
On October 31, 2011,
Dallas County, Texas, ex-
panded its case against
MERSCORP, Inc. (“MER-
SCORP”), Mortgage Elec-
tronic Registration System
(“MERS”), Bank of Amer-
ica, and others to seek re-
lief not just on its own be-
half, but on behalf of all
other Texas counties which

have been affected by the
conduct set out in the law-
suit.

Shortly after Dallas
initiated its action, separate
class actions were filed on
behalf of all Pennsylvania,
Ohio, and Oklahoma
counties. A Kentucky class
action was pending at the
time Dallas initiated this

case. We have also been
advised that other counties
throughout the country are
considering similar ac-
tions. And late last week
the Delaware Attorney
General commenced an
action against MERS and
MERSCORP for alleged

On Tuesday November 8,
the ballot will contain ten
Texas constitution amend-
ments for voter considera-
tion. Below are brief sum-
maries of each proposition. 

Proposition 1, SJR 14:
Tax Exemptions for the
Spouses of Deceased Dis-
abled Veterans

Summary: Currently,

the Texas Constitution ex-
empts the residential home-
steads of totally disabled vet-
erans from property taxes.
This would extend the ex-
emption to the veteran’s sur-
viving spouse, as long as the
survivor does not remarry
and the property remains the
survivor’s residential home-
stead.

Proposition 2, SJR 4:
Bonds for Water Resources
Development

Summary: The constitu-
tional amendment would
allow the Texas Water Devel-
opment Board (TWDB) to
continually issue bonds for
the Texas Water Develop-
ment Fund II without future
voter approval, as long as the

principal does not exceed $6
Billion. These bonds provide
assistance to local water and
wastewater projects.

Proposition 3, SJR 50:
Bonds for Government
Loans to Students

Summary: This consti-
tutional amendment would

Texas Constitutional Amendments on November 8 ballot

(NNPA) Conservative
activist, Apostle Claver
Kamau-Imani, who re-
cently said that Democrats
are the party of the Klu
Klux Klan is the prominent
image on two of the four
ads, which the group hopes
will “stir up a storm on the
plantation.” 

The signs definitely
have people talking. One
sign in particular that hangs

over Martin Luther King,
Jr. Boulevard in East

Austin is drawing mixed
reviews from residents
there. It says: Martin
Luther King, Jr. was a Re-
publican. But this is a con-
troversial claim that has
never been substantiated. 

Austin NAACP presi-
dent Nelson Linder said
that he feels the signs are
disrespectful and that
Black voters should vote

‘GOP Is The New Black’ Claim Billboards

By Cheryl Pearson-
McNeil 

I’ve got some great
news for you. And it flies
in the face of the steady
stream of negative stories
and statistics you’re con-
sistently bombarded with
about African-Americans.
But here it is: African-
Americans are an eco-
nomic force to be reck-
oned with, spending more
than $967 billion a year.
With a buying power that
is expected to reach $1.1
trillion annually by 2015,
if African-Americans
were a country, we’d be

the 16th largest country in
the world – bigger than
Turkey, Australia and Tai-
wan. 

That is the conclusion
of The State of the
African-American Con-
sumer Report, a ground-
breaking, first-of-its kind
report developed by
Nielsen in collaboration
with the National News-
paper Publishers Associa-
tion (NNPA), a 71-year
old federation of more
than 200 Black commu-
nity newspapers through-
out the United States.  It
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Power
to the people

November 3 - 9 , 2011 The American
Jobs Act: A bridge

to employment

Dallas D.A. plans to convert pending action
against MERS to a class action lawsuit

  3

Kardashian/  Humphries
union down the toilet

For more information see pg. 10
www.northdallasgazette.com
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Craig Watkins

Win FREE tickets to see
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Brinker International
Forum and TITAS, in asso-
ciation with the AT&T Per-
forming Arts Center, will
feature two celebrated and
internationally-recognized
artists in November.  Judith
Jamison, lauded dancer
and choreographer and Pi-

lobolus, internationally rec-

ognized for its athletic and
inventive exploration of
artistic collaboration.

BRINKER INTER-

NATIONAL FORUM

Judith Jamison

Winspear Opera

House at 8 p.m. Novem-

ber 3

L a u d e d
dancer and
choreographer
Judith Jamison
has spent most
of her life on
stage, and has
enjoyed a ca-
reer most per-
formers only
dream about.
Plucked from
obscurity by
acclaimed cho-
r e o g r a p h e r
Agnes de Mille
to appear in
The Four Ma-

rys at New York’s Ameri-
can Ballet Theater in 1964,
Jamison quickly made a
name for herself on stage.
She became principal
dancer for the Alvin Ailey
American Dance Theater in
1967, and has performed
with celebrated dancers
Mikhail Baryshnikov and
Alexander Godunov.  Jami-
son spent the 80s starring in
numerous Broadway pro-
ductions, such as the musi-
cal Sophisticated Ladies,
and choreographing her
own works.  When Alvin
Ailey died in 1989, she was
named artistic director of
AAADT.  Jamison has re-
ceived several awards
throughout the years in-
cluding a Kennedy Center
Honor, National Medal of
Arts and an Emmy Award
for the PBS “Great Per-
formances:  Dance In
America” special, “A
Hymn for Alvin Ailey”.  In
1993, she published her au-

tobiography Dancing Spirit.

TITAS

Pilobolus

Winspear Opera 

House at 8 p.m.

November 19

For almost 40 years, Pi-
lobolus has been interna-
tionally recognized for its
athletic and inventive ex-
ploration of artistic collab-
oration.  The company,
which consists of Pilobolus
Dance Theater, The Pilobo-
lus Institute and Pilobolus
Creative Services, has re-
ceived many awards in-
cluding the Berlin Critic’s
Prize, the Brandeis Award,
the Scotsman Award for
performances at the Edin-
burgh Festival, the New
England Theater Confer-
ence Prize, the Connecticut
Commission on the Arts
Award for Excellence and a
1997 Emmy Award for out-
standing achievement in

cultural programming.  In
June 2000, Pilobolus re-
ceived the Samuel H.

Scripps American Dance

Culture engineering and
business consulting firm
eFlowCoach recently
named Kelly Church its
new chief executive officer.
Church, who has more than
15 years of experience in
business consulting, will
guide the Frisco-based firm
as it continues to grow and
help more businesses of all
sizes reach higher levels of
performance and fulfill-
ment.

Church joined eFlow-
Coach in February as a
partner. As CEO, Church
will use her background in

investor relations, franchise
development and sales pro-
ductivity to expand eFlow-
Coach’s new certified affil-
iate program of expert-level
coaching executives,
known as culture engineers,
in Dallas-Fort Worth, Seat-
tle and Oklahoma City.
She’s worked with retail
owners and managers, cor-
porate-level executives of
Fortune 500 companies and
business owners in the fi-
nancial services and legal
services industries since
joining eFlowCoach.

Church said she often

works with busi-
nesses that are
struggling in
some way. She
and others at
e F l o w C o a c h
find the reasons
for the clients’
business prob-
lems, and then
help the clients
find solutions.

“Nine times
out of 10, it falls
back to a lack of
employee en-
gagement, prob-
lems within lead-
ership and man-
agement and a
failure of com-

munication,” Church stated
in a press release.

Church, a Frisco resi-
dent, also is co-founder and
developer at Career Fit.
Prior to that, she was a fran-
chise developer representa-
tive and a business develop-
ment professional at Ex-
press Employment Profes-
sionals and a sales consult-
ant at US Consulting
Group.

Evan Sanchez founded
eFlowCoach in 2007 and
was the firm’s first CEO.
He continues as a partner
and consultant, but is work-
ing on another business op-
portunity.

“We have developed

new products together and
Church’s staffing, recruit-
ing and hiring expertise,
teamed with her back-
ground and experience im-
plementing culture change,
made her the natural fit to
become a partner in eFlow-
Coach; and as CEO, she
will lead eFlowCoach on-
ward in our rapid growth
strategy,” Sanchez said.

Sanchez and Church
said eFlowCoach plans to
add several culture engi-
neers and coaches in the
next few months. 

For more information,
go to http://www.eFlow-
Coach.com

Iman Kerigo, the first
woman of African descent to
be crowned Miss Norway,
arrives in the US this week
as part of her goodwill tour.
Miss Kerigo, a refugee from
Kenya who fled with her
family to safety in the
United Kingdom, continues
her mission to raise aware-
ness on poverty, war and do-
mestic abuse. She will be
visiting Los Angeles, Las
Vegas and surrounding areas
as part of her twelve day
visit. 

As a child born into a life
of extreme hardship forged
by her family's struggle in
war torn Kenya, she and her
mother struggled to survive

day-to-day while living
under the rule of an abusive
father. Iman's mother's great-
est dream was to simply see
her children live. She never
dreamed her second child
could achieve something so
amazing. 

"My mother was just
happy that we were alive but
she didn't want us to live a
meager existence," Miss
Kerigo said. "Being crowned
Miss Norway gave me the
opportunity to make sure
that her dream came true." 

After waiting for some
time to gain citizenship in a
new country, Iman, her
mother and siblings were fi-
nally accepted under refugee
status to the Scandanavian
country of Norway. Growing

up thousands of miles
away from everything
she had ever known,
Iman worked hard to
adjust to her new
adopted home, even
learning to speak Nor-
weigan and English,
rather than her native
Swahili. 

Through hard work
and dedication, she
overcame tremendous
odds to eventually be-
come the first woman of
African descent to ever
be crowned Miss Nor-
way. She credits much
of her success in the
Miss Norway Pageant
to her coach, nutrition
expert David Sandoval.
David, author of The Green

Foods Bible, had Iman fol-
low his 'Superfoods For Su-

permodels' pro-
gram, an eating
program de-
signed espe-
cially for those
in the public
eye. 

David says,
"I created this
program in re-
sponse to the
epidemic of bu-
limia, anorexia
and other eating
d i s o r d e r s
prevalent in the
modeling and
entertainment
business." But
David is keen
to explain that

'Superfoods For Supermod-
els' is not a diet. He adds,

"Instead it features realistic
guidelines for creating ex-
ceptionally healthy, lean,
beautiful bodies through
pure, organic, green food nu-
trition and core fitness."
David's program also helps
to build confidence and
strength while focusing on
taking personal responsibil-
ity for one's own destiny. 

Iman adds,"Part of my
mission is to let young girls
know that even if it seems all
the odds are against you, you
can still achieve great
things." 

In the future, Iman hopes
to forge a career in modeling
and/or become a spokesper-
son for an African centric
product line.

Judith Jamison
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POWER, continued from Page 1

is the first time Nielsen has
ever consolidated all of the
buying and consumer be-
havior about Blacks into
one publication. And oh
boy does it tell a story.

Let’s simply begin with
the title of the report and
why we opted to name it
The State of the African-
American Consumer Re-
port vs. The State of the

Black Consumer Report.
What a great discussion
that ensued around this! It
is important for marketers
to recognize and under-
stand the full diversity of
the Black population in the
United States. African-
Americans represent the
majority of the Black Popu-
lation at 89%. But, we also
recognize that the U.S.
Black population includes
those that describe them-
selves as Black: all nation-
alities that represent the
Black Diaspora, (for exam-
ple, those who are Ja-
maican or Nigerian) as well
as persons who define their
racial background as a
combination of Black and
another race: 7.5% are West
Indian, 2.1% are Sub-Saha-
ran African, 0.8% are Cen-
tral American, 0.4% are
Asian and 0.3% are Black

Hispanics. For the purposes
of the report – and for this
column too -- Nielsen uses
the term African-American
to describe the Black popu-
lation as not all of Nielsen’s
insights are broken into
self-identifying sub-groups. 

You probably are famil-
iar with the fact that
African-Americans make
up 13.6% of the American
population and are pro-
jected to reach 14% over
the next 10 years. But do
you know off the top of
your head how many mil-
lions of people that equates
to? Right now, there are
42,017,000 of us and in 10
years, that will be
47,587,000. That’s a lot of
people! More than 47% of
our population is under age
35.  We most heavily popu-
late the Southeastern states.
And, we love our major
urban areas like the corri-
dor from New York to DC,
major Midwest industrial
cities, Houston, Dallas and
Los Angeles.  However,
even though we have tradi-
tionally favored cities, the
latest trends show a new
migration to warmer cli-
mates and more suburban
than urban choices.  For ex-
ample, Atlanta has seen an

8% drop in its Black popu-
lation while the surround-
ing suburbs have experi-
enced a 40% explosion in
the numbers of African-
Americans living there.

Many of us are strug-
gling financially, but isn’t it
heartening to know that the
number of African-Ameri-
can households earning
$75K or more has grown
by 63.9% over the last 10
years?  The number of
households in our commu-
nity earning $100,000 or
more has nearly doubled
over the last decade to al-
most 1.5 million. Where do
we ever hear this story if
not in the Black Press?!

Oftentimes the discus-
sion about African-Ameri-
cans and education is cen-
tered on concerns such as
subpar urban schools, high
dropout rates, and lack of
collegiate preparation and
access. But did you know
that over the last decade,
African-Americans over
the age of 25 have seen
more growth in educational
achievement in high
school, college and gradu-
ate school than any other
demographic group in this
country?  During that pe-
riod, 17.6% of us earned

bachelor’s degrees com-
pared to 14.3% of the gen-
eral population.

Sometimes it is simply
noteworthy to understand
we have some good news
going on in our communi-
ties too. And while The

State of the African-Amer-

ican Consumer Report

does not attempt to gloss
over the social issues we
face, I believe you can’t
feel empowered unless you
are at the very least aware
of what your power is in
the first place. I am ex-
posed to data and insights
every day and some of the
positive aspects of being an
African-American con-
sumer were even surprising
to me. So, I hope that you
will take the time to read
the insert of this report
when it lands in this publi-
cation. You can also down-
load it at www.nielsen.
com/africanamerican.com
Digest it and feel the
power.     

Cheryl Pearson-McNeil
is senior vice president of
public affairs and govern-
ment relations for Nielsen.
For more information and
studies go to www.nielsen-
wire.com.
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By Charlene Crowell

The agency mandated to
provide Congress with im-
partial, non-partisan and
timely analyses seldom
makes headline news. But
this week when the Con-
gressional Budget Office
(CBO) released findings on
its analysis of the nation’s
income inequalities from a
30-year review (1979-2007),
media coverage exploded.  

After assessing the net
income shares of people in

525 cities and towns, the
agency’s top-line finding
was reminiscent of lines
from a Broadway produc-
tion, “There’s no shame in
being poor – but it’s no great
honor either.”  

According to CBO, the
nation’s top one percent of
household income more
than tripled during these
years, while middle class
households either slipped
into poverty or barely held
on to their standard of liv-
ing. Middle class income

earners representing 60 per-
cent of the population ac-
counted for only 40 percent
of after-tax household in-
come. And among Amer-
ica’s lowest earning workers
– about 20 percent of the
population, the growth in
average real after-tax house-
hold income was only 18
percent.    

In part the report ad-
vised, “The rapid growth in
average real household in-
come for the one percent of
the population with the high-

est income was a major fac-
tor contributing to the grow-
ing inequality in the distri-
bution of household income
between 1979 and 2007.
Shifts in government trans-
fers and federal taxes also
contributed to the increase in
inequality.”  

A plain English transla-
tion of this finding seems to
be that the 30-year span of
trickle-down economics at
work has not brought a drop
of prosperity to 99 percent

Black America’s 2011 Economic Challenge:
Overcoming inequalities through better consumer choices

See AMERIcA, Page 12

While the citizens of
Irving voted for the Irving
Entertainment Center
years ago, the city has yet
to appropriate the neces-
sary funds for the project. 

The complex, planned
for development next to
Irving Convention Center,

is not only expected to
bring commerce, restau-
rants and family-friendly
entertainment. It is pro-
jected to create 2,000 –
2,500 jobs. This is why
advocates of the project
are going before officials
to form a special purpose

political action committee
in order to save it. 

The Citizens for Irv-
ing Entertainment Center
will be holding a 60-day
petition drive and need
the signatures of 6,000
Irving residents to present
to the Irving City Coun-

cil.
Irving residents are

urged to contact Anthony
Bonds at 214-830-6719
or at aebond09@yahoo.
com for literature and in-
formation about how to
participate in the petition
drive.

The Citizens for Irving Entertainment Center Seek Support

Religious/

Marketing Editor

Shirley Demus Tarpley



(NNPA)  President Bar-
ack Obama is taking steps to
ease the burden of student
loans, the White House said
on Tuesday, potentially help-
ing millions of cash-strapped
college graduates in a tough
economy.  

President Obama plans to
accelerate a plan to cap stu-
dent loan payments at 10 per-
cent of income, bringing it
forward to start in 2012 in-
stead of 2014.  

“Steps like these won’t
take the place of the bold ac-
tion we need from Congress
to boost our economy and
create jobs, but they will
make a difference,” he said in

a statement.
The loans initiative will

be the third such move by
President Obama in as many
days, following action to aid
homeowners and boost hiring
of military veterans. The
White House wants to show
he is an activist president bat-
tling a “do-nothing” Con-
gress. The loan changes do
not require approval by Con-
gress.  

Republican lawmakers
blocked a $447 billion jobs
plan put forward by President
Obama last month because it
raises some taxes.  

The White House esti-
mates the loan changes could

cut monthly payments for 1.6
million graduates. Student
debt will also be forgiven
after 20 years, compared with
25 years under current law.  

More than 36 million

Americans have federal stu-
dent loan debt, but only
450,000 have so far taken ad-
vantage of the existing in-
come-based repayment pro-
gram.

based on whether issues
that affect the community,
including unemployment
and police brutality, are ad-
dressed by either party. 

“Martin Luther King
was about civil rights and
social justice. That’s not the

current Republican Party.” 
The signs are also up in

Houston, Ohio and South
Carolina. These are areas
where high concentrations
of people of color typically
vote democratic.

GOP, continued from Page 1

See by Three, the Chil-
dren’s Eye Foundation’s vi-
sion screening program, cur-
rently underway in North
Texas, is successful in helping
pediatricians and their staff
conduct vision screenings for
children. Since its inception,
more than 50 medical profes-
sionals attended See by Three
training and witnessed how
the program can:

Decrease the time to per-
form vision screenings In-
crease the quality of vision
screenings performed in the
doctor’s office Coordinate
care for children with vision
problems Help physicians
evaluate vision screening de-
vices at no cost

According to participating
medical professionals, it takes
four to seven minutes to per-
form a vision screening on a
4-year-old. Through the pro-
gram, this number can be cut
in half.

Additionally, See by
Three trains medical profes-
sionals on vision screening
practices that are well-re-
searched and documented as
effective. “We’ve seen a num-
ber of different wall charts —
some with sailboats and even
birthday cakes. The use of
these charts is not supported

by current research, nor are
they approved by the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics
(AAP),” says Thomas Rogers,
See by Three program direc-
tor. “The good news is we are
taking those charts off the
wall and replacing them with
charts that are approved and
are more appropriate for 4-
and 5-year-olds, all at no cost
to the practice,” he says.

See by Three also offers
physicians the opportunity to
evaluate objective vision
screening devices. These de-
vices extend the possibilities
for screening vision to chil-
dren as young as 18- months
of age. “We’re offering physi-
cians the chance to evaluate
these devices in their office at
no cost, to determine if they
are a good fit. Our goal is to
support pediatricians, and that
their patients will continue to
receive a quality vision
screening well after our pro-
gram has formally ended.”

By providing training and
support for physicians, the
Children’s Eye Foundation is
increasing the detection rate
of children’s eye disorders.
However, detection is not the
ultimate goal – successful
treatment is. In some studies,
only one-half of parents fol-

low up when in-
formed their child
has a vision disorder.
Ideally, See by Three
will ensure that every
child who has a de-
tected vision disorder
has the disorder
treated.

When See by
Three program offi-
cials surveyed partic-
ipants, they wanted
parents to understand
how important it is to
follow up when an
eye problem is de-
tected, and the signif-
icant impact it can
have when parents
choose not to. “I join
my colleagues in our
shared commitment
to inform parents how impor-
tant it is to follow up when an
eye disorder is suspected,”
says George Beaucha-mp,
M.D., chairman of the Chil-
dren’s Eye Foundation. “Early
detection and timely treatment
could save their child’s eye-
sight.”

To encourage parents to
make and keep follow-up ap-
pointments when a vision
issue is detected and treatment
is recommended, See by
Three reinforces that:

A child who loses their
sight to preventable blindness
also loses approximately
$140,000 in lifetime produc-
tivity Vision disorders like
strabismus can negatively im-
pact a child’s social skills and
personality

The longer treatment is
delayed, the more difficult it
can be to fix the eye disorder

Because early detection of
eye disorders in children is
key to successful treatment,
See by Three focuses on low-

ering the age at which vision
screenings are performed,
namely before a child starts
school. As a result, the pro-
gram is demonstrating posi-
tive results. After training, the
number of physicians who re-
port they will begin screening
at age 3 more than doubled.

Children like Jack, a little
ambassador for the Children’s
Eye Foundation, know first-

hand how important it is that
eye disorders be detected and
treated at an early age. Jack’s
cataracts were discovered at a
well-child visit with his pedi-
atrician and likely saved his
sight.

To view the list of partici-
pating physicians and for
more information about See
by Three, visit www.see-
bythree.org.
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See by Three helps eliminate preventable blindness in North Texas children
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President Obama Acts to
Ease Burden of Student Loans



As Texas marks the end
of Daylight Savings Time
for 2011 by setting clocks
back by one hour on Sun-
day, November 6th, the
McKinney Fire Department
reminds residents to change
the batteries in their smoke
alarms and carbon monox-
ide alarms. The most com-
monly cited cause of non-
working smoke alarms is
worn or missing batteries.  

The National Fire Pro-
tection Association recom-
mends testing smoke alarms
monthly by depressing the
test button; and, replacing
batteries at least annually -
preferably on a designated
date, such as the end of

Daylight Savings Time. Ac-
cording to Stacie Durham,
Public Information Officer
for the McKinney Fire De-
partment, "The peak time
for home fire fatalities is be-
tween 11 p.m. and 7 a.m.
when most people are sleep-
ing.  Smoke alarm mainte-
nance is a simple, effective
way to reduce home fire
deaths.

Working smoke alarms
cut the risk of dying in a
home fire in half."

In addition to changing
your smoke alarm batteries,
the McKinney Fire Depart-
ment recommends dusting
or vacuuming smoke alarms
when you change the batter-

ies.  "A great way to clean
the alarm is by using canned
air - the type used for clean-
ing your computer key-
board," Durham stated.

"Also, if you have diffi-

Change Your Clock - Change
Your Smoke Alarm Battery!

For the fourth year in a row,
the traditional Christmas Tree
decorating contest will be an
amusing and entertaining part of
the Christmas in the Park festi-
val which is set for Thursday,
Dec. 1 at the Murphy Municipal
Complex from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.,
according to Caitlyn Meehan,
Recreation Coordinator.

“The Christmas Tree deco-
rating contest is a fun activity in
which individual residents, fam-
ilies, businesses, homeowner as-
sociations, school groups,
churches and anyone else with a
eye for style and creativity com-
pete against each other to deco-
rate a Christmas Tree. It’s a way
for people to come together and
work on a project, and then put
their work up against others,”
she said.

Unlike previous years, the
2011 Christmas Tree decorating
contest is free to enter. Enter-
prising decorators can outfit a
tree for a very small cost, if any.

Groups and individuals can
start decorating their trees on the
Municipal Complex grounds on
Sunday, Nov. 27. They must
complete their masterpieces by

the time the judges arrive at 5
p.m. on Dec. 1. Trees will be
judged on the following criteria:
originality; effective representa-
tion of the entry’s theme; and
creativity. Each judging category
will carry an equal weight with
the judges. To enhance the en-
tries’ chances for winning, lib-
eral use of the year’s wacky item
– bells – is highly encouraged.

Lights, ornaments and other
accessories must be able to with-
stand being displayed outdoors.
Lights must comply with re-
quirements for outdoor use. The
name of the entrant or organiza-
tion being represented by the
entry must be placed in close
proximity to the tree. This is crit-
ical for judging purposes, but

also because the trees will re-
main on display throughout De-
cember.

“The trees and their decora-
tions can be put up as early as
November 27, and can stay up
until Sunday, Jan. 8.

Then, all decorations must
be removed by 5 p.m. that day,”
said Meehan.

Entries will be accepted on
a first come first serve basis until
either Nov. 25 or until space is
exhausted, so it’s important to
enter early.

Rules and more information
are available at www.mur-
phytx.org or by contacting Cait-
lyn Meehan at (972) 468- 4067
or by e-mail at cmeehan@mur-
phytx.org.

Christmas Tree decorating
contest seeks local entries

Contestants will be judged at the Dec. 1 Christmas in the Park

LAWSUIT, continued from Page 1
misconduct related to fore-
closures and deed records
filings in Delaware.

Dallas County remains
committed to assisting the
mortgage finance industry
in making mortgage loans
available to the citizens of
Dallas County while ensur-
ing that the public deed
records remain an accurate
source of information re-
garding the ownership of
and liens against real prop-
erty located in Dallas
County. 

MERS is a subsidiary of
MERSCORP. MERSCORP
was established and is
owned by banks and mem-
bers of the mortgage fi-
nance industry such as
Bank of America, CitiMort-
gage, Inc., HSBC Finance
Corporation, and Wells
Fargo Bank, N.A.  MERS
operates a national elec-
tronic registry that tracks
beneficial ownership inter-
ests and servicing rights as-
sociated with residential
mortgage loans and any
transfer of or changes in
those interests or rights. 

MERS was established
to act as a shadow record-
ing system for the millions
of mortgages in the United
States, save its members
money by avoiding filing
fees in counties like Dallas
County, and facilitate the
buying and selling of mort-
gage rights as commodities.

There are approxi-

mately 5,000 participating
members of MERS, of
which 3,000 are residential
mortgage servicers. Mem-
bers register loans and may
report transfers, foreclo-
sures, and other changes to
the status of residential
mortgage loans on the
MERS System. 

There are currently ap-
proximately 31 million ac-
tive residential mortgage
loans registered on the
MERS System. Since its in-
ception, MERS has at-
tempted to track more than
60 million mortgages na-
tionwide, and tens of thou-
sands in Dallas County
alone. But because transfers
of notes are not always re-
ported to MERS, the
MERS’ electronic record of
mortgages may or may not
accurately reflect the trans-
fers of any given mortgage
or servicing rights that have
occurred over the past sev-
eral years.

Lenders ordinarily file a
record of their rights in the
deed records of the county
where the property is lo-
cated. The county clerk
maintains those records as
notice to the public of the
identity of persons who
loaned money for the pur-
chase of the property and
who have rights to fore-
close upon the property if
the loan is not repaid. 

For a fee, MERS allows
lenders to show MERS as

the “mortgagee” or “bene-
ficiary” of the lender’s
rights to the property if the
loan is not repaid, even
though MERS is not actu-
ally the beneficiary. MERS
acts as a placeholder for the
lender as to the lender’s
mortgage rights, but not the
lender’s rights to receive
the loan payments. In that
way, the lender is able to
sell its rights to receive the
loan payments and MERS
agrees to protect the pur-
chaser of the loan by re-
maining on the deed
records as the “beneficiary”
of the mortgage. So long as
MERS remains on the deed
records as the beneficiary,
MERS asserts that subse-
quent purchasers can avoid
having to file their acquisi-
tion of the rights to the loan
payments and pay the asso-
ciated filing fees.

Dallas County, Texas,
believes that the MERS
System may violate a num-
ber of laws applicable to
the recordation of mort-
gages in Texas and has
asked the court to order
MERS and the other defen-
dants to pay statutory
penalties to Dallas County
and all similarly situated
Texas counties for having
filed mortgage records
which improperly claim
that MERS is a beneficiary
of millions of mortgages
filed throughout the State
of Texas.

The Cambodian-Ameri-
can Association of Dallas
(CAAD) will host their first
Cambodian Cultural Show and
Fundraising Event on Satur-
day, November 5 at 6 p.m.
Wyndham Hotels and Resorts,
3300 W. Mockingbird Lane,
Dallas, TX  75235. This break-
through event will encompass
the Cambodian culture and
heritage, which include four
(4) cultural performances and
fashion show, banquet dinner,
and dance accompanied by
live band and singers from the
Cambodian community.   

The Cambodian popula-
tions in the DFW metroplex
are roughly estimated at

15,000 and are mainly con-
centrated in the cities of Ar-
lington, Carrollton, Dallas,
Fort Worth, Garland,
Mesquite, and Richardson.
The committee anticipates a
sell-out crowd and expects
great enthusiasm from our
community and other commu-
nity leaders.  The Dallas Po-
lice Color Guards will com-
mence the program by per-
forming color presentation fol-
lowed by CAAD’s cultural
dance group performing the
Wishing Dance to greet, bless,
and offer well wishes to the
audience and the event by gen-
tly tossing flower petals.  This
dance was originally per-

formed only for the King and
other members of the Royal
Family, the leaders of the
country and their official
guests.  Special guest's ap-
pearance and CAAD's com-
munity sponsor, Maharlika
Dancers, will also take the
stage to enrich the diverse cul-
ture.

Paul S. Thai, CAAD’s
vice-president and Lieutenant
of Dallas Police Department
says, “The event will be a
night to remember! You will
be mesmerized by the Magical
Kingdom of Wonders and sat-
isfy your taste buds with the
deliciousness of authentic
Cambodian cuisine.”

Community News
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Cambodian cultural show and
fundraising event
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By: Kathleen Phillips
NDG Special Contributor

Kids who love animals
and science can start
preparing for their animal
health career as early as 8
years old via a veterinary
science curriculum avail-
able online. 

“We didn’t have to cre-
ate an interest for this; it’s
already there,” said Dr.
Floron “Buddy” Faries.
“And that interest has cre-
ated a demand.”

veterinary Science:
Preparatory Training for
the veterinary Assistant
was written by Faries, a
Texas AgriLife Extension
Service veterinarian, to
meet that demand.

The concept is not
new, Faries said, but the
new training curriculum
was fueled by additional
job possibilities in areas
such as homeland security,
laboratory technology and
public health. In fact, the
National Center for For-

eign Animal
and Zoonotic
Disease De-
fense, a U.S.
Department
of Homeland
Security Sci-
ence and Te-
c h n o l o g y
Center of
Excellence,
funded the
project and
p u b l i s h e d
the educa-
tional re-
sources.

The new
curr iculum
will prepare students for a
job as a veterinary assis-
tant or to continue into a
college-level program as a
veterinary technician or a
veterinarian, Faries said.

The course is already
being taught to at least
5,000 youths in about 100
Texas counties via 4-H,
the youth development
arm of AgriLife Exten-
sion, he said. It also con-

tinues to be used by high
school agriculture instruc-
tors, as it was approved by
the Texas Education
Agency.

“Young people often
have an interest in veteri-
nary medicine, so we want
to satisfy that interest
early,” Faries said. “And
the other side of this is that
job opportunities in this

Dr. Anita F. Hill will be
the guest speaker at the Sec-
ond Annual Royal Fall Ball,
hosted by Omicron Sigma
Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma
Fraternity, Inc., and the Pro-
gressive Initiatives Founda-
tion, a 501(c) (3) organiza-
tion.  

Dr. Hill is a Yale gradu-
ate, and Professor of Social
Policy, Law, and Women
Studies at the Heller School
of Social Policy, Brandeis
University. She is also the
author of the newly released

book, Reimagining equal-
ity: Stories of Gender, Race,
and Finding Home.   Auto-
graphed copies of her book
will be available for sale at
the Royal Fall Ball. 

The ball is scheduled for
November 12 from 6:30
p.m. to midnight at the
Omni Park West Hotel, lo-
cated at 1590 LBJ Freeway
in Dallas. Tickets to the
black tie affair are $65 per
person. Omni Park West
Hotel at 1590 LBJ Freeway,
in Dallas.

Education www.NorthDallasGazette.com
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Dr. Anita Hill keynote speaker
at local fundraiser

Anita Hill

New veterinary assistant materials may give
kids early start on animal health careers

Eastfield College Office
of Student Life is sponsor-
ing a free concert featuring
Nashville artist Natalie Sto-
vall on November 8 at
12:30 in the Performance
Hall. 

Natalie was born and
raised just outside of
Nashville, TN. Since her
first professional gig
singing and playing the fid-
dle at the age of 10, Natalie
has already seen things that
most artists could only
dream of. She’s performed
everywhere from Oprah to
the Grand Ole Opry. She
was the first performer ever
to be invited to sing “God
Bless America” for the
President at the White
House Press Correspon-
dents Dinner. And surpris-
ingly, she has done all of
this with no record deal of
any kind.

The release of her first
record “Late Night Conver-
sations” saw a top 50 radio
hit with her song “If I Run
To You Now” and the place-
ment of that song in the Na-
tional Lampoon movie
“Bag Boy.” In the past cou-
ple years Natalie has used
that momentum to become
one of the hottest booked
independent acts in Amer-
ica. Performing and fiddling
over 200 dates a year at col-
lege campuses, military
bases, fairs, festivals, clubs
and bars is all just par for
the course with Natalie.

As Natalie’s reputation
spreads great opportunities
keep rolling in. Natalie has
already been selected to

open for acts like Gretchen
Wilson, Little Big Town,
Gloriana, Justin Moore,
Josh Gracin, Trent Tomlin-
son, Safetysuit, The Doobie
Brothers, and that’s just the
beginning.

This Spring will bring
the release of her second
record, “Standing My
Ground” an EP featuring

five brand new songs writ-
ten by Natalie along with
her version of the Charlie
Daniel’s classic, “Devil
Went Down To Georgia”

For more information,
contact Student Life at 972-
860-7185. A campus map
can be found at www.east-
fieldcollege.edu/co/Map/in
dex.asp

Eastfield College Hosts Up and
Coming Nashville Artist

 

LEGAL NOTICE
These Texas Lottery Commission Scratch-Off games will be closing soon:

For detailed odds and game information, visit txlottery.org or call 1-800-37LOTTO. 
Must be 18 or older to purchase a ticket. The Texas Lottery supports Texas Education. 
© 2011 Texas Lottery Commission. All rights reserved.

GAME # GAME NAME / ODDS $ Official Close
of Game

End 
Validations Date

1303 $100,000 Jackpot - Overall Odds are 1 in 3.82 $5 11/04/11 05/02/12

1279 Hit The Jackpot - Overall Odds are 1 in 3.56 $7 11/19/11 05/17/12

1324 Texas Lottery Black II - Overall Odds are 1 in 3.32 $10 11/26/11 05/24/12

1225 Stacks of Cash - Overall Odds are 1 in 4.66 $2 01/04/12 07/02/12

1235 Veterans Cash - Overall Odds are 1 in 4.31 $2 01/04/12 07/02/12

1239 Double Your Luck - Overall Odds are 1 in 4.73 $2 01/04/12 07/02/12

1255 Jumbo Bucks III - Overall Odds are 1 in 4.36 $2 01/04/12 07/02/12

1256 Giant Jumbo Bucks III - Overall Odds are 1 in 3.72 $5 01/04/12 07/02/12

1257 Mega Jumbo Bucks III - Overall Odds are 1 in 3.40 $10 01/04/12 07/02/12

1298 Neon 9’s - Overall Odds are 1 in 4.86 $2 01/04/12 07/02/12

1315 Cash Extravaganza - Overall Odds are 1 in 3.98 $5 01/04/12 07/02/12

1326 Diamond Dash - Overall Odds are 1 in 4.56 $1 01/04/12 07/02/12

1330 Red White & Blue 7’s - Overall Odds are 1 in 4.31 $1 01/04/12 07/02/12

1335 Super 7’s - Overall Odds are 1 in 4.68 $1 01/04/12 07/02/12
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A Terrible Thing Happens
When You Don't Advertise......

Nothing!!!!
North Dallas Gazette presents......

"Advertising and Public Relations

Campaign Package"
Design Specifically for Small Businesses 

It's our "Gold Package"... that
will get those profits moving
in the right directions!!!

• Enhanced Community 
relations and visibility

• Editorial Support (bio or 
article publish on your 
business)

• 6 consecutive weekly 
print ad insertions
(ad size:2c X 4" )

Cost/Investment?  
Call our sales office today to find out. 

We have Adverting packages for
entrepreneurs starting as low as

30.00 per week.

Call or email us today:
972-509-9049

email: marketing@northdallasgazette.com

See cAREERS,  Page 10
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You may have heard. AT&T and T-Mobile are planning to come together.

What will that mean to you?  

More cell sites and spectrum means better service sooner. 

And it means your Internet is about to take a big leap forward 

with LTE — a super-fast mobile broadband technology.

We are going to deploy it to more than 97 percent of all  

Americans, giving you access to a cutting-edge wireless  

network and all the opportunities it brings.

So keep your bonds strong by reaching out to those you care  

about the moment they need you.
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Proud To Be An Active
Partner In The Community
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Community Calendar Visit www.NorthDallasGazette.com and click on Community Calendar for more events!

Ongoing
Toastmasters Intl. Club
Meets every Monday in the
Texins Activity Center on the
Texas Instruments Campus,
13900 North Central Express-
way, Dallas from 5:45 – 7pm.
Info: texins.freetoasthost.org
or 214-566-4086.

Collin County Black Cham-
ber of Commerce, CC-BCC
General Meetings, 2nd Thurs-
day of every month at 6:30pm.
Call 469-424-1020 or email:
info@ CCBlack Chamber.org
for location.

DFW Financially Empow-
ered Women meet monthly
for lunch or dinner and a fun,
informative seminar on vari-
ous financial topics. Info: 469-
942-0809 or meeetup. com/
378.

No Limit Network Business
Networking Lunch 1st
Thursday at 1 pm in Plano
Must RSVP at www.TheNo-
LimitNetwork.com or  972-
898-5882.

The National Business
Women Enterprise Net-
work (NBWEN) Learning
Over Lunch Series: 4th Sat-
urdays, 11am-1pm, ReMark-
able Affairs Cafe,  2727 LBJ
Fwy., Suite 140, Dallas. $20
for members; $35 for non-
members, $5 off for early bird
registration. www.nbwenorg.
ning. com. 

North Dallas Texas Demo-
cratic Women Regular Me-
etings 4th Thursday, 6:45 p.m.
Northaven United Methodist
Church, 11211 Preston Rd
(between Forest & Royal
Lanes).

Target Second Saturdays at
Latino Cultural Center cele-
brating Latino arts and cul-
ture. Come in for one hour, or
stay the whole day.

Business Empowerment Ses-
sions. Learn to grow a suc-
cessful small business. 1st
Thursday of each month at
Christian Chapel Temple of

Faith, 14120 Noel Rd., Dallas.
Info @ 214-942-6698. 

How to start a business. Free
sessions on getting started the
right way. Sessions held the
last Monday of each month.
Call The PLAN Fund for de-
tails 214-942-6698.

The Unitarian Universalist
Church of Oak Cliff, 3839
West Kiest Blvd, presents the
Second Wednesday Spea-
ker’s Forum the second
Wednesday of every month
from 6:30pm-7:30pm. FREE.
Info: uuc@oakcliffuu.org  or
214-337-2429. 

The West Irving Public Li-
brary, 444 W. Rochelle Rd,
Irving, hosts African-Amer-
ican Authors Book Circle
from 10:30am – noon on a se-
lect Saturday of each month.
FREE. Info: ahipp@cityofirv-
ing.org or 972-721-2691.

Network of Enterprising
Women (NEW) meets the
first Thursday of every month
at 10am. For meeting loca-
tions call 214-407-8977 or
email ntxnew@gmail.com .
Info: ntxnew.org.

Tuesdays through

November 10

Small Talk in Plano English
as a second language learners
can practice English speaking
skills in a small group setting
of 10-12 adults. Participants
must be able to read and write
English. Registration must be
done in person at
Schimelpfenig Library in
Plano; meet each week at 1
p.m. FREE 972-769-4200

Through November 11

Plano Children’s Theater,
1301 Custer Rd, Suite 706,
Plano, TX, presents School
House Rock Live Jr. Show
times and ticket prices vary.
Info: planochildrenstheater.
org or 972-422-2575. 

Through November 23

Autumn at the Arboretum
with its acclaimed pumpkin

patch, activities and fall fo-
liage comes to the Dallas Ar-
boretum, 8525 Garland Road,
Dallas, TX 75218. Adult tick-
ets $12. Children tickets $8.
Info: 214-515-6500 or dal-
lasarboretum.org.

Through November 20

The Dallas Theater Center
presents To Kill a Mocking-
bird at 2400 Flora Street, Dal-
las. Show times and ticket
prices vary. Info: Dallasthe-
atercenter.org or 214-526-
8210. 

Bible Way Community Bap-
tist Church, 4215 North
Greenview Dr, Irving, is hold-
ing its annual Holiday Food
Drive. Send or bring financial
or food contributions directly
to the church. Info: 972-257-
3766.

Through December 4

Bible Way Community Bap-
tist Church, 4215 North
Greenview Dr, Irving, is hold-
ing a FAITH Campaign. F –
Family and Friends. A- All
Come Day. I – I Will Day. T –
Taxi Day. H – Hallelujah
Day!! Info: 972-257-3766.

November 3-6

AAA Texas 500 Weekend at
the Texas Motor Speedway

November 4

The Third Eye African
Awakening Conference at
South Dallas Cultural Center
Theater 4 p.m., cost is $15,
call 214-426-1683

The Business & Industry
Awards Luncheon is an an-
nual event at which the Cham-
ber and the Richardson Rotary
Clubs recognize local busi-
nesses and organizations for
their many contributions to the
local economy and the com-
munity. Hyatt Regency North
Dallas – Richardson at 701 E
Campbell Rd, Richardson
from 11:15 a.m. – 1:15 p.m.

Ladisi plays the Palladium
Ballroom, 1135 S. Lamar, Dal-
las, at 8pm. Tickets $39.50.
Info: 214-421-2021 or thepal-

ladiumballroom.com. 

November 4-5

Karlene L. Games Ministries,
Inc presents Prayer Sympo-
sium 2011 at Mt. Sinai
Church, 6819 Lake June
Road, Dallas. 10/4 at 7pm.
10/5 at 8am. FREE but you
much register. Info: 888-530-
1123 or kingdomprayer.
eventbrite.com. 

The Black Academy of Arts
and Letters presents Comedy
Night at the Muse starring
Pierre at the Clarence Music
Café Theater in the Dallas
Convention Center Theater
Complex, corner of Canton
and Akard streets, at 9pm.
Tickets $15. Info: 2)743-2400
or tbaal.org. 

November 4 - 6

Nivram Productions presents
the stage play The Dating
Pool at the Addison Theater
Center, 15650 Addison Rd,
Addison. Showtimes vary.
Tickets $17 presale, $20 door,
$8 matinee. Info: anivrampro-
duction.com.  

November 5

My Purple Rose Entertainment
presents the Gospel stage play
To Hell with my Family at the
Granville Arts Theater, 300 N.
5th St, Garland at 7pm. Tickets
$20 in advance and $25 at
door. Info: 469-278-4278. 

The Plano Centre,  2000 E.
Spring Parkway, Plano, hosts
North Texas Kids Family
Expo from 10am – 4pm.
FREE. Info:
northtexaskids.com or 972-
516-9070.

Paul Quinn College leads WE
ARE NOT TRASH: A
March for the Future of Dal-
las beginning at 10am in Oak
Cliff Founders Park, 1409 N.
Zang Blvd, Dallas. FREE.
Info: 214-379-5457. 

Westminster Presbyterian
Church, 8200 Devonshire Dr,
Dallas, hosts Volapalooza
Community Concert Cele-

brating Volunteerism at 2pm.
FREE. Info: 214-351-3251 or
jrandolph6@gmail.com. 

The Oak Cliff Cultural Center,
223 W. Jefferson Blvd, Dallas,
hosts an Artist Talk & Com-
munity Workshop. FREE.
Info: 214-670-3777

Max and Ruby Live: Bunny
Parade comes to the Verizon
Theater at Grand Prairie, 1001
Performance Place, Grand
Prairie, at 1pm. Tickets $27.50
- $37.50. Info:  maxandruby-
ontour.com.  

November 6

As part of its FAITH Cam-
paign, Bible Way Community
Baptist Church, 4215 North
Greenview Dr, Irving is hold-
ing a special Friends & Fam-
ily Day. FREE. Info: 972-257-
3766. 

November 7

Total Cholesterol Screening
for Seniors 60+ and Spouses
will be at the Garland Senior
Activity Center, 600 W. Av-
enue A, Garland, from 9am-
1pm. FREE. Info: 214-689-
2230. 

November 8

Medical Center of McKinney’s
H2U Chapter hosts Lunch
Seminar “Got Foot Pain” at
the Medical Center of McKin-
ney, 4500 Medical Center
Drive, McKinney from noon -
1pm. Free for local H2U mem-
bers. $7 for non-members.
Info: 972-547-8002, h2u.com
and medicalcenterofmckin-
ney.com. 

Total Cholesterol Screening
for Seniors 60+ and Spouses
will be at the Evans Senior
Center, 1116 Hillcrest,
Mesquite from 9am-1pm.
FREE. Info: 214-689-2230. 

November 9

Total Cholesterol Screening
for Seniors 60+ and Spouses
will be at the Heritage Senior
Center, 200 S. Jefferson, Irv-
ing. FREE. Info: 214-689-
2230

John A. Lewis Quartet Per-
forming LIVE from 9 p.m. -
1 a.m. at the Absinthe Lounge,
1409 S. Lamar, Ste 008, Dal-
las, there is no cover at 7 p.m.
The entire community is in-
vited.

November 10

Plano ISD's newest ninth and
tenth grade high school,
McMillen will host its dedi-
cation ceremony at 7 p.m.
The entire community is in-
vited.

November 10-13

TDE Entertainment presents
the theatrical production
Dream with Your Eyes Open
at the Music Hall at Fair Park,
909 1st Ave, Dallas. Ticket
prices and showtimes vary.
Info: thefamilyoftde or 214-
691-7200.  

November 11

Dehydration Educational
Seminar for Seniors will be at
the Garland Senior Activity
Center, 600 W. Avenue A, Gar-
land, at 9:45am. FREE. Info:
214-689-2230.

November 11-12

The Tom Thumb Texas
Stampede Western Festival
comes to the Allen Event Cen-
ter, 200 East Stacy Rd, Allen.
4pm-9pm on 11/11 and 10am-
10pm on 11/12. FREE. Info:
texasstampede.org/events/west
ernfestival/

November 12

Heads of State Tour comes to
the Verizon Theater at Grand
Prairie, 1001 Performance
Place, Grand Prairie, at
7:30pm. Tickets $10-$85. Info:
972-647-5700 or verzonthe-
atre.com. 

The Dallas Alumnae Chapter
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc. will host its annual “Com-
munity Market Festival”
from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. at South-
west Center Mall, 3662 W.
Camp Wisdom Road, Dallas.
This is a free event.



By Jacquinette 
D. Murphy

Highways and bridges
are a part of the national
transportation network and
rebuilding and moderniz-
ing America's infrastruc-
ture is one of the three
ways President Barack
Obama proposes to get the
nation back to work ac-
cording to the American
Jobs Act submitted to Con-
gress in September. For the
unemployed citizens of
Dallas County, the adop-
tion of the Act could mean
an influx of jobs and con-
tracts. However, if the Act
fails, the legislature the
Texas employment num-
bers and its deteriorating
infrastructure will continue
to worsen.

Texas surface infra-
structures, specifically
bridges, remove the barrier
of travel and create greater
access to economic oppor-
tunities for its communi-
ties. However, the develop-
ment and maintenance of
these structures are the
gateway to attract more
sustained employment op-
tions to the region.

A list was release in
September outlining the
top ten states with the most
deficient bridges by The
Center for American
Progress. Their list showed

at least 9,433 bridges in
Texas, including 929
bridges in Dallas County
that are either structurally
deficient (in need of repair)
or functionally obsolete (in
need of improvement) inn
2010. According to the
Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT),
Dallas County has only
three bridge repairs sched-
uled and funded for con-
struction work in this fiscal
year. Additionally, TxDOT
estimated there are only 33
bridges with funding for
construction in Dallas
County between the fiscal
years 2011 to 2016. Al-
though many more bridges,
streets and other infrastruc-
tures require some level of
repair, it is clear the de-
mand is much greater than
the available funding. 

In Subtitle E, Section
241 of the American Jobs
Act, President Obama
makes provisions for trans-
portation infrastructure im-
provements and career
training through the alloca-
tion of a $50 billion, 100-
percent federally funded
capital investment to be
distributed to state, govern-
ment and transportation
agencies over a two year-
period. Thus, if this pro-
gram in Jobs Act becomes
law, money should no
longer be an obstacle to up-

grading regional structures
to full functionality.

The American Jobs Act
bill failed to gain traction
even in the Democratic
controlled U.S. Senate.
However, both parties sug-
gest there remains hope
specific parts of the bill
will pass both the House
and Senate.

Mark Pettit, a Public
Information Officer for
TxDOT Dallas District
shared the reality of the
money needed for repairs
and why we are fighting a
losing battle to make the
repairs and improvements.
“Recent studies show that
Texas’ transportation needs
are nearly $500 billion
through the year 2035;
however, we’ve only iden-
tified about 1/3 of the nec-
essary funding.” 

Pettit explained, “The
problem is that demand has
outpaced revenue. The
state (20¢) and federal
(18.4¢) gas tax (primary
transportation funding) has
not been raised since 1991
and 1993 respectively. This
is compounded by diver-
sions to non-transportation
needs, inflation and rising
construction costs, more
fuel efficient vehicles, pop-
ulation growth and rising
congestion, as well as the
lagging economy.”

With the looming fi-

nancial barrier, TxDOT’s
structural inspectors use a
need-based analysis
process to determine the
priority of bridge repairs.
TxDOT inspects all
bridges at least every two
years. Inspectors consider
several factors such as ex-
isting damage location and
severity, traffic volumes,
traffic loads, current load
capacity, and underwater.
The bridges with the low-
est scores, frequently re-
quire repair, or functionally
obsolete receive priority
for replacement or repair.  

“Many of our older
bridges were expected to
typically last between 30
and 50 years; however,
many factors affect the life
span, such as weather, traf-
fic, and collisions. Once
the deterioration reaches a
certain point of disrepair,
our engineers consider the
cost to preserve the exist-
ing structure versus the
cost to replace it.” 

Pettit also distinguished
the difference between
bridges that need repair
(structurally deficient), and
bridges, which do not meet
today’s transportation,
needs (functionally obso-
lete).  The functionally ob-
solete need to be improved
to reduce congestion while
the structurally deficient
need to be repaired. Out of

the 51,135 bridges in
Texas, approximately 1553
are structurally deficient,
but this does not mean that
the bridges are impassable
or dangerous. 

“From the moment
anything is built, it begins
to deteriorate,” began Pet-
tit. “Bridges are not unlike
your car; it may have
scratches and minor dents
in it, but it’s still safe and
functional.” A bridge deter-
mined to be dangerous is
closed immediately until
repairs or replacement can
be scheduled. 

Thankfully according
to Pettit, “there are no
bridges that have reached
the point of closure due to
a lack of funding.” 

TxDOT is equipped to
handle unique and emer-
gency bridge repairs. But it
comes at a cost to other
transportation needs. 

“Every time a collision
damages a Texas bridge,
we make the necessary re-
pairs to keep it safe and op-
erating.” But, Pettit adds,
“the funds needed to make
the repair have to come
from somewhere, and it’s
sometimes another project
or maintenance program
that suffers.” With a rap-
idly aging infrastructure,
Pettit expects the numbers
of bridge repairs to in-
crease. 

“Many of our bridges
are nearing, and in some
cases exceeding their ex-
pected life span. This will
require an increase in
spending to repair or re-
place these bridges. That
will mean less available
funding for other trans-
portation related expenses
-which will reduce mainte-
nance or delay congestion
relief projects.” 

In the absence of the al-
locations of the American
Jobs Act or other funding
sources, it appears that the
delays in repairs will likely
continue. 

Without additional
funding, the long-term
consequences could in-
clude closed bridges and
the cost analysis of repair
versus rebuild. “It will lead
to more congestion and
travel delay, as well as fur-
ther deterioration of our
transportation system.”
Currently, there are 37
projects worth over $32
million scheduled to begin
construction in Dallas
County between Septem-
ber 2011 and August 2012
- the following are projects
that include bridges: SH
180 at Mountain Creek, I-
30 at White Rock Creek,
and City Street California
Crossing at Elm Fork Trin-
ity.

www.NorthDallasGazette.com Cover  Story

The American Jobs Act:
A bridge to employment

            
Off-System (County/City maintained)

Feature Crossed Facility Carried Location Rating Disposition

ELM FK TRINITY RIVER CALIFORNIACROSSING 0.1 MI E OF ROCHELLE BLVD 4 Spring 2012

S LEVEE TRINITY RIVER SYLVAN AVENUE 1.0 MI SOUTH OF IH 35E 5 July 2011

N LEVEE TRINITY RIVER SYLVAN AVENUE N LEVEE OF TRINITY RIVER 6 July 2011

BEAR CREEK REINDEER RD 0.7 MI E OF HOUSTON SH RD 14.6 City will continue maint.

KELLER BRANCH THIRD ST 0.2 EAST OF JEFFERSON ST 41.6 2016

On-System (state maintained)

Feature Crossed Facility Carried Location Rating

SH 114 TX STAD VEH ACCESS 0.20 MI SE OF LP 12 22 To be demolished 2012

S. LAMAR, BUDD ST, UPRR SH 310 / US 175 0.40 MI S  OF US 175 34.8 2016

S FK HACKBERRY CR SH 114 WBFR 0.40 MI SE OF SH 161 37.8 Under Repair

TRINITY RI & BRAZOS ST IH 35E NB 0.9 MI S OF IH 30 46 2013

IH 30 & TRINITY RIVER HOUSTON VIADUCT 1.8 MI W OF IH 45 49.9 Rehab 5 years ago - City maint
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Driver Beware: Top 10 Structurally Deficient Bridges in Dallas County as of Oct. 2011



By Tonya Whitaker
NDG Staff Writer

It really tears me up in-
side that I have to write
about Kim Kardashian for
two consecutive weeks in
this column. As we all sus-
pected from the get-go,
Kardashian’s marriage to
NBA baller Kris Humphries
is over.  Kim filed papers in
a Los Angeles courthouse
Oct. 31. Speculation about
the couple’s breakup has
been discussed since they

were married 72 days ago.
When you think of it,
everyone benefits from this
fake marriage and the
breakup. Humpheries ain’t
makin a dime playing ball
because of the NBA lock-
out, so he will have time to
make some paid appear-
ances. After all, because of
a prenup, he ain’t getting a
dime of Kim’s money.
While, Kim is probably
working on a post-
Humphries episode of
Keeping Up With the Kar-
dashians. Now I understand
why President Barrack
Obama does not want his
daughters, Sasha and Malia,
watching that circus.

T.O. needs another cut

If there is anything else
more annoying that the Kar-
dashians is stories about
rich brothas having child
support payment problems.
I could not help but laugh
last week when former
NFLer Terrell Owens held a
workout, but no NFL team
reps showed up.  Now,

Owens’ attorney has peti-
tioned the court – again – to
lower the support payments
made to his baby momma,
Monique Reynolds. His
camp comes up with the

same sad excuse whenever
he doesn’t land a job. Fine,
he probably isn’t making
the millions he used to, but
he probably got more
money than you and me.
Get rid of some of your
high-end gifts and pay up
fool!

Car Review
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NDG Gossip: Kardashian/
Humphries union down the toilet

Kim Kardashian

DECEMBER 1, 2011

JAMIE 
FOXX
Event Sponsor: Diane and Hal Brierley

PRESENTS

ATTPAC.ORG  I  214.880.0202

BRINKER INTERNATIONAL FORUM

JAMISON, continued from Page 2
Festival Award for lifetime
achievement in choreogra-
phy, and in 2004 the com-
pany was the subject of a
feature profile on CBS’ 60
Minutes. They also lent
their creativity and inven-
tiveness to the 2007 televi-
sion broadcast of the 79th
Academy Awards.

Tickets for the Brinker
International Forum per-
formance range from
$12.50 to $125. Tickets for
the TITAS performance
range from $12 to $200.
All tickets can be purchased
online at www.attpac.org,
by phone at 214.880.0202,
or in person at the AT&T

Performing Arts Center
Box Office at the Winspear
Opera House, 2403 Flora
Street (Monday through
Saturday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.;
Sunday 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.),
or at the remote Box Office
at Park Place Lexus Plano
at 1025 Preston Road.

CAREERS, continued from Page 6
field continue to grow.”

Much of the job
growth in veterinary sci-
ence is in regulatory mat-
ters pertaining to home-
land security or global
public health issues, he
said.

Currently there are
more than 95,400 veteri-
narians practicing in the
U.S., about two-thirds of
who are in private prac-
tice, according to the
American Veterinary Med-
ical Association. The rest
work for a variety of pub-
lic or private entities.

The curriculum has a
total of 100 lessons: 75
core lessons in basic vet-
erinary science and 25 les-

sons in clinical science
and technology. Fifty addi-
tional lessons are being
developed to cover topics
such as One Health sci-
ence and technology (the
interface between animal
and human health), along
with laboratory science
and technology for those
who wish to pursue non-
clinical careers.

Faries said that de-
pending on the student, the
curriculum can be accom-
plished in different ways.

“A 4-H club might opt
to offer 20 lessons a year
over a five-year period,”
he said. “Or a high school
class might complete the
instruction in one year

with daily lessons.”
With the moderniza-

tion of the content, addi-
tional teaching materials
are offered online at http://
aevm.tamu.edu/. About
100 presentation sessions
are available online, and
Faries also teaches classes
via the Internet.

Though the curriculum
is currently structured to
meet educational needs of
young people, Faries said,
a fee-based version is
being created online for
high school graduates who
want to pursue a career as
a veterinary assistant.

For more information
about the curriculum, see
http://aevm.tamu.edu/.

Terrell Owens



BALLOT, continued from Page 1

give the Higher Education
Coordinating Board authority
to fund student loans through
bonds, as long as the total
amount does not exceed the
amount previously approved
by voters. At present, legisla-
tive and voter approval is re-
quired for additional bond ca-
pacity.

Proposition 4, HJR 63:
Use of Property Taxes for
Transportation Funding

Summary: The constitu-
tional amendment would
allow counties to pledge in-
creased property tax collec-
tions for transportation fund-
ing in special reinvestment
zones.

Proposition 5, SJR 26:
Interlocal Contracts

Summary: This constitu-
tional amendment would
allow the Legislature to au-
thorize cities and counties to
enter into interlocal contracts
with other cities or counties
without meeting certain tax
assessment and sinking fund
requirements. Currently, a city
or county cannot take out debt
unless it levies a tax sufficient
to pay the interest and creates
a sinking fund of at least two

percent.
Proposition 6, HJR 109:

Fund Transfers to the Avail-
able School Fund

Summary: The Perma-
nent School Fund (PSF) is a
special supplemental fund that
provides additional monies to
school districts. Those funds
are distributed by the State
Board of Education (SBOE)
through the Available School
Fund (ASF). This amendment
would expand authority for
distribution of those funds to
the General Land Office
(GLO) or the School Land
Board (SLB), It would allow
the GLO or SLB to distribute
up to $300 million. The
amendment also will tem-
porarily increase the market
value of the PSF to allow the
distributions.

Proposition 7, SJR 28:
El Paso Parks

Summary: This constitu-
tional amendment would
allow El Paso County to fi-
nance and construct parks and
recreation centers through
property taxes.

Proposition 8, SJR 16:
Tax Breaks for Water Stew-
ardship

Summary: The constitu-
tional amendment would
allow landowners to receive
property tax exemptions for
water stewardship. The tax
exemption amount would be
based on the productive water
capacity of the land.

Proposition 9, SJR 9:
Gubernatorial Pardon Au-
thority

Summary: Currently, the
Governor can only par- don
individuals with criminal con-
victions, but cannot pardon
defendants who have entered
a plea of guilty or no contest
and have completed probation
without a conviction. This
amendment would allow the
Governor to do so.

Proposition 10, SJR 37:
Resign-to-Run Require-
ments

Summary: At present, if
a county official files candi-
dacy for another office with
more than one year left in
their current term, they must
resign to run. This constitu-
tional amendment would only
require county officials to re-
sign to run if there is more
than one year and thirty days
left.
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Insuring your business
against an emergency is a
vital and prudent step to take
when owning a business.
Most businesses have work-
ers compensation and insure
their buildings, but there are
other types of insurance that
business owners may want
to consider as well. 

“Choosing the right type
of insurance for your busi-
ness can be a daunting task,”
explains David Oldfield,
Senior Vice President of
Business Banking at Comer-
ica Bank. “However, when
you choose the right insur-
ance, it can protect you and
your business from substan-
tial losses.”  

There are many types of
insurance out there for busi-
ness owners, but Oldfield
suggests a few of the most
common ones that could
help safeguard your busi-
ness. 

Business Interruption

Insurance. Many busi-
nesses that close due to a fire
or some catastrophic situa-
tion never reopen. It’s not
because they didn’t insure
their building, but rather it’s

because the owners relied on
their business to provide
them with a steady pay-
check.

“Business Interruption
coverage pays your lost
salary as well as your ongo-

ing expenses, including pay-
roll of key employees and
the extra expenses to get
back into business more
quickly. It could be good
coverage to have because if
the insurance company is
slow taking care of the
claim, you’re on their pay-
roll,” says Oldfield.

Accounts Receivables

Insurance. Accounts re-
ceivables insurance, or
credit insurance, protects
your business if your clients
don’t pay you. This type of
insurance can be particularly
useful for new, rapidly
growing businesses or if you

have foreign clients. Ac-
counts receivable insurance
protects your company
against loss on receivables,
including default, bank-
ruptcy or simply slow pay-
ment. This insurance can

also protect a company
that is unable to collect
receivables due to loss
of underlying records;
for example, ones lost
in a fire or flood. 

Product Liability

Insurance. Companies
that manufacture,

wholesale, distribute or re-
tail a product may be liable
for its safety. Product liabil-
ity insurance protects
against financial loss as a re-
sult of a defect in a product
that causes injury or bodily
harm. The type of product
you sell should be factored
into the coverage amount. 

Employment Practices

Liability Insurance. This
insurance covers allegations
of discrimination, sexual ha-
rassment and wrongful ter-
mination. Many businesses,
especially small businesses,
may forego this type of in-
surance because they have

few employees or they con-
sider themselves fair em-
ployers. That may be the
case, but that doesn’t mean
a scorned employee won’t
allege otherwise. “These
types of allegations are by
nature personal affronts to
business owners. The advan-

tage of insurance is that it
has a tendency to deperson-
alize it as much as can be,”
explains Oldfield.

Many businesses are un-
derinsured because of the
expense, but in the event of
a crisis, these insurance poli-
cies can help your company

weather the storm and re-
duce financial loss. 

For more information,
please contact Kristin Welsh
at 214.871.7723 or Kristin
@allynmedia.com.

Source: Comerica Bank,
Member FDiC. equal op-
portunity Lender.

Insuring Your Business



of the nation. No wonder the
nation has seen a grou-
ndswell of demonstrators re-
ferring to themselves as the
‘99ers’.    

For African-Americans
in particular, these ill-ad-
vised policies have been
particularly painful – unem-
ployment rates double that
of the rest of the nation,
neighborhoods dotted with
foreclosures and short-sales,
a lack of affordable housing
for former homeowners, and
for those lucky enough to
still have a job - incomes
trailing the rest of the nation.   

If there was ever a time
ripe for change, it surely
must be now. We cannot
continue along the same 30-

year path that has led to such
pathetic results. The nation
needs the return of a robust
economy and a time when
vigorous enforcement from
our federal consumer-
watchdog agency convinces
more businesses to become
consumer-respectful. 

It is equally important
that as consumers of color
we direct our dollars to edu-
cation, businesses and enter-
prises that value all we bring
to the marketplace table. Ac-
cording to the Nielsen Com-
pany’s recent report, The
State of the African-Ameri-
can Consumers, 43 million
African-American con-
sumers together represent
nearly a trillion dollars of

purchasing power each year.  
Before Black Friday, the

day following Thanksgiving
and traditionally the busiest
retail shopping day of the
year, African-Americans
have the opportunity to be
better stewards of the pur-
chasing power we hold in
our own hands. We can and
should use our economic
clout to forge new aware-
ness and respect for our eco-
nomic strength. Moreover,
that strength would best be
shared with those that value
our choices in every pur-
chase or investment.  

If lenders are reluctant to
offer transparent transac-
tions that inform us before a
debt is incurred, we need to

walk away with our money,
our credit and our self-re-
spect. Whether the product
is a new credit or debit card,
auto financing, or a mort-
gage, we must remember
that loyalty in business
should be earned – not given
away.   

No one has or ever will
beg their way out of poverty.
But by becoming wiser con-
sumers, we can begin to
carve our own path to pros-
perity.  

Charlene Crowell is a
communications manager
with the Center for Respon-
sible Lending. She can be
reached at:  Charlene.crow-
ell@responsiblelending.org
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adoption

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING

ADOPTION?  You choose from

families nationwide.  LIVING

EXPENSES PAID.  Abby's One

True Gift Adoptions.  866-413-

6292, 24/7 Void/Illinois  

automotive

WANTED JAPANESE MOTOR-

CYCLES KAWASAKI 1970-

1980    Z1-900, KZ900, KZ

1000, H2-750, H1-500, S1-250,

S2-250, S2-350,    S3-400

CASH. 1-800-772-1142, 1-310-

721-0726 usa@classicrun-

ners.com  

autos Wanted

SELL YOUR CAR, TRUCK or

SUV TODAY! All 50 states, fast

pick-up and payment. Any con-

dition, make    or model. Call

now 1-877-818-8848 www.My-

CarforCash.net  

TOP CASH FOR CARS,   Any

Car/Truck, Running or Not. Call

for INSTANT offer: 1-800-454-

6951  

employment

$100,000 income opportunity

work with a    Billion Dollar Phar-

macy Benefit Manager   Call 1-

877-308-7959 EXT234 today  

Great Pay! Travel American Re-

sort Locations with young, suc-

cessful business group. Paid

training, travel and lodging. 877-

646.5050

MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn

up to $150 daily. Get paid to

shop pt/ft. Call now 800-690-

1272.

FinanCial

CREDIT REPAIR SPECIALIST

Have a 720 score? You can!

Free Consultation, 888-316-

2786 ext 102 www.raisemycred-

itasap.com 

health & Fitness

TAKE VIAGRA? SAVE $500!

100mg,/Cialis 20mg. 40+4

FREE, PILLS .   Only $99.00

Discreet. .1-888-797-9024

NATURAL HERBAL TYPE VIA-

GRA - As Seen On TV   No Side

Effects - Improve Performance -

WEBSITE   ONLY FREE Trial

Offer + S&H - One Month Sup-

ply   www.pro4maxoffer.com

(800) 781-1975  

help Wanted

2011 Postal Positions $13.00-

$36.50+/hr., Federal hire/full

benefits. Call Today! 1-866-477-

4953 Ext. 150

FREE GAS! Receive $300

Gasoline Savings! Gasoline

Stimulus Program provides

$300 gas savings to participants

of driving survey. Local Stations

- Major Brands ! Call now 877-

898-9027

misCellaneous

CASH FOR CARS,   Any Make

or Model! Free Towing.   Sell it

TODAY. Instant offer: 1-800-

864-5784  

$$OLD GUITARS WANTED$$

Gibson, Fender, Martin,

Gretsch. 1920's to 1980's. Top

Dollar paid. Toll Free: 1-866-

433-8277

CASH PAID for unexpired,

sealed DIABETIC TEST

STRIPS - up to $17/Box! Ship-

ping prepaid.   Kim 1-888-883-

8835. www.cash4diabeticsup-

plies.com  

STEEL BUILDINGS: 5 only

2(25x36), 30x48, 40x52, 45x82.

Selling   For Balance Owed!

Free Delivery! 1-800-462-

7930x302

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train

for high paying Aviation Mainte-

nance Career. FAA approved

program. Financial aid if quali-

fied - Housing available CALL

Aviation Institute of Mainte-

nance (866)453-6204.

FREE GAS! Receive $300

Gasoline Savings! Gasoline

Stimulus Program provides

$300 gas savings to participants

of driving survey. Local Stations

- Major Brands ! Call now 877-

898-9027

real estate

Available Now!!!   2-4 Bedroom

homes   Take Over Payments

No Money Down/No Credit

Check   Call  1-888-269-9192  

20 Acre Ranch FORECLO-

SURES! Near Growing El Paso,

TX. Was $16,900. Now

$12,900. $0 Down, take over

payments $99/mo. Beautiful

views, owner financing. FREE

Color Brochure. 800-755-8953

www.sunsetranches.com

Stop Renting Lease option to

buy Rent to own No money

down No credit check    1-877-

395-0321  

***FREE Foreclosure Listings***

OVER 400,000 properties na-

tionwide. Low down payment.

Call now 800-250-2043.

Wanted to Buy

WANTED DIABETES TEST

STRIPS Any kind/brand. Unex-

pired up to $22.00. Shipping

Paid Hablamos espanol 1-800-

266-0702 www.selldiabetic-

strips.com

Reader Advisory: the National Trade Association we belong to has purchased the following classifieds. Determining the value of their service or product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, some ad-

vertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should you

send any money in advance or give the client your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair company does business only over the

phone it is illegal to request any money before delivering its service. All funds are based in US dollars. 800 numbers may or may not reach Canada.

To advertise call 972-509-9049 Email (ad for quote) opportunity@northdallasgazette.com

Cadnet/north dallas gazette
National and Local Classified Advertising Network

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

Dallas County 
Director, Emergency Management 

Salary commensurate with experience 

Dallas County is currently recruiting for a 

Director of Emergency Management.  The 

successful incumbent will secure, manage, 

and direct state and federal grant funding for 

the Office of Emergency Management, 

Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD), 

Homeland Security (HS), and anti-terrorist 

programs for the County.  

Bachelor’s degree from an accredited college 

or university in a job related field of study.  

Five (5) years of professional work related 

experience, including two (2) years 

supervisory/management experience. To 

apply visit our website at 

www.dallascounty.org.    EOE 

 

 

 

AMERICA, continued from Page 3

Tyrone McGill, the for-

mer manager of Dallas An-

imal Services who was in-

dicted last year on felony

animal cruelty charges,

goes on trial Monday, Nov.

7.  

Jury selection will take

place Monday, with testi-

mony expected to start

Tuesday morning at 9 a.m.

The trial will be in Criminal

District Court No. 3, with

Judge Gracie Lewis presid-

ing.  

According to the affi-

davit accompanying the

grand jury’s indictment,

McGill, 61, tortured and

killed a cat by preventing it

from being freed from in-

side a wall at the city-run

shelter where he was a dis-

trict manager.  

The incident began on

or about May 3, 2010, when

staff reported to McGill that

a cat had escaped from a

holding area and was

trapped inside the wall be-

tween the employees’ break

room and the women’s

bathroom.  

The affidavit alleges

that McGill repeatedly

failed to respond to em-

ployees’ requests that

something be done to res-

cue the cat, which could be

heard “scratching, clawing,

crying and jumping at the

bottom of the wall,” trying

to free itself.  When em-

ployees pressed the issue

about freeing the cat,

McGill reportedly said that

the sheetrock wall “would

not be cut.”  

After it was obvious that

the cat had died, McGill and

others then cut a hole in the

wall to remove the decom-

posing body on May 18,

2010.  

If convicted, McGill

could receive a two-year

prison sentence, the maxi-

mum for a State jail felony

in Texas.

Animal cruelty trial of former Dallas Animal Services Manager Tyrone McGill set to start Monday, Nov. 7



 

 WatchGuard Video is looking for a Research 
Representative.   Primary responsibilities 
include evaluating order/ticket accuracy, 
research ticket history, verify customer requests 
and ensure all necessary information is 
communicated to the customer. This position 
also has the responsibility to download all 
requested video, maintain video library and 
process video under specified formats.  
 
For more information on this position and how 
to apply go to:  
watchguardvideo.com/about/availablepositions  

 
An Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action  

Employer M/F/D 
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attention suppliers of Goods,
services and construction

review competitive Opportunities at
www.bidsync.com

www.garlandpurchasing.com

972-205-2415

KHVN Radio is seeking a fulltime

sales professional, preferably with

Christian radio sales experience. Ap-

plicants should be knowledgeable in

creating, managing and maintaining

accounts as well as being a self-mo-

tivator with excellent communication

skills. All interested parties should fax

their resume to 214-331-1908 or you

may mail your resume to the attention

of KHVN office manager at 5787

South Hampton Road; Suite 285,

Dallas, TX 75232.

No phone calls please.

KHVN/Mortenson Broadcasting is

an equal opportunity employer.

advertising account Manager
Needed immediately

Must be
• A good telemarketer
• Willing and able to cold call effectively
• Have reliabletransportation
• Skilled in MS Wordand Excel
• Able to demonstrate good people skills
• Able to work in Plano and surrounding areas

interested candidates should email resume to
publisher@northdallasgazette.com

TISEO PAVING COMPANY
419 E. Hwy. 80, Mesquite, TX 75150

Tel: (972) 289-0723 Fax (972) 216-5637
www.tiseopaving.com

Performing Concrete Street Paving
in the Metroplex Area

We Accept Subcontracting Bids
For All Public Works Projects

in the Dallas Area.
We Are Accepting Applications for Con-
crete Mixer Drivers and Heavy Equip-

ment Mechanics

Equal Opportunity Employer

 

 WatchGuard Video is looking for an experienced 
Customer Service/Technical Support 
Representative to start immediately.  
 
This employee will be responsible for 
diagnosing and resolving customer issues 
through phone, web, email and direct customer 
interaction.  This person will also need to 
maintain critical relationships developed by 
other departments and communicate actively 
with other departments detailing specific 
customer issues.  
 
For more information on this position and how 
to apply go to:  
watchguardvideo.com/about/availablepositions  

 
An Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action  

Employer M/F/D 

INVITATION TO BID 
EAGLE CONTRACTING L.P.; 

an Equal Opportunity Employer, is soliciting Minority Owned 

and Women Owned Business Enterprises for Subcontract and 

Material Supply Bids for the following project: 

 

Trinity River Authority of Texas 

 

Central Regional Wastewater System 

Pump Station 14 Service Water Pumping 

Improvements 
 

Bid Date: 

November 10, 2011@ 2:00 p.m. 

 

Contact: 

Jimmy Smith 

Metro: 817-379-1897•Fax, Metro: 817-379-0610 

 

Mail to: 

Eagle Contracting L.P. 

P.O. Box 1600, Keller, TX 76244 

 

Graphic artist
Small Community Newspaper

looking for a partime

student graphic artist.

Prefer student (intern) that's

available on a per project basis.

Must have knowledge of

Quark and Indesign software.

Work will be done

at company office.

Must be professional and

dependable.  Fax resumes to:

9725099058, or email to:

trj1909@tx.rr.com

INVITATION TO BID 
EAGLE CONTRACTING L.P.; 

an Equal Opportunity Employer, is soliciting Minority Owned 

and Women Owned Business Enterprises for Subcontract and 

Material Supply Bids for the following project: 

 

Trinity River Authority of Texas 

 

Mountain Creek Regional Wastewater System 

Plant & Collection System Improvements 

TRA Contract No. 10-22 
 

Bid Date: 

November 9, 2011@ 2:00 p.m. 

 

Contact: 

Jimmy Smith 

Metro: 817-379-1897•Fax, Metro: 817-379-0610 

 

Mail to: 

Eagle Contracting L.P. 

P.O. Box 1600, Keller, TX 76244 

 



AVENUE F CHURCH
OF CHRIST IN PLANO

Mondays – Fridays
Call 972-423-8833 for AFFECT, Inc. or
email:  AFFECTxInc@aol.com  for
counseling services, resources and as-
sistance for job readiness and training
programs for individuals.  For couples
we offer services for marital relation-
ships and for ex-offenders we offer pro-
grams for getting back into the work
force.

November 6
Join us for Early Worship at 8 a.m.;
Bible Classes at 9:45 a.m.; Morning
Worship at 10:45 a.m. and afternoon
Worship at 3 p.m.

November 19, 8:30 a.m.
Join us for our Men’s Prayer Breakfast
and Training.  Call the church for de-
tails. 

Brother Ramon Hodridge,
Minister

1026 Avenue F
Plano, TX   75074

972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchriist.org

____________________________

BIBLE WAY COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH

November 6
Join us for Sunday School at 9:35 a.m.;
and Sunday Worship at 11 a.m. as we
worship and praise God.  The Word of
God transforms lives.

November 9, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our Bible Class as we
study the Word of God and give Him
honor and praise.

Dr. Timothy Wilbert, Sr.
Senior Pastor

4215 N. Greenview Drive
Irving, TX   75062

972-257-3766
www.bwcbc.com 

____________________________

CHRIST COMMUNITY
CONNECTION, INC. (CCC)

November 5, 1 p.m.
You’re invited to a Scholarship Banquet
Luncheon at the Brookhaven Country
Club, 3333 Golfing Green in Dallas,
honoring Dr. Wayne and Mrs. Theresa
Allen, Pastor Emeritus of First Baptist

Church in Carrollton, Texas for the
Community Education Award and Mr.
Freddie L. Whitfield, Inventory/Fleet
Manager for Classic Chevrolet’s
Thompson Group in Grapevine, Texas
for the Community Business Award.
Dr. Gregory Voss, Senior Pastor, Word
of Life C.O.G.I.C in Carrollton, Texas
will be the M.C.  Scholarships from the
banquet will benefit high school stu-
dents from the local area.  Call Willie
Rainwater about tickets, donations,
sponsorship and volunteering.

Willie Rainwater, Director
2006 Southern Oak

Carrollton, TX   75007
972-242-0933

___________________________

DAYSTAR
DELIVERANCE

MINISTRIES

On Going
9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Visit Helen’s House every Monday and
Friday to receive, to give, to comfort
and to fellowship.  The give-a-way of
food, love and household items is given
freely to all those who could use a little
touch.

Pastor Minnie
Hawthorne-Ewing

635 W. Campbell Road
Suite 210

Richardson, TX 75080
972-480-0200

____________________________

EIRENE CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

November 6
You’re invited to our Morning Worship
at 8:30 a.m.; and 11 a.m. as we worship
and praise God.

November 9, 7:30 p.m.
Join us for Bible Class as we study the
Word of God; and give Him honor and
praise.

Pastor Autry
701 E. Centennial Blvd.
Richardson, TX   75081

972-991-0200
www.followpeace.org 

_____________________________

FELLOWSHIP CHRISTIAN
CENTER CHURCH IN ALLEN

“The Ship”

Monday – Friday
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

TheShip3C’s Prayer Lines for those in
needs are 972-649-0566 and 972-649-
0567 or they may be submitted via
email to:  prayerline@theship3c. org 

November 6, 9:30 a.m.
Join us for Sunday Morning Worship at
Story Elementary School, 1550 Edel-
weiss Drive, Allen, TX as we praise
God for His blessings. 

November 9, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our Wednesday Night
Live in the Joycie Turner Fellowship
Hall on Belmont Drive.  Also, come to
our Corporate Prayer and our Kidz
Zone (an environment to equip children
to grow and to show God’s love.)

Dr. W. L. Stafford, Sr.,
Ed.D.

Senior Pastor
1550 Edelweiss Drive
In Allen for Sunday
Morning Worship.

Admin. Building Address
Is 200 W. Belmont Drive

Allen, TX   75013 
972-359-9956

www.theship3c.org
____________________________

MT. PISGAH MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH “The Rock”

November 6
Join us for Sunday Worship at 7:45
a.m.; and 11 a.m. as we give God ex-
cellence praise without excuse.

November 9, 12 p.m.
Come to our Noonday Bible Study to
learn more about the Word of God; and
at 7 p.m. for our Wednesday Night
Bible Study.

Pastor Robert Townsend
11611 Webb Chapel Road

Dallas, TX   75229
972-241-6151

www.dallasmtpisgah.org 
____________________________

NORTH DALLAS
COMMUNITY

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
CHURCH

November 4, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our Single Parent Sup-
port Group.  Call Pastor Cooper at 972-
437-3493, Ext 104 or email him at
rcooper@ndcbf.org for details.

November 5, 12 Noon
For those in need, come to our Grief
Recovery Support Group.  Call Tera
McFarland at 972-437-3493, Ext 111 or
email her at tmcfarland@ndcbf.org for
details.

November 12, 9 a.m.
You’re invited to our introductory
Meeting of Growing Kid’s God Way,
this is placing the language of God in
the souls of your children in Room D-
222.  For details call Elaine Logan at
972-437-3493, Ext. 105 or email her at
elogan@ndcbf.org 

Dr. Leslie W. Smith,
Senior Pastor

1010-1020 S. Sherman Street
Richardson, TX   75081

972-437-3493
www.ndcbf.org

____________________________

ROCKBRIDGE CHURCH

November 6
You’re invited to join us for Prayer with
Pastor at 8:30 a.m.; Sunday School at
8:30 a.m.; and Worship Celebration at
10 a.m.

November 9, 7 p.m.
Join us for  Bible Study and Awana as
we worship and praise God.

Timothy Jones,
Lead Pastor

21 Prestige Circle
Allen, TX   75002

214-383-9993
www.rockbridgechurch.com

____________________________

ROCK OF FAITH
INTERNATIONAL

CHURCH

Early Morning Prayer
Real Men Pray; all men, join our Circle
of Faith Men Intercessory Prayer Min-
istry in prayer, early in the morning at 6
a.m. on Monday - Friday at 1-712-775-
7400, pin # 828877 #1 and please put
your phone on mute.  Prayer will
change people, things and situations.

Pastor Tommy Tucker
311 East Church

Lewisville, TX   75057
214-566-2211

____________________________

SAINT MARK MBC
IN MCKINNEY

November 6
You’re invited to our Education Min-
istries at 9:30 a.m. and our Worship Cel-
ebration at 10:45 a.m.

November 12, 12 p.m.
All Senior Saints are invited to our
Double Nickel (55 and above) Lunch-
eon @ the Newsome Center on Amscott
Street in McKinney.  Activities include
lunch, bingo and door prizes.  Come
and bring a friend.  If you are home-
bound, we will deliver to you.  Please
call 972-542-6178 no later than the Fri-
day, November 11th (this month) before
the luncheon and leave a message with
your name, address, phone number and
how many meals you need.

Dr. Charles Wattley
Senior Pastor

1308 Wilcox Street
McKinney TX   75069

972-542-6178
www.saintmarkbc.com  

____________________________

SHILOH MBC
IN PLANO

November 6
Register now for our HR Ministry‘s 2nd
Annual Golf Tournament at Twin
Creeks Golf Club.  Proceeds will be
used for scholarships.  Call the church
for details.

November 6, 8 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Join us in Morning Worship as we
praise and worship God for His bless-
ings. 

November 10, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our Midweek Service
as we worship and praise God.

November 13, 11 a.m.
Join us for our 127th Church Anniver-
sary and Note Burning Service; and we
honor and praise God for His blessing.
Rev. A.C. Stapleton is our speaker.

Dr. Isaiah Joshua, Jr.
Senior Pastor

920 E. 14th Street
Plano, TX   75074

972-423-6695
www.smbcplano.org 

____________________________

THE INSPIRING BODY
OF CHRIST CHURCH

November 6
You’re invited to our Worship Services
at 7:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.

November 7, 7 p.m.
Join us for Monday School as we wor-
ship and praise God.

Pastor Rickie Rush
7701 S. Westmoreland Road

Dallas, TX  75237
972-372-4262

www.ibocjoy.org
____________________________

THE NEW LIGHT CHURCH

November 6
You’re invited to worship with us on
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m. for Sun-
day School and 11 a.m. for Morning
Worship as we praise and worship God.

Shaun Rabb, Senior Pastor
9314 Elam Road

Dallas, TX   75217
214-391-3430

www.newlightchurchdallas.com 
____________________________

VICTORY BIBLE CHURCH
INTERNATIONAL,

(VBCI DALLAS)

November 6, 9 a.m.
You are invited to a Life Transforming
Service that will change your life as we
praise and worship God.

1100 Business Parkway,, Suite 1007
Richardson, TX   75081

972-679-9138 or 214-394-6164
______________________________

WORD OF LIFE
CHURCH OF

GOD IN CHRIST

Early Prayer
Join us in prayer early in the morning at
6 a.m. on Monday - Friday at 1-661-
673-8600, Code # 142219 and please
put your phone on mute.  Prayer will
change people, things and situations.

November 8, 7:30 p.m.
You’re invited to our Pastoral Care
Night as Pastor Voss bring the Word of
God; and we worship and praise God.

Dr. Gregory Voss,
Senior Pastor

2765 Trinity Mills Road
Building 300

Carrollton, TX   75006
214-514-9147
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CLOCK, continued from Page 5
culty reaching the test but-
ton on your alarm for
monthly testing, use the
handle of a broom or mop."

Other recommendations
include replacing the entire
alarm if it is more than 10
years old, or doesn't work
properly when tested; in-
stalling smoke alarms on
every level of your home,
both inside and outside of
sleeping areas; installing
both ionization and photo-
electric smoke alarms or
dual sensor alarms, which
detect slow, smoldering
fires, as well as fast, flam-
ing fires; and, interconnect-
ing smoke alarms through-
out your home so that when
one sounds, they all sound.

To improve chances of
surviving a fire, make sure
everyone in your home un-
derstands the warning of the
smoke alarm and knows
how to respond.

Prepare and practice an
escape plan, identify a des-
ignated meeting place a safe
distance from the fire and
where first responders can
easily see you.  Always dial
9-1-1 from a safe location.

Finally, once out of the
structure, never go back in-
side!

By taking simple steps,
your chances of surviving a
fire improve greatly.  For
additional information on
fire and life safety, to re-

quest a program for your
group or organization, or to
schedule a fire safety visit to
your home, visit www.mck-
inneyfire.org, email sdur-
ham@mckinneytexas.org,
or call 972-547-2893.

“The fining pot is for sil-
ver, and the furnace for gold:
but the Lord trieth the
hearts.” Proverb 17:3
(KJV)

This proverb explains
one of God's strangest mys-
teries.  It is a picture of
God's formula to refine the
human heart in order to
bring out its finest qualities.
The important leaders who
make the greatest mark for
the Kingdom has to experi-
ence their own trial and fire.
Without it, the scum can
never be removed from the
human heart.  Without it, the
hindrances weigh us down.
God understands the human
heart, after all, He made it.
He understands that for
Christians to become all that
He hopes for them, there are
seasons of fire that they
must endure.  Joseph went
through many tests.  Suc-
ceeding in his test qualified
him for greater responsibil-
ity, just as it will for any
Christian.  

The greater the use in the
Kingdom of Christians the
greater the crucible to pre-
pare the right foundation for
them.  Some of God's great-
est crucibles are found in the
home and workplace where
Christians live every day, the
person who betrays a trust or
the person who falls short of
our expectations.    

These circumstances are
a test from God for Chris-
tians to find out how they
will respond, He already
knows.  Christians are sub-
jected to forces that test
them and this often makes
them change.  His grace has
been provided that Chris-
tians might pass the tests
that He brings before them.
Should they fail a trial that is
set before them, they need
not fear, God’s grace is suf-
ficient for this as well.  All
that is needed for Christians
is to ask God for the grace to
walk with Him in whatever
tests He has placed before
them.  He is able to accom-
plish what He wants for
them.

God has given Chris-

tians special gifts, talents,
and abilities to use in His
service and to pass tests set
before them.  Christians
should ask God to stir up
those gifts, talents, and abil-
ities that He has placed in
them.  They should ask Him
for help to see how and what
they can do for Him through
the power of His Holy
Spirit, to accomplish His
purpose and to draw people
to Him to be glorified.

Christians were not
made to fight the hard bat-
tles in life alone.  That’s why
Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to
live in them, to help with the
trials that Christians would
face.  If Christians have faith
and trust God, they will see
that in the midst of their bat-
tles they learn to be truly ef-
fective warriors.  Likewise,
in the midst of living, they
can learn to be an effective
Christian.  The Holy Spirit
was sent to guide and direct
Christians; to give them wis-
dom and strength for their
journey.

When Christians rely on
the Holy Spirit to guide and

lead them, they reflect the
Light of God.  Just think
about it, the moon is lovely
on a clear night only because
it reflects the light of the
sun. It has no qualities by it-
self to reflect its beauty.
Without the sun shining onto
its surface, people would
never see the moon.  It
would simply be a dark ob-
ject in the sky.  Even a dia-
mond is designed to reflect
the light to reveal its true
value.  The cut of a diamond
determines its brilliance.
There is no single measure-
ment of a diamond that de-
fines its cut, but rather a col-
lection of measurements and
observations that determine
the relationship between a
diamond's light perform-
ance, dimensions and finish.

Jesus came to bring the
light of His love and grace to
each of us. However, we are
born into a world dulled by
the sin created by Adam and
Eve that makes our lives
dark until we meet Jesus. 

And when Christians
allow Jesus’ light to live in
them His light will live

amidst darkness in them.
When people invite Jesus
Christ to live in their heart it
is as though a light is shin-
ing upon their life in order to
reflect the glory of God's
Son through them.  Jesus
calls Christians to be a ves-

sel to reflect the brilliant
light of His love to others.
The testing containers, hard
trials, special gifts and the
Holy Spirit were sent to help
them with their purpose by
bring out their finest quali-
ties.
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The Purpose of Crucibles (Testing Containers)

Sister Sophia Gyles enjoying Hallelujah Night at
church and acting in skits from the “Life” Production,
by Deaconess Donna Murray

(Jobs Too!)

Sunday Service………………..10 AM
Sunday School ………………...8:30 AM
Awana (Wednesday) ……….7:00 PM
Bible Study (Wednesday)...7:00 PM

Saturday morning Radio Ministry at 11am on 1040AM 

and 102.5FM 

21 Prestige Circle| Allen, Texas 75002
214.383.9993

www.rockbridgechurch.com

Sunday Service………………..10 AM
Sunday School ………………...8:30 AM
Awana (Wednesday) ……….7:00 PM
Bible Study (Wednesday)...7:00 PM

Saturday morning Radio Ministry at 11am on 1040AM 

and 102.5FM 

21 Prestige Circle| Allen, Texas 75002
214.383.9993

www.rockbridgechurch.com

21 Prestige Circle Allen, Texas 75002 ~ 214.383.9993
www.rockbridgechurch.com

Lead Pastor
Timothy Jones



By Donald Willis

On Saturday nights the
same old agenda of movie,
dinner and home by the
10:00 pm newscast be-
comes boring from time to
time. Restaurants and bars
packed to capacity and the
movie theaters swamped
with teenagers are the usual
choices.

Yes, there are other

forms of entertainment in
the Dallas/Forth Worth area

beside dinner, movie
and clubs. However, I
found something that
was remarkably inex-
pensive and entertain-
ing. I had the opportu-
nity to   attend my
first rodeo on Satur-
day at the Mesquite
Rodeo Complex, lo-
cated in Mesquite,
Texas.

The rodeo
was the 11th
Annual Cow-
boy of Color
Invitational
Rodeo, which
is the brain-
child of Cleo

Hearn, “Mr. Black
Rodeo” the first
African-American
to go to college on
a rodeo scholarship
in 1959, and is the
promoter for the
Cowboy of Color
Rodeo tour that
travels all over the
United States.

The taste
of barbeque,
fried fish, na-
chos and a one
pound ham-
burger is to die
for while the
a n n o u n c e r
Kevin Wood-
son kept the
crowd enter-
tains as the
sounds of Al
Green blast on

from huge speakers. The
women are dress in their
chic cowboy boots, tight
jeans and hats that can be
worn year round while men
resembles  John Travolta

from the  movie Urban
Cowboy.

I recommended this en-
tertainment for those look-
ing for fun and enjoyment.
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7:30 AM • 9:30 AM • 11:30 AM

Bible Way Community Baptist Church

Dr. Timothy J. Wilbert, Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sunday Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Wed Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Daily Radio broadcast: KGGR 1040  & 102.5 FM
10:00  A.M. - 10:25 A.M.

www.bwcbc.com

4215 N. Greenview Dr.  • Irving, TX  75062
972-257-3766

The place where Jesus Christ is Lord
and the Word of God Transforms lives

9:35 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
7:00  P.M.

Avenue F Church of Christ
1026 Avenue F • Plano, TX  75074

972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchrist.org

Ramon Hodridge, Minister

Early Sunday Morning ...................8:00 am
Sunday Bible Class .........................9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship............10:45 am
Evening Worship ...........................3:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Class ..................7:00 pm

Radio Program @ 7:30 am on
KHVN 970 AM Sunday Mornings

Cowboy of Color Rodeo
A night of fun, food and fashion

Bull Riding
First place- Denell Tipton
Second place-Derek Kennedy

Tie Down Roping
First place- Walt White
Second place- Steve Reagor

Steer Wrestling
First place- Jake Chaney
Second place-Daniel Adams

Co-ed Ribbon Roping
First place-Kenneth Solomon 
Second place- Steven Robinson

Pony Express Relay Race
First place- The East Siders
Second place –The Soldiers
Boys

Ladies Barrel Race
First place- Nyderay Fulbright
(12 years old)
Second place- Rylee Sugg 
(11 years old)

List of winners from the Cowboys of Color
Rodeo on October 29, 2011

Rodeo Event Winners


