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NDG CONTRIBUTOR

Dialing the numbers 2-
1-1 is one step closer for
the residents of Plano, Gar-
land, and Irving allowing
them to have their health
and human service needs
addressed. Since October
2001, the 2-1-1 Texas-
North Central Texas-Dal-

las Area Information Cen-
ter (AIC), has provided
twenty-four hour assis-
tance for North Texas resi-
dents. The cost is funded,
in part, by state funds, with
other funds provided by
United Way and private /
corporate donations.

BY RONWALTERS
(NNPA) It is time for

testing on several fronts as
the health care debate be-
comes the platform for a
general uprising over Pre-
sident Barack Obama's
governing program.

His very life is being
tested, as people like Wil-
liam Kostric, show up to a
New Hampshire Town
Hall meeting with a gun
strapped to his leg.

In an interview with
Kostric, he claimed his
right under New Hamp-
shire law to carry a
weapon openly, but he

also had a sign with him
carrying the words saying
that "it is time to water the
tree of liberty."

This was a Thomas
Jefferson quote that in-
ferred that liberty often re-
quired the shedding of
blood, and it had been the
same phrase carried by
Timothy McVeigh when
he blew up the federal
court house in Oklahoma
City several year ago.

The strange thing
about this is that there are
no news reports of the Se-
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Health Care Reform
Debate Takes Center

Stage in Dallas

Testing
Obama's Fortitude

State Partially Funding
2-1-1 Texas Infoline

Concerts To Help Single Moms Offset The Impact Of Recession

Cindy Cohen Named the Winner
of TV Land’s She’s Got the Look

(NDG Wire) House-
holds headed by single
mothers are one of the hard-
est hit segments in the eco-
nomic troubles. Unemploy-
ment during this recession
has been especially steep for
female heads of household,
and the impact has been
mind numbing for mothers
trying to raise children with-

out a support system and ad-
equate income.

Theresa Green, a Plano
mother of two, said, "I have
no idea what to do next. The
bottom has fallen out of my
life, and I am afraid of what
might happen to my family."

Green's story is echoed
by a flood of single mothers
who are struggling to keep

food on the table and a roof
over their heads. Last year, a
group of women formed The
Single Mothers Outreach
Project (SMOP) to provide
relief and support for wo-
men raising children alone.

The SMOP has an-
nounced a series of jazz con-
certs to raise awareness and
money to help single moth-

ers during this challenging
time. The Jazz Friday Series
is a monthly event, where
local visual artists, jazz mu-
sicians and a sommelier
come together to create a
night filled with entertain-
ment and enrichment.

Four concerts in the se-

See CONCERTS, Page 10

(NDG Wire) Plano's
Christ United Methodist
Church (CUMC) has been a
leader in the community for
30 years, with unique cross-
cultural missions projects
reaching across town and
around the world.

Now the church is at the
forefront of another move-
ment – CUMC is going
green. Not just the recycle-

your-trash green, but a
multi-million-dollar building
effort that, by summer 2010,
will result in the church
seeking to own the first
LEED-certified sanctuary in
Texas.

CUMC and its partners
at HH Architects and Rent-
enbach Constructors are
building a 60,000-square-
foot building at the corner of

Coit and Parker roads.
LEED, an acronym used

by the U.S. Green Building
Council, stands for Leader-
ship in Energy and Environ-
mental Design. It is a point-
based system that rates a
building's performance in
five areas: sustainable site
design, water efficiency, en-
ergy efficiency, materials se-
lection and indoor environ-

mental quality.
By using high-efficiency

irrigation and native plant-
ings, the church expects to
use 57 percent less exterior
water. Efficient plumbing
will cut internal water usage
by 42 percent. Improved in-
sulation, with efficient light-
ing, and heating and cooling

See CHURCH, Page 11

Plano Church Seeks Historic LEED Status
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BY RUTH FERGUSON
NDG EDITOR

Winfred Parnell, MD is
not only committed to pro-
viding his patients the best
health care as a local obste-
trician and gynecologist,
but he is also anadvocate for
healthcare reform. Speak-
ing Monday as a member of
the Community Panel on
Proposed Healthcare Re-
form, Parnell dismissed the
notion reform would lead to

socialized medicine with
assurance. "We will put to-
gether a uniquelyAmerican
program," he said. He also
reminded the audience of
the importance of getting
the right information out to
allow citizens to make a
more informed decision re-
garding which proposal
they support.

Parnell's concern is the
debate derails the reform
process and "we do noth-
ing." He challenges those
who do not want a public
option - fine - bring a solu-
tion for the public to con-
sider. Simply saying no is
not a solution.

In recent days the idea
proposed by Sen. Kent Con-
rad (R-ND) described as a
"nonprofit health care coop-
erative as an alternative to a
new government insurance
plan," commonly referred

to as co-ops, has gained mo-
mentum in the debate.
However, Parnell stated the
only successful version of a
medical co-op worked well
because it operated like an
insurance program. Many
feel the same issues would
persist under a co-op with-
out addressing the underly-
ing problems of affordable
access for everyone.

The Community Panel
included representatives
from Baylor and Parkland
hospitals, the business com-
munity and Aetna insur-
ance. They all agreed there
was a need for health care
reform. Parnell said, "Doc-
tors want it, patients want it
- who is between it?" He
feels critical political rheto-
ric be removed from the de-
bate.

Key elements for suc-
cessful reform will include
providing doctors and hos-
pitals incentives to work to-
gether, said Parnell. Stating

that what we have now is
"sick care," Parnell advo-
cates providing pay-for-
performance incentives.
Many have argued that by
making the public aware of
the quality of services pro-
vided in the medical com-
munity, an informed med-
ical consumer will receive
better care.

Parnell is one of the
founding physicians of Car-
los Parnell, Jones & Diaz in
Dallas. He is an active
member of the medical staff
at Medical City Hospital,
serving in leadership posi-
tions on numerous hospital
committees, and was Chief
of Staff during the 1995-
1996 term.

Receiving his Bachelor
of Science from Florida
A&MUniversity, Doctor of
Medicine from the Univer-
sity of Florida, he com-
pleted his internship and
residency at Parkland Me-
morial Hospital and UT

Southwestern Medical Cen-
ter. Parnell is a member of
North Dallas Community
Bible Fellowship. He and

his wife, Debra, are the
proud parents of twins
(Winfred and Wendy). He
enjoys traveling and skiing.

(NDG Wire) The Nati-
onal BarAssociation (NBA)
presented Georgia Attorney
General Thurbert Baker,
with its first annual Barack
Obama Political Leadership
Award at its 84th annual
meeting in San Diego, Cali-
fornia on Friday. The award
recognizes Baker's pioneer-
ing achievements as a pub-
lic servant and elected offi-
cial.

Baker, a Democrat from
Stone Mountain, is Geor-

gia's first African-American
Attorney General, having
served in the office since
1997. During this time, he
has been the only elected
African-American Attorney
General in the nation. He is
also the only African Amer-
ican to be elected by his col-
leagues to serve as the pres-
ident of the 102-year-old
National Association of At-
torneys General.

As Attorney General,
Baker has successfully man-

aged the state's legal affairs
for more than a decade. He
has always made protecting
families and children a top
priority. He promoted tough
new laws against sexual
predators who target chil-

dren via the Internet, and has
aggressively worked with
local prosecutors and police
to bring those who target
children online to justice.
Baker has also been a lead-
ing voice against domestic
violence. He fought to make
it a crime to commit an act
of domestic violence in the
presence of a child, and he's
worked with local law en-
forcement to fight family vi-
olence.

Prior to his service as
Attorney General, Baker
served for five terms in the
Georgia House of Represen-

tatives, including several
years as the Floor Leader for
then-Governor Zell Miller.
As Floor Leader, Baker led
the fight to pass some of the
most significant legislation
in modern Georgia history,
including the institution of
the state lottery and the lot-
tery-funded HOPE Scholar-
ship program.

He was the lead sponsor
of the largest tax cut in
Georgia’s history - the re-
moval of the state sales tax
on groceries. He also led the
fight to pass tough new laws
against drunk driving, stre-

ngthening the state's notori-
ously weak, outdated drunk
driving laws, and helped
bring Georgia to the fore-
front in the battle against
DUI.

Baker, now a Demo-
cratic candidate for Gover-
nor of Georgia, said, "I am
humbled and honored to be
the first person to receive
the National Bar Associa-
tion's Barack ObamaAward.
I hope to live up to the honor
by continuing to bring peo-
ple together to solve the
tough problems facing Geo-
rgia."

Editor Note: Tulisoma
South Dallas Book Fair and
Arts Festival Featured Au-
thor, see www.tulisoma.com
for more info.

Evelyn Palfrey is a na-
tive Texan and a lawyer
who writes romantic sus-
pense for the 'marvelously
mature' because romance is
just as sweet with a little
gray at the temple. She is
the author of four novels:
Three Perfect Men, The
Price of Passion, Danger-
ous Dilemmas and Every-
thing In Its Place. Her nov-
els deal with issues com-

mon to the middle passage
of life, and reflect her 25
years’ practice of criminal
and family law - and her
love of RV travel.

Palfrey began writing
fiction in 1995, driven by
the realization that although
many romance readers were
like her-at middle age and
starting a new phase of life-
they weren't represented as
romance heroines. Three
Perfect Menwas born as the
first book in a trilogy about
three women who had been
college roommates in the
60s. The Price of Passion, a

novel about marriage and
betrayal, followed the next
year. Her sister's remark
about the absence of full-
figured women as romance
heroines propelled her to
writeDangerous Dilemmas.
Her fourth novel, Every-
thing In Its Place, grew out
of recognition that many
women who thought they
had finished raising chil-
dren, are now raising grand-
children.

Her next venture is a
story in the anthology Cou-
gar Tales, with Sandra Kitt
and Laura Parker.

Palfrey's novels have
been on the Essence Maga-
zine bestseller list, the

BookSense '76 list, and have
been Black Expressions se-
lections. The Price of Pas-
sion was awarded Best
Multicultural Book by Ro-
mantic Times Magazine.

Palfrey's story The Lady
at the Bus Stop was pub-
lished in Chicken Soup for
the African-American Soul,
and her story Mama's
Hands was published in
Chicken Soup for the
African American Woman's
Soul. She has also been a
contributor to Black Issues
Book Review.

Palfrey was nominated
for a Career Achievement
Award by Romantic Times.
She has served on the Board

of Directors of the
Austin Public Li-
brary Foundation,
Travis County
Lawyer Referral
Service, Austin
C o m m u n i t y
Radio, Inc., Texas
Municipal Courts
Education Center
and the State Bar
of Texas. She is
currently on the
Board of the Writ-
ers League of
Texas and is active
with Austin Ro-
mance Writers of
America.

Visit Palfrey's website
for more information about

her books: http://www.Pal-
freypalfrey.com.
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Twenty Companies Have Pulled
Advertising from Fox's Glenn Beck
(NDG Wire) Eight more

of Glenn Beck’s advertisers,
including Wal-Mart have
confirmed to ColorOfChange
.org their ads were pulled
from the controversial Fox
News Channel broadcaster's
epon-ymous show. Allergan
(maker of Restasis), Ally
Bank (a unit of GMAC Fi-
nancial Services), Best Buy,
Broadview Security, CVS,
Re-Bath, Travelocity and
Wal-Mart join the dozen
other companies who previ-
ously distanced themselves
from Beck.

Twenty companies have
pulled their ads from Beck's
show in just the last two
weeks. The moves come after
the Fox News host called
President Barack Obama a
"racist" who "has a deep-
seated hatred for white peo-
ple" during an appearance on
Fox & Friends. Previous co-
mpanies who pulled their ads
include ConAgra, GEICO,
Lawyers.com, Men's Wear-
house, Procter & Gamble,
Progressive Insurance, Ra-
dioShack, Roche, SC John-
son, Sanofi-Aventis, Sargento

and State Farm Insurance.
"We are heartened to see

so many corporate citizens
step up in support of our cam-
paign against Glenn Beck,"
said James Rucker, executive
director of ColorOfChange
.org. "Their action sends a
clear a message to Glenn
Beck: broadcasters shouldn't
abuse the privilege they enjoy
by spewing dangerous and
racially char-ged hate lan-
guage over the air. No matter
their political affiliation, hate
language doesn't belong in
our national dialogue."

David Tovar, a spoke-
sperson for Wal-Mart, in an
email to ColorOfChange
.org said "Walmart [sic]
today confirmed the retailer
pulled ads from the Glenn
Beck show on August 3rd,"

"While advertising on
Fox is part of our communi-
cation plan, we had not re-
quested time on Glenn Beck's
show specifically," said Car-
olyn Castel, vice president of
Corporate Co-mmunications
for CVS Caremark, in an
email to ColorOfChange.org.
"We have instructed our ad-

vertising agency to inform
Fox to ensure Glenn Beck's
program is not part of our ad-
vertising plan."

Our position is simple,"
Castel continued. "We sup-
port vigorous debate, espe-
cially around policy issues
that affect millions of Ameri-
cans, but we expect it to be
informed, inclusive and re-
spectful, in keeping with our
company's core values and
commitment to diversity."

In an email to Color
OfChange.org, Lisa Svac-
Hawks, director of public re-
lations for Best Buy, stated
that any advertisements for
Best Buy placed on Glenn
Beck's show were done so in
error. Svac-Hawks pledged
that Best Buy will correct any
mistakes made.

"We did not specifically
place our ad on the show,"
said Amanda Borichevsky, a
spokesperson for Travelocity
in an email to Colo-
rOfChange.org. "We buy ads
in bulk and then they are
placed somewhat randomly.
However, we have now
specifically asked that our

ads do not appear during this
show."

"We reviewed our com-
mercial schedule, and based
on your feedback, we've put
any programming featuring
Glenn Beck on our "do not
air" list," said Aziz Motti-
wala, senior marketing man-
ager forAllergan, in an email
to ColorOfChange.org. "This
means that you will no longer
see any Restasis ads during
programming featuring Gle-
nn Beck. Thanks again for
bringing this to our atten-
tion."

"Ally advertises on a
broad spectrum of programs
to reach our potential cus-
tomers," said a customer care
representative for Ally Bank.
"Our advertising is not an en-
dorsement of editorial con-
tent on any program. We
have ceased to advertise on
the Glenn Beck program."

In a phone conversation
with Dwayne Sigler, Senior
Vice President of Marketing
for Broadview Security Sys-
tems, Sigler told Color

See ADVERTISING, Page 11

cret Service securing this
individual quickly, given
that the President of the
United States was there.
Federal law, which should
taken precedent in that case,
prohibits any citizens from
threatening the President of
the United States, and Kos-
tric most certainly would
have seemed threatening
having a loaded weapon on
his person.

Rather than the media
denouncing such practices
and the vitriol that has ac-
companied these town hall
meetings, they appear to
want more drama, follow-
ing the president out to
town hall meetings in the
Mid-West in anticipation he
will be confronted person-
ally.

He has done well in
those settings, but you
could not tell it from the
subsequent reportage.

Rather than praising him for
his clarity in explaining dif-
ficult concepts of health
care that are on the table, he
is being chastised for not
having said this or that,
done this or that, and taking
little leadership. Where
have these people been?
What guides their conclu-
sions?

But it is more difficult to
handle a debate where fear-
mongering is the most po-
tent resource and where the
confusion around the lack
of a settled piece of legisla-
tion feeds into the fear and
indecision.

The insurance industry
is a master at this. They
have fielded television ads
that appear to support re-
form, but are larded with
subtle questions that pro-
pose to support a "bi-parti-
san" solution, meaning a so-
lution that is favored by Re-

publicans as well as De-
mocrats.

That is increasingly un-
likely as one can see by the
leadership in the Senate of
Grassley of Iowa, the mi-
nority leader on the Senate
Finance Committee who is
working with the Chair,
Max Baucus.

Baucus is already com-
promised because he re-
ceived more money from
the health care industry than
any other senator except for
Grassley, but his deference
to Grassley makes it all the
worse.

So, the issue is whether
Obama will have the guts to
stand up to them or negoti-
ate reform away, seeking to
get anything to set him up
for re-election in 2012.

Already, the wheels of
the "government option"
seem to be coming off. This
measure had been sold as a

mechanism to provide com-
petition to the 1,300 health
insurance companies to
bring down costs.

Now his secretary of
health is saying that if the
same thing can be achieved
without this option, it might
be done.

Obama needs to not be
intimidated, but to under-
stand the raucous town hall
meetings as nothing more
than the massive rant of
those who lost the election,
that things will clarify when
there is a bill and theAmer-
ican people will most prob-
ably swing behind it and
him.

Dr. Ron Walters is Pro-
fessor of Government and
Politics Emeritus at the
University of Maryland.
His latest book is: The Price
of Racial Reconciliation
(University of Michigan
Press).



(NDG Wire) For over 15
years Citizens Development
Center (CDC) has hosted the
Dash for Dignity at White
Rock Lake in celebration of
adults with disabilities. CDC
exists to empower men and
women with disabilities to

achieve their highest level of
employability. This year's
event will be on October 10
at Winfrey Point on White
Rock Lake, with registration
at 7:30 a.m. TXU Energy and
CDC are calling on all run-
ners to participate in the TXU

Energy Dash for Dignity, a
5K timed event. There will
also be a 1-mile fun run,
walk, roll or push for partici-
pants of all abilities. In the
Dallas area there are more
than 350,000 people with dis-
abilities and approximately

half of those individuals
175,000 are at employment
age. Individuals with a dis-
ability face an unemployment
rate six to seven times higher
than the normal rate because
of discrimination in the hir-
ing process.

"Having TXU Energy as
a partner on this event shows
their strong commitment to
the community they serve,
and we look forward to a
record number of participants
this year," said Gaylord
Thomas, executive director

of CDC.
For more information

about the TXU Energy Dash
for Dignity or Citizens De-
velopment Center, contact
Phyllis Fleming at pflem-
ing@cdcdallas.org or call
214-637-2911.
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TXU Energy & Citizens Development Center
Host 16th Annual Dash for Dignity

INFOLINE, continued fromPage 1
The objective for 2-1-1

Texas-North Central Texas
-Dallas AIC is to provide
assistance for residents (but
not limited to) needing
basic need services, physi-
cal and mental health re-
sources, employment serv-
ices, support for seniors and
persons with disabilities,
and support for children,
youth and families. It also
connects callers needing in-
formation for state benefits
and reporting waste, fraud
and abuse.

The Dallas region ser-
ves as one of twenty-five
AICs across the state. The
North Central Texas-Dallas
region covers an eight
county area consisting of
Collin, Dallas, Denton,
Ellis, Hunt, Kaufman, Nav-
arro and Rockwall counties.

2-1-1 Texas-North Cen-
tral Texas AIC is also a part
of the Governor's Emer-
gency Response Plan mak-

ing it a call center hub for
Texas residents needing as-
sistance with information
for evacuation routes, shel-
ter locations and other per-
tinent information during a
natural disaster.

It receives approxi-
mately 20,000 to 46,000
calls a month, depending on
the time of year. According
to Debby Tho-rnton, direc-
tor of 2-1-1 Texas Re-
sources and Technology, the
call center in the Dallas re-
gion took 13,000 calls in
July, and eighty percent of
those calls were residents
requesting information
and/or referrals for basic
need services. Basic need
services include assistance
with food, clothing, rent
and utility assistance.

"Basic needs assistance
is always our number one
request from callers. At this
time we have not seen a sig-
nificant increase in cal-lers

requesting assistance for
basic needs since the recent
recession," said Thornton.

The annual budget is
approximately $1.2 million
dollars. The allocation of
those funds includes the hir-
ing and training of a
twenty-team member staff,
overseeing the resource
database and managing the
sophisticated Voice Over IP
network. The resource data-
base and call specialist
training meet the standards
of Alliance of Information
and Referral Systems
(AIRS).

2-1-1 Texas Specialists
must complete a total of
forty hours of training be-
fore handling a call. The
training involves instructing
the call center team in deal-
ing with customers whose
issues include depression,
suicide, mental disabilities
and illiteracy. Call Special-
ists can work toward pass-

ing the Certified Informa-
tion and Referral Specialist
(CIRS) test administered by
AIRS. The purpose for
CIRS is to ensure a consis-
tency of professional stan-
dards is maintained.

2-1-1 Texas AIC call
specialists prioritize the
callers' needs, identify and

offer appropriate resources
using the Alliance database
system, provide advocacy
for those needing extra sup-
port in accessing services,
and perform follow-up to
all crisis calls.

AIRS is a national asso-
ciation in partnership with
United Way and serves as a

professional umbrella for
all Information and Referral
(I&R) providers in both pri-
vate and public organiza-
tions. AIRS is the leader of
the 2-1-1 movement that
has transferred access for
human services through

City of Dallas Program
Receives $700,000 Grant
(NDG Wire) The U.S.

Department of Housing and
Urban Development awar-
ded a grant of $721,000 to
the City of Dallas, through
the Housing Opportunities
for People with AIDS
(HOPWA) Program.

The grant is a perma-
nent supportive housing re-
newal grant that will con-

tinue providing 28 units of
permanent housing for
post-incarcerated people
who are living with
HIV/AIDS.

"I am pleased that the
City of Dallas will receive
this funding, so that it can
continue to provide com-
prehensive outreach to of-
fenders who are reentering

society," Congresswoman
Eddie Bernice Johnson
said. "Reentry programs
strengthen our community
and make it safer."

Project Reconnect, a
City of Dallas program that
provides outreach to people
who have been incarcer-
ated, will receive the fund-
ing.

See INFOLINE, Page 16
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Remington College Offers Complimentary Hair Cuts for Kids
(NDG Wire) With the

start of school approaching,
parents will soon be spend-
ing money on backpacks,
notebooks, pencils, clothes
and other necessities to get
kids ready for the new
school year. Remington Col-
lege wants to provide par-
ents with one thing they will
not have to pay for - a hair-

cut at Remington College.
Remington College-Dal-

las Campus is holding an
event called Cuts for Kids,
where children (17 years old
and under) can get compli-
mentary haircuts from in-
structors and students in the
Cosmetology program.

The Cosmetology pro-
gram tea-ches students the

art of hair, skin and nail care
through traditional class-
room instruction and hands-
on training in The Salon at
Remington, which allows
students to work with real
clients.

The event runs fromAu-
gust 18 to August 29. Par-
ents can make appointments
by calling Remington Col-

lege-Dallas Campus at 972-
698-3890 or just walk in.
The salon is open Tuesday
through Friday 9:30 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. and Saturday from
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

"Times are tough for a
lot of families, and getting
kids ready for the start of
school can cost a lot of
money," said Skip Walls,

Remington College-Dallas
Campus president. "Cuts for
Kids is a way for us to help
parents save some money
and help kids look and feel
their best."

Adults who bring a child
in for Cuts for Kids will get
50% off select salon serv-
ices for themselves, includ-
ing haircuts, styling and nail

care. See campus for de-
tails.

"It seems like something
so small, but something like
a haircut can help boost a
child's confidence," said-
Walls.

Remington College-Dal-
las Campus is located at
1800 Eastgate Drive in Gar-
land.

We live in a society judg-
ing us from the outside in and
why not? We see what we
see, and we base decisions on
the outside. If that were not
true, then why are there so
many issues with theAfrican
American culture, Muslim
religion and over-weight peo-
ple. And what about "ugly"
people? I will try and use this

term lightly because I do not
want to offend anyone. Nor
am I putting down anyone
who believes they are ugly. I
am just trying to make you
visualize, as the reader, my
point.

Yes, it is true the thin
pretty girl gets the job
quicker, get the looks more
often and gets the boy's at-
tention that much faster.
However, they appear to me
to be the loneliest. Why? Be-
cause they are so misunder-
stood. Because of their looks,
they are immediately put in a

category of what I call "the
untouchables." You know
what I mean. You have read
stories. But how do we take
the average "Joe" or "Josey"
and transform them.Well, we
usually think make-up, a
good diet or even plastic sur-
gery can do it.

In reality, what is most
important is what we eat. Ok!
I know, broccoli will not get
us on the cover of Vogue, but
it will do wonders for our
self-esteem. That is where it
begins.

Think about this for a

moment - we all drive a car
and we try very hard to keep
our car running. Our aim is
to avoid a breakdown, or,
God forbid, be forced to pur-
chase another vehicle. So we
check the tires, change the oil
and put the proper gasoline in
at least once a week...right?

Would you ever think
about putting sugar in your
gas tank, ignore a flat tire or
how about never cleaning the
dirty windows?

NEVER!! So why do we
treat ourselves like "xxxx"
(you fill in the blank)

Maybe because we don't
see the poor results right
away, but they are there.
They are beginning a down-
ward spiral that will catch up
to us eventually and Bam -
we are sick.

How did this happen?
Yeah! We all do it, but it is
time readers, it is time to
make a better choice. If we
want ugly to go away, we
have to do something about
it. Start eating right, take care
of your insides, and amaz-
ingly we will have the
strength and the will to take

care of the outside.
Then before we know it,

our mental attitude will com-
bine with our physical atti-
tude, and we will be able to
do anything we set our minds
to.

And then the word "ugly"
will only be used to describe
something creepy crawly.
Trust me readers, it can hap-
pen. Try it, even for one
month, and see what hap-
pens.

Suzette Audia can be
reached at (972) 489-3536 or
hairtalk@aol.com.

Suzette
Audia

Beauty Is Not Skin Deep, And Do Not Let Anyone Tell You It Is
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Kroger Food Store Shoppers Can Help Raise Funds for the UNCF
BY RUTH FERGUSON
NDG EDITOR

Kroger Food Stores will
once again support the

United Negro College Fund
(UNCF) through its Neigh-
bor to Neighbor Donation
Program. Customers can

help UNCF raise
money each time
they shop and use
their Kroger Plus
Card.

Kroger selects
community part-

ners to particiapte in the
program.

Each nonprofit can in-
vite their supporters to link
their Kroger Plus Card to
the program by bringing a
copy of the UPC bar code to
their local store. Once
scanned, each time the cus-
tomer shops at Kroger their
total will be tagged for

UNCF. At the end of the
program period, the totals
for each charity will be an-
alyzed and a percentage of
the $1 million Kroger do-
nates annually will be dis-
tributed. The program earn-
ing period ends April 30,
2010.

For example, when all
of the purchases for the

tagged Kroger Plus Cards
are tallied, if five percent of
those receipts received were
from supporters of UNCF,
the college fund would re-
ceive five percent of the al-
located funds.

To participate take a
copy of the unique barcode
to the left to a Kroger. The
cashier will scan upon

checkout with your Kroger
Plus Card - and you are
done. Going forward,
whenever you shop at
Kroger using your Kroger
Plus card, a percentage of
your purchase will be do-
nated to UNCF. The sooner
you sign up the sooner
UNCF can begin to earn
needed funds.

A&E's Interventionist
VanVonderen Visiting Collin College
(NDG Wire) Collin Col-

lege will host one of the hosts
from the A&E show Inter-
vention at an upcoming lec-
ture.

Jeff VanVonderen, re-
nowned consultant and inter-
ventionist, will speak Mon-
day, Aug. 24, at 7:30 p.m., at
the Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center, 2800 E.
Spring Creek Parkway in
Plano.

VanVonderen has more
than 25 years of working
with individuals, families and

organizations in areas of ad-
diction, family systems and
recovery.

He is one of the featured
interventionists on the Em-
my nominated A&E pro-
gram, and he has published
six books including Good
News for the Chemically De-
pendent Families, Where
Grace is in Place, When
God's People Let You Down,
Tired of Trying to Measure
Up, The Subtle Power of
Spiritual Abuse and Soul Re-
pair: Rebuilding a Spiritual

Life.
VanVonderen also has

been interviewed on radio
and TV programs across the
country.

The event is free and
open to the public. VanVon-
deren's visit is sponsored by
Collin College's Prevent
Abuse and Use of Substances
by Education and Student
Life.

For more information,
call Michael Gregorash at
(972) 377-1788.

Collin College Nursing
Students Awarded Scholarships

(NDG Wire) A trio of
Collin College nursing
students received scholar-
ships from the Foundation
of the National Student
Nurses' Association, Inc.

Ying Cui, of Plano,
and Julie Rosentel, of
Allen, were each awarded
the Promise of Nursing
for Dallas/Fort Worth
Scholarship. The scholar-
ships total $1,500 each.

Linda Franklin, of
Celina, was awarded the
McKesson Scholarship
from the Foundation for
$1,000.

The three students are
due to graduate in May
2010 from the Collin Col-

lege nursing program.
"Collin College has a

large number of very tal-
ented students," Dr. Nell
Ard, director of the Collin
College nursing program,
said. "These three provide
a shining example of the
caliber of students at
Collin College and demon-
strates a combination of
academic achievement as
well as service to the com-
munity and active partici-
pation in student organiza-
tions."

Since 1974, the Foun-
dation has awarded over $2
million in scholarships to
undergraduate nursing stu-
dents.

NSNA, founded in
1952, is a nonprofit organ-
ization for students en-
rolled in associate, bac-
calaureate, diploma, and
generic graduate nursing
programs. It is dedicated to
fostering the professional
development of nursing
students.

The organization has
over 50,000 members in 50
states, the District of Co-
lumbia, Guam, Puerto Rico
and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

For more information
about the Collin College
nursing program, visit
www.ccccd.edu/acade-
mics/programs/nursing.ht
ml.



BY RUTH FERGUSON
NDG EDITOR

Laura Bruton, deputy
center director of the North
Texas Job Corps, was the
featured speaker at the
Collin County Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce on
August 11, at the San
Miguel Grill in McKinney.

Following a welcome
and introduction, Bruton
provided an overview enti-
tled The New North Texas
Job Corps. She answered
questions from the office
regarding the program's
services. The meeting
closed with announcements
and door prizes.

The Collin County His-
panic Chamber of Com-
merce objectives are to
serve as a resource for His-
panic businesses in the area
and work together "to have
a common voice for the im-
portant events and relation-
ships that affect our com-
mercial activities," accord-
ing to the organization's

website.
The next meeting is

scheduled for September 15
at Carolina's Mexican Cui-
sine at 3310 N. Central
Expy. For more informa-
tion visit www.cchcham-
ber.org or call the chamber
offices at (972) 548-2608.

Arts & Entertainment Community Spotlight
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$65 Traffic
Ticket Defense
CRIMINAL
CASES

Misdemeanor
DWI • Felony
Juvenile Law

Suspended Driver’s License

CAR
ACCIDENTS
Personal Injury
18 Wheeler
Accidents

* If you qualify fees quoted above are
Minimum Down payment needed to
begin processing your case.

$99
*DIVORCE

Custody Battles | Paternity
Tests | Child Support

Name Change

LAW SUITS
Medical Malpractice

Discrimination
Civil Litigations

Sexual Harassment

IMMIGRATION LAW
Phones answered until 10pm
Open Saturday & Sunday!

214-631-4330
2710 N. Stemmons Fwy. #1100

Dallas, TX 75207
Law Office of

Clement Umeakuana, P.C.

All One Debt Settlement

Free Consultation
“Relief is Just Around the Corner”“Relief is Just Around the Corner”

WE handle the STRESS so you don’t have toWE handle the STRESS so you don’t have to

Dennis Fisher
(214) 518-1752 | Fax (972) 224-5931

dfisher@allonedebtsettlement.com
www.allonedebtsettlement.com
SERVICES WE OFFER
• Settle your debt for a

fraction of the balance.
• Eliminate high-interest

rates and late fees.
• Save you money.
• Help you avoid

Bankruptcy.
• Relieve your Debt Stress!

Debt that can be included
• Credit Cards
• Medical Bills
• Personal Loans
• Old Utility Bills
• Repossessed Vehicle Loans
• Charge Offs
• Collection Accounts
• Judgements
• Some Deparment Store

Debt

Former NDG Intern
Awarded Scholarship

BY RUTH FERGUSON
NDG EDITOR

Toi Pearson of Allen
was awarded a scholarship
for 2009/2010 from the
Former Students Associa-
tion of Texas Woman's
University (TWU), Den-
ton, Texas. Pearson is a
senior majoring in dance at
TWU.

In the 2008 summer,
Pearson served as an edito-
rial intern for the North
Dallas Gazette. Her re-
sponsibilities included or-
ganizing photo archives,
business contacts, distrib-

uting mail, and maintaining
an up-to-date community
calendar. The North Dallas
Gazette staff is delighted to
learn of Pearson's contin-
ued success in pursuit of
her education.

Toi Pearson

Darryl Ewing, Reliant Energy, presents a $5,000 check
to Deno Harris, Dallas ISD Director of Community Rela-
tions. The check is for the purchase of school supplies for Dal-
las ISD elementary and middle school students who otherwise
might not have adequate supplies for the school year. Reliant
Energy collected additional supplies for elementary and mid-
dle schools students Monday, Aug. 17 through the company's
inaugural "Lights On!" School Supply Drive for Dallas ISD,
where Dallas residents donated supplies at nine different drop-
off sites throughout the city.

Collin County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
Hosts North Texas Job Corps Director

(L-R) Estella Prettellini, handles Public Relations for the Rotary Club of Plano, Latin
America; Hosea Crastro Srenzel; (Center) M. Beatriz Von Borsig, Founder/President,
Rotary Club of Plano, Latin America, USA; unidentified female guest and Humberto
Rodriquez, President of the Collin County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.

Marchalee White & Laura Bruton, North Texas Job
Corps

Carol Rodriquez, CCHCC Founder & Board of Direc-
tors Member
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Community Calendar Visit www.NorthDallasGazette.com and click on Community Calendar for more events!

Ongoing
African American Repub-
lican Club of Collin County
meets 3rd Tuesday of every
month at 7 pm. (Doors open
at 6:30 pm.) Collin County
Republican Party HQ. 8416
Stacy Road, McKinney. Call
FredMoses at 972-618-7027
or fred@tes.com for more in-
formation.

Collin County Black
Chamber of Commerce,
September 10. CCBCC
General Meetings for Sum-
mer Quarter, McKinney
Public Library, 101 E.
Hunt Street McKinney

Collin County Black
Chamber of Commerce:
Monthly Lunch & Learn -
August 20 & September
17, $15 for members, $20
for non-members, 11:00am
until 1:00pm at the El Fenix
Restaurant, 3450 S. Central
Expressway, McKinney.
Info: (469) 424-0120.

DFW Financially Em-
powered Women meet
monthly for lunch or dinner
and a fun, informative sem-
inar on various financial
topics. For info: 469-942-
0809 or meeetup.com/378.

Marriage Prep Class 1st
Saturdays monthly. 423
West Wheatland Rd. Suite
101, Duncanville. $10 fee
for materials. For info call
Karen Duval at 972-709-
1180.

No Limit Network Busi-
ness Networking Lunch 1st
Thursday at 11:30 am - 12:30
pm every Thursday at Texas
Land & Cattle Steak House
3945 N. Central Expy. Plano
Must RSVP at www.TheNo-
LimitNetwork.com or 972-
898-5882.

The National Business
Women Enterprise Net-
work (NBWEN) Learning
Over Lunch Series: 4th
Saturdays, 11am-1pm, Re-
MarkableAffairs Cafe, 2727
LBJ Freeway, Suite 140,
Dallas, $20 for members;
$35 for non-members, $5 off

for early bird registration.
See http://nbwenorg.ning
.com.

Summer Melange: Bus-
iness, Pleasure & Charity
Networking Event Free
every 2nd and 4th Friday,
5:00 pm to 10:00 pm at
Prince Bistro, 1201 E. Spring
Creek Pkwy, Ste. 100, Plano.
Info: 972-422-9078 melange
@cause360group.com

Summer 2009
Seniors Active in Learning
hosting annual summer se-
ries including Brown Bag
lecture series and a variety of
classes and other activities.
Info: 972-985-3788, wj-
martin@ccccd.edu or www.
ccccd.edu/sailsite .

Thru October 25
The George Washington
Carver: An Extraordinary
ManWithAMighty Vision
Exhibit at TheAfricanAmer-
ican Museum, 3536 Grand
Avenue, Historic Fair Park,
Dallas, 214-565-9026, $5
Adults, $2 Children
www.aamdallas.org

August 21 - August 22
Half Price Sale: Divine
Consign Children's and
Maternity Consignment
Sale 9am-8pm Admission
is free. Info: Tina Teutsch
214-513-2838, divinecon-
sign@hotmail.com , www.
divineconsign.net

August 21-23
“The 3rd Annual Fort
Worth MusicFest” featur-
ing legendary billboard-
topping bands Morris Day
and the Time, The Bar-
Kays and The Zapp Band.
This three-day outdoor
music event will take place
in Fort Worth. Kids under
the age of 10 get in free.
For tickets and info:
www.fwmusicfestival.org
or 817.923-9300.

August 21
Gospel Jam featuring
Christian comedian Kenn
Coxx and musical guests.
$10 pre-sale/$15 door. Info:
Kyle Miller at 972-821-

9930 or TheGospelJam
.com.

August 22
2009 Urban League of
Greater Dallas Annual
Gala will feature The Blue
Notes, previously known as
Harold Melvin and the
Blue Notes at the Hilton
Anatole, 2201 Stemmons
Freeway at 6:30 pm Info:
(214) 915-4600 or purchase
tickets at the Urban League
Headquarters, 4315 South
Lancaster Road, Dallas

August 26
A Beka Book Home
SchoolAhome school cur-
riculum and text book sale.
Admission is Free, 11am to
3pm; Info: Mickey Pierce
at 800-613-3222 Ext. 67 or
www.abeka.org

Garland Mayor's Even-
ing In ~ 5-7 p.m. City Hall,
200 North Fifth Street To
reserve a time slot call 972-
205-2471 or email edat-
tamo@ci.garland.tx.us

August 28-30
Tulisoma South Dallas
Book Fair&Arts Festival
Tulisoma, Swahili for "we
read," a community based
literary festival promoting
literacy and the arts. Speak-
ers include Dallas DA
Craig Watkins, poet Sonia
Sanchez and romance au-
thor Evelyn Palfrey. Hosted
at the African American
Musuem and other venues,
visit www.tulisoma.com

August 29
Greater Games Gather-
ing 8am.- 11:30pm.Admis-
sion: $15 at the door. Info:
469-277-2417, info@g3
con.org or www. g3con
.org.

The Metroplex Economic
Development Corp. is host-
ing a housing fair event, A
Time To Own II, 10am-
3pm at Clay Academy,
3303 Potter’s House Way,
Dallas. Info: 972-708-6400
Neighborhood Advisory
Commission & City of Car-

rollton Community Serv-
ices hosting a Neighbor-
hood Involvement Forum
for Involved Neighbors
from 8:30 am to 11:30 am
at Josey Ranch Lake Li-
brary (1700 Keller Springs
Road). Info: 973-466-4299
or cityofcarrollton.com/
comdevelopment.

LaToya Watkins, In Love
with Losers Booksigning
11:30AM at Jokae's Book-
store 3223 Camp Wisdom
Road, Dallas

LaToya Watkin, In Love
with Losers Booksigning
2:00 PM at Borders, 5500
Greenville Avenue, Dallas

September 2
Plano Career Fair Meet
with Plano and Dallas area
employers 10am to 2pm.
To see a complete list of
jobs available and to pre-
register www.choicecareer-
fairs.com. Admission is
free. For more information
call 830-393-7401

September 5-6
2009 City of Bedford
Labor Day Blues & BBQ
Festival a feast for the
senses. The two-day event
returns with an entertaining
lineup of local talent, blues
legends Buddy Guy and
The Fabulous Thunder-
birds and a $10,000
barbecue cook-off. Gates
open at 2 pm each day

September 10
The Plano City Council
Neighborhood Round-
table - District 4, 7:00 pm -
9:00 pm at the Plano Sports
Authority StarCenter, 6500
Preston Meadow

September 13
Plano Bridal Show 12:00
pm to 5 pm. Admission is
$10 for adults, children 14
and under $5 (includes tod-
dlers & infants). Info: 972-
713-9920 or www.bridal
showsinc.com
September 17
Capacity Building with
Grants Expo: Meet non-

profit groups, educators,
successful grant writers,
and share strategies. From
8am to 5pm Admission
$39 Info: Tasa Anderson at
903-639-4519 or www
.grantexperts.info

September 18 - 20
EDS Credit Union Plano
Balloon Festival at Oak
Point Park, 2801 E. Spring
Creek Parkway.Admission:
$8 Day Ticket (allows re-
admission during the day);
$5 SingleAdmission Event
Ticket, Special $4 Discount
Ticket between 9 am & 3
pm Saturday & Sunday.
Kids under 36" free. Sen-
iors 65 & older $1 off any
ticket price. Info: Jo Via at
(972) 867-7566 or www.
planoballoonfest.org

September 18
Jazz Friday featuring
Faith Band 7:00 - 10:00
pm, 13342 Midway Road
Suite 250 at ArtFest Intl,
Dallas. Tickets: $10 - $25,
email stephanie@stephani-
estips.com for paypal link
and e-ticket.

September 23 - 26
Life Enrichment Boot
Camp Admission Fee:
$200 per person. From 6pm
to 11pm Info: David
Bishop at 214-736-9991,
www.lifeenrichmentboot-
camp.com or www.mar-
riagebootcamp.com

September 26
City of Garland is hosting
Healthy Living Expo

September 30
Annual Celebration of
Enterprise Business Expo
Awards Luncheon at
11:30am-1pm, Business
Expo 10 am-3:00pm, VIP
Reception 10:30-11:30 am
Luncheon tickets are
$45and a table of 10 is
$400; after August 14th
Luncheon tickets are $65
and a table of 10 is $600.
Admission to the Business
Expo is open to the public
and Free. Info: 972-612-
2425 or www.celebra-

tionofenterprise.com

Garland Mayor's Even-
ing In ~ 5-7 p.m. City Hall,
200 North Fifth Street To
reserve a time slot, call
972-205-2471 or email
edattamo@ci.garland.tx.us

October 2
Envogue is performing at
the SWA State Fair Classic
Pre-Game at the Cotton
Bowl

October 16
Jazz Friday featuring
Freddie Jones Band 7:00 -
10:00 p.m., 13342 Midway
Road Suite 250 at ArtFest
International, Dallas. Tick-
ets: $10 -$25, email steph
anie@stephaniestips.com
for paypal link and e-ticket.

October 17
A Taste Of Plano 12:00 -
8:00 pm. Activities include
food samples for purchase,
qine tastings, demos, music
and more. visitdowntown-
plano.com.

October 24
Collin County Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce
10th Anniversary Gala at
the Hilton Garden Inn
Hotel & Conference Cen-
ter, 705 Central Express-
way South, inAllen at 7 pm
$90 for a single ticket, $150
for two and $720 for a table
for eight. Info: www.
cchchamber.org or 972-
548-2608.

October 27
Jobing.com Career Expo
Will Rogers Coliseum,
3401 W. Lancaster, Ft.
Worth, 12 noon – 5 pm

November 27
Jazz Friday featuring Cat
Garner Trio 7:00 - 10:00
pm, 13342 Midway Road
Suite 250 at ArtFest Inter-
national, Dallas. Tickets:
$10 -$25, email stephanie
@stephaniestips.com for
paypal link and e-ticket.



BY RUTH FERGUSON
NDG EDITOR

Monday's healthcare re-
form town hall meeting in
Dallas was moved to ac-
commodate overwhelming
public demand for free tick-
ets, the crowd inside was
much tamer than it was out-
side.

In a low-key panel dis-
cussion, U.S. Representa-
tives Eddie Bernice John-
son (D-TX) and Pete Ses-
sions (R-TX) presented op-
posing ideas on healthcare
reform and fielded audience
questions. Each reiterated
their parties' positions on
the subject and, at times,
gave their emotionally
charged opinions.

In her opening remarks
Johnson described the need
for healthcare reform as a
"moral obligation to ensure
universal access." She said
Texas has the highest rate of
uninsured people in the
United States, with some at
risk of bankruptcy due to
healthcare costs.

Johnson said she has
read each of the three bills
currently under considera-
tion in the U.S. House of
Representatives, and she fa-
vors the public option,
which she described as an
opportunity for the unin-
sured to go into a pool and

purchase affordable cover-
age.

Sessions said the public
option is a form of "social-
ized medicine," to which
Johnson immediately re-
sponded "better than noth-
ing," to the applause of
many in the audience.

Johnson, who is a regis-
tered nurse, previously
worked in psychiatric serv-
ices at the Veterans Admin-
istrations Hospital in Dal-
las. She is the 30th Con-
gressional District of Texas
representative. This in-
cludes Downtown Dallas,
Fair Park, Oak Lawn, East

Dallas, Pleasant Grove,
South Oak Cliff, and other
areas. Johnson said there
are over 220,000 uninsured
within her district.

For the uninsured, pre-
ventative and primary care

is lacking for many because
they do not seek medical at-
tention until they are very
sick and show up in the
emergency room, said Jo-
hnson. She stated this re-
sults in several tests - at a
cost to the public - because
emergency room profes-
sionals have no prior med-
ical history for the patient.

Johnson said she wants
health care reform to ad-
dress quality care and sta-
bility for patients despite
their income level. Johnson
would like to eliminate pre-
existing clauses and ensure
coverage when there are

changes in employment.
She said people should not
be forced to stay in undesir-
able jobs just to maintain
insurance coverage.

Sessions agreed there is
a healthcare problem, but
said he is concerned that the
current proposals will pro-
vide a huge cost shift to the
federal government. Instead
of a public option, he pro-
posed actions such as dou-
bling the funding for the
National Institute of Health,
whose research in recent
years has paved the way for
significant decreases in
deaths due to cancer, heart
attacks and high cholesterol

Citing what he consid-
ered Republican healthcare
success, Sessions said Med-
icare prescription reform
has led to $4 prescription
co-pays. He also said the
health savings account,
which allows participants to
deposit pre-tax monies is a
Republican success.And he
repeatedly referred to ex-
panding the program by al-
lowing individuals to enjoy
the same tax benefits all

corporations re-
ceive.

Sessions ad-
vocates patient
controlled cover-
age, which he
said would give
insurance porta-
bility, allowing
them to keep the
same insurance
provider year to
year. He also
called for na-
tional tort reform
to eliminate the
$150 billion per
year spent in
lawsuits.

Sessions be-
lieves the current
proposals are too
ambitious, as
they tackle 220
million who have good in-
surance, rather than simply
addressing the 46 million
who lack coverage. He said
everyone will be heavily
taxed, and about 120 mil-
lion people will be shifted
to the public option by their
employer, not by choice.

Sessions stated care will
suffer because patients will
not be able to choose their
doctor as they will be
placed in a pool. And he
said they will have diffi-
cultly seeing a physician
because there are not
enough doctors in place to
handle the influx of patients
to universal coverage.

Sessions said the Re-
publicans support associ-
ated plans offering people
the opportunity to band to-
gether and buy as a group
across state lines, and he
cited realtors as an example.
Sessions agrees with John-
son that insurance compa-
nies must move toward
eliminating the pre-existing
condition clause.

Sessions and Johnson
disagreed on the cost effec-
tiveness of the public op-
tion. Sessions said it would
"tax the stuffings out of
business."

When he asked who
would pay for it, Johnson
said Parkland hospital pro-
vided $520 million of un-
compensated care last year.
She said people visit Park-

land because other hospitals
will require $500 before
you get any care. Johnson
said this cost is coming out
of taxpayers' pockets.

Sessions changed the
tone of the discussion when
he dismissed the co-op pro-
posal because he said there
is no need to create a new
entity. He even suggested
many problems are a result
of a lack of personal re-
sponsibility, citing knifings
and drug usage as exam-
ples.

"When someone is pay-
ing for something in Amer-
ica, they treat it differently,"

Sessions said.
A stunned Johnson

replied, "I don't even know
how to respond to that,"
which was greeted with ap-
plause.

She added, "With insur-
ance coverage for everyone
at a reasonable cost, we
would not have a problem."
Johnson pointed out insur-
ance companies charge
about the same as each
other, eliminating competi-
tion in the marketplace.

Johnson closed by say-
ing, "Anything that is for
the people is hard to come
by.”
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Spotlight

Health Care Reform Debate Takes Center Stage in Dallas

U.S. Rep. Pete Sessions

Libbie Terrell Lee, past President of the Women League of Voters,
shared her impressions of the town hall with the local Fox News
affiliate.“With insurance coverage

for everyone at a
reasonable cost, we
would not have a

problem."
– U.S. Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson

Claudia Fowler of The Progressive Center of Texas be-
lieves it is important for all citizens to evaluate the facts
for themselves. As more people lose their jobs and sen-
iors struggle with the Medicare donut-hole, Fowler
stated, "Healthcare reform has become a faith-based
issue."



ries are slated for Dallas and
Plano. This year, two inti-
mate locations were selected,
Artfest International at 13342
Midway Road, #250 in Dal-
las and Plano's Courtyard
Theater. Tickets are $25. All
the money raised will go di-
rectly to support single moth-
ers.

"I have been over-
whelmed by calls from peo-
ple needing help," said
Stephanie Ward, the organi-
zation's founder. "I did the
only thing I know how to
raise money - sell art and host
great jazz sets. I am hoping
we can make enough money
to make a difference."

Nearly a million single

moms are out of work, and
their families are suffering,
according to a report entitled
Women in the Recession:
Working Mothers Face High
Rate of Unemployment. Co-
ngresswoman Carolyn B.
Maloney, Chair of the Joint
Economic Committee, said.
"The fact that they (single
mothers) are receiving pink
slips in greater numbers than
in prior recessions has seri-
ous implications for family
economic well-being. Work-
ing mothers are having a
tough time sheltering their
families for the current eco-
nomic storm, with women of
color fairing the worst."

Ward she has noticed the

same thing in recent months
"It is scary," she said. Ward
is asking those not interested
in attending the concert series
to make a donation.

"Just today I got a call
about a young woman who is
9 months pregnant with three
small children ages, 1, 2 and
3 years old. Her husband left
and is no longer supporting
the family. She can't find
work and needs money to
keep her utilities on, to buy
shoes for her children and
gas for the car. I am tired of
saying there is no money to
help. We all have a responsi-
bility to help each other dur-
ing these tough times."

The remaining scheduled

concet dates are September
18, October 16 and Novem-

ber 27.
To help, call (214) 774-

2194, or e-mail singlemom-
soutreach@hotmail.com.

(NDG Wire) Cindy
Cohen of Calabasas, Cali-
fornia, was crowned the
winner of this season's
She's Got The Look, the TV
Land PRIME original real-
ity series that searches for
the next great supermodel -
- over the age of 35. Cohen
was proclaimed the winner
on a dramatic season finale
where she proved She's Got
The Look in two demand-
ing photo shoots that in-

volved posing in a reveal-
ing swimsuit and modeling
with live penguins and
body paint.

During the finale, the
three remaining finalists,
Cindy Cohen, Theresa Kal-
nins and Leeane Locken,
jetted off to Miami for the
last two photo shoot chal-
lenges of the competition.
The final Cohen photos and
runway performance swept
the judges away, and

earned her a modeling con-
tract with Wilhelmina
Models, Inc., a photo
spread in SELF Magazine
and a check for $100,000.

Cohen, a 40-year old
wife and mother is fulfill-
ing her childhood dream of
becoming a model. Her
early plans to pursue mod-
eling were postponed after
having her son at a young
age, struggling to make
ends meet and eventually

becoming homeless. How-
ever, Cindy persevered
through her tough times
without ever giving up her
dream and has now proven
She's Got The Look by tak-
ing the competition.

She's Got The Look,
which is hosted by super-
model KimAlexis, is a col-
laboration withWilhelmina
Models, Inc., and sets out
to discover a sophisticated,
beautiful and confident

woman 35 or older des-
tined to become the next
"it" girl of the fashion in-
dustry.

Supermodel Beverly
Johnson, who made history
as the first African-Ameri-
can model to appear on the
cover of American Vogue,
celebrity stylist Robert
Verdi andWilhelmina pres-
ident Sean Patterson were
featured as judges on the
series.

Car ReviewArts & Entertainment For more entertainment news visit www.NorthDallasGazette.com
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Cindy Cohen Named the Winner of TV Land's She's Got the Look

Cindy Cohen

CONCERTS, continued fromPage 1



OfChange.org that Broad-
view's advertising is bought
based on network, not partic-
ular programs, but that
"given the considerations, we
have requested of Fox News
not to include us in the rota-
tion that would have our
commercials running on
Glenn Beck's show."

"We are continuously im-
pressed with the response we
are getting and the amount of
companies who have stepped
forward to pull their ads from
Glenn Beck," said James
Rucker, executive director of
ColorOfChange.org.

"We have the backing of
a number of major compa-
nies in this country and we're
still going to continue our
fight to see that as many of
Beck's advertisers pull their

support as possible."
Three weeks ago, Colo-

rOfChange.org called on its
600,000-plus members to
sign a petition urging compa-
nies who advertise on Glenn
Beck to cut off their advertis-
ing support of his work.
Since then, more than
145,000 members have re-
sponded to the call by sign-
ing a petition directed at ad-
vertisers.

The ColorOfChange.org
email directed visitors to
http://www.colorofchange.or
g/beck/, to send letters to ex-
ecutives of target companies.

With more than 600,000
members, ColorOfChange
.org is the largest African-
American online political or-
ganization in the country.

11999977  CCAADDIILLLLAACC  FFOORR  SSAALLEE

997722--660066--33889911

1997 Cadillac LeRitz SLS: gold, 4-door,
automatic sedan, 26,471 miles. $6,500
32v Northstar engine, new tires, actual miles 26k. One
owner, loaded, like new. Vehicle is in top condition and
has been mostly parked the past 12 years. It’s a well-
kept jewel for the right person. Must see to appreciate.
Maintenance schedule honored, registered and in-
spected. Vehicle being offered for cash or terms (will
consider financing with a minimum of 35% down

payment.) For sale by private person - it’s ready to go!

If you have children at
home, you're no doubt
aware that it's the traditional
back-to-school time. But
even if your days of parent-
teacher conferences are in
the past, or even in the fu-
ture, you can still find a
place in your life for educa-
tion - and you might want to
start by educating yourself
about investing.

To get the most out of
your investment education,
ask yourself these questions:

• What are my goals?
Your financial goals should
drive your investment deci-
sions. You probably have
short-term goals, such as

making a down payment on
a home or paying for a va-
cation, and long-term goals,
such as saving for your chil-
dren's college education or
building resources for your
retirement. Once you've
identified your goals, you
can create an investment
strategy to help achieve
them.

• What is my risk toler-
ance? Self-awareness is im-
portant in every aspect of
life - including your ap-
proach to investing. As you
create your investment port-
folio, you need to under-
stand your own views on
risk. Would you consider
yourself an aggressive in-
vestor - that is, someone

who can accept a relatively
higher degree of investment
risk in exchange for poten-
tially higher returns? Or are
you a more conservative in-
vestor - someone who is
willing to take lower returns
in exchange for lower po-
tential risk? Or perhaps
you're a moderate investor,
less risk-averse than some
but less aggressive than oth-
ers. However you'd charac-
terize yourself, it's essential
that you factor in your risk
tolerance when choosing in-
vestments. Otherwise, you'll
likely end up causing your-
self needless worry over
your investment portfolio's
performance.

• When should I make

changes to my investments?
Once you've built an invest-
ment portfolio, you should-
n't leave it on "autopilot."
Over time, you will need to
add new investments or sell
others. However, try to
avoid selling quality invest-
ments just because their
share price has dropped -
they may still have good
long-term prospects. In gen-
eral, you should sell an in-
vestment under certain cir-
cumstances. For example, if
your goals have changed,
you may find the need to sell
some investments and pur-
chase others. You may de-
cide to sell an investment if
it's no longer what it was
when you purchased it. For

example, maybe you've in-
vested in a company whose
products are less competi-
tive than they once were, or
perhaps the company be-
longs to an industry now in
decline. And finally, if your
portfolio has become "over-
weighted" with certain types
of investments, you may de-
cide to sell some of them to
bring your holdings back
into balance, based on your
goals, risk tolerance and
time horizon.

• Whom should I consult
for help?You can do a lot to
educate yourself about in-
vesting - but when it comes
to making the right choices
for your future, you may
need help. A professional fi-

nancial advisor who is fa-
miliar with your family sit-
uation, short- and long-term
goals and investment prefer-
ences can help you build and
maintain a portfolio that can
help meet your needs. The
investment world can be
complex, so the more
knowledge you have on
your side, the better off
you'll be.

Take the time to learn as
much as you can about in-
vesting. It's an education
that can pay off in the long
run.

Please contact me at
roger.behymer@edward-
jones.com or 972-542-7045
if you have any questions.
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Business Service Directory

ARE YOU CONCERNED ABOUT YOUR
HEALTH CARE COSTS?
I’M HERE TO HELP

To learn about Medicare Advantage Plans and
Medicare Advantage prescription drug plans, please

call me.

ANTHOINETTE ADAMS
Secure Horizons

817-861-2023     |    aanthoinette@yahoo.com

HEALTH CARE

AIR CONDITIONER PARTS

ATTENTION A/C TECHNICIANS
Ignition Control (Two Stage Spark)

For Sale

Part #CNT04717x13651111-010
Paid $200 – Will Take $100

972-606-3891

WEIGHT LOSS

ADVERTISING, continued from Page 3

FINANCIAL FOCUS

Get Educated About Investing Roger D
Behymer

systems will help cut energy
costs up to 14 to 18 percent.
And with 35 percent of the
new building's electricity
coming from renewable West
Texas wind power, the
church will reduce carbon
dioxide emissions associated
with its electrical needs.

"We are doing this be-
cause we believe it will ben-
efit others," says Rev.
Alexandra Robinson, associ-

ate pastor at CUMC. "Build-
ing green is not just about
this current generation, or
even our grandchildren. It is
also about providing a better
life for our neighbors, partic-
ularly those who are not able
to provide a better life for
themselves."

A green building is a
healthy building, said Blake
Atkins, the church's LEED
awareness project leader and

a regional chief with the En-
vironmental Protection
Agency.

Paint and carpeting made
of low-odor compounds will
improve indoor air quality.
By diverting 75 percent of
construction waste from
local landfills, the project
will reduce resources and en-
ergy necessary for producing
new paper, metal, plastic,
glass, concrete and lumber

that will be recycled. Use of
alternative refrigerants and
refrigerant management of
the new cooling system will
minimize ozone layer deple-
tion, thereby minimizing UV
radiation from penetrating
the atmosphere. And by
using a light-reflecting roof-
ing material and maintaining
vegetation around the sanctu-
ary, CUMC will help mini-
mize the heat-island effect.

CHURCH, continued from Page 1

Are you interested in dropping up to 3 sizes 
without exercise, diet pills or surgery?

If you are interested in additional income, trying on The Body Magic,
or questions about the products: send your inquiries to 

Tri Goode at tyri222_vm@yahoo.com 
Distributor for Ardyss International

Check out this website to learn more about e Body Magic
http://www.wfaa.com/sharedcontent/dws/wfaa/

latestnews/stories/wfaa090515_wz_bodymagic.60e1167.html

For a complete list of products visit: www.ardysslife.com/tyri222
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Consortium for Logistics,
Aerospace and Manufactur-
ing (CLAM) has partnered
with El Centro College to
provide job training using a
$2.9 million Skills Develop-
ment Fund grant from the
Texas Workforce Commis-
sion (TWC). 

The grant will be used to
custom train workers for
2,698 new and upgraded
jobs. Upon completion of
training, workers will fill po-
sitions such as certified as-
semblers, electronic techni-
cians and plants and systems
operators. They will receive
an average hourly wage of
$24.12.

CLAM includes  Dallas
Airmotive,  Guardian Pack-
aging, Handango Inc., Inter-
graColor, Luxottica Group,
Marlow, Sanden International
Inc., 7-Eleven Inc. and Stan-
dard Controls Inc. 
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CITY OF GARLAND, TEXAS

Suppliers of Goods, Services
and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
www.bidsync.com  

www.garlandpurchasing.com

City of
Plano, Texas

CAREER EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION

www.plano.gov
AA/EOE/ADA

DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING 
AND REWARDING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

• Competitive wages
• Array of benefits

• Education incentive pay
• . . . and more

SIGN UP TO TAKE
THE CITY OF IRVING’S NEXT

CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM.
CALL (972) 721-2532 TO REGISTER.

The City of Irving does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion,
age, or disability in employment or the provision of services.

wwwwww..cciittyyooffiirrvviinngg..oorrgg

Advertising Account Manager
Must be

• Able to telemarket effectively
• Willing to coldcall efficiently
• Skilled in Microsoft Word and Outlook
• Able to demonstrate good people skills
• Able to accept Draw against Commissions
• Willing to work in Plano and surrounding areas

Interested candidates please email your resume to
trj1909@tx.rr.com

Contact 972-606-7498 for Career Opportunity Advertising

RROOUUTTEE  PPEERRSSOONNSS
OOaakk  CClliiffff//DDoowwnnttoowwnn  DDaallllaass//
IIrrvviinngg//CCaarrrroollllttoonn//NNoorrtthh  DDaallllaass
$$110000  ppeerr  ddaayy  pplluuss  $$2255  ffoorr  ggaass

CCaallll((997722))  660066--33113322  oorr  FFaaxx  RReessuummee
ttoo  997722--550099--99005588

PPlleeaassee  lleeaavvee  aa  mmeessssaaggee!!

Alternate School Crossing Guard

Maintenance Worker II
– Water Distribution

Maintenance Worker II
– Distribution Repair

Signal Crewmember

Student Intern 2  – Police/Detention

Student Intern 3  – City Manager’s Office

Temporary/Seasonal
Maintenance Worker

Workforce Services 1945 E. Jackson Road
Carrollton, TX  75011-0535

Direct Line: (972) 466-3090
Website: http://www.cityofcarrollton.com
•You must apply online via our website

Equal Opportunity Employer

CITY OF CARROLLTON

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS OF PROPOSED TEXAS DEPARTMENT
OF TRANSPORTATION (TxDOT) CONTRACTS

Sealed proposals for contracts listed below will be received by TxDOT
until the date(s) shown below, and then publicly read.

CONSTRUCTION/MAINTENANCE/BUILDING
FACILITIES CONTRACT(S)---------------------------------------------------------
Dist/Div: Fort Worth

Contract 0172-02-067 for MILL AND OVERLAY
in TARRANT County will be opened on

September 10, 2009 at 1:00 pm at the State Office.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Plans and specifications are available for inspection, along with
bidding proposals, and applications for the TxDOT Prequalified
Contractor's list, at the applicable State and/or Dist/Div Offices
listed below.  If applicable, bidders must submit prequalification
information to TxDOT at least 10 days prior to the bid date to be
eligible to bid on a project.  Prequalification materials may be
requested from the State Office listed below.  Plans for the
above contract(s) are available from TxDOT's website at
www.txdot.gov and from reproduction companies at the expense
of the contractor.
NPO: 30431 State Office

Constr./Maint. Division
200 E. Riverside Dr.  |  Austin, Texas  78704

Phone: 512-416-2540
Dist/Div Office(s)

Fort Worth District  |  District Engineer
2501 Southwest LP820  |  Ft. Worth, Texas  76133

Phone: 871-370-6500
Minimum wage rates are set out in bidding documents and the rates
will be part of the contract.  TXDOT ensures that bidders will not be
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, sex, or national
origin.

El Centro Receives
Nearly $3M for Training TISEO PAVING COMPANY

419 E. Hwy. 80, Mesquite, TX  75150
Tel: (972) 289-0723 Fax (972) 216-5637

www.tiseopaving.com

Performing Concrete Street Paving
in the Metroplex Area

We Accept Subcontracting Bids
For All Public Works Projects

in the Dallas Area.
We Are Accepting Applications for Con-
crete Mixer Drivers and Heavy Equip-

ment Mechanics

Equal Opportunity Employer

Center Director at the Corporate Office
of the Horizons Youth Services
Harrisonburg, Virginia 
e�Center�Director�is�responsible�for�planning,�organizing,
administering�and�controlling�programs�and�activities�neces-
sary�to�effectively�operate�and�meet�the�objectives�of�a�Job
Corps�Center.�

Experience
Five years experience in program management and
direction. Experience working with youth required.
Previous Job Corps experience preferred.

Education
Bachelor's degree from a four-year college or university
required.  Masters or PhD Degree preferred.  Graduate
degree in Education or Public Administration desirable. 
To apply and for more information, please visit

www.horizonsyouthservices.com. 



EIRENE CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

September 1, 6-8 pm 
Register now for a FREE
YWCA Financial Empow-
erment Workshop.  Call
Aldreama Harper to regis-
ter and for details @ 214-
584-2344.
Rev. Terrence Autry, Pastor
701 E. Centennial Blvd
Richardson, TX   75081

972-991-0200

FELLOWSHIP
BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALLEN
On Going, 9 am-4 pm
Monday – Friday

Prayer Lines for those in
need are 972-649-0566
and 972-649-0567.

August 30, 3:30 pm
Join us for Pastor and 1st
Lady Tasha’s Anniversary
Celebration @ the Allen
Civic Center with speaker
Dr. J.R. Sheppard, Senior
Pastor of Ben Washington
BC of Irving. 
Rev. W. L. Stafford, Sr.
M.Div., Senior Pastor
305 N. Alder Drive in
Allen for Sunday
Morning Worship
Church Address is
200 Belmont Drive
Allen, TX   75013
972-359-9956

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF

HAMILTON PARK
August 23, 3:30 pm

You’re invited to our
Homecoming (some Saints
call it, “Our Church Fam-

ily Reunion) Celebration.
Come back home to re-
member and visit friends
and family. 

Dr. Gregory Foster,
Senior Pastor

Rev. Anthony Foster,
Pastor

300 Phillips Street
Richardson, TX   75081

972-235-4235

HOPEWELL
MISSIONARY

BAPTIST CHURCH
August 23, 3 pm

Join us for the start of our
Pastor & Wife’s 8th An-
niversary Service.  Theme:
A Pastor Leading by Faith.
Matthew 24:45
August 26-28, 7:30 pm

We continue our Pastor &
Wife’s Anniversary Serv-
ices.  Pastor Hubbard, Sr.,
preaches what thus saith
the Lord.
Rev. Michael Hubbard, Sr.,

Senior Pastor
5144 Dolphin Road
Dallas, TX   75223

214-823-1018

MT. PISGAH
MISSIONARY

BAPTIST CHURCH
August 23, 7:45 am
And 11 am Services

You’re invited to help us
celebrate our Pastor &
Wife’s 3rd Glorious An-
niversary Service with
renowned speakers, Rev.
Craig White, Pastor of
Cornerstone Baptist
Church, Dallas, in our 7:45
am service, and Rev.

Clarence Thornton, Pastor
of Macedonia Baptist
Church in Little Rock, AK,
in our 11 am services.
Rev. Robert Townsend

Senior Pastor
11611 Webb Chapel Road

Dallas, TX   75229
972-241-6151

NEW MT. ZION
BAPTIST CHURCH
August 22, 2009

Join us for our Youth Sum-
mit at the church; call the
church @ 214-341-6459
for details.

Dr. Robert Price, Sr.,
Senior Pastor

9550 Shepard Road
Dallas, TX   75243

214-341-6459

NORTH DALLAS
COMMUNITY

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
CHURCH

September 11, 7:30 pm
Our Theatre Arts, Music &
Dance Ministries present:
Poetry & Praise.   “An
Evening of Poetry, Story-
telling, Dance & Song
Under the Stars,” @ the
Oak Point Amphitheater,
2801 E. Spring Creek
Pkwy in Plano.  Call our
bookstore for details, to
register and for ticket
prices.
September 12, 2-6 pm

Come to help us celebrate
20 years of God’s Grace
with, “Our Amazing
Race…Changing the
World for Christ.”
Founders’ Day Events in-

clude our picnic on Satur-
day @ Churchill Park,
7001 Churchill Way, Dal-
las, TX 75230
September 19, 6 pm

Our concert will be @ the
Special Events Center-
Garland, 4999 Naaman
Forest Blvd. 75040
September 20, 9:30am

The conclusion is our
Founders’ Day Worship
Service with Pastor Gary
Frost from Youngstown,
OH also @ the Special
Events Center-Garland.

Dr. Leslie W. Smith,
Senior Pastor

1010-1020 S. Sherman St.
Richardson, TX   75081

972-437-3493

OAK CLIFF BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP 
CHURCH

September 19,
8 am – 5 pm

Don’t miss the conclusion
of our Single’s Summit.
Call the church for details.

Dr. Tony Evans,
Senior Pastor

1808 W. Camp Wisdom Rd.
Dallas, TX   75232

214-672-9100

VICTORY COVENANT
COMMUNITY
MINISTRIES
August 21, 2009

We will host a Back-to-
School Bash, we will also
give school supplies to stu-
dents.  Call Daisy Bell @
972-224-9792 for details.

Daisy Bell, President
P. O. Box 1850

DeSoto, TX   75123
972-224-9792

WORD OF LIFE
CHURCH OF

GOD IN CHRIST
This Friday Night
August 21, 8 pm

You’re invited to our excit-
ing and rousing Friday

Night Live Service.  Come
to be encouraged and to
hear the stimulating Word
of God.

Elder Gregory Voss,
Senior Pastor

2765 Trinity Mills Road
Carrollton, TX   75006

214-514-9147
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Church Happenings

The New Light Church
ENCOURAGING, EMPOWERING, EVANGELIZING

“Taste and see that the LORD is Good.”

Shaun Rabb, Senior Pastor

Sunday School  9:30AM
Sunday Worship Service  11:00AM

Thursday Night Live At The Light  7:00PM

Come, Experience
The Light!

www.newlightchurchdallas.org

9314 Elam Rd. | Dallas, TX  75217
214.391.3430

Over 6550 Sq. feet church building and
parsonage, the sanctuary will seat over
160 persons.  +ere is a kitchen, Fellow-
ship Hall, six rooms, three rest rooms, a
Baptistery and two changing rooms.

Parsonage now being used as a youth cen-
ter, it has three bedrooms; two rest
rooms, one great room and a dining area.
It can also be used for a rent house, a Day
Care, weekly meetings or a,er morning
service retreat for a pastor. 

FFOORR  SSAALLEE
CHURCH AND PARSONAGE
IInn  tthhee  DDoowwnnttoowwnn  aarreeaa  ooff    MMccKKiinnnneeyy

If interested, contact
Pastor Diggs @ 972-542-9556

Monday – Friday
between 10 am and 3:30 pm,

if no answer, please leave message
and contact number.



Sayings that may re-
mind you to put all things
in perspective; and they
should cause you to spring
into action.

What God will not
ask:  He will not ask what
kind of fancy car you
drove; He will ask how
many people you gave rides
to who didn’t have trans-
portation. He will not ask
the square footage of your
home; He will ask how
many people you helped
who didn’t have a home.

God will not ask how
many fancy clothes you had
in your closet; He will ask
how many of those clothes
you gave away to the
needy.  He won’t ask what
social class you were in; He
will ask what kind of
“class” you displayed dur-
ing your trials and tribula-
tions.  

God will not ask how
many material possessions
you had; He will ask
whether those material pos-
sessions dictated your life.
He will not ask what your
highest salary was; He will
ask if you trampled over
any one to obtain that
salary.  He will not ask
how much overtime you
worked; He will ask you if
you worked overtime for

your family.  He will not
ask how many promotions
you received; He will ask
what you did to promote
others.

God will not ask what
your job title was; He will
ask did you perform your
job to the best of your abil-
ity.  He will not ask how
many promotions you took
to chase a dollar bill; He
will ask how many promo-
tions you refused to ad-
vance your family’s quality
of life.  He will not ask
how many times you didn’t
run around on your spouse;
He will ask how many
times you did.

God will not ask how
many academic degrees
you had; He will ask how
many people you thanked
for helping you to get those
degrees.  He will not ask
what your parents did to
help you; He will ask what
you did to help your par-
ents.  He will not ask what
you did to help yourself; He
will ask what you did to
help others.  He will not
ask how many friends you
had; He will ask how many
people you were a friend to.

God will not ask what
you did to protect your
rights; He will ask what you
did to protect the rights of
others.  He will not ask
what neighborhood you
lived in; He will ask what

other neighborhoods you
visited.  He will not ask
how many times you told
the truth; He will ask how
many times you told a lie.

God will not ask about
the color of your skin; He
will ask about the color of
your heart.  He will not ask
how many times your deeds
matched your words; He
will ask how many times
they didn’t. (Revised)
--Author Unknown

Good things to think
about: God is a good God
and His ways are perfect.
We can eliminate much
needless pain and misery
from our lives just by fol-
lowing His ways.  Even if
you were the last person on
earth, Jesus Christ still
would have died just for
you.  Prayer is not conquer-
ing God’s reluctance but
taking hold of God’s will-
ingness.  The task ahead of
you is not as great as the
power behind you.

A man may go to
Heaven without good
health, wealth or fame; a
great name, learning a lot of
things, a big salary, man’s
“defined” culture, beauty,
and his so called friends;
without ten thousand other
things you can think about;
But a man can never to go
Heaven without Christ!
“Jesus saith unto him, I
am the way, the truth, and

the life; no man cometh
unto the Father, but by
me.” John 14:6 (KJV) 

Worship is giving your
love, thanks and praise to
God; and proving these

things by instant, joyful and
whole obedience.  Do not
wait for God to change your
circumstances; make your-
self available for Him to
change you.  Worry is like a

rocking chair - it gives you
something to do, but it
doesn’t get you anywhere. 

God does not use waste-
baskets!

August 20-26, 2009 | North Dallas Gazette | visit us online at www.NorthDallasGazette.com | 15

Sister Tarpley

8:00am & 10:30am

Things to Ponder

Avenue F Church of Christ
1026 Avenue F • Plano, TX  75074

972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchrist.org

Ramon Hodridge, Minister

Early Sunday Morning .................8:00 am
Sunday Bible Class .......................9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship ..........10:45 am
Evening Worship .........................3:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Class.................7:00 pm

Radio Program @ 7:30 am on
KHVN 970 AM Sunday Mornings



providing information and
referrals in a timely and
cost-effective manner for
both the caller and commu-
nity service organization. 

The Alliance database
system is managed and
maintained through Com-
munity Council of Greater
Dallas (CCGD).

CCGD has committed
two full-time employees to
research, update and main-
tain the database.  The re-
source database system, Al-
liance allows the call spe-
cialist to effectively provide
referrals that deliver the ap-
propriate solution for the
callers' problems and/or
needs.  

"CCGD works with
nine other community agen-
cies within one or more of
2-1-1 Texas AIC coverage

areas to ensure they have
the most up-to-date infor-
mation available," said
Thornton. 

What this means for a
caller is timesaving.  A
Texas resident can call from
anywhere in the state to get

the service they need with-
out being transferred to an-
other 2-1-1 Texas call cen-
ter.  Each call center can ac-

cess a state-wide database,
eliminating time and hassle.

2-1-1 Texas follows
AIRS Inclusion Standards
when considering adding to
the 130 existing social serv-
ice agencies that are a part
of their database of refer-

rals.   An organization such
as a church, nursing home
or educational facility
would have to meet the
quality indicator require-
ments (i.e. diversity, finan-
cial practices, etc) and pro-
fessional standards to regis-
ter with 2-1-1 Texas AIC,
which follows the state and
AIRS national standards.

According to a 2004
University of Texas cost-
benefit study of eleven call
centers nationwide, the net
value of a national 2-1-1
system would approach
$160 million in the first
year and $1.1 billion over
10 years.  Savings would
come in such areas as re-

duced 911 calling, reduced
toll-free lines funded by
government, decreased
need for public assistance
because of timely links to
needed services and time
saved by callers searching
for the right agency to call. 

A service of both cost
and time best sums up the

benefits of the 2-1-1 info-
line service.

For more information
on registering your business
or organization visit
www.ccgd.org or contact
the Resource Department at
(214) 871-5065, extension
275. 
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Church Directory

Senior Pastor, Timothy Jones
& First Lady, LaTonya Jones

Meeting at Fellowship Bible Church of Allen
200 W. Belmont | Allen, TX 75013

214.263.8590 | www.RockBridgeBC.com
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 10:00 A.M.

ROCKBRIDGE
BIBLE CHURCH

“Bridging the gap between God
and man through Jesus Christ”

7:30 AM • 9:30 AM • 11:30 AM

INFOLINE, continued from Page 4


