
DENZEL BATTLE
NDG CONTRIBOUTOR

My name is Denzel Bat-
tle, a student at Ranch View
High School in Irving,
Texas. I like to play football
and basketball. After high
school, I look forward to col-
lege where I will study busi-
ness management and info-
rmation about automobiles
becuase I would like to have

my own business building
cars.

Through theWhatAbout
The Children Foundation
(WATCF), I was offered the
opportunity to work as as an
editorial intern for the North
Dallas Gazette. I loved the
job from day one.

When I first walked ar-
rived, I was greeted by Ms.
Rosie Roberts, the Office

Manager. Ms. Roberts inter-
viewed me for the position,
confirming my skills and in-
terests. Following the inter-
view I was put to work
immediately fiiling. Later
that day I met the Editor, Ms.
Ruth Ferguson. I quickly
learned the objectives for the
editorial intern. Ms. Roberts
and Ms. Ferguson provided BY RONWALTERS

(NNPA) In case you
have missed it, there has
been a battle over health
care reform in the House
of Representatives, but
the main one has taken
place within the Demo-
cratic Party between the
80-member Progressive
Caucus and the 50 mem-
ber Blue Dog conserva-
tive Democratic caucus.

An example was
when Rep. Henry Wax-
man, chair of the Energy
and Commerce Commit-

tee negotiated with the
Blue Dogs’ to take the fi-
nancial reimbursement
rates to doctors and Hos-
pitals earned allowed by
the government away
from the Medicare Pro-
gram. That would allow
them to raise rates free
from government inter-
ference.

The Black Congres-
sional Caucus sounded
the alarm with a letter
from its Chair, Rep. Bar-
bara Lee, saying they
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Stephanie Lee,
Clifton’s Newly

Appointed Principal
For Irving ISD

Progressives and
Blue Dogs: Battle
Health Reform

My Experience as An NDG Summer Intern

AKA Sorority Battles Internal Discord

Gospel Recording Artist Sean Reed
is Opening Act for Kirk Franklin
at Six Flags Over Texas

BY JAMESWRIGHT
(NNPA) - Members of

the country's oldest Black
sorority are suing to remove
their president, alleging
hundreds of thousands of
dollars of the group's
money on were spent on her
– some of it to pay for a
wax statue in her own like-
ness.

Eight members of the
Alpha Kappa Alpha soror-
ity filed the complaint in
D.C. Superior Court on
June 20 ''to restore their
beloved sorority to its for-
mer high standards of gov-
ernance, corporate trans-
parency and active member
communication,'' according
to the complaint. The suit

demands McKinzie be fired
and the money returned to
the sorority.

This is extraordinarily
shocking if not illegal con-
duct,'' Edward W. Gray Jr.,
an attorney representing the
plaintiffs suing the Chicago
-based sorority, said las
week according to the As-
sociated Press.

The suit also claims
President Barbara McK-
inzie bought designer cloth-
ing, jewelry and lingerie
with the sorority credit card
and then redeemed the
card's reward points to buy
a big-screen TV and gym
equipment.

See DISCORD, Page 12

There ap-
pears to be unfair-

ness in the awarding of
project bids to minority- and
women-owned contractors
by the Garland Independent
School District (GISD). It
may be us, but considering
the 2000 census report
shows approximately 50 per-
cent minority population in
Garland, and GISD popula-

tion statistics indicate ap-
proximately 70 percent mi-
nority population, expend-
itures to minority businesses
for the last couple of years
were disproportionately low.

Minority- and women-
owned businesses can regis-
ter for certification as a His-
torically Underutilized Busi-
ness (HUB). By state law,
state agencies must make a

good faith effort to utilize
HUBs in their bidding and
awarding of projects. But
something is not adding up
with the figures in GISD. For
the 2006-2007 fiscal year,
only 7.7 percent of GISD's
total purchase order spend
went to HUBs. That in-
creased slightly for 2007-
2008, with 11 percent going
to HUBs.

Considering there are
minority trade associations
in the Dallas/Fort Worth
metroplex, including the
Black Contractors Associa-
tion, the Hispanic Contrac-
tors Association and the
Asian-American Contractors
of Dallas, with a combined
membership of around 1,000

See DISPARITY, Page 7

Garland ISD - Please Explain This Disparity
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Louis Carr is President
of Media Sales for BET, the
premiere media company
serving African-Americans
and those who consume
Black culture. He is re-
sponsible for the strategic
plans to generate revenue
for BET. Carr's twenty year
success at BET has made
him one of the most influ-
entialAfrican-Americans in
the media and marketing in-
dustry. Prior to joining
BET, he worked for Black
Enterprise and Ebony. He
started his professional ca-
reer in the insurance indus-
try. Carr is also CEO and
President of TV, LLC
(Tweetie Ventures) which is
a real estate company that
owns and manages multi-
family apartment buildings
in Chicago.

Louis Carr Internship
Foundation (LCIF) pro-

vides 20 paid internships in
communications to under-
graduate students of color
during the summer immedi-
ately following their fresh-
man, sophomore or junior
year of college.

Carr established the not
for profit, 50l(c)(3) Founda-
tion in 2003 to increase
multiculturalism and diver-
sity in the communications
industry.

A veteran of over 20
years in communications,
Carr knew that segments of
the industry such as adver-

tising, market-
ing, public
relations and
media sales
were slow to
develop the
mu l t i e t h n i c
w o r k f o r c e s
which reflected
the changing
racial composi-
tion of the
USA and the
challenges of
multicultural
global markets.

To ensure
more minority
representation
Louis Carr,

President of Media Sales,
BET Holdings, Inc., struc-
tured the LCIF intern pro-
gram with a two-fold
mission.

First, LCIF internships
would give highly moti-
vated minority students,
who could not afford to take
non-paying summer intern-
ships, a chance to get ca-
reer-building experiences in
top communications com-
panies while earning
needed college money.
Second, LCIF internship
program would help com-
panies to identify, recruit,
and maintain a more multi-
cultural workforce.

Since the Foundation
debuted its paid summer in-
ternships, LCIF alumni in-
clude - 10 students from
2004; 15 coeds for 2005; 21
interns in 2006 and 2007;
and 16 students in 2008.
This summer the Founda-
tion will award at least 10
LCIF Internships.

To apply for future in-
ternship opportunities visit
the website: www.louiscar-
rfoundation.org/summer_lci

f_interns.htm.
In July Carr was named

the MAAX 2009Media Ex-
ecutive of the Year.

Television host, pub-
lisher, singer, and motiva-
tional speaker for over 20
years, Kertrina Dauway is
a woman who is always on
the move.

She is the host/emcee
of The House of Blues
Sunday Gospel Brunch lo-
cated in Downtown Dal-
las. Dauway is also
hosting a new television
show ResoundLIVE Tele-
vision which airs every
Monday Night at 9:30

p.m. on Channel 34 and
www.access34.tv.

Dauway is a trailblazer
and a woman determined
to encourage everyone
that you can do anything if
you just try. After years of
depression and low self-
esteem she teaches people
how to stand up and be
confident in who they are
no matter what back-
ground they stem from.
She is a frequently re-
quested singer and

speaker.
Her Gospel En-

semble will be in
concert at the
House of Blues
Sunday Gospel
Brunch on Sunday,
August 30, 2009.

"I feel like God
has always given
me signs all my life
of what I was
meant to do on this
earth. I always
knew that hosting a
television show
was my destiny. I
just needed to

know the type of TV pro-
gram God want-ed me to
do. I am so excited about
what Resound
LIVE Television offers the
community and now the
world through the internet.
It is a healing resource
through songs and pro-
vides a wealth of educa-
tional information of all
topics to our viewers,"
Dauway shared.

The ResoundLIVE Tel-
evision allows singers and
musical groups throughout
the opportunity to receive
exposure before millions

of viewers. To appear on
ResoundLIVE contact
(469) 438-1477 or email:
resoundlive@yahoo.com
www.myspace.com/re-
soundlivetelevision

You always catch Ker-
trina Dauway hosting The
House of Blues Sunday
Gospel Brunch on Sun-
days.

On August 30, 2009,
she and her special Gospel
Ensemble will be in con-
cert at 12:30 pm.

For tickets call (214)
978-2583, or visit www.
houseofblues.com.

Brian Ganges is a pow-
erful figure and is both an

author and motivational
speaker. Ganges is a native

New Jerseyan living in
Arlington, Texas.

Ganges has written
many thought provok-
ing, principled, inform-
ative and insightful art-
icles. His topics of in-
terest are: current ev-
ents, politics, health
related topics, econom-
ics, relationships, and
principles for daily liv-
ing; Ganges discusses
these topics always
from a Christian world-
view.

He communicates with
a growing audience via his
website www.insightforto-
day.blogspot.com. Infor-
mation regarding Ganges'
new articles, speaking en-
gagements and upcoming
events are available on the
website.

Ganges has also met or
worked with several prom-
inent politicians in the past,
including radio interviews
with 2008 US Presidential
candidates Former UN
Ambassador Alan Keyes
and US Congressman Ron
Paul.

Recently Ganges was
one of the contributors in
The Soul of the Man: A Tri-

umph of My Soul Anthol-
ogy edited by Elissa Gab-
rielle. The book is a
"collection of enlightening
stories personifies the sen-
timent, faith, resilience and
love embodied in the cre-
ation God made in His own
image." Ganges contribu-
tion is Manning Up with
God.

Gange describes his
essay, "This story is impor-
tant to me because it is real
and relevant. I lived it and
overcame the adversity.

People told me about
God's ability and willing-
ness to deliver. But I know
and have proven God to be
a deliverer, and He has pro-

ven to me, once again, that
He loves me regardless of
my circumstance. He
showed Himself strong on
my behalf.

I was the one that actu-
ally struggled, and cried
when no one saw me at a
low point. I was the one
that felt forsaken and de-
feated, but He lifted me up.

One thing that I have
learned is that it is one
thing to know about God
(from a book or someone
else's experiences), but it's
a lot better to actually
know Him personally (in
your heart)."

More information is
available at www.thesoul

ofaman.net/.
Ganges' passion for hu-

mankind is revealed in his
forthcoming book, Piecing
the Puzzle Together which
will show readers how to
bring their lives together;
from raising children, to
relating to co-workers, to
finding and sustaining bal-
ance, to getting involved
politically.

This "how-to" book
will give readers a firm
foundation on which they
can build a principled life.
Piecing the Puzzle To-

gether debuts in 2010 from
Peace In The Storm Pub-
lishing.

People in the News

BrianGanges

Kertrina Dauway

Louis Carr
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would not be inclined to
vote for a bill with that
measure in it. Then, the
Progressive Caucus,
which constitutes the CBS
plus Hispanics and White
progressives, weighed in
and the deal seemed to fall
apart. In the end, it was
eliminated and the only
thing the Blue Dogs won
was delaying final passage
of the bill.

This is the kind of po-
litical problem that has
plagued the leadership of
the Democratic Party, con-
fused the public and low-
ered the President’s poll
numbers. President Barack
Obama gave the initiative
to the Congress on crafting
the health care reform leg-
islation wanting to avoid
the problem that President
Bill Clinton had by craft-
ing his own bill and setting
up a target for opposition
groups to shoot it down.

The problem with this
is that the issue of who is
leading the show and what
specifically constitutes re-
form has been difficult to
find in the morass of com-
mittees who have had ju-
risdiction over the issue in
both the House and Sen-
ate. Consequently, the
President’s poll numbers
have declined an average
of seven percent in the
past month.

Ultimately, the Demo-
cratic Party will have to
exercise more Republican-
like discipline in order
achieve, not only this
agenda item, but others.
What continues to interest
me is how conservative
Democrats are allowed by
their constituents to privi-
lege issues like the cost of
health care over their own
access to it.

I did a little research on
the issue and found that
about half of the Blue
Dogs represent Congres-
sional Districts that are
above the national average
(15%) of people who have
no health insurance. More-
over, 55 percent represent
districts that are higher
than the 2006 national av-
erage poverty rate.

If you look at a map of

the US, they are mostly in
the bottom arc of the coun-
try from California, down
through Texas and into the
South where Hispanics
andAfricanAmericans re-
side, with others in tradi-
tionally conservative Mid-
west. So, if it were merely

a matter of serving con-
stituents, about half of the
Blue Dogs shouldn’t be
blue.

Weakening the power
of the Blue Dogs consti-
tutes a legitimate political
objective by the Presi-
dent’s supporters, so that

the Democratic caucus has
the discipline it needs on
other issues along with the
numbers. This constitutes
a reasonable target for or-
ganizing during the Au-
gust recess, but also in the

See REFORM, Page 4



BY JULIANNE MALVEAUX
(NNPA) Congress is

putting the final touches on
health care reform legisla-
tion, arranging to provide
health care, especially, for
the uninsured.

Anyone who has made
the summer rounds of civil
rights conventions under-
stand thatAfricanAmerican
policy makers care about
this issue. Still there seems
to be no passionate advo-
cacy for heath care reform.

Our presence in this de-
bate is much needed – we
have a dog in this fight.
African Americans are
more likely than others to
be uninsured, so the many
ways our new legislation
will make insurance avail-
able is important. And even
when we are insured, the
way that health problems
hit us are most different.
According to the Centers
for Disease Control,
AfricanAmericans and His-
panics “bear a dispropor-
tionate burden of disease,
injury, and disability.”
African-Americans, in par-
ticular, are more likely to be
killed or to die of HIV than
others are.

There is more – we are
more likely to be obese, to
have high blood pressure,
diabetes, or to experience
strokes. The obesity hits us
early – our children are car-

rying more weight than they
need to, and our community
has done little to promote
healthy eating. We experi-
ence cancer earlier than oth-
ers, especially (for black
women) breast cancer, and
we are often diagnosed too
late for diagnosis to save us.

We should be clear that
many health disparities are
the outcome of racial bias
and racism in our lives and
experiences. And many
health disparities are the re-
sult of our own unwilling-
ness to deal with the health
challenges that face our
community. For example,
the fact that African Ameri-
can women are about 11
times more likely to be di-
agnosed with HIV than ma-
jority women is partly a
function of sex education in
our community.

We really can’t blame
racism for the fact that in an
age of easily available in-
formation, too many sisters
continue to put themselves
at risk. Ditto obesity. While
we can talk about the avail-
ability of healthy food
choices in inner cities, the
fact is that there is also
much information available
about how to eat and live
more healthily.

Race may play a role in
the ways our health dispari-
ties play out, but our own
engagement in our health

outcomes also plays a role.
As health care reform

legislation snakes its way
through the congress and
senate, it is disheartening to
see the few who are in-
volved in the legislation and
the many who are silent.

You can’t live without a
healthy life, can’t agitate for
justice without the stamina
for agitation. Yet there are
so many African American
people who are proud, pas-
sionate and sidelined by
their health challenges.
Where is the intense advo-
cacy in our community, an
advocacy that will propel us
to be key activists in the
health reform legislation?

African American peo-
ple need the means and
ends to healthy lives. We
need to push hard for the
health care reform that the
Obama administration is
promoting.

Possibly, our legislators
will kick the can toward
health care reform, produc-
ing legislation in the next
several days. The goal was
that they would have come
to conclusion by august 7,
but there is a clear possibil-
ity that discussion of this
legislation will continue
after the recess.

What needs to happen,
now and later, is that we
need to hear black voices
raised in support of health

care reform. We need to
hear black voices put all of
this in context. We need to
make sure that we all un-
derstand how critical it is
for people to have access to
health insurance and to
health care.

In so man ways, access
to health care is the founda-
tion of our energy and sur-
vival.A community that has
been economically margin-
alized gains much when
health care is made avail-
able to the broadest range of
people.

Health disparities are a
function of the many racial
inequities that plague our
society. If you scratch an
African American, she can
tell you what she thought of
the Henry Louis Gates ar-
rest or the beer summit.
How many can recite the
details of the health legisla-
tion and the many ways it
can enhance the African-
American community. Pri-
orities, priorities. Health

care reform will improve
the health status of the
African American commu-
nity.
Julianne Malveaux is

president of Bennett Col-

lege for Women in Greens-
boro, North Carolina. She
can be reached at presben-
nett@bennett.edu.
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2010 and 2012 elections.

If these conservative
Democrats can get elected
having opposed the Presi-
dent and the party’s pro-
grams, something will be
seriously wrong. The chal-
lenge of the Democratic
Party and, therefore, the
message should be how
the party’s program has, or
will benefit people in their
districts.

The numbers reflect-
ing the President’s per-
sonal popularity are still
strong, but it would be
naive for his advisers to
think that Obama’s leader-
ship alone can carry the
day in pushing his key is-

sues. The logic here is that
if he gives the initiative to
the Congress, it will also
take a far more disciplined
party in control to enact
measures that are close to
what the President wants
and not have them negoti-
ated away.

In order to achieve that
discipline, the conclusion
I reach is that, going for-
ward, the President must
have a far more vigorous
media strategy that more
effectively counters Re-
publican messaging to the
people that doubles-back
and is reflected in public
opinion polls.

The decline of the

President’s poll numbers
on health care is not only
a function of the confusion
of leadership, but the
strong access of Republi-
cans to talk shows and to
media ads that express
American resentment
more effectively than op-
timism and change.

I’ve just read a local
Virginia paper where a
conservative Democrat
who represents that dis-
trict is raising issues about
the cost of health care, but
the local message of how
it would help people is
missing. That is the chal-
lenge.



(NDG Wire) Mesquite’s
NAACP Chapter invite all
lovers of art and fashion as
top designers are showcased
at the ART De’Lecour Fash-
ion Show and Art Gallery
Exhibit. The event will
benefit Mesquite’s His-
toric African American
Brickyard Cemetery
Preservation Project.

This event will fea-
ture a special celebrity
runway walk featuring
radio personalities.
K104’s own Cat Daddy,
97.9 The Beat’s DJ Magic,
Heaven 97’s Carmina Bar-
nett are a few runway partic-
ipants.

Also, several Mesquite

city and school officials,
State Representative Robert
Miklos, and Ms. Plus Amer-
ica Shaurese Linwood
among others.

Several special guest ap-

pearances planned include
Quentin Coryatt, retired
Football Pro for the Colts
and Dallas Cowboys, and
now CEO of Perfect Jumper;

KHVN’s Robert Ashley,
Dickie Fears and Stafon
Jackson.

A pre-event marketplace
will begin at 4:00 p.m. fea-
turing vendors and other in-

formational booths.
Fashion show at-

tendees can enter the
ballroom beginning at
5:45 p.m. General ad-
mission seating ($25
per person) available
on a first-come, first-
served basis. Special
reserved seating for

sponsors ($50 per person)
and VIPs ($75 per person)
available. Only VIPs receive
admission to post-event art
exhibit and reception.

Community News
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Carrollton Boards and Commissions Meet and Greet
(NDG Wire) The City of

Carrollton is hosting a “Meet
& Greet” for anyone inter-
ested in volunteering with a
Board and Commissions Co-
mmittee. Stop by the Council
Chambers at City Hall from
6 to 8 p.m. on Monday, Au-
gust 10 to meet current
Boards and Commissions

members and staff represen-
tatives. They will all be on
hand to share information
about their duties and special
projects.

For those interested, ap-
plications are now being ac-
cepted. The Carrollton Home
Rule Charter establishes cer-
tain qualifications that must

be met by all members of
City Boards, Commissions
and Committees.

To serve, you must:
· Have been a resident of

Texas for at least one year
and of Carrollton for at least
six months

· Be a qualified Carroll-
ton voter at the time of ap-

pointment
· Not have been con-

victed of a crime of moral
turpitude

· Not be an adversary
party to pending litigation
against the City, except for
eminent domain proceedings

· Not be in arrears on City
taxes, water service charges

or other City obligations
· Have a creditable record

of attendance and perform-
ance in any previous Board
service

Applications can be
downloaded online at cityof-
carrollton.com/citysecretary
or picked up at the City Sec-
retary's office in City Hall.

Applications may be faxed,
mailed or dropped off to the
City Secretary's office.

All applications must be
received in the City Secre-
tary’s Office no later than 5
p.m. on Friday, August 21.
For more information, con-
tact the City Secretary at
972-466-3582.

TXU Energy Lowers Prices Again
(NDG Wire) TXU En-

ergy announced new price
cuts represent the lowest
term prices offered by the
company since 2005. The
new prices were effective
August 1.

“We’re able to lower
prices as a result of lower
wholesale electricity prices,”
said Dave Hennekes, vice
president of residential mar-

kets. “We’re passing these
savings on to our customers.”

In addition, TXU Energy
is automatically cutting pri-
ces as much as 15 percent for
over a quarter of a million
existing customers on month-
to-month plans byAugust 10.

To help existing TXU
Energy customers on term
plans benefit from lower pri-
ces, the company is also

waiving early cancellation
fees this summer for those
who want to re-enroll on a
special reduced-price term
plan. This is aimed at pro-
viding relief to customers
who signed up for a term
plan last year when prices
were generally higher. Addi-
tionally, for customers who
switch from another provider
to TXU Energy, the company

is offering plans that include
significant incentives so new
customers can quickly begin
to enjoy the benefits and pro-
tections of being a TXU En-
ergy customer.

“Once again, we’re in the
middle of a typical hot Tex-
assummer and lower prices
couldn’t come at a better
time,” said Hennekes. “Low-
er prices, energy-efficient

products at our online store,
incentives to swap to a
lower-priced plan and unique
assistance for at-risk cus-
tomers clearly demonstrate a
value unmatched in the mar-
ket. It’s the reason we’re the
number one choice in Texas.”

For the third consecutive
year, TXU Energy declared a
moratorium on disconnects
through September 30 for

customers designated as low-
income, ill or disabled or
who are at least 62 years of
age.

In order to receive these
benefits, customers must
contact TXU Energy at (800)
242-9113 to notify the com-
pany of their needs and to
sign up for special, more
flexible payment plans.

Fashion Show & Art Gallery Exhibit to Benefit Mesquite’s
Historic African-American Brickyard Cemetery Preservation Project

The Queen of Chinese String Music
(NDG Wire) Betty

Zhang is known in China
as the "Queen of Chinese
String Music" and "Prin-
cess of the Ancient Chi-
nese Musical Chamber" is
performing at the McKin-
ney Performing Arts Cen-
ter on

Friday, August 7 7:00
p.m. and Saturday, August
8 at 3:00 p.m. and 7:30
p.m. at the Elite Culture

Center in Richardson. Ad-
mission is $10.

Zhang was born in the
province of Yuan Nan,
China and began her stud-
ies in music at age eight,
learning under such well-
known teachers of Shi-
Ching Lin and Dah-Hi
Liu, both masters of the
pipa, a Chinese 4-stringed
lute.

She furthered her stud-

ies by researching the
long-lost musical instru-
ments of her native pro-
vince, particularly the
dingqin and hulusi of the
Tai Tribe, the 4-stringed
qin of theYi Tribe, and the
sanxian of the La-Gu
Tribe.

For more information
call 972-818-6888 or
email naeyo2001@yahoo
.com.

For information or to
purchase a ticket, visit

www.artdelecour.com, or
contact Denise Upchurch

at 214-280-0866 or
www.brickyardcemetery.org.
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State Rep. Carol Kent Backs Education with Service Project
(NDG Wire) Carol

Kent, State Representative
in House District 102, is
demonstrating her commit-
ment to helping equip Texas
students for school with a
unique service project.

The 2ndAnnual Back to
School Backpack Drive,
Rep. Kent's goal is to col-
lect more than 100 back-

packs for area schools.
"Making sure that every

student has the tools at hand
to start the new school year
is important. Having a new
backpack is a great step in
the right direction," said
Rep. Kent.

With a 20-year career in
higher education and exten-
sive involvement with the

Richardson PTA and the
RISD Board of Trustees,
education is central to Rep.
Kent's public policy.

Shortly after the 81st
Legislative Session, she
stated, "I am pleased that I
was able to help lead our
session in efforts that con-
tinue to enhance the quality
of public and higher educa-

tion in Texas."
The efforts include im-

proving teacher pay and re-
tired teacher benefits
revising the "Top 10%
Rule", more funding for
Tier One Universities, and
improving accountability in
school to move away from
"teaching the test".

Rep. Kent's backpack

drive will occur shortly be-
fore the state's sales tax hol-
iday. OnAugust 21, 22, and
23, the state of Texas will
not charge sales tax on most
backpacks, clothing and
footwear under $100 dol-
lars. New for this year, be-
cause of a bill Rep. Kent
co-authored in the House
last session, most school

supplies will also be exempt
from sales tax.

"Times are tough right
now -- for most all families
in District 102," said Rep.
Kent. "Between the back-
packs we gather in this
drive and the extended sales
tax holiday, I hope to have
done my part in relieving

(NDG Wire) The Uni-
ted Negro College Fund
(UNCF) has received a
$500,000 grant from The
AndrewW.Mellon Founda-
tion to support their Emer-
gency Student Aid
Campaign, an initiative to
help thousands of recession
impacted students at UNCF

colleges graduate from col-
lege.

Mellon has committed
$250,000 immediately to
the campaign. The second
half of the Mellon donation
is a dollar-for-dollar chal-
lenge grant, which match
contributions to the Emer-
gency Student Aid Cam-

paign up to $250,000
through December 1, 2009.

The UNCF's Emer-
gency Student Aid Cam-
paign kicked off earlier this
year with a $1,000,000
commitment from Exxon-
Mobil.

To date, the campaign
has raised $2,354,824 and

has helped more than 1,200
seniors in Texas and other
areas, pay their unpaid bal-
ances.

Job loss and pay cuts
have reduced their families'
ability to contribute to their
education, and the credit
crunch has squeezed stu-
dent loans off the market.

UNCF's goal is to raise a
total of $5 million through
individual, corporate, foun-
dation and church donations
in order to help students
stay in school and graduate.

If you (or your company
or church) are planning to
donate to UNCF (NDG
Wire) Tnow is the time to

double your investment.
Please consider donating
today.

Call the UNCF office to
make a credit card donation
at (972) 234-1007 or send
checks to UNCF Emer-
gency Student Aid Cam-
paign, 2800 Swiss Avenue,
Dallas, TX 75204

UNCF's Emergency Student Aid Campaign Announce a $500,000 Challenge Grant

INTERN, continued fromPage 1
me with a contract that out-
lined my job description.

I was then introduced to
Sis. Shirley Tarpley who is
the Religion Editor of the
newspaper. I helped Sis. Tar-
pley by visiting the websites
of local churches to find
events for her Church Hap-
penings column.

One of the key members
of the team I work with is
Ms. Suzanne Plott, she is the
graphic artist who lays out
the paper each week. One of
my primary responsibilities
was proofing each draft of
the paper for spacing gaps.
Then I called Ms. Plott, who
works offsite, and we re-
viewed each article to correct
those spacing errors. For
spacing gaps that cannot be
fixed by simply hyphenating
a word, we highlight them
for Ms. Ferguson and she
rewrites or deletes informa-
tion as needed.

While I worked at the
North Dallas Gazette, I was
assigned my own desk, com-
puter and even a phone line. I
learned the importance of
deadlines. Also, I had an op-
portunity to see how impor-
tant it is to request the right
corrections and confirm they
were made properly. Other
tasks including filing, finding
photos, researching a story
for the entertainment section,

and checking to ensure cut-
lines correspond with photos.

I met different people
here at the North Dallas
Gazette. They include Ms.
Monica Thornton, who
works with Ms. Roberts; Ms.
Faye Tsai who works in Sales
and Marketing; and Mr.
Xavier Motley, who helps fix
computer problems for the
staff. Also, I have learned
about many community or-
ganizations in Plano, Dallas,
and Irving.

I would like to than Mr.
Thurman Jones, the Pub-
lisher, for giving me this
great opportunity and the
challenge of writing this
story for the paper. At first
writing the story seemed
hard, but when I actually
began writing, the story
began to come to me and I
was able to finish the story.

Just by seeing how the
newspaper business works, I
have gained great experience
at this job. This job is the best
I have ever had, I was treated
not like an intern but I was
really treated like an actual
staff member. The team is re-
ally nice and I would like to
thank them for every thing,
and I leave this job site not
saying goodbye but saying
see you later, because I hope
I will be able to come back
next summer to intern again.

WATCF is a non-profit
501(c)3 organization. A nine
year-old organization has
mentored, educated, moti-
vated and encouraged chil-
dren from the 75216 and
75217 community to experi-
ence different opportunities
through the business mentor-
ing and education program.
Community business owners
have also participated in the
development of youth. They
have extended their assis-
tance without compensation
or reimbursement. WATCF
program provides opportuni-
ties for children to shadow
adults in working situations
and experience exposure to
entrepreneurial/professional
career leadership situations.

WATCF trains partici-
pants how to stay in school,
become creative learners,
enjoy learning, and acquire
business and entrepreneurial
skills, communication, con-
flict resolution, leadership,
and relationship and team-
work skills. In addition, they
teach the students how to
make positive decisions
which leads to their achiev-
ing a successful lifestyle.

Again, I would like to
thank WATCF, Mr. Jones,
Ms. Roberts, Ms. Ferguson,
Sis. Tarpley and Ms. Faye for
working and helping me.

See EDUCATION, Page 13



The First Debutante Cot-
illion sponsored by the Collin
County Alumnae Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc., was held earlier this
summer. Now seven young
ladies are preparing to be pre-
sented to society in 2010.
The young laides participate
in enriching activities that en-
hance their personal, educa-
tional, cultural, spiritual, and
social lives as African Amer-
ican young ladies. They ex-
hibit the essence of finer
womanhood, academic ex-
cellence, strong morals and
values and outstanding serv-
ice to the community.

Seven young ladies are
eagerly waiting for 2010 to
be presented to society. The
2009 Ladies-In-Waiting
were:

Lady Tristen Yvette
Beeler is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Bryant (Cheryl)
Beeler. She attends Allen
High School.

Lady T'Keyah Tamara
Conway is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Francis
(Nanda) Conway. T'Keyah
attends Plano West High
School.

Lady Jasmine Nicole
Bright is the daughter of Mrs.
Cheryl Bright and Mr. Don-

ald Bright. She attends the
McKinney Boyd High
School.

Lady Jentrelle Charisma
Moore is the daughter of. Mr.
and Mrs. J. C. Moore. She at-
tends North Garland High
School.

Lady Paige Alexis Nel-
son is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Valdrine (Patricia) Nel-
son. She attends Flower
Mound High School.

Lady Megan Lindsey
Tillman is the daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Edward (Rose)
Trufant. She attends Liberty
High School.

Lady Courtney Renaye
Turner is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Michael (Sonya)
Turner. She attends Allen
High School.

Delta Sigma Theta Soror-
ity, Incorporated is a public
service sorority. The Collin
County Alumnae Chapter
was chartered in March of
2008 and has answered their
mission during its first year
of offering Five Star Public
Service to the surrounding
communities of Collin
County. All requests for in-
formation may be directed to
dstcca@hotmail.com.

Arts & Entertainment Community Spotlight
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All One Debt Settlement

Free Consultation
“Relief is Just Around the Corner”“Relief is Just Around the Corner”

WE handle the STRESS so you don’t have toWE handle the STRESS so you don’t have to

Dennis Fisher
(214) 518-1752 | Fax (972) 224-5931

dfisher@allonedebtsettlement.com
www.allonedebtsettlement.com
SERVICES WE OFFER
• Settle your debt for a

fraction of the balance.
• Eliminate high-interest

rates and late fees.
• Save you money.
• Help you avoid

Bankruptcy.
• Relieve your Debt Stress!

Debt that can be included
• Credit Cards
• Medical Bills
• Personal Loans
• Old Utility Bills
• Repossessed Vehicle Loans
• Charge Offs
• Collection Accounts
• Judgements
• Some Deparment Store

Debt

Delta Sorority Mentoring Young Ladies in Collin County

Jasmine Nicole Bright, Megan Lindsey Tillman, Tris-
ten Yvette Beeler, T'Keyah Tamara Conway, Paige Alexis
Nelson, Courtney Renaye Turner, Jentrelle Charisma
Moore

companies, there certainly is
not a lack of HUBs available
to bid on projects. So we find
it perplexing that GISD spent
so few dollars with these
companies.

In fairness to GISD, the
North Dallas Gazette at-
tempted to contact its elected
trustees by phone. We were
seeking to understand why
HUBs were receiving so few
of the purchasing dollars -
were they not bidding on
projects, were they not quali-
fied for the projects, or were
they over pricing themselves?
But our calls to the trustees
were not returned.

We tried contacting the
Purchasing Director, Mark
Booker, he responded via a
form letter and directed us to
contact the Communications
Department, with no addi-
tional response from his of-
fice. Booker has either been
ordered to not talk to us, or is

conveniently hiding behind
the Communications Depart-
ment in an attempt to defend
these abysmal statistics.

So we still do not know
why only 11 percent of
GISD's purchasing dollars
went to HUBs in 2007-2008,
when the minority population
in Garland is around 50 per-

cent. But we believe it is time
for GISD to include all mem-
bers of the community in its
projects.

There are many renova-
tion, new building and addi-
tion projects coming up in
GISD. If we can hold the
school district accountable,
possibly more HUBs will be

awarded some of these proj-
ects. So far though, GISD
does not seem to want to be
held accountable.

For a school district in a
major city, and a city that has
re-elected its first African-
American mayor, the GISD
purchasing department has
fallen behind the times. The
people of the city said yes to
progress with the election of
the mayor, but GISD seems to
be saying no, and it does not
appear to be apologetic.

If any of our readers have
concerns, or if you have had
interaction with GISDs pur-
chasing department - positive
or negative - please write us
so we can share your com-
ments.

You can reach us via
Twitter at http://twitter.com
/NDGEditor or via email at
editor@northdallasgazette.co
m

City of Garland Population Statistics provided by
American Community Servey of the US Census Bureau

GISD Purchase Order Expenditure
provided by GISD Purchasing Department

DISPARITY, continued fromPage 1
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Community Calendar Visit www.NorthDallasGazette.com and click on Community Calendar for more events!

Ongoing
African American Repub-
lican Club of Collin County
meets 3rd Tuesday of every
month at 7 pm. (Doors will
open at 6:30 pm.) Collin
County Republican Party
HQ. 8416 Stacy Road, McK-
inney. Call Fred Moses at
972-618-7027 or fred@tes
.com for more information.

Collin County Black
Chamber of Commerce,
July 9, August 14 & Sep-
tember 10, CCBCC Gen-
eral Meetings for Summer
Quarter, McKinney Public
Library, 101 E. Hunt Street
McKinney, TX 75069

Collin County Black
Chamber of Commerce:
Monthly Lunch & Learn -
July 16, August 20 & Sep-
tember 17, $15 for mem-
bers, $20 for non-members,
11:00am until 1:00pm at the
El Fenix Restaurant, 3450
S. Central Expressway,
McKinney, TX 75070.
Info: (469) 424-0120.

DFW Financially Em-
powered Women meet
monthly for lunch or dinner
and a fun, informative sem-
inar on various financial
topics. For info: 469-942-
0809 or meeetup.com/378.

Marriage Prep Class 1st
Saturdays monthly 423
West Wheatland Rd. Suite
101, Duncanville 75116
$10 fee for materials. For
more info call Karen Duval
at 972-709-1180.

No Limit Network Busi-
ness Networking Lunch 1st
Thursday at 11:30 am - 12:30
pm every Thursday at Texas
Land & Cattle Steak House
3945 N. Central Expy. Plano
Must RSVP at www.TheNo-
LimitNetwork.com or 972-
898-5882.

The National Business
Women Enterprise Net-
work (NBWEN) Learning
Over Lunch Series: 4th
Saturdays, 11AM-1PM, Re-
MarkableAffairs Cafe, 2727
LBJ Freeway, Suite 140,

Dallas, $20 for members;
$35 for non-members, $5 off
for early bird registration.
See http://nbwenorg.ning
.com.

Summer Melange: Bus-
iness, Pleasure & Charity
Networking Event Free
very 2nd and 4th Friday, 5:00
P.M. to 10:00 P.M. at Prince
Bistro, 1201 E. Spring Creek
Pkwy, Ste. 100, Plano. Info:
972-422-9078 melange@
cause360group.com

Summer 2009
Seniors Active in Learning
hosting annual summer se-
ries including Brown Bag
lecture series and a variety of
classes and other activities.
Info: 972-985-3788, wj-
martin@ccccd.edu or www.
ccccd.edu/sailsite .

March 28 - October 25
The George Washington
Carver: An Extraordinary
ManWithAMighty Vision
Exhibit at TheAfricanAmer-
ican Museum, 3536 Grand
Avenue, Historic Fair Park,
Dallas, TX, 214-565-9026,
$5 Adults, $2 Children
www.aamdallas.org

July 30 – August 9
Ringling Bros & Barnum
& Bailey Show The
American Airlines Center
Thurs., August 6, 7:30PM
Friday, August 7, 7:30PM
Sat., August 8, 11:30AM
Sat., August 8, 3:30PM
Sat., August 8, 7:30PM
Sunday, August 9, 2:30PM
Sunday, August 9, 6:30PM
www.ticketmaster.com

August 6-9
Mocha Sisters 3rd Na-
tional Conference. The
theme is, "Embracing the
Vision" at the Marriott
Suites Dallas Market Cen-
ter, 2493 North Stemmons
Freeway, Dallas Info:
www.mochasisters.org/

August 7 - August 8
14th Summer Home-
school Conference Pre-
register at www.NTHEN

.org or 214-495-9600.

August 7
"Music under the Dome"
features the live band of
"MuziQue" 7pm to 11pm
located at the African Am-
erican Museum in the His-
toric Fair Park of Dallas,
TX. The $10 admission in-
cludes food, refreshments,
and entrance to the "George
Washington Carver" ex-
hibit. Parking is FREE.
Info: 214-563-9026, www.
aamdallas.org/, www.dal-
lasalphas.com/

August 8
The Wiggles! Tour
NOKIA Theatre 1:30 &
5:00 PM

Learning Over Lunch
2009: Creating Your Cor-
porate Identity from 11:00
AM - 1:00 PM Info:Re-
MARKable Affairs Café
2727 LBJ Freeway, Suite
140 Dallas, TX 75234

African Leadership Cou-
ncil Luncheon 12:30 p.m.
at Kasbah Grill Moroccan
Restaurant, 2851 Esters Rd
in Irving. Advance tix $15,
$20 at the door and in-
cludes buffet lunch.

August 9
CaribbeanMusic Festival
2602 Mayfield Rd., Grand
Prairie, TX FREE dfwinfo
@tradersvillage.com or
972-647-2331

Spring of Harmony II --
Chamber Music Concert
Series St.Andrew's Presby-
terian Church, 3204 Skill-
man, Dallas 5 pm FREE
Info: standrews@airmail
.net 214-821-9989

August 10
The International Museum
of Cultures, 7500W. Camp
Wisdom, Dallas, will host
their annual Educator’s
Informational Tour 6:30
p.m. to 8 p.m. Educators
are invited to tour the mu-
seum FREE and discuss
with Docents in each ex-
hibit the TEKS that are

covered during scheduled
tours

August 11
The Multicultural Out-
reach Roundtable 7:00
p.m. Plano Municipal Cen-
ter, Training RoomA 1520
Avenue K

August 14 - August 15
Quilt Plano 2009 9am to
5pm Info: www.quilters-
guildofplano.org, 972-517-
7238.

August 15
The PLAN Fund hosting
"Business Basics for En-
trepreneurs" 9:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. at 2801 Swiss
Ave. Suite 120, Dallas, TX
75204. Cost is $45, register
atwww.planfund.org or
214-942-6698.

ART De'LeCour is a
fundraising event for
Mesquite's Historic
Brickyard Preservation
Project at the The Westin
City Center Hotel, 650
North Pearl Street, Dallas.
The Pre-Event Marketplace
begins at 4:00 p.m.; Fash-
ion Show at 6:30 p.m.
(doors open at 5:45 p.m.);
and Post-Event Art Exhibit
and Reception for VIPs to
follow fashion show. Info:
Denise Upchurch at
denise_upchurch@yahoo.c
om, 214-280-0866 or
www.artdelecour.com/.

August 19
What a Wonderful World
fun-filled family day, 1-
4pmAmon Carter Museum

August 21 - August 22
Half Price Sale: Divine
Consign Children's and
Maternity Consignment
Sale 9am-8pm Admission
is free. Info: Tina Teutsch
214-513-2838, divinecon-
sign@hotmail.com , www.
divineconsign.net

August 21-23
“The 3rd Annual Fort
Worth MusicFest” featur-
ing legendary billboard-
topping bands, Morris Day

and the Time, The Bar-
Kays and The Zapp Band.
This three-day outdoor
music event will take place
in Fort Worth. Tickets are
$15 per day until August,
14, 2009. Kids under the
age of 10 get in free. More
info: www.fwmusicfesti-
val.org or 817.923-9300.

August 21
Gospel Jam feature Chris-
tian comedian Kenn Coxx
and musical guests. Cost is
$10 pre-sale/$15 door. Info:
Kyle Miller at 972-821-
9930 or TheGospelJam
.com.

August 22
2009 Urban League of
Greater Dallas Annual
Gala will feature The Blue
Notes, previously known as
Harold Melvin and the
Blue Notes at the Hilton
Anatole, 2201 Stemmons
Freeway at 6:30 p.m. Info:
(214) 915-4600 or purchase
tickets at the Urban League
Headquarters, 4315 South
Lancaster Road, Dallas

August 26
A Beka Book Home
SchoolAhome school cur-
riculum and text book sale.
Admission is Free, 11am to
3pm; Info: Mickey Pierce
at 800-613-3222 Ext. 67 or
www.abeka.org

August 28-30
Tulisoma South Dallas
Book Fair&Arts Festival
Tulisoma, Swahili for "we
read" a community based
literary festival promoting
literacy and the arts. Speak-
ers include Dallas DA
Craig Watkins, poet Sonia
Sanchez and romance au-
thor Evelyn Palfrey. The
fair will be hosted at the
AfricanAmericanMusuem
and other venues, visit
www.tulisoma.com

August 29
Greater Games Gather-
ing 8am.- 11:30pm.Admis-
sion: $15 at the door. Info:
469-277-2417, info@g3
con.org or www. g3con

.org.

The Metroplex Economic
Development Corp.hosting
a housing fair event, A
Time To Own II, 10am-
3pm at Clay Academy,
3303 Potter’s House Way,
Dallas. Info: 972-708-6400

September 2
Plano Career Fair Meet
with Plano and Dallas area
employers. To see a com-
plete list of jobs available
and to pre-register for this
event from 10am to 2pm,
www.choicecareerfairs.co
m Admission is free. For
more information call 830-
393-7401

September 5-6
2009 City of Bedford
Labor Day Blues & BBQ
Festival a feast for the
senses. The two-day event
re-turns with an entertain-
ing lineup of local talent,
blues legends Buddy Guy
and The Fabulous Thun-
derbirds and a $10,000
barbecue cook-off. Gates
open at 2 p.m. each day

September 10
The Plano City Council
Neighborhood Round-
table - District 4, 7:00 p.m.
- 9:00 p.m. at the Plano
Sports Authority Star-
Center, 6500 Preston
Meadow, Plano, Texas
75024

September 13
Plano Bridal Show 12:00
p.m. to 5 p.m.Admission is
$10 for adults, children 14
and under $5 (includes tod-
dlers & infants). Info: 972-
713-9920 or www.bridal
showsinc.com

September 17
Capacity Building with
Grants Expo: Meet non-
profit groups, educators,
successful grant writers,
and share strategies for
your grant funding capac-
ity. From 8am to 5pm Ad-
mission $39 Info: Tasa
Anderson at 903-639-4519
or www.grantexperts.info



BY JACKIE HARDY
NDG CONTRIBUTOR

Dallas native, Stephanie
Lee will be adding the title
principal to her resume of no-
table achievements . Lee’s
career with Irving Independ-
ent School District (IISD)
began in 2000, where she
served five years in various
teaching capacities which in-
cluded English as a Second
Language (ESL); special ed-
ucation; and third and fourth
grade. In 2006 she was hired
as vice principal for Townsell
Elementary School, adding
experience in administration
to her five plus years in edu-
cation.

Lee earned a Masters in
Educational Administration
and holds professional certi-
fications in the following:
Elementary Self-Contained
Teacher Certificate (grades
one-eight); Generic Special
Education Teacher Certifi-
cate (pre-kindergarten –grade
twelve); English as a Second
Language Teacher Certificate

(pre-kindergarten – grade
twelve); and Principal Cer-
tificate (early childhood –
grade twelve).

“Stephanie has done a
great job as vice principal at
Townsell Elementary and the
principal there expressed
confidence that she is more
than ready to have her own
school,” states Dr. Neil Dug-
ger,Acting Superintendent of
IISD.

“I get great satisfaction
from serving people. I enjoy
serving students directly and
indirectly to help them be-
come independent thinkers
and an asset to society. Serv-
ing and teaching parents the
importance of education is
my passion because this re-
ciprocal relationship benefits
everyone, especially the stu-
dents,” states Lee.

Lee’s leadership style is
best described as a leader
who serves. This form of
leadership will be paramount
in helping the school con-
tinue its success of fostering
an environment that achieves
their mission to improve the
students’ literacy, vocabulary,
and higher-order thinking
skills.

Lee explains, “Serving
and teaching the teachers is
very important because they
impact children’s lives,
which is an unbelievable re-
sponsibility to have.”

Under Lee’s leadership,
the school will be imple-
menting the district’s curricu-
lum which includes using a
balance literacy approach in

reading and writing, thinking
maps to organize student’s
thought processes, small
group instruction in all core
academic subjects to inter-
vene with struggling stu-
dents. By the end of the
school year, the school will
have reached their goal for

the students being able to
read and journal, as well as
having a strong foundation in
basic math concepts.

“Stephanie knows the
curriculum and is very strong
academically. She also has a
positive attitude, which is a
vital quality to have as a prin-
cipal,” states Dugger. The
ability to have a great rapport
with the parents is another
important quality the school
district found as an asset Lee
would bring to the school.

“Many of the parents
have children that feed into
Townsell Elementary; there-
fore, the strong relationships
Stephanie formed while serv-
ing as vice principal at Town-
swell will carry over in her
new role as principal,” Dug-
ger explains.

The majority of parents
Lee will be interfacing with
are parents of minority stu-
dents. Students and parents
will have the privilege to
have a principal who under-
stands firsthand what some
of the needs and challenges
that are specific to minorities.
Clifton ECS student body

consists of 20.5 percent
African American; 65.2 per-
cent Hispanic; 6.7 percent
White; and 7.7 percent Asian
and Pacific Islander.

“Clifton has a large pop-
ulation of Limited English
Proficient (LEP),” states Lee.
The school will also be serv-

ing a large population of par-
ents who have children with
special education needs.
Many of the children with
special educational needs in-
clude walk in speech stu-
dents.

“My special education
and ESL experience will
serve me well when working
with the parents and teachers
in Admission, Review, and
Dismissal (ARD) meetings
for our special education stu-
dents, as well as working
with parents and teachers in
Language Proficiency As-
sessment Committee (LPAC)
meetings for LEP students,”
advises Lee.

According to Lee, Clifton
received a grant to develop a
Parenting Center as an effort
to allow parents to become
more inclusive. The purpose
for the Parenting Center will
provide parenting and com-
puter classes, access to com-
puters and internet, and a
place for the parents to bring
their children, who are not
students, for recreational and
educational play.

The selection of Lee is
one hiring among many the
IISD wants to continue as it
relates to hiring of minority
staff. Dugger has plans to
establish two 24-member ad-
visory councils which will in-
clude a Superintendent Bus-
iness Advisory Council and
Superintendent Advisory
Council on Diversity. Dug-
ger’s purpose for creating the
Advisory Council on Diver-
sity is to address the aca-
demic, social, cultural needs,
and hiring practices within
IISD. Contact the Superin-
tendent Office at (972)600-
5000 for more information.

“Over 60 percent of the
administrators for the 2009
and 2010 school year are mi-
nority and we want to con-
tinue to make hiring min-
orities a priority, which is
why I feel a advisory council
is important,” states Dugger.

“I appreciate the steps Dr.

Dugger is taking to address
Irving’s diverse population,”
exclaims Lee.

Dugger shares the same
sentiment, a feeling of appre-
ciation for having someone
like Lee on their staff. Lee
started her journey hoping to
be a journalist after complet-
ing her undergraduate studies
at East Texas State Univer-
sity in May 1996, but her ca-
reer ambitions changed
during the pregnancy of her
daughter and she decided to
become a teacher because
she wanted a career that was
meaningful and satisfying.

One person’s turn of fate
can become another person,
or in this case a school dis-
trict’s advantage. Lee hopes
the legacy she strives to pass
onto Clifton will be a legacy
that reaps infinite advan-
tages.

“I want to leave a legacy
that empowers the staff to
continue the school’s vision,
build the capacity of the
teachers so they are confident
in producing students with a
sound academic, social, and
emotional foundation, as well
as create and maintain posi-
tive working relationships
with the parents,” states Lee.

Lee goes home each
night to her husband of twe-
lve years, Henry Lee, Jr. and
two children, Jesyka, age ten
and Jordan, age seven with
the passion of carrying out
that legacy for Clifton.
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Spotlight

Stephanie Lee, Clifton’s Newly Appointed
Principal For Irving Independent School District

Stephanie Lee, Principal for Clifton ECS

Dr. Neil Dugger, Acting
Irving ISD Superintendent

“Stephanie has done a great job as
vice principal at Townsell Elementary
and the principal there expressed

confidence that she is more than ready
to have her own school,”

Dr. Neil Dugger
Acting Superintendent of IISD

If your church or community organization is planning any back-to-school events
please send the details to editor@northdallasgazette or http://twitter.com/NDGEditor.



BY RUTH FERGUSON
NDG EDITOR

Writer and director
Nora Ephron, best known
for the classic
romantic come-
dies Sleepless
in Seattle and
When Harry
Met Sally re-
turns to good
form when she
creatively blends two best
selling memoirs to tell the
story of Julia Childs and
Julie Powell. Julie & Julie
is interesting, clever, well
acted and most impor-
tantly - funny.

Stuck in a cubicle in
New York city taking
phone calls from families
and victims of the 9-11 at-
tacks, Julie (Amy Adams)
is craving a little zest in
life. She and her husband
have moved to a tiny
apartment above a pizze-

ria. The best thing that
can be said about this
apartment is that it has
"character." Julie loves to

cook but she is a writer at
heart. Suffering from a bit
of writers block, Julie de-
cides to launch a blog fea-
turing her daily adventures
for a year discussing her
attempts at cooking a dif-
ferent recipe from Julia
Child's legendary cook-
book,Mastering the Art of
French Cooking.

Meanwhile, the film
flashes back to Julia
Child's (Meryl Streep) life
in France and abroad with
her husband Paul (Stanly

Tucci). It was fascinating
to discover that Child's
was not a stodgy old lady,
in fact she was a feisty

broad - in more
ways than you
can imagine.
She received
training at the
renown Le Cor-
don Bleu in
Paris, despite a

rather unwelcoming ad-
missions official.

Naturally, Ephron can-
not leave romance out of
the film. The love story of
Julia and Paul, a mature
couple madly in love,
works so well because of
the fine performances by
Streep and Tucci.
Julie & Julia is rated

PG-13, opens on Friday at
theaters across the Metro-
plex and is well worth the
price of admission.

BY RUTH FERGUSON
NDG EDITOR

This is the final week-
end to see Epic Produc-
tions brought to the local
stage by Rover Dramaw-
erks in Plano. The comedy
follows the antics of two
brothers, Benny and Phil
who are extras on a lavish
epic movie being filmed
in Arizona in the 1930s.
The brothers are not lead-
ing actors or directors,
they are literally members
of a cast of thousands as
they say in show biz. In
this case, 3,400 extras fill-

ing out the
scenes - think
Ben Hur, The
Ten Command-
ments, and Law-
rence of Arabia.

The hilarity
ensues when the
brothers fall
madly in love
with the same
woman, Louise.
She is the assis-
tant director re-
sponsible for
extras.

H o w e v e r ,
following a few

mishaps such as ten
plagues and a misfiring
burning bush, Phil is now
the director and the film
stars are Benny and
Louise. But the show
must go on with lavish
costumes, a sweeping mu-
sical score and a cast of
thousands brought to life
by four actors.

Epic Productions is
written by Larry Coen and
David Crane, and the di-
rector is Carol M. Rice.
Crane's work is very fa-
miliar to many as he is one
of the writers and creators

of the popular sitcom
Friends, and the spin-off
Joey.

Theater fans looking
for laughter and a break
from the return of summer
heat can purchase their
tickets at www.roverdra-
mawerks.com

All tickets are general

seating and also available
for purchase at the door.
The cost is $15 or $18 de-
pending on the evening se-
lected.

Performances begin at
8:00 p.m. Thursday - Sat-
urday at the Cox Building
Playhouse located at 1517
HAvenue.

Car ReviewArts & Entertainment For more entertainment news visit www.NorthDallasGazette.com
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Gospel Recording Artist
Sean Reed is the Opening
Act for Kirk Franklin at
Six Flags Over Texas
(NDG Wire) Gospel

Recording Artist and
Pastor, Sean Reed will
open up for Multiple
Grammy® award-win-
ning gospel artist Kirk
Franklin at the Fight of
Our Life Health Tour
concert at Six Flags Over
Texas, hosted by the
American HeartAssocia-
tion and the Power To
End Stroke organization.
The concert will be held
on Saturday, August 8,
2009 at 7:00 p.m.

Maintaining good
health is one of the great-
est struggles in life, but

everyone has the POW-
ER to take charge of their
health.

"To all my brothers
and sisters, we have a se-
rious health issue that is
claiming the lives of our
loved ones. It's called
stroke. Join me in mak-
ing a declaration to stand
up and do something
about it," Kirk Franklin
encouraged.

For tickets and more
information see http://
fightfourlife.blogspot.co
m/ or contact Sean Reed
Ministries at (817) 734-
5339.

Final Weekend to See Epic Productions

Julie & Julia - A Recipe for Success URBAN LEAGUE OF GREATER DALLAS & N.C.TEXAS
G A L A 2 0 0 9

“Together”

Featuring
The Blue Notes

Saturday, August 22, 2009
7:00 p.m.

Hilton Anatole Hotel
2201 Stemmons Freeway

Ticket Information
Call (214) 915 - 4600

Restoring Family Memories
(NDG Wire) Photogra-

phy tells a story and
Gabrielle Castaneda Pruitt
encourages families to keep
their history safe and
archived to disk and to al-
bums. "We can help you or
show you how to put your
images in a digital album and
then make a printed book for
you."

14th Street Imaging Stu-
dio owner, Pruitt points out,
"We have a small gallery
space and with the decline in
the economy we've put some
of our gallery shows on hold

for the time being. We're just
not selling much art."

Pruitt added, "For the
present time we are focusing
on our services. These in-
clude photo restoration, pic-
ture framing, fine art
printing, art reproduction,
printing on canvas, photogra-
phy, and business cards."

According to Pruitt,
"Sometime color photos es-
pecially those made in the
60-70's fade. We can restore
some color back to them.
You may have only a few
heirloom pictures from your

parents wedding or the birth
of the first baby. Brothers
and sisters, aunts and uncles,
great grandparents, those
photos are so important to
other members of the family.
Archive them into a digital
album. Memories are fragile
and you need to treasure
them and share them. If you
are into your family's geneal-
ogy, we can help your restore
those old family documents
and photos."

14th Street Imaging Stu-
dio offers photography serv-
ices for weddings, mother to

be portraits, head shots, sen-
ior portraits, as well as event
photography.

Starting on September
5th they are hosting a begin-
ning Photoshop Class for
those interested in archiving
family photos. Seven seats
are available, students can
bring their laptop. Call for
registration information 972-
633-3822.

14th Street Imaging Stu-
dio hours are Tuesday thru
Friday 10 a.m. -6 p.m., and is
located at 1412 14th Street in
Plano.



BY: KAREN OTTO
NDG SPECIAL
CONTRIBUTOR

Are you a fan of HGTV,
the DIYNetwork or a host of
many other cable access
channels that specialize in
home enhancement? Then
you have probably watched a
show that involved home
staging. While the home
staging industry is growing
in recognition, especially by
those who can't get enough
of home improvement
shows, the concept itself is
still not widely understood
by those who could benefit
from it the most, the home
seller.

Home staging is fast be-
coming a key ingredient in
the recipe for a successful
home sale especially in to-
day's tough real estate mar-
ket.

Put simply, home staging
is a marketing tool for mer-
chandising and showcasing a
home for sale just like any
product on a shelf. Consider
though how much more eq-
uity you have in your home
than say your car.

If you were to sell your
used vehicle you would most
likely make sure to have the
car serviced and detailed for
the prospective car buyer,
why should your home be
any different? In fact, even
more care should be taken
for a home to be properly
merchandised as to inspire
buyer appeal and desire to

purchase. There is a recipe
that can help you achieve this
and there are 3 main ingredi-
ents:

• Price
• Location
• Condition
In the right combination

this recipe has proven very
successful. In real estate
markets of the not so distant
past, price and location
were king. In some cases
just putting a sign out front,
regardless of the condition
of the home, the house
might sell. That was known
as a "seller's market".

Multiple offers over
asking price were not un-
heard of and bidding wars
were a common practice.
Imagine that! Unfortunately
for home sellers those days
appear to be gone with no
sign of immediate return
and buyers are in the kit-
chen now and they are
heading out to the real es-
tate market but they are
calling the shots on what
they would like with their
order.

For the home sale rec-
ipe to work today, all three
ingredients are vitally im-
portant. While price is dic-
tated by what the current
market will bear (even tho-
ugh a seller may think their
home is worth more than it
is - please listen to your Re-
altor®!) and the location of
your home cannot be
changed, condition is one

ingredient that a home seller
has complete control over
and buyers are taking notice.
Savvy home sellers must do
everything they can to prop-
erly position their home as
the one buyers want and con-
dition is key.

A Realtor® can only do

so much and it is up to the
home seller to take care of
the condition of their home.
Home staging is the way to
achieve that and create a
home that is buyer ready.
Whether you hire a profes-

(NDGWire) Honoring
the spirit of today's young
people aspiring to busi-
ness ownership and suc-
cess, MillerCoors has ann-
ounced the winners of its
2008-2009 Urban Entre-
preneurs Series and Busi-
ness Plan Competition
(MUES). The recipients,
selected from a field of
more than 130 applicants
nationwide, were awarded
business grants totaling
$150,000 at a special din-
ner and reception held in
Chicago recently.

This grand prize win-
ner received a $50,000
business grant, with the
four runners-up each re-

ceiving grants of $25,000
to contribute to their com-
pany's start-up capital, or
to expand their existing
businesses.

Over nine years,
MUES has provided more
than $1 million in business
grants to over 100 urban
professionals across the
country, empowering urb-

anAmerican communities
by

creating jobs and sus-
taining economic develop-
ment. For details about the
upcoming MUES compe-
tition, including next
year's $100,000 grand
prize package, visit www
. m i l l e r c o o r s m u e s .
com.
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Business Service Directory

MillerCoors Salutes Next Generation of Urban Entrepreneurs

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

ARE YOU CONCERNED ABOUT YOUR
HEALTH CARE COSTS?
I’M HERE TO HELP

To learn about Medicare Advantage Plans and
Medicare Advantage prescription drug plans, please

call me.

ANTHOINETTE ADAMS
Secure Horizons

817-861-2023 | aanthoinette@yahoo.com

HEALTH CARE

AIR CONDITIONER PARTS

ATTENTION A/C TECHNICIANS
Ignition Control (Two Stage Spark)

For Sale

Part #CNT04717x13651111-010
Paid $200 – Will Take $100

972-606-3891

PRE-PAID LEGAL SERVICES, INC.
AND SUBSIDIARIES

Billy R. Tillery, Jr.
Independent Associate

Howwould you
like to own your
own business for
only $24900?

LEGAL EMPOWERMENT FORYOUR LIFE
YOUR FAMILY • YOURWILL • YOURMONEY • YOURRETIREMENT • YOURCAR

No pressure to become a Sales Associate.
Work from home full or part time and keep
your day job. Nominimum sales required!

When you need an attorney – who will you call?

1301 19th St. #100B | Plano, TX 75074
Office: (972) 423-7170

Cell: (214) 587-5592 | Fax: (972) 692-5777
billy.tillery@verizon.net

www.prepaidlegal.com/hub/billytillery

Thursday,
August 13, 2009

ccbccsecretary@yahoo.com
469-424-0120 ext. 703
866-377-4002 (toll free)

McKinney Public Library
101 E. Hunt St.
McKinney, TX 75069

6:30 p.m.

Home Staging - A key ingredient in the recipe for a home sale

Pictured above (second from left) is LarryWaters, director, Multicultural Relations for
MillerCoors, along with (from left) grant winners ReShonAnderson, DemetriusWalker,
Olaolu Yemitan, Sebastine Ujereh, Jr., Robert Bryant, Joyce Johnson, Jolanda Powell,
Joanne Tabellija-Murphy, grand prize-winner Termetrice Gibbons and Justin Giboney.

See STAGING, Page 12
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DISCORD, continued fromPage 1

$65 Traffic
Ticket Defense
CRIMINAL
CASES

Misdemeanor
DWI • Felony
Juvenile Law

Suspended Driver’s License

CAR
ACCIDENTS
Personal Injury
18 Wheeler
Accidents

* If you qualify fees quoted above are
Minimum Down payment needed to
begin processing your case.

$99
*DIVORCE

Custody Battles | Paternity
Tests | Child Support

Name Change

LAW SUITS
Medical Malpractice

Discrimination
Civil Litigations

Sexual Harassment

IMMIGRATION LAW
Phones answered until 10pm
Open Saturday & Sunday!

214-631-4330
2710 N. Stemmons Fwy. #1100

Dallas, TX 75207
Law Office of

Clement Umeakuana, P.C.

11999977  CCAADDIILLLLAACC  FFOORR  SSAALLEE

997722--660066--33889911

1997 Cadillac LeRitz SLS: gold, 4-door,
automatic sedan, 26,471 miles. $7,995
32v Northstar engine, new tires, actual miles 26k. One
owner, loaded, like new. Vehicle is in top condition and
has been mostly parked the past 12 years. It’s a well-

kept jewel for the right person. Must see to appreciate.
Maintenance schedule honored, registered and in-

spected. Vehicle being offered for cash or terms (will
consider financing with a minimum of 35% down pay-

ment.) For sale by private person - it’s ready to go!

McKinzie denied what
she called the lawsuit's ''ma-
licious allegations,'' saying
they were ''based on mis-
characterizations and fabri-
cations ... not befitting our
ideals of sisterhood, ethics
and service,'' according to a
statement issued this week
by the sorority.

The lawsuit also accused
the sorority's board of direc-
tors of signing off on spend-
ing funds on McKinzie with-
out the required approval by
the group's membership. For
example, the lawsuit says
the board approved a
monthly ''pension stipend'' of
$4,000 for four years after
she leaves office and pur-
chased a $1 million life in-
surance policy for her.

The presiding position of
a Black Greek letter organi-
zation is generally voluntary
with the person receiving ex-
penses incurred for perform-

ance of duties and some-
times honoraria for speaking
to sorority members for such
activities as Founder's Day.

Within the 38-page law-
suit, the sorority, which Gray
called ''one of the crown
jewels of our community,'' is
portrayed as a troubled or-
ganization rife with financial
improprieties.

For example, the lawsuit
alleges McKinzie and Betty
James, the executive director
who is also named as a de-
fendant, oversaw the prepa-
ration of the organization's
tax return that include many
''unreasonable large and in-
appropriate'' deductions.

McKinzie also allegedly
invested millions of dollars
of the sorority's money in
stocks and bonds, invest-
ments that have since lost
huge amounts of money.

But the president refutes
the charges, claiming that

under her leadership the or-
ganization has erased ''past
IRS liabilities and cost over-
runs'' and improved auditing
practices.

In the statement, McK-
inzie took particular offense
to accusations that she com-
missioned a $900,000 life-
sized wax figure of herself.
She said the sorority's board
approved the money to ''help
defray overall expenses for
our 2010 convention.''

According to McKinzie,
a total of $45,000 was spent
on a wax figure of her and
the sorority's first interna-
tional president and founder,
the late Nellie Quander, not
$900,000. She said these ex-
penses were ''consistent with
furthering AKA's mission''
and did not violate any of the
sorority's bylaws.

Although the lawsuit
says $900,000 was spent on
the McKinzie wax statue,

Gray said he has since
learned the amount was for
the two statues. The fig-
urines will be displayed in
the National Great Blacks in
Wax Museum in Baltimore.

Alpha Kappa Alpha
painted the District pink and
green last summer during its
centennial celebration.

Thousands of AKA
members swarmed the Dis-
trict for a week-long series
of forums, public meetings
and social events. The soror-
ity event set a Guinness
world record for the largest
sit-down dinner in the his-
tory of conventions world-
wide.

The lawsuit is a rare sign
of discord among the soror-
ity, founded in 1908 at How-
ard University. Alpha Kappa
Alpha boasts a worldwide
membership of 250,000 wo-
men, including author Toni
Morrison, U.S. Reps. Eddie

Bernice Johnson (D-Texas),
Sheila Jackson Lee (D-
Texas) and Diane Watson
(D-Calif.), Radio One chair-
woman and founder Cather-
ine Hughes, actress Jada
Pinkett Smith, the late civil
rights leader Coretta Scott
King and author/poet Dr.
Maya Angelou.

Doxie McCoy, a District
member of the sorority, said
despite Alpha Kappa Alpha's
now public imbroglio it re-
mains an important organi-
zation. ''Alpha Kappa Alpha
has a proud history of serv-
ing the community and of
preparing women for service
and leadership,'' said Mc-
Coy. ''In the midst of contro-
versy, this heritage and
mission remain and will be
the purpose of my fine soror-
ity well into the future.''

Within the 38-page law-
suit filed last month, the
sorority, which Gray called

''one of the crown jewels of
our community,'' is por-
trayed as a troubled organi-
zation rife with financial
improprieties.

For example, the lawsuit
alleges McKinzie and Betty
James, the executive director
who is also named as a de-
fendant, oversaw the prepa-
ration of the organization's
tax return that include many
''unreasonable large and in-
appropriate'' deductions.

McKinzie also invested
millions of dollars of the
sorority's money in stocks
and bonds - investments that
have since lost huge am-
ounts of money, according to
the lawsuit.

But the president said
that under her leadership, the
organization has erased ''past
IRS liabilities and cost over-
runs'' and said auditing prac-
tices have improved.

STAGING, continued from Page 1
sional home stager, do it
yourself, or enlist the help of
your friends, properly pack-
aging and merchandising a
home in today's real estate
market is key. 

Here are 5 home staging
tips to get started:

Emotionally disconnect
from the home you are sell-
ing.  You're moving on to
make memories in a new
home, allow prospective
buyers to envision their

dreams in the home you're
selling.

Declutter and de-per-
sonalize.  Most of us have
too much anyway, sell what
stays with the home and
that's not your stuff.  De-per-
sonalizing the home allows
the prospective buyers to see
themselves and their family
in their new home. Remem-
ber you're taking your things
with you to the next house.

Neutralize to create

move in ready spaces.
Bright, bold color choices
and dated wallpaper translate
to not move-in ready in the
buyer's eyes. Even though
you love it, many buyers may
not and what you see as work
to do they see as double.
Don't let a weekend of paint-
ing on your part drag on as
potentially months of a home
lingering on the market be-
cause of paint choices.

Do cost effective up-

dates. Now is not the time to
be putting in a new kitchen
and master bath if your local
market doesn't demand it or
if so be willing to adjust your
listing price accordingly.
Changing dated light fix-
tures, replacing hardware and
faucets and of course paint-
ing give a great return on
your investment.

Shop the local competi-
tion. If you haven't kept up
with the Jones's, set realistic

expectations as to the true
value of you home as com-
pared to homes in your mar-
ket.

Selling a home in today's
market does not need to be
difficult.  Get the ingredients
right the first time you list
and be sure to cook up a suc-
cessful sale.

Karen Otto is the owner
of Plano, TX based Home
Star Staging, a Real Estate
Staging and Consulting com-

pany; is an Accredited Stag-
ing Professional. With exten-
sive experience in Real
Estate Staging, Karen knows
what it takes to get a house
shown and sold in the com-
petitive Real Estate market.
Karen is the 2009 Dallas
Chapter President of the Real
Estate Staging Association.
For more articles and infor-
mation visit http://activerain.
com/blogs/kareno or www.
homestarstaging.com.  
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CITY OF GARLAND, TEXAS

Suppliers of Goods, Services
and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
www.bidsync.com  

www.garlandpurchasing.com

City of
Plano, Texas

CAREER EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION

www.plano.gov
AA/EOE/ADA

DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING 
AND REWARDING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

• Competitive wages
• Array of benefits

• Education incentive pay
• . . . and more

SIGN UP TO TAKE
THE CITY OF IRVING’S NEXT

CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM.
CALL (972) 721-2532 TO REGISTER.

The City of Irving does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion,
age, or disability in employment or the provision of services.

wwwwww..cciittyyooffiirrvviinngg..oorrgg

Advertising Account Manager
Must be

• Able to telemarket effectively
• Willing to coldcall efficiently
• Skilled in Microsoft Word and Outlook
• Able to demonstrate good people skills
• Able to accept Draw against Commissions
• Willing to work in Plano and surrounding areas

Interested candidates please email your resume to
trj1909@tx.rr.com

Contact 972-606-7498 for Career Opportunity Advertising

RROOUUTTEE  PPEERRSSOONNSS
OOaakk  CClliiffff//DDoowwnnttoowwnn  DDaallllaass//
IIrrvviinngg//CCaarrrroollllttoonn//NNoorrtthh  DDaallllaass
$$110000  ppeerr  ddaayy  pplluuss  $$2255  ffoorr  ggaass

CCaallll((997722))  660066--33113322  oorr  FFaaxx  RReessuummee
ttoo  997722--550099--99005588

PPlleeaassee  lleeaavvee  aa  mmeessssaaggee!!

Alternate School
Crossing Guard
Asst City Attorney

Maintenance Worker II
– Meter Repair

Student Intern 2 
– Athletics

Student Intern 2 
– Police/Detention
Temporary/Seasonal 
Maintenance Worker

Workforce Services 1945 E. Jackson Road
Carrollton, TX  75011-0535

Direct Line: (972) 466-3090
Website: http://www.cityofcarrollton.com
•You must apply online via our website

Equal Opportunity Employer

CITY OF CARROLLTON

TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS OF PROPOSED TEXAS DEPARTMENT
OF TRANSPORTATION (TxDOT) CONTRACTS

Sealed proposals for contracts listed below will be received by TxDOT
until the date(s) shown below, and then publicly read.

CONSTRUCTION/MAINTENANCE/BUILDING
FACILITIES CONTRACT(S)---------------------------------------------------------
Dist/Div: Fort Worth

Contract 6194-08-001 for GUARDRAIL INSTLLA-
TION/REPAIR in TARRANT County, etc will be opened
on September 09, 2009 at 1:00 pm at the State Office

for an estimate of $2,190,256.40.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Plans and specifications are available for inspection, along with
bidding proposals, and applications for the TxDOT Prequalified
Contractor's list, at the applicable State and/or Dist/Div Offices
listed below.  If applicable, bidders must submit prequalification
information to TxDOT at least 10 days prior to the bid date to be
eligible to bid on a project.  Prequalification materials may be
requested from the State Office listed below.  Plans for the
above contract(s) are available from TxDOT's website at
www.txdot.gov and from reproduction companies at the expense
of the contractor.
NPO: 30294 State Office

Constr./Maint. Division
200 E. Riverside Dr.  |  Austin, Texas  78704

Phone: 512-416-2540
Dist/Div Office(s)

Fort Worth District  |  District Engineer
2501 Southwest LP820  |  Ft. Worth, Texas  76133

Phone: 871-370-6500
Minimum wage rates are set out in bidding documents and the rates
will be part of the contract.  TXDOT ensures that bidders will not be
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, sex, or national
origin.

Dallas County
Dallas County is recruiting for the
following positions:

Nurse Practitioner/Physician Assistant
Registered Nurse II
RN Supervisor

Qualifications vary for each position.  To apply
visit www.dallascounty.org and complete the
online application. Starting salary is based on educa-
tion and experience.   
Join Us. Make a Difference. Every Day. EOE

TISEO PAVING COMPANY
419 E. Hwy. 80, Mesquite, TX  75150

Tel: (972) 289-0723 Fax (972) 216-5637
www.tiseopaving.com

Performing Concrete Street Paving
in the Metroplex Area

We Accept Subcontracting Bids
For All Public Works Projects

in the Dallas Area.
We Are Accepting Applications for Con-
crete Mixer Drivers and Heavy Equip-

ment Mechanics

Equal Opportunity Employer

EDUCATION, continued from Page 6
some of the pressure on the
parents I represent in the
Legislature."

Community members
are invited to bring $5 or a
new backpack, and get a
free hamburger on August
18, 6:00 p.m. to Coach's

Burgers, 9310 Forest Lane,
Suite 362, Dallas (at the in-
tersection of Forest &
Abrams behind CVS).

All checks need to be
paid to the order of the
RISD Partner's Fund. This
event is not funded at tax-

payer expense.
For more information

about the Back to School
Backpack Drive, e-mail
B a c k p a c k@ReE l e c t -
CarolKent.com.



AVENUE F
CHURCH OF CHRIST

10 am – 2 pm
In conjunction with the
Douglass Community
Center and the National
Hook-Up of Black
Women, Inc. we are hav-
ing a Back-to-School
Drive and Give-Away for
all Plano students in the
District.  If you are in need
of school supplies and at-
tend a school in Plano, met
us at the Douglass Com-
munity Center, 1111 Av-
enue H, Plano, TX.  Info:
972-941-7174.
Brother Ramon Hodridge,

Senior Minister
1026 Avenue F
Plano, TX   75074
972-423-8833 

C. D. DIXON
MINISTRIES

August 6 & 7, 7:30 pm
Join us for “The Prophetic
Voice Speaks in 2009 with
Apostle C. D. Dixon @
God’s Tabernacle of Deliv-
erance Event Center, 1020
E. Pleasant Run Road,
Desoto, TX 75115.
Apostle C. D. Dixon

Founder
1020 E. Pleasant Run Rd.
Desoto, TX   75115

214-398-0340 (Church)

FELLOWSHIP
BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALLEN
“The Ship”

On Going, 9 am-4 pm
Monday – Friday

Prayer Lines for those in

need are 972-649-0566
and 972-649-0567.

August 12, 7 pm
Come to our Wednesday
Night Live Service to get
your praise on.

August 30, 3:30 pm
Join us for Pastor and 1st
Lady Tasha’s Anniversary
Celebration @ the Allen
Civic Center with speaker
Dr. J.R. Sheppard, Senior
Pastor of Ben Washington
BC of Irving. 
Rev. W. L. Stafford, Sr.
M.Div., Senior Pastor
305 N. Alder Drive in
Allen for Sunday
Morning Worship
Church Address is
200 Belmont Drive
Allen, TX   75013
972-359-9956

FELLOWSHIP OF
BELIEVERS
MINISTRIES

August 13 & 14, 7:30 pm
All Youth Departments are
invited to our Annual
Youth Revival with speak-
ers Ministers Ty Jones
from Greater Mt. Olive
COGIC in Dallas and
Patrick Gunnell from Free-
dom Fellowship Church in
Corsicana.  Call Minister
Sheaniqua Batty @ 214-
780-7856 for details.
Bishop Gregory Crawford,
Founder and Pastor
3121 Nandina Drive
Dallas, TX   75241
214-780-7856

FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH

OF HAMILTON PARK
August 15, 8 am

Join us as we partnership
with Richardson ISD for
our Annual and successful
Back-to-School Rally for
K-12 Grade students in the
local school district.
Dr. Gregory Foster,
Senior Pastor

Rev. Anthony Foster
Pastor

300 Phillips Street
Richardson, TX   75081

972-235-4235

GRACE MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
August 7 – 9, 2009

Don’t miss our FREE
Back-to-School Gospel
Explosion III, “Just the
Beginning.”  Friday night
Music is from 7–10 pm
with various church choirs,
B Holy, Da Chozen One,
Monae Miller, RJ &
Group, mime dancers and
Adrian Peace.  Saturday is
our Health & Safety Fair
from 10 am – 2 pm.  And
Sunday is “Raise the
Praise” Service at 4 pm;
our Youth Minister brings
the message of the hour. 
Rev. Maurice Floyd,
Senior Pastor

1602 College Parkway
Lewisville, TX   75077

NEW LIFE IN JESUS
CHRIST MINISTRIES
August 15, 10 am - 2 pm
School supplies for K-7th
Grade students only in the

Plano ISD for our Annual
Back-to-School event.  We
are also selecting one boy
and one girl (ages 5 - 15)
to buy school clothes for.
Students must qualify by
writing and essay.  For de-
tails call 972-424-5100.
Elder Arthur Felton, Jr.

Senior Pastor
1108 W. Parker Road

Suite 130
Plano, TX   75075
972-424-5100

NEW MT. ZION
BAPIST CHURCH

OF DALLAS
August 19 – 20, 2009

Come to our Annual Back-
to-School Youth Revival
as we prepare for a new
school year and honor
God.  Call the church @
214-341-6459 for details.

August 22, 2009
Join us for our Youth Sum-
mit at the church, call the
church for details.

Dr. Robert Price, Sr.
Senior Pastor

9550 Shepard Road
Dallas, TX   75243

214-341-6459

OASIS WORSHIP
CENTER IN IRVING

August 28, 7 pm
Join us for our Women’s
Fall Fellowship for a
change in your life.
August 29, 10 am – 4 pm
We will conclude our
Women’s Fall Fellowship
with workshops at the
Wingate Hotel Meeting
Room, 850 W. Walnut Hill

Lane, off of 114, John Car-
penter Freeway, in Irving.
Call Dorothy Anthony for
details.
Apostle Loretta Williams,

CEO
4070 N. Beltline Road

Suite 110-245
Irving, TX  75038

ONE CHURCH
August 9, 9 am & 11 am
Come and experience
ONE Church with kids and
youth programs for the en-
tire family.  One is a
church where no one
walks alone.  Services are
held at the Hilton Garden
Inn, Highway 75 and
Bethany in Allen, Texas.

Dr. Conway Edwards,
Lead Pastor
469-767-4881

WORD OF LIFE
CHURCH OF

GOD IN CHRIST
This Friday Night
August 7, 8 pm

You’re invited to our excit-
ing and rousing Friday
Night Live Service.  Come
to sing praises to God, to
be encouraged and to hear
the stimulating Word of
God.
Elder Gregory Voss,
Senior Pastor

2765 Trinity Mills Road
Carrollton, TX   75006

214-514-9147

14 | August 6-12, 2009 | North Dallas Gazette | visit us online at www.NorthDallasGazette.com

Church Happenings

The New Light Church
ENCOURAGING, EMPOWERING, EVANGELIZING

“Taste and see that the LORD is Good.”

Shaun Rabb, Senior Pastor

Sunday School  9:30AM
Sunday Worship Service  11:00AM

Thursday Night Live At The Light  7:00PM

Come, Experience
The Light!

www.newlightchurchdallas.org

9314 Elam Rd. | Dallas, TX  75217
214.391.3430



The Pink Dress:  There
was this little girl sitting
by herself in the park.
Everyone passed by her
and never stopped to see
why she looked so sad.

Dressed in a worn pink
dress, barefoot and dirty,
the girl just sat and watch-
ed the people go by.  She
never tried to speak.  She
never said a word.  Many
people passed by her, but
no one would stop. 

The next day I decided
to go back to the park in
curiosity to see if the little
girl would still be there.
Yes, she was there, right in
the very spot where she
was yesterday, and still
with the same sad look in
her eyes. 

Today I was to make
my own move and walk
over to the little girl.  For
as we all know, a park full
of strange people is not a
place for young children
to play alone.

As I got closer I could
see the back of the little
girl's dress.  It was gro-
tesquely shaped.  I figured
that was the reason people
just passed by and made
no effort to speak to her.

Deformities are a low
blow to our society and,
Heaven forbid if you
make a step toward assist-
ing someone who is dif-
ferent.

As I got closer, the lit-
tle girl lowered her eyes
slightly to avoid my intent
stare.  As I approached
her, I could see the shape
of her back more clearly.
She was grotesquely
shaped in a humped over
form.  I smiled to let her
know it was okay; I was
there to help, to talk.  I sat
down beside her and
opened with a simple,
'Hello'.  The little girl
acted shocked, and stam-
mered a, “Hi”; after a long
stare into my eyes.

I smiled and she shyly
smiled back.  We talked
until darkness fell and the
park was completely em-
pty.  I asked the girl why
she was so sad.  The little
girl looked at me with a
sad face said, “Because,
I'm Different.”  I immedi-
ately said, “That you are”!
And I smiled.  The little
girl acted even sadder and
said, “I know.”

“Little girl,” I said,
“You remind me of an
angel, sweet and inno-
cent.”  She looked at me
and smiled, then slowly
she got to her feet and
said, “Really?”

“Yes, you're like a lit-
tle Guardian Angel sent to
watch over all the people
walking by.”

She nodded her head
yes, and smiled.  With that
she opened the back of her
pink dress and allowed her
Wings to spread, then she
said, “I am.”

“I'm your Guardian
Angel with a twinkle in
her eye.”

I was speechless surely
I was seeing things!  She
said, “For once you tho-
ught of someone other
than yourself.”  And she
said, “My job here is
done.”

I got to my feet and
said, “Wait, why did no
one stop to help an
Angel?”  She looked at
me, smiled, and said,
“You're the only one that
could see me;” and then
she was gone.

And with that, my life
was changed dramatically.
So, when you think you
are all that you have, re-
member, your Angel is al-
ways watching over you.
–Author Unknown.

Encouraging Words:
It has been, “We all need
someone, and, every one
of your friends is an Angel
to you in their own special
way.” The value of a
friend is measured in the
heart.

Why worry about to-
morrow, God is already
there!
“Stand fast therefore

in the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free,

and be not entangled
again with the yoke of
bondage.” Galatians 5:1
(KJV)

Jesus said, “These
things I have spoken unto

you, that in me ye might
have peace.  In the world
ye shall have tribulation:
but be of good cheer; I
have overcome the
world.” John 16:33 (KJV)
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Sister Tarpley

8:00am & 10:30am

Things to Ponder

Avenue F Church of Christ
1026 Avenue F • Plano, TX  75074

972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchrist.org

Ramon Hodridge, Minister

Early Sunday Morning .................8:00 am
Sunday Bible Class .......................9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship ..........10:45 am
Evening Worship .........................3:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Class.................7:00 pm

Radio Program @ 7:30 am on
KHVN 970 AM Sunday Mornings



(NDG Wire) With the
temperature in North Texas
staying at 100 degrees and
more, pets are at risk for heat
stroke and other life-threat-
ening conditions.  Pet owners
should take precautions to
protect their dogs and cats
when the temperature and
humidity are dangerously
high.  

“It may seem like dogs
and cats tolerate the heat bet-
ter than we can, but keep in
mind that their normal body
temperature is 101-102 de-
grees, and they’re wearing
fur coats,” said Jonnie Eng-
land, Director of Animal Ad-
vocacy for the Metroplex
Animal Coalition.  

“The heat, humidity and

hot summer sun can take a
toll on our pets, causing heat
stroke, dehydration, sun-
burn—yes, animals can get
sunburned, too—and even
death.”  

England offers common
sense precautions: 

• Never leave your pets
unattended in your vehicle—
not even for a few minutes or
with the windows open and
the car parked in the shade.
If the outside temperature is
100 degrees, it will get to 140
degrees inside the car within
15 minutes.  

• If you’re traveling with
your pet, invest in a gallon-
sized thermos and fill it with
cold, fresh water.

• Don’t take your dog for

walks during the heat of the
day.  Avoid paths or parking
lots paved with asphalt.  The
hot surface can quickly burn
a dog’s paw pads. 

• Outside pets must have
plenty of shade and fresh
water at all times.

• A sunburned dog can
result in death, or at the least,
high vet bills.  Sunscreen for
dogs is available, but make
sure to use one that’s spe-
cially formulated for ani-
mals.   The ingestion of the
wrong kind of sunscreen or
insect repellent can result in
drooling, diarrhea, excessive
thirst and lethargy.   And
using an insect repellent that
contains DEET on an animal
can lead to neurological

problems. 
• Older and overweight

dogs and cats are at greater
risk when the temperature
and humidity are high, as are
those with heart problems or
lung disease.   Snub-nosed
dogs such as bulldogs, pugs,
Boston terriers, Lhasa Apsos
and Shih Tzu should be kept
indoors and only allowed
outside briefly for potty
breaks.  

• Shaving a dog’s coat —
especially one that’s heavy or
thick—can help prevent
overheating, make flea and
tick control easier, and keep
your dog cooler. . 

“Everyone should know
and watch for the symptoms
of overheating or heat stroke

in animals,” said England.
These include excessive
panting, drooling and mild
weakness, along with an ele-
vated body temperature and,
in cats, open-mouth breath-
ing.  Synptoms include: 

• Move him into the
shade or an air-conditioned
area. 

• Apply ice packs or cold,
wet towels to his head, neck
and chest. 

• Give him small
amounts of cool water or ice
cubes to lick. 

• If a water hose is avail-
able, spray him gently with
water—but first let the water
run until it’s cool.
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Church Directory

Senior Pastor, Timothy Jones
& First Lady, LaTonya Jones

Meeting at Fellowship Bible Church of Allen
200 W. Belmont | Allen, TX 75013

214.263.8590 | www.RockBridgeBC.com
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 10:00 A.M.

ROCKBRIDGE
BIBLE CHURCH

“Bridging the gap between God
and man through Jesus Christ”

7:30 AM • 9:30 AM • 11:30 AM

Protect Pets From High Heat and Hot Summer Sun 


