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“The single issue that
arguably stands to have
the greatest impact on the
future of Black America in
2012 is the vote.” The
State of Black America

2012

This week, the Na-
tional Urban League takes
its fight for jobs, educa-
tion, voting rights and
empowerment to Capitol
Hill in Washington, DC.
In meetings with Obama
Administration officials
and leaders from both
parties in Congress, we

b

The State of Black America 2012:
Occupy the Vote

will demand immediate
action on the persistent
jobs crisis and we will
offer our own 8-point
plan to Educate, Employ
and Empower the 13 mil-
lion Americans who re-
main out of work.

The highlight of our

See 0CCUPY, Page 13
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See MAYOR, Page 9

Since its inception in
the early twentieth cen-
tury, (International
Women’s Day) now
called Women’s History
Month has been rooted in
the struggle for economic
justice, growing out of
local demonstrations by
women workers demand-
ing shorter hours, better

Sonia Sanchez

pay, voting rights, peace,
as well as, an end to
poverty, hunger and white
supremacy. As the nation
reflects on the contribu-
tions of women to Ameri-
can society, Black Cine-
matheque Dallas joins the
South Dallas Cultural
Center in asking the ques-
tion. "What is the image

Black Women'’s History Film Festival

of the Black woman in the
media and how can Black
women control it?"

The festival kicks off
Friday, March 16 7:30
p.m.:

Sonia Sanchez: Shake
Loose Memories by
Jamal Joseph 60 min. -

See FILM, Page 10

Oprah to interview
Bobbi Kristina

For more information see pg. 10
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By DoNALD WILLIS

The citizens of the 30th
Congressional District of
Texas were invited to meet
the candidates at the African-
American Museum for a
“Night of Politics” presented
by the Dallas Examiner and
publisher Molly Finch on
February 27. The district

Rep. Barbara Mallory-Caraway

30th Congressional District candidates
meet for a "Nights of Politics” in Dallas

stretches from central Dallas,
Pleasant Grove to the suburbs
of Desoto, Lancaster, Glenn
Heights and Wilmer.
Congressman Eddie Ber-
nice Johnson was schedule to
appear, but in the end had an-
other engagement. Texas
state Representative Barbara

See DISTRICT, Page 12

BY CHARLENE CROWELL

Despite continued re-
ductions in home prices
and mortgage interest
rates, housing affordabil-
ity remains a growing
problem for many Ameri-
cans. That was the key
finding in a new study,
Housing Landscape 2012,
from the Center for Hous-
ing Policy. After analyzing
Census data on housing
costs and incomes the or-
ganization found that both
homeowners and renters
are struggling to pay for

America’s families
carry heavy housin
burdens, says new repor

housing. Since 2008, af-
fordability has eroded for
working households in 24
states. Moreover, nearly
one in four working
households in the country
spent more than half of
their total income on hous-
ing.

According to Jeffrey
Lubell, executive director
of the Washington-based
Center for Housing Policy,
“The data show that
homeowners have been hit
hard by the housing crisis
in more ways than just lost

See HOUSING, Page 11
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Jackie Joyner Kersee

The 12th Annual Des-
tiny Awards Luncheon, ben-
efiting St. Philip’s School
and Community Center,
will be held at 11:30 a.m. on
Thursday, March 8 at the
Belo Mansion in downtown
Dallas. One of the most dec-
orated female athletes of all
time, Olympian Jackie
Joyner Kersee, will serve as
the keynote speaker for this
inspiring event that raises
funds for the many quality
educational and social serv-
ice programs provided by
St. Philip’s.

“St. Philip’s students
lead by example,” explains

Kersee, who has been a
friend of the South Dallas
organization for over a
decade. “I have always
been impressed with the
school ministry and their
commitment to young peo-
ple and our future leaders.”

At the luncheon, the
Destiny Awards will be pre-
sented to those who have
demonstrated exceptional
work toward bridging rela-
tionships between the many
diverse communities within
DFW. The Award for Or-
ganization will be presented
to Fort Worth Avenue De-
velopment Group for their

commitment to improving
the West Commerce/Fort
Worth Avenue corridor and
maintaining a high quality
of life for the area’s diverse
residential neighborhoods
and businesses.

The Destiny Award for
Corporation will be pre-
sented to Dallas Institute of
Humanities and Culture for
its numerous and effective
integrated programs, includ-
ing the Teachers Academy
that for nearly thirty years
has brought together teach-
ers of all ethnicities and
backgrounds for common
study of diverse texts.

Barbara L. Watkins will
receive the Destiny Award

for Individual Leadership
for tirelessly championing

the rights for af-
fordable and qual-
ity health care for
all. She has posi-
tively impacted
the lives of many
in her role as Sen-
ior Vice President
of Public Af-
fairs/Patient Serv-
ices for Parkland
Hospital and
through her in-
volvement  with
local  organiza-
tions such as the
Vogel  Alcove,
Girls Inc. and The
Senior Source.
Two individuals will be
awarded the Unsung Hero

Award — Rev. S.M. Wright,
II and Rev. Calvin Wright.
Through their leadership of
the People Missionary Bap-
tist Church in South Dallas,
the Wrights have continued
a legacy of bridge building
between communities that
began with their father,
S.M. Wright, Sr., over fifty
years ago.

St. Philip’s School and
Community Center is an in-
dependent elementary scho-
ol in southern Dallas serv-
ing over 250 students, ages
two years through sixth
grade and a dynamic com-
munity center, providing
numerous athletic, educa-

See KERSEE, Page 6

Latonia Donaldson

Dallas-based residen-
tial mortgage originator
PrimeLending, a Plain-
sCapital Company has an-
nounced the addition of
Latonia Donaldson as a
business development
manager.

With more than 18
years of experience in
mortgage lending, Don-
aldson will be focusing on
multicultural and afford-
able lending opportunities
within  key  markets
through PrimeLending’s
newly created Community
Outreach Program. In this
new role, she is responsi-

ble for creating mortgage
opportunities within mul-
ticultural segments and
underserved markets by
providing homeownership
education and financial lit-
eracy to potential home-
buyers. Donaldson will
also provide training to
PrimeLending loan offi-
cers on various down pay-
ment assistance and af-
fordable housing pro-
grams, as well as coordi-
nate educational events for
homebuyers and real es-
tate agents.

“l am very pleased to
take on such a great op-

portunity in multicul-
tural business develop-
ment for PrimeLend-
ing,” said Donaldson.
“In my new role, [ am
looking forward to in-
creasing our penetra-
tion and visibility in all
multicultural seg-
ments. I have always
had a very deep pas-
sion for affordable
lending and commu-
nity outreach.”
“Latonia is a great
addition to our team,”
said Todd Salmans,
CEO and president of
PrimeLending. “Her
expertise will be an in-
valuable asset to our

Community
Outreach Pro-
gram.”

In addition
to her work
experience,
Donaldson
holds key po-
sitions  with
major real es-
tate trade asso-
ciations in the
Dallas/Fort
Worth  area.
Donaldson
serves as a
board member
and education
chair for the
National Asso-
ciations of

Hispanic Real Estate Pro-
fessionals, and is the di-
rector of special events for
the Asian American Real
Estate Association. She
also serves as secretary for
the Women’s Council of
the Dallas Association of
Real Estate Brokers, an
African American associa-
tion.

Donaldson comes to
PrimeLending from JP
Morgan Chase, where she
was a business develop-
ment manager. For more
information about Prime-
Lending’s community out-
reach efforts, contact La-
tonia Donaldson at 972-
447-5899.

Lady Tasha

Lady Tasha Stafford
gave her life to Christ as a

Stafford

She was called to serve
with her husband and Pas-
tor, Dr. W.L.
Stafford, Sr. as the
First Lady of Fel-
lowship Christian
Center Church
(FCCC) formally
known as Fellow-
ship Baptist Church
of Allen, in June
2004. After serving
as First Lady for
four years, Lady
Stafford accepted
her call into the
Ministry and was
licensed in October
2008, and was or-
dained in August

young woman at Wesley
AME Church in Harrisburg,
PA under the Leadership of
Rev. Frederick B. Massey.

20009.

Lady Stafford
considers it an honor and a
privilege to walk worthy of
the calling on her life at Fel-
lowship Christian Center

Church (FCCC). God has
blessed her with many gifts
and talents that she is using
towards Kingdom Building
at FCCC. She dedicates her
time and talents to the Lord
by strongly supporting her
husband, Dr. Stafford and
serves as Director of the As-
sociate Minister’s Ministry,
Women Justified by Faith
Ministry (WIBF); Fellow-
ship Intercessory Prayer
Leader and Instructor for
the FCCC Prayer- Deliver-
ance-Intercession Class.
God Dblessed Lady
Stafford to be one of nine
First Ladies recognized as
an “Unsung Hero” within
her community by the Eta
Phi Beta Sorority in May of
2008. She was also featured
in the December 2008 Epit-
ome Magazine and was the
honored recipient of the
2008 Testimony of the Year
Award. Lady Stafford re-

ceived her Certificate in the
Ministry of Intercession
from the Prayer Fast Inter-
national Ministries; and has
earned a Bachelors Degree
from Virginia State Univer-
sity and Master’s Degree
from George Mason Uni-
versity.

Lady Stafford has
served as the guest speaker
at women’s events in
churches throughout the
U.S. She has a passion to
see women healed and set
free through the Word of
God.

Lady Stafford and Pas-
tor Stafford have been
blessed with two sons:
Wayne L. Stafford, Jr. and
Nathan Wayne.

Her favorite scripture
verse is Hebrews 12:1:
“Therefore, since we are
surrounded by such a great
cloud of witnesses, let us
throw off everything that

hinders and the sin that so
easily entangles, and let us

run with perseverance the
race marked out for us.”

$69° DIVORCE

* DWI / Suspended License
* WARRANTS Removed*

* 24 Hour Jail Release*

* Occupational license, felonies
* Protective Order

* Misdeamenor/Felonies *

* Divorce / Annulment

* Child Support / Paternity
* Custody Modification

* Restraining Order

* Protective Order
* Name Change / Adoption
* Domestic Violence

214-638-9930

817-277-0196 (Metro)

Easy Payment Plans

2730 N. Stemmons Frwy, Suite 409 « Dallas, TX 75207

Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization

¥ If you qualify. *Fees quoted above are minimum down payment needed to begin processing your case.
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ACLU urges states to reject
CCA offer to privatize prisons

The American Civil Lib-
erties Union and a broad
coalition of 60 policy and re-
ligious groups urged states to
reject a recent offer by the
nation’s largest private prison
company to buy and privatize
state prisons.

In a letter sent to gover-
nors in every state, the ACLU
and 26 other organizations
said a recent offer by Correc-
tions Corporation of America
(CCA) to buy prisons cur-
rently run by state officials is
a backdoor invitation to take

on additional debt while in-
creasing CCA’s profits and
impeding the serious crimi-
nal justice reforms needed to
combat the nation’s mass in-
carceration crisis.

Two similar letters are
also being sent today by reli-
gious coalitions to governors.
One of the letters, sent by 32
faith groups including the
United Methodist Church
General Board of Church and
Society, the United Church of
Christ/Justice and Witness
Ministries, the Episcopal

Church and the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) Office of
Public Witness, says there is
a moral imperative in reduc-
ing incarceration through ev-
idence-based alternatives to
imprisonment and re-entry
policies that ease the transi-
tion of prisoners back into so-
ciety. A third letter, from the
Presbyterian Criminal Justice
Network, argues that the
principles of mercy, forgive-
ness, redemption and recon-
ciliation are largely absent
from the private prison in-

dustry.

“Selling off prisons to
CCA would be a tragic mis-
take for your state,” the
ACLU’s  letter  reads.
“[CCA’s] proposal is an invi-
tation to fiscal irresponsibil-
ity, prisoner abuse and de-
creased public safety. It
should be promptly de-
clined.”

The letters come in re-
sponse to a letter sent last
month by CCA to officials in
48 states announcing what it

See REJECT, Page 12

Program Policy Development

Dear Mayor (Irving
Mayor Beth) Van Duyne,

I respectfully urge you
to end your futile and de-
structive campaign to stop
the Entertainment Center.
It is very clear that you op-
pose it but that you do not
have the votes to stop the
project in a legitimate man-
ner. Instead, your efforts,
such as adding 20 mean-
ingless and possibly illegal
agenda items to the March
2 agenda, are doing a great
disservice to us, the resi-
dents and voters, by cir-
cumventing a the represen-
tative democratic process.

In addition, these ac-
tions and tactics have cre-
ated a dangerous situation
in Irving. There is an in-
creasingly hateful mental-
ity at Council meetings,
with catcalls, boos and
shouts of “recall” directed
to lawfully elected, honor-
able public servants on the
Council. Many of these
members’ whose character
and legitimacy to serve has
been called into question
were elected by substantial
margins: Rose Cannaday
(64%), Dennis Webb (just
short of a plurality in the
May election, then won the
runoff by 64%), Rick
Stopfer (88%), and Joe
Phillip (78%) all won by
larger margins than you did
in the runoff, but the same
people who call your elec-
tion a “mandate” don’t ex-
tend the same view to these
other members. (Lewis
Patrick ran unopposed.)

You are allowing atten-
dees at Council meetings

to make very personal at-

Letter to the editor

tacks and question the
honor and integrity of
those who support the EC.
Anyone who received
money from LCG is ac-
cused of being on the take,
but there seems to be a
double standard as I have
never heard anyone of this
same group question how
the donations from your
largest contributor may af-
fect your decisions.

I certainly believe in
the right of free speech, but
also believe that you, as
mayor and moderator of
Council meetings, have the
ability and duty to conduct
civil and respectful meet-

ings. If you made it clear
that speakers and audience
members must conduct
themselves in a civil, re-
spectful manner at all
times, some of this would
subside. Instead, you per-
mit, and indeed often en-
courage, this incivility. As
you know, Marvin Randle
recently told Rick Stopfer
he was going to “take him
down.” While it may give
you and your supporters a
feeling that you are accom-
plishing something, the sad
fact is that neither you, nor
they, are making a persua-
sive case against the EC,
and instead, just making

Irving a laughing stock.

You are the leader of
our city. You must set the
tone of honest, respectful
discourse and set a zero-
tolerance policy for the
kind of behavior demon-
strated at recent Council
meetings. Hopefully your
lead may still the anger and
hatred that is festering in
our town.

Finally, I also ask that
you honor the legal con-
tract process that has oc-
curred with the LCG con-
tract. You have suggested
that the contract was pre-
pared by LCG. As I am

See EDITOR, Page 4

Can you spare a paradigm?

Matt Davies takes a look at the kind of assistance that the return of “social issues” pro-

vides to Americans in need.
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Sugar-sweetened teens

Researchers say teenagers
who eat or drink a lot of fruc-
tose — which is common as a
sweetener in sodas and other
processed foods — show signs
of problems in their blood that
could make things worse for
them as grown-ups.

At the Medical College of
Georgia at Georgia Health Sci-
ences University in Augusta,
Dr. Vanessa Bundy looked at
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data on 559 teens, ages 14 to
18. She checked for things
such as high blood pressure
and high blood sugar levels.

"Adolescents that con-
sumed more fructose had
higher circulating levels of
factors that are known to con-
tribute to cardiovascular dis-
ease in adults."

Those factors also raise
the risk of diabetes.

Texas voters oppose Perry on
Women'’s Health Program

A new Public Policy
Polling survey finds that
Texas voters are strongly op-
posed to Governor Rick
Perry’s decision to jeopardize
the Women’s Health Pro-
gram. Only 38 percent sup-
port Perry’s decision, while
55 percent are opposed. Key
findings from the survey in-
clude:

-Women  overwhelm-
ingly oppose the decision by
a 57/37 margin, while men
do as well 52/40.

-Independent voters op-
pose Perry’s decision 46/43.

We also asked more
specifically about Governor
Perry’s decision to discrimi-
nate against women who
choose Planned Parenthood
as their health care provider.

59 percent oppose Perry’s ef-
forts to prevent women from
using Planned Parenthood
for vital preventive services,
while only 38 percent sup-
port him on that front. A ma-
jority of independents, 51/45,
oppose his position on the
issue.

Perry and other state law-
makers who’ve joined him in
working to end the Women’s
Health Program could pay a
price at the polls. 53 percent
of voters view this group of
politicians unfavorably, com-
pared to only 38 percent who
see them in a positive light.

Dislike for officials try-
ing to end the program unites
women (36/50), men (40/57),
whites  (37/58), African
Americans (25/64), seniors

(34/61), and independents
(44/47). This is a course of
action turning off voters of
all stripes.

Texas voters are sending
a clear message to Governor
Perry: they think the
Women’s Health Program is
important and that he should
leave it alone. And they think
it’s wrong to use Planned
Parenthood as a political
pifata and deny low-income
women access to critical can-
cer screenings, birth control,
and screenings for diabetes
and hypertension.

Public Policy Polling sur-
veyed 562 Texas voters on
March 2nd and 3rd. The poll
was sponsored by Planned
Parenthood and has a margin
of error of +/-4.1 percent.

Community health event a success

Joyce Chibueze of
Mesquite has her blood
pressure checked by Rod-
ney Young of Guardian
EMS during Texas Re-
gional Medical Center at
Sunnyvale’s heart event
Feb. 11. More than 40 peo-

ple attended [§ = _
the event, [ ! J
which  of-
fered med-
ical  tests
and cooking
demonstra-
tions.

E DITO R, continued from Page 2

sure you know, the creation
and refinement of contracts
is an iterative, give and take
process. Both parties have
input into the final product
and, for you to lead those
less knowledgeable to be-
lieve that LCG simply
handed over a contract,
signed sealed and delivered
without the input of the city
attorneys is unfair not only
to the governance process,
but to the dedicated public
servants who represented
the city in those negotia-
tions.

I hope you consider
these concerns. If you don’t
tamp down these fires while
they are relatively small,
they will grow out of your
control, further damaging
the city and its reputation.
And the result will be that
under your leadership, we
will continue to lose com-
mercial tenants, and the
city’s ability to attract de-
velopers will be irreparably

damaged. That would be a
sad legacy and one that I’'m
sure you don’t intend to cre-

ate.

L
>

Sincerely yours,

Jill Martinez

jmartinez@irvingonli
ne.com

I I S S .
Bring this ad in for 25% off
your general wellness exam.

I (New patients ONLY)
190

1 W irving Blvd, Irving TX 75061
(972) 259-6900
www.molinamedicalcenter.com I

Expiration 03.31.2012
I I I N e

rlave a heafth
Insurance
question or

concem?

The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program can help you:

v Learn about your rights under the federal health care reform law
v Enrollin a health plan

v Appeal a treatment decision

V' Resolve a complaint against your health plan or insurer

v Obtain the health care premium tax credit (for small busingsses)

Texas

CHP

Consumer Health

Assistance Program

1.855-TEX-CHAP (1-855-839-2427) tollfree
www.texashealthoptions.com

The Texas Consumer Health Assistance Program (TEX CHAP) is aperated by the Texas De-
partment of Insurance to help Texas consumers with health insurance issties. We do not sl
insurance. TEX CHAP s part of a nefwork of state consumer assistance programs funded by
a grant from the US. Department of Health and Human Services.
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Make a Difference Makeover 2012
to benefit Dress for Success Dallas

In celebration of
Women’s History Month,
Lameka Weeks, owner of the
HEIGHT GODDESS cloth-
ing line catering to women
5’9 and taller, has teamed
with Xhemistry the Salon to
host the “Make a Difference
Makeover 2012 event for
women needing a day of posh
and pampering. This fundrais-
ing event benefitting Dress
For Success Dallas will be
held at the Diva Styles Salon
on Sunday, March 11 from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m.

“As women, it is impor-
tant to take the time to love
and celebrate ourselves” said
Lameka Weeks, owner of
HEIGHT GODDESS. “ The
‘Make a Difference Makeover
2012’event is a way do just
that, while giving back to
Dress for Success Dallas, an
organization that provides to
women all year long.”

The “Make a Difference
Makeover 2012” event is a
day of posh and pampering
benefitting Dress for Success
Dallas, a nonprofit organiza-

tion that promotes the eco-
nomic independence of disad-
vantaged women by provid-
ing professional attire, a net-
work of support and the ca-
reer development tools to help
women thrive in work and in
life.

Guests can choose from
an array of beauty services
performed by well-known
stylists that include a chic
haircut for $25, a refreshing
shampoo and style for $25,
application of makeup for
$20, and a full makeover with
hair and makeup for $65. This
event is open to the public,
however appointments are re-
quired and can be made on-
line at http://www.face-
book.com/themadm and
clicking the “Book Your
Makeover” tab. All proceeds
from the event will be do-
nated to Dress for Success
Dallas. In addition, three
lucky women going through
the Dress for Success profes-
sional development program
will be selected to receive
complimentary makeovers.

“Our organization be-
lieves in empowering women
by equipping them with key
essentials for being successful
in life, “said Alonzo Peterson,
executive director of Dress
for Success Dallas. “The
‘Make a Difference Makeover
2012’ event increases aware-
ness of our mission, while
also raising funds for our sig-
nature programs.”

The “Make a Difference
Makeover 2012” event will
take place on Sunday, March
11 at the Diva Styles Salon lo-
cated at 17610 Midway Road,
Ste. 122, Dallas, TX 75287.
For additional information
about the event and/or to
make donations, please con-
tact Lameka Weeks of
HEIGHT GODDESS at 214-
960-4619 or via email at

madm2012 @heightgod-
dess.com.
For more info visit

www.dressforsuccess.org/dal-
las, www.heightgoddess.com
or www.xhemistrythesalon.
com.

Dallas Lawyers Answer Legal Questions — FREE!

Volunteer attorneys will
answer legal questions at no
cost from 5:30 p.m. to § p.m.
on Wednesday, March 14, and
Wednesday, March 21, via
LegalLine, a call-in program
sponsored by the Dallas Bar
Association.

LegalLine is a commu-
nity service for DFW-area
residents, provided the second

You could help track
the growth and health
of babies! A career;

of exciting momen
could start with a
simple phone call!

Connect with us today!

888.310.0333

Text TryUsDal to 94576
sanfordbrown.edu/dallas
Scan for event info!

and third Wednesdays of each
month. On these designated
nights, anonymous lawyers
are available to answer ques-
tions in many law-related
areas ranging from divorce
and child support matters, to
wills, insurance, employment
and criminal law matters.
Residents needing assis-
tance should call LegalLine at

3)
Sanford

Brown

COLLEGE

1250 W. Mockingbird Lane, Suite 150 | Dallas, TX 75247

Career education 215457—10/11. Find disclosures on graduation rates, student financial obligations and more at
www.sanfordbrown.edu/disclosures Credits earned are unlikely to transfer. Sanford-Brown College cannot guarantee

employment or salary.

(214) 220-7476 from 5:30
p.m. to 8 p.m. on Wednesday,
March 14, or Wednesday,
March 21.

Individuals may also re-
ceive referrals to local, legal,
or social service agencies.
LegalLine volunteer attorneys
typically answer between 50
and 90 calls each night.

25th Funny Bunny Festival at
Railroad Park March 31

The 25th Annual Funny
Bunny Festival is sched-
uled for Saturday, March
31, from 8:30 a.m. to noon,
at Toyota of Lewisville
Railroad Park, 1301 Rail-
road Street. Admission is
$1 per person, free for chil-
dren younger than 3.

Visit with the Funny
Bunny, play carnival
games, enjoy face painting
and join in the annual egg
hunt. Souvenir photos will
be available at a minimal
cost. All egg hunts will

begin simultaneously in the
ballfield areas, divided into
age groups. Egg hunt par-
ticipants younger than 3
should be accompanied by
one parent only.

A pancake breakfast,
prepared by Lewisville
Noon Rotary Club, will be
served 8:30-11 a.m. Break-
fast tickets are $3 for adults
(ages 12 and up), $2 for
children, free for children
younger than 3. This “all
you can eat” pancake
breakfast will be served

under the pavilion. All pro-
ceeds are used to benefit
Lewisville area charities
such as Christian Commu-
nity Action, CASA and
PediPlace.

Advance tickets for the
Funny Bunny Festival go
on sale March 15 at Memo-
rial Park and Frederick P.
Herring recreation centers.
Express Entrance Lanes
will be available at the
event for those who pre-
purchase tickets.

Recyclers can receive free
Dallas Stars tickets

Sims Recycling Solu-
tions, the global leader in
electronics reuse and recy-
cling, and the Dallas Stars
will host a free electronics re-
cycling event to encourage
the community and Dallas
Stars hockey fans to recycle
their electronics. The event
will be held on March 10 at
American Airlines Center lo-
cated at 2500 Victory Avenue
in Dallas, on AT&T Plaza
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

The first 100 participants
to drop off an item for recy-
cling will receive two tickets
to a Dallas Stars hockey
game courtesy of Sims Recy-
cling Solutions and will also
receive a raffle ticket for a
chance to win exclusive auto-
graphed merchandise and
memorabilia from the Dallas

KEDRA A. WILLIAMS

Financial Statements
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Tax Preparation

469-449-9833

www. kedrawilliams.com

Stars.

“Together, the Dallas
Stars and Sims Recycling So-
lutions are providing area
residents with convenient ac-
cess to a safe and responsible
electronics recycling method
that safeguards their personal
data and protects the environ-
ment,” stated Steve Skurnac,

President, Sims Recycling
Solutions, Americas. “Our
first year of partnering with
the Dallas Stars to raise
awareness of and work to-
ward solving the growing
problem of electronic waste
has proven to be very suc-
cessful. During the first event

See STARS, Page 6

"I've Got My Sh*t Together,
But | Still Can't Find A Man!"

your own home.

valued at $276.

Introducing From Dating to In a Relationship, an
8-week Video Series that provides independent
women the tools they need to have satisfying,
long-term relationships. It's delivered every week
via email so you can learn EFFECTIVE dating
and relationship strategies from the comfort of

Plus, just for giving this series a try, you'll
walk away with a complimentary Premium Gift

Call Call 1-888-574-9399 and push 0 for the operator to

get on your way to the relationship you deserve today.
www.beforeumarry.com
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Cutting Edge Youth Summit

Local students are in-
vited to the Cutting Edge
Youth Summit at Tarrant
County College-Southeast
Campus on April 14. The
event is designed to recog-
nize organizations/students
for their hard work, and ed-
ucate students on how to
become effective student
leaders. The summit work-
shops for students will
focus on education, mental
and physical health, civic
responsibility, and leader-
ship skills. The summit
will also have workshops
for community leaders and
parents that will focus on
grant funding for non-

profit organizations, career
building, and child devel-
opment.

A few of the workshops
include:

. College Applica-
tion Process: The 411;

. Grants and Schol-
arships: Show Me The
Money;

. Stepping Out: All
You Need To Know About
College Life; and

. Grants Connec-
tion; Finding Funding For
Your Organization

Candice Bledsoe is the
founder of Poetic Dia-
monds and The Cutting
Edge Youth Summit. She

helps girls, minorities, and
economically  disadvan-
taged youth with their writ-
ten and oral communica-
tion skills. Candice Bled-
soe believes, works for,
and loves her community.
She is the Founder of Po-
etic Diamonds and the Cut-
ting Edge Youth Summit.
The Cutting Edge Youth
Summit helps to develop
students in the area of aca-
demic excellence, mentor-
ship, leadership, and schol-
arship.

Candice works at TCC
as an English faculty mem-
ber. She empowers her stu-
dents to become all that

they can holistically.
Known for her abilities in
the classroom, she works
to help bring each student
to their best.

She also supports
women in ministry through
conferences and local or-
ganizations. Candice L.
Bledsoe, poet, world trav-
eler, and motivational
speaker, says her work is to
“...encourage the broken
and withered soul.”

After graduating from
Baylor University, Candice
traveled to Southeast-Asia
where she served as an In-
structor at Yonok College
in Lampang, Thailand. As

Zeta Sorority hosting scholarship dinner

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,
Inc. -Kappa Zeta Chapter is
inviting the public to join
them at the 2012 Blue
Revue Dinner & Dance.
Their goal is help make
“Dreams Come True” for
11 young ladies in the com-
munity. The Blue Revue is
a scholarship program that
focuses on etiquette, com-
munity service, and college

preparation for female high
school seniors. Over the
past decade, more than
$50,000 in scholarships has
been awarded through the
Miss Blue Revue Scholar-
ship Program.

Proceeds from the Miss
Blue Revue Scholarship
Program benefit the Stork s
Nest Charity Fund of Dallas
(SNCFD). Stork‘s Nest

Charity Fund is a 501.c3
tax-exempt entity of Zeta
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc,
Kappa Zeta Chapter. All
proceeds go to support
scholarships and educa-
tional enrichment programs
in the Dallas Metroplex.

The 2012 Miss Blue
Revue Scholarship Program
is scheduled for

Saturday, March 24 for

7 p.m. to 12 Midnight at
The Westin Park Central,
located at 12720 Merit
Drive, Dallas. The cost is
$45 plus a $2 online service
fee.

For more information
and to purchase tickets,
please visit the Blue Revue
website at missbluerevue.
org.

Petco and Hill's Science Diet Host
National Pet Adoption Weekend

Liberty Tax
Service of North
Texas to salute

firefighters, po-
lice and law en-
forcement offi-

cers is offering
free tax prepara-
tion through
March 26 at par-
ticipating  loca-

PETCO

Where the pets go

tions. These tax
breaks on prepa-
ration fees are offered to
first-time customers.

“This month we’ll
honor the courage and ded-
ication of our men and
women in law enforcement
and public safety to show
appreciation for their work
to keep this community
safe,” said Johnathan King,
Managing Partner of Lib-
erty Tax Service of North
Texas.

Liberty Tax Service of
North Texas has also part-
nered with the Guns and
Hoses Foundation of North
Texas to provide free tax re-

turns for the families of all
fallen police and firefight-
ers in North Texas through-
out the 2012 Tax Season.
For more information re-
garding the Guns and Hoses
Foundation, visit their web-
site, www.gunsandhoses-
northtx.org.

For more information
about the promotion call
972-292-7399 or 972-624-
7717, or stop by the offices
located in Frisco at 6803
Preston Rd., Suite 115,
Frisco, TX 75034 or 8200
Stonebrook Pkwy., Suite
108, in Frisco.

STA RS, continued from Page 5

we hosted with the team, we
collected nearly 3,300
pounds of e-waste. We look
forward to collecting even
more at this next event.”
Sims Recycling Solu-
tions can accept the follow-
ing: computers, laptops, key-
boards, mice, printers, cell
phones, radios, stereos,
phones, CD and DVD play-
ers, MP3 Players or Portable

Y

Audio Devices, and clocks.
Sims Recycling Solutions is
unable to accept appliances,
liquids, toner cartridges, haz-
ardous materials, cans, bot-
tles, oils, cleaners (liquid),
automotive parts, tires, large
appliances, refrigerators, mi-
crowaves, construction mate-
rials or paper.

More info at us.simsrecy-
cling.com/stars.

KE RS E E continued from Page 2
4

tional and social services to
over 1,500 children, youth,
and adults annually. In addi-
tion to presentations by St.
Philip’s alumni and stu-
dents, Mrs. Kersee will
share her inspiring story at
the Iuncheon. “The glory of
sport comes from dedica-
tion, determination, and de-
sire,” she says. “Achieving
success has less to do with

L
>

wins and losses than it does
with knowing that there was
nothing more you could
have done to reach your ul-
timate goal.”

For more information or
to make a contribution to-
ward this worthy cause,
please contact St. Philip’s
Advancement Office at 214-
421-5221 or devoffice@
stphilips.com.

"I Buy Houses -
CAS$H in 7 days!”
469-522-9000

a beacon of light for many
citizens is Southeast-Asia,
she spoke to several audi-
ences about supporting
human rights issues.
Currently, Candice is
an Instructor and doctoral
student in Dallas/Fort
Worth Metro area where
she resides. You can al-
ways find her “speaking
into the lives of others” by
encouraging women, mi-
norities, impoverished per-
sons, and those who suffer

from a broken and with-
ered soul. "I am only one
person, but I can make a
difference."”

The Cutting Edge
Youth Summit is scheduled
for 9 am. — 3 p.m. The
school is located at 2100
Southeast Parkway in Ar-
lington. For more informa-
tion about the Cutting Edge
Youth Summit or more
info reach out cut-
tingedgeyouthsummit@gm
ail.com to 214-957-9512.

Which of these
appeals to you?

a) Saving $9,000
per year

b) Taking a nap
on the way to
the office

c) Getting to work
like clockwork

d) All of the above

If you answered “D,” you know the real answer:
Ride DART. DART makes your commute easier,
puts money back in your wallet and reduces
pollution. Plus, with the first section pf the_Orange
Line opening in July 2012, DART is giving you

mare great places to go!

E%Eé
a1

For more information about
DART, scan this code.

To get a OR Code reader, visit
DART.org/QRCode with your

mobile device.
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214.979.1111
DART.org
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a}] onTwitter
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Wingstop announces Destination
500 Sweepstakes winners

Wingstop may not yet
offer delivery of its signa-
ture wings, but the com-
pany made an exception on

March 1 when members of

the corporate office sur-
prised wing fan Diana
Clary and her family with
balloons, a platter of Orig-
inal Hot and Louisiana Rub
wings, and a trip for four to
Orlando.

Clary was the grand
prizewinner in the
Wingstop Destination 500
Sweepstakes, where she
won a four-day, three-night
trip for four to Orlando,
Fla.

Wingstop guests were
invited to enter the online
sweepstakes  Dec. 19

through Jan. 19 as part of

the company’s 500th
restaurant celebration,
which recently opened in
Brooklyn, N.Y. More than
123,000 entries were sub-
mitted for the contest.
“This is so exciting!
My family is thrilled,” said
Clary.

“We are already

(From left): Lauren Neels (friend of family), Kayla Ander-
son (daughter), Diana Clary (grand prize winner) and
ngstop marketing manager “Rahman Johnson.

making plans to take our
trip this summer.”

The Destination 500
Sweepstakes also crowned
second place winner, Okla-
homa City resident Jeannie
Pine, with Wings for a Year
and two round trip tickets
on American Airlines.

Third prize went to

Konny Reece Church of

North Wilkesboro, N.C.
Konny received an auto-
graphed Troy Aikman foot-
ball, $100 in Wingstop

Bucks and two round trip
American Airlines tickets.

“This was our first na-
tional sweepstakes, and it
was a huge success,” said
Andy Howard, Wingstop
Chief Marketing Officer.
“We always love giving
back to our fans and are so
excited for Diana and her
family, and all our winners,
who helped us to reach 500
stores. Now upward and
onward!”

Plano’s Haggard Park is

Plano park receives honor from TRAPS

one of nine Texas parks hon-
ored with the inaugural desig-
nation as a Lone Star Legacy
Park by the Texas Recreation
and Parks Society (TRAPS) on
Feb. 29. TRAPS Board Mem-
ber Stacey Dicke remarked,
“The purpose of the designa-
tion is to recognize what a
park means to a particular
community.”

Plano's Haggard Park often features community events
such as concerts in the park

Carrollton, Texas teen named
Distinguished Young Woman of Texas

On February 26, Marin
Helppie-Schmieder of Car-
rollton, Texas was named
the Distinguished Young
Woman of Texas and
awarded $500 in cash schol-
arships during a statewide
scholarship program for
high school girls held at St.
Paul’s United Methodist
Church in Houston, Texas.

Helppie-Schmieder was
one of 13 high school senior
girls from Texas who com-
peted to represent the state
as the Distinguished Young

Woman of Texas
for 2012. Partici-
pants were evalu-
ated in the cate-
gories of Scholas-
tics (20%), Inter-
view (25%), Fit-
ness (15%), Self-
Expression (15%)
and Talent (25%).

Throughout
the next year,
Helppie-Schmi-
eder will repre-

See TEEN, PageT1

Mal in Helppie-Schmie-der, Distinguished You-ng
Woman of Texas for 2012; Judy Hong, Distin-
guished Young Wo-man of Texas for 2011,
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Community Calendar

Ongoing

Every two weeks on Mon-
day the Plano City Council
holds its City Council
Meeting at the Plano Mu-
nicipal Center, Council
Chambers, 1520 K Avenue,
Plano, from 7pm — 9:30pm.
FREE and open to the pub-
lic. Info: planotx.org.

Harwood 609, 609 Har-
wood Street, Dallas, has
Salsa Night every Thurs-
day night starting at
9:30pm. Info: harwood
609jazz.com or 214-740-
06009.

Be Fit Frisco presents
weekly Fitness in the
Square sessions Thursday
evenings 6:30pm — 7:30pm
at Simpson Plaza in front
of City Hall, 6101 Frisco
Square  Blvd, Frisco.
FREE. Info: friscotexas.
gov.

The Dallas Museum of Art,
1717 Harwood Street, Dal-
las, hosts Jazz in the
Atrium every Thursday
6pm — 8pm. Performance
included with general ad-
mission $10 and under.
Info: dallasmuseumofart.
org or 214-922-1200.

Harwood 609, 609 Har-
wood Street, Dallas, hosts
an All You Can Eat Sun-
day Brunch with Smooth
Jazz Sounds of Majik
Touch every Sunday at
11am. Info: harwood609
jazz.com or 214-740-0609.

Want to become a better
public speaker? Toastmas-
ters International has
helped people for decades
in a mutually supportive,
positive, and fun environ-
ment. See what it is like for
FREE!!! Mtgs are every
Monday at 5:45 p.m. Info:
214-566-4086 or http:
//texins.freetoasthost.org/

Collin County Black
Chamber of Commerce
general membership event,
Monthly every 2nd Thurs-
day, 6:30 p.m., at various
locations within Collin

Sponsored By:

County. Speakers, Power
Networking, Business Re-
ferrals, and more! www.
ccblackchamber.org or call
469 424-0120.

Through April 2
Intermediate Sign Lan-
guage Classes will be of-
fered on Monday nights
from 5:30-6:45 p.m., in the
Britain library, 631 Ed-
mondson. Classes are free
to families of deaf students,
$10 for district employees
and $20 for all others. For
more information, call 972-
600-3821

Through December 8
New Life Skills Certifi-
cate program for African
Women ecach Saturday
morning from 9:45 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. at the Audelia
Branch Library located
10045 Audelia Rd. (at
Church St.) in Dallas. Info:
hellen.fissihaieS@gmail.
com

Through April 16
AARRP is offering free tax
assistance 8:30 a.m. - 2:30
p.m. every Monday at the
Lewisville Senior Activity
Center, 1950A S. Valley
Parkway. Info: 972-219-
5050.

Through April 29

Texas Discovery Gardens’
gallery space unveils a new
exhibition, “Echoes of
Remembered Gardens,”
by Dallas artist Susan
Lecky; admission applies.
$8/adults, $6/ages 60+, and
$4/ages 3 to 11. Free for
members or on Tuesdays
(butterfly house admission
regular price).

Through March 24
Garland Civic Theatre will
present Love from a
Stranger Tickets: 972-
205-2790, www.Garland-
CivicTheatre.org or 972-
485-8884

Through March 22

GISD Senior Art Show at
Granville Arts Center
Gallery in Garland

Visit www. NorthDallasGazette.com and click on Community Calendar for more events!

March 8

The Texas Discovery Gar-
dens “Books ‘N Bugs”
from 11 a.m. to noon.
http://texasdiscoverygar-
dens.org

The DBA Democratic
Forum at 5:30 p.m. at the
Pavilion at the Belo Man-
sion, 2101 Ross Avenue in
downtown Dallas

St. Philip’s upcoming Des-
tiny Award Luncheon,
featuring Olympian Jackie
Joyner Kersee at the Belo
Mansion.

March 10
First Time Homebuyer
Workshop at Mount He-
bron Missionary Baptist
Church, 1233 State High-
way 66, Garland from
Noon — 2 p.m.

Homebuyers Workshop —
9 am. — Noon at Urban
League Headquarters, 4315
S. Lancaster Road, Room
168, Dallas

FREE Verizon Web De-
sign for Adults & Stu-
dents - 9 a.m. at Paul
Quinn College at 3837
Simpson Stuart Rd. in Dal-
las

March 11

“Preach Woman Preach”
& “The Pastor’s Wife” at
7:30 p.m. at the Plaza The-
atre in Garland Bridgette
Monroe’s two-in-one
gospel music stage tickets
available at www. JabezEn-
tertainment.ws are $20 in
advance or $25 at the door.
Info: 214-259-6052 or 214-
607-2363.

Book signing for Melvin
Childs the author of
Never Would Have Made
It with Bridgette Monroe
two and one stage plays
“The Pastor’s Wife” and
“Preach Woman Preach”
from 1 — 2:30 p.m. with
showtime 3 p.m. and 7:30
p.m. at the Garland Plaza
Theatre 512 West State
Street  Garland, Texas

75040 Presale Tickets: $20
at the door $25

Family Craft Day between
2 and 3 p.m. at the
Lewisville Public Library
located at 1197 W. Main
Street. Join for a drop-in
crafting day. Just bring
your crafty selves, every-
thing else is provided in the
Cynthia Bennett Children’s
Wing.

Lewisville Public Library
Teen Advisory Group will
meet at 7 p.m. Teens will be
asked to help create the
teen experiences available
at the library. Pick up an ap-
plication at the youth serv-
ice desk, and come to the
meetings on the third
Thursday of the month.

March 15

The DBA Republican
Forum at 5:30 p.m. at the
Pavilion at the Belo Man-
sion, 2101 Ross Avenue in
downtown Dallas

Urban League 2012 Ca-
reer Fair - 9:30 am. —2:30
p.m. at Radisson Hotel Dal-
las Central University Park,
6070 North Central Expy.

March 16-17

Lewisville Summer Musi-
cals season will kick off
with “His Eye in on the
Sparrow: The Ethel Wa-
ters Story.” This powerful
musical drama by play-
wright Larry Parr is based
on the heart-wrenching tale
of Ethel Waters and her
early life in Philadelphia.
Tickets and info: www.Tex-
asfamilymusicals.com or
800-547-4697

March 17

Dallas Observer and House
of Blues Entertainment, a
Live Nation Company are
presenting St Patrick’s
Day Concert featuring
RYAN BINGHAM AND
THE DEAD HORSES with
JONA-THAN TYLER
AND THE NORTHERN
LIGHTS. Info: www.Dal-
lasStPats. com

Fine Arts Chamber Play-
ers invites you to free Ban-
croft Family Concert at the
Dallas Museum of Art at 3
p.m. Info: 214-520-2219 or
www.fineartschamberplay-
ers.org

March 24

"Sharia:  Threat or
Hype?'" - Open House at
Islamic Center of Irving
from 11 am. - 1:30 p.m. at
2555 Esters Road in Irving.
Food and refreshments will
be served. Also includes
mosque tour. This event is
FREE and OPEN to the
public of all faith back-
grounds. Pre-registration at
http://outreach.irving-
masjid.org or call 972-812-
2230, ext. 1005.

The 2012 Miss Blue
Revue Scholarship Pro-
gram 7 p.m. to 12 midnight
at The Westin Park Central
located at 12720 Merit
Drive, Dallas. The cost is
$45 + $2 online service fee

March 25

LegoMania! from 2 — 3
p.m., at the Lewisville Pub-
lic Library located at 1197
W. Main Street in the Ben-
nett Program Room. Creat-
ing with Legos takes place
on the fourth Sunday of
each month. Children under
6 years must be accompa-
nied by an adult in the pro-
gram.

March 29

“Elections, the Law and
Languages at the Border”
discussion by Luis Fraga,
director of the Diversity
Research Institute and po-
litical science professor at
the University of Washing-
ton; Luis Plascencia, social
and behavioral sciences
professor at Arizona State
University; and John Lip-
ski, professor of Spanish
linguistics at Pennsylvania
State University. 5:30-7:30
p-m., SMU McCord Audi-
torium, 306 Dallas Hall

March 30

UT Arlington’s annual

World-Class Glass Art
Show and Sale at the Stu-
dio Art Center, 810 S.
Davis Dr., Arlington from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. with silent
auction bids accepted 9
am. to 1 p.m.

March 31

25th  Annual Funny
Bunny Festival from 8:30
a.m. to noon, at Toyota of
Lewisville Railroad Park,
1301 Railroad St.,
Lewisville. Admission is $1
per person, free for children
younger than 3.

April 1
2nd Annual Academy of
McKinney & Plano The-
atres 2012 AMP Awards at
The Courtyard Theatre lo-
cated at 1520 Avenue H in
Plano.

April 2

“What is New About Im-
migration in the United
States?” Nancy Foner, a
Distinguished Professor of
Sociology at Hunter Col-
lege and the Graduate Cen-
ter, City University of New
York, will present SMU’s
2012 George and Mary
Foster Lecture in Cultural
Anthropology. 5:30-7:30
p.m., SMU McCord Audi-
torium, 306 Dallas Hall

April 4
“Screening of El Norte,
with Commentary by
SMU Distinguished An-
thropology Professor
Caroline B. Brettell.” The
1983  documentary El
Norte, directed by Gregory
Nava, is the story of two
Guatemala Mayan peas-
ants, a brother and sister,
who flee their country be-
cause of political persecu-
tion and head north. 6:30—
8:30 p.m., SMU McCord
Auditorium, 306 Dallas
Hall

April 21
2012 March for Babies at
White Rock Lake in Dallas;

Info:  www.marchforba-
bies.org, 972-669-3463

Proud To Be An Active
'atél partner In The Community
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Irving Mayor Van Duyne’s assault against
the entertainment center continues

BY ANTHONY BOND

Mayor  Beth  Van
Duyne’s campaign against
the entertainment center
project in Las Colinas ap-
pears to continue. Her op-
position to the project was
at the center of her heated
election against former
Mayor Herbert Gears last
year.

Recently, in a 6-3 vote,
the Irving City Council de-
feated Mayor Van Duyne’s
proposal to place a non-
binding referendum on the
May 12 ballot regarding the
latest financing plan for the
entertainment center proj-
ect. Council members Ger-
ald Farris and Joe Philipp
voted with Mayor Van
Duyne in favor of allowing
the voters to weigh in on
changes made to the 2007
financial model. Council
members Mike Gallaway,
Roy Santoscoy, Rose Can-
naday, Dennis Webb, and
Rick Stopfer voted against
the referendum. The major-
ity of the council argued the
referendum would divide
the city.

Also, the efforts could
possibly impede Las Coli-
nas Group’s (LCG) efforts
to obtain the $80 million in
private funding needed for
the project. This is what

many suspect is the ulti-
mate goal of Mayor Van
Duyne. Otherwise why is
she so determined to put
this issue to a public vote,
when as a City Council
member she voted no to

asking the public to vote on
the project.

In an open letter in a let-
ter to the mayor, William
“Bill” Beuck of the LCG
wrote, “This project is too
important to the future of
the City and the Irving citi-
zens to make it the victim
of divisive political tricks
and political posturing. This
is clearly an attempt to ob-
tain, by political slight-of-
hand /sic/, something you
have not been able to
achieve through a vote of
the City Council.”

Irving City Councilman
Dennis Webb shared, "I be-
lieve the mayor’s actions
are obvious that she is try-
ing to prevent the developer
from getting the final go
ahead on the project. She
has said many time she
does not want this devel-
oper to do this project.”

It appears she is backing
those words up with ac-
tions.

The financial details

Despite then council
member’s Van Duyne’s ob-
jections, the citizens of Irv-
ing did vote at the begin-
ning of this ambitious proj-
ect. On November 15 2007,
the citizens approved the
plan in a margin of 66 per-
cent to 34 percent in favor

of funding a joint entertain-
ment complex and conven-
tion center. The plan for the
city’s contribution of fund-
ing the two facilities
through:

* 2 percent citywide

hotel occupancy tax;

*$3 tax on cars that uti-
lize the entertainment cen-
ter parking facilities; and

10 percent ticket tax on
events held at the center.

In March 2008 the City

Council, including Van
Duyne, approved the imple-
mentation of the (the
“Venue Hotel Tax”), often
referred to as the Brimer
Tax or Brimer HOT. The
city began assessing the tax
April 1, 2008.

Then along came the
Great Recession.

To raise the needed
$130 million for the Irving
Convention Center, on Jan-
uary 8, 2009 the City Coun-
cil, with Van Duyne the
lone nay vote, approved
“Pledge 7% HOT and tax
pledge.”

Eventually the Conven-
tion Center was built and
opened in 2011. The facil-
ity includes a 275,000

square-foot ~ multi-func-
tional building with a
50,000 square-foot, col-
umn-free  exhibit  hall,
20,000 square-foot ball-
room, and 20,000 square
feet of breakout meeting

space.

For the Entertainment
Center the City Council ap-
proved and the issuance of
bonds as outlined below.
They also allocated 2 per-
cent of the Brimer hotel oc-
cupancy tax (HOT) and 7
percent city HOT. The
bonds approved were:

*February 19, 2009, the
City Council approved,
with Van Duyne as the only
no vote again, the issuance
of $8 million Hotel Occu-
pancy Tax Revenue Bonds,

*August 6, 2009 the
City Council approved with
Van Duyne as the only no
vote again, the issuance of
$8 million Hotel Occu-
pancy Tax Revenue Bonds

*February 4, 2010 the
City Council approved with
Van Duyne and Thomas D.
Spink voting no, the is-
suance of $9 million Hotel
Occupancy Tax Revenue
Bonds

Recently, LCG
requested modifica-
tions in the 2008
rental and develop-
ment agreement with
the city. LCG is a
private development
company that is
seeking up to $80
million in private
funding for the En-
tertainment Center.
Project  investors
want the intercon-
nected companies with the
project to restructure into a
single business.

The City Council on
Friday, March 2, in a spe-
cial meeting authorized the
spending of up to $200,000

to obtain a public bond rat-
ing on the city’s $170 mil-
lion contribution to the
project.

Mayor Van Duyne’s
placement of 20 proposed
changes to the city’s agree-
ments with LCG on a spe-
cial meeting’s agenda, led
to foul play call by support-
ers of the project. The coun-
cil did not approve the sug-
gested contract changes of-
fered by the mayor. The
bottom-line is she simply
does not have the votes
needed to push her agenda
on the Entertainment Cen-
ter.

Decorum —

or her lack thereof

The other issue raising a
red flag of concern for Irv-
ing citizens is the mayor’s
management of City Coun-
cil meetings. Many feel she
clearly allocates speaking
time generously only to
those who support her
agenda.

Van Duyne has con-
ducted City Council meet-
ings in the most unethical
way that [ have ever seen in
my lifetime. At the same
time she is calling for an
ethics policy to be adopted
by the Irving City Council
she presides over council
meetings where she rudely
and abruptly cuts off citi-
zens who obviously oppose
her views and lets citizens
who obviously agree with
her repeatedly violate the
time limit for speaking. She
allows speakers to verbally
belittle and berate her other
City Council colleagues

with no rebuke or correc-
tion from her.

Another concerned citi-
zen, Jill Martinez, last week
wrote a letter to the mayor
about the tension at the re-
cent meetings and the dan-
ger they represent to the
city.

“You are the leader of
our city. You must set the
tone of honest, respectful
discourse and set a zero-tol-
erance policy for the kind
of behavior demonstrated at
recent Council meetings.
Hopefully your lead may
still the anger and hatred
that is festering in our
town,” Martinez wrote.
(The full letter can be read
on page 3 of this edition.)

Many citizens in Irving
need jobs and the Entertain-
ment Center can provide up
to 2,700 jobs reportedly.
The City of Irving needs the
revenue the tax sales the
restaurants and surrounding
businesses such as hotels
and their suppliers would
generate.

So, why is the Mayor of
Irving so determined to un-
dermine a project so vital to
the city? And when will she
show true leadership in her
council meeting leadership?

The timeline provided
on Jill Martinez's blog was
utilized for the chronology
details regarding the Irving
Convention Center and En-
tertainment Center project.
To read the full timeline,
visit irvingonlinetx. blog-
spot.com.

For more information,
please contact Anthony
Bond at 972-830-6719.
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NDG Gossip: Oprah to

interview Bobb

By LATRISHA MCDUFFIE
NDG STAFF WRITER

Although Oprah Winfrey
retired, she still managed to
land an exclusive interview
with Bobbi Kristina, Whitney
Houston's only child. Win-
frey will also interview Gary
Houston the singer’s brother
and Patricia Houston, the
singer’s sister-in-law,

The interview will be fea-
tured on Oprah s Next Chap-
ter and is slated to air March
11 on the Oprah Wi-nfrey

I Kristina

Network. -
Everyone ¥
will remember
that Houston
opened up on
television  to
Oprah in 2009.
She described
in detail her re-
lationship with
Bobby Brown,
her struggles
with drugs, and
her relationship
with God.
Read more celebrity gos-

—
=

o
-~

Bobbi Kristina Bron with her mother
Whitney Houston in 2009. CREDIT: AP

sip online at www.northdal-
lasgazette.

) Grammy winner John Clayton ]
performing at UNT

Grammy-winning bas-
sist, composer and conduc-
tor John Clayton will per-
form with University of
North Texas jazz faculty
members and the six-time
Grammy-nominated UNT
One O’Clock Lab Band as
part of the 2012 Glenn E.
Gomez artist residency.

Clayton will work with
students on campus March
4 — 8 (Sunday through
Thursday) before a per-
formance at 8 p.m. March 8
in the Murchison Perform-
ing Arts Center’s Winspear
Hall, located along the
north side of Interstate 35E
at North Texas Boulevard.
Jazz faculty members from
UNT’s acclaimed College
of Music will join Clayton
for the first half of the con-
cert, and the One O’Clock
Lab Band will perform
with Clayton during the

second half.
Tickets  are
$10 to $15
and are avail-
able by calling
the box office
at  940-369-
7802 or www.
the MPAC.
com.

The Gom-
ez endowment
allows the
UNT College
of Music to
invite interna-
tionally  ac-
claimed jazz
artists to the
university for
a brief resi-
dency, estab-
lishing rela-
tionships be-
tween artists and UNT stu-
dents. Gomez, a graduate
of UNT's College of Busi-

John Clayton

ness Administration, has
been a lifelong jazz fan.

FI LM y continued from Page 1

Sonia Sanchez- poetry
icon, professor emeritus at
Temple University, mother,
co founder of the Black
Arts Movement, pioneer of
the Black studies program
at San Francisco State, and
tireless fighter for human
rights. She is a stuttering
child from Alabama,
abused step-daughter from
Harlem, single mother
struggling to raise her chil-
dren, an artist, & a revolu-
tionary battling oppression
on all front

Miss Lizzie Devine by
James Ransom & Cherie
Johnson: 3 min. - Miss

Lizzie Devine a powerful
and loving Sunday school
teacher goes door to door
and picks up children for
Sunday school—willingly
or unwillingly. Say Amen,
Somebody.

Girls Like Me by Kiri
Davis 8 min. - What mes-
sages does our society give
African American children
about their value and worth
as human beings? In her
documentary, A Girl Like
Me, 16 year old filmmaker
Kiri Davis conducts inter-
views with her peers to ex-
plore the impact and con-
sequences of corporate

Y

messages about identity,
culture and history.

The festival will be
held at the South Dallas
Cultural Center, 3400 S.
Fitzhugh Street in South
Dallas. The tickets cost
$10 each night but films
for youth on Saturday
morning are free.

For a complete listing
of all events celebrating
Black Women's Month at
the South Dallas Cultural
Center visit http://www.
dallasculture.org/SDCul-
turalCenter/eventCalen-
dar.asp or call 214-426-
1683.

Dallas Pays It Forward!

Live Wright Society
began as a little mother-
daughter project and has
now expanded into a com-
munity of thought provok-
ing conversations, artistic
expression, and  pay-it-
forward actions. Their ef-
forts have helped to raise
awareness for Multiple
Sclerosis, Crohn’s and Co-
litis, youth who age out of
foster care, Lou Gehrig’s
disease, organ transplant,
and Music Brings Healing

and Hope program.

The organization will
host “Eclectic and Unique
Night of Organo Gold Cof-
fee, Art, Music, and Film
for Six Worthy Causes,”
this Friday, March 9 at the
House of Blues located at
2200 N. Lamar Street in
Dallas. Doors open at 7
p.m.

“Through film and live
performance, our goal is to
encourage attendees to
learn how they can Pay It

Forward,” said Jenny Bali,
Executive Director, Live
Wright Society. “Many
people want to get involved
but don’t know what to do.
This unique and creative
event will offer the oppor-
tunity to learn and become
a part of a bigger move-
ment of collective positive
actions.”

For more information
visit www.livewrightsoci-
ety.org

Sherri Shepherd to host
The Newlywed Game

Aside from her upcom-
ing appearance on ABC’s
Dancing with the Stars and
her day job as a co-host on
The View, Sherri Shepherd
has one more job to add to
her resume. The Newlywed
Game, premiering Mon-
day, March 12 5 p.m. New
episodes of THE NEWLY-
WED GAME will air every
Monday and Tuesday at 6
p.m. and 6:30 p.m. on

Sherri Shepherd

GSN.

There’s more to mar-
riage than moonlight and
roses—there’s also those
uncomfortable moments of
“too much information,”
embarrassing marital
quirks and plenty of an-
noying habits. GSN offers
all of the above with 41
new episodes of THE

See GAME, Page 13
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BearCom releases instructional video detailing

sweeping impact of FCC Narrowbanding Mandate

BearCom, a nationwide
provider of wireless commu-
nications equipment and solu-
tions, made available an in-
structional, animated video
detailing  the  important
changes coming soon to the
federal regulation of two-way
radios.

The Federal Communica-
tions Commission (FCC) is re-
quiring companies and public

agencies that use two-way ra-
dios to employ 12.5 kHz nar-
rowband technology. Users
must modify their FCC li-
censes and, when appropriate,
reprogram or replace existing
equipment to meet the nar-
rowbanding  requirement.
BearCom has been a leader in
educating the public about the
federal mandate, which aims
to increase capacity and effi-

ciency for the industrial/busi-
ness and public safety radio
pools.

The video, which can be
viewed at www.YouTube.
com/BearComTV, was pro-
duced in partnership with Mo-
torola Solutions. It compares
the new FCC rules to the re-
striping of a busy highway.
With more lanes, the video ex-
plains, the highway can ac-

commodate more traffic. The
video reminds users that while
many newer radios can be re-
programmed, some older ones
must be replaced. The dead-
line for compliance is January
1,2013, and violators face the
prospect of heavy fines and
the possibility of losing their
FCC licenses.

“The narrowbanding man-
date is causing hundreds of

thousands of two-way radio
users to make investments in
their equipment,” said Jerry
Denham, BearCom’s Presi-
dent & CEO. “We at BearCom
want to help them understand
the new rules and what steps
they may need to take to be in
compliance by January 1.”
BearCom, Motorola Solu-
tions, and the Enterprise Wire-
less Alliance (EWA) worked

together to launch www.Nar-
rowbanding.com last year to
serve as another important re-
source to help educate the
public about the narrowband-
ing requirement. BearCom
also released its 2012 Two-
Way Radio Narrowbanding
Guide, which is available free
for downloading at www.
BearCom.com/Resource-Li-
brary.

Richardson plan a study to identify opportunities for retail growth

The Richardson City
Council has hired Catalyst
Commercial, a market re-
search consultant, to de-
velop a strategy to build
Richardson’s retail base.
During their February City

Council meeting, the group
outlined its process, saying
the research will begin with
a market analysis and cul-
minate in a merchandising
plan that will lead to active
recruitment of prominent

retailers. Increasing retail
opportunities in Richardson
is one of the top priorities
the City Council identified
in the 2011-2013 Near Term
Action Items.

Catalyst Commercial’s

study will examine what
drives retail activity in the
City and will analyze de-
mographics, create an in-
ventory of current retail and
identify opportunities for
retail development. Catalyst

Commercial’s past work in-
cludes successful merchan-
dising plans for the Dal-
las/Fort Worth International
Airport, the City of Col-
leyville and numerous other
cities in Texas.

The final phase of the
study will match stake-
holder vision, demand for
retail and the retail market
to create a plan to recruit re-
tailers to Richardson.

TE E N y continued from Page 7

sent Texas at various public
events and serve as a role
model to young people by
spreading the program’s na-
tional outreach message of
"Be Your Best Self." The
outreach program is de-
signed to encourage self-es-
teem and excellence in all
young people through its
five principles: Be Healthy,
Be Involved, Be Studious,
Be Ambitious, and Be Re-

sponsible.
Helppie-Schmieder is
the daughter of Sally Help-
pie and is a senior at
Creekview High School.
Helppie-Schmieder’s
achievements include: Class
Officer; Interlochen Center
for the Arts Merit Scholar;
Crimson Honor for Excel-
lence in Dance; Presidential
Achievement for Academic
Excellence; Merit Award for

Dance Choreography,
PTSA; High School Aca-
demic Honor Roll; Girl
Scout Silver Award. In addi-
tion, Helppie-Schmieder’s
activities include: National
Honor Society, Vice Presi-
dent; Moving Ground
Dance Company; Ballet
Academy of Texas, student;
Bent Tree Church; National
Honor Society for Dance
Arts, President; Creekview

Choir Department-A Cap-

pella  Choir;  National
French Honor Society;
Dance Zone Studio,

Teacher; Papa John's Pizza,
in-store team member.

The 55th National Fi-
nals will take place on June
28,29, and 30, 2012, in Mo-
bile, Ala. Helppie-
Schmieder will travel to
Mobile, Ala. along with 49
other state representatives to

b

H 0 USING y continued from Page 1

equity. Many homeowners
have been laid off or had
their hours cut.”

In the aftermath of mil-
lions of foreclosures, land-
lords faced a higher market
demand. With more people
searching for rental units,
many landlords began
charging higher prices.
Even for homeowners who
were able to keep up with
mortgages, weak employ-
ment figures that translated
into either unemployment
or fewer working hours re-
duced available monies for
living costs.

The report defined
‘working households’ as
those with members work-
ing at least 20 hours per
week on average and a
household income of no
more than 120 percent of
their area median income.
In 2010, nearly one-third
of all owner-occupied fam-
ilies met the definition of

working families. Nation-
ally, the median income for
working household owners
in 2010 was slightly higher
than $41,000 or about 80
percent of the median in-
come for all American
homeowners.

Families are considered
housing cost burdened if
their costs exceed 30 per-
cent of monthly income.
Severely cost burdened
households spend 50 per-
cent or more of their in-
come on housing.

Other key findings
from the report:

* The share of working
households with a severe
housing cost burden in-
creased from 21.8 percent
in 2008 to 23.6 percent in
2010.

* Despite falling house
prices, working households
who own their homes con-
tinue to face severe hous-
ing cost burdens. This fi-

nancial stress is driven in
large part by a decrease in
the median number of
hours worked per week and
a resulting drop in income.

* With both increased
rents and decreased in-
comes in these years,
working renters fared even
worse over the two year
period studied. Although
incomes increased some-
what between 2009 and
2010, the housing costs of
renters over the two-year
period rose by four per-
cent.

Among the 50 metro
arcas with the highest
housing burdens, 13 were
in the South.

These disturbing statis-
tics tell us that while every
family needs a home, it is
increasingly difficult for
parents to provide for their
loved ones. Homes,
whether rented or owned,
are where children come

>

home from school and par-
ents come home from
work. It’s also where birth-
days, anniversaries and
other activities provide a
sense of place and belong-
ing.
In the film classic, It’s a
Wonderful Life, George
Bailey understood the im-
portance of a home. In a
memorable scene, George,
played by actor Jimmy
Stewart, pleaded with a
local banker to understand
how the people who did
most of the working, living
and dying in their town de-
served a decent place to
live. In 2012, this nation
needs a real life George
Bailey.

Charlene Crowell is a
communications manager
with the Center for Re-
sponsible Lending. She can
be reached at: Char-
lene.crowell@responsible-
lending.org

participate in personal de-
velopment activities and
community service projects
before competing for the
opportunity to become the
Distinguished Young
Woman of America for

2012 and for a share of
more than $130,000 in cash
scholarships. Tennessee’s
Katye Brock, who is attend-
ing the University of Ten-
nessee-Knoxville, won the
2011 overall award.

A Terrible Thing Happens
When You Don't Advertise

Nothing!l!
North Dallas Gazette presents
"Advertising and Public Relations

€ampaign Package"
Design Specifically for Small Businesses

Q

It's our "Gold Package"... that

will get those profits moving
in the right directions!!!
* Enhanced Community
relations and visibility
« Editorial Support (bio or
article publish on your
business)
* 6 consecutive weekly
print ad insertions
(ad size:2c X 4")

Cost/lnvestment?

Call our sales office today to find out.
We have Adverting packages for
entrepreneurs starting as Tow as

30.00 per week.

Call or email us today:
972-509-9049

email: marketing@northdallasgazette.com
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Mallory-Caraway and Taj
Clayton, a local lawyer and
Harvard graduate exchange
views and their agendas for
the district.

Rep. Caraway stressed the
importance of new technol-
ogy in schools so students can
experience an environment
that resembles the workforce
setting. Access and under-
standing technology is impor-
tant to facilitate the ability of
student to compete with other
nations. She also discussed
the importance of local gov-
ernment participation, as op-
posed to heavy dependence

on federal government to
solve all the needs of cities.

Hall’s comments focused
on the need for economic de-
velopment of the 30th district
due to the high unemploy-
ment rates and the closing of
several small businesses un-
able to compete with the Wal-
Marts, Targets and other big
box stores. Jobs creation and
tax incentives will serve as
key objectives of his if
elected. Hall wants to see the
commercial and residential
value produce better quality
of life for those in the 30th
district.

Others topics discussed
were building a better rela-
tionship with law enforce-
ment agencies from the local
to the national level — a point
Clayton stressed. Rep. Car-
away spotlighted her previous
experience serving on several
transportation committees and
working with DART for eco-
nomic development on the
rail lines.

A standing room only
crowd filled the auditorium
with questions about their
community and the politics
and the great divide Washing-
ton.

REJ ECT, continued from Page 3

is calling a “corrections in-
vestment initiative,” in which
CCA is offering to purchase
prisons from states so long as
they contain at least 1,000
beds and the states agree to
pay CCA to operate the pris-
ons for at least 20 years and
keep the prisons at least 90
percent full.

“It is unconscionable to
line the pockets of private
companies whose existence
depends on the nation’s ad-

diction to incarceration, a
grave social crisis that exacts
a huge toll on taxpayers
while providing no public
safety benefit and leaving a
disproportionate number of
people of color behind bars,”
said David Shapiro, staff at-
torney with the ACLU Na-
tional Prison Project. “In
order to reduce corrections
spending, we need to commit
to the systemic reform of our
criminal justice system.”

Y

The United States today
imprisons far more people —
both per capita and in ab-
solute terms — than any other
nation, including Russia,
China and Iran. Over the past
four decades, imprisonment
in the U.S. has increased ex-
plosively, spurred by crimi-
nal laws that impose steep
sentences even for low-level,
non-violent offenses and cur-
tail opportunities for proba-
tion and parole.

MIXER DRIVERS
A or B CDL-

Hiring at various locations

» Excellent Benefits * 401 (k)
» Annual Performance Bonus

» Competitive Rates

MUST BE AT LEAST 25 YRS. OF AGE
MIN 2 YEARS COMMERCIAL EXPERIENCE REQUIRED

Southern Star

Concrete, Inc.

phowe: 817+329-8206
e 817:329:-8448

1968 Brumlow, Southlake, TX 76092

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDER-
ING ADOPTION?
choose from families nation-
wide. LIVING EXPENSES
PAID. Abby's One True Gift
Adoptions.  866-413-6292,
24/7 Void/lllinois

You

AUTOS WANTED
TOP CASH FOR CARS, Any
Car/Truck, Running or Not.
Call for INSTANT offer: 1-800-
454-6951

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn
up to $150 daily. Get paid to
shop pt/ft. Call now 1-888-
750-0193.

GADNET/NORTH DALLAS GAZETTE

National and Local Classified Advertising Network

To advertise call 972-509-9049 Email (ad for quote) opportunity@northdallasgazette.com

EDUCATION
Finish High School at home in

a few weeks. First Coast

Academy, 1-800-658-
1180x130. www.fcahigh-
school.org

EMPLOYMENT

Assemble animal magnets
and crafts from home. Make
extra income. Start Immedi-
888-302-

www.howtowork-

ately. Genuine!
1522.

fromhome.com

MOVIE EXTRAS. Earn up to
$300 daily. No experience re-
quired. All looks and ages. 1-
800-981-4925

HEALTH & FITNESS
TAKE VIAGRA? SAVE $500!
100mg,/Cialis 20mg. 40+4
FREE, PILLS. Only $99.00
Discreet. 1-888-797-9024

MISCELLANEOUS
$$OLD GUITARS WANTED$$
Gibson,Fender,Martin,Gretsch
. 1920's to 1980's. Top Dollar
paid. Toll Free: 1-866-433-

8277

WORK ON JET ENGINES -
Train for hands on Aviation Ca-
reer. FAA approved program.
Financial aid if qualified - Job
placement assistance. Call

AlM (866)453-6204

CASH FOR CARS,
Make or Model! Free Towing.
Sell it TODAY. Instant offer: 1-
800-864-5784

Any

Dish Network lowest nation-
wide price $19.99 a month.
FREE HBO/Cinemax/Starz
FREE Blockbuster FREE HD-
DVR and install. Next day in-
stall 1-800-413-3897

REAL ESTATE
***FREE Foreclosure List-
ings*** OVER 400,000 proper-
ties nationwide. Low down
payment. Call now 800-250-
2043.

GEORGIA LAND  Beautiful

1acre-20acres. Amazing

weather, Augusta Area. Fi-
nancing w/Low down, from
$149/month. Owner 706-

364-4200

Stop Renting. Lease option
buy. Rent to own. No money
down. No credit check. 1-877-
395-0321

2-4 Bed-

room homes Take Over Pay-

Available Now!!!

ments
Credit Check
269-9192

No Money Down/No
Call 1-888-

WANTED TO BUY
YEARBOOKS "Up to $15 paid
for  high

school  year-

books1900-1988. year-
bookusa@yahoo.com or 972-

768-1338."

WANTED DIABETES TEST
STRIPS Any kind/brand. Un-
expired up to $24.00. Shipping
Paid. Hablamos espanol 1-
800-267-9895 www.selldiabet-

icstrips.com

Wants to purchase minerals
and other oil and gas interests.
Send details to P.O. Box
13557 Denver, Co. 80201

CAS$H PAID- up to $25/Box for
unexpired, sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS. Hablamos Es-
panol. 1-800-371-1136

r______________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Reader Advisory: the National Trade Association we belong to has purchased the following classifieds. Determining the value of their service or product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, some ad-
vertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should you
send any money in advance or give the client your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair company does business only over the
phone it is illegal to request any money before delivering its service. All funds are based in US dollars. 800 numbers may or may not reach Canada.
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OCC U PY, continued from Page 1

three-day occupation of
the nation’s capital is the
March 7 release of our an-
nual State of Black Amer-
ica report at a 7 pm town
hall meeting on the cam-
pus of Howard University.
In this election year, no
issue is more important
than galvanizing Black
voter participation and
turning back the current
assault on voting rights
that threatens to disenfran-
chise as many as 5 million
Americans this year.

As Congress wrestles
over measures to create
jobs and grow the econ-
omy, a multi-state effort is
underway to exclude those
Americans most pro-
foundly affected by the po-
litical process. Last year,
more than half a century
after the passage of the
Voting Rights Act of 1965,
thirty-four states attempted
to pass legislation that
would impose unreason-
able voting restrictions or
absurd penalties limiting
the registration process.
Despite the efforts of civil
rights groups and others,
these bills have become

GAME,
continued from Page 10

NEWLYWED GAME.

THE NEWLYWED
GAME is GSN’s modern
installment of the classic
series showcasing three
newly married couples of
wide-ranging backgrounds
who face off in a series of
question rounds. During
each round, a spouse at-
tempts to guess his or her
mate’s answer to questions
about their relationship,
ranging from the first time
they met to the details of
their love life. At the end
of the game, the couple
scoring the most points
wins exciting prizes.

Sherri Shepherd is a
Daytime Emmy® Award-
winning co-host of “The
View” and an actress who
appeared in the award-win-
ning film “Precious” and
can currently be seen in
“One for the Money.”
Shepherd’s other film cred-
its include “Who's Your
Caddy,” “Beauty Shop,”
“Cellular,” and “Mada-
gascar: Escape 2 Africa.”

L
>

law in 14 states, with bills
in 26 states still pending.

This coordinated attack
on the rights of citizens to
participate in their govern-
ment comes at a particu-
larly perilous time for
communities of color. The
African American unem-
ployment rate is hovering
above 13 percent. Latino
unemployment stands at
nearly 11 percent. And as
various “Occupy” move-
ments across the country
have made clear, millions
of Americans are fed up
with growing income in-
equality.

Our own 2012 State of
Black America “Equality
Index” finds the economic
status of African Ameri-
cans relative to Whites is
only 56.3 percent. For
Hispanics the economic
Equality Index is 60 per-
cent. In a moment that
cries out for greater civic
participation, some are in-
tent on silencing our
voices and taking away the
most powerful weapon in
the arsenal of democracy —
the right to vote.

Store Management
Opportunities

Hobby Lobby is a leader
in the Arts & Crafts
industry with 351 stores
located in 28 states.
Candidates must have
previous retail store
management experience
in one of the following:
Supermarket chain, Craft
chain, Mass merchant,
Drug chain, Building
supply chain

Must be willing to
relocate.

Benefits include:

¢ All Stores Closed on
Sunday!

Competitive Salaries
Paid Vacations

401K Plan
Medical/Dental

Life Insurance
Merchandise Discount
Flex Spending Plan

Qualified Candidates
who are self motivated
and top performers
must apply online.

www.hobbylobby.com

Fortunately, this issue
is catching fire in Wash-
ington and throughout the
nation. Citizens across the
country are joining the
U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, civil rights groups
and the Congressional
Black Caucus in challeng-

ing these blatant attacks on
voting rights.

Our 2012 State of
Black America report also
contains essays from na-
tional experts on ways to
improve urban education,
support small businesses,
and promote better nutri-

tion, especially among
urban youth.

Although the State of
Black America is not yet
what we want it to be, it is
my hope that this year’s
report will inspire all
Americans to Occupy the
Vote to Educate, Employ

and Empower.

To find out how you
can get a copy of the 2012
State of Black America log
on to www.iamempow-
ered.com.

Marc H. Morial is the
President and CEO of the
National Urban League.

GARLAND

Attention Suppliers of Goods,
Services and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
www.bidsync.com

www.garlandpurchasing.com
972-205-2415

TacO DEL MAR

NOW HIRING
STORE MANAGER

For our
14891 Preston Road
Suite 160

Dallas, TX 75254

PLEASE CALL 214.557.8565-Nathan
Or email resume to njordan75@gmail.com

Advertising Account Manager
Must b Needed Immediately
ust pe

¢ A good telemarketer
¢ Willing and able to cold call effectively
Have reliabletransportation
Skilled in MS Wordand Excel
Able to demonstrate good people skills
Able to work in Plano and surrounding areas
Interested candidates should email resume to
publisher@northdallasgazette.com

GRAPHIC ARTIST

Small Community Newspaper
looking for a partime
student graphic artist.

Prefer student (intern) that's
available on a per project basis.
Must have knowledge of

Quark and Indesign software.
Work will be done
at company office.

Must be professional and
dependable. Fax resumes to:
972-509-9058, or email to:
trj1909(@tx.rr.com

T
IRVING

T E X A S

DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING
AND REWARDING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A
PoLICE OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

* Competitive wages

e Array of benefits

e Education incentive pay
e ...and more

SIGN UP TO TAKE
THE CITY OF IRVING'S NEXT
CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM.
CALL(972) 721-2696 TO REGISTER.

The City of Irving does not discriminate on the basis of
race, sex, religion, age, or disability
in employment or the provision of services.
www.cityofirving.org

KHVN Radio is seeking a fulltime
sales professional, preferably with
Christian radio sales experience. Ap-
plicants should be knowledgeable in
creating, managing and maintaining
accounts as well as being a self-mo-
tivator with excellent communication
skills. All interested parties should fax
their resume to 214-331-1908 or you
may mail your resume to the attention
of KHVN office manager at 5787
South Hampton Road; Suite 285,
Dallas, TX 75232.
No phone calls please.

KHVN/Mortenson Broadcasting is
an equal opportunity employer.
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AVENUE F CHURCH
OF CHRIST IN PLANO

Mondays — Fridays

Call 972-423-8833 for AFFECT,
Inc. or email:
AFFECTxInc@aol.com for coun-
seling services, resources and as-
sistance for job readiness and
training programs for individuals.
For couples we offer services for
marital relationships and for ex-
offenders we offer programs for
getting back into the work force.

March 15, 12 Noon
Come to a “Between Jobs Support
Group” meeting at the Christian
Works for Children, 6320 LBJ
Freeway, Dallas, TX 75240. Call
972-960-9981 to register.
Brother Ramon Hodridge,
Minister
1026 Avenue F
Plano, TX 75074
972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchrist.org

BIBLE WAY COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH

March 16, 7- 9 p.m.
Join us at our Women'’s Fellow-
ship for fun, fellowship and giving
God praise.

March 17, 8-10 a.m.
You’re invited to our Bible Class
as we study the Word of God and
give Him honor and praise.

Dr. Timothy Wilbert, St.
Senior Pastor
4215 N. Greenview Drive
Irving, TX 75062
972-257-3766
www.biblewayirving.org

CHRIST COMMUNITY
CHURCH
(Formerly EIRENE
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP)

March 14, 7 p.m.
Reverend Sisters in Christ, join us
in praise and worship in our Lec-
ture Hall. For details call the

church or email womens@ccom-
munity.org.

March 16, 6:30 p.m.
All students, 6-12 years old, sign-
up for Fun Friday Fellowship at
the church; dinner served at 6:45
p-m. For information call Viveca
Bonner at 972-991-0200 or email
vbonner@ccrichardson.org.
Dr. Terrence Autry,
Senior Pastor
701 E. Centennial Blvd.
Richardson, TX 75081
972-991-0200

dors, door prizes, spoken Word,
Ministry in Dance and breakout
sessions, Ministry of the Word, de-
liverance and more at the Hilton
Garden Inn, 705 Central Express-
way South, Allen, TX 75013.
Dr. W. L. Stafford, Sr., Ed.D.
Senior Pastor
1550 Edelweiss Drive
In Allen for Sunday
Morning Worship.
Admin. Building Address
Is 200 W. Belmont Drive
Allen, TX 75013
972-359-9956

www.followpeace.org www.theship3c.org
FELLOWSHIP CHRISTIAN MT. PISGAH MISSIONARY
CENTER CHURCH IN BAPTIST CHURCH
ALLEN “The Ship” “The Rock”

Monday - Friday
9 am.-1 p.m.
TheShip3C’s Prayer Lines for
those in need are 972-649-0566
and 972-649-0567 or they may
be submitted via email to:
prayerline@theship3c.org

March 14, 7:00 p.m.
You’re invited to our Wednesday
Night Live in the Joycie Turner
Fellowship Hall on Belmont
Drive. Also, come to our Corpo-
rate Prayer and our Kidz Zone (an
environment to equip children to
grow and to show God’s love.)

March 23-24

Lady Stafford presents: Women
Justified by Faith 2012 Confer-
ence, “The Woman in the Mirror.”
“Anyone who listens to The Word
but does not do what it says is like
someone who looks at his face in a
mirror and, after looking at him-
self/herself, goes away and imme-
diately forgets what he looks like.”
James 1:23-24 (NIV)

Friday Night registration starts at
6:30 p.m. followed by a confer-
ence session at 7 p.m. Saturday
Morning registration/continental
breakfast start at 8 a.m. followed
by some conference sessions at 9
am.-1 p.m. There will be ven-

March 11, 10 a.m.
Join us in Sunday Worship as we
give God excellence praise with-
out excuse.

March 14
Come to our Noonday Bible Study
to learn more about the Word of
God; and at 7 p.m. for our
Wednesday Night Bible Study.
Pastor Robert Townsend
11611 Webb Chapel Road
Dallas, TX 75229
972-241-6151
www.dallasmtpisgah.org

NORTH DALLAS
COMMUNITY BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

March 10, 12 Noon
For those in need, come to our
Grief Recovery Support Group.
Call Tera McFarland at 972-437-
3493, Ext 111 or email her at tmc-
farland@ndcbf.org for details.

March 24, 8 a.m.

Men of God our Brotherhood of
the Cup presents: Men 2 Men
Summit 2012 in our Fellowship
Hall. There will be sharing, bond-
ing, fellowship, leading and wor-
shiping God. Breakfast and lunch
will be served.

Dr. Leslie W. Smith,
Senior Pastor
1010-1020 S. Sherman Street
Richardson, TX 75081
972-437-3493
www.ndcbf.org

ROCKBRIDGE CHURCH

March 11
Join us in Prayer with Pastor at
8:30 a.m. and stay for Worship
Celebration at 10 a.m. as we honor
and praise God for His blessings.

March 14, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to Bible Study and
Awana as we worship and praise
God.
Timothy Jones,
Lead Pastor
21 Prestige Circle
Allen, TX 75002
214-383-9993
www.rockbridgechurch.com

SAINT MARK MBC
IN MCKINNEY

March 10, 12 p.m.

All Senior Saints are invited to our
Double Nickel (55 and above)
Luncheon @ the Newsome Center
on Amscott Street in McKinney.
Activities include lunch, bingo
and door prizes. Come and bring
a friend. If you are homebound,
we will deliver to you. Please call
972-542-6178 no later than the
Friday, (March 9th this month) be-
fore the luncheon and leave a mes-
sage with your name, address,
phone number and how many
meals you need.

March 11, 9:30 a.m.
Join us in our Education Min-
istries and stay for our Worship
Celebration at 10:45 a.m.

March 25
You’re invited to join us for our
Friends and Family Day as we fel-
lowship, worship and praise God.
Dr. Charles Wattley
Senior Pastor

1308 Wilcox Street
McKinney TX 75069
972-542-6178
www.saintmarkbc.com

SHILOH MBC
IN PLANO

March 9, 6 to 10 p.m.
Don’t miss our Human Resource
Ministry’s “Girls Night Out” event
for fun, fashion, personal care/ca-
reer tips and networking; also
relax and enjoy a feet soak. Call
the church for details or log on our
website below.

March 11, 8 a.m.
And 11 a.m.
Join us in our Morning Worship
times and stay for our Sunday
School at 10 a.m.

March 14, 7 p.m.
You're invited to our Midweek
Service as we worship and praise
God.
Dr. Isaiah Joshua, Jr.
Senior Pastor
920 E. 14th Street
Plano, TX 75074
972-423-6695
www.smbcplano.org

THE INSPIRING BODY
OF CHRIST CHURCH

March 11, 7:30 a.m.
Join us as we worship, honor and
magnify God’s Holy name.

March 12, 7 p.m.
Come to Monday School as we
study the Word of God and wor-
ship and praise His Holy name.
Pastor Rickie Rush
7701 S. Westmoreland Road
Dallas, TX 75237
972-372-4262
www.ibocjoy.org

VICTORY BIBLE CHURCH
INTERNATIONAL,
(VBCI DALLAS)

March 11
You are invited to a Life Trans-
forming Service that will change
your life as we praise and worship
God for His blessings.
1100 Business Parkway,
Suite 1007
Richardson, TX 75081

WORD OF LIFE CHURCH
OF GOD IN CHRIST

Early Prayer
Join us in prayer early in the
morning at 6 a.m. on Monday -
Friday at 1-661-673-8600, Code #
142219 and please put your phone
on mute. Prayer will change peo-
ple, things and situations.
Dr. Gregory E. Voss,
Senior Pastor
2765 Trinity Mills Road
Building 300
Carrollton, TX 75006
214-514-9147

A Terrible Thing Happens
When You Don't Advertise

Nothing!l!
North Dallas Gazette presents
"Advertising and Public Relations

Campaign Package"
Design Specifically for Small Businesses

%

It's our "Gold Package"... that
will get those profits moving
in the right directions!!!

* Enhanced Community

FELLOWSHIP CHRISTIAN CENTER CHURCH

A Kingdom Building Church
200 BELMONT DRIVE - ALLEN, TX 75013
(972) 359-9956 -www.theship3c.org

S="MT, OLIVE CHURCH OF PLANO s

Answers you need, Hope for today is waiting for you..

Paslor relations and visibility
E:rr:lem ¢ ¢ Sunday School for all ages  8:30 am ) Ed.lt?rlal Sllflprﬁ)ort (bIO or
J ¢ Sunday Morning Prayer ~ 9:30 am gmq € pUb ISh on your
¢ Sunday Service 10:00 am . GU(DS(;rr!IeSSGi) tive weekl
# Wednesday Night Serviee ~ 7:00 pm print ad inuse rtions y
WWW.mocop.org (ad size:2c X 4")

 Fercecy Cost/Investment?

Call our sales office today to find out.
We have Adverting packages for
entrepreneurs starting as Iow as

30.00 per week.

“Truth Made Simple”
Listen to Pastor Sam
Mon.-Fri. 5:25pm- 5:30pm
KGGR 1040 AM

300 Chisholm P1. Plano, TX75075 972-633-5511

“Vision & Truth Live” W

Call Pastor Sam
Every Sun. 9:00pm-10:00pm
KWRD 100.7 FM THE WORD

RADIO
PROGRAM

Call or email us today:
972-509-9049

email: marketing@northdallasgazette.com
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Women's History Month, Part 2

Nannie Helen Bur-
roughs was one of the best
known and well-respected
African Americans of the
early twentieth century. She
was called ‘The Black God-
dess of Liberty’. She was
an educator, institution and
organization-builder and a
major figure in the Black
church and secular feminist
movement.

In 1900, at the annual
meeting of the National Bap-
tist Convention (NBC) in Vir-
ginia, Burroughs gave a
speech, “How the Sisters are
Hindered from Helping.”
This oration gained her na-
tional recognition and served
as a lightning rod for the for-
mation of the largest Black
women’s organization in the
United States, the Woman’s
Convention (WC) an auxil-

iary to the NBC.
Furthermore, in 1896,
Burroughs  joined other

women and formed the Na-
tional Association of Colored
Women (NACW) to promote
political mobilization of
Black women. Burroughs be-
came a much sought after
participant, particularly by
the Republican Party. When
Herbert Hoover was elected
President in 1928, he chose
Burroughs to head a fact-
finding commission on hous-
ing. In 1909, she founded the
National Training School for
Women and Girls, which was
renamed the Nannie Helen
Burroughs School in 1964.

Gina Smith,
Attorney

*Personal Injury
*Criminal Defense
*Civil Rights

-

2201 Main Street, Ste 400-11
Dallas, TX 75201

Don't just be here. Be heard.
214-749-0040

Patricia Roberts Har-
ris (May 31, 1924 — March
23, 1985). In 2000, she was a
committed public servant and
champion of civil rights, the
first Black woman to holds a
U. S. Ambassadorship in
Luxembourg under President
Lyndon B. Johnson, and the
first to enter the line of suc-
cession to the Presidency in
case the President is unable to
perform his duties.  She
served as the United States
Secretary of Health and
Human Services in the ad-
ministration of President
Jimmy Carter.

Roberts was born in
Mattoon, Illinois, the daugh-
ter of a railroad dining car
waiter. She graduated
Summa Cum Laude from
Howard University in 1945;
and she participated in one of
the nation’s first lunch
counter sit-ins, in 1943. She
was also the first national ex-
ecutive of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority. Her first position
with the U.S. government
was as an attorney in the ap-
peals and research section of
the criminal division of the
Department of Justice in
1960.  President John F.
Kennedy appointed her co-
chairman of the National
Women’s Committee for
Civil Rights.

Vernice Armour is a for-
mer Captain in the United
States Marine Corps. She
was the first Black female
naval aviator in the Marine
Corps; and America’s first
Black female combat pilot in
the U.S. military. Armour

At Law

5,

flew the AH-1W SuperCobra
attack helicopter in the 2003
invasion of Iraq; and served
two tours in support of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom.

Armour was born in 1973
in Chicago, Illinois to Gaston
Armour, Jr. and Authurine
Armour. She was raised in
Memphis, Tennessee where
she was a member of the
mathematics honor society at
Overton High School. In
1993, while a student at Mid-
dle Tennessee State Univer-
sity Armour enlisted in the
Army Reserves and later the
Army ROTC.

Mae C. Jemison (Octo-
ber 17, 1956) is an American
physician and NASA astro-
naut. She became the first
Black woman to travel in
space when she went into
orbit aboard the Space Shut-
tle Endeavour on September
12, 1992. Jemison served in
the Peace Corps from 1985 to
1987. She is also a dancer
and a T.V. actor and has ap-
peared in an episode of Star
Trek: The Next Generation.
Jemison holds nine honorary
doctorates in science, engi-

neering, letters and the hu-
manities.

Jemison was born in De-
catur, Alabama, the youngest
child of Charlie Jemison who
was a maintenance supervisor
for a charity organization and
her mother, Dorothy Green,
was an elementary school
teacher of English and math
at the Beethoven School in
Chicago; and she said that she
was inspired by Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

Annie Onieta Plummer
was dubbed The Dictionary
Lady; Plummer was born in
1936 in Sylvania, Georgia. In
1992, she noticed that many
school children in Savannah,
Georgia were not carrying
any books. On her own initia-
tive, she invested 50 dollars
in 30 pocket dictionaries and
proceeded to hand them out
on the street corner. Her proj-
ect gained nationwide atten-
tion and was emulated in
other areas and mushroomed.
Always aware of the value of
education, she went back to
school at the age of 42. In
each dictionary she handed
out, she inscribed the motto

A place to gather. A place to enjoy fellowship.
A place to meet, eat, and rest.

The Embassy Suites Dallas - Near the
Galleria provides a setting that is intimate
and special for your Marriage Retreats, and

harmonious and nurturing for your
Women's Retreats.

Special $105 rate includes:

- Newly renovated two-room suites

- Complimentary cooked-to-order

- Natural light atrium for casual
meetings or visiting

- Indoor pool and jacuzzi

- Complimentary parking

14021 Noel Road {Noel and Spring Valley) Near the Dallas Galleria
Contact Lisa Brown 972.364.3646 or email
lisa.brown@hilton.com

breakfast

Sister Tarpley with her niece, Lady Lynn Merseberg en-
Jjoying a day at the 2012 Male Author Summit at Buttons
Restaurant in Addison, TX

of the United Negro College
Fund, "A mind is a terrible
thing to waste," supple-

mented by her personal mes-
sage, and “I challenge you
not to waste yours."

A Terrible Thing Happens
When You Don't Advertise

Nothing!il!
North Dallas Gazette presents
"Advertising and Public Relations

Campaign Package"
Design Specifically for Small Businesses

A 9, It's our "Gold Package"... that
will get those profits moving
in the right directions!!!

* Enhanced Community
relations and visibility

« Editorial Support (bio or
article publish on your
business)

* 6 consecutive weekly
print ad insertions
(ad size:2c X 4" )

Cost/Investment?
Call our sales office today to find out.
We have Adverting packages for
entrepreneurs starting as low as
30.00 per week.

Call or email us today:
972-509-9049

email: marketing@northdallasgazette.com
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Former Dallas City Council Member running for newly created Congressional District

Former City Council
Member and Dallas Deputy
Mayor Pro-Tem, Steve
Salazar, announced last
week he is running for the
Democratic Primary for the
recently created Texas 33rd
Congressional District
(CD-33).

46 year-old Salazar, ex-
pressed his intention to run
as a continuation of his

<

commitment to serve a
community that he knows
well: for the past 17 years,
Salazar has been elected by
residents in what is now
CD-33, 3 years as Dallas
County Community Col-
lege Trustee and 14 years
as a Councilman in Dallas
Place 1 and 6, including
serving as Dallas Deputy
Mayor Pro-Tem.

The district is located in
parts of Dallas and Tarrant
counties and has a 61.3 %
of Hispanic, 18.4 White
and 17.8 of Black people of
age 18 and older (1). “The
creation of the district is
the result of the growth of
the Hispanic/Latino com-
munity in the area, and it
should be represented by a
Latino/Latina who under-

stands the needs of our
community” Salazar stated.

“People in the district
are ready to support my
candidacy, some have al-
ready donated money, oth-
ers have expressed they in-
tention to make phone calls
and walk the district
knocking on voters doors,”
Salazar reported.

His goal will be to fight

L

<

>

Councilwoman Delia Jasso Hosts
3rd Annual Graffiti Workshop

Dallas students and
parents will have the op-
portunity to attend Coun-
cilwoman Delia Jasso’s
3rd Annual Graffiti Work-
shop on Saturday, March
24 at Felix G. Botello Ele-
mentary School at 225
South Marsalis Avenue in
Dallas. This is an educa-
tional workshop where
parents/guardians attend
sessions led by the Dallas
Police Department and
Code Compliance. They

will receive information
on the negative effects of
graffiti and the conse-
quences for participating
in this sort of illegal activ-
ity. Students attending this
workshop will participate
in an art class led by a Dal-
las artist, where they will
create mural designs and
submit them in a competi-
tion for the top-three de-
signs.

Local Dallas Cowboys
running back #34, Phillip

Ramon Hodridge, Minister

Avenue F Church of Christ
1026 Avenue F ¢ Plano, TX 75074

www.avefchurchofchrist.org

Early Sunday Morning................... 8:00 am
Sunday Bible Class.............
Sunday Morning Worship...
Evening Worship .................
Wednesday Bible Class ...

KHVN 970 AM Sunday Mornings

972-423-8833

..9:45 am
10:45 am
..3:00 pm
..7:00 pm

Radio Program @ 7:30 am on

Sunday . ( (

Sunday School

Awana (Wednesday)
Bible Study (,( )

Lead Pastor
Timothy Jones

}{()( I\liRlD{,i
CHUR

A\Y
AM
PM
PM

Saturday morning Radio Ministry at 11am on 1040AM
and 102.5FM

Tanner, will welcome
workshop attendees and
lead a morning exercise
session. Additionally,
Gina, the pink “graffiti-
busting” giraffe, will also
be appearing to entertain
workshop attendees and
encouraging them to use
their creativity for positive
pride in their neighbor-
hoods.

This event is ab-
solutely FREE for all at-
tendees, and although this

program is targeting stu-
dents in grades 1- 6, every-
one is welcome. A conti-
nental breakfast will be
provided.

Parents and students
may register for the 2012
Graffiti Workshop by call-
ing 214-671-8520 or 214-
670-4052. Seating is lim-
ited, so please register by
Thursday, March 15, 2012.
This program will be
available in English and
Spanish.

Shileh Missienary Baptist Church

- SHILOH

RY E

2012 Theme:

in Washington for the
700,000 residents in the
district. Salazar ended:
“We need a voice for issues
affecting the working-

class; we need better edu-
cation for our children, bet-

ter health care access for
our families, more jobs and
an economy that continues
improving, and that’s why
I will be seeking people’s
support in the months
ahead.”
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Dr. Leslie W Smith,
Senior Pastor

“A Spiritual Ousis for a Thirsty World" Isaiuh 55:1
Sunpay WORSHIP SERVICES:

7:30AM + 9:30AM ¢ | [:30 AM
QT2

1010-1020 South Sherman Street « Richardson, TX 75081

437-3493

www.ndcbf.org

g Wattley
Senior Pastor

SUNDAY

21 Prestige Circle Allen, Texas 75002 ~ 214.383.9993
www.rockbridgechurch.com

Are You in Pain?

Kegler's Pain Relief !

100% Natural / No Chemicals
Do you have a pain of any kind?
Kegler's Pain relief removes the pain

inone to five minutes... headache, migrane,
Any form of arthritis, back pain, cancer pain,

‘Sih generation formula

head & neck pain.  All other pains - gone
created by African American  in minutes |
slaves fo deal with pain | Call Mr. Kegler - 214 205 1436 today!
| Patonted, tested, FDA Compliant | Order Online: www. Kegsgold . Com

Our Patented Pain Formuls has brought pain suffering to an end | Any lype of pain |

Serving the Savior,
Seeking the Sinner
and Sustaining the Saved

oiah Joshua, .

Worship Times: 8 and 11 a.m.

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Mid-week: Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
Service: Every 3rd, 4th, and 5th Sunday at
10:45 a.m.

AWANA: Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.

Contact Information: 972-423-6695
www.smbcplano.org

L
Education Ministries
9:30 am

“ \ Worship Celebration
! g : 1045am
- - L g
R WEDNESDAY
£
%‘ Family Ministries
7:00 p.m

Friendly Fellowship
With a Family Focus!

SAINT MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

1308 Wilcox Street « McKinney, TX 75069 o 972-542-6178
Visit us on the web at www.saintmarkbc.com
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