
BY GENE LANTZ
NDG SPECIAL CONTRIBUTOR

(NDG Wire) Tough
times bring out the best
and the worst in people.
But many are still coming
up short, and Congress let
down millions when they
didn’t extend unemploy-
ment benefits for those
who, despite their best ef-
forts, still can’t find work.

The American jobs
crisis remains deep and
real. Close to 15 million
Americans are unem-
ployed—26 million

counting the underem-
ployed. Nearly half of all
the jobless, a record 46
percent, have been unem-
ployed for more than six
months.

We don’t even need
statistics when we see our
neighbors and friends los-
ing work and watching
their hours cut. According
to a recent study by the
Pew Research Center,
more than half of all
Americans have been im-
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UNT Dallas
senior awaits

kidney transplant

Congress
must act to help
the unemployed

Irving hosting MWBE workshop on July 28

The world’s favorite mischievous monkey
arrives in Dallas on September 25

Payday Lending Still
Nation’s Most Abusive Small Loan
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BY IVY N. CARTER, MBA
NDG CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Pastor JeremiahWright
is no stranger to the media
spotlight. He was first rec-
ognized during the 2008
presidential campaign of
then U.S. Sen. Barack
Obama, for his hateful pul-
pit deliveries of messages

of hate towards Cau-
casians. Once Sen. Obama
disassociated himself from
Pastor Wright, Wright
began to scream that he
was betrayed by his then
mentee.

Now Pastor Wright is

(NDG Wire) The City
of Irving (Minority and
Wo-men's Business Enter-
prise) MWBE Program is
inviting the business com-
munity to attend the second
workshop in their 2010-
2011 series.

The program will con-
tinue to focus on topics
helpful to MWBE busi-

nesses. Future workshop
topics include “Using
Technology to Effectively
Market & Grow your Busi-
ness”, “Co-operative Pur-
chasing Programs – An-
other Area of Opportunity
for MWBE Businesses”, a
construction forum, an IT
forum as well as a work-
shop on Annual Contracts.

The next workshop is
“Funding – Traditional and
Alternatives Sources of
Capital.” Representatives
from the banking industry,
Accion, MBEC and the
SBAwill be on hand to talk
about loans and alternatives
for raising capital for your
small business.

The workshop is

Wednesday, July 28 from
1-3 p.m. at North Lake Col-
lege – South Campus. The
Dallas County Community
College is located at 1081
West Shady Grove Road in
Irving.

For more information
call 972-721-3753. To
RSVP send an email to dm-
cvean@cityofirving.org.

BY CHARLENE CROWELL
NNPA FINANCIALWRITER

While some economists
and Wall Street traders see
glimmers of an improving
economy, a distinctly differ-
ent perspective exists in
America’s heartland.

The number one concern

for people affected by lay-
offs or business closures is
often whether unemploy-
ment benefits will last until
a new job is secured. Others
who watched their neighbors
lose homes to foreclosure
wonder whether their up-
side-down mortgage loans

will ever be right-side-up
again. Then there are stu-
dents who heeded their par-
ents urging to get a college
education and now have a
new diploma in one hand, a
stack of student loans in the
other and no job prospects
on the horizon.

And despite several laws
designed to ensure equality,
when it comes to access to
fair credit, being black in
America still imposes an un-
deniable financial burden.
Whether shopping for gro-
ceries, a car, a home, or in-

See LOAN, Page 11
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Friendship-West
settles with Payne

Elizabeth Payne Pastor Jeremiah Wright

University of North Texas at Dallas senior David Del-
gado watches television as he goes through dialysis
July 8. One of the youngest patients going through
dialysis at Liberty Dialysis in Duncanville, Delgado
goes through the treatment three hours a day, three
days a week while he waits for a kidney transplant.



(NDGWire) During the
July meeting of the Dallas
County Community Col-
lege District’s board of
trustees, three board mem-
bers were sworn in for Dis-
tricts 2, 3 and 4, respec-
tively: returning trustee Bob
Ferguson, who was unop-
posed; Jerry Prater, who
also was unopposed; and

Bill Metzger, DCCCD’s
new trustee, who succeeds
his mother, Martha Sanchez
Metzger, as the board’s rep-
resentative for that seat.
Maria Miller, legal assistant
for the district’s general
counsel, administered the
oath of office. Family
members and friends at-
tended.

During the meeting,
board members elected new
officers: Jerry Prater was
selected to serve as chair,
and Charletta Compton is
the board’s new vice chair.
Trustees also approved a
new two-year contract for
Dr. Wright Lassiter Jr.,
DCCCD’s chancellor, with
the option to renew for a
third year.

Lassiter and the trustees
also congratulated represen-
tatives from Richland Col-
lege ; one of their new
buildings, the Richland Col-
lege Garland Campus, was
listed among the top 10 fi-
nalists for the 2010 Topping
Out Award, which cele-
brates teamwork that builds
outstanding environments
and spaces that have an im-
pact on the community.
The Richland College Gar-
land Campus team included
DCCCD as owner; VAI Ar-
chitects Inc.; Joe Funk Con-
struction; Charles Gojer

and Associates as structural
engineers; Pacheco Koch as
civil engineers; Reed,
Wells, Benson as mechani-
cal and electrical engineers;
the Garland Chamber of
Commerce as community
group; and the City of Gar-
land as public official.

Several other DCCCD
projects were nominated for
the award: the Cedar Valley
College Science/Veterinary
Technology/Allied Health
Building; the DCCCD Ad-
ministration Building ; the
Eastfield College Learning
Center ; and the Richland
College Science Building .
All DCCCD structures
nominated for the award
were built with funds ap-
proved by Dallas County
voters during a May 2004
bond election for the dis-
trict. Steve Park, executive
director of the DCCCD
bond program management
team, provided details to
board members and also

mentioned that Jerry Jones
was honored during the cer-
emony with the Vision
Award for the new Cow-

boys Stadium, and The
Bridge received the night’s
top honors.

More than 2,500 of the
12,000 plus members of The
Links, Incorporated attended
the organization’s 37th Na-
tional Assembly (June 30 -
July 4). The five days of
workshops, seminars and
key-note speakers was held
in Michigan at Detroit’s
Cobo Center. During the
event, Members of The
Links, Inc. celebrated com-
munity service achieve-
ments, recognized outstand-
ing contributions of individ-
uals and elected new officers
to lead the organization. The

new officers of The Links,
Inc. include:

• National President:
Margot James Copeland –
Cleveland (OH) Chapter

• National Vice Presi-
dent: Glenda Newell-Harris
– Alameda Contra-Costa
(CA) Chapter

• National Secretary:
Kimberly Jeffries Leonard –
Arlington (VA) Chapter

• National Treasurer:
Katherine Wilson – Bold
City (FL) Chapter

• Chair, National Nom-
inating Committee: Pamela

Gentry – Annapolis (MD)
Chapter

The Links, Inc.’s new
President, Margot James
Copeland, currently serves as
the executive vice president
for KeyCorp. She serves as
the chair of the KeyBank
Foundation, guiding the
company's strategic philan-
thropic investments. Previ-
ously, Copeland served as
the president and chief exec-
utive officer of the Greater
Cleveland Roundtable and
the executive director of
Leadership Cleveland.

She also currently serves
on the Board of Kent State
University and as trustee of
the Thomas White Founda-
tion; Kenneth Scott Founda-

tion; the Great Lakes Mu-
seum of Science, Environ-
ment and Technology; and
University Hospitals Health
System. Copeland received a
bachelor’s degree from
Hampton University and a
master’s degree from The
Ohio State University.

Upon accepting the role
of the 15th National Presi-
dent, Copeland stated, “I am
truly honored and humbled
by the opportunity to serve as
National President. I have
committed, like all of our
members, to work hard every
day to make communities
better, individuals healthier
and prospects for the future

brighter. The Links, Inc. is a
prominent organization
where service, friendship and
leadership are paramount. It
is my intention to continue to
lead this important organiza-
tion with excellence and
serve with grace.”

“Dr. Gwendolyn Lee has
provided 4 years of dedicated
service as the 14th National
President where the organi-
zation has grown, thrived
and made a difference in the
lives of millions of people,”
Copeland continued.

The Links, Incorporated;
Linked in Friendship, Con-
nected in Service. Please
visit http://www.linksinc.org

The lure of enticing
words has always capti-
vated Pamela D. Rice. Even
at the tender age of two, this
soulful native South Car-
olinian would intensely
gaze at books, pretending to
read and embrace the con-
tent within the pages. Rice
became an avid reader, and
soon found a natural pro-
gression and flair for ex-
pressing herself through il-
luminating words which re-
sulted in her becoming a
published poet while in the

eighth grade.
Known for her stimulat-

ing and thought-provoking
views, Rice possesses a fer-
vor for creatively giving a
voice to victims who suffer
in silence, afraid to speak
for themselves. Inspired by
everyday situations and so-
cial exchanges, Rice has al-
ways enjoyed observing
people and dissecting their
interactions; this hobby be-
came her muse. It is her de-
sire to become a literary
vessel that brings light to

the social ill of domestic vi-
olence and other injustices,
and its reach beyond all
racial, cultural and socio-
economic classes.

The road to becoming a
published author has not
been an easy one. Rice ad-
mits there were many rejec-
tion letters received before
landing a signed agreement
with a publisher. However,
with each rejection she
would take any advice of-
fered and rewrite her query
letter. She holds every re-
jection letter as a reminder
to stay committed to work-
ing hard and never giving

up. Rice is thankful for
every trial and rejection, be-
cause it made her stronger,
and believes that she can
face any adversity or chal-
lenge that may come.

Rice’s first novel, The
Sunday Morning Wife, has
garnered much attention.
Rice has been featured on
The Jack and Kimberly
show, a local station in
South Carolina discussing
her book and it’s domestic
violence theme. The Sun-
day Morning Wife has
placed in the top ten on the
Black Christian News Inde-
pendent Publishers list for

the months of May, June,
and July.

Initially released in pa-
perback by Peace In The
Storm Publishing, The Sun-
day Morning Wife is now
available in hardback from
Black Expressions. It can
also be purchased at Barnes
and Noble stores, andAma-
zon.com.

Rice is currently work-
ing on her next novel,
which has an anticipated re-
lease date of December
2010 .

When Rice is not writ-
ing, she enjoys spending
time with her family, travel-

ing, and exploring other
cultures.
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pacted by the Great Reces-
sion.

It is unprecedented for
Congress to refuse to ex-
tend unemployment bene-
fits in this time of need.
But Republicans, looking
toward the November elec-
tions, are acting in lockstep
to block all efforts that
could make things better
and thus help the Democ-
rats.

The consequences are
profound. Our economy is
at risk of a double dip re-
cession unless we take steps
now to deal with the linger-

ing problems that are drag-
ging the economy back
down. Unemployment ben-
efits are running out for
millions of Americans—up
to 5 million stand to lose
their lifeline by the end of
the year without an exten-
sion—and states are being
forced to slash payrolls
without essential aid from
Congress.

The United States must
invest in rebuilding our
crumbling infrastructure,
which will create good pay-
ing jobs and give our chil-
dren the future they de-

serve. We must dedicate
ourselves to creating good
green jobs that update our
power grid and help the en-
vironment while helping
families. State and local
governments need re-
sources to keep people on
the job and get people back
to work.And we should put
TARP money left from the
bank bailouts to good use,
by investing it in Main
Street.

The counter argument
to creating jobs is the na-
tional debt red herring, say-
ing our economy can’t af-

ford to help millions of peo-
ple until we’ve solved the
deficit problem. The federal
deficit is not an excuse for
inaction. Most of our
deficit today stems from the
economic crisis, President
George W. Bush’s tax cuts
for the rich and the cost of
two wars that were never
paid for.

It’s time to let our repre-
sentatives know that we are
tired of Congressional inac-
tion. Rather than cutting
back, let’s use our resources
to put America back on
track.

www.NorthDallasGazette.com Op-Ed
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Letter to the Editor
The Tea Party and the NAACP

Much has been said
about our resolution and we
need to do what we can to
set the record straight. First
of all let me say very clearly
that we never said any-
where in the resolution that
the Tea Party was racist.
Second it needs to be clear
what we did say about the
Tea Party and that is that
there are racist elements
within it and they need to
eliminate those elements.
This is a matter that is be-
yond dispute.

The body of evidence
includes the Stuffed Mon-
keys or Depictions of
Obama as a Witch Doctor
or Chieftain in full head-
dress or as a white face
Hitler or Joker, signs at ral-
lies using the term “Niggar”
and of course the participa-
tion of those who have un-

abashed views that make
them either white sepa-
ratists or white suprema-
cists. A candidate for Gov-
ernor of Arkansas who
claims to be a member says
America should be a com-
pletely white nation. A con-
servative group out of St.
Louis that believes Blacks
are an inferior species ac-
tively participates in Tea
Party events and encour-
ages their members on their
website to do the same.

David Duke has encour-
aged participation in their
events and rallies and
NAACP President Jealous
has stated on national tele-
vision that Duke has indi-
cated he hopes the Tea Party
will mean a resurgence of
his political career. The
legendary Congressman
John Lewis was called a

“Nigger” by individuals be-
lieved to be associated with
the Tea Party but the Tea
Party or those speaking on
their behalf almost immedi-
ately denied that this oc-
curred.

And they failed to take
action with Congressman
Emmanuel Cleaver was spat
on by individuals apparently
from a Tea Party when this
whole event was caught on
camera and has been shown
on National Television.
And of course we have
Mark Williams who has in-
dicated that slavery was a
good thing. He was booted
from the Tea Party but we
must ask ourselves if this
would have happened if this
action had not taken place.

To the Black Conserva-
tives out there, we hope that
you can work to eliminate

the racism from the Tea
Party movement. This is
not an attempt to thwart the
Tea Party movement but an
attempt to get the Tea Party
to denounce racial hatred
and such horrible public dis-
plays of racial bias that up to
now have gone along
largely unchecked.

Take politics out of this
and ask yourself the follow-
ing question, what would
your Great Grandmother
think about a stuffed mon-
key or Witch Doctor draw-
ing depicting the first Black
President or the use of the
“NWord in public”? If you
answer the way my Great
Grandmothers would then
you know that you too
should support the
NAACP’s action.
Gary L. Bledsoe, Texas

State NAACP President

UNEMPLOYMENT, continued fromPage 1

A hasty and embarrassing rush to
judgment by the White House and NAACP

BY RUTH FERGUSON
NDG EDITOR

The election of Presi-
dent Barack Obama was
heralded as the beginning of
a post-racial era inAmerica.
Perhaps the White House
did not get that memo. Once
again, the Administration’s
hyper-sensitivity to appear
fair to all was on full display
with their overreaction to a
conservative media driven

attack on anAfricanAmeri-
can federal employee.

Monday Fox News
broadcast a short clip show-
ing former USDA's director
of rural development in
Georgia Shirley Sherrod in-
dicating she was less in-
clined to provide assistance
to a White farmer facing
foreclosure. As this spread
across the Internet it
prompted a swift reaction

from the White House and
the NAACP.

The White House’s re-
action was so swift and
harsh that Sherrod was in-
formed via a telephone call
with the USDA’s deputy un-
dersecretary to pull her car
over and submit her resig-
nation via Blackberry. Sher-
rod complied.

See NAACP Page 12Shirley Sherrod



City of Plano Mayor
Phil Dyer will join Dallas
Mayor Tom Leppert in pro-
claiming July 26, 2010 as
Americans with Disabilities
(ADA) Act Awareness Day
commemorating the 20th
Anniversary of the act’s in-
ception. The act has been
hailed as a momentous civil
rights law for the disabled
community, striving to elim-
inate both architectural and
cultural barriers for disabled
citizens and caregivers.

“Plano staff was very
proactive in addressing ac-
cessibility for citizens of all

abilities actively engaging
our community in 1989, a
year before the 1990 ADA
Act was signed into law.”
said Paul Glenn, Plano’s
Senior Facility Construction
Coordinator. “We assembled
a committee of Plano staff
and citizens, many with
varying disabilities, laying
the foundation for municipal
self-evaluation and transi-
tion plans to address the
challenges faced by the mo-
bility, hearing and visually
impaired.”

By 1992 Plano was ac-
tively remediating obstacles

identified in all municipal
facilities and infrastructures,
as well as addressing poten-
tial barriers in employment,
public meetings and dissem-
ination of information. “We
worked as a team dedicated
to understanding the new
ADA and committed to re-
moving existing architec-
tural barriers,” said Glenn.
Plano assures compliance
through an active municipal
ADA Committee team with
Deputy City Manager
LaShon Ross serving as the

The cities of Plano and
Dallas are partnering with

the Dallas Chapter of the
American Institute ofArchi-
tects and the Texas Regis-
tered Accessibility Special-
ists Association in sponsor-
ing the July 26 day of pro-
gramming to enhance
awareness of the law.

“We are proud to be an
active partner in the devel-
opment of ADAAwareness
Day,” said Glenn. “This is a
day dedicated to not only
awareness but to celebrate
the free access to govern-
ment, entertainment, em-
ployment and mobility
shared by all.”

Mayor Phil Dyer will
present the City of Plano
Proclamation during the
July 26, 2010 City Council
meeting, 1520 K Avenue,
beginning at 7pm. Accept-
ing the proclamation will be
former TCU running back
KentWaldrep who sustained

a paralyzing spinal cord in-
jury in a 1974 football
game. He has since become
a national champion for
seeking cures for spinal cord
injuries and paralysis. He
will be giving a brief ad-
dress regarding the impact
of ADA policy.
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Plano Celebrates 20th Anniversary
of Americans with Disabilities Act
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Free preventive care benefits
from health care reform

(NDG Wire) Last week
Congresswoman Eddie
Bernice Johnson applauded
the new regulations issued
by the Obama Administra-
tion to help make preven-
tion affordable by requiring
new health plans to cover
recommended preventive
services at no cost to the pa-
tient. The regulations,
based off of provisions in
the Affordable Care Act,
will keepAmericans health-
ier and help save money
over the long term by in-
creasing access to preven-
tive care.

“We know that many
Americans don’t get the
preventive care they need
because of the cost. Seven
in ten deaths in America re-
sult from chronic and often
preventable diseases – this
is unacceptable,” said Con-
gresswoman Johnson.
“Thanks to the Affordable
Care Act, free preventive
care now will keep many
Texans healthier and save
money in the long run.”

Americans who enroll

in a new health plan on or
after September 23, 2010,
will have access to preven-
tive services without being
charged a deductible, co-
payment or co-insurance.

Next year, an estimated
41 million Americans will
benefit from these new pre-
vention provisions -- 31
million in new employer
plans and 10 million in new
individual plans. By 2013,
an estimated 88 million
Americans will benefit
from the provisions – 78
million in new employer
plans and 10 million in new
individual plans.

Comprehensive preven-
tive care can save billions
of dollars and thousands of
lives. There are 69 million
workers reporting missed
days due to illness each
year, which reduces eco-
nomic output in this coun-
try by $260 billion per year.
Every dollar spent on im-
munizations could save
$5.30 on direct health care
costs. However, the costs
of these services are often

prohibitive, and Americans
currently use preventive
services at only half the rec-
ommended rate.

“While Democrats are
fighting to give all Ameri-
cans access to free preven-
tive care, Republicans are
threatening to repeal this
benefit and all of the bene-
fits of historic health care
reform,” said Congress-
woman Johnson. “This is
one of the many important
reforms Democrats created
to save working families
money and put them – not
insurance companies - in
control of their health care.”

Depending on your age
and health risks, the types
of preventive services that
will be available without a
deductible, co-pay or co-in-
surance under these new
provisions include:

• Blood pressure, dia-
betes, and cholesterol tests;

• Many cancer screen-
ings;

• Routine vaccines for
diseases such as measles,
polio, or meningitis;

• Flu and pneumonia
shots;

• Counseling, screen-
ing and vaccines for healthy
pregnancies; and

• Regular well-baby
and well-child visits, from
birth to age 21.

Americans are begin-
ning to see the benefits of
health reform. Seniors who
are affected by the
Medicare prescription drug
‘donut hole’ coverage gap
are receiving checks to
lower their costs, 4 million
small businesses have re-
ceived notice that they are
eligible for a health care tax
credit potentially worth tens
of thousands of dollars to
help them cover their em-
ployees, young adults are
starting to be allowed to
stay on their parents’ insur-
ance, insurance companies
have stopped their practice
of rescissions – or dropping
people’s coverage when
they need it most, and some
outrageous premium hikes
have been reversed.

Greenville Avenue
Health Fair

BY RUTH FERGUSON
NDG EDITOR

Greenville Avenue
Church of Christ is host-
ing a Community Health
Fair Saturday August 7
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00
p.m. The event will in-
clude a variety of commu-
nity partners providing
key health news and serv-
ices.

Dr. Terre McGlothin
will discuss issues sur-
rounding breast health. Dr.
Vivian Jones will have im-
portant information re-
garding diabetes. The
Carter Blood Care will be
on hand to accept blood
donations, which are criti-
cally needed during sum-
mer months when need
often rises. These are just
a few of the community

partners slated to be on
hand.

The event will also
feature activities for chil-
dren and teens.

The health fair will be
held at the Greenville Av-
enue Church of Christ Life
Center located at 1013 S.
Greenville Avenue in
Richardson. Attendees
who live within five miles
of the church can call 972-
644-2335 to request trans-
portation. Also, you can
make an appointment for
Carter Blood Care at the
same number.

Richardson's Dine Smart Dine local program continues to grow
(NDG Wire) The Dine

Smart Dine Local program
is a joint initiative between
the Richardson Chamber of
Commerce and the
Richardson Convention and
Visitors Bureau to increase
local and regional aware-

ness while driving a new
and loyal customer base to
Richardson area restaurants
by offering money saving
discounts and offers to
Richardson’s residents, cor-
porate residents and visitors
alike.

Signing up for deals is
easy. Just go to this website
(www.cor.net/dsdl), enter
your e-mail address and
click on the subscribe but-
ton. You will then receive a
confirmation you are regis-
tered in the program and

each Friday you will re-
ceive a Restaurant of the
Week offer sent directly to
you via e-mail. These
weekly offers are good for
one week beginning on Fri-
day and ending on Thurs-
day.



(NDG Wire) The
Metrocrest Social Serv-
ices Christmas in July
Food Drive lasts through
July 31 and benefits the
Metrocrest Social Serv-
ices Food Pantry. Along
with non-perishable
foods, numerous items
such as diapers, tooth-
paste, deodorant and other
hygiene products are re-
quested.

Donation boxes are
located inside Carroll-

ton’s City Hall (1945 E.
Jackson Road), Carroll-
ton’s Central Service
Center (2711 Nimitz
Lane), both Carrollton
Public Library locations
(1700 Keller Springs
Road and 4220 N. Josey
Lane) and the Metrocrest
Service Center (1111 W.
Belt Line Road).

Metrocrest Social
Services helps people in
need from Addison, Car-
rollton, Coppell and the
Farmers Branch areas.
For more information
about the Food Drive or
the organization, visit

met rocres t so -
cialservices.org.
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Christmas
in July Food Drive
– Ends July 31

Think green
and win prizes from

City of Garland
(NDG Wire) Do you

have great green ideas?
Your creativity could earn
prizes and recognition! In
conjunction with the up-
coming Healthy Living
Expo, the City of Garland is
sponsoring two contests.

Doing Good
for the Environment
The City of Garland

would like to recognize and
reward students who have
shown initiative, spirit, in-
telligence, leadership, and
generosity by implementing
an extraordinary service
project that promotes envi-
ronmental stewardship. We
believe that young people
can be an inspiration to oth-
ers and play a key role in
how we protect the environ-
ment.
Contest deadline is Sep-

tember 10, 2010. Winners
will receive public recogni-

tion at the Healthy Living
Expo on September 25.
Prizes: First Place $500;

Second Place $300; Third
Place $100.

Expo Art Contest
Submit environmental

art, including paintings,
sculptures and mixed media
that portray our impact on
the environment.

Art must be made of at
least 70% reused, recycled,
or natural materials such as
natural dyes, fibers, or flow-
ers.

This contest is for any
Garland resident, age 18
and over. Winners will re-
ceive a trophy for first, sec-
ond, and third place.

For more information
on both contests, visit
www.GarlandGoesGreen.or
g or call the Stormwater
Hotline at 972-205-2180.
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(NDGWire) D'Andrala
Alexander, daughter of
Renita and Alvis Alexander
of Plano, Texas (75074), re-
ceived an undergraduate de-
gree from Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis on May

21. Alexander graduated
with a Bachelor of Arts in
Women, Gender and Sexu-
ality Studies & Philosophy-
Neuroscience-Psychology
from the College of Arts &
Sciences.

Alexander was among
the 2,706 students who re-
ceived degrees at the uni-
versity's 149th Commence-
ment ceremony, which was
held in Brookings Quadran-
gle on campus. U.S. Secre-

tary of Energy Steven Chu,
PhD, delivered the Com-
mencement address. Chu
received an honorary doctor
of science.

Alexander is a 2006
graduate of Carrollton

Christian Academy in Car-
rollton, Texas.

Washington University
is counted among the
world's leaders in teaching
and research, and it draws
students and faculty to St.

Louis from all 50 states and
more than 125 countries.
The total student body is
more than 13,500 under-
graduate, graduate and pro-
fessional students.

D'Andrala Alexander, daughter of Plano residents, earns
undergraduate degree from Washington University in St. Louis

(NDG Wire) As college
costs continue to rise at both
public and private educa-
tional institutes, more stu-
dents and their families are
facing financial challenges.
In an effort to help raise
funds for deserving and in
need students across the state,
Kroger selected UNCF –
United Negro College Fund –

the nation’s largest and most
effective minority education
assistance organization to be
the beneficiary of its coin
canister donation campaign
that is running now through
September 11 in all Dallas-
Fort Worth stores in support
of scholarships for the 2010-
2011 school year. During the
fundraiser, collection boxes

will be present at all checkout
lanes and shoppers will have
the opportunity to donate
spare change to help promis-
ing young people further
their education.

The monies raised from
the campaign will support the
UNCF Texas Joint Campaign
benefiting the state’s five pri-
vate HBCUs including Paul
Quinn College in Dallas;
Huston-Tillotson University
in Austin; Jarvis Christian
College in Hawkins; Texas
College in Tyler and Wiley
College in Marshall.

To kick off the spirit of
giving, Kroger presented
UNCF with a check totaling
$4,542.32 resulting from
funds raised during another
program called Neighbor to
Neighbor that presents shop-
pers with an effortless way to

annually donate to UNCF or
other nonprofits by shopping
at Kroger and linking their
Plus card to the nonprofit or-
ganization.

“UNCF is grateful for
Kroger’s longtime partner-
ship and support which has
benefited hundreds of finan-
cially disadvantaged students
and our member colleges and
universities,” said UNCF’s
Area Development Director
Diane Stephenson. “Kroger’s
investment is helping stu-
dents get the college educa-
tion they need to compete in
the 21st century job market
and will help produce the col-
lege-educated workforce that
is vital to North Texas and to
the national economy. We
salute Kroger and their cus-
tomers for their continued
generosity.”

Kroger kicks off coin canister campaign
benefiting UNCF with $4,542 donation

(NDG Wire) The 14th
Annual Senior Fest will be
held at Eastfield College
Saturday, August 7, from 8
a.m. to 2:30 p.m., bringing
adults 50 and over from
across the Metroplex to-
gether. Attendees can
choose from over 20 differ-
ent workshops ranging
from Auto Burglary &
Theft Prevention to Dia-
betic Foot Care to Basic
Computer to Salsa Dance!

Registration is $8 and
includes breakfast, 2 work-
shop sessions and lunch.
Admission begins at 8 a.m.
in Building C lobby area.
Featured lunch-time enter-
tainment will be Richard
Barry, the man of many

voices, comedy impres-
sionist and multi-instru-
mentalist. Barry delights
audiences with comedy and
impressions as he brings
the stars from the past and
present such as Louis Arm-
strong, Johnny Cash, Neil
Diamond and George
Burns to life on stage. He is
the author of “Cruise Ship
Passengers Ask The Wack-
iest Questions.” He has ap-
peared on board numerous
cruise lines and conven-
tions. He has also appeared
at Las Vegas’MGMGrand.

Deadline for Registra-
tion is Friday, July 30.
Please NO Walk-in Regis-
trations on Saturday, Au-
gust 7.

Annual Senior Adult
Event scheduled for
August 7 at Eastfield

Gary Huddleston, consumer affairs director for Kroger;
Michael J. Sorrell, president of Paul Quinn College; Diane
Stephenson, area development director for UNCF; and Ten-
nell Atkins, Dallas City Councilman.

Entrepreneur
Independence Mindset

SeeMINDSET, Page 12



(NDG Wire) With the
greatest appreciation for
every woman who reaches
out to another in need in the
community, Methodist
Charlton Medical Center has
established the Methodist
Charlton Medical Center
Light Award. The new an-
nual Methodist Charlton
Medical Center LightAward
will recognize a first lady or
woman in ministry whose
leadership and community
service has greatly improved
the lives of women in the
Methodist Charlton Medical
Center service area. The
award will acknowledge the
recipient's work and in-
volvement in programs and
services that have docu-
mented favorable results in
changing a significant num-

ber of individuals' physical,
spiritual, and or emotional
health, with a special focus
on health and physical fit-
ness, nutrition, and overall
choices that support a
healthier lifestyle.

The Methodist Charlton
Light Award recipient will
be chosen by audience vote
from among the top three
honorees selected and pre-
sented at the First Ladies
and Women in Ministry
Brunch in August. The hon-
oree nomination committee
is made up of Methodist
Charlton employees, com-
munity members, and
church leaders. The deserv-
ing recipient of the award
will receive a $1,000 dona-
tion to their organization or
foundation to continue their

recognized work. If the ef-
fort no longer exists, the do-
nation can go to a properly
organized charity of the re-
cipient's choice. Methodist
Charlton will bestow one
award every year.

If you would like to
apply or nominate a first
lady or woman in ministry
for the award, please com-
plete the application by July
27, 2010 and deliver to
Methodist Charlton Medical
Center, Light Award Com-
mittee, Attention: Cynthia
Mickens-Smith, Methodist
Charlton Medical Center,
3500WestWheatland Road,
Dallas, Texas 75237. For
more information, contact
Cynthia Mickens-Smith at
214-947-5204 or Cynthi-
aMickensSmith@mhd.com.

Arts & Entertainmentwww.NorthDallasGazette.com Community Spotlight
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Methodist Charlton Seeks
Nominations for

First Annual Light Award
for Women in Ministry

(NDG Wire) Commu-
nity leader Princella Hart-
man received a surprise de-
livery July 9 from Robert
Carpenter, president and
CEO of the Visiting Nurse
Association, who brought
Meals on Wheels and a
special cake to her home to

celebrate her 104th birth-
day. Ms.Hartman is the
oldest Meals onWheels re-
cipient in Dallas County,
where the Visiting Nurse
Association operates the
program.

Ms. Hartman devoted
much of her life to serving

the community. She was a
leader in the successful ef-
fort to preserve the historic
State-Thomas neighbor-
hood where she lives and
was also an early civil
rights advocate. The area's
Hartman Street is named in
her honor.

Community leader honored
with special birthday wishes

Robert Carpenter, president and CEO of the Visiting Nurse Association, delivers a spe-
cial birthday cake to Meals on Wheels client Princella Hartman on July 9.
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Every Saturday
Pure Saturdays 2026 Com-
merce Street 23 & up pre-
ferred DJ Steve Nice in The
Mixx. Doors open@ 10 p.m.
Info text or call 214-810-
5483.

Every Tuesday
The Irving Public Library in-
vites families to enjoy stories
and music in both English
and Spanish. Family bilin-
gual storytimes are offered
at 11 a.m. Tuesdays at the
East Branch Library, 440 S.
Nursery Road, and at 7:30
p.m. Thursdays at the Central
Library, 801 W. Irving Blvd.
For more information, call
972-721-2458.

Ongoing
African American Repub-
lican Club of Collin County
meets 3rd Tuesday of every
month at 7 pm. (Doors open
at 6:30 pm.) Collin County
Republican Party HQ. 8416
Stacy Rd., McKinney. Call
LindaWynn Drain, 214-498-
7574 or website www.aarcc.
com

Collin County Black
Chamber of Commerce,
CCBCCGeneral Meetings,
2nd Thursday of every
month at 6:30pm. Call 469-
424-1020 or email: info@
CCBlackChamber.org for
location.

DFW Financially Em-
powered Women meet
monthly for lunch or dinner
and a fun, informative sem-
inar on various financial
topics. Info: 469-942-0809
or meeetup.com/378.

Group Business Seminars
at 4907 Spring Avenue,
Dallas, (214) 11:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.; 3rdFriday of
the month 11:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. for those inter-
ested in starting your own
business, it is a Brown Bag
Lunch with Free Parking

No Limit Network Busi-
ness Networking Lunch 1st
Thursday at 1 pm in Plano
Must RSVP at www.TheNo-

LimitNetwork.com or 972-
898-5882.

The National Business
Women Enterprise Net-
work (NBWEN) Learning
Over Lunch Series: 4th
Saturdays, 11am-1pm, Re-
MarkableAffairs Cafe, 2727
LBJ Fwy., Suite 140, Dallas.
$20 for members; $35 for
non-members, $5 off for
early bird registration. http://
nbwenorg.ning.com.

North Dallas Texas Demo-
cratic Women Regular Me-
etings 4th Thursday, 6:45
p.m. Northaven United
Methodist Church, 11211
Preston Rd (between Forest
& Royal Lanes).

Target Second Saturdays
at Latino Cultural Center
On the second Saturday of
every month family-friendly
activities celebrating Latino
arts and culture. Come in for
one hour, or stay the whole
day.

Target Second Saturdays at
Latino Cultural Center On
the second Saturday of every
month family-friendly activ-
ities celebrating Latino arts
and culture. Come in for one
hour, or stay the whole day.

Business Empowerment
Sessions. Learn to grow a
successful small business.
1st Thursday of each month
at Christian Chapel Temple
of Faith, 14120 Noel Rd.,
Dallas. Call 214-942-6698
for details.

How to start a business.
Free sessions on getting
started the right way. Ses-
sions held the last Monday of
each month. Call The PLAN
Fund for details 214-942-
6698.

ThruAug. 28
Mesquite Championship
Rodeo Every Friday and Sat-
urday night in 2010 (June 4th
– August 28th) thousands of
visitors will witness the
thrills of the original western
sport: the rodeo! We work

hard to provide an exciting
place where children and
adults can be safe and still
get close to the action: crazy
clowns, brave cowboys, tal-
ented cowgirls, fast horses
and big bulls. Many of our
guests are coming to see their
first professional rodeo so
you may see people from
many nationalities and coun-
tries. Families with children
can enjoy face painting, cow-
boy autographs, visit the
western store, eat at the BBQ
pavillion or experience either
a pony ride or petting zoo.
The rodeo will open with an
exciting new laser show fol-
lowed by all the rodeo events
you’ve come to expect at a
championship rodeo: Bull
Riding, Saddle Bronc Rid-
ing, Bareback Riding, Barrel
Racing, Tie-Down Roping,
Steer Wrestling, and Team
Roping. Visit www.mesqu
iterodeo.com for more infor-
mation.

Thru September 5
Constructive Spirit: Ab-
stract Art in South and
North America, 1920s–
1950s at the AMon Carter
Museuem of Art www.
cartermuseum.org/exhibi-
tions

Thru Sept. 6
Gaylord Texan Summer-
Fest Wonderland Adven-
ture brings to life author
Lewis Carroll’s original vi-
sion of the magical place
called Wonderland. Guests
will enjoy fun-filled exhibits,
performances and games for
both the young and the
young at heart! Journey
Down The Rabbit Hole 3-D
Black Light Maze, PHOTO
with ALICE and the
Cheshire Cat, Rock Band
Bar Nights, wine and cheese
tastings, family dive in
movies, fireworks and more.
Visit www.gaylordhotels
.com for more information.

Thru November 7
Amon Carter Museum’s
Ansel Adams: Eloquent
Light features 40 photo-
graphs by the artist. Admis-
sion to the Carter is free.

Thru 24
Life Enrichment Boot
Camp: www.lifeenrich-
mentbootcamp.com De-
signed for singles, divorcees
and couples. $200 per per-
son. Marriage Boot Camp:
www.marriagebootcamp.co
m Designed for all couples.
$800 per couple. Info: David
Bishop at 214-736-9991.
LEBC Program Times:
Wednesday - Friday 6pm -
11pm. and Saturday, 10am. –
10pm.MBC ProgramTimes:
Wednesday - Friday 10am –
11pm. and Saturday, 10am. –
10pm. Plano Centre, 2000 E.
Spring Creek Parkway.

July 21
Play Hard LiveWell! Mini-
expo 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
at Embassy Suites Dallas-
Frisco Hotel: 7600 John Q.
Hammons Drive, Frisco.
Info: Shonna Cooper, Striker
Communications 512-576-
2918

2010 National Basketball
Championship Opening
Ceremony featuring Basket-
ball Hall of Famer Nancy
Lieberman 5:30 - 7:00 pm;
Dr Pepper Arena: 2601 Av-
enue of the Stars, Frisco

July 28 – August 8
Ringling Bros. and Bar-
num &Bailey® at the Amer-
ican Airlines Center

August 2 – 6
ROBOTS - 4 - U Summer
Camp Five days of fun with
robots. Robots, science, de-
sign, building, programming
and playing. Admission:
$275.00 Info: 972-782-2503
or www.robots-4-u.com.

August 3
Chocolate Blues and Busi-
ness Networking Festival is
a giant B2B networking
event for business owners,
managers and professionals
in the Dallas and Plano area.
This event features live blues
music, free chocolate, open
networking, door prizes, a
business expo with vendors,
networking games and more!
Admission: FREE to attend!

Vendor fee is $100. Info:
Shelly Rice at 417.353.2610
or ChocolateBlues@gmail.
com or www.ChocolateBlue-
sAndBusiness.com.

August 7
In Business 2 Win are
FREE Entrepreneur Expo &
Workshops from 9 a.m. – 2
p.m. at the Commings Com-
munity Center located at
2976 Cummings.

August 14
Career Fair at the 6th an-
nual No Limit Women's
Expo 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
at the Richardson Civic Cen-
ter, 411 W. Arapaho Rd,
Richardson. Admission to
the Career Fair is free for job
seekers. General admission
to the other activities at the
expo is $5 or $3 with a
canned food donation bene-
fiting the North Texas Food
Bank.

August 16-22
KRLD Restaurant Week
presented by Central Market.
Get acquainted with DFW’s
hottest menus, while sup-
porting local restaurants and
charities. Summer dining
deal features three-course
prix fixe meals priced at only
$35/person (tax, tip and
drinks billed separately).
Reservations required.
Founded by KRLD Radio,
the 13th annual promo bene-
fits the North Texas Food
Bank in Dallas and the Lena
Pope Home in Fort Worth
($7 of each meal goes to
charity). See www.krld.com
for more details.

August 20 - 21
Women of Faith's 2010
event, Imagine. This 2-day
event is to imagine what it
would be like if the God who
created us was willing and
able to provide exactly what
we need. Why would He do
that? Because He loves us.
He lovesYOU. Imagine that.
Imagine having two days fo-
cused on God and His love
for you. Join us for two days
filled with laughter, music,
and stories that make you
chuckle even as you wipe

away a knowing tear. Info:
womenoffaith.com

September 3 - 7
Dallas D.A.N.C.E. Swing
Competition welcomes you
to attend the biggest and
most exciting Swing dance
competition in the country
on Labor Day Weekend.
Held at the Fairmont Hotel
and Towers in Dallas, this
event features a 5,000 sq. ft.
dance floor, colored skyline
backdrop, projection TV
monitors, superb sound sys-
tem, and open seating at cozy
18" wide tables that allow
close-up viewing of all the
competitions. Details at
www.dallasdance.com.

September 10
9th annual Freedom Run
& Festival will be staged in
the Dallas City Hall Plaza.
The Attacks of September
11, 2001 were intended to di-
vide our country through fear
and intimidation. The Free-
dom Run not only pays trib-
ute to the victims and heroes
of that fateful day, but also to
boldly declare that our nation
is even stronger today. Our
response is LET FREEDOM
RUN. Bring the whole fam-
ily and celebrate Freedom to-
gether! Dallas Police Depart-
ment will have S.W.A.T. ve-
hicles, police horses, fire
truck and police officers on
hand distributing identifica-
tion kits for children. Details
@www.thefreedomrun.com.

September 11
Texas Publisher's Associa-
tion is hosting the Black
Publisher's Luncheon at the
Courtyard Marriott - 2383
Stemmons Trail, Dallas
Northwest Highway at Stem-
mons and I35E at 12:00
noon. The Honorable Sena-
tor Roy West is the speaker
for the occasion.

October 2 –
January 2, 2011

American Modern: Ab-
bott, Evans, Bourke-White
at theAMon Carter Museum
of Art www.cartermuseum
.org/exhibitions



(NDG Wire) When
school starts Aug. 26, Uni-
versity of North Texas at
Dallas senior David Del-
gado will need just one
class to graduate in Decem-
ber with a degree in crimi-
nal justice, but his toughest
assignment this year will
come outside of the class-
room.

Delgado was put on the
national kidney transplant
list, and he started kidney
dialysis three days a week
for three hours a day at the
end of June. He goes to his
doctor twice a month to
have his kidneys monitored
and has had to get several
blood transfusions.

Born in Mexico, Del-
gado, now 28, has lived in
Oak Cliff since he was
three. He was a three-sport
athlete at Adamson High
School playing four years
of baseball and two years of
football and basketball. He
said he was always active
and never got sick.

But one morning last
August while on vacation at
Miramar Beach in Tampico,
Mexico, Delgado woke up
vomiting blood. He was
taken to a doctor who in-
formed him that he needed
to see a specialist because
his blood pressure was high
and his red blood cells were
attacking his white cells.

Delgado went to see a
nephrologist, and after run-
ning tests, the doctor gave
him the bad news: his kid-
neys were failing. He was
diagnosed with IgA
nephropathy, or Berger’s
disease. “This only happens
to one in 10,000 people in
the world,” the doctor told
him. “You’re the unfortu-
nate one.”

IgA is a protein that
helps the body fight infec-
tions. When too much of it
builds up in the kidneys, it
can cause the kidneys to
leak blood and eventually to
fail.

According to Dr. Darrin
D’Agostino, chair and asso-
ciate professor of internal
medicine at the University
of North Texas Health Sci-
ence Center, the disease

usually progresses slowly
or not at all. It can exist un-
detected for years, and by
the time symptoms appear,
total kidney failure may be
near. But only 25 percent of
adults with Berger’s disease
develop end-stage kidney
failure, D’Agostino said.

Berger’s disease causes
high blood pressure, high
cholesterol, swelling of the
hands and feet, and blood in
the urine; so Delgado takes
10 pills a day.

“It’s real strong medi-
cine, so you kind of can’t
concentrate right, but you
try to do the best,” Delgado
said. “You forget things
sometimes. It’s hard to con-
centrate in class and taking
tests.”

But the worst thing is
the pain.

“I wake up sore. I go to
sleep sore. It feels like
somebody just hit my back
really hard. Your back hurts
all the time. You get nause-
ated in the morning throw-
ing up. You lose a lot of
weight. I’ve lost 50 pounds.
Sometimes your face gets
swollen in the morning be-
cause your kidneys are not
processing the liquids.”

He is not able to drink
any alcohol and very few
soft drinks, and he has to
maintain a low sodium diet.
“I don’t eat that much out-
side. My wife does the
cooking.”

The disease also causes
anemia, which is difficult
for someone who used to be
so active. Sometimes when
Delgado stands up his nose
starts bleeding; and he can’t
exercise because he gets
winded just walking the
short distance from the
parking lot into the UNT
Dallas building.

Delgado told his wife,
Martha,—a kindergarten
teacher at Rosemont Ele-
mentary School—that they
had to get through this. “It’s

not the end of the world,”
he told her. After his diag-
nosis, he went to his priest
and asked, “Why me?” His
priest told him that things
happen for a reason and that
it could have been worse.

Delgado was put on the
kidney transplant list after
going through a series of

psychological tests. He said
he wasn’t depressed after
his diagnosis but that it is
always on his mind, making
it hard to concentrate.

“I’m going to have to
take medicine for the rest of
my life, and a kidney trans-
plant is not a sure thing ei-
ther because the body can
reject the kidney. You can
die.”

Delgado tries to focus
on the hope of getting a new
kidney, and surviving.

“I haven’t lost hope. I

have a lot of family support.
I even have a couple of
friends that have told me,
‘If you need a kidney, I’ll
give it to you.’ That makes
me feel really good.”

Last spring he had a
biopsy done and had to miss
two days of class. He called
Assistant Professor of
Criminal Justice Eric Cole-
man from his hospital bed
to tell him that he wouldn’t
be in class. Coleman said he
admired Delgado for calling
him, especially from his
hospital bed.

“I looked over at David
in class one day and it be-
came clear to me that I did-
n’t have a problem, not
when you think about what
he is facing,” Coleman said.
“We encounter students that
are not as engaged in com-
ing to class and doing those
things that they should be
doing as a learner.

“Then you see David
who is undergoing all of
these personal life issues
and crises but still performs
at optimum levels and never
misses. You don’t encounter

persons with those issues
that have that sort of tenac-
ity and spirit. Most people
going through this would
drop out of school, but this
guy has stayed in. He in-
spires me.”

Delgado said he has
learned a lot from Coleman,
not just as a professor but
also as a regular person out-
side of class. “I told him
that he’s one of the best pro-
fessors I’ve had in my col-
lege career.”

UNT Dallas made it
possible for him to get his
degree, Delgado added. He
had to take two classes at
UNT and would have to get
up at five in the morning to
drive all the way to Denton.

“It’s just really helpful
having the Dallas campus
here. I think it’s a pretty
good place, real good teach-
ers. It’s accessible. I think
it’s a pretty good campus,”
he said.

Delgado works full time
for Smart Start installing ig-
nition interlock devices on
the cars of people charged
with DWI. The system pre-

vents cars from starting if it
detects alcohol on a driver’s
breath. He hopes to land a
job in corporate security
after graduating in Decem-
ber.

Did he ever imagine
something like this happen-
ing to him?

“No, I had big plans to
start a family, finish my de-
gree on time, travel and
enjoy other things.

I like to travel a lot. My
wife and I saved up money
to go on trips. We’ve been
fortunate to take trips to Eu-
rope.

“I was a healthy guy. I
don’t do drugs. I don’t do
heavy drinking, nothing like
that. It’s sad that it hap-
pened, but like I said, it’s
something I have to get
through.”

Delgado said he had no-
ticed on his driver’s license
the organ donation option
and wondered why some-
one would agree to donate a
kidney or a heart.

“Now I understand
why.”
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Victoria Richardson, an LVN with Liberty Dialysis in Duncanville, checks the monitor on the dialysis unit as Uni-
versity of North Texas at Dallas senior David Delgado watches July 8. Delgado, one of their youngest patients going
through dialysis, goes through the treatment three hours a day, three days a week while he waits for a kidney trans-
plant.

UNT Dallas senior awaits kidney transplant

“This only happens to one in
10,000 people in the world...”



7th Annual
Jazz By The Boulevard
upcoming in Fort Worth
(NDG Wire) The an-

nual Jazz By The Boule-
vard is a fundraiser event
to preserve and beautify
the Camp Bowie district
and to educate and expose
public to cultural district’s
historical architecture and
eclectic variety of muse-
ums, shops and restau-
rants, as well as, signifi-
cant points of interest.
The 7th Annual Jazz By
The Boulevard Music &
ArtsFestival will be held
September 11-13 on the
beautiful grounds of the
Will Rogers Memorial
Center in Fort Worth’s
cultural district.

Stanley Clarke, Trom-
bone Shorty, Charlie
Mars, The Gourds, the
Miles Davis Tribute Band
lead by Paul Unger, the
Fort Worth Girl's Choir
are just a few of the per-
formers scheduled to ap-

pear.
Jazz By The Boule-

vard has become a nation-
ally acclaimed music and
arts festival and in order
to surpass our already
stellar headline entertain-
ment, this year’s event
will be gated with a nom-
inal entrance fee of $5.
Children 12 and under are
free. For more informa-
tion on times and location,
visit www.fortworthjazz
.com.

(NDG Wire) Two fans
will get the opportunity to
get up close and personal
with this year’s “American
Idol” champion Lee
DeWyze and runner-up
Crystal Bowersox at one of
48 cities featured on the
2010 American Idols Live
Tour. They will be in Dallas
August 9.

The concert package in-
cludes two (2) VIP floor
tickets and meet-and-greets

with DeWyze and the entire
American Idol Top 10 (in-
cluding favorites Bowersox
and Casey James). The
proceeds will benefit the
ACLU of Southern Califor-
nia.

“American Idol” is tele-
vision's #1 hit series and
empowers contestants and
viewers to share their
voices in deciding who will
be America's next singing
superstar. Ryan Seacrest is

the host and the judges in-
clude Ellen DeGeneres,
Randy Jackson and Kara
DioGuardi – and a soon-to-
be named host to replace
Simon Cowell.

The government of the
United States is built on two
basic principles: (1) major-
ity rule through democratic
elections; and (2) protection
of individuals from any at-
tempts by the majority to
curtail individual liberties

and rights, as spelled out in
the Constitution and Bill of
Rights. The Constitution
and Bill of Rights set the
ground rules for individual
liberty, which include the
freedoms of speech, associ-
ation and religion, freedom
of the press, and the right to
privacy, to equal protection
of the laws and to due
process of law. The ACLU
was founded to defend and
secure these rights and to

extend them to people who
have been excluded from
their protection.

Charity Folks is the
leading online marketplace
for nonprofit fundraising,
corporate cause-marketing
campaigns and celebrity-
driven charity initiatives.
Managing thousands of suc-
cessful charity auctions,
Charity Folks has raised
millions for nonprofit or-
ganizations around the

world, all while offering
consumers highly-coveted
auction lots donated by
today’s hottest celebrities,
musicians, sports stars,
high-profile personalities
and top-tier brands. Other
tours coming soon to the
site include The Jonas
Brothers World Tour with
Demi Lovato! For further
information visit www.
charityfolks.com.

Car Review
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MEET YOUR AMERICAN IDOL!
Charity package includes meet-and-greet with 2010 American Idol champion
Lee DeWyze and runner-up Crystal Bowersox and the other Top 10 Idols

Free event to kick off circus celebration in Dallas
On Tuesday, July 27,

7:00 p.m., The Greatest
Show On Earth® and
American Airlines Center
will be hosting a FREE cir-
cus celebration and the
guest list includes everyone
in DFW. The party will be
held at AT&T Plaza, which
is on the south side of
American Airlines Center
off Olive Street. The arena

is located at 2500 Victory
Avenue, Dallas, TX 75219.

Through the mystery of
magic, guests will be spell-
bound as Magical Zingmas-
ter Alex Ramon performs a
disappearance act of circus-
sized proportion. The world
famous Ringling Bros. ®
Clown Alley will delight
young and old alike with
their silly antics. Then, the

ponderous pachyderm stars
of the circus will stroll to
the party and revel in the
excitement by snacking on
a colossal salad and delec-
table fruits.

AmericanAirlines Cen-
ter parking for the Tuesday,
July 27 circus party is com-
plimentary. Guests are en-
couraged to park in Lot F,
located on the north side of

the building. Lawn chairs
and blankets are encour-
aged.

Ringling Bros. and Bar-
num & Bailey® presents
ZING ZANG ZOOM® is
coming to American Air-
lines Center, July 28-Au-
gust 8, and FortWorth Con-
vention Center, August 11-
15. For more information,
visit www.Ringling.com.

Stanley Clarke

Richardson Hotels to host
SWAC Basketball Tournament

Championship vsitors
(NDG Wire) The

Richardson Convention &
Visitors Bureau and seven
Richardson hotels part-
nered with the City of Gar-
land and other area cities to
secure the winning bid for
the Southwestern Atlantic
Conference (SWAC)Men's
and Women's Basketball
Tournament Championsh-
ips in 2011, 2012, and
2013.

The SWAC Council of

Presidents and Chancellors
has selected The Special
Events Center in Garland to
host tournaments and area
hotels will host the associ-
ated visitors.

The 2011 SWAC Bas-
ketball Tournament will be
played March 9-12 at the
7,500-seat Special Events
Center. The conference of-
fice requested bids from as
many as 15 cities within the
league's five-state footprint.

The World’s Favorite Mischievous Monkey
Arrives in Dallas on September 25

(NDG Wire) Curious
George®, the irrepressible lit-
tle monkey who has captured
children’s hearts for genera-
tions, jumps into action when
he takes the stage in Curious
George Live! Curious
George swings onto the stage
at Verizon Theatre at Grand
Prairie from Saturday, Sept.
25 and Sunday, Sept. 26.

Tickets for all four perform-
ances are on sale now.

Curious George is on a
mission to help Chef Pis-
ghetti save his restaurant by
winning a world-famous
meatball competition. With
guidance from his friend, The
Man with the Yellow Hat,
George’s adventures take
him to Rome and The Golden

Meatball Contest. With
every swing and flip, George
takes the audience through a
fun-filled, entertaining story
filled with music, dance and

follow-that-monkey fun.
Parents and grandparents
who grew up with Curious
George will enjoy it just as
much as the kids!

Looking for
BARGAINS?

Log onto
NORTHDALLASGAZETTE.COM

& click on the
coupon banner.

coupons.com has partnered with us for you.
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Planners Seek Residents’ Input
on Transportation, Air Quality
Public meetings, new publication focus
on recent progress, remaining challenges
(NDG Wire) Long-

planned transportation proj-
ects, including additional
rail service and improve-
ments in some of the most
congested roadway corri-
dors, moved forward in the
last year. However, sustain-

ing the progress made in
fighting congestion and im-
proving air quality is vitally
important to residents and
businesses who call North
Texas home.

To develop the most rel-
evant, effective solutions
for the significant trans-
portation and related air
quality challenges the re-
gion will face in the future,
planners and elected offi-

cials need input from all
North Texans.

Public meetings July
19-21 will focus on recent
progress and the outlook for
the future of transportation.
Planners will ask residents
how they think transporta-

tion decision
m a k e r s
should pro-
ceed as they
try to reduce
congestion,
improve air
quality and
safety, and
increase ac-
cess ib i l i ty

and reliability of transporta-
tion options. Overall, dis-
cussion at the meetings will
focus on the current state
and future of transportation
and air quality in the Dal-
las-Fort Worth area, but
several topics will be high-
lighted.

A new State Implemen-
tation Plan would be devel-
oped for the region to meet
the federal air quality stan-

dard by 2013. In addition,
the EPA has proposed
stricter standards.

At the public meetings,
staff will summarize the
significance of potential
federal changes to air qual-
ity standards and review
strategies currently imple-
mented to reduce ozone-
forming pollution. Addi-
tionally, staff will seek
ideas for short- and long-
term strategies to consider
in the future as the region
seeks to improve air quality.

Finally, as a recipient of
federal transportation funds,
NCTCOG is required to es-
tablish and periodically up-
date a Disadvantaged Busi-
ness Enterprise (DBE) pro-
gram and DBE goals to en-
courage contracting oppor-
tunities for minority and
historically underutilized
businesses. The draft fiscal
year 2011 update of the
DBE program and goals for
contracts with US Depart-
ment of Transportation
funds will be presented.

surance, African-Americans
often pay what should be il-
legal mark-ups. Moreover, a
range of predatory products
such as payday lenders, pawn
shops and auto title loans are
often more visible than any
other retail operation.

According to Center for
Responsible Lending re-
search, each year, $5 billion
is taken from the pockets of
working families to pay for
interest on loans from one of
24,000 payday lenders now
in operation.

This figure surpasses the
number of McDonald’s or
Burger King Restaurants na-
tionwide. The average pay-
day borrower has nine repeat
loans per year, which means
he or she pays $450 in inter-
est on a $300 loan.

In a recent edition of the
NAACP’s Crisis Magazine,
Keith Corbett, executive

vice-president for the Center
for Responsible Lending
(CRL) put payday lending a
historical context.

“I think payday lending is
the Jim Crow issue of our
time” said Corbett. “The pay-
day lenders come in, and they
charge the minimum of 400
percent interest. They borrow
money from banks at cheap
rates, then they loan it to peo-
ple in the community at re-
ally high rates.”

The irony is that despite
seventeen states and the Dis-
trict of Columbia having en-
acted double-digit interest
rate caps, the payday industry
continues to find ways to
evade state laws and continue
its predatory lending - even
in the face of resounding
voter mandates to the con-
trary.

Real financial reform will
only occur when legislation

and regulation is available at
both the state and federal lev-
els of government.

In the meantime, states
are well-poised to enact leg-
islation that addresses the
core abuse of payday prod-
ucts.

According to Hilary
Shelton, NAACP Senior
Vice-President forAdvocacy,
“The answer, really, is usury
caps. You have to limit the
amount of the annual per-
centage rate. There are states
that cap the APR at 36 per-
cent, which is the amount
charged to members of the
military.”

Charlene Crowell is the
Center for Responsible Lend-
ing’s communications man-
ager for State Policy and Out-
reach. She can be reached at:
Charlene.crowell@responsi-
blelending.org

Black Farmers await Senate vote
BY RUTH FERGUSON
NDG EDITOR

Although the U.S.
House of Representatives
approved the long awaited
historic settlement to re-
solve decades of discrimi-
nation against black farm-
ers by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, U.S.
Senate approval is still
pending.

The Senate may be
considering whether to ap-
prove funding for the
black farmers settlement
this week.

John W. Boyd, Jr.,
founder and president of

the National Black Farm-
ers Association is urging
supporters to contact their
Senator today. Boyd is en-
couraging supporters to
tell their Senator funding

for the black farmers set-
tlement in the war supple-
mental bill is important.

The phone number to
the Senate switchboard is
202-224-3121.
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New board member positions
added for the sheriff’s charity

The NAACP eventually
joined the party by issuing a
statement indicating they
applauded Sherrod decision
to resign. Saying they had
no tolerance for discrimina-
tion of any sort. Sherrod’s
comments were made at an
NAACP event.

Now, we would like to

hope the President and his
staff is busy trying to figure
out how to put millions of
Americans back to work,
keeping their eye on BP’s
efforts to stop the Gulf oil
leak and managing two
wars. However, surely
someone could have taken
the time to watch the entire

video rather than rely on the
“fair and balanced” job we
all know Fox does.

Had someone bothered
to watch the entire video –
which was filmed in 1986
by the way – they would
have discovered that Sher-
rod shared the true lesson
she learned. Sherrod did in

fact help the White farmer
and said it lead her to real-
ize that is it not a black and
white issue but a poor issue.

This entire incident was
retaliation by supporters of
the Tea Party – which
clearly includes the Fox
Network – for the fact the
NAACP’s outcry lead to the

ouster of a prominent Tea
Party official recently.

To the credit of the pres-
ident of the NAACP, Ben-
jamin Jealous, the organiza-
tion did issue an apology
and retracted their earlier
statement once the full facts
came to light.

In the NAACP’s re-

leased comments they sug-
gested this incident should
be a “teachable moment for
activists and journalists.”
Given the fact the White
House has refused to rein-
state Sherrod, one might
suggest it is a teachable mo-
ment for President Obama
and his staff as well.

Special to the NNPA from the GIN

Furor Over Painting of
Mandela By White Artist

Nelson Mandela



(NDG Wire) Texas sea-
sonally adjusted unemploy-
ment rate dropped to 8.2
percent in June, down from
8.3 percent in May, and
continued to trend well
below the U.S. seasonally
adjusted unemployment rate
of 9.5 percent for the same
month. Texas total nonagri-
cultural employment grew
by 14,000 jobs in June for a
total of 166,100 jobs gained
since the beginning of 2010.

“Texas employment has
grown every month in
2010,” said Texas Work-
force Commission (TWC)
Chairman Tom Pauken.
“Notably, Texas employers
in goods producing indus-
tries added jobs in the
month of June, which in-
cluded gains in Manufactur-
ing, Construction, and Min-
ing and Logging.”

The Education and

Health Services industry
recorded the highest in-
crease in June, with 8,900
jobs added, followed by
Professional and Business
Services, which increased
by 8,600 jobs.

“While I am encouraged
by the decrease in the Texas
unemployment rate, times
are tough for Texas workers
and their families,” said
TWC Commissioner Repre-
senting Labor Ronny Con-
gleton. “Job seekers should
turn to WorkInTexas.com
and our workforce centers
across Texas for reemploy-
ment and support services.”

In June, Manufacturing
added 5,700 jobs, Construc-
tion grew by 4,800 jobs, and
Mining and Logging in-
creased by 2,900 jobs. Em-
ployment in the Trade,
Transportation and Utilities
industry was up by 3,000

jobs, and Information added
800 jobs.

“Seven industries added
jobs in June including Pro-
fessional and Business
Services, Manufacturing,
and Construction – that’s
positive news for Texans
seeking new opportunities,”
said TWC Commissioner
Representing the PublicAn-
dres Alcantar. “TWC and
the 28 local workforce
boards are committed to
helping job seekers find

these opportunities, and to
helping employers with an
array of services they need
to run their businesses.”

The Midland Metropoli-
tan Statistical Area (MSA)
had the lowest unemploy-
ment rate in the state at 5.9
percent. TheAmarillo MSA
had the second lowest un-
employment rate in June at
6.0 percent, followed by the
Lubbock MSA at 6.7 per-
cent (not seasonally ad-
justed).
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GRAPHIC ARTIST
Small Community Newspaper

looking for a partime
student graphic artist.

Prefer student (intern) that's
available on a per project basis.

Must have knowledge of
Quark and Indesign software.

Work will be done
at company office.

Must be professional and
dependable. Fax resumes to:
972-509-9058, or email to:

trj1909@tx.rr.com

Attention Suppliers of Goods,
Services and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
www.bidsync.com

www.garlandpurchasing.com

972-205-2415

Advertising Account Manager
Needed Immediately

Must be
• A good telemarketer
• Willing and able to cold call effectively
• Have reliabletransportation
• Skilled in MS Wordand Excel
• Able to demonstrate good people skills
• Able to work in Plano and surrounding areas

Interested candidates should email resume to
publisher@northdallasgazette.com

Texas Unemployment Rate Drops to
8.2 Percent in June Texas employers

add 166,100 jobs since January

McCarthy
requests bids for the

DISD Bid Pkg #22
Dallas, TX

be submitted before
2:00 pm Tuesday, July 27, 2010

High school and Elementary school renovations.

Bid documents are available for review at McCarthy
Private iSqFt planroom or from Reprographics Dallas,
Phone: 214-267-9669 and other area Plan rooms.

For a complete list contact McCarthy. Insurance per bid
documents. A payment and performance bond may be
required. McCarthy is an Equal Opportunity Employer

and encourages all MBE/WBE/DBE/HUB
firms to submit bids to McCarthy Bldg Co

12001 N. Central Expy, #400
Dallas, Texas 75243

Phone (972) 991-5500 Fax (972) 991-9249
email: bidtex@mccarthy.com

www.mccarthy.com

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS OF PROPOSED TEXAS

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (TxDOT) CONTRACTS
Sealed proposals for contracts listed below will be received by TxDOT

until the date(s) shown below, and then publicly read.
CONSTRUCTION/MAINTENANCE/BUILDING

FACILITIES CONTRACT(S)
---------------------------------------------------------

Dist/Div: Dallas
Contract 0092-02-116 for UPGRADE INTERCHANGE FOR EXPANDED

MULTIMODAL TRAFFI in DALLAS County will be opened on
August 10, 2010 at 1:00 pm at the State Office.

Contract 0095-13-025 for CONSTRUCT TWO NEW RAMPS CONNECT
IH 20 WITH KLEBERG in DALLAS County will be opened on

August 10, 2010 at 1:00 pm at the State Office.
Contract 0261-03-053 for CONSTRUCT NB AUXILIARY LANE, WIDEN
NBML BRIDGE in DALLAS County will be opened on August 10, 2010 at

1:00 pm at the State Office.
Contract 0918-45-760 for REPLACE BRIDGE AND APPROACHES in

DALLAS County will be opened on August 10, 2010 at 1:00 pm at the State
Office.

Contract 0918-45-881 for REFURBISH BRIDGE PROTECTION ASSEM-
BLY SIGNS in DALLAS County will be opened on August 11,

010 at 1:00 pm at the State Office.
Contract 1068-04-140 for INSTALLATION OF 2 DYNAMIC MESSAGE
SIGNS in DALLAS County will be opened on August 10, 2010 at

1:00 pm at the State Office.
Contract 2374-02-132 for UPGRADE EXISTING ISDN TO AWIRELESS
ITS SYSTEM in DALLAS County will be opened on August 10, 2010 at

1:00 pm at the State Office.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Plans and specifications are available for inspection, along with bidding proposals, and
applications for the TxDOT Prequalified Contractor's list, at the applicable State and/or
Dist/Div Offices listed below. If applicable, bidders must submit prequalification informa-
tion to TxDOT at least 10 days prior to the bid date to be eligible to bid on a project. Pre-
qualification materials may be requested from the State Office listed below. Plans for the
above contract(s) are available from TxDOT's website at www.txdot.gov and from repro-
duction companies at the expense of the contractor.
NPO: 33483 State Office

Constr./Maint. Division
200 E. Riverside Dr. | Austin, Texas 78704

Phone: 512-416-2540
Dist/Div Office(s)

Dallas District | District Engineer
4777 E. Hwy 80 | Mesquite, Texas 75150-6643

Phone: 214-320-6100
Minimum wage rates are set out in bidding documents and the rates will be part of
the contract. TXDOT ensures that bidders will not be discriminated against on the
grounds of race, color, sex, or national origin.

DO YOUWANT AN EXCITING
AND REWARDING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

• Competitive wages
• Array of benefits

• Education incentive pay
• . . . and more

SIGN UP TO TAKE
THE CITY OF IRVING’S NEXT

CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM.
CALL (972) 721-2532 TO REGISTER.

The City of Irving does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion,
age, or disability in employment or the provision of services.

wwwwww..cciittyyooffiirrvviinngg..oorrgg

Volunteer
Connection Fair

upcoming in August
(NDG Wire) Richland

College and AARP Texas is
inviting the public to a Vol-
unteer Connection Fair to
learn about volunteer op-
portunities in the commu-
nity. They will have several
organizations present that
are looking for adult volun-
teers to serve in their organ-
ization. 

Also, the AARP’s new
Create the Good website
will be highlighted. The or-
ganization believes there is
a new spirit of service

sweeping the country. The
AARP website gives every-
one the tools needed to do
something to “Create the
Good” in their community.
www.aarp.org/createthe-
good. 

The Volunteer Connec-
tion Fair is scheduled for
Thursday, Aug. 12. 4-7 p.m.
at Richland College, lo-
cated at 12800 Abrams
Road, El Paso Hallway,
Dallas. For more informa-
tion, call 214-265-4081.



AVENUE F CHURCH
OF CHRIST IN PLANO 

July 25,
8 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Come for our Worship
Services and stay for our
FREE Blood Pressure
Clinic.  The clinic is held
the last Sunday of every
month after morning and
evening services.
Brother Ramon Hodridge,

Minister
1026 Avenue F
Plano, TX   75074
972-423-8833

DAYSTAR
DELIVERANCE
MINISTRIES

On Going
9:30 a.m. – 11:30 am

Visit Helen’s House every
Monday and Friday to re-
ceive, to give, to comfort
and most of all to fellow-
ship.  The give-a-way of
food, love and household
items is given freely to all
those who could use a little
touch.

Pastor Minnie
Hawthorne-Ewing

635 W. Campbell Road
Suite 210

Richardson, TX 75080
972-480-0200

FAITHWAY
FELLOWSHIP

BAPTIST CHURCH IN
HAMPTON PARK

July 25, 4 p.m.
You’re invited to join us in
celebrating our musicians,
Lady Diane Bowman &
Brother Chris Matthews

and our choir for 5 years of
faithful ministry.  Our
guests include Pastor
Cedric Jackson and Love
Fellowship Church and
others.
Pastor Derrick Bowman, Sr.
8219 Bunche Drive
Dallas, TX   75243

FELLOWSHIP
CHRISTIAN

CENTER CHURCH,
IN ALLEN

“THE SHIP”

On Going,
9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Monday – Friday
Prayer Lines for those in
need are 972-649-0566
and 972-649-0567.

Wednesdays Only
Come get your praise on in
the middle of the week at
our Wednesday Night Live
at our main campus @ 7
p.m.
Rev. W. L. Stafford, Sr.,

M.Div.
Senior Pastor

305 N. Alder Drive, in
Allen for Sunday
Morning Worship.
Church Address is
200 Belmont Drive
Allen, TX   75013 
972-359-9956

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST
CHURCH

OF THE COLONY
July 26-30

Join us for Vacation Bible
School.  Our theme:
Transform Your Life and
Get Ready for the Savior.

Call Deacon Joe Allmond,
Deaconess Takeia Allmond
or the church for details.
Dr. C. Paul McBride

Senior Pastor
4396 Main Street

The Colony, TX   75056
972-625-8186

INSPIRING BODY OF
CHRIST CHURCH 
July 25, 7:30 a.m.

And 11 a.m.
You’re invited to our Sun-
day Morning Worship
Services.

July 26, 7 p.m.
Join us for Monday School
as we learn about, worship
and praise God in our new
facility.

Dr. Rickie G. Rush,
Senior Pastor

7701 S. Westmoreland Rd.
Dallas, TX   75237
972-372-4262

MT. PISGAH
MISSIONARY

BAPTIST CHURCH
“THE ROCK”
August 13-14

Our Youth Ministry pres-
ents “Don’t Be a Bench
Player” S.T.A.N.D Confer-
ence 2010 and you’re in-
vited.
August 22, 5 p.m.-6 p.m.
Join us for our Back to
School Drive.  You must
register on or before July
21.  Call the church for de-
tails
Pastor Robert Townsend
11611 Webb Chapel Road
Dallas, TX   75229
972-241-6151

NEW MOUNT ZION
BAPTIST CHURCH

OF DALLAS 
On Going

You are invited to visit our
Job Resource Center on
Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. in
our Computer Training
Room in the Educational
Building.

July 30
The Third Annual Felony
and/or Misdemeanor-
Friendly Community Ca-
reer Fair will be held.  Job-
seekers are required to pre-
register, attend and partici-
pate in a series of Pre-Ca-
reer Fair in job-readiness
workshops prior to and in
preparation for this event.
Call for details.
Dr. Robert Price, Sr.,

Senior Pastor
9550 Shepherd Road
Dallas, TX  75243
214-341-6459

NORTH DALLAS
COMMUNITY

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
CHURCH

ON GOING HELP
God never expected us to
bear our burdens alone;
our Stephen Ministers are
ready to provide emotional
and spiritual care in all
your trials and tribulations
when you need them.  Call
972-437-3493, Ext. 153
for details.

August 6-8
Join us for a pure life
weekend at our 3rd Annual
Purity Conference.

Theme:  Pure Heart, Pure
Mind, Pure Life from
Deuteronomy 6:5-8.  Call
Pastor Terren Dames @
972-437-3493, Ext. 152
for registration fees and
other details.
Dr. Leslie W. Smith,
Senior Pastor

1010-1020 S. Sherman St.
Richardson, TX   75081

972-437-3493

SHILOH MBC
IN PLANO

August 7, 7 p.m.
Join us for our 4th Annual
Chosen Generation Youth
Explosion.  In anticipation
we would like to organize
a 100 Voice Youth Choir
between the ages of 12-18.
Call Matthew Berry, Youth
Pastor for details.

Every Wednesday
In July & August, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our Mid-
Week Service as we praise
and worship God for His
blessings.
Dr. Isaiah Joshua, Jr.

Senior Pastor
920 E. 14th Street

Plano, TX   75074
972-423-6695

WORD OF LIFE
CHURCH OF

GOD IN CHRIST
Every Tuesday

In July 2010 @ 7 pm
Join us for our anointed
Pastoral Night and be en-
couraged by Words from
Heaven.

August 6, 8 p.m.
Inviting all to join us and
see Sister Doris Gilder, our
dance instructor for our
youth and adults, in a Ma-
hogany Dance Theatre of
Texas production at the
Music Hall at Fair Park,
Dallas, Texas, benefiting
the Amazing Grace Urban
Arts-in-Education Initia-
tive in North Texas.  Tick-
ets available at all Ticket-
masters locations.

Dr. Gregory Voss,
Senior Pastor

2765 Trinity Mills Road
Suite 305

Carrollton, TX   75006
214-514-9147
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The New Light Church
ENCOURAGING, EMPOWERING, EVANGELIZING

“Taste and see that the LORD is Good.”

Shaun Rabb, Senior Pastor

Sunday School  9:30AM
Sunday Worship Service  11:00AM

Thursday Night Live At The Light  7:00PM

Come, Experience
The Light!

www.newlightchurchdallas.org

9314 Elam Rd. | Dallas, TX  75217
214.391.3430

Attention garage
sale shoppers

Fellowship Christian
Center Church in Allen,
where Rev. Wayne
Stafford is the Senior Pas-
tor is hosting a garage sale
on Saturday July 31st

from 8:00 a.m. - 12:00
noon at the main campus
( 200 West Belmont Drive
, Allen TX).   

Looking for a bargain
~ come early!
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8:00am & 10:30am

Check Your Shield Then Obey
www.NorthDallasGazette.com Sister Tarpley

First Lady Tangelyn Voss, Word of Life COGIC, in
Carrollton, Texas speaking words of encouragement.

Avenue F Church of Christ
1026 Avenue F • Plano, TX  75074

972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchrist.org

Ramon Hodridge, Minister

Early Sunday Morning ...................8:00 am
Sunday Bible Class .........................9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship............10:45 am
Evening Worship ...........................3:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Class ..................7:00 pm

Radio Program @ 7:30 am on
KHVN 970 AM Sunday Mornings

Volunteer Boards and Commissions
“Meet and Greet” – August 2



back at the center of contro-
versy after allegedly ending
the marriage of former
Friendship West Baptist
Church in Dallas, TX exec-
utive secretary, Elizabeth
Payne, 39, a North Richland
Hills, TX Hispanic woman.
The two allegedly became
sexually involved after Pas-
tor Wright visited Pastor
Frederick H. Haynes, senior
pastor of Friendship West
and protégé in 2008.  

At the time of the al-
leged affair Payne married
Fred Payne, 66, in 2006 but
divorced once the affair was
made known.  Fred Payne

discovered more than 80
emails between her and
Pastor Wright.  

"There must have been
about 80 of them, back and
forth," Fred Payne said.
"Wright said things like he
was going to leave his wife
for Elizabeth."  

"I was downright mad
about this bull- - - -," said
Fred, who stated he was "in
the oil and gas business"
and belonged to a hunting
club.  

"People wouldn't be
happy to know that my wife
was sleeping with a black
man," he added, "Rev.

Haynes doesn't like the in-
terracial thing, either. This
was quite an issue for him."   

Pastor Wright is also
married, a second time, to
his wife of 20 years who he
courted while she was in at-
tendance to a marriage
counseling session for her
then current marriage.  

Details were not clear,
but speculations arose,
when Payne was terminated
from her position at Friend-
ship West in 2008 which
prompted her to file the
wrongful-termination law-
suit against the mega
church in the southern area

of Dallas, TX in March
2009.  

Payne sited that once
the relationship between
she and Pastor Wright was
made public that Pastor
Haynes immediately re-
acted and terminated her
based on her race and their
interracial relationship.  

Pastor Haynes remained
adamant that he knew noth-
ing of the alleged affair be-
tween his mentor and for-
mer secretary and sited that
Payne was terminated be-
cause of poor work per-
formance and a breach of
confidentiality when Payne

allegedly informed the
media of Wright’s 2008
visit.  

During the civil case
proceedings the emails sent
by Wright were introduced
as evidence and ultimately
Payne and Friendship West
agreed to an undisclosed

settlement on last Wednes-
day after the trial began on
Monday.  

Both parties have
agreed to not mention the
details of the settlement or
of the case.  
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