underserved
patients. 

“I had the opportunity to
work on a black men’s
health project where we did
focus groups with under-
served patients,” said Dr.

Ravenell, who completed
his residency at the
University of Pennsylvania
and a clinical epidemiology
fellowship at Cornell
University Medical Center.
“The results of that study
were used to get funding to
start a black men’s health
clinic.”

He was recruited to UT
Southwestern in 2005 by
Dr. Ronald Victor, profes-
sor of internal medicine and
principal investigator of the
Barbershop Project, a bar-
ber-run program aimed at
improving diagnosis and
treatment of hypertension
in black men. Dr. Ravenell
said the Barbershop Project
is key in linking clinical
work and research designed
to benefit underserved
patients. 

Dr. Ravenell said fund-
ing from the Harold Amos
award will allow him to
study a phenomenon
known as “physician iner-
tia,” where doctors may be

reluctant to aggressively
treat hypertension in
African-American men. 
“ I’m interested in study-
ing reasons why doctors
may not be more aggressive
in initiating or intensifying
therapy for high blood pres-
sure,” he said. “Poorly con-
trolled hypertension in
patients can have severe
and devastating conse-
quences.”

The award was named in
honor of Dr. Harold Amos,
who was the first African-
American to chair a depart-
ment, now the Department
of Microbiology and
Medical Genetics, at
Harvard Medical School.

Dr. Ravenell is the sev-
enth UT Southwestern
researcher to win this pres-
tigious grant. Other UT
Southwestern winners and
the years grants were
received include: Dr.
Richard King, assistant
professor of neurology
(2006); Dr. Ohwofiemu
Nwariaku, associate profes-
sor of surgery (2002); for-
mer faculty members Dr.
Edsel Arce-Hernandez
(1999), Dr. Carmela
Morales (1996) and Dr.
Ivor Benjamin (1985); and
former fellow Dr. David
Wilkes (1992). 

Visit http://www.ut
southwestern.org/patient-
care/medicalservices/hlv.ht
ml to learn more about UT
Southwestern’s clinical
services in hypertension.

Ravenell named recipient of grant from
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
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Out Of Africa / Health

With the cold and flu
season now upon us, it's
time for health-minded
individuals to pay partic-
ular attention to washing
their hands on a regular
basis because, according
to the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC),
cleaning our hands is the
single most important
measure people can take
to keep from getting a
cold or the flu.

"Studies have shown
that 40 percent of
women and 58 percent of
men do not routinely
wash their hands-includ-
ing after using restroom
facilities," says Adam

Siegel, a certified
hygiene program manag-
er at UniFirst, which
provides safety apparel
and facility cleanliness
products to companies
throughout North
America.

Health studies have
shown that cold and flu
germs are able to survive
on and be transferred
from many commonly
touched surfaces for up
to 48 hours. Some are
obvious, like door han-
dles, phones, and com-
puter keyboards. But
others tend to be less
apparent, like elevator
buttons, cafeteria tables,

and debit card keypads.
When soap and water

are not available, med-
ical experts recommend
that waterless hand sani-
tizing gels or wipes,
such as Purell(R) prod-
ucts, be used as they can
kill 99.9 percent of the
most common germs that
cause illness.

For hand washing to
be truly effective, the
CDC says it must be
done for at least 20 sec-
onds and involve a thor-
ough cleaning of the
front and back of the
hands, as well as the
areas between fingers
and under the nails. And

since damp faucets can
provide inviting homes
for cold and flu germs,
cleanliness experts gen-
erally recommend turn-
ing knobs with paper
towels and, similarly,
activating blow dryers
with paper or even
elbows. 

As experts at the
Mayo Clinic point out,
hand washing doesn't
take much time or effort,
but it certainly offers
great rewards in terms of
preventing illness-partic-
ularly, they would likely
add, when it comes to
enjoying a sneeze-free
cold and flu season!

Clean Hands are Key to Fighting Cold, Flu Germs

Kenya, Page 1

Dr. Joseph Ravenell
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Rover Dramawerks
will present An Infinite
Ache by David Schulner
at the Cox Building
Playhouse, 1517 H
Avenue in Plano (next to
the Courtyard Theater).
Performances are January
17 - February 9, 2008,
with shows on Thursdays,
Fridays, and Saturdays at
8:00 p.m., with an addi-
tional matinee perform-
ance on Saturday, January
26 at 2:00 p.m. 

Even on a blind date,
there is always a little
"what if...?" moment
when you imagine all the
possibilities of your
future with this person,
from the first kiss to sit-
ting on the porch sur-
rounded by grandchil-
dren. How do you know
when you've met "the
one"? Hope (played by
Debbie Cheng of Plano)
and Charles (Clayton
Shane Farris of Dallas)
are two twentysomethings
about to end a supremely
uninteresting first date

when all of the possibili-
ties of their future shared
lives rush to meet them at
breathtaking speed. An
Infinite Ache is a love
story about time and the
infinite directions in
which two lives can trav-
el. What if...?

Playwright David
Schulner is best known as
a writer and producer for
the popular TV series,
Desperate Housewives
and the highly anticipated
new series on FOX, The
Oaks. He has also written
for several other success-
ful series, including Once
and Again on Lifetime,
Everwood on The WB,
and Tell Me You Love Me
on HBO. An Infinite Ache
was one of three plays
that Mr. Schulner pro-
duced during the 2001-
2002 season; the others
included Isaac, based on
the Biblical story of
Abraham and Isaac, and
This Thing of Darkness.

Lisa Devine of
Dallas directs with Joslyn

Justus of Dallas as
Assistant Director/Stage
Manager. Clint Alan Ray
of Plano is set designer,
with Michelle Burdeaux
of Plano as lighting
designer. Jason Rice of
Plano is sound designer,
Tish Mussey-Hitt of
Garland is properties
designer, and Robin
Coulonge of Allen is cos-
tume designer. Ande
Bewley of Plano is light
and sound board operator.

Tickets for Surviving
Grace are $15.00 on
Thursdays and matinees
and $18.00 on Fridays
and Saturdays. Thursday,
January 17 is Preview
Night, and all seats are
"pay-what-you-can."

Tickets may be
ordered online at
www.roverdramawerks.c
om, and season tickets are
also available for the
remaining five shows in
Rove Dramawerks' 2007-
08 Season. For more
information, please call
972-849-0358.

Arts & Entertainment

Rover Dramawerks To Present An Infinite Ache

Plano TX - Stephanie
Ward Gallery is turning
Jazz Friday into a fundrais-
ing opportunity for local
groups in need of money.
The gallery at 920 18th St.
in Plano, is has created  a
talented line up of local
musicians that will perform
during the monthly Jazz
Friday event where musi-
cians sing while patrons
view art and enjoy hot food
from local restaurants.

All That the Band fea-
turing Mahogany will per-
form at the next Jazz
Friday January 18, 2008 7-

9:30 p.m. The group plays
a mixture of old school
R&B and smooth jazz.

"This group is one of the
Jazz Friday favorite," said
Ms Ward. "They have the
crowd dancing, singing and
snapping their fingers."

The gallery has signed
on with a number of local
organizations to use Jazz
Friday as a fundraiser.
Under the new non-profit
program, organizations are
allowed to keep the lion’s
share of the money they
receive from selling tickets
to the monthly event.  The

gallery provides, the
music, food, and takes care
of other cost related to the
event.

“I have a commitment
to the community I do busi-
ness in and this is a way to
give back,” said Stephanie
Ward, gallery owner. “Jazz
Friday is a huge success for
the gallery and I wanted to
create a way for others to
profit from the success of
these events.” 

“We ask for them to
give us a small amount
from e-ticket  sales and we
handle the rest,” said Ms.

Ward. The non-profit is
allowed to also solicit
donations during the event.

The first organization to
take advantage of the new
program is the Foster Kidd
Foundation in Dallas/Fort
Worth. The organization
provides funding for
minorities and disadvan-
taged youth who are inter-
ested in learning how to
play golf. The Foundation
partners with other organi-
zations to teach children
life’s skills, such as hon-
esty, sportsmanship and
integrity in addition to put-

ting, pitching, chipping and
driving.

The group's Board
Chairman, Russ Cuffee, an
avid golfer is passionate
about the game of golf and
introducing the game to
youth from disadvantaged
communities.  He says he
hopes partnering with the
gallery will help generate
the funds needed to contin-
ue the organization's lega-
cy of giving.

Jazz Friday is the third
Friday of each month from
7- 9 p.m. at Stephanie
Ward Gallery in Plano.

Everyone is welcomed and
interested parties can pur-
chase tickets by calling the
gallery at 469 229-0024 or
they can call the Foster
Kidd Foundation at (214)
533-1927 or logon to
www.fosterkiddfounda-
tion.com.

Other non-profit organi-
zations interested in using
the Jazz Friday as a
fundraiser should call the
gallery at 469 229-0024 or
e-mail us at stephanie-
gallery@aol.com or log
onto www.stephanieward
gallery.com.

Plano Gallery Uses Jazz Night To Raise Funds For Nonprofit Organizations

The next meeting of
the African American
Republican Club is
Tuesday, January 15th
at 7:00 pm at the New
Republican Headquar-

ters. It will be Dr.
Martin Luther King's
Birthday and informa-
tion will be shared
regarding Dr. King
being a Republican

along with other infor-
mation.  The address of
the new headquarters is
8416 Stacy Road,
McKinney, TX.

Collin County African American Republican Club 
Meeting on MLK's Birthday January 15th



Deadline is January
18, 2008

The Tom Joyner
Foundation Full Ride
Scholarship is this organi-
zation’s most prestigious
scholarship award to date.
One scholarship will be
awarded to a freshman
entering a Historically
Black College or
University (HBCU) in the
United States in the fall of
2008. The scholarship
recognizes academic dis-
tinction as well as strong
character and personal
qualities.

The recipient of the
Full Ride Scholarship will
receive full tuition
waivers and stipends to
cover room and board (on
campus only) and books.
The scholarship recipient
will have to maintain a
required 3.0 GPA (on a
4.00 scale) and 15 credit
hours per semester -the
scholarship award will be
renewed each semester up
to ten (10) semesters. 

Eligibility

1.) United States
Citizen

2.) Current high school
seniors attending school
in the United States
(applicant must be antici-
pating completion of high
school in the Spring of
2008).

3.) Minimum high
school grade point aver-
age of 3.50 (on a 4.00
grade scale, excluding
home school studies) and
Minimum SAT score of
1300 (math and verbal
only)/ or ACT score of 28.

4.) Applicants must
have applied and been
accepted into an HBCU
by July 1, 2008.

5.) Applicants must
have demonstrated lead-
ership abilities through
participation in communi-
ty service, extracurricular,
or other activities.

Selection Criteria
Students will be select-

ed as finalists based on
their academic accom-
plishments, intellectual
and creative distinctions,

extracurricular activities,
letters of reference, and
original essays. Finalists
will be invited for a
required interview with
members of the Full
Scholarship Selection
Committee. Interviews
will occur on or around
March 15, 2008.

Application Deadline
The application must

be typed and may be
accessed at www.black-
americaweb.com. The
application, together with
ALL related documenta-
tion must be postmarked
no later than January 18,
2008. Please place your
name on all materials. Do
not staple items together. 

Send the original and
one copy of everything to:
The Tom Joyner
Foundation, Attn: Full
Ride Scholarship
Committee, PO Box
630495 Irving, Texas
75063. Address questions
to the TJF Full Ride
Program.

Phone: 972-789-1058

or Fax: 972-789-1411. 
Visit the website for

the application:
http://www.blackameri-

caweb.com/foundation/pd
f/FullRideApplication.pdf
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The Mayor of Irving,
Herbert A. Gears, formed
the Mayor’s Human
Relations Advisory
Council (MHRAC) in
April 2007 to seek solu-
tions on diversity issues
in the community by
engaging in solution-
based dialogue. The goal
of the eighteen-member

MHRAC is to assist the
Mayor in building public
awareness of the diversi-
ty in the city by advocat-
ing respect for the differ-
ences that makes human
beings unique through
inclusion, education, and
opportunity. The
MHRAC serves as a
resource, identifying var-

ious opportunities the
city should pursue to pro-
mote, value, and respect
diversity in the commu-
nity. 

The role of the
MHRAC is to assess
problems, issues, and
concerns plaguing the
minority populations;
recommend alternative

solutions for resolving
problems; prepare a fact
sheet of information that
can be used in shaping
public policy and local
initiatives; improve cul-
tural understanding and
communications between
ethnic communities and
the community at large
through publications,

special projects, commu-
nity forums; encourage
civic participation at all
levels through education-
al programs and commu-
nity awareness programs
and assist city depart-
ments in establishing a
mechanism for communi-
cating with linguistically
isolated communities.

The MHRAC meeting
is held the first Tuesday
of each month from
4:30p.m. – 6:30p.m. in
the Civic Center
Complex, Council
Conference Room, 825
W. Irving Blvd.  For
additional information,
please call 972-721-
2600.

Mayor’s Human Relations Advisory Council
City of Irving

Rolanda Medina, Sharon Barbosa-Crain, Colvin Gibson, 
Members of Irving Human Rights Committee Meeting

Jack Singley, Superintendent of Irving ISD, Sharon Barbosa-Crain, Colvin Gibson,
Members of Irving Human Rights Committee Meeting

not just for Black folks,
but for all people who’ve
been locked out of the
process,” Obama said in a
telephone interview with
the NNPA News Service
Tuesday. “But, there’s no
doubt that my candidacy
builds on the sacrifices
and work of those who
came earlier, people who
were willing to go to jail
and march and sit in and
heroes like Dr. King who
were willing to sacrifice
their lives so that a future
generation could have the
opportunities that I have.”

Arizona Sen. John
McCain led the New
Hampshire Primary ahead
of former Massachusetts
Gov. Mitt Romney and
former Arkansas Gov.
Mike Huckabee, who won
in Iowa. African-
American voters sparing-
ly support Republican
candidates, usually about
10 percent.

It takes 2,162 delegates
to win the Democratic
nomination. 

Pundits predict that
between South Carolina
and Super Tuesday Feb. 5,
when 22 states will go to
the polls, the obvious
Democratic nominee will
emerge.

Several factors indicate
that anything could hap-
pen. The members of the
Congressional Black
Caucus who have chosen
to endorse have now
tipped 15-16 in favor of
Clinton. The score was
tied until New Jersey Rep.
Donald Payne endorsed
Clinton last week. 

The day after Clinton's
Iowa loss to both Obama
and former North
Carolina Sen. John
Edwards, who got 30 per-
cent of the vote, she told
NNPA that she was not
intimidated by Obama’s
momentum, even in South

Carolina, where polls
indicate he will be
favored among Black vot-
ers.

“I do not see myself as
being disadvantaged. I
have a very long record of
working with and produc-
ing results for African-
Americans, for poor peo-
ple, for hard-working
people, for kids. And I’ll
put that record up against
anyone. And if you want
to know what kind of
changes any of us will
make, look at what we’ve
already done. That’s the
best predictor of what we
will do in the future,” says
Clinton in the interview. 

As Obama prepares to
take his message into
South Carolina, polls
show him with a double-
digit lead over his oppo-
nents. Then they will
compete in the 22 states
where large Black
turnouts are expected to

go to the polls on Super
Tuesday, Feb. 5. Clinton
said in the interview that
she will fight back with
issues.

“I have a long history of
fighting to expand civil
rights and improving our
public schools and giving
every child a chance to go
to college. I’m going to
crack down on predatory
lenders and put home-
ownership back in reach
for middle income and
low income Americans.
I’m finally going to be
able to deliver on health
care because I think the
plan I have is not only
totally universal to cover
everybody, but it’s politi-
cally doable. And we’ll be
doing more to address the
high rates in which
African-Americans suffer
from chronic diseases like
diabetes. I will continue
the work I’ve done to
expand access to capital

and technical assistance
for minority entrepre-
neurs and small business
owners. And I have paid
particular attention to the
economic vitality of both,
our inner cities, and our
rural areas.”

Obama said in the inter-
view that he too will
stress his issues platform.
He says education, more
money and health care are
the three most essential
issues for Black America. 

“Number one has to be
education. And that
means education from the
day a child is born until
the day they graduate
from college. So, we have
proposed an additional
$18 billion a year in edu-
cation spending,” he said. 

He stressed the need for
early childhood educa-
tion, raising teachers’
salaries, offering more
professional development
for teachers, changing

parts of Bush's “No Child
Left Behind” so that
schools that are already
behind get resources that
they need and granting a
$4,000 a year tuition cred-
it for every college stu-
dent. 

Secondly, “We need to
put more money into the
pockets of our communi-
ty,” he said. He said tax
breaks for middle and low
income people, including
mortgage deductions
would be a part of his eco-
nomic plan. 

Finally, a universal
health care system would
be his third priority, he
says, “Making sure that
everybody has a health
care plan that is at least as
good as the health care
plan that I have as a mem-
ber of Congress.”

South Carolina has the
nation’s largest contin-
gency of Black
Democrats. 

Obama, Page 1



Ongoing
381 Days The
Montgomery Bus
Boycott ongoing
through January 13,
2008 This exhibition
commemorates the
1955 bus boycott that
began when Rosa Parks
refused to give up her
seat to a white patron.
The exhibition explores
the many challenges
faced by African
Americans fighting a
segregated system that
was demeaning and
humiliating, as they
continued to endure
harassment by local law
enforcement. Further
the exhibition captures
the unfailing commit-
ment and relentless
determination of a
Black community in its
efforts to oppose and
change laws that
allowed them to be
treated as second-class
citizens. The African
American Museum in
Fair Park, 3536 Grand
Avenue, Dallas For
more information call:
214 565-9026

African American
Republican Club of
Collin County meets
4th Tuesday of every
month at 7:00pm,
Collin County
Republican Party
Headquarters.  For
more info, please call
Fred Moses at 972 618
7027 or email him at
fred@tes.com. 

Collin County Black
Chamber of
Commerce Monthly
Lunch & Learn a great
opportunity to meet
other business owners,
as well as key decision
makers from various
organizations around
the metroplex.   Join us
every third Thursday to

will get free T ‘shirts.
For additional informa-
tion or questions, call
Igor at 214-448-5924.

January 20
Black Music and Civil
Rights Movement
Concert: A Tribute to
Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. presented at the Black
Academy of Arts &
Letters, 650 South
Griffin Street. The show
starts at 7:30 p.m. and
admission is $25. Don’t
miss a show commemo-
rating a visionary leader
like Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. For more infor-
mation on the show call
TBAAL at 214-743-
2400.

January 21
Greater Fort Worth
MLK Jr Holiday
Committee: Vickie
Winans Martin Luther
King JR. Holiday
Celebration at the Bass
Performance Hall, 330
East 4th St in Fort
Worth. The parade will
start at 7:00 p.m. admis-
sion is in between
$15.00 - $45.00. For fur-
ther information please
call 817-212-4309, or
email tyronlane22@sbc-
global.net

January 25
Ladies Night Out fea-
turing Keith Sweat
with Special Guests
Bell Biv Devoe, Guy
with Aaron Hall and
Toni Tony Tone   7:30
PM  NOKIA Theatre
Grand Prairie 1001
NextStage Drive Grand
Prairie 75050 Box
Office: 972.854.5111
Ticketmaster online at
Ticketmaster.com or by
phone at 214.373.8000,
metro 972.647.5700.
Tickets are also available
at all Ticketmaster out-
lets.

12:30 p.m. every
Thursday at Texas Land &
Cattle Steak House 3945
N. Central Expressway
Plano 75023 Must RSVP
a t
www.TheNoLimitNetwor
k.com or call Sylvia
Williams at 972-898-
5882. 

January 10 & 16
African Drumming with
Leo Hassan Leo shares
ancient folktales, songs,
and dances. Come experi-
ence the magic of music at
the Forest Green Branch
Library, 9015 Forest
Lane. The fun begins at
10:30 a.m. and admission
is FREE. For additional
information please call
the library at 214-670-
1335.

January 11
A&R Entertainment
Group hosts its debut
Laugh Out Loud (L.O.L.)
at The Black Academy of
Arts and Letters. This
comedy show features
BET’s Cocoa Brown (of
Comic View), Alvin
Mitchell (of Coming to
the Stage), and host Alex
Thomas (from the Jamie
Fox Show). Admission is
$25 and can be purchased
through Ticketmaster or
TBAAL’s Box Office.
This show is sure to keep
you laughing out loud, so
come by TBAAL’s Naomi
Bruton Theatre on the cor-
ner of Canton and Akard
Streets. For further infor-
mation call 214-743-
2400.

January 12
I Have a Dream: Martin
Luther King Celebrate
the life and story of
Martin Luther King. Write
a poem or story about
your dream to share. The
presentation is being held

at the Audelia Road
Branch Library, 10045
Audelia Road, starting at
2:00 p.m. Admission is
FREE and open to the
public. Call the library at
214-670-8403 for more
information.

January 12 and 13
“Are You Being
Served?” Auditions have
been scheduled for the
Garland Civic Theatre
Saturday and Sunday at
1:00 p.m. The rehearsal,
which must be scheduled
online at www.garland-
civictheatre.org, will con-
sist of cold readings from
the script at the Garland
Civic Theatre rehearsal
hall 108 North 6th Street
in downtown Garland,
Texas. There are 12 roles
available, four female
(age 20-70) and eight
male (age 20-70). Actors
should bring a headshot
and a resume. For more
information please call
GCT at 972-485-8884.

January 14
Elite News Martin
Luther King Day Parade
and Festival at the
Automobile Building at
Fair Park, 3800 Parry
Avenue. The fun lasts all
day from 8:00 a.m. – 4:00
p.m. For further informa-
tion call 214-744-1428, or
email admin@thefocus-
group.us.

January 18
TBAAL Black Academy:
Comedy Night at the
Muse feat. Leon Rogers
January 18 and 19 at the
Dallas Black Academy of
Arts and Letters, Dallas
Convention Center
Theatre Complex starting
at 9:00 p.m. Admission to
the event is $15. For more
information, please call
214-943-2442

January 19
Meet International
Artist Annie Lee in
Lobby of the Dallas Black
Academy of Arts and
Letters, Dallas
Convention Center
Theatre Complex Free to
Public Artwork can be
purchased and signed by
the artist

Dr. Martin Luther King
Junior’s Birthday hon-
ored by the city of Dallas
in its 26th Annual Martin
Luther King Jr. Birthday
Celebration Awards
Banquet, featuring
keynote speaker, the hon-
orable Craig Watkins,
Dallas County District
Attorney at the Adam’s
Mark Hotel 400 North
Olive Street, Dallas, 6:30
pm. Individual tickets
$65, Community Tables
$650, and Sponsor Tables
$1,000.  RSVP no later
than December 28, 2007,
or for any additional
information to 214-670-
8438 or 214-670-8418.

National Multiple
Sclerosis Society Support
group meetings for
African Americans deal-
ing with multiple sclero-
sis. This meeting located
at the Martin Luther King,
Jr. Branch Library, 2922
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Boulevard from 10:00
a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Together Let’s Wipe Out
Cancer! Casino Night
hosted by Igor Kravets
and numerous sponsors to
make a difference in our
planet’s fight against can-
cer. Prima Pasta (In
Stacy’s Furniture)
McDermott & 75; time
5:30p.m. Free food, prizes
and donated items will be
available. Donations $20
Bring your kids too; don’t
forget to bring your danc-
ing shoes. First 50 people

Proud To Be An Active
Partner In The Community

Sponsored By:
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Community Calendar
gain valuable information
presented by featured
guest speakers to help
your business grow.  $15
for members; $20 for non-
members, 11:00am-
1:00pm, Ralph and
Kacoos - 401 S. Central
Expy, Allen.  For general
information and reserva-
tions call 469-424-0120.

DFW Financially
Empowered Women a
group for women interest-
ed in taking charge of
their financial security.
We meet monthly for
lunch or dinner and a fun,
informative seminar on
various financial topics.
For more information call
469-952-0809 or visit
www.meetup.com/378

First Friday- Music
Under the Dome Tired of
crowded bars, night clubs
just don’t for it for you
anymore, weary of net-
working happy hours,
looking for a place to
meet exciting people in a
relaxed environment, the
African American
Museum has just the right
mix for you.  Every
month a local band per-
forms jazz, rhythm, and
blues in the rotunda.
Seating is cabaret style.
Visitors are also able to
tour the galleries.  The
Program is an innovative
series that provides a fun
and energized social envi-
ronment for the communi-
ty to enjoy local blues and
jazz musicians in an inti-
mate setting in the
Museum’s Rotunda.  For
more information contact
the Museum
214.565.9026, ext. 315

No Limit Network
Business Networking
Lunch Have lunch, pro-
mote your business, bring
lots of business cards and
a friend 11:30 a.m. -
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Cover Story

Dr. Marcus Martin - President and CEO of
Education is Freedom

Educating Tomorrow's Workforce
By Jacquinette D.
Murphy

Investing in the
educational future of
the next generation is
the focus of Dr. Marcus
Martin, the newly
appointed President
and CEO of Education
Is Freedom (EIF). The
organization is a
national non-profit
organization headquar-
tered in Dallas, Texas
that provides access to
higher education for
high school and college
students across the
United States of
America. The main
goal of EIF is to
remove the economic
obstacles to higher edu-
cation through the
awarding of scholar-
ships to students out-
side the traditional
scholarship program
criteria.

Dr. Martin is an
accomplished research
scholar and was initial-
ly connected to EIF
through his role as the
director of the J.
McDonald Williams
Institute, the research
arm of the Foundation
for Community
Empowerment. 

"Education Is
Freedom asked me to
perform a measurement
evaluation on the orga-
nization's success and it
took about 14 months,"
stated Martin. Two
days prior to the  close
of the research project
and the presentation of
the major report, the
chief executive officer
informed Martin of her
departure. Thus, he was
soon appointed as the

successor. 
"The organization

was having great suc-
cess in helping kids go
to college and I was
excited to have the
opportunity to help,"
said Martin. 

Helping youth to
excel in education is
something dear to
Martin whose own
rocky start in the educa-
tional arena serves as
the memorable link to
the children he now
prepares to become the
success stories of the
next generation.

"In the experience
of the kids that we
serve, I see my experi-
ence. I was a bad stu-
dent," Martin informed.
"I was placed in special
education in the third
grade and I flunked the
sixth grade," he shared.
Martin eventually grad-
uated from high school
and attended college on
a football scholarship.

It was while in col-
lege that he experi-
enced a personal turn-
ing point that became
the launch pad for his
academic and career
success. "I was an edu-
cation major and was
planning to become a
teacher and a coach.
During my junior year,
my best friend was
killed by a police offi-
cer, my brother was in
prison and my younger
brother was on his way
to prison. My friends
were dead or strug-
gling," he recalled.
Martin soon had a
deeper understanding
of his opportunity for
higher education and its
necessity to obtain eco-

nomic mobility. 
Martin pressed for-

ward amidst these cir-
cumstances and gradu-
ated with a bachelor's
degree in education and
continued to achieve a
master's degree in crim-
inal justice from
Northeast Louisiana
University.  He also
obtained a PhD in
Applied Statistics and
Urban Sociology from
Howard University and
a Master of Public
Health degree with
concentrations in epi-
demiology and commu-
nity health from the
University of North
Texas Health Science
Center of Public
Health.  

Now, instead of
being a casualty of the
educational system,
Martin is spearheading
a catalytic organization
aimed at increasing the
knowledge of our
nation's future work-
force. "The number one
way to increase the
potential of economic
mobility is through
education," said
Martin.

While there are
other programs similar
to EIF that offer schol-
arships to high school
students and college
students, its 2003
launch of the pre-col-
lege school incubation
project, The Dallas
Model, brought a new
meaning to the term
"college preparatory" in
the Dallas Independent
School District. 

The program cur-
rently serves about
1,200 at-risk students
from three Dallas-area

high schools and is
styled as an in-school
resource center that is
dedicated to helping at-
risk high school stu-
dents graduate and
embrace a higher edu-
cation with the essen-
tial tools to perform
well during in their col-
lege years. 

"The program
efforts are intensive and
extensive. We get kids
in academic shape."
Per Martin, it was
understood that some-
times the obstacle to
obtaining a higher edu-
cation is not solely due
to a lack of finances. 

"Those kids suffer
from cumulative disad-
vantages. In order to be
fundamentally effec-
tive, you have to catch
them in their environ-
ment. We have a high
school adviser at the
school that works to
make changes in the

kids in the school. The
greatest advantage is to
work with them in their
environment." Martin
explained. "I know that
it works because I was
one of those kids."

EIF also assists
with the navigating of
the college admissions
processes and serves as
a financial bridge to
"close the gap" in
tuition scholarship
funds. 

The Dallas Model
is currently available at
only three schools in
Dallas ISD and will
expand to more cam-
puses in the next year.
Ultimately, this local
model is being devel-
oped as a pilot for an
educational revitaliza-
tion program that can
be utilized in other dis-
advantaged urban
school districts nation-
wide.

During the last five

years, over $5 million
dollars have been
awarded and of the 161
seniors in the program,
Martin stated 145 are
attending college. 

"Our kids per-
formed better on every
academic measure than
those that are not in the
program. We recruit at
the freshman level so
we are making an eight
year investment."

An investment that
has not gone unnoticed
by Dallas Mayor Tom
Leppert.  During a visit
to James A. Madison
High School, he recent-
ly committed $200,000
of mayoral salary for
the next four years to
help fund college
scholarships for those
in the Education Is
Freedom high school
program.

EIF can benefit
from more mentors to
help the students build
relationships with posi-
tive adults and applauds
the organization's part-
nership with Big
Brothers Big Sisters,
the Junior League of
Dallas and the 7-11-
Corporation. To volun-
teer, obtain scholarship
criteria or to be a part-
ner of EIF, please visit
the organization's web-
site www.educationis-
freedom.org or call the
toll free number 1-866-
EIF-EDUCATE.

"The end result is
to give every young
person a chance to
achieve a higher educa-
tion. For every kid that
we send to college, we
have impacted five or
six generations,” con-
cluded Martin.

Smith president of CCBCC



Arts & Entertainment
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(Dallas) – Dallas
County Health and
Human Services
(DCHHS) is issuing a
consumer warning in
response to a public
health alert issued by the
U.S. Department of
Agriculture's Food Safety
and Inspection Service
(FSIS) for approximately
14,800 pounds of ground
beef products that may be
contaminated with E. coli
O157:H7. The products
were produced by Texas
American Food Service
Corporation, a Fort Worth
establishment doing busi-
ness as American Fresh
Foods. The FSIS initiated
a public health alert after
a trailer containing the
products was reported
stolen by the company.

DCHHS has not
received any reports
regarding the purchase or
consumption of the sus-
pect products.  The
USDA confiscated
approximately 20 pounds
of the beef products from
the Chicken Shack in the
6000 block of South
Lamar Street. 

DCHHS reminds local
retail food establish-
ments, including restau-
rants, caterers, grocers,
as well as private citi-
zens, to be aware of
Texas Food
Establishment Rules as
they relate to the pur-
chase and sale of food
from approved sources.
“Retail food establish-
ments and the general
public should make sure
that any vendor they use
is permitted and in com-
pliance with local and
State regulations to
ensure the health and
safety of the public,” said
Tony Jenkins, DCHHS
Assistant Director of
Environmental Health. 

The consumer products
subject to this public
health alert include:

• 2-pound approximate
weight packages of
"73/27 GROUND BEEF"
bearing a sell-by date of
"12.30.07" 

• 2-pound approximate
weight packages of
"80/20 GROUND BEEF
CHUCK" bearing a sell-
by date of "12.31.07" 

• 1-pound approximate
weight packages of
"85/15 GROUND BEEF
ROUND" bearing a sell-
by date of "12.31.07" 

• 1-pound approximate
weight packages of
"90/10 GROUND BEEF
SIRLOIN" bearing a sell-
by date of "12.31.07" 

• 1-pound approximate
weight packages of
"96/04 EXTRA LEAN
GROUND BEEF, 4%
FAT" bearing a sell-by
date of "12.31.07" 

Each package label
bears the establishment
number "EST. 13116"
inside the USDA mark of
inspection and the com-
pany name "American
Fresh Foods, Ft. Worth,
TX 76102" below the
nutrition information.
Each package has a net
weight of approximately
1 to 2 pounds.   Bulk
product also subject to
this health alert includes: 

• 40-pound "net wt."
box of "73/27 100%
GROUND BEEF;
REWORK MAP" 

• 260-pound "net wt."
combo bin of " CHUCK
100% GROUND BEEF;
REWORK MAP" 

• 370-pound "net wt."
combo bin of "SIRLOIN
100% GROUND BEEF;
REWORK" 

Each bulk product label
bears the establishment
number "EST. 13116"
inside the USDA mark of
inspection as well as a
date of "12-19-07" with
the production informa-
tion filled in by hand. 

Consumers and food
retailers should check for
these products in their
homes and establish-
ments.  The products
should NOT be eaten.
Anyone with any knowl-
edge of these products or
who may have these
products in their posses-
sion should immediately
contact the company at
their consumer toll-free
hotline at 1-800-724-
1136. 

E. coli is a potentially
deadly bacteria that is
particularly dangerous
for young children, sen-
iors and people with
compromised immune
systems.

Hiram McBeth III
Attorney and Counselor at Law

(972) 498-8872
No Charge for Consultation

CIVIL LITIGATION    CLASS ACTIONS
• Avandia (Type 2 Diabetes)
• Peanut Butter Contamination

(Code 2111 Peter Pan or Great Value)
• West Dallas Asbestos Exposure
• Personal Injury, Auto Accidents,

Defective Products, Workplace Injuries
• Corporations (Minority/DBE)

Se Habla Español
Not Certified By The Texas Board of Legal Specialization

A T T O R N E Y

1.800.685.7480
Are you looking for  a lucrative 

business model that really works??
SERIOUS???

Tired of the MLM
broken promises?
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

A U T O

H A I R S A L O N

More than 25 years of Experience
Call Today for Appointment 214-618-8180

8604 Preston Rd., Suite 119 • Plano, Texas 75024
(Preston Village Shopping Center)

The Styling Salon
It’s All About You and Your Family

Now Hiring Hair Stylists & Barbers

• Retouch Relaxer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$55 (Reg. $65)

• Full Highlights, Cut and Style . . . .$95 (Reg. $140)

• Shampoo and Style  . . . . . . . . . . . .$35 (Reg. $45)

• Swedish Massage (30 Minutes) . . . .$30 (Reg. $40)

• Basic Manicure and Pedicure  . . . .$35 (Reg. $40)

• Wednesday’s Special  . . .Men’s $12 • Boy’s $10 

FREE Eyebrow Waxing
(with full hair service)

Business Service Directory

FOR SALE
1995 Lincoln Towncar

29,000 actual miles
Hail damage
214-703-3714

DCHHS Issues Consumer
Warning Regarding Stolen

Ground Beef

1.800.685.7480

A L A R M M O N I T O R I N G

H A N D Y M A N

The Office of the
Secretary of State has been
notified that Morly’s
Wellness, Inc. doing busi-
ness as Curves, located at
9025 Forest Lane, Suite
103, in Dallas, Texas, will
cease operations on
January 15, 2008. 

Members who have time
remaining on their prepaid
membership contract are
eligible to receive a refund
for the outstanding bal-
ance. To file a claim,
please mail a copy of the

membership contract and
documentation indicating
the amount paid to Morly's
Wellness, Inc. pursuant to
the membership contract to
Office of the Secretary of
State, Statutory
Documents Section, P.O.
Box 12887, Austin, TX
78711-2887.

Claims must be received
by 5:00 p.m. on April 14,
2008. For additional infor-
mation, please contact the
Statutory Documents
Section at (512) 463-6906.

The Office of the Secretary of
State Announces the Closing

of Health Spa in Dallas

NEW LOCATION COMING SOON TO THE COLONY

NOW HIRING BEAUTICIANS



in Iraq and Afghanistan.
“There’s oil in them there
hills, boys!”

Condi, as she is affec-
tionately called by George,
gave up her seat on the
Chevron Board in 2001
when she was named
National Security Advisor,
and Chevron changed the
name of its oil tanker from
the “Condoleezza Rice” to
the “Altair Voyager.”
Maybe that’s why Rice was
so supportive of the war as
well.

George W.? Well we all
know his deal. He is just
the puppet that keeps us all
laughing. He is the stringed
marionette that dances
across the world stage,
keeping us diverted from
reality. 

Among the three of these
characters and, of course,
more second-string play-
ers, such as Ken Lay (Is he
still dead? Did he really
die?), Daddy Bush and
James Baker with the
Carlyle Group, and others,
there must be billions of
dollars hidden in some
international pipeline
somewhere.

The stage was set even
before Bush, Jr. became
President, and now the die
has been cast. Think back
to 1999; oil was below
$20.00 per barrel, and it
was only after Saddam

Hussein halted production
late in 1999 that it went to
$27.00 per barrel. Then
about a year later, around
October 2000, Saddam
decided he would take
euros for his country’s oil
rather than the vaunted
“petrodollar.” Uh Oh! All
of a sudden, “Houston, we
have a problem.”

Now, what do we do?
Having tried one-day boy-
cotts and protests of big oil
companies, as if that would
hurt them – they make bil-
lions of dollars per quarter
and pay their executives
hundreds of millions annu-
ally – it’s not likely that a
one-day refusal to buy gas
would do anything but
make them irritated to the
point of raising prices, the
way they did on the last
“Gas Out Day.”

I reiterate what I wrote in
my last book, “Black
Empowerment with an
Attitude.” It’s not good
enough simply to com-
plain; heck, you can see
how much good that has
done. We must “restrain
and sustain.” Restrain our-
selves from frivolous driv-
ing; carpool, walk, scooter,
or bicycle when and where
possible; and stop buying
those gas-guzzling behe-
moths that car manufactur-
ers have convinced us we
need to have. 

How stupid are we as
consumers? Is there no
limit to how much money
these thieves can steal from
us, and how many times
they can do it before we
wake up and decide to
respond in kind? That’s
where the “sustain” part of
the strategy comes into
play. 
On a local level, we must
refuse to purchase gasoline
from a selected few sta-
tions and sustain that effort
until either their prices fall
or they go out of business. I
can hear some of you now.
“Jim, that’s not fair to the
local dealer.” 

When prices escalate the
way they have since Bush
and company took, and I
do mean “took” office,
when the mere threat of a
hurricane can cause the
price to rise even more, and
when every station in your
area gets the same call to
raise their price to the same
amount at the same time,
you have to know there is
some stuff in the game. 

When stations start to
close we will see a change.
That’s it; bottom-line. If we
are unwilling to make the
sacrifices necessary to
respond to the thievery of
the oil barons, we simply
need to shut-up! Or, devel-
op a good relationship with
Hugo Chavez.

Oil, Page 1

The H3 is Hummer’s
midsize SUV and the third
model in the vehicle line-
up. The H3 is designed to
deliver authentic HUM-
MER style and off-road
capability in a smaller,
more fuel-efficient pack-
age. Ever since it debuted
for the 2006 model year,
Hummer's H3 has been
one of the toughest-look-
ing SUVs around with its
bulging fenders, short side
windows and massive
tires. The exterior is all
Hummer with the chrome
seven-slot grille, flanked
by round headlights within
square openings. For 2008
Hummer added the H3
Alpha edition that comes
with 16-inch chrome
wheels, Alpha badging
and chrome door handles
and mirrors.  On the inside
of the Hummer H3, the
driver faces a perforated
leather-wrapped steering
wheel and brightly accent-
ed instruments.  Sporty
bucket seats up front and a
60/40-split folding rear
bench accommodate up to
five occupants. Cloth
upholstery is standard;
heated leather seats are
optional. There is 29.5-
cubic-foot cargo area
behind the H3's rear seats

and folding the backseat
provides a maximum of
55.7 cubic feet of space.
The base H3 is powered
by a 242-horsepower, 3.7-
liter inline-five-cylinder
engine that makes 242
pounds-feet of torque,
while the Alpha's 5.3-liter
V-8 generates 300 hp and
320 pounds-feet of torque.
Hummer says the Alpha
can accelerate from zero to
60 mph in about 8 sec-
onds, which isn't bad when
you consider the SUV's
near 5,000-pound curb
weight. The V-8 gets an
estimated 13/16 mpg
(city/highway); in compar-
ison, the inline-five with
the automatic transmission
gets 14/18 mpg. Regular
H3’s are rated to tow up to
4,500 pounds, but the
Alpha can pull a hefty
6,000 pounds when prop-
erly equipped.  Hummer
says the smaller, more

fuel-efficient H3 is about
the same length as a typi-
cal midsize sedan — and
therefore is able to maneu-
ver through urban traffic.
When necessary, however,
the H3 can demonstrate
Hummer's famous crawl-
ing and climbing abilities.
The H3 can ford 16 inches
of water at 20 mph or up to
2 feet if it slows to 5 mph.
It can also climb 16-inch
vertical steps and rocks.
For 2008 a number of
safety equipment is now
standard, including side
curtain and dual front
airbags, four-wheel
antilock brakes with trac-
tion control, electronic sta-
bility control system and a
tire pressure monitoring
system. The 2008
Hummer H3 can be a sat-
isfying vehicle to own,
especially for those drawn
to its distinctive styling
and macho image.

08 Hummer H3
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Car Review

January 18
2008

7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
(Food Served)

Lamarr Vines
General Manager

Radisson  Dallas Love Field
1241 W. Mockingbird Lane
Dallas, Texas 75247
Direct: 214.640.9200
Fax: 214.640.9201
gm@rdlfhotel.com
www.radisson.com/dallastx_love

WEDDINGS • REUNIONS • RETREATS
WE OFFER: 297 SPACIOUS GUEST ROOMS - OVER 50 (1) BEDROOM SUITES



CITY OF CARROLLTON
Administrative Support Assistant – 

Animal Services
Alternate School Crossing Guard

Fleet Technician I
Graduate Engineer

Maintenance Worker III-Pump Station
Senior Engineer

Senior Permit Technician
Signal Technician

Telecommunications Dispatcher
Telecommunications Shift Supervisor

T.V. Van Operator/Heavy Equipment Operator

To view/apply for a career opportunity go to:

http://www.cityofcarrollton.com

Click on "Jobs" at the bottom of the page

Click on "Apply Here" to complete your online application

or Call our Job Hotline to hear a list of open positions

Job HotLine: (972) 466-3376

Committed to Quality Customer Service
Equal Opportunity Employer

TISEO PAVING COMPANY
419 E. Hwy. 80, Mesquite, TX 75150

Tel: (972) 289-0723  Fax: (972) 216-5637
www.tiseopaving.com

Performing Concrete Street
Paving in the Metroplex Area

We Accept Subcontracting Bids For All
Public Works Project in the Dallas Area

We Are Accepting Applications for
Concrete Mixer Drivers and Heavy

Equipment Mechanics

Equal Opportunity Employer
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Contact: 972-606-7498 for Career Opportunity Advertising

IRVING
DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING
AND REWARDING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

The City of Irving does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, reli-

gion, age, or disability in employment or the provision of services.

www.ci.irving.tx.us

SIGN UP TO TAKE 
THE CITY OF IRVING’S NEXT 

CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM. 
CALL (972) 721-2532 TO REGISTER.

•  Competitive wages
•  Array of benefits
•  Education incentive pay
•  . . . and more

AA / EOE /ADA

CITY OF
PLANO, TEXAS

CAREER EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION

www.plano.gov

FULL-TIME ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

News Talk 660 KSKY-AM located in Irving,
TX is looking for a full-time Account
Executive with outside sales experience.
Candidate should have an understanding of
news talk format and be ready to hit the
ground running. Previous news talk radio
sales experience a plus. 2 years sales experi-
ence required.

Please fax a letter along with a brief resume to
Bob Johnson, General Sales Manager at 214-
561-9662 or email to bjohnson@ksky.com.
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE!

News Talk 660 KSKY-AM is a subsidiary of Salem
Communications, an equal opportunity employer.

CURRENT JOB OPENING
with KWRD-FM The Word 100.7 FM

KWRD-FM is looking for candidates who
have been successful in outside sales. A
commitment to the programming and the
mission of KWRD is critical. Previous
radio sales experience is not necessary.

If you’re interested in this position with
KWRD-FM, please fax an introductory
letter along with your resume to General
Sales Manager, Bob Johnson at 214-561-
9662 or email to bjohnson@ksky.com.

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE!

KWRD-FM is a subsidiary of Salem Communications,
an equal opportunity employer.

McCarthy
Requests bids for
The Dallas Center

For Performing
Arts Wyly Sitework

Be submitted before
2:00 pm Tuesday,

Jan 29, 2008.

Scope includes utilities,
Landscape, mass excav,

Concrete, glass rail,
Waterproofing & electrical

Bid documents are
Available for review

At McCarthy,
Area planroom, iSqft.

Bid documents
May be purchased
From MS Dallas
(214) 521-7000

Please call
MS Dallas
For details.

McCarthy is an Equal
Opportunity Employer
And encourages all

MBE/WBE/DBE/HUB
Firms to submit bids

McCarthy Bldg Co
14131 Midway Rd #630
Addison, Texas 75001
Phone (972) 991-5500

Fax (972) 991-9249
www.mccarthy.com

City of Lewisville

Hiring for:

POLICE OFFICER

www.cityoflewisville.com

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS OF PROPOSED
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (TxDOT) CONTRACTS

Sealed proposals for contracts listed below will be received by TxDOT
until the date(s) shown below, and then publicly read.

CONSTRUCTION/MAINTENANCE/BUILDING FACILITIES CONTRACT(S)
---------------------------------------------------------

Dist/Div: Dallas
Contract 6156-52-001 for VEGETATION MANAGEMENT in DALLAS County will be opened

on February 07, 2008 at 1:00 pm at the State Office for an estimate of $392,550.00.
Contract 6160-00-001 for TREE TRIMMING AND BRUSH REMOVAL in DALLAS County will
be opened on February 12, 2008 at 10:30 am at the District Office for an estimate of $41,980.00.

Contract 6168-01-001 for TREE TRIMMING AND BRUSH REMOVAL in DALLAS County will
be opened on February 12, 2008 at 10:30 am at the District Office for an estimate of $92,337.00.

Contract 6168-68-001 for BRIDGE SPALLING REPAIR in DALLAS County will be
opened on February 12, 2008 at 10:30 am at the District Office for an estimate of $78,691.14.

Contract 6168-84-001 for CHAIN LINK FENCE in DALLAS County will be opened on
February 12, 2008 at 10:30 am at the District Office for an estimate of $191,000.00.

Contract 6170-61-001 for METAL BEAM GUARD FENCE in DALLAS County will be
opened on February 08, 2008 at 1:00 pm at the State Office for an estimate of $620,662.10.

Contract 6171-67-001 for DELINEATORS ASSEMBLIES INSTALL/UPGRADE in DALLAS
County will be opened on February 08, 2008 at 1:00 pm at the State Office for an estimate of $502,500.00.

Contract 6172-78-001 for CONCRETE STRUCTURE REPAIR in DALLAS County will be
opened on February 08, 2008 at 1:00 pm at the State Office for an estimate of $818,325.00.

Contract 6172-89-001 for GUARDRAIL CLEANING in DALLAS County will be opened on
February 12, 2008 at 10:30 am at the District Office for an estimate of $119,000.00.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Plans and specifications are available for inspection, along with bidding

proposals, and applications for the TxDOT Prequalified Contractor's list, at
the applicable State and/or Dist/Div Offices listed below.  If applicable,

bidders must submit prequalification information to TxDOT at least 10 days
prior to the bid date to be eligible to bid on a project.  Prequalification

materials may be requested from the State Office listed below.  Plans for the
above contract(s) are available from TxDOT's website at www.dot.state.tx.us

and from reproduction companies at the expense of the contractor.
NPO: 25817

State Office
-----------------------

Constr./Maint. Division
200 E. Riverside Dr.
Austin, Texas  78704
Phone: 512-416-2540

Dist/Div Office(s)
-----------------------

Dallas District
District Engineer
4777 E. Hwy 80

Mesquite, Texas 75150-6643
Phone: 214-320-6100

Minimum wage rates are set out in bidding documents and the rates will be
part of the contract.  TXDOT ensures that bidders will not be discriminated

against on the grounds of race, color, sex, or national origin.
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Church Happenings

Mt. Olive Church of Plano
300 Chisholm Place   Plano, TX 75075   972-633-5511

WWW.MOCOP.ORG

Serving the Plano
Community for 13 Years

Sunday Worship
10:00 am

Wednesday Night
7:15 pm

Call Pastor Sam on:
“Vision & Truth Live”

Radio Broadcast:  KWRD 100.7 FM   Sundays 9pm – 10pm

HEAR PASTOR SAM DAILY ON:  “TRUTH MADE SIMPLE”
KGGR 1040 AM  MONDAY – FRIDAY @ 5:25pm – 5:30pm

Pastors Sam & Gloria Fenceroy

One, two or three lots for sale at Restland in
North Dallas; located in the beautiful and
peaceful Serenity Gardens Section
(Southeast corner of Greenville Avenue &
Restland Road.) Market value $3450 each,
but selling price negotiable. View plots by
appointment only. Call 972-606-3878,
972-416-6109, or 469-235-5808.

PRIME BURIAL LOTS FOR SALEEBENEZER WORSHIP CENTER
“We are Living Stones in God’s Temple”

SUNDAY
10:00 am:  Sunday School

11:00 am:  Morning Worship
MONDAY

7:00 pm – 8:30 pm:  Men of Power and Women of Power

TUESDAY
7:00 pm- 8:00 pm:  Bible Study & Worship ServiceRev. Cecil T. Smith, II

Senior Pastor

14000 Preston Road • Dallas, TX  75254 • 972-980-0977 (Church Phone)

CHRIST COMMUNI-
TY CONNECTION,

INC. (CCC)

January 19, 8 am
Make plans now to be in

and/or attend Carrollton’s
City-Wide Dr. Martin
Luther King Day Parade.
Our theme is:  “Unity in
Our Community.”  There
will be awards for Best
Float, Band, Decorated
Vehicle, and Best
Marching Group.  A must
attend is the “After-
Parade” program @ Ted
Polk Middle School, 2001
Kelly Blvd., in the cafete-
ria, Carrollton, TX.
Entertainment will be pro-
vided and community
leaders from all over
Carrollton and Farmers
Branch will be in the audi-
ence. 

The parade will start on
Jamestown Street (behind
Carrollton City Hall) and
will proceed West to Josey
Lane; South on Josey to
Keller Springs; East on
Keller Springs to Kelly
Blvd; South on Kelly Blvd
to Ted Polk Middle
School @ 2001 Kelly

Blvd.
CCC is a non-profit

501(3)c organization that
is a concerned community
of citizens with a commit-
ment to the education of
our children.  We have
awarded numerous schol-
arships and financial assis-
tance to students in area.
We need your support to
continue this tradition.
For more information,
contributions, and to vol-
unteer, call 972-242-0933.
Christ Community
Connection, Inc. (CCC)
Rev. Willie Rainwater,
Founder
2006 Southern Oaks
Carrollton, TX   75007
972-242-0933

FELLOWSHIP BAP-
TIST CHURCH OF

ALLEN

January 13, 11 am
Our 11:00 am Morning

Worship Service will be
held @ Story Elementary
School, 1550 Edelweiss in
Allen, TX.  Children’s
Church and the Nursery
will also be available @
the school during this

time.  For more informa-
tion call the church @
972-359-9956.

January 25-27, 2008
First Lady Tasha

Stafford and the Women
Justified by Faith Ministry
will have our annual
Women’s Conference @
the Hilton Garden Inn, 705
Central Expressway,
Allen, TX 75013.  Our
theme:  “My Soul Says
Yes.”

January 2008 & On
Going

Our Education
Department in partnership
with the Collin County
Economic Development
Center (CCEDC) is spon-
soring three FREE cours-
es:  English as a Second
Language, Spanish as a
Second Language and
Basic PC.  We will have
FREE childcare for chil-
dren that are 12 years and
younger.  To register for
any or all of these three
FREE courses or more
information, please con-
tact the church @ 972-
359-9956.  Classes will be

taught at the church.
Fellowship B. C. of Allen
Rev. W. L. Stafford, Sr.,
M. Div.
Senior Pastor
200 Belmont Drive
Allen, TX   75013
972-359-9956

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF  HAMIL-

TON PARK (FIRST
CHURCH)

January and On-Going
Our Family Assistance

Center’s operating hours
are:  Mondays, 10 am – 2
pm; Wednesdays, 2 pm –
6 m; and Saturdays, 10 am
- 2 pm.  For more infor-
mation contact the Center
972-234-3115. 
First Baptist Church of
Hamilton Park (First
Church)
Dr. Gregory Foster,
Senior Pastor and
Rev. Anthony Foster,
Pastor
300 Phillips Street
Richardson, TX   75081
972-235-4235

NEW NEXT
GENERATION

January 26, 5:30 pm
You don’t want to miss

our “2008 Gospel
Explosion” being held @
Friendship West Baptist
Church, 2020 W.
Wheatland Road (Off of I-
20), Dallas, TX in Oak
Cliff.  The doors will open
at 4:30 pm.  World
renowned Pastor Shirley
Caesar, Bishop Walter
Hawkins, and Doug &
Melvin of the Williams
Brothers will be in concert.
There will also be a sur-
prise special guest and a
local artist in concert.
Don’t forget to bring extra
money for pictures, ven-
dors, and souvenirs.  This
going to be a great time in
the Lord to start the New
Year!

Tickets can be pur-
chased NOW!  Get your
tickets @ Friendship West
Baptist church, 972-228-
5200, by calling 214-523-
9537 or 214-523-9538, in
person @ our office, 3500
Oak Lawn Avenue, Dallas
TX 75219, 4th Floor, or on
line @
www.newnextgen.net.  
New Next Generation

Rosie, Founder/CEO
3500 Oak Lawn Avenue
4th Floor
Dallas, TX   75219
214-523-9537

SAINT MARK BAP-
TIST CHURCH

January 12, 2008
Noon – 2 pm

Senior Saints (ages 55
and above) please join us
for lunch, bingo and
prizes during the “Double
Nickel Luncheon” @
Newsome Homes
Community Center, 230
Amscott Street,
McKinney, TX 75069.
FREE home delivery
available to house-bound
seniors within the city
limits only.  Please call
972-542-6178 no later
than Friday, January 11th
with your name, phone
number, address, and the
number of meals desired.
Saint Mark Baptist
Church
Rev. Charles Wattley,
Senior Pastor
1308 Wilcox Street
McKinney, TX   75069
972-542-6178



The Plano MLK
Celebration Committee, a
volunteer community serv-
ice organization, is plan-
ning a number of events for
the upcoming 2008 MLK
holiday. This year's cele-
bration begins Saturday
morning January 19th with
a Parade in Downtown
Plano. Immediately follow-
ing the parade a Program
will be held at Plano City
Hall. At noon a Health Fair
and a Free Luncheon will
be held at the Douglass
Community Center in East
Plano. On Sunday evening
a Mass Choir performs at
Saint Andrew United
Methodist Church in Plano.
On Monday a Leadership

Breakfast  is held at Collin
College followed by a
Youth Program. On
Thursday January 24th,
Plano ISD hosts an MLK
Tribute Event at the Plano
Centre.  All of the events
are free and open to the
public.

Log on to www.planom-

lk.org for further details on
the upcoming Plano MLK
events. Anyone interested
in participating in the plan-
ning or being a part of this
celebration should contact
Committee Chairman Earl
Simpkins at 972 422-0012
x 128 or email at
earl@tes.com

Plano MLK Celebration 2008

a family of four, the figure
is $61,950. Other require-
ments include that the
vehicle must have been
registered within a partici-
pating county for  the pre-
vious 12 months and have
passed inspection within
the past 15 months. The
car or truck must be at
least 10 years old.
Officials say the program
may remove as many as
40,000 older vehicles from
the road.   

“During the 2007 leg-
islative session, more
funds were approved for
the vehicle emissions-auto
replacement program,”

said Senator West. “When
added to existing funds,
about $100 million is now
available to Texans to help
buy new cars and clean up
our air,” said Senator
West. “It’s a win-win situ-
ation for everyone
involved.” 

Brochures on the vehi-
cle replacement program
can be found at authorized
vehicle inspection loca-
tions. Money is also avail-
able for minor vehicle
repairs if a car fails
inspection. If eligible, a
voucher of up to $3,000
for gasoline-powered
vehicles and $3,500 for

hybrids will be issued and
can be redeemed by partic-
ipating auto dealers. The
payments can go toward
the purchase of a new car
or truck, or a one to a two-
year-old vehicle worth up
to $25,000. The program
will go into effect this
month. 

Applications may be
obtained online at
w w w. d r i v e a c l e a n m a -
chine.org or by calling the
North Central Texas
Council of Governments
at 1-800-898-9103 or vis-
iting their website at
www.nctcog.org/aircheck-
texas
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Sister Tarpley

Macedonia Ministries
702 S. Mill Street • Lewisville, TX  75057

9 7 2 - 4 3 6 - 2 0 1 1

“We Choose Love to Nourish and Cherish One Another”
John 13:34 & Ephesians 5:28-29
www.macedoniaministries.com

Saturday:  Intercessory Prayer @ 7:00 am

Sunday Services:  Sunday School @ 9:30 am • Morning Worship @ 11:00 am

Monday Service:  Men’s Group & Women’s Group Bible Study @ 6:30 pm

Wednesday Service:  Family Bible Study @ 6:30 pm

T.J. Denson,

“The Church with a Vision”

Dr. C. Paul McBride, Pastor

4396 Main Street
The Colony, Texas 75056

(972) 625-8186
website: www.fbc-online.net

Friendship Baptist Church

Schedule of Services:

Sunday

Early Morning Worship

8:00 a.m.

Sunday School Classes

9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

Evening Worship (1st Sunday)  6:00 p.m.

Tuesday
Early Bird Bible Study 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Morning Bible Study   9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and   7:30 p.m.
Evening Bible Study

Mt. Pisgah Missionary Baptist Church
The Rock

Still standing…. Est. June 1864
A Kingdom Building Church offering DELIVERANCE, RESTORATION, PURPOSE and PROSPERITY

Sunday Worship  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:45 am & 11:00 am
Sunday School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 am – 10:45 am
Wednesday Bible Study  . . . 12:00 noon & 7:00 pm

Worship Services

Monday & Friday  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday  . . . 9:00 am - 6:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Closed 

Office Hours

Mt. Pisgah Missionary Baptist Church
11611 Webb Chapel Road • Dallas, TX  75229
Office: 972-241-6151
Email: info@dallasmtpisgah.org
Website: www.dallasmtpisgah.org

Contact Info

Come Experience A
Church that Believes in
Giving God Excellence

Without Excuse

Rev.
Robert Townsend, Pastor

WATCH NIGHT SERVICES

On December 31, 2007 I
received a call from a cousin
of mine about “Watch Night
Services.”  She asked me why
we celebrate them.  She also

said that the reason for her
inquiry was because she had
talked to a pastor of a church
asking her when their ‘Watch
Night Services” would start
that night and what the pro-
gram would consist of
because she was thinking of
attending their services.   The
pastor told my cousin that
“Watch Night Services” were
started by slaves and that her
church did not follow the tra-
dition of celebrating “Watch
Night Services.”  That started
my cousin to thinking about
the tradition of “Watch Night
Services,” and why we cele-
brate them. 

I told her that my last col-
umn in 2006 told the common
theory of why “Watch Night
Services” has been celebrated
throughout the years in the

Black community and
churches.

I told her that it is
my belief, from my
ancestor’s view point,
and the tradition they

passed down to their heirs,
was that “Watch Night
Services” had more to do with
my family and church thank-
ing God for His blessings in

the past year and for His
blessings in the New Year.
We can’t control what trials or
tribulations are going to come
our way in the future; howev-
er, we can ask God to contin-
ue blessing us and asking Him
for His peace and strength for
the New Year.

I also believe that after my
cousin’s discussion about this
event with the pastor she was
discouraged and had second
thoughts about attending serv-
ices on the last night in 2007.
This brought sadness to me
because attending “Watch
Night Services” has been a
long-time tradition in our fam-
ily.  My cousin told me that
she was just going to stay at
home that night.

This column and the next
two columns will be a reflec-

tion of our discussion.  I am
going to research “Watch
Night Services” and how they
came about.  In fact, my
prayers are that many of my
readers will give me some
feed-back on this annual event
in many African American
churches and communities.   I
am asking you if you attend
“Watch Night Services” now,
or did you grow up attending
them and for some reason stop
attending them.   Moreover, I
am going to call some pastors
that I know and ask them to
give me their input; I will print
their information in a future
column.   I will start with part
of my column last year on this
subject.

Excerpts from Sister
Tarpley’s Column, December
28, 2006

2006 will end with “Watch
Night Services” at various
churches in America in three
days.  For 100 years or more
my ancestors celebrated
“Night Watch Services.”
Later, I did the same and
taught my children to do the
same, not knowing why this
was a tradition in my family.

This tradition brings warm
memories to me.   My parents,
my siblings and I would often
visit both sets of grandparents
in Mexia, TX during the sum-
mer and the Christmas
Holidays.  At Deacon &
Mother Demus’ home, every
Sunday morning everybody in
the house would gathered in
the living room; got on their
knees and prayed prior to eat-
ing breakfast and going to
church; this seemed to
strengthen “family unity and
love.”   To be continued
January 17, 2008.

God is Still Great in 2008!

Sister
Tarpley

Picture of The Week: Sister Tarpley with two Senior Pastors @ Banks of Dallas
Ministries’ Male Forum:   Bishop Miller Johnson, Jr., New Life Fellowship Church of
Rowlett (left) and Rev. W.L. Stafford, Sr., M.Div, Fellowship Baptist Church of Allen.

West, Page 1



16 | January 10 - 16, 2008 | North Dallas Gazette | visit us online at www.NorthDallasGazette.com

Church Directory

Healthy Beginnings Child Development Center - 972-404-1412

14120 Noel Road • Dallas, TX 75254
972-239-1120 (Office) • 972-239-5925 (Fax)
templeoffaith_cme@sbcglobal.net (Email)

Dr. Jerome E.
McNeil, Jr., Pastor

Temple of Faith Christian Chapel C.M.E. Church

Sunday Worship Experience - 8:00 am & 10:45 am
Wednesday Bible Study - 12:00 Noon & 7:00 pm

“Where Jesus is the Main Attraction”

Avenue F Church of Christ
1026 Avenue F • Plano, TX  75074 • 972-423-8833

“Our Pilgrimage to Heaven in 2007” -
Hebrews 11:13-16

Sunday Bible Class......................................9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship........................10:45 am
Men Bible Class ..........................................5:00 pm
Women Bible Class ....................................5:00 pm
Evening Worship ........................................6:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Class ..............................7:00 pm

Radio Program @ 7:30 am on KHVN 970 AM Sunday Mornings

Emery Tease, Associate Minister

www.avefchurchofchrist.orgRamon Hodridge, Minister

New Mt. Zion Baptist Church of Dallas
Sunday Service
Morning Worship

7:30 am & 10:30 am
9:00 am Sunday School

Wednesday Service
Prayer Meeting 7:00 pm

Brotherhood 7:00 pm
Missions 7:00 pm

Singles Group 7:00 pm
Bible Study 7:45 pm

Dr. Robert E. Price,
Senior Pastor

A Praying Church Family
“Watchmen on the Walls”

214-341-6459 (Phone) • 214-342-8403 (Fax)
9550 Shepard Road

Dallas, TX 75243

www.nmzb.org (Website) • newmzbc@aol.com (Email)
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Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church
920 E. 14th Street Plano, TX

Pastor Isiah Joshua, Jr.

Sunday Worship Services 8AM & 11AM

For more information call (972) 423-6695
www.shilohbaptistchurch.org

Sunday 9:45AM Sunday School 

Monday 7PM Youth, Brotherhood, Mission 
& Young Adult Ministries

Tuesday 7PM Bible Study & Men’s Choir
Wednesday 7PM Mid-Week Service
Thursday 7PM Mass Choir

Dr. Leslie W Smith,
Senior Pastor

NORTH DALLAS COMMUNITY BIBLE FELLOWSHIP

9 7 2 - 4 3 7 - 3 4 9 3
1010-1020 South Sherman Street • Richardson, TX 75081

www.ndcbf.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES:
8:00 AM • 9:30 AM • 11:30 AM

“A Spiritual Oasis for a Thirsty World” Isaiah 55:1

Sunday
Education Ministries - 9:30 a.m. • Worship Celebration - 11:00 am.

– Nursery Facilities Available –

Wednesday    Family Ministries... 7:00 p.m.

Friendly Fellowship with A Family Focus
For More Information Call 972.542.6178

www.saintmarkbc.com • stmarkmissionary@aol.com

1308 Wilcox Street, McKinney TX
Pastor Charles S. Wattley

Saint Mark Missionary
Baptist Church

Dr. Creflo A. Dollar, a native
of College Park Georgia, was
awarded an honorary Doctor of
Divinity degree from Oral
Roberts University in 1998.
Dollar is known for his teachings
of prosperity theology  which has
netted him two Rolls-Royces,
three private jets, a million-dollar
home in Fayetteville, and a $2.5
million apartment in Manhattan.
Dollar's message: that religious
faithfulness will be rewarded by

material wealth. He is the publish-
er of CHANGE magazine, a quar-
terly international publication
with nearly 100,000 subscribers,
and The Max, a bimonthly
resource newsletter for ministers
and ministry leaders. His award-
winning Changing Your World
television broadcast reaches near-
ly one billion homes in practically
every country in the world. A
much sought-after conference
speaker and best-selling author,

Dr. Dollar is known for his practi-
cal approach to the Bible and has
encouraged thousands to pursue a
personal relationship with God.
Dr. Dollar and his wife, Taffi, have
five children and live in Atlanta.

Dr. Creflo A. Dollar illumi-
nates eight steps to the magnifi-
cent life you crave in his new
book. Confidence, peace, and
abundant life: we all long for these
things. But in this life-changing
book, Dr. Dollar challenges read-

ers to stop wishing for a satisfying
life. Instead, Dr. Dollar proclaims,
we should be claiming the success
that God promises today. We do
not have to be defined by past fail-
ures or mediocrity; we must move
forward into the richness available
to us right now. God has designed
a glorious destiny for each of us,
and all we have to do is take hold
of it.

If you’d like to meet world
famous televangelist Dr. Dollar,

and check out his new life chang-
ing book, “8 Steps to Create the
Life You Want: The Anatomy of a
Successful Life”, go to Barnes &
Noble 7700 West Northwest
Highway Dallas, Texas 75225 on
Tuesday, January 15th from 6:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. For more infor-
mation on the event call Barnes &
Noble Booksellers at 214-739-
1124, or 214-739-3643. You can
also visit Dr. Dollar’s website at
www.creflodollarministries.org.

Dr. Creflo A. Dollar Book signing for “8 Steps to Create the Life You Want: The Anatomy of a Successful Life”


