
(NDG Wire) Patricia
Leathers, a former risk man-
agement adjustor for the City
of Garland, Texas, pled guilty
earlier this month before
Chief U.S. District Judge Sid-
ney A. Fitzwater to one count
of conspiracy to commit theft
concerning programs receiv-
ing federal funds, announced

U.S. Attorney James T. Jacks
of the Northern District of
Texas. Leathers, 62, of
Rowlett, faces a maximum
statutory sentence of five
years in prison, a $250,000
fine, and restitution. She is
scheduled to be sentenced by
Judge Fitzwater on March 18,
2011.

According to documents
filed in the case, Leathers,
who was responsible for in-
vestigating and resolving
third-party liability claims
against the City of Garland,
admitted that beginning in
January 1994, and continuing

By Charlene Crowell

(NNPA) In 2010,

many consumers will

likely find that the tradi-

tions of the annual holiday

season may be difficult –

if not impossible - to ob-

serve this year.  According

to the Urban Institute’s

National Survey of Home-

less Assistance Providers,

more than 500,000 people

in this country do not have

a place to call home each

night and half of these

people are also without

shelter.  Moreover accord-

ing to HUD, an estimated

2,000,000 people experi-

enced homelessness at

some time during the year. 

If you are one of the

nearly one in four home-

owners with a mortgage

owing more on your home

than it is now worth, count

your blessings and re-

member that you are not

alone. 

The most recent sur-

vey by the Mortgage

Bankers Association

found that as of the end of

the third quarter this year,

approximately 7 million
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Kidd leads clinic for Special Olympics athletes

Comedian Tommy Davidson
coming to town soon

December 30, 2010 - January 12, 2011

For more information see pg. 10
www.northdallasgazette.com

(NDG Wire) The Gar-
land branch of the Na-
tional Association for the
Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) will host
its 22nd annual Martin
Luther King Jr. parade and
march on Saturday, Jan.
15, 2011, beginning at 10
a.m.

B.J. Williams, presi-
dent of the Garland

NAACP branch, said the
theme of this year’s event
is Recognizing Our Youth
and Adult on MLK Day.
The 2011 theme is Recog-
nizing Our Youth and
Adult Members on MLK
Day. Grand marshals for
the event are Lillie
Scruggs Hopkins, Garland
NAACP membership ch-
airperson, and Dr. Joyce

Kyle Miller, Garland
NAACP youth advisor.
Parade starts on Dairy
Road at Garden Drive
(near Embree Park) in
Garland and culminates at
the Granville Arts Center,
330 North Fifth St. in the
city’s downtown.

After the parade and

See GarlaND, Page 12

See NaaCP Page 13

(NDG Wire) Dribbling,

shooting, scoring and al-

ways ready with a word of

encouragement, Dallas

Maverick All-Star and

Olympic gold medalist

Jason Kidd together with

the Heroes Foundation

held a basketball clinic

Dec. 12 for 75 Special

Olympics Texas-Area 10

athletes at the

Mark Cuban

Heroes Basket-

ball Center in

Oak Cliff. The

athletes prac-

ticed drills and

received one-

on-one atten-

tion from Kidd

to brush up on

their skills for the Special

Olympics Texas – Area 10

competition happening

February 25 – 26, 2011.

“I had a great time with

the Special Olympics ath-

letes and admire all their

spirit and enthusiasm,” said

Jason Kidd. “It was fun

See GallerY, Page  16

Former City of Garland employee
admits embezzling $1.9 Million

Garland NAACP plans MLK celebration

The next edition of the NDG
will publish on Thursday,

January 13, 2011.
The Staff of NDG

wishes you a safe and
Happy New Year.

NBA All  Star  Jason  Kidd  hosts  clinic  for  Special
Olympics athletes



(NDG Wire) The School

of Behavioral and Brain

Sciences (BBS) has chosen

Dr. Shayla Holub and Dr.

Van Miller of the University

of Texas at Dallas to receive

its annual Excellence in

Teaching Awards. 

Holub, an assistant pro-

fessor whose research fo-

cuses on children’s eating

behaviors and obesity is-

sues, was named outstand-

ing faculty member. Miller,

who joined UT Dallas as a

senior lecturer after many

years as a pediatric neurol-

ogist, was given the award

as outstanding lecturer.  

Dr. Bert Moore, dean of

the school, said Holub was

chosen for the award be-

cause she does an all-

around excellent job of

teaching in three degree

programs. He said students

love her infectious enthusi-

asm for psychology and her

clear, engaging lecture

style. 

Miller joined UT Dallas

to fulfill a lifelong desire to

teach eager students, and his

love of teaching comes

through in all of his classes,

Moore said. Among his

courses is the school’s

largest, behavioral neuro-

science, which reaches 300

students per semester. 

Moore said these two

teachers excel in the class-

room because they obvi-

ously enjoy working with

young people. 

“I am very pleased that

their colleagues have recog-

nized Shayla Holub and Van

Miller for their excellence

in teaching,” he said. “Each

exemplifies the University’s

aspirations for innovative

and inspirational instruc-

tion. Shayla Holub wins

praise for her commitment

to students and her thorough

and thoughtful mastery. Van

Miller’s students speak of

his unusual ability to take

complex material and inte-

grate it in an understandable

and interesting fashion. We

are very proud of both

Shayla and Van.”

Excellence in teaching

is central to the mission of

UT Dallas and BBS, Moore

said. “We have a reputation

within the University and

across the country as a place

where students get a rigor-

ous education that empha-

sizes the scientific study of

human behavior, the brain

and the promotion of effec-

tive communication.” 

Students who nomi-

nated the professors cited

their determination to help

students engage with the

material and learn. 

“Dr. Miller is an amaz-

ing professor and explains

things in a way that non-sci-

ence majors understand,”

one student wrote. 

The nomination submit-

ted by another student said

Holub has an effective way

of making sure her students

understand what is being

taught. 

“You can tell that she

truly loves to teach, which

makes it more enjoyable to

learn,” the student wrote.

Holub said she enjoys

witnessing the moment

when a student suddenly

understands something new,

or sees something old and

familiar in a new way. “I

feel very privileged that I

was selected for this

award,” she said. “I have

Michael Watson, Sen-

ior Vice President, Human

Resources, directs the de-

velopment and implemen-

tation of strategies, poli-

cies, and programs in the

areas of staffing, employee

retention, workforce plan-

ning, diversity, compensa-

tion and benefits, organi-

zational development, em-

ployee relations, and suc-

cession planning for Girl

Scouts of the USA.

Prior to joining Girl

Scouts in 1999, Watson

was a human resources

partner for IBM Global

Services, where he served

as the senior human re-

sources strategist for two

businesses with combined

revenues of more than $2

billion. Other positions he

has held include manager-

corporate human resources

for Time Warner Inc. and

manager-staffing and cul-

tural diversity for GE Cap-

ital’s 7,500-employee Re-

tailer Financial Services

business. He was awarded

GE Capital’s Pinnacle

Club for top performance.

Before joining GE’s

Human Resources Man-

agement Program, Watson

worked as an IBM market-

ing representative and re-

ceived an IBM Golden

Circle Award for ranking

among the top performers

in sales for the year.

In 1997, Watson took a

one-year self-financed sab-

batical. He spent part of

that year as a volunteer at

two public elementary

schools in New

Brunswick, N.J. He has

been a business coordina-

tor and volunteer for IN-

ROADS and an Associa-

tion of Yale Alumni dele-

gate, and is a graduate of

Leadership Jacksonville

and Leadership Canton.

Watson is a lifetime mem-

ber of Girl Scouts of the

USA and the National

Black MBA Association.

Watson is chair of the

National Assembly’s Hu-

man Resources Council,

an association of senior

human resources profes-

sionals from the nation’s

leading national nonprofits

in the fields of health,

human and community de-

velopment, and human

services. He is also treas-

urer of the Nonprofit Sec-

tor Workforce Coalition’s

board of directors. Com-

posed of nonprofit organi-

zations, associations, foun-

dations and academic cen-

ters, the coalition focuses

on identifying and address-

ing issues facing the non-

profit sector workforce.

Watson has a bachelor

of arts in economics from

Yale University and a mas-

ter of science in organiza-

tional management and

human resource develop-

ment from Manhattanville

College. A native of New

Brunswick, N.J., he now

resides in Stamford, Conn.

Lady Justice Mrs.

Georgina Theodora Wood

has had a distinguished ca-

reer on the Bench spanning

over thirty-five years.

She is the Chief Justice

of the Republic of Ghana,

having been appointed in

June of 2007, the first

woman in Ghana to be ele-

vated to this high office,

constitutionally the fourth

position after the President,

Vice President and the

Speaker of Parliament.

Justice Georgina Wood

was educated at the Univer-

sity of Ghana, Legon and

the Ghana School of Law

and served for three years in

the Police Service as a Pub-

lic Prosecutor.

She was appointed to

the Bench as a Magistrate of

the District Court in 1973

and rose through the hierar-

chy of the court system cul-

minating in her appointment

to the highest judicial office

in Ghana.

Between 2003 and

2007, she served as a justice

of the Supreme Court of

Gambia when in session.

She is also a dedicated ad-

vocate of Alternative Dis-

pute Resolution (ADR),

having received extensive

training from the USA, and

a distance learning modular

program from the World

Bank. She was a member of

the task force which de-

signed the Ghana Court-

connected ADR program

and was the Chairperson of

the working committee

which drafted the manuals

on Court connected ADR

and pre-trials in the Com-

mercial Court of Ghana.

She also chaired the com-

mittee responsible for main-

streaming ADR in the

courts in Ghana.

She has also lectured ex-

tensively in ADR (theory

and practice) at the Judicial

Training Institute, training

key personnel including

judges, lawyers and civil so-

ciety organizations. She

taught Civil Procedure and

ADR in the Judicial Service

Career Magistrates Pro-

gramme, and was an exter-

nal examiner in advocacy

and ethics, Ghana School of

Law for more than 10 years.

Justice Wood also co-

authored the practice man-

ual on the Gambian ADR

court- connected pro-

gramme and has also been a

Judicial educator in ADR

for the Bench, the Bar and

court officials in the Gam-

bia.

In 2007, she received

Ghana's highest National

Award, the Order of the Star

of Ghana for meritorious

public service and in August

2008 was given an LLD

(Honoris Causa) from the

University of Ghana. She

has also received an award

from the Faculty of Law,

University of Ghana for

outstanding Judicial Career.

In April of 2008, Her

Ladyship Georgina

Theodora Wood was invited

People in the News www.NorthDallasGazette.com

Michael Watson

N o t  C e r t i f i e d  b y  t h e  Te x a s  B o a r d  o f  L e g a l  S p e c i a l i z a t i o n
¥ If you qualify. *Fees quoted above are minimum down payment needed to begin processing your case.

2730 N. Stemmons Frwy, Suite 409 • Dallas, TX 75207

817-277-0196 (Metro)

$69* DIVOrCe
Family Cases

• Divorce / Annulment

• Child Support / Paternity

• Custody Modification

• Restraining Order

• Protective Order

• Name Change / Adoption

• Domestic Violence

Criminal Defense
• DWI / Suspended License

• WARRANTS Removed ¥

• 24 Hour Jail Release ¥

• Occupational license, felonies

• Protective Order

• Misdeamenor/Felonies ¥

easy Payment Planseasy Payment Plans

214-638-5930
law Offices Of Vincent Ndukwelaw Offices Of Vincent Ndukwe

2 | December 30, 2010 - January 12, 2011 | North Dallas Gazette 

Lady Justice Mrs. Georgina Theodora Wood 

Dr. Shayla Holub

See WOOD, Page 12

See HOluB, Page 6



BY DR. BENJAMiN 

F. CHAviS, JR.

(NNPA) Black American
unemployment in 2010
soared more than 16%. As we
begin 2011, there should a
more effective and concen-
trated national plan to signif-
icantly increase the overall
employment of Black Amer-
icans in 2011.   The Decem-
ber 2010 consumer spending
reports document not only in-
creased spending by all
Americans during the holi-
day season, but also displays
another economic indicator
that the U.S. economy con-
tinues to rebound.   Yet, the
financial plight and sustain-
ability of African American
workers and households still
face enormous challenges
even amidst the recovery of
the American economy.          

The unemployment sta-
tistics reported monthly by
the U.S. Department of
Labor only tell a portion of
the real economic hurdles

facing the African American
community.  In far too many
cities and towns, Black un-
employment rates are double
the unemployment rates of
Whites.  Interestingly, the
Department of Labor uses the
category “Civilian non-insti-
tutional population” to cite
the population numbers in
calculating labor statistics.  

Because of the massive
increase in the overall incar-
ceration rates of African
Americans, the unemploy-
ment is actually higher for us
than is statistically calculated
by the Department of Labor.
Black incarceration rates are
nearly seven times the im-
prisonment rates of Whites in
the United States.  Of course
with several million African
Americans in the criminal
justice system either in prison
or on parole, the goal of at-
taining good, productive per-
manent employment is made
much more difficult.   

The issues of globaliza-
tion and the tremendous ad-

vances in technology during
the last decade have changed
the dynamics of the world
economy.  American jobs
with the best pay scale will
increasingly be linked to the
global marketplace and to the
new innovations in technol-
ogy.  The good news is that
African Americans and oth-
ers have an opportunity to
level the economic playing
field in both attaining good
paying jobs and starting up
new businesses to the extent
to which African Americans
and others prepare to take ad-
vantage of the job creation
and business development
opportunities now at hand.      

But, as I have continued
to stress, preparation to be-
come financially viable and
productive requires a good
education, proper network-
ing, and a strong determina-
tion to be successful.  At a
time when we should be
eradicating poverty and so-
cial suffering from our com-
munities by demanding and

providing the best educa-
tional systems and institu-
tions for our children and
young adults, it is as if that
too many of us have been
lulled into a state of hope-
lessness.  That is exactly why
when I have the good fortune
to meet young, intelligent, up
and coming brothers and sis-
ters in the African American
communities who are striv-
ing to make a difference edu-
cationally and economically
to improve the quality of life,
I am always encouraged.             

The priorities for 2011
have to include developing
and determining effective ed-
ucational options for African
American parents and stu-
dents, increasing support for
Historical Black Colleges
and Universities (HBCU’s)
and strengthening the Na-
tional Association For Equal
Opportunity in Higher Edu-
cation (NAFEO), innovating
and launching African Amer-
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DEBT, continued from Page 1
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homeowners were 60 days

or more delinquent on their

mortgage.  Although Cali-

fornia, the nation’s most

populous state, has the dubi-

ous distinction of being

home to the largest number

of delinquent mortgages –

over 600,000, the highest

average mortgage debt per

borrower is in the District of

Columbia with $342,695. 

Despite deep and wide-

spread indebtedness, the

holidays will still tempt

many to use credit to help

make their celebrations

merry.  And, although ac-

cess to credit is a long-

standing concern for minor-

ity businesses and con-

sumers alike, seasonal cele-

brations should not become

an excuse to worsen already

strained personal finances. 

As many lenders, espe-

cially those offering mort-

gage loans, raise credit stan-

dards to qualify for a range

of financial products, the

cold and hard factor in

reaching a decision on ap-

proving or rejecting a credit

application will be deter-

mined by how well con-

sumers have already man-

aged their credit in this

deepening recession.  Trou-

bled homeowners who have

suffered foreclosure, a short

sale or bankruptcy, should

be mindful that those devel-

opments have likely already

dropped your personal

credit score. 

Similarly, for those who

are entering trial periods for

loan modifications or are

30-days delinquent on a

mortgage, think seriously

before taking out a credit

application to take advan-

tage of a limited discount

for new credit accounts.

How often new credit appli-

cations are filed is one of

the factors that determine

credit scores. 

The other factors in de-

termining a credit score are

payment history, outstand-

ing debt, credit history

length, and credit mix.  Two

of these factors - payment

history and outstanding debt

- account for 65 percent of

the total score.   

If you are considering

whether to purchase a home

in the New Year, be mindful

that your credit score will be

far more important than a

seasonal extravagance.  As

many prospective home-

buyers consider applying

for mortgage loans, appli-

cants with a credit score less

than 700 will likely find

credit approval a dicey

process. 

Among the largest

banks, 90 percent use Fair

Isaac Corporation (FICO)

scores to make decisions.

For example, if a consumer

had a FICO score of 680

and then missed a monthly

debt payment that one fail-

ure could lower their score

by 60-80 points. 

FICO scores range from

300-850 and measure how

well consumer credit has

historically been handled.

In general, higher scores

lead to better credit terms.

In the case of mortgage

lending, the direct benefit

could be a lower interest

rate over the life of the loan.

Consumers with scores of

700 or most often qualify

for lower mortgage rates.

On a 30-year, $300,000

mortgage, a difference of

100 points could mean sav-

ing or paying $40,000 in in-

terest over the life of the

loan. 

If you do not know your

credit score, there is a con-

venient and free service

available.  Visit the govern-

ment-mandated site, www.

annualcreditreport.com

where each year consumers

can receive free credit

scores.  Although, many

firms advertise ‘free credit

reports’, those are usually

private services that require

a paid subscription for full

access to your information. 

If you’re in doubt this

holiday season about your

credit, visit the government

site and keep those dollars

for something more useful.  

Charlene Crowell is the
Center for Responsible
Lending’s communications
manager for state policy
and outreach. She can be
reached at: Charlene.crow-
ell@responsiblelending.org



(NDG Wire) Texas

Attorney General

Greg Abbott and 38

other attorneys general

recently reached an

agreement with Dan-

non Co., Inc. that re-

solves the states investiga-

tion into the yogurt manu-

facturer’s misleading and

unlawful claims about the

characteristics of its prod-

ucts.

According to court doc-

uments filed by the states,

Dannon’s advertising, pack-

aging and selling improperly

overstated the health bene-

fits of its Activia yogurts and

DanActive dairy drinks. The

defendant made statements

that were not substantiated

by reliable scientific evi-

dence. Dannon also claimed

that Activia could help pre-

vent and treat diseases.

Under state and federal law,

manufacturers can only ad-

vertise the curative effects of

approved drugs. They can-

not associate those claims

with food products. Dan-

non’s misrepresentations

were repeatedly used in tele-

vision commercials featur-

ing actress Jamie Lee Curtis. 

For example, Dannon

claimed that Activia helped

to regulate human digestive

systems because it contained

a bacterial strain with pur-

ported health benefits. Dan-

non trademarked this ingre-

dient under the name Bi-

fidus Regularis. Dannon

also claimed Activia had an-

timicrobial benefits that

could affect colon cancer.

Those claims were improper

because Dannon could not

lawfully market the curative

properties of unapproved

drugs.

The attorneys general

also disputed Dannon’s

claims that ingesting one

serving of Activia per day

for two weeks improved in-

testinal transit time. In fact,

most studies demonstrate a

person benefits only when

he or she consumes three

servings per day for two

weeks. 

Under the injunction,

Dannon must disclose

that three servings of

Activia per day -- not

one -- are required for

the advertised benefit

of improved intestinal

transit time. The states’

agreement prohibits Dannon

from making future claims

about its products unless

those claims have been sub-

stantiated by legitimate sci-

entific research.

Also, Dannon also im-

properly claimed that its

DanActive dairy drinks

could help prevent colds,

flus and diarrhea in children.

Both claims were unlawful

because DanActive has not

been approved by the fed-

eral government as a drug.

As with Activia, Dannon

promoted DanActive as a

product enriched with a pro-

biotic bacterial strain that

could improve the digestive

system. Dannon trade-

marked this strain under the

name L. casei Immunitas.

The states injunction also

prohibits Dannon from ad-

vertising that its products

cure, treat, prevent or miti-

gate diseases.

Under the agreed final

judgment, Dannon agreed to

pay $21 million to resolve

the states’ investigation.

Texas’ share will be

$911,000. A previous class

action case handled con-

sumer restitution.

Dannon Co. agrees to injunction prohibiting
false claims about its products

(NDG Wire) Methodist

Dallas and Methodist

Charlton Medical Centers,

part of the nonprofit

Methodist Health System,

have been named top per-

formers in a Centers for

Medicare & Medicaid

Services (CMS), Premier

healthcare alliance value-

based purchasing (VBP)

project that rewards hospi-

tals for delivering high

quality care in five clinical

areas.

Based on fifth-year re-

sults from the Hospital

Quality Incentive Demon-

stration (HQID) project,

Methodist Dallas Medical

Center received six

awards for Attainment

Performance in the clini-

cal areas of Acute My-

ocardial Infarction, Coro-

nary Artery Bypass Graft,

Heart Failure, Hip &

Knee, Pneumonia, and

Surgical Care Improve-

ment Project. Due to its

successes, Methodist Dal-

las will receive a bonus

payment of $23,344 from

CMS. 

Methodist Charlton

Medical Center received

five awards for Attainment

Performance in the clini-

cal areas of Acute My-

ocardial Infarction, Heart

Failure, Hip & Knee,

Pneumonia, and Surgical

Care Improvement Proj-

ect. Due to its successes,

Methodist Charlton will

receive a bonus payment

of $17,951 from CMS.

Overall, CMS has

awarded Year 5 incentive

payments of approxi-

mately $12 million to 218

hospitals.

Over the course of the

first five years of the proj-

ect, Methodist Dallas and

Methodist Charlton have

received numerous per-

formance, improvement,

and attainment awards in

several clinical areas, re-

ceiving $219,891 in total

awards. CMS has awarded

more than $48 million

over the first five years of

the project.  

“Providing outstand-

ing patient care has always

been our primary mis-

sion,” said Methodist

Health System Vice Presi-

dent of Quality Virginia

Davis. “Our successes in

this project are a testament

to our ongoing efforts to

improvement the quality

of care we offer our pa-

tients.”

Local hospitals earn top improvement and performance
status in pay-for-performance project
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(NDG Wire) In celebra-
tion of Dr. Martin Luther
King’s birthday, Life Chang-
ing Faith Christian Fellow-
ship Church will sponsor an
Essay and Oration Scholar-
ship Contest on Saturday, Jan-
uary 15, 2010 from 10:00am
to 12:30pm.  The event will
include performing arts in
music, dance and a special
performance of the “I Have A
Dream” speech.  The finale
will entail five finalists of
Frisco high school seniors
competing in oration for 1st
place ($1,500) & 2nd place
($1,000) college scholarships.

Scholarship Guidelines
are as follows:

• Required Theme: “The
Drive Behind The Dream…”

• Essay: 2-3 pages dou-
ble spaced, typed maximum
emailed to:
angeliapelham@lifechang-
ingfaith.com

• Compelling Oration: 6-
8 minutes maximum - note
cards allowed. Judging crite-
ria to be provided to finalists.

• Essays Due: By 5:00
pm on Jan 5th. Top 10% fi-
nalists will be notified by Jan-
uary 7th and will be narrowed
further by 1st round orations

on Jan 8th.  Top 5 Finalists
will proceed to final orations
on January 15th.

In addition to the required
theme, each essay MUST in-
clude why winning this spe-
cific contest is important to
you, 3-5 sentences maximum.

Life Changing Faith

Christian Fellowship Church
is located at 7185 W. Main
Street and Sunday service
starts at 10:30am. For addi-
tional information, please
contact the church office at
214-387-8040 or Angelia Pel-
ham at angeliapelham@
lifechangingfaith.com.

Life Changing Faith Christian Fellowship
Church to sponsor for MLK Legacy Celebration

and Essay/Oration Scholarship Contest

(NDG Wire) It's time for
Texas Discovery Gardens’ an-
nual Christmas Tree Drive!
Preservation Tree Services is
offering, for the fourth year in
a row, to mulch donated
Christmas trees for use in our
gardens. Each year, we receive
enough mulch to cover several
of our individual gardens,
keeping trees out of the landfill
and helping us to garden or-
ganically! 

The drive owes its suc-
cess to the Swiss Avenue His-
toric District Association,
which hosts its own tree drive
every year for the Gardens.
Families are enjoying the tra-
dition. Last year, they provided
half of our donated trees (15
out of 30), and they hope to
beat their record this year.
Preservation Tree Services is
making a special drive out to
the neighborhood January 11
to chip all of the trees. 

DFW residents outside of
the neighborhood can drop off
their trees at Texas Discovery
Gardens between January 7
and January 10, 2011 - 3601
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.,
through Gate 6 at Fair
Park(follow signs to the back
of the gardens at Ranger Cir-
cle). All ornaments, tinsel,
lights, nails and stands need to
be removed prior to dropping

off.
Preservation Tree Serv-

ices will chip the trees for
Texas Discovery Gardensto
use throughout 2011. Recy-
cling keeps trees out of land-
fills and provides an excellent
mulching material for the Gar-
dens. Mulch helps trees and
shrubs retain moisture, protects
plants against the cold and ab-
sorbs necessary nutrients.

(NDG Wire) Free weekly stories for
preschoolers resume for 2011 in January at the
Carrollton Public Library.  Toddler Time for
children ages 1-3 will be Mondays and Wednes-
days at 10:15 a.m. at Hebron & Josey Library
(4220 N. Josey Lane), as well as at Josey Ranch
Lake Library (1700 Keller Springs Road) at
10:45 a.m. on Mondays and 10:15 a.m. on Tues-

days.  Story Time for ages 3-6 will be Tuesdays
at 11 a.m. at Josey Ranch Lake and Wednesdays
at 11 a.m. and Thursdays at 7 p.m. at Hebron &
Josey.  Mother Goose Time for Babies will be at
11 a.m. on Mondays at Hebron & Josey.  

For more information about Library pro-
gramming or story times, visit cityofcarroll-
ton.com/library.

Carrollton library story times resume Jan. 3

Community News
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bargains?

Log onto
nOrTHDaLLasgaZETTE.COM

& click on the 

coupon banner.
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LEGAL NOTICE
These Texas Lottery Commission Scratch-Off games will close on 
March 2, 2011. You have until August 29, 2011, to redeem any tickets 
for these games:

Game #1101 $140,000,000 Extreme Payout ($50) Overall Odds are 1 in 2.61
Game #1110 Maybe It’s Your Lucky Day™ ($1) Overall Odds are 1 in 2.75
Game #1175 In The Money ($2) Overall Odds are 1 in 4.86
Game #1176 Lucky 7’s ($7) Overall Odds are 1 in 3.56
Game #1236 Casino Royale ($5) Overall Odds are 1 in 3.82
Game #1266 Loteria® Texas ($3) Overall Odds are 1 in 3.86
Game #1268 9’s In A Line ($1) Overall Odds are 1 in 4.80
Game #1278 Quick Cash ($1) Overall Odds are 1 in 4.31
Game #1313 Lucky 13 ($2) Overall Odds are 1 in 4.30

The odds listed here are the overall odds of winning any prize in a game, including break-even prizes. 
Lottery retailers are authorized to redeem prizes of up to and including $599. Prizes of $600 or more 
must be claimed in person at a Lottery Claim Center or by mail with a completed Texas Lottery claim 
form; however, annuity prizes or prizes over $1,000,000 must be claimed in person at the Commission 
Headquarters in Austin. Call Customer Service at 1-800-37LOTTO or visit the Lottery Web site at 
www.txlottery.org for more information and location of nearest Claim Center. The Texas Lottery is 
not responsible for lost or stolen tickets, or for tickets lost in the mail. Tickets, transactions, players, 
and winners are subject to, and players and winners agree to abide by, all applicable laws, Commission 
rules, regulations, policies, directives, instructions, conditions, procedures, and final decisions of 
the Executive Director. A Scratch-Off game may continue to be sold even when all the top prizes have 
been claimed. Must be 18 years of age or older to purchase a Texas Lottery ticket. PLAY RESPONSIBLY. 
The Texas Lottery Supports Texas Education. © 2010 Texas Lottery Commission. All rights reserved.
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Annual Christmas Tree Recycling
Drive gets Dallas neighborhood
involved in the spirit of giving

(NDG Wire) Everson
Walls, former Grambling
State University student-ath-
lete and former Dallas Cow-
boy, was named by the
NCAA as the FCS Ambassa-
dor for the 2011 NCAA Divi-
sion I Football Champi-
onship game.

Walls, a 13-year NFL
veteran, is the second former
student-athlete to serve as the
ambassador of the football
championship. Wayne Chre-
bet served as the inaugural
ambassador for the 2009
football championship game.

Everson Walls symbol-
izes the character and deter-

mination of the student-ath-
letes that comprise the FCS,
said Damani Leech, NCAA
director for football and base-
ball. 

As ambassador, Walls
will lend his support to the
championship game in a
number of ways, including
pre-game interaction with
fans, serving as an instructor
at a youth clinic event, per-
forming the pre-game coin
toss and participating in the
postgame awards ceremony
on the field.

“I am honored to be a
part of the Division I Foot-
ball Championship, as it pro-

vides young student-athletes
with an opportunity to show-
case their talents on a na-
tional scale,” Walls said.  “As
a former student-athlete, I
can attest to the excitement
and success these young men
will experience in their colle-
giate and professional ca-
reers.”

The 2011 NCAA Divi-
sion I Football Champi-
onship game will be played
Friday, Jan. 7, at Pizza Hut
Stadium in Frisco, Texas. For
more information or to pur-
chase tickets for the game,
log on to www.NCAA.
com/fcs

Everson Walls to Serve as FCS
Ambassador for 2011 NCAA Division I

Football Championship Game



(NDG Wire) The Texas
Workforce Commission
(TWC) has levied $41,000
in fines and ordered proba-
tion for Westwood College
Texas campuses owned by
Denver-based Alta Colleges
Inc. In response to the pend-
ing loss of licensure, Alta
Colleges has agreed to pay
the fines and to comply with
probationary conditions
placed on its license due to a
pattern of noncompliance.
The agreement cites market-
ing and recruiting-related
violations, failure to comply
with applicable Texas law,
and failure to inform TWC
of significant business de-
velopments such as legal ac-
tion against the school and
change of ownership. The
schools will hold a Condi-
tional Certificate of Ap-

proval (license) during the
probation period.

As part of the agree-
ment, Alta Colleges must
pay all fines and commit to
future compliance to all rel-
evant Texas laws governing
career schools and colleges.
Alta College’s two Col-
orado-based Westwood Col-
lege campuses were placed
on probation last week by
the Colorado Commission
on Higher Education for
“unresolved problems with
national accreditors regard-
ing recruitment tactics and
student achievement.”

The $41,000 in penal-
ties include $1,000 for
coaching a prospective stu-
dent at its Dallas campus to
make false statements in
order to qualify for financial
aid, $24,000 for failing to

file changes of ownership
with TWC, and $16,000 for
failing to notify TWC of
four pending lawsuits
against the school.

Other terms of the
agreement include that Alta
Colleges contract with a
third party to perform “se-
cret shopper testing” of col-
lege compliance for its
Texas campuses; respond
promptly to all TWC re-
quests for information and
documentation demonstrat-
ing compliance; and comply
with all TWC provisions re-
lated to change in owner-
ship, notification of legal
action, advertising, and can-
cellation and refund poli-
cies. 

In a separate action last
December, TWC shut down
operation in Texas of West-

wood College Online, also
owned by Alta Colleges,
due to the school operating
in Texas without a Certifi-
cate of Approval. 

Alta Colleges’ schools
in Texas now hold Condi-

tional Certificates of Ap-
proval during this proba-
tionary period, and will face
revocation of licenses at any
time should the schools fail
to meet the terms of the
agreement. TWC has the

authority to arrange alterna-
tive educational programs
or provide refunds to stu-
dents in the event the
agency is forced to revoke
or deny a Certificate of Ap-
proval.

Education www.NorthDallasGazette.com
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Westwood College Texas campuses fined and placed on probation 
High-pressure recruitment practices and other violations result in unprecedented penalties

numerous colleagues that I

admire for their excellence

in teaching, so I feel espe-

cially grateful to be recog-

nized for my efforts. I take

teaching very seriously and

greatly appreciate this

recognition.”

Miller said he was sur-

prised and delighted to re-

ceive the teaching recogni-

tion. “My real teaching re-

ward is seeing students have

the same enthusiasm as I

have for clinical neuro-

science and knowing that I

helped engender that,” he

said.

HOLUB, continued from Page 2

(NDG Wire) Sign up
now for the free community
workshop entitled “What is
a normal teen and how do
you keep them that way?”
for parents offered by the
City of Carrollton on Thurs-
day, February 3 from 7 until
8:15 p.m. in the Courts
Community Room (2001
Jackson Road).  

Guest speaker Lori

Vann, Licensed Professional
Counselor, will talk about
identifying normal teen be-
havior and how parents can
set boundaries with their
kids. She will help answer
these questions: How can
parents tell the difference
between normal teen behav-
ior and risky behavior?
How can parents success-
fully set boundaries with

their teens to try to keep
them out of trouble?  

Registration is limited
to the first 100 persons who
register.  If you plan to at-
tend as a couple, each per-
son must register.  Please at-
tend without children and
teens.  Register by email to
p a m e l a . d i c k i n s o n -
noris@cityofcarrollton.com.

Free community workshop for parents 

(NDG Wire) Bion Oren,
a senior from Dallas major-
ing in computer science and
mathematics at LeTourneau
University (LETU), com-
peted with Team 1, the
"DotHackSlashers," which
placed 26th worldwide in a
recent international computer
programming competition
organized by the Institute of
Electrical and Electronics
Engineers. IEEE is the
world's largest professional
association for the advance-
ment of technology. The stu-
dents took third place nation-

ally.
In an inaugural year for

LETU to compete, students
took third place nationally
and 26th place worldwide in
a recent international com-
puter programming competi-
tion organized by the Insti-
tute of Electrical and Elec-
tronics Engineers. IEEE is
the world's largest profes-
sional association for the ad-
vancement of technology.

In the 24-hour computer
programming competition
called IEEEXtreme, 970
teams totaling more than

2,500 students from 52 coun-
tries competed. The competi-
tion presents competing
teams with a number of
unique programming chal-
lenges designed to test their
skills program design and
analysis. Some of the skills
tested include analyzing task
requirements, identifying the
appropriate solution, and
testing the program to ensure
that it meets all the problem
requirements. Teams could
have up to three people and
were required to work inde-
pendently of each other.

Local college students finish third in
national programming competition



(NDG Wire) Cedar Hill

High School quarterback

Driphus Jackson scored the

top notch in his quest to

land a spot on the U.S.

Army All-American Bowl.

The senior will play on the

west team in the annual

bowl game slated for noon

Jan. 8.

The game will be broad-

cast on NBC.

His win was captured

Dec. 17 in the final episode

of MTV2’s The Ride. The

show followed eight under-

the-radar high school quar-

terbacks fighting for a spot

on the bowl team and a

chance at a Division 1

scholarship. Viewers got to

see the grueling process the

athletes went through as

they were scrutinized by

top coaches in the nation.

This season, the senior

standout racked up 2,900

yards passing, 500 yards

rushing, 29 passing touch-

downs and two rushing TDs

with the Longhorns. Jack-

son recently committed to

play collegiate football at

Rice in Houston.  

The U.S. Army All-

American Bowl is the pre-

mier high school football

game in the country held

each January at the Alam-

odome in San Antonio. The

game features the best high

school football players in

the nation and has helped

launch the careers of Adrian

Peterson, Mark Sanchez,

Tim Tebow, Michael Oher,

and many other college and

NFL stars since its incep-

tion in 2001.

Cedar Hill’s Driphus Jackson wins Army All-American Bowl spot
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(NDG Wire) Students at

the University of North

Texas at Dallas made

Christmas a little nicer for

five families.

Members of the Alpha

Phi Sigma criminal justice

honor society at the nation’s

newest university delivered

gifts for five families to

Thomas Marsalis Elemen-

tary School in Oak Cliff

Dec. 16. Children in the

families attend or have at-

tended Marsalis.

Faculty Advisor Tiffi-

ney Cottledge-Barfield con-

tacted Marsalis Principal

Kimberly Richardson about

the possibility of the honor

society sponsoring families

in the school. The society

held fundraisers and col-

lected bags of toys.

“Any time someone

looks at our school and

wants to help enrich the

lives of our kids and our

parents, it’s an exciting time

for us,” Richardson said.

“It’s humbling; it’s a beau-

tiful thing because we have

a lot of kids in need.”

“Personally, I enjoy giv-

ing back to the commu-

nity,” said legal information

management student Romel

Smith.

“That’s just one of

my goals in life. We know

there are a lot of people that

are having hard times, and

helping a family is one of

our principles in the crimi-

nal justice honor society—

giving back to the commu-

nity.”

After watching two

families receive their gifts,

Cottledge-Barfield called it

a wonderful experience.

“Just to be able to serve

the kids and see that our or-

ganization can bring happi-

ness and joy during this hol-

iday season is wonderful.

It’s heartbreaking to see the

number of kids in need in

our community.” 

UNT Dallas students provide gifts for five families

University of North Texas at Dallas students watch as Thomas Marsalis Elementary
School counselor Telisa Ingram gives Christmas gifts to a family Dec. 16. The UNT
Dallas students are members of the Alpha Phi Sigma criminal justice honor society.

Driphus Jackson

(NDG Wire) Wingstop,

the 470-unit chicken wing

chain is making a strong im-

pact on guests, according to

recent Technomic, Inc. re-

search which found that in

markets where there is a

Wingstop restaurant, con-

sumers ranked the chain as

the number one quick-ser-

vice concept for wings.  

The surveys were con-

ducted over several weeks

by Technomic, Inc., a re-

search and consulting firm

that specializes in restaurants

and food suppliers. The re-

sults found: 

Wingstop had the

highest top-of-mind, unaided

awareness among wing con-

cepts in its markets when

consumers were asked “what

concepts come to mind when

you think of boneless or

bone-in wings?” 

Wingstop received 61

percent, more than twice as

many as any other

l i m i t e d - s e r v i c e

chicken wing brand,

when consumers

were given a list and

asked “which is a

place for great

wings.”  

Fifty percent

of people surveyed

who indicated they

frequent Wingstop, said they

purchase wings at Wingstop

over another establishment

because “Wingstop makes

the best wings.” 

With a sole focus on

cooked-to-order

chicken wings,

the Wingstop

menu features

traditional and

boneless wings

sauced and

tossed in nine

proprietary fla-

vors including

Original Hot,

Lemon Pepper and Garlic

Parmesan, and side dishes

like fresh-cut, seasoned fries. 

“Wingstop prides itself

on being The Wing Experts.

We do one thing and we do

it better than anyone else, so

we are thrilled with the re-

sults and feedback we’ve re-

ceived from consumers,”

said Andy Howard, chief

marketing officer for

Wingstop. “We have a prod-

uct people crave that turns

customers into loyal fans one

wing at a time.” 

Wingstop ranked #1 for wings

M.I.N.G.L.E. Football

Edition is a professional

networking luncheon fea-

turing a panel of former

NFL players turned entre-

preneur, January 28, 2011

from 11:30 a.m. to 2:00

p.m.  M.I.N.G.L.E. ™ -

The acronym appropri-

ately stands for Meet, In-

teract, Network and Grow

with Local Entrepreneurs.

The panel will provide in-

sight on becoming suc-

cessful in today’s eco-

nomic climate and how
they transitioned from

sports to entrepreneurship.  

Hosted by Tarsha Polk,

a prominent Dallas busi-

ness owner, and including

former NFL players: Erik

Penick-Denver Broncos,

Carl Miller-Dallas Cow-

boys, and Timmy New-

some of the Dallas Cow-

boys. 

You can register online

for $40-$50 at www.the-

marketinglady.com/events. 

The event will be held

at Studio Movie Grill

11170 N Central Express-

way in Dallas.

Former Dallas Cowboys special
guests at networking luncheon

Former Dallas Cowboy
Timmy Newsome

When the bridge opens
in 2011, it will provide a
seamless connection be-
tween West Dallas and
Woodall Rodgers Freeway,
and will also reinvigorate
one of Dallas’ most cher-
ished resources; the Trinity
River. The bridge will be a
beautiful landmark for The
Trinity project and redefine
Dallas as a 21st century city
for generations.

The Margaret Hunt Hill
Bridge is designed by inter-
nationally known architect

Santiago Calatrava.
The cable stayed steel

bridge includes 58 cables

attached to the center of the
deck and one 400 foot arch
pylon comprised of 25 seg-
ments. When complete, it
will be the first vehicular
bridge designed by Cala-
trava in America. The Con-
tinental Avenue Bridge will
become a pedestrian en-
clave for walking, city
events and parties.

Photo Credit: Keirston
Jacobs, Honorable Men-
tion, Pro Architecture/
Structures

The Margaret Hunt Hill
Bridge is coming

Extract from City of Dallas 2011 Calendar for the month of January.
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Every Saturday

Pure Saturdays 2026 Com-
merce Street 23 & up pre-
ferred DJ Steve Nice in The
Mixx. Doors open @ 10
p.m. Info text or call 214-
810-5483.

Every Tuesday

The Irving Public Library
invites families to enjoy sto-
ries and music in both Eng-
lish and Spanish. Family
bilingual storytimes are of-
fered at 11 a.m. Tuesdays at
the East Branch Library, 440
S. Nursery Road, and at 7:30
p.m. Thursdays at the Cen-
tral Library, 801 W. Irving
Blvd. For more information,
call 972-721-2458.

Ongoing

African American Repub-
lican Club of Collin
County meets 3rd Tuesday
of every month at 7 pm.
(Doors open at 6:30 pm.)
Collin County Republican
Party HQ. 8416 Stacy Rd.,
McKinney. Call Linda
Wynn Drain, 214-498-7574
or website www.aarcc .com

Collin County Black
Chamber of Commerce,
CCBCC General Meetings,
2nd Thursday of every
month at 6:30pm. Call 469-
424-1020 or email: info@
CCBlackChamber.org for
location.

DFW Financially Empow-
ered Women meet monthly
for lunch or dinner and a
fun, informative seminar on
various financial topics.
Info: 469-942-0809 or
meeetup.com/378.

Group Business Seminars
at 4907 Spring Avenue, Dal-
las, 11:30 a.m. 12:30 p.m.;
3rd Friday of the month
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for
those interested in starting
your own business, it is a
Brown Bag Lunch with Free
Parking

No Limit Network Busi-
ness Networking Lunch 1st
Thursday at 1 pm in Plano
Must RSVP at www.TheNo-

LimitNetwork.com or  972-
898-5882.

The National Business
Women Enterprise Net-
work (NBWEN) Learning
Over Lunch Series: 4th
Saturdays, 11am-1pm, Re-
Markable Affairs Cafe,
2727 LBJ Fwy., Suite 140,
Dallas. $20 for members;
$35 for non-members, $5 off
for early bird registration.
http://nbwenorg.ning.com. 

North Dallas Texas Demo-
cratic Women Regular Me-
etings 4th Thursday, 6:45
p.m. Northaven United
Methodist Church, 11211
Preston Rd (between Forest
& Royal Lanes).

Target Second Saturdays
at Latino Cultural Center On
the second Saturday of
every month family-friendly
activities celebrating Latino
arts and culture. Come in for
one hour, or stay the whole
day.

Business Empowerment
Sessions. Learn to grow a
successful small business.
1st Thursday of each month
at Christian Chapel Temple
of Faith, 14120 Noel Rd.,
Dallas. Call 214-942-6698
for details. 

How to start a business.
Free sessions on getting
started the right way. Ses-
sions held the last Monday
of each month. Call The
PLAN Fund for details 214-
942-6698.

January 8

Chamber Music interna-
tional to present pianist
Leon Fleisher at the Caruth
Auditorium (campus of
Southern Methodist Univer-
sity), 6101 Bishop Blvd. in
Dallas. Call 972-385-7267
for tickets or visit www.cmi-
now.org.

January 8 – 9 

The Zookeeper’s Journal
at the Bath House Cultural
Center gives a personal

glimpse into animal lives,
how they deal with love,
conflict, and their own mor-
tality. Tickets: $8-$10.

Barney  Live  in  Concert  –
Birthday  Bash! bops into
the Verizon Theatre in
Grand Prairie. $16, $22 &
$27. A limited number of
$35 Gold Circle Seats and
$65 Dino Seats* are also
available. Additional fees
and discounts may apply.
Ticketmaster 800-745-3000
or www.ticketmaster.com.

January 14-16

Riverdance is slated for Ver-
izon Theatre at Grand
Prairie. Tickets start at $10.
www.verizontheatre.com

January 15

The National Association
for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP)
Garland, Texas Branch
will host its 22nd Annual
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Parade and March beginning
at 10:00 a.m. The parade
starts on Dairy Road @ Gar-
den Drive (near Embree
Park), Garland.

14th Annual Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day Pa-
rade through Carrollton at
10 a.m.  The parade will
start on Jamestown Street
(behind Carrollton City
Hall) and proceed west to
Josey Lane; south on Josey
to Keller Springs; east on
Keller Springs to Kelly
Boulevard; south on Kelly
Boulevard to end at Ted
Polk Middle School (2001
Kelly Boulevard).  The pa-
rade is sponsored by Christ
Community Connections, in
partnership with the City of
Carrollton.  Info: 972-242-
0933 

Science Fair Kickoff with
Science Safari Susan
Campbell, founder of Sci-
ence Safari, will lead a fun,
idea-filled, free session des-
ignated to spark lots of sci-
entific thinking for children
ages 6-12 at Josey Ranch
Lake Library (1700 Keller

Springs Road) at 2 p.m.
Children will learn how
their questions about the
world can turn into success-
ful science fair projects.
Info: cityofcarrollton.
com/library or 972-466-
4800.

Comedian Chris Tucker at
Music Hall at Fair Park, 901
1st Ave. in Dallas, at 6:30
p.m. Tickets available at
http://orders.tickettriangle.c
om/ResultsTicket.aspx?evti
d=1527497&event=Chris+T
ucker

January 17

The 15th  Annual  Fort
Worth  Cowboys  of  Color
Invitational Rodeo is sched-
uled for 2:00 p.m., at the his-
toric Will Rogers Coliseum
during the Fort Worth Stock
Show.

Teen Night Out for teens
ages 12-15 will have a fun-
filled evening riding the
DART Light Rail from Car-
rollton to Dallas’ Historic
West End to enjoy dinner at
the Spaghetti Warehouse,
before returning to Carroll-
ton.  The $19 fee includes
the round-trip rail fare, din-
ner and gratuity.  Outing be-
gins at 4:45 p.m. Info: city-
ofcarrollton.com/signup-
now.

The House of Blues, 2200
N. Lamar St. in Dallas, to
host the third annual MLK
Jr. Celebration and Stu-
dent Art Exhibition at
10:30 a.m. Event is free with
RSVP at 214-978-4880.

January 17

The City of irving’s an-
nual Martin Luther King
Jr. observance will be held
at 7 p.m. in Carpenter Hall
at the Irving Arts Center,
3333 N. MacArthur Blvd.
The theme for this year’s
celebration is A Message of
Hope. The free event will
feature a tribute to youth and
a performance by the Dallas
Black Dance Theatre. Ad-
mission is free. For more in-
formation, call 972-721-

2501.

January 17 & 20

Public input Meetings:
Residents will have the op-
portunity to provide input to
city staff and project archi-
tects on the new South Irv-
ing Library at community
input meetings scheduled
for 6:30 p.m. Jan. 17 and 20
at the Central Library, 801
W. Irving Blvd.The new li-
brary will replace the exist-
ing Central Library location,
which is slated to open late
2012. For more information,
call 972-721-2606.

January 21 – 30

The Plano Children’s The-
atre, 1301 Custer Road Suite
706 in Plano, will present
several productions of God-
spell. www.plano children-
stheatre.org

January 25

Seeking Common Good in
the Midst of Growing Di-
versity featuring T.D. Jakes,
Chief Pastor, The Potter’s
House; at the SMU Tate Se-
ries Tickets to individual
lectures may be ordered on-
line at smu.edu/tate or by
calling 214/SMU-TATE
214-768-8283).

January 27

Greater irving-Las Coli-
nas Chamber's State of the
City Address at the Irving
Convention Center at Las
Colinas, info: irvingcham-
ber.com or 214-217-8484.

The 2011 irving State of
the City dinner is set for
the Irving Convention Cen-
ter at Las Colinas, 500 W.
Las Colinas Blvd. Info:
www.irvingchamber.com or
214-217-8473.

January 28

M.i.N.G.L.E. Football Ed-
 ition is a professional net-
working luncheon featuring
a panel of former NFL play-
ers turned entrepreneur, Jan-
uary 28, 2011 from 11:30
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  You can
register online for $40-$50

at www.themarketinglady.
com/events. The event will
be held at Studio Movie
Grill 11170 N Central Ex-
pressway in Dallas.

January 29

Comedian Kevin Hart’s
Laugh at My Pain slated for
Verizon Theatre in Grand
Prairie. www.verizonthe-
atre.com

February 4

The 20th annual Super
Bowl Gospel Celebration
is slated for Music Hall at
Fair Park, 909 First Ave. in
Dallas at 7:30 p.m. super-
bowlgospel.com

February 6

P. Diddy Live Grand Fi-
nale Tour at the Palladium
Ballroom is scheduled. DJs
include Go DJ HI C and MC
Qua on the Serato and Mic.
The show is for ages 21 and
older. Buy tickets at
www.aeglive.com.

February 12

UNCF’s 12th annual Red
Hot & Snazzy Benefit Gala
details at www.uncf.org/dal-
las. 

February 19-16

The annual two-day Spring
Master Composter Train-
ing Course will be held
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
at Senter East Building, 228
Chamberlain St. To register,
call 972-742-2296, or visit
www.cityofirving.org/be-
green, select “Educational
Opportunities” and select
“Master Composter Train-
ing.” A refundable deposit of
$20 is required for registra-
tion. Registrants must attend
both days to receive their de-
posit at end of the course.

March 6

Comerica Collin County
Marathon Info: www.
collinmarathon.com. 

April 17-24

Dr Pepper Dallas Cup
XXXii Info: www.dallas-
cup.com 



(NDG Wire) The Uni-

versity of North Texas at

Dallas held its first com-

mencement ceremony Dec.

19, and hundreds of guests

had to watch the ceremony

by closed-circuit television

in classrooms throughout

the campus. 

The first graduating

class included one grand-

mother who relocated to

Dallas after Hurricane Kat-

rina. Lena Johnson, who

turns 60 Dec. 20, worked

for the New Orleans Cham-

ber and Greater New Or-

leans, Inc. for 24 years. One

of 12 children, the New Or-

leans native had a lot of sib-

lings to take care of, so she

dropped out of high school

in the 11th grade, something

she said she regrets. A few

years later she had her first

child when she was 20. She

eventually went back to

school and earned her GED

and later enrolled in Del-

gado Community College

in New Orleans.

“I went through a lot of

challenges because I was

raising my kids by myself,”

she said. She earned an as-

sociate’s degree in 1994. By

that time, she was rising

through the ranks of her ca-

reer with the New Orleans

Chamber of Commerce.

Johnson started work-

ing at the Chamber in the

mailroom as a mail clerk,

was promoted to informa-

tion specialist in the eco-

nomic development depart-

ment and then became a re-

search associate in eco-

nomic development. 

“We brought in new in-

dustry into the New Orleans

area and helped local busi-

nesses that wanted to ex-

pand, and I would put to-

gether proposal packets.” 

She was promoted into the

communications depart-

ment and then moved into

public policy. The Chamber

had a mentoring program

called School to Career.

School children would go to

local businesses to learn

skills and get exposure to

various careers. 

Johnson became in-

volved in the junior

achievement program dur-

ing the summers where they

helped kids learn how to set

goals, how to follow

through on their goals and

how to make decisions in

life. That involvement

helped prepare her for what

she would do at UNT Dal-

las 20 years later and helped

her discover her passion.

The Chamber split and

Greater New Orleans, Inc.

spun off as the economic

development steering wheel

for the city, she said. She

continued working there in

economic development

until four years later when

Hurricane Katrina hit in Au-

gust 2005. Johnson stayed

in Lafayette for several

months hoping to get her

job back, but eventually she

got the bad news. 

“They had to reduce

staff in order to survive, and

me being a senior and kind

of grandfathered into a lot

of the perks, I was one of

the first ones to go,” she

said.

In March 2006 she de-

cided to make Dallas her

new home, in part because

of the many opportunities

here, especially in educa-

tion, she said. In addition,

two of her four daughters

lived in Lancaster and in

Grand Prairie. She moved

to the area, got plugged into

a local church and began

volunteering. 

Pursuing her passion,

she became director of the

Vacation Bible School. She

put together the traditional

spiritual program but also

challenged the children to

explore career paths “be-

cause I wanted them to

know that going to school is

part of developing who you

are, and you need to know

where you’re going from

here.” 

Johnson had an associ-

ate’s degree and always

wanted to get a bachelor’s

degree, so she applied and

was accepted to the Univer-

sity of North Texas. 

Her daughters jokingly

said, “‘You’re going to be

60 years old. You’re going

back to school?’ I told them,

‘Well guess what? I’m

going to be 60 with a de-

gree.’”

She chose to take all of

her courses at what was

then the UNT Dallas Cam-

pus because “It had that

small, family environment.

It wasn’t so big that you got

lost. The smaller campus

was just right. The staff here

was very pleasant; you felt

like you’re at home. Every-

body was so willing to help

you, and I just felt like this

was the place for me.”

Her daughters were

supportive of her going

back to school. They all

pitched in and took care of

her, she said. In fact she

switches being living with

both of her daughters in the

area, although she does

have an apartment in Eu-

less.

She is a member of the

university’s Tau Sigma Na-

tional Honor Society for

transfer students with a 3.5

GPA. In her first semester,

Johnson impressed herself

by earning a 3.7 GPA. 

“I was like, wow, I did-

n’t know I could do this. It

has been a challenge, but it

has also been a victory for

me. I hope to encourage my

11 grandkids to stay in

school and seek a degree

and not be afraid of higher

education.”

This fall Johnson

served as a G-Force mentor

at Kathlyn Joy Gilliam Col-

legiate Academy through

the university’s college

readiness program.  Just

like the New Orleans

Chamber program, prepar-

ing kids, connecting them

with career paths and help-

ing them identify where

they fit before they get out

of high school is her pas-

sion.

The school counselor

at Gilliam, Lenora Brown

said Johnson was fantastic

working with students. 

“She’s very conscientious

about her work, and she’s

dedicated to getting the stu-

dents enrolled in whatever

endeavor she’s working on,

if it’s a college search or

SAT preparation.”

Johnson earned a soci-

ology degree and will con-

tinue taking classes in the

spring semester to complete

a second degree in May.

She wants a job, but she’s

interested in running her

own non-profit “because

I’m going to be 60, and I’m

not sure what the market is

like for someone in their

60s. I still feel vibrant; I still

have a lot of energy left, so

I think I might want to do

something on my own.” 

She is interested in develop-

ing a non-profit that helps

kids learn what she calls

“soft skills”—presentation

skills, how to dress, how to

take a message, how to de-

liver a message, how to

present themselves over-

all—in addition to college

readiness. 

“Our youth have prob-

lems with style, and if you

want to be the one to get the

job, then you have to pres-

ent yourself accordingly.”

Johnson said she

highly recommends UNT

Dallas because it isn’t over-

whelming. 

“I was able to go in, and if I

had any issues I could talk

to my instructors and they

took the time to talk to me.”

She called Assistant Profes-

sor of Sociology Helen

Potts her favorite instructor

because “she keeps it real.

She’s very open. She’s

young, and I’m like, wow,

she’s awesome to be so

young. I think she has so

much more to offer. She’s

very patient and doesn’t

mind you coming in and

talking to her.”

UNT Dallas will begin

awarding its own degrees

after the school is separately

accredited, which is ex-

pected to occur in 2013.

Until then, UNT Dallas

maintains its accreditation

through the flagship of the

UNT System.

One hundred ten stu-

dents walked in the UNT

Dallas commencement cer-

emony. Students will con-

tinue to earn a UNT degree,

but they can declare Dallas

as their home campus and

have their diploma name

UNT Dallas as the location

where the degree was con-

ferred, UNT Dallas Regis-

trar Nichole Mancone said. 

The University of

North Texas at Dallas is a

21st century teaching insti-

tution and a component of

the University of North

Texas System. The Univer-

sity’s goal is to train citizens

to be productive and lead in

a global environment and to

promote the values of

virtue, civility, reasoning

and accountability.
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Displaced Katrina survivor graduates
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University of North Texas at Dallas student Lena Johnson gives brochures to Avery Dejuan (left) and Bryan Tryon,
students at the DISD’s Kathlyn Joy Gilliam Collegiate Academy, outside the school’s “GO Center” Dec. 15. The Go
Center has computers and resources to help students with college access and scholarships.  Johnson relocated to
Dallas after Hurricane Katrina. She graduated from UNT Dallas Dec. 19.



(NDG Wire) The 15th
Annual Fort Worth Cow-
boys of Color Invitational
Rodeo will take place on
Monday, January 17, 2011,
2:00 p.m., at the historic
Will Rogers Coliseum dur-
ing the Fort Worth Stock
Show, for the second year in
a row.  A portion of the pro-
ceeds from this rodeo will
be donated by the Stock
Show to benefit the educa-

tional programming pro-
vided by National Multicul-
tural Western Heritage Mu-
seum (NMWHM) to area
youth.  The museum offers
free Cultural Heritage Youth
Workshops that are held
throughout the school year
for students K-12.   

The museum's goal is to
assist 1,500 youth from
across the city attend the Ft.
Worth Cowboys of Color

Rodeo on Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Monday, after the
parade, on Monday, January
17, 2011.

The day will include
pre-rodeo activities for fam-
ilies such as the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Holiday Pa-
rade held in downtown Ft.
Worth, Grand Entry Parade
at the rodeo, cultural enter-
tainment between traditional
rodeo events and an oppor-

tunity to obtain autographs
from the rodeo contest win-
ners.  The $16.00 ticket
price includes admission to

grounds activities through-
out the day (petting zoo, ex-
hibits, midway, etc.).

Tickets may be pur-

chased via mail, the mu-
seum's website www.cow-
boysofcolor.org, or by call-
ing 817-922-9999.

Sat., Jan. 15, 2011 at 8:00 PM
www.eisemanncenter.com • 972.744.4650

2351 Performance Dr. • Richardson, TX 75082  

“Perhaps more than any other popular vocalist alive, he
embodies the notion of the voice as a pure instrument.
Jarreau is considered by many to be the greatest jazz
singer alive.” 

– TIME Magazine

Cowboys of Color Rodeo returns to Stock Show

(NDG Wire) Al Jar-
reau’s unique vocal style is
one of the world’s most pre-
cious treasures. His innova-
tive musical expressions
have made him one of the
most critically acclaimed
performers of our time, with
seven Grammys (jazz, pop
and R&B), scores of inter-
national music awards, and
accolades worldwide. After

Al Jarreau performing in Richardson

By Tonya Whitaker
NDG Staff Writer

i Got Da Hookup
The oh-so-generous P.

Diddy is spreading holiday
cheer. Visit www. northdal-
lasgazette.com to find out
what college student re-
ceived a special surprise
from P. Diddy.

A Wealth Full of Lies
Last week, Jermaine

Jackson was a poor man
who could not pay $3,000 a
month in child support ar-
rears because he earned ap-
proximately $1,400 a
month. If he is so broke,
why did recently report
$150,000 in furs, jewelry
and clothes stolen from his

home?

Now That’s Better
I was not saddened when

Paula Abdul departed
American idol. Admit it
y’all, she ain’t the greatest
singer. When I used to
watch Idol, I would always
cringe when she made a
suggestion about someone’s

singing. Now, dancing is
one thing Abdul can do.
Abdul’s upcoming judging
gig on CBS’ Live to Dance
is more appropriate for her.

Happy New Year every-
one!

Read more celebrity gos-
sip online at www.northdal-
lasgazette.com.

Have You Heard?

December 31
The South Dallas Cul-

tural Center, 3400 S.
Fitzhugh Ave. in Dallas,
presents Kwanzaa at the
Center at 7 p.m. The event
is free.

December 31 –
January 1

New Year’s Eve with
Tommy Davidson at the
Arlington Improv, 309

Curtis Mathes Way in Ar-
lington begins at 10 p.m.
and includes party favors
and champagne toast at
midnight. Tickets are $35.

BiTTERSWEET,  v.2
The Future Past New
Year’s Eve celebration
slated for the Aloft Hotel,
1033 Young St. in Dallas
from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. Age
25 and older. Must RSVP

before 5 p.m. on Dec. 31.
Ten dollar admission be-
fore 9:30 p.m. with RSVP.
http://dbrsvp.com/bitter-
sweet

The Release Roc  the
Year is coming to the Red
Room, 4950 Belt Line
Road in Addison starting at
9 p.m. To enter, ladies
must be 23 years old and
men 25. Complimentary

admission for everyone for
everyone until 10:30 p.m.
with RSVP. http://dbrsvp.
com/ release

The 7th annual New
Year’s Eve Extravaganza
slated for 9 p.m. to 3 a.m.
at the Radisson Hotel Love
Field, 1241 Mockingbird
Lane in Dallas. Men must
be 25 years old and women
23 to enter. Tickets start at

$45. Visit http://thesilent-
partner.ticketleap.com/cou
rtesy-nissan-presents-the-
7 t h - a n n u a l - n y e -
extravaganza/ for tickets.

Read more entertain-
ment online at www.north-
dallasgazette.com. Submit
entertainment announce-
ments to assignmentedi-
tor@northdallasgazette.com

Car Review
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Looking for
bargains?

Log onto
nOrTHDaLLasgaZETTE.COM

& click on the 
coupon banner.

coupons.com has partnered with us for you.

‘Round about DFW New Year’s Celebrations

Tommy Davidson

Paula AbdulP. Diddy

Al Jarreau

See Jarreau, Page 12



(NDG Wire) The Re-
gional Transportation
Council approved $1.2
million in projects in De-
cember intended to help
move Dallas/Fort Worth
International Airport and
local governments to-
ward cleaner vehicle
fleets through the Clean
Fleets North Texas:  Re-
covery Act Project.
Among the projects is con-
version to compressed natu-
ral gas of 37 DFW Airport
shuttle buses. The airport
will receive $784,400 in
grant funding for the $2.77
million project, and $16,000
for two CNG sweepers. 

The money comes from
the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009,
which provided the North
Central Texas Council of
Governments $19.4 million
for air quality programs it
administers. The State En-
ergy Conservation Office
(SECO) contributed $2.5
million of the funds.

The city of Fort Worth
was awarded $259,910 for
fleet and infrastructure up-
grades. The city will convert

four heavy-duty and six
light-duty trucks to propane.
Fort Worth will upgrade
propane infrastructure at
three locations with money it
received for infrastructure
improvements. 

Euless, Garland, McKin-
ney and Tarrant County also
received funding for alterna-
tive-fuel and advanced-tech-
nology projects aimed at
making their fleets more ef-
ficient. Euless plans to use
its funding for a biodiesel
project. Garland and McKin-
ney were awarded funding
for all-electric and plug-in
electric vehicles and
recharging infrastructure.

A total of 19 light-duty
and 43 heavy-duty vehicles
will receive funding, as well

as five infra-
structure proj-
ects. With adop-
tion of cleaner
technologies ,
the recipients
are expected to
save 195,107
gallons of diesel
and 508,525
gallons of gaso-
line over the life

of the vehicles. This was the
second time NCTCOG dis-
tributed ARRA funds for
clean-vehicle projects under
this same program. Plano,
Midlothian, Garland, DFW
Airport and the University of
Texas Southwestern Medical
Center were awarded about
$275,000 in ARRA funds in
Round 1 of the Clean Fleets
North Texas:  Recovery Act
Project for natural gas and
electric vehicle and infra-
structure projects.

The region still has more
than $985,000 in ARRA
funds to distribute to local
governments seeking
cleaner fleets. NCTCOG has
opened another call for proj-
ects to allocate this money to
entities seeking to contribute

to the region’s improving air
quality. 

Efforts to reduce petro-
leum use and improve the
region’s air quality are im-
portant because the nine-
county Dallas-Fort Worth

area is in nonattainment for
the pollutant ozone. Despite
major strides made in recent
years, the region has work
remaining before it meets
the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency’s ozone stan-

dard. Encouraging local
governments to adopt
cleaner technology is just
one tool NCTCOG is using
to reach the goal of cleaner
air. 

RTC awards airport, regional governments $1.2M for clean vehicles
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(NDG Wire) Texas total
non-farm employment was
up by 19,100 jobs in Novem-
ber, representing the addition
of 192,100 jobs in the last
year. The Texas unemploy-
ment rate rose slightly to 8.2
percent in November and
continued to trend well
below the U.S. unemploy-
ment rate for November at
9.8 percent. The Texas un-
employment rate has ranged
between 8.1 and 8.3 percent
during 2010. 

“Texas employers have
added jobs in eight of the last

12 months, setting the pace
for the rest of the nation,”
said Texas Workforce Com-
mission (TWC) Chairman
Tom Pauken. “Most indus-
tries recorded positive
growth over the year.” 

Professional and Busi-
ness Services increased by
5,600 jobs in November,
adding 61,200 positions from
a year ago. Leisure and Hos-
pitality employment in-
creased by 4,700 positions in
November for a total job gain
of 19,100 jobs since Novem-
ber 2009. 

“Consistent job growth
over the past year offers em-
ployment opportunities for
Texas workers,” said TWC
Commissioner Representing
Labor Ronny Congleton.
“Staff at TWC and the 240
workforce centers across the
state are committed to assist-
ing those job seekers who re-
main unemployed.”

Employment in Educa-
tion and Health Services in-
creased by 4,300 jobs in No-
vember with a total of 47,900
jobs added in this industry
since November 2009. Fi-

nancial Activi-
ties employ-
ment increased
by 2,000 jobs
in November,
adding 5,900
jobs over the
year. 

In Novem-
ber, Informa-
tion employ-
ment increased
by 1,700 jobs;
Construction
added 1,000
jobs; and Min-
ing and Log-

ging grew by 300 positions.
“Recent job growth has

spurred an increase in the
Texas labor force which has
continued to expand for the
third consecutive month, cur-
rently at 12.2 million work-
ers,” said TWC Commis-
sioner Representing the Pub-
lic Andres Alcantar. “Job
seekers should take advan-
tage of the many services
available at no-cost from
their local workforce devel-
opment boards across the
state.”

Texas employers add 19,100 jobs in November but state rate increases

The North Dallas Gazette
joins family and friends in
mourning the passing of
Eddie P. Richardson, a long-
time community activist and
co-founder of East Lubbock’s
community newspaper,
Southwest Digest.  Richard-
son passed away on Sunday
December 19 at his home.
He was 74 years of age.  

Richardson is survived
by his mother, Helen Here-

ford, his two daughters, An-
gela of Lubbock, TX and
Karen of Atlanta, GA.  Other
members of his surviving
family include eight grand-
children and five great-
grandchildren.  

Richardson dedicated his
life in the black community
of Lubbock.  He founded the
city’s Black Chamber of En-
trepreneurs, where he served
as a governor’s appointee to

a statewide Juneteenth Cele-
bration Board.  For several
years, Richardson spear-
headed the city’s Martin
Luther King Jr. celebrations.
One of his biggest contribu-
tions to the black community
in Lubbock was working
with his partner and dearest
friend for 40 years, T.J. Pat-
terson, at the Southwest Di-
gest, the newspaper they co-
founded together.

Longtime publisher and
community activist is mourned



The Office of Emer-
gency Management is hosting
a free Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) train-
ing from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Jan-
uary 8-9, 2011. Training will
take place at the Fire and Po-
lice Training Academy, 2603
Esters Road. 

CERT members will
learn how to be self-sufficient
for up to 72 hours following a
major emergency or disaster.
CERT members are volun-
teers who others in the com-
munity will rely on to meet
their immediate life-saving

and life-sustaining needs. 
Space is limited. To sign

up for this volunteer training
opportunity, contact Emer-

gency Management Planner
Billy Owens at 972-721-2183
or bowens@ cityofirving.org
by December 31.

Irving hosting CERT Training

to March 2008, she conspired
with others to embezzle from
the City of Garland by creating
false claims for damage and
repairs to personal and real
property. The false claims to-
taled more than $1.9 million.
The checks, issued in the true
names of co-conspirators as
well as fictitious names, were
cashed by co-conspirators who
shared the proceeds with

Leathers.
On December 8, 2010,

Leathers' sister, Connie M.
Powell, 59, of Garland, pled
guilty to her role in the con-

spiracy. She faces a maximum
statutory sentence of five years
in prison, a $250,000 fine and
restitution. Sentencing is set
for March 2, 2011.

GARLAND, continued from Page 1
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aDOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING

ADOPTION? You choose from

families nationwide. LIVING

EXPENSES PAID. Abby's One

True Gift Adoptions. 866-413-

6292, 24/7 Void/Illinois

auTOMOTIVe
WANTED JAPANESE MO-

TORCYCLES KAWASAKI,

1970-1980, Z1-900, KZ900,

KZ1000, H2-750, H1-500, S1-

250, S2-250, S2-350, S3-400.

CASH PAID. 1-800-772-1142.

1-310-721-0726.

auTOS WaNTeD
DONATE YOUR CAR. FREE

TOWING. "Cars for Kids". Any

condition. Tax deductible out-

reachcenter.com, 1-800-597-

9411

BuSINeSS OPPOrTuNITIeS
GREAT PAYING... Frac Sand

Hauling Work in Texas. Need

Big Rig,Pneumatic Trailer &

Blower. 817-769-7621

eleCTrONICS
DIRECT to home Satellite TV

$19.99/mo. FREE installation,

FREE HD-DVR upgrade. New

customers - No Activation

Fee! Credit/Debit Card Req.

Call 1-800-795-3579

eMPlOYMeNT
MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn

up to $150 daily. Get paid to

shop pt/ft. Call now 800-690-

1272.

FINaNCIal

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT CASH

NOW!!! Injury Lawsuit Drag-

ging? Need fast $500-

$500,000+? We help. Call 1-

866-386-3692 www.lawcapi-

tal.com

GET FAST CASH! Pre-ap-

proval by phone. Bad Credit

OK. No faxing. Cash in 24hrs.

Apply now! Checking account

required. 800-390-4380

HealTH & FITNeSS
Erectile Dysfunction FDA

Medical Vacuum Pumps,

Testosterone, Viagra, Cialis

(619)294-7777 www.drjoelka-

plan.com (Discounts Available)

HelP WaNTeD
ASSEMBLE MAGNETS &

CRAFTS at home! Year-round

work! Great pay! Call toll free

1-866-844-5091. THE JOB

FOR YOU! $500 Sign-on-

bonus. Travel the US with our

young minded enthusiastic

business group. Cash and

bonuses daily. Call Shawn

800-716-0048 today

ACTORS/MOVIE EXTRAS -

$150-$300/Day depending on

job. No experience. All looks

needed. 1-800-281-5185-

A103

MISCellaNeOuS
AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train

for high paying Aviation Main-

tenance Career. FAA approved

program. Financial aid if qual-

ified - Housing available CALL

Aviation Institute of Mainte-

nance (866) 453-6204.

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE

from home. Medical, Busi-

ness, Paralegal, Accounting,

Criminal Justice. Job place-

ment assistance. Computer

available. Financial aid if qual-

ified. Call 800-494-3586

www.CenturaOnline.com

CASH PAID for unexpired,

sealed DIABETIC TEST

STRIPS - up to $17/Box! Ship-

ping paid. Sara 1-800-371-

1136. www.cash4diabeticsup-

plies.com

STEEL BUILDINGS: 5 only

16x20, 25x36, 30x48, 40x52,

45x82. Selling for Balance!

Free Delivery! 1-800-462-

7930x262

real eSTaTe
***FREE Foreclosure List-

ings*** OVER 400,000 proper-

ties nationwide. Low down

payment. Call now 800-250-

2043.

TIMeSHareS
SELL/RENT YOUR TIME-

SHARE FOR CASH!!! Our

Guaranteed Services will Sell/

Rent Your Unused Timeshare

for CASH! Over $78 Million of-

fered in 2009! www.sellatime-

share.com (800) 882-0296

WaNTeD TO BuY
Sell your diabetes test strips

any kind/brand unexpired

$16.00 box shipping paid 1-

800-266-0702

Reader Advisory: the National Trade Association we belong to has purchased the following classifieds. De-

termining the value of their service or product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings,

some advertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals, directories and other mate-

rials designed to help their clients establish mail order selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circum-

stance should you send any money in advance or give the client your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers.

Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair company does

business only over the phone it is illegal to request any money before delivering its service. All funds are based in

US dollars. 800 numbers may or may not reach Canada.

To advertise call 972-509-9049 Email (ad for quote) opportunity@northdallasgazette.com

CaDNeT/NOrTH DallaS GazeTTe
National and Local Classified Advertising Network

For rent:
nice 3 bedroom home with 2 full baths, Fireplace,

Heated pool and spa, Fenced backyard,
Quiet neighborhood, $1,200 / month 

216 West Willow Lane  |  Princeton, TX 75407 

Call 940-613-7009 for more information 

by Fordham Law School in

New York, where she deliv-

ered a paper on the topic

The Dynamic of Law and

Development in Ghana; The

case for Judicial Reform in

an Emergent Democracy.

She was the keynote

speaker for the 16th Com-

monwealth Law Conference

(CLC2009) in Hong Kong,

where she spoke on the

topic Democracy, Good

Governance and the role of

the Legal Profession: The

case of Ghana in April

2009.

In September last year,

Chief Justice Wood was ap-

pointed a member of the

special team of the Interna-

tional Bar Association

(IBA) and International

Legal Assistance Consor-

tium (ILAC) to Kenya at the

invitation of the Kenya Law

Society on Judicial Re-

forms.

In January Chief Justice

Wood will be celebrated as

the International honoree at

the 19th Annual Trumpet

Awards black-tie ceremony,

sponsored by the Trumpet

Awards Foundation, Inc.

“We will continue to

build upon this commemo-

rative memorial to the civil

rights struggle that depicts

the tireless efforts and pas-

sionate concern of these de-

termined individuals whose

footsteps appear in this

Walk of Fame,” said Clay-

ton.

WOOD, continued from Page 2

more than 30 years, Al Jar-
reau is undoubtedly one of
the greatest performers and
innovative vocalists the
music world has ever
known, and will light up the
eisemann Center Presents
Spotlight Series in the Hill
Performance Hall on Sat.,
Jan. 15, 2011 at 8 p.m. 

Still one of the hardest
working men in show busi-
ness, 2009 saw Al embark
on a six-week European
spring tour visiting theatres
& festivals in Germany,
France, Scandinavia and

Eastern Europe. Al also put
together the very Best of Al
Jarreau: An excellent Ad-
venture. The 16-song col-
lection highlights some of
Al’s best-known songs,
alongside one new track
“Excellent Adventure,”
which was produced by
Richard Nichols and The
Randy Watson Experience
(Grammy® winning song-
writer James Poyser and
The Roots drummer Amir
“Questlove” Thompson) -
who have also produced
songs for Erykah Badu, Al

Green and The Roots,
among others. 

Tickets for the Sat., Jan.
15 performance range from
$39-$68 and are available
online at www.eisemann-
center.com or by calling the
Eisemann Center Ticket Of-
fice at 972-744-4650.
Ticket Office hours are
10:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m.
Monday thru Saturday and
one hour before perform-
ances. Group discounts are
available for 10 or more by
calling 972-744-4657. 

JARREAU, continued from Page 10

(NDG Wire) Congress-
woman Eddie Bernice  John-
son announced last week that
the Dallas Area Rapid Transit
(DART) System will receive
$700,000 from the Federal
Transit Administration for
Light Rail Planning. 

The $700,000 in planning
funds will be used to evaluate a

second light rail transit align-
ment for downtown Dallas,
commonly known as D2. This
new line is being undertaken to
alleviate congestion along the
DART transit mall, which runs
along Bryan Streetand Pacific
Avenue.

“The award of these funds
represents a critical step for-

ward to moving ahead with the
D2 line,” said Congresswoman
Johnson. “I am pleased to sup-
port the allocation of these
funds to DART, which adds to
my ongoing effort to help re-
lieve congestion and ensure
that Dallasresidents have mul-
tiple transportation options
available to them.”

DART awarded $700,000 for light rail planning



 

 
 

 

      

  
        Progressive Department   LATERAL TRANSFER PROGRAM 

        Advanced Technology   Accelerated Academy 
        7/14 TMRS Retirement   Accelerated Pay 

        Uniforms & Equipment Provided  Accelerated Academy Seniority 
           

 
Accepting applications Friday, Dec. 17th, 2010 through Friday, Jan. 14th, 2011 at 5:00pm 

NEXT CIVIL SERVICE EXAM DATE: January 29th, 2011 8:00am 

 
Visit our website at www.garlandpolicejobs.org for more information. 

 
Beginning December 17th, apply online at www.garlandtx.gov 

 

For questions, contact: 

Recruiting Officer Molly Norton: 972-487-7358 
 Toll Free: 1-888-670-7932 

E-mail: info@garlandpolicejobs.org 

 
The Garland Police Department is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
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GRAPHIC ARTIST
Small Community Newspaper

looking for a partime

student graphic artist.

Prefer student (intern) that's

available on a per project basis.

Must have knowledge of

Quark and Indesign software.

Work will be done

at company office.

Must be professional and

dependable.  Fax resumes to:

972-509-9058, or email to:

trj1909@tx.rr.com

Attention Suppliers of Goods,

Services and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at

www.bidsync.com

www.garlandpurchasing.com

972-205-2415

St. Luke Missionary Baptist Church
6702 Victoria Ave. - Dallas, TX

(214) 352-6409 - stlukedallas.org

Minister of Music - Vacancy

• Requirements: Organist, read music, vocal
reaching, directing experience of music staff

• Rehearsal: Wednesday 8:10 PM-9:30 PM 
(following Bible Study)

• Church Services: Sunday 10:00 AM and 
minimal afternoon services

• Active Choirs: Voice of Praise, Youth Choir, 
and Praise Team

Interview procedures
Resume: stlukebc@sbcglobal.net

or send to church address -
Salary: Negotiated at interview Instrumentation re-

quired and singing at interview

Rev. Lloyd B. Hall III, Pastor/Teacher

TISEO PAVING COMPANY
419 E. Hwy. 80, Mesquite, TX 75150

Tel: (972) 289-0723 Fax (972) 216-5637
www.tiseopaving.com

Performing Concrete Street Paving
in the Metroplex Area

We Accept Subcontracting Bids
For All Public Works Projects

in the Dallas Area.
We Are Accepting Applications for Con-
crete Mixer Drivers and Heavy Equip-

ment Mechanics

Equal Opportunity Employer

Cabela’s is an Equal Opportunity Employer

IS OPENING SOON
IN ALLEN, TX!!!

Positions Open For
a Limited Time!

The World’s Foremost
Outfitter is seeking

outdoor enthusiasts for
our Allen, TX retail
store, scheduled to
open Spring 2011.

Retail
Associates

All Departments
Job ID# 16065

DON’T WAIT. APPLY TODAY at

www.cabelas.com,
go to ‘About Us,’ click on ‘Careers,’ then
“Apply Now.” Next to Location, type ‘Allen’

and apply to Req. #16065

If you do not have a home computer, please
visit your local library or Workforce Center.

Now Hiring

Hourly Full-time,

Part-time

& Seasonal

Positions!

Now Hiring

Hourly Full-time,

Part-time

& Seasonal

Positions!

march, the celebration continues with
an MLK commemorative program in
the Granville Arts Center. Slated to
perform are the MLK community-
wide youth choir, the St. Luke AME
puppet ministry and the Ida Handley
Elementary choir will perform.  

Keeping with the event’s theme,

the MLK youth extravaganza will
take place Sunday, Jan. 16, 2011, at 4
p.m. at the Granville Arts Center
main auditorium. Youth groups from
area churches will showcase their
spiritual talents in praise dance, step
routines and military style drills on
Sunday afternoon.

All events are free and open to the
public. For more information on these
events, please contact the NAACP
Garland Branch at 972-381-5044,
voice box #5, or visit the NAACP
Garland Branch’s web site at
www.garlandtxnaacp.org.

NAACP, continued from Page 1



AvENUE F CHURCH
OF CHRiST iN PLANO

January 1, 2011, 7 a.m.
Join us for our Ladies Prayer &
Breakfast meeting at the IHOP,
933 N. Central Expressway in
Plano, TX 75075.  Come fast-
ing, if you can, and have a
thirst for righteousness.  Every-
one is welcome.  For details
call Sis. Misty Rockwell at
214-244-1142 or Sis. Deadra
Pete at 469-667-5865

Every Wednesday
Join us for Bible Study at 10:30
a.m.; and for Prayer, Praise,
Songs, Fellowship, Bible Study
and Worship at 7 p.m.

Brother Ramon Hodridge,
Minister

1026 Avenue F
Plano, TX   75074
972-423-8833

www.avefchurchofchrist.org 
_______________________

DAYSTAR
DELivERANCE

MiNiSTRiES

On Going
9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Visit Helen’s House every
Monday and Friday to receive,
to give, to comfort and to fel-
lowship.  The give-a-way of
food, love and household items
is given freely to all those who
could use a little touch.

Pastor Minnie
Hawthorne-Ewing

635 W. Campbell Road
Suite 210

Richardson, TX 75080
972-480-0200

_______________________

EiRENE CHRiSTiAN

FELLOWSHiP CHURCH

Sunday Mornings
Join us in our New Worship
Times:  8:45 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Wednesdays, 7:45 p.m.
You’re invited to our Midweek
Bible Study.

Pastor Autry
701 E. Centennial Blvd.
Richardson, TX   75081

972-991-0200
www.followpeace.org

_______________________

FELLOWSHiP
CHRiSTiAN CENTER
CHURCH iN ALLEN

“THE SHiP”

On Going,
9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Monday – Friday
Prayer Lines for those in need
are 972-649-0566 and 972-
649-0567.

Rev. W. L. Stafford, Sr.,
M.Div.

Senior Pastor
305 N. Alder Drive, in
Allen for Sunday
Morning Worship.
Church Address is
200 Belmont Drive
Allen, TX   75013 
972-359-9956

www.fbcallen.org 
_______________________

FiRST BAPTiST CHURCH
OF HAMiLTON PARK

“FiRST CHURCH”

December 31st, 9 p.m.
You’re invited to an evening of
anointed New Years Eve Wor-
ship Experience of prayer, tes-
timonials and music from New
Mount Zion and First Church

mass choirs; plus Psalmists
Helen Baylor and Tramaine
Hawkins.

On Going,
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. 

Let your children join us for
fun, fellowship and Bible
learning at our Annie Pearl
Foster Children Center in
Room 238.

Dr. Gregory Foster,
Senior Pastor

300 Phillips Street
Richardson, TX 75081

972-235-4235
www.fbchp.org 

_______________________

MT. PiSGAH
MiSSiONARY

BAPTiST CHURCH
“THE ROCK”

December 31, 10 p.m.
Join us for Watch Night Serv-
ice as we close the Year 2010
and welcome the New Year
2011. 

On Going
Each Wednesday

Join us at:   Every Man’s Battle
class, Its Tough Being a
Woman class and Understand-
ing Spiritual Gifts class.

Pastor Robert Townsend
11611 Webb Chapel Road
Dallas, TX   75229
972-241-6151

www.dallasmtpisgah.org 
_______________________

NEW MOUNT ZiON
BAPTiST CHURCH

OF DALLAS

December 31, 9 p.m.
Join us at First Baptist Church
of Hamilton Park, 300 Phillips

Street for Watch Night Service
of prayer, testimonials and
songs.  Call 214-341-6459 for
details. 

On Going 
You are invited to visit our Job
Resource Center on Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 10 a.m. to
12 Noon in our Computer
Training Room in the Educa-
tional Building.

On Going
Let your child or children at-
tend TTS (Test Taking Skills)
for math classes for TAKS (5th
– 12th Grades) and special TTS
for math Class (5th – 8th
Grades.)  Call 214-235-3190 or
214-541-8292 for time, place
and other details.

Dr. Robert Price, Sr.
Senior Pastor

9550 Shepherd Road
Dallas, TX  75243
214-341-6459
www.nmzb.org

_______________________

NORTH DALLAS
COMMUNiTY

BiBLE FELLOWSHiP
CHURCH

ON GOiNG HELP
God never expected us to bear
our burdens alone; our Stephen
Ministers are ready to provide
emotional and spiritual care
when you need them.  Call
972-437-3493, Ext. 153 for de-
tails.

December 31, 9 p.m.
Join us for our anointed Watch
Night Services.  

Dr. Leslie W. Smith,
Senior Pastor

1010-1020 S. Sherman Street

Richardson, TX   75081
972-437-3493
www.ndcbf.org 

________________________

SAiNT MARK MBC
iN MCKiNNEY

December 31, 10 p.m.
Join us for Watch Night Serv-
ice as we close the Year 2010
and welcome the New Year
2011. 

Dr. Charles Wattley
Senior Pastor

1308 Wilcox Street
McKinney TX   75069

972-542-6178
www.saintmarkbc.com  

_______________________

SHiLOH MBC
iN PLANO

December 31, 10 p.m.
Join us for Watch Night Serv-
ice as we close the Year 2010
and welcome the New Year
2011. 

On Going
Wednesdays, 7 p.m.

You’re invited to our Mid-
Week Service as we praise and
worship God for His blessings.

Dr. Isaiah Joshua, Jr.
Senior Pastor

920 E. 14th Street
Plano, TX   75074
972-423-6695

www.smbcplano.org
________________________

THE NEW LiGHT
CHURCH

On Going
Join us every Wednesday at
6:30 pm for Girls in Action
meeting.  Girls 6-17 are en-

couraged to explore Christ and
the Word of God.

Shaun Rabb, Senior Pastor
9314 Elam Road
Dallas, TX   75217
214-391-3430

www.newlightchurch.com 
________________________

WORD OF LiFE
CHURCH OF

GOD iN CHRiST

December 31, 9 p.m.
Join Prophet Gregory Voss,
pastor & guest speaker as he re-
veal future events for 2011 and
beyond for Watch Night Serv-
ice at the St. Andrews COGIC
at 608 Lakey Street, Denton,
Texas 76205; with Supt & Pas-
tor Clarence Harden, his con-
gregation; and guest Psalmist
Tommye Young-West with
other anointed ministers for a
Holy Spirit night of closing out
2010 and welcoming the New
Year 2011.  Call 214-514-9147
for details.  Theme:  Pressing
Forward, Going Higher!
Found in Philippians 3:14.

On Going
Join us in prayer early in the
morning at 6 a.m. on Monday -
Friday at 1-661-673-8600,
Code # 142219 and please put
your phone on mute.

Thursdays, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to hear anointed
men and women bring the
Word of God. 

Dr. Gregory Voss,
Senior Pastor

2765 Trinity Mills Road
Building 300

Carrollton, TX   75006
214-514-9147
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The New Light Church
ENCOURAGING, EMPOWERING, EVANGELIZING

“Taste and see that the LORD is Good.”

Shaun Rabb, Senior Pastor

Sunday School  9:30AM

Sunday Worship Service  11:00AM

Thursday Night Live At The Light  7:00PM

Come, Experience

The Light!

www.newlightchurchdallas.org

9314 Elam Rd. | Dallas, TX  75217

214.391.3430



ican owned businesses that
have both local and global
reach into the marketplace,
and supporting sustainable
economic development in
our communities with a focus
on job training and long term
employment programs and
projects.     

According to the U.S.
Department of Commerce
Minority Business Develop-
ment Agency (MBDA), there
is a new focus on growing the
minority business commu-
nity in the United States.  In

other words, to grow em-
ployment in our communi-
ties, we must grow the devel-
opment of new businesses in
our communities.  U.S. Com-
merce Secretary Gary Locke
recently announced the ap-
pointment of 25 individuals
to serve on the National Ad-
visory Council for Minority
Business Enterprises.  This
new council is led by the
MBDA and is the first such
federal advisory council that
will be focused on promoting
minority businesses since the

early 1970’s.  Thus, another
milestone for the Obama Ad-
ministration.  

David A. Hinson, the
MBDA National Director, is
an accomplished expert on
minority business develop-
ment in the African American
and other minority communi-
ties.  Hinson stated, “The na-
tion’s 5.8 million minority-
owned firms have significant
untapped potential that can
benefit the United States.
The advisory council has an
opportunity to shape future

policies and programs that
will set the foundation for the
growth of $100 million com-
panies across all industries
that are owned and operated
by U.S. minorities.”

The outlook, therefore, in
2011 is more promising than
it was two years ago.  Oppor-
tunity is on the horizon for
African American businesses
and workers.  But, let’s stay
focus.  Let’s be prepared.
Our long fight for freedom,
justice, and equality has to re-
sult in more employment and

thus empowerment.  Let’s
continue to fight.

Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis is
Senior Advisor for the Black

Alliance for educational Op-
tions and President of edu-
cation Online Services Cor-
poration

EMPLOYMENT, continued from Page 3

December 31, 2010 will
end with “Watch Night Serv-
ices” at various churches in
America.  For 100 years or
more my ancestors celebrated
“Night Watch Services” every
December 31st; and later, I
did the same with my chil-
dren not knowing the mean-
ing of the annual celebration.

From my cousin, Vickie
Terry Byrd I learned the his-
tory of Watch Night Service;
a tradition that brings fond
memories to me.  Perhaps this
story will educate and en-
lighten you, or at the very
least bring back loving mem-
ories of your past.

Many of you who grew
up in Black communities in
America have probably heard
of “Watch Night Services”

(the gathering of Christians in
church on New Year’s Eve.)
Service usually begins any-
where from 9 or 10 pm, and
ends at midnight with prayer
into the New Year.  Some
people go to church before
going out to celebrate the
New Year.  For others, church
is their only New Year’s Eve
celebration.  I always as-
sumed that Watch Night Serv-
ice was a fairly standard
Christian religious service – a
bit more Afro centric because
that’s what happens when el-
ements of Christianity be-
come linked with the Black
Church.  It seems that pre-
dominantly Anglo Christian
churches did not include
Watch Night Services on their
calendars in the past, but fo-
cused on Christmas Eve pro-
grams.  In fact, there were in-
stances where clergy in main-

line denominations wondered
aloud about the propriety of
linking religious services with
a secular holiday like New
Year’s Eve.

However, there is a rea-
son for the importance of
New Year’s Eve Services in
Black congregations; it can be
traced back to gatherings on
December 31, 1862, also
known as “Freedom’s Eve.”
On that night, Blacks came
together in churches and pri-
vate homes all across the na-
tion, anxiously awaiting the
news that the Emancipation
Proclamation actually had be-
come law.  Then, at the stroke
of midnight, it was January 1,
1863; this meant that all
slaves in the Confederate
States were declared legally
FREE.  When news was re-
ceived, there were prayers,
shouts and songs of joy as

people fell to their knees and
thanked God.  Some Black
folks have gathered in
churches on New Year’s Eve
since; and there are praises to
God for bringing families
safely through another year.

It’s been 148 years since
that First Freedom’s Eve in
Texas; many of us were never
taught the African America’s
history of Watch Night, but
custom still brings us together
at this time every year to cel-
ebrate, how God blessed us.

For the New Year, may
you find God to be:  Your
peace for every struggle; the
supply for your every need;
your solution for every prob-
lem; your escape for every
temptation.   Your release for
every burden you may have
and your balm for every pain.
Your comfort for every sor-
row; the victory for every bat-

tle you will have; your wis-
dom for every decision; your
strength for every endeavor;
your hope for every tomor-
row and your song for every
day.

Remember, Philippians

4:13 (KJv) says, “I can do all
things through Christ which
strengtheneth me.”

God’s Peace, Joy, Hope
and Blessings to you and your
family in the New Year!
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Sister Tarpley  and  son,  Jarrell Edwin,  today  is  his

birthday; I thank and praise God for a wonderful and

caring son.  HAPPY BIRTHDAY JARRELL!

Watch Night Services

Avenue F Church of Christ
1026 Avenue F • Plano, TX  75074

972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchrist.org

Ramon Hodridge, Minister

Early Sunday Morning ...................8:00 am
Sunday Bible Class .........................9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship............10:45 am
Evening Worship ...........................3:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Class ..................7:00 pm

Radio Program @ 7:30 am on
KHVN 970 AM Sunday Mornings



seeing how much they love

the game.”

The next day (Dec. 13),

the athletes had the opportu-

nity to catch up with Kidd at

the American Airlines Cen-

ter during a tour of the Dal-

las Mavericks locker room

and shoot around on the

court with Kidd before he

and the Mavericks took on

the Milwaukee Bucks. The

75 game tickets for the Spe-

cial Olympians were pro-

vided by the Heroes Foun-

dation, a nonprofit that pro-

vides programs for opportu-

nity for Dallas youth to par-

ticipate in team sports and

educational and cultural

curriculums while building

self confidence. In addition,

the foundation brings sports

training and competition to

children and adults with in-

tellectual disabilities.

“Special Olympics

Texas has worked with the

Heroes Foundation for a

while now, and it has really

evolved into a fantastic part-

nership,” said Cyndi

Murchison, development di-

rector for Special Olympics

Texas –Greater Dallas area.

“We appreciate the people

and all their support and es-

pecially want to thank Jason

for spending his Sunday

with the athletes.”

The clinic also provided

a chance to see improve-

ments to the Mark Cuban

Heroes Basketball Center

since its recent facelift.

Thanks to the Heroes Foun-

dation, the once-abandoned

YWCA has undergone a $2-

million renovation to ex-

pand and transform the

heavily vandalized facility

into a top-of-the-line NBA-

style youth sports center

with areas for technology,

academics and community

gatherings. The latest en-

hancements include artist-

inspired graffiti walls, a new

NBA/NCAA-sized basket-

ball court, a completed

workout and training facil-

ity, and a scouting room.

Updates are currently in

progress for the YOUniver-

sity room, an academic-

savvy area equipped with

computers, an SAT/ACT

training center, a study hall

room plus a large commu-

nity center and small meet-

ing room for gatherings.

In addition to Kidd and

the Special Olympics ath-

letes, other attendees at the

clinic included Cyndi

Murchison, Special

Olympics Texas Program

Director-Area 10; John

Sherrod, Heroes Basketball

board member; Charlie

McKinney, founder and

president of the Heroes

Foundation; plus players

from the Heroes select bas-

ketball team who are volun-

teering as part of Heroes

Cares, an initiative modeled

after NBA Cares to get

youth to give back to their

community.

“Heroes Cares is truly

the cornerstone of the He-

roes Foundation,” said He-

roes Basketball board mem-

ber John Sherrod. “We’re

giving our kids the chance

to give back to the commu-

nity and in turn they begin

to understand what it really

means to be winners on the

court.”

KIDD, continued from Page 1
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