
By ruTh FerguSon
NDG eDITor

Despite a cold and rainy
Saturday, several concerned
members of the community
met at Bear Creek Commu-
nity Church to discuss their
concerns about fair repre-
sentation on the Irving Inde-
pendent School District

(Irving ISD). although
the student population
is reportedly over 80
percent the school
board is filled with only
white trustees. 

The community
leaders believe it is time
for Irving ISD to move
from the at-large sys-
tem to single-member

districts. The goal is to elect
a school board that reflects
the minority population of
the communities within the
district. 

Carlos Quintanilla, co-
mmunity activist and
founder of accioname-
rica.com, spoke with the

Top Supplier Diversity
Professional, Affiliate Cou-
ncil and Minority Businesses
Also Honored

The national Minority
Supplier Development
Council, Inc.®, (nMS-
DC®) presented Toyota
Motor engineering & Man-
ufacturing north america,

NMSDC names Toyota Motor Engineering
& Manufactuing Corporation of the year

renowned DFw style
icon, lisa Perry, is once
again bringing Madison
avenue, rodeo Drive,
and the Champs-elysees
to life in the Metroplex
with her newly launched
Illusions by lisa Perry
brand, a virgin hair solu-
tions producer and manu-
facturer.  Perry celebrated

the launch of her addison,
TX headquarters with an
open house that focused
on her production opera-
tions.  Perry conducted
personal tours for digni-
taries and members of the
media that highlighted her
operations.  Perry wel-
comed and met with ad-
dison Mayor Pro Tempore

Blake w. Clemens at the
launch.

while personally con-
ducting a tour for Mayor
Pro Tem Clemens, Perry
stated, “I chose addison
as the location for the Il-
lusions by lisa Perry
headquarters for several
reasons.  one is that addi-

Lisa Perry Makes Illusions a Reality
Welcomes Addison Mayor Pro Tempore Blake W. Clemens at Addison Launch

By Charlene
Crowell

Many times consumers
question whether complain-
ing about a financial prob-
lem will ever do any good.
now, thanks to a new initia-
tive by the federal Con-
sumer Financial Protection
Bureau (CFPB), no one
needs to wonder anymore.
Beginning December 1, the
consumer watchdog agency
is asking consumers to tell
them about unfair or illegal
practices that occurred be-

fore, during or after getting
a mortgage loan. The
agency promises to give
every complaint a fair re-
view, and it will also use the
information gathered as a
guide when considering new
consumer protections.    

The CFPB should ex-
pect to get an earful. a
wealth of research docu-
ments how communities of
color have borne the brunt
of predatory lending and the
foreclosures that followed.
Too many african-ameri-
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New effort begins to 
identify discriminatory

mortgage lending

December 8 - 14 , 2011 We Are Not Trash:
A ONE Dallas Movement

Parents and community leaders discuss options
regarding representation on Irving ISD school board

  3

Oprah comes
to town
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See TOYOTA, Page 15

Carlos Quintanilla, CEO of Ac-
cion America See IRVING, Page 10

See ILLUSIONS, Page 16

NMSDC President Joset
Wright (center) presents
the Corporation of the
Year award to Shigeki
Terashi, president and
chief operating officer of
Toyota Motor Engineering
& Manufacturing North
America, Inc.
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Can 
a new way 

of thinking save 
the world?

Options shown

The all-new 2012 Prius v

Next 
time you’re at the 

store eyeing those funny 
looking energy-effi cient 

light bulbs, remember that they 
drastically cut down on greenhouse 

gas emissions from power plants. It’s 
a greener way of thinking, something 

that Toyota knows well. From 
hybrid technology to waste 

reduction.

The 
Toyota Green 

Initiative can help you 
think greener, too. Check 
out ToyotaGreen.com for 
ways to help the planet. 
You may want to start 

with a lightbulb.
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radio personality Mi-
chael Baisden announced
the details of his "Million
Dollar Business Pitch" cam-
paign during his nationally

syndicated show, "The
Michael Baisden Show," on
Monday, november 28,

2011. last month, Baisden
initially announced his
plans to provide a half-mil-
lion dollars to small busi-
nesses and non-profits via

the campaign.
listeners were
instructed to
tune into the
radio show,
Twitter, or Face-
book on novem-
ber 28th for sub-
mission details.

Since then,
Baisden has
been telling his
listeners, "The-
re's no such
thing as luck in
business; you
have to be pre-
pared when op-
portunity pres-
ents itself!" 

That oppor-
tunity was revealed in a
three-step process for entre-
preneurs to submit their

businesses for a chance at a
portion of a $500,000 small
business investment, con-
tributed solely by Baisden.
Beginning January 2012,
Baisden promises to begin
cutting checks for busi-
nesses that can pitch their
profit and non-profit com-
panies the best. But there is
a catch, he added: Those se-
lected must be committed to
"Paying it Forward." "I
want to support entrepre-
neurs who understand the
importance of giving back,"
states Baisden. 

Michael also stated that
the process of submitting a
business is not an easy one,
nor was it meant to be. "In
order to achieve success
you must be diligent, organ-
ized, and, above all else,
have integrity," he says. en-
trepreneurs who are pre-
pared for the challenge must
go through three steps to get
to the final round. Those
steps are as follows: 

Step one - read the

Terms & Conditions then
fill out the application on-
line at http://www.Baisden-
live.com, include a brief
description of your business
and submit a one- to three-
minute video pitch of your
business.

Step Two - If you make
it to "Step 2" you will be
contacted to submit a com-
plete a comprehensive ques-
tionnaire, submit your busi-
ness plan, your business fi-
nancials and tax returns.

Step Three - If selected
for "Step 3" Michael Bais-
den will fly you to a city of
his choice to pitch your
business live in front of
him, a live audience and
other potential investors.
(airfare, ground transporta-
tion and hotel will be at his
expense.)  

The winners will receive
an investment of $10,000 to
$100,000 in accordance
with the rules. 

For more information
log onto http://www.Bais-

denlive.com and click the
Million Dollar Pitch banner.
you can also connect with
the Michael Baisden Show

on Twitter @baisdenlive, on
Facebook at Baisdenlive, or
http://www.Minglecity.com. 

By DereK Turner
NDG SPeCIal 
ConTrIBuTor
In an honor bestowed on

only a handful of individu-
als, the united States navy
selected naaCP civil and
voting rights icon Medgar
evers as the namesake of
their newest ship.  Chris-
tened in San Diego, Califor-
nia on november 12 by his
widow Myrlie evers-
williams, the uSnS
Medgar evers (T-aKe 13)
will serve as a supply ship
for the navy starting in the
first quarter of 2012.

“I am just so honored
for Medgar and all of the
other people who gave their
lives in the civil rights
movement, particularly
those in Mississippi. In my
humble estimation, very
few of them have received
rightful acknowledgment of
their contributions,” re-
marked evers-williams.
“he was a man who did be-
lieve in this country, and he
believed in his people. he
wanted things to be just and
fair, and he was willing to
work for that.”

Medgar wiley evers, an

army veteran, was born and
raised in Mississippi, where,
after completing his military
service in 1946, he returned
to earn his degree from al-
corn agricultural and Me-
chanical College (now al-
corn State university).
after graduation, evers
began working on behalf of
the naaCP in the fight to
end segregation.  In 1954,
evers became the first
naaCP state field secretary
in Mississippi. 

as field secretary, evers
organized boycotts and
demonstrations to bring at-
tention to the pervasive dis-
crimination and urge an end

to racial injustice.
he also led the
investigation into
the murder of
emmitt Till, who,
at the age of 14,
was killed for
talking to a white
woman.

evers may be
best remembered
for his fight to se-
cure voting rights
for all ameri-
cans.  he helped
lead the charge
for voting rights
in Mississippi,
organizing voter
registration ef-

forts across the state.
after returning from

an naaCP meeting on
June 12, 1963, Medgar
evers was assassinated
outside his home by a
member of the white Cit-
izens' Council.   Just two
months before his mur-
der, evers anticipated
that his work for civil
rights would bring about
his demise. “I expect to
be shot anytime I step out
of my car… if I die, it
will be in a good cause.”

evers murder served
as one of the catalysts for
President John F.

Three highly decorated
nFl veterans, a basketball
coach with two Milestone
Coaching awards and the
first african american fe-
male track & field athlete to
graduate from Texas South-
ern university are a few
among several notable
sports figures selected to be
inducted into the 2011
Class of the Texas Black
Sports hall of Fame (TB-
ShoF).  Sponsored by Par-
rish restaurants, lTD,
these 10 living icons of
lone Star sports lore will be
enshrined at a luncheon

banquet on Saturday, De-
cember 10, 2011 at the Dal-
las Marriot City Center
(formerly the westin City
Center hotel), 650 n. Pearl
Street, in downtown Dallas.

2011 marks the 16th
Texas Black Sports hall of
Fame, honoring athletes,
coaches and other figures
who made Black sports his-
tory in Texas great. This
coveted sports program op-
erates under the umbrella of
the Friends of Sports his-
tory at The african ameri-
can Museum. First intro-
duced in 1996, the TB-

ShoF chronicles the sports
history contributions made
by african american Tex-
ans. The general public
submits the nominees, and
then a panel of judges (in-
cluding journalists in sports
and media) makes the final
selection.

The 2011 inductees are:
BASKETBALL

Pam green, nine time
letterman while at South
oak Cliff high School

Jason Sasser, small for-
ward for Sacramento Kings

COACH

goree Johnson, state
championship winning
coach of the 1996-97 Kim-

ball Knights
Charles walton, 32

years coaching
football, basketball
and track at w.h.
atwell Middle
School

James white,
two Milestone
Coach awards by
Texas assoc. of
Basketball Coa-
ches for 500 and
600 wins

FOOTBALL

Sid Blanks,
halfback for the
houston oilers,
1964-68

gary “Peanut”
nicholas, member

of the all-Southwest ath-

letic Conference football
team in 1976

John Thomas Smith, 12
years in the nFl; led the
nFl in receptions in 1987

Mike Thomas, 1975
nFl offensive rookie of the
year

TRACK & FIELD 

norma huger, gold
medalist in the 4x100 meter
relay at the 1963 Pan amer-
ican games

Some of the past TB-
ShoF inductees have in-
cluded: ernie Banks, Zina
garrison (1996); Jethro
Pugh, Jerry leVias (’97);
Dick “night Train” lane,

Michael Baisden
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Reprint of letter sent to
the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice 

Ms. Carmelita Pope 
Freeman
Southwest regional 
Director
u.S. Dept. of Justice
Community relations 
Service

The Fort worth Chapter
of the Southern Christian
leadership Conference

(SClC) requests federal in-
tervention to secure relief
from the City of Fort
worth, Texas Police De-
partment’s pattern of exces-
sive use of deadly force that
endangers the black and
brown communities. we
believe that ingrained insti-
tutional racism has allowed
this egregious behavior to
flourish in the police ranks.
[1]

we have reliable infor-
mation from high level City

of Fort worth officials that
the mayor, city staff, police
department and the over-
zealous Police officers as-
sociation will continue to
ignore our concerns and
persist in their oppressive
actions toward the minority
communities. we have at-
tempted futilely to seek
remedy directly from the
Fort worth Police Chief
Jeffrey halstead through
face-to-face communica-
tion. we are left with no al-

ternative but to pursue fed-
eral assistance. [2] 

Since 2004, there have
been six questionable
deaths (five by Tasers and
one by shooting) by the
Fort worth Police Depart-
ment. we believe the City
of Fort worth’s and police
administration’s failure to
properly recruit, train and
supervise the officers have
enabled this pattern of ex-
cessive use of deadly force

can and latino borrowers re-
ceived high-cost, risky mort-
gages when they could have
qualified for lower-cost and
more sustainable loans. now
foreclosures are happening
more quickly in communities
of color than anywhere else—
a curious phenomenon when
one considers that white
homeowners hold far more of
troubled home loans. By one
estimate, Black and Brown
communities have lost $350
billion of wealth during this
great recession, according to
the Center for responsible
lending (Crl). even worse -
- these communities already
had the least to lose. 

During the subprime
boom and long before the
CFPB was formed, there was
no shortage of mortgage-re-
lated complaints—but very
few received serious consider-
ation.  responsibility for
mortgage protections was
parceled out among at least
half a dozen regulatory agen-

cies, some of whom were very
friendly to the lenders they
were supposed to be monitor-
ing. now, with the CFPB on
the job, we can expect a much
sharper focus on consumer
complaints and a stronger
commitment to resolving
them.  

For any doubting Thomas
that remains cynical about
progress on consumer com-
plaints, consider what hap-
pened when the CFPB asked
the public to share their prob-
lems with credit cards. Be-
tween July 21 and october 21
this year, the Bureau received
5,074 complaints. of these
complaints, 74 percent have
now been resolved. Issues
raised involved billing dis-
putes, identity theft and other
fraud.  

we now know that
397,000 african-american
families lost their homes on
mortgages made between
2004 and 2008.  Some oppo-
nents of reform try to blame

affordable housing programs,
but the facts don’t support that
position. wall Street became
ravenous for the most danger-
ous types of loans, and lenders
obliged by aggressively mar-
keting them without bothering
to underwrite. Moreover,
Crl’s most recent research
shows that borrowers of color
with higher incomes and good
credit scores received riskier
loans than similar white bor-
rowers.

The result has been tragic
for the families involved and
also crippling to the entire
economy. The CFPB repre-
sents a genuine effort to make
sure this doesn’t happen
again. The Bureau is now
open for business, and it
wants to hear consumers’ side
of the story. Individuals may
file complaints
related to any
part of the mort-
gage process,
including the
wrongful denial

of a loan, overcharges on
lending fees, problems with
the way mortgage payments
are collected, and abuses re-
lated to foreclosures.

For more information,
visit the CFPB website at
h t tp : / /www.consumerf i-
nance.gov/.  Specific mort-
gage complaints may be filed
at: http://rspnsb.li/uTxrb5 . 

To learn more about
what’s at stake for everyday
americans and how CFPB
can help protect consumer fi-
nancial interests, visit Crl’s
web at: http://rspnsb.li/
s915qX 

Charlene Crowell is a
communications manager
with the Center for Responsi-
ble Lending. She can be
reached at: Charlene.crow-
ell@responsiblelending.org
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while the citizens of Irving voted for
the Irving entertainment Center years
ago, the city has yet to appropriate the
necessary funds for the project. 

The complex, planned for develop-
ment next to Irving Convention Center,
is not only expected to bring commerce,
restaurants and family-friendly enter-
tainment. It is projected to create 2,000 –
2,500 jobs. This is why advocates of the
project are going before officials to form
a special purpose political action com-
mittee in order to save it. 

The Citizens for Irving entertain-
ment Center will be holding a 60-day pe-
tition drive and need the signatures of
6,000 Irving residents to present to the
Irving City Council.

Irving residents are urged to contact
anthony Bonds at 214-830-6719 or at
aebond09@yahoo. com for literature and
information about how to participate in
the petition drive.

The Citizens for
Irving Entertainment
Center Seek Support

Religious/

Marketing Editor

Shirley Demus Tarpley

SCLC seeks assistance from the Justice Dept

Editorial www.NorthDallasGazette.com
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abner haynes (’98); rafer
Johnson, Preston Pearson
(’99); Tony Dorsett, Flo
hyman (’00); “Bullet” Bob
hayes, angela Dudley-
Chism (’01); rayfield
wright, John wooten (’02);
everson walls, Jolanda
Jones (’03); rolando Black-
man, Spud webb (’04);
Dave Bethany, Debra
Sapenter-Christopher (’05);
ed “Too Tall” Jones, an-
nette Smith-Knight (’06);
harvey Martin, Beverly
Day humphrey (’07); Tony
hill, richmond webb (’08);
John Carlos, Frances harris
(’09); Jack Johnson and
ron Parker

ThOMAS,
continued from Page 3
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Donations keep coming
for Texas regional Medical
Center at Sunnyvale’s holi-
day campaign, Support our
Troops. as of 8 a.m. Dec.
5, more than 40 local sol-
diers and others in their
military units had been
adopted and will receive
care packages from the
hospital, community organ-
izations, businesses,
schools, churches and indi-
viduals.

The campaign’s current
list of co-sponsors in-
cludes:

• Berean Baptist
Church in Sunnyvale

• Sunnyvale Independ-
ent School District

• Cotton Mill learning
Center in rowlett

• Calvary Baptist Chu-
rch in Mesquite

• Moss elementary
honor Society in Mesquite

• Stinson elementary
School in richardson

• Z realtors in Sunny-
vale

• Skiles group in Dallas
• Mesquite garden

Club
• american legion

auxiliary, unit 504, in
Mesquite

• Vanston Middle
School in Mesquite

• Frito-lay in Plano
• rC Buckner Masonic

lodge in Dallas
• horn high School in

Mesquite
TrMC-Sunnyvale and

the other sponsors are cel-
ebrating the holiday season
by collecting care pack-
age-type items from the
community. Then, hospital
employees and volunteers
will mail the care packages
to soldiers who won’t be
with their families during
the holiday season.

The public is encour-
aged to provide names of
soldiers deserving of care
packages, and also may
donate items and money to
the soldiers represented on
the Christmas tree in
TrMC-Sunnyvale’s lobby. 

Some of the items re-
quested include toiletries,
insect repellent, writing
paper, handheld games,
dried fruits, music compact
discs, movies, food and
drinks in prepackaged, in-
dividual containers, books
and magazines. a list of
popular items for donation
is available at http://www.
TexasregionalMedical-
Center.com. TrMC-Sun-
nyvale will accept dona-
tions until Dec. 14.

Monetary donations
will go toward the cost of
shipping the boxes, which
are $12.50 each. Berean
Bapist has agreed to accept
checks for the cause, and
all donations should be ad-
dressed to Berean Baptist

Church and mailed to P.o.
Box 850921, Mesquite,
TX 75185; Support our
Troops must be included
on each check’s memo
line.

“So many groups and
so many individuals have
been generous with their
donations, but we need
more if we are going to
reach our goal of sending
400 boxes to the troops,”
said Julie Martin, TrMC’s
director of business devel-
opment. “The soldiers told
us they have a particular
need for baby wipes.”

Martin said one family
donated items worth al-
most $400 and also gave
about $10 in change. In-
stead of receiving birthday
gifts this year, they do-
nated to the campaign.

Church groups, schools
and community organiza-
tions are encouraged to
participate in the drive. For
more information, call
214-793-8368.

as a thank you to those
supporting the campaign,
anyone donating items or
money is eligible to re-
ceive a vascular screening
for $200. The short, nonin-
vasive test assesses the risk
of stroke/carotid artery dis-
ease, abdominal aortic
aneurysms and peripheral
arterial disease.

Consumers and em-
ployers will have the health
care information they need
to make more informed
choices about their care,
thanks to the affordable
Care act, the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid
Services (CMS) announced
in a final rule today.  

The rule gives qualified
organizations, like employ-
ers and consumer groups,
access to data that can help
them identify high quality
health care providers or
create online tools to help
consumers make educated
health care choices.  Infor-
mation that could identify
specific patients, however,
will not be publicly re-
leased and strong penalties
will be in place for any mis-
use of data. 

“This is a giant step for-
ward in making our health
care system more transpar-
ent and promoting in-
creased competition, ac-
countability, quality and
lower costs,” said Marilyn

Tavenner, acting CMS ad-
ministrator. “This provision
of the health care law will
ensure consumers have the
access they deserve to in-
formation that will help
them receive the highest
quality care at the best
value for their dollar.” 

For years, employers,
consumers, and health care
quality advocates have ex-
pressed frustration about
the limited and piecemeal
availability of Medicare
data that could be used to
help evaluate health care
provider or supplier per-
formance.  although many
health plans have created
provider and supplier per-
formance reports, these re-
ports are based solely on
the health plans' own
claims, and do not reflect
information from other
health plans, including
Medicare.   

Providers, too, have ex-
pressed frustration at re-
ceiving performance re-
ports that are piecemeal and

produced without an oppor-
tunity for review and cor-
rection.  This final rule cre-
ates a framework for
providers to receive a sin-
gle, actionable performance
report covering all or most
of their practice. 

The final rule makes a
number of important
changes from the original
proposed rule. The final
rule makes this data less
costly for qualified entities,
gives qualified organiza-
tions more flexibility in
their use of Medicare data
to create performance re-
ports for consumers, and
extends the time period for
health care providers to
confidentially review and
appeal performance reports
before they become public.
The rule also includes strict
privacy and security re-
quirements to protect pa-
tients, health care
providers, and suppliers as
well as stringent penalties
for any misuse of Medicare
data.

Medicare gives employers, consumers information
to make better health care choices

More donations and sponsors arrive for
TRMC-Sunnyvale’s Support Our Troops
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Spending Christmas in
the hospital is not fun. But
you can help alleviate a sick
or injured child’s distress by
donating fun gifts that will
make their holiday season
brighter. Children’s Medical
Center (www.childrens.com)
is accepting donations of gifts
for patients ranging from in-
fants to teens from now until
Dec. 22.

all gifts must be new and
unwrapped when they are
dropped off at the main en-
trance of Children’s Medical
Center at 1935 Medical Dis-
trict Drive, Dallas, TX 75235.
Donated gifts also can be

mailed to that address and
should be addressed to the
hospital’s Child life Depart-
ment.

hospital staff will wrap
all donated gifts before Santa
and his elves make the special
deliveries to patients on
Christmas Day. used gifts
cannot be accepted.

needed items include
PlayStation 3 games and
Xbox 360 games, all of which
must be rated e for everyone;
compact discs and DVD
movies for children; compact
discs and DVD movies for
teens; professional sports and
college sports T-shirts; arts

and crafts kits for teens; holi-
day outfits and bibs for in-
fants; baby rattles and toys for
infants; retail store gift cards
for businesses such as wal-
mart, Target, old navy and
other stores; and hobby store
gift cards for shopping outlets
such as hobby lobby, Party
City, Michael’s and other
businesses.

Donations of aa, C and
D batteries also are requested.   

Put a smile on a child’s
face this holiday season by
donating new, unwrapped
gifts to the hospital’s Child
life Department. all dona-
tions are appreciated. 

Christmas gift donations sought
for hospitalized children

Plans are underway for
the Martin luther King Jr.
Birthday Celebration
hosted each year by the City
of Dallas and the Martin
luther King Jr. Community
Center.  The theme for this
year’s event is “remember!
Celebrate!  act!  The
Dream lives on.” 

The weekend celebra-
tion will begin with the
silent auction at 6 p.m. and
award Banquet at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 13, featuring
keynote speaker State rep-
resentative eric Johnson. at

10 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 14,
elected officials, commu-
nity leaders and organiza-
tions, school bands and
youth groups, churches and
others will line up at Dallas
City hall for the March and
Parade down Martin luther
King Jr. Boulevard passing
the Community Center. The
Candlelight Ceremony
closes out the activities at 7
p.m. Jan. 14.

This is the 30th year cit-
izens of Dallas have joined
together to acknowledge
Dr. King’s contributions

and rededicate themselves
to uphold and advance his
efforts to make a better life
for all people. The
March/Parade and Candle-
light are free and open to
the public.  The award Ban-
quet tickets are $75 each
and a table can be pur-
chased for $750.

For more information,
to purchase tickets or make
donations contact the MlK
Center at 214-670-8367 or
visit www.mlkcelebra-
tiondallas.org.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday
Celebration set for Jan. 13-14, 2012

Volunteer attorneys will
answer legal questions at no
cost from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
on wednesday, December 14,
via legalline, a call-in pro-
gram sponsored by the Dallas
Bar association.

legalline is a commu-

nity service for DFw-area
residents, provided the second
and third wednesdays of each
month. on these designated
nights, anonymous lawyers
are available to answer ques-
tions in many law-related
areas ranging from divorce

and child support matters, to
wills, insurance, employment
and criminal law matters.

residents needing assis-
tance should call legalline at
214-220-7476 from 5:30 p.m.
to 8 p.m. on wednesday, De-
cember 14.

Dallas lawyers answer legal
questions – FREE!

'Twas the month of De-
cember, and all through the
town, Christmas wishes are
granted, good cheer does
abound…

For the third straight year,
Massage envy clinics in the
DFw Metroplex are partner-
ing with radio station 94.9
KlTy for its Christmas wish
program.

Christmas wish supports
deserving families and indi-
viduals by publishing their
letters (often sent by a friend
or relative) and encouraging
local businesses, groups and
individuals to choose a wish
to grant. 

Massage envy will make
a donation of $5,000 to a fam-
ily in need and publicize the

Christmas wish program on
Massage envy's Facebook
page.

"after reading many
Christmas wish letters this
year, the DFw Massage envy
team realized how much need
there is right here in our own
community," said lance
o'Pry, Massage envy re-

Massage Envy DFW sponsors Christmas
Wish program and helps a deserving family

See ENVY, Page 17



american Digital uni-
versity (aDu) has an-
nounced additional courses
to help the unemployed and
underemployed gain new
skills in office technology.
These new additional
classes focus on computer
fundamentals involving
hardware and software and
application software on
how to use computers ef-
fectively in the workplace.

aDu Board Chairman
Dr. anush ramachandran
said, “our goal is to help
put america back to work
by providing people with
new skills, new opportuni-
ties and better jobs.  we all

need to improve our skills
in understanding how to
use computers more effec-
tively in the workplace.
These courses will allow
anyone, anyone to better
understand a computer’s
operating system, Internet
technologies, and advances
occurring in computing;
how to use MS word for
word processing, how to
use excel to improve finan-
cial management, account-
ing, and spreadsheets, how
to use PowerPoint to make
basic presentations along
with more advanced ways
to use graphics; and, fi-
nally, how to create publi-

cations and newsletters
using desktop publishing
software.

There are no prerequi-
sites, no entrance exams,
and no hidden fees for indi-

viduals to register for any
or all of these classes. 

Please see www.adu.us.
com for more information
and to register.

American Digital University launches
free online technical training courses

when north lake Col-
lege students find their
budgets cannot make ends
meet, they do not always go
to a local discount store.
They know their Blazer
Bucks (and, on nov. 30,
their Santa Bucks) make a
difference in their lives; at
north lake College, where
they can buy food, gently-
worn clothing and toys, or
necessities they might not
otherwise be able to afford.

Instead of doing with-
out, they can take their
Blazer Bucks to the new,
permanent Blazer Student
Store where they can feed
and clothe themselves and
their families, provide toys
for their children and even
volunteer to work in the
store to help pay their way.
Most items in the store cost
one Blazer Buck, and
everything is donated by the
college’s faculty, staff or
students – or sometimes
brought in by students to
trade for other items. It’s a
thrift store that uses Blazer
Bucks for currency.

and the concept came
from students themselves
10 years ago, when journal-
ism majors for the campus
newspaper, the north lake
news-register, tried to
think of ways to help stu-
dents make it through the
holidays.

“In fall 2002, the news-
register staff and Journal-
ism Club members began to
hear stories of hardships
among students, the result
of a post-9/11 economy,”
recalled Kathleen Stock-
mier, student publications

manager at the college.
“The rising unemployment
rate triggered an increase in
college enrollment, and
many at north lake needed
help. Christmas was ap-
proaching, and it was going
to be a bleak holiday season
for many.

“So the writers and edi-
tors brainstormed and came
up with an idea: send out a
campus-wide e-mail; ask
for donations of food, cloth-
ing, housewares and mis-
cellaneous items; and give
it all away free to students
by using a play-money sys-
tem known as Santa
Bucks,” Stockmier added. 

and that’s how Santa
Bucks were born. generous
donations came in from the
north lake College family,
and students who signed up
on the day of the event re-
ceived $20 in Santa Bucks
to purchase what they
needed. nine years later, the
Santa Bucks project
evolved into the Blazer Stu-
dent Store, which offers
help to students year-round.
(Canned foods and non-per-
ishable items now are called
the Blazer Food Bank sup-
ply.)

The sustainable store,
run by students for students,
receives money from a fund
set up by the news-regis-
ter. Portions of the campus
newspaper’s advertising
revenue is deposited into
the store’s account on a reg-
ular basis – money which
already has paid for shelv-
ing, printing and miscella-
neous supplies to get the
new facility off the ground. 

Students obtain their
Blazer Bucks several ways:
by trading items from home
for bucks; by earning them
in the classroom; by win-
ning them at campus
events; or by purchasing
them in the cashier’s office
on campus. Students who
are experiencing a hardship
also are given Blazer Bucks
for Blazer food vouchers
free of charge – no ques-
tions asked.

This year, on nov. 30,
students used their Santa
Bucks (the holiday version
of Blazer Bucks) to buy
Christmas gifts and items
they need to get through the
holidays. Students who pre-
sented their IDs and signed
in at the cashier’s office re-
ceived $30 in “currency” to
spend in the store. That day,

their Santa Bucks bought
three food items for $1
(usually one item for $1).
More than 200 students
stopped by to get their
Santa Bucks and shop in the
store, in addition to service
learning students who
worked on set-up, signing
in shoppers, bagging good-
ies, serving as cashiers and
helping students take their
purchases to their cars. 

Melissa Firestone, a
nursing major at the col-
lege, wrote a letter to the
editor of the student news-
paper about the Blazer Stu-
dent Store. “I recently de-
cided to get my associate
degree in nursing, so this
fall I came back to college.
I had to tighten the reins on
my budget so I could make
this happen. (People in) the

Blazer Store told me all
about this great resource of-
fered to north lake stu-
dents. I found it a blessing
since I am not able to go out
and spend like I used to.

“They told me I could
bring in my gently-worn
clothing and exchange
items for something in the
store,” Firestone added.
“The first time, with my
budget counselor in mind, I
spent the bucks on grocery
items. what a deal!...Thank
you to the people who run
the student store.” She has
volunteered to work in the
store and also won a draw-
ing for a gift card to use in
the bookstore. 

nlC student Jessenia
gutierrez has used Blazer
Bucks in the past to buy a

gift or to purchase jewelry,
which she likes, and she
also bought this year’s
Christmas gifts there,
too.“The Blazer Store is im-
portant because sometimes
I’m low on cash and, if I
need a gift, I can just trade
in an item instead of going
shopping,” she said. “The
Blazer Store has helped me
learn not to be such a waste-
ful person. I know I can
trade in items instead of
throwing them away. I be-
lieve it will help during the
holidays – I actually already
have some small gifts for
my family, so I’m set for
Christmas!”

The Blazer ambassa-
dors, a campus club whose
mission is to increase par-
ticipation in student life ac-
tivities, are in charge of en-
suring that the store’s work-
ers are on time, and they fill
in for those who can’t make
their shifts. Service learning
students work those shifts
and acquire community
service hours for volunteer-
ing.  

Stockmier is proud of
the effort started by journal-
ism students that now has
become a permanent, sus-
tainable program on cam-
pus that helps students.
“This year, when the one-
day Santa Bucks event
shuts down, we won’t have
to say: ‘It’s a shame the stu-
dents can’t be helped year-
round.’ now, the Blazer
Student Store is doing that
every day, with no end in
sight.”

Education
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The buck stops here: Santa Bucks help North Lake college students in need
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Come learn with us!

Holy Family School

Preschool & Transitional Kindergarten

500 Throckmorton

McKinney, TX 75069

Contact us at 972-562-5476 or www.fhsmckinney.org



The inaugural Prosper
rotary Christmas Parade
will be the official opening
of the Prosper Christmas
Festival, set for Sunday,
Dec. 11 starting from the
Prosper Independent School
District offices at 1:45 p.m.,
according to utility Billing
Coordinator Pamela Clark.

“The theme of the pa-
rade is ‘The Sounds of
Christmas’ and will have
over 30 floats, marching
groups and community or-
ganizations leading the way
for the parade’s finale –
Santa Claus,” she said.

The parade starts
promptly at 1:45 p.m. from
the front of the Prosper ISD

home office on Seventh St.
From there, it travels west
along Seventh to n. Parvin
St. There, it turns south to
Broadway St. and continues
on Broadway St. into the
downtown area, where the
Festival will have its main
stage. admission to the pa-
rade, the Festival grounds
and all entertainment are
free.

“For the first time, floats
will be judged on a compet-
itive basis for cash prizes.
The rotary Club will be
giving a $300 prize for the
first place float or marching
group winner, and $100 to
the second place finisher,”
said Clark.

Judging will be based
on several factors, including
adherence to the theme,
decoration of the float or
participants, costuming and
overall enthusiasm.

The Festival will over-
take the entire downtown
section of Broadway St.
from Coleman St. beyond
Main St. as well as portions
of Main St. south to Main
Street Park, and will feature
a number of activities and
events in adjoining streets.
For that reason, planners
have made arrangements
for free parking and shuttle
rides from the back parking
lot at reynolds Middle
School, 700 Coleman St.

as in previous years,
there will be live entertain-
ment on the main stage. an
“ice” skating rink will be set
up on the Main Street Park
basketball court, and a dog
agility demonstration will
be put on by local training
company “what a great
Dog!” a charity raffle for a
hot air balloon ride will be
available, among many
other activities.

as a prelude to the com-
munity build project at
Frontier Park, windmill
Playground will have a spe-
cial area set aside where
volunteers will be assem-
bling some of the compo-
nent playground pieces. To

help raise funds for the
playground, volunteers will
be selling fajita tacos.

exhibits and informa-
tion booths will be set up by
various sponsors, including
Baylor Medical Center at
McKinney and Market
Street grocers, both Pre-
mier sponsors of the wind-
mill Playground. other
sponsors include Frisco-
STyle Magazine at the
Silver level. at the Friends
level are home Depot,

CoServ, Prosper economic
Development Corporation,
roberts Dental ranch,
whispering Farms Montes-
sori academy, Primrose
School and Prosper Pet
Clinic.

“we’re extremely ex-
cited about the parade, and
we hope everyone gets a
chance to view it. To do so,
parade watchers should be
in their chosen place by
1:30 p.m. at the latest,” said
Clark.

h&M, hennes & Mau-
ritz, the popular interna-
tional retailer known for of-
fering fashion-forward ap-
parel and quality basics, ex-
pansion in Texas continues
with the opening a new lo-
cation at Town east, one of
the state’s most popular
shopping destinations.
opening Thursday, Decem-
ber 15 at noon, h&M at
Town east will give shop-
pers in the greater Dallas
area access to the latest
trends at the best prices.

“h&M is excited to
continue its expansion in
the great state of Texas,
specifically the Dallas-Fort
worth region” says Daniel
Kulle, u.S. President for
h&M. “h&M at Town east
will be a great addition to
the retail landscape, which
has recently enjoyed two
successful h&M openings
at both northpark Center
and The Shops at willow
Bend.”

h&M at Town east will
make fashion-forward, in-
ternationally influenced
trend pieces and updated
basics accessible to all in
the greater Dallas area. This
location will offer collec-
tions for ladies, men, young
ladies and young men, with
separate “store within
store” sections for lingerie,
maternity and accessories.
This location will also carry
h&M’s fantastic children’s
collection which features
quality clothing for new-

born up to kids age 14. ad-
ditionally, the store will fea-
ture h&M’s sports apparel
collection. 

h&M believes in sup-
porting the local communi-
ties where it opens stores,

and will celebrate the grand
opening by partnering with
the The Boys & girls Clubs
of greater Dallas. h&M
will donate gift cards to
club members, in addition
to a financial grant to sup-

port their club’s programs.
on opening day, the Boys
& girls Club members will
be given early access to the
store to shop before the
public!

Fashion retailer h&M opening
Town East Mall location
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It’s the most wonderful time of the year – and 

the most stressful, too. By leaving your car in the 

garage, you not only save on holiday headaches – 

you save close to $750 a month. So breathe easier 

this holiday season and leave the driving to DART!

 I choose to:

Free up my 
holiday budget

Head to the mall 

the easy way

Let someone 
else fi ght for a 
parking spot

All of the above

214.979.1111
DART.org

For more information about 
DART, scan this code.

To get a QR Code reader, visit 
DART.org/QRCode with your 
mobile device.

EVERY ONE 
IS IMPORTANT.  

You can help keep your child healthy with regular checkups and vaccines. 
Every one is important. And they’re free with Children’s Medicaid.

Your child will also get other health benefits like free prescription drugs, dental 
care, eye exams, and glasses. Even rides to and from the doctor or dentist’s office. 
Call today or visit our website to apply.

C H I L D R E N  W I T H  M E D I C A I D  C A N  G E T  F R E E  R I D E S  T O  T H E  D O C T O R 
O R  D E N T I S T ’ S  O F F I C E .  C A L L  1  8 7 7  M E D  T R I P  T O  L E A R N  M O R E .

www.CHIPmedicaid.org
1-877-KIDS-NOW

Lively parade kicks off Annual Christmas Festival
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the joy of a smarter,

network.
stronger

MobilizeEverything.com

You may have heard. AT&T and T-Mobile are planning to come together.

What will that mean to you?  

More cell sites and spectrum means better service sooner. 
And it means your Internet is about to take a big leap forward 
with LTE — a super-fast mobile broadband technology.
We are going to deploy it to more than 97 percent of all Americans, 
giving you access to a cutting-edge wireless network and all the 

opportunities it brings.

So, the moment something worth celebrating happens in your 

friends’ lives, you’ll know.



Jerry Patterson, Chair-
man of the Texas Veterans
land Board, last week
thanked the Veterans of For-
eign wars, Department of
Texas for their gracious do-
nation of 1,000 Texas flags
to be used in the Final Salute

Program.
“These flags will be pre-

sented to the family of any
Texas veteran who, at the
time of their passing, lived
in one of our eight Texas
State Veterans homes,” Pat-
terson said. “This final

salute is an honor earned
and I thank the VFw for
their work to better the lives
of our nation’s veterans and
their families.”

The Texas flags will be
given to the family of a de-
ceased veteran on behalf of

the Texas Veterans land
Board.

The Veterans of Foreign
wars is made up exclusively
of men and women who
served overseas in a theatre
of combat operations and
earned a campaign medal.

The Texas Veterans
land Board owns eight
Texas State Veterans
homes, in amarillo, Big
Spring, Bonham, el Paso,
Floresville, Mcallen, Tem-
ple and Tyler. each home
provides skilled long-term

nursing care, comprehensive
rehabilitation programs, spe-
cial diets, recreational activ-
ities, social services, a li-
brary, and a certified, se-
cured alzh-eimer’s unit with
its own secured outdoor
courtyard.

Texas veterans to get a Lone Star final salute

North Dallas Gazette after
the meeting about the im-
portance of the board re-
flecting the student popula-
tion in Irving ISD. 

“Children need role
models,” Quintanilla point-
ed out, so the lack of diver-
sity is very disappointing.
“There are zero minorities
making decisions on behalf
of our children,” Quintanilla
continued and added this is
out of sync with the way of
doing things america. 

after reviewing the map
provided by the school and
the alternative maps drafted,
Quintanilla warns, if the dis-
trict is not willing to address
their concerns, additional
steps will be explored, in-

cluding litigation or seeking
intervention of the Justice
Department. 

Irving ISD has agreed to
hold three public hearings in
January to allow parents and
concerned citizens to share
their concerns. The hearings
are scheduled for January 5,
9, and 10, 2012. 

In the meantime, the
leaders recommend devel-
oping a plan of action to
gain community involve-
ment through sharing flyers
about the upcoming meet-
ings. also, they suggested
asking everyone to send a
letter, email or call members
of the school board. It is
hoped that vocal outreach
will cause the district to re-

alize the level of concern
parents and community
members have about the
lack of representation. 

anthony Bond, longtime
Irving community activist,
indicated he was planning to
contact u.S. District Judge
Sidney Fitzwater’s office. a
lawsuit was filed previously
seeking the court to force
the district to change. at the
time Judge Fitzwater did not
rule in their favor but left the
door open to reconsider the
matter after the 2010 census
data was released. 

The clerk has previously
informed Bond that anyone
with standing in the Irving
community can submit a
statement to the court re-

garding their concerns on
representation in Irving. 

The citizens group is
working with attorney Bill
Betzen who will review the
information made available

by the district and the draft
of a map they propose. Bet-
zen will use the data to gen-
erate drafts of an alternative
map. This information will
be shared with a request for

feedback. 
Irving City Council Me-

mber, rev. Dennis webb
shared with the gathered cit-
izens the advantages of a
single-member district sys-
tem.  webb, a native of Irv-
ing, recently won election to
the city council position
after they transitioned to a
single-member district.

he pointed out the cost
of running a city wide elec-
tion is prohibitive for most
minorities. however, with
single-member districts,
candidates can knock on
doors and if they are active
in the community, the citi-
zens know them. This sig-
nificantly reduces election
costs. 

IRVING, continued from Page 1

Irving School Board Redistricting Meeting at Bear Creek Community Church. From left to right - Pastor Dennis Webb in
foreground with back to camera, Rene Castilla, retired dean from South Campus of North Lake Community College, in white
jacket at front table, Nancy Jones in red coat, former IISD Board member, Bill Betzen, redistricting expert, speaking at front.

In order to earn the highest Annual Percentage Yield (APY), all of the following are required. Otherwise you will earn the lowest APY. (a) Receive Direct Deposit or use Qwik Pay to make one online bill payment per month (b) Receive your monthly bank statements and 
notices on your account electronically through Online Banking. (c) Use your Absolute Checking Visa Check Card at least 15 times per month for purchases. Only one account per primary owner. You must live in the State of Texas to be eligible for this account.
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Proud To Be An Active
Partner In The Community

Sponsored By:

Ongoing

every two weeks on Monday
the Plano City Council holds
its City Council Meeting at
the Plano Municipal Center,
Council Chambers, 1520 K
avenue, Plano, from 7pm –
9:30pm. Free and open to
the public. Info: planotx.org. 

harwood 609, 609 harwood
Street, Dallas, has Salsa Night

every Thursday night starting
at 9:30pm. Info: harwood
609jazz.com or 214-740-
0609. 

Be Fit Frisco presents weekly
Fitness in the Square ses-
sions Thursday evenings
6:30pm – 7:30pm at Simpson
Plaza in front of City hall,
6101 Frisco Square Blvd,
Frisco. Free. Info:  frisco-
texas. gov. 

The Dallas Museum of art,
1717 harwood Street, Dallas,
hosts Jazz in the Atrium

every Thursday 6pm – 8pm.
Performance included with
general admission $10 and
under. Info: dallasmuseumo-
fart. org or 214-922-1200.

harwood 609, 609 harwood
Street, Dallas, hosts an All

You Can Eat Sunday

Brunch with Smooth Jazz

Sounds of Majik Touch

every Sunday at 11am. Info:
harwood609 jazz.com or 214-
740-0609. 

want to become a better pub-
lic speaker? Toastmasters In-

ternational has helped people
for decades in a mutually sup-
portive, positive, and fun en-
vironment. See what it is like
for Free!!! Mtgs are every
Monday at 5:45 p.m. Info:
214-566-4086 or http: //tex-
ins.freetoasthost.org/

Through December 9

god always Provides is host-
ing its annual Food and Toy

Drive at various locations
throughout the Dallas area.
Info: godalwaysprovides.org
or 214-350-6400 ext. 204. 

Through December 11

McKinney youth Theater
presents Annie at 1301 Custer
rd, Plano. Showtimes vary.
Tickets $8 in advance and $10
at the door. Info: planochil-
drenstheatre.org. 

Through December 16

The urban league of greater
Dallas is holding its annual
Toy Drive at various drop-off
locations throughout Dallas.
Info: ulgdnctx.com or 214-
915-4600. 

Through December 18

TeCo Theatrical Productions
presents Black Nativity: A

Reason to Celebrate by

Langston Hughes at the
Bishop arts Theater Center,
215 South Tyler St, Dallas.
Tickets start at $10. Info: 214-
948-0716 or education@
tecotheater.org.

Through December 19

Plano Children’s Theater pres-
ents Scrooge at 1301 Custer
rd, Plano. Showtimes vary.
Special holiday pricing avail-
able. Info: planochildrensthe-
atre.org or 972-422-2575.

Through December 20

Plano Children’s Theater pres-
ents Winnie the Pooh A

Christmas Tale at1301
Custer rd, Plano. Showtimes
vary. Tickets $6. Info:
planochildrenstheatre.org or
972-422-2575.

Through December 22

Dallas Children’s Theater and
the Kathy Burks Theater of
Puppetry arts team up to

presents The Nutcracker at
the rosewood Center, 5938
Skillman Street, Dallas.
Showtimes and ticket prices
vary. Info: kathyburkspup-
pets.com, dct.org or 214-740-
0051. 

Dallas Children's Theater
presents Madeline's Christ-

mas at 5938 Skillman, Dallas.
Showtimes and ticket prices
vary. Info: 214-978-0110 or
dct.org.

Through December 24

The Dallas Theater Center
presents Charles Dickens’ A

Christmas Carol at the Dal-
las Theater Center, 2400 Flora
Street, Dallas. Showtimes and
ticket prices vary. Info: dal-
lastheatercenter.org or 214-
526-8210.

Through January 1

Come see The Trains at north-
Park presented by the Bank of
Dallas. Showtimes vary. Tick-
ets $6 for adults and $3 for
children. Info: northparkcen-
ter.com

Through January 8

"John Marin: Modernism at

Midcentury" at amon Carter
Museum in Fort worth

December 9

greater Dallas asian ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce
25th Anniversary Celebra-

tion Gala invitation to cele-
brate the 25th anniversary of
the greater Dallas asian
american Chamber of Com-
merce at the omni Conven-
tion Center Dallas, 555 S.
lamar St., 6-11 pm  the cost is
$100 InFo: info@gdaacc.
com or 972-241-8250

Broadway and Country music
legend gary Morris brings
My Country, My Christmas

to the McKinney Performing
arts Center, 111 n. Tennessee,
McKinney, for a one-night en-
gagement starting at 8pm.
Tickets $35. Info: mckin-
neyperformingartscenter.org
or 214-544-4630. 

December 9-10

Comedy at the Muse presents
Esau McGraw at the
Clarence Muse Café Theater
in the Dallas Convention Cen-
ter Theater Complex at the
corner of akard and Canton in
Dallas at 9pm. admission
$15. 

The South Dallas Cultural
Center presents The Brown

King at 3400 S. Fitzhugh ave,
Dallas. Showtimes vary. Tick-

ets $10 for adults, $7 for stu-
dents and $5 for children
under 12. Info: dallascul-
ture.org/SDCulturalCenter. 

December 10

The Black academy of arts
and letters holds its 19th An-

nual Christmas/Kwanzaa

Concert at the naomi Bruton
Main Stage in the Dallas The-
ater Convention Center The-
ater Complex at the corner of
Canton and akard in Dallas at
8pm. admission $10. Info:
214-743-2400 or tbaal.org. 

Parrish restaurants, lTD
sponsors the 2011 Texas

Black Sports Hall of Fame

Inductees Luncheon at the
Dallas Marriot Center, 650 n.
Pearl Street, Dallas at noon.
Info: 214-565-9026 ext. 326
or rgrimes@aamdallas.org. 

The Collin County Black
Chamber of Commerce pres-
ents its Annual Holiday Ex-

travaganza at the hilton gar-
den Inn, 705 S. Central ex-
pressway, allen, from 7pm –
10pm. Tickets $30 for
CCBCC members and $40 for
non-members. Info: 214-343-
1210. 

a woman of god Ministries
hosts its Red Velvet Cake

Christmas Party from 1pm –
4pm at the uptown women’s
Center, 2600 hibernia, Dallas.
Free. registration is manda-
tory. Info: thelmawells.com/
year-end.php or 800-843-5622
x.2. 

Children’s rescue outreach
International is holding its 4th

Annual Winter Dinner and

Fundraiser at First united
Methodist Church, 106 euless
Main Street, euless, TX. Tick-
ets $20. Info: croi1.org or 817-
793-0020. 

The aT&T Performing arts
Center presents A Mary

Mary Christmas at the win-
spear opera house, 2403
Flora Street, Dallas, at 8pm.
Ticket prices vary. Info: 

African-American Authors

Book Circle Reads Langston

- The African-American Au-

thors Book Circle will discuss
the works of langston hughes.
Selected read is reader's
choice. The african american
authors Book Circle meets at
10:30 a.m. light refreshments
will be served at the west Irv-
ing library, 4444 west
rochelle road in Irving -
10:30 a.m. to noon. InFo:
ahipp@cityofirving.org or
972-721-2691

Jazz in the Sanctuary - a sa-
cred music concert the whole
family can enjoy at the Stults
road Community Church,
8566 Stults rd at 7 pm  Dona-
tions requested. Info:
charles_w_winslow_jr@yahoo
.com or 214-815-3606

alpha Phi alpha Fraternity,
Inc.’s Annual Cold and

Classy Christmas Extrava-

ganza at the african american
Museum at Fair Park. Tickets
are $30. Info: Forrest Jackson
@ 469-865-5372 or www.Dal-
lasalphas.com

December 10 -11

KwanzaaFest comes to Fair
Park’s automobile Building,
1010 1st Street, Dallas, 10am –
7pm Saturday and 11am – 6pm
Sunday. admission Free.
Parking $10. Info: johnwi-
leyprice.com or fairpark.org.

December 15

An Evening of Spoken Word

Open Mic at the S Dallas

Cultural Center at 3400
South Fitzhugh, Dallas starting
at 7 p.m. it is Free. InFo:
214-939-2787

December 16

artists united for Christ pres-
ents the 2011 Black Academy

Women’s Art Festival at 650
S. griffin Street, Dallas, from
10am – 9pm. Free. Info: 214-
357-3799 or
aufchrist.org/2011womenFes-
tival.html. 

December 17

The S.M. wright Foundation
presents its 13th Annual

Christmas in the Park to em-
power the lives of underprivi-
leged families at Fair Park’s
automobile Building starting
at 8:30am. Free. registration
for families in need runs
through December 9 at Peo-
ple’s Missionary Baptist
Church, 3119 Pine Street, Dal-
las. Info: christmasatfair-
park.com or 214-565-9136. 

December 18

Two-wins Foundation and
Buttons Jazz Café present A

Soulful Christmas Holiday

Charity Dinner at Buttons
Jazz Café, 207 e. Pleasant
run, Desoto, from 6:30pm –
9pm. admission $25 includes
dinner and one drink. VIP Ta-
bles $125. Info: Two-wins.org

The latino Cultural Center in-
vites to community to join
them for caroling and holiday
festivities at their 8th Annual

Posada Dallas at Central
Square Park at the corner of
Swiss ave and oak Street in
Dallas from 4pm – 8pm.
Free. Info: 214-671-0045 or
dallasculture.org/latinocc. 

The network & Cre8tive
works of Style hosts Beyond

the Runway Fashion Show &

Music Explosion at the Texas
Discovery gardens’ grand
hall in Fair Park, 3601 Martin
luther King Blvd, Dallas, at
7pm. Ticket prices vary. Info:
beyondtherunway.eventbrite.c
om.

Latin America Christmas is
the only DFw metroplex
Christmas event that encom-
pass latin america's diverse
cultures and holiday traditions.
Its musical ensembles from
many nations of the americas
present the inspiring traditional
Christmas rhythms of villanci-
cos, aguinaldos and posadas.
location: unity Church of
Dallas, 6525 Forest lane (be-
tween Preston and hillcrest) in
Dallas, TX 75230 Presented
by: DFw International Com-
munity alliance at 2 p.m. The
event is InFo: president@
dfwinternational. org or 972-
661-2764
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at the center of the
“we are not Trash”
(w.a.n.T.) movement
swelling on the Paul Quinn
College campus and in the
highland hills community
is Dexter evans. he is more
than just an ordinary college
student, evans is a campus
organizer and is quickly be-
coming the unifying voice
of this entire southern sector
community.

“This is an ongoing
problem. The city officials

are neglecting this town and
now it is important to stand
up and say no more,” said
evans, a legal studies junior
at the college.

The w.a.n.T. move-
ment aims to propel city of
Dallas leaders into a new
era - balanced public policy
development that does not
differentiate between
“north” or “South” Dallas.
The campaign actually
began earlier this summer
among the college students
as the “I am not Trash
Movement.” evans and the
organizers soon shifted to
its current name as the fuel
of the fight for a presence at
the economic development
decision table spread be-

yond the walls of the col-
lege early this fall.

evans explained, “we
switched to emphasize that
this is not a Paul Quinn Col-
lege issue, it is a highland
hills, Southern Sector and a
one Dallas movement.”

Paul Quinn College
president, Michael Sorrell
said students saw the social
disparities in the area, be-
came aware of the proposed
McCommas-Bluff landfill
expansion, and used this as
a dual opportunity to see
how government works and
to better the community.

Students aimed to partner
with the city to have a study
completed on the area's eco-
nomics. They were denied
and began a series of
protests instead.

Protests were held in
front of the landfill entrance
and again outside Dallas
City hall prior to the coun-
cil's meeting to approve the
project budget earlier this
year. More recently, about
500 “we are not Trash”
supporters marched from
the southern sector into
downtown Dallas and to
City hall in protest the
city’s plans for this under-
developed area coined as a
food desert. Supporters in-
cluded Paul Quinn College

students and representatives
from the Dallas Democratic
Party, lulaC, a local pas-
tor’s coalition, the highland
hills community, Friend-
ship west Baptist Church,
Concord Missionary Baptist
Church, and St. luke Com-
munity Baptist Church.

The denial of the study
prompted Sorrell to offer a
long-term option that would
conclude the said haphaz-
ard, piecemeal approach to
developing the southern
sector. 

“The college offered to
pay for a full community

plan to be devel-
oped for the
area instead,”
shared Sorrell. 

his request
was also denied
by the city. 

with the ex-
pansion loom-
ing, one of the
m o v e m e n t ' s
points of con-
tention with the
city lies in the
unanswered qu-
estion. “where
was the study
when you de-
cided to vote
and make a pub-
lic-policy deci-
sion that will

impact economic develop-
ment?” evans asked..

“we want a study for
our community [conducted]
by the city of Dallas. The
study is important to make a
decision after the research
has been properly con-
ducted,” said elizabeth wat-
tley, director of the Food for
good Farm at Paul Quinn
College and the w.a.n.T.
campaign event organizer.
“we do not know [the eco-
nomic benefits] if we do not
have a study.”

Currently, the city
plans to expand the Mc-
Commas Bluffs landfill.
Vision of the city is to de-
vise a system to recapture
discarded trash, sort those

materials which can be re-
used, and save the rest for
later use as new technolo-
gies develop. By collecting
all of Dallas’ waste at Mc-
Commas Bluff landfill,
Dallas will have more of its
resources available for use
as future resource recovery
facilities. The completion of
this project would make this
landfill the largest dumping
ground in the southwest re-
gion of the united States
but still leaves obscurity re-
garding the economic bene-
fit to the area.

The w.a.n.T. move-
ment does not appear to be
firm set against the landfill
expansion, but wants the
city to take the proper steps
to truly revive this area. The
highland hills community
is about one and one-half
miles away from the landfill
and almost 6 miles away
from full-service grocery
stores and other retail estab-
lishments.

“we are hoping for
more economic develop-
ment. The post office, li-
brary and other things are
being stripped from this
community,” wattley said.

District Councilman
Tennille atkins unveiled a
plan to spend $100,000 on
the conversion of an aban-
doned Popeye's Chicken
building into a conven-
ience store that carries
fresh food and vegeta-
bles. Sorrell, evans and
wattley agreed that this
should not be seen as real
means to impact the con-
ditions of the area.

“The convenience
store is a great step, but
would  we be celebrating
this if we were north of
the Trinity river? we
would like to have a gro-
cery store that has all the
amenities of another
community,” wattley
said.

“It is like smoking
mirrors. They are throw-
ing a store at you to shut

you up,” evans said.
w.a.n.T. has seen

some successes such as the
dramatic increase of sup-
porters and sponsors along
with seemingly shift toward
the middle with the budget
approval passing 8-7, as op-
posed to the 13-2 passing
vote at the project’s pro-
posal. yet, the group is com-
mitted to continuing the
fight for equal consideration
in the southern sector. 

“we will continue until
there is social equality,”
wattley said.

Sorrell said he supports
the w.a.n.T. movement
and sees this experience as
an academic win for the stu-
dents. 

“we have ability to
show people that the Quin-
nite method works,” he
began. “at Paul Quinn, we
teach the students to solve
the problems that matter
and the students are learning
the value of putting the
teaching into practice.” 

Paul Quinn College, the
2011 hBCu of the year,
also stresses service, the
concept of we over Me, and
the four l's – lead from
where you are, live a life
that matters, love some-
thing greater than yourself,
and leave a place better
than you found it. 

evans’ actions to date
seem to align with the prin-
ciples and show his ability
to lead in the spotlight.

“I was always a leader,
and I stood up for what I be-
lieved in,” said the former
high school drum major and
student council president. “I
am motivated by standing
up for those who cannot or
are not speaking up for
themselves.” In addition to
the we are not Trash
Movement, evans also or-
ganized Stand up highland
hills, a joint Paul Quinn
College and highland hills
community event held on
labor Day that served as
the springboard for the
movement. 

If you would like to join
or support the w.a.n.T
movement, please contact
wattley at 214-379-5457.

We Are Not Trash:
A ONE Dallas Movement

Paul Quinn College Students and highland hills Community Speak Out

Students and community members disappointed with the city’s decision.

Peaceful protestors with the “We Are Not Trash” Movement.

Dexter Evans
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After a brief hiatus, it is
great to be back dishing a lit-
tle dirt on celebrities. Read on
…

Oprah comes to town
The stars were out this

weekend at the AMC Theatre
at NorthPark Mall in Dallas,
as Oprah Winfrey and Tyler

Perry hosted a private screen-
ing for the upcoming movie
chronicling the Tuskegee Air-
men, Red Tails. Attendees in-
cluded Red Tails stars Cuba
gooding Jr., Terrance ho-
ward, Ne-Yo, Elijah Kelly,
and the movie’s producer,
Anthony hemingway. For
those of you who don’t know
(shame on you if you don’t),
the Tuskegee airmen were a

group of African American
fighter pilots who battled
racism from the United States
military to gain the right to
fight for their country during
World War II. The movie will
be released nationwide Jan.
20, 2012.

By the way, while Oprah
was in Dallas, she made a
stop at The Potter’s house for
some Sunday inspiration.

Body on showcase
I hope football hall of

famer Deion Sanders does not
starting acting a fool again
about his wife, Pilar Sanders,
getting media attention.
While she is no longer on
Football Wives, she is defi-
nitely not shying away from
letting the world see her face
– and more. Maybe Pilar had
to get her husband’s “permis-
sion” to take part in a photo
shoot for WSJ magazine. For
all you ladies working y’all
butts off to look good, all you
can do is roll your eyes at
Pilar.  And this woman had
three children? he stomach
shows no signs of it. gossip
mills report Pilar completed
the photo spread as a promo-
tion for upcoming reality tel-
evision appearances. glad to

see that Pilar and Deion came
to an agreement about this.

More and more
The nominees for the

53rd annual grammy Awards
were announced Nov. 30, and

Kanye West was the top nom-
inee with seven. Instead of
showing pride for the acco-
lade, ever the perfectionist
Kanye took jabs at himself
for not being nominated for
the top two awards, album of
the year and record of the
year.  West said it was his
fault for releasing Watch the
Throne and Dark Fantasy
during the same year. No
matter what the National
Academy of Recording Arts
and Sciences say, Kanye is
still the man!

NDG Gossip: Oprah comes to town

Tyler Perry & Oprah Winfrey

Kanye West

The Dallas Black Dance
Theatre (DBDT) will open
its 35th Anniversary Season
on Thursday, December 8th
with amazing new works in
presented at the Winter Se-
ries at the AT&T Performing
Arts Center Dee and Charles
Wyly Theatre.  To celebrate
this milestone, DBDT will
present master works from
world renowned modern
dance choreographers.  With
generous funding grants
provided by the National
Endowment for the Arts,
DBDT has secured the
rights to perform Vespers by

Ulysses S. Dove and to
restage Pigs and Fishes by
Elisa Monte.   

When asked about the
importance of these works,
DBDT Founder/Artistic Di-
rector, Ann Williams stated,
“We have been asking,
‘What are some of the
pieces that will put us in the
forefront of regional and na-
tional companies?’” Build-
ing a national repertoire has
been an effort of Dallas
Black Dance Theatre in re-
cent years to broaden its au-
dience, attract top rated
dancers and secure funding.

“We believe that these
works will help us enhance
our goals and be an incredi-
ble draw for audiences.”

Expanding the number
of matinee performances for
families is also a new ven-
ture for the organization.
Patrons will now be able to
choose two additional per-
formances on Thursday and
Saturday in addition to the
current Sunday matinee of-
fering.  This change was
made in response to audi-
ence survey results request-
ing the additional perform-
ances.

Dallas Black Dance celebrates 35th Anniversary
season with premiere of master works

to continue much too long.
[3]

The SCLC requests in-
tervention and relief by the
U.S. Attorney general Of-
fice, Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, and the Civil
Rights Division of the U.S.
Department of Justice. 

Sincerely,

Rev. Kyev P. Tatum,
Sr., President

FORT WORTh | TAR-
RANT COUNTY

Southern Christian
Leadership Conference

References:
[1] http://www.wfaa.

com /news/crime/Minor-

ity-leaders-want-FWPD-
chief-to-resign-1294947-
63.html 

[2] http://archive.fw-
weekly. com/content.asp?
article =1130 

[3] http://www.wfaa.
com/archive/64743682.
html 

SCLC, continued from Page 4

BY RUTh FERgUSON
NDG EDITOR

Virginia, there might be a
Santa Claus but he would prob-
ably be shaking in his boots
during the early scenes of this
year’s Dallas Theater Center’s
A Christmas Carol.  DTC Asso-
ciate Artist Joel Ferrell the di-
rector and choreographer this
year is probably more of a fan
of The Night Before Christmas
than It’s A Wonderful Life. This
play is something older children
will love but perhaps might find
a little too intense for younger
siblings. 

Attending the production
on Friday, December 2 with 9-
year-old girls and an 11-year-
old boy, they loved the dramatic
entrance of the ghost of Jacob
Marley resplendent in chains. In
the beloved Charles Dickens
holiday tale, Marley encourages
Ebenezer Scrooge to change his
ways. If not his actions will cre-
ate an unbreakable chain he will
wear throughout eternity. 

The play is not all dark and
doom.

“We’ve been certain to in-
clude the festive music, lively
dancing and Christmas ghosts
that audiences have come to
love so well,” says Ferrell.  “We
have also added a few surprises
in the performances, staging
and design that will delight the-
ater-goers, young and old.”

Ferrell’s observation is on
the mark regarding the stage de-
sign. It is not elaborate, in fact
when you enter the theater it
seems stark for this legendary
play. however, as Bob
Lavallee’s (the scenic designer)
vision unfolds, the audience
finds it is a creative design. The
design does a great job of tran-
sitioning the story to a lighter
mood as Scrooge finds his way.  

Kurt Rhoads, has a long il-
lustrious association with DTC,
but this is his first appearance in
the lead role of Scrooge. Two
other performers actually steal
Rhoads thunder a bit. Lee Trull
(The Tempest, Cabaret) as the
sensitive and caring Bob
Cratchit and Steven Michael
Walters (The Tempest, Henry
IV) as brings a delightful sense

of humor to the role of
Scrooge’s nephew Fred. Trull as
the long-suffering Bob Cratchit
elevates the role from being a
doormat to a loving father who
is patient and continually puts
people before 

For many families, DTC’s
annual production is a must do
Christmas season event. This
year should be no exception. 

A Christmas Carol is on
stage at the Kalita humphreys
Theater through Christmas Eve.
The theater is located at 3636
Turtle Creek Blvd. (at Black-
burn). Performance times are
Wednesday through Saturday
evenings at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday
and Sunday matinees at 2 p.m.;
select Tuesday and Sunday
evenings at 7:30 p.m.; and se-
lect Thursday and Friday mati-
nees at 2 p.m.  The performance
times for Saturday, December
24 (Christmas Eve), are 12 p.m.
and 4 p.m.  Base ticket prices
are $15-$85 and are available
by visiting our website at
www.DallasTheaterCenter.org
or by calling the box office at
214-880-0202.

Christmas Carol is a scarily
delightful holiday treat

The college football regu-
lar season came to an end on
Saturday December 3, 2011
with lasting images of the blue
football field at Boise State to
high-stepping band at Missis-
sippi Valley. Another season of
gloom and doom, highs and
lows and scandals has ended
for now.  

It’s been an embarrassing
season with the Penn State
child molestation case, the
death of a Florida A&M band
member due to hazing and in-
juries of several Oklahoma
State students’ bedlam after a
victory against arch rival
Oklahoma. Those who really
enjoy coaching the game and
the fans who can’t wait for the
next tailgating party will be
taking a back seat for a couple
of weeks until the bowl season
starts.

Schools and conferences
or on life support because their
season is predicated on getting
into a bowl game.  For five
weeks the payout for 36 bowls
games will exceed 300 million
dollars and the Wall Street

sum of 48 million dollars will
be going to LSU and Alabama,
members of the SEC (South-
eastern Athletic Conference)
that have had a school in the
big game for the last five
years. 

Yes, over 150 millions
dollars for the SEC to recruit
the best athletes in America
and pay coaches like Alabama
coach Nick Saban 5.5 million
including bonuses for the
2011-2012 season and another
$700,000 if he beats LSU on
January 9 in New Orleans.

The pundits have been
crying for a playoff system for
college football and enlisted
President Obama for his two
cents in 2008 when three
teams had viable claim to be
crown number one.  

The monies from the TV
networks, corporate sponsors
and a big recruiting tool to
showcase the best high school
athletes the stage they'll be
playing on.   Thirty-six bowls
games are on the docket and
the NCAA is still accepting
applications from companies
who want to puts its name on a
bowl game or enhance its
branding image. There are few
rules to enforce when teams

are invited to bowl games be-
cause the teams and confer-
ences have shined its bowling
ball and put on the bowling
shoes to knock down the nec-
essary pins of millions of dol-
lars to deposit into its pro-
gram.

Even Penn State with all
of its drama missed out on
three bowls totaling 7 millions
dollars but will receive 1.1mil-
lion for playing in the Ticket
City Bowl in Dallas on Janu-
ary 2. That's a lot of money for
a school whose head coach de-
nied that he new anything
about Jerry Sandusky molest-
ing kids. That million dollars
should me donated to a charity
or organization for abused
children.

The NCAA turns the
other cheeks when the bowl-
ing alleys of lucrative bowls
games become ATM machines
for its institutions where value
and integrality is supposedly
taught.

You can listen to Donald
’Spider’ Willis each Sunday
from 7:00pm to 9:00pm on the
Fishbowl Radio Network.com.
For topics or opinions you can
call 469 335 6668 or email
dwillisdw@yahoo.com

Bowling for Dollars $$$Sports

Talk with

Spider
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Inc. (TeMa) with the presti-
gious “Corporation of the
year” aw-ard at a black-tie
awards banquet to cap its
four-day conference and bu-
siness opportunity fair in at-
lanta, georgia.

nMSDC’s Corporation
of the year award is the most
sought-after honor for major
corporations that are dedi-
cated to improving the over-
all participation of asian,
Black, hispanic and native
american suppliers in the
global corporate supply
chain.

“This recognition is re-
served for corporations that
fully embrace the value that
minority suppliers bring to
the corporate supply chain,”
said nMSDC President Joset
wright. “Toyota’s commit-
ment to supplier diversity and
minority supplier develop-
ment is firmly embedded in
the corporate culture. Its
comprehensive, world-class
supplier diversity process is
worthy of replication.”

In winning the award,
TeMa demonstrated a strong
commitment to building ca-
pacity and capability of mi-
nority businesses within their
corporation and in partner-
ship with nMSDC. The com-
pany led two modules of
nMSDC’s Centers of excel-
lence program – a network of
regional business modules
comprised of corporate sup-
plier diversity/purchasing ex-
ecutives and minority busi-
ness enterprise (MBe) own-
ers. The program uses
nMSDC “best practices” for
minority supplier develop-
ment to enhance corporate
supplier diversity processes
and build capacity for MBes.
To date, seven participating
MBes companies were
awarded business directly
with Toyota. The automaker
also sponsored two compa-
nies in nMSDC’s Corporate
Plus® program, a special
classification for minority
businesses with proven suc-
cess in executing national
contracts and the capacity to
handle more.

TeMa showed its com-
mitment to the growth of mi-
nority suppliers by spending
$1.5 billion with MBes in
2010 – a 36% increase over
its 2009 spend. The increase
earned TeMa entry into the
Billion Dollar roundtable,
and was realized during a

challenging time for the com-
pany. During this down time,
the company also deployed
resources to its supply base
that saved 40,000 jobs and
ensured readiness for return
to normal production. addi-
tionally, the automaker facil-
itated the creation of four
new minority joint ventures
that will provide more than
$250M in new MBe spend
annually. TeMa also in-
creased spend with profes-
sional service MBes by
adding spend in areas such as
marketing, accounting and
legal services.

with a focus on Tier 2,
the automaker added more
stringent measures to hold
their direct suppliers more ac-
countable for utilizing minor-
ity suppliers. The result was
an increase of more than 30%
in Tier 2 spend. In support of
Tier 2, TeMa hosts an an-
nual diverse business ex-
change to help their suppliers
connect with potential certi-
fied minority businesses. a
“best practice” for second tier
minority business develop-
ment, last year’s event re-

sulted in more than $60 mil-
lion in new contracts for mi-
nority businesses.

active engagement with
the nMSDC network also
contributed to TeMa’s selec-
tion as Corporation of the
year. The company partici-
pates with nMSDC and its
affiliate councils, holding
corporate membership with
10 councils and executive
leadership roles with four.
TeMa’s senior executives
lead the company’s commit-
ment to minority businesses
and shared internal best prac-
tices with their peers by
speaking at eight events last
year.

at its banquet, nMSDC
also presented awards for in-
dividual leadership in Minor-
ity Supplier Development,
Suppliers of the year and re-
gional Council of the year.

Marianne Strobel, assis-
tant vice president of global
supplier diversity at aT&T,
received the Minority Sup-
plier Development leader of
the year award in recognition
of exemplary development
programs for minority busi-

ness owners, as well as ex-
ceptional leadership and im-
pact throughout corporate
america. aT&T is a member
of the Billion Dollar round-
table, and also spent $1.3 bil-
lion with its Tier 2 suppliers
in 2010.

Four top minority busi-
nesses were recognized as
national Suppliers of the
year in recognition of their
business acumen and excel-
lence in community service.
They are: Circle one, Inc., of
atlanta, georgia, in the cate-
gory for businesses with sales
less than $1 million; way To
Be Designs, llC of hay-
ward, California, among
firms with $1 million to $10
million in sales; homestead
Packaging Solutions, Inc., of
roswell, georgia, in the cat-
egory for businesses with
sales between $10 million
and $50 million; and group
o, Inc., in Milan, Illionis, for
firms with sales greater than
$50 million.

Twelve minority busi-
nesses were honored as re-
gional Suppliers of the year.
They are Bridgework Part-

ners, lewisville, Texas; C.D.
Moody Construction Com-
pany, Inc., lithonia, georgia;
D.w. Morgan Company,
Pleasanton, California; gon-
zalez Saggio & harlan, llP,
Milwaukee, wisconsin; Mul-
ticultural entrepreneurial In-
stitute, Inc. (MeI), Milwau-
kee, wisconsin; red Brown
Klé, Inc., Milwaukee, wis-
consin; república, llC,
Miami, Florida; ShI Interna-
tional Corp., Somerset, new
Jersey; SearchPros Staffing,
llC, Citrus heights, Califor-
nia; Superior Maintenance
Company (SMC), elizabeth-
town, Kentucky; TKT & as-
sociates, Inc., louisville,
Kentucky; and Translation
Plus, Inc., hackensack, new
Jersey.

The Dallas/Fort worth
Minority Supplier Develop-
ment Council earned re-
gional Council of the year
honors for providing out-
standing service to hundreds
of corporations and minority
businesses in the Dallas/Fort
worth Metropolitan area.

Providing a direct link
between corporate america

and minority-owned busi-
nesses is the primary objec-
tive of the national Minority
Supplier Development Coun-
cil, one of the country’s lead-
ing business membership or-
ganizations. It was chartered
in 1972 to provide increased
procurement and business op-
portunities for minority busi-
nesses of all sizes. The
nMSDC network includes a
national office in new york
and 37 regional Councils
across the country. There are
3,500 corporate members
throughout the network, in-
cluding america’s top pub-
licly-owned, privately-owned
and foreign-owned compa-
nies as well as universities,
hospitals and other buying in-
stitutions. The regional
Councils certify and match
more than 16,000 minority-
owned businesses with mem-
ber corporations that want to
purchase their goods and
services.

For more information
about nMSDC, call (212)
944-2430 or visit the web site
at www.nmsdc.org.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Plano housing authority, Texas (Pha) invites qualified and experienced
firms to submit a proposal for a roof replacement and repairs contract for 24
single story homes and administrative 
Building.

Proposal packages will be available at the Pha administrative Building
located at 1740 ave. g. Plano, TX 75074 beginning Thursday, December 1,
2011 from 8am until 6:30pm. you may also send an email requesting a delivery
and red receipt to bmcdonald@planoha.org to request a copy of the proposal.

request for Proposals (rFP) will be received until 9am, Thursday, Decem-
ber 15, 2011 at Pha’s administrative Building, 1740 ave. g. Plano, TX 75074.
rFP’s may be submitted in person or by mail. Pha is not responsible for mail
delivery service. you may also submit your proposal by email requesting a deliv-
ery and read receipt to bmcdonald@planoha.org by the same deadline. a non-
mandatory Pre-Proposal Briefing will be held Monday, December 5, 2011 at
10am at the Pha administrative Building Community room, 1740 ave. g.
Plano, TX 75074.

Pha reserves the right to reject any or all proposals or to waive any infor-
malities in the solicitation. The Plano housing authority will not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, familial status, or
age.

Visit our website www.planoha.org

eQual houSIng oPPorTunITy

TOYOTA, continued from Page 1

Tips to help you avoid
problems when shopping
from home, and resolve
problems when you have
them.

•Coupon and Promo-

tion Codes. Search for
coupon and promotion
codes to be sure you get all
discounts the e-tailer cur-
rently offers. To find cur-
rent codes, perform a
search for the e-tailer’s
name along with the words
‘promotion code’ or
‘coupon’. after applying
the coupon code double
check your total price to en-
sure the discount was ap-
plied properly. also check
"Deal of the Day" websites,
where retailers offer deep
discounts.

•Payment Methods.

The way you pay matters!
you get the most protection
with a credit card; debit
cards are more risky. Vir-
tual wallets such as PayPal
are convenient but have
disadvantages, too. Single
use credit card numbers are
another option – ask your
credit card provider if they
offer this feature.

•Shipping and Han-

dling. Shipping and han-
dling can put a big dent in a
shopping budget. look for
sites that offer free or dis-
counted shipping rates.
Make sure you understand
all conditions placed on
free shipping offers and
that you’ll get your mer-
chandise in time if you
choose that option. The law
affords you rights sur-
rounding time-frames for
shipping your purchase.

•Return Policies. un-
derstand the e-tailer’s re-
turn policy. Do they offer a
special, extended return
policy for the holiday sea-
son? what documentation
needs to accompany a re-
turn? If you purchase on-
line, and the e-tailer also
has a brick and mortar site
can you return to the store?
Do you need a return au-
thorization number or an
“ra” to return an item?
will the e-tailer pay for re-
turn shipping of the item or
do you have to cover that
cost? will you have to pay
a re-stocking fee?

Shopping Online
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ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING

ADOPTION? You choose from

families nationwide. LIVING EX-

PENSES PAID. Abby's One True

Gift Adoptions. 866-413-6292,

24/7 Void/Illinois 

AUTOMOTIVE
WANTED JAPANESE MOTOR-

CYCLES KAWASAKI 1970-1980

Z1-900, KZ900, KZ 1000, H2-

750, H1-500, S1-250, S2-250,

S2-350, S3-400 CASH. 1-800-

772-1142, 1-310-721-0726

usa@classicrunners.com 

FREE GAS! Receive $300

Gasoline Savings! Gasoline

Stimulus Program provides $300

gas savings to participants of

driving survey. Local Stations -

Major Brands! Call now 877-898-

9027

AUTOS WANTED
TOP CASH FOR CARS, Any

Car/Truck, Running or Not. Call

for INSTANT offer: 1-800-454-

6951 

EMPLOYMENT
MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn

up to $150 daily. Get paid to

shop pt/ft. Call now 1-888-750-

0193.

PROCESS Mail! Pay Weekly!

FREE Supplies! Bonuses! Gen-

uine! Helping Homeworkers

since 1992! Call 1-888-302-1522

www.howtowork-fromhome.com 

Out of High School? 18-24 guys

and girls needed. Travel Ameri-

can Hot spots. Paid training,

travel and lodging. 877-646.5050

FINANcIAL
AVOID BANKRUPTCY! Settle

debts for less. Call if more than

$15,000 of credit card debt.

(800)699-9740

HEALTH & FITNESS
TAKE VIAGRA? SAVE $500!

100mg,/Cialis 20mg. 40+4

FREE, PILLS. Only $99.00 Dis-

creet.1-888-797-9024

HELP WANTED
FREE Groceries! Receive $2000

in Grocery Savings! Grocery

Stimulus Program provides

$2000 savings to participants of

shopping survey. ALL MAJOR

AND LOCAL supermarkets! Call

877-301-1682 

MISc. FOR SALE
DISH Network More Choices,

More savings! FREE HD FOR

LIFE. Packages starting at

$24.99 for 12 months w/60 chan-

nels 1-888-444-7854 Restric-

tions apply. Call for details 

MIScELLANEOUS
CASH PAID for unexpired,

sealed DIABETIC TEST STRIPS

- up to $17/Box! Shipping pre-

paid. Kim 1-888-883-8835.

www.cash4diabeticsupplies.com 

FREE Groceries! Receive $2000

in Grocery Savings! Grocery

Stimulus Program provides

$2000 savings to participants of

shopping survey. ALL MAJOR

AND LOCAL supermarkets! Call

877-301-1682 

Dish Network lowest nationwide

price $19.99/MO. FREE

HBO/Cinemax/Starz FREE

Blockbuster FREE HD-DVR and

install. Next day install 1-800-

348-6191

FREE GAS! Receive $300

Gasoline Savings! Gasoline

Stimulus Program provides $300

gas savings to participants of

driving survey. Local Stations -

Major Brands! Call now 877-898-

9027

WORK ON JET ENGINES -

Train for hands on Aviation Ca-

reer. FAA approved program. Fi-

nancial aid if qualified - Job

placement assistance. Call AIM

(866)453-6204 or visit www.fix-

jets.com

DISH Network More Choices,

More savings! FREE HD FOR

LIFE. Packages starting at

$24.99 for 12 months w/60 chan-

nels 1-888-444-7854 Restric-

tions apply. Call for details 

CASH FOR CARS, Any Make or

Model! Free Towing. Sell it

TODAY. Instant offer: 1-800-864-

5784 

REAL ESTATE
Available Now!!! 2-4 Bedroom

homes Take Over Payments No

Money Down/No Credit Check

Call 1-888-269-9192 

***FREE Foreclosure Listings***

OVER 400,000 properties na-

tionwide. Low down payment.

Call now 800-250-2043.

Stop Renting Lease option to

buy Rent to own No money down

No credit check 1-877-395-0321 

WANTED TO bUY
WANTED DIABETES TEST

STRIPS Any kind/brand. Unex-

pired up to $22.00. Shipping

Paid Hablamos espanol 1-800-

266-0702 www.selldiabetic-

strips.com

YEARBOOKS "Up to $15 paid

for high school yearbooks1900-

1988. yearbookusa@yahoo.com

or 972-768-1338."

reader advisory: the national Trade association we belong to has purchased the following classifieds. Determining the value of their service or product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, some ad-
vertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order selling and other businesses at home. under no circumstance should you
send any money in advance or give the client your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair company does business only over the
phone it is illegal to request any money before delivering its service. all funds are based in uS dollars. 800 numbers may or may not reach Canada.

To advertise call 972-509-9049 Email (ad for quote) opportunity@northdallasgazette.com

cADNET/NORTH DALLAS GAzETTE
National and Local Classified Advertising Network

son offers a perfect geo-
graphical location for reach-
ing and building clientele.
another extremely important
reason is that addison wel-
comes small businesses and
has an economic develop-
ment plan and climate that is
truly business friendly.  It
was a perfect match for my
business goals.” 

Perry also described her
marketing plan to Mayor Pro
Tem Clemens.  “Illusions by
lisa Perry, the brand, is all
about visual style and per-
ception,” said Perry.  “with
Illusions, we manufacture a
near reality in visual style
with our scientifically-
guided virgin hair solutions
production process.  Percep-
tion in style is not only an art
but a science, and one that Il-
lusions by lisa Perry has
perfected.”

headquartered in addi-
son, Illusions by lisa Perry
is the largest custom virgin
hair solution enterprise in the
Southwest.  Perry stated, “a
key component to our supe-
rior product is in our use of
only virgin hair in our pro-
duction process.  we carry

and use these virgin textures
in our production process to
create visual style solutions
which are undetectable and
near reality.  our perfection
is achieved by using only
virgin hair in our products,
applying scientifically-based
processes that complement
the individuality of the
client, and by rejecting the
outdated one-size-fits-all of-
fering that compromises vi-
sual style and perception.”

Featured locally in The
Dallas Morning news, on
wFaa, and KTVT; and in
the national press in such
publications as essence

magazine, Perry has been a
pioneer of style.  But, lisa
Perry has a vision bigger
than the Big D and longer
than Madison avenue.

Speaking to Mayor Pro
Tem Clemens, Perry stated,
“Illusions by lisa Perry is
not only about style, but is
the foundation of my vision
of making my mark on man-
ufacturing in the u. S.  From
right here in addison, I am
positioning us to become the
largest custom hair solutions
manufacturer in the united
States, and eventually north
america.”  Perry also told
Mayor Pro Tem Clemens

that her vision has global
socio-economic implications
as the u. S. has seen a steady
decline in manufacturing.
Perry stated, “Small busi-
nesses are the catalyst for
and the future of bringing
manufacturing back to the
united States.  Illusions by
lisa Perry is the landmark
for our expanding manufac-
turing operation and making
Made in the uSa a greater
reality once again.”  with Il-
lusions by lisa Perry, the
style icon is taking her vision
to a grander scale.  and, of
course, she’s doing it in
style.

renowned for being a
DFw style icon, lisa Perry
is equally known for being a
successful business owner,
marketing executive, and
charitable patron.  as the
owner of Illusions by lisa
Perry, the largest virgin hair
solution enterprise in the
Southwest, and a minority
woman entrepreneur, Perry,
with both portfolio and blue-
prints in hand, is on her way
to becoming a pioneer of the
new reality of a manufactur-
ing resurgence in the u.S.

ILLUSIONS, continued from Page 1 A Terrible Thing Happens
When You Don't Advertise......

Nothing!!!!
North Dallas Gazette presents......

"Advertising and Public Relations

Campaign Package"
Design Specifically for Small Businesses 

It's our "Gold Package"... that
will get those profits moving
in the right directions!!!

• Enhanced Community 
relations and visibility

• Editorial Support (bio or 
article publish on your 
business)

• 6 consecutive weekly 
print ad insertions
(ad size:2c X 4" )

Cost/Investment?
Call our sales office today to find out. 

We have Adverting packages for
entrepreneurs starting as low as

30.00 per week.

Call or email us today:
972-509-9049

email: marketing@northdallasgazette.com

Perry talks to Addison Mayor Pro Tempore Blake W.
Clemens at the launch.
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Small business owners
should be planning now for
how best to invest their
windfall if Congress passes
all the american Jobs act
incentives, says consultant
richard B. Sanford. other-
wise, they may quickly find
themselves overextended.

“The jobs act rightfully
emphasizes freeing up
money so small business
owners can hire new work-
ers,” says Sanford, author
of Success by Design
(www.ssbp.biz), a guide to
simplified strategic busi-
ness planning.

“one of the provisions
is a payroll tax holiday on
up to $50 million in wages

for new workers or raises
for existing ones,” he says.

“Businesses need to
look at juicy carrots like
this with a critical eye: This
is a temporary tax holiday,”
he says. “as proposed, it
applies Jan. 1 to Dec. 31,
2012. But those payroll ad-
ditions likely will be on the
books long after the holi-
day ends.”

Businesses should be
analyzing their market and
their company now for
ways to expand sales in-
come and increase profits.
They should execute those
steps before they hire the
first new worker, Sanford
says.

“If they can look ahead
and see a sustainable in-
crease in income and prof-
its with the bigger payroll,
taxed at the full 6.2 percent
rate, that’s a green light for
hiring,” he says.

other provisions of the
jobs act include up to
$4,000 in tax credits for
businesses that hire people
who’ve been out of work
for at least six months. em-
ployers would get a tax
credit of up to $5,600 for
hiring a veteran who’s been
jobless for six months or
longer, and up to $9,600 for
hiring a vet with a service-
related disability.

“while those credits are

enticing, keep in mind hir-
ing is much riskier for a
small business than a large
one. For very small busi-
nesses, one bad hire can be
disastrous,” Sanford says.
“you should expect each
hire to produce at least
three times his or her salary
in revenue.

“So while giving a vet-
eran or a long-term jobless
person work is laudable,
employers need to ap-
proach those hires with the
same care and caution as
they would if there were no
incentive. To justify the
long-term employee ex-
pense, these new hires must
be able to provide produc-

tive services for their em-
ployer and customers.”

employers likely will
also need to verify through
unemployment claims how
long the person has been
out of work, he added.

other small business
incentives in the jobless
act:

•encourage businesses
to invest in equipment by
extending the current 100
percent expensing write-off
into 2012. 

•help for small busi-
ness contractors that want
to bid on infrastructure
contracts and get Small
Business administration
surety bonds. 

•Make it easier for job-
less people to start their
own small businesses by
allowing them to use un-
employment insurance
money for up to 26 weeks.
Currently, only some states
consider jobless entrepre-
neurs eligible for unem-
ployment payments. This
provision would allow all
50 states to establish Self-
employment assistance
programs.

•raise the cap on small
businesses’ “mini” public
offerings from $5 million
to $50 million and reducing
the costs for smaller com-
panies to go public.

Jobs Act – a free money buzzer for small businesses?

www.NorthDallasGazette.com Contact 972-509-9049 for Career Opportunity Advertising

Attention Suppliers of Goods,
Services and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
www.bidsync.com

www.garlandpurchasing.com

972-205-2415

KHVN Radio is seeking a fulltime
sales professional, preferably with
Christian radio sales experience. Ap-
plicants should be knowledgeable in
creating, managing and maintaining
accounts as well as being a self-mo-
tivator with excellent communication
skills. All interested parties should fax
their resume to 214-331-1908 or you
may mail your resume to the attention
of KHVN office manager at 5787
South Hampton Road; Suite 285,
Dallas, TX 75232.

No phone calls please.

KHVN/Mortenson Broadcasting is

an equal opportunity employer.

Advertising Account Manager
Needed Immediately

Must be
• A good telemarketer
• Willing and able to cold call effectively
• Have reliabletransportation
• Skilled in MS Wordand Excel
• Able to demonstrate good people skills
• Able to work in Plano and surrounding areas

Interested candidates should email resume to
publisher@northdallasgazette.com

gional Developer. "Through
this special program we will
support a family that is truly
in need. It is a very humbling
blessing for all of us to take
part in Christmas wish, and
we encourage other busi-
nesses to join us."

In addition to supporting
a family, Massage envy is
giving away two Massage
envy gift cards every day
until Christmas eve day to
lucky listeners of KlTy. each
gift card is valid for a one-
hour massage session at any
of the 28 DFw-area Massage
envy clinics.

Mr. o'Pry added that
"Christmas wish captures the
spirit of Christmas and high-
lights the wonderful generos-

ity of the people of
Dallas/Fort worth. It's a com-
munity project that all of us
can support and feel good
about."

now in its tenth year, the
Christmas wish project has
raised an estimated $3.5 mil-
lion through the generosity of
listeners and advertisers. In
addition to Massage envy,
other major sponsors are
Chick-Fil-a and Capital one.

also, through Saturday,
December 24, 2011,
Dallas/Fort worth area Mas-
sage envy clinics are offering
a special holiday promotion -
- buy three gift cards valued at
$60 or more (or one at $180)
and get a one-hour massage
session free. This offer is only

valid at the 28 DFw-area
Massage envy clinics. Seven
of the DFw Massage envy
clinics are spas that offer
Murad(r) healthy skin fa-
cials. Massage envy gift cards
may be used for any combi-
nation of products and serv-
ices offered in any Massage
envy clinic nation-wide.

More information may
also be found on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/Mas-
sageDFw and Twitter at
w w w. t w i t t e r. c o m / M a s -
sageenvyDFw. Massage
envy fans and followers also
receive the latest news about
massage therapy as well as
any current and upcoming
specials.

ENVY, continued from Page 6

It is gift-giving crunch
time so if you’re still strug-
gling with what to give a
loved one, family member or
friend this holiday season,
the perfect present may be
related to vehicle safety. Tire
pressure gauges, ice scrapers,
emergency kits, windshield
wipers or the Car Care
guide, published by the non-
profit Car Care Council, are
ideal for any drivers on your
list. 

“These small and rela-
tively inexpensive items play
a big role in vehicle safety
and reliability especially dur-
ing winter driving when road
conditions can be hazardous
and unpredictable,” said

rich white, executive direc-
tor, Car Care Council.
“They’re perfect stocking
stuffers or holiday gifts that
show the drivers on your list
that you truly care about their
safety this holiday season.”

low tire pressure and
windshield wipers were
among the top items with the
highest failure rates during
community car care vehicle
checks last year. Tire pres-
sure should be checked at
least once a month as prop-
erly inflated tires are critical
to the vehicle’s ride, han-
dling, traction and safety. For
optimum performance, wiper
blades should be replaced
every six months or when

cracked, cut, torn, streaking
or chattering. 

an emergency road kit is
something that can be easily
compiled or purchased. a kit
should include an ice scraper
and snowbrush, jumper ca-
bles, flashlight, flares, blan-
ket, candles/matches, bottled
water and dry food snacks.

The council’s Car Care
guide is a glove-box size
consumer booklet that pres-
ents automotive maintenance
and repair in everyday lan-
guage. Single copies of the
guide are available at no cost
on the Car Care Council
website at www.carcare.org/
car-care-guide.

Give the gift of safety to your
favorite drivers



AVENUE F CHURCH
OF CHRIST IN PLANO

Mondays – Fridays
Call 972-423-8833 for aF-
FeCT, Inc. or email:  aFFeC-
TxInc@aol.com  for counsel-
ing services, resources and as-
sistance for job readiness and
training programs for individ-
uals.  For couples we offer
services for marital relation-
ships and for ex-offenders we
offer programs for getting back
into the work force.

December 11
Join us for early worship at 8
a.m.; Bible Classes at 9:45
a.m.; Morning worship at
10:45 a.m. and afternoon wor-
ship at 3 p.m.

December 15, 12 Noon
Come to a “Between Jobs Sup-
port group” meeting at the
Christian works for Children,
6320 lBJ Freeway, Dallas, TX
75240.  Call 972-960-9981 to
register.

Brother Ramon Hodridge,
Minister

1026 Avenue F
Plano, TX   75074

972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchrist.org  
________________________

BIBLE WAY 
COMMUNITY

BAPTIST CHURCH

December 11
Join us for Sunday School at
9:35 a.m.; and Sunday worship
at 11 a.m. as we worship and
praise god.  The word of god
transforms lives.

December 14, 7 p.m.
you’re invited to our Bible
Class as we study the word of
god and give him honor and
praise.

Dr. Timothy Wilbert, Sr.
Senior Pastor

4215 N. Greenview Drive
Irving, TX   75062

972-257-3766
www.bwcbc.com 

________________________

DAYSTAR
DELIVERANCE

MINISTRIES

December 2011 
9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Visit helen’s house Mondays
and Fridays to receive, to give,
to comfort and to fellowship.
The give-a-way of food, love
and household items is given
freely to all those who could
use a little touch.

Pastor Minnie
Hawthorne-Ewing

635 W. Campbell Road
Suite 210

Richardson, TX 75080
972-480-0200

________________________

EIRENE CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH

December 14, 7:30 p.m.
Join us for Bible Class as we
study the word of god; and
give him honor and 

December 25, 11 a.m.
you’re invited to our Christ-
mas Morning worship as we
honor and praise god for his
gift of Jesus Christ..

Pastor Autry
701 E. Centennial Blvd.
Richardson, TX   75081

972-991-0200
www.followpeace.org 

________________________

FELLOWSHIP 
CHRISTIAN

CENTER CHURCH IN
ALLEN “The Ship”

Monday – Friday
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

TheShip3C’s Prayer lines for
those in need are 972-649-
0566 and 972-649-0567 or
they may be submitted via
email to:  prayerline@the-
ship3c.org 

December 11
Join us for Sunday Morning
worship at Story elementary
School, 1550 edelweiss Drive,
allen, TX as we praise god for
his blessings. 

December 14, 7 p.m.
you’re invited to our wednes-
day night live in the Joycie
Turner Fellowship hall on Bel-
mont Drive.  also, come to our
Corporate Prayer and our Kidz
Zone (an environment to equip
children to grow and to show
god’s love.)

Dr. W. L. Stafford, Sr.,
Ed.D.

Senior Pastor
1550 Edelweiss Drive
In Allen for Sunday
Morning Worship.

Admin. Building Address
Is 200 W. Belmont Drive

Allen, TX   75013 
972-359-9956

www.theship3c.org 
________________________

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF HAMILTON PARK

“First Church”

Tomorrow Night,
December 9, 7 p.m.

you’re invited to an evening of
humor, music and fellowship
hosted by comedian, Jonathan
Slocumb, featuring First
Church Choirs, anointed
Flames Mime Ministry and a
music selection by First
Church associate Pastors, led
by Pastor gregory Foster.  a
fellowship reception will fol-
low the program.

Dr. Gregory Foster,
Senior Pastor

300 Phillips Street
Richardson, TX   75081

972-235-4235
www.fbchp.org 

________________________

MT. PISGAH 
MISSIONARY

BAPTIST CHURCH
“The Rock”

December 11
Join us for Sunday worship at
7:45 a.m.; and 11 a.m. as we
give god excellence praise
without excuse.

December 11, 4 p.m.
The geM’s Ministry presents
the 2nd annual Father &
Daughter Princess Ball at the
galleria Doubletree, 4099 Val-
ley View lane, Dallas, TX
75244.  Call the church for de-
tails.

December 14
Come to our noonday Bible
Study to learn more about the
word of god; and at 7 p.m. for
our wednesday night Bible
Study.

Pastor Robert Townsend
11611 Webb Chapel Road

Dallas, TX   75229
972-241-6151

www.dallasmtpisgah.org 
________________________

NEW MOUNT ZION
BAPTIST CHURCH

December 18, 4 p.m.
you’re invited to our Christ-
mas Program in our Family
life Center.

December 31, 9 p.m.
Join us for watch night Serv-
ices at First Baptist Church of
hamilton Park, 300 Phillips
Street, richardson, TX 75081.

Dr. Robert Price, Sr.,
Senior Pastor

9550 Shepherd Road
Dallas, TX   75243

214-341-6459
www.nmzb.org 

________________________

NORTH DALLAS
COMMUNITY

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP
CHURCH

December 9, 7 p.m.
you’re invited to our Single
Parent Support group.  Call
Pastor Cooper at 972-437-
3493, ext 104 or email him at
rcooper@ndcbf.org for details.

December 10, 12 Noon
For those in need, come to our
grief recovery Support
group.  Call Tera McFarland at
972-437-3493, ext 111 or

email her at tmcfarland@
ndcbf.org for details.

Dr. Leslie W. Smith,
Senior Pastor

1010-1020 S. Sherman Street
Richardson, TX   75081

972-437-3493
www.ndcbf.org

________________________

ROCKBRIDGE CHURCH

December 11
you’re invited to join us for
Prayer with Pastor at 8:30
a.m.; Sunday School at 8:30
a.m.; and worship Celebration
at 10 a.m.

December 14, 7 p.m.
Join us for Bible Study and
awana as we worship and
praise god.

Timothy Jones,
Lead Pastor

21 Prestige Circle
Allen, TX   75002

214-383-9993
www.rockbridgechurch.com
________________________

ROCK OF FAITH
INTERNATIONAL

CHURCH

Early Morning Prayer
real Men Pray; all men, join
our Circle of Faith Men Inter-
cessory Prayer Ministry in
prayer, early in the morning at
6 a.m. on Monday - Friday at
1-712-775-7400, pin # 828877
#1 and please put your phone
on mute.  Prayer will change
people, things and situations.

Pastor Tommy Tucker
311 East Church

Lewisville, TX   75057
214-566-2211

________________________

SAINT MARK MBC
IN MCKINNEY

December 10, 12 p.m.
all Senior Saints are invited to
our Double nickel (55 and
above) luncheon @ the new-
some Center on amscott Street
in McKinney.  activities in-

clude lunch, bingo and door
prizes.  Come and bring a
friend.  If you are homebound,
we will deliver to you.  Please
call 972-542-6178 no later
than the Friday, December 9th
this month) before the lunch-
eon and leave a message with
your name, address, phone
number and how many meals
you need.

December 11
you’re invited to our educa-
tion Ministries at 9:30 a.m. and
our worship Celebration at
10:45 a.m.

Dr. Charles Wattley
Senior Pastor

1308 Wilcox Street
McKinney TX   75069

972-542-6178
www.saintmarkbc.com  

________________________

SHILOH MBC
IN PLANO

December 9
register now for our hr Min-
istry‘s 2nd annual golf Tour-
nament at Twin Creeks golf
Club.  Proceeds will be used
for scholarships.  Call the
church for details.

December 14, 7 p.m.
you’re invited to our Midweek
Service as we worship and
praise god.

Dr. Isaiah Joshua, Jr.
Senior Pastor

920 E. 14th Street
Plano, TX   75074

972-423-6695
www.smbcplano.org 

_______________________

THE INSPIRING BODY
OF CHRIST CHURCH

December 11
you’re invited to our worship
Services at 7:30 a.m. and 11
a.m.

Pastor Rickie Rush
7701 S. Westmoreland Road

Dallas, TX  75237
972-372-4262

www.ibocjoy.org

THE NEW LIGHT
CHURCH

December 11
you’re invited to worship with
us on Sunday Mornings at 9:30
a.m. for Sunday School and 11
a.m. for Morning worship as
we praise and worship god.
Shaun Rabb, Senior Pastor

9314 Elam Road
Dallas, TX   75217

214-391-3430
www.newlightchurchdallas.c

om 
________________________

VICTORY BIBLE
CHURCH

INTERNATIONAL,
(VBCI DALLAS)

December 11
you are invited to a life Trans-
forming Service that will
change your life as we praise
and worship god.

1100 Business Parkway,
Suite 1007

Richardson, TX   75081
________________________

WORD OF LIFE CHURCH
OF GOD IN CHRIST

Early Prayer
Join us in prayer early in the
morning at 6 a.m. on Monday -
Friday at 1-661-673-8600,
Code # 142219 and please put
your phone on mute.  Prayer
will change people, things and
situations.  god is moving in
powerful ways in early Morn-
ing Prayer.

December 13, 7:30 p.m.
you’re invited to our Pastoral
Care night as Pastor Voss
bring the word of god; and we
worship and praise him.

Dr. Gregory Voss,
Senior Pastor

2765 Trinity Mills Road
Building 300

Carrollton, TX   75006
214-514-9147
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“For you have need of
patience, that, after ye have
done the will of god, ye
might receive the promise.
For yet a little while, and
he that shall come will
come, and will not tarry.
Hebrews 10:36 & 37

(KJV)

how do you know
when god has placed obsta-
cles in your path to protect
you and increase your faith
or if Satan is hindering
god's purposes in your situ-
ations?  when you have
reached a roadblock in your
life, pray; have faith in god
and don’t be stressed out.

The story is told of a
businessman who was in
California traveling four
hours to a speaking engage-
ment when terrible fires had
broken out in Southern Cal-
ifornia and many of the
highways were being shut
down.  The businessman
had to detour to a small
town and was questioning
whether he should turn
around and go back.  he
stopped at a convenience
store.  a woman pumping
gas next to him said the in-
terstate was closed down
ahead and if he was going
north he would never get
there and even if he did get
there he would have diffi-
culty getting back.

Suddenly, fear struck
the businessman because
the thought of being
stranded in a strange place
wasn’t anything that he had
planned on.  The business-
man quietly prayed, he
asked the lord whether this
was a warning for him to
turn back or one of Satan's

hindrances.  after praying
he went into the conven-
ience store to inquire about
a road map.  while he was
standing there another man
walked up to him and said,
"where are you trying to
go?"  he told him of his
dilemma.  The man ex-
plained that the interstate
was open just north of
where they were and that he
had to go to this exact spot
and would be glad to guide
him there. The man took the
businessman through all
sorts of side roads in very
unfamiliar areas.  he admit-
ted that he would never
have gotten there by him-
self, nor would he have
made the attempt.

after a time they came
to the interstate ramp just
above where the fires were.
The man waived as he sent
the businessman on his
way.  The businessman ar-
rived at the luncheon on
time and gave his speech.

Christians may often
look at situations in their
lives and wonder if god
sent his angel to lead them
where to go or if it was a
hindrance from Satan.
however, remember that
immediately after the busi-
nessman had prayed at that
convenience store, the other
man approached him and
gave him the answer.

If Christians would ask
god when they come upon
obstacles he will give them
the answer.  looking back
on their lives, they can
surely see the merciful and
awesome presence of
almighty god.  he is faith-
ful and he loves his Chil-
dren.  There may have been
times that Christians asked
god a question and it

seemed that he would not
answer.  But if they trust
him, he will answer and
they will have their answer
when they need it because
god has never failed those
that believe in him.

In these stressful times
in our country what Chris-
tians can do is pray for the
installation of spiritual lead-
ers to carry out god’s will.
also, they can pray for the
leaders that are in power
now.  god can move in their
hearts and minds to lead
them in the right direction
to accomplish his purpose.
ask god to forgive us for
our indifference and our sin.
Pray that Christians will
turn from their wicked
ways and rededicate their
lives to him and his serv-
ice.  god said, “If My peo-
ple who are called by My
name will humble them-
selves, and pray and  seek
My face, and turn from
their wicked ways, then I
will hear from heaven, and
will forgive their sin and
heal their land.”  2 Chron-

icles 7:14 (KJV) 

when Christians come
upon roadblocks, the word
of god says, “The Spirit of
the lord goD is upon Me,
because the lorD hath
anointed Me to preach good
tidings unto the meek. he
hath sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim
liberty to the captives, and
the opening of the prison to
them that are bound, To
proclaim the acceptable
year of the lorD, and the
day of vengeance of our
god; to comfort all that
mourn, To appoint unto
them that mourn in Zion, to
give unto them beauty for
ashes, the oil of joy for

mourning, the garment of
praise for the spirit of heav-
iness, that they might be
called trees of righteous-
ness, the planting of the
lorD, that he might be
glorified."  Isaiah 61:1-3

(KJV)

It is only when we
move past roadblocks and
discouragement to praising
god that we begin living
above our obstacles.  Take a
stand; ask god to help you

increase your faith today.
ask him to help you under-
stand your roadblocks be-
cause with faith in god, you
are too blessed to be
stressed.

Understanding Roadblocks; Don't Get Stressed Out

Dr. Gregory Voss, Senior Pastor, Word of Life COGIC in Carrollton, Texas celebrates
his 4th Anniversary in December 2011, with his mom, Mother Lillie Voss-Norris from
McKinney, Texas
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Kennedy to request that
Congress create a national
civil rights bill.

“This is a truly special
occasion,” said naaCP
president and Ceo Ben-
jamin Todd Jealous.
“Medgar evers has been an
inspiration to so many in the
civil rights community and
across the country.  This
honor by our navy is befit-
ting of his legacy.”

“he was committed to

his fellow human beings
and the dream of making
america a nation for all its
citizens,” said navy Secre-
tary and former governor
ray Mabus during the dedi-
cation event.

USNS Medgar evers is
the 13th ship of the lewis
and Clark (T-aKe) Class of
dry cargo ships general Dy-
namics naSSCo is build-
ing for the u.S. navy.
naSSCo began construct-

ing USNS Medgar evers in
april 2010.  

"each ship in the T-
aKe Class is named for a
noted pioneer in our nation's
history,” said Fred harris,
president of naSSCo.
“Mr. evers was army vet-
eran of world war II and an
important civil rights pio-
neer.  The naSSCo team is
proud to add Medgar evers'
name to this distinguished
list."

WILLIAMS, continued from Page 3



Looking for gift ideas
for that special child on
your Christmas shopping
list this year? An innovative
toy will help children learn
– and have fun. Also, fans
of the popular film Happy
Feet 2 will be delighted to
have their own Erik under
the Christmas tree.

Learn and Play

Children watch their
parents and siblings talk,
work and play nonstop on
their smartphones. Many
preschoolers would likely
love to find an iPhone under
their tree, but that is likely
not happening (if so they
were are REALLY good
this year!). However,
B.Toys offers the Al-
phaberry, an adorable PDA
that will help them learn
their ABC’s.  

The colorful toy allows
the child to push any button
and a letter will appear on
the digital screen and it is
read aloud. The screen color
can even be changed to one
of three colors and the unit
comes in a light blue and a
dark blue.  The creative

packaging is reversible and
it even comes with the three
AAA batteries needed,
which is a big help to shop-
pers.  The Alphaberry is
suggested for children who
are 18 months To 5 years
old. 

One of my favorite toys
from the B.toys is the
Loopty Loo that features 47
beads that travel along five
colorful routes. It is on a cir-
cular base that will allow
the child to roll it around

and enjoy a colorful show
keeping them endlessly en-

tertained. Designed for kids
18 months up to 3 years old
and costs only $14.99. 

B.toys is an award win-
ning toy maker of toys that
encourage children to ex-
plore their individuality.
The Alphaberry and other
items are available at
www.justb-byou.com or
Target stores. 

Huggable dancing

partner

Build-A-Bear Workshop
is offering not only Erik
from the film Happy Feet
Two but also a few of his
friends. The movie was a
great success when released

in 3D at theaters across the
country.  So far the film has
earned over $52 million.  

Now to the delight of
many Erik, the newest
“Happy Feet” character, has
tapped his way into Build-
A-Bear Workshop stores
this holiday season. This
cute and loving son of
Mumble, the world’s most
famous tap-dancing pen-
guin is available as a Make-
your-own Erik ($23) with a
light-up bow. You can dress
him in the Red Nordic
Sweater ($8.50), Red
Nordic Sherpa Hat & Scarf
($7.50), classic jeans ($5),
and black rubber boots

($7.50). 
Fans of the other

“Happy Feet Two” charac-
ters will be happy to see
Lovelace, Sven and
Boadicea ($10 each or
$7.50 when you purchase

two or more) are also avail-
able as pre-stuffed mini
friends—perfect for stock-
ing stuffers. 

You can order them on-
line or find at your nearest
Build-A-Bear

Editor’s Picks: Gift ideas for the kids on your Christmas list
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Saturday morning Radio Ministry at 11am on 1040AM 

and 102.5FM 

        

  

21 Prestige Circle Allen, Texas 75002 ~ 214.383.9993
www.rockbridgechurch.com

Lead Pastor
Timothy Jones
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7:30 AM • 9:30 AM • 11:30 AM

Bible Way Community Baptist Church

Dr. Timothy J. Wilbert, Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sunday Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Wed Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Daily Radio broadcast: KGGR 1040  & 102.5 FM
10:00  A.M. - 10:25 A.M.

www.bwcbc.com

4215 N. Greenview Dr.  • Irving, TX  75062
972-257-3766

The place where Jesus Christ is Lord
and the Word of God Transforms lives

9:35 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
7:00  P.M.

Avenue F Church of Christ
1026 Avenue F • Plano, TX  75074

972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchrist.org

Ramon Hodridge, Minister

Early Sunday Morning ...................8:00 am
Sunday Bible Class .........................9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship............10:45 am
Evening Worship ...........................3:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Class ..................7:00 pm

Radio Program @ 7:30 am on
KHVN 970 AM Sunday Mornings




