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BY REBECCA
LIGHTSEY
Texas Lone Star Forum

As more businesses
close and unemployment
lines lengthen, a virtually
unregulated sector of the
Texas economy continues
to rake in huge profits by
providing high-cost pay-
day and auto title loan
services that often drag
desperate families deeper
into financial crisis.

A provider of such

loans recently reported
record-breaking annual
revenues topping $1 bil-
lion and a net income of
$81 million.

So how do small-dol-
lar loan companies make
this kind of profit in the
middle of the nation's
worst economic crisis
since the Great
Depression?

In Texas, the answer is

High Cost
Lenders Profit

from Desperate Times

Rare Words Spell Success for 2 at UT Dallas Bees
Winners in Contests

Hosted by University
Advance to Televised
Competition

The words mynheer
and gavelkind may not be
used often, but they were
the keys to winning the
2009 Dallas County public
and private spelling bees.

The top spellers from
the contests move on to the
televised regional bee on
March 21.

Adit Vidyashankar, a
student from Newton
Academy in Coppell, won
the contest for private-
school students on Feb. 12.
He correctly spelled myn-

heer, a title used before the
name of a Dutch or Dutch-
speaking man.

The runner-up in the
private-schools contest
was Hannah Harris from
Irving’s Universal
Academy. A total of 45

A Shift in Education Goals Could Put More Texans to Work
By Susan Combs,
Texas Comptroller

Vern Huriburt, a pro-
duction manager at
Raytheon in McKinney,
knows the value of career-
technical education and
how it can foster a quality
work force. He also knows
that schools sometimes

fail to encourage students
in developing in-demand
career skills.

“Numerous students
are getting lost in the shuf-
fle,” Huriburt said. “We
have a young man here
who works in our ware-
house moving boxes. He
asked, ‘What do I have to
do to be a machinist?’

Never in high school was
it proposed to take
machining.”

The scenario Huriburt
describes is not unique.
The Metroplex area — and
Texas as a whole — stands
to reap significant eco-
nomic rewards if we shift
some of our education
policies from the tradition-

al emphasis on four-year
colleges and direct more
attention, money and
research toward work
force training opportuni-
ties offered by community
and technical colleges.

Community and tech-
nical college graduates

2009 Career Futures Initiatives Job Expo and Career Fest
State Representative

Barbara Mallory Caraway
and Dallas Independent
School Board Trustee
(DISD) Lew Blackburn
will host the 2nd Annual
Career Futures Initiative
Job Expo and Career Fest
on Saturday April 4, 2009.
This event provides high

school students with an
opportunity to meet repre-
sentatives from profit and
not-for-profit businesses
offering paid summer
internships.

The "2009 Career
Futures Initiatives Job
Expo and Career Fest"
will be held from 8:30am -

2pm at the Bill J. Priest
Institute, 1402 Corinth St.,
Dallas. The "Career
Futures Initiative," created
for incoming juniors
through graduating seniors
in high school aged 16 to
18, is a combination of the
ideas and efforts of Rep.
Mallory Caraway and

Dallas ISD Trustee Lew
Blackburn.

The initiative was cre-
ated to help raise the suc-
cess rates of Dallas ISD
students and is dedicated
to increasing students'

Study: Children of
Imprisoned Parents

Suffer Adverse,
Long-lasting Impact

Lorenzo Johnson



After graduating from
Harvard in 1988, Stephanie
D. Wilson worked as a
Loads and Dynamics engi-
neer for Titan IV. Wilson
was responsible for per-
forming coupled loads
analyses for the launch
vehicle and payloads dur-

ing flight events. Wilson
left Martin Marietta in

1990 to attend graduate
school at the University of
Texas. Her research
focused on the control and
modeling of large, flexible
space structures.
Following the completion
of her graduate work, she
began working for the Jet
Propulsion Laboratory in
Pasadena, California. As a
member of the Attitude and
Articulation Control
Subsystem for the Galileo
spacecraft, Wilson was
responsible for assessing
attitude controller perform-
ance, science platform
pointing accuracy, antenna
pointing accuracy and spin
rate accuracy. She worked
in the areas of sequence
development and testing as
well.

Selected by NASA in

April 1996, Wilson report-
ed to the Johnson Space
Center in August 1996.
She was initially assigned
technical duties in the
Astronaut Office Space
Station Operations Branch
to work with Space Station
payload displays and pro-
cedures. Following her
work in Mission Control,
Wilson was assigned tech-
nical duties in the
Astronaut Office Shuttle
Operations Branch involv-
ing the Space Shuttle Main
Engines, External Tank and
Solid Rocket Boosters. A
veteran of two space
flights, STS-121 in 2006,
and STS-120 in 2007,
Wilson has logged over 28
days in space. Wilson is
assigned to the crew of
STS-131, targeted for
launch in February 2010.

STS-121 (July 4-17,
2006), was a return-to-

flight test mission and
assembly flight to the
International Space
Station. During the 13-day
flight the crew of Space
Shuttle Discovery tested
new equipment and proce-
dures that increase the safe-
ty of space shuttles,
repaired a rail car on the
International Space Station
and produced never-
before-seen, high-resolu-
tion images of the Shuttle
during and after its July 4
launch. Wilson supported
robotic arm operations for
vehicle inspection, multi-
purpose logistics module
installation and EVAs and
was responsible for the
transfer of more than
28,000 pounds of supplies
and equipment to the ISS.
The crew also performed
maintenance on the space
station and delivered a new
Expedition 13 crew mem-

ber to the station.
The mission was accom-

plished in 306 hours, 37
minutes and 54 seconds.

Rep. Yvonne Davis,
newly appointed chair of
the House Committee on
Urban

Affairs, outlined the
framework of the commit-
tee's agenda for the 81st
Legislative Session during
the committee's organiza-
tional meeting on
Thursday, February 26th.

"To meet the critical
challenges facing our state
and municipalities, the
House Committee on
UrbanAffairs must aggres-
sively accelerate our

approach to addressing the
needs of our citizens,"

Chairwoman Davis
stated. "The current fiscal
realities have placed con-
straints on state and local
budgets. We can no longer
address issues in isolation,
we must take a critical look
from the entire State’s per-
spective. With limited
local and state dollars, it is
critical that our local and
state governments work as
strategic partners to maxi-
mize the total impact of
new available federal dol-

lars in order to increase the
benefits from the limited
resources," continued
Chairwoman Davis.

To facilitate
Legislators' understanding

of the conditions of our
municipalities /communi-
ties, mayors representing a
diverse snapshot of the
State have been invited to
testify before the commit-
tee in a public hearing
scheduled for Thursday,
March 5th. The mayors
have been asked to provide
the committee with an
overview of the "state of
their city”.

"Our city's mayors are
on the frontline, facing
issues such as infrastruc-
ture needs, pension and
health benefit cost, afford-
able housing and the affect

that our state's changing
demographics have on
their tax base. Their input
is critical to ensure that
meaningful legislation is
drafted and implemented
that truly addresses the
needs of citizens"
Chairwoman Davis stated.

Mayors from
Arlington, Austin, Corpus
Christi, Dallas, Desoto, El
Paso, Fort Worth,
Galveston Houston, Plano,
Round Rock, San Antonio,
Katy, Irving, Brownsville
and Grand Prairie have
been invited to testify
before the House

Committee on Urban
Affairs. The committee is
scheduled to convene at
10:30 a.m. or upon final
adjournment of the House
in Room E2.028 of the
Capitol Extension.

The House Committee
on Urban Affairs considers
all bills pertaining to the
powers of municipalities
and other units of local
government. In addition,
the committee oversees the
Texas Department of
Housing and Community
Affairs which regulates
state and federal affordable
housing programs.

Known as “The Gospel
Lady,” Denise Hill is a veteran
of the Christian entertainment
and gospel radio industries.
She is also the founder and
owner of Purpose Press
Publishing, where she’s deter-
mined to run her life and com-
pany solely based on transpar-
ent Christian principles. Born
and raised in the suburbs of
Washington, DC, Denise
attended Bowie State
University in Bowie,
Maryland, where she graduat-
ed Magna Cum Laude with a

Bachelors of Science degree
in Communications Media.
She continued her studies at

Marquette University in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin where
she received her Master of
Arts degree in Electronic
Broadcast Communications.

Denise began her profes-
sional career at gospel radio
station WYCB 1340-AM
where she served as Midday
Host, Morning Show
Producer, co-host, as well as
Programming Assistant and
Promotions Director. Her

charisma, humor and profes-
sionalism compelled WKYS
93.9-FM to come knocking
on Denise’s door. In August
of 1999 she began as the per-
sonality of "Sunday Morning
Worship and Praise" and was
quickly rated among the top
Washington, DC Sunday
morning gospel programs. It
was while at WKYS that
Denise garnered the nick-
name, "The Gospel Lady."

Currently, as President of
World Harvest
Communications and General
Manager for WKMB 1070
AM in Plainfield, New Jersey.
Her youthful energy and mass

appeal are vital ingredients in
moving gospel music as well
as inspirational media and
entertainment to the next
level.

Recently, Denise published
her first book entitled,
“Inside: What No One Is
Telling the Independent
Gospel Artist” through her lit-
erary agency, Purpose Press
Publishing. “Inside”… is
laced with many years of
Denise’s experiences in life
and expertise in the Gospel
industry.
Beginning in February ‘09,

Denise will serve as a con-
tributing writer for

GospelCity.com, the largest
urban Gospel portal in the
world, where she’ll write
three columns, “Ask Denise”,
which is based on her new
book, another will be a
lifestyle column and lastly a

blog for women.
Denise is the founder of

The Hannah Women’s
Network, a community organ-
ization offering networking,
resources, and support to
women ready to discover and
walk in their purpose. Denise
is also a teacher. She returned
to her undergraduate alma
mater, Bowie State
University, to teach various
broadcast communication
courses as an Adjunct
Professor. She has served as
an instructor at Prince
George’s Community College
and Connecticut School of
Broadcasting.

March is Women’s History Month. Throughout the month we will profile African American Women Making a Difference

Denise Hill

Stephanie D. Wilson

Rep. Yvonne Davis
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TRUTH CLINIC

The Emasculation of Michael Steele
If the current media

buzz is correct the
Republican National
Committee’s newly elect-
ed chairman, Michael
Steele, is about to join the
exclusive club of used and
abused token blacks that
Republicans have emascu-
lated.

The feud between
black Michael Steele and
white powerhouse Rush
Limbaugh so soon after
Steele’s election is causing
people to wonder who
really runs the GOP. What
is the fuss all about?

The Republican
National Committee, in an
attempt to stop the party’s
headlong skid into obliv-
ion, recently elected
Michael Steele as their
party chairman. It wasn’t
an easy task. With five
candidates vying for the
position it took a total of
six excruciating rounds of
voting to finally anoint a
chairman.

On the sixth and final
ballot Michael Steele
beats Katon Dawson by a
vote of 91 to 77.

It is noted that the
RNC charter states that a
candidate must receive a
simple majority of the 168
(85) votes from committee

members in order to win
the chairmanship. The
RNC committee that elect-
ed Michael Steele as
chairman had only three
black members which
seriously undermines the
viability of the Republican
initiative on outreach and
diversity.

So the question arises:
Why would the Republican
hierarchy stand by and let
this divisive infighting go
on between the newly
elected RNC Chairman
and arch-conservative
Rush Limbaugh at this crit-
ical stage in reviving the
party?

It appears that Steele
in doing his flip-flop over
first bashing Limbaugh
and then apologizing has
managed to put himself in
a losing position. Not
only has he angered the
huge GOP base that is
loyal to Limbaugh but he
also has disappointed the
Republican change advo-
cates who believe that a
new GOP is necessary but
are fearful of Rush.

Was Steele’s election
as head of the GOP nation-
al committee just a sham?
Perhaps, since the
Republican track record is
one of indulgence instead

of inclusion when it comes
to elevating blacks. The
travails of former
Republican tokens HUD
Secretary Sam Pierce,
Congressman J. C. Watts,
and Secretary of State
Colin Powell are indica-
tive of what is in store for
Michael Steele if he
remains unmanageable.

The reality of GOP
inclusion is that when
exceptional blacks are ele-
vated to “leadership” sta-
tus they are expected to be
robots that carry the GOP
promise of inclusion and
diversity to minorities and
not be policy makers. If
the anointed ones do not
fall in line then they are
quickly stripped of their
positions.

Chairman Steele, is
the face of Republicanism
that you want to be repre-
sentative of your tenure as
the RNC’s HNIC that of a
self proclaimed drug
addict who prances around
looking like the modern
day version of a glutton-
ous Humpty Dumpty that
delights in delivering rude
and obnoxious diatribes
but whines like a stuck pig
when called to task?

If you still have one
ounce of manhood left and

a shred of integrity in your
heart you should not
resign. Do not make it
easy for the Limbaugh
zealots to declare victory.
Force the RNC members
who elected you to take a
stand on whether their
votes were real or patron-
izing. Take responsibility
for your remarks and
rescind your apology.

If you resign because
of the contrived allega-
tions being circulated then
you will validate that the
demagogue being charac-
terized as the Republican
Party’s de facto leader is
indeed the Party’s actual
leader.

Stop talking so much
and do your job. You were
elected as Chairman
because the RNC was des-
perate for change. The
best thing you can do at
this time is to get to work,
hire a competent staff, and
implement the change
needed to regain voter
appeal. Your leadership
and effectiveness will be
proven by election results
and not by dignifying the
venom of Rush Limbaugh.

James W. Breedlove
Comments or opinions

may be sent to the writer
at: jaydubub@swbell.net

Voting Rights Bill Stalled In The House
BY HILARY O.
SHELTON,
NAACP

Legislation that passed
the U.S. Senate (S. 160, the
District of Columbia
House Voting Rights Act )
two weeks ago to give the
residents of the District of
Columbia voting represen-
tation in Congress is cur-
rently stalled in the House
over the issues of gun vio-
lence and self-rule.
Specifically, just prior to
final passage by the Senate,
and amendment was adopt-
ed which would override
all of the city's gun vio-
lence prevention laws.
Many of these laws have

been in place for almost 30
years and were enacted
through the democratic
process by the residents of
the District of Columbia.
They affect only D.C. res-
idents who have consistent-
ly supported laws to ban
handguns bought after
1976, require that regis-
tered firearms bought
before 1976 must be kept
unloaded and disassem-
bled, or with the trigger
locked and outlawed
assault weapons altogether.

In addition to our
strong support of H.R. 157
the District of Columbia
House Voting Rights Act
(the House companion to
S. 160) the NAACP also

strongly opposes any move
to repeal the District's self-
enacted gun safety meas-
ures.

While some may dis-
agree with these laws, it is
clear that they were enact-
ed democratically by offi-
cials who were duly elected
by the citizens of the
District of Columbia and
that they continue to enjoy
the support of the majority
of the people who live
under them. The mayor
and the city council, all of
whom were acting on
behalf of their constituents,
drafted, debated and finally
enacted this legislation as a
means of protecting their
constituents, their families,

and law enforcement offi-
cers. The fact that these
laws have remained on the
books for more than 28
years is significant; the
people of the District of
Columbia, faced with
unacceptably high rates of
death by firearm (169 in
DC in 2001) and the huge
human and economic costs
associated with gun vio-
lence (the closing of DC
General hospital, which
was overwhelmed by unin-
sured citizens coming in
with gunshot wounds) have
continued to support a vari-
ety of gun control laws to
stem the tide of violence.

See VOTING RIGHTS, Page 15
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Health/Out of Africa

(NNPA) – African
American playwright
Lynn Nottage finds the
courage and character of
women living amidst war
and the ever-present
threat of sexual violence
in her new play “Ruined,”
now playing in a theatre
in New York.

Based on interviews
with victims of rape and
mutilation from the
Democratic Republic of
Congo, Nottage produced
a work of drama that tells

of the suffering of victims
but also their efforts to
rebuild their lives.

''Most of them were
incredibly traumatized
and yet they still found
the strength to tell their
stories,” Nottage said in
an interview with The
New York Times. “As
painful as it was, I felt this
urgency for them to
recount every com-
ment...At times I wanted
to close my ears and stop
listening. But I think they

really wanted to go on
record, very much in the
way that Holocaust sur-
vivors feel it's incumbent
on them to bear witness.
They wanted the world to
hear their stories.”

Ruined has been
called ''heart-wrenching,''
''riveting,'' ''beautiful and
hideous'' by theatre crit-
ics. It features Congolese-
rumba music composed
by Zairean-born Dominic
Kanza, with lyrics by
Nottage.

Despite the ongoing
violence, Nottage said she
has hope for the
Congolese women she
met, ''if other countries in
the region come together
to commit to the healing
of Congo. If that’s able to
happen, I do think there’s
hope.”

Arrest of President of Sudan Sparks Flurry of Debates
(NNPA) – The possi-

ble arrest of Sudanese
President Omar al-Bashir
on war-crimes charges
has unleashed a furious
debate in the western
press and among
Africans.

Nobel Peace Prize
winner Desmond Tutu, in
a New York Times edito-
rial this week, called it
“shameful” that so many
African leaders have ral-
lied around al-Bashir who
faces a possible arrest
warrant over alleged war
crimes in Darfur from the
International Criminal

Court.
''Because the victims

in Sudan are African,
African leaders should be
the staunchest supporters
of efforts to see perpetra-
tors brought to account,''
wrote Tutu.

''Yet rather than stand
by those who have suf-
fered in Darfur, African
leaders have so far rallied
behind the man responsi-
ble for turning that corner
of Africa into a grave-
yard.''

An opposing view
appeared in the Times by
Franklin Graham of the

Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association.
“I want to see justice
served, but my desire for
peace in Sudan is
stronger,” he wrote.
…”Given all the warring
factions in Sudan, there is
no guarantee that (al-
Bashir’s) replacement
would be bet-
ter…Ultimately justice
will be served by a power
higher than the
International Criminal
Court. In the meantime,
justice without peace
would be a hollow victo-
ry.”

Al-Bashir, himself, at
a mass rally in Khartoum
on Sunday, blasted the
ICC arrest threat. ''Where
was international justice
during the invasions of
Iraq and Afghanistan, the
bombing of Gaza, and the
crimes committed in the
prisons of Guantánamo
and Abu Ghraib?'' he
asked rhetorically.

If the warrant is grant-
ed and an arrest carried
out, al-Bashir would
become the first sitting
head of state to be brought
before the ICC since the
court opened in 2002.

COOKIN UP GOOD HEALTH
Lasagna
6-8 whole grain lasagna
noodles, uncooked

1- 28 ounce jar your
favorite spaghetti
sauce or 3-4 cups your
own spaghetti sauce

½ bag vege burger
crumbles

1 pound firm, water
packed tofu, drained

1 teaspoon lemon juice
¼ teaspoon salt
1 package vegan
mozzarella cheese,
that melts, grated

Basil, garlic powder,
soy parmesan cheese
of your choice.

Spray the bottom of
your favorite oblong
baking dish with a veg-
etable spray. In a small
bowl, crumble tofu and
sprinkle with lemon
juice and salt. In anoth-
er bowl pour spaghetti
sauce, ½ jar of water and

veggie burger. Lay three
uncooked lasagna noo-
dles in the baking dish.
Pour in ½ of the meat
sauce mix. Add ½ of the
crumbled tofu. Sprinkle
liberally with basil and
garlic. Repeat the layer-
ing with remaining
ingredients. Cover the
top with grated cheese
and soy parmesan
cheese. Cover and bake
at 350 degrees for about
30-40 minutes. Noodles
should be tender and
cheese melted. Serves
6-8

Used with Permission
Taken from Cookin’Up

Good Health©2008
Donna Green-Goodman,

MPH
Health Educator, Author

Still Shoutin P.O. Box 3306
Huntsville, AL 35810
www.stillshoutin.com

donna@stillshoutin.com

New Play Captures Courage of Women in Time of War

Dallas Stars Offers Half-Priced Tickets
to Raise Awareness about Diabetes
American Diabetes Association Alerts Fans about Their Diabetes Risk

On Tuesday, March 24,
the American Diabetes
Association (ADA) and the
Dallas Stars will “Sound
the Alert” about diabetes
during the Stars vs.
Vancouver Canucks game
at 7:30 p.m. at the
American Airlines Center.
Tickets are half-priced,
starting at $15, in honor of
the 21st Annual American
Diabetes

Alert Day, sponsored
by the American Diabetes
Association. To reserve
tickets, contact Tandace
Lureman at 214.387.5542
or send an email to
TLureman@DallasStars.com.

Diabetes is a devastat-
ing disease that affects
nearly 24 million

Americans including
400,000 North Texans and
one special Dallas Stars
hockey team member –
Toby Peterson, who has
type 1 diabetes. Nearly
one-quarter of those
affected by diabetes, or
100,000 are not aware that
they have the disease.

In addition, approxi-
mately 57 million
Americans have pre-dia-
betes, which means that
their blood glucose (sugar)
is higher than normal, but
not high enough to be clas-
sified with diabetes.
Without intervention, indi-
viduals with pre-diabetes
are at a much higher risk
for developing type 2 dia-
betes. The American

Diabetes Association
seeks to change the future
of diabetes and takes the
opportunity of American
Diabetes Alert Day to help
identify the undiagnosed
and those at risk by edu-
cating people about dia-
betes risk factors and
warning signs.

To help people better
recognize their own risk
for type 2 diabetes, the
American Diabetes
Association will provide
the Diabetes Risk Test
at the Stars game on
March 24. The test
requires users to answer
simple questions about
weight, age, family history
and other potential risk
factors for diabetes.
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ROWLETT, TX – The
Rowlett City Council
voted 5–2 today to call a
special election in Rowlett
on Saturday May 9, 2009
for the purpose of allowing
citizens to vote for or
against the recently adopt-
ed smoking ordinance.

A valid petition to
repeal Rowlett’s recently
adopted smoking ordi-
nance was filed last week
with the Rowlett City
Secretary’s Office leading
the City Council to sched-
ule today’s special meeting
to determine the next steps
in the process.

The petition provided
the required 521 valid sig-
natures of registered voters
in Rowlett leaving the City
Council with several
options. The Council had a
choice of voting to repeal
the ordinance, or take it to
a public vote.

Since the City of
Rowlett did not have an
election planned for May 9
because there are no City
Council positions up for
re-election, the Council

also voted to enter into a
joint election contract with
Dallas County to conduct
the election which is esti-
mated to cost approximate-
ly $12,000.

The meeting was taped
and will be rebroadcast on

the City’s cable access
channel RTN16 in Rowlett
and will also be available
on the City’s on demand
video streaming at
www.rowlett.com after
1 p.m. on Tuesday,
March 10.

Council Votes to Hold May Election to
Determine Fate of Smoking Ordinance

JCG Insurance Services, Inc.
ADDRESSING THE INSURANCE NEEDS OF INDIVIDUALS AND
FAMILIES, PLANTING THE SEEDS FOR A SECURE FUTURE.

• Term Life Insurance
• Permanent Life Insurance
• Final Expense Insurance
• Funeral Trusts
• Annuities
• Long Term Care
• Individual Health Insurance
• Group Health Insurance
• Disability Insurance

Chris Gafney
Agent

Your Partner for Success

3608 Lauren Dr. | McKinney, TX 75070
972-880-4861 | chris@cherraintl.com

Please call for a free insurance consultation.

By: Tessa Howington

Since the Legislature’s
committees are now fully
active, politicians in Austin
are focusing on gaining sup-
port for bills as they come up
for consideration.
Representatives from the
Metroplex were especially
busy this past week.

On Monday, March 2,
Representative Vicki Truitt,
of Keller, presented her bill,
House Resolution (HCR) 54
to the House. HCR 54 is
generally referred to as the
“porn free internet” bill.

The resolution would not
change any Texas laws, but,
if passed, would put pressure
from the Texas Legislature
onto the U.S. Congress to
pass the Internet Community
Ports Act (ICPA).

The ICPA, a bill getting
much attention in

Washington D.C. and being
endorsed by other states, has
yet to be presented to the
U.S. Congress. The purpose
of the ICPA would limit
access to and regulate adult
content via the internet; it is
aimed at limiting the expo-
sure of children to such con-
tent by helping parents mon-
itor and control what content
their child will see or be able
to find on the web.

If Texas adopts this reso-
lution, the ICPA will gain
more momentum to be
passed when presented to
Congress.

HCR 54 has been
referred to the Technology,
Economic Development,
and Workforce Committee.
Some testimony and public
hearings were held last week
in regards to the resolution,
but as of Friday, March 6,
HCR 54 was left pending in

committee.
On Thursday, March 5,

Dallas Representative Helen
Giddings presented her bill,
House Bill (HB) 1807. HB
1807 is designed to protect
Texans who work in the con-
struction industry and per-
tains directly to crane opera-
tors, inspectors, riggers, and
signal persons.

Her bill suggests Texas
require these workers to be
certified and licensed by the
State and by the National
Commission for the
Certification of Crane
Operators (NCCCO). By
overseeing the licensing and
complying with NCCCO
standards, she feels con-
struction sites will become
safer work environments.

The bill has been
referred to the House’s
Licensing and
Administration Procedures

Committee, and, as of
Friday, March 6, is not
scheduled for any type of
hearings or public testimony.

C a r r o l l t o n
Representative Burt
Solomons brought attention
to his bill, HB 1310, on
Friday. HB 1310 suggests
minors have limited access
to indoor tanning beds.
Specifically, the bill would
require a parent’s knowl-
edge, consent, and accompa-
niment, along with a physi-
cian’s note stating the maxi-
mum amount of overall time
or number of sessions the

minor is allowed to have.
The goal of the bill is to
reduce premature skin can-
cer and protect the health of
Texas youth.

HB 1310 was referred to
the Public Health Committee
and, as of Friday, March 6,
not scheduled for any
reviews.

Area Senators were also
busy this week. Senator
John Carona of Dallas
announced his bill, Senate
Bill (SB) 1256. The bill
would create “No-Gang
Zones” around places where
children frequent, like

schools, parks, youth cen-
ters, and playgrounds. SB
1256 purposes harsher
penalties for people convict-
ed of involvement in gang
activities near these pur-
posed “No-Gang Zones.”

As of Friday, March 6,
SB 1256 has not been
referred to any committee or
scheduled to be considered
on the Senate floor.

Plano Senator Florence
Shapiro also presented two
of her bills this week.

OnWednesday, March 4,

140 DAYS OF OPPORTUNITY

Local Lawmakers Concerned With Youth’s Health, Education, Safety

See OPPORTUNITY, Page 12
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The Go On Girl!
Book Club is a national-
ly recognized, not-for-
profit organization that
supports authors of the
Black African Diaspora.
They are inviting you to
write your way to col-
lege money.

Our mission is to
encourage the literary
pursuits of people of
African descent. In this
vain, since 1993, we have
bestowed our coveted
"Author of the Year"
award and our "New
Author of the Year" award
on such talents as Octavia
Butler, Gloria Naylor,
Valerie Wilson Wesley

and Connie Briscoe, just
to name a few.

Since 2000, we have
been fortunate and hon-
ored to also sponsor two
additional awards, both
monetary, to support up
and coming authors - The
Unpublished Writer's
Award and The Aspiring
Writers Educational
Scholarship.

Award Amount :
$500

Deadline:
March 15, 2009

Website/Contact Info:
www.goongirl.org/
events/scholarship

Go On Girl!
Book Club
Scholarships

Teens looking for work
experience and the oppor-
tunity to get a look behind
the scenes of the US
Senate, can apply for
intern positions. The
Office of the Sergeant at
Arms provides opera-
tional, security and proto-
col support and

services to the US
Senate.

Previous intern place-
ments have included
assignments in the senate
photo studio, finance,
media galleries, and the
post office. They are cur-
rently accepting resumes
and applications from col-
lege students seeking full
time summer internships.
• Interns must have
completed at least
one year of college
and currently must
be enrolled in school.

• Intern assignments

will start in late may
and can last until
August 24th.

• Internships require a
minimum 10 week
work commitment

• C o m p e n s a t i o n :
i$11.50 per hour

• Deadline: Tuesday
March 31, 2009
Please send Cover

Letter/resumes to
resumes@saa.senate.gov
or fill out an application in
Senate Hart Bldg-142

Summer Internship
in Washington, DC

The Dallas County
Community College
District has announced a
recently signed agreement
with Higher One, a finan-
cial services and payment
company focused exclu-
sively on higher education.
The agreement will allow
Higher One to distribute
refunds to more than
64,000 credit students
enrolled at the district’s
seven institutions:
Brookhaven College,
Cedar Valley College,
Eastfield College, El
Centro College, Mountain
View College, North Lake
College and Richland
College, along with its vir-
tual campus, the Dallas
TeleCollege, which pro-
vides distance learning.

“We learned about
Higher One through ven-
dor fairs at various confer-
ences,” said Kim Green,
associate vice chancellor

for business affairs at
DCCCD. “Over the years,
we also had attended pre-
sentations by Higher One
clients. We chose Higher
One based on the compre-
hensive level of service
that they offer.”

DCCCD currently
gives students the opportu-
nity to receive their finan-
cial aid disbursements
either electronically or by
paper check. Although the
program has been success-
ful, Green cited several
reasons for changing the
district’s method of distri-
bution and for partnering
with Higher One.

“Several factors influ-
enced our decision to
make a change,”
explained Green. “First
and foremost, this change
eliminates the need for us
to store sensitive banking
information on the dis-
trict’s systems, which we

believe is a clear advan-
tage to both the district
and our students. As we
learned more about Higher
One, we also discovered
that students would find a
number of benefits when
they sign up for a Higher
One account, including
discounts; the ability for
family members to add
money to their accounts;
and a faster transfer of
funds to those accounts.”

Under Higher One’s
program, DCCCD stu-
dents will receive cards in
the mail, beginning in
mid-April which they
must have in order to
select their refund prefer-
ence. Each student will
use the card to sign on to a
secure website and then
select how he or she
would like to receive a
refund: 1) direct deposit to
a no-minimum-balance,
no-monthly-fee, FDIC-

insured checking account,
known as the
OneAccount, provided by
Higher One; 2) an auto-
mated clearinghouse, or
ACH, to another bank
account of the student’s
choice; or 3) a paper check
mailed to the student’s
address which is on file at
the college.

“We expect Higher
One to provide faster serv-
ice and customer support
through its call line and
web site,” said Green. “We
also want to use Higher
One’s service to expand
the student base for elec-
tronic refunding. We will
start with financial aid stu-
dents and then expand the
database to include all stu-
dents.”

DCCCD will begin
sending disbursements,
also called refunds,
through Higher One in
May 2009.

DCCCD, Higher One create partnership
to distribute refunds to students

students competed.
Lorenzo D. Johnson,

of W.H. Atwell Middle
School in Dallas, cor-
rectly spelled gavelkind
to win the public-
schools contest on Feb.
26. The word describes
the process of dividing
an estate equally among
heirs. The runner up was
Chibueze Umeakuana of
Houston Middle School
in Garland. A total of 35
students competed.

It was the first year
for UT Dallas to host the
Dallas County bees,
which have been spon-
sored by Dallas County
Schools for more than
25 years.

The University also
is the presenting sponsor

of the 51st annual Dallas
Morning News Regional
Spelling Bee, which will
be broadcast live on
WFAA-TV (Channel 8)
at 11 a.m., Saturday,
March 21. Whataburger
is the Busy Bee Sponsor,
and Southwest Airlines
is the Travel Sponsor for
the regional bee.

The winner of the
regional bee will com-
pete in the Scripps
National Spelling Bee in
Washington, D.C., May
26 and 27. The bee is the
nation’s largest and
longest-running educa-
tional promotion,
administered on a not-
for-profit basis by The
E.W. Scripps Company
and sponsors.

UT DALLAS
SPELLING BEES
continued from Page 1

“I found the Law Firm of Barrett W. Stetson to
be fair and just; a truly honest Law Firm that
got the job done quickly.”

–Sis. Annie Pearl Williams

“After eight months of diff iculties trying to get
my case settled and getting very little cooperation
from the attorneys that represented the business,
I called the Law Firm of Barrett W. Stetson;
and after two weeks, the case was settled and
was professionally completed.”

–Sis. Judy Williams

LAW FIRM OF
Barrett W. Stetson

BARRETT W. STETSON
Attorney and Counselor at Law

2929 Carlisle Street Suite 360
Dallas, TX 75204-1081
214-220-9090 (phone)

214-220-9112 (fax)
stetslaw@aol.com (e-mail)



“IF BY CHANCE” is
Donnie F. Wilson’s world
premiere play directly
inspired by our society’s
preoccupation with Barack
Obama’s ethnicity.
President Barack Obama,
being a bi-racial man, has
charged many to question
how we think of and label
race. Wilson wanted to
present a work that would
reveal a subtle truth about

the cognitive frames that
shape our thinking about
the subject. Motivated by a
local teenage actor who
had bouts of legal troubles
before discovering acting,
Wilson wrote this piece
specifically for the young
man.

The combination of his
inspiration and motivation
resulted in “IF BY
CHANCE”, a moving

drama about a biracial col-
lege student who only
wants to be accepted as a
member of the human race
and not be forced to con-
form to an identity that
society thinks best suits
him.

“IF BY CHANCE” is
directed by Bill Fountain.
Cast: Cameron Law, Perri
Camper, Lisa Whitfield,
Monique Vazquez, Janis

Roscoe, Alan Jackson,
Arnulfo Diaz & Malcolm
Underwood. Produced by
The MET Theatre, Donnie
F. Wilson & Ashley Head.

Bishop Arts Theatre
Center is located at 215 S.
Tyler Street Dallas, TX
75208. For additional
information, visit
http://www.withoutlabels.c
om or call (310) 460-
9092.

Arts & Entertainment

March 12-18, 2009 | North Dallas Gazette | visit us online at www.NorthDallasGazette.com | 7

If you grew up on a
farm, or you were a conser-
vation trailblazer, your fam-
ily may have kept a barrel
sitting outside under the eve
of your home or a gutter
downspout to catch, or “har-
vest”, rainwater.

That storage barrel pro-
vided water for plants, ani-
mals and even personal use,
and was especially valuable
between rains or if your pri-
mary water source ran low.
According to Dotty
Woodson, Ed.D., Extension
Program Specialist – Water
Resources with the Texas
A&M Texas AgriLife
Extension Service, for cen-
turies people have diverted,
collected and stored rainwa-
ter for drinking and agricul-
ture. When safe drinking

water became readily avail-
able by the turn of a tap,
many people abandoned the
idea of rainwater harvesting.
Dr. Woodson states “because
efficient use of landscape
irrigation water is increas-
ingly important to Texas, a
renewed interest in rainwa-
ter harvesting has emerged.

Rainwater collection
declined as centralized, reli-
able water systems devel-
oped, providing safe drink-
ing water to most U.S.
homes. However, the grow-
ing population and a limited
supply of ground and sur-
face water, makes increased
water conservation a neces-
sity for Texas. Most of us
have been conserving water
indoors for years. Now, we
must look at landscape

water conservation. In many
communities, thirty to fifty
percent of total water used
during the summer is for
landscape irrigation. Many
irrigation systems are ineffi-
cient and require repair.
Irrigation controllers are not
always set correctly or
changed for the different
seasons. Rainwater harvest-
ing is an innovative method
to capture, divert and store
rainwater for later use in the
landscape. Harvesting rain-
water for landscape irriga-
tion can reduce water bills
and reduce demand on the
municipal water supply.
(For more information about
rainwater harvesting, visit
on the internet at
http://rainwaterharvesting.ta
mu.edu)

In March, the City of
Garland and the City of
Mesquite will offer their
first rainwater harvesting
class, taught by Dr.
Woodson. The program was
developed as a joint project
between the two cities in
cooperation with the Texas
Commission on
Environmental Quality and
financed through the Trinity
River Basin Environmental
Restoration Initiative with

grant funds from Texas
AgriLife Research and the
Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality.
According to Shelley
Franklin, Public Education
Specialist for Garland Water
Utilities, making the deci-
sion to partner with the City
of Mesquite was easy.
“Garland and Mesquite are
neighbors and our citizens
share many of the same
issues and interests with

regard to water conserva-
tion. Both cities had been
receiving requests for this
kind of information. We
knew that pooling our facil-
ity and staff resources for
these classes would enable
us to reach more of our citi-
zens.” Four classes will be
offered, at locations alter-
nating between Garland and
Mesquite. Each class will
last about two hours and is
limited to thirty people.

Community Spotlight

A Forgotten Conservation Method Gets New Life

“If By Chance” Production Underway



Proud To Be An Active
Partner In The Community
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Community Calendar Visit www.NorthDallasGazette.com and click on Community Calendar for more events!

Ongoing
African American
Republican Club of
Collin County meets 3rd
Tuesday of every month
at 7 pm (Doors will open
at 6:30 pm) Collin County
Republican Party
Headquarters 8416 Stacy
Road, McKinney Call
Fred Moses at 972 618
7027 or fred@tes.com for
more information.

Collin County Black
Chamber of Commerce:
Monthly Lunch &
Learn every 3rd
Thursday $15 for mem-
bers; $20 for non-mem-
bers, 11:00am-1:00pm.
At Reel Thing Catfish
Cafe, 600 East Main
Street - Suite A, Allen,
TX 75002. For general
information and reserva-
tions call 469-424-0120.

DFW Financially
Empowered Women
meet monthly for lunch or
dinner and a fun, inform-
ative seminar on various
financial topics. For info:
469-942-0809 or meeet-
up.com/378.

Marriage Prep Class 1st
Saturdays monthly 423
West Wheatland Road
Suite 101, Duncanville
75116 $10 fee for materi-
als. For more info call
Karen Duval at 972-709-
1180.

No Limit Network
Business Networking
Lunch 1st and 3rd
Thursday 11:30 am -
12:30 pm every Thursday
at Texas Land & Cattle
Steak House 3945 N.
Central Expressway
Plano 75023 Must RSVP
a t
www.TheNoLimitNetwo
rk.com or call Sylvia
Williams at 972-898-
5882.

The National Business
Women Enterprise
Network (NBWEN)
Learning Over Lunch
Series: Monthly work-
shop and networking
event giving members
and guests the opportuni-
ty to network, build rela-
tionships, present infor-

mation on their business
and services, and most
importantly, learn differ-
ent ways to improve upon
and grow their business.
4th Saturdays, 11AM-
1PM, ReMarkable Affairs
Cafe, 2727 LBJ Freeway,
Suite 140, Dallas, $20 for
members; $35 for non-
members, $5 off for early
bird registration. Visit
http://nbwenorg.ning.co
m for more information.
THIS IS A PREPAID
EVENT so register early!

Wit Women Conference
Call join this weekly con-
ference call if you need
encouragement, prayer,
or inspiration. Dial in
Tuesdays 7 pm - 7:15pm
to 218-486-1616, Code
10984 (may change each
week).

February 20 – March
15

Teatro Dallas presents
ORINOCO! honoring
Mexican playwright
Emilio Carballido and
directed by Cora
Cardona. Performances
are Thursdays- Saturdays
at 8:15 p.m. and Sundays
at 3:00 p.m. Tickets are
$18 for adults and $15 for
students, children and
seniors. Tickets can be
purchased at
www.TeatroDallas.org.
All performances will
take place at 1331 Record
Crossing Rd, Dallas, TX
75235.

March 15
2nd Annual St. Patrick's
Block Party in the West
End - Family friendly St.
Patrick's Party with Pet
Parade and Costume
Contest. Details at
www.westendeventsdalla
s.com

March 18 – April 18
Through Her Lens:
Emerging Female
Exhibit at Bath House
Cultural Center, 521 East
Lawther Drive, Dallas
(214) 670-8749

March 18
Business Mixer: How to

be Stress-Less &
Maintain Your Sanity
from 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
at the Center for
Community Cooperation
2900 Live Oak Street
Dallas, TX 75204

March 21
Paul Taylor Dance
Company 8 p.m.
Eisemann Center Hill
Performance Hall Call
Mary Frazier 972-599-
3145 for info.

Life in the Soil Garden
Walk Texas Discovery
Gardens at Fair Park,,
10-11a.m. The key to gar-
dening success is to start
from the ground up. Join
Michael Bosco with Soils
Alive as we show you
what to do for your soil
type. Free with paid
Garden admission. Age
12+

March 21
Professional Achievers
for Community
Excellence is hosting a
Yard Sale & Bake Sale To
Raise Money For
Scholarships from 7:00
A.M.-2:00 P.M at Keller
Springs Baptist Church,
3227 Keller Springs Rd,
Carrollton

March 20-22
Past American Idol con-
testants sing some of
their favorite tunes from
the hit TV show along-
side the Dallas Symphony
Orchestra – live for two
nights. From the soulful
singing of Kimberley
Locke, to the Southern
charm of Diana
DeGarmo, to tunes from
Chikezie Eze and David
Hernandez, this evening
of song will have every-
one jumping to their feet
in excitement. Single
tickets range from $17 to
$110 214.692.0203 or
www.DallasSymphony.co
m.

March 23
“An Evening of Jazz” -
Rowlett High School Jazz
Band I, directed by Phil
Alvarado, and Jazz Band
II, directed by Kevin

Rainey will be joined by
the West Mesquite High
Jazz Band at 7:30 p.m. at
Plaza Theater in Garland.
Admission is free.

March 24
LEAN tools can trans-
form Health Care
organizations. Learn
how at an Executive
Briefing for Health Care
Professions at 9 A.M.
The briefing will be held
at the Bill Priest Institute,
1402 Corinth St. in
Dallas. Call the LEAN
Institute of El Centro
College at 214.860.5934
for more information.
The event is free to the
public.

March 26 – April 2
AFI Dallas
International Film
Festival will feature
international films from
emerging filmmakers, the
latest work from great
film masters and unique
nightly red carpet gala
premieres which include
all of our attending film-
makers and stars. Over
200 screenings make it
one of the largest film
festivals in the
S o u t h w e s t .
www.afidallas.com

March 27
Allen Community
Outreach 7th Wine
Masters Food & Wine
Pairings 7:00 - 10:30
p.m. Heritage Ranch Golf
and Country Club . aco-
cares.com.

March 27 – April 18
Closer performances are
Thursday - Saturdays at 8
p.m. Tickets are $20 for
adults and $15 for stu-
dents and seniors at
www.EnterStageLeft.org.
All performances will
take place at Teatro
Dallas, 1331 Record
Crossing Rd. Dallas, TX
75235.

March 28
Heard Museum &
Volunteer McKinney
Center 9 - 11 a.m. Take a
hike! for your communi-
ty, see heardmuseum.org

for info.

Conservation in Action
– Texas Discovery
Gardens at Fair Park,
11a.m. – 3p.m. ‘Green’
your family! The first 500
attendees get free hot
dogs, popcorn, T-shirts
and other cool stuff! This
family fair is sponsored
by the City of Dallas,
University of North Texas
and Texas Discovery
Gardens. Free admission

Christian World Hands
of Praise presents
“Praise in Motion” at
5:00 p.m. at the Granville
Arts Center. Tickets are
$10 at the door, 214-727-
9784 or 214-460-1802.

Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority Founders Day
11:30 AM at Hilton
Dallas Lincoln Centre.

April 3
Underwater Easter Egg
Hunt in the Community
Activity Center for kids 3
to 10 years old Hunt for
eggs in the indoor pool,
eat candy, and enjoy
splashing around the
pool. The Hunt begins at
5 p.m. with staggered
times for different age
groups. Cost is $5 per
participant for CAC
members and $6 for non-
members. Register at the
CAC front desk. Details
at: www.flower-
mound.com

April 8
Richland College
Financial Aid Fair
10:00-2:00 in El Paso
hallway.

April 14
Newsmakers Breakfast
7:30 - 9 a.m. Personal
Finance Hosted by UT
Dallas School of
Management, visit
www.insidetxbiz.com

April 16
Stars of Texas ... Racing
Against the Odds 5:00
p.m., Lone Star Park at
Grand Prairie. Call 1-

888-DIABETES or email
Roxann Pishnick at rpish-
n i c k@d i a b e t e s . o r g .
Fundraiser for American
Diabetes Association.

April 16-May 9
Garland Civic Theater
season finale “Sweeney
Todd” at the Granville
Arts Center. Evening
performances are at 7:30
p.m. on April 16, 23, 30
& May 7 at 8:00 p.m. on
April 17, 18, 24, 25, May
1, 2, 8, and 9. Matinees
run April 19, 26, May 3
and May 9 beginning at
2:30 p.m.
www.garlandcivictheatre.
org

April 18
EarthKind Plant Sale
from 8AM – 3PM at
17360 Coit Road, Dallas,
TX, contact Gregory
Church via phone at
972-548-4232, or via
email at
gtchurch@ag.tamu.edu or
ccmgatx.org.

YMCA's Healthy Kids
Day 9 a.m. to Noon at
Plano Family YMCA -
Legacy Park
Visit the website at
www.planoymca.org

April 25
African Film Festival is
part of the African
Unity Festival at SMU’s
Meadows School of the
Arts, from 1p.m. to 5 p.m.
Four films will be shown
that represent multiple
African nations and
social issues, and will be
presented in their original
language, with English
subtitles. Admission is
FREE.

May 4
Comerica Bank Collin
60 at the Marriott Legacy
Town Center with VIP
reception at 11 a.m. fol-
lowed by luncheon:
Noon-1:30 p.m. Visit
www.ComericaCollin60.
com
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Cover Story

BY JAMES WRIGHT

(NNPA) When
Lawrence Miller was in
jail in Prince George’s
County for receiving
stolen property in June
2007 and in the District’s
jail for violating probation
in September, he missed
his friends and close fam-
ily members with whom
he interacted on a daily
basis. But the one person
he missed the most was
his 9-year-old son.

“I had no contact with
my son while I was locked
up and that really hurt,”
the 31-year-old D.C. resi-
dent said. “His mother,
who I say is a friend,
would not bring him to the
jail in Maryland [Upper
Marlboro] or D.C. jail to
see me. Because of that, I
missed out on some
things.

“I did have a chance to
write him a letter but that
was the extent of the con-
tact. I wish I could have
seen him.”

Miller is an example
of what some social scien-
tists and professionals in
public policy say is an
increasingly disturbing
trend: parents who are
incarcerated.

According to a report
released Feb. 9 by the
D.C.-based Sentencing
Project, mass incarcera-
tion has had significant
and long-lasting impacts

on American society and
particularly on communi-
ties of color.

“There is a growing
awareness that parents
who go to prison do not
suffer the consequences
alone; the children of
incarcerated parents often
lose contact with their
parent and visits are
sometimes rare,” said
Marc Mauer, executive
director of The
Sentencing Project and
co-author of the report,
“Incarcerated Parents and
their Children: Trends
1991-2007.”

Children of incarcerat-
ed parents are more likely
to drop out of school,
engage in delinquency
and subsequently be
incarcerated themselves.”

The report was based
on statistics released by
the U.S. Department of
Justice, Bureau of

Statistics citing data from
1997, 2004 and 2007.

“There is a growing
awareness that parents
who go to prison do not
suffer the consequences
alone…”

The report states that
in 2007, there were 1.7
million children in the
United States with a par-
ent in prison, more than
70 percent of them chil-
dren of color. The report
presents other disturbing
statistics such as:
• One in 43 American
children has a parent in
prison. In terms of race, it

is one in 15 Black chil-
dren, one in 42 Latinos
compared to Whites,
which is one in 111.
• In 2007, there were
809,800 parents incarcer-
ated in state and federal
prisons, an increase of 79
percent since 1991.
• In 2007, 52 percent of

all incarcerated men and
women were parents.
• Two-thirds of the
incarcerated parent popu-
lation is non-White.

Studies from govern-
ment and non-governmen-
tal organizations, such as
the Children’s Defense
Fund, have confirmed that
70 percent of Black chil-
dren are raised by a single
parent, overwhelmingly
the mother. And the num-
ber of mothers who are
incarcerated has gone up
considerably.

“Children of incarcer-
ated parents are more like-
ly to drop out of school,
engage in delinquency
and subsequently be
incarcerated themselves.”

The report says that
from 1991 to 2007, the
number of incarcerated
mothers increased by 122
percent compared to a rise
of 76 percent for incarcer-
ated fathers.

While the vast majori-
ty of children of male
prisoners are living with
their mothers, only 37 per-
cent of the children of
incarcerated women are
living with their fathers,
the report said.

In 2004, the report
says that more than half of
parents housed in a state
correctional facility had
never had a personal visit
from their children and
almost half of parents in a
federal facility had experi-
enced the same. The
report said that a key fac-
tor in the limited contact
was that the incarcerated
parent was generally
housed far from home.

In 2004, 62 percent of
parents in a state facility
and 84 percent of parents
in a federal facility were
housed more than 100
miles from their place of
residence.

While the situation did
not apply to Lawrence
Miller, it is a problem that
has been raised by ex-
offender advocates, D.C.
Del. Eleanor Holmes

Norton (D) and D.C.
Mayor Adrian Fenty (D).
They argue that since the
closing of the Lorton, Va.,
facility, District offenders
are sent to prisons in
some cases thousands of
miles away from their
families.

These families cannot
visit their incarcerated kin
when they want because
of the cost of travel and
lodging involved.

Isaac said he’s often
observed ex-offenders
who have served their
time in facilities miles
away become personally
distant from what were
once close family mem-
bers.

“It seems that when
the offender comes home,
if that person has not had
close contact with family,
they become estranged
and isolated,” he said.
“The children may know
of them, but not know
them personally and they
do not bond. The
estrangement might lead
the offender back into
criminal activity.”

In its conclusion, the
study recommended more
family-friendly correc-
tional systems in support
of the offender and urged
reconsideration of lengthy
sentencing policies.

Mauer of The Sentencing
Project said public policy
should face the ongoing
realities of incarceration
and how it can be used to
keep families together.

“The problems talked
about in this report are
likely to worsen as mater-
nal incarceration contin-
ues to rise,” he said.
“Awareness of the issue
and its implications, along
with action to reduce the
impact of incarceration on
children, is necessary in
order to protect and sup-
port children when their
parents are incarcerated.”

Miller said he hated
missing the little things,
like his son receiving an
award for a project at his
school’s science fair. He
also admitted being upset
that his mother’s
boyfriend spent more
time with Miller’s son
than he did when he was
in jail.

Nevertheless, Miller
said he has a good rela-
tionship with his son.

“When I come around
he shouts, ‘Daddy,
Daddy,’ and he tells me
about his PlayStation
games, his little girlfriend,
things like that,” said
Miller. “When I see his
face, it is unconditional
love.”

STUDY:

Children of Imprisoned Parents Suffer Adverse, Long-lasting Impact

“Children of incarcerated
parents are more likely
to drop out of school,
engage in delinquency
and subsequently be

incarcerated themselves.”



The Pulse of Entertainment
BY EUNICE MOSELEY

On the newest Gospel
release from Mary Mary,
“The Sound,” on Columbia
Records sisters Erica
Campbell and Tina
Campbell take
Contemporary Gospel to
yet another level. In the
new CD, currently in
stores, you will hear
Gospel lyrics and mes-
sages on top of tracks (and
vocal styles) of Pop, Hip-
Hop, Rock, R&B, Urban
and even one with a
Broadway musical flavor
to it.

“There is more to our

life than Sunday morning
church music,” Tina said
about their cutting edge
Gospel sound. “That’s not
what works best when you

are driving in your car.
People love God so
much…”

Mary Mary is one of

the best-selling Gospel acts
in the business today. The
Inglewood, California
singers have garnered a
Grammy Award for Best
Contemporary Gospel
Album; three Dove
Awards; six Stellar
Awards; a Soul Train
Award, and an American
Music Award for
C o n t e m p o r a r y
Inspirational Music. The
sisters have already carved
a name for themselves in
the Gospel music history
books along side other
contemporaries such as
Kirk Franklin.

Car ReviewArts & Entertainment For more entertainment news visit www.NorthDallasGazette.com
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Mary Mary takes us to new heights

Dallas Young Artists
2009 Summer Camp

Registration is currently underway
for the third annual Dallas YoungArtists
2009 Summer Camp, in conjunction
with the Garland Summer Musicals.
There are 50 spaces available at a cost of
$550 for the

June 8-26 camp, running 8:00 a.m. -
5:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday at the
Plaza Theatre and Granville Arts Center.

Students must have completed third
grade up through twelfth grade to partic-
ipate. The camp is designed to instruct
acting, vocal production, movement, set
design, make-up, and audition skills. All

of this will culminate in a professional
performance at the end of the camp.
This year’s production is The King & I,
by Rodgers and Hammerstein.

Performances are June 26 and 27 at
7:30 p.m. and June 27 and 28 at 2:30
p.m.

The Dallas Young Artists instructors
are Mark Mullino, Vonda Bowling,
Terry Tuck and Neely Dickson. Intern
auditions for this year’s camp will be on
April 15 at the Plaza Theatre. E-mail
Vonda Bowling to schedule audition at
bowlingv@greenhill.org.

BY JOHN LAND

At a time in our history
when we as a nation are
struggling to curb our self-
ish self-interest in defer-
ence to the betterment of
the whole and to rally for
the common good, we are
presented with a tale firmly
rooted in the Reagan-era
“Me Generation,” with its
sense of entitlement and
weakness for instant grati-
fication. In This Is Our
Youth, by Kenneth
Lonergan, co-produced by
Project X and Upstart
Productions, we find char-
acters immersed in a self-
absorbed, decadent world

that threatens to bring them
to a crashing end.

The story revolves
around privileged college-
aged children of successful
parents in New York in
1982, on the precipice of

launching adult lives of
either accomplishment or
debauchery. When Warren
(Drew Wall) has a falling
out with his father and
leaves home, he takes a
stash of his father’s cash

with him.
With his collection of nos-
talgic toys in tow, he shows
up on the doorstep of his
friend Dennis (Matt
Fowler), a petty drug deal-
er whom Warren idolizes.

As they hash through plots
to try to spin the cash into a
profit overnight--with a
measure of partying
thrown in--before returning
it, their plans quickly begin
to go awry. Dennis, abu-

sive and drug-addled, dom-
ineers over the more self-
conscious Warren, engulf-
ing them in friction. Into
the mix steps Jessica
(Barrett Nash), whom

Youth Is Not Wasted on These Talented Young Actors

See MARY MARY, Page 15

See ACTORS, Page 12
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Christian company that specializes in church parties & banquets, graduation
and birthday parties, weddings & all anniversary receptions, and retirement
parties. Some satisfied customers: New Mr. Zion and St. John Baptist
Churches; Mary Kay Inc.; Prairie View A&M and other receptions including
receptions & parties in University and Highland Park communities.

CATERING BYAHMAD
(Certified by the State of Texas)

2606 Hazelwood Place
Garland, TX 75044
972-530-1735

Ahmad Abdallas, CEO & Founder
214-460-4271

C AT E R I N G

O F F I C E F U R N I T U R E

ATTENTION A/C TECHNICIANS
Ignition Control (Two Stage Spark)

For Sale

Part #CNT04717x13651111-010
Paid $200 – Will Take $100

972-606-3891

CONFERENCE TABLE 84” LONG
Mahogany Wood 6 chairs

(Maroon)

Good Condition $250.00 Firm

972-606-3891

Texas Comptroller’s Office Schedules March Tax Help Seminars
A steady economy,

growing work force and
friendly business climate
attract more businesses to
the Lone Star state every
day. Texas Comptroller
Susan Combs’ office regu-
larly presents free taxpayer
seminars throughout the
state to help new and exist-
ing business owners under-

stand their state tax respon-
sibilities.

Three seminars will
take place throughout
March at various locations
across the state. A complete
list of locations, dates and
times is available at
www.window.state.tx.us/ta
xinfo/seminars.html.

At the seminars, tax-

payers can learn about
sales tax forms, filing and
paying taxes electronically,
taxable goods and services,
e-services to help taxpayers
manage their accounts
online, the Comptroller’s
e-mail subscription service
that alerts taxpayers when
new tax information is
posted online, and the array

of other services and infor-
mation available from the
Comptroller’s office to
assist taxpayers.
Comptroller representa-
tives will answer questions
and provide assistance to
attendees.

“A strong and diverse
business community is the
key to Texas’ economic

strength,” Combs said.
“We are committed to
assisting Texas businesses
by making taxes simpler,
smarter, faster and, above
all, transparent. We owe it
to our taxpayers to provide
the best customer service
possible.”

For more information
about the seminar in your

area, call the Comptroller's
field office in your area.

Those who are unable
to attend the seminars can
call the Comptroller’s toll-
free tax assistance line at
(800) 252-5555. Tax forms
and tax information can
also be found on the
Comptroller’s Web site,
www.window.state.tx.us.

BY DURK DUGAN

(AN) At a time when
all we hear about is yet
another giant financial
institution’s meltdown, a
good question is who is
surviving and actually
doing well in this climate.

Here are some exam-
ples sent in to me from var-
ious sources.

• A California based web
design and internet market-
ing company specializing
in quality products for
attorneys is reporting sales
are booming.
• A business consulting
company reports they have
grown more in the last two
months than they did in the
previous two years.
• Tutoring businesses in

both Texas and California
are reporting sales are
thriving.
• Local community col-
leges in many areas are
reporting that enrollment
and attendance are up.
• Dating and relationship
services –
DatingToRelating.com
reports that it has grown
from 600,000 visitors a

month to over 1,000,000
visitors a month in the last
six months.

What can a company
do to grow despite the eco-
nomic recession?

“Automate and
increase the efficiency of
your sales force.” says
Charlene Kalk of Artfield
Investments, a consulting
investment banking firm.

Though the investment
banking community has
been hit hard by the reces-
sion, Artfield Investments
reports they have recently
quadrupled their new leads
in.

“We are using a combi-
nation of automated lead
gathering and customer

relations management soft-
ware,” says Charlene.

Artfield Investments is
now helping all its new and
existing clients develop
similar systems to expand
their businesses. For more
information, visit
www.ArtfieldInvestments.
com.

Who Is Surviving This Financial Meltdown?

AIR CONDITIONER PARTS

By. Dorothy Rowley
(NNPA) –

“Astounding” is how
President Obama, speaking
March 6 in Columbus,
Ohio, characterized the
nation’s new
Unemployment figures - a
staggering 8.1 percent, the
highest since 1983 as
employers pick up the pace
of layoffs.

Just as disconcerting is
the sharp rise in unemploy-
ment among African-
Americans - a whopping
13.4 percent in February.
The last time the Black
monthly unemployment
rate was so high was in
February 1994, as the
nation was digging out of a
recession, according to the
Labor Department.

The latest figures con-
tinue to show job losses are
large and widespread
across nearly all major
industry sectors. In
January, the overall nation-
al unemployment rate was
7.6 percent. For Blacks, it
was 12.6 percent.

Bureau of Labor
Statistics indicate the

Black unemployment rate
has traditionally far
exceeded that of other eth-
nic groups, especially
Whites whose joblessness
is normally half that of
African-Americans.

Reasons for the dispari-
ty cited by experts include
a gap in education between
Blacks and Whites, mar-

ginal ties by African-
American households to
the labor market and a fail-
ure by policy-makers to
equate Black unemploy-
ment to a crisis needing
urgent attention.

The BLS Web site,

which maintains Black
unemployment data dating
back to 1972, also states
that the Black jobless rate
reached its lowest level on
record in April 2000, when
it dropped to 7.0 percent.

While the agency’s lat-
est figures highlight a
growing gender gap
between Black men and

women in the workforce, it
also shows that the unem-
ployment rate for Black
men in February was 16.3
percent compared to 10.8
percent for Black women.

The Washington, D.C.-
based Economic Policy

Institute's Race, Ethnicity
and Economy Program
reported recently that
Blacks are typically
impacted by recessions and
that it comes as no surprise
that there is a significant
increase in Black unem-
ployment during such
times.

Program Director
Algernon Austin offered in
a recent Chicago Sun arti-
cle that lack of job oppor-
tunities for Blacks ulti-
mately trickles down to
teens, making it doubly
hard for them to find work,
particularly with summer
on the horizon.

''We really want teens
to work,'' Austin said.
''Getting job experience
now really helps people in
their employment.''

The jobless rate for
teens in general is just over
21 percent.

However, Austin noted
that the rate among Black
teens has already surpassed
38 percent and that the fig-
ure could be as high as

Job Losses Continue to Soar, Blacks at 13.4 Percent

Menika Bright, of Conway, S.C. gestures as she recalls
how many jobs she has applied for in the last year.

(AP Photo)

See JOB LOSSES, Page 12



add fuel to Texas’ eco-
nomic engine and provide
skills that keep our cities
moving, building and
thriving. The Tarrant
County College District
and Dallas County
Community College
District serve more than a
quarter of Texas’ entire
population. Together, they
provide more than 150
applied science degree
and certificate programs,
as well as numerous con-
tinuing education courses
for skills enhancement

and contract training pro-
grams for employers.

In 2007, more than 80
percent of all Texas jobs
did not require a bache-
lor’s degree. Neither did
nearly 44 percent of the
jobs paying wages above
the state average. The
U.S. Department of
Education estimates
about 80 percent of the
fastest growing occupa-
tions in the near future
will require some postsec-
ondary training, but not a
bachelor’s degree.

In my office’s recent
Texas Works report, we
detail strategies for devel-
oping our work force in
ways that dovetail with
future labor needs. One
way to do that is to ensure
high school students have
multiple pathways to
graduation by allowing
greater flexibility in
Texas graduation require-
ments and grade point
average calculation stan-
dards, which can other-
wise prevent or discour-
age high school students

from enrolling in career
and technology courses.

In addition to policy
changes, we need to
strengthen Texas’ work
force. Establishing a $25
million fund to support
community and technical
colleges offering career-
technical education will
be invaluable to schools
facing startup costs asso-
ciated with purchasing
equipment and outfitting
state-of-the-art training
facilities.

Without an adequate

supply of skilled workers,
Texas’ ability to attract
and retain new businesses
will suffer. We also jeop-
ardize the future financial
well being of many young
Texans by focusing on
only one “ideal” route
beyond high school. By
bolstering our state’s
sometimes overlooked
educational assets, Texas
can stand ready to greet
future work force devel-
opments not as chal-

lenges, but as opportuni-
ties.

Texas Comptroller
Susan Combs recently
released Texas Works, an
in-depth study of the
emerging gap between the
demand for skilled work-
ers and the state’s ability
to supply them. The
report is available online
a t
www.window.state.tx.us/
specialrpt/workforce/.

The Greater Moore's Chapel,
C.O.G.I.C. host its

15th Pastor & Wife Anniversary
Our 2009 Theme is “...Many are Called, But few are Chosen."

God’s light will shine on our very own Pastor and wife.

Elder Willie D. Wilson and Evan. Miss'y Frankie Wilson.
Who for 15 years have showed dedication, patience,
perseverance, loyalty, faithfulness just to name a few.

They are the Greater Moore’s Chapel shepherds. Come one,
come all to help us celebrate this joyous occasion. In the
name of the Father, the Son, and let’s not forget the Holy
Spirit. Mar. 7th at 7:30 p.m., and Mar. 8th, at 4 p.m.

Greater Moore's Chapel, C.O.G.I.C.,
306 North Cedar Dr., Allen, TX 75002, call: 972-727-9693

~ HAPPY 15TH ANNIVERSARY ~
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OPPORTUNITY, continued from Page 5
she presented SB 175 to
the Senate Committee for
Higher Education; Shapiro
is also the chair of that
committee. SB 175 would
limit the number of fresh-
mans a university can
accept under Texas Top
10% Rule.

The Top 10% Rule,
passed in 1997, guarantees
any applicant to a universi-
ty admission if the student
finished high school within
the top 10% of their class.
Universities are now find-
ing most incoming fresh-
man classes are primarily

admitted under the Top
10% Rule. Without a cap,
freshman classes fill faster
and lack diversity, ulti-
mately taking away from
the students’ university
experience and learning
opportunities.

Additionally, since
they are required to accept
all top 10% applicants
many universities are
becoming limited on
space.

After hearing testimo-
ny from various University
of Texas officials, SB 175
was passed by the Senate

Higher Education
Committee to the Senate
floor for further review.

On Thursday, March 5,
Shapiro also presented SB
3. SB 3 purposes over-
hauling the accountability
of public school systems.
She suggests eliminating
the Texas Assessment of
Knowledge and Skills, or
TAKS test, and base
accountability on a two
tiered ranking system –
accreditation and overall
district distinction. The
accreditation tier would
consist of student achieve-

ment, college prepared-
ness, and workforce skills
and readiness at the time of
graduation, and district
distinction would consist
of student achievements,
fine arts programs and
opportunities, and general
language skills and pro-
grams.

SB 3 will be heard by
the Senate Education
Committee later in session.

More committee meet-
ings and bill presentations
are scheduled this week for
both the House and the
Senate.

EDUCATION GOALS, continued from Page 5

Warren hopes to woo,
and the scheming becomes
all the more complicated.

These youths have a
keen awareness of the grav-
ity of the choices they are
making and a yearning to
rise above their short-sight-
ed, fun-loving, in-the-
moment mentality, yet they
seem largely baffled at how
to break free of the trajecto-
ry they have already set
themselves on. Will they be
able to escape the inertia of
their youth-driven passions,
or are they doomed to crash
and burn before their time?
As the stakes are height-

ened and the tables are
turned, who will prevail?
This well-written script
keeps us guessing to the
end.

All three actors deliver
strong performances,
exploring lingering teen
angst and trepidation about
the future with poignancy.
Adeptly directed by Rene
Moreno, the play carries us
through a range of emotions
as each character struggles
to find a new path.
The relatively new Upstart
Productions, in collabora-
tion with Project X, has
scored a technically slick hit

with This Is Our Youth, also
worth taking in for its blast-
from-the-past ‘80s millieu.

This Is Our Youth con-
tinues through March 22 at
the Green Zone theatre
space, 161 Riveredge, in
Dallas. For more informa-
tion and to purchase tickets,
go to the internet at
www.UpstartTheater.com.
Please note: this production
includes adult language and
situations that may not be
appropriate for young chil-
dren.

John Mallory Land is a
free-lance writer based in
Dallas.

ACTORS, continued from Page 10
44 percent for teens still
looking for work.

''The really sad and
troubling part of this is
most likely these aren't the
peak numbers,'' Austin
says in the article, suggest-
ing that the peak will come
in a year’s time, ''unless the
stimulus comes in and
works.''

The latest figures con-
tinue to show job losses are
widespread across nearly
all major industry sectors.
Construction and manufac-
turing jobs have been
among the hardest hit, a
continuing concern for
such groups as the
Coalition of Black Trade
Unionists.

The organization peri-

odically blasted the Bush
era, saying unemployment
among African-Americans
had become so dismal dur-
ing his administration that
it was well on its way to
becoming a socially explo-
sive issue, mainly because
a growing segment of the
Black community, includ-
ing its youth, had begun to
feel permanently discon-
nected from the economy.

Now, with President
Obama at the helm, his
administration maintains
he has made a considerable
thrust at providing job
training programs in inner
cities where the largest
populations of African-
Americans tend to reside,
as well an increase in gov-

ernment jobs through the
recently enacted $787 bil-
lion economic recovery
plan.

''The president is going
to do his job but needs to
get the word out [to city
and state agency heads
about] how high the stakes
are,'' Obama senior adviser
Valerie Jarrett said last
week during a teleconfer-
ence with Black journal-
ists.

Meanwhile, even as
Obama’s recovery strategy
was created to save more
than 3 million jobs, the
country continues to lose
jobs quickly, with 651,000
lost in February, and keep-
ing the administration rac-
ing to keep up.

JOB LOSSES, continued from Page 11



CAREER, continued from Page 1
and comprehension in sci-
ence, math, engineering, and
social networking by giving
students the opportunity to
work in the real business
world.

Representative Mallory
Caraway said "when I did the
research, I found that the
high schools in my State
House District are underper-
forming because of the chal-
lenges they face in math, sci-
ence, reading. I believe that
society will benefit if our stu-
dents can get practical expe-
rience in the subjects are
most critical to their success.
It is even more important that
we partner with businesses,
and corporations during the
critical economic times to
ensure that students are col-
lege and workforce ready."

The event will also fea-
ture valuable workshops for
the teens including Financial
Literacy for Teens presented
by Comerica Bank, Résumé
Writing, Teen Dating

Violence, Healthy Eating,
Appropriate WorkAttire, col-
lege recruiters and more. At
press time, participants
included El Centro College,

Workforce Solutions of
Greater Dallas, South Texas
Dental, Trinary Media, Wal-
Mart and 5 branches of the
Armed Forces.

DISD School Board
Trustee Lew Blackburn said
he "is excited to present the
Career Fair again this year
and is "incredibly proud and

happy with the student
results from last year's
event."

In the Career Fest's inau-
gural year, 25 students were

placed in internships and
Representative Mallory
Caraway is optimistic that
even more students will ben-
efit this year.

Contact 972-606-7498 fir Career Opportunity Advertising
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Activity Leader
Alternate School Crossing Guard

Assistant Pool Manager
Code Enforcement Technician

Deck Attendant
Emergency Management Coordinator

Lifeguard
Pool Manager

Pump Station Operator
Season Maintenance Worker

Signal Technician
Site Coordinator
Swim Instructor

Swimming Pool Attendant
Telecommunications Dispatcher

Therapeutic Site Coordinator
Therapeutic Site Leader

Workforce Services 1945 E. Jackson Road
Carrollton, TX 75011-0535

Direct Line: (972) 466-3090
Website: http://www.cityofcarrollton.com
•Your must apply online via our website

Equal Opportunity Employer

City of
Plano, Texas

CAREER EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION

www.plano.gov
AA/EOE/ADA

DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING
AND REWARDGING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

• Competitive wages
• Array of benefits

• Education incentive pay
• . . . and more

SIGN UP TO TAKE
THE CITY OF IRVING’S NEXT

CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM.
CALL (972) 721-2532 TO REGISTER.

The City of Irving does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion,
age, or disability in employment or the provision of services.

wwwwww..cciittyyooffiirrvviinngg..oorrgg

CITY OF CARROLLTON

Advertising Account Manager

Must be
• Able to telemarket effectively
• Willing to coldcall efficiently
• Skilled in Microsoft Word and Outlook
• Able to demonstrate good people skills
• Able to accept Draw against Commissions
• Willing to work in Plano and surrounding areas

Interested candidates please email your resume to
trj1909@tx.rr.com

RROOUUTTEE
PPEERRSSOONNSS

OOaakk  CClliiffff//
DDoowwnnttoowwnn  DDaallllaass//

IIrrvviinngg//
CCaarrrroollllttoonn//
NNoorrtthh  DDaallllaass

$$110000  ppeerr  ddaayy
pplluuss  $$2255  ffoorr  ggaass

CCaallll((997722))  660066--33113322
oorr  FFaaxx  RReessuummee  ttoo
997722--550099--99005588

PPlleeaassee  lleeaavvee  aa  mmeessssaaggee!!

CITY OF GARLAND, TEXAS

Suppliers of Goods, Services
and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
www.bidsync.com  

www.garlandpurchasing.com

TISEO PAVING COMPANY
419 E. Hwy. 80, Mesquite, TX  75150

Tel: (972) 289-0723 Fax (972) 216-5637
www.tiseopaving.com

Performing Concrete Street Paving
in the Metroplex Area

We Accept Subcontracting Bids
For All Public Works Projects

in the Dallas Area.
We Are Accepting Applications for
Concrete Mixer Drivers and Heavy

Equipment Mechanics

Equal Opportunity Employer

Store Management
Opportunities
Hobby Lobby is a
leader in the Arts &
Crafts industry with
400 stores located in

32 states.

Candidates must have
previous retail store
management experience in
“one of the following:”
Supermarket chain, Craft
chain, Mass merchant,
Drug chain, Building supply
chain
Must be willing to relocate

Benefits include:
• All Stores Closed on Sunday
• Competitive Salaries
• Paid Vacations
• 401K Plan
• Medical/Dental
• Life Insurance
• Merchandise Discount
• Flex Spending Plan

Qualified Candidates
with Retail Management
experience as listed

above must apply online

www.hobbylobby.com



BLACK ACADEMY OF
ARTS AND LETTERS
March 17-22, 2009
Win or buy tickets to

Save Me From My Secrets.
The new Gospel Musical
written by Kendrick Young
and starring Robin Givens,
Charlie Wilson and other
gospel recording artists.

TBAAL Box Office
Dallas Convention Center
Theatre Complex
Downtown Dallas
214-743-2400

CALVARY PHILADEL-
PHIA

MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH

March 15, 4 pm
You are invited to our

Spring Musical at the church
in Oak Cliff.

March 29, 3:30 pm
Join us as we honor

Evangelist Shirley
Stevenson, our Minister of
Music, on her birthday.

Call 214-3713581 for
details on the two events
above.

Rev. J.H. Moore, Jr. Pastor
4703 Sunnyvale Street
Dallas, TX 75216
214-371-3581

C.D. DIXON MIN-
ISTRIES

March 19 & 20, 7:30 pm
Join us for “The

Prophetic Voice Speaks in
2009 with Apostle C.D.
Dixon @ God’s Tabernacle
of Deliverance Event
Center, 1020 East Pleasant
Run Road, DeSoto, TX
75115.

Apostle C.D. Dixon,
Founder
1020 East Pleasant
Run Road
DeSoto, TX 75115
214-398-0340

DELTA SIGMATHETA
SORORITY’S NORTH
DALLAS ALUMNAE

CHAPTER
Now through April 18,

2009
In conjunction with the

Delta Sorority, the IRS,
United Way, and the City of
Dallas, FREE tax prepara-
tion will be offered to tax-
payers with $40,000 or less
income in 2008, or any sen-
ior citizen, each Saturday in
February, March and April
@ the Willie B. Johnson
Recreation Center, 12225
Willowdell Drive in the
Hamilton Park Community
from 9:30 am to 2 pm. You
must bring a photo I.D.; a
W-2 Form for 2008; Form
1099; a copy Social Security
card; and any other informa-
tion concerning their income
and expenses for the year of
2008.

Carolyn Matthews,
Chapter President
P.O. Box 8306004

Richardson, TX 75083-
001
214-452-7835
(Voice Mail and Fax)

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
CHURCH OFALLEN

“THE SHIP”
ON GOING, 9 am-4 pm

Monday-Friday
Prayer Lines for those in

need are 972-649-0566 and
972-649-0567.

In March 2009
Wednesdays, 7 pm
Get your praise on,

Wednesday Night Live
(WNL) @ our main campus,
200 Belmont Drive in Allen.
You don’t want to miss
WNL nights at “The Ship!”
Call the church for details.

Rev. W. L. Stafford, Sr.
M. Div., Senior Pastor
1550 Edelweiss
(Service Location)
200 Belmont Drive
(Church Address)
Allen, TX 75013
972-359-9956

SHIP BAPTIST
CHURCH, THE

COLONY
On Going Tutoring--
On-going Math &

English, 7 pm Monday
nights for Math & English,
and Wednesday nights
(only) for Math.

Dr. C. Paul McBride
Senior Pastor
4396 Main Street
The Colony, TX 75056
9723-625-8186

OAK CLIFF BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

March 16, 23, and 30,
2009

Join us for our Free at
Last Support Group
Meeting.

March 19-21, 2009
Come to our Conflict

Coaching and Mediation
meeting at the church.

March 27 & 28, 2009
Don’t miss our 2009

Free at Last Healing
Summit.

Dr. Tony Evans,

Senior Pastor
1808 W. Camp Wisdom
Road
Dallas, TX 75232

OASIS WORSHIP
CENTER OF IRVING
March 28-29, 2009
Join us for our Women’s

Fellowship @ the Courtyard

by Marriott, 2280 Valley
View Lane in Irving, TX.
Theme: “Who Art Thou.”
Registration is required in
advance. Speakers are
Apostle L. Williams, First
Lady Lore Taylor from
Converse, TX and Scripture
Fellowship Church. There
will also be mini-speakers
from the D-FW area and

church choirs. Topic:
“Guidelines to Building
Successful Relationships.”
Casual attire is acceptable.
Scripture Text: Ruth
Chapter 3.

Loretta Williams,
Founder
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Church Happenings

One, two or three lots for sale at Restland in
North Dallas; located in the beautiful and
peaceful Serenity Gardens Section
(Southeast corner of Greenville Avenue &
Restland Road.) Market value $3450 each,
but selling price negotiable. View plots by
appointment only. Call 972-606-3878,
972-416-6109, or 469-235-5808.

PRIME BURIAL LOTS FOR SALE
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Healthy Beginnings Child Development Center - 972-404-1412

14120 Noel Road • Dallas, TX 75254
972-239-1120 (Office) • 972-239-5925 (Fax)
templeoffaith_cme@sbcglobal.net (Email)Dr. Jerome E.

McNeil, Jr., Pastor

Temple of Faith Christian Chapel C.M.E. Church

Sunday Worship Experience - 8:00 am & 10:45 am
Wednesday Bible Study - 12:00 Noon & 7:00 pm

“Where Jesus is the Main Attraction”

8:00am & 10:30amSUNDAYWORSHIP SERVICES
(8 am & 11 am)

9:45 am: Sunday School
6:00 pm: Baptist Training Union

WEDNESDAYS
12 pm: Bible Study

7 pm: Prayer
7:30 pm: Bible Study

The Sisters ministry
of the Antioch Fellowship
MBC will be hosting a
March Against Domestic
Violence and
Informational Fair. The
event will take place 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Saturday, March 21 at the
Antioch Fellowship
Missionary Baptist
Church, 7550 South
Hampton Rd., Dallas, TX
(near Wheatland Rd. and
I-20). The rally will begin
at 11:00 a.m. and the
march slated to proceed at
11:30 a.m.

According to the
National Coalition
Against Domestic
Violence, it [Domestic
Violence] is defined as the
willful intimidation, phys-
ical assault, battery, sexu-
al assault, and/or other
abusive behavior perpe-
trated by an intimate part-

ner against another, which
may result in death. It is
an epidemic affecting
individuals regardless of
the status quo.

Violence against
women, the elderly or
children is often accom-
panied by emotionally
abusive and controlling
behavior, and thus is part
of a systematic pattern of
dominance and control.
As a ministry, Sisters are
seeking to bring aware-
ness to this issue, as well
as to offer help to those
who are victims and per-
petrators.

Registration is not
necessary, but volunteers
are needed. If your busi-
ness, group, church, or
ministry would like to
participate in the march,
please email Billie
Wiseman-Burden at
bwiseman@afmbc.org.

March Against
Domestic Violence
Set for March 21DALLAS, TX – St.

Philip’s School and
Community Center pres-
ents the Morning Star
Lecture Series, Tuesday,
March 31, at 6:00 p.m. at
St. Philip’s featuring

Dr. Ronald Rochon,
Dean of Education,
Associate Vice President of
Teacher Education, Buffalo
College, Buffalo, New
York. Dr. Rochon will
share tips regarding,
Vigilant Parenting In a
Viral World.

Dr. Rochon’s field
work includes strengthen-

ing the relationship
between communities and
assisting students in exam-
ining and deepening their
understanding of the ways
socio-cultural factors influ-
ence American educational
thought, theory, and prac-
tice.

The Lecture Series is
community outreach pro-
gram free to the public to
honor Ms. Sherril English
(past principal) of St.
Philip’s for her commit-
ment to children and edu-
cation.

The evening will begin

at 5:30 p.m. with a recep-
tion. Free childcare will be
provided onsite for all
attendees with underage
children. Space is limited.
Visit the website at
www.stphilips.1600org to
register and receive addi-
tional information.

St. Philip's School and
Community Center is a pri-
vate, non-denominational,
Pre kindergarten through
sixth grade elementary
school, building academic
excellence, strong self
esteem and high character
values. In addition, for

more than 30 years, St.
Philip's School and
Community Center has
provided preventive pro-
grams twelve months a
year for children and their
families and for senior citi-
zens in South Dallas,
including athletic pro-
grams, after-school and
cultural programs, the food
pantry, and a meals on
wheels depot.

St. Philip’s School &
Community Center

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Dallas, Texas 75215

www.stphilips1600.org

St. Philip’s School and Community Center Presents
The Morning Star Lecture Series March 31, 2009

VOTING RIGHTS, from Page 3
So we must now urge

the House of
Representatives to support
H.R. 157, the District of
Columbia House Voting
Rights Act and to oppose
any amendments that
would undermine or
ignore the democratic will
of the residents of the
District of Columbia,

especially as they relate to
gun violence. Despite the
fact that they pay federal
taxes, serve on juries and
defend our Nation in times
of war like most other
Americans, the residents
of the District of Columbia
are barred from having
voting representation on
the floor of the U.S. House

or Senate.
This classic example of

"taxation without repre-
sentation" is contrary to
everything that this nation
is founded on. This means
that more than half a mil-
lion people, more than
57% of whom are African
American (with
Caucasians making up just

over 30% of the population
and 8.5% of the residents
claiming Hispanic back-
ground), are paying money
to and dying for a govern-
ment in which they have
no say. It also means that
the federal government is
receiving and spending $4
billion without having to
account for it.

The Dallas White Rock
Marathon (DWRM) today pro-
vided runners with a little
incentive to stick with their
New Year’s Eve fitness resolu-
tions: the first ever Rock To
Victory Spring Half-Marathon,
set for March 15th, 2009.

“For the last several years,
we’ve seen a tremendous up-
tick in registration for the
half-marathon during our
December race,” said Chuck
Dannis, president of the
Dallas White Rock Marathon.
”It seemed like a natural pro-

gression for us to add the
Rock to Victory to our race
portfolio. We intend to grow
this race into a signature,
world-class half marathon
over the next several years.”

The Rock to Victory will
follow the same course as the

December Dallas White Rock
Marathon half-marathon
course, which starts at the
American Airlines Center at
Victory Park, loops through
Turtle Creek and the Park
Cities, and finishes on the
Katy Trail.

Dallas White Rock Marathon Announces Inaugural “Rock To Victory” Half Marathon



“(In traditional Gospel)
Young people can’t be
young,” Tina points out as to
why traditional Gospel is not
reaching the young popula-
tion. “…Hold my attention!”

“The Sound” will cer-
tainly hold your attention, no
matter what your age
because the production, cre-
ative lyrics, message and
vocal ability will keep you
listening. I was truly pleased
with the cutting edge
“sounds” coming from this
album. The one that I was
utterly impressed with is the
title track, “The Sound,” it’s
like something you would
hear in a Broadway musical
in a Rock/Pop selection.

The sister duo, who
received their first big break in
1998 with a song placement
on the “Prince of Egypt”
soundtrack, enlisted the help
of their long time producer
Warren Campbell (Erica’s
husband, not relation to Tina’s
husband) who produced Mary
Mary’s first two albums that
reached RIAA Gold and one,
the debut, reaching RIAA
Platinum status. Also on the
album is David Banner on
“Super Friend,” one of my
favorites songs on the album
which has a Pop sound and
Andrae Crouch, Tramaine
Hawkins, Walter Hawkins,
Dorinda Clark-Cole, Joe
Legon, Karen Clark-Cole,

Rance Allen and Daryl Coley
on “It will all be Worth it,”
another favorite of mine.

Also check out their “God
in me” selection which has a
Hip-Hop/R&B flavor and “I
Worship You,” a sweet anthem
of love for God.

“I want to hear some-
thing I enjoy and can dance
to,” Erica added about the

selections on their new CD.
“(People) over 50, can’t
understand…youth can
appreciate. We’ve been
banging records like this in
our church on Youth
Records (since they were
youth).”

Though I am about 50
years-old myself, I personal-
ly can understand their point

of view and I have always
been an advocate for “reach-
ing the unsaved on a level
that they can understand
where you are coming from
and what you are trying to
tell them.”

“In the life of Jesus He
spoke to them in a language
they could understand,”
Erica pointed out.

Best known for their
debut hit, “Shackles (Praise
you),” Mary Mary said they
believe that there is a
“divine” plan by God for
everyone. For Mary Mary
that plan was to spread his
Word by using their contem-
porary “sound.”

Learn more on the sister
duo at www.mary-mary.com.
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Church Directory

MARY MARY, from Page 1

COMING SOON TO ALLEN | ON APRIL 12, 2009

Senior Pastor, Timothy Jones
& First Lady, LaTonya Jones

200 W. Belmont | Allen, TX 75013
FBCA Campus

214.263.8590 | www.RockBridgeBC.com
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 10:00 A.M.

ROCKBRIDGE
BIBLE CHURCH

“Bridging the gap between God
and man through Jesus Christ”

Avenue F Church of Christ
1026 Avenue F • Plano, TX 75074

972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchrist.org

Ramon Hodridge, Minister

Early Sunday Morning .................8:00 am
Sunday Bible Class .......................9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship..........10:45 am
Evening Worship .........................3:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Class ................7:00 pm

Radio Program @ 7:30 am on
KHVN 970 AM Sunday Mornings


