
after spending count-
less hours waiting in sa-
lons, tens of thousands of
dollars on chemical pro-
cessing and avoiding the
gym and other physical ac-
tivities, some african-
american women have
given up the stress of
straight hair to return to
natural, non-chemically

processed hairstyles. a
local business owner is
bringing a team of industry
experts to dallas to help
women make the transi-
tion.

The Texture Revolution

is a natural hair expo de-

signed to educate women

By RUTH FeRGUsoN, 
NDG edIToR

The developers did not
let any grass grow under
their feet when they filed a
lawsuit on Tuesday against
the City of Irving alleging
breach of contract. This was
in response to the City Coun-

cil allowing their contract to
expire at midnight on august
7. 

a special meeting was
called to allow developers
and the public the opportu-
nity to provide comment to
the Irving City Council on a
request to extend the devel-

oper’s deadline on the enter-
tainment center project in
Irving. 

after hearing from Irving
residents monday night,
members of nearly a capacity
crowd, the City Council
voted 5-4 to allow the con-
tract with the las Colinas

Group (lCG) to expire. lCG
offered a new plan, which
dramatically reduced the
City’s financial contribution
and offered to step aside and
allow TdI to complete the
project. 

on Tuesday morning

Gabrielle Douglas seizes the moment
Editor's note: Although

Gabby has not had a stellar
week, her achievements in the
2012 games remain historic.

By James BReedlove

The newest america’s
sweetheart, Gabrielle douglas,
was not afforded time to savor
her magnificent olympic ac-
complishments before having
to contend with the burden-

some weight of the potential
political and social ramifica-

tions of being an olympic
champion. 

The 16 year-old gymnas-
tic star from virginia Beach,
va and West des moines,
Ia is not only the first
african-american to win
gold in the women’s individ-
ual all-around gymnastics
competition, but is also the
first american gymnast to
win gold medals in both the

individual and team events
at the same olympics. 

yet, at this significant mo-
ment in Gabby’s young life, the
nation cannot let her bask in the
sunshine of her achievement
without regurgitating imagery
of america’s onerous fixation
with racism and sexism. 

Gabby’s journey from vir-
ginia Beach, where she was de-

Upcoming expo focuses on growing
trend of chemical free hair options

By Cloves CampBell

(NNpa) There are less
100 days until voters
throughout the country cast
their votes for the next
president of the United
states of america as well
as U.s. senate, Congres-
sional and state legisla-
tures.  The campaign war
chests for president Barack
obama and mitt Romney
total almost $3 Billion dol-
lars! 

However as of this
writing, not one dollar has
been spent in the Black

press.  once again the
Black press has been un-
fortunately relegated to an
“oh By the Way” cam-
paign that features one 1/2
page ad placed two weeks
before the election in all
Black newspapers totaling
a shameful $1.2 million
dollars!  That is the money
placed by the obama for
america Campaign (oFa).
The Romney Campaign
has zero dollars allocated!
To put this all into paper
perspective, let me fill you
in on the process
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Candice Bledsoe was
one out six professors
named 2012 fellows for the
Texas project for Human
Rights education, a re-
search-focused, curricul-
um-building program fun-
ded by the Boone Family
Foundation of dallas and
overseen by the embrey
Human Rights program
with the smU’s dedman
College of Humanities and
sciences.

The Texas project for
Human Rights education
program aims to expand
human rights education
throughout the state by
awarding grants to higher-

education teachers to con-
duct research and incorpo-
rate human rights into their
varied academic disci-
plines. other fellows in-
clude

smU professors sabri
ates and Noah simblist;
University of North Texas
political science professor
Idean salehyan; and two
Texas Tech professors Hans
Hansen and Jill patterson.

“This is an opportunity
for the fellows, and ulti-
mately their students, to un-
derstand how relevant
human rights is in any
field,” says embrey Human
Rights program director

Rick Halperin.each profes-
sor will receive about
$20,000 to fund trips, hu-
man rights courses and re-
search the Holocaust with a
focus on women’s rights, a
guiding force behind the
Boone Family Foundation. 

Candice Bledsoe teach-
es english at Tarrant
County College. Bledsoe
helps girls, minorities, and
economically disadvantag-
ed youth with their written
and oral communication
skills. 

Bledsoe believes, wor-
ks for, and loves her com-
munity. she is the Founder
of poetic diamonds and the
Cutting edge youth sum-
mit. poetic diamonds help
students with their verbal

and written com-
munication skills.
The Cutting edge
youth summit he-
lps to develop stu-
dents in the area of
mentorship, leader-
ship, and scholar-
ship. 

Bledsoe began
her studies as a
business professi-
onal seeking intel-
lectual growth, wi-
th a focus on
african american
literature and Hum-
an Rights. Her aca-
demic work had
such an impact that
she decided to lea-
ve the corporate
world to pursue a career in

academia and the nonprofit
sector. 

"my mls de-
gree enabled me to
more directly make a
difference in the
lives of others," she
says. "my studies
helped me realize
that all things are
possible."

Currently, Bled-
soe is also pursuing
a doctorate in Global
education at the
University of south-
ern California Ros-
sier school of edu-
cation.

For more details
about the program,
visit http://smu.edu/
humanrights or call
214-768-8347.

marjorie Craft is retired
from the food services in-

dustry with over 20 years
successful experience in

sales, marketing, and oper-
ations.  she will be hon-

ored at the up-
coming Hamil-
ton park Re-
union august
17 – 19. 

Craft has
served as a
consultant for
new compa-
nies in the area
of new busi-
ness develop-
ment; execu-
tive director
Nutrition ser-
vices for the
dallas public
schools; a di-
rector of sales
for pepsiCo/
Tricon Global
R e s t a u r a n t s
(yum Brands)
in the pizza

Hut division; and execu-
tive director of New Busi-

ness development for
orion Food systems.

Her service to the com-
munity includes having
served on the Board of Re-
gents for the University of
North Texas system (was
chair of the advancement
committee) and currently
serves on the  Board of di-
rectors for the UNT mur-
phy entrepreneurial Cen-
ter. she served as:  presi-
dent of the UNT alumni as-
sociation from 1999-2000;
the University’s school of
Hospitality & merchandis-
ing Board of Governors;
the Capital Campaign: an
act of leadership; Home-
coming committee chair;
and in many other areas in
support of the University
over the years.  In 1997
marjorie was recognized as
outstanding alum for her
service to the University.

Craft also actively sup-
ports several community
and civic organizations.

she was formerly a mem-
ber of the board of direc-
tors, Zale-lipshy Univer-
sity Hospital; a trustee for
the dallas museum of art;
The links Inc.; and the
salvation army’s advisory
Board (Greater dallas
metroplex). she currently
serves as a member of the
Board of visitors of UT
southwestern Health sys-
tem; and is a member of the
de soto Chamber of Com-
merce Board of directors.
marjorie is a golden life
member of delta sigma
Theta sorority, and a mem-
ber of oak Cliff Bible Fel-
lowship Church where she
has worked with the youth
ministry.

over the years, Craft

has spoken at numerous

conferences and seminars

in the foodservices indus-

try; university students and

alumni; and various com-

munity organizations.  she

received several awards

and recognition for her

contributions to the food-Marjorie Craft

When marcus was

ready to balance his

work/life he networked his

way from the retail indus-

try to technology sales.

after becoming an active

member of the austin

Chapter of the National

sales Network (NsN),

marcus us-ed the organi-

zation’s development op-

portunities and relation-

ships to grow within the

company, now overseeing

a $200 million dollar busi-

ness. august 8-11, the or-

ganization will highlight

their 20-year anniversary

of building success stories

at the annual conference

and diversity career fair to

be held in Baltimore,

maryland. 

This past June, marked

the 20th year of resource

sharing, professional de-

velopment and career ad-

vancement opportunities

provided by NsN for

african americans in the

sales industry as well as

entrepreneurs looking to

grow their business. From

a one-man start-up to more

than $2 million in total

contracts, Chuck said his

business would not be

where it is now if it were

not for NsN. 

"I started with a com-

puter and a desk, and a

membership in NsN. Be-

cause of the contacts we've

made over the years, my

company now develops

sales leaders through strat-

egy creation, training and

leadership coaching. In

short, we would not be the

success that we are today

if we had not joined

NsN,"  he said. 

Founder david

Richardson recog-

nized the need for

himself and others

in the sales indus-

try to be able to

network and learn

from each other.

"Being in sales, we

knew how impor-

tant networking

was to developing

leads and growing

a business, so we

were determined to

create an organiza-

tion that would

give those in our

industry an oppor-

tunity to both build

their assets and help

expand their careers,"

he said. 

Richardson, who

currently serv-es as

the NsN executive

director, said the or-

ganization str-ives to

be a resource for en-

trepreneurs as well as

sales professionals,

with a special devel-

opment track for

women. 

This emphasis on

females in sales was

crucial when st. louis

member myleekah

David Richardson
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In January of this year
we had conversations with
the oFa campaign.  at that
time, we were told that
money was not coming in as
expected so they could not
talk about advertising in
Black Newspapers.  In late
april, after we found out that
the oFa campaign had only
$800 million dollars, we put
together a very detailed ad-
vertising proposal for $21
million dollars, which in-
cluded multiple insertions in
all National Newspaper pub-
lishers association (NNpa)
publications from June
through November.  

The plan suggested a
campaign that encouraged

three phases of action.  The
first steps were “voters Reg-
istration - you can’t vote if
you are not registered.”  sec-
ond was, “proper Id - What
to take to the polls.”  Under-
standing that voter suppres-
sion laws vary from state to
state, it is important that vot-
ers know what to take to the
polls in order to vote.  The
last stop is “GoTv - get out
the vote.”  mobilizing our
communities to go to the
polls is the key to winning
the upcoming election.  our
proposal also included an ag-
gressive digital and social
media campaign as well.

Today, we are once
again in a position of being

taken for granted.  does Jim
messina know something
about Black folks that we
didn’t know?  I am begin-
ning to wonder where are
the Black Folks that are ad-
vising this campaign?  do
they not see the money
being spent around them?
are they not asking why are
there no Black pollsters, ad
agencies, placement, firms,
or other Black owned busi-
nesses reaping the benefits
of the only $3 Billion dol-
lars being spent in this cam-
paign season.  sHoW me
THe moNey!

at the end of the elec-
tion, over $3 Billion dollars
will be spent.  some people

will be very happy.  They
will not care who wins.  

To take a quote from
the movie Trading places,
“No matter what hap-
pens…. dUKe and dUKe
still get their commission!”
What are we to do?  do we
stand by and again wait
four more years?  let’s get
moving now!  

Come on Roland mar-
tin, Rev. sharpton, Rev.
Jackson, Cliff Kelly, steve
Harvey, oprah Winfrey!
let’s talk about this now.
sHoW me THe moN-
ey!

Cloves Campbell is the
Chairman of the NNPA.

By WalTeR smITH

The world applauded
when Barack obama was
elected the 44th president
of the United states in No-
vember of 2008.

people of color the
world over were ecstatic
over having someone they
could relate to as the leader
of the richest and most
powerful country in the
world.

Heads of states of for-
eign countries who were at
odds with the Us felt re-
lieved when obama sug-
gested that they stop fight-
ing and start talking.

He inspired hope in the
repressed, the downtrodden,
the disenfranchised, and the
poor.

The word was, “I never
thought I would live to see
the day a Black man would
be elected president of the
United states.”

His initial campaign
prompted every african
american newspaper in the
country to promote his can-
didacy pro bono through the
pages of their publications.

The cause for rejoicing
was things would be differ-
ent for people of color. a
person of color was in
charge of the Justice de-
partment of the United
states.

young people of color
the world over were in-
spired to look to higher
heights. They knew that if
they only applied them-
selves that anything was

possible. all glass ceilings
were broken and there was
no limit to personal growth.

publishers of the Black
press were encouraged pri-
marily because for years
they had tried to get adver-
tising from the Federal
Government with no
success.

presidential cam-
paigns meant millions
of dollars of income for
newspapers and other
media outlets. The
Black press usually got
less than 1 hundredth of
1% of this windfall.

It was tokenism at
best but that is what
they became accus-
tomed to in presidential
races.

They got peanuts
from the democrats and
nothing from the Re-
publicans.

In 2008, the presidential
elections cost a record- set-
ting $2.8 billion. To win
that election, Barack oba-
ma spent $740.6 million.
He spent approximately $1
million with the Black
press. The expense for the
current presidential race
will exceed $5 billion with
nearly $3 billion being
spent between Barack ob-
ama and mitt Romney. 

The National Newspa-
per publishers association
is composed of a group of
middle class entrepreneurs.
That same group, founded
in 1827 by John Russwurm
initiated the growth and
recognition of the talents

and contributions of african
americans to the Us.

In spite of the lack of
advertising revenue, the
Black press has been there
for all who needed to be
positively profiled, pro-
tected, and promoted for

whatever position in life
they were aspiring to.

Had there been no
Black press of america,
there would be no Barack
obama in the Whitehouse.

Barack obama won the
popular vote in 2008 by 4
percentages points. 52% for
the democrats and 48% for
the Republicans. The elec-
toral vote was a different
story.

However, if that popular
vote can be reversed cou-
pled with implementation
of the voter Id require-
ments which will eliminate
over 20 million voters from
the polls with a majority of
them african american,
obama can lose. The Re-

publicans are working hard
to reduce obama’s voting
base. 

voter Id laws have been
introduced in all except 9
states. In the first four
months of 2012, election
supervisors in Florida re-

moved nearly 7,000 vot-
ers from the rolls. de-
mocrat: 3,550 (51.20
percent) Republican:
1,206 (17.39 percent).
Tv ads are not going to
address these issues to
obama’s base, only the
Black press and the
Black church will.

If our president is se-
rious about winning this
election, he should con-
sider the proposal pre-
sented to the oFa cam-
paign by NNpa’s Chair-
man , Clovis Campbell.

obama’s current ad-
visors on the Black vote and
the Black press are no dif-
ferent today than they were
in 1976 with Jimmy Carter,
or in 1980, or 1984 or 1992,
or 1996, or 2008.

Tokenism is all they
knew then and tokenism is
all the current advisors
know now.

The Black press needs
to be recognized for the
work they have done and
invited to participate in the
economic windfall associ-
ated with presidential elec-
tions especially when a
Black candidate is running.

Walter Smith is the pub-
lisher of the New york Bea-
con.
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After the cancer
Getting through the

treatment may not be the end
of the story for teenagers or
young adults who have been
diagnosed with cancer. a
study says many of them
have chronic medical prob-
lems that may not be related
to cancer but may be related
to lifestyle.

Researchers saw that in
2009 national survey data on
4,000 teen and young adult
cancer survivors and about
345,000 people without can-
cer. The survivors were
more likely to report heart
disease, high blood pressure
and other conditions, and
were more likely to smoke
and to be obese.

at the Centers for dis-
ease Control and prevention,
researcher eric Tai:

“Cancer survivors need
to be aware of the long-term
risks associated with un-

healthy behaviors and chronic medical conditions.”
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Medicare prescription drug premiums
to remain steady for third straight year

average basic premi-
ums for medicare prescrip-
tion drug plans are pro-
jected to remain constant in
2013, Health and Human
services secretary (HHs)
Kathleen sebelius an-
nounced today.  The aver-
age 2013 monthly pre-
mium for basic prescrip-
tion drug coverage is ex-
pected to be $30. average
premiums for 2012 were
projected to be $30 and ul-
timately averaged $29.67.
at the same time, since the
law was enacted, seniors
and people with disabilities
have saved $3.9 billion on
prescription drugs as the
affordable Care act began
closing the “donut hole”
coverage gap.

“premiums are holding
steady and, thanks to the
health care law, millions of
people with medicare are
saving an average of over
$600 each year on their
prescription drugs,” said
secretary sebelius.  

Today’s projection for
the average premium for
2013 is based on bids sub-
mitted by drug and health
plans for basic coverage
during the 2013 benefit
year, and calculated by the
Centers for medicare &
medicaid services (Cms)
office of the actuary.  

The upcoming annual
enrollment period -- which
begins oct. 15 and ends
dec. 7, 2012 – allows peo-
ple with medicare, their
families and their care-
givers to choose their plans
for next year by comparing
their current coverage and
quality ratings to other plan
offerings. New benefit
choices are effective Jan. 1,
2013.

Because of the afford-
able Care act, out-of-
pocket savings on medica-
tions for people with
medicare continue to grow.
last month, Cms an-
nounced that more than 5.2
million people with medi-
care have saved over $3.9
billion on prescription
drugs in the medicare part
d donut hole since the law
was enacted.  In the first

half of 2012, over 1 million
people with medicare
saved a total of $687 mil-
lion on prescription drugs,
averaging $629 per person
this year.                                                                                                                                                          

as a result of the af-
fordable Care act, cover-
age for both brand name
and generic drugs in the
coverage gap will continue
to increase over time until
2020, when the coverage
gap will be fully closed.
This year, people with
medicare received a 50
percent discount on cov-
ered brand name drugs and
14 percent coverage of
generic drugs in the donut
hole. In 2013, medicare
part d’s coverage of brand
name drugs will begin to
increase, meaning that peo-
ple with medicare will re-
ceive  a total of 52.5 per-
cent off the cost of  brand
name drugs (a 50 percent
discount and an additional
2.5 percent in coverage)
and coverage for 21 per-
cent of the cost of generic
drugs in the donut hole.

For more information on
how the affordable Care
act closes the medicare
drug benefit donut hole,
visit: http://www.healthcare.
gov/law/features/65-older/
drug-discounts/ index.html

Humanitarian Hands Charities announces community outreach
mission for local refugee resource assistance center

Humanitarian Hands
Charities announced their
community outreach mis-
sion to launch a refugee re-
source center.  The center
will be located in dallas and
will provide workshops on
family structure, finances,
advanced esl classes, men-
tal health counseling, senior
citizens’ awareness and
much more.

The center, which is
slated to open in december
2012, will prove to be a vi-
able, and much needed re-
source for the community.
In fiscal year 2011, there
were 56,419 refugee arrivals
into the United states, with
Texas being the second high-
est recipient, receiving 5,623
refugees.  Refugee arrivals

are already at a total of 3,598
for the first quarter of this
year. 

Humanitarian Hands
Charities, an organization
that primarily supports
Ugandan orphans by provid-
ing housing, healthcare,
quality education, and job
skills training, felt the need
to provide support on a more
local level.  

“We were excited when
we performed a needs as-
sessment with local refugee
agencies who stated that
there was a critical need for
more concentrated and long-
termed refugee support sys-
tems to assist them in their
transition to an unknown en-
vironment and culture,”
noted mary Christopher,

Ceo and Co-founder of Hu-
manitarian Hands Charities.
“our focus is to provide re-
source services that will
make a substantial and sus-
taining difference in the
refugees’ lives.  Not only
will we be able to assist
african refugee youth, but
refugee youth and their fam-
ilies from all over the
world!”

plans for the refugee re-
source assistance center are
underway.  additional de-
tails will be highlighted at
the Humanitarian Hands
Charities’ upcoming “What
if …?” gala event in octo-
ber.  

For additional project
updates, visit www.hhchari-
ties.org.
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O R  D E N T I S T ’ S  O F F I C E .  C A L L  1  8 7 7  M E D  T R I P  T O  L E A R N  M O R E .

www.CHIPmedicaid.org
1-877-KIDS-NOW

bodybar™ opens second boutique fitness studio
bodybar™, a dallas-based

boutique fitness studio featur-
ing high-energy pilates, will
open the doors to its plano lo-
cation with a grand opening
event for the family on satur-

day, september 8 on the south-
east corner of park and pre-
ston. The event will last from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., but the fes-
tivities will continue all week
with free classes for anyone

who registers at www.body-
barstudios.com.

Created as more than just
a workout studio, bodybar is a

See FITNESS, Page 8



The 11th Annual Ethiopian Day
includes the first Taste of Ethiopia

The mutual assistance

association For The ethi-

opian Community (maa-

eC, Inc.) in dallas-Fort

Worth and The ethiopian

day 2012 organizing Com-

mittee have announced the

upcoming 11th anniversary

of ethiopian day. They also

announced the first Taste of

ethiopia. This annual cele-

bration will be held at plano

Centre, 2000 east spring

Creek parkway, plano TX

75074, during the labor

day weekend on september

1-2 from 11 a.m. to mid-

night.

“The ethiopian com-

munity is a growing com-

munity with an estimated

35,000 residents in the

dallas-Fort Worh and sur-

rounding towns. maa-

eC, Inc. is proud to pres-

ent our first Taste of

ethiopia to dFW to en-

hance the relationship be-

tween the ethiopian com-

munity and the diverse

global groups in the area”

said mac mekonnen, the

executive director of

maaeC, Inc.  

"Come and experience

the sights, sounds, and

tastes of ethiopia along

with the famous ethiopian

coffee ceremony. various

local ethiopian restau-

rants and caterers will be

providing free samples of

food and local beverages.

several historical and cul-

tural presentations includ-

ing cultural dance per-

formances, fashion show,

and short films will be

part of the program."

maaeC is a nonprofit

501 C Tax exempt organ-

ization, more info at

www. maaecdallas.org.

The Hamilton park

school will celebrate its 57th

school-wide reunion from

Friday, august 17 through

sunday, august 19.

on Friday night, there

will be a social mixer with

food, socializing, dancing,

vendors and photographs.

attendees will also be able to

cast their votes for the 2012

Hamilton park Wall of Fame.

on saturday morning,

participants will embark on a

guided tour of the Hamilton

park pacesetter magnet

school. on saturday eve-

ning, there will be a banquet

at the Hyatt Hotel in

Richardson, where Hamilton

park graduates marjorie Bo-

wens Craft and donald pay-

ton will give speeches.

on sunday morning,

guests will attend Hamilton

park First Baptist Church in

Richardson at 10:30 a.m.,

where dr. Gregory Foster is

the senior pastor.

The Hamilton park co-

mmunity includes many no-

tables NFl players andre

Tillman, aundra “Boomy”

Thompson, Carl “spider”

lockhart, everson Walls,

Faddie Tillman, Kevin mu-

rphy, and Terrel Harris, a

member of the miami Heat,

the 2012 NBa championship

winners.

attendees will include

Hamilton park High sc-

hool graduates, Hamilton

park pacesetter magnet

(Hppm) former students,

retired teachers, Hppm cur-

rent faculty and staff, origi-

nal ho-meowners from

Hamilton park, Richardson

Independent school district

board members, Texas In-

struments representatives,

elected officials and com-

munity me-mbers.

The ticket price is $60

and is available with more

information on the organi-

zation’s website: www.hp-

schoolwidereunion.org.

Community News
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Hamilton Park celebrates its
school wide reunion in August

CHIP covers prescriptions, dentist visits, eyeglasses,  
and more. See if you may qualify. Apply online or  
call 1-877-543-7669.

www.CHIPmedicaid.org  |  1-877-KIDS-NOW

Surprised?  
$50 or less covers all your  

children for one year.

Family Size 
(Adults + Kids) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Yearly  
Family Income
Before Taxes

Up to 
$22,340

Up to 
$30,260

Up to 
$38,180

Up to 
$46,100

Up to 
$54,020

Up to 
$61,940

Up to 
$69,860

Up to 
$77,780
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services industry including

the International Food

manufacturers associa-

tions’  “silver plate award

in 1991”, and the Round-

table for Women in Food

services’ “pacesetter

award”. she was president

of the Texas association of

school Nutrition from

1986-1987.

she was among 25 suc-

cessful women in dallas

profiled in the Book

Women Who Have Won

by moor & Northum and

was listed in The lives and

Times of dallas Black

Women by sanders and

Winegarten. 

Craft currently enjoys

coaching and empowering

individuals to move for-

ward and fulfill his/her

God given potential in

every area of life: time

management, relationships,

health, work, finances and

spiritual life. 

she enjoys aerobic ex-

ercise, travel, art and fash-

ion design.  she loves her

bible study with Bible

study Fellowship (BsF).

she is married to Robert

earl Craft and has one

adult daughter, Catrina

marchelle Craft Jenkins

and son-in-law Brent

lamar Jenkins.
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Collin College receives
$192,859 job-training grant

Collin College has part-
nered with a manufacturing
consortium to provide job
training using a $192,859
skills development Fund
grant from the Texas Work-
force Commission (TWC).
The businesses partnering
in the grant include advan-
tage machine and manufac-
turing, Natural polymer In-

ternational Corp. and Net-
work engines Inc.

The grant will be used
to custom train 99 new and
incumbent workers in man-
ufacturing software pack-
ages and processes, as well
as project management, and
financial accounting. It will
help the participating busi-
nesses expand, upgrade em-

ployee skills to handle
higher production and sales
volumes, and increase pro-
ductivity. Those trained will
include technical support
specialists, electronic tech-
nicians and machinists.
Upon completion of train-
ing, the workers will earn
an average hourly wage of
$25.22.

CRAFT, continued from page 2
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North Lake College & Irving ISD
Recognize Future Scientists

North lake College re-
cently held a ceremony to
recognize 23 Irving Isd
students who participated in
Texprep, a math-based
summer enrichment pro-
gram. The ceremony also
celebrated the new partner-
ship between North lake
and the Irving Isd.
Through the program, stu-
dents studied science, tech-
nology, engineering, and

math in a college setting.
They needed a grade of 85
percent or higher in science,
math, and english and they
had to submit an essay to
take the seven-week pro-
gram.

“The program’s goals
are to prepare students for
the future,” said lynda ed-
wards, dean of educational
partnership and recruit-
ment, “The emphasis on

sTem is consistent with
our emphasis to promote
the sciences as a strong
component of North lake
College.”

at the ceremony, each
student talked about how
they felt about the program.
Irving Isd superintendent
dr. dana Bedden also
spoke and parents received
certificates of support.

PUC offers summer energy
conservation tips for Texans

The heart of summer
in the lone star state
brings scorching hot tem-
peratures and increased
electricity usage, as Tex-
ans try to beat the heat by
cranking up the air condi-
tioning.

as part of its new

power to save campaign,

the public Utility Commission

of Texas (pUC) is reminding

all residents to do their part to

conserve electricity during the

dog days of summer. Taking a

few simple steps will not only

help the state save energy, but

will also help consumers re-

See ENERGY, Page 8

was between jobs. When

the economy took a turn

and I was between jobs, I

was encouraged to attend

the NsN conference. I

knew I had the talent and

skills, I just needed to get

in front of the right people

- and I did because of

NsN, she said. The con-

ference proved to be right

antidote for a struggling

economy. 

NsN has nearly 2,000

members and is comprised

of 18 affiliate chapters -

including dallas - across

the country. It is the lead-

ing networking organiza-

tion for african-american

sales professionals in the

United states, whose main

goal is to provide re-

sources that meet the pro-

fessional and developmen-

tal needs of the african

american sales and sales

management profession-

als. more than 40 hiring

corporations will partici-

pate in the career fair at

this year’s conference. or-

ganization sponsorship is

available for corporations

at both the national and af-

filiate levels. 

For information, visit

www.salesnetwork.org or

call 678-525-4507. 

ROBINSON, continued from page 2

lCG filed a 51-page breach of
contract lawsuit accusing City
manager Tommy Gonzalez of
making "every effort to kill
the project” including refus-
ing “to even meet with repre-
sentatives of lCG to discuss
this favorable proposal,” they
allege he instead hired “trial
lawyers.” 

The lawsuit includes alle-
gations Gonzalez or “some-
one acting on his behalf”
leaked confidential informa-
tion during standard and
poor’s rating review process.
In the end, s&p did not issue
a favorable rating on the pro-
posed $146 million bond
package. 

The more personal accu-
sations against Gonzalez in-
clude the suggestion he runs

his staff "as a petty tyrant"
punishing those he perceives
as disloyal. The lawsuit al-
leges he shows favoritism
when selecting vendors and
hiring staff. They accuse him
of coercing lCG into hiring a
personal friend facing fore-
closure and indicated if they
submitted her payment of
$6,000 on the next payment
request (draw) the City would
process the payment request.
according to the lawsuit,
these are the funds the friend
needed to avoid foreclosure. 

lCG alleges Gonzales'
lack of support stems from
their refusal to make a dona-
tion to the private school his
children attend. They even
suggest this is part of a pat-
tern, referring to alleged pres-

sure he made on a vendor
when he was the lubbock
City manager. 

The lawsuit also accuses
mayor Beth van duyne of at-
tempting to sabotage the proj-
ect through her hostile city
council resolutions, including
20 separate resolutions on
February 28, 2012 for an up-
coming march special meet-
ing. The lawsuit states that de-
spite the City Council voting
down the resolutions, the
damage was done. 

mayor van duyne dis-
missed the lawsuit in com-
ments to the dallas observer
saying, “"The city has done
everything they were obli-
gated to do. It's nothing but a
smear campaign."

COUNCIL, continued from page 1



state Representa-
tive eric Johnson (d-
dallas) and the Rev-
erend dr. Henry l.
masters, senior pastor
of st. luke "Commu-
nity" United metho-
dist Church, will co-
host a town hall meet-
ing bringing together
representatives of the
local community and
law enforcement offi-
cials. The purpose of
the meeting is to fos-

ter a dialogue between
the local community
and law enforcement
in order to reduce vio-
lent crime and reverse
the uptick in police re-
lated shootings in the
City of dallas. 

"It is time for
those of us who care
about our community
and who are interested
in discussing this
issue in an honest and

Arts & Entertainmentwww.NorthDallasGazette.com Community Spotlight
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Rep. Eric Johnson

Rep. Eric Johnson and Rev. Dr. Henry L. Masters
co-hosting Community and Police Town Hall Summit

a group of 20 smU stu-

dents, faculty and staff will

be in Rwanda aug. 3–13 to

witness the deep emotional,

physical and environmental

scars of genocide while

contributing to the african

country’s recovery efforts.

after Rwanda’s 1994

civil war, in which as many

as a million people were

killed in 100 days, “history

lives on,” says Rick Hal-

perin, director of smU’s

embrey Human Rights pro-

gram, the trip’s sponsor.

“The ethnic tensions

that led to mass slaughter

18 years ago still reside

below the surface,” Hal-

perin says. “and while the-

re’s no imminent danger of

such ethnic violence reoc-

curring, Rwandan society is

clearly struggling to heal.” 

To contribute to the

healing process, trip par-

ticipants will give the Uru-

kundo Home for Children

200 pounds of school sup-

plies donated by the smU

community, 250 pou-nds

of books for children and

young adults given by

Half price Books, and

$2,000 worth of medical

supplies provided in part

by project C.U.R.e., a

denver-based service

group for which smU stu-

dent Hayley Wagner is a

summer intern.

The smU group also

will visit genocide sites and

meet with survivors.

For more details about

trips sponsored by the em-

brey Human Rights pro-

gram in smU’s dedman

College of Humanities &

sciences, visit smu.edu/hu-

manrights or call 214-768-

8347.

SMU student (now alumna) Astrud Villareal helps with a construc-
tion project at the Urukundo Home for Children during a Embrey
Human Rights Program trip to Rwanda. Photo by Sherry Aikman.

SMU Group Visits Rwanda
to Learn, Give Supplies

   
    

See jOhNSON, Page 13

dip your paws in the
water with your faithful ca-
nine companion saturday,
august 18 from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. at Holford pool.  entry
fees are $5 per dog and $1
per human, cash only.  

enjoy a ton of dog-riffic
activities including: an un-
leashed fence area with
swimming and wading
pools, tote bags for the first
300 paid attendees, low cost
vaccines and micro-chip-
ping, dog agility play area

with balls and squeaky toys,
local rescue groups with
their adoptable dogs. Retail
vendors will include pet sup-
plies and services, dog
bathing and nail trimming.
Food and snow cones for
people, as well as doggy
treats will be available for
purchase. 

Garland animal services
will be on hand offering low-
cost rabies vaccinations, as
well as pet registration for
animals belonging to Gar-

land residents. The registra-
tion fee is $5 per year for
sterilized animals and $15
for unsterilized pets.   Three
year registration is available
for $15 for sterilized animals
and $45 for unsterilized ani-
mals. 

Garland pawsibilities as-
sists Garland animal serv-
ices by helping place adopt-
able pets in forever homes.
For more information, email
info@garlandpaws.org or
visit www.garlandpaws.org.

Garland hosting Dog-A-Palooza
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It’s Free Checking.
It’s a Money Market.
(Ahh…it’s the perfect blend of both.)

Absolute Checking means no monthly fees, loads of free 

extras to access your cash and premium interest of 1%
APY1. 

It's everything you've always wanted in checking.
972-578-5000  viewpointbank.com

1. APY=Annual Percentage Yield. Rates subject to change. To earn the highest APY, all of the following are required. Otherwise you will earn the lowest APY. (a) Receive monthly direct deposit or use Qwik Pay to make one online bill payment per month. (b) 
Receive your statements and notices electronically through Online Banking. (c) Use your Absolute Checking Visa Check Card at least 15 times per month for purchases. If requirements are met, rates quoted as of August 1, 2012, were the following: 1% APY on 
$0 - $25,000; 0.35% APY on $25,000.01 - $100,000; and 0.35% APY on all deposits over $100,000. If requirements are NOT met, the rate is 0.01% APY. $100 minimum opening deposit required. Only one account per primary owner. You must live in the State 
of Texas to be eligible for this account.
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duce their monthly utility

bills, keeping more money

in their pockets without af-

fecting their comfort. 

during the summer,

electricity usage is highest

between 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.

The pUC is asking Texans

to conserve electricity dur-

ing these peak hours by de-

laying heavy electricity

consumption activities –

such as running the wash-

ing machine or dishwasher

– until later in the evening.

“last summer’s record

heat and drought presented

challenges that we had to

overcome. despite 90 days

of triple-digit weather in

parts of Texas, we avoided

critical conditions due to

the public’s response. This

year, we are again encour-

aging people to make small

changes to their daily rou-

tines,” said Chairman don-

na Nelson of the public

Utility Commission of

Texas. “simple steps such

as raising your air condi-

tioner one to two degrees,

closing window blinds and

turning off lights can make

a huge difference in helping

us meet our energy conser-

vation goals.”

Turning up your air

conditioning by only one or

two degrees can reduce

your energy usage by 16

percent and save you mon-

ey, Nelson added. Turning

the electric water heater

down by 10 degrees can re-

duce energy consumption

by 5 percent. Using a pro-

grammable thermostat can

make it easier to reduce

electricity usage between 3

p.m. and 7 p.m.

at the centerpiece of

the campaign is a new web-

site, www.powerTosa-ve-

Texas.org, which shares in-

formation on reducing en-

ergy usage and features

links to both track your

usage and shop for the low-

est electricity rates avail-

able. Users can even sign

up to receive energy alerts

via email, to help avoid out-

ages

The pUC offers the fol-

lowing simple tips for Tex-

ans to conserve electricity

this summer.

ENERGY, continued from page 6 Air Conditioning and Heating
• Ideally, try to set thermostats to 78 degrees or higher, but even 1-2 degrees
higher than your usual setting helps reduce electricity usage.  Use fans to make
rooms feel four to six degrees cooler 
• Make sure windows and doors are closed tightly
• Close blinds or drapes on windows that get direct sunlight

Washers, Dryers and Dishwashers
• Only run these appliances when they are fully loaded – and after 7 p.m. – to
keep the house cooler and reduce electricity usage during peak times 
• Wash laundry with cold water, and don’t overfill the dryer 
• Dry laundry in back-to-back loads to take advantage of the already-heated dryer
• Make sure the outside dryer air vent is properly sealed 
• Use the air-dry setting on dishwashers to prevent heating the kitchen with the
heat-dry setting

Lighting and Other Electrical Equipment 
• Turn off lights, TVs and other electrical equipment when not in use. Devices that
are not running but are plugged in still consume energy, so unplug devices and
turn off power strips. 
• Set computers and monitors to “sleep” when idle for more than a few minutes. 
• Do not run kitchen or bathroom ventilation fans longer than necessary because
they replace inside air with warmer air from outside.

More energy-saving tips can be found on the Power to Save website at
www.powertosavetexas.org.

fitness experience developed
from the mutual passion of
Kristin moses, professional
dan-cer, strength trainer and
pilates master trainer, and lau-
rie Gatlin, business develop-
ment and marketing strategist.
moses and Gatlin share more

than 45 years of business and
fitness expertise. 

“We are excited to expand
our business to the North
Texas community,” owner
laurie Gatlin said. “our goal
is to provide a unique experi-
ence that allows the commu-

nity to nourish their bodies in
every form – whether it’s
through cutting-edge fitness
methods, a raw juice bar, styl-
ish, athletic clo-thing or overall
wellness.” 

The studio will offer fit-
ness classes in addition to its

popular raw juice and
smoothie bar, a line of signa-
ture scent candles and workout
apparel. The studio is designed
by California-native Carly
Bla-ylock and reflects an ener-
gized, inspirational environ-
ment. Customers will have ac-

cess to the bodybar patented
cardio chair and high-energy
pilates routines featuring the
signature “bodybar burst” rou-
tines that are not currently
practiced anywhere in the dal-
las-Fort Worth area. 

The studio is located on

the southeast corner of park
and preston (1900 preston Rd.,
suite 269), about 30 minutes
from downtown dallas. For
more information, visit their
website at www. bodybarstu-
dios.com and follow them on
Facebook and Twitter.

FITNESS, continued from page 4



By FReddIe alleN

(NNpa) – economists

are breathing a sigh of relief

after the labor department

reported last week that em-

ployers added 163,000

workers to their payrolls

last month, doubling the

80,000 jobs added in June.

more jobs were added in

July than in the previous

two months combined

(69,000 jobs were picked up

in may).

The unemployment rate

still managed to creep up to

8.3 percent from 8.2 percent

in June, confounding sup-

porters of president mitt

obama and rallying the Re-

publicans eager for the

showdown in November.

How can the unemploy-

ment rate go up as the econ-

omy gains jobs? It depends

on whom you ask. The

labor department utilizes

two different surveys to

measure the employment

outlook in the U.s. The

government polls business

owners to get the jobs num-

ber, which economists say

is a more accurate gauge of

employment trends. The un-

employment rate is derived

from household surveys.

When it comes to the

Black unemployment rate,

it doesn’t matter who you

ask – the numbers are dis-

mal.

In July, the unemploy-

ment rate for Blacks was

14.1 percent, a slight de-

crease fromvcJune’s 14.4

percent while the jobless

rate for Whites stayed flat at

7.4 percent. Black women

fared better in July (12.5

percent) than June (13.7

percent), but nowhere near

as well as White women

who, even with a slight in-

crease (7.3 from 7.0 per-

cent), still landed below the

national average of 8.3 per-

cent. In comparison, Black

men fared far worse than

the other groups nearly dou-

bling the national average

from July with an increase

from 15.1 percent to 15.8

percent. The rate for White

men dipped slightly from

7.6 to 7.5 percent.

Heidi shierholz, an

economist with the eco-

nomic policy Institute, said

that July’s unemployment

numbers indicate that the

economy is making “slow

and rocky progress.” The

U.s. economy added

151,000 jobs per month on

average for the first seven

months of 2012. In 2011,

employers hired roughly

153,000 workers a month.

“If we were at full em-

ployment, we’d be happy

with those numbers, be-

cause they’re enough to

keep up with population

growth,” shierholz said.

But when millions of amer-

icans are out of work or

have simply given up hope

of ever finding a job and

earning a living wage,

adding 151,000 jobs a

month just won’t cut it.

“The number of jobs we

need to get back to full em-

ployment is around 10 mil-

lion,” shierholz explained.

“at that pace, it’s going to

take so long to get back to

anything that looks like

health in the labor market.

That is just completely un-

acceptable.”

other economists sug-

gest that the fierce political

climate and partisan bicker-

ing in Washington has rede-

fined just what we are will-

ing to accept.

steven pitts, labor pol-

icy specialist at University

of California- Berkeley’s

labor Center, compared the

unhealthy job market to

someone who is danger-

ously overweight. If that

person’s ideal weight is 185

pounds, but their actual

weight is 400

pounds, when that

person loses 10

pounds, of course

it’s an improve-

ment – but they’re

still grossly over-

weight. If we be-

gin to celebrate

meager gains in

the economy, pitts

suggested that we

may begin to set-

tle for less: health-

ier than last

month, but only an oreo

away from cardiac arrest.

“my fear is that we get

to a new normal,” said pitts.

a new normal for Blacks

would translate into depres-

sion-level unemployment

rates, overcrowded food

banks and half-empty shop-

ping malls.

For economists such as

shierholz, it’s ultimately up

to the government to step

up and boost the economy

through practical fiscal pol-

icy.

“The economics are

clear,” shierholz said.

“[The economy] needs

more fiscal stimulus and

more relief to state and local

governments, so that we can

stop hemorrhaging jobs at

the state and local levels.”

Relief to state and local

governments will spur job

growth in the public sector

where Blacks find employ-

ment at much higher rates

than other groups. In a 2011

research brief on Black

workers in the public sector

pitts wrote:

the public sector is the

single most important

source of employment for

African Americans.

During 2008-2010,

21.2% of all Black workers

are public employees, com-

pared with 16.3% of non-

Black workers. Both before

and after the onset of the

Great Recession,

African Americans were

30% more likely than other

workers to be employed in

the public sector.

For both men and

women, the median wage

earned by Black employees

is significantly higher in the

public sector than in other

industries.

Prior to the recession,

the wage differential be-

tween Black and White

workers was less in the pub-

lic sector than in the overall

economy.

For decades, jobs in the

public sector have been the

most stable, highest-paying

jobs that Blacks could find.

you could raise a family,

get health insurance and

send your children to

school.

“you’re not going to get

rich on a [public sector

salary], but you’re going to

be okay,” said shierholz.

“The loss of state and local

jobs means that the Black

community gets hit dispro-

portionally hard.”

as the economy added

163,000 private sector jobs

in July, it shed 9,000 public

sector jobs.

layoffs and deep cuts in

public sector spending can

lead to an erosion in con-

sumer spending power and

with Black buying power

expected to top a trillion

dollars by 2015, depression-

level unemployment and

joblessness in the Black

community could continue

to weigh down a sluggish

economic recovery for

years to come.

“It’s going to be at least

another five years maybe

more before we get back to

something that looks like a

healthy labor market,”

shierholz said. “It’s horri-

bly disappointing and

tragic.

In July, the unemployment rate for Blacks was 14.1 per-
cent, a slight decrease from June’s 14.4 percent while the

jobless rate for Whites stayed flat at 7.4 percent. Black
women fared better in July (12.5 percent) than June (13.7
percent), but nowhere near as well as White women who,

even with a slight increase (7.3 from 7.0 percent), still
landed below the national average of 8.3 percent. In com-
parison, Black men fared far worse than the other groups

nearly doubling the national average from July with an in-
crease from 15.1 percent to 15.8 percent. The rate for

White men dipped slightly from 7.6 to 7.5 percent.
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Economy continues sluggish
recovery – but not for Blacks



acclaimed actress, Naa-
Cp Image award Nominee
and dove award-Winning
singer Tamela mann holds #2
position at Gospel radio for a
second week with her hit sin-
gle Take me To The King, fea-
turing Kirk Franklin.

"I am grateful for the
blessings God has given me,
and I am humbled by the im-
pact this song is having on
people around the country,"
said Tamela. "It is my passion
to put out music that gives
people hope and encourage-
ment, even in their darkest
hour, and I believe 'Take me

To The King' is a song that
speaks to those struggling and
empowers them to stay faith-
ful." 

Take me To The King,
penned and produced by Kirk
Franklin, is the debut single
from Tamela's forthcoming
Cd, Best days. The Cd hits
stores on august 14, 2012
through Tillymann music
Group Inc. and distributed by
Central south distribution.
The Cd, produced by myron
Butler and Franklin, features
12 songs including stand-out
tracks I'll Hold on, Best days,
and Back In The day praise.

Best days is available for
presale on amazon. com,
BestBuy.com, iTunes, Tar-
get.com and Walmart. com.

Car Review
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Arts & Entertainment Check out Arts and Entertainment Calendar on www.NorthDallasGazette.com

Do you have a upcoming event? Send information to: Entertainment@NorthDallasGazette.com

NDG Gossip: Rapper Drake going back to school for his Diploma
By KeNdRIa BRoWN

NDG INTeRN

The Canadian-born rap-
per, once featured in the tele-
vision series deGrassi as the
handicap student, Jimmy
Brooks, is now back in school
for real this time to finish up
something long overdue: his
high school diploma. 

although the rapper is
currently signed to young

money as a recording artist,
he knows that having a
high-school diploma or
Ged is something that
could never be replaced. It’s
never too late, as drake will
put it- “I’m actually spend-
ing my summer graduating
high school. That’s my main
focus after ovo Fest. I only

Tamela Mann’s Take Me to the
King  remains #2 for 2nd week

See DRAkE, Page 15

Tamela Mann

The african ame-rican
museum will host, Native
sons, an exhibition of two na-
tive dallasites, pat-rick
Crouch and John spriggins,
July 27 – september 7, 2012.
The soulful, musically in-
spired works of patrick
Crouch and the colorful,
graphic imagery of John
spriggins will be on display at
the museum though septem-
ber 7, 2012. This unique show
is a homecoming of sorts for
the two artists who both
earned Bachelors of Fine arts
degrees from Texas a&m
University-Commerce. an
opening reception will be held
on Tuesday, august 7, 2012.

patrick Crouch’s paint-
ings give a nod to the history
of collage found in the likes of
master artists Jacob lawrence

and Romare Bearden.
Crouch’s flat, geometric fig-
ures are interwoven with
pieces of color fabric that add
texture to the energetic, ges-
tural lines of his musical com-
positions.  This passion that

began as a child has evolved
into a gratifying livelihood.”
you can also find Crouch
teaching visual arts at dallas’s
skyline High school.

Conversely, John sprig-
gins offers a brief retrospec-
tive of his artwork from the
past ten years. Representation
from three separate bodies of
work gives us a visual sam-
pling of what can be described
as Text, Color, and Image.
John, too, uses the medium of
collage in his artwork boast-
ing bold contrasting colors
and found text. “This is a spe-
cial opportunity for me in that
I grew up in the Fair park area
… it is very exciting”, says
spriggins. John is also a pro-
fessor of arts and Humanities
for both dallas and Tarrant
County Colleges.

African American Museum to feature
exhibition by two Dallas natives

sales of existing homes
in the 29-county North Texas
region are up 16 percent so
far this year compared to the
same period last year. The
Fort Worth Star-telegram re-

ported that real estate agents
say that activity has picked
up this year as first- or sec-
ond-time buyers are finding
low mortgage rates and
plenty of available homes.

The newspaper reported that
the median selling price of
homes is up 7 percent, mak-
ing the first half of 2012 the
strongest six-month period
since the housing crisis.

North Texas sales of existing
homes rise 16 percent



scribed as a good gymnast with
great potential, to 2012 london
olympic champion is well doc-
umented.  But the true political
and social lessons to be culled
from Gabby’s experience, espe-
cially the move to West des
moines, have only been men-
tioned in fairy tale fashion. The
potential that her life template
has for resolving residual racism
and social division issues has
been overlooked. 

First, how a white family
(parton) and a black family
(Hawkins) came together to dis-
cuss the mutual benefits and
risks of working together to pol-
ish a diamond in the rough
(Gabby). 

second, how both families
mentored and polished the
rough diamond to discover its
inherent beauty, character,
charisma, strength, tenacity, self-
esteem and worth. 

Third, how each family
opened itself to core growth and
expanded mutual understanding
by intimately sharing their di-
versity and gaining a synergistic
advantage. 

In the end both families val-
idated that by working together
they could achieve an objective
that would have been statisti-
cally impossible to achieve
alone. 

The net result of the two
families’ mutual cooperation,
jointly sharing responsibility for

a common objective, and utiliz-
ing available resources (Coach
liang Chow) was the rough di-
amond (Gabby) became a crown
jewel that not only accom-
plished her childhood dream but
also brought honor and glory to
both families and to america. 

a yet to be realized benefit
is the parton siblings are going
to have an excellent foundation
for success in a multi-cultural,
multi-racial society because of
their participation in the
Hawkins-parton partnership. 

It does not take rocket sci-
ence or genius intelligence to
translate the methodology im-
plemented by the Hawkins and
parton families into a universal
template that could revive a
stagnating america at the fed-
eral, state, local and individual
level if partisanship, racism,
negativism, egotism, personal
agendas, and greed could be
subordinated to the mutually ad-
vantageous  “greater good”. 

Quantifying the lifetime
success of the Hawkins-parton
partnership will be an ongoing
endeavor, however, the interim
data from both Gabby’s
olympic gymnastics perform-
ance and her post- performance
news conferences portend ex-
ceptional results. 

In her gold medal perform-
ances Gabby flew higher, wob-
bled less on dismounts, and
showed incredible athleticism

that made even her difficult rou-
tines look easy. she started her
rotations by landing the ex-
tremely complex amanar vault
— which includes one flip and
two and a half twists — and
never relinquished the lead. Her
role in the Hawkins-parton part-
nership taught her to be focused,
confident and comfortable with
adversity.

at the news conference fol-
lowing the gold medal presenta-
tion Gabby’s charm and de-
meanor had the international
cadre of reporters spell bound.
Her responses to two of the
questions illustrate this. 

When asked if she watched
the scoreboard at any time prior
to the final results being re-
vealed Gabby flashed her
megawatt smile for a few sec-
onds before responding.

she then admitted she
couldn’t resist peeping. she
stated in a moderately apolo-
getic tone, “a few times even
though Coach Chow advised me
not to.  after the vault.”  she
then paused and began to giggle
sheepishly while adding, “and
bars. and beam. and floor.”
Then she finished the response
by explaining, “I’m sorry, I had
to see”. 

The entire room erupted in
laughter--entranced by her
youthful vulnerability-- after the
reporter chided, “you broke
Coach’s rule?” They were putty

in her hands for the remainder of
the press conference.

“What about the pressure?
do you embrace the pressure”,
a reporter asked? 

“pressure is not bad”, she
said. “pressure means Game on.
Can you do it or not. pressure
makes you do greater and better

things. It hypes me up.  It pumps
me up. It makes me want to stick
every landing and make sharp
movements to get as many
tenths as possible.  pressure
helps motivate me.”

“It was just an amazing
feeling,” she said, giggling. “I
was just like, believe, don’t fear,

believe. I just wanted to seize
the moment. you have to learn
how to enjoy the moment.” 

america, it’s time to seize
the moment by embracing the
Hawkins-parton philosophy. 

Comments or opinions may
be sent to James W. Breedlove
at: www.truthclinic.com.
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Don’t miss VISIONS: 
The Women’s Expo 
at Market Hall during 
August 25-26!
For more than twenty years VISIONS:  

The Women’s Expo has been a fun place 

to shop, grow and experience fashion,  

beauty, nutrition, exercise, professional organization tips, entertainment,  

cooking and a chance to meet famous chefs. VISIONS is the premier women’s 

expo in the Southwest.

This year’s guest speaker Victoria Snee shares her best secrets in her new  

book “The Beauty Buzz.” She interviewed celebrities and their make-up artists  

to find out what products stars like Angelina Jolie and Jennifer Lopez use  

to stay beautiful. Have fun while learning ways to make your life even better!

VISIONS: The Women’s Expo 

Aug. 25—26; Sat. 10 a.m.— 6 p.m. to Sun. 11 a.m. — 5 p.m. 

Dallas Market Hall  2200 North Stemmons Freeway  75207

General Admission: Adults $10; advance tickets $8 

http://www.adjuvantexpos.com/ 

Free parking

collin.edu

...one student at a time

Making a mark on history...

DOUGLAS, continued from page 1
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ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSID-

ERING ADOPTION?  You

choose from families na-

tionwide.  LIVING EXPEN-

SES PAID.  Abby's One

True Gift Adoptions.  866-

413-6292, 24/7 Void/Illi-

nois  

AUTOS WANTED

TOP CASH FOR CARS,

Any Car/Truck, Running or

Not. Call for INSTANT

offer: 1-800-454-6951  

EDUCATION

Finish High School at

home in a few weeks. First

Coast Academy, 1-800-

658-1180x130. www.fc-

ahighschool.org

ELECTRONICS

Direct To Home Satellite

TV $19.99/mo. Free In-

stallation FREE HD/DVR

Upgrade Credit / Debit

Card Req. Call 1-800-795-

3579

EMPLOYMENT

Check This!!! Just Com-

pleted High School, Look-

ing for your first phenome-

nal opportunity. Travel

Earning Big $$$. No Ex-

perience. Paid Training

877-646-5050

hEALTh & FITNESS

TAKE VIAGRA?  SAVE

$500!  100mg, / Cialis

20mg.  40+4 FREE, PILLS

.   Only $99.00  Discreet.

.1-888-797-9024  

hELP WANTED

HIRING: Workers Needed

to Assemble Products at

Home. No selling, $500

weekly potential. Info. 1-

985-646-1700 DEPT.

CAD-4085

MISCELLANEOUS

Feeling older? In men,

testosterone declines as

they age. Call 1-866-455-

0652 for a    FREE trial of

Progene- Natural Testos-

terone Supplement  

SOCIAL SECURITY DIS-

ABILITY BENEFITS. WIN

or Pay Nothing! Start Your

Application In Under 60

Seconds. Contact Disabil-

ity Group, Inc. Licensed

Attorneys & BBB Accred-

ited. Call 1-888-606-4790

CANADA DRUG CEN-

TER. Safe and affordable

medications. Save up to

90% on your medication

needs. Call 1-888-734-

1530 ($25.00 off your first

prescription and free ship-

ping.)  

AIRLINE CAREERS begin

here - Become an Aviation

Maintenance Tech. FAA

approved training. Finan-

cial aid if qualified - Hous-

ing available. Job place-

ment assistance. Call AIM

(866)453-6204 

ATTEND COLLEGE ON-

LINE from Home.  *Med-

ical, *Business, *Criminal

Justice, *Hospitality. Job

placement assistance.

Computer available. Fi-

nancial Aid if qualified.

Call 800-494-3586 www.

CenturaOnline.com

Meet singles right now!

No paid operators, just

real people like you.

Browse greetings,    ex-

change messages and

connect live. Try it free.

Call now 1-888-909-9905  

CASH FOR CARS,   Any

Make or Model! Free Tow-

ing.   Sell it TODAY. In-

stant offer: 1-800-864-

5784  

MEMORYFOAM THERA-

PEDIC NASA  MAT-

TRESSES T-$299 F-$349

Q-$399 K-$499 AD-

JUSTABLES - $799

FREE DELIVERY LIFE-

TIME WARRANTY 90

NIGHT TRIAL 1-800-AT-

SLEEP 1-800-287-5337

WWW. MATTRESSD.

COM

WANTED TO bUY

Wants to purchase miner-

als and other oil and gas

interests. Send details to

P.O. Box 13557 Denver,

Co. 80201

CA$H PAID - up to

$26/Box for unexpired,

sealed DIABETIC TEST

STRIPS. Hablamos Es-

panol. 1-800-371-1136

Reader advisory: the National Trade association we belong to has purchased the following classifieds. determining the value of their service or product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, some ad-

vertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order selling and other businesses at home. Under No circumstance should you

send any money in advance or give the client your checking, license Id, or credit card numbers. also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair company does business only over the

phone it is illegal to request any money before delivering its service. all funds are based in Us dollars. 800 numbers may or may not reach Canada.

To advertise call 972-509-9049 Email (ad for quote) opportunity@northdallasgazette.com

CADNET/NORTh DALLAS GAzETTE
National and Local Classified Advertising Network

Community Calendar Visit www.NorthDallasGazette.com and click on Community Calendar for more events!

Through August 12

Ringling Bros and Barnum
& Bailey Circus: Fully
Charged at american air-
lines Center. Ticket are $15 -
$100 at www.Ticketmaster.
com

Through September 16

Sharky Sundays- Planet

Shark: Predator or Prey

exhibiton at musuem of Na-
ture & science, 3535 Grand
ave; Cost $7-$10; Info:
214.428.5555

Through September 23

Sandy Lake Amusement

Park in Carrollton. admis-
sion is $2 and children under
3 years old is free (see fam-
ily coupon for free admis-
sion online) and coupons for
rides are $.50. Info: sandy-
lake.com

Through September 9

The Magic School Bus

Kicks up a Storm at the
museum of Nature & sci-
ence in Fair park at 10:30
a.m.; Book readings are on
June 23 (ms. Fizzle appear-
ance), september 1, and
september 8; admission is
$7-$10; Info: 214.428.5555

Through September 14

Shark Feedings on Wednes-
day and Friday at 11 a.m. at
the museum of Nature & sci-
ence in Fair park; Info:
214.428.5555

Through September 15

Shark Dissections on satur-
days at 1 p.m. at the museum
of Nature & science in Fair
park; Info: 214.428.5555

Through November 27

Family Movie Time at Irv-
ing public library, 801 W
Irving Blvd at 4:30 p.m.;
free; Info: 972.721.2628

Through December 8 

New Life Skills Certificate
program for African
Women each saturday morn-
ing from 9:45 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. at the audelia Branch
library located 10045 au-
delia Rd. (at Church st.) in
dallas. Info: hellen.fissihaie5
@gmail. com

August 10

Cover Down performing at

Firewheel Town Center in

Garland. They are an ener-
getic dance party band from

the dallas area playing the
best hits from the 70s to
today. Info: Facebook.com/
FirewheelTownCenter

August 11-12

Discovery Days: Discover

Going Green at the museum
of Nature & science in Fair
park; Info: 214.428.5555

August 12

Mindless Behavior #1 Girl
Tour at the Verizon Theater
in Grand prairie at 7p.m.;
also featuring lil Twist &
Jacob latimore; Info:
http://www. axs.com/ dallas-
tx/music-events/ mindless-
behavior-2012 august12-
3634-3.html

August 19

Shark Sunday: Sharks with
guest Kelly Morales of Sea-
World Antonio at the mu-
seum of Nature & science in
Fair park; Info: 214.
428.5555

August 25

Enrique Iglesias, Jennifer
Lopez & Wisin & Yandel at
the american airlines Center
at 7:30 p.m.; Tickets $26-
$196; Info: www.ticketmas-
ter.com 

Urban League of Greater

Dallas 45th Anniversary

GALA at the Hilton ana-
tole at 7 p.m. 214-915-4632

September 2

Shark Sunday: Shark

Celebration at the museum
of Nature & science in Fair
park; Info: 214.428.5555

September 15

B.L.A.S.T. I Workshop;
Info: www.lifelong.tcu.edu
817-257-7132

September 16

Shark Sunday: award-
winning shark conserva-
tionist david mcGuire at
the museum of Nature &
science in Fair park; Info:
214.428. 5555

IMAX: Whales at the mu-
seum of Nature & science
in Fair park; Info: 214.428.
5555

IMAX: Flying Monsters

at the museum of Nature &
science in Fair park; Info:
214.428.5555

September 20

Beer & Bones: Science in
the City at the museum of
Nature & science in Fair
park at 7-10 p.m.; 18+; Info:
214.428.5555

September 19

The Family Place Trail-
blazer Awards Luncheon at
11:30 a.m. at the omni
Hotel, 555 s. lamar, dallas.
Tickets are $125. sponsor-
ships available, info @
www.familyplace.org

September 22

B.L.A.S.T. II Workshop;
Info: www.lifelong.tcu.edu
817-257-7132

September 25

The King’s Men at verizon
Theatre in Grand prairie at 7
p.m.; Tickets range $30-
$100; Info: 972-854-5050

September 29

The Fundamentals of Eti-
quette & Social Protocol
for Grades 5-8 at TCU; Info:
www.lifelong.tcu.edu 

October 2-21

Dallas Summer Musicals
bring THE ADDAMS

FAMILY to the music Hall
at Fair park; Tickets $15-
$75; Info: 214.413.3940

November 10

Pass the Butter Please at
TCU; Info: www.lifelong.
tcu.edu 817-257-7132

November 16

Kevin Hart Let Me Ex-
plain at the american air-
lines Center at 8 p.m.; Tick-
ets: $52-$122; Info: www.
ticketmaster.com

October 12

Dallas Black Chamber of
Commerce 86th Annual
Banquet Dinner at 7 p.m. at
the Convention Center, Ball-
room a Info: 214-421-5200

October 27

The fourth annual McKin-
ney ISD Holiday Bazaar
will be held inside mcKin-
ney Boyd High school - 600
North lake Forest drive - in
mcKinney.

October 29

Justin Bieber at american
airlines Center at 7 p.m.;
Info: 214-221-8326



respectful way to come to-
gether, get educated on the
facts, and then take the ap-
propriate action to help
make our community
safer," said Representative
Johnson. 

Joining Representative

Johnson and Rev. dr. mas-

ters will be dallas police

Chief david Brown, dallas

City attorney Thomas p.

perkins, Jr., and representa-

tives from the community

who will address the con-

cerns of homeowners, busi-

ness owners, and our youth. 

"The purpose of this

meeting is not to point fin-

gers or engage in more pol-

itics. Hopefully, our pan-

elists will educate us all

about the challenges they

face as law enforcement,

residents, and business

owners in neighborhoods

struggling with violent

crime so that, working to-

gether, we can begin craft-

ing solutions," added Rep-

resentative Johnson. 

The meeting will take

place at the historic st.

luke "Community" United

methodist Church, located

in House district 100, on

saturday, august 25. The

two-hour meeting is sched-

uled to begin at 10 am and

will include remarks from

dallas mayor mike Rawl-

ings. The panel, which will

be moderated by Represen-

tative Johnson, will address

a number of topics with

questions from the audi-

ence to follow.

JOHNSON, continued from page 7

about trends and products

created especially for non-

chemically treated hair and

designed for all types of

curly hair. The expo is sat-

urday august 25, 2012, 10

a.m. to 6 p.m. at the addi-

son Conference Centre,

addison, TX. admission to

the expo is $10.

The expo will feature

workshops by top industry

leaders, demonstrations,

vendors and much more.

speakers include, dr. Nina

ellis-Hervey, aka Beauti-

fulBrwnBabydol, Karen

Wilson Top Natural Hair

stylist, Kelly Foreman,

Creator and Ceo of mop-

Top Hair products, Certi-

fied Nutritionist Betty mur-

ray, and Ceo and Creator

of Koils by Nature, pamela

Jenkins.

There is a huge increase

in the number of african-

american women that are

refusing to yield to the

pressure of living in a

straight hair society and are

instead embracing their

natural hair texture,” said

audra Cooper, owner of

Naturally divine Beauty

and the expo Host.

The move away from

chemicals is showing up in

declining product sales.

While relaxers have been at

the heart of the black hair

care industry for decades,

2007 marked the beginning

of a decline in sales of re-

laxer kits at mass market

stores, which is projected

to continue during the next

coming years.

But as black women

frustrated with chemical

damage reconsider

straightening, black-owned

mini-companies have

emerged as the go-to

sources of organic prod-

ucts, capitalizing on first-

hand knowledge of ethic

hair to return the market to

its roots.

In June, Chicago mar-

ket research firm mintel

valued the black-hair care

products market at $1.8-

billion.

The Texture Revolution

expo will feature local ven-

dors, product give-aways,

educational seminars and

more.

“This seminar is the an-

swer for anyone with ques-

tions about curly hair. I

want to educate people

about their hair so that they

are comfortable and can

make the choice to go and

stay natural”, said Cooper.

For more information

log on to www.naturallydi-

vinebeauty.com/events or

call Cooper at 972-880-

4020 cell or e-mail audra

@naturallydivinebeauty.co

m.

EXPO, continued from page 1
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www.NorthDallasGazette.com Contact 972-509-9049 for Career Opportunity Advertising

Attention Suppliers of Goods,
Services and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
www.bidsync.com

www.garlandpurchasing.com

972-205-2415

Advertising Account Manager
Needed Immediately

Must be
• A good telemarketer
• Willing and able to cold call effectively
• Have reliabletransportation
• Skilled in MS Wordand Excel
• Able to demonstrate good people skills
• Able to work in Plano and surrounding areas

Interested candidates should email resume to
publisher@northdallasgazette.com

GRAPHIC ARTIST
small Community Newspaper

looking for a partime

student graphic artist.

prefer student (intern) that's

available on a per project basis.

must have knowledge of

Quark and Indesign software.

Work will be done

at company office.

must be professional and

dependable.  Fax resumes to:

972-509-9058, or email to:

trj1909@tx.rr.com

Store Management
Opportunities

Hobby lobby is a leader
in the arts & Crafts indus-
try with 500 stores
over located in 42 states.                                     
Candidates must have pre-
vious retail store manage-
ment experience in one of
the following:

supermarket chain,
Craft chain, mass mer-
chant, drug chain, Build-
ing supply chain

must be willing to
relocate.

Benefits include:
•  All Stores Closed on 

Sunday!
•  Competitive salaries
•  paid vacations
•  401K plan
•  medical/dental
•  life Insurance
•  merchandise discount
•  Flex spending plan

Qualified Candidates
who are self motivated

and top performers
must apply online.

www.hobbylobby.com
eoe



AVENUE F CHURCH

OF CHRIST IN PLANO

Mondays – Fridays

Call 972-423-8833 for aFFeCT, Inc.

or email:  aFFeCTxInc@aol.com

for counseling services, resources

and assistance for job readiness and

training programs for individuals.

For couples we offer services for

marital relationships and for ex-of-

fenders we offer programs for get-

ting back into the work force.

August 15

Join us for Wednesday morning

Bible study at 10:30 a.m. and come

back at 7 p.m. for prayer, praise and

songs as we worship and praise God.

August 16, Noon

Come to a “Between Jobs support

Group” meeting at the Christian

Works for Children, 6320 lBJ Free-

way, dallas, TX 75240.  Call 972-

960-9981 to register.

Brother Ramon Hodridge,

Minister

1026 Avenue F

Plano, TX   75074

972-423-8833

www.avefchurchofchrist.org  

____________________________

BIBLE WAY COMMUNITY

BAPTIST CHURCH

August 12, 9:35 a.m.

you’re invited to our sunday school

at 9:35 a.m. and to stay for morning

Worship at 11 a.m. as we worship

and praise God.

August 15, 7 p.m.

Come to our Wednesday’s Bible

study to learn more about God’s

Word and help us to praise and wor-

ship His holy name.

also bring your children to our

Wednesday Night Children program,

two things are incorporated, children

learn and they play.

Dr. Timothy Wilbert, Sr.

Senior Pastor

4215 N. Greenview Drive

Irving, TX   75062

972-257-3766

www.biblewayirving.org 

___________________________

CHRIST COMMUNITY

CHURCH

IN RICHARDSON

August 11, 11 a.m.

ladies you are invited to our Women

of Wisdom meeting as we study and

discuss God’s Word.  Call the church

for details.

August 12

Join us in worship at 8:45 a.m. and

11 a.m. as we praise and worship

God’s to the utmost.

August 15, 7:30 p.m.

Come to Bible study as we go fur-

ther in and deeper down into God’s

Word and we give Him all of the

glory and praise.

Dr. Terrence Autry,

Senior Pastor

701 E. Centennial Blvd.

Richardson, TX   75081

972-991-0200

www.followpeace.org

___________________________

DAYSTAR DELIVERANCE

MINISTRIES

August, 2012

9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

visit Helen’s House Tuesdays and

Fridays (exceptions are bad weather

and holidays) to receive, to give, to

comfort and to fellowship.  The give-

a-way of food, love and household

items is given freely to all those who

could use a little touch.

Pastor Minnie

Hawthorne-Ewing

635 W. Campbell Road

Suite 210

Richardson, TX 75080

972-480-0200

___________________________

FELLOWSHIP CHRISTIAN

CENTER CHURCH IN ALLEN

“The Ship”

Monday – Friday

9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Theship3C’s prayer lines for those

that are in need are 972-649-0566

and 972-649-0567 or they may be

submitted via email to:  prayer-

line@theship3c.org

August 12, 9:30 a.m.

Join us and experience the joy of

praising and worshipping God to the

fullest at story elementary school,

1550 edelweiss drive, allen, TX.

We will praise God for His blessings. 

August 15, 7 p.m. 

you’re invited to our Wednesday

Night live in the Joycie Turner Fel-

lowship Hall on Belmont drive, with

old school prayer and testimony.

also, come to our Corporate prayer

and our Kidz Zone (an environment

to equip children to grow and to

show God’s love.)

Dr. W. L. Stafford, Sr., Ed.D.

Senior Pastor

1550 Edelweiss Drive

In Allen for Sunday

Morning Worship.

Admin. Building Address

Is 200 W. Belmont Drive

Allen, TX   75013 

972-359-9956

www.theship3c.org 

___________________________

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF HAMILTON PARK

“First Church”

August 19

Join us at our Back-2-school Rally.

August 26

you’re invited to First Church’s

Homecoming.

Dr. Gregory Foster,

Senior Pastor

Rev. Anthony Foster,

Pastor

300 Phillips Street

Richardson, TX   75081

972-235-4235

www.fbchp.org 

____________________________

NORTH DALLAS

ROCKBRIDGE CHURCH

August 12

Join us in prayer with pastor at 8:30

a.m. and stay for Worship Celebra-

tion at 10 a.m. as we worship and

praise God.

Timothy Jones,

Lead Pastor

21 Prestige Circle

Allen, TX   75002

214-383-9993

www.rockbridgechurch.com

____________________________

SAINT MARK MBC

IN MCKINNEY

August 12, 9:30 a.m.

Join us in our education ministries,

stay for our Worship Celebration at

10:45 a.m.; and you’re invited to join

us for our Friends and Family day as

we fellowship, worship and praise

God.

August 16, 7 p.m.

you’re invited to our Wellness min-

istry with Tamara Haskins, director

and Fitness Instructor.  Call for de-

tails.

Dr. Charles Wattley

Senior Pastor

1308 Wilcox Street

McKinney TX   75069

972-542-6178

www.saintmarkbc.com 

____________________________

SHILOH MBC

IN PLANO

August 10-12

you invited to join us in our annual

marriage enrichment seminar.  For

details email

j eane t t a . ca r t e r@yahoo .com,

willierivers@tx.it.com, or

mhrivers@tx.rr.com

August 12, 8 a.m.

And 11 a.m.

Join us in our morning Worship

times and stay for our sunday

school at 10 a.m.

August 15, 7 p.m.

you’re invited to our midweek

service as we worship and praise

God.

Dr. Isaiah Joshua, Jr.

Senior Pastor

920 E. 14th Street

Plano, TX   75074

972-423-6695

www.smbcplano.org 

____________________________

THE INSPIRING BODY

OF CHRIST CHURCH

August 12, 7:30 a.m.

Join us as we worship, honor and

magnify God’s Holy name. 

August 13, 7 p.m.

Come to monday school as we

study the Word of God, worship

Him and praise His Holy name.

pastor Rickie Rush

7701 s. Westmoreland Road

dallas, TX  75237

972-372-4262

www.ibocjoy.org

___________________________

VICTORY BIBLE CHURCH

INTERNATIONAL,

(VBCI DALLAS)

August 12

you are invited to a life Trans-

forming service that will change

your life as we praise and worship

God for His blessings. 

1100 Business Parkway,

Suite 1007

Richardson, TX   75081

___________________________

WORD OF LIFE CHURCH

OF GOD IN CHRIST

Early Prayer

Join us in prayer early in the

morning at 5 a.m. on monday –

Thursday at 1-661-673-8600,

Code # 142219 and please put

your phone on mute.  prayer will

change people, things and situa-

tions.

August 14, 7:00 p.m.

you’re invited to Kingdom em-

powerment Night; prophet/pastor

dr. Gregory voss will bring the

Word of God.

August 16, 7:00 p.m.

Join us in our Gift stirring service

as saints of God bring God’s Word

and reveal their God-given talents.

August 19, 11 a.m.

you’re invited to a youth day and

Back-2-school Rally.  Women of

Worship will minister in a dance.

Word of life youth Choir will

minister in a song; guest Record-

ing artist Jadell Calloway will

perform and our guest speaker will

be sis. Jennifer Walton from mer-

riville, Indiana.

Dr. Gregory E. Voss,

Senior Pastor

2765 Trinity Mills Road

Building 300

Carrollton, TX   75006

214-514-9147
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The honorees at the 2012
Urban league annual Gala
on saturday, august 25 in-
clude two long-time media
and public relation executives
in dallas – Jim Washington
and stan levenson. 

Jim Washington is the
Ceo of the dallas Weekly
newspaper president and
General manager of the at-
lanta voice, the largest au-
dited african american
newsweekly in atlanta, Geor-
gia. He will receive the Whit-
ney m. young, Jr. award in
honor of his continued sup-
port of the Urban league’s
mission and objectives. Wash-
ington’s support of the dallas
community includes service

on the dallas Black dance
Theater, dallas Theater Cen-
ter and the oak Cliff Chamber
of Commerce. also, Washing-
ton has worked assisted the
dallas Black Chamber of
Commerce, the Greater dal-
las Chamber of Commerce
and the dallas arboretum. 

levenson will
receive the presi-
dent’s award for
his advocacy and
leadership in com-
munity service and
the arts in dallas.
He has worked as a
public relations
professional for
over 45 years, in-
cluding the launch

of his first firm, stan leven-
son associates, in 1966. He
later co-founded levenson &
Hill with his wife Barbara,
and colleague Bill Hill. over
the years their company has
grown and is now known as
levenson & Brinker public
Relations.

meanwhile, levenson’s
focus has also remained on
community service, the arts
and support for higher educa-
tion. a short list of a few of his
achievements include: chair-
man of the Greater dallas
Chamber’s marketing commit-
tee, directing civic initiatives
such as the mayor’s Task
Force on marketing southern
dallas; and chairing the grand
opening of the african ameri-
can museum at Fair park.

Washington and levenson
will be honored with commu-
nity activist edna pemberton
at the Hilton anatole Hotel,
2201 stemmons Freeway at
7:00 p.m. For ticket informa-
tion call 214-915-4600.

have one credit left, and I’m re-
ally excited about that”. 

so as gangster and street the
rapper’s lyrics may sound, he
does genuinely believe in com-
pleting his education, even if it is
just a high school diploma. 

Having it all means much
more than the women, money,

fame, fans, and cars for the
rapper. obtaining his Ged
may be a personal thing for
him, but he is sure to inspire
his peers who are too high-
school dropouts and the other
generations to come. possi-
bly college in the near fu-
ture?

Whatever drake decides,
it is nice to know that the rap-
per does think about his edu-
cation and will invest the time
to finish- even it does not mean
a difference in money for the
rapper. We can see how much
an education really means to
him. 

He is still doing his music
thing and has just put out a new
single with the late aaliyah, ti-
tled, “enough said”. music and
education is not a bad combina-
tion at all. In fact, that’s what’s
up. Go here to listen:
youtube.com/watch?v=4HNg
vmHsuvm

DRAKE, continued from page 10

"one man gives freely,
yet gains even more; another
withholds unduly, but comes
to poverty.  A generous man
will prosper; he who re-
freshes others will himself be
refreshed."  Proverbs 11:24-
25.

Word of life Church of
God in Christ in Carrollton,
Texas where dr. Gregory
voss is a prophet/pastor has
a motto that is printed in their
bulletins, on the church bus
and inside the sanctuary,
“Blessed to be a Blessing;”
and one of my favorite scrip-
tures that I read daily states,
“Through Jesus, therefore,
let us continually offer to
God a sacrifice of praise—
the fruit of lips that openly
profess his name.  and do not
forget to do good and to
share with others, for with
such sacrifices God is
pleased.”  Hebrews 13:15-
16.

one of the reasons God
entrusts money to us is to
bless other Christians by
helping to meet their needs.
God uses the transfer of

money within the Body of
Christ to build unity among
Christians.  sometimes we
withhold money that God has
designated for someone else
that He desires to bless
through us, but His will can-
not be accomplished through
us if we are disobedient.

It is alleged that a busi-
ness owner said that God told
him to give up a company
bonus one year.  God di-
rected him to share his year-
end bonus with a certain em-
ployee to show his apprecia-
tion for him.  The business
owner wrestled with God for
three full days before obey-
ing the lord on the matter.
When he finally met with the
employee to give him his
check, the man said he had
been praying about a finan-
cial need he had three days
earlier.  He had decided to
borrow the money to meet
his need.  The amount of
money he borrowed was the
exact amount the business
owner gave him.

God had already
planned to provide for the
employee through the busi-
ness owner, but because he
was hesitant, he almost

missed the opportunity to be
an instrument of God in this
man's life.  even so, he could
have prevented the man from
having to borrow money.  It
was an important lesson for
the business owner.

How many people do
we let down because we feel
that the "harvest" that God
has provided us with is all
ours?  In our society, the
pressure is always on to
move up the ladder of mate-
rial accumulation.  Jesus
warned us about this.  If our
focus is on accumulation, we
will not look for opportuni-
ties to be God's vessels of fi-
nancial blessing to others.
ask the lord to help you to
have an open hand when it
comes to blessing others. 

The story is told of a
man from london who said,
"I was walking passed the
stock exchange in the City
of london when I overtook
an orthodox Jew with his
black hat and long gray
beard.  as one does, I put my
arm on his shoulder and gave
him the blessing which God
gave to moses to give to
aaron with which he was to
bless the Jews. 

"The lord bless you and
keep you; the lord make His
face shine upon you and be
gracious to you; the lord
turn His face toward you and
give you peace.”  "The Jew-
ish gentleman turned round
with a smile.”  God said to
abraham, "Those who bless
the Jews will be themselves
blessed."  “you will be bles-
sed!” 

“I know, I said, “Ten
years ago, I blessed a Jew at
Kennedy airport and I was
upgraded to Club class, and
this happened again on my
next two transatlantic fli-
ghts.  every time I blessed a
Jew I was upgraded!” 

“you’re the man, you're
the man!”  my friend said, “I
read that article in the Jewish
Chronicle and was just going
to tell you the story.”  "We
ended up embracing each
other on the pavement, no
doubt to the astonishment of
passing stockbrokers and
bankers!"

It has been said, “Unless
we pass on what we receive,
we will lose it.”  virtue is al-
ways manifested through
blessings that you have
passed on.  Nothing will be

of any importance to you ex-
cept what you pass on to others.
The Bible states that only what
you do for Christ will last. 

When you help others,
you are obeying God and it’s
a win win situation.

Being a Vessel to Bless Others

Ms. Marian Angela Fielding received her Doctor of Ju-
risprudence from Stanford Law School in California on
June 16, 2012.  She is a graduate of Yvonne A. Ewell Town-
view Magnet Center and Florida A & M University
(FAMU).  She is now studying to pass the bar exam.  Mar-
ian parents are David and Rose Demus Fielding
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Gina Smith,
Attorney At Law 

*Criminal Defense
*Car Accidents

*Wills and Probate

2201 Main Street, Ste 400-11
Dallas, TX 75201

Don't just be here. Be heard.
www.GinaSmithLaw.com 

214-749-0040

Jim Washington and Stan Levenson to
be honored at Urban League Gala

Stan LevensonJim Washington
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Bible Way Community Baptist Church

Dr. Timothy J. Wilbert, Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sunday Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Wed Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Daily Radio broadcast: KGGR 1040  & 102.5 FM
10:00  A.M. - 10:25 A.M.
www.biblewayirving.org

4215 N. Greenview Dr.  • Irving, TX  75062
972-257-3766

The place where Jesus Christ is Lord
and the Word of God Transforms lives

9:35 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
7:00  P.M.

Avenue F Church of Christ
1026 Avenue F • Plano, TX  75074

972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchrist.org

Ramon Hodridge, Minister

Early Sunday Morning ...................8:00 am
Sunday Bible Class .........................9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship............10:45 am
Evening Worship ...........................3:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Class ..................7:00 pm

Radio Program @ 7:30 am on
KHVN 970 AM Sunday Mornings

Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church

Isiah Joshua, Jr.
Pastor

Worship Times: 8 and 11 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Mid-week: Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
Service: Every 3rd, 4th, and 5th Sunday at

10:45 a.m.
AWANA: Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.

Contact Information: 972-423-6695
www.smbcplano.org

2012 Theme:
Serving the Savior,
Seeking the Sinner

and Sustaining the Saved

Serving the Plano Community for 127 Years

Founded 1884

920 E 14th Street Plano, TX

By TeRRI sCHlICHeNmeyeR

NDG CoNTRIBUTING WRITeR

you’ve got a secret.
The secret is that you’re ex-

cited about this school year. you
plan on raising your hand a lot
because you’ll know the answers
to the teacher’s questions. you’ll
keep your homework neat,
you’ll stand up for kids who are
bullied, you won’t talk out of
turn, and you won’t be a disrup-
tion. 

most of all, you plan to re-
ally impress everybody with

your superior intelligence be-
cause, well, this is going to be
the best year ever and they need
to know you’re a smart kid. and
there’s no better way to get
smart(er) than by reading time
for Kids Big Book of What? and
Sports illustrated Kids Big Book
of Why.

all school year, you cram
your brain with math, science,
history, and other subjects. But
do you know which creature is
the deadliest on earth?  do you
know which planet rotates on its
side?  Read these books and you
will.

With the “Big Book of
What?” and the “Big Book of
Why,” in fact, you’ll know
where the largest meteorite
landed, where the hottest tem-

perature was, the difference be-
tween a fruit and a vegetable and
how long you could survive
without either one, and how long
you could survive in space with-
out protection..

you’ll learn which muscle
in your body is the strongest
(and a few runners-up), what it
means to be double-jointed, and
why it’s not always a good idea
to do a lot of stretching before

you exercise or
play sports.

With these
books in your
hands, you can
impress your te-
acher by know-
ing what an or-
rery is. you co-
uld impress yo-

ur mother wi-th your know-
ledge of nutrition, cooking, eat-
ing bugs and worms and not eat-
ing things that are poisonous.
you’ll amaze yo-ur friends by
knowing what olympics sports
are men-only, how to play man-
cala, and when it’s National
magic Week. you can impress
your coach by knowing why
they call that basketball team
“The lakers,” why tennis balls

are furry, why b-ballers wear
arm sleeves, and why they call
baseball’s warm-up area a
“bullpen.” 

and then you can ask him to
take you Zorbing.

That is, if you’re not busy
reading these two awesome
books…

as a parent, you want your
children to be good scholars.
you want them to learn, which is
what will happen when you hand
them time for Kids Big Book of
What? and Sports illustrated
Kids Big Book of Why. With
these books, they’ll learn a lot.
They just won’t feel like they
are.

delving into subjects that
kids want to know, both these
books give young readers just

enough information to whet their
appetites, in small bites that
won’t cause them to lose inter-
est. There’s a wide variety of
topics and plenty of pictures to
keep even the most non-bookish
children reading, all in a kid-
friendly, parent-happy format.

so before the summer ends,
give your 7-to-12-year-old a
school jump-stat with time for
Kids Big Book of What? and
Sports illustrated Kids Big Book
of Why.

Just don’t tell them they’re
learning. That’s your little secret. 

time for Kids Big Book of
What? (Time Home entertain-
ment, $19.95 192 pages) and
Sports illustrated Kids Big Book
of Why (Time Home entertain-
ment, $17.95 128 pages)

NDG BookShelf: Two books to answer the what and why for kidsNDG bookshelf


