
(NDG WIre) Where
can you learn how to inter-
pret your dreams, solve
your financial challenges,
and create the life you
want in one day? The
School of Metaphysics
during the National Dream
Weekend of course!

On Saturday, April
25th the School of

Metaphysics will join
forces with local D/FW
artists to create a 200
square-foot mural of the
25 most common dream
symbols. Teachers and
students from the School
of Metaphysics will be
available to interpret
dreams in person for any-
one wanting to understand

these nightly messages.
Anyone can come by the

School of Metaphysics on
Skillman and Live Oak to
see the mural and to receive
a free dream interpretation.
This event will begin at 9
AM and will continue until
7 PM.

Everyone dreams, yet
few people know how to

harness the power of the
subconscious mind. Join us
for this event, and learn how
to tap into the same creative
genius that was used by
Thomas Edison, Albert
Einstein, and Stephanie
Meyer.

For more information
contact dallas@som.org or
call 214-821-5406.

BY. REV.
AL SHARPTON
NNPA COLUMNIST

In the case of Brown
vs. the Board of
Education on May 17th
1954, the Supreme Court
decided that the
Constitution of the United
States must guarantee
equal education for all
American citizens.

In this landmark case,
schools were desegregat-
ed across the South and
the breath and width of
the United States. Fifty-

five years later, however,
we find American educa-
tion is still sporadically
separate and unquestion-
ably unequal.

The number of gov-
ernment and private sec-
tor studies confirms that
the achievement gap
between African Amer-
icans and Whites is
astounding and almost
identical to the gap in
1955.

The struggle of this
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Fifty-five Years Later:
American Education

Separate and Unequal

Hispanic Caucus Responds to Calls for Boycott of Census
(NDG Wire) The

Congressional Hispanic
Caucus (CHC) is respond-
ing to statements from
several organizations urg-
ing some immigrants to
boycott the 2010 Census.
Congresswoman Nydia
Velazquez, Chairwoman
of the CHC, stated the fol-

lowing in response to
those statements:

“The CHC has been
working since the last cen-
sus wrapped up nearly 9
years ago to ensure a fair
and equal count in 2010.
The next decade will be
dictated by these numbers,
and they must provide an

accurate portrait of our
nation and the needs of its
diverse communities. To
not be counted would have
political implications and
jeopardize vital resources,
including federal funding
for schools, health care,
job training and infrastruc-
ture.”

Congressman Charles
A. Gonzalez, 1st Vice
Chair of the CHC and
Chair of the group’s Civil
Rights, Veterans and
Worker Protections Task
Force, offered the follow-
ing response to calls for a
boycott:

NAACP Centennial Celebration
History of Texas Branches

See BOYCOTT, Page 11

Paint Your Way to Economic Freedom? In Your Dreams!

(TPA) America’s history
is an inspirational story of
pioneers who gambled their
lives and those of their fam-
ilies in search of liberty and
freedom. But that remark-
able history bears the taint
of a history that challenged
these lofty goals with years
of denying freedom and lib-

erties to many of its people.
Spanning centuries,

America has persecuted
racial and ethnic groups,
women, children and those
of sexual orientation.
Amidst these abuses, those
heaped upon the African
immigrant have been the
most long lasting and cru-

elest. From its inception,
slavery in America estab-
lished and institutionalized
the denial of civil and
human rights to people
brought forcibly onto
American soil.

In 1909, a group of sixty
citizens, Black & White
banned together to establish See NAACP Page 11

Lawrence Nixon



Eugene Robinson is
an Associate Editor and
twice-weekly columnist
for The Washington Post.
His column appears on
Tuesdays and Fridays.
His columns are syndicat-
ed by The Washington

Post Writers
Group.

Robinson is
a member of
the National
Ass-ociation of
Black Journal-
ists.

In a 25-year
career at The
Post, Robinson
has been city
hall reporter,
city editor, for-
eign corre-
spondent in
Buenos Aires
and London,

foreign editor, and assis-
tant managing editor in
charge of the paper’s
award-winning Style sec-
tion. In 2005, he started
writing a column for the
Op-Ed page. He is the

author of "Coal to Cream:
A Black Man’s Journey
Beyond Color to an
Affirmation of Race"
(1999) and "Last Dance in
Havana" (2004).

Robinson was born in
Orangeburg, South
Carolina where he attend-
ed Orangeburg High
School. He attended the
University of Michigan,
where, in his senior year,
he wrote for the school
newspaper, the Michigan
Daily.

In 1976, he began his
journalism career at the
San Francisco Chronicle,
where he covered the trial
of publishing heiress
Patty Hearst. He joined
the Washington Post in
1980 and worked his way
up through the ranks,
starting as a city hall
reporter. He then became
assistant city editor, city

editor, South America
correspondent, London
bureau chief, foreign edi-
tor, and, most recently,
assistant managing editor.
He began writing opinion
columns for the paper in
2005.

Robinson appears fre-
quently on MSNBC as a
political analyst on shows
such as Race for the
White House, Countdown
with Keith Olbermann,
and Hardball with Chris
Matthews.

On Monday April 20
Robinson was awarded
the 2009 Pulitzer Prize
for Commentary in recog-
nition of his columns dur-
ing the 2008 presidential
campaign.

Robinson is a member
of the National Assoc-
iation of Black Journalists
and has received numer-
ous journalism awards.

Robinson lives with his
wife and two sons in

Arlington, Virginia.

Annette Gordon-Reed's
"The Hemingses of Monti-
cello: An American Family,"
which received the National
Book Award last fall, won for
history. Gordon-Reed's book
documents the life and family
of Sally Hemings, the slave
girl who many believe had an
intimate relationship with
Thomas Jefferson.
"Race is something that

people are quite focused
upon," said Gordon-Reed,
currently in Sydney, Australia

for a conference of Thomas
Jefferson scholars and sched-
uled to give a talk on President
Obama. "It's an internationally
interesting subject. People
here are fascinated by our his-
tory."
Annette Gordon-Reed,

earned a place in history with
her first book, Thomas
Jefferson and Sally Hemings:
An American Controversy
(University Press of Virginia,
1997), which had an
acclaimed but stormy recep-

tion when published in 1997,
and which The New Yorker
described as “brilliant.” She is
recognized as one of our coun-
try’s most distinguished presi-
dential scholars.
Gordon-Reed did not take a

definitive position on whether
Jefferson had a liaison of near-
ly 40 years with Hemings, or
whether Hemings bore him
several children. Instead, in
the scrupulously researched
book, Professor Gordon-Reed
brought her lawyerly instincts
and a lifelong fascination with
Jefferson to the question of
how the issue had been pre-
sented by Jefferson’s many
distinguished biographers. In
particular, it was the vehe-
mence of their denials that
such a relationship might have
existed that piqued her inter-
est. She felt that history

should be able to record both
Jefferson’s enormous contri-
butions, and the lives and
voices of the blacks who were
part of his life and that socie-
ty.
News published in 1998

described DNA tests showing
a near-certain confirmation of
a genetic link between
Jefferson and Hemings’
youngest child, Eston.
Professor Gordon-Reed sub-
sequently rewrote her intro-
duction for the paperback edi-
tion to reflect this news.
Gordon-Reed, who grew up

in still-segregated east Texas,

became interested in Jefferson
in elementary school after
reading a children’s biography
of him, narrated by a fictional
slave boy. At 14, she joined
the Book-of-the-Month Club
(concealing her status as a
minor) to receive Fawn
Brodie’s biography, Thomas
Jefferson: An Intimate
Portrait. She continued her
study of Jefferson’s life at
Dartmouth College, where she
majored in History, graduating
in 1981. She attended Harvard
Law School, where she was a
member of the Law Review.

Devoted Mix 102.9 lis-
teners might have noticed a
new talent on the radio
recently. Was she a hip,
young Hollywood star? A
famous radio personality on
her way through town? It
wasAlishia Givens, a Grand
Prairie high school student
pursuing her dreams on
Dallas’ airwaves.

Givens, a participant in
the Dallas Elevators
Powered by Coca-Cola pro-
gram, received the opportu-
nity to shadow working
radio professionals and
explore broadcasting oppor-

tunities for her future. She
had experiences at both
Movin’ 107.5 and Mix
102.9 FM.

“I didn¹t want to leave
because I was having so
much fun!” said Givens.

“The staff made me feel
so welcome that I soon for-
got we were on the radio; I
felt like we were hanging
out, talking. I¹ve been look-
ing forward to going back
since the day I left ¬ I can¹t
wait!”

On Mix 102.9, Givens
bantered on the air with
Victoria Snee, who hosts the

Morning Mix show.
“Watching Alishia light

up and show her fun,
unique personality on air
was rewarding for me,” said
Snee, who is a role model in
the Dallas Elevators
Powered by Coca-Cola pro-
gram. “Anyone who gets
involved with these dynam-
ic young people gets way
more out of it than you ever
put in. I am proud to know
Alishia and be a part of her
success.”

Givens, a senior at
South Grand Prairie High
School, is the captain of the
track team, president of
DECA (business marketing
club), and serves on the stu-

dent council. She volun-
teers on Saturdays, helping
elementary students prepare
for the TAKS test. Givens
will attend Texas A&M
University in the fall.

Dallas Elevators Power-
ed by Coca-Cola is a pro-
gram that brings extra
enrichment and opportuni-
ties to a select group of high
school juniors and seniors
who are also members of
one of the many Boys &
Girls Clubs of Greater
Dallas. The mission of the
program is to encourage stu-
dents to elevate their skills
in the classroom, at home,
in extra-curricular activities,
and wherever their interests

lie.
“These kids

deserve an
opportunity to
be excited
about their
future,” said
Ben Lawson,
director of
Bottler Sales &
Marketing with
Coca-Cola of
North America.
“We encourage
the community
to get involved
in offering experiences. It
takes so little time -- often
as little as two or three
hours -- but it can signifi-
cantly impact a teen¹s

future. In fact, we’ve found
it¹s often as rewarding for
the business professional as
it is for the student that par-
ticipates.”

People in the News

Alishia Givens

Eugene Robinson

Annette Gordon-Reed
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THE TRUTH CLINIC

The Truth Behind The Tax Protest Rallies
On April 15, the dead-

line to file income taxes,
demonstrators protested at
more than 750 Tax Day tea
parties across the country.
Capitalizing on the sym-
bolism of the anti-tax
Boston Tea Party of 1773
the events were touted as
protests against govern-
ment spending with partic-
ular focus on the Obama
administration’s $787 bil-
lion stimulus package and
the proposed $3.5 trillion
budget.

The Wall Street Journal
and other media pundits
would have us believe that
these tax 'revolutionaries'
had no political or organi-
zational basis but were
merely ordinary people
who were simultaneously
influenced to protest by the
hypnotic power emanating
from the mysterious Info-
rmation Superhighway.

While this plot line, if
true, would have all the
makings of a TV movie it
does not take a CSI expert
to surmise that the well
organized rallies weren't
simply spontaneous grass-
roots outpourings of citi-
zens disgruntled with gov-
ernment fiscal irresponsi-
bility.

A cursory tracking of
Facebook, Twitter, and
other blog internet sites
used to generate support
for the tea party rallies
uncovers the depth of the
organization and funding
behind the so called non-
partisan grass-roots move-
ment.

The sites show conclu-
sively that the tax rallies
were created, financed and
fueled by the financial,
political, and media sup-
port of current and former
GOP advocates.

Conservatives Sean
Hannity andNeil Cavuto
hosted events in major
cities and Fox News pro-
vided day long coverage of
the rallies. The fact that
the movement attracted
potential 2012 Republican
presidential candidates
such as former House
Speaker Newt Gingrich,

Louisiana Gov. Bobby
Jindal, and South Carolina
Gov. Mark Sanford vali-
dates the conclusion that
the rallies were politically
motivated and anti-Obama.

According to the
Associated Press a primary
promoter of the tea parties
was FreedomWorks, a con-
servative nonprofit advo-
cacy group based in
Washington, D.C., led by
former Republican House
Majority Leader Dick
Armey of Texas.

Additionally, the Tea
Party Movement’s own
web site lists four sponsor-
ing organizations: The
New American Tea Party,
the ReTeaParty, the Tea
Party Revolution and the
Free Pocket Constitution.

The NewAmerican Tea
Party promoted the April
15 rally in Washington,
D.C. with co-sponsors
such as the American
Spectator, Heartland Instit-
ute, Americans for Tax
Reform, National Taxpay-
ers Union, Americans for
Prosperity and the Young
Conservatives Coalition,
all well-known right-wing
organizations.

ReTeaParty is affiliat-
ed with the Political
Exploration and Awareness
Committee PAC that cam-
paigns on behalf of issues,
candidates, and potential
candidates promoting hon-
esty and Constitutional
leadership.

The Tea Party
Revolution's web site says
" We are citizens who want
our government to return
to its roots as a republic as

our founding fathers
intended.”

Lastly, the fourth, the
Free Pocket Constitution,
which offers free, pocket-
sized copies of the US
Constitution, is sponsored
by the Heritage Found-
ation, this country's lead-
ing - and very well-funded
- right-wing think tank.

Do the tax protest ral-
lies have any merit beyond
the obvious conservative
politicizing?

All Americans should
be deeply concerned over
the enormous deficit
spending this year and the
increasing deficit spending
planned for the next
decade - spending that will
more than double our
entire national debt.

A recent Congressional
Budget Office report com-
pares the deficits of the
1980s and 1990s to the
current and future budgets.
The CBO estimates that
the administration’s pro-
posed budget will add
more than $10 trillion to
the total federal debt by
2019 - approximately as
much total debt as was out-
standing at the beginning
of 2007.

These numbers have
become so large they are
meaningless to the average
citizen. But this level of
debt is going to be a huge
problem because with
decreasing revenues the
government will not be in a
position to pay the money
back. And it can't be
financed forever.

Personal and cooperate
incomes are falling.

Property taxes and taxes on
investment profits are also.
State tax revenue fell 4% in
the last quarter of 2008, the
first decline in six years
and the largest in over 50.
Preliminary numbers sug-
gest the first quarter of
2009 will be three times.
Average state tax collec-
tions in January and
February were down
12.8% compared to the
same time in 2008. The
states will be looking to the
federal government for
more support which adds
more debt.

As the economy wors-
ens, it's inevitable that the
working poor will get more
and more angry about the
declining financial crisis.
From bailouts to bonuses
to complex tax codes it is
obvious that most of our
hard-earned tax dollars
aren't being used to pro-
vide jobs, schools, hous-
ing, health care or taking
care of the disadvantaged
but are being used to pri-
marily support the very
wealthy and to pay for
past, present and future
wars.

The working poor will
blame the rich for the
increasing deficits. The
rich will exercise their
options to abandon ship
and take their wealth off-
shore. In the ensuing finan-
cial chaos those without
options will suffer the con-
sequences as the purchas-
ing power of their dollars
disappear. The question is:
Can Obama turn the eco-
nomic ship around before
the dollar is rejected as the
global currency?

In the face of this
growing financial crisis the
minority GOP has jumped
on the tea tax bandwagon
in the hopes of regaining
political momentum. Even
as America begins to show
signs of potential death
convulsions partisan poli-
tics takes priority over sav-
ing the country.

James W. Breedlove
Comments or opinions

may be sent to the writer
at: www.truthclinic.com

“We are citizens who want
our government to return
to its roots as a republic
as our founding fathers

intended.”



Heart disease is the No.
1 killer of U.S. women,
claiming more lives than
the top six types of cancers
combined. The good news
is that by learning personal
risk factors and leading a
heart-healthy lifestyle,
women can
reduce their
heart disease
risk up to 82
percent! That’s
why it’s critical
that women get
screened to
learn their risk
factors and take
steps to reduce
them.

To address
this need,
women can
obtain FREE
heart health screenings
with on-the-spot results
and one-on-one counseling
at the fifth annual Sister to
Sister Dallas Women’s
Heart Health Fair on
Saturday, April 25, from 9
a.m. – 4 p.m. at the
Automobile Building at
Fair Park (1010 First Ave.,
Dallas, 75210).

Sponsored by the
national Sister to Sister
Foundation, the Dallas
Women’s Heart Health Fair
is free and open to the pub-
lic. Parking is also free at
Gate 2 (Haskell Ave. and
Parry Ave.), Gate 4 (First
Ave. and Parry Ave.) and
Gate 5 (Grand Ave. and
Robert B. Cullum Blvd.).
DART, the official trans-
portation provider for the
event, will offer bus serv-
ice to the Fair Park area (go
to www.dart.org or call
214-979-1111 for more
information).

“Tragically, one out of
four women will die of
heart disease,” said Dr.
Cara East, Director of the
Soltero Cardiovascular

Research Center at Baylor
Hamilton Heart and
Vascular Hospital.

“Women must know
that heart attack symptoms
are different for them.
They may feel shortness of
breath, fatigue, abdominal

pressure, nausea or heart-
burn, or jaw, neck, back or
upper shoulder pain.”

The 15-minute health
screenings, provided by
Baylor Hamilton Heart and
Vascular Hospital, will
include cholesterol and
triglycerides, blood pres-
sure, blood glucose levels,
Body Mass Index (BMI),
waist circumference and
review of family health

history. Screening results
will be provided on-the-
spot and include one-on-
one counseling with a
licensed medical profes-
sional to discuss each
woman’s results and for-
mulate a personalized

h e a r t - h e a l t h
plan. PLEASE
NOTE: HEART
SCREENINGS
ARE FOR
WOMEN AGES
18AND UP – the
first 1,500 peo-
ple will be
screened.

More interac-
tive and educa-
tional activities
will be offered
this year includ-
ing fun fitness

classes, cooking demos
and stress-buster tricks for
leading a heart-savvy
lifestyle. Ongoing activi-
ties and entertainment
focusing on heart disease,
stress management, nutri-
tion and fitness will be held
on four main stages.
Medical and health experts
from Baylor Heart and
Vascular Hospital will
offer advice and answer

audience questions.
Health, fitness and

stress experts, local physi-
cians and chefs will also

discuss these topics. The
Univision Stage will fea-
ture Spanish-language pre-
sentations.

For more information,
visit www.sistertosister
.org/dallas or call
214.871.3029.
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Health

Free Heart Screenings To Be Offered At Dallas
Women’s Heart Health Fair Saturday, April 25 At

The Automobile Building At Fair Park
Women to receive free heart disease screenings with on-the-spot results and counseling, plus

fun fitness demos, cooking classes, stress-buster activities, local health experts and more



Tighter budgets may
mean less money for
schools and local police to
enforce laws against teen
smoking, but grants avail-
able from the Texas
Comptroller’s office can
help keep tobacco away
from underage users.

“Texas teens illegally
buy or smoke more than 67
million packs of cigarettes
each year,” Comptroller
Susan Combs said.
“Combating this threat to
our children’s health is crit-

ical, even during budget-
conscious times.”

Grants ranging from
$1,000 to $150,000 can be
used for specific activities
such as tobacco education,
keeping schools and school
events tobacco free and
sting operations to catch
retailers selling tobacco
products to minors.

The deadline to apply
for 2009-10 grants is May
4 for schools with on-cam-
pus law enforcement and
May 11 for police depart-

ments, sheriffs, constables
and district attorneys. The
grant amount depends on
the number of local tobac-
co retailers or the number
of students who will
receive education about
smoking risks and the law
against teen smoking.

The Fort Bend County
sheriff’s office says the
numbers prove the grant
program works. They sent
underage decoys to buy
cigarettes 377 times last
year, and 10 retailers sold

tobacco to the minor, a buy
rate of 2.7 percent. The
sheriff’s office says that is
a dramatic improvement
since the first sting opera-
tions in 2001, when decoys
were able to purchase ciga-
rettes on 28.6 percent of
their attempts.

More information and
grant application forms can
be found on the
Comptroller’s Web site at
www.window.state.tx.us/lg
a/tcg/leo or call (888)
STEP-123.

Education
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GISD Exceeds All
State Marks on
TAKS Reading
Garland ISD stu-

dents surpassed every
statewide mark on the
recently administered
TAKS Reading section
according to scores
received by the dis-
trict’s Planning,
Research and Eval-
uation Department.

More than 12,000
GISD students in
grades 3, 5 and 8 were
tested during last
month’s Reading por-
tion. The Texas

Education Agency
monitored their per-
formances by grade
level, divided into five
student groups: All stu-
dents, African Amer-
ican, Hispanic, White
and Econ-omically
Disadvantaged.

Each of those stu-
dent groups in third,
fifth and eighth grade
bested state averages in
both the “standard” and
“commended” cate-
gories.

CE Offers Series of Sustainability Courses
Collin College’s Continuing Education understands

its role as a supporter of a Green, sustainable communi-
ty.

Starting in May, Continuing Education will host its
new Center for Sustainability, a series of classes to help
individuals become more environmentally literate and to
employ environmentally, economically and socially sus-
tainable practices.

The classes include:

• Green Home Renovation
• Reduce Your Carbon Footprint
• Landscaping With Native Plants
• Home Energy Conservation
• Green Cleaning Practices
• Renewable Water Design
• Green Marketing
• Sustainable Landscape Practices
• Green Transportation Options.

The first class starts Tuesday, May 12 and the series
runs through August.

The classes run from seven hours to 12 hours and are
offered at night. Cost for each class is between $59-79.
All classes will be at the Courtyard for Professional and
Economic Development, 4800 Preston Park Blvd., in
Plano.

For more information, call 972.599.3117 or visit
www.ccccd.edu/ce.

Local High School JROTC Team to Compete in
National Academic Bowl in Washington, DC

After two phases of
competition, the Plano
East Senior High JROTC
academic team, Plano,
TX, will compete in the
final Championship
round of The College
Options Foundation's
2009 JROTC Leadership
and Academic Bowl in
Washington, D.C., on the
campus of George Mason

University, June 26 - 30,
2009.

Plano East Senior
High's JROTC team com-
peted in two rounds of
competitive online play
against thousands of
JROTC students from
across the world to win a
place in the championship
and the trip to DC. In
these rounds, students

were tested on standard
HS curriculum; Math,
Science, English, and
leadership skills. The
team is one of only 24 in
the nation to advance to
the finals.

The JROTC Leader-
ship and Academic Bowl
is a nationally recognized
academic competition
created exclusively for

JROTC students. By par-
ticipating, cadets learn the
values of citizenship, aca-
demic competition, and
college opportunity.

The competition cre-
ates tremendous opportu-
nities for JROTC and its
cadets by demonstrating
the academic abilities of
JROTC students.

Grants Combat Teen Smoking

issue was addressed at our
recent National Action
Network convention, among
educators, clergy, elected
officials, civil rights leaders
and activists, by Vice
President Joseph Biden,
HUD Secretary Shaun
Donovan, and Education
Secretary Arne Duncan.

We struggled with the
fact that even with a well-
educated African-American
President and First Lady liv-
ing in theWhite House seek-
ing a similar education for
their two beautiful daugh-
ters, only 55 percent of
African-Americans earned a

high school diploma nation-
ally.

Given the technological
advancements in the world
and the weak economy, to
allow this gap to continue
unchallenged is to render
African-Americans dysfunc-
tional and permanently cap-
tive to an underclass.

We must challenge for
equal funding for all public
schools.

We must challenge
accountability of teachers
and administrators. We must
inspire more parental and
community involvement in
the education of our chil-

dren. And we must give
incentives for good produc-
tive teachers to go into trou-
bled areas and confront this
crisis on the ground.

To ignore this problem is
to plant the seeds of eco-
nomic and social despair to
African-Americans for gen-
erations to come. This is no
more of a compelling issue
in our community and a
greater threat to our future
than not completing the task
started by the Brown vs.
Board decision pushed for
equal education for all.

That is why on May
16th, thousands will join

NAN at the White House
Ellipse in Washington D.C.
to commemorate the
anniversary of Brown vs.
Board of Education and
recommit to finishing the
journey that the case started.

It was a long journey
from the Outhouse to the
White House. Now we must
democratize the school
house.

The Rev. Al Sharpton is
founding president of the
National Action Network
and co-founder of the
Education Equality Project
www.nationalactionnetwork
.net.

EDUCATION, continued from Page 1
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Community News

Hair Talk

My alarm went off
at 4 a.m.; it was time
to get up for a 6:30
a.m. flight to Los
Angeles. I quickly
showered, threw my
things into my carry
on and out the door I
went. As you can only
imagine I was still half
asleep.

As I began to
awaken I thought of
the one question that is
on everyone else's
mind…."did I forget
anything?" toothbrush,
got it, make-up, got it,
sweater for cooler
evenings, got it, I think
I was doing pretty
good, ready to have
some fun. Besides, if I
had forgotten anything
I could just buy it in
L.A.

As I approached
the security counter I
threw my bags on the
belt and walked
through the medal
detector. The security
guard stopped what
she was doing and
asked who belonged to
the red bag…oh! No!
It was mine; I headed
over to the "interroga-
tion" area where my
bag began to get strip
searched.

She so abruptly
took out my shampoo,
hairspray, shine spray
and gel….I looked at
her with fear in my
eyes and said, "What
are you doing with
those things?" she said
“I'm sorry ma'am but
these are not regula-
tion size, they must be
thrown away or
checked in with your
other luggage.” I did
not have time to go

back out and check my
precious hair products,
but I couldn't lose
them either. Did she
know how long it took
me to put these fabu-
lous pieces together, it
took years to create the
perfect hair regimen
and now she is going
to throw them in a
large misfit bin with
other over sized lonely
items!!

OMG! This could
ruin my trip. I wanted
to cry, I wanted to grab
her and say, “Hey
lady…take my blow
dryer, take my
sweater, take my darn
boyfriend….but please
don't take my hair
products!”

As sweat began to
run down my face, I
had to come to grips
with this horrible situ-
ation. Was this the end
of the world? Almost.
Could these products
be replaced? Well of
course but will I spend
half of my time look-
ing for them in the
downtown L.A. area.
Or will I have to just
suck it up and make
due.

With only mo-
ments until boarding, I
decided, and quickly I
might add, that there
are many other things
in life more important
than my hairspray and
they can very well be
replaced when I get
home, but for now my
lesson was hold on
tight to what really
matters and allow the
small stuff to be
thrown away into the
misfit bin of life. We
may hurt for a while
but as I would like to
believe, there will
always be a rainbow
following a gloomy
day of rain.

Suzette
Audia

140 DAYS OF OPPORTUNITY

Senate Passes 70th Bill of Session to
House Accepting Federal Stimulus Money

BY: TESSA
HOWINGTON

It was another short
week in Austin for the
Legislators last week, but
again they were very pro-
ductive.

The Texas House of
Representatives’ Criminal
Jurisprudence Committee
passed House Bill (HB)
498 by Representative
Ruth Jones McClendon on
Tuesday, April 14. HB 498
creates a commission to
investigate and overturn
wrongful convictions in
Texas.

The Commission,
named the Timothy Cole
Innocence Commission,
after Timothy Cole, an
Army veteran wrongly
imprisoned for over 25
years and died shortly
before his conviction was
overturned due to a false
eye witness statement,
would study various types
of evidence, procedures for
evidence collection and
processing, and develop
policies to ensure evidence
is not contaminated or
false.

Governor Rick Perry
designated the overseeing
and review of convictions
an emergency issue for the
lawmakers earlier this ses-
sion and Timothy Cole’s
family has been to the
Capitol several times to
meet with lawmakers. The
bill, which is not yet sched-
uled to be voted on by the
whole House, is expected
to pass soon.

Also on Tuesday, the
Senate Health and Human

Services Committee heard
Senate Bill (SB) 544 by
Rodney Ellis. SB 544
institutes a state wide
smoking ban in all estab-
lishments except for smok-
ing rooms in lodging facil-
ities, veteran or fraternal
halls, or registered smok-
ing bars and tobacco shops.

Ellis said, “Our state
and our state's employers
need to embrace policies
and programs that will
truly clear the air, improve
health for every Texan, and
make a positive contribu-
tion to managing rising
health care costs in Texas."

As of Friday, April 17,
the bill was still pending in
committee; if passed into
law, Texas would become
the 25th state in the nation
to outlaw smoking. Cur-
rently 28 Texas cities have
a smoking ban.

While most of the gen-
eral public was finishing
their taxes or attending
TEA Parties on Wednes-
day, April 15, the Senate
passed two bills.

First was Carlos
Uresti’s SB1049. This bill
changes the minimum legal
age of people who can buy
cigarettes from 18 to 19. If
passed, it is estimated there
would be a 20 percent drop
in cigarette smokers who
are 18 or younger. The
state is also estimated to
lose $12 million in revenue
from tobacco sales, but
would save more in state
paid medical expenses to
people who suffer from a
smoking related sickness.

The second bill passed

was SB 1175 by Dan
Patrick. If passed, SB 1175
would make it a crime for
people to refuse to give
correct identifying infor-
mation about themselves to
a police officer if arrested
or lawfully detained.

As of Friday, April 17,
neither Senate Bill is
scheduled for review by
the House.

On Thursday, April 16,
Governor Perry signed this
session’s first bill into law.
SB 769, by Senator
Tommy Williams, would
cut costs and speed up
electricity restoration after
a natural disaster. The new
law would allow utility
companies to use secure
financing to quickly attain
funds to repair and recon-
nect the power infrastruc-
ture in damaged areas.
Allowing utility companies
to finance repairs will
make restoration quicker
and lower the cost to con-
sumers after the disaster.

“I don’t want to rain on
anyone’s parade, but
Hurricane Ike isn’t the last
storm that’ll ever hit Texas.
The bill I’m signing today
will help us prepare even
better for the next storm
and recover more quickly
when it has gone,”
Governor Perry said. He
later added, “With every
storm, we examine our
approaches to do better
next time. This legislation
is part of that process and it
will better prepare Texas to
recover from Mother
Nature’s next big show.”

Also on Thursday, The

House passed HB 2113 to
the Senate.

Armondo Walle’s bill
would create a paid holiday
on September 11 for fire-
fighters and police in
recognition of efforts on
September 11, 2001. The
House passed the bill unan-
imously and it was
received for review by the
Senate’s Intergovernmental
Relations Committee but
as of Friday, April 17, not
yet on their calendar.

On Friday, the Senate
passed their 70th bill to the
House this session. SB
1569, by Kevin Eltife,
would allow Texas to
accept federal stimulus
money for unemployment
benefits despite the
Governor’s disapproval.
Doing so would also
change the way the State
calculates benefits paid to
citizens. The bill would
also allow part timers who
quit their jobs due to fami-
ly obligations to receive
unemployment benefits.
The House has not sched-
uled SB 1569 for review as
of Friday, April 17.

Saturday, April 18, the
House announced they
have passed their version
of the state’s budget. The
House’s version reduces
spending by 2.5 percent,
uses $11 billion of federal
stimulus money on one
time expenditures, and
allots $8 billion for general
revenue, totaling $178 bil-
lion for the next two years.
It will be received by the
Senate on Monday, April
20, for review.

New Board Leadership At DFW Airport
Dallas resident Ben P.

Muro will assume his new
role as chairman of the DFW
International Airport Board
of Directors on April 1,
2009. Muro has served on
the Board since May 2005
and most recently served as
the vice chair. Joining Muro
on the Board’s leadership

team will be Francisco
Hernandez of Fort Worth as
vice chair and Robert Hsueh
of Dallas as secretary.

Muro brings more than
20 years of leadership in
human resources, in addition
to his extensive knowledge
in the operation of govern-
ment entities and private

businesses. Muro currently
serves as director of Human
Resources for Acme Brick
Company in Fort Worth, and
has also led the Greater
Dallas Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce and served on
the Dallas County Local
Workforce Development
Board.

“Ben brings an extensive
and diverse business back-
ground to DFW’s Board
leadership,” said Dallas
Mayor Tom Leppert. “He
has served on the Board with
distinction for the past four
years, having already
demonstrated his skills as
the vice chair.”
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CALVARY
PHILADELPHIA
MISSIONARY BC

April 25, 9 am – 2:30 pm
Annual Women’s
Conference with the
theme: “Living Your
Benediction.” Workshop
leaders are: Sisters Irma
Crayton from Inspiring
Body of Christ and Addie
Carroll from Greater El
Bethel MBC. Luncheon
speaker is Evangelist
Cathy Tennison from
Greenway Park COGIC.
For details call Sis.
Jacqueline Bell @ 214-
923-0292
Rev. J. H. Moore, Pastor

4703 Sunnyvale
Dallas, TX 75216

214-923-0292

DONAGASSAWAY
MITCHEL

PRODUCTION
May 2, 5 – 9 pm

Sponsored in part by Zan
W. Holmes Jr. Community
Life Center Ministries', the
3rd Annual Youth Crime
Prevention Event featuring
‘Break The Streets’. A
FREE Gang Prevention
Stage Play and fashion
show, rapper and steppers
showcase. Guests: Dallas
Mayor Tom Leppert and
Lancaster Mayor Marcus
Knight. Hostess: Miss
Community Diane Gibson
with 30 resource vendors
and more. For details call
James or Dona @ 972-
748-4648

Zan W. Holmes Jr.
Community Life Center
6211 East Grand Avenue

Dallas, TX 75223
972-748-4648

DFW INTERNATION-
AL

COMMUNITY
ALLIANCE

April 18 – May 17, 2009
Our 2nd Annual African
Unity Festival representing
18 African nations spon-
sored by the City of Dallas
Office of Economic
Development, Western
Union, Sam’s Foundation
and 1360AM KMNY.
April 25: FREE African
Film Festival, 1 pm - 5
pm. @ the Meadows
School of the Arts Center,
6101 Bishop Blvd., Greer
Garson Theatre, 3rd Floor.
Films are ‘God Grew
Tired of Us’ - Sudan;
‘War Dance’ - Uganda;
‘Angels in the Dust’ -
South Africa; and
‘Endurance’ – Ethiopia.
May 2: FREE Africa
Day, 12 Noon – 5 pm @
the J. Erik Jonnson Central
Library, 1515 Young
Street, downtown Dallas.
Interactive workshops for
children, African arts and
crafts and cultural booths
from 17 nations.

FRISCO UNIT BOYS &
GIRLS CLUB, COLLIN

COUNTY
Tonight, April 23, 2009

6:30 pm – 8 pm

FREE 1st Time
Homebuyer/Home Keeper
Workshop @ 8750
McKinney Road, Frisco,
TX 75034, 214-387-8405.
Sponsored by Mrs. Kedah
Terry with Secant Realty
@ 214-705-5067.

FAITHWAY
FELLOWSHIP BC OF
HAMILTON PARK
April 26, 3:30 pm

Join us in honoring Pastor
Derrick, Sr. & Lady Diane
Bowman for six years of
Ministry with Dr. Gregory
Foster, Senior Pastor from
First BC of Hamilton
Park. Theme: Called,
Chosen & Faithful:
Worthy of Honor.
Rev. Derrick Bowman,

Sr.
8219 Bunche Drive
Dallas, TX 75243

972-792-0240

FELLOWSHIP
BAPTIST CHURCH OF

ALLEN
“THE SHIP”

ON GOING, 9 am-4 pm

Monday-Friday
Prayer Lines for those in
need are 972-649-0566
and 972-649-0567.

April 2009
Wednesdays, 7 pm

Get your praise on,
Wednesday Night Live
(WNL) @ our main cam-
pus, 200 Belmont Drive in
Allen. Call the church for
details.
Rev. W. L. Stafford, Sr.
M. Div., Senior Pastor

1550 Edelweiss
(Service Location)
200 Belmont Drive
(Church Address)
Allen, TX 75013
972-359-9956

MOUNT HEBRON
CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

May 16, 11:30 am
Annual Banquet honoring
the memory and contribu-
tions of Brother Charles
Williams, one of the
founding fathers of the
school. For details call
Ms. Primm or Ms. Geneva
@ 972-272-8095

901 Dairy Road

Garland, TX 75040
972-272-8095

THE REDEEMED
CHRISTIAN

CHURCH OF GOD
23, 10 am – 4 pm

Come to a Health Fair for
nutritional information,
blood donations, blood
pressure checks, vision
screenings and physical

fitness. We are addressing
the health needs of indi-
viduals and planting the
seeds for a healthier
future. Sponsored by Men
of Valor, a Department of
the Voice of Jesus Parish.
Voice of Jesus Parish
514 North Elm Street
Denton, TX 76201

940-387-3355

Church Happenings

One, two or three lots for sale at Restland in
North Dallas; located in the beautiful and
peaceful Serenity Gardens Section
(Southeast corner of Greenville Avenue &
Restland Road.) Market value $3450 each,
but selling price negotiable. View plots by
appointment only. Call 972-606-3878,
972-416-6109, or 469-235-5808.

PRIME BURIAL LOTS FOR SALE

The New Light Church
ENCOURAGING, EMPOWERING, EVANGELIZING

“Taste and see that the LORD is Good.”

Shaun Rabb, Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30AM
Sunday Worship Service 11:00AM

Thursday Night Live At The Light 7:00PM

Come, Experience
The Light!

www.newlightchurchdallas.org

9314 Elam Rd. | Dallas, TX 75217
214.391.3430
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Plano Candidates Speak Cover Story

Mayor of Plano (Place 6)
Candidate: Phil G. Dyer
Phone: 972-461-7104
E-mail: phil@phildyer.org
Website: www.phildyer.org

In 50 words or less, relate the
knowledge, skills or experience your
candidacy offers voters: In my 25

years in Plano, I have served on the city council (1999-
2005), Planning and Zoning Commission (1995-1999),
The Park Board (1988-1994), and the Horizon Committee
(1984-1986). I have also served on many non-profit
boards.

Have you previously been a candidate for this or
another office? Yes. Plano City Council 1999-2005.

If successful, what would be your top three (3) pri-
orities in this elective office? a. Budget. b. Public safety.
c. Economic development.

If successful, what would you do to improve this
office? I will always attempt to share as much information
as possible with the citizens, and to seek their input.

How would you relate the problems/progress of this
public office? Be specific: The biggest problem for the
mayor is that there are 260,000 citizens that want the
mayor to do it their way. I will do my best to make the best
long-term decisions for all citizens.

What do citizens deserve from this public office?
They deserve respect. The mayor must listen to the citi-
zens, be honest with the citizens, and practice open gov-
ernment.

How does your character, work ethic or expertise
match citizen needs and expectations? In my previous
years on the city council, I had a reputation as a good lis-
tener and as a consensus builder. That will not change as
mayor.

What, if any, are your campaign promises/pledges
to the electorate? Be specific: My pledge is to treat the
citizens with the respect they deserve, and to make the best
decisions I can for the long-term future of Plano.

Plano City Council Place 2
Candidate: Ben G. Harris
Phone: Daytime: 972-618-2683
E-mail: ben@votebenharris.com
Website: www.votebenharris.com
Campaign chair: Al Valente
Campaign treasurer: John
Longstreet

In 50 words or less, relate the
knowledge, skills or experience your candidacy offers
voters: My unique blend of private sector business expe-
rience, service on boards for local non-profits, the City of
Plano, Collin County and the State of Texas have provided
me exposure to a broad range of local issues that will
enable me to be an effective council member from day one.

Have you previously been a candidate for this or
another office? No.

If successful, what would be your top three (3) pri-
orities in this elective office? a. Solving Plano’s budget

Editor’s Note: The North Dallas Gazette offered all
candidates the opportunity to answer the same ques-
tions. Below are the responses we received from can-
didates for office in the City of Plano, in their own
words. Next week we will continue Part II providing
answers received from candidates for office in the
cities of Allen, Irving and Garland. Election Day is
Saturday May 9, 2009.

issues. b. Public safety. c. Economic development.
If successful, what would you do to improve this

office? I will keep public safety at the top of the priority
list in Plano. An EMS response team was recently cut from
Plano’s budget, and that could decrease response times.
Once we start down the path of cutting core services that
Plano residents expect, we risk losing the things that make
Plano the great city that it is.

How would you relate the problems/progress of this
public office? Be specific: The current council has done
an outstanding job of managing our budget situation. They
have cut expenses to be in line with revenues, and I am
confident that we will be able to weather this financial
storm by keeping our taxes low, and our quality of life and
city services high.

What do citizens deserve from this public office?
Citizens deserve a councilmember who will be completely
accessible, not just during the campaign, but while on
council as well. Call me or send me an e-mail to let me
know what’s on your mind, and you will always receive a
prompt response. I will always listen to what you have to
say.

How does your character, work ethic or expertise
match citizen needs and expectations? I have a success-
ful track record of fighting for Plano that has yielded sig-
nificant, tangible results. Serving on the 2007 Collin
County Bond Program, I worked with fellow Plano resi-
dents, as well as citizens from across the county, to change
the framework of the bond program to allow for county
funds to be used for the reconstruction and rehabilitation of
Plano’s roads. This procured more than $10 million in addi-
tional funds for Plano, and will be an ongoing source of
funding for years to come.

What, if any, are your campaign promises/pledges to
the electorate? Be specific: I will work harder than any-
one else. I will always make decisions based on what is
best for the entire City of Plano. I will work tirelessly to
ensure that Plano’s future is as bright as its past. I will
always be completely accessible. I will hold monthly office
hours to allow any resident to come in and have their voice
be heard. I will listen and be responsive to the needs of all
of Plano.

Plano City Council Place 8
Candidate: Lee Dunlap
Campaign phone: 972-758-9290
E-mail: lee@leedunlap.com
Website: www.leedunlap.com

In 50 words or less, relate the
knowledge, skills or experience your
candidacy offers voters: I have three

years’ experience on the council, and ten years’ experience
on city boards. I have 20 years’ experience of community
service. I have run my own business for over 25 years. My
two degrees include training in city and transportation
planning.

Have you previously been a candidate for this or
another office? Yes. Plano City Council Place 8, in 2006.

If successful, what would be your top three (3) pri-
orities in this elective office? a. Not raising taxes or fees.
b. Redevelop aging communities and infrastructure. c.
Increase ethnic diversity in city staff.

If successful, what would you do to improve this
office? I want it to be more accessible and open to new
ideas. I want to encourage more participation in city-based
events, and government by all citizens.

If an incumbent, why are you seeking re-election?
What remains to be done? What could you reasonably
accomplish in another term? Plano is a diverse city, but
interest in city jobs and politics is not keeping pace with the

demographics. We need to continue the work of welcoming
diversity.

How would you relate the problems/progress of this
public office? Be specific: The city council had made
progress in reaching out through the MCOR program.
However, there is much more to be done.

What do citizens deserve from this public office?
They deserve to have their council members readily acces-
sible and engaged in the same community activities as they
are. That is the only way they can understand the commu-
nity issues.

How does your character, work ethic or expertise
match citizen needs and expectations? I live, work and
play in Plano. My wife and I attend every community event
we possibly can. We support many community service
organizations with our time and money. This allows me to
hear and experience the issues in the community.

What, if any, are your campaign promises/pledges
to the electorate? Be specific: I will be accessible. I will
fight to not raise taxes or fees. I will urge council to roll
back their stipends. I will fight to keep revenue generated
in Plano used on projects to benefit Plano. I will encourage
diversity in city hiring and politics.

PISD Board of Trustees – Place 6
Candidate: Nathan Barbera
Phone: 972-612-7977
E-mail: info@electnathan.com
Website: www.electnathan.com

In 50 words or less, relate the
knowledge, skills or experience your
candidacy offers voters: I have served
on district-wide PISD committees and

task forces, including the 2002 Blue Ribbon Boundary
Committee, the 2004 and 2008 Facilities and Technology
Task Forces, and the Plano Education Foundation’s
Educator Internship Program. Further, I am a life-long resi-
dent of the PISD area and attended PISD schools from K-12.

Have you previously been a candidate for this or
another office? Yes. PISD Board of Trustees Place 7, in
2006.

If successful, what would be your top three (3) prior-
ities in this elective office? a. Improve school and district
accountability ratings. b. Maintain a balanced budget. c.
Increase teacher pay and retention.

If successful, what would you do to improve this
office? I would make sure the PISD focuses on maintaining
a balanced budget on a year-to-year basis. I would like to
improve the district’s accountability rating.

How would you relate the problems/progress of this
public office? Be specific: The biggest problem the PISD
faces is the current system of school financing. The district
has received no increase in funding in three years and must
focus on working with the money it has, rather than what it
hopes to receive in the future.

What do citizens deserve from this public office?
Citizens deserve a school board that listens to and truly rep-
resents the interests of the students, parents, teachers and
taxpayers of the district.

How does your character, work ethic or expertise
match citizen needs and expectations? My character and
work ethic have never been, and never will be, called into
question. My experience with the PISD is extensive, and I
believe I am the candidate in my race with the most expert-
ise to serve as PISD Trustee.

What, if any, are your campaign promises/pledges to
the electorate? Be specific: I promise that I will always be
accessible, accountable and will make all my decisions
based on the best interests of the students, teachers and par-
ents of the PISD. See CANDIDATES, Page 10



It’s no secret that
2008 was rough on most
investors. And 2009 did-
n’t get off to a particular-
ly good start, either. Yet
there’s still plenty of
time left this year to
upgrade your investment
portfolio in a way that
can help you stay on
track toward your long-
term goals.

But what exactly
does it mean to
“upgrade” your portfo-
lio? Do you have to sys-
tematically go through
your investments and
eliminate all those that
performed poorly last

year? Or should you just
sell of any investments
that you think are risky?

Neither one of these
ideas are good solutions.
In the first place, a bear
market such as we’ve
experienced tends to drag
everything down, even
quality investments.
Furthermore, you can’t
get rid of all investments
that carry some risk —
because all investments
carry some risk. So
instead of taking either of
these two approaches,
consider the following
moves:

• Review your portfo-
lio objectives. Your
investment objectives are
based in large part on
your risk tolerance and

stage of life. If these fac-
tors have changed, you
may need to rebalance
your portfolio. In fact, it’s
a good idea to rebalance
your holdings at least
once a year, regardless of
the markets or your life
situation.

• Increase your portfo-
lio’s quality. Right now,
you can find many quality
investments that are
attractively priced. In past
market recoveries, these
types of investments usu-
ally have recovered faster
than lower-quality ones.
Although past perform-
ance is not an indication
of future results, the
biggest gains usually
occur early in market ral-
lies. You don’t want to

wait too long to explore
these opportunities.

• Don’t overload on a
single investment. In gen-
eral, it’s not a good idea
for a single stock to total
more than 5% of your
portfolio. In recent
months, many investors
have learned the hard way
about the dangers of hold-
ing too much stock in a
single company — even
one that once appeared to
be a blue chip firm. And
the same principle applies
to your employer’s stock:
If it’s offered as an option
in your 401(k), don’t go
overboard on it.

• Own a sufficient
number of stocks. How
many stocks should you
own to diversify the equi-

ty portion of your portfo-
lio? There’s no one right
answer for everyone, but
to really attain proper
diversification, you may
need to own at least 20 to
25 stocks, spread out
among all the major
industry sectors. Of
course, diversification by
itself cannot guarantee a
profit or protect against
loss, but it can give you
more chances for success
while helping to reduce
the effects of volatility on
your portfolio.

• Invest in a range of
fixed-income securities.
Just as you need to own a
reasonable amount of
stocks, you should also
own a number of fixed-
income vehicles — per-

haps 10 to 20, depending
on your situation. You can
diversify these holdings
by purchasing different
types of bonds — corpo-
rate, municipal and
Treasury — and certifi-
cates of deposit. To fur-
ther diversify, buy fixed-
income vehicles with
varying maturities.

You can’t control the
economy or the financial
markets. But by following
the proven techniques
described above, you can
help control your own
financial destiny. Con-
sider taking action soon.

Please contact me at
roger.behymer@edwardjo
nes.com or 972-542-7045
if you have any questions.
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AIR CONDITIONER PARTS

ATTENTION A/C TECHNICIANS
Ignition Control (Two Stage Spark)

For Sale

Part #CNT04717x13651111-010
Paid $200 – Will Take $100

972-606-3891

ARE YOU CONCERNED ABOUT YOUR
HEALTH CARE COSTS?
I’M HERE TO HELP

To learn about Medicare Advantage Plans and
Medicare Advantage prescription drug plans,

please call me.

ANTHOINETTE ADAMS
Secure Horizons

817-861-2023 | aanthoinette@yahoo.com

HEALTH CARE

Business Service Directory

Upgrade Your Portfolio in 2009
Roger D
Behymer

Economic Development Summit to be held in Collin County
Sponsored by Collin County Alumnae Chapter of

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. and Collin County
Black Chamber of Commerce

The Collin County Alumnae Chapter of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. along with the Collin
County Black Chamber of Commerce will host an
Economic Development Summit on Saturday, April 25,
2009, at the Collin County Community College
Preston Ridge Campus – Event Center, 9700 Wade

Blvd., Frisco, Texas 75034. This event will be held
from 8 AM – 12:15 PM. Local entrepreneurs, small
business owners, corporate professionals and students
are welcome to participate. This event is free and open
to the public. .

Participants of the Economic Development Summit
will join other professionals in a dynamic educational
experience and explore topics of economic develop-
ment for Collin County. Thanks to Al Herron, keynote

speaker, of Century 21 Galloway-Herron and the pre-
senters, Dexter Thomas-Dexter Thomas Financial
Service, Marva Perry-Chick Fil-A (Beltline@ Preston
Rd.), Lynell Jones-Keller Williams, Keevin Dailey-
Dailey Mortgage and Jannie Kinsey-Goods-Cadbury
for making this event possible.

For more information on becoming a sponsor or to
register please contact Kathy Mayweather at
k_mayweather@hotmail.com.

CANDIDATES, continued from Page 9
PISD School Board Place 6
Candidate: Marilyn A. Hinton
Phone: 972-442-9632
E-mail: mari-
lyn.hinton@gmail.com
Website:
www.marilynhintonforpisd.com

In 50 words or less, relate
the knowledge, skills or experience your candi-
dacy offers voters: I was a PISD Head Start
teacher, taught Early Childhood Education classes
at Brookhaven College, a Diversity Advocacy
Committee member, attended all but two board
meetings this year and 5 last year, met with admin-
istrative staff.

Have you previously been a candidate for this
or another office? No.

If successful, what would be your top three
(3) priorities in this elective office? a. Improve
community service projects. b. Explore ways to
support an ever-increasing diverse population. c.
Budget balancing and fiscal responsibility.

If successful, what would you do to improve
this office? Explore avenues to encourage parents

to be more involved in the school district.
How would you relate the problems/progress

of this public office? Be specific: A problem is
going to Austin as much as possible to get money
from the state. I can make progress in this area
because I will be a full-time board member.

What do citizens deserve from this public
office? The citizens deserve communication and
the truth about stories pertaining to education in the
paper. They deserve thoughtful, intelligent and pas-
sionate people working for the entire district.

How does your character, work ethic or
expertise match citizen needs and expectations?
I am a former teacher, parent and volunteer in the
district, which helps me identify with many groups
in the district. I have also sat on several commit-
tees, including school-based site committees, PTA,
etc.

What, if any, are your campaign promis-
es/pledges to the electorate? Be specific: To pro-
mote more community service projects. b. To
encourage children to become critical thinkers. c.
To support the teachers as they deal with an ever-
increasing diverse population.

See CANDIDATES, Page 13



an organization that remains
the single organization
linked to civil rights advoca-
cy throughout the world; the
National Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People. Known internation-
ally as the NAACP, this
organization quickly estab-
lished branches throughout
the United States of
America.

The first branch of the
NAACP in Texas was estab-
lished in El Paso in 1915.
The founding of this unit
cannot be told without the
relating of the life of its most
noted chartering member,
Dr. Lawrence Aaron Nixon,
Black physician and voting-
rights advocate, was born in
Marshall, on Feb. 7 or 9,
1884, the son of Charles and
Jennie (Engledow) Nixon.
He attended Wiley College
in Marshall and received his
M.D. degree in 1906 from
Meharry Medical College,
Nashville, Tenn.

He began practice in
Cameron, Milam County,
Texas. In 1909 there were
ten lynchings of Black men
in Texas, one of which
occurred in Cameron on
Nov. 4 and influenced Nixon
to become a civil-rights
advocate. In December he
moved to El Paso. There he
established a successful
medical practice, helped
organize a Methodist con-
gregation, voted in
Democratic primary and
general elections, and in
1910 helped to organize the
local chapter of the National
Association for the
Advancement of Colored

People.
In 1924 NAACP Field

Secretary William Pickens
visited El Paso and
announced that the NAACP
intended to test the constitu-
tionality of the Terrell Law.
The Terrell Law was passed
in 1923 by the Texas
Legislature, which stated “In
no event shall a Negro be
eligible to participate in a
Democratic primary elec-
tion…in…Texas.” On July
26, 1924, with the sponsor-
ship of the NAACP, Nixon
took his poll-tax receipt to a
Democratic primary polling
place and was refused a bal-

lot. Thus began a twenty-
year struggle in which
Nixon and his El Paso attor-
ney, Fred C. Knollenberg,
twice carried their case to
the United States Supreme
Court.

In 1927 Nixon v.
Herndon, Justice Oliver
Wendell Holmes wrote the
decision that Nixon had
been unlawfully deprived of
his rights under the
Fourteenth Amendment. In
1932 Justice Benjamin
Cardozo ruled for Nixon
again, in Nixon v. Condon,
holding that political parties
are “custodians of official

power…the instruments by
which government becomes
a living thing.” The Nixon
cases were major steps
toward voting rights, but
there were legal loopholes
under which the state and
the Democratic partyqv con-
tinued to deny primary votes
to Blacks. It was not until
the decision in Smith v.
Allwright ended the White

primaryqv that the way was
cleared, and on July 22,
1944, Dr. and Mrs. Nixon
walked into the same El
Paso voting place and voted
in a Democratic primary.
Nixon was married first to
Esther Calvin, who died in
1918, then in 1935 to
Drusilla Tandy Porter, who
survived him. He had four
children. Nixon died on

March 6, 1966, as a result of
an automobile accident.

Sources: Conrey Bryson,
Dr. Lawrence A. Nixon and
the White Primary (El Paso,
Texas Western Press, l974);
Dr. Lawrence A. Nixon
Papers, Lyndon B. Johnson
Library, University of Texas,
Austin.

Hattie Kelly, TPA
President
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NAACP, continued from Page 1

“There’s no doubt
about it, the Hispanic com-
munity must stand togeth-
er and be counted in the
2010 census. Boycott
groups are uniting and
bringing attention to the
important issue of immi-
gration reform, though
well intentioned, their
efforts are failing to take
into account the long-term
implications of their
actions. 2010 census num-
bers will affect the daily

lives of all Hispanics
throughout the next ten
years; we must not let this
important opportunity for
representation pass us by.”

“It is vital for all peo-
ple, especially minorities,
to be counted. Census
numbers help decide the
number of U.S. House
members each state is enti-
tled to have and provide
the private sector with
necessary data to make
business investments in

specific communities,
both of which, will have a
dramatic impact on our
nations future.

The Obama adminis-
tration continues to move
forward on immigration
reform and we must have
patience as we develop
comprehensive solutions.
It will continue to take
time, but in the meanwhile
we should encourage
everyone to be counted in
the 2010 census.”

BOYCOTT, continued from Page 1 Obituary for Joe A. Hudson Jr.
August 24, 1922 - April

15, 2009 Beloved husband,
father, and grandfather. Joe
is survived by his wife of 62
years, Dorothy Elliott
Hudson; his sons, Joe Jr.
(Skipper) and Michael Sr.;
his grandsons, Steven and
Michael Jr.; and his grand-
daughters, April and
Elizabeth.

Born in Dallas Texas,
Joe attended Bishop College
in Marshall, Texas and later
moved to Los Angeles and
earned a Master's degree
from California State
University, Los Angeles.

Joe worked as Physical
Education Director at the
Moorland Branch YMCA in
Dallas. Joe became the first
Black from Dallas to com-
plete the National Red Cross
Aquatic School at West
Virginia State College,
thereby certifying him to
train lifeguards and life-
guard instructors. He began
his teaching career at Fred
Douglas Elementary School
in Dallas. After moving to
Los Angeles, he worked 40
years with the Los Angeles
Unified School District as a
teacher, counselor, and work

experience advisor. Joe was
a member of Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity.

Funeral services were
held on April 22 at
Crenshaw United Methodist
Church in Los Angeles.

Joe Hudson Jr.



Mt. Hebron Christian
Academy’s gymnasium
will be transformed into an
art gallery, during the
school’s annual luncheon,
Saturday May 16, 2009 at
11:30 a.m. Artists from all
over the city, will exhibit
art work to be sold during
the school’s first major
fundraising luncheon.

The school will also
celebrate it’s15th birthday
and pay tribute to one of
the school’s biggest sup-
porters who recently die.

“We have a lot to cele-
brate and remember,” said
Carolyn Primm, Mt
Hebron Director. “I hope
the community will join
with us in celebrating and
remembering, the schools
growth, and Charles
Williams contributions.”

Garland Mayor Ron
Jones will be the keynote
speaker and Peter Arnel
from KRLD Radio will
host the event and Pastor
Leach from Mt Hebron
Missionary Baptist
Church, will present the
teacher of the year award.
Event organizers are
expecting 300 attendees.

Nationally renowned
artists such as Annie Lee,
Frank Frazier and others
have contributed artwork
to the 90-minute art extrav-
aganza. There will be a
mixture of African-
American figurative art, as
well as contemporary
abstracts art. The public is
invited to this event.

“Children, art and edu-
cation are my passion,”
said National renowned
artist Annie Lee. “ I
applaud the efforts of the
school and look forward to
seeing the amazing contri-
butions those children will
make to the world.”

World renowned artist
Frank Frazier, lends his
support and has donated art
to the exhibit.

“Children are our
future and we should all
spare no expense when it

comes to their education,”
he said.

All of the proceeds
from the sale of art and
donations to the luncheon
will go toward providing
scholarships and educa-
tional enhancements for
the students. It cost about
$5,000 to educate a student
at Mt Hebron. Some of the
students are from the low
income area that surrounds
the school. Money raised
will provide more, com-
puters, scholarships and
other much needed learn-
ing tools.

Mt. Hebron Christian
Academy opened its doors
with just one student in
March 1994.

The academy’s growth
reflects its current enroll-
ment of 150 students. Mt
Hebron provides early
childhood education for
toddlers through fourth
grade.

Mr. Charles Williams,
who was one of the most
staunch supporters of the
school passed in the fall of
2008. The banquet will be
in memory of his work at
the school. Many of the
students graduating Mt.
Hebron go on to enter the
Gifted and Talented
Programs in districts all
over North Texas.

For more information
and free tickets to the
event, call Ms. Geneva at
972 272-8095 or call
Stephanie Ward at Red
Lime Media at 214 774-
2194. www.mthebronwins.
vpweb.com
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CITY OF GARLAND, TEXAS

Suppliers of Goods, Services
and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
www.bidsync.com

www.garlandpurchasing.com

City of
Plano, Texas

CAREER EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION

www.plano.gov
AA/EOE/ADA

DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING
AND REWARDGING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

• Competitive wages
• Array of benefits

• Education incentive pay
• . . . and more

SIGN UP TO TAKE
THE CITY OF IRVING’S NEXT

CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM.
CALL (972) 721-2532 TO REGISTER.

The City of Irving does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion,
age, or disability in employment or the provision of services.

wwwwww..cciittyyooffiirrvviinngg..oorrgg Alternate School Crossing Guard

Deck Attendant

Lifeguard

Pump Station Operator

Swim Instructor

Telecommunications Dispatcher

Workforce Services 1945 E. Jackson Road
Carrollton, TX  75011-0535

Direct Line: (972) 466-3090
Website: http://www.cityofcarrollton.com
•Your must apply online via our website

Equal Opportunity Employer

CITY OF CARROLLTON

TISEO PAVING COMPANY
419 E. Hwy. 80, Mesquite, TX  75150

Tel: (972) 289-0723 Fax (972) 216-5637
www.tiseopaving.com

Performing Concrete Street Paving
in the Metroplex Area

We Accept Subcontracting Bids
For All Public Works Projects

in the Dallas Area.
We Are Accepting Applications for
Concrete Mixer Drivers and Heavy

Equipment Mechanics

Equal Opportunity Employer

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS OF PROPOSED TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF 

RANSPORTATION (TxDOT) CONTRACTS
Sealed proposals for contracts listed below will be received by TxDOT until

the date(s) shown below, and then publicly read.
CONSTRUCTION/MAINTENANCE/BUILDING FACILITIES CONTRACT(S)---------------------------------------------------------

Dist/Div: Fort Worth
Contract 6191-48-001 for CONCRETE BRIDGE BEAM REPAIR in TARRANT County

will be received on May 19, 2009 until 10:30 am and opened on May 19, 2009 at 11:00
am at the District Office for an estimate of $26,950.00.

Contract 6193-94-001 for FULL DEPTH REPAIR OF EXIST CONCRETE PAV in TAR-
RANT County will be opened on June 09, 2009 at 1:00 pm at the State Office for an esti-

mate of $476,035.61.
Contract 6193-98-001 for FULL DEPTH REP OF EXIST CONCRETE PAV in TARRANT
County, etc will be opened on June 10, 2009 at 1:00 pm at the State Office for an esti-

mate of $488,338.70.
Contract 6194-08-001 for GUARDRAIL INSTLLATION/REPAIR in TARRANT County, etc

will be opened on June 10, 2009 at 1:00 pm at the State Office for an estimate of
$1,664,080.40.

Contract 6194-09-001 for GUARDRAIL INSTALLATION/REPAIR in TARRANT County
will be opened on June 09, 2009 at 1:00 pm at the State Office for an estimate of

$946,255.00.
Contract 6194-91-001 for POTHOLE REPAIR in TARRANT County, etc will be opened

on June 09, 2009 at 1:00 pm at the State Office for an estimate of $400,090.06.
Contract 6195-38-001 for STEEL BRIDGE BEAM REPAIR in TARRANT County will be
received on May 19, 2009 until 10:30 am and opened on May 19, 2009 at 11:00 am at

the District Office for an estimate of $39,400.00.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Plans and specifications are available for inspection, along with bidding proposals, and appli-
cations for the TxDOT Prequalified Contractor's list, at the applicable State and/or Dist/Div
Offices listed below.  If applicable, bidders must submit prequalification information to TxDOT
at least 10 days prior to the bid date to be eligible to bid on a project.  Prequalification mate-
rials may be requested from the State Office listed below.  Plans for the above contract(s)
are available from TxDOT's website at www.txdot.gov and
from reproduction companies at the expense of the contractor.
NPO: 29392 State Office

Constr./Maint. Division
200 E. Riverside Dr.
Austin, Texas  78704
Phone: 512-416-2540
Dist/Div Office(s)
Dallas District

District Engineer
4777 E. Hwy 80

Mesquite, Texas 75150-6643
Phone: 214-320-6100

Minimum wage rates are set out in bidding documents and the rates will be part of the contract.
TXDOT ensures that bidders will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, sex, or
national origin.

Contact: 972-606-7498 for Career Opportunity Advertising

For more entertainment news visit www.NorthDallasGazette.comGarland Mayor Speaks
at School Luncheon
and Art Exhibit 



Syndicated columnist,
Eunice Moseley, ann-
ounces the launch of her
new website, www.the
pulseofentertainment.com/.
The website will archive
her weekly The Pulse of
Entertainment column,
which has an estimated
weekly readership of 1.4
million. 

It currently appears
weekly at www.eurweb.
com/ (columns) then syndi-
cated and appears also in
The Baltimore Times, The
Annapolis Times, Houston
Style Magazine, Crunch
Magazine, Houston
Chronicle, North Dallas
Gazette, The New Citizen’s
Press and Internet maga-
zines DV8 Magazine,
NMyHood, Crunch-
Magazine, Profile-
Magazine, TheBCN.com,
Criterion, NorthDallas
Gazette.com and Baltimore
Times-Online.com.

With over twenty years
experience as a writer
Moseley has interviewed a
long list of major talents
and entertainment industry
players, as well as covered
the hottest events. Past
interviews that were her
favorites have included
Samuel L. Jackson, Denzel
Washington, Mo'Nique,
Jada Pinkette-Smith,
Rhianna,  Gladys Knight,
Steve Harvey, Mary Mary,
Will Smith, Kirk Franklin,
and Chris Rock. Eunice
has covered such events as
the NAACP Image
Awards, the Kid’s Choice
Awards, The Golden
Globe Awards, the BET
Awards, the Grammy
Awards, the ASCAP
Awards, and the
Nickelodeon Awards.

Moseley often has to
point out, about her col-
umn, that it is based on her
interviews, not necessarily

just her review of the proj-
ect or event.

“From day one I
believed people would
rather hear what high-pro-
file entertainment industry
individuals have to say, not
necessarily what someone
else or myself says,” she
said. “Though I do review
by giving my feelings and
comment on the projects or
events, you will never see
in The Pulse of Enter-tain-
ment rumors and state-
ments from some 'source'
that I can't identify in my
column.”

Aside from The Pulse
of Entertainment column,
the new website offers a
“spotlight,” blurb about up-
and-coming artists and
their just released projects,
a “news” blurb on what’s
happening with those pre-
viously featured and a
“video of the week.” It’s
“network” page has a

broadcasting video stream
of music videos, short
films, interviews and event
coverage that were featured
in the column; a radio feed
of music and interviews of
those featured, and a RSS
news feed of the latest
entertainment news and
reviews. 

Visitors to the website
can also visit the “photo
gallery” page full of pic-
tures of those covered in
the column, with a small
mention of their upcoming
projects and a link to their
websites; the “archive”
page stores past columns
(archiving is still underway
to include the full 20 year
span); the “guest writers”
page offers articles from
those who’d like to share

thoughts and information
about the entertainment
business; the “celebrity
quotes” page includes
thought provoking state-
ments from those in enter-
tainment who have had the
ultimate success, and the
“events” page list up-com-
ing events of those once
featured in The Pulse of
Entertainment column.

Eunice Moseley is also
known for her interviews
with up-and-coming talents
and reviews of community
events. Those talents and
events have since pro-
gressed to do great things.
She has a bachelor’s degree
in Telecommunications
from Morgan State
University and has worked
in television (Vanita

Productions) and radio
(WEBB - Hip-Hop/Gospel
format). Moseley currently
has over 20 years at The
Baltimore Times (1986)
and is currently their
Promotions Director (at-
large). She is also founder
and president of Freelance
Associates (1993), a con-
sulting firm which special-
izing in public rela-
tions/media and promo-
tions strategies. 

The Pulse of Enter-
tainment is also available,
after syndication, via
email. To subscribe to the
e-blast just email a request
to info@ThePulseof
Entertainment.com and in
the subject box type
“Subscribe.”
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NDG Syndicated Columnist Eunice Moseley
Announces the Launch of a New Website

Plano ISD Trustee,
Place 7
Candidate: Missy
Bender
Phone: 469-688-8774
E-mail: missyaben-
der@verizon.net
Website:

www.missybender.org
In 50 words or less, relate the knowl-

edge, skills or experience your candidacy
offers voters: Three years’ experience as a
full-time Trustee, earning the prestigious
“Master Trustee” designation from Texas
Association of School Boards, business
acumen from role as senior management
consultant at IBM, collaboration skills
working as liaison between community
organizations and PISD administration.

Have you previously been a candi-
date for this or another office? Yes, I am
the incumbent for this office and seek re-
election.

If successful, what would be your top
three (3) priorities in this elective office?
a. Prepare students for success in life in a
global economy; b. Recruit and retain the
most highly qualified teachers; c. Partner
with parents and the community.

If successful, what would you do to

improve this office? I will continue to
stimulate grassroots conversations in our
community to talk about a vision for the
future of public education in Plano ISD and
our state.

If an incumbent, why are you seeking
re-election? Because I experienced the
value of education first-hand, and am a first
generation college graduate. I remain com-
mitted to opening that door to a brighter
future for all children. 

What remains to be done?What could
you reasonably accomplish in another
term?  Continuing to influence the design
of a new statewide accountability system
that recognizes student growth and values
21st century skills; promoting the design of
a new school finance system that eliminates
the Robin Hood component; leading grass-
roots community conversations about a
new vision for public education that pre-
pares our children for their future rather
than our past.

How would you relate the prob-
lems/progress of this public office? Be
specific: I will continue to meet with com-
munity groups, parents, teachers and legis-
lators to talk about the successes, chal-
lenges and opportunities within Plano ISD.
I will continue to keep my website fresh

CANDIDATES, continued from Page 10

See CANDIDATES, Page 15
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Proud To Be An Active
Partner In The Community

Sponsored By:

Community Calendar Visit www.NorthDallasGazette.com and click on Community Calendar for more events!

Ongoing
African American
Repub-lican Club of
Collin County meets 3rd
Tuesday of every month
at 7 pm (Doors will open
at 6:30 pm) Collin
County Republican Party
Headquarters 8416 Stacy
Road, McKinney Call
Fred Moses at 972 618
7027 or fred@tes.com for
more information.  

Collin County Black
Chamber of Commerce:
Monthly Lunch &
Learn every 3rd
Thursday  $15 for mem-
bers; $20 for non-mem-
bers, 11:00am-1:00pm.
At Reel Thing Catfish
Cafe, 600 East Main
Street - Suite A, Allen,
TX 75002. For general
information and reserva-
tions call 469-424-0120.

DFW Financially Emp-
owered Women meet
monthly for lunch or din-
ner and a fun, informative
seminar on various finan-
cial topics. For info:  469-
942-0809 or meeet-
up.com/378.

Marriage Prep Class 1st
Saturdays monthly 423
West Wheatland Road
Suite 101, Duncanville
75116 $10 fee for materi-
als. For more info call
Karen Duval at 972-709-
1180.

No Limit Network
Business Networking
Lunch 1st and 3rd
Thursday 11:30 am -
12:30 pm every Thursday
at Texas Land & Cattle
Steak House 3945 N.
Central Expressway
Plano 75023 Must RSVP
a t
www.TheNoLimitNetwor
k.com or call Sylvia
Williams at 972-898-
5882.

The National Business
Women Enterprise
Network (NBWEN)
Learning Over Lunch
Series: Monthly work-
shop and networking
event giving members
and guests the opportuni-
ty to network, build rela-
tionships, present infor

mation on their business
and services, and most
importantly, learn differ-
ent ways to improve upon
and grow their business.
4th Saturdays, 11AM-
1PM, ReMarkable Affairs
Cafe, 
2727 LBJ Freeway, Suite
140, Dallas, $20 for
members; $35 for non-
members, $5 off for early
bird registration. Visit
nbwenorg.ning.com for
more information. THIS
IS A PREPAID EVENT
so register early!

Wit Women Conference
Call join this weekly con-
ference call if you need
encouragement, prayer, or
inspiration. Dial in
Tuesdays 7 pm - 7:15pm
to 218-486-1616, Code
10984 (may change each
week).

Egypt & Nile River
Cruise - 12/24/09 to
01/04/2010  Join in the
fun on an unforgettable
12-day journey. Go to
http://sdntravel09.group
toursite.com for details.
Then call 972-293-6075
for enrollment informa-
tion.

The  Gwendolyn Brooks
Reading Club (every
Saturday) is for children
ages 5-12. Children gain
the joy of reading and
becoming acquainted
with African American
authors while exploring
the theater & visual arts.
South Dallas Cultural
Center 3400 S. Fitzhugh
Ave  10 am - 12 pm FREE
tisha.crear@dallascityhall
.com 214-671-0727 

March 28 - October 25 
George Washington
Carver: An
Extraordinary Man
With A Mighty Vision at
The African American
Museum, 3536 Grand
Avenue, Historic Fair
Park, Dallas, TX, 214
565-9026, $5-Adults
/$2-Children www.aam
dallas.org

April 16-May 9
Garland Civic Theater
season finale “Sweeney
Todd” at the Granville 

Arts Center.  Evening per-
formances are at 7:30
p.m. on April 16, 23, 30 &
May 7 at 8:00 p.m. on
April 17, 18, 24, 25, May
1, 2, 8, and 9. Matinees
run April 19, 26, May 3
and May 9 beginning at
2:30 p.m.
www.garlandcivictheatre.
org 

April 25
FREE Sister To Sister
Dallas Women’s Heart
Health Fair from 9 a.m. –
4 p.m. at Fair Park’s
Automobile Building.

Economic Development
Summit 8AM – 12:15PM
at the Collin County
Community College
Preston Ridge Campus –
Event Center, 9700 Wade
Blvd., Frisco, Texas
75034.  

April 27 – May 24
Sarah, Plain and Tall at
the Kalita Humphreys
Theater, located at 3636
Turtle Creek Blvd., at
Blackburn St.
Performance times are
Tuesday through
Thursday evenings at
7:30 p.m.; Friday and
Saturday evenings at 8
p.m.; Saturday and
Sunday matinees at 2
p.m.; and select Sunday
evening at 7:30 p.m.
Single ticket prices begin
at $16 and are available
by calling the box office
at 214.522.8499 or by
visiting their website at
www.dallastheatercenter.
org.

April 29
Collin County Christian
Prayer Breakfast
6:30AM – 8:15 AM
Keynote speaker will be
Dr. Frank Lazarus,
President, University of
Dallas. Admission $20
per person or $200 for a
table of 10.  Price
includes buffet breakfast.
Please call 214-757-7259,
www.collinchristianpraye
rbreakfast.com

Read & Learn presents
"African Tales & Beats"
with Leo Hassan.  He will
lead youth in a drumming
circle with African story

telling and rhythm.
Bookmarks, NorthPark
Center, Suite 1514, 10:30
am FREE 214-671-1381

May 1 – 27
The Black Academy of
Arts and Letters 25th
Annual Summer Youth
Arts Institute, 650 S.
Griffin St. Dallas 8 pm
$50 Institute Registration
fee; $1 Performance fee
info@tbaal.org 214-743-
2440

May 1
North Texas Beat:
African Village Night
Sandaga African Market,
1325 Levee Street 8 - 10
pm FREE 214-747-1335
TBAAL: The Dress
Performance Theatre
Series: Raisin Cane 650
S. Griffin St. Dallas 8 pm
$15 General Admission
info@tbaal.org 214-743-
2440

May 2
Africa Day 12 Noon to 6
pm – FREE at J. Erik
Jonnson Central Library,
1515 Young Street in
Dallas Interactive work-
shops for children,
African arts and crafts,
cultural booths.

Garland Goes Green
Healthy Living Expo 8:00
AM - 5:00 PM G.I.S.D.
Special Events Center,
4999 Naaman Forest
Blvd. - Garland, TX
75040

Cinco De Mayo Festival
in Lewisville Old
Downtown Lewisville,
Main St. in Lewisville
FREE Denim &
Diamonds Gala benefit-
ing The Foundation for
Lovejoy Schools $75.00
per person. For informa-
tion, call 972-562-6705,
pbeauchamp@prodigy.net,
www.foundatiionforlovej
oyschools.org.  

May 4
Comerica Bank Collin
60 at the Marriott Legacy
Town Center with VIP
reception at 11 a.m. fol-
lowed by luncheon:
Noon-1:30 p.m. Visit
www.ComericaCollin60.
com

May 5 
Trinity Parkway Public
Hearing Trinity River
Corridor Project - Dallas
Convention Center Arena
located at 650 S. Griffin
Street, 7:00 pm, 214-671-
9500

May 8
Business Roundtable
and Taste of Africa
Evening in Flag Room of
Dallas City Hall at 12
noon, cost $25 

May 9
Taste of Africa in the
African American
Museum at 7 pm, $50
African ambassadors,
dishes from 8 African
nations, African Business
Leadership and African
Student Leadership
awards.

Brookhaven College
Handbell Ensemble and
Campus Bells of
Brookhaven will perform
in a FREE special concert
at the Performance Hall at
8 p.m. Contact Bonnie
Riddle, director, at the
Brookhaven College
School of the Arts at 972-
860-4730.

The Democratic Party
of Collin County is host-
ing Ron J. Anderson,
M.D., President and Chief
Executive Officer of
Parkland Health &
Hospital System at 10
AM at the Collin County
Community College,
Spring Creek Campus,
Room C104 (2800 Spring
Creek Parkway). The
audience will hear one of
the nation's leading advo-
cates of healthcare for the
poor.

May 11-12
ACCESS 2009 Business
Expo at the Arlington
Convention Center -
More than 200 companies
and public agencies
expected to make busi-
ness with minority suppli-
ers from all over Texas.
See  www.dfwmbdc.com
or call 214-630-0747.

May 13
Business Skills Lunch
Series Noon - 1:00 PM
Garland Chamber of
Commerce 675 W.
Walnut - Garland, TX
75040 Speaker: Eddie
McCreary Topic: The Art
of Persuasion

May 14-16
The 5 Browns DSO Pops
Series - The first family
of classical music brings
their signature classical-
meets-jazz style to the
Meyerson. Single tickets
range from $22 to $105
and can be purchased by
calling 214.692.0203,
www.DallasSymphony.co
m.

May 15
Auctions for Police
Impounded Vehicles are
scheduled for 9:30 a.m. at
the Garland City
Impound Lot, 1630
Commerce Street. All
items will be sold for cash
to the highest bidder
without warranty or guar-
antees and are offered as
is/where is. Call 972-205-
2415 or the auctioneer’s
website at
www.JoePippinAuctione
ers.com.  

May 16
The City of Garland’s
Environmental Waste
Services Department is
hosting a free Compost
Gardening Class on
Saturdays April 25 and
May 16, 9 to 11:30 a.m. at
1434 Commerce Street.
Limited to 50 partici-
pants, drawings will be
held for eight compost
bins. To register, call 972-
205-3500.

September 5-6
2009 City of Bedford
Labor Day Blues & BBQ
Festival a feast for the
senses.  The two-day
event returns with an
entertaining lineup of
local talent, blues legends
Buddy Guy and The
Fabulous Thunderbirds
and a $10,000 barbecue
cook-off.  Gates open at 2
p.m. each day.  
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Senior Pastor, Timothy Jones
& First Lady, LaTonya Jones

Meeting at Fellowship Bible Church of Allen
200 W. Belmont | Allen, TX 75013

214.263.8590 | www.RockBridgeBC.com
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 10:00 A.M.

ROCKBRIDGE
BIBLE CHURCH

“Bridging the gap between God
and man through Jesus Christ”

Avenue F Church of Christ
1026 Avenue F • Plano, TX  75074

972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchrist.org

Ramon Hodridge, Minister

Early Sunday Morning .................8:00 am
Sunday Bible Class .......................9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship..........10:45 am
Evening Worship .........................3:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Class ................7:00 pm

Radio Program @ 7:30 am on
KHVN 970 AM Sunday Mornings

Church Directory

with timely messages and encourage the school district to
do the same.

What do citizens deserve from this public office?
Citizens deserve a passionate advocate for the children of
Plano ISD who is available, accessible, committed to
excellence and willing to ask the tough questions.

How does your character, work ethic or expertise
match citizen needs and expectations? Serving my com-
munity as a Trustee is my full-time job. I bring the highest
ethical standards and expectations and vast community
experience to the role. I honed my management consulting
skills helping our nation’s largest companies solve com-
plex business problems, and I bring those skills to my role
as Trustee. As a parent of an elementary student, I also live
with the decisions of the school board.

What, if any, are your campaign promises/pledges
to the electorate? Be specific: I pledge to continue to do
my homework as your Trustee. I will continue to listen to
all sides of an issue and make informed decisions.

CANDIDATES,
continued from Page 13

Tomeji Miller Elected President of
North Texas NFBPA Chapter

City of Plano Health Manager Tomeji Miller was
recently elected President of the North Texas Chapter of the
National Forum of Black Public Administrators (NFBPA).

As a local chapter President, Tomeji will support the
mission of NFBPA which is “embodied in the organiza-
tion’s commitment to strengthen the position of Blacks
within the field of Public Administration; to increase the

number of Blacks appointed to executive positions in pub-
lic service organizations; and, to groom and prepare aspir-
ing administrators for senior public management posts…”

Tomeji will also serve on NFBPA’s Council of
Presidents and will attend the annual conference in
Oakland, California. She has been a member of NFBPA for
12 years and has worked for the City of Plano for 17 years.



Too many times, as
humans we tend to trust in
what we have rather than
who God is.  Generally, we
spend the majority of our
life working to get the best
education, having a large
savings account, driving the
best of cars,
and living in
the best neigh-
borhood with
the biggest
house on the
block.  In spite
of this, the
Word of God
tells us not to
put our confi-
dence in things
that the world
considers to be
our protection,
our defense, or
our strength.

In today’s
stressful times,
if a man or a
woman does not perform
well on the job they are
often left behind, laid-off,
or fired.  Not only is this
typical of the world at large,
but many Christians pro-
mote the importance of
identifying our strengths
and encourage us to move
in them to accomplish
God’s Will; just look at the
Christian’s television shows
or listen to the Christian

radio stations as evidence of
this trend.  But, throughout
the Bible, we are discour-
aged from depending upon
our own strengths.  Instead,
we are called upon, even
urged to rely totally upon
the Lord.  We are told to
completely trust God and
His Word.

God delights, and He
wants us to
depend on Him;
furthermore, He
demons t ra tes
this throughout
the Scriptures.
In the book of
Judges, God
wouldn’t allow
Gideon to fight
against another
army until he
reduced his own
army from
22,000 soldiers
to a mere 300
men.  “And the
Lord said unto
Gideon, The
people that are

with thee are too many for
me to give the Midianites
unto their hands, lest Israel
vaunt themselves against
me, saying, Mine own hand
hath saved me.” (Judges
7:2.)  In Joshua 6:2-5, God
told Joshua to walk around
Jericho seven times and
blow trumpets instead of
relying upon his mighty
army to overpower his
enemy.  In 2 Samuel 24,

God judged David when he
counted his troops to deter-
mine the size of his army’s
strength, apparently bec-
ause David took the census
out of his pride or his over-
confidence in the strength
of his army, these are all of
the Natural and not of the
Spiritual strengths.

Even today, I know of a
young person that God
seems to be delaying in
sending His help, just so
that the individual will
know that it is by the Grace
of God that help was sent to
prove that it is not by who
the individual knows or
how much money that can
be given to make the prob-
lem go away.

On the other hand, Jesus
instructed His disciples in
due diligence through the
parable of the builder, who
is cautioned to consider the
cost before beginning to
build.  Jesus said, “For
which of you, intending to

build a tower, sitteth not
down first, and counteth the
cost, whether he have suffi-
cient (enough money) to
finish it?  Lest haply, after
he hath laid the foundation
and is not able to finish it,

all that behold it begin to
mock him, Saying, This
man began to build and was
not able to finish.” (Luke
14:28-30)

Why not begin today, to
bring every project, prob-

lem and endeavor before the
Lord as you ask for His
power and grace to accom-
plish it using both your nat-
ural gifts and the Spirit of
God working together.

Sister Tarpley

The Natural and The Spiritual Side of Man
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Healthy Beginnings Child Development Center - 972-404-1412

14120 Noel Road • Dallas, TX 75254
972-239-1120 (Office) • 972-239-5925 (Fax)
templeoffaith_cme@sbcglobal.net (Email)Dr. Jerome E.

McNeil, Jr., Pastor

Temple of Faith Christian Chapel C.M.E. Church

Sunday Worship Experience - 8:00 am & 10:45 am
Wednesday Bible Study - 12:00 Noon & 7:00 pm

“Where Jesus is the Main Attraction”

8:00am & 10:30am

Friendship BC’s Male Ensemble debuted to the congregation during an early wor-
ship service; they received several standing ovation.   Standing Left to Right:  Bro.
Michael Mitchell; Rev. Timothy Greer (lead the song "Still Here"); Bro. Terrence
Simelton; Bro. Seth Russell (also lead the song "Still Here"); Bro. Jay Hardy (lead
the song "He Laid His Hands On Me"); Bro. James Burt and Deacon Ray Parker.

“There is no king
saved by the
multitude of a
host: a mighty
man is not
delivered by

much strength.
A horse is a vain
thing for safety:
neither shall he
deliver any by his
great strength.”
(Psalm 33:16

& 17)



April 23-29, 2009 | North Dallas Gazette | visit us online at www.NorthDallasGazette.com | 17



18 | April 23-29, 2009 | North Dallas Gazette | visit us online at www.NorthDallasGazette.com



April 23-29, 2009 | North Dallas Gazette | visit us online at www.NorthDallasGazette.com | 19



20 | April 23-29, 2009 | North Dallas Gazette | visit us online at www.NorthDallasGazette.com



April 23-29, 2009 | North Dallas Gazette | visit us online at www.NorthDallasGazette.com | 21



22 | April 23-29, 2009 | North Dallas Gazette | visit us online at www.NorthDallasGazette.com



April 23-29, 2009 | North Dallas Gazette | visit us online at www.NorthDallasGazette.com | 23



24 | April 23-29, 2009 | North Dallas Gazette | visit us online at www.NorthDallasGazette.com



April 23-29, 2009 | North Dallas Gazette | visit us online at www.NorthDallasGazette.com | 25



26 | April 23-29, 2009 | North Dallas Gazette | visit us online at www.NorthDallasGazette.com



April 23-29, 2009 | North Dallas Gazette | visit us online at www.NorthDallasGazette.com | 27



28 | April 23-29, 2009 | North Dallas Gazette | visit us online at www.NorthDallasGazette.com


