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From staff reports

Plano is one of more
than 205 law enforcement
agencies across Texas par-
ticipating in the “Great
Texas Warrant Roundup”
which commences Satur-
day, March 7, 2009 and

will run through Monday,
March 16, 2009.

A listing of all defen-
dants with outstanding
arrest warrants from the
Plano Municipal Court is
available at plano.gov.

The list consists of the
names of more than

10,000 defendants. The
site also includes informa-
tion on how to clear war-
rants, including credit
card payment via the
internet or by telephone,
which makes personal
appearance in the court
unnecessary.

The Great Texas Warrant Roundup

Defendants who wish to
resolve their warrant(s)
prior to the roundup can
contact the Muni-cipal
Court at 972-941-2199 or
visit the above web link
for additional information
and to avoid being arrest-
ed.

/7 ‘“Werenota
Y ation of quitiers.”

See OBAMA’S ADDRESS, Page 9

From staff reports

If prevention and aware-
ness are the two key ele-
ments to address any prob-
lems plaguing a communi-
ty then Freddy Haynes
Unscripted, is promising
to offer the prescription
Radio One, Inc.’s KSOC-
K-Soul 94.5 FM. Freddy
Haynes Unscripted com-

94.5FM Debuts New Show, Freddy Haynes

bines issues that dominate
society and old school
music with a message to
educate and entertain you
for community empower-
ment.

Beginning on March 1,
2009 and every Sunday
thereafter from 5:00 p.m.
to 7:00 p.m. Dr. Freddy
Haynes will present his
“unscripted” views com-

Unscripted. ..

bined with a described
passion for community
activism to inspire listen-
ers to not just complain,
but to take action to solve
problems. Freddy Haynes
Unscripted promises to
address topics covered and
those he feels is not cov-
ered by conventional

See HAYNES, Page 11

By TOI PEARSON
North Dallas Gazette

“How still, how strangely
still the water is today. It is
not good for water to be so
still that way.” - Langston
Hughes. As a junior in col-
lege 1 have spent the last 3
years trying to identify my

specific purpose in this
working world. I have
hoped for an eye-opening
revelation, craved for an
instinctive connection to my
calling, and I have come
short of an answer every
time. Next to the river that
is born from the fountain of
life we can dig a hole in the

The Beginnging Of Me

earth, make a well, and
draw from the belly of the
well when we have thirst.
Oh, how strange it is when
the water from the fountain
of life does not move, it is
still. In that stillness we try
to make waves but cannot
find a start and so we search

See PEARSON, Page 11

Rihanna Speaks Out for First
Time Since Alleged Assault

For more information see pg. 10
www.northdallasgazette.com

An open letter to every
Republican, living or dead

You really have shown
your true colors now. If
there were any
Americans who believed
that you had the coun-
try’s best interest at
heart, they couldn’t pos-
sibly justify it now.
Now I am certain that
you are only out for your
own best interest and
that you would really
rather see the United
States fall into complete
monetary disarray unless
you can get credit for

Bye Bye Bi-
Partisanship

saving it. [ used to think
you were just misguided,
or simply foolish, now I
know.

For you to wvote
against the stimulus
package is perhaps the
most unjustified, ridicu-
lous move in the history
of unjustified ridiculous
moves. At long last,
Congress do you not
realize that ANYTHING
is better than what you
have been doing in the
past?

Let me give you an

See LETTER, Page 4
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Wayne J. Riley

House Majority Whip
James E. Clyburn (D-S.C.),
has asked President Barack
Obama to consider New
Orleans' native Wayne J.
Riley as his U.S. Health and
Human Services Secretary.
Riley, a specialist in internal
medicine, has served as the
president of Nashville’s
Meharry Medical College for
two years.

He says Riley would be
ideal for the job, in part
because of his consistent
focus on the disparate rates
of health care coverage, ill-
ness, and death in Black and

other racial minority com-
munities.

"There are currently over
47 million Americans who
lack health care coverage,
fifty-five percent of whom
are minorities,” Clyburn says
in a statement to the NNPA
News Service in response to
a request for comment. “As
CEO of Meharry Medical
College, a Historically Black
College in Nashville, Tenn.,
Dr. Wayne J. Riley is on the
front line of the health care
crisis in this country. His
training, skills and experi-
ences make him uniquely

qualified to lead Health and
Human Services at this criti-
cal time in our nation's histo-
ry."

The U. S. Health and
Human Services secretary is
the top cabinet post for the
oversight of health policies.
The successful candidate
would be responsible for car-
rying the ball for Obama’s
promised new national
health care plan. The depart-
ment also oversees the U. S.
surgeon  general, often
viewed as the chief health
advocate.

Racial disparities in health
care systems and statistics
had become so deep that an

Office of Minority Health
was established in 1986 “to
improve and protect the
health of racial and ethnic
minority populations through
the development of health
policies and programs that
will eliminate health dispari-
ties,” according to a descrip-
tion on the agency’s website.

Riley, Meharry’s 10th
president, previously served
as vice-president and vice
dean for health affairs and
governmental relations at
Baylor College of Medicine
in Houston. According to his
official biography, he also
has a broad range of patient
care and administrative

including at
Baylor’s affiliate Ben Taub
General Hospital, a 500-bed
public hospital that serves
the indigent and uninsured of
Houston and Harris County,
Texas. Riley was assistant

experience,

chief of medicine at Ben
Taub.

Riley supporters say he is
uniquely equipped for the job
as an African-American
physician with extensive
experience and study in
health policy for the under-
served. As a Republican,
Sullivan’s endorsement of
Riley alongside Clyburn
gives the bi-partisan support
for which Obama has striven
in the first month of his pres-
idency. Riley also brings a
balance of Ivey League and
HBCU with a bachelor’s in
anthropology from Yale, a
master’s in public health
from Tulane and a doctor of

G Eric Gordon

G. Eric Gordon believes
his use of words can stimu-
late "greatness which lies
within each of us. Failure in
people is born out of a "lack
of stimulation!" My job
begins with stimulating the
thinking of an audience!"
According to people who
have heard Gordon speak,
this is exactly what he does.
Eric loves being a consultant.
He brings excitement, pas-
sion, enthusiasm, humor and
a wealth of knowledge and

experience to every presenta-
tion! What's even more
impressive is how effectively
he connects with people
regardless of age or social
status.

After receiving his Mas-
ters from George Washing-
ton University spent nine
years as a hospital adminis-
trator. He gained valuable
leadership and administra-
tive experience as an Air
Force Officer, and as an
administrator with two large

healthcare systems.

In 1995, Gordon left cor-
porate America and created
his own consulting firm. Eric
Gordon has spent years help-
ing companies and organiza-
tions throughout the United
States, Canada, Australia,
and Great Britain achieve
greater success! Over one
hundred different different
companies, businesses, gov-
ernment org-anizations,
healthcare  organizations,
military installations, col-
leges and universities, have
utilized Eric Gor-don's serv-
ices. Since 2002, he has spo-

ken to over 250,000 college
and high school students. His
high energy and enthusiasm
is infectious and has resulted
in him receiving consistently
outstanding ratings, and
evaluations from his audi-

ences.

"My greatest strength is
helping people at every level
see, understand, recognize,
and respond to challenges
within their environment.
These 'Challenges' are the
opportunities that determine
success or failure in our
careers and in life!"

Described as an exciting,
charismatic and motivational
presenter, his passionate,
insightful messages leave
audiences ready to take
actions necessary to improve
their lives.

Gordon is the scheduled

keynote speaker on Thurs-
day February 26 when the
U.S. Postal Service hosts the
stamp unveiling ceremony to
honor the courage, commit-
ment, and achievements of
twelve  African-American
civil rights pioneers.

The evening begins with a
reception at 5:30 p.m. and
the program will start at 6:00
p.m. at the National
Multicultural Western Heri-
tage Museum (formerly
National Cowboys of Color
Museum and Hall of Fame),
3400 Mount Vernon Avenue,
Fort Worth, Texas.

Alisha Thomas Morgan

Alisha Thomas Morgan
decided early in her life that
she was going to be the
change she wanted to see in
the world. Hailing from
Miami, Florida, Morgan
began constructing change
through  the  National
Association for the Advan-
cement of Colored People
(NAACP) at age 14

Becoming involved with
the Miami Dade Youth
Council of the NAACP,
Morgan’s hunger for change
drove her to become
President of the NAACP
Spelman Chapter, and even-
tually President of the
Georgia NAACP State
Youth and College Division.

A champion for justice,
equality and empowering
communities, in November
2002, Morgan made history

by becoming the first
African American to serve
in the Georgia House of
Representatives for Cobb
County. A servant of the
people, Morgan strives to
bring “real people” into the
political process, ensuring
that their voices are heard.
In November 2008, Morgan
was re-elected to a fourth
term with 72% of the vote.
She has also been joined in
public life by her husband,
David Morgan who was
also elected to the Cobb
County school board.

An advocate for youth,
quality public education,
access to affordable health-
care, voting rights, and juve-
nile justice, Morgan has
earned the reputation as a
voice for the underrepre-
sented throughout Georgia.

L

As a member of the House
of Representatives, Morgan
serves on the Children and
Youth, Education, as well as
the Governmental Affairs
Committees.
Representative Morgan
has continued to gain sup-
port from citizens in her
South Cobb district and in
surrounding Georgia areas.
Receiving a multitude of
leadership awards, Morgan
is particularly appreciative

of a special recent honor,
“2008 Legislator of the
Year,” given to her by the
Georgia Legislative Black
Caucus during her for her
work on children and youth
issues.

Never too busy to give
back to her community and
the people who help her suc-
ceed, Morgan holds mem-
berships with the NAACP,

Alpha  Kappa  Alpha
Sorority, Inc Rho Zeta
Omega Chapter, Cobb

County CASA Advisory
Board, Joseph E. Lowery
Institute, Georgia Coalition
for the People’s Agenda,
and Austell Community
Taskforce.

Morgan is a graduate of
Spelman College in Atlanta,
GA, where she earned a
Bachelor of Arts degree in
both Sociology and Drama.
She resides in Cobb County.

She and her husband are
proud parents a new baby

969" DIVORCE

girl, Lailah Camille born in
April of 2007.

Criminal Defense

* DWI / Suspended License
* WARRANTS Removed*

* 24 Hour Jail Release*

* Occupational license, felonies
* Protective Order

* Misdeamenor/Felonies*

* Divorce / Annulment
* Child Support / Paternity
* Custody Modification

* Restraining Order

* Protective Order

* Name Change / Adoption
* Domestic Violence

214-638-9930

817-277-0196 (Metro)

Easy Payment Plans

2730 N. Stemmons Frwy, Suite 409 « Dallas, TX 75207

Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

¥f you qualify. *Fees quoted above are minimum down payment needed to begin processing your case.
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Rapid Rail Can Be America’s Best Investment

By DR KENNETH L.
RUSSELL

Special Contributor

Private business is the
mainstay of the U.S. econo-
my, but the government must
play an important role in
keeping the economy func-
tioning. Without the role of
government, the economy
would come to a screeching
halt. The government is an
indispensable investor in
America’s development by
supporting the transportation
infrastructure.

Private business and a
responsible government have
both been necessary for the suc-
cess of all our endeavors.
Nations are great when they
have massive public works pro-
grams and decay when they stop
building. The present economic
slowdown requires a massive
program to put people to work at
good wages. A rapid rail pro-
gram would be a real stimulus to
our economy. The credit crisis is
man made and can only be
addressed with bold action.

The first major contract
should be a rapid rail system
between every city and major
airport. By changing trains it
should be possible to go from
any airport and any city by
rapid rail to anywhere in the
United States.

Secondary projects would
involve other public utilities
such as roads, bridges,
schools, water pipelines etc.
Treat these expenditures as
repairs and pay for them out
of current taxes. This would
be much cheaper than the cur-

rent tax rebate of billions of
dollars that will be as effective
as attempting to put out a fire
with gasoline.

Congress should establish
a federal savings bank for the
rail project that would effec-
tively use public savings for
the project. This bank could
not create new money nor
could it borrow from fraction-
al reserve banks to evade the
rules but could only lend the
people’s savings. This should
be a true savings bank to
invest the savings that can
never be manipulated. It
would pull enough money out
of the oversupply of money
now in circulation to do the
job by paying a realistic rate
on interest.

The infrastructure savings
bank’s initial job would be to
encourage people to save
money by issuing enough
bonds to finance the new rail
system. The bank would be
totally financed with savings
of the people. It would be pro-
hibited from selling govern-
ment assets to raise money or
borrowing from fractional
reserve banks to evade the 30
day notice or more rule.

Hundreds of thousands of
other jobs would be created as
the wages from building the
railroad in each of the states
begin to circulate. This is
essentially how we built the
Interstate highway system.

Engineers forecast that a
total infrastructure investment
of billions would be needed
over the next five years. This
is nearly the same amount we
are spending this year in the

form of tax rebates. These
inflationary massive rebates
will only cause prices to go up
with nothing left to show for
the money spent. This money
could have put thousands of
people to work at good pay-
ing jobs building a rapid tran-
sit system.

American’s deserve rail-
ways as good as Europe and
Japan. The Economist reports
that China will invest $200
billion in its railways. This is
the largest investment in rail-
road capacity by any country
since the 19th century. In other
words, China is becoming a
great nation again because of
their massive public works
programs. When it was build-
ing the great wall it was pros-
perous. When the wall was
completed China started to
decline. Now the cycle of
building again is functioning.

China is using the money
from the so-called imbalance
of trade. The world is trading
us products for the factories
that make the same goods we
are buying. This puts our own
people out of work. There is
no imbalance of trade. The
only imbalance is in the men-
tality of Congress for letting
this happen in the name of so
called free trade.

Delay is causing the deficit
and prices to get completely
out of control. To compete in
the global economy, improve
our quality of life and raise
our standard of living, we
must provide jobs for all able-
bodied people. In 2007 we
sold nearly another trillion
dollars worth of our nation’s

productive wealth to pay for
goods we can produce our-
selves if we had not sold our
means of production.

To get us out of this eco-
nomic mess Congress needs
to immediately:

1. Revise the income tax
brackets based on ability to
pay. Make no exceptions
which allow people or busi-
nesses to evade their share of
financing the business of gov-
ernment.

2. Establish an export tax
on productive assets high
enough to stop the selling of
our factories and jobs to other
countries. This is not a tariff.
Free trade is great if the
means of production is not
part of the trade.

3. Establish Rebuild Amer-
ica Savings Banks. This new
bank could not create new
money nor borrow money
from existing fractional
reserve banks. The money in
one’s savings account could
only be used to purchase
Rebuild America Savings
Bonds. The bonds could not
be sold before maturity with-
out incurring a penalty, as cur-
rently applies to e-bonds.

4. Banks would no longer
pay interest on checking
accounts. People do not need
to make money from the cash
in their pockets or in their
checking accounts. Idle
money should not earn inter-
est. Fractional reserve banks
make their money from the
interest they charge on the
new money they create and
from handling the day to day
business of the nation.

LETTE R, from Page 1

example of how ridiculous
you look; imagine that if
you lost your wallet on the
way back from the store.
Your brilliant plan to
retrieve the wallet is to call a
random phone number and
ask whomever answers the
phone if they found it. After
about 12,354 calls with no
success, someone suggests
that you go back to the store
where it was lost and see if
it was turned in or even that
it may be still in the parking
lot where you dropped it.
You say no, and continue

with your ridiculous phone
call search. That is exactly
how absurd you look by
voting against the package.
Do you not realize this? 1
think you do, but you are so
bent on being the one to
solve the problem (that you
caused), that you cannot
stand that someone else
might have a better idea.
And by the way, rubbing
two cats together is a better
idea than you have had in
the past. I mean, based on
the results.

You are lucky that anoth-

er election cycle is not
looming, because if there
were, the result would prob-
ably not leave enough
republicans standing to have
a pick up basketball game.

I know that you are
chaffing at the bit hoping
that this new stimulus pack-
age fails and the country
spirals into such a deep eco-
nomic depression that it can
NEVER recover, so that you
can say “I told you so.” But
you should also start work-
ing on whom you want to
give credit to in case it suc-
ceeds. Like you did with
President Clinton when he
predicted and promised that

balanced budget.

You remember that? You
said that it was impossible,
and did everything in your
power to stop it from hap-
pening. And then when it
did happen, you credited
President Bush I for the bal-
anced budget, you remem-
ber that? Well, in case this
stimulus package succeeds
you are going to need anoth-
er person to credit, and
hopefully it won’t be
President Bush II.

I doubt that American will
stand for another manicured
lie without serious revolt.

Victor Conedy,
American Citizen
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Mandela Throws Support to Zuma and ANC

Former South African
President Nelson Mandela,
along with his eldest grand-
son, Inkosi Zwelivelile
Mandla Mandela, and his
daughter Zindzi, pledged

their full support for the
African National Congress
in the coming watershed
elections on Apr. 22.

The Mandelas endorse-
ment is a big boost for the
ANC party which is facing
mounting opposition from

reformers who say the party
has abandoned its goals for
the landless and poor.

At last Sunday’s rally on
Feb. 15, under a heavy
downpour in rural Eastern
Cape, the former president
pledged his continued sup-

port for the ANC. It was his
first appearance at a political
event in some years since he
retired from active politics.
"Mandela is here today to
say he will ’die in the
ANC’," said ANC President
Jacob Zuma. “He was the

Free Health, Safety Fair Set for March

From staff reports

Collin College will host
its third annual Live Smart!
Health and Safety Fair

from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., Friday,
March 6, at the Spring
Creek Campus Conference
Center.

Live Smart! will feature

hearing, glucose and body
fat screenings. Also, atten-
dees will have the oppor-
tunity to give blood.
Medical and wellness

experts  will  provide
informative safety demon-
strations.

Dr. Ricardo Guerra of
Medical Center Plano will

number 10th president; Zizi
(Thabo Mbeki) number
11th, and I am number 12th.
We are blessed that he
became South Africa’s first
democratically elected pres-
ident of South Africa.”

Said  the  grandson:

“Today we are here to show
that the house of Mandela
will die in the ANC...We
stayed in Robben Island for
this organisation. We were
born in this organization and
we'll never leave it like oth-
ers did."

6 at Collin College

lecture on cardiovascular
diseases and Dr. Dan
Maurer of Centennial
Medical Center will lec-
ture on sports medicine.

The event is free and
open to the public. The
Spring Creek Campus is
located at 2800 E. Spring
Creek Parkway.

Healthy Living Expo 2009: Health and Environment Come Together

From staff reports

Learn how to improve
your personal health and the
health of the environment
all in one event: Healthy
Living Expo 2009: Healthy
You, Healthy Earth: Rx for

a Better World.
The City of Garland,
Garland ISD, Baylor

Medical Center at Garland
and the Garland Chamber
of Commerce will join
forces on Saturday, May 2,
2009, from 10 am. to 5

p.m. at the GISD Special
Events Center, to look at
how caring for both our-
selves and the earth creates
a healthy lifestyle, and has
a positive impact on the
world around us.

“Healthy earth” topics,

such as recycling, conser-
vation, energy efficiency
and alternative fuels will be
highlighted.

“Healthy You” activities
will include health screen-
ings, immunizations, infor-
mation on prevention serv-

ices, stress reduction meth-
ods, and much more.

The first 1,000 attendees
will receive a microfiber,
reusable shopping bag con-
taining a variety of gifts
and information. The Expo
will offer exhibitor booths,

free services, demonstra-
tions and entertainment, all
focused on helping citizens
make positive changes to
their daily lives.

More information is
available at www.garland-
chamber.com.

Free Community Health Fair Benefiting the Shoh-Sohail Family of Irving

From staff reports

Buchanan Associates will
host a community health
fair in the Shoh-Sohail fam-
ily's name on Wednesday,
March 11th. The fair, which
will include free health
screenings for the local com-
munity, will be held from 10
am to 3 pm at the VHA
Building on the Mandalay
Canal, 220 Las Colinas
Blvd.

West Introduces Bill (SB 968) to Regulate Spray Parks & Interactive

From staff reports

In an effort to prevent
outbreaks of water borne ill-
nesses associated with
interactive aquatic facilities,
State Senator Royce West
has filed Senate Bill 968 to
set standards for these facil-
ities. Senator West has
worked in tandem with the
Dallas County Department
of Health and Human
Services (DCHHS) to cre-

The fair will be hosted in
an effort to inform, educate
and empower the communi-
ty to adapt healthier lifestyle
behaviors for 20009.

All donations and pro-
ceeds of the fair will direct-
ly benefit the family of
Zargham and Suzie Shoh-
Sohail, owners and opera-
tors of of Subz-n-Stuff, a
popular restaurant in Irving.

On November 28, the
owners and their two chil-

ate this bill after an investi-
gation last summer.
"Swimming pools, spas,
and wading pools currently
are regulated by the Texas
Health and Safety Code,
Chapter 341.  During the
investigation of a wide-
spread outbreak of cryp-
tosporidium (crypto) linked
to aquatic facilities in
Dallas and surrounding
counties, DCHHS discov-
ered that stand-alone spray

dren were involved in a
very tragic accident. During
a serene carriage ride in the
town of Little Rock,
Arkansas, the entire family
was struck by a city bus,
resulting in hospitalization
of several family members.
The family was not med-
ically insured and has since
incurred several medical
bills from the hospitaliza-
tion. Throughout this hard
time, the family has main-

parks and interactive foun-
tains were not regulated
under statute. Senate Bill
968, which 1 filed today,
seeks to apply the same
level of standards, currently
required for pools and spas
to spray fountain parks and
interactive water features,"
said West

“We want to thank
Senator West for spearhead-
ing the efforts to include
this important piece of leg-

tained their business in the
Las Colinas area with
superb service.

The majority of the
booths located at the com-
munity fair will be free to
the public, although a few
will require proof of insur-
ance and/or minor fees.

The booths at the fair that
will offer free services
include:

*American Cancer Society

*Dr. Andy Ullman: Chir-

islation to the Texas State
Health and Safety Code,”
said Zachary Thompson,
DCHHS Director.  “If
passed, municipalities and
local health departments
will have the tools neces-
sary to better protect the
health and safety of our cit-
izens by extending existing
pool and spa regulations to
spray parks and other aquat-
ic facilities currently not
included in state Statues.”

opractor Massage
*Irving Podiatry
*American Heart Assn.
*University of Phoenix
* Gold's Gym
«Jeffrey K. Olson, DDS
Carter Blood Care Ctr.
*Parker School of Chiro-
practic
* Tammy Wittson - Bio-
Feedback
*Dr. Sylvia Gonzalez:
Alternate Holistic Clinic
*Green Irene

“Dallas County Depart.
of Health and Human
Services recognized during
this past summer’s Crypto
Outbreak that patronage to
these facilities were often
by younger individuals,
including non-toilet trained
persons,” said Dr. John
Carlo, DCHHS Medical
Director.  “As such, an
enhanced transmission can
occur when one person who
is sick with an infection

*Sunstone Yoga

Other screenings will be
available with minor fees
and/or proof of insurance:

*Southwestern Medical
Center: Pre-arranged Brea-
st Screenings

Health information and
community resources will
also be available. Door
Prizes, a silent auction ben-
efiting the Shoh-Sohail
Family, and refreshments
will also be available.

Water Parks

enters and uses these facili-
ties. While chlorination to
the current level of stan-
dards as spas, swimming
pools, and wading pools
will not remove the risk of
disease transmission com-
pletely, inadequate chlori-
nation has been shown to
significantly enhance dis-
ease transmission,” Dr.
Carlo continued.

See WATER PARK, Page 12
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Plano City Council Hosts Roundtable

From staff reports

The Mayor and City
Council of Plano invite
Council District 1 residents
to join them for a
Neighborhood Roundtable
discussion on Thursday,

March 5 from 7 to 9 p.m. at
Plano Centre, 2000 E.
Spring Creek Parkway.
Roundtables are part of
an ongoing outreach pro-
gram to present information
and answer questions
regarding city services and

programs. It is a working
meeting where citizens help
the City explore solutions to
district concerns. Though
the meeting is focused on
District 1, all Plano resi-
dents are welcome to partic-
ipate. Lightrefreshments

will be served.

Residents in the Council
District 1 area will receive a
special postcard invitation.
District 1 is bounded by
City’s Limit on the north,
City’s Limit on the south
and City’s Limit on the

east. The western boundary
is Alma Road. A map with
all the districts is available
at on the plano.gov website,
click on Departments and
then Community Outreach.

Roundtables are held
quarterly and  rotated

through Plano’s four dis-
tricts to provide an opportu-
nity for citizens and
Council members to meet
in the convenience of their
home neighborhood. For
more information call (972)
941-7747.

Bond Election Facilities Subcommittee Seeks Input On Priorities

From staff reports

The City of Rowlett Bond
Committee has a Facilities
Subcommittee which is
seeking public opinion on
the prioritization of the

City’s needs for new facili-
ties through an on line sur-
vey on the City’s web site.
The City of Rowlett is
preparing for a possible bond
election in late 2009 or early
2010 and has formed a Bond

Committee to addresses the
city’s needs. A Facilities
Subcommittee was formed
to evaluate the needs to revi-
talize or replace existing
facilities that the City has
outgrown and they are seek-

ing public input to help pri-
oritize those needs.

Citizens are encouraged to
click on the link below or go
to the City’s web site at
www.rowlett.com and click
on the Customer Care

Survey at the bottom of the
home page to take the sur-
vey. The survey asks for a
prioritization of the facilities
listed and there is also a
comment box for those who
want to express their opin-

ions.

Public  feedback s
extremely important in this
decision-making process.
Citizens are invited to visit
http://www.rowlettcus-
tomercare.com.

Texas prison growth has slowed since 2007

By TESSA HOWINGTON
North Dallas Gazette

With the passage of
President Barack Obama’s
economic stimulus bill, the
American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act, Texas is
set to receive $17 billion in
stimulus money. The bill
states that $5 billon of the
allotted money is to go
toward the Texas Medicaid
program and $4 billion to
help fund and strengthen
public education and high-
er education programs in
the state.

Wednesday, February
18, Lt. Governor David
Dewhurst and his staff
announced that they have
just started reviewing the
bill and how it will impact
Texas. He said, “We need
to be careful on how we
use one time funds, so that
we're not painting our-
selves into a deficit in
2011, but a number of
these funds, I think, will be
able to help us in these pro-
gram areas.”

Robert Duncan, a Senate
Finance Committee mem-
ber from Lubbock, said,
"This is Texas, we're fairly
independent here, and it's
because of that independ-
ence that we are as healthy
as we are today.” He

added, “You can rest
assured that the Texas
Legislature will be very
careful in going through
these programs so that we
can ensure that we main-
tain independence and the
Texas spirit in the way
these funds are expended."

On Tuesday, February17,
Senator Rodney Ellis, from
Houston, filed Senate Bill
(SB) 877. If passed, the
bill would require doctors
to offer an HIV test to
patients, allow patients to
deny the test, and the set
the cost around $25 or cov-
ered by existing health care
plans.

SB 877 is in response to
recommendations that the
Center for Disease Control
made in 2006; the goal is to
help slow the spread of the
disease in Texas.
"Thankfully HIV 1is no
longer a death sentence,
but it is clear that early
diagnosis is a key to fight-
ing the disease and its
spread," Ellis said. In
Houston, HIV cases in
black males 1 in 27, and
there are a reported 62,000
cases statewide. Texas
ranks fourth highest in the
US in HIV infection. Ellis
adds, "The sooner a person
is made aware of their sta-
tus, the sooner they will

change their behavior,
which will reduce the risk
of transmitting the disease
to others."

Also in the Senate this
week, the Senate Finance
Committee heard testimo-
ny on Thursday, February
19, from The Texas
Department of Criminal
Justice (TDCJ) Executive
Director Brad Livingston
and Officials from the
Texas Department of
Public Safety (DPS).

The TDCIJ reported that
Texas prison population
growth has flattened since
2007. Livingston cited that
the drop was due to less
repeat  offenders, less
parole or probation viola-
tors, more space at sub-
stance abuse programs, and
the state’s ability to
imprison lesser crime crim-
inals within their commu-
nity instead of at state
facilities. He also asked
the Senate Finance com-
mittee for funding to give a
20% pay raise to guards,
increase employee incen-
tives, and to hire more
workers.

Officials from DPS
asked for more funding
from the Senate as well.
DPS would like to use any
additionally money given
to the department to hire

more employees and State
Troopers, add an additional
450 marked patrol cars,
and improve communica-
tion between DPS and

other state departments by
implementing new tech-
nologies.

Additionally, DPS would
like to give State Troopers

a pay increase. Texas
Public Safety Commission
Chairman Allan Polunsky

See PRISON, Page 11

LEGAL NOTICE

These Texas Lottery Commission Scratch-0ff games will close on March 9, 2009.
You have until September 5, 2009, to redeem any tickets for these games:

Game #803 Cash Gelebration ($1) Overall Odds are 1in 3.15
Game #1067 Hot Streak! ($7) Overall Odds are 1 in 3.98
Game #1073 World Poker Tour® ($5) Overall Odds are 1 in 3.92
Game #1082 Lucky Dice Doubler ($2) Overall Odds are 1 in 4.59
Game #1085 King Tuts Treasures ($5) Overall Odds are 1in 4.29
Game #1097 Bonus Gashword ($3) Overall Odds are 1in 3.18
Game #1109 Cherry Doubler ($1) Overall Odds are 1 in 4.97
Game #1113 Wild 7’s ($1) Overall Odds are 1 in 4.42

These Texas Lottery Commission Scratch-0ff games will close on March 23, 2009.
You have until September 19, 2009, to redeem any tickets for these games:

Game #797 Bonus Break The Bank ($5) Overall Odds are 1 in 3.23

Game #1042 9’s In A Line ($1) Overall Odds are 1 in 4.80
Game #1098 Jewels Of The Nile ($5) Overall Odds are 1 in 3.98
Game #1117 Holiday Package ($3) Overall Odds are 1 in 3.79
Game #1119 $250 Christmas Club ($1) Overall Odds are 1in 4.78

This Texas Lottery Commission Scratch-0ff game will close on March 30, 2009.
You have until September 26, 2009, to redeem any tickets for this game:

Game #1106 Mega Jumbo Bucks ($10) Overall Odds are 1in 3.75

The odds listed here are the overall odds of winning any prize in a game, including break-even prizes. Lottery retailers are
authorized to redeem prizes of up to and including $599. Prizes of $600 or more must be claimed in person at a Lottery Claim
Center or by mail with a completed Texas Lottery claim form; however, annuity prizes or prizes over $999,999 must be claimed
in person at the Commission Headquarters in Austin. Call Customer Service at 1-800-37LOTTO or visit the Lottery Web site at
www.txlottery.org for more information and location of nearest Claim Center. The Texas Lottery is not responsible for lost or
stolen tickets, or for tickets lost in the mail. Tickets, transactions, players, and winners are subject to, and players and winners

agree to abide by, all laws,

1 rules,

1s, policies, di

, instructions, conditions, procedures,
and final decisions of the Executive Director. A Scratch-Off game may continue to be sold even when all the top prizes have
been claimed. Must be 18 years of age or older to purchase a Texas Lottery ticket. PLAY RESPONSIBLY. The Texas Lottery
Supports Texas Education. © 2009 Texas Lottery Commission. All Rights Reserved.

—TEXAS—
LOTTERY
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University Democrats Seek Alumni

From staff reports

Were you a “UDem?” Do
you remember block walk-
ing for Ann Richards? Have
you ever made a rally sign
for LBJ? Do you still “Bleed
Orange” and “Vote Blue?” If
so, then the University
Democrats of UT-Austin
would love to hear from you!

In their 56 year long histo-

ry, the University Democrats
have done many things to
change the world, things
that could only be done
through the dedication and
passion of so many talented
and enthusiastic members.
While their time on the UT
Campus is brief, University
Democrats remain
“UDems” for life.

To celebrate this fact, the

University Democrats will
be holding an Alumni
Reunion Event to honor the
alumni of this dynamic
organization. If you call
yourself a “UDem” then the
University Democrats want
to hear from you. This
chance to reconnect with old
friends from formative polit-
ical years will be held in the
coming months in Austin,

TX.

Without the efforts of
those who have come before,
the University Democrats
would not be the premier
political organization that it
is. That is why the
University Democrats wel-
come all alumni to contact
udemsalumni@gmail.com to
share their stories and to
reconnect.

Keys to Success Program Set at DCCCD

From staff reports

For high school juniors
and seniors thinking about
college, it’s crunch time.

They are asking them-
selves which colleges they
should apply to, and they
wonder whether they can
afford the cost of tuition and
books. They - and their par-
ents - are concerned about
applications, financial aid
forms, or courses of study;
and the students simply want
to know how to navigate the
waters of higher education.
They are confused, excited
and sometimes a little bit
frightened to cross the bridge
from high school to college.

The Dallas  County
Community College District
will eliminate some of that
fear and confusion by pro-
viding a fact-filled and useful
day of information to those
students and their parents
through the Las Llaves del

Exito (Keys to Success) pro-
gram on Sat., March 7, 2009.
The free event, which is
geared toward all high
school juniors and seniors —
as well as their parents, will
be held from 8 a.m. to noon
at Cedar Valley College in
Lancaster.

The one-day college fair is
designed for high school jun-
iors and seniors, plus their
families. CVC is located at
3030 N. Dallas Ave. in
Lancaster. To travel to the
college, take Interstate 20 to
Lancaster Road (marked
“Exit 342”) and go south to
Cedar Valley. Take the sec-
ond marked entrance for
CVC on the left and proceed
through the main gate to
parking areas.

Las Llaves is sponsored by
DCCCD, the Dallas
Independent School District
and the Greater Dallas
Hispanic = Chamber  of
Commerce, in partnership

with area colleges, universi-
ties and non-profit groups.

The program includes
hands-on workshops during
which students will learn
how to fill out applications
for admission to DCCCD
and area colleges and univer-
sities, as well as paperwork
for financial aid and scholar-
ships - including DCCCD’s
Rising  Star  program.
Bilingual volunteers will be
available to assist partici-
pants.

Interested seniors will
receive assistance with fill-
ing out and submitting their
college admissions and
financial aid forms. Those
students should bring the fol-
lowing documents: a copy of
their parents” 2008 income
tax return; students’ valid
picture ID; and W-2 forms or
any other records of money
earned. Students who have
all of the essential forms will
receive assistance complet-

ing the Free Application for
Student  Financial Aid
(FAFSA).

College representatives,
admissions specialists and
financial aid advisors will
talk to families about the
steps they need to take to be
considered for admission and
financial aid. Other sessions
will explore paying for col-
lege, SAT/ACT test prepara-
tion and more. Breakfast and
snacks will be provided.

Las Llaves was started
several years ago by a com-
mittee of community mem-
bers who wanted to encour-
age high school students to
graduate and continue their
education.

For more information in
English, call DCCCD at
(214) 378-1771; for details in
Spanish, call (214) 378-
1773; or visit  sites:
www.dcced.edu/keystosuc-
cess or www.dc-ccd.edu/lla-
vesdelexito.

Il COLLEGE CORNER

Kohl's Kids Who Care
Scholarship Program
to Recognize

Volunteers

Through the Kohl's Kids
Who Care scholarship pro-
gram, the Kohl's
Corporation plans to award
a total of over $350,000 in
scholarships and prizes this
year to more than two
thousand kids whose vol-
unteer efforts have made a
positive impact on their
communities. The program
recognizes and rewards
young volunteers (ages 6 to
18) who help make their
communities a better place.

To be eligible for an
award, the young person's
efforts should be above and
beyond what is normally
expected of a child his or
her age. Volunteer efforts
should have made a posi-
tive impact on others and
occurred in the last twelve
months. The activity can-
not be performed solely to
benefit a family member.
Creativity, initiative, gen-
erosity, leadership, and
project reach will be evalu-
ated during the judging
process.

Nominees must be legal
U.S. residents of a state in
which a Kohl's store is
located. Nominees must be

between the ages of 6 and
18 and not yet a high
school graduate as of
March 15, 2009. Each
nominee must be nominat-
ed by someone 21 years of
age or older.

Nominees will be divid-
ed into two groups (ages 6
to 12 and 13 to 18) and
awards will be given on
three levels. More than two
thousand store winners will
each be awarded a $50
Kohl's Gift Card.

The 194 regional winners
will each be awarded
$1,000 scholarships toward
their postsecondary educa-
tion. Ten national winners
will each be awarded
$5,000 scholarships. In
addition, Kohl's will con-
tribute $1,000 to a nonprof-
it organization on behalf of
each national winner.

The program will accept
nominations through
March 15, 2009. Visit the
Kohl's Corporation Web
site for complete pro- gram
materials (available in
English and Spanish).

http://fconline. founda-
tioncenter .org/pnd/
15016669/ kohlscorp

Tax Credits Offer Effective Means To Offset Education Costs

From staff reports

Education tax credits can
help offset the costs of high-
er education for yourself or a
dependent. The Hope Credit
and the Lifetime Learning
Credit are two education
credits available which may
benefit you. Because they
are credits rather than deduc-
tions, you may be able to
subtract them in full, dollar
for dollar, from your federal
income tax.

The Hope Credit
The credit applies for the

first two years of post-sec-
ondary education, such as
college or vocational school.
It does not apply to the third,
fourth, or higher years of
undergraduate programs, to
graduate programs, or to pro-
fessional-level programs.

It can be worth up to
$1,800 (83,600 if a student in
a Midwestern disaster area)
per eligible student, per year.

You're allowed a credit of
100% of the first $1,200
($2,400 if a student in a
Midwestern disaster area) of
qualified tuition and related
fees paid during the tax year,

plus 50% of the next $1,200
(32,400 if a student in a
Midwestern disaster area).

Each student must be
enrolled at least half-time for
at least one academic period
which began during the year.

The student must be free
of any federal or state felony
conviction for possessing or
distributing a controlled sub-
stance as of the end of the tax
year.

The Lifetime
Learning Credit

The credit applies to
undergraduate, graduate and

professional degree courses,
including instruction to
acquire or improve job skills,
regardless of the number of
years in the program.

If you qualify, your credit
equals 20% (40% if a student
in a Midwestern disaster
area) of the first $10,000 of
post-secondary tuition and
fees you pay during the year,
for a maximum credit of
$2,000 ($4,000 if a student in
a Midwestern disaster area)
per tax return.

You cannot claim both the
Hope and Lifetime Learning
Credits for the same student

in the same year. You also
cannot claim either credit if
you claim a tuition and fees
deduction for the same stu-
dent in the same year. To
qualify for either credit, you
must pay post-secondary
tuition and certain related
expenses for yourself, your
spouse or your dependent.
The credit may be claimed
by the parent or the student,
but not by both. Students
who are claimed as a
dependent cannot claim the
credit.

These credits are phased
out for Modified Adjusted

Gross Income over $48,000
(896,000 for married filing
jointly) and eliminated com-
pletely  for  Modified
Adjusted Gross Income of
$58,000 or more ($116,000
for married filing jointly). If
the taxpayer is married, the
credit may be claimed only
on a joint return.

For more information, see
Publication 970, Tax
Benefits for Education,
which can be obtained online
at www. IRS.gov or by call-
ing the IRS at 800-TAX-
FORM (800-829-3676).

Source: IRS
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Community Spotlight

THE FADE SHOP HAIR SALON

Dallas’ Flex Your Style Barbershop of the Year!

By JACQUINETTE
MURPHY
North Dallas Gazette

The Fade Shop Hair Salon
and its owner, Ozell Graham,
was announced as the 2009
winner of the Dallas Flex
Your Style urban promotion-
al marketing event hosted by
the Ford Motor Company.
Referred to as the Oscars of
the Barbershops, this eve-
ning at Sambucca's (Up-
town) restaurant on McKinn-
ey Avenue was the culmina-
tion of weeks of hard work,
promotional advertising and
competition between five
local barbershop finalists and
their teams.

Graham, received a 2009
Ford Flex vehicle as the
grand prize in addition to the
$1000 check awarded to all
five finalists to assist in their
efforts to serve the communi-
ty. The other four barbershop
finalists were Ronnie Mac of
Shops and Salons, Jerry
Roseman of Trimmers Sa-
lons, Mr. Perry of Class Act
and Kevin Smith of So Fresh
Cutz.

“I was stunned. They had
to tell me that they called my
name,” said Graham
moments after viewing his
new crossover vehicle. “It is
good to know that after all
the hard work you put in, you
do the right thing and you
receive the right gifts.”

The Ford Urban Flex Your
Style program is an innova-
tive marketing tool used by
the Ford Motor Company to
promote its latest product
line directly to main street
individuals. The Flex is a se-
ven-passenger, full-size cr-
ossover vehicle, complete
with a built-in fridge, two-
toned roof, and capless fuel-
ing system.

“Ford wanted to use a
grassroots approach and was
trying to find a unique way to
get [the Flex]out there. What
other way than to go to the
real taste makers-the barber-
shops?” said Crystal Worth-
em, Multicultural Marketing
Manager at Ford Motor
Company.

At the conclusion of a

search for Dallas' best in the
barber circuit, representa-
tives from Ford interviewed
and selected ten barbershops
to participate in the local
marketing project. For one
month, Ford allowed barbers
to campaign at their shops
for the opportunity to
become one of the five final-
ists. The shops were judged
on their reputation, contribu-
tions to the community and
customer satisfaction.

Beginning in January, the
final five candidates were
allowed an additional month
to promote the Ford Flex on-
site and to host a Ford-spon-
sored customer event. The
event attendees voted on-line
for the best barbershop expe-
rience and a winner was
selected - Graham and The
Fade Shop team.

“We like to celebrate en-
trepreneurship and to em-
power economic develop-
ment, so we found a way to
make it a win-win for both
Ford and the barbers,” added
Worthem. Regarding the
checks received by all the
finalists, she added, “They
[the barbers] use their facili-
ties to sponsor events in the
community and give free
haircuts to the homeless or to
the son of a single mom. It
helps them to pay it forward
to the community.”

Ozell Graham (Center)

For Graham, the participa-
tion in such a campaign was
alone an exciting venture. “It
was great to promote the
product. It was like cutting
hair and I am happy with the
outcome,” he began. “It gave
me a chance to connect and
see what the major compa-
nies are doing. They came
out to the community and
even threw a customer
appreciation party. Stepping
up like this made me see that
this is something that we
should do all the time.”

Charlene Fountain, Gra-
ham's mother, was cheering
for him from start to finish. “I
knew he was going to win. |
give praise to God.” With
tears streaming down her
face and a wide smile,
Fountain shared the stage
with her son, hugging him
immediately in celebration
of his accomplishment.

Graham has over 8 years
of barbering experience and
has been a shop owner for
the last four years. The Fade
Shop Hair Salon has loca-
tions at 201 W. Lamar Street
in McKinney and at 18900
Dallas Parkway in the Dallas
area.

Atlanta was the number
one city on Ford's urban-
focused Flex Your Style
location list, but the Dallas
stop has raised the bar. “This

was our first time here and it

to the next level,” said
Worthem. For more informa-

Ozell Graham

tion on the Ford Flex
crossover vehicle, the recent-
ly named 2009 Urban Truck
of the year, visit www.for-
durban.com and Drive One!

was amazing. Dallas took it

at 9940 White Rock Trail, Dallas, Texas.

4

Adell Henderson
Presenter

Datwon Thomas Mesha Millington
Judge

Master of Ceremony

e

DREAMS N-2 DESTINY
1 Dallas’ first Dreams
L ! ©  N-2 Destiny fundraiser.
Presented by founder and
chief executive officer,
Rich Etta Weathersbee

of N2NE (In-Tune), a non-
- profit youth mentoring
program that encourages

the youth to “Focus on your future and
Believe in your dreams,” the event will
gather versatile individuals with talent in
areas ranging from dance, music (gospel,
R&B, country, rap, etc...), poetry, on one
platform for a chance to showcase their
talent, meet celebrities, win prizes and
more! Dreams N-2 Destiny will raise money
for the youth mentoring non-profit while
simultaneously giving money back to
these driven teens.

=l

[ (] [%) IN-TUNE Youth Mentoring

=

N2NE (In-Tune) Youth Mentoring presents Dreams N-2 Destiny, a fundraiser & talent show
featuring youth in the Dallas-Ft.Worth area. The event will take place Saturday, March 7, 2009
from 2:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. at the Lake Highlands North Recreation Center, located

HOST, GUESTS & JUDGES
Datwon Thomas, the creator of KING & RIDES
Magazines and currently the editor of hip-hop magazine
XXL joins N2NE as the official host. The multi-talented
mogul will be introducing local talent and surprise
celebrity guests who will be speaking,
judging and performing.
Mesha Millington, NY-based
singer, actress and director of
Gloria Eve Performing Arts Foundation
Iggof’m',‘:f:,?}: is bringing in her expertise as an
accredited artist to the judging panel. Gospel Rap
group Tru Prophets from McKinney, Texas will also
be on hand for an aspirational performance.

AWARDS

A segment of the fundraiser will be dedicated

to community activists and companies in the Dallas
area making a difference in the lives of the youth.
Nationally published writer, producer and business
consultant Adell Henderson is heading up the N2NE
awards ceremony during the fundraiser, presenting
awards and certificates to ordinary people doing
extraordinary deeds.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Entry Inquiries: Penny Francis
tel: 214.793.7178 / e-mail: penny@n2ne-ym.org

Event PR/Sponsorship: Rachelle Gauthier
tel: 917.501.2007 / e-mail: rachelle@n2ne-ym.org

For more information or to register online, visit:

WWW.N2NE-YM.ORG
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Community Calendar

Ongoing

African American
Republican Club of Collin
County meets 3rd Tuesday of
every month at 7 pm (Doors
will open at 6:30 pm) Collin
County Republican Party
Headquarters 8416 Stacy Road,
McKinney Call Fred Moses at
972 618 7027 or fred@tes.com
for more information.

Collin  County  Black
Chamber of Commerce:
Monthly Lunch & Learn
every 3rd Thursday $15 for
members; $20 for non-mem-
bers, 11:00am-1:00pm. At
Reel Thing Catfish Cafe, 600
East Main Street - Suite A,
Allen, TX 75002. For general
information and reservations
call 469-424-0120.

DFW Financially
Empowered Women meet
monthly for lunch or dinner and
a fun, informative seminar on
various financial topics. For
info: 469-942-0809 or meeet-
up.com/378.

Marriage Prep Class Ist
Saturdays monthly 423 West
Wheatland Road Suite 101,
Duncanville 75116 $10 fee for
materials. For more info call
Karen Duval at 972-709-1180.

No Limit Network Business
Networking Lunch st and
3rd Thursday 11:30 am - 12:30
pm every Thursday at Texas
Land & Cattle Steak House
3945 N. Central Expressway
Plano 75023 Must RSVP
TheNoLimit-Network.com or
call Sylvia Williams at 972-
898-5882.

The National Business
Women Enterprise Network
(NBWEN) Learning Over
Lunch Series: Monthly work-
shop and networking event giv-
ing members and guests the
opportunity to network, build
relationships, present informa-
tion on their business and serv-

Sponsored By:

e
S’
=

ices, and most importantly,
learn different ways to improve
upon and grow their business.
4th Saturdays, 11AM-1PM,
ReMarkable Affairs Cafe, 2727
LBJ Freeway, Suite 140,
Dallas, $20 for members; $35
for non-members, $5 off for
early bird registration. Visit
http:/nbwenorg.ning.com for
more information. THIS IS A
PREPAID EVENT so register
carly!

Wit Women Conference Call
join this weekly conference call
if you need encouragement,
prayer, or inspiration. Dial in
Tuesdays 7 pm - 7:15pm to
218-486-1616, Code 10984
(may change each week).

February 20 — March 15

Teatro Dallas presents
ORINOCO! honoring
Mexican playwright Emilio
Carballido and directed by
Cora Cardona. Performances
are Thursdays- Saturdays at
8:15 p.m. and Sundays at 3:00
pm. Tickets are $18 for
adults and $15 for students,
children and seniors. Tickets
can be purchased at
www.TeatroDallas.org. ~ All
performances will take place
at 1331 Record Crossing Rd,
Dallas, TX 75235.

Feb. 22 -Mar. 1, 2009

Sesame Street: Elmo's
Green Thumb Join all your
favorite friends on an amaz-
ing adventure as they help
Elmo find a new home for
Sunny in the all new Sesame
Street Live stage show,
"Elmo’s Green Thumb".
NOKIA Theatre Grand
Prairie, nokialivedfw.com or
visit .sesamestreetlive.com

February 26
The Urban League will host
the 2009 Annual Meeting
Community Report
Luncheon the theme is The
Legacy Continues: Passing
the Torch. Call the League

Visit www. NorthDallasGazette.com and click on Community Calendar for more events!

office (214) 915.4631 for
more information.

February 27
North  Texas
Conference:
Solutions EXPO!
This is the first business con-
ference of its kind for small
and medium business. Those
attending this business trans-
forming platform will be
learing sales, marketing and
advertising strategies from
experts. More information at:
www.businesssolutionsex-
po.com

Business
Business

February 28
"Business Basics  for
Entrepreneurs" This class
combines financial manage-
ment and other key business
concepts, such as Marketing,
Forecasting, Cash Flow,
Pricing, and  Business
Planning. The class will be
held 9:00 am to 6:00 pm, no
lunch provided at the
Hamilton  Park  United
Methodist Church, 11881
Schroeder Road Dallas, TX
75243. The cost is $40.00 if
paid in advance, $45.00 at the
door, to register visit
www.planfund.org or call
214-942-6698.

The Alpha Iota Iota
Graduate Chapter of
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Inc., will present its 18th
Annual Talent Hunt, at
2:00PM, at the Plaza Theatre,
Garland, TX. Students from
our local schools (9th-12th
grade), are invited to partici-
pate. Talents such as interpre-
tive movement, instrumental,
poetry, vocalist, and speech
will be graded by a panel of
judges. Contact Horace
Satisfield, 972 424-0930 or
Wayne Powe at 214-906-
9079.

2009 Collin Cabaret
Scholarship Benefit Gala
Collin Radio Variety Hour at

the Embassy Suites Frisco.
Call Mary Frazier 972-599-
3145.

The Invisible War Freedom
Conference A unique and
special event to share with
other believers in the study of
God’s Word concermning the
spiritual battles of life. 9AM —
10PM $50 per person; $75
per family;  scholarships
available call 877-808-8886
or www.theinvisiblewar.org

Richardson Humane
Society holds an Adopt A Pet
event at noon-4 p.m. Feb. 14
and 28 at Petco, Coit and
Campbell. Also, Feb. 7 and
21 at Petco at Spring Valley
and Plano roads. Information:
972-234-5117 or richardson-
humanesociety.org to view
pictures of adoptable pets.

March1-3

Divine Consign Children's,
Juniors and Maternity
Consignment Sale children's
consignment sale specializing
in the highest quality gently
worn children's, juniors and
maternity clothing, toys,
books, games, DVDs, baby
equipment and baby & chil-
dren's furniture. Admission is
free. Contact Tina Teutsch at
214-513-2838 or divinecon-
sign@hotmail.com or visit
www.divineconsign.net

March 2

Healthy Living Expo 2009
City of Garland, Garland ISD,
Baylor Medical Center at
Garland & the Garland
Chamber of Commerce host-
ing from 10 am. to 5 p.m. at
the GISD Special Events
Center, to look at how caring
for both ourselves and the
earth creates a healthy
lifestyle, and has a positive
impact on the world around
us.

March 5-7
Texas Instruments Classical

Series at Dallas Symphony
Orchestra Single tickets range
from $17 to $110 and can be
purchased by  calling
214.692.0203 or visiting
www.DallasSymphony.com.

March 6-7

The Alta L. Buford Owens "
Understanding Your
Established Purpose"
Women's Conference will
consist of motivational and
inspiring speakers and pre-
senters, along with awesome
praise and worship that will
propel and encourage atten-
dees to live more victorious
and productive lives. $20 con-
tact:  altabufordowensmin-
istries@yahoo.com or 214-
542-1252.

March 6

The University of Texas at
Arlington (UTA) chapter of
Keep A Child Alive (KCA),
presents SMASH OUT
AIDS  Gospel Benefit
Concert on March 6 from 7 -
10:30 pm. Created by chapter
President Melissa Felix, the
concert will promote AIDS
Awareness and raise funds for
Keep A Child Alive.

Collin College will host its
third annual Live Smart!
Health and Safety Fair from
9 am.-2 p.m., at the Spring
Creeck Campus Conference
Center located at 2800 E.
Spring Creek Parkway. Free

March 7

Habitat for Humanity of
South  Collin County
Building Foundations
Building Lives Samsung
2009 Gala & Casino Night at
the Richardson  Hotel,
Campbell & Central at
6:30PM. Sign up for tickets at
www.habitat-
scc.org/gala/2009

March 11

The Irish Rovers will bring
the heart of Ireland to the

Meyerson stage with the
Dallas Symphony Orchestra
just in time for St. Patrick’s
Day. Single tickets range
from $17 to $110 and can be
purchased by  calling
214.692.0203 or visiting
www.DallasSymphony.com.

March 10

Garland Hosts Vendor,
Buyer Mixer, 2 — 4 p.m.
Vendor Education 3:30 — 4
pm. at the Granville Arts
Center, The Atrium 300 N.
Fifth Street Garland, 972-
205-2415.

American Career Fairs
Professional and Diversity
Career Fair 10AM — 2PM
Meet the hiring managers
ready to hire on the spot. Free
Admission, Free Parking
Contact Bill Mueller at 817-
685-9850 or email
bill@ineedajob.com or
www.ineedajob.com.

March 20-22

Past American Idol contest-
ants sing some of their
favorite tunes from the hit TV
show alongside the Dallas
Symphony Orchestra — live
for two nights. From the soul-
ful singing of Kimberley
Locke, to the Southern charm
of Diana DeGarmo, to tunes
from Chikezie Eze and David
Hemandez, this evening of
song will have everyone
Jjumping to their feet in excite-
ment. Single tickets range
from $17-$110 214.692.0203

or DallasSymphony.com.

March 24

LEAN tools can transform
Health Care organizations.
Learn how at an Executive
Briefing for Health Care
Professions at 9 AM. The
briefing will be held at the Bill
Priest Institute, 1402 Corinth
St. in Dallas. Call the LEAN
Institute of El Centro College
at 214.860.5934 for more
information.

Proud To Be An Active

atal partner In The Community
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Cover Story

Obama Tells Nation: "We are not quitters'

By DAVID ESPO
Associated Press

Standing before a nation
on an economic precipice,
President Barack Obama
warned anxious Americans
Tuesday night the U.S. faces
a dire "day of reckoning" but
can emerge ever stronger by
pulling together, sharing sac-
rifices and confronting hard
choices head-on.

"The time to take charge of
our future is here," Obama
said, delivering his first
address to a joint session of
Congress.

Balancing candor and can-
do, Obama acknowledged
the battered economy, shaken
confidence and the "difficult
and uncertain times" that are
all too real in homes and
businesses across the country.
But, he said, "The weight of
this crisis will not determine
the destiny of this nation."

He said both political par-
ties must sacrifice on favored
programs while uniting
behind his campaign promis-
es to build better schools,
expand health care coverage
and move the nation to
"greener” fuel use.

"Tonight I want every
American to know this: We
will rebuild, we will recover,
and the United States of
America  will  emerge
stronger than before," he said,
according to  excerpts
released by the White House
in advance of his speech.

Just five weeks after his
inauguration, Obama was set
to address an ebullient
Democratic  congressional
majority and an embattled
but reinvigorated ~GOP
minority as well as millions
of anxious viewers at home
as a popular leader wielding
significant clout to advance
his agenda. Despite the
nation's economic worries
and the lack of support for his
plans from all but a few
Republican lawmakers,
Obama  enjoys  strong
approval ratings across the
nation.

But he spoke in the House
as bad economic news con-
tinues to pile up. Some 3.6
million jobs have disap-

With a statue of Abraham Lincoln peering, President Barack Obama smiles in the Rotunda on Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, Feb. 12, 2009, while attending a
Congressional ceremony celebrating Abraham Lincoln's 200th birthday. From right are, Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky., Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid of Nev., the president, House minority Leader John Boehner of Ohio, and Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr., D-1ll. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)

peared so far in the deepening
recession, which now ranks
as the biggest job destroyer in
the post-World War II period.
Americans have lost trillions
of dollars in retirement, col-
lege and savings accounts,
with the stock market falling
nearly half from its peak of
16 months ago.

And new polls — some
with his public support rising
higher and others with it
dropping — show that the
political climate can be as
precarious as the economic
one. Aware that his and his
party's fortunes will suffer if
he cannot right the economic
picture, Obama sought to
blend the kind of grim hon-
esty that has become his
trademark since taking office
with a greater emphasis on
optimism.

"Those qualities that have
made America the greatest
force of progress and pros-
perity in human history we
still possess in ample meas-
ure," he said. "What is
required now is for this coun-
try to pull together, confront
boldly the challenges we face
and take responsibility for
our future once more."

The central argument of

his speech was that his still-
unfolding economic revival
plan has room for — and
even demands — simultane-
ous action on a broader,
expensive agenda including
helping the millions without
health insurance, improving
education and switching the
U.S. to greater dependence
on alternative energy sources.
This is the big lift of his
young presidency: bringing
the public behind what are
sure to be enormous outlays
on contentious issues.

His hopewas to begin to
persuade the country that
those longer-term items on
his presidential agenda are as
important to the nation's eco-
nomic well-being as unchok-
ing credit and turning around
unemployment numbers.

"The only way this century
will be another American
century is if we confront at
last the price of our depend-
ence on oil and the high cost
of health care, the schools
that aren't preparing our chil-
dren and the mountain of
debt they stand to inherit.
That is our responsibility,"
Obama said.

New in office, he wasn't
charged with producing a for-

mal State of the Union status
report. But for all intents and
purposes, that's what it was: a
night for the president to
sketch out his priorities in a
setting unmatched the rest of
the year.

The gallery was to include
a special section hosted by
first lady Michelle Obama in
which guests were selected to
serve as living symbols of the
president's goals. Cramming
the floor were to be the lead-
ers of the federal govern-
ment: Supreme Court jus-
tices, all but one Cabinet
member — held away in case
disaster strikes — and nearly
every member of Congress.

Pre-speech, Wall Street
was in a better mood than it
had been in for days: Stocks
were up after Federal
Reserve Chairman Ben
Bernanke said the recession
might end this year.

Comments on Obama's
address came in early from
Republicans, hours before he

had uttered a word.
Louisiana's young, charis-
matic  governor, Bobby

Jindal, who was delivering
the televised GOP response
to the Democratic president,
exhorted fellow Republicans

to be Obama's "strongest
partners" when they agree
with him. But he signaled
that won't happen much, call-
ing Democrats in Congress
"irresponsible" for passing
the $787 billion stimulus
package that Republicans
have criticized as excessive
and wasteful.

"The way to lead is not to
raise taxes and put more
money and power in hands of
Washington  politicians,"
Jindal said, according to
excerpts of his remarks
released by the Republican
Party. "Who among us would
ask our children for a loan, so
we could spend money we do
not have, on things we do not
need?"

Jindal is considered a like-
ly presidential contender in
2012.

In contrast to many State of
the Union addresses by
George W. Bush, Obama was
emphasizing foreign policy.
He was touching on his inten-
tion to chart new strategies in
Iraq and Afghanistan and to
forge a new image for the
U.S. around the world even
as he keeps up the fight
against terrorism.

Obama declared that the

budget request he is sending
to Congress on Thursday will
slash that deficit by at least
half by the end of his term in
2013, mostly by ending U.S.
combat in Iraq and eliminat-
ing some of Bush's tax cuts
for the wealthy. He said his
budget officials have identi-
fied a total of $2 trillion in
savings over the next 10
years, also including ending
education programs "that
don't work" and payments to
large agribusinesses "that
don't need them," eliminating
wasteful no-bid contracts in
Iraq and spending on
weapons systems no longer
needed in the post-Cold War
era, and rooting out waste in
Medicare.

"Everyone in this chamber,
Democrats and Republicans,
will have to sacrifice some
worthy priorities for which
there are no dollars," he said.
"And that includes me."

But he said this belt-tight-
ening must not preclude
increased spending in the
areas he deems crucial.

"Now is the time to act
boldly and wisely to not only
revive this economy, but to
build a new foundation for
lasting prosperity," he said.
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Arts & Entertainment

For more entertainment news visit www. NorthDallas Gazette.com

Rihanna Speaks Out for First
Time Since Alleged Assault

NNPS

Rihanna’s camp has bro-
ken its silence after the pop
star was allegedly attacked
by Chris Brown. On Friday,
Feb. 20, the singer issued a
statement of thanks to her
fans.

"At the request of the
authorities, Rihanna is not
commenting about the inci-
dent involving  Chris

Brown," says the statement
from her rep.

"She wants to assure her
fans that she remains strong,
is doing well, and deeply
appreciates the outpouring
of support she has received
during this difficult time."

The statement comes on
her 21st birthday and a day
after she was spotted in Los
Angeles after spending
nearly two weeks in seclu-

sion.

The singer was pho-
tographed Thursday head-
ing to an airport the same
night a graphic photo report-
edly showing her battered
face surfaced on the
Internet, upsetting her
father, who criticized police
for their "sloppy work."

Prior to the statement,
neither Rihanna nor her rep-
resentatives had commented

since the arrest of 19-year-
old Brown on Feb. 8

On Friday, friends in
Rihanna's native Barbados
marked her birthday by tak-
ing out an ad in the local
paper wishing her a happy
21st "amidst all the negativ-
ity about Ri Ri. God will
continue to bless her."

In a Dec. 12, 2008 file photo singers Rihanna and Chris Brown per-

Information from form at Madison Square Garden in New York. Brown, who was
People.com contributed to  arrested a week ago in connection with a domestic violence investiga-
this report. tion, said Sunday Feb. 15, 2009 he is "sorry and saddened" by what

happened and is seeking counseling from his pastor and loved ones.

Woman 1n Freeman crash: Not his mistress

Attorney Gloria Allred, right, displays accident photos as her client, Demaris Meyer, looks on at a news
conference in Los Angeles Wednesday, Feb. 25, 2009, to discuss a lawsuit against actor Morgan
Freeman stemming from an accident in which she was seriously injured while he was driving her car in
Mississippi in 2008. (AP Photo/Reed Saxon)

COASTAL VACATIONS
We're Taking The Nation On Vacation

Invest $1,295 in a Level | vacation package and reap the benefitS. You will
receive:

s 5 cruises and 30 bonus vacations

o Unlimited access to literally hundreds of mini-vacations

30 membership cards and growing

o Unbelievable travel & financial perk$ that will astound you

e Lifetime membership and

» EXCEEDINGLY & ABUNDANTLY MORE!!

www.coastalincome.com/sample Overview.....732.463.6436 or 800.628.8015
24 Hr. Recorded Q & A Call .......... 212.461.2750
Details on our live calls 712.338.8000 Pin 1103 Mon-Wed 10am
(Mon-Thur) 8pm & 9pm for First Time Callers & Saturdays [1an
ALL CALLS CST

Contact Mike @Home Office 214.884.6681 or Cell 504.261.6712
mglendavis@shcglobal het

Associated Press

The woman who was with
Morgan Freeman the night of
a car crash that left both
injured insists she was never
romantically linked to Free-
man and is suing the actor for
negligence.

Demaris Meyer and her
lawyer, Gloria Allred, held a
press conference Wednesday

announcing that Meyer has
filed a lawsuit against the 71-
year-old Oscar winner.

In the days following the
accident last August, Free-
man's lawyer, Bill Luckett,
told media outlets that
Freeman and his wife of 24
years, Myrna Colley-Lee, had
been separated since Dece-
mber 2007 and were getting a
divorce. Several media outlets

reported that the 48-year-old
Meyer was Freeman's mistress.

Meyer says she met
Freeman the night of the acci-
dent at a dinner party. She says
Freeman agreed to let her stay
at one of three houses on his
property, so that she "would
have an easier drive to work
the next morning."

The exhibit runs until July
31, 2010.
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THE NEW GOSPEL MUSICAL WRITTEN BY KENDRICK D.YOUNG, IS AN
EXPLOSVE STORY OF LOVE AND BETRAYAL IN A MARRIAGE
STRUGGLING TO SURVIVE IN A WORLD TAINTED BY DEMONIC INFLUENCES.

SAVE ME FROM MY SECRETS MAKES A REAL STATEMENT
ABOUT LIFE, LOVE, AND THE AGE OLD CONFLICT BETWEEN

GOOD AND EVIL.

Tuesday. March 17 thru Sunday, March 22, 2009

it R
Hurt You

! ]
oTOGRAP '}T#’ i / B - .
2H ' © PRODUCED BY ZADIA IFE AND KENDRICK"mOUNq
WRITTEN BY{KENDRICK D.YOUNG
DIRE;I'ED BY ZADIA IFE

8:00PM - Tuesday - Friday 3:00 & 8:00PM - Saturday 3:00 & 7:30PM - Sunday
TBAAL Box Office 214-743-2400 Ticketmaster 214-373-8000
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January Home Sales Follow Expected Seasonal Decline

From staff reports

January projected sales
in Collin County and sur-
rounding areas were 26
percent lower than the

same time last year, reports
the Collin County
Association of Realtors
(CCAR). While January
marked the lowest number
of sales for a single month

in several years, new list-
ings and homes under con-
tract were up sharply from
December.

“January is typically the
slowest month of the year

for real estate sales, and
this year is no exception,”
says Steve Haid, CCAR
member services director.
The CCAR Pulse, which
delves into the real estate

markets of 36 local com-
munities, reports that the
average time a house was
on the market in January
was 110 days, compared to
112 days in January 2008.

In addition, the median
sales price of a home in
January was $156,200,
which was down substan-
tially from the same time
last year: $170,000.

PEARSON y from Page 1

for the beginning of a new
wave, a new life, the begin-
ning.

I have been on this earth
for twenty years, yet I feel as
though my life is just begin-
ning. [ have noticed a still-
ness in the water, thereby set-
ting out to find a new begin-
ning, the beginning of me.
Me, I love to dance and 1
have a niche in writing. 1
followed my heart instead of
my head and decided to
focus my collegiate studies
on dance, which I still argue
as a wise declaration. This
spring, however, my history
teacher became intrigued by
my writing skills and pushed

me to explore the possibility
of a career in journalism.
Ironically, an opportunity to
work with the North Dallas
Gazette presented itself
around the same time. After
careful consideration I acc-
epted the offer and became
an administrative intern with
the North Dallas Gazette.
Organizing photo arch-
ives, business contacts, dis-
tributing mail, maintaining
an up-to-date community
calendar, and submitting to
the needs of anyone who
may need my assistance, was
not too hard. My unfamiliar-
ity with the inner workings
of a newspaper did not hin-

der my ability to perform all
required task. However, |
have seen Spiderman and the
great hustle and bustle of
journalism portrayed in the
cinema jackpot intimidated
me. For the first week I sat at
my desk anticipating an
explosion of chaos, flying
papers and angry editors
everyday. Surprisingly, the
papers did not fly, aside from
the occasional wind blown
edition.

I found great excitement in
recycling old files and docu-
ments. | came across numer-
ous published articles about
racism, economic strife,
humorous thoughts, and mis-

cellaneous wonderings.
There were many mornings
in which I found myself seat-
ed in the conference room
for hours reading over the
articles and soaking in the
colloquial structure of dic-
tion, and the fountain of
information from which I
drank freely. The North
Dallas Gazette allows unspo-
ken words to come to life,
authors are set free from the
chains of “words unsaid”
(Keys, Alicia). Their voices
come to life within the pages
and their stories scream for
change, equality, considera-
tion, and participation. The
North Dallas Gazette is a

PRISON y from Page 5

noted that State Troopers
that work at the Capitol
building can make 40%
less than an Austin Police
Officer who also works at
the Capital building.

On the other side of the
Legislature, in the House,
on Tuesday February 17,
Reps. Brandon Creighton,
Leo Berman, and Bryan
Hughes authored and filed
a bill emphasizing Texas’
sovereignty in relation to
the United States and
require the federal gov-
ernment stop issuing cer-

tain mandates.

Rep. Creighton indicat-
ed, "From restrictions on
gun and ammunition
sales, to freedom of
choice issues, to the Real
ID Act, the federal gov-
ernment is passing laws
that limit a state's ability
to govern itself." He adds,
"Texas simply wants to
send the message that we
want to govern ourselves
and decide for ourselves
how our money is to be
spent."

On Thursday February

19, Representative Mike
Villarreal filed House Bill
(HB) 1469. The billwould
require all bills filed or
voted on to have a “carbon
note.” This “carbon note”
would indicated how
much a bill would
increase or decrease car-
bon emissions in Texas if
passed.

Carbon emissions are
the leading cause of cli-
mate change, and Texas is
currently the leading pro-
ducer of carbon emissions
in the US.

"Government has a
responsibility to lead the
way in our efforts to clean
up our air," said Villarreal.
"Before casting a vote on
any legislation, we should
be fully informed about
the positive of negative
impact for our environ-
ment."

Also last week, both the
Senate and the House held
various committee meet-
ings and public testimony
hearings. More commit-
tee meetings are planned
for this week as well.

i'IAYN ES, from Page 1

media. The press release
describes the formatting as
“a totally interactive moti-
vational show with a global
and local agenda featuring
various genres of music,
live celebrity interviews,
comedic relief, employ-
ment and training queries
and children’s commen-

tary.”

Dr. Haynes, is known not
only locally but nationally
for his ministry as the pas-
tor of Friendship-West
Baptist Church located at
2020 Wheatland Road in
Dallas, Texas. In addition
to his ministry, Dr. Haynes
is an author. His communi-
ty involvement has includ-
ed championing causes to

promote community cohe-
siveness from mentoring
youth to elder care and
community fiscal reliance.

Freddy Haynes Unscripted
Show for Community
Empower-ment on Radio
One, Inc.’s KSOC-K-Soul
94.5 FM will be a motiva-
tionally  comprehensive
format as opposed to a reli-

gious one to primarily ele-
vate social consciousness
within the African
American community in a
creative and entertaining
format.

The Freddy Haynes
Unscripted launches on
March 1 and airs each
Sunday afternoon from
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

place of opportunity, not just
for minorities but for the
world. As I gleaned from the
wisdom of my co-workers,
writers, and the publisher of
the North Dallas Gazette,
Mr. Thurman Jones, my
gourd of knowledge filled to
the brim and overflowed
with living water, like that
sent down from the Lord
above. This living water is
alive, and creates a thirst for
a deeper understanding and
connection with the source. 1

have been bitten by the jour-
nalism bug and my fever has
become fatal. 1 yearn for
words, thoughts, ideas, and a
chance to show my commu-

nity things they never
noticed before.
I am grateful to The North

Dallas Gazette for affording
me the great privilege of
spending time in their office
this summer and I look for-
ward developing a working
relationship in the near
future.

AIR CONDITIONER PARTS

ATTENTION A/C TECHNICIANS

Ignition Control (Two Stage Spark)
For Sale

Part #CNT04717x13651111-010
Paid: $200 -- Will Take: $100

972-606-3891

CATERING

R0 CATERING BY AHMAD

(Certified by the State of Texas)

2606 Hazelwood Place
Garland, TX 75044

Ahmad Abdallas, CEO & Founder

Christian company that specializes in church parties & banquets, graduation
and birthday parties, weddings & all anniversary receptions, and retirement
parties. Some satisfied customers: New Mr. Zion and St. John Baptist
Churches; Mary Kay Inc.; Prairie View A&M and other receptions including
receptions & parties in University and Highland Park communities.

972-530-1735

214-460-4271

OFFICE FURNITURE

CONFERENGCE TABLE 84" LONG

Mahogany Wood 6 chairs
(Maroon)

Good Condition $250.00 Firm
972-606-3891
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Future Water Shortages Threaten Texas’ Way of Life

From staff reports

Developing and protecting
our water resources is one of
the most pressing long-term
issues facing Texas, state
Comptroller Susan Combs
said today. Ensuring ade-
quate and reliable sources of
clean water is essential to
protect the health of Texas
citizens and the strength of
the state economy.

“By 2060, more than 46
million people could be liv-
ing in Texas, and demand for
water will increase by an esti-
mated 27 percent,” Combs
said. “According to the
Texas Water Development
Board, failing to meet this
demand could cost business-
es and workers in the state
approximately $9.1 billion
per year by 2010 and $98.4
billion per year by 2060.”

The state could lose $466
million in tax revenue in
2010 and up to $5.4 billion
by 2060 due to decreased
business activity caused by
insufficient water.

In addition to population
growth, Texas’ vulnerability
to drought makes long-term
water planning both impera-
tive and challenging, Combs
said. Each of the several one-
or two-year droughts in
Texas during the past decade
has cost agricultural produc-
ers and businesses between
$1 billion and $4 billion
annually.

Combs released a new
report, Liquid Assets: The
State of Texas’ Water
Resources, examining Texas’
current and future water
resources, the practical and
policy barriers facing local
and statewide water planners
and possible funding mecha-
nisms that could be tapped to
develop  Texas’  water
resources. The report also
looks at the progress made by
Texas’ 16 regional water
planning groups and the chal-
lenges those groups face in
addressing their water needs.

Groundwater provides 59
percent of Texas’ available
fresh water, surface water

provides approximately 40
percent and the remaining 1
percent is made up of reused
ground and surface water.
Both sources are dwindling
— groundwater due to over-
pumping and surface water
due to sediment accumula-
tion in reservoirs. Liquid
Assets: The State of Texas’
Water Resources reports
Texas currently does not
have enough water to fulfill
all of its estimated future
needs. Without new manage-
ment and conservation meas-
ures, in the event of a
drought, water needs could
increase from 3.7 million
acre-feet in 2010 to 8.8 mil-
lion acre-feet in 2060. If
Texas were to see a drought-
of-record, up to 85 percent of
the population in 2060 could
experience water shortages.
In 1997, the Texas
Legislature established a com-
prehensive water planning
process in which the state’s 16
regional water planning
groups work with the Water
Development Board to assess

future water needs in their
regions, propose solutions and
estimate their cost, culminat-
ing in a statewide water plan
that is updated every five
years.  This “bottom-up”
approach allows maximum
input from local stakeholders
such as agriculture, industry,
cities, water utilities and
power companies.

The current State Water
Plan, adopted in 2007 by the
Water Development Board,
includes $30.7 billion in pro-
posed projects. Water proj-
ects are funded by a combi-
nation of state and local dol-
lars. In the last four years,
state funding has made up
approximately 2 percent of
total water project funding.
In fiscal 2008, the state pro-
vided $137.9 million. Cities
and other local jurisdictions say
the state will need to provide
$2.4 billion by 2060 to help ini-
tiate essential, large-scale proj-
ects in communities through-
out Texas. And, TWDB recent-
ly estimated that the amount
needed from the state for these

projects could increase to $16.6
billion in the next statewide
water plan in 2012.

To meet Texas’ growing

needs, Liquid Assets: The
State of Texas’ Water
Resources says officials

should consider a dedicated
funding source for water
development. Options
reviewed by the Joint
Committee on State Water
Funding in the Legislature
include a sales tax on current-
ly tax exempt water and
sewer services provided by
public water supply systems;
a water conservation and
development fee on cus-
tomers’ utility bills; increas-
ing the water rights fee cur-
rently paid by water rights
holders; a water connection
or “tap fee” on each water
connection in the state; and a
sales tax on bottled water. To
ensure the state gets the most
for its money and meets the
critical water needs of all
Texans today and in the
future, Liquid Assets: The
State of Texas’ Water

Resources
recom-
mends fur-
ther exam-
ining the
issue of
water con-
servation to ensure all com-
munities are making an effort
to conserve existing water
supplies, and strengthening
oversight and accountability
to ensure funds go only to
projects that are truly needed.

“Ensuring reliable water
supplies for the future and bal-
ancing those supplies appro-
priately between rural and
urban areas, and among agri-
cultural, municipal, industrial
and electricity-generating
users is the challenge of our
day,” Combs said. “State and
local policymakers must also
consider the economic impact
of any new regulations affect-
ing landowners’ private prop-
erty rights in the water under
their land. They can use this
report as a tool to help drive
sound and prudent water poli-
cy in the state.”

Susan
Combs

WATER PA RKS, continued from Page 4

Several outbreaks of infec-
tious diseases including
Shigella sonnei, Legionella
anisa, Escherichia coli and
Cryptosporidia parvum have
been associated elsewhere in
the United States when these
facilities were not properly
maintained. Without proper
chemical control measures,
such as chlorination, contam-
ination of spray water with
infectious pathogens can
result in large numbers of
persons becoming ill with
symptoms including diar-
thea.

“Inspections of the spray
pools will benefit the citizens
of Dallas by ensuring mini-
mum requirements for chlo-
rine levels and disinfection
are met, in accordance with
the existing rules which
already apply for pools and
spas,” said Dr. Wendy
Chung, DCHHS Chief
Epidemiologist. “The fast-
growing number of interac-
tive water fountain construc-

tions nationwide has created
the potential for waterborne-

disease outbreaks.  Only
proper design, operation, and

maintenance can reduce the
risk of illness,” Chung con-
tinued.

In 2008, DCHHS recei-
ved 458 reports of laboratory
confirmed cases of crypto,

most of which were associat-
ed with the use of recreation-
al water facilities.

Your Trusted Source of Companionship and Home Care for

Each Home Instead Senior Care franchise office is independently owned and operated.

Seniors.

e Personal Care
e Medication Reminders
e Meal Preparation and

Errands

e Light Housekeeping

e Licensed - Bonded -

Insured

Call for a free,
no-obligation appointment:

Central Dallas

972.239.3934

)
Home'Instead
SENIOR CAREN

With a little help

from a friend.

homeinstead.com

12| February 26, 2009 - March 4, 2009 | North Dallas Gazette | visit us online at www.NorthDallasGazette.com



Contact: 972-606-7498 for Career Opportunity Advertising

Career Day for Women set

From Staff Reports

Anyone interested in self-
employment in the financial
services arena, who consid-
ers themselves “gutsy,” and
an action-oriented woman is
invited to attend an upcom-

ing Career Day hosted by
Women in Insurance and
Financial Services, DFW
Chapter. Information regard-
ing a career in insurance and
financial services will be pro-
vided, including an opportu-
nity to speak to those work-

ing in those industries.

Attendees should come
prepared with their resume to
meet with a dozen compa-
nies and learn about career
opportunities in the financial
services arena throughout
North Texas.

The event is Saturday,
February 28, 2009, 11 am. —
2 p.m. at the Crowne Plaza
Suites Hotel located at 700
Avenue H East in Arlington.

For more information, call
817-996-3262 or email wifs-
dallas@flash.net

Unemployed Texans Granted
Additional $25 in Benefits

From Staff Reports

The Texas Workforce
Commission (TWCO)
announced today a $25
increase to weekly unem-
ployment benefits for indi-
viduals currently receiving
payments. The increase was
part of the economic stimu-
lus package passed by
Congress and signed by
President Barack Obama.

The legislation provides an
increase of $25 per week for
eligible Texans receiving
unemployment benefits as of
February 22, 2009.
Claimants will see the addi-
tional benefits beginning
mid-March. Eligible
claimants who are currently
receiving  benefits  will
receive the increase retroac-
tive to February 22. The
increase is effective for initial
claims filed  through
December 26, 2009.

The federally funded
increase applies to all types
of unemployment benefits,
and employers will not be

charged the additional funds.
Claimants do not need to call
or take any additional action
to receive the additional
amount; however, they
should continue requesting
payment as scheduled. TWC
administers unemployment
benefits to workers who
become unemployed through
no fault of their own and are
actively seeking work.

Claimants may receive
further information online
through texasworkforce.org
or by using our e-mail form.
A TWC staff member will
call you back within 48
hours. They may also contact
an Unemployment Insurance
(UI) Tele-Center listed
below.

Austin local:
(512) 340-4300
Dallas local:
(214) 252-1200
El Paso local:
(915) 832-6400
Fort Worth local:
(817) 420-1600
Houston local:

Six Flags to offer
seasonal jobs
despite reccession

From Staff Reports

Arlington’s  Six  Flags
Hurricane Harbor and Six
Flags Over Texas are looking
to fill seasonal positions at
area theme parks.

The Six Flags (Over Texas
amusement park should see
thousands of guests when it
opens for the season despite
the recession, Steve Martin-
dale, the park's general man-
ager says.

The theme park will hire

ride operators, food service
workers, retail clerks, enter-
tainers and lifeguards. There
also are openings in market-
ing, group sales, security,
information systems, rev-
enue control and loss preven-
tion, Six Flags said in a news
release.

The park is targeting peo-
ple looking for a second job,
stay-at-home parents, retir-
ees, teachers, school bus
drivers and students, accord-
ing to the release.

(281) 983-1100
McAllen local:
(956) 984-4700

San Antonio local:
(210) 258-6600
Others call toll free:
(800) 939-6631

Reemployment services
are available through Texas
Workforce Centers or by
accessing WorkInTexas.com
for information.

The Texas Workforce
Commission is a state agency
dedicated to helping Texas
employers, workers and
communities prosper eco-
nomically. For details on

TWC and the programs it
offers in unison with its net-
work of local workforce
development boards, call
(512) 463-8556 or visit
www.texasworkforce.org.

City OF
PLano, TEXAS

plano

CEREER EMML OYRENT INFORBATION
www.plano.gov
AA | EQE [ADA

&

Workforce Services 1945 E. Jackson Road
Carrollton, TX 75011-0535
Direct Line: (972) 466-3090

Website: http://www.cityofcarrollton.com
*You must apply online via our website

Equal Opportunity Employer

CARROLLTON

Where Connections Happen

CITY OF CARROLLTON

Alternate School Crossing Guard
Assistant Pool Manager
Deck Attendant
Firefighter
Lifeguard Maintenance Worker I - Grounds
Maintenance
Maintenance Worker II - Concrete
Crewmember
Maintenance Worker II - Drainage
Pool Manager
PW Heavy Equipment Operator - Wastewater
Swim Instructor
Swimming Pool Attendant
Telecommunications Dispatcher
Temporary - Fire & Life Safety Assistant

TEXAS

IRVING

DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING
AND REWARDING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

+ Competitive wages

* Array of benefits

* Education incentive pay
* ... and more

SIGN UP TO TAKE
THE CITY OF IRVING'S NEXT
CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM.
CALL (972) 721-2532 TO REGISTER.

The City of Irving does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex,
religion, age, or disability in employment or the provision of services.
www.cityofirving.org

GARLAND

CITY OF GARLANIL TEXAS

Meet the Buyer of your
Product or Service

For details on these Buyer/Vendor mixers visit
www.gralandpurchasing.com

February 18, Collin County
Purchasers Forum

March 10, City of Garland

TISEO PAVING COMPANY
419 E. Hwy. 80, Mesquite, TX 75150
Tel: (972) 289-0723 Fax: (972) 216-5637
www.tiseopaving.com

Performing Concrete Street
Paving in the Metroplex Area
We Accept Subcontracting Bids For All Public
Works Project in the Dallas Area
We Are Accepting Applications for Concrete
Mixer Drivers and Heavy Equipment Mechanics

Equal Opportunity Employer
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Church Happenings

DELIVERANCE
MINISTRIES

March 7, 1:30 — 3 pm

Visit Helen’s House to
receive, to give, and to fellow-
ship. Give-away of food and
household items is open to all
those who could use a little
touch.
DayStar Deliverance
Ministries
Apostle Minnie Hawthorne-
Ewing, Senior Pastor
635 W. Campbell Rd, #210
Richardson, TX 75080
972-480-0200

DELTA SIGMA THETA
SORORITY’S NORTH
DALLAS ALUMNAE
CHAPTER

Now through April 18, 2009
In conjunction with the
Delta Sorority, the IRS,
United Way, and the City of
Dallas, FREE tax preparation
will be offered to taxpayers
with $40,000 or less income in
2008, or any senior citizen,
each Saturday in February,
March and April @ the Willie
B. Johnson Recreation Center,
12225 Willowdell Drive in the
Hamilton Park Community
from 9:30 am to 2 pm. You
must bring a photo 1.D.; a W-2
Form for 2008; Form 1099; a
copy Social Security card; and
any other information con-
cerning their income and
expenses for the year of 2008.
Carolyn Matthews,
Chapter President
P.O. Box 8306004
Richardson, TX 75083-001
214-452-7835
(Voice Mail and Fax)

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
CHURCH OF ALLEN
“THE SHIP”

Monday-Friday
Prayer Lines for those in
need are 972-649-0566 and
972-649-0567.

In February 2009
Wednesdays, 7 pm
Get your praise on,
Wednesday  Night  Live

(WNL) @ our main campus,
200 Belmont Drive in Allen.
Call the church for details.

February 29, 7 pm

Mark your calendar for this
Friday in recognition of Black
History Month with our
Annual  “Black  History
Cinema” at our main campus,
200 Belmont Drive in Allen.
Enjoy a FREE movie, receive
a Black History overview and
enjoy some FREE refresh-
ments.  You don’t want to
miss Friday nights at “The
Ship!”
Rev. W. L. Stafford, Sr.
M. Div., Senior Pastor
1550 Edelweiss
(Service Location)
200 Belmont Drive
(Church Address)
Allen, TX 75013
972-359-9956

FELLOWSHIP OF
BELIEVERS
MINISTRIES

February 26-27, 7:30 pm

Join us for the last Night of
a City Revival with Bishop
GD. Crawford, FOBCC
Ministries;  Bishop D.C.
Thompson, Miracle Temple
Church in Dallas; Elder Steve
Cornett, The Potter’s House,
Dallas; and Pastor Lee
Sherrell, Owner/Operator of
Access Channel 34 in Dallas.
Theme: Pursue, Overtake and
Without Fail, Recover All.”

7 The New Light Church ™\

wwnnewlightchurchdallar.ong |

“Lncouraging Lmpewering Loangelizing”
“Taste and see that the LORD {5 I;'uuu‘.- '

the Light!

9314 ELAM RD
DALLAS, TX 75217
(214) 391-3430

Sunday Worship Service ..............11:00AM
Sundery Scheol ..
Thursday Night Live At The Light.._...7:00PM

Experience [

.................... 9-30AM

Shaun Rabb, Sorior Pastor

) S —

Bishop Gregory D.
Crawford

Founder & Senior Pastor
3121 Nandina Drive
Dallas, TX 75241
214-780-7856

HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY OF S.
COLLIN COUNTY

March 7, 6:30 pm

Join us for a “Building
Foundations Building Lives
Samsung 2009 Gala & Casino
Night @ the Radisson Hotel,
Campbell & Central
Expressway in Richardson,
TX. This will be an evening
of fun to benefit a great organ-
ization. There will be a recep-
tion, a live and silent auction,
gourmet meal and a casino
night. Black tie is optional.
Auction items include hotel
stays in New York, Hawaii
and Santa Fe; a two bedroom
Ocean Reef condo in Key
Largo for four days. Call
Scott Blair @ 214-405-3134
for details and sponsorship
opportunities.
P. O. Box 868117
Plano, TX 75086
214-405-3134

OASIS WORSHIP
CENTER OF IRVING

March 28-29, 2009

Join us for our Women’s
Fellowship @ the Courtyard
by Marriott, 2280 Valley View
Lane in Irving, TX. Theme:
“Who Art Thou.” Registration
is required in advance.
Speakers are Apostle L.
Williams, First Lady Lore
Taylor from Converse, TX and
Scripture Fellowship Church.
There will also be mini-speak-
ers from the D-FW area and
church choirs. Topic: “Guide-
lines to Building Successful
Relationships.” Casual attire is
acceptable.  Scripture Text:
Ruth Chapter 3.
Loretta Williams,
Founder

SANCTUARY OF PRAISE
FELLOWSHIP OF PLANO

March 8, 6 pm
Join us for a One Night
Revival with Pastor Cedric
Jackson and the Love
Fellowship Church of Dallas.
Call Pastor John Wilson III for
details at 469-853-2380.

Rev. John Wilson, II1
Pastor

1318 J Avenue
Plano, TX 75074
469-853-2380

women professionals, which
include medicine, engineer-
ing, law, computer science,
pharmacy and accounting, will
attend. Black authors will
share important facts. Call the
church for details.

Dr. Isiah Joshua, Jr.

Senior Pastor

920 14TH Street

Plano, TX 75074
972-423-6695

SHILOH MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

March 7, 9 am — Noon
Don’t miss our celebration
of National Women’s History
Month. Church and commu-
nity leaders, along with young

Sister Tarpley Thinks You Should Share Your
Milestone Events With The Community....

Church Anmdversary

Pastor's Anniversary

Women's Day
Men's Day

Speciol Events [Personal
or Cnrmr:wtl'rﬂ

Specdal Promotional Advertlsing Bate Of:
$ 11 ?@ Ad Sire - 2 Columm X 6

Call Owur Marketing Departmrent Today!

(972) 606 - 7498

PRIME BURIAL LOTS FOR SALE

One, two or three lots for sale at Restland in
North Dallas; located in the beautiful and
peaceful Serenity Gardens Section
(Southeast corner of Greenville Avenue &
Restland Road.) Market value $3450 each,
but selling price negotiable. View plots by
appointment only. Call 972-606-3878,
972-416-6109, or 469-235-5808.

FRILLOWSTEITP IRATPIFISHP CIEIURCIE
OF AIILIBRN

For Kingdom Building
200 BELMONT DRIVE - ALLEN, TX 75013
(972) 359-9956 - www.fbcofallen.org

Sunday Morning Services
8:15AM Story Elementary

10:45AM Story Elementary
1550 Edelweiss - Allen, Tx

Wednesday Night Live

Wed Prayer Service / Bible Study
T:00PM

200 Belmont Dr - Allen, Tx

asfford Sr

a Stafford

/220~ MT. OLIVE CHURCH OF PLAND [MOCOP)
300 Chisholm Place  Plano, TX 76075  872-633-5611

arvest
nternational
nterdenominational
Service

Last Sunday, Every Month
7:00 pm
Sunday Morning Worship
10:00 am
Wednesday Nights
7:16 pm

LNITBG
THE BOSY

=..

- ]
- lf_HlISY/

.
g' w1 G t-—"-arm)

Pastors Sam &
Gloria Fenceroy

FEill Chapel

Christlan Methodist Eplscopal Charch
1003 Ave. L Plame, TX 75074 (972) 423-40%0
Rev. Clarence J. Ford, Jr., Pastor

930 AM,
11:00 AM.
T30 P.M

Sunday Worship Service:
Wadnesday Night-
Community Bible Class;
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I
USPS Stamps Highlight NAACP's 100th Anniversary

From Staff Reports

The sacrifices of 12 civil
rights pioneers were immor-
talized on postage during the
NAACP's recent annual
meeting in New York City.
The Civil Rights Pioneers
stamp sheet, bearing six 42-
cent First-Class commemo-
rative stamps, are available
nationwide today. They were
dedicated by U.S. Postal
Service Board of Governors
member Thurgood Marshall
Jr. The stamps honor the
achievements of Ella Baker,
Daisy Gatson Bates, J.R.
Clifford, Medgar Evers,
Fannie Lou Hamer, Charles
Hamilton Houston, Ruby
Hurley, Mary  White
Ovington,  Joel  Elias
Spingarn, Mary Church
Terrell, Oswald Garrison
Villard and Walter White.

"l am very pleased that
the United States Postal
Service has issued this
stamp commemorating civil
rights pioneers at this
moment in time -- just as
the NAACP celebrates its
historic 100th anniversary,"
said Myrlie Evers-Williams.
"Those of us who have
made a lifetime commit-
ment to the NAACP realize
the challenges and sacri-
fices faced by these pio-
neers and their tremendous
dedication to the cause of
justice. As we move for-
ward to celebrate the future,
we must not let younger

generations forget these
champions who paved the
way for the advancements
we enjoy today. [ am deeply
honored that Medgar Evers
has been chosen to be
immortalized with this
select group of heroic leg-
ends."

Art director Ethel Kessler
and stamp designer Greg
Berger, both of Bethesda,
MD, chose to approach this
project through photograph-
ic montage. Pairing two
pioneers in each stamp was
a way of intensifying the
montage effect. The selvage
image, or area outside of the
stamps, is an illustration by
Greg Berger showing par-
ticipants in a march.

Mary Church Terrell

Throughout her long life
as a writer, activist, and lec-
turer, she was a powerful
advocate for racial justice
and women's rights in
America and abroad. The
portrait of Mary Church
Terrell, from the collection
of the Library of Congress,
was made between 1880
and 1900.

Mary White Ovington
This journalist and social
worker believed passionate-
ly in racial equality and was
a founder of the NAACP.
The photograph of Mary
White Ovington was taken
between 1930 and 1940. It
is part of the NAACP

Mt. Pisgah Missionary Baptist Church

The Rock
Still standing.... Est. June 1864

A Kingdom Building Church offering DELIVERANCE, RESTORATION, PURPOSE and PROSPERITY

W . Church that Believes

Come Experience A

archival collection at the
Library of Congress.

J.R. Clifford

Clifford was the first
black attorney licensed in
West Virginia. In two land-
mark cases before his state's
Supreme Court, he attacked
racial discrimination in edu-
cation. The image of J.R.
Clifford is a detail from an
undated photograph from
the University of Massa-
chusetts Library Special
Collections.

Joel Elias Spingarn

Because coverage of
blacks in the media tended
to be negative, he endowed
the prestigious Spingarn
Medal, awarded annually
since 1915, to highlight
black achievement. The
portrait of Joel Elias Sping-
arn is dated in the 1920s and
comes from the records of
NAACP at the Library of
Congress.

Oswald Garrison Villard
Villard was one of the
founders of the NAACP and
wrote "The Call" leading to
its formation. His undated
portrait comes from the
records of the NAACP at
the Library of Congress.

Daisy Gatson Bates

Bates mentored nine
black students who enrolled
at all-white Central High
School in Little Rock, AR,

in 1957. The students used
her home as an organiza-
tional hub. The 1957 photo-
graph of Bates is from the
New York World-Telegram
& Sun Newspaper photo-
graphic collection at the
Library of Congress.

Charles Hamilton
Houston

This lawyer and educator
was a main architect of the
civil rights movement. He
believed in using laws to
better the lives of under-
privileged citizens. Hous-
ton's portrait is a Nov. 22,
1939, photograph from the
Washington Press obtained
from the Library of Con-
gress.

Walter White

Blue eyes and a fair com-
plexion enabled this leader
of the NAACP to make dar-
ing undercover investiga-
tions. The portrait of Walter
White, dated around 1950,
is from the records of the
NAACP at the Library of
Congress.

Medgar Evers

Evers served with distinc-
tion as an official of the
NAACP in Mississippi until
his assassination in 1963.
The photograph of Evers is
from the Library of
Congress.

Fannie Lou Hamer
Hamer was a Mississippi

e
dir Jomigly B gl Faater

*THE CRURCH WITE AN OPEN BIBLE

Ren Washirgeon Baptist Church, Inc.
i Frisco Avenie
Irving, TX 73061
Church P72-7W0-8421

Ewail: churchis bwbornng org
Pk, Bwteirviong erg

Fax #72-086-£500

sharecropper who fought
for black voting rights and
spoke for many when she
said, "I'm sick and tired of
being sick and tired." Her
portrait is dated Aug. 24,
1964.

Ella Baker

Baker's  lifetime  of
activism made her a skillful
organizer. She encouraged
women and young people to
assume positions of leader-

ship in the civil rights
movement. The portrait of
Ella Baker is dated between
1943 and 1946 and is from
NAACP records at the
Library of Congress.

Ruby Hurley

As a courageous and
capable official with the
NAACP, she did difficult,
dangerous work in the
South. Hurley's image is
from a 1963 newspaper

Casuval

Conlemporary

Fresh

THE6 W‘/

EXRE R ECNHCGHE

701 E. Centennial Blvd
Richardson, TX 75081

972.991.0200

www.followpeace.org

Come see for yourself!

Two Sunday Worship Times

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES WEDNESDAYS 8:00am & 10:30am
) L. (8am & 11 am) 12 pm: Bible Study . .
in Giving God 9:45 am: Sunday School 7 pm: Prayer WEd n Esda}f N I g ht B I b IE ? * 30 pm
Excellence Without 6:00 pm: Baptist Training Union 7:30 pm: Bible Study 2
Excuse = . "
Friendship Baptist Church
Sunday Worship ............ 7:45 am & 11:00 am Temple of Falth Chrlstlan Chapel CME Church 4396 Main Street The Colony, Texas 75056
Sunday School ............. 9:45 am - 10:45 am “ . . - (972) 625-8186
L Wednesday Bible Study ... 12:00 noon & 7:00 pm ﬂ ‘Where Jesus is the Main Attraction website: www. fbe-online.net
' Schedule of Services:
Robert TowR:s"e'n 4 Pastor _ - Sunday Worship Experience - 8:00 am & 10:45 am ‘_.:1::{“,' e
' Monday & Friday ................. 9:00 am - 3:00 pm Wednesday Bible Study - 12:00 Noon & 7:00 pm Enrly Marning Worship-8:00 a.m
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday ... 9:00 am - 6:00 pm * Sunday Schood Classes-9:30 a.m
Saturday & Sunday ..................... Closed 34 Melride, Pastor Moming Wi i
aturday & Sunday ose 14120 Nocl Road + Dallas, TX 75254 (| | [PRCrs il fisee] e ok 10
Mt. Pisgah Missionary Baptist Church 920 110 Tuesday erlnesday
v - . 972-239-1120 (Ofﬁce) * 972-239-5925 (Fax) Early Bird Bible Sty Moming Bible Study - %30 am.
11611 Webb Chapel Road * Dallas, TX 75229 Dr. Jerome E. . . ) .
Office: 972-241-6151 McNeil, Jr., Pastor templeoffalth_cme@sbcglobal.net (Emall) - fiolH} p.m Prayer Meeting and Evening Bible

Study - T:30 p.m.

Email: info@dallasmtpisgah.org “The Ch b with a Vision”
e Lhurch with a vision

Website: www.dallasmtpisgah.org

Healthy Beginnings Child Development Center - 972-404-1412 |
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