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People In
The News

Rep. Juanita Millender-

McDonald, D-Calif., died early

Sunday of cancer, an aide said.

Millender-McDonald, who was

68, died at her home in Carson,

California.

She was in her seventh term
representing  a  heavily
Democratic Southern

o California district that includes

Compton, Long Beach and

parts of Los Angeles.

President George Bush
called her "a dedicated public
servant who tirelessly and honorably served her country
for many years." Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger said she
was "a pioneer who will continue to serve as an inspiration
for Californians and all Americans."

This year Millender-McDonald became chair of the
Committee on House Administration, which oversees
operations of the House and federal election procedures.

The a native of Ala,,
worked on former Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley's
unsuccessful 1982 gubernatorial campaign before getting

elected to the Carson City Council in 1990.

She went on to serve in the California state Assembly,
and in 1996 sought a U.S. House seat during a special
election.

Under California election procedures, Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger has 14 days to set a date for a special
election to fill the seat.

‘The DART Board of Directors
has named Hyattye O. Simmons
General Counsel. In his 19 years
as an Assistant General Counsel -
and most recently as Interim
General Counsel of the transit
agency — Simmons has been
involved in a wide variety of legal
matters with an emphasis on
defense of litigation against
DART.

Before joining DART in 1988,
Simmons was a Dallas Assistant
City Attorney and served as
General Counsel to the Texas
Secretary of State. He was a member of the 2001 State of
Texas Task Force on the Texas Uniform Electronic
Transactions Act (UETA) and is a member of the North
Texas Crime Commission.

He is a graduate of Lamar University in Beaumont and
‘The University of Texas School of Law.

‘The mission of Dallas Area Rapid Transit is to build, estab-
lish and operate a safe, efficient and effective transportation
system that, within the DART Service Area, provides mobili-
ty, improves the quality of life, and stimulates economic devel-
opment through the implementation of the DART Service
Plan as adopted by the voters on August 13, 1983,

Cynthia Tucker, editorial

page editor of the Atlanta

Journal-Constitution and syn-

dicated columnist, was awarded

the Pulitzer Prize for commen-

tary Monday afternoon.

Tucker was cited for a sub-

mission of 10 columns, including those critical of former

Rep. Cynthia McKinney, D-Ga., and former Atlanta may-
ors Andrew Young and Bill Campbell.

“Their titles: "US Leaders, racial epithets better unsaid";
"Reserved but never reticent - She spoke out to honor
MLK, fight bigotry"; "Poor little big man's pity party - No
reason to feel sorry for Campbell”; "Voting is a right that
has GOP running scared"; "Voting Rights Act protection
not outdated"; "Living proof of immigration's marvelous-

", "Voters can see through McKinney"; "Voter ID

ness";
law's ugliness can't be disguised”; "This is a big deal? Sure
shouldn't be'; and "Stercotypes fester - thanks even to
Young."

The Pulitzer judges said Tucker won "for her coura-
seous, clear-headed columns that evince a strong sense of
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Urban League: Problems Facing Black
Men Are Nation's Worst Social Crisis

By David Crary - AP
Citing bleak data on i ion, jot

potential is the most serious
economic and civil rights chal-
lenge we face today," said Urban
League President Marc H.
Morial. “Ensuring their future
is critical, not just for the
African-American community,
but for the prosperity, health
and well-being of the entire
American family."

According to the report,

and AIDS, the National Urban League said
Monday that problems facing black men repre-
sent America's most serious social crisis and pro-
posed an aggressive campaign to provide them
with more opportunities.

The 97-year-old black empowerment organi-
zation, in its annual State of Black America
report, called for universal early-childhood edu-
cation, more second-chance programs for school
dropouts and ex-offenders, and expanded use of
all-male schools emphasizing mentoring and
longer class hours.

“Empowering black men to reach their full

African-A ican men are
more than twice as likely to be
unemployed as white males
while earning 74 percent as
much per year. They are nearly
seven times more likely to be
incarcerated, with average jail
sentences about 10 months
longer than those of white men,
the report said.

In addition, it said, black
males between 15 and 34 are
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Award Winning African American Children’s
Book Authors And Illustrators Come To Dallas

The 12th Dallas Children’s Book Fair, which
will be held on Saturday, May 5, 2007 from
10:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m. at the J. Erik Jonsson
Central Library, Dallas Public Library, will fea-
ture illustrator R. Gregory Christie and author
Carole Boston Weatherford. Christie is a three
time recipient of the Coretta Scott King Award
honor for his illustration of his first book, The
Palm of My Heart: Poetry by African American
Children. In 2006 for Brothers in Hope; The
Story of the Lost boys of Sudan, and a second
time for his illustration of Only Passing
Through: The Story of Sojourner Truth and
Carole Boston Weatherford’s book , Moses:
When Harriet Tubman Led Her People to
Freedom, which was illustrated by Kadir
Nelson received the Caldecott Medal Honor.

Weatherford was nominated for the NAACP
Image Award. Other books by Christie include:
The Champ, Yesterday I had the Blues,
DeShawn Days, and Love to Langston.

|
Author Carole Boston Weatherford
Weatherford has authored over
two dozen children’s books
which include: Juneteenth
Jamboree, The Sound that Jazz
Makes, Remember the Bridge:
Poems of a People, Jazz Baby, A
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Texas Senate Approves
TAKS Test Phase-Out

The state’s high-stakes standardized exit exam
would be history for high schoolers under a bill the
Texas Senate unanimously approved Thursday.

The legislation would replace the Texas

of Knowledge and Skills with exams

‘morality and of the
Last year, Tucker was named Journalist of the Year by
the National Association of Black Journalists.
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in four core subjects for students in grades 9 to 11.
“Younger students would still have to take the stan-
dardized exam.

The high-stakes nature of the TAKS has been
lambasted by teachers and parents, who argue that
too much classroom time is spent on preparing
students for the test. Students take the exit-level
test as juniors and must pass to graduate.

“My preference is always for increased local
control,” said Waxahachie ISD board president
Dr. Joe Langley. “I think that the campuses and
the teachers need to have discretion beyond stan-
dardized tests on when a child is ready to move on
to the next grade or graduate.”

Langley said he recognizes the validity of stan-
dardized testing as a way to measure student
achievement but notes that TAKS, while effective

as an achievement test, has come
to mean “much more than that.”

“I hope this is a step it is the
right direction,” Langley said. “I
think the TAKS test has gotten
out of control. I feel like the pres-
sure that it puts on kids and using
it as the sole measure of student
performance looks over so many
other areas.”

The proposal would be phased
in over several years, starting with
students who are in ninth grade
in 2009-10. It now goes to the
House, where the public educa-
tion committee approved a simi-
lar bill on Tuesday.

“I am relieved that the state of
Texas is moving away from the
current TAKS testing,” said Kim
Kriegel, history teacher at
‘Waxahachie High School. Kriegel
also serves as the local chapter
president and a regional director
for ATPE.

“T just wish it were happening
sooner. Hopefully, the new end-
of-course test will provide a better
evaluation of our students’ capa-
bilities,” she said.

“For a long time, we've all

TAKS Phase-Out Page 3

Jury Awards $9 Million
In Linden Beating Case

An East Texas jury has award-
ed $9 million to a mentally dis-
abled black man who was taunt-
ed, beaten and dumped in a field
by four white men in
Linden, Texas.

Billy Ray Johnson, 46, remains
in a nursing home after suffering
permanent and severe brain
injuries in the 2003 beating. The
men accused of assaulting him
were fined and sentenced to pro-
bation and jail time, but none
served more than 60 days

behind bars.
But in a four-day civil trial
that ended Friday, jurors found

James Cory Hicks and
Christopher ~ Colt  Amox
responsible  for  Johnson's

injuries.

The jury of 11 whites and
one black member deliberated
less than four hours before
returning a unanimous verdict
at the Cass County District
Court, according to attorneys
for the Southern Poverty Law
Center, which brought the law-
suit on behalf of Johnson.

"The jury told all of Texas
and, indeed, the entire country,
that Billy Ray is a human being
who deserves to be treated with
dignity _ that the life of each of
us, rich or poor, black or white,
abled or disabled, is truly pre-
cious," said Morris Dees,
founder and chief trial attorney
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A New Era Of Black

Political

Barack Obama campaigns for
president and Massachusetts
Governor Deval Patrick.

Barack and Patrick share
political experiences, lan-
guages, success.

AP

Early in Deval Patrick's run
for governor, when few
Massachusetts voters had heard
of the maverick candidate with

Leaders

the odd first name, U.S.
Sen.  Barack  Obama
stopped by Cambridge for
a class reunion at Harvard
Law School.

Obama extolled the
virtues of Patrick, a fellow
Harvard Law School alum
who, like Obama, faced
better known and better
financed opponents.

"He recognized that
there was something very
special about Deval and
there were similarities in
their experience," said
Cassandra  Butts, an
Obama classmate who
attended the reunion. "He
wanted to give Deval the
chances that he didn't have
early on in his Senate race."

As Obama campaigns for
president and Patrick works to
shake off a rocky start as gover-
nor, observers are seeing in the
Black Leaders Page 8

32nd Annual Plano Police
Department Awards Banquet

The 32nd Annual Plano
Police Department Awards
Banquet was held on Friday,
April 13, 2007 at Reflections
on Spring Creek. This banquet
is to honor all Department per-
sonnel and give special recog-
nition to those receiving
awards for their “above and
beyond” contributions in 2006.

Officer Keith Sholes was rec-
ognized as the Medal of Valor
Award winner. On November
8, 2006, Officer Keith Sholes
was working an extra-duty,
part-time assignment at the
Metro Bank at 3911 West Park.
Officer Sholes observed two
suspicious males about to enter
the bank. As the first of the
two subjects entered the front
door and pointed a weapon at a
bank employee, Officer Sholes

Officer Keith Sholes

was already reacting to the
incident. Officer Sholes
immediately engaged the sus-
pect in gun fire and then con-
tinued to pursue the subjects,

Plano Police Awards Page 6
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A night of fashion, food and
fast cars benefited The Suicide
and Crisis Center as Park Place
Porsche was recently the hot
spot for fashion, food and fast
cars

More than 300 guests eyed
the redesigned 2008 Porsche
Cayenne, dined on delicacies

George Carrancho & Sean Franklin.

Savor Dallas 2007 Enjoys Record Attendance In Thlrd Year

Savor Dallas 2007 brought
many of the world’s leading
experts in wine, spirits and food
to North Texas to inform fans on

GCommunity Spotligh

Park Place Porsche Hosts Fresh Faces Of Fashion

from Pei Wei, and met the Fresh
Faces of Fashion® from "Modern
Luxury Dallas" magazine.

KLTY-FM radio personality
Starlene Stringer served as emcee
for the event.

Confetti cannons exploded as a
kabuki drape slid away to reveal
the new Porsche Cayenne and the

Fresh Faces of Fashion, incl

Dallas"

Sheila Bryant, Amy Carreker, Jess
Chiles, Michelle Claassen, Abi
Ferrin, Abby Gregory,

Marisa Huckin, Jessica Olsson,
Amy Ryan, Capera Ryan, Paige
Slates and Christen Wilson. The
ladies were all featured in the
March issue of "Modern Luxury

Fresh Faces Sheila Bryant, Christen Wilson

the best flavors of the year. And
the international experience’s fan
base continues to grow, as this
year’s attendance numbers show.

and Jessica Olsson.

Jennifer Guyot & Tracey Wallace.

Savor Dallas 2007 included
such highlights as a beautiful
spring evening where hundreds
strolled in Victory Plaza and the
Arts District and enjoyed premier
wines and light hors d’oeuvres; a
high-energy celebration honoring
Lone Star recipients; an inspiring
series of seminars hosted by
celebrity chefs, vintners and
mixologists; an historic presenta-
tion of “Babette’s Feast” in high-
definition at Victory Park; and an
International Grand Tasting that
showcased North Texas™ premier
culinary talent. Savor Dallas 2007
had all the elements to attract
4,000 guests to all the events -
more guests than Savor Dallas
entertained in its first two years.

fashions by Stanley Korshak.

"Our Fresh Faces of Fashion
were chosen from reader submis-
sions based on poise, presence
and a distinct fashion style all their
own, explained Terri Provencal,
Group Publisher of Modern
Luxury Dallas.

‘Whether in jeans or ball gowns,
these ladies know how to put
clothing together. No matter the
occasion, their style shines. Park
Place Porsche General Manager
Mike Marsh presented a $10,000
check to Margie Wright,

Executive Director of The Suicide
and Crisis Center. The 24-hour
telephone hotline provides anony-

Margie Wright, executive director of

The Suicide and Crisis Center,
accepts a $10,000 check from
Mike Marsh, general manager,

Park Place Porsche.

CBS 11 Reporter Robbie Owens
and her husband, WFAA-TV
Channel 8 Weatherman Greg Fields.

mous counsel-
ing for persons
in crisis, includ-
ing those con-
templating sui- f
cide, and their
friends and
families.
Hotline num-

bers are: 214-
828-1000 or
toll-free 1-866- P ——— .
v lace Porsche sales associate
672-5100. ‘Mike Moseley with Tre_C.
More info is
available at www.sccenter.org. including Mercedes-Benz,
Celebrating its 20th Porsche, Lexus, Volvo, Rolls-
Anniversary, Park  Place Royce, Bentey and Maserati.

More information is available at
‘www.parkpl:

Dealerships represents luxury
Worth

brands in Dallas/Fort

Stephene Dunbar & Sheila Bryant.

Starlene Stringer & Carolyn Alvey.

$69* DIVORCE

Criminal Defense

* DWI / Suspended License
* WARRANTS Removed*

* 24 Hour Jail Release”

* Divorce / Annulment

« Child Support / Paternity
« Custody Modification

« Restraining Order

* Occupational license, felonies « Protective Order
* Name Change / Adoption
* Domestic Violence

* Protective Order

* Misdeamenor/Felonies”

Open On Weekends Easy Payment Plans

Law Offices Of Vincent Ndukwe

214-638-5930

817-277-0196 (Metro)

2730 N. Stemmons Frwy, Suite 409 ¢ Dallas, TX 75207

Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization
¥1f you qualiy. *Fees quoted above are minimum down payment needed to begin processing your case.
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DIve lived in Dallas since
1989. Not Plano, not
Richardson, Duncanville or
Cedar Hill, but Dallas. And
in nearly 18 years of intently
observing Dallas politics in
action I can tell you one
thing for certain: politics in
Dallas can be strange. From
school board trustee to city
councilmember to Dallas
Mayor elections and politi-
cians in this town have
ranged from the ridiculous to
the bizarre. I am a political
junkie, (I know, its weird, but
that’s my cross to bear), and I
was really looking forward to
all the fur that was going to
fly in this year’s Dallas
mayor’s race. I anticipated
the group, which I have clev-
erly dubbed the “Dallas 11
to put on a show displaying
all manner of hi-jinks, back-
stabbing and good ‘ol Texas
mudslinging. With 11 people
running to be mayor of
Dallas, how can there not be
some fireworks?

I have been extremely dis-
appointed.

The Dallas 11 has been
about as colorful as big bowl
of mashed potatoes. No hi-
jinks, no backstabbing, no
mudslinging. We haven’t even
seen witty insults. Instead,
every candidate is on an all-
out death march to make
sure they distinguish them-
selves in one specific way-
they are not Laura Miller.

In a race that features a
wealthy front-runner that has
never held an elected posi-
tion (Tom Leppert), a city
councilman with serious IRS
problems and under investi-
gation by the FBI (Don Hill),
an openly gay candidate (Ed
Oakley), and a homeless
transgender candidate
(Jennifer Gale), would expect
that someone would be talk-
ing about anything other

Heard Any Original
Thoughts Lately?

than how the city needs eco-
nomic development. Side
note: you can definitely expect
an entire column in this space
devoted to Jennifer Gale
between now and the May
12th election.

In short, these mayoral can-
didates have differentiated
themselves about as much as
the five kids that ran for stu-
dent body president when you
were in the 8th grade. Which
means no differentiation at all.
In every political forum,
sound bite and commercial
the gang of 11 take the same
position on the same issues
while all saying the same
things. They have become
interchangeable, homogenous,
none of them presenting a
clear message or vision for
Dallas.

These are the Stepford can-
didates, 11 cookie cutter ver-
sions of the same thing. Each
of them are being so careful
not to offend anyone in an
effort to make it to the
inevitable runoff election, that
none of them have brought an
original point of view to the
table on any issue.

Dallas City Council mem-
ber Mitchell Rasansky recent-
ly summed up the mayor’s
race far better than I could
ever hope to describe it.

“This morning I saw five
ducks cross a road where I live,
and I thought to myself, “That
reminds me of the mayor’s
race;  Rasansky  recently
quipped. “Everyone is doing
the same damn thing. I can’t
tell one duck from another.”

None of these candidates
have offended anyone and
none of them have done or
said anything notable either.
Each candidate has come out
publicly against crime (oh
my!), for creating a more busi-
ness friendly environment
(really?), pro economic devel-
opment of the city’s southern
sector (what an idea!), and

anti-Farmer’s Branch type
immigration ordinances
(imagine that). The Dallas 11
has shown themselves to be
very adept at telling us what
we already know. Personally,
I’'m still looking for the one
candidate that says: “I've got a
well-thought out, completely
different approach to this par-
ticular issue and this is why
you should vote for me over
the other guys”.

This is all incredibly interest-
ing when you realize that
mayor of Dallas is nothing
more than a figurative leader at
best. Unlike every other major
city in the country, the city of
Dallas still operates under a
strong City Manager form of
government. The City Manager
creates and presents the budg-
et, is responsible for hiring and
firing for police and fire chief,
and wields all the real power.
The mayor is a token leader,
who makes a lot of public
appearances, but essentially, is
just one of 15 council mem-
bers. All the mayor of Dallas
really has is influence.

I recently went to a black
press luncheon held by the
front-running Stepford candi-
date, Tom Leppert. Mr.
Leppert was a nice enough
guy, he said all the right
things, he was attentive and I
think he sincerely tried to
answer my questions. He came
off like every other generic
CEO TI've ever held a conver-
sation with. My problem with
him was, over the course of
one hour, he didn’t say a sin-
gle thing that inspired me. He
brought nothing unique to the
table. I've seen a lot in Dallas
politics and one of the con-
stants has been the uniqueness
in the personalities of those
who have served. I think its
time for the mayor of this city
to inspire as well as serve.

Paul Hailey can be reached at
phailey@MonTheGazette.com
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Gays And The Black Church

By: Earl Ofari Hutchinson,

The  Reverend  Dennis
Meredith’s mouth had to drop
when his head deacon brusque-
ly accused him of turning the
church into a “sissy church” and
left in a huff. Reverend
Meredith had committed the
unpardonable sin to the deacon
and as it turned out hundreds of
other black members at the pre-
dominantly black Tabernacle
Baptist Church in Atlanta of
embracing and welcoming gay
members. The deacon and the
other members that fled the
church in protest over gays are
not a hateful, intolerant aberra-
tion. There are reports from
other black churches of mem-
bers marching out in indigna-
tion when their minister preach-
es a message of tolerance
toward gays.

The first big warning sign that
the issue would inflame, polar-
ize, and even energize blacks
within and without the black
pulpit came in 1997 when the
Green Bay Packers perennial
all-pro defensive end Reggie
White, an ordained minister,
touched off a firestorm of
protest from gay groups with a
rambling, hour- long talk to the
Wisconsin legislature in which
he took a huge swipe at gay
rights and gay marriage. He
later barnstormed through sev-
eral Mid-Western cities pushing
the anti-gay gospel at pro-fami-
ly rallies.

Before his untimely death in
2005, White apologized for his
anti-gay remarks, but he was
unrepentant in his view about
homosexuality. He was a con-
servative black minister and
homosexuality still violated his
biblical conception of the prop-
er roles for men and women. In
defying the canons of political
correctness, White became the
first celebrity black evangelical
to say publicly what many black
religious leaders said and
believed privately. Few blacks
joined in the loud chorus that
condemned his remarks.

A year before White’s out-
burst, a Pew Poll measured
black attitudes toward gay mar-
riage and found that blacks by
an  overwhelming  margin

opposed it. A CNN poll eight
years later showed that anti-gay
attitudes among blacks had not
changed much since then. At a
tightly packed press conference
in  October 2003, five of
Michigan’s top black prelates
publicly called on the state leg-
islature to amend the state con-
stitution to define marriage as
between a man and a woman.
The ballot measure passed in
November, and more than fifty
percent of blacks backed it.

The same year the conserva-
tive Virginia based Alliance for
Marriage corralled a handful of
top black preachers to plop their
name on the Alliance’s letter-
head and tout the Alliance’s
anti-gay rights agenda. The
Alliance’s biggest catch has
been Walter Fauntroy. His civil
rights and Democratic Party
credentials were impeccable. He
had marched and gone to jail
with Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. and was a founder of the
Congressional Black Caucus.
He not only endorsed the
group’s drive for a constitution-
al amendment outlawing gay
marriage, he was a leading
Alliance  board  member,
Fauntroy fumed at any talk that
he was a stooge of the
Republicans, that he was a turn-
coat Democrat, and a Bible
spouting homophobe, or that he
had shamefully betrayed the
egalitarian message of Dr. King.
“Only fools are going to be
diverted to voting for a
Republican on the question of
gay marriage, and we’re not
fools.”

Yet even a fool might see that
it mattered little whether
Fauntroy personally abandoned
the Democratic Party, or even
encouraged other blacks to do
that. His name on the masthead
of the group that was a stalking
horse in the conservative family
values war was a coup for the
GOP. That also sent a shiver
through the ranks of its
implacable foe, the NAACP. A
foe that is, on all issues involving
race, politics, and social justice.
But gay rights was another mat-
ter.

At the group’s convention in
July 2004, there was some talk

of taking a delegate vote to put
the organization firmly on
record backing gay rights. It
didn’t get far. Reverend Julius
Caesar Hope, the head of the
NAACP’s religious affairs
department, warned that a res-
olution to back gay marriage
“would make some serious
problems. I would think the
membership would be over-
whelmingly against it, based
on our tradition in the black
community.”

Seven months before the
November 2004 presidential
election, a legion of black
churchmen staged a rally on
Capitol Hill, “We believed that
we are faced with a challenge,”
Bishop Paul Morton thun-
dered to the crowd, “God ver-
sus same-sex marriage and we
will not compromise in that
area.” A day later an AME
convention forbade its minis-
ters from performing same-sex
marriages.

Gay rights, and especially
gay marriage, advocates had a
big uphill battle to convince
blacks that tolerance didn’t
begin and end with race alone.
The Democrats and civil rights
groups had no real defense
against the anti-gay phobia
among black Christian groups
and blacks that weren’t of the
faith but still loathed gay mar-
riage.

Nonetheless, the Reverend
Meredith and the few black
ministers that preach a mes-
sage of tolerance even as their
church’s hemorrhage with
dwindling memberships and
collections should be applaud-
ed. That’s the true Christian
message; a message that many
Christians seem to have for-
gotten.

BlackNews.com columnist
Earl Ofari Hutchinson’s new
book, "The Latino Challenge
to Black America: Towards a
Conversation between
African-Americans and
Hispanics" (Middle Passage
Press) examines the hot button
issues and problems that con-
flict and unite blacks and
Latinos. The book will be pub-
lished jointly in English and
Spanish editions.

Virginia Tech Tragedy And Politics:
The American Way

By: Leroy Jones, Jr. - Political
Commentator & Columnist

Just think, one week ago Don
Imus and the question of
whether he would keep his job
was the story of the moment in
our country. It appeared that the
meaning of our American cul-
ture and society hinged on the
outcome of his job security. It
only took a few hours of
absolute violence, insanity and
mayhem in the Blue Ridge
Mountains of Virginia to change
the whole debate in this county,
and bring life into perspective.

The tragic occurrence at
Virginia Tech should remind all
of us how fragile life is. The
cable news networks that will
unfold this story in every con-
ceivable way possible are detail-
ing this violent and horrific story
around the clock. This terrible
tragedy will resonate across the
country, affecting both students
and parents alike. The politics of
this tragedy has already become
a part of the story as well, it is
another way Americans' mourn
and express their grief.

In the aftermath of this mas-
sacre, gun control has now
become an important issue in
Election 2008. This is a hot but-
ton issue that is divided into two
schools of thought. There are
those groups who are adamantly
against more restrictions on the
right to purchase weapons, while
the other group wants even
tougher restrictions. There will
be some who believe this inci-
dent could have been prevented
if students had been allowed to
carry weapons on campus. While
others believe that allowing stu-
dents to carry weapons on cam-
pus would have increased the
number of shootings and deaths
prior to this tragedy. The right
and need to vigorously debate
these very important issues is
the American way, and there will
be plenty of time to do that in
the future.

Clearly, this should be one of
those moments in our Nation’s
history where even those who
are on opposite sides of this
argument can step back, mourn
and reflect on this great tragedy.

When a catastrophe of this
magnitude occurs, some will
attempt to link all the ills of
our country into this one
event. We should not allow
ourselves to do that. Let’s not
forget that the massacre at
Virginia Tech is about those
who have died, those who sur-
vived, and the families and
friends who loved them. Once
all of the media glare dies
down, and it will; they will still
have to live with the fact that
their loved ones are gone.

So let’s hope that before all
the fingers are pointed, and
before the entire pop psychol-
ogy breakdown of the perpe-
trator and society, that we are
able to see this for what it is.
Not a political or societal
moment, but a very personal
moment of lost for the families
of the victims. They deserve
our respect. Our outrage and
sorrow ends once we turn off
the continuous cable news
coverage, but the pain and
grief for these families will last
forever.

TAKS Phase-Out Page 1

heard the public outcry, we've all
heard the frustration,” said Sen.
Florence Shapiro, a Plano
Republican who sponsored the
bill. “End of course assessments
will go a long way toward address-
ing many of these concerns.”

The end-of-course exams would
be given in English language arts,
math, science and social studies.
Each test would be worth 100
points and students would have to
earn 840 points — or 70 percent of
a possible 1,200 points — to grad-
uate. That means a student who
struggles with one subject could

make up points by excelling in
another.

Each test grade would also
count as 15 percent of the stu-
dent's course grade.

Students who perform well
on Advanced Placement,
International Baccalaureate, and
SAT subject tests could have
those scores counted toward the
end of course exam requirement.

"Teachers’ groups gave the bill a
cautious thumbs up, saying it is a
step in the right direction but does
not really change the state's
accountability system.

A handful of states, including

New York, Tennessee, North
Carolina and Maryland, already
use end-of-course exams in
place of high-stakes tests. End
exams can be used to fulfill the
No Child Left Behind require-
ment for testing if they are stan-
dardized.

In addition to eliminating the
exit exam, the legislation would
direct school districts to admin-
ister the PSAT to eighth and
10th graders every year at state
expense. Juniors and seniors
also would be able to take the
SAT or ACT once at state
expense.
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Managerial Rudeness - Bad Attitudes Can Demoralize Your Staff.

By: Chauntelle Folds

When Maurice Moragne
became vice president of sales
administration in 2004 at a
beauty care corporation in
New York City, he was ambi-
tious and enthusiastic. His fer-
vor, however, was dampened
by an executive who berated
staffers and picked on team
members when the company
fell short of financial goals.

Moragne and his team
worked with a rude manager.

Eventually the team stopped
identifying new opportunities
and contributed only 10% to
15% of their abilities. "Self-
drive dissipated to the point
where employees came in
almost as automatons, doing
only what they were told to
do," he says.

Common characteristics of a
boorish boss range from subtle
behaviors, such as not listening
or being unresponsive, to more
severe infractions, such as pub-
licly humiliating subordinates
or being arrogant or manipula-
tive. They may also lack self-
control, compassion, and
appreciation.

Trudy Bourgeois, president
and CEO of The Center for
‘Workforce 1 stresses

Civility: Development and
Validation of a Measurement, by
Robert Mitchell Crocker, finds
that managerial and supervisory

(4

incivility is linked to employees
feeling afraid, distressed, and
hostile.

After a year of feeling under-
appreciated, Moragne left the
company, as did many others.
"The company is now not func-
tional in achieving profit mar-
gins or its full potential in the
marketplace," he reports.

‘When managers fail to accept
responsibility for mistakes,
never offer encouragement, and
are routinely angry, they create
an unproductive culture that
leads to turnover, says Ella L. J.

that discourtesy is a major
cause of problems in the work-
place. The study, Employee
Perceptions of Managerial

Ed Bell, pro-
fessor of management at Tuck
School ~ of  Business at
Dartmouth College.

"People need to feel affirmed,

heard, supported, and respect-
ed,” Bell says. "If you are rude,
arrogant, and hostile, [employ-
ees] are not going to go the extra
mile. Why should they?" She
notes that it is easy for people to
slip into inconsiderate behavior
when they are overworked, fren-
zied, or tired, but warns (ha( bad
attitudes can be and

There are many ways to
ensure that you are not the rude
manager, or if you are, to
change your actions in order to
boost morale and establish an
environment conducive to pro-
ductivity.

Hold "Start, Stop, and
Continue" meetings. In round-
table discussions employees can

may eventually affect an entire
company.

give their manager honest feed-
back on behavior and initiatives

the manager should start, stop,
or continue, says Bourgeois. The
group can formulate norms for
how employees should interact
and conduct themselves.
Self-evaluate. Bourgeois sug-
gests asking yourself questions
such as "Why should I follow
you," to help you determine the
effectiveness of your leadership.
Deal with your issues. Bell
stresses the importance of man-

agers taking time to identify
the root of their problems,
which may not be work relat-
ed. Bourgeois says that dis-
courteous conduct, such as
acting superior or stealing
ideas, is often related to per-
sonal issues such as low confi-
dence. In these cases, a man-
ager may need professional
help to conquer his or her
incivility.
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JoHN BIGGINS*

BIGGINS Law FIRM
1720 S. EDMONDs LANE, SUITE 20, Box 4
LEWISVILLE, TX 75067
972-353-2626 [PHONE]
‘WWW.BIGGINSLAWFIRM.COM

Divorce, Custody, & Child Support Matters
Criminal Defense, Wills & Estate Planning

*SMU and Howard Law Graduate

PRIME BURIAL LOTS FOR SALE

One, two or three lots for sale at Restland
in North Dallas; located in the beautiful
and peaceful Serenity Gardens Section
(Southeast corner of Greenville Avenue &
Restland Road.) Market value $3450 each,
but selling price negotiable. View plots by
appointment only. Call 972-606-3878,
972-416-6109, or 469-235-5808.

Book Authors In Dallas Page 1
Negro League Scrapbook, Sink
or Swim: African-American
Lifesavers of the Outer Banks
,The Tar Baby on the Soapbox,
Freedom on the Menu: the
Greensboro Sit-Ins, and Jesse
Owens: Fastest Man Alive.
Christie and Weatherford
are the author and illustrator
of Dear Mr. Rosenwald.
Other notable  African
American authors who will
participate in the Book Fair
are Freddi Williams Evans
and Toni Simmons.
Admission to the reading and
book signing at the library is
free and open to the public.

The Authors’ & Illustrators’
Breakfast  will be held
Saturday, May 5 at 9:00 a.m. at
the J. Erik Jonsson Central
Library. Tickets are $15 and
$20. In addition to the authors
and illustrators, local champi-
ons of literacy will join the chil-
dren.

The 2007 Festival is expect-
ed to attract nearly 2,000 chil-
dren. At the last Festival more
than 1,500 children, parents
and educators attended the
reading and book signing held
at the Central Library.

For more information, call
Daphne Stephenson at 214-
565-9026, ext. 311.

Urban League Page 1
nine times more likely to be
killed by firearms and nearly
eight times as likely to suffer
from AIDS.

"I could rattle off the names
of African-American men who
have overcome the odds and
have risen to national promi-
nence," Morial said. " But for all
the Barack Obamas, Tony
Dungys and Colin Powells out
there ... there are many more
black men who face very limited
opportunities and diminished
expectations.”

“'It's not enough to have role
models to give them hope," he
added. ""We need a public com-
mitment in the form of concrete
policy strategies to help lift them
out of their state of under-
achievement and put them on
equal footing with white men in
this nation."

Obama, the Illinois senator
who is a top contender for the
Democratic presidential nomi-
nation, wrote the report's fore-
word.

""The crisis of the black male
is our crisis," he wrote. "It is in
our shared interest and in the
interest of every American to
stop ignoring these challenges
and start finding the solutions
that will work."

On several key measure-
ments, the report found greater
disparities between black and
white men than between black
and white women.

For example, it said unem-
ployment for black men was 9.5
percent, compared to 4 percent
for white men, while the jobless
rate for black women was 8.5
percent, compared to 4.1 per-
cent for white women.

In terms of annual median
income, black men earned less
than 75 percent of what white
men did, $34,443 vs. $46,807.
Black women made 87 percent
of what white women made
even though they earned $5,000
less than black men _ $29,588 a
year.

‘The report did highlight a few
bright spots for blacks of both
genders, for example in the
improved readiness level of chil-
dren entering elementary school.

However, the report cited a
widening gap after elementary
school as blacks begin to fall
behind on standardized tests. In
fourth grade, the report said,
blacks perform at a level of 87
percent of whites; by the time
they reach 12th grade, their
scores are at 74 percent of whites.

By high school, blacks are more
likely to drop out _ 15 percent
compared to 12 percent for
whites. For black males, the per-
centage rises to 18 percent com-
pared to 14 percent of white
males, the report said.

In an essay accompanying the
report, University of California,
Berkeley, lecturer Christopher
Knaus said the rising emphasis
on standardized testing would
not yield major improvements as
long as heavily minority schools
had the least experienced teach-
ers and highest faculty turnover.

“The curricula in most public
schools also fails to adequately
engage black students,” Knaus
wrote. "'Disinterested students
who are labeled as problems or
disruptive often become the vic-
tims of ‘zero tolerance’ policies.
...contributing to the school-to-
prison pipeline, especially among
black males."

‘The report suggested that all-
male schools with a strong
emphasis on mentoring could
help keep black boys *'focused on
their education and away from
distractions that could lead them
down the wrong paths."

‘The Urban League also recom-
mended increased federal sup-
port for a summer jobs program
in cities nationwide, and stressed
that any overall progress will need
a boost from parents.

“"They must continually talk to
their children about how much
better off they will be by graduat-
ing from high school and col-
lege," it said.
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Education

Texas Southern University In A Fight With Governor For Independence And Accreditation

Texas Governor Rick Perry's
Call For Conservatorship At

Texas Southern University
Will  Result in  Major
Consequences That Could

Affect The Future of The
Nation's  Second  Largest
Historically Black College and
University

Students and alumni of
Texas Southern University, the
nation's second largest histori-
cally black college and univer-
sity (HBCU), is in an uphill
battle with Texas Governor
Rick Perry over his recent call
for conservatorship of the uni-
versity. Under the Governor's
proposed plan, the conservator
would be a single person gov-
erning the university on fiscal
and administrative affairs, ulti-
mately replacing the current
Board of Regents. The plan

could put the university's
accreditation in jeopardy.

The move by the Governor is
a result of financial mismanage-
ment of the university by for-
mer university president and
chief executive officer, who
were fired amidst allegations of
misappropriations of funds for
landscaping and furniture at the
former president's residence.
Soon after the firings, Governor
Perry sent an interim president
and interim chlef financial offi-

have agreed to recommend
conservatorship to the
Governor as the best option to
resolve the financial situation at
the University.

Despite the recommenda-
tions from his commissioned
blue-ribbon panel, who clearly
indicated in a report that, "con-
servatorship would severely
stigmatize the institution and
greatly damage its ability to
carry out its educational mis-
sion. It concluded that conser-

cer and d a blue-
ribbon advisory panel to study
the financial situation and make
recommendations on what
actions should be taken.
However, both the interim pres-
ident and interim chief financial
officer are individuals who are
not interested in the fate of
Texas Southern University and

atorship would damage stu-

dent recruitment and reten-
tion." This recommendation
has been totally ignored and the
Governor has decided to do the
exact opposite his commission's
recommendations. To date,
there is no significant evidence
that affirms the university was
eve in fiscal shamble.

Through a conservatorship,
Texas Southern University
could lose its accreditation, and
will be unable to administer

literally be crippled and face a
situation similar to that of
Morris Brown College.

The Governor has asked the

f——

Congresswoman Shelia Jackson Lee (D-Texas) 7 g

federal financial aid to its stu-
dent population. With roughly
83% of students enrolled at the
university receiving financial
assistance, the university would

board of regents to resign
and three has refused. As
long as the three board
members remain, the
governor cannot appoint
the conservator. No other
university in the state of
Texas or across the coun-
try has ever been placed
into a conservatorship.
Congresswoman  Shelia
Jackson Lee (D-Texas)
has called for a federal
intervention from the
Department  of
Education stating that, "I am
asking the U.S. Department of
Education to intervene in con-
nection with Governor Perry of
Texas' intent to place Texas

Southern University in con-
servatorship while at the same
time is continuing to operate
under an outstanding federal
civil rights violation. The
Department of Education's
policy as stated below requires
the Office of Civil Rights to
strictly scrutinize actions by
states that "impose undue
burdens on black students"
during the desegregation
process. The community
believes that the proposed
conservatorship is tantamount
to a closing in strict violation
of Title VI of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964."

Students and alumni will be
traveling to Austin, TX, to
rally and protest at the State
Capitol and Governor
Mansion on Friday, April 27,
2007.

Golf Tournament To Ralse Money For At Risk Teens- Inspirational Coach Honored

The 2nd Annual William
Toles/Jordan CDC Charity
Golf Tournament, presented
by PGA Tour Superstore
will be held on May 5, 2007
at 1:00 pm, at Buffalo Creek
Golf Club, 624 Country
Club in Heath, Texas.

For the second year, the
Jordan Community
Development Corporation
(JCDC), a non-profit com-
munity based organization,
hosts the 2nd Annual Coach
William Toles Charity Golf
Tournament. The Jordan
CDC believes in Coach
Toles’ commitment to help-

ing young people cross over
from dreams into reality by

giving students from low eco-
nomic households a fighting
chance to fulfill their poten-
tial through higher educa-
tion.

Golfers will tee off and par-
ticipate in several contests
including the long drives,
closest-to-the-pins, and hole-
in-one matches. The event
also includes a professionally
catered dinner by Johnny
Carino’s Country Italian
Restaurant and a scholarship
awards ceremony. All golfers
will walk away from the
Tournament with a one of a
kind gift bag and a $25.00

gift certificate to the PGA
Tour Superstore.

Money raised from the 2nd
Annual Coach William Toles
Golf Tournament will benefit
students from both Lincoln
and Madison High Schools.
This year’s goal is to raise
$10,000 for scholarships.
Last year, teenagers who sur-
vived Hurricane Katrina were
the first recipients from the
Toles Golf Classic.

Coach Toles was an inspira-
tion to high school, college
and professional Athletes.
His commitment to educa-
tion and athletes spanned 25

years in the Dallas Area.
Toles served as Principal at
James Madison High School
and Track Coach at Lincoln
High School. In fact, Coach
Toles’ 1970 Lincoln Track
team set the National Record
in the 440 Relay.

History: The Jordan
Community Development
Corporation (JCDC) is a
non-profit, 501(c) communi-
ty based organization. Our
mission is simple: to help the
members of our community
cross over from their dream
into their realities by helping
them help themselves. The

JCDC has programs that: 1)
give teenagers information
and skills to make healthy
choices in the area of sexual
abstinence, 2) promote
wealth building and raise
financial literacy, 3)
increase home ownership in
our community among all
income levels placing addi-
tional focus on the under-
served, and 4) provide col-
lege entrance scholarships.
An additional objective is to
encourage our constituents
to develop a desire to help
others by reinvesting in the
community they call home.

DCCCD, Langston University Agree To Smooth Transfers For Students

Officials with the Dallas
County Community College
District and Langston
University (Okla.) have signed
an agreement that enables
DCCCD students to finish their
associate’s degrees and then
transfer seamlessly to Langston
University to pursue their bach-
elor’s degrees giving them yet
another option to continue their
careers in higher education.
Langston is Oklahoma’s only
historically black university.

Representatives - including
Dr. Wright Lassiter, DCCCD’s
chancellor, and Dr. JoAnn
Haysbert, president of Langston
University - participated in a
signing ceremony on Wed., April
11, at 10 am. at DCCCD’s

Hundreds of Dallas County
Community College District
students will cross the stage
during commencement cere-
monies beginning April 29
and continuing through May.
Graduates from DCCCD's
seven individually accredited
colleges will hear a variety of
keynote speakers and receive
greetings delivered by mem-
bers of the district's board of
trustees. The schedule is list-
ed below.

El Centro College - Sun.,

downtown office. Officials from
both institutions also attended.

“DCCCD  welcomes another
new partner with us in higher
education so

that we can offer our students
more options for their education-
al and professional growth,” said
Lassiter. “We look forward to the
additional opportunities that this
agreement will provide.”

“We also welcome DCCCD
students to Langston’s family,
and we look forward to working
with them as they pursue their
bachelor’s degrees,” said
Haysbert.

Langston has three locations:
its main campus in the city of
Langston, plus upper-division
urban learning centers in Tulsa

and Oklahoma City. The institu-
tion was established in 1897 as a
land grant college named the
Colored Agricultural and Normal
University. The following year,
the school was opened in a
Presbyterian church with an ini-
tial budget of $5,000, led by its
first president, Dr. Inman E.
Page, the son of a former slave
who had purchased freedom for
himself and his family. Haysbert
became the institution’s 15th
president in 2005.

“The  purpose of  the
DCCCD/Langston  University
agreement is to enable the dis-
trict’s students to transfer to
Langston and carry with them the
credits they already have earned
for as much relevant study as pos-

sible,” said Gregory Williams,
DCCCD’s director of transfer
services/articulation and universi-
ty relations. “Courses taken at any

DCCCD college are consid-
ered equally transferable.”

All. DCCCD  associate’s
degrees - Associate in Arts,
Associate of Arts in Teaching;
Associate in Applied Sciences
and Associate in Sciences -
transfer to Langston as a block;
completed blocks are treated as a
whole, and the components are
not examined separately to
determine transferability.
DCCCD will not have to repeat
lower-division requirements at
LU, and DCCCD graduates
who have a minimum 2.0 grade
point average are guaranteed

Left (front) Dr. JoAnn Haysbert,
president of Langston
University, and Dr.Wright
Lassiter Jr., DCCCD chancellor.

DCCD Graduation Ceremonies In April And May

April 29, 2007, at Southern
Methodist University, Moody
Coliseum, 3 p.m.

DCCCD Trustee Martha
Sanchez Metzger will bring
official greetings from the
board, and Dr. Ruth Shaw, El
Centro’s fourth president, will
deliver the commencement
address.

Richland College - Fri. and
Sat., May 4 and 5, 2007, lake-
side by Guadalupe Hall, 7:30
p.m. each evening

Jerry Prater, chairman, will

bring official greetings from
the DCCCD Board of
Trustees.

Brookhaven College - Thurs.,
May 10, 2007, at Loos Field
house on Spring Valley Road,
Farmers Branch, 7 p.m.

Trustee Bob Ferguson will
bring official greetings from
the board.

Cedar Valley College -
Thurs., May 10, 2007, on the
soccer field, southeast of the
gym, 7 p.m.

Trustee Kitty Boyle will

Memorial Services Announced For Civic Leader

“I committed my life to
the service of others.”

- Carol Ann Brandon

The Memorial Service for
City Official Carol Brandon will
be held at the Hall of State at
Fair Park. (The service was ini-
tally scheduled to be held at
Friendship-West Baptist
Church.) Ms. Brandon was a
long time Dallas public servant
and community activist.

Services will be held Friday,
April 27, 2007 from 6 p.m. to 8
p.m., at The Hall of State at Fair
Park, 3939 Grand Avenue
Dallas, Texas.

Ms. Brandon has been an
active part of the Dallas com-

munity for over 30 years. She
served as a Legal Assistant at the
Law Office of Scottie D. Allen,
Program Manager for ACORN
Housing ~ Corporation  and
Special Services Coordinator
and Executive Assistant to the
President/CEO  Joyce Ann
Brown of Mothers (Fathers) for
the Advancement of Social
Systems, Inc. Most recently she
served as Community Services
Assistant in the office of State
Representative Terri Hodge.
When her physical disability
required her to retire, Ms.
Brandon began serving the com-
munity as a volunteer.

Ms. Brandon touched the lives

of many and she was very con-
cerned about the quality of life
for the citizens of Dallas. As a
member of the City of Dallas
Park & Recreation Board (1992-
2002), she was very concerned
and worked to provide safe play-
grounds for children to play and
water parks in the community.
Ms. Brandon was also instru-
mental in working with NBA star
and Dallasite Larry Johnson in
building the Larry D. Johnson
Recreation Center on Dixon
Circle in South Dallas. As a
member of the City of Dallas
Planning & Zoning Commission
(2002-2006) she lead the charge
to rename Boulder Drive to

Pastor Bailey Drive, the restruc-
turing of the Dallas City Council
to 14-1 and most recently, the
community effort to close a sexu-
ally oriented business in Oak
CIiff.

Her efforts to help the poor
and disenfranchised took her
many directions. She was an
active force in the Black
Adoption Agency’s “One Child,
One Church” program, the
NAACP, the SCLC, the Martin
Luther King Jr. Center and

countless other community
organizations.
Ms. Brandon was an active

member of the steering commit-
tee for the Annual KwanzaaFest

bring official greetings from
the board; Dr. Wright Lassiter
Jr., DCCCD's chancellor, is
the keynote speaker.

Eastfield College - Thurs.,
May 10, 2007, at Mesquite
Convention ~ Center  and
Exhibit Hall, 1800 Rodeo
Drive, Mesquite, 7:30 p.m.

Trustee Charletta Compton
will bring official greetings
from board; President/CEO
Terry Loftis of Dallas-based
Verve Communications (and
also an Eastfield alumnus) is

admission to the university
under the new agreement.

Additionally, DCCCD grad-
uates who complete the dis-
trict’s 48-hour core curriculum
will see those credits transfer as
a block, which will satisfy the
lower-division general educa-
tion requirements at Langston.
The core curriculum will be
transferred from DCCCD and
accepted as a component of an
associate’s degree or a stand-
alone general education block
not affiliated with an associ-
ate’s degree.

The DCCCD/Langston
University agreement also
includes other stipulations; for
more information, contact
Williams at (214) 860-2185.

keynote speaker.

Mountain View College -
Thurs., May 10, 2007, at
Jesse Owens  Memorial
Complex, 9191 S. Polk
Street, Dallas, 7 p.m.

Trustee Sonny Williams
will bring official greetings
from the board.

North Lake College -
Thurs., May 10, 2007, at
North Lake College, 7 p.m.

Trustee Diana Flores will
bring official greetings from
the board.

Carol Ann Brandon

hosted by Dallas County
Commissioner John Wiley Price
at Fair Park.

Ms. Brandon received many
awards for her work in the Dallas
community and was a member of
Friendship-West Baptist Church
of Dallas.

Ms. Carol Ann Brandon was a
native of Dallas, Texas, born to
the parentage of the late Willie
Brandon and the late Francis
Louise Frias on April 10, 1957.
After graduation from South Oak
Cliff High School in 1975, she
continued her education by
attending Dallas County
Community College, and later
transferred to the University of

North Texas in Denton. Her
major ourse study was Business
Administration.

Carol Ann Brandon’s life was
dedicated to serving others.
She will be missed.

Flowers for Ms. Brandon can
be delivered to: Clark Manor
Funeral Home, 751 South R.
L. Thornton Freeway, Dallas
TX 75203, 214-942-7372.

For those elected officials,
community and social organi-
zations and individuals that
would like to present proclama-
tions, resolutions and/or make
remarks please call MASS Inc.
at 214-821-8810 by Thursday
at 5 p.m.

Plano Police Awards Page 1
one now suffering from multi-
ple gunshot wounds, as they
fled from the bank. Officer
Sholes again engaged them in
gun fire behind the bank. Both
subjects were quickly taken
into custody with the assis-
tance of other responding offi-
cers. Officer Sholes, because

of his observation skills, quick
actions, and desire to protect
the occupants of the bank and
the citizens of our city, put him-
self in danger without any hesi-
tation and at risk to his own
safety. These suspects had been
involved in additional bank rob-
beries, and had extensive crimi-
nal histories, including murder.

Other award winners includ-
ed:

Civilian of the Year Award —
Ms. Liu Yuan

Meritorious Service Award
(for being Civilian of the Year
Finalist) - Ms. Josel Theurer

Meritorious Service Award
(for being Civilian of the Year
Finalist) — Mr. Brandon Sailer
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Officer of the Year Award —
Detective Jeff Rich

Meritorious Service Award
(for being Officer of the Year
Finalist) - Ofc. Danny Bryeans

Meritorious Service Award
(for being Officer of the Year
Finalist) — Ofc. Sean White

Rookie of the Year Award —
Officer Byron Betler

Meritorious Service Award
(for being Rookie of the Year
Finalist) — Ofc. Paul Malcom

Supervisor of the Year Award —
Sergeant Terry Holway

Meritorious Service Award
(for being Supervisor of the Year
Finalist) - Ms. Charlotte
Holzmeister

Meritorious Service Award

(for being Supervisor of the
Year Finalist) — Sgt. Sandy
Tomeo

Civic Achievement Award —
Christmas Cops

(all members listed below)

Lifesaving Award — Officer
Allen Klark

Lifesaving Award — Officer
David Waddell

Visit Our Website At www.MONTheGazette.com



Jamie Foxx Brings One-Man Show To Nokla

Comedian and Academy
Award winner Jamie Foxx gets
back to his roots as he brings his
one man show to Grand
Prairie’s Nokia Theater on
Friday, April 27.

"The tour is absolutely amaz-
ing," he says. "I'm pioneering
this tour with 40 minutes of
comedy where I talk about the
elements of what's going on
with me now - how to handle
yourself when you win an Oscar
- and my fans want me to go
back to Wanda (In Living
Color'). Either way, I'm coming
back. It's like the old western
where the cowboy walks in the
saloon. Jamie still has it. He's
back."

Foxx capitalized on his Oscar
win by launching a 30-city
national tour for his hit album,
"Unpredictable". After appear-
ing in Hollywood blockbusters
ranging from "Collateral” t
"Ray," to the hugely successful
"Dreamgirls,” Foxx says he’s
ready get back to his roots of
performing in front of live audi-
ences. For Jamie Foxx, stand-

up comedy remains his purest
challenge-with or without an
Oscar.

"It doesn't mean anything that
you have an Oscar when you're
telling jokes," he says. "I do
stand-up all the time ... it's a
stand-up war when I go on stage.
Every comic, no matter how far
they have come with other tal-
ents, they want to top another
comic's act. We're all in this
friendly competition and we all
want to make people laugh."

His stage show is split into two
very distinct halves, with the first
half featuring a traditional stand-
up routine. Among the subjects
of his humor are Britney Spears,
Michael Richards, O.]. Simpson,
Prince and Oprah.

The second half of the show is
a high-energy concert featuring a
full band, backup singers and
skimpy-clothed dancers, per-
forming to Foxx's chart-topping
"Unpredictable" album as well as
selections from the late Ray
Charles.

With song titles such as "Three
Letter Word,” "DJ Play a Love

Song," "Warm Bed" and "Love
Changes," the album is definitely
a romantic throwback to R&B.
He channels Charles on the tour
and ends his concert as a bene-
diction, similar to one you may
find in church.

Jamie Foxx performs at Nokia
Theater, Grand Prairie on

Friday, April 27, at 8 p.m. To

purchase tickets, contact
Ticketmaster online at
‘Ticketmaster.com or by phone at
214-373-8000, metro 972-647-
5700.

Romeo Big Enough For College Ball

Like father, like son. Not to
disparage Romeo's
skills or anything.

The actor-rapper and son of
hip-hop mogul Master P said

dancing

UrbanDigital Records.

Romeo, whose real name is
Percy Romeo Miller and who
used to go by the moniker Lil'
Romeo, was an All-American
point guard for Beverly
Hills High School and,
at 6-foot-1, has designs
on playing in the NBA.

"T love basketball, I've
been doing that since I
was two years-old," the
former star of Romeo!
on Nickelodeon told
MTV Radio. "I've been
doing it since before the
music and acting...I try
to make it so T am able to

that's headed to the University
of Southern California this fall

to play basketball for the
Trojans, according to a rep for
Romeo's online label,

do all of them. If it gets to that
point, I won't give up acting or
rapping at all. I love it, my fans
love it. I'm gonna be dedicated to
them."

He said that he's hoping to
release his latest album, Gumbo
Station, later this year.

"Basketball has run in the fam-
ily," UrbanDigital spokesman
Dave Lindsay said, referring to
Master P who, despite his sorry
turn on Dancing with the Stars
last year, scored tryouts with two
NBA teams back in the 1990s.

USC refused to comment on
Romeo's status because the
school has not yet received a
signed letter of intent from the
prospective Trojan, who report-
edly is planning to major in busi-
ness administration.

Romeo's sophomore album
Game Time hit number one on
the U.S. R&B charts in 2002,
when the aspiring baller was 12
and barely measured 5-foot-6.

Ongoing

The Collin County
Chapter of the American
Business ‘Women’s
Association meets the fourth
Tuesday of the month at
Eldorado Country Club, 2604
Country Club Drive in
McKinney

Free Tenant Legal
Workshops are at 6 p.m.
Tuesdays  at  Douglass
‘Community Center, 1111 Ave.
H in Plano. Call 972-941-
T174.

Alpha Beta Chapter of
Beta Sigma Phi a social serv-
ice cultural sorority meets the
second Monday of each month
in members home in Frisco,
McKinney, and the Plano
area. Call 972-473-9089.

Assistance League of
Greater Collin  County
meets the third Wednesday of

from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. every
Thursday at two different locations.
For locations and more informa-
tion, call 214-928-9303.

The Frisco Housing Authority
is offering tenant-based rental assis-
tance to 22 eligible families and
individuals for rental housing in
Frisco. Call 972-377-3031 for
information.

Kumaasi African Ensemble
Dance Classes from 1:00 p.m. to
3:00 p.m. West African dance class-
es held every Saturday at the South
Dallas Cultural Center, 3400 S.
Fitzhugh Ave. For more info call S-
Ankh Rasa at 214-298-5858.

Late Night at the Dallas
Museum of Art. Join us on the
third Friday of each month at 1717
N. Harwood. $10 for adults, $7 for
senior citizens and $5 for students
with current school LD. 214-922-
1200, publicprograms

each month. Visit www.assis-
tanceleague-gec.org.

"EVOLVE," a social net-
working  opportunity  for
women, meets from 7:30 to 9
p.m. the second and fourth
‘Wednesdays of the month at
the northwest corner of Park
Boulevard and Coit Road,
Suite 202. Call 972-267-4452.

A free legal clinic is
offered for residents who meet
low-income guidelines, 6:00
p.m., second Thursday of each
month, First United
Methodist Church, 601 S.
Greenville Ave. Applicants
must be Collin County resi-
dents and income eligible.
Call 1-800-906-3045.

Free HIV Testing offered
by the LaSima Foundation

Sponsored By:

—
L —

t www. M

t.org.
Baptist University-
N H

dents and benefiting the Council of
PTA Scholarship Fund, 11:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m., Crowne Plaza Hotel,
7050 Stemmons Freeway, Dallas.
For ticket info call Ruby J. Scott-
214-  943-5098 or Pamela
Craddock 214-372-6061

African American Republican
Club will meet at the Collin
County Republican Headquarters
at 2520 Avenue K, Suite 280,
Plano, Texas. The doors will open at
6:30 p.m. and the meeting will
begin at 7:00 p.m. The information
on our speaker for the month is as
follows Ms. Suzanne Wills, Retired
CPA, The Drug Policy Forum of
Texas, How We Got into This Mess
and the Special Interest That Keep
us Here"

Collin County Black Chamber
of Commerce Monthly Evening
Mixer, Stephanic Ward Gallery,
920 E. 18th St. Plano, TX 75074,
214-473-4234, 6:30 p.m.- 8:30
p.m., Free. RSVP by April 24, 2007

Empowerment Luncheon Series
is from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. the first
Wednesday of the month at Dallas
Baptist University-North, 3211
Internet Blvd., Suite 100. For more
info, call 214-333-5777 or e-mail
dbunorth@dbu.edu.

The Yundrae Show taped live
every Tuesday @ The Historical
Rose Marine Theater,1440 N. Main
St. Fort Worth. Doors open at
7:00pm. Tickets are $10 pre-sale
online www.TheYundraeShow.com
,877-840-0457. Tickets are $20 at
the door.

April 26

DISD-Council of PTA 55th
Annual Life Membership &
Scholarship Luncheon,
Honoring life members,past presi-

/TheGazette.com

cbecsecretary(@; .com, spon-
sorship opportunities available call
blackwax 214-289-7840

Urban Ministries Prayer
Breakfast, Hilton Anatole Hotel
(Chantilly  Ballroom). 2201
Stemmons Fwy, 6:30 am  $500
(tables) $50
https://dnbweb]1.1 blackbaud com

April 27

Denton Arts & Jazz Festival

Great music, good food, beautiful
art and many activities are planned
for the whole family in Denton,
Texas, where FUN IS THE
THING and JAZZ IS KING! Civic
Center Park, 321 E McKinney St.
in Denton, 5 pm — 11 pm FREE.
940-565-0931

Creative Tyme Literary &
Visual Arts Ministry of Oak CIiff

Around The Town

Email Entertainment

News And Events to
. Th

DBDT II Spring Fiesta Is
First Rate Performance

By: A. Anjelica Harris,

Special Contributor

I thought I was in for an
evening of viewing artists with
“potential;” but I could not have
been more wrong...and I am so
glad that I was. DBDT II, the
second performing company of
Dallas Black Dance Theatre,
gave an energetic dance concert
that steadily built to a feel-good
finale.

Each piece ded your

tions had a driving pulse. It may
have been fueled by the bright
yellow costumes that screamed
high-energy.

A special treat was the per-
formance of Nepenthe by
Contemporary Ballet Dallas.
Although I had hoped to see
some dazzling pointe work, the
female trio showed technical
prowess even in soft shoes.
Andrea Toler's performance per-

a guest dancer on the program
performing Reflections by
Grambling State University
choreographer Dianne
Maroney-Grigsby; and he
made a cameo appearance in
It’s Magic. His clarity of move-
ment was as awe-inspiring as
what he did on that stage. He
danced to John Legend’s
“Ordinary People,” but his per-
formance was truly extraordi-

attention for its own reason. Of
the seven works in the show, four
were choreographed by DBDT
II Artistic Director and profes-
sional dancer with Dallas Black
Dance Theatre, Allyne D.
Gartrell.  Usually that means
that you are in for the same
dance to different music; but
Mr. Gartrell drew from a vast
pool of techniques and delivered
a fresh taste each time.

Love Songs, by another
DBDT dancer Nycole Ray,
almost made me wish for a com-
panion. The intricate series of
weight-transfers was executed to
near perfection; and the dancers
projected such longing for one
another, it made me wonder if
there was some back-story I had
missed.

I's Magic and It’s Going to
Be a Gladys Knight were both
up-tempo, sassy numbers; but
each had a distinct feel for their
celebration. The Gladys Knight
work was Dbeautifully lit by
Milton T. Tatum, Jr.; and the
dancers’ energy did not let up
from start to finish - even their
jazz walks and seamless transi-

sonality really shined through.

There are two gold star awards
for the night. First goes to To
Feel & Understand, a powerful
work overflowing with emotion
and technical mastery. Dancer
Katrina Higgins hit every fou-
ette turn and whipped out triple
pirouettes with great ease. Also
impressive was the great facility
of Stephanie Davis, with tilts,
properly places lines and
unmatched musicality. If the
show had ended then, I would
have been satisfied.

The second gold star goes to
Richard A. Freeman, Jr. He was

nary.

They may be the second
company, but their presenta-
tion was first class. I later
learned that they rehearse three
times a week, perform all over
the city and dance is not their
full-time job. I asked one of the
dancers, “Why do you all work
so hard?” She answered by
simply saying, “Because we
love it.” And I will continue to
view DBDT II..because I
loved it.

A. Anjelica Harris is a free-
lance writer based in the DFW
metroplex.

Coming Soon:
“The Birth Of An Independent Record Label”

Bible Fellowship presents open mic
night “Off the Page” from 7 p.m. to
10 p.m. in the choir room. For more
info, send e-mail to
creativetym(@yahoo.com.

Jamie Foxx Concert, Nokia
Live Theater, 1001 Next Stage Dr.
in Grand Prairie, 8 pm, 214-373-
8000

The Collin County Black
Chamber of Commerce hosts its
‘monthly general membership lunch
& networking meeting, 11 a.m.-
Ip.m. This on-going monthly
luncheon features various speakers
discussing topics such as; business
financing, government procure-
ment opportunities, business start
up, and much more. This month’s
speaker is Monica  Cornetti,
Business Counselor with the Collin
SBDC. Ralph & Kacoos 401
Central Expressway South Allen,
Texas 75013

Erykah Badu hosts the Dallas

Hotel, 1500 Convention Center
Drive, 7 p.m. 817-535-7810

The National Black MBA
Association of the Dallas Fort
Worth Chapter will host a career
planning  workshop at  the
University of Dallas in the Gorman
Lecture Center, 1845 E. Northgate
Drive, 9 am-6 pm. RSVP online at
www.dfwmbas.org. For more infor-
mation, call 214-853-4497.

Senior Achievement Award
Ceremony at Dallas City Hall
Plaza hosted by deputy Mayor Don
Hill And Cleo-Glenn Johnson of
Black United Funds of Texas. For
more info, call 214-650- 7065 or e-
mail bkm104@yahoo.com.

The Altrusa International
Foundation Inc and Southeast
Tarrant County Early Risers Club
will present Jazz With an Attitude at
the Wyndham Arlington Dallas Fort
Worth South, 1500 Convention
Center Drive, 7-9 pm. For more

Soul Music C: at the Black
Forest Theatre, 1920 Martin
Luther King Blvd. For more info,
visit www.neosoulcafe.com.
April 28, 2007

Black Academy of Arts and
Letters presents Zane, Spend an
carly Saturday morning dining with
one of America's most popular
urban authors , Zane, as she talks
about the ups and downs of writing,
publishing and making a living as a
writer. Dallas Convention Center
Theatre, 650 South Griffin Street in
Dallas, 10 a m - noon $15 for
Breakfast Bu

Arlington-Grand Prairie
Guide Right Foundation,Inc.
Grand Prairie Alumni Chapter of
Kappa Alpha Psi
Fraternity,Inc.,14th Annual
Metroplex Beautillion, Wyndam

, call 817-548-7363.

The Global Day Dallas Aware
Fest will present family day, music,
films, lectures, and African drum-
ming for the genocide in Darfur at
the Hall of State Fair, 3939 Grand
Ave. It is free-of-charge. For more
information, call 972-948-7498 or
send and e-mail to Rhonda@
darfurawareness.com.

G.H.A.P. (God Has A Plan)

rant Writing Seminar, 9 am- 4
pm at Ryan’s Bakery & Grill, 909
Tripp Rd., Mesquite. Lunch is free.
For more info visit ww.ghap-
texas.org or 214-497-4260.

April 30

NAACP Garland Branch
Monthly Meeting will be held on
Monday, April 30, 2007 (6:30p.m.
- executive committee; 7:30p.m. -
general membership). please join

us at 7:30p.m. for a special
"thank you" tribute to long-
time executive committee
member and former officer,
rev. james anthony and wife
(wallese) who will be relocat-
ing out of the garland area
soon.
May 2

African Chamber of
Commerce DFW luncheon
with DCCCD - Rosalind
McDonald /Adrian Williams
Bill J Priest Institute, 1402
Corinth Room 202A in Dallas,
75215,12 noon, 214-421-6155

May 3

Collin County Christian
Prayer Breakfast. Annual
breakfast of prayer, song, and
a message of Christ’s influence
in our lives. Keynote speaker
will be Captain Scott
O’Grady, survivor of downed
aircraft in hostile territory in
Bosnia. For more information
call 214 757-7259.

www.collinchristianprayer-
breakfast.com.

May 4

Musician Roger Boykin
will be featured at the African
American Museum inside the
Fair Park, 3809 Grand Ave, 7-
10 p.m. For more information,
call 214-569-9026.

The Texas Notary Public
Association will host its last
spring seminar at the Holiday
Inn Express, 21850 Lyndon B.
Johnson Freeway to train cur-
rent or prospective notaries
and provide you with the most
up-to-date information avail-
able, 9 am-12 pm. RSVP is
required. For more informa-
tion, call 972-288-9900.

Proud To Be An Active
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Black Leaders Page 1
two old friends the new face of
black political leadership - fig-
ures as comfortable in the
boardroom as on the picket line
who can appeal to large swathes
of white voters.

Both candidates share similar
life stories, rising from modest
means with the help of family
and education.

For Obama, it meant
Columbia University before
Harvard Law School, where he
was the first black president of
the Harvard Law Review. For
Patrick, who grew up in the
shadow of the Robert Taylor
Homes housing project in
Chicago, it meant Milton
Academy  before Harvard
University and Harvard Law.

They also share a political
language ringing with themes of
hope, new beginnings, and citi-
zen-friendly government. At
times they seem to be reading
off the same script.

"They've moved beyond the
rhetoric of the civil rights gener-
ation," said David Gergen, a
former White House aide now
teaching at Harvard
University's John F. Kennedy
School of Government.

"They accept the nobility of
that generation ... but they believe
there are new solutions," he said.
"We are in a new age where these
new black politicians are not just
trying to appeal to a broad base of
voters, but they are succeeding."

While Patrick welcomes the
"new" label, he balks at the idea
that the only reason he and
Obama are seen as different is
because they haven't focused
exclusively on civil rights.

"It's an oversimplification. It's a
dimension of him, it's a dimen-
sion of me," Patrick, who worked
for the NAACP Legal Defense
Fund early in his career, said in
an interview with The Associated
Press. "Black politicians haven't
come solely from the civil rights
movement. Not  here in
Massachusetts, not anywhere in
the country.

"I think what made a difference
for me here is not one thing. What
made a difference for me here was
in some ways a moment in time,"
he added.

Obama and Patrick share a
friendship stretching back to
Patrick's days heading the civil
rights division of the Clinton era
Justice  Department, when
Obama was trying to launch a

political career in Patrick's home
state of Illinois.

While Patrick landed top jobs
at  Coca-Cola and Texaco,
Obama shot through the political
ranks, winning a seat in the state
Legislature.

In 2004, Obama became the
first black man from Illinois to
win a seat in the U.S. Senate. Two

years later, Patrick, in his first run
for office, became the first black
governor of Massachusetts.
While Patrick remains popular,
his first months were plagued by
missteps, from upgrading his offi-
cial car to a Cadillac to placing a
call to Citigroup on behalf of a
struggling lending company on
whose board he once served.

Critics of Patrick and Obama
worry that voters are being
swayed by personality and a lin-
gering desire to right past racial
injustices.

"My real issue is with voters
who vote for a complete

stranger just because he's nice

looking and well spoken and
makes them feel good for vot-
ing for a black candidate," said
Barbara Anderson, an anti-tax
activist who supported
Patrick's Republican oppo-
nent. "They get too caught up
in the charisma."
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Meeting:

@ Location:

Time:

ATTENTION

Collin County Black Chamber of Commerce

Thursday, May 10, 2007
McKinney Housing Authority

1200 N Tennessee St
McKinney, TX

6:30 pm

@ Persons Interested In Joining Contact:

rEF

Fax or Email copy for quote:

Email: opportunity@monthe

IRVING

DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING
AND REWARDING CAREER?
PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!
« Competitive wages
« Array of benefits
« Education incentive pay
* ... and more

SIGN UP TO TAKE
THE CITY OF IRVING'S NEXT
CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM.
CALL (972) 721-2532 TO REGISTER.
The City of Irving does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, reli-
gion, age, or disability in employment or the provision of services.
www.ci.irving.tx.us

City OF
PLANO, TEXAS

POLICE HOTLINE
(972) 941-7299

FIRE HOTLINE
(972) 941-7402

e

24 H
CAREER INFORMATION HOTLINE
(972) 941-7116

Home Page: www.plano.gov

P_ FAX (972) 941-7239
AA | EOE /ADA

« IT Enterprise Architect

« IT Enterprise Security Officer
« Manager, Servers & Network
« Network Engineer

* Server Administrator

« Sr. Business Analyst

« Sr. Network Engineer

« Sr. Quality Assurance Analyst
« Sr. Server Administrator

« Sr. Technical Writer

DALLAS COUNTSN

Dallas County is currently
recruiting for the
following positions:

* Assistant Chief-IT Customer Service

« Sr. UNIX/Sun Systems Administrator

Jamal Murray 972-8B38-1316
Terri Thomas 972-548-8000

Trying to Get Your
Foot in the Door?
Community Newspaper secking
Freelance Writers to cover

Community Events. Familiarty with
AP style a plus. Please send your

Qualifications vary for each position.
To apply visit www.dallascounty.org.

Starting salary is based on education and experience.
k EOE /

TISEO PAVING COMPANY
419 E. Hwy. 80, Mesquite, TX 75150
Tel: (972) 289-0723 Fax: (972) 216-5637
www.tiseopaving.com

Legal Notifications
F:

resume along with a writing sample.

Aten: Publisher

Em:
publisher@monthegazette.com
Phone: 972-606-3891
Fax: 469-366-7473

Looking for
a Fun Job?

We are currently looking for
Photographers. If you have
Photo Journalism experience or
excellent photography skills,
please email or fax your

NORTH TEXAS TOLLWAY AUTHORITY

PUBLIC ADVERTISEMENT

The North Texas Tollway Authority will receive sealed propos-
als at 5900 W. Plano Pkwy. Suite 100, Plano, TX 75093, (214)
461-2049, until Thursday, May 24, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. for the

Performing Concrete Street
Paving in the Metroplex Area
We Accept Subcontracting Bids For All
Public Works Project in the Dallas Area
We Are Accepting Applications for

: ; resume to: Concrete Mixer Drivers and Heavy
following projects: . R
Equipment Mechanics
Attn: Publisher
Project: 02214 - DNT Main Lane and Ramp Re-striping. Email: Equal Opportunity Employer

. ot Py publisher@monthegazette.com
Generally consists of re-striping main-lane and ramp pavement Phone: 972-606.3391

along the Dallas North Tollway from north of President George Fax: 469-366-7473
Bush Turnpike to north of SH 121, including Main Lane Plaza EOE

3. Approx. Quantities: 170,000 LF Prefabricated Pavement
Markings (6 IN), 170,000 LF Eliminating Existing Pavement
Markings and Markers (6 IN), and 170,000 LF Pavement
Surface Preparation for Markings (6 IN). Bidders must be
pre-qualified with TxDOT. Bid packet cost is $50 and will be
available Tuesday, May 1st. PLEASE NOTE: THERE WILL
BE A PRE-BID MEETING ON May 10th AT 10:00 A.M. AT
THE NTTA MAIN OFFICES IN PLANO. Contact Sherry at
(214) 461-2049 for more information.

CARROLTON:

CITY OF CARROLLTON
Activity Leader
Civil Engineer-Building Inspection
Equipment Operator II--Asphalt
Engineering Technician
Head Lifeguard
Lifeguard
Public Safety Dispatcher I
School Crossing Guard
Signal Technician I
Seasonal Maintenance Worker
Site Coordinator
Swim Instructor
Swimming Pool Attendant
Therapeutic Site Coordinator
Therapeutic Site Leader

Graphic Artist
Needed Part-Time
Fax Resume to
469-366-7473
or Leave Message
at 972-606-3891

Bid packets include plans (if any), specifications, and quanti-
ties. Cost of the bid packet is non-refundable. Acceptable meth-
ods of payment include cashier’s check, money order, company
check, or personal check. Cash will not be accepted. Bid pack-
ets may also be examined at the NTTA offices. In order to bid,
you must purchase a bid packet from the NTTA. Bids shall be
submitted in sealed envelopes marked clearly with the project
number, company’s name, and bid opening date. No oral, tele-
phoned, or faxed bids will be considered. Late bids will not be
considered and will be returned unopened. To register online to
do business with the NTTA, go to www.ntta.org click the
“Business” link, and then on “Register”. All rights reserved.

Seeking An Energetic,
Telephone Advertising Sales
Pro For Classified and Small

Business Accounts.

Must have: Experience, Sales
Skills, Good People Skills, the
Ability to Close. Part-Time
(aprox. 20 hrs per week).
Hourly pay + Commission +
Bonuses

To view/apply for a career opportunity go to:
http:/lwww.cityofcarrollton.com
Click on "Jobs" at the bottom of the page
Click on "Apply Here" to complete your online application
Call our Job Hotline to hear a list of open positions

Job HotLine: (972) 466-3376

Committed to Quality Customer Service
Equal Opportunity Employee

Call: 972-606-3891 voicemail
Fax resume to
469-366-7473 or Email:
publisher(@monthegazette.com
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The Lord loves righteous-
ness and justice; the earth is
full of his unfailing love.
Psalm 33:5

A loved one died, and on that
clear, cold morning, in the
warmth of the day the other per-
son was struck with the
pain of learning that some-
times there isn't anymore.
No more hugs, no more
special moments to cele-
brate together, no more
phone calls just to chat, no
more "just one minute."
Sometimes, what we care
about the most gets all
used up and goes away, | I8
never to return before we
can say, “good-bye,” before
we can say, "I love you."

So while we have it. Its

and fix it when it's broken

sick. This is true for
spouses, children, other family
members, friends, marriages,
aging parents and grandparents.
We keep and love them because
they are worth it, because we are
worth it.

Some things we keep — like a
best friend who moved away or a
classmate we grew up with.
There are just some things that
make us happy, no matter what.

Life is important, like people
we know who are special; and so,
we keep them close! Suppose one
morning you never wake up, do
all your family and friends know

Let Someone Know You Care

you love them?

I was thinking . . . I could die
today, tomorrow or next week, and
I wondered if T had any wounds
needing to be healed, friendships
that needed rekindling or three
words needing to be said.

Let every one know you love
them. Even if you think they don't
love you back, you would be
amazed at what those three little
words and a smile can do.

Live today to the fullest because

Picture of The Week

best we love it, care for it Rev. Horace L. Crayton, FounderlEmeritus Pastor
and the Keynote Speaker at Greater Mount Hebron

. et 44th Church Anniversary, Dallas; Rev. Fred

- and heal it when it'S Coppight is the current pastor;

tomorrow is not promised.

Yesterday, Today  and
Tomorrow: There are two days in
every week about which we should
not worry, two days which should
be kept free from fear and appre-
hension.

One of these days is YESTER-
DAY with its mistakes and cares,
its faults and blunders, its aches
and pains. Yesterday has passed
forever beyond our control.

All the money in the world can-
not bring back Yesterday. We
cannot erase a single word we
said. Yesterday is gone forever.

The other day we should not

worry about is TOMORROW
with its possible adversities, its
burdens, its large promise and
poor performance. Tomorrow is
also beyond our immediate con-
trol.

Tomorrow’s sun will rise,
either in splendor or behind a
mask of clouds—but it will rise.
Until it does, we have no stake in
Tomorrow, for it is as yet
unborn; and its no guarantee that
we live to seec Tomorrow.

This leaves only one day —
TODAY - Any man or
woman can fight the battles
of just one day! It is only
when you and T add the bur-
dens of those two other eter-
nities — Yesterday and
Tomorrow that we break
down.

It is not the experience of
Today that drives men and
women into a state of
depression and worrying—it
is remorse or bitterness for
something which happened
Yesterday which is forever
beyond our control; and the

and Sister Tarpley.qread of what Tomorrow

which is yet unborn and beyond
our immediate control, may
bring.

Let us, therefore, live but one
day at a time. Let Us Pray and
Learn to Keep An Open Mind.
Email: religion@monthegazette.com
Office: 972-516-4191
Voice Mail: 972-606-3878

Fax: 972-509-9058

Let MON-The Gazette help your
church accomplish the Prayer of Jabez,
“Enlarge our territory to expand opportuni-
ties that may impact in such a way that we
touch more lives for God’s glory. Let us do
‘more for Him.”

Beating Case page 1
for the Southern Poverty Law
Center.

The two other defendants,
Dallas Chadwick Stone and John
Wesley Owens, previously
reached confidential settlements,
the center said in a statement.

Johnson functioned at the
mental level of a child at the time

of the attack. He lived with his
mother and brother in Linden
and had no criminal background
or history of violence.

Authorities say Johnson was
lured to a pasture party, given
alcohol and taunted for the defen-
dants' amusement. He was found
unconscious on a fire ant mound
and had suffered a serious con-

cussion and bleeding in the brain.

Jurors in the criminal cases
against Amox and Hicks acquit-
ted them of serious felony charges
and instead convicted them of a
lesser charge, recommending sen-
tences of probation. Stone and
Owens pleaded guilty to an
“injury to a disabled individual by
omission" charge.

CORNERSTO]
“HOSPITALITY HOUSE”
April 28, 10:00 am — 2:30 pm

Join us for Beyond Sunday Morning,
“Transforming Your Community by
Creating an Infrastructure of Excellence.”
Come to a FREE workshop in creating a
sustainable 501 © (3) that is effective and
impacts your community.

You must RSVP by calling
214-426-5468 no later than tonight so
that materials and lunch can be pro-
vided.

Cornerstone “Hospitality House”
2815 South Boulevard
Dallas, TX 75215

2154-426-5468

FELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS
MINISTRIES, INC. (FOBCC
April 26-28, 2007

FOBCC Deliverance Revival being
held in Waxahachie, TX.

For more info contact Evangelist
Evelyn Crawford @ 214-372-3624
Fellowship of Believers Ministries
Bishop Gregory Crawford
Founder and Senior Pastor

501 Wynnewood Village, #423

Dallas, TX 75224

214-372-3624

GREENVILLE AVE] HURCH

OF CHRIST
5, 8:00 am — 1:30 pm

The 22nd Annual 2007 Adolescent
and Ladies Symposium is a FREE sym-
posium addressing issues of today’s soci-
ety from a Biblical perspective; sponsored
by our Ladies Bible Class is opened to
Preteen girls, ages 9-12; adolescent miss-
es, ages 13-18; and adult ladies, 19 and
up. There will be 15 spiritual workshops
(including a session for Mothers and
Daughters); a continental breakfast;
lunch and door prizes.

For information call 972-644-2335.
Greenville Avenue C of C
Minister S.T.W. Gibbs, IT
1013 South Greenville Avenue
Richardson, TX 75081
972-644-2335

HILL CHAPEL CME CHURCH
April 29, 3:30 pm
Seventh Banquet & Silent Auction,
“Round Up of God's Tulented Children”
@ the South Fork Ranch, 3700 Hodge
Drive (Murphy Road), Parker, TX
75002. Atire is Business Casual
For more info call the church @
972-423-4000.
Hill Chapel CME Church
Rev. Clarence Ford, Pastor
11131 Avenue [
Plano, TX 75074
972-423-4090
JOHNSON CHAPEL

COMMUNITY CHURCH
April 28, 4 pm

Church Directory

Marvin Matthew Production is intro-
ducing “No He Didn’t” written and pro-
duced by Marvin Matthew Walker, Jr.
featuring R & B Sensation Corrian,
Kenneth Morris, AKA “K-Mo” and
Elijah Kelley, Pastor of Deliverance
Chapel COGIC. This play is about one
man’s battle between love, death and
God. For tickets call 214-734-0150.
Johnson Chapel Community Church
Rev. Keren Hollie, Pastor

1400 N. Hampton Road

DeSoto, TX 75115

972-224-9940

MCKINNEY NATIONAL
DAY OF PRAYER
May3, 7 pm

Join us in our National Day of Prayer
Observance in Ron Poe Stadium on #1
Duvall Street near White Street.
City of McKinney Task Force
Beth Bentley, Publicity Chair
MecKinney, TX 75069
214-498-3540

NORTH PARK CME CHURCH
May 24, 7 pm Nightly

You are invited to our Annual Spring
Revival: May 2nd our Women & Men
Outreach Ministries presents Bible Study
by Rev. Sylvester Patton I, Pastor of New
Jerusalem AME Church and preaching
by Rev. Robert Jackson, Jr., Pastor of
Elizabeth Chapel CME. May 3rd our
Community Outreach Ministry presents
Bible Study by Rev. James Larry, Pastor
of Bullock Chapel CME and preaching
by Rev. Lucretia Cooksy, Pastor of
Jubilee UMC.  May 4th our Youth
Outreach Ministry Praise on the Parking
Lot will emphasis Praise Dancers,
Steppers, Christian Rappers and more.

May 6, 11 am and 3:30 pm

105th Church Anniversary with
Bishop Ronald Cunningham, Presiding
Prelate of the Eighth Episcopal District
(TX) @ our 11 am service and Carter
Metropolitan CME of Ft. Worth, TX will
be our guest @ our 3:30 pm service with
Pastor Jerome Price preaching.
North Park CME Church
Rev. Kenneth Hollingshed, Pastor
6725 Tyree Street
Dallas, TX 75209
214-351-4276

SANCTUARY OF PRAISE
FELLOWSHIP OF ALLEN
May 4 &5, 730 pm

Meleka Lewis and the “Anointed to
Dance” Conference which will teach
the fundamentals of Praise Dance as a
ministry to the body of Christ; classes
for all ages. Call 469-853-2380 for
registration fees.

May 5, 7 pm

“MayFest 2007 @ the Allen Civic
Center, 300 N. Allen Drive; featuring:
‘The Dallas Inspirational Choir, The Twin
City Mass Choir, JaRa and Lineage,

Church Happenings

Meleka Lewis, the Anointed Sanctuary
of Praise Dancers and many others.
FREE Admission! Soul food cuisine
will be served. Purchase tickets at the
event. There will be African America
Storytelling and Arts and Crafts. For
information ~contact Pastor John
Wilson, IIT @ 469-853-2380
Sanctuary of Praise

Fellowship of Allen

Rev. John Wilson, TIL, Pastor

1001 E. Mail Street

Allen, TX 75002

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH
IN LEWISVILLE
May 3, 7 pm to 8 pm
Our Prayer Ministry will host a
National Day of Prayer program;
Mayor Gene Carey, other local city
officials, and the community have been
invited to pray for our city, state and
nation. National Day of Prayer theme
is: America, UNITE in Prayer, 2
Chronicles 7:14.
For more info call Minister Louis
Rosenthal @ 214-794-3446.
Westside Baptist Church, Lewisville
Dr. K. W. Blake, Senior Pastor
900 Bellaire Blvd.
Lewisville, TX 75067
972-221-5668

WOMEN PRAYING FOR
CHRIST MINISTRY
Tomorrow Night, April 27, 2007
Doors Open @ 11 pm

“Prayer Shut-In #2 Program,” for
Women Only. Featuring Dr. Angela S.
King, WPFC  Founder/CEO;
Candace Watson, Hype and Humble
Organization; Connie Greer, First
Baptist Church of Hamilton Park;
Evangelist Dorothy Danberry, Rhema
Life Fellowship Church; Maria
Reyna, Productive Women Ministries;
Sis. Dorothy Beard, SISTAS Ministry
Inc; Prophet Charlotte Posa, To
Women With Love Ministries; Leslic
Denman, Girls Living Life On
Purpose, Inc; Prophetess Lori
Manning, ~ Dominion  Keepers
Community ~ Church;  Rosilyn
Houston, The Potters House;
Kertrina Dauway, Psalmist; Robyn H.
Jimenez, WPFC- SpokenWord. FREE
Admission, but you must pre-register
for this Prayer ShutIn. Registered
attendees will receive a confirmation
e-mail or phone call. Register @ 214-
450-7634; the Prayer shut-in will be at
Open Bible Fellowship Church, 2701
Briarwood Drive, Plano, Texas 75074,
072-422-4248, Pastor Don Bright.
Women Praying for
Christ Ministry
Dr. Angela S. King, WPFC
Founder/CEO
P O Box 863766
Plano, TX 75086-3766
214-450-7634

’fem_p[e of Faith Christian Cﬁaﬁe[ CM.E. Church

“Where Jesus is the Main Attraction”

Sunday Worship Experience -
Wednesday Bible Study - 12:00 Noon & 7:00 pm

00 am & 10:45 am

14120 Noel
972-239-1120

Road ¢ Dallas, TX 75254
(Office) » 972-239-5925 (Fax)

Child Development Center - 972-404-1412

beglobal.net (Email)

Ramon Hodridge, Minister

Avenue F Church of Christ
1026 Avenue F * Plano, TX 75074 « 972-423-8833
“Our Pilgrimage to Heaven in 2007” -

Sunday Bible Class ...
Sunday Morning Worship
Men Bible Class . . . .
Women Bible Class .
Evening Worship . ........
Wednesday Bible Class . ... .......
Radio Progeam @ 7:30 am on KHVN 970 AM Sunday Mornings
Emery Tease, Associate Minister
www.avefchurchofchrist.org

Hebrews 11:13-16
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Sunday

Thursday
7:00 pam. Choir Rehearsal

St. Luke A.M.E. Church (aka — SLAME)
“Where we slam dunk the devil and serve up Jesus”
Garland, TX 75040

Email: slamechurch@aol.com

Reverend Charles E. Franklin, Pastor

972.487.9703

Tuesday
7415 p.m. Bible Study

Wednesday
Prayer Service
Church School

“Pastors Sam & Gloria Fenceray

y

Mt. Olive Church of Plano

740 Avenue F Plano, TX 75074 972-633-5511
WWW.MOCOP.ORG

Serving the Plano
Community for 13 Years

Wednesday Night

Call Pastor Sam on:
on & Truth Live”
Radio Broadcast: KWRD 100.7 FM  Sundays 9pm - 10pm

HEAR PASTOR SAM DAILY ON: “TRUTH MADE SIMPLE”
KGGR 1040 AM MONDAY - FRIDAY @ 5:25pm — 5:30pm

Sunday Worship
10:00 am

7:15 pm

8:00 Am

Dr. Leslie W Smith,
Senior Pastor

NortH Dattas Community BigLe FeLLowsHiP

“d Spiritual Oasis for a Thirsty World” Isaiah 55:1

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES:

972-437-3493

1010-1020 South Sherman Street ® Richardson, TX 75081
www.ndcbf.org

* 9:30 AM ¢ 11:30 AM

Sunday Service
Morning Worship
7:30 am & 10:30 am
9:00 am Sunday School

New Mt. Zion Baptist Church of Dallas

‘Wednesday Service
Prayer Meeting 7:00 pm
Brotherhood 7:00 pm
Missions 7:00 pm
Singles Group 7:00 pm
Bible Study 7:45 pm

Dr. Robert E. Price,
Senior Pastor

A Praying Church Family
“Watchmen on the Walls”

214-341-6459 (Phone) * 214-342-8403 (Fax)
9550 Shepard Road
Dallas, TX 75243

Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church
920 E. 14th Street Plano, TX
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L Sunday 9:45AM Sunday School
Monday 7PM Youth, Brotherhood, Mission
& Young Adult Ministries
Tuesday 7PM Bible Study & Men's Choir
Wednesday ~ 7PM Mid-Week Service
Thursday 7PM Mass Choir

For more information call (972) 423-6695
www.shilohbaptistchurch.org

Saint Mark Missionary
Baptist Church

1308 Wilcox Street, McKinney TX

Pastor Charles S. Wattley

Sunday

Education Ministries - 9:
- Nursery Faci

a.m. » Worship Celebration - 11:00 am.

s Available —

Wednesday ~Family Ministries... 7:00 p.m.

Friendly Fellowship with A Family Focus
For More Information Call 972.542.6178

y@aol.com

Faithway Fellowship
Baptist Church
Of Hamilton Park

8219 Bunche Dr.

Dallas, TX 75243

Church Office:
Pastor's Office: (972) 792-0240

Service Times

Sunday School:
Morning Worship
Wednesday Bible Study ..

PEOPLE OF FAITH WITH A MIND TO WORK
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Church Divectory — To Advertise Please Contact Us At 972-606-7498
Women Praying For Christ Ministry Holding Prayer Shut-In

Women Praying For Christ
Ministry is holding their
Prayer Shut-In #2 Program
on Friday, April 27, 2007.
The Prayer Shut-In will be
held at the Open Bible
Fellowship Church (Pastor
Don Bright), 2701 Briarwood
Drive, Plano, Texas.

This “For Women Only”
event will feature dynamic
women speakers and prayer
warriors from all over the
DFW metroplex. Doors will
open at 11 A different speak-
er will be featured every hour
on the hour for the duration

of the event.

Scheduled speakers include:
Dr. Angela S. King (WPFC
Founder and CEO), Candace
Watson (Hype and Humble),
Connie Greer (First Baptist
Church of Hamilton Park),
Evangelist Dorothy Danberry

(Rhema Life Fellowship
Church), Maria Reyna
(Productive Women

Ministries)), Sister Dorothy
Beard (SISTAS Ministry Inc.),
Prophet Charlotte Posa (To
Women With Love Ministries),
Leslie Denman (Girls Living
Life on Purpose, Inc.),

Dr. Angela S. King,
WPFC Founder|CEO

Bishop T. D. Jakes’ For
Ladies Only Conference

Women all over the world are
making plans to be in Dallas,
Texas October 18 - 20 to
attend  For

Ladies Only.

Created with you in mind, this
conference is designed to
address relevant issues related
to today's woman. Known for
his candid yet compassionate

approach, Bishop T. D. Jakes
along with his wife, First Lady
Serita Jakes have pulled together
some of the world's best speakers
to propel you into your
destiny.

Guests include Joyce
Meyer, Yolanda Adams,
Susie Owens, Gloria
Gaither, Dr. Bridgett
Hilliard and Ernestine
Reems-Dickerson.

Mark your calendar
and reserve your seat now

for the biggest conference
of the year! Enjoy 3 power-
packed days that will ignite your

passion and propel you into your
greatest dreams.
Participants will discover how

Plano Receives FDI Magazine
“North American Small Cities
OfThe Future 2007-08” Award

FDI Magazine has just
released the names of the
“North American Cities of
the Future 2007/08” Award
winners and Plano, Texas won
in the category of North
American Small Cities of the

Future - Best Human
Resources. This is the fifth
year of Foreign Direct

Investment (fDi) Magazine’s
competition to select and pro-
mote cities, large and small,
with the best prospects for
inward investment. i

under 100,000). All nominees
are scored by an independent
panel of nine judges on over 60
criteria designed to assess each
cities’ potential to attract busi-
ness investment projects.

The selection process
involved seven major “factors”
of consideration:

* Best Economic Potential

* Most Cost Effective

* Best Human Resources

« Best Quality of Life

* Best Infrastructure

development, business expan-
sion, and quality of life.
From British Columbia,
Canada to Chetumal, Mexico
— and all cities, states and
provinces in between — a total
of 108 applications were sub-
mitted and categorized into
four “long and short lists”:
Major (pop. over 2 million),
Large (pop. 500,000 — 2 mil-
lion), Small (pop. 100,000 —
500,000), and Micro (pop.

* Most B Friendly

* Best FDI Promotion

Plano, Texas was chosen one
of the “Top 5 Small Cities” in
the ‘Human Resources’ factor
along with Albany, New York;
Waterloo and ‘Windsor,
Ontario; and Greenville, South
Carolina.  Very few cities

scored in the Top 5 on more
than four of the seven selection
factors in their size range,
making this distinction all the
more special.

to: Create a Strategy for Your
Life_+ Recover Every Set Back_+
Improve Your Relationships _+
Revive Your Spirit.

You can enjoy every aspect of
your life and find balance in the
multiple roles you play as com-
panion, mother, business leader
and friend. God wants you to
live the good life and to experi-
ence every benefit of His bless-
ing. He's just that into you

The event will be held at The
Gaylord Texan Resort_, 1501
Gaylord Trail, Grapevine, TX
76051, 817-778-1000.

Kertrina Dauway (Psalmist),
Prophetess Lori Manning
(Dominion Keepers
Community Church), Rosilyn
Houston (The Potters House),
Robyn H. Jimenez (WPFC-
Spoken Word).

The theme for the Prayer
Shut-In is “A Call for the
Waiting Women”, with scrip-
tural reference of Jeremiah
9:17-20. The vision statement
for the shut-in is “If you want
something different from God
in 2007, you must do some-
thing different for Him”.

Admission is free, but pre-

Langston University Concert
Chorale to perform at Keller
Springs Baptist Church on
Sunday, April 29th at 4:00 pm.

The Keller Springs Baptist
Church will host a special concert
featuring the Langston University
Concert Chorale on Sunday,
April 29th at 4:00 pm. This event
is free and open to the public.

Langston University is a 110-
year-old  Historically ~ Black
University Langston, Oklahoma.
The

Chorale, under the direction of
Bonita Franklin, is visiting Dallas

Rev.
Robert Townsend, Pastor

Office:
Email:

972-241

Mt. Pisgah Missionary Baptist Church

The Rock
. Est. June 1864

A Kingdom Building Church offering DELIVERANCE, RESTORATION, PURPOSE and PROSPERITY

Still standing...

Sunday Worship .
Sunday School .
Wednesday Bible Study .

Monday & Friday ...............
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday .. 9:00 am - 6:00 pm
Saturday & Sunday . .

IEEEEEREE Vit. Pisgah Missionary Baptist Church
11611 Webb Chapel Road ¢ Dallas, TX 75229
-6151
info@dallasmtpisgah.org
Website: www.dallasmtpisgah.org

Come Experience A
Church that Believes in
Giving God Excellence

Without Excuse

...7:45 am & 11:00 am
. 9:45 am - 10:45 am
. 12:00 noon & 7:00 pm

9:00 am - 3:00 pm
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T.J. Denson, Pastor

Saturday: Intercessory Prayer @ 7:00 am
Sunday School @ 9:30 am + Morning Worship @ 11:00 am
Men's Group & Women’s Group Bible Study @ 6:30 pm

Macedonia Ministries
702 S. Mill Street + Lewisville, TX 75057
972-436-2011
“We Choose Love to Nourish and Cherish One Another”
John 13:34 & Ephesians 5:28-29

www.macedoniaministries.com
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Sunday Life G
First Sunday: Ingredients for Life .
Wednesdays: Life In The Word Prayer

L | New Life Fellowship Church of Rowlett

Bishop Miller E. Johnson, Senior Pastor

New Worship Home
7401 Miller Road * Rowlett, TX 75088
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registration  is  required.
Attendees are asked to fast
April 23-27). Suggested attire
is loose fitting clothing.
WPFC is an outreach organ-
ization that targets women and
families to provide support
and services related to person-
al growth. They conduct a
Christian  Sisterhood and
Support Group that empha-
sizes intercessory prayer. The
WPFC Ministry understands
and espouses the power that
lies in prayer and faith.
Women Praying for Christ
Ministry is nondenominational

to perform at Keller Springs as
part of their Spring Tour.

The Chorale is composed of
more than 35 young singers who
are selected by audition.

Members of the Chorale hail
from Oklahoma, Texas, New
York, California, Illinois,
Missouri, Michigan, Connecticut
and Tennessee. The Chorale con-
sists of music majors and other
majors in various disciplines
offered at Langston University
and include several McCabe
Honors Program participants
and Thurgood Marshall

and open to anyone in need of
help. WPFC is not a church
and is not intended to take
the place of any church prayer
team, but instead to be an
addition and complement to
those prayer chains by
increasing prayer support for
specific needs WPFC has
faith in the age-old adage and
belief that there is power in
prayer and strength in num-
bers.

For more info and registra-
tion call 214-450-7634, or log
onto www.womenpraying
forchrist.org.

HBCU Concert Chorale To
Perform At Local Church

Scholarship recipients.

The musical repertoire of this
dynamic ensemble represents a
wide variety of styles, languages
and periods. The essence of
their definitive sound is evident
on their prized CDproduced in
the Spring of 1998.

Keller Springs Baptist Church
is proud to host this unique
opportunity to hear the Chorale.

The church is located at 3227
Keller Springs Road in
Carrollton, just west of the
intersection of Keller Springs
and Midway.

Spicftmal Direction
thr ik, Kol (e

Friendship Baptist Church

Dr. C. Paul McBride, Pastor

4396 Main Street
The Colony, Texas 75056
(972) 625-8186
website: www.fbc-online.net

Schedule of Services:

Early Morning Worship

Sunday School Classes

Evening Worship (1st Sunday) 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday
Early Bird Bible Study 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Morning Bible Study
Prayer Meeting and
Evening Bible Study

Sunday
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.

9:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.

“The Church with a Vision”

Phone: 972.516.2992

Fax:972.509.9058
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