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Former Dallas Cowboy
Eugene Lockhart and

Eight Others Charged in
Mortgage Fraud Scheme

(NDG Wire) Lulu Belle
Madison White, civil rights
activist in the 1940s and
1950s, devoted most of her
adult life to the struggle
against Jim Crow in Texas.
She campaigned for the right
to vote, for equal pay for
equal work, and for desegre-

gation of public facilities.
Lulu was one of twelve

children born to Henry and
Easter Madison in East
Texas at the turn of the twen-
tieth century. Her father,
Henry Madison, a former
Mississippi slave had moved
to East Texas and later pur-

chased 120 acres of farm-
land. When Lulu Madison
was born in Elmo, Texas in
August 1900, she was born
into a community that was
thirty-five percent African
American and sixty-five
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Lulu Belle Madison White (1907-1957)
Houston NAACP Leader

Seatbelts and School Zones Tops New Laws Passed This Year

Chargers LB Says He Did
Not Harm Reality TV Star

BYTESSAHOWINGTON
NDG CONTRIBUTOR

According to the Texas
State Constitution, bills
passed in the year’s State
Legislative Session, but not
signed or vetoed by the Gov-
ernor, become law on Sep-
tember 1 of the Legislative

year.
As a result, numerous

new laws became law at the
beginning of this month after
this summer's Legislative
Session.

The new laws most af-
fecting the general public are
transportation laws, and this

year both passengers and
drivers should be aware of
about thirty new laws.

One of the largest trans-
portation bills, House Bill
(HB) 2730, took affect on
September 1; some of the
new laws under HB 2730
are:

• All persons under 18
who apply for a driver’s li-
cense must take the driver’s
exam, and learner’s permits
expire when a driver reaches
18 years old.

• Drivers under 18 are
prohibited from using a

See SEATBELTS, Page 5

BY LAKRISHIAARMOUR
NDG CONTRIBUTOR

Plano's 14th Street
Gallery isn't an ordinary
showcase of art, and its
owner, Gabrielle Pruitt, isn't
an ordinary photographer.

Pruitt’s journey into
photography started with an
over-exposed candid shot of
her toddler nephew more
than 20 years ago. "At that
time, the printer would pick

SeeMEMORIES, Page 11

Meshing Memories with Art:
14th Street Gallery Offers Photo Restoration

See NAACP Page 3

14th Street Gallery helps clients preserve memories.

September 10-17, 2009 AshleyMadison.com has over 4.5 million members

Lulu Belle Madison White

When you look at areas like Dallas/Fort Worth
the numbers are more staggering with memberships
increasing 200 percent in just the past year alone.

How Web Mogul Noel Biderman
Cashed In With Online Adultery? Find the Answer on Page 12



(NDG Wire) Deborah
Cohen, Urban League of
Greater Dallas Director of
Marketing and Development
received a Certified Meeting
Planners (CMP) certifica-
tion, a distinguished creden-
tial which is recognized
throughout the meetings,
conventions, and exhibitions
industry. It demonstrates an
individual’s comprehensive
knowledge of meeting man-
agement as well as a com-
mitment to the meeting pro-
fession.

“We are delighted to
welcomeMs. Cohen and the

latest class of CMPs to our
community,” said Kimberly
Miles, CMP, Senior Vice
President, Industry Rela-
tions of the American Hotel
and Lodging Association
and current CMP Board
Chair.

“The CMP continues to
enjoy a positive reputation
in the industry and is an-
other tool for a meeting pro-
fessional to demonstrate the-
ir level of knowledge and
professionalism in our in-
dustry.”

Cohen, a native of
Kansas City, KS, has been

employed with the Urban
League for over six years.
Her duties include develop-
ing public relations strate-
gies for local and national
print and news media; creat-
ing partnerships and strate-
gic alliances with corporate
sponsors; and coordinating
all fundraising for major
events including the Annual
Gala and Annual Meeting
and Luncheon. Her fund-
raising efforts have netted
over $1 million for the or-
ganization.

She is also President and
CEO of DC Global Meet-
ings and Events and over-
sees all aspects of meeting
and event planning includ-

ing program development,
marketing and promotion,
budgeting, site selections,
entertainment, food and
travel arrangement, on-site
management and post con-
ference follow-up.

Additionally, Cohen, a
gifted musician, has played
with the Kansas Philhar-
monic and noted musician
Stan Kenton. She has served
as Minister of Music for
churches throughout the
country and musician for the
Laymen’s and Women’s
auxiliary of the National
Baptist Convention USA,
Inc., a organization she has
been active for over 35
years.

She has received numer-
ous awards including 2009
Rising Star finalist MPI
DFW Chapter; the presti-
gious 2008 Meeting Profes-
sional International Spirit
Award; 2008 Elite News
Woman of Excellence; and
Meeting Professional to
Watch in ’09 which was fea-
tured in the Convention
South Magazine.

Cohen is a member of
the National Coalition of
Black Meeting Planners,
Religious Conference Man-
agementAssociation, Chris-
tian Meetings and Conven-
tions Association LLC, Na-
tionalAssociation of Profes-
sional Women, Dallas Fort

Worth Association of Exec-
utives, Meeting Profession-
als International DFW
Chapter and Secretary of the
Galilee Griggs Memorial
District Association of Bap-
tist Churches.

(NDG Wire) Tiffaney
Dale Agency, a full-service
public relations and market-
ing agency, is proud to an-
nounce the recent acceptance
of Jesse J. Jackson to the Dal-
las Regional Chamber’s cov-
eted and competitive Lead-
ership Dallas Class of 2010.
Jackson is one of only fifty
five individuals selected from
hundreds of applicants inter-
ested in being a participant of
this prestigious leadership
program.

“I am excited about Jesse
J. Jackson’s acceptance to the
program and know that his
professional experience, ac-
complishments, talent and
skills will serve as great as-
sets to the Leadership Dallas
program,” said Tiffaney Dale
Hunter, president of Tiffaney
Dale Agency and graduate of
the Leadership Dallas Class
of 2007.

Founded by the Dallas
Regional Chamber, Leader-
ship Dallas is a leadership de-
velopment program dedi-
cated to providing Dallas
with diverse leaders who will
actively participate in making
positive changes in the com-
munity. Throughout the 10-
month leadership program,
participants address critical
issues in the areas of human
services, government, poli-
tics, economic development,
health care, criminal justice,
education, art and culture.

Since it’s inception in
1975, the program has grad-
uated over 1,600 leaders to
include US Trade Ambassa-
dor and former Dallas Mayor
Ron Kirk, former City Man-
ager Mary Suhm, State Rep-
resentatives Helen Giddings,
Terri Hodge and Rafael An-
chia, former U.S. Attorney
Paul Coggins, and civic and

business leaders Liz Min-
yard, Tom Baker and Ken
Menges.

Very competitive, each
year only fifty five individu-
als from hundreds of appli-
cants are selected to partici-
pate in Leadership Dallas and
must have a well-respected
sponsoring company or or-
ganization to be considered
for acceptance in the pro-
gram. Tiffaney Dale Agency
is the proud sponsoring com-
pany for Jackson .

“I am extremely honored
to be part of an organization
that is comprised of so many

influential and positive lead-
ers,” said Jesse J. Jackson,
Leadership Dallas Class of
2010. “I believe this will be a
great opportunity to enhance
my leadership skills, while
providing a platform to better
serve my community.”

Throughout his 16 years
in the financial services in-
dustry, Jesse J. Jackson has
served with his head, his
hands and his heart. As a
senior member sales officer
at the Federal Home Loan
Bank of Dallas (FHLB), he
has had an avenue to grow
small businesses, help facili-
tate home ownership and aid
families in achieving the
American dream.

In his role, he works with
the bank’s capital markets
and member sales group
managing a large portfolio of
financial institutions in
Texas, Louisiana and Missis-
sippi. Prior to his role with
the FHLB, Jackson held mar-
keting and consultative sales

positions with the Federal
Reserve Bank of Dallas,
Wells Fargo, Inc. and Bank
One Corporation.

Also, Jackson has held
executive committee and
chairperson positions with

Chris Howell was born
into a heritage of entrepre-

neurial leadership, Howell
has followed suit.

He is CEO of C&D As-
sociates, a full service mar-
keting and consulting firm.
The company also offers
consultation to event plan-
ners along with a host of
event services.

Howell possesses an
enormous amount of busi-
ness savvy, marketing ex-
pertise, and his innate lead-
ership skills have enabled
him to help foster the

growth of several busi-
nesses.

With 18 years of busi-
ness experience, and 20
years of marriage, he is able
to bring balanced and in-
sightful teachings to help
others reach their destiny.

The following are just a
few more of the many titles
Howell has earned: Talk
Show Host/Executive Pro-
ducer, of Man Talk a talk
show designed to evangel-
ize, encourage and empower
men. In hosting ManTalk
Howell has been able to uti-
lize his unique ability to

come up with some of the
most interesting topics con-
cerning men today and has
interviewed Bishop T.D.
Jakes, First Lady Serita A.
Jakes, President/CEO of
Williams Fried Chicken, Hi-
awatha Williams, and Hall
of Fame Wide Receiver
Michael Irvin.

As a Broadcast Person-
ality, Howell’s rich
“GOLDEN VOICE” and
broadcasting experience has
afforded him the opportu-
nity to produce many suc-
cessful video productions, in
addition to this he currently

works with Criswell Com-
munication inArlington, TX
as Mid-Day News An-
chor/News Reporter with
90.9 KCBI. In 2007 Howell
was recognized by the Texas
Associated Press Broadcast-
ers as one of the Best Spot
News Reporters in Dal-
las/Forth.

Howell also serves as a
moderator for various panel
discussions in and outside of
the Dallas/Fort Worth area.
Author, of his best-selling
book “Man Talk – (The
Book) The Hard Things
Men Never Talk About” re-

leased December 2004 and
has made the Dallas Morn-
ing News Best Sellers list
twice just four months after
its release, one of those time
as # 1

Howell has been fea-
tured in several national
Christian Publications such
as Gospel Today America’s
Urban Christian Magazine
and New Man Magazine
America’s #1 Christian
Magazine for men.

Howell lives in Arling-
ton, TX with his wife of 20
years Dominique and their
three children.

People in the News

Deborah Cohen

Chris Howell

Jesse J. Jackson
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President Obama’s Socialist Message of
Personal Responsibility to American Students

BY RUTH FERGUSON
NDG EDITOR

Over the last week a con-
troversy erupted over the de-
sire of the President of the
United States to encourage
students across the country to
stay in school and give their
best effort. Many right wing
conservatives were quick to
throw out words like indoc-
trination and label it a social-
ist message.

How disappointing to see
those seeking to win political
battles, were unwilling to
consider American school-
rooms a war-free zone –
dragging students, parents
and administrators into their
pettiness.

Former First Lady Laura
Bush said it best when she
told CNN: "I think there is a
place for the president of the

United States to talk to
school children and encour-
age school children."

Below is a transcript re-
leased by theWhite House of
President Barack Obama’s
prepared remarks to students
on September 8, 2009:

“Hello everyone - how's
everybody doing today? I'm
here with students at Wake-
field High School in Arling-
ton, Virginia. And we've got
students tuning in from all
acrossAmerica, kindergarten
through twelfth grade. I'm
glad you all could join us
today.

I know that for many of
you, today is the first day of
school. And for those of you
in kindergarten, or starting
middle or high school, it's
your first day in a new
school, so it's understandable

if you're a little nervous. I
imagine there are some sen-
iors out there who are feeling
pretty good right now, with
just one more year to go.And
no matter what grade you're
in, some of you are probably
wishing it were still Summer,
and you could've stayed in
bed just a little longer this
morning.

I know that feeling.
When I was young, my fam-
ily lived in Indonesia for a
few years, and my mother
didn't have the money to send
me where all the American
kids went to school. So she
decided to teach me extra les-
sons herself, Monday
through Friday - at 4:30 in
the morning.

Now I wasn't too happy
about getting up that early. A
lot of times, I'd fall asleep

right there at the kitchen
table. But whenever I'd com-
plain, my mother would just
give me one of those looks
and say, "This is no picnic for
me either, buster."

So I know some of you
are still adjusting to being
back at school. But I'm here
today because I have some-
thing important to discuss
with you. I'm here because I
want to talk with you about
your education and what's
expected of all of you in this
new school year.

Now I've given a lot of
speeches about education.
And I've talked a lot about re-
sponsibility.

I've talked about your
teachers' responsibility for in-
spiring you, and pushing you

(65) percent white. It was
also a community where cot-
ton and Jim Crow was
"King." Segregation and 'sep-
arate but equal' were en-
shrined in the state's constitu-
tion. Furthermore, the white
citizenry enforced this op-
pression by lynching and
threats of lynching. In 1908,
East Texas had the dubious
distinction of leading the
state with twenty-four
recorded lynchings [6].

The Jim Crow regime de-
niedAfricanAmericans basic
human rights to health care,
jobs, education, and criminal
justice. Black males were ex-
pected to tip their hats in the
presence of whites. The poll
tax, whites-only primary, and
voter declaration regime sup-
pressed African Americans'
right to vote. But Henry and
Easter Madison ensured that
their children escaped much
of the day-to-day indignities
of Jim Crow. When most
African American children
had to leave elementary
school to assist their share
cropping parents; Lulu re-
mained in school when the
crops were harvested. Even
so, some indignities re-
mained. At Old Terrell Col-
ored High School, the library
books were those previously

used by the white high school
students [3-9].

It was at Prairie View
A&M University that Lulu
honed her leadership skills.
Recognizing that the college
had the responsibility of de-
veloping a cadre of college-
educated African American
leaders, Prairie View College
emphasized the development
of intellectual skill, rigor, and
discipline in debate through
the L & D society, the excel-
sior Literary Society, and the
Aristo Club. Lulu learned
these lessons well and
emerged as a leader while
graduating magna cum laude
from the college in June
1928.

Shortly after graduation,
Lulu married Julius White, a
successful business owner
who financed some of the
race discrimination lawsuits
in Houston. Despite her su-
perior grades at Prairie View,
Lulu was denied a teaching
position in Houston. She
commuted to her teaching
position in Lufkin, Texas for
two years before becoming
involved in the struggle
against Jim Crow [13-16].

Lulu began as an organ-
izer to help support the
Grovey lawsuit. She organ-
ized women groups such as

the YWCA, Metropolitan
Council of Negro Women,
The Eastern Star and Grand
Court of Calan.

Lulu's hard work earned
her a new job as Executive
Secretary of the Houston
Branch of the NAACP. Her
job was created to free up the
president from some of the
day-to-day tasks so the he
could work on fulfilling the
objectives of the NAACP.As
executive Secretary, Lulu be-
came involved in the follow-
ing causes: protests against
discrimination in the Hous-
ton shipyard; protests against
discrimination inAtlas Dress
Manufacturing Industry;
protests against discrimina-
tion in Beaumont, Texas that
lead to 2,000 whites rioting
and destroying an African
American section of Beau-
mont; protests for the estab-
lishment of Reserve Officer
Training corps Units in
African American schools;
protests that lead to African
Americans being able to at-
tend the Houston Music Hall
and be seated alongside
whites; protests against the
Texas white Democratic pri-
mary; protests to change or
modify the city manager sys-
tem of government; protests
opposing candidates running

for city offices that were
against African American in-
terest; efforts to get the vote
out on election day; protests
against Houston's City Coun-
cil to end protest police bru-
tality; protest which in-
creased the number of
African American police of-
ficers from six to thirteen;
protests by letter which at-
tacked President Johnson for
allowing the Anti-Poll Tax
Bill to die on the floor of the
Senate; protest efforts to raise
teacher pay; protests against
setting up an Office of Price
Administration. Lulu was in-
volved in these causes and
many others that are too nu-
merous to mention. She con-
tinued her efforts as she was
selected by the National
NAACP to be Director of
Branches for the Southwest
Region. While continuing in
both positions, Lulu contin-
ued to oppose discrimination,
unfair treatment of African
Americans, and Jim Crow.
She was at case with the local
leaders of the NAACP as
with Thurgood Marshall and
the leaders of the national
NAACP. She was unafraid
working with labor groups to
enable African American

See NAACP Page16

See OBAMA Page7



(NDG Wire) Dr. Yvonne
Thornton, the first African-
American woman in the U.S.
to be board certified in high-

risk obstetrics and a Pulitzer
Prize nominee for her fam-
ily's biography The Ditchdig-
ger's Daughters will serve as

the keynote speak-
er during Texas
Woman's Univer-
sity's annual The
Power of a
Healthy Woman
Symposium Sept.
19.

Adult women
are encouraged to
attend the half-day
event that shines
the spotlight on
women's health.
The symposium
will be held from
8:30 a.m. until
12:15 p.m. Satur-
day, Sept. 19, in

the auditorium of the Multi-
purpose Classroom and Lab-
oratory Building. For a map
of the Denton campus, visit
www.twu.edu/maps.asp.
Registration is $15 before
Sept. 10, and $20 on site.
Space is limited, so partici-
pants are encouraged to reg-
ister early.

From the tenements of
East Harlem to the footlights
of the Apollo Theatre to the
halls of an Ivy League med-
ical school, Dr. Thornton's
family story is that of a mod-
ern Horatio Alger saga. In
1995 she authored her fam-

ily's biography The Ditchdig-
ger's Daughters, which be-
came a national bestseller.
The book was nominated for
a Pulitzer Prize; was made
into an award-winning cable
television movie; was con-
densed in The Readers Di-
gest; and was featured on
The Oprah Winfrey Show.
Dr. Thornton will speak
about how her father, Donald
Thornton, overcame incredi-
ble obstacles to give his
daughters a better life.

Dr. Thornton is a double-
board certified specialist in
obstetrics, gynecology and

maternal-fetal medicine and
is a former professor of clin-
ical obstetrics and gynecol-
ogy at Cornell University
Medical College. She is a
Diplomate of the American
Board of Obstetrics and Gy-
necology and a Fellow of the
American College of Sur-
geons. She received her
medical degree and executive
master's of public health de-
gree from Columbia Univer-
sity.

Featured speakers for
The Power of a Health
Woman Symposium also in-
clude Dr. Nancy Granovsky,

regent's fellow, professor and
family economics specialist
with the Texas AgriLife Ex-
tension Service; Dr. Abigail
Tilton, TWU assistant social
work professor and social
work program director; Dr.
Carol S. Ireton-Jones, execu-
tive vice president of the Pro-
fessional Nutrition Therapists
organization; and Dr. Wasim
A. Haque, a private practice
physican in Lewisville.

For a complete schedule
of speakers and topics, visit
www.twu.edu/ce and click on
The Power of a Healthy
Woman Symposium.

(NDGWire) Learn how to improve your personal health
and the health of the environment all in one event: Healthy
Living Expo 2009 Healthy You, Healthy Earth: Rx for a Bet-
ter World.”

The City of Garland, Garland ISD, Baylor Medical Cen-
ter at Garland and the Garland Chamber of Commerce will
join forces on Saturday, September 26, 2009, from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. at the GISD Special Events Center, to look at how car-
ing for both ourselves and the earth creates a healthy lifestyle,
and has a positive impact on the world around us. The Expo
will offer exhibitor booths, free services, demonstrations and
entertainment, all focused on helping citizens make positive
changes to their daily lives.

Healthy You will provide health screenings and immu-
nizations, plus information on prevention services, stress re-
duction methods, fitness activities, and much more. Five hun-
dred free cholesterol screenings will be available, on a first
come first served basis, beginning at 10 a.m. Seasonal flu
shots will be administered by the Garland Health Department
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. only. The cost of flu shots for children

6 months to 18 years old will be $10; 19 years and older $20.
Medicaid and Medicare Part B participants should bring cur-
rent paperwork.

A limited supply of the pneumococcal vaccine is avail-
able for $40. This vaccine is usually given to adults 65 years
and older and is covered by Medicare Part B or those indi-
viduals younger than 65 with chronic health conditions. A
limited supply of the tetanus booster, Tdap, for adolescents
and adults 11 years and older will be available. The cost is
$10 for children age 11-18 and $20 for adults 19-64 years old.

Learn about Healthy Earth topics, such as recycling, con-
servation, energy efficiency, gardening and alternative fuels.
The first 1,000 attendees will receive a microfiber, reusable
shopping bag containing a variety of goodies and informa-
tion (one per family, please). Radio Disney will rock the
Expo with music, prizes and eco-friendly” competitions for
kids and parents.

Showerhead Exchange The City of Garland Water Utili-
ties Department will have1,000 low-flow showerheads avail-
able. Bring your old showerhead to exchange, along with a

City of Garland utility bill and identification verifying that
you are the utility subscriber. (Limit one showerhead per
household, please.) The City will make sure the old devices
are disposed of in an environmentally-appropriate way!

Electronic Recycling by the Environmental Co-op You
can drive up and drop off a wide range of electronic equip-
ment such as computers, telephones, circuit boards, DVD/CD
players, copiers, printers, video equipment from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m., or until their trucks are full. A fee is associated with
properly disposing of these items: $5 per computer monitor
and $10 - $30 per television, based on screen size. You can
also drop off microwaves, air conditioners, batteries, and
small household appliances, as well as eyeglasses that will be
donated to the Lions Club.

The Expo will also feature a document shredding service
for outdated or sensitive records, provided by Greenstar
Northamerica, LLC. The shred truck will be onsite from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m., or until the truck is full.

For more information, visit www.GarlandGoesGreen.org
or www.GarlandChamber.com.
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Health

(NDG Wire) The Rich-
ardson Senior Center and
Maxim Health Care will pro-
vide a flu shot clinic on the
following dates:

Oct. 13 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Oct. 14 Noon to 5 p.m.
Oct. 15 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Maxim will bill Med-

icare for participants with in-
surance coverage through
Medicare Part B and some
other medical insurances (to

be known later) and NOT en-
rolled in an HMO. Medicare
Part A participants and par-
ticipants who belong to an
HMO will be charged $25
for their shots.

You MUST present your
Medicare or insurance card
in order for Maxim to bill for
you.

This is by appointment
ONLY. Please call 972 744-
7800 to schedule.

Richardson Flu Shot
Clinic for Seniors

Healthy Living Expo 2009: Health and Environment Come Together

Pulitzer Prize Nominee Yvonne Thornton to Serve as Keynote Dpeaker
at TWU's The Power of a Healthy Woman Symposium Sept. 19
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(NDGWire) The City of
Plano’s Parks and Recre-
ation Department introduces
the Academy of Creative
Arts, a program designed to
offer specialized art classes
for practical application by
“the average person.”

The first class offered on
Sept. 12 is “Making Home
Movies that Look Great.”
For a full list of courses of-
fered this fall in the Acad-
emy of Creative Arts or any
other recreation program,
visit www.planoparks.org
and select “Leisure Cour-
ses.”

The Academy’s purpose
is to give professional, cre-
ative assistance for everyday
pursuits such as videotaping
a child’s soccer game or de-
signing a flyer. Other oppor-
tunities include a writing
workshop by a State Poet
Laureate and an engaging art
lecture with a guided field
trip to a local museum.

These classes offer a
stimulating cultural experi-
ence led by formally-trained
art professionals without the
commitment of a semester-
long course at an academic
institution.

Also offered are drama
classes for adults and chil-
dren and piano lessons for
homeschoolers. Instructors
are award-winning art pro-
fessionals and individuals
with degrees in fine arts or
the performing arts fields.

Residents and non-resi-
dents can register online at
www.planoparks.org or by
calling any recreation center.
All classes meet at the Cox
Building, first floor, on 1517
H Avenue in downtown
Plano. For more informa-
tion, call (972) 941-7740.

Plano Parks and Recreation Department
Introduces the Academy of Creative Arts

Pooch
Pool Party

SEATBELTS, continued fromPage 1

All One Debt Settlement

Free Consultation
“Relief is Just Around the Corner”“Relief is Just Around the Corner”

WE handle the STRESS so you don’t have toWE handle the STRESS so you don’t have to

Dennis Fisher
(214) 518-1752 | Fax (972) 224-5931

dfisher@allonedebtsettlement.com
www.allonedebtsettlement.com

SERVICES WE OFFER
• Settle your debt for a

fraction of the balance.
• Eliminate high-interest

rates and late fees.
• Save you money.
• Help you avoid

Bankruptcy.
• Relieve your Debt Stress!

Debt that can be included
• Credit Cards
• Medical Bills
• Personal Loans
• Old Utility Bills
• Repossessed Vehicle Loans
• Charge Offs
• Collection Accounts
• Judgements
• Some Deparment Store

Debt

(NDG Wire) The annual
Pooch Pool Party will take
place Saturday, September
12 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at
the Rosemeade Rainforest
Aquatic Complex (1334 E.
Rosemeade Parkway).

There will be scheduled
activities and friendly com-
petitions for Best Swimsuit,
Best Dog ‘N Owner Look-
alike and Pool Toy Retrieval.

Admission is $3 per dog;
there is no charge for hu-
mans. Owners must show
proof of their dog’s current
rabies vaccinations. For in-
formation, call Carrollton
Athletics at 972-466-9833.

wireless device while driv-
ing.

• Drivers under 18 can
only have one person less
than 21 years of age in the
car that is a non-family mem-
ber.

• Driving is prohibited
from midnight to 5 a.m. for
drivers under 18 except when
going to school, work, or for
an emergency.

• Persons new to the state
now have 90 days to change
their address and get a Texas
driver’s license instead of 30
days.

• All persons wanting to
gain a Texas driver’s license
must prove residency, PO
boxes are no longer a proof
of residency, and there are
new requirements for dri-
ver’s licenses being delivered
to PO boxes.

• Anyone arrested of a
DWI with a child in the vehi-
cle will have their license au-
tomatically suspended.

• If a CDL Class license
driver is caught harboring or
transporting an illegal alien,
the driver can loose their
CDL rating for life.

HB 55 also became a law
on the first of the month pro-
hibiting the use of all cell
phone and wireless devices
in school zones except when
used with a head set or for
emergency (911) calls.

Highland Park was the
first city to pass the ordi-
nance in the beginning of the

year, and the State Legisla-
ture quickly adopted it to
make a state wide law. The
law also states school zones
must to have this policy
clearly marked by signs
placed under school zone
signs; however, some cities
have not been able to install
those signs by September 1.
Cities that do not have the
signs posted will not be en-
forcing or writing tickets for
violators until the signs are in
place.

HB 537 now mandates
all passengers in a vehicle, no
matter if they are front or
back seat passengers, must
wear a seat belt and children
less than five years old can
only ride in the side car of a
motorcycle.

Also, according to Senate
Bill (SB) 61, all children
under eight years old or four
feet nine inches in height
must be restrained in a proper
safety seat.

After the first, SB 328
now allows DPS officers to
suspend a minor’s driver’s li-
cense if they fail a blood al-
cohol test when operating a
boat, jet ski, or other water
craft. Additionally, the fee
for reinstating a suspended li-
cense was raised from $50 to
$100.

Minors can also be
charged and arrested with
public intoxication under the
new law from HB 558.

Bills defining or updating

criminal offenses also took
affect this month. For exam-
ple, stealing a driver’s license
or any person’s identification
is now a Class B misde-
meanor according to HB
1282.

SB 554 now makes it il-
legal to own dog fighting
equipment. In addition, if
equipment is found or evi-
dence of dog fighting is
found on your property, the
state can seize your property
and the contraband. The new
law also stipulates dog fight-
ing is a type of organized
crime which carries harsher
penalties if convicted.

According to HB 1813,
it is now a third degree
felony to tamper with evi-
dence.

Under SB 689, regis-
tered sex offenders who
used the internet to find or
abuse their victims now
have restricted access to the
internet and have to provide
all of their digital informa-
tion, including their email
address(es), when they reg-
ister as a sex offender.

And finally, to be more
current with federal laws,
SB 1188 allows Texans to
buy firearms, accessories,
and ammunition in all
states, not just those neigh-
boring Texas.

For a complete list of
laws effective September 1,
see http://www.legis.state.
tx.us/Home.aspx
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(NDG Wire) Girls In-
corporated of Metropoli-
tan Dallas held a four-
week Camp SMART sum-
mer program for more
than 100 girls entering the
5th and 6th grades. One of
their activities was an in-
teractive visit to The Trin-
ity Trust.

Camp SMART is a
comprehensive camp that
focuses on specific topic
areas and complements the
Girls Inc., Operation
SMART® (science, math
and relevant technology)
curriculum, which is de-
signed to get girls interested

in science, math and tech-
nology. It includes hands-
on projects, experiments,
technology driven activities
and field trips. Girls learn
about careers in science,
math and technology, and
they explore, ask questions
and increase scientific liter-
acy and numeric skills.

Dr. Gail Thomas, presi-
dent of The Trinity Trust,
said, “We are excited to
open the doors to these
young girls to learn about
the magnitude of The Trin-
ity project. When they saw
the large-scale model of
The Trinity project, ob-

served images of the Cala-
trava-designed Margaret
Hunt Hill Bridge, and lis-
tened to what their future
would look like, they were
really excited. We hope
they were inspired to look
at careers as engineers, ar-
chitects and designers, to
help us build Dallas.”

Alexis Andrews, a Girls
Inc. participant, said, “I
liked learning about how
big The Trinity project is,
and that we are now build-
ing a bridge and a park that
will be there for my genera-
tion. It makes me excited to
learn about all the different

careers involved in building
it.”

A $2 billion public
works project, The Trinity
project is one of the largest
urban developments in the
nation, stretching 20 miles
in Dallas proper and en-
compassing 10,000 acres.
Plans include a meandering
river, downtown lakes, an
island, wetlands, hike and
bike trails, a whitewater
course, riding paths and na-
ture walks through the
Great Trinity Forest. The
Trinity River Audubon
Center is already com-
pleted.

the Dallas Urban Financial
Services Coalition, serves on
the executive board of the W
& V Payne Foundation, a
Texas nonprofit organization
serving low to moderate in-
come families and serves in
an advisory capacity on the
board of the KappaAlpha Psi
Federal Credit Union, a
Texas charted financial insti-
tution. He holds a master of
business administration de-
gree in corporate finance
from the University of Dal-
las’ Graduate School of Man-
agement, a bachelor of sci-
ence in business marketing
from Grambling State Uni-
versity and is a graduate of
the Texas Tech University
Rawls College of Business
School of Bank Manage-
ment.

As a proven community
leader and volunteer, Jesse J.
Jackson understands the sig-
nificant challenges facing the
Greater Dallas area and is
specifically concerned with

the impact of the current eco-
nomic conditions and the
issue of financial literacy.
Through education obtained
through the Leadership Dal-
las program and his profes-

sional experience, he plans to
continue developing aware-
ness of financial responsibil-
ity among youth and improve
financial education within the
overall community.

Arts & Entertainment Community Spotlight
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$65 Traffic
Ticket Defense
CRIMINAL
CASES

Misdemeanor
DWI • Felony
Juvenile Law

Suspended Driver’s License

CAR
ACCIDENTS

Personal Injury
18 Wheeler
Accidents

* If you qualify fees quoted above are
Minimum Down payment needed to
begin processing your case.

$99
*DIVORCE

Custody Battles | Paternity
Tests | Child Support

Name Change

LAW SUITS
Medical Malpractice

Discrimination
Civil Litigations

Sexual Harassment

IMMIGRATION LAW
Phones answered until 10pm

Open Saturday & Sunday!

214-631-4330
2710 N. Stemmons Fwy. #1100

Dallas, TX 75207
Law Office of

Clement Umeakuana, P.C.

The Trinity Trust Helps Girls Incorporated Members Get SMART

West Dallas Center visited The Trinity Trust as part of
the Girls SMART program. Pictured on the left is Dr.
Gail Thomas, president of The Trinity Trust, and on the
far right is Tierney Kaufman, The Trinity Trust outreach
coordinator.

to learn.
I've talked about your par-

ents' responsibility for making
sure you stay on track, and get
your homework done, and
don't spend every waking hour
in front of the TV or with that
Xbox.

I've talked a lot about your
government's responsibility
for setting high standards, sup-
porting teachers and princi-

pals, and turning around
schools that aren't working
where students aren't getting
the opportunities they deserve.

But at the end of the day,
we can have the most dedi-
cated teachers, the most sup-
portive parents, and the best
schools in the world - and
none of it will matter unless
all of you fulfill your respon-
sibilities. Unless you show up

to those schools; pay attention
to those teachers; listen to
your parents, grandparents
and other adults; and put in
the hard work it takes to suc-
ceed.

And that's what I want to
focus on today: the responsi-
bility each of you has for
your education. I want to
start with the responsibility
you have to yourself.”

OBAMA, continued fromPage 3
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Ongoing
African American Repub-
lican Club of Collin County
meets 3rd Tuesday of every
month at 7 pm. (Doors open
at 6:30 pm.) Collin County
Republican Party HQ. 8416
Stacy Road, McKinney. Call
FredMoses at 972-618-7027
or fred@tes.com for more in-
formation.

Collin County Black
Chamber of Commerce,
September 10. CCBCC
General Meetings for Sum-
mer Quarter, McKinney
Public Library, 101 E.
Hunt Street McKinney

Collin County Black
Chamber of Commerce:
Monthly Lunch & Learn -
August 20 & September
17, $15 for members, $20
for non-members, 11:00am
until 1:00pm at the El Fenix
Restaurant, 3450 S. Central
Expressway, McKinney.
Info: (469) 424-0120.

DFW Financially Em-
powered Women meet
monthly for lunch or dinner
and a fun, informative sem-
inar on various financial
topics. For info: 469-942-
0809 or meeetup.com/378.

Marriage Prep Class 1st
Saturdays monthly. 423
West Wheatland Rd. Suite
101, Duncanville. $10 fee
for materials. For info call
Karen Duval at 972-709-
1180.

No Limit Network Busi-
ness Networking Lunch 1st
Thursday at 1 pm in Plano
Must RSVP at www.TheNo-
LimitNetwork.com or 972-
898-5882.

The National Business
Women Enterprise Net-
work (NBWEN) Learning
Over Lunch Series: 4th
Saturdays, 11am-1pm, Re-
MarkableAffairs Cafe, 2727
LBJ Freeway, Suite 140,
Dallas, $20 for members;
$35 for non-members, $5 off
for early bird registration.
See http://nbwenorg.ning
.com.

Thru October 25
The George Washington
Carver: An Extraordinary
ManWithAMighty Vision
Exhibit at TheAfricanAmer-
ican Museum, 3536 Grand
Avenue, Historic Fair Park,
Dallas, 214-565-9026, $5
Adults, $2 Children www.
aamdallas.org

September 4 – December 4
Adriatic First FridaysArt
Walk 6-9 p.m. Adriatica
MerchantsAssociation pre-
sents First Fridays at Adri-
atica (McKinney). Art
walk, live music, sidewalk
sales, free food samplings.
Admission is FREE. Every
1st Friday on Virginia
Pkwy between Ridge and
Stonebridge Dr. 972-540-
2739

September 10
The Plano City Council
Neighborhood Round-
table - District 4, 7:00 pm -
9:00 pm at the Plano Sports
Authority StarCenter, 6500
Preston Meadow

“Princeton Review: Get-
ting In” is set for 6:30-8:30
p.m., Thursday, Sept. 10, at
the Spring Creek Campus
Conference Center, 2800 E.
Spring Creek Parkway, in
Plano.

DFW International Din-
ner with keynote speaker
Mayor Tom Leppert of Dal-
las at Temple Emanu-El,
8500 Hillcrest Road at 6
p.m. and will include a ban-
quet featuring 17 courses
from around the world with
flags from 54 countries in
the Parade of Nations.
Tickets are $100 per person
and can be purchased on-
line or by phone. Info:
www.dfwinternational.org

September 11
Annual 9-11 Memorial -
The McKinney Fire De-
partment & the McKinney
Police Department invite
you to the Annual 9-1-1
Memorial Honoring those
who died on September 11,
2001 at 10:30 a.m. Veterans

Park, Craig Ranch, 6053
WeiskophAvenue, McKin-
ney

September 12
NAACPGarland Branch
19th Annual Freedom
Fund & Silent Auction
Celebration at the GISD
Special Events Center,
4999 Naaman Forest Blvd.
at George Bush Turnpike,
Garland. The Silent Auc-
tion begins at 9:00 a.m. and
the brunch will begin at
10:00 a.m.

September 13
Plano Bridal Show 12:00
pm to 5 pm. Admission is
$10 for adults, children 14
and under $5 (includes tod-
dlers & infants). Info: 972-
713-9920 or www.bridal-
showsinc.com

September 14
Garland ISD Middle
School Meet the Teacher
Night

September 16
The Irving International
Women's Consortium at 6
p.m. at the office of TXU
Energy, 6555 Sierra Drive,
Irving. Bring an ethnic or
culutural dish that reflects
your background for an
evening of food and net-
working. The event is free,
but registration is re-
quested. Please RSVP no
later than Thursday, Sep-
tember 10, 2009. To regis-
ter for this event and to pro-
vide dish you will bring,
please contact either Di-
anne Orfanos 469-831-
9133 dorfanos@dcccd.edu
or Monica Ellington 972-
831-8866 monica@iiwc
.net

September 17
Capacity Building with
Grants Expo: Meet non-
profit groups, educators,
successful grant writers,
and share strategies. From
8am to 5pm Admission
$39 Info: Tasa Anderson at
903-639-4519 or www
.grantexperts.info

Jethro Pugh UNCF
Scholarship Invitational
Golf Tournament at Tour
18, for sponsorship and
golfer information call
(972) 234-1007.

September 18 - 20
EDS Credit Union Plano
Balloon Festival at Oak
Point Park, 2801 E. Spring
Creek Parkway.Admission:
$8 Day Ticket (allows re-
admission during the day);
$5 SingleAdmission Event
Ticket, Special $4 Discount
Ticket between 9 am & 3
pm Saturday & Sunday.
Kids under 36" free. Sen-
iors 65 & older $1 off any
ticket price. Info: Jo Via at
(972) 867-7566 or www.
planoballoonfest.org

September 18
Jazz Friday featuring
Faith Band 7:00 - 10:00
pm, 13342 Midway Road
Suite 250 at ArtFest Intl,
Dallas. Tickets: $10 - $25,
email stephanie@stephani-
estips.com for paypal link
and e-ticket.

25th Annual Partnership
Golf Tournment at Fire-
wheel Golf Park, Garland.
Tee off at 9 a.m. Contact
Jami Manners at jami.man-
ners@garlandchamber.com
for more information of to
register for this tournament.

September 19
Arnez J & Earthquake at
Nokia Theatre in Grand
Prairie at 8 p.m.

September 23 - 26
Life Enrichment Boot
Camp Admission Fee:
$200 per person. From 6pm
to 11pm Info: David
Bishop at 214-736-9991,
www.lifeenrichmentboot-
camp.com or www.mar-
riagebootcamp.com

September 24
AARP Driver Safety
Classes 6-10 p.m. Fee is
$12 for AARP members
and $14 for non-members.
Reservations may be made

by calling 972-744-7800.

UNCF’s Annual DFW
Campaign Kick Off Re-
ception RSVP by Septem-
ber 17th at (972) 234-1007

September 25-26
One Diva and Twenty-
One Dudes Visual Arts
Extravaganza at TBAAL
at 650 S. Griffin St. Dallas,
info: NoraWilson 214 743-
2506

September 25
Jamie Foxx at Nokia The-
atre in Grand Prairie at 8
p.m.

8thAnnual Fiesta-on-the-
Square, Hispanic Her-
itage Celebration in 6:00-
10:00 p.m., Info: Denton
Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce, djurbina@
texstar.us, 940-565-1919.

September 26
City of Garland is hosting
Healthy Living Expo

A Gospel Musical Con-
cert at 5:00 p.m. hosted by
Granny’s Place, Inc. a non
profit residential home for
girls in and aging out of
foster care at the Free Will
Baptist Church, 1415
Wheatland Road in Dun-
canville.

September 27
Recognizing Dedication:
The 2009 Dance Council
Honors at 3:00 p.m. at Dal-
las Black Dance Theatre,
2700 Flora Street, Dallas.
Tickets are $30 for adults,
$25 for DC members, and
$20 for students. Silent auc-
tion and ticket proceeds
will benefit the Dance
Council Scholarship Fund.
Info: www.thedancecoun-
cil.org, 214-219-2290, or at
the door. Seating is limited.

September 30
Annual Celebration of
Enterprise Business Expo
Awards Luncheon at
11:30am-1pm, Business
Expo 10 am-3:00pm, VIP

Reception 10:30-11:30 am
Luncheon tickets are $45
and a table of 10 is $400;
after August 14th Lunch-
eon tickets are $65 and a
table of 10 is $600. Admis-
sion to the Business Expo is
open to the public and Free.
Info: 972-612-2425 or
www.celebrationofenter-
prise.com

Garland Mayor's Even-
ing In ~ 5-7 p.m. City Hall,
200 North Fifth Street To
reserve a time slot, call
972-205-2471 or email
edattamo@ci.garland.tx.us

October 2
Envogue is performing at
the SWA State Fair Classic
Pre-Game at the Cotton
Bowl

Jazz Series at BishopArts
Theater Center hosted by
Camron Smith featuring
Phil Perry with KimWaters

Richardsons NETWORKof
Community Ministries
hosts annual tournament
beginning with a shotgun
start at 1 p.m. Four-person
teams will play a Florida
Scramble at Sherrill Park
Pavilion.

Dallas Alumni Chapter of
Prairie ViewA&MUniver-
sity are hosting 14th An-
nual Athletic Scholarship
Gala at 6:30 p.m. at the
Westin City Center Hotel-
Downtown Dallas (650
North Pearl Street).

October 3
Southwest Airlines State
Fair Classic at Cotton
Bowl, Dallas

October 6
Susan G. Komen for the
Cure Golf Tournament at
the Eldorado Country Club
in McKinney. Tournament
will begin with a shotgun
startat 9 a.m. Oct. 6. Tour-
nament fee is $90, deadline
for registration is Sept. 28.
Entry forms/info 972-473-
5961.



(AP) A federal grand
jury has indicted Eugene
Lockhart, Jr., 48, a former
player with the Dallas Cow-
boys, and eight others on
various charges related to a
mortgage fraud scheme he
and the others allegedly ran
in the Dallas area from
2001 through 2005, an-
nounced U.S. Attorney
James T. Jacks of the North-
ern District of Texas. Lock-
hart, of Carrollton, Texas,
and co-defendant Lendell
Beacham, 50, of DeSoto,
Texas, were arrested this
morning by FBI agents, and
will appear this afternoon at
1:00 p.m. before U.S. Mag-
istrate Judge Jeff Kaplan for
their initial appearance.

All nine defendants are
charged in the indictment,
returned by a federal grand

jury earlier this week and
unsealed this morning, with
various offenses related to
the scheme, including con-
spiracy, bank fraud, and
wire fraud.

In addition to Lockhart
and Beacham, the following
defendants are named in the
indictment: William Ran-
dolph Tisdale, Jr., 45, for-
merly of Dallas, but cur-
rently serving a federal sen-
tence on unrelated charges;
Hubert Jones, III, 39, of
Garland, Texas; Patricia Or-
tega Suarez, 55, of Dallas;
Suzette Switzer Hinds, 45,
of Dallas; MichaelAnthony
Caldwell, 49, of Arlington,
Texas; Donna Lois Knee-
land, 45, of Grand Prairie,
Texas; and Bryan J. Moor-
man, 67, of Mesquite,
Texas. These defendants,

with the exception of Tis-
dale, are expected to surren-
der to the FBI tomorrow
morning, September 4,
2009.

All nine defendants are
charged with one count of
conspiracy to commit bank
fraud and wire fraud. In ad-
dition, Lockhart, Beacham
and Moorman are each
charged with one count of
wire fraud; Tisdale is also
charged with two counts of
bank fraud; Jones is also
charged with two counts of
bank fraud and one count of
wire fraud; Suarez is also
charged with one count
each of bank fraud and wire
fraud; and Hinds is also
charged with one count of
bank fraud.

According to the indict-
ment, Lockhart was in-

volved with several real es-
tate entities, including
America’s TeamMortgage;
America’s Team Realty;
America’s Team Funding
Group; Ace Mortgage;
Cowboys Realty; Cowboys
Mortgage and KLT Proper-
ties. Tisdale was involved
with Pinnacle Development
and Realty Corporation;
Atilla Capital Corporation;
and KLT Properties. Jones
was the President of Pinna-
cle Development and Re-
alty Corporation and Direc-
tor of Atilla Capital Corpo-
ration. Beacham was the
owner of Cowboys Mort-
gage and was involved with
Ace Mortgage.

Defendants Suarez,
Hinds and Kneeland were
escrow officers at various
title companies. Caldwell
was the general manager at
New Land National Title
and Moorman was an ap-
praiser.

The indictment alleges
that the defendants ran a
scheme in which they lo-
cated single-family resi-
dences for sale in the Dal-
las area, including dis-
tressed and pre-foreclosure
properties, and negotiated a
sales price with the seller.
They created surplus loan
proceeds by inflating the
sales price to an arbitrary
amount substantially more
than the fair market value
of the residence.

They recruited individ-
uals to act as nominee or
“straw purchasers” or
“straw borrowers,” promis-
ing to pay them a bonus or
commission of between
$10,000 and $20,000 for
their participation in a par-
ticular real estate transac-
tion.

The conspirators caus-
ed the loan applications for
each straw borrower to in-
clude false financial infor-

mation, often including in-
flated false income figures
to conceal the borrower’s
true financial condition so
that the lender would more
likely approve the loan.

The conspirators con-
cealed from the lenders the
true status, financial condi-
tion and intentions of the
named borrowers, knowing
that loans would not likely
be approved if the lender
knew the true role, credit
worthiness, and risk of each
straw borrower.

The conspirators falsely
represented in loan docu-
ments that the straw pur-
chaser intended to use the
property as their primary
residence, intentionally
concealing from lender that
each straw borrower,
viewed himself as an “in-
vestor,” who never intended
to occupy the home.

The indictment also al-
leges that the conspirators
caused bogus and fraudu-
lent “marketing fees” to be
listed on loan closing docu-
ments to provide a means
for the conspirators to re-

ceive surplus/excess loan
proceeds.

The scope of the con-
spiracy involved approxi-
mately 54 fraudulent resi-
dential property loan clos-
ings resulting in the funding
of approximately $20.5 mil-
lion in fraudulent loans.

An indictment is an ac-
cusation by a federal grand
jury and a defendant is en-
titled to the presumption of
innocence unless proven
guilty. If convicted how-
ever, the conspiracy and
each bank fraud counts car-
ries a maximum statutory
sentence of 30 years in
prison, a $1 million fine and
restitution.

Each of the wire fraud
counts, upon conviction,
carries a maximum statu-
tory sentence of 20 years in
prison, a $250,000 fine and
restitution. In addition, the
indictment includes a for-
feiture allegation which
would require the defen-
dants, upon conviction, to
forfeit various sums of
money, totaling up to $20.4
million.
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Former Dallas Cowboys Football Player
Eugene Lockhart and Eight Others
Charged in Mortgage Fraud Scheme

Federal Indictment Charges Conspiracy, Bank Fraud, and Wire Fraud

Eugene Lockhart

Eugene Lockhart



(AP) San Diego Charg-
ers star outside linebacker
Shawne Merriman said he
did not harm reality TV star
Tila Tequila at his home
early Sunday and added he
was concerned for her
safety because she appeared
to be intoxicated.

Merriman was arrested
and accused of choking and
throwing Tequila to the
ground as she tried to leave
his home in suburban
Poway. Tequila signed a cit-
izen's arrest warrant charg-
ing Merriman with battery
and false imprisonment.
Both are felonies.

Merriman spent about 2
1/2 hours in the downtown
jail before posting bail.

Merriman practiced
Monday, then said he's con-
vinced he'll be cleared. It
will ultimately be up to the
District Attorney's office to
decide if he'll be charged.

"I think when it all sur-
faces, it will be a different
situation. Period," said
Merriman, who described
Tequila as an acquaintance.

Tequila, whose real
name is Tila Nguyen, is best
known for "A Shot at Love
with Tila Tequila," which
ran for two seasons on
MTV. The bisexual dating
show featured men and
women vying for Tequila's
affections. She has also
modeled for Playboy and
other men's magazines.

Merriman said he was
limited in what he could

say. He kept referring to a
statement issued through
his attorney Sunday night.

"At the time, I was con-
cerned about her welfare
given the intoxicated state
she appeared to be in and I
encouraged her to stay until
safe transportation could be
provided," Merriman said
in the statement. "We would
all do our best to help a
friend if we considered their
actions to be detrimental to
their personal safety.

"I in no way caused any
harm to Ms. Nguyen, how-
ever, paramedics were
called and she was exam-
ined but no injuries were re-
ported," the statement con-
tinued.

"It's kind of a tough sit-
uation where you think
you're doing the right
thing," Merriman said
Monday. "I'm glad that
everyone was safe at the
end of the day. I don't think
I will regret that part."

Asked if he threw
Tequila to the ground, the
6-foot-4, 265-pound Merri-
man said: "No. I can't talk
about any of that stuff."

Scott E. Leemon, an at-
torney for Tequila, didn't re-
spond to an e-mail asking
for comment on Merriman's
statement.

Also Monday, the
owner of a downtown club
where Merriman and
Tequila attended a party

Saturday night said his staff
told him Tequila had been
drinking and it appeared
Merriman had ordered only
bottled water.

"I feel sorry for the guy
and I think the truth needs
to be told," said James
Brennan, who owns Stinga-
ree, one of the city's top
hangouts for celebrities.

Brennan said he nor-
mally wouldn't comment,
but felt he should after see-
ing Tequila's tweet in which

she said she's allergic to al-
cohol.

"It sounds like she's al-
lergic to the truth," Brennan
told The Associated Press.

Brennan said he was not
at the club Saturday night,
but had spoken with every
employee who dealt with
Tequila and Merriman.
Brennan said he was told
she had shots of tequila and
drank from a bottle of
vodka. Brennan said
Tequila requested that his

brother, Shane, a manager
at Stingaree, have a shot of
tequila with her.

"She wasn't like falling
down or anything of that
nature, but she was visibly
intoxicated," Brennan said.

In a tweet Sunday,
Tequila said: "I am allergic
to alcohol. It has been pub-
licly known for years. That
is how I got the name Tila
"Tequila" cuz the irony. I
cant drink."

(NDG Wire) Garland
Civic Theatre will continue
its 2009-2010 Diamonds
Are Forever season with a
production of Harvey by
Mary Chase. Performances
are scheduled for Thursday
through Sunday, October 1
to October 24, 2009 at the
Granville Arts Center, 300
North 5th Street in down-
town Garland.

This classic American
gem tells the story of one
Elwood P. Dowd and his
imaginary friend, a 6 ft tall
rabbit. No one other than
Elwood sees or hears the

rabbit, Harvey. When El-
wood starts to introduce
Harvey to guests at a soci-
ety party, his sister, Veta,
has seen as much of eccen-
tric behavior as she can tol-
erate. She decides to have
him committed to a sanitar-
ium to spare her daughter,
Myrtle Mae, and their fam-
ily from future embarrass-
ment.

Problems arise, how-
ever, when Veta herself is
mistakenly assumed to be
on the verge of lunacy
when she explains to doc-
tors that years of living with

Elwood’s hallucination
have caused her to see Har-
vey also! The doctors com-
mit Veta instead of Elwood,
but when the truth comes
out, the search is on for El-
wood and his invisible
companion. When he
shows up at the sanitarium
looking for his lost friend
Harvey, it seems that the
mild-mannered Elwood’s
delusion has had a strange
influence on more than one
of the doctors. Only at the
end does Veta realize that
maybe Harvey isn’t so bad
after all. This is a hilarious

romp with an endless array
of comic characters. A
“must see” for the entire
family.

Call the Arts Center
Box Office at 972-205-
2790 for tickets. Tickets are
$20 on Friday and Saturday
evenings and $18 on Thurs-
day evenings and Saturday
or Sunday matinees. There
are discounts available for
those who are over 59 and
under 19. Students over 19,
KERA members, and
DART riders also can get a
discount. There is a service
charge added to each ticket.

Car ReviewArts & Entertainment For more entertainment news visit www.NorthDallasGazette.com
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Harvey Comes to Garland Civic Theatre

JonMorehouse as Dr. William Chumley, Reg Platt as El-
wood P. Dowd, and Susan McMath Platt as Veta Louise
Simmons. All photos are by Celeste Rogers

Chargers LB says He Did Not Harm Reality TV Star



(NDGWire) Social net-
working sites are more than
online vehicles for casual
communication between
family and friends. They
have also become valuable
resources for advancement
in the business and profes-
sional world.

Social media expert J.R.
Atkins of Something Dif-
ferent Co., can help you be-
come more familiar with

Facebook, Twitter,
LinkedIn and other social
networks during a train-
ing workshop sponsored
by ManeLock Commu-
nications.

The workshop will
be held Saturday, Sept.
12, from 10:30 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m. at The
Total Wellness Center,
1700 Commerce Street
(corner of Ervay) in

downtown Dallas.
The workshop is open

to anyone, but media and
business professionals will
find the information partic-
ularly useful. Atkins will
cover how to set up net-
working accounts, adver-
tise, and incorporate video
applications.

The workshop fee is
$15. Seating limited. You
can pay on arrival but you
must RSVP by calling (214-
803-3920).

and choose what photos they
developed, and if they didn't
think it was a good photo
they wouldn't develop it,"
said Pruitt.

She was looking for that
particular print, and she no-
ticed it never got developed.
Going back through the neg-
atives, she saw that although
it was over exposed, it was a
great photo, and also realized
she didn't want anyone else
choosing her memories.

"After that, I learned how
to develop my own film be-
cause I wanted to be able to
control which photos got de-
veloped," Pruitt said. "I did-
n't want someone else pick-
ing my photos for me. Every-
one shoots a decent picture."

Pruitt honed her skills in
digital photography at Collin
County Community College
and is partially self-taught.
She started her career taking

photos of fine art for reprints.
"Taking a photo for a

reprint gives the piece an-
other life. When you sell a
piece of art, that's the end of
its life. But with reprints, it's
like you have children of the
original piece, and its life
continues in another
medium," she said.

Her love for art and pho-
tography inspired her to open
14th Street Gallery as a way
for herself and other artistic
photographers to showcase
their work. It is also a studio
space for shoots. Sunny and
bright with plenty of win-
dows, the 14th Street Gallery
is a hidden jewel that boasts
more than pretty artwork and
occasional events.

The gallery also func-
tions as a business space
where Pruitt offers her cus-
tomers a chance to turn
ragged, well-loved photo-

graphs into showpieces
through photo restoration and
decorative framing.

"I had a man come in
with a wallet-sized photo of
himself as a kid, and he
wanted to show his girlfriend
that he was cute when he was
a kid, so I was able to restore
it for him,” she laughed.
“People also come in with
old family pictures that have
faded and want them re-
stored."

Pruitt is passionate about
helping people restore pho-
tos, believing that photos are
memories.

“People have sentimental
pieces they’re attached to,”
she said. “What we think of
as only snapshots are really
moments in history.”

She said she wants to
help people get their photos
out of the box, onto paper and
into frames for display in the

home. She said the everyday
person can afford to take a
snapshot and have it cropped
and color balanced into a
work of art, and feel good
about their work.

Pruitt said she can bring
photos back to life by erasing
fold lines, enlarging wallet
sizes and adding color.

"There is so much detail
that gets lost in an old or
small photo," she said. "And
sometimes you don't see it. I
had a lady come in with tubs
of photos that were wet and
stuck together. We were able
to restore some of them,
which meant a lot to her."

Because preserving
memories is important to the
gallery staff, all of who are
photographers, another serv-
ice offered is helping family-
tree enthusiasts self-publish
an anthology of their family
history and other information

into genealogy books for
family distribution.

Another way Pruitt pre-
serves memories is by taking
artistic shots of flowers, as
they remind her of her
mother and of growing up in
Chickasha, OK. "My mother
would always give us flowers
when we accomplished
something like graduation,"
she said with a smile. "So my
favorite things to shoot are
flowers because I never want
them to die."

The 14th Street Gallery
also has a satellite store in the
heart of downtown Plano,
called 14th on 15th. It is a
mini gallery and gift shop
that sells jewelry, frames,
pottery and art cards, and is

located at 15th Street and K
Avenue inside the Art Centre
of Plano building.

Pruitt specializes in large
format printing, photo
reprinting and restoration,
fine art reproductions, fram-
ing, matting, portrait sittings,
product photography, event
photography, website design,
dry-mounting, scanning and
photo archival. Pruitt said she
is also available for event
photography and family por-
traits.

For more information on
meshing memories with the
arts, visit the 14th Street
Gallery at 1412 14th Street in
Plano, call Gabrielle Pruitt at
972-633-3822, or visit
www.14thstreetgallery.com/.

11999977  CCAADDIILLLLAACC  FFOORR  SSAALLEE

997722--660066--33889911

1997 Cadillac LeRitz SLS: gold, 4-door,
automatic sedan, 26,471 miles. $6,500
32v Northstar engine, new tires, actual miles 26k. One
owner, loaded, like new. Vehicle is in top condition and
has been mostly parked the past 12 years. It’s a well-
kept jewel for the right person. Must see to appreciate.
Maintenance schedule honored, registered and in-
spected. Vehicle being offered for cash or terms (will
consider financing with a minimum of 35% down

payment.) For sale by private person - it’s ready to go!
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Business Service Directory

ARE YOU CONCERNED ABOUT YOUR
HEALTH CARE COSTS?
I’M HERE TO HELP

To learn about Medicare Advantage Plans and
Medicare Advantage prescription drug plans, please

call me.

ANTHOINETTE ADAMS
Secure Horizons

817-861-2023     |    aanthoinette@yahoo.com

HEALTH CARE

AIR CONDITIONER PARTS

ATTENTION A/C TECHNICIANS
Ignition Control (Two Stage Spark)

For Sale

Part #CNT04717x13651111-010
Paid $200 – Will Take $100

972-606-3891

MEMORIES, continued from Page 1

Social Media Workshop

FLOWER BED CLEAN-UP
Pruning Flowers And Trees

Hedge Trimming 
Re-Mulch For Winter 

Tree Trimming 
Scalping Your Lawn 

CALL LARRY NOW
972-333-5600

For Your Free Estimate

Fall Is Upon Us!
It’s Time

To Winterize
Your Lawn 

PROFESSIONAL LAWN CARE
AT YOUR SERVICE

Pace Scholarship
Fundraiser
The Professional Achievers for

Community Excellence (PACE) is
hosting a scholarship fundraiser on
Saturday, September 12, from 7
a.m. until 2 p.m. at 1808 Random

Road in Carrollton.
PACE will have a yard sale as well as a bake sale to

raise monies for scholarships. 
For more information about the fundraiser event, call

(214) 995-5972. 



NATALIE ROBERTSON 
Meet Jennifer, a 36

year-old loving wife and
mother of two who lived in
the perfect little house, in
the perfect little neighbor-
hood.  On the outside, it ap-
peared that Jennifer was
living the American dream
but in reality she was dying
inside.  Jennifer, like 20
million other Americans
was trapped in a sexless
marriage.  

As a stay-at-home
mom, Jennifer had a lot of
free time, and she started
spending it on Ashley-
Madison.com, a website
specifically for married
people looking to cheat.
How did she end up here?
It started a few months ear-
lier and according to her
“completely by accident.”
One January morning, Jen-
nifer was running some er-
rands in her husband’s car
and the radio was tuned to
his favorite radio station.
She was about to switch
the channel until she real-
ized they had a special
guest on that day.  And it
wasn’t just any guest, it
was Noel Biderman, cre-
ator of the most controver-
sial website on the internet
- AshleyMadison.com 

Biderman was invited
to appear on the popular
station that Ashley Madi-
son advertised on much to
the chagrin of even the
hosts themselves.  As Jen-
nifer listened intently Bi-
derman calmly fielded
calls from listeners ex-
plaining to them why mil-
lions of Americans turn to
his service.  Up to this
point, Jennifer had never
heard of AshleyMadi-
son.com or even knew a
site existed that catered to
people like her.  From that
moment she knew her life
was never going to be the
same. 

Before Biderman’s in-
terview, Jennifer had al-
ready been getting restless.
She was feeling sexual in a
way that she hadn’t since
college.  She was in the

best shape of her life, and
she’d been playing around
with cyber-sex, exchanging
pictures with a few lucky
friends.  But in the annals
of horny housewives fool-
ing around on their
spouses, Ashley Madison
was a different order of
magnitude.  “It was more

exciting to do it with peo-
ple I don’t know,” she says.
“It’s not something I’m
proud of, just something I
was interested in.”

Within a few days, one
of the guys she had been
chatting with asked her out
for coffee.  She thought his
pictures were cute.  Their
chats had been hot.  How
would it hurt her to say
yes? The chemistry was
even better in person.  Con-
versation turned into gentle
caressing.  Gentle caress-
ing turned into playful
fondling.  Playful fondling
turned into oral sex in the
back of her minivan.  Jen-
nifer was now having an
affair, and it was easier
than she had ever imag-
ined.  “I never thought I’d
cheat on my husband,” she
says “But there I was.”  

With more than 4.5
million members, and tens
of millions spent on adver-
tising, the 7-year-old Ash-
ley Madison is the first,
biggest and most profitable
infidelity site on the inter-
net.  Noel Biderman, the
site’s 38-year-old founder,
describes himself as a busi-

nessman and nothing more.  
A former sports agent,

Biderman, didn’t start Ash-
ley Madison to subvert the
institution of marriage
(he’s happily married with
two children).  In 2001, he
read an article that said In-
ternet dating sites were the
only content sector thriving

after the dot-com bust.
“The article went on to
suggest that as many as
30% of the people on these
dating services were at-
tached,” he says. “They
were using the anonymity
of the Internet to cloak
their true intentions.  I
thought, I’m gonna offer
up a service to these folks.”  

On February 14, 2002,
AshleyMadison.com was
officially born - taking its
moniker from the previous
year’s two most popular
girl’s names.  “The reality
was that people who were
going to cheat were going
to cheat anyway, and peo-
ple who weren’t going to
cheat were going to ignore
Ashley Madison, just like
they would any service,”
says Biderman. “But since
people will cheat, it’s a re-
cession-proof business.”

As word got out, mem-
bership grew “exponen-
tially” according to Bider-
man and by the start of
2008 Ashley Madison had
over 2 million members
and Biderman had made
tens of millions in profits.
To the general public, Ash-

ley Madison’s meteoric
rise was a shock but Bider-
man wasn’t surprised.  “20
million Americans are in
sexless marriages,” he
says, citing a recent report
from ABC News. “Some
can accept this fact and live
the rest of their lives celi-
bate, but most of us can’t.”  

His detractors offer up
divorce as the solution, but
as Biderman explains,
“That would mean that
marriage is only about sex
when, in fact, that’s only
one component.  There are
many reasons why divorce
simply isn’t an option:
family, finances, religion
even love.  Most of our
members deeply love their
spouse but they didn’t sign
up to be celibate for the rest
of their adult lives.  So they
turn to AshleyMadison
.com where they can sat-
isfy their sexual needs
while keeping their mar-
riages intact.” 

Biderman adds, “It
seems like every week we
hear of another celebrity,
athlete or politician caught

in an affair and although
the media is quick to judge
more often than not their
partner stands by them.”
That being said, Biderman
is quick to point out that
the best way not to get
caught is to use a discreet
service like his.   

So why do people turn
to AshleyMadison.com to
have an Affair? According
to Biderman, it’s because
they can meet other mar-
ried people in the exact

same situation as them
which is much safer in his
opinion. “The men and
women on Ashley Madi-
son, understand what
you’re going through and
will respect your discretion
because they’re in the same
position as you.”  

As of September 2009,
AshleyMadison.com has
over 4.5 million members
with someone new joining
the service every 15 sec-
onds.  And when you look
at areas like Dallas / Fort
Worth the numbers are
even more staggering with
memberships increasing
200% in just the past year
alone!

The rapid rise of his
controversial site has not
gone unnoticed by the Na-
tional Media.  In just the
past year alone, Biderman
has appeared on Larry
King, Nightline, Good
Morning America, Fox
News and The View – de-
fending the right for his
service to exist.   “Ashley
Madison didn’t invent infi-
delity.”  He explains “It’s

been around since the
dawn of time and if people
aren’t getting sexual inti-
macy in their relationships
they will look for it else-
where.  What I’m saying is
don’t have an affair with a
coworker and risk losing
your job, don’t date an un-
suspecting single person
and definitely don’t hire a
prostitute and break the
law.  If you need to need to
fill that intimacy void join
AshleyMadison.com.  Our

site is 100% secure, com-
pletely anonymous and
free to join.” 

The types of men and
women on the site vary as
much as the real world.
The only common denom-
inator is that they’re will-
ing to cheat.  “Steven”, 39-
year-old accountant from
Dallas, has discovered this.
Though he has met lovers
in more conventional ways,
he says he likes Ashley
Madison because, for the
most part, it gets rid of
guess-work.  “You don’t
have to worry about
whether or not someone
wants to have an affair,” he
says.  “It’s why everyone’s
there.”

“Sara,” 27, says that
when she signed on, she
had no plans to get into a
relationship and was look-
ing for something with “no
strings attached.”  She met
a guy who was able to fill
her sexual needs and be-
cause he was in the exact
same situation as her was-
n’t looking for anything
more.

“It was by far the most
satisfying experience I’ve
ever had,” she say, and it
also changed her percep-
tion of infidelity: “It’s
wrong for somebody to go
years without sex because
their spouse doesn’t want
to.”

For every piece of neg-
ative press Biderman re-
ceives, he claims to have
gotten ten times as many
“Thank You” letters from
members who swear that
he’s saved their marriages.
Thanks to Ashley Madison,
they’ve stopped resenting
their spouses and have be-
come better partners them-
selves.

As if the site wasn’t
controversial enough, Bi-
derman has introduced an
Affair Guarantee.  If you
don’t have an Affair using
his service he’ll personally
give you your money back.
No questions asked.   

To date, he hasn’t had
to yet.
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Biderman appears on CNN.

The King of Infidelity
How Web Mogul Noel Biderman Cashed In With Online Adultery

Biderman interviewed on the Tyra Banks Show.



BY REV. AL SHARPTON
(NNPA) It was 1957 and

the nation was in the midst
of the largest sweeping cul-
tural change since the abol-
ishment of slavery.  Integra-
tion was taking root in every
facet of life, Blacks were
beginning to see a sliver op-
portunity that had been af-
forded their White counter-
parts and Washington was
busy implementing laws
that would create cohesive
regulations for everyone to
abide by.  One of these dras-
tic, groundbreaking maneu-
vers was the establishment
of a unit that would oversee
incidents of biased prac-
tices, violations of individ-
ual and group's civil liber-
ties and the enforcement of
anti-discriminatory laws.  It
was a bold and necessary
endeavor known as the Civil
Rights Division, and today I
can proudly say that it is re-
turning to its original foun-
dation.

Last week, Attorney
General Eric Holder an-
nounced his commitment
and continued dedication to
revamping the United
State's Civil Rights Division
in an effort to return its
focus toward ending bigoted
practices against minorities.
Targeting traditionally un-
equal areas such as housing,
hiring and more, the divi-
sion will once again work to
protect people of color and
women from redlining,
mortgage scams, unfair fir-
ings, lack of employer di-
versity, improper promo-
tions, disproportionate pay
raises and other blatant in-
equities. 

As a civil rights advo-
cate and one who has dedi-
cated his life to ensuring the
advancement of all, I wel-
come this highly needed

shift in policy.  After eight
years of scandal, political
interests before public inter-
ests and an overall regres-
sion of civil liberties, the
Obama administration is
once again delivering on its

promise of change.  Hiring
at least 50 additional
lawyers, and adding about
$22 million for next year's
budget, the administration is
working diligently to level
the playing field, and create

a society based on justice
and equanimity.  

Although there has been
tremendous progress made
in the advancement of peo-
ple of color and women, un-
fortunately incidents arise

daily around the country
that require our govern-
ment's attention.  It is re-
freshing and comforting to
know that we have a Presi-
dent that not only recog-
nizes the need for restoring

a historic institution like the
Civil Rights Division to its
roots, but also one that puts
forth the necessary changes
to move us away from some
of the negatives implored on
the unit.
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CITY OF GARLAND, TEXAS

Suppliers of Goods, Services
and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
www.bidsync.com  

www.garlandpurchasing.com

City of
Plano, Texas

CAREER EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION

www.plano.gov
AA/EOE/ADA

DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING 
AND REWARDING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

• Competitive wages
• Array of benefits

• Education incentive pay
• . . . and more

SIGN UP TO TAKE
THE CITY OF IRVING’S NEXT

CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM.
CALL (972) 721-2532 TO REGISTER.

The City of Irving does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion,
age, or disability in employment or the provision of services.

wwwwww..cciittyyooffiirrvviinngg..oorrgg

Advertising Account Manager
Must be

• Able to telemarket effectively
• Willing to coldcall efficiently
• Skilled in Microsoft Word and Outlook
• Able to demonstrate good people skills
• Able to accept Draw against Commissions
• Willing to work in Plano and surrounding areas

Interested candidates please email your resume to
trj1909@tx.rr.com

Contact 972-606-7498 for Career Opportunity Advertising

RROOUUTTEE  PPEERRSSOONNSS
OOaakk  CClliiffff//DDoowwnnttoowwnn  DDaallllaass//
IIrrvviinngg//CCaarrrroollllttoonn//NNoorrtthh  DDaallllaass
$$110000  ppeerr  ddaayy  pplluuss  $$2255  ffoorr  ggaass

CCaallll((997722))  660066--33113322  oorr  FFaaxx  RReessuummee
ttoo  997722--550099--99005588

PPlleeaassee  lleeaavvee  aa  mmeessssaaggee!!

Alternate School
Crossing Guard

Code Enforcement
Technician - PT

Sanitarian

Student Intern 1 –
Resolution Center

Workforce Services 1945 E. Jackson Road
Carrollton, TX  75011-0535

Direct Line: (972) 466-3090
Website: http://www.cityofcarrollton.com

•You must apply online via our website
Equal Opportunity Employer

CITY OF CARROLLTON

Change Has Indeed Come to America

Store Management
Opportunities
Hobby Lobby is a
leader in the Arts &
Crafts industry with
400 stores located in

32 states.

Candidates must have
previous retail store
management experience in
“one of the following:”
Supermarket chain, Craft
chain, Mass merchant, Drug
chain, Building supply chain
Must be willing to relocate

Benefits include:
• All Stores Closed on Sunday
• Competitive Salaries
• Paid Vacations
• 401K Plan
• Medical/Dental
• Life Insurance
• Merchandise Discount
• Flex Spending Plan

Qualified Candidates
with Retail Management
experience as listed

above must apply online

www.hobbylobby.com

Dallas County
Dallas County is currently recruiting

for the following positions:

Building Inspector
Clinic Supervisor

Fraud Auditor
Internal Auditor II

Household Hazardous Waste Technician
Nurse Practitioner/Physician Assistant

Program Coordinator I
Registered Nurse II

Qualifications vary for each position.  To apply visit
www.dallascounty.org and complete the online application.
Starting salary is based on education and experience.    EOE



DAYSTAR
DELIVERANCE
MINISTRIES
September 2009

8:30 am – 11:30 am
Visit Helen’s House every
Monday and Friday to re-
ceive, to give, to comfort
and most of all to fellow-
ship.  Give-a-way of food,
love and household items
is given freely to all those
who could use a little
touch.

Apostle Minnie
Hawthorne-Ewing
Senior Pastor

635 W. Campbell Road
Suite 210

Richardson, TX 75080
972-480-0200

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST
CHURCH OF ALLEN
On Going, 9 am-4 pm
Monday – Friday

Prayer Lines for those in
need are 972-649-0566
and 972-649-0567.

September 19, 7 pm
You’re invited as our The-
ater & Arts Ministry pres-
ents the story of “Ruth” @
Story Elementary school in
Allen.  Witness the special
care which God’s plan for
redemption is revealed
through love and family.
September 26, 10 am 

Join us for our Founder’s
Day activities with family
fun, food and games at
200 Belmont Drive in
Allen.  Call the church for
details.

September 27, 2009
8:15 and 10:45 am

You’re invited to Harvest
Sunday as we worship and
praise God; and bring
someone with you.
Rev. W. L. Stafford, Sr.
M.Div., Senior Pastor
305 N. Alder Drive in
Allen for Sunday
Morning Worship
Church Address is
200 Belmont Drive
Allen, TX   75013
972-359-9956

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH OF

HAMILTON PARK
September 12, 8 am

Join us for our Women in
Red Prayer Breakfast in
the Fellowship Hall.

September 20, 6 pm
Come and enjoy our An-
gelic Choir Concert in the
Sanctuary.

Dr. Gregory Foster,
Senior Pastor

Rev. Anthony Foster
Pastor

300 Phillips Street
Richardson, TX   75081

972-235-4235

GREENVILLE AVENUE
CHURCH OF CHRIST
September 12, 8 am – 2 pm
In conjunction with South-
western Christian College
Bower Women’s Associa-
tion we are hosting a
FREE College Prep Work-
shop – “Wisdom &
Knowledge.”  It’s designed
to prepare students in
grades 8-12 for post-sec-
ondary education. A conti-
nental breakfast and lunch

will be provided; as well
as door prizes.  Call for de-
tails or just come.
Brother S.T.W. Gibbs, III

Senior Minister
1013 S. Greenville Avenue
Richardson, TX  75081

972-644-2335

NORTH DALLAS
COMMUNITY

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
September 11, 7:30 pm

Our Theatre Arts, Music &
Dance Ministries present:
Poetry & Praise.   “An
Evening of Poetry, Story-
telling, Dance & Song
Under the Stars,” @ the
Oak Point Amphitheater,
2801 E. Spring Creek
Pkwy in Plano. 
September 12, 2-6 pm

Celebrate 20 years of
God’s Grace with, “Our
Amazing Race…Changing
the World for Christ.”
Founders’ Day Events in-
clude our picnic on Satur-
day @ Churchill Park,
7001 Churchill Way, Dal-
las, TX 75230

September 19, 6 pm
Our concert will be @ the
Special Events Center-

Garland, 4999 Naaman
Forest Blvd, Garland
September 20, 9:30am

The conclusion is our
Founders’ Day Worship
Service with Pastor Gary
Frost from Youngstown,
OH, also @ the Special
Events Center-Garland.

Dr. Leslie W. Smith,
Senior Pastor

1010-1020 S. Sherman St.
Richardson, TX   75081

972-437-3493

PROFESSIONAL
ACHIEVERS FOR
COMMUNITY
EXCELLENCE

September 12, 9 am – 2 pm
Come to our scholarship
fundraiser yard and bake
sale @ 1808 Random
Road, Carrollton, TX.  All
proceeds will be for stu-
dents’ scholarships.  For
information call 214-995-
5972.

PILGRIM REST
BAPTIST CHURCH
September 19, 4 pm

& 20, 5 pm
Don’t miss our presenta-
tion of The Tribe of Judah,

a 10 Year Anniversary Cel-
ebration Concert with
Micah Stampley at the Fel-
lowship Dallas Worship
Center, 9330 N. Central
Expressway, Dallas, TX
75231, and a Dance Gala
featuring Dance Ministries
from around the Metroplex
at the church.  Call 214-
724-1789 or 214-893-1841
for information.
Dr. Curtis W. Wallace,

Senior Pastor
1819 N. Washington Ave.

Dallas, TX   75204
214-823-7308.

SHILOH BAPTIST
CHURCH IN PLANO
September 13, 8 am & 11 am
Come our Pastor’s An-
niversary Services as we

praise and worship God for
our leader.

Dr. Isiah Joshua, Jr.
Senior Pastor

920 E. 14th Street
Plano, TX   75074
972-423-6695

WORD OF LIFE
CHURCH OF

GOD IN CHRIST
This Friday Night

September 11, 7:45 pm
You’re invited to our
anointed Friday Night Live
Service, come to be en-
couraged and hear the
Word of God.

Elder Gregory Voss,
Senior Pastor

2765 Trinity Mills Road
Suite 305

Carrollton, TX   75006
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Church Happenings



Taking pictures has al-
ways been my hobby.  My
first camera was a Kodak
Brownie when I was a fresh-
man at Prairie View A & M.
I still look at pictures that I
took in college of my room-
mates and friends on campus.  

Sunday I was trying des-
perately to get my camera to
work so that I could take pic-
tures of babies being chris-
tened and toddlers baptized
by Senior Pastor, Elder Gre-
gory Voss, Word of Life
COGIC in Carrollton, Texas.
Joy, a young Christian in
church saw my dilemma and
asked if I needed help.  I re-
fused her help and continued
to tinker with my camera.
Finally, I was tired of the
camera, made it up in my
mind to return it to the store

the next day and have it re-
placed.  Surely, it couldn’t be
used by anyone!

Joy must have continued
to watch me and when she
saw that I had finally given
up, she approached me a sec-
ond time and asked if I
needed help.  This time, I
gave her the camera and said
it will not work.  Joy took the
camera and she fixed the
problem.  Joy not only took
pictures of the ceremony, but
she made a video and did
other neat things that the
camera had been designed to
do.  I was so fascinated by
what Joy had done so easily
that I asked her to take my
camera each time we have a
program, ceremony or an
event to make certain that I
got the pictures that I wanted.
Then I asked myself why I
had not accepted Joy’s help
the first time that she offered

it.  I thought about the pic-
tures that I had missed while
trying to fix a problem that I
couldn’t but Joy did with
ease.  How often do we try to
fix a problem and fail before
we give it to God who can
solve it so easily?  

Later at home, I thought
about the Spiritual applica-
tion of that incident.  God
created each of us with a
unique talent for the purpose
He has for our life.  And to be
happy and successful in life,
we need to define our
uniqueness and promote it
with integrity to the Glory of
God.  Like Joy when she
waited for me to give up on
the camera before she offered
her help once more, God pa-
tiently waits for us to realize
that we need His help to
work out our problems. 

Jesus never saw the mun-
dane activities as ordinary.

Whether He healed the sick
or sat around the fire with the
disciples, He did not see one
activity as spiritual and the
other non-spiritual.  Jesus’
life was lived as a Holy serv-
ice to God.  When our unique
talent is developed and used
for God’s glory, our purpose
is made clearer to us.  We
began to understand and ac-
cept each path that God leads
us down.  We began to see
the ordinary things in life as
extraordinary.  We began to
see why certain things are
easy for us to do yet they are
hard for others and why
things are hard for us to do
but others do with such ease.
God created each of us with a
certain talent to complete our
purpose.

Just as our body has
many parts, each branch has
a different purpose, but all of
the parts work together to

allow the body to function as
a whole.  

In church, one person’s
talent might be an usher, an-
other might be singing, and
please don’t forget the talents
of a prayer warriors.  The
pastor’s role is to bring the
Word of God.  Another mem-
ber might be to bring com-
forting words to some that
are hurting.  Another may be
to play an instrument.  But,
one activity is certainly not

more blessed than the other.
Many are guilty of working
to give money to a ministry
yet they fail to recognize the
work that they do many
times is a ministry and God
gets the glory from that.

Recognize what you do
so easily and what you love
to do is your unique talent
designed for your purpose,
but you must use it to Glorify
God to be successful.
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Sister Tarpley

8:00am & 10:30am

Using Your Unique Talent Correctly

Avenue F Church of Christ
1026 Avenue F • Plano, TX  75074

972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchrist.org

Ramon Hodridge, Minister

Early Sunday Morning .................8:00 am
Sunday Bible Class .......................9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship ..........10:45 am
Evening Worship .........................3:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Class.................7:00 pm

Radio Program @ 7:30 am on
KHVN 970 AM Sunday Mornings

Sister Tarpley and Elder Jerry Tolbert from Tyler,
Texas; the best Rub Board player, this side of Heaven.

Stepping Out on Diabetes
(NDG Wire) Last year

more than 100,000 walkers
from around the country
joined in the fight against di-
abetes.  Each step taken and
every dollar they raised helps
the American Diabetes Asso-
ciation protect the rights of
people with diabetes and
fund critical research for a
cure. This is the American
Diabetes Association's signa-
ture fundraising walk which

has raised over $20 million to
find a cure for diabetes, with
much more needed.

Diabetes is a disease in
which the body does not pro-
duce or properly use insulin.
Insulin is a hormone that is
needed to convert sugar,
starches and other food into
energy needed for daily life.
The cause of diabetes contin-
ues to be a mystery, although
both genetics and environ-

mental factors such as obesity
and lack of exercise appear to
play key roles.

Participants register and
recruit friends or co-workers
to walk and raise money. The
day of the event (October
31st), is a party to celebrate
the fundraising accomplish-
ments of our teams and indi-
vidual participants as well as
an opportunity to promote
awareness about diabetes and

the American Diabetes Asso-
ciation. 
Fundraiser & Reception

September 17, 2009, 6-8 PM
115 Glass St., Dallas

marketing@castlemailing-
center.com

For more information
visit stepout.diabetes.org or
diabetes.org.  To RSVP for
the Fundraising/Team Recep-
tion, please click on Castle-
MailingCenter link above.



workers, even at the risk of
being called a communist 

But Lulu White pos-
sessed the ideal background
for NAACP activism. As the
daughter of a middle class
farmer, the wife of a middle
class businessman, and a col-
lege educated professional,
Lulu White believed in and
fought for African American
first class citizenship for per-
sons who possessed this level
of professional skills and
background.

She did not disappoint
the NAACP national head-
quarters. In six short years,
she raised membership in the
Houston branch from 2,000

to 10,000 -- the second high-
est in the nation.

Lulu left an indelible
mark on the civil rights
movement in Texas, espe-
cially Houston during the
1940's through the 1960's.
Although she was involved in
many court cases and protests
to gain the equal rights for
African American, Lulu's
greatest achievement was her
contribution to the Sweatt v.
Painter case, which desegre-
gated the University of
Texas.

Lulu, in fact, found and
convinced Herman Sweatt to
register for law school at the
University of Texas. She

knew that even though
Sweatt was qualified that he
would not be permitted to at-
tend UT's law program with-
out a fight. With Lulu and
other help, the Sweatt case
was taken all the way to the
Supreme Court. Based on the
Supreme Court's decision,
this case lead to the desegre-
gation of the University of
Texas.

The Sweatt case was also
used as a precedent for
Brown v. Board of Education
[9, 47]. The Supreme Court
in Brown declared the doc-
trine of "separate but equal"
null and void. Id. This deci-
sion not only dismantled dis-

crimination in education in
Texas, but also limited dis-
crimination in education all
across the United States. Ad-
ditionally, the decision also
led the decline in Jim Crow
laws.

White’s friendships with
Walter White, Daisy Lamp-
kin, Thurgood Marshall, and
Roy Wilkins enabled her to
exert influence on the
NAACP nationally.  She was
a field worker in the national
NAACP office between 1949
and 1951.  Afterward, Lulu
White returned to Houston
and devoted full time to her
position as director of state
branches Lulu White died on

July 6, 1957 and was buried
in Houston, Texas.  The week
before her death, the National
NAACP established the Lulu
White Freedom Fund in her
honor. 

B I B L I O G R A P H Y :
Michael L. Gillette, "Heman
Marion Sweatt: Civil Rights
Plaintiff," in Black Leaders:

Texans for Their Times, ed.
Alwyn Barr and Robert
Calvert (Austin: Texas State
Historical Association,
1981). Michael L. Gillette,
"The Rise of the NAACP in
Texas," Southwestern Histor-
ical Quarterly 81 (April
1978). Houston Informer,
July 13, 1957. 
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Church Directory

Senior Pastor, Timothy Jones
& First Lady, LaTonya Jones

Meeting at Fellowship Bible Church of Allen
200 W. Belmont | Allen, TX 75013

214.263.8590 | www.RockBridgeBC.com
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 10:00 A.M.

ROCKBRIDGE
BIBLE CHURCH

“Bridging the gap between God
and man through Jesus Christ”

7:30 AM • 9:30 AM • 11:30 AM

NAACP, continued from Page 3


