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People In
The News

= | Fitness guru Dr. Ro Brock

| will be in Dallas on Friday
evening, July Bth and Sar,
July 9th , 8s part of the
Ebaony Black Family Reanion
Tour.

DrRo is America’s most
famous  African Amevican
Nurritionist. She b most
widely known a the host of
Heart gnd Soul on BET and
s Medical Correspondent
on BET News. She is a
calumnist (Get Fit With Dr.Ro, BET.com and Dr.Ra
Knows, Heart and Soul Magazine) Dr.Ro is frequent-
Iy quoted in the LA Times, Web MD, and has been
seen on CNN, MSNBC, ABC News' Lifedme Live,
Bet Tonight and The Queen Latfish Show, Dr.Ro
serves up "real life health advice for real people with
real problema. Dr.Ro is 3 nationasl motivations! spesk-
er, suthar and eur,

Dr. Ro will be discussing everything from diet and
atress, 1o exercise and societal ills on July 9, from 11:00
am. 1o K00 pm. The location for the Ehony Black
Family Reunion Tour is Kiest Park Sports Complex,

Masiive Harrin Joves 1o read.
Her problem was that even
though she read 2 lot in her job
" oA

good messiee. This made it dif-
Beult for her to wlk w her
frends sbout contemporary | 8
African-American  Iteranare
and suthors. It was owt of this
baic need that she foundsd the
GRLTS Online Clidb tn Jamaary of 2000
GRITS { an acooym for Guyw/Girks Raised In The

Ms. Harrin' vision has 1o include the
GRLTS Kidz Book Chb and GRITS Literary
Services. Acconding 1 Ms. Harris, this online book pro-
mation setvice can provide authors with 8 cheaper and
mare immedise vehicle to  of launch & book campaign.

“This service came to fruition as & result of

3078 5. Hampron and Kiest Road, Dallas, Texss.

Black MBA Association
Molding Leaders

By: Paul Halley June 25th at SMU in Dallas,

Pictures By: Laguisha Hosley - i
The National Black MBA Association i:’::hl Aprdonial by Hixon.
Mobi

held it's Fourth Annual Leaders of High

Tomorrow Case Competition June 24th- school  students,

involved  with  the
Leaders program in
14 local chapters,
traveled to the nation-
al competition at
SMU. Among the
participants in this
year's competition

was Plano resident
and Plano Senior
High student, Alyse
Taylor.
The competition
ke J“ was hosted by the
(1) Dallas Chapter of NAMRAA, Inc. Lewders of Tomorros NBMBAA's  Dallas-

participants: lat row: Carliss Marshall, Alyae Taylor (Pla Fort Worth chapter,

Se. High). 2nd row: Jordan Mages, Trace Mages and Britcawy which also had 8 com-
s dred row: Wityne Greene (Chapter Adeisor), and

Kevin T Davis (President, DFW NRMBAA, Inc.) HBiach MBA Puge 2

Let Us Rise Up and Build

By Jumes The good part shout that partic
“When banks compete, you win” r passage f that o genuine
You're right; 1 stole that line from o televie  “yyrhentic™ leader wepped for
e - But i’ so wuei b gouldn't  gond, shared his vision and obliga-
resist uting it. 1 wish more Black people would  ion, and then the people took the
take the statement to heart. After all, it was oodned  nexy step by replying "Let us rise
by a lending institution that understands s truth all up and baild® What & sory! A
too well. The Collective Hanking Group (CBG)  gremt example of that story was
understanis it two, and the folks who establhed  gemonstrated by Pastor Jonathan
and support the CBG demonstruted that wuth in 8 Weaver, visionary, founder, and
monumental way during the weekend of June 3, president of the CBG, and the
when they convened their 10th annual Comm-  ppothers and sisters whe came
wnity Economic Empowerment Conference i jogether 1o form and sustain the
Glenarden, Md _ CBG. Their sction bega the ques-
The theme for this year's confesence, “Church  yon, especially for religious peo-
and Commumnity ... Growing Toegether,” was taken  ple, “Why aren't there more CRG
from Nehemiah 218 - 20, in which the people said  chapers throughout this country?
to Nehembah, “Let us rac up and build." The pec-  Ajter all, when banks compete, for
ple baldly sepped forwand o do the work ey  your business, you win.
kmew had 10 be done, after Nehemish reminded How does the CBG work? What
them, “You see the bad situation we are in, bow [0U  dogs the CBG do? You can get
community s wasted] and lics i rab” How  jnformation from the Web wie,
appropriate for Black people today. How profound- g collectivebankinggroup. com.
Iy true of the places in which we live Blochanomics Page 1

Jackson seeks to
build strong Black-
Latino coalition in U.S.

Hy: Lealle Jones McCloud

Spocial to the NN from the
Chicago Defender

One month afier Mexican
President Vicente Fox angered
some African-American
activists with his comments
about Black workers, the Rev.
Jesse Juckson Sr. announced
that he will lead o trade mission
w America’s neighbor i order
o seck business for Black com-
pasiics.

Emphasizing the need for a
strong Black-Latino alliance in
the LLS,, Jackson was joined by
Carlos de lcara, Mexico's
ambassador 1o the US, in
making the announcement.

Jackson likened today’s goal
t that of the relationship
berween the Dr. Martin Luther
King and Caesar Chavez.

"We must build a world class
bridge. For oo long we have
had shared interest but we have

not effectively built this strate-
gic alliance,” Jackson said

Part of Jackson's plan
includes  getting  Affican
American children 10 lean
Spankh and increasing the
number of Latino children
who speak English.

Additional ssues include
teaching Black and Latino
children nomviolence and o
avoid gang warfare; cultural
exchanges; organizing reli-
gious leaders from both ethnic
groups; and fighting for affir-
mative action

But the most criical issues
that Fox has focused on have
been the fllegal immigration
reforms being tossed about on
Capitol Hill, Jackson said he is
willing 1o work with Fox and
other Latino leaders o help
crafi o sensible immigration
policy that ko't as harsh o

Blach-Latine Coa Paga 4

ships I've developed over the years with suthon lookirg for

sichub. com

Scholar, comedienne, talk
show host and author, Dr.
Bertice Berry will be in Dallas
on July 13 10 sign copies of her
lazeat novel When Love Calls,

up in  Wilmingron,

Deloware, the sixth of seven

children attended

Jacksomville Univensity in

orida, subsequently earning

& PhD, in sociology from Kent State University at the

age of 20

Dir. Berry was the host and co-executive producer of

. ed talk show, "The Bertice

amm”vmuumkuundm:htﬂwa_hﬁ:w

D, Berry graciously donates all of the royalties from

the sales of her books to organuations that help families

of terminally ill children and raise funds for orphanages.

“The book signing will begin at 6 pam a1 Black Images
Book Haranr, 214-943-014

Peaple In The News
July 4th Celebrations
Community Caleadar .« - -
Community Spotligh
Bditorial .......c00
Business Service Director:
Arts & Entertainment . .
Career Opportunities . .
Church Happenings . -

Tarpley ..
Church Directory

Plano City Council Considers Tolls on Highway 121

Plano City Council members joined opponents i
of Sate Highway 121 tolls in asking tough ques-
tiom Monday sbout prospective use of the extra
revenues tolls would bring in

City Manager Tom Muehlenbeck i assembling
data on how much the project would cost without
secking additional funds for projects described ay
“near neighbor, near timeframe™ by the Texas
Deparmment of Transporiation. TxDOT officials
have twold Plano lesdens the sdditional income
would go o near nelghbor projects that will be
defined after 1olls are spproved

Muchlenbeck is expecizd 10 provide the figures
by the July 27 council meeting

Plano and its neighbors of Frisco, Allen,
McKinney snd Collin County have until Aug. 15
tw make & decinion on how 10 pay for the wate
highway's main lanes and interchanges at Dallas
North Parkway and Central Expressway. Flano had

wcond public hearing on
Maonday.

No state gas tax money has
been planned for years to finance
the costs of SH 121 main lanes
and the interchanges at the
Dallas  Morth  Tollway  and
Centrul, Gan 1ax proceeds have
been allocated for main lanes
between  the Dallas North
Tollway and Hillerest, but noth-
ing 1o the esst. Building the main
lanes and interchanges to the cast
and west could cost $345 million,
TDOT estimates. Adding toll
could generate §707.9 milhon
extra or the longer section and
§505.7 million for the shorier
wpan, it projects.

New Mayor, New
Times in Irving

By Paul Hailey
It's been said that the world
hares change, yet it is the only
thing that has brought
progress, Both change and
progress were on the minds of
Irving voters as they selected a
new moyor and a new direc-
tion for their city.
Emerging victorious in o
grueling race thar
included seven can-

didates and con-
cluded in 4 con
tentious  run-off |

election, new lrving J
Mayor Herb Gean |
i eager to set in
motion the winds of
change. A former
city councill mem-
ber who lost his seat last year,
Mr. Gears beat run-off candi-
date Marvin Randle in the
election held on June 11,

Mr, Gears, 43, positioned
himself throughour the cam-
paign @y the candidote thm
spoke for the people ourside of
the traditonal “good ‘ol boy"
political system in lrving, He
was backed by every minority

und civil rights organizaton
in Irving, and also garnered
the support of several African
American churches and the
Islamic Center of Irving.

Mr. Gears recently sat
down  with  MON-The
Gazette, to reflect on his vic-
tory and discuss the chal-
lenges and agenda tems for
his administration
as Mayor

"We were able to
bring out  over
18,000 votes in two
clecions which is
six tmes the nor-
mal number of vot-
ers for an elec-
tion in Trving,” he
began. “This means
that the people of our ciry are
hungry for change-that they
care, and want 10 have hope
and optimism about the
direction and future of our
ciy.”

One of the major challenges
Irving fuces is improvement
in muce relations, and the eas-
ing of racial tensions. Mr

Neww Mayor Page 1

New NAACP head says he'll
confront social injustice

Former lines barriers 1o

The NAACP, which has been criticized for
stagnant growth and waning vitality, named a
former business exccutive, Bruce 5. Gordon, as
its president and chief exccutive Saturday.

In sddition o stating his plans to increase
membership, Gordon, 59, a retired senior exce-
utive at Verizon Communications, said he
looked forward to working with other organiza-
thons, creating an endowment and getting the
organization on strong financial footing. He
said his own "hins®™ was that “econamic power
und economic equality enables social justice.”

“The facts are as clear as can be that people

of color are treated by o differ-
ent standard,” Gordon said.
He said his goal was 1o
“change the deficit that exists
between our community and
the community st large.”
When asked after the confer-
ence whether this represented
a departure from past NAACP
goals, or even a decreased
emphasis on politics, Gordon
said, "T'm going where the

NAACE confronts inpuatice Puge 10

College Seeking Nominations
For ‘Living Legends’

Collin County Comm-
unity College District
(Collin) is secking nominees
for its third annual Living
Legends Tribute, honoring
pillars of the community,
Anyone may nominate a
Living Legend, but those
nominated must live and
work in Collin County.
Nomination forms for this
special distinction may be
obtained on the college's
website ot coced.edu and
are due in the CCCCD
Foundation, Inc. office by

Aug. 15.

The 2005 Living Legends
Tribute ceremony and din-
ner will be held Nov. 12 in
the new conference center
at the college’s Spring
Creek Campus in Plano,
Proceeds from the evemt
will go toward the Liv-
ing Legends Endowment
Fund, which supports sn-
dent scholarships and aca-
demic success.

Past honorees include:
Gladys Harrington, eredit-

Secking Novsinations Puge §
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peting team at the event.

DFW Chapter President,

(LK) Beverly Harris (INBMBAA, Inc. Chicago),
Kathy Valenting (DFW Leaders of Tormorrow

Progrum AL

Kevin'T. Davis, talked about
the benefits of the program.
“This program helps devel-
op furure leaders of tomor-
row, the youth get to show-
case their talent and gain
knowledgeable expericnce,”
he said. “In some cases, the
mentors and volunteers get
just as out of the program as
the studems. 1 have been
very impressed with the stu-
dent talemt so far, we are
already :Ismkmg forward 1o

The title of the business
case was Hlack Entermin-
ment Television: Creating,
Building, Extending, and
Protecting a Brand. The
business case involved the
development of a 10 year
srrategic business model for

cable’s Black Entertzinment
Television (BET); which each
team hypotheti-
colly prese-nred
to BET™
new owners at
Viacoem
and its Board
of Directors
Students
judged by a panel
of corporate exec-
utives who scored
points for analy-
sis, quality of
presentation and
feasibility of rec-

were

anager). Leonard fames (Exzon Mobd, ommendations.
Titde Spossor), Farnika Teson (Event Chair), and
Kirns Willsom (NEMEAA, Inc. Chicago)

Beverly Harris
of NBMBAA,
Inc. was also please with how
the competition has evolved,

“It is exciting how the su-
dents have grown and devel-
oped over the past 4 years, To
see such growth makes
us very proud. The
Case presentation is
part of an all year
process, which incl-
udes research, volun-
teers, mentors, stu-
dents, and a host of
other factors. This is
exactly what our mis-

of the winning team received
$1000. Exxon Mebil has
contineed to pro men-
and  sponsorship
inception of the
Leonard James
xon's sansfac-
tion with the program and
commented on its success.
“The is deep
this year as we have almost
500 participation from the
chapters. There seems to be a
common

ide
torship
the

expressed

penetration

denominator, and
that is a
developing

commirment to

nd mentoring
our youth xon Mobil not
only provides money, but
mentors and volupteers as
well. This partnership has
been very rewarding for
Exxon over the past 4 years,”

10 NEMBAA chaprers par-
ncipated in the competition.
Participating chapters included

Si0n statement says we
are about.”

Judge Chester Chambers posss question
Sor Alpha Consulri
Chambers (SMUJ, Kevin Crawford (SBC),

TeamiL-R) Chester

Sponsorship and Nutalie fenking (lack MEA) and
scholarships for the George Kolenting (EDS).
Leaders [ Miami, Philadelphia, Houston,
to increase; from §200 in Washington D.C., Detroit,
2002 1o over $7000 for this New Jersey, Kansas Cirty,

vear's events. Each member

Through July 10
5th Annual Art Connection

2426,
Texas Leadership, Edu-cation

Member's E Main
Gallery 3333 N. MacArthur
Bivd, Irving. Free. Call:

972252 ARTS
Through August 30

Anne Lebovite Exhibit pre-
sented by The Women's
Museurn, 3800 Parry Ave,
Dallas. Feanures 37 large-scale
portraits. Call 214.915.0860
or visit www.thewomens
musewm.org

O going

The North Dallas Businews
Professionals Networking After
Business Hours ~ Wednesday,
Diango  on  the Parkway,
Addison, 5100 Belthne Rd,
fpm. = 9.pum,

The Collin County Multi-
cultural  Business  Network
Referral Luncheon meets the
2nd and Ath Tuesday each
month ot Texas Land & Canle,
3191 Preston Rd, Frisco Log
on to www:nthelnow.com

June 30

Valley View Center will cele-
brate diversity in America with
an event held on June 30th
from 11:30 am. 1o 130 pm,
Valley View Center, 13331
Preston Road. Call 972-661-

Spansored By

L)

and D presents their
3rd Alu\u.ll Professional  Deve-

lopment Conference June Mth
from 8 a.m. 1o 6 pum. at the Westin
City Center, 650 N. Pearl, Dallas,
Texas. The conference will feature
leadership development and man-
agement  training.  Log  onto
www texaslend org for more infor-

mation.

Corcorun Gallery of Art pres-
ents the Gordon Parks Half Past
Autumn Exhibit st the Dallas
Museum of Art, through
September dth.

Cool Thursday Concert Series-
Dallas Ashoretum presents per-
formances from 7 pom: 1o 9 pame
Marun Rutchik Concert Stage
werlooking White Rock Lake.
Call 214-515-65%4 or
www. dallasarboretum org

Plano Repertory Theatre's 10th
Annual  Summer  Children’s
Series, with Peter Rabbit and Me
For showtimes and tickens
call  972.422.7460, or wis
www,planorep.org. At the An
Centre Theatre, Avenue K @ 15th
St. Through July @

July 1

Comedian Ricky Smiley will

perform st the Improv Club of

wvisit

Memphis, Atlanta and Dallas.

~Editor’s Note~

MON-The Gazette
would like 1o solicit its
readers for stories and pic-
tures of United States ser-
vicemen and women from

the North Texas area

that are participating in
Operation Iragi Freedom.
This would include enlisted
personnel as well as Nat-
jonal Guard and reservists.
Wi plan on using this infor-

mation for an upcoming
story on the impact of
the Iraq war on North
Texas. Please email this
information to  editori
lﬂﬂﬂﬁl!g&ldcl[lﬁ.f‘ﬂ“

W\

'ip'

g

“WATER

DALLAS WATER UTILI

Addison from Friday,
Sunday, Tuly 3 at 8:30
Behline Rood, Addivon
Call 972-404-B501

July 1-
4480
exas

July ! thru July 10
Family Fun Fesuval ot the
Mesquite Main Library, 300 W
Grubb Drive and the North
Hranch Librury, 2600 Out
pam. every Saturday on July
16, 23 & 30,
July 2

Begimmng in July, the Nasher
Museun  First Saturday will
offer o full duy of the ans. The
muscum features Together in
The Center with free admission
from 10 sm

noon, children's
art activitics, story time with the
Dallas Public Library, yoga in
the garden, artist demonstra-

tions, and musical entermin-
ment
Saturday Night in the City

transforms the Cafe Mansion
into a chic lounge offering cock-
eails and a special menu that cel-
ebrates o different aryist each
month. Guests will enjoy live
music, 4 special dance perform-
ance presented by the Dance
Council, o gallery talk, sunset
viewings of the James Tarrell sky-
space, Tending, (Blue), and
moonlight strolls in the garden

Proud To Be An Active
Partner In The Community

30 = July 06, 2005 « Minority Opportunity News - The Gazette

until 11 pm. Saturday Night
in the City i presented by
Wells Fargo and co-sponsored
by PaperCity Magasine
July & thru July 10
2005 Taste of Dallas in the
Historic West End District-
A for Your Senses is a
FREE outd
turing food from Dallas’ best
restaurants  and
non-stop music, art, jewelry
and crafis. Join the Ouws and
enjoy music all weckend
from local Smooth Jazz
artists  Fingerprints, John
Adams, Tom Braxton,
Freddie Jones and more,
with a very special perform-
ance from Kirk Whalum on
July 9th.
July § thru July 17
Plano Children's Theatre
presents the musical Linle
Mermaid at 7:15 July 5.9,14
and 16 and at 2:15 p.m. July
9,10,16 and 1301 Custer
Rd, Plano. Tickets are §6 in
advance and §7 at the door.
Call 972-422-2575.
July 9 thru July 10
Sawurday Jazz-July 9,16,23,
and 30 from & pom 1o 10
p.m, nightly. Esplanade Park,
5044 Addison Circle Drive

¢ festival fea-

ncludes

Mesquite
July 3
Mescquite’s FourthFess 4 pam.-10

pm Paschall Pask. Games, food,

crafis and v rmsic ending with
fireworte display at 9:30 pm

Award  winong  fetival
Firewoeks, midvay fus, food court,
afler’s square, kads corner, e
mmamic, ancd more. St Fridey, 5

Addison Pan. 10 midnight. Sarmday through
3 u.nu starts it toon, Demntiam
20th Armal Addison Kaboom?

]d'[rq Osborne and Craig
Chaquico i concert at Gardand's
Star Spangled Fourth. July 3nd in

Toans
Sunctiy, July Ind, 5 pm 1 md

Wity beifpisiddpeiuigiem
:-?J- K‘l‘:*hn: g Parke 97 Docwmipwn Garland., Frce. Gorscers
Addnc et b a1 8. and will be follned
iy h a nrnn:c_h shwne Garland's Star

pamooe B3 i SPaveied Fourth i a famly e

that inchades cormnval rides, arm and
arafes vendons, and much more:
Trving
July 4
Cty of Inang Independence Day
Plano Symphony Orchestrn pey- Parade, § am. Starts at Sowens
forms pa :_ ,'nu.:ﬁ'“h r::‘ Road, on to Inang Bhad, __\m;;
Plano Men of Note July 4. Domm Poark, 2nd St, Luclle St and
Escmann Center, Richandson,  back 1o Ining it
Tickets $0-529. 9724737202 The Irving Symphony Orchestr
“The Plano Chareber of Comim- (150 presents 4 free Patrionic
erce is produscing the 25t Anmual Concert and Firewutks Celehration
Juby th Parade. Begim 930 am, 23 pm. Willams Square, 5215 N
2 Maro Semmor Hagh School, pony 0"Connor Bhd., Las Colinas Steak
on Independence Parkway 1o Cook-Off, performance by jocal
Sprng Crock Pasioway, ends ut St uiciarn. Call 972 K3) 8818
Elmbeth Ann Seton Chaarch. Call Hicharison

Cosrmamity Band

Kick off the Independence Dy
festivities with grear tutes, ot
Haggard Park, 15th St, 7:30 pm
Vit wiww planoband com.

24.THT or visit Rachandson Community Band
www planochamber org. [Presanis & patrons concert followed
Planc’s  frework  display. by firowoeka, July dth. Breckannidge
Highpoint Park, 6500 Abma R4 Park, Richandion. Free. Lawn
9:30 pm chairs webcomie. 97267 16256

wite i




THE TRUTH CLINIC
Momma Your Baby Boomer
May Be Returning Home

Hy: James W, Hreedlove

Suppose you, 45 an empty
nesier, e fimally comverted
the spare bedroom into 2
media center, sewing room or
an office and are ready to slip
into the comfort of a well-
deserved retirement. Then a
surprise appears at the door,
One of your children that you
thought was secure and mov-
ing up the ladder of a success-
ful carcer informs you thm
they need 1o move back home,
Momma, get ready because
this just might happen to you.

Of the 77.7 million baby
boomers set to retire in the
next 10 years, only one in four
will hove adequate financial
resources to do so.

While many studies verify
that Baby Boomers are not
saving enough, only a few
studies have I 4 the

risk this inserts into their retire-
ment plans. This is especially
true of young Black Boomers.
The reality i that life gives us
a kot more small opportunitics
than it gives us large opportuni-
ties according to Dr. Murtha.
If people are counting on a few
major financial njections fo
build a fil

u comfortable retirement.

The lower earnings and high-
er rates of unemployment of
African Americans will make
the retirement disparity even
more pronounced in the Black
COmmunity.

A failing economy, proposed
changes 1w social security,
Medi and Medicaid could

they are missing  multiple
oppertunities to accumulate
Tetirement savings.

Boomers need to become
educated abour the process of
saving. While 80 percent of
Baby Boomers responding in
the Guardian study ore con-
cermed about having adequare
income  during  retirement,
exactly half said they aren't
sure how much money they will
need. The survey also indicates
that Boomers have not adopred

behavioural aspects of why
Boomers end up unprepared
for retirement.

The Guardian Life Ins-
urance Co. of America recent-
Iy released their study called
*Beyond  Behavior:  Why
Boomers Under Fund Retire-
ment.”

Maost Baby boomers seem to
be in a perpetual state of
paralysis  sbout  required
actions needed to prepare for
retirement.  According 1o Dr,
Frank Murtha, a behavioural
finance expert and business
professor  at  New York
University, they don't know
how much to save and don't
understand  basic  financial
principles of money manage-
ment and the mi: 1 returns
needed to achieve retirement

goals.

Many Baby Boomers are
apparently assuming they can
play catch-up by making mag-
feal massive infusions into
thear retirement accounts later
in life instead of making small
regular deposits now.  They
seem unaware of the serious

a savings

When asked about their actu-
al savings habits, only 16 per-
cent of Boomers saved 20 per-
cent or more of their income
while 23 percent saved nothing
because of huge debr pay-
ments.

The survey also found that
most Baby Boomers don't
understand the impact of com-
pound interest. More than 75
percent of all Boomers mistak-
enly believe that saving $100 a
month from age 30 to 65 would
¥ield greater returns than sav-
ing $100 a month from age 21
to 30. The reality is, because
the money hos more time to
grow, the investor who starts
saving at age 21 will have a
larger nest cgg than the one
who starts at 30 i

complicate the picture by
reversing the retirement sur-
prise and send parents 1o the
doorway of the Baby B

Hy: Charbes Hallman

Special ta the NNPA from the
Minncapel sman-Hesorder

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. — If
change is indeed to come in this
Country, citizens must stop loak-
ing for it from present leaders, o
200 presidenual candidaie said

David Cobb, running for the
Green Party, received .10 percent
of the votes in the 2004 presiden-
tiad general election. Acconding 1o
the Federal Election Comm-
issbon, based on campaign money
spent, Cobb opped sl candi-

Currently  Social  Security
helps offset the lower carnings
and higher unemployment rates
of African Americans by replac-
ing o higher percentage of a
low-income person's pre-retire-
ment wages.  Now African
Americans are being led 1o
believe that they can overcome
centuries of disadvantage by
buying into the President’s pro-
posal to create individual retire-
ment accounts that can be
invested on Wall Street. They
are being promised the possi-
bility of carning grear wealth
thar can be passed on to their
heirs.

The Boomer study appears to
take the air out of the adminis-
tration’s social security individ-
ual retirement account balloon.
The theory is correct because
steady savings over a long peri-
od of time at a hefty rate of
return can amass a substantial
retirement nest egg.

However, the stroke of the
presidentinl pen suthorizing
individual retirement accounts
will not wransform a nation of
non-saving  spendthrifis that
lack money ANy

dutes, lud b
President  George W Huwh
(almost $5) and Democratic
hopeful Juhn Kerry ($4.09), with
an expenditure of barely a dollar
(§1.01) & vate.

In the last w0 general elec-
mony, aumerous voting problems
occurred, partcularly in Florida
in 2000 and Ohio in 2004. Does
the current system of electing
officials need refining or over-
hauling? Do citizens” votes really
wount? These are questions Cobhb
raised during hiv June 2 visit w
the Twin Cities.

“It's abour fundamemal fair-
ness,” he said. “If we are 10 have
any confidence i the election
process, we need 10 be sure thar
we democratize electiony in this
country”

Cobb first got involved in poli-
tics #s & college sudent, “My frst
engagement in politics was & 2
student organizer enforcing the
University of Houston 1w divest
its holdings in companies thur did
bisiness with thar mcis, oppres-
sive regime [apartheid] in South
Africa," he recalled. He later
warked an Jesse Jackson's presi-
dential campaigns w1984 and
1988 and former California
Governor Jerry Brown's in 1992,

“1 learned 3 lot from those cam-
paigns,” said Cobh 1 learned how
to put mysell under the leadersh

Are third party politics
the future for Blacks?

roots effore for polincal chanmge
must come from the people,
o 1 und ¥

of people of color and women ™ He
also bearned that there’s not much
difference between the two major
US. polisscal parves, which uhi-
mately led him to the Greens.
“They try to stack the deck againn
ws” said Cobb of both Repub-
beans and Demaocras,

He believes thar s nonpartisan
form of government might be a
Ierer way, especially i such mat-
ters a8 reditronng and elections
=1 don’t thik 1 Democrat or 3
Republican  [should] be in
charge,” Cobb pointed our ™1
don’t think & Green should be in
charge. It would be betrer [for]
nonpartivan boards.”

Among their key planks, the
Green Party pladform includes a
Constitutional Right to Vote, guar-
anteed voter-verified paper ballots
for all votng machines, and re-
enfranchising of ex-felom. Cobl
also encourages all citizens 1o gey
imvolved “and be part of o long-
werm movement™ — especially
appealing 1o persons of color who
either feel disenfranchised or vir-
tually ignored by both major par-

e
Cobb offered two reasons for
Hlscks 1o join the Greems. Finn,
his party is the only political party
actively secking reparations for
alavery. “That's reconciliation, jus-
tice and fairness,” he said
Secondly, he ssks Blacks o
closely evalunte thar past votng.
“You are not going to get chunge
just by voring every mwo or four

not

that the real work is organizing
a1 the grassroots level. There in
no substitute for putting your-
eelf in front of another person's
door, knock on thut door, and
imtroduce  yoursell w your
neighbor, We have 10 engage
ourselves a3 human beingy
because we have so much in
common.

“There's aho the telephone
and good old-fadioned whoe
leather. That's what grassroots
organizing is all about "

Cobb sdded that the mam-
stream media often “manufac-
ture consent around & whole
host of issues. | read everything
in the media with 3 jaundiced
eye,” he said. “No newspaper
tells that we are waging an ille-
Eitimate war in Iraq over ol We
are living in 8 country where
the majority does not have
access 1o affordable health care

that is a erime. The majority
of people are working maote and
mare hours for Jess and Jess

“There are & litany of prob-
lems, and) the big corporste
media continue 10 sugarcost
that,” he pomted out

He doesn't see himaelf travel-
mg the country, speaking on
voting rights and other current
issues pa some sort of 4 20a
Century Don Quixote, exther.
People are listening 1o his mes-
uage
“There are exaung pocken

vears," Cobb cxplained. “If you
want change i3 tha country, and
you don't bother to vote for candi-
dates culling for change, you are
WHSTINE 3 great opportaniny.”
Cobb believes that 3 real grass-

s and
there is @ growing swareness
and a consensis that there i a
genuine concern in this coun-
uy,” Cobb concluded. “T try w0
tell the truth as | see it”

equal rates of return.

In answering » question
about adequacy of returns, 13
percent of Boomers said they
would be satisfied with an
investment thar grew from
$10,000 1w $15,000 over the
course of 20 years. A measly
return of 2 percent that barely
offsets inflation will not lead 1o

into the steady financial wiz-
ards assumed by administra-
tion's theorists.

Momma, the bottom line is
you and your Baby Boy better
understand that the govern-

cment innot -the -panacen - for

your retirement security.
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Nuw Mayor Page |
Gears commented on two ways
to change mcial atmtitudes in
Irving, changing the city's iden-
tity (internally and externally),
and eonntnuing the Ciry-Wide
Dialogue on Diversity series
“My goal, as the political
leader, s to re-invent Irving's
identity into that of an interna-
tional city,” he said. “We have o
very diverse population and we
are next 1o o large imernation-
al airport. For example, our
Islamic Center of Irving is one
of the largest in Texas and
maybe the United States. We
should celebrate our diversity
und avail oursclves of the
opportunites that it brings.”
The Irving Ciy-Wide
Dialogue on Diversiry is part of

u series of meet on the sub-

@oNT

il

ject being sy d by the
United States Justice
Department. The Dialogue
meetings  were  created  as

response 10 fecent events with
racial undenones in lrving.
These events included: fights
between black and Hispanic
students at Irving High School;
the beating of a Hispanig man
by an Irving police officér and
the officer’s subsequent dis-
mistal for use of excessive
force; and  wicious  anti-
Hispanic sentiments expressed
m the recent city resident sur-
wey.

Following  these events,
Richard  Samb of the

“A lot of progress has come
from the cty wide dialogue
on race. 1 look forward to
continuing the dialogue and
personally participating in
meetings in the lq:u
have to talk about the issues,”
he suid,

Mr. Gears also has a high
priotity for issues such as 3
balanced city budget, review
of the code enforcement poli-
cies, improving the service
levels of police and fire

Community Affairs Diviston of
the Justice Department con-
tacted Irving community lead-
ers, Manuel Benavides of
LULAC and activist Anthony
Bond to create o discussion on
racial reconcilistion in Irving.

Mr, Gears sees great value in
these discussions as a means o
bring citizens together, and was
a participant prior 1o being
elected mayar.

¥ a

the city's commercial tax base
by attracting new businesses
1o lrving.

“These things all work
together to improve the city,
to make it more antractive, By
getting  everyone  working
together, 1 feel we can make
real progress.”

Progress and change both
appear 10 be on the agends
for the new times in Irving.

Blackenowics Page |
1 have a chapter on the CBG m my

and most visible of

growth is the tirpost expansion in M , which i the largest 9
10 tradition, MON-The Gazette will be there carving a world of opportunity for those seeking to
provide quality services. Should you dare 10 expand your quest for economic parity ouside the
southern 1Egion of just wan 1o know what is going on up narth- L
Think of MON-The Gazette as your paper of opportunity!
mmmmmwm—mmmnhmwmum

Is the sky clearest on the day it is most blue?

While you ponder that thought we would like to announce that Minorily Opportunity News, Inc.,
formerly & Dallas based renaissance community tabloid, founded in 1991, has relocated to Plano, Texas
and changed our name 1o MON-The Gazelie. In addition to mov-
ing our offices to Plano, our editorisl coverage has also shified 1o
encorpass Dallas’ Northern Corridos. The Notthern Corridor is
clearly the fastest growing region in Texas, if not in America.

jes. As always, and true

Visir Char

e MONTheGi

Ton Dt Lakesha Joe Joka Dl Dok, and there are many articies

Publisher Vieian Fullerke Myt Hightoesrr Gty Rebpndons available on the Internet. In brict,

Thurman R, Joner Flasd Hanley Fred Masct ] Williaw the CRG collectively leverages the

Justin Fonet Annic Dackson Demse Upshurch spending power of more than @

Asslstant 10 Publisher Fwnichi Lockes T, Caca! Saarks Barbars Siomphing, guarter of & million members of

Kamrina Tismmond-Me Pheren Pish Ferguson Hhem Thoomazi o al chirches in the Wash

duiblais Daborah Gaine: D.C. - Maryland - Virginia area to

mﬂ“ﬂ‘,.gﬂ Colwmnist Public Relzumy Program Poscy obtain not only lair treament from

Saendra Lobe-Robsnios Pamsing and Derelipment banking institutions but sl 1o

AMMW Al Desamesrs i assure the accrual of prime interes

e —— rutes, reciprocity, and development
Account Eveutive Framk Loer AMELLHEANS Oualiny Auiranes opportumities to CHG members

Ky Gt Tatrich =1 Johman Burmen Groth  Myrss Hgmwes Gioumaes 1\:: -;u) Irt;l:::hr‘: ;:c article

Laquurha Hoaley [oPy— tiled, “Legal obbery,” in

s Marksting Editor Trury Mischel] mm:‘. which we discussed the ways many

Shirley Domies Tarpley Carigoais " Distribution; banks are ripping-off Black and

Amsdstant Associate Editor Brad MeMillon . poor people. Well, the CBG learned

Keith Rock Jowathan Lockhart mote than s decade ago how 10

Publicist Roberna Fohoug overcome that kind of mistreat

Cheryd Jackion Pl Hadley Tom ment; thrvugh its collective action,

rwvink they now “allow™ banks to compete

for their business. Every three years
or s the CBG “selects™ the banks
with which they will do busines,
and then through a covenant rela-
tionship, that's righy, 1 said,
“covenant,” a formal, solemn, bind-
ng agreement with bublical implica-
tion, they do business only with the
selected banks

Dhuring the confercnce, among
the many fantastic inspiring points
made by the speskers, Pastor
Weaver recognized the five covenant
banks, and afier introducing their
presidents and officers, he waid,
“These are our current covenant
banks, and we will suppon them ™
He paused and then said, "Hut only
if they mupport us!™ Now that's what
P'm wllong about. Reciprocity.

Weaver didn't bow and sevape, and
scratch and shuflle; ke did ot
patrorize and offer condescending
platitudes; he made it as plain oy
coubd be The CHG relatimnibup
with s covenant banks ix one of
reciprocal benefitn Wouldn't ot be
great il of w could say thar — and
when back it up with our dollan?

I'm so tried of folks complaining
sbout the way we are wreated by
hanks and cibers but refusing 1o 4o
anything abowt it I'm wo protd of
the CBG (which n why | wnte
about it so much) und how it has
refuved 10 be mintreated snd then
ook steps, practcal steps, business
steps, economic steps, 1o resalve the
[T the CHBG is mot perfecy;
i's not & panaces for sll of our ik,
but it sure beats what many of us
have m our communines when it
comes 1o doing business with local
banks.

I would be remin if 1 did not
mention Industrial Bank, 5 70 year-
ald Black owned hank. No mtention
of slighting any of the other banks
the CBG, but snyone who knows
me understands why | am ungling
ot this one. Not only was it 8 pleas-
ure 10 see 3 Black bank in the max,
it was & special treat 1o meet broth-
er Jeffery Hanks, vice prevident,
Business Development Officer, who
just happens to be from my home-
town, Cincinnati. Jeflery is mvolved

My role was w tespond o
Jockson's remarks, which was an
eavy task because of several paents
he imade. He said we need to “have
& seme of what 1 imporianm™ and
that econcmscs should be our op
priosiy. He alio said something |
have been saying for some 1me
now- White folks have us looking
at enme, while they are doing
development deals, 1 responded
with my “Amen” so loudly it made
Jacksan turn 1o see where it came
from

1 emphasjzed the importance of
the CHG and the role n plas 0
the lives of tts members, those whe
st in the church pews every
Sunday, because when banks com-
pete, they win. As 1 spoke, | sl
thought about Nehermiah and the
people: “Let us rise up and busld ®

James E. Clingman, an sdjunct
professar st the University of
Cinainnau’s  African  American
Studies department, is former odi-
tar of the Cincinnau Herald
Newspaper #nd founder of the
Greater  Cincinnati  African
American Chambes of
Commerce. He hosti the radio
program, “Blackonomics,” snd has
written weveral books, mchading
Economi  Empowerment  or
Economic Enlavement - We have
a Choice; Blackonomics; and the
published  Black-o
5

n several Hop projects in
the DMC, area, and | am proud of
himm as well

In sddivon o facilisung two
workshops, | was abso @ luncheon
speaker slong with Jewse Jackson

i To book
Clingrnan for & speech or purchane
Tis & books, g0 1o his Web e,
weawblackonomics.com. He can
be contacted by telephane a1 513
4894132
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Who Will Be the New Minority in America?

By Lakessha Joe

According to a 2004 com-
mentary by Jon Christian
Ryter of News With Views,
by 2050 White Ameri-
cans w:ll be nunxud:ted the

in the country as immigrants.
Many blacks believe that the
financial and political strides
of Hispanics have been made
at their expense.

In 1999, Lee Alcorn, the

Hisg will
be the dominant race. While
Hispanics, (who came to this
country well after African
Americans had built i),
will eventually become the
dominant race, African Am-
ericans will continue to be
considered the third preva-
lent ethnic group in Am-

id of the Dallas
NAACI’ said that the prob-
lem that many blacks have
with Hispanics is they think
that because they have the
majority in the school district
or the city, that somehow ent-
tles them 1o a leg up on other

In response to Alcorn’s
1999 comments, Mexican-

years, moving from about six
percent of the American
population in l%ﬁlnlbou
ten percent of the popul

Ameri lawyer Adelfa
Callejo who was involved with
the Dallas school board bat-
tles said that the problem with
African Americans is that they
get what they want. He said
Iihlt hhch usually lead by

in 1995, More than twenty-
seven million Americans (in
1995) were identified as
Hispanic in the fifty states.
The quick growth of the
Hispanic population can be
lm!hu:d to significant

by et g 10
‘boycott or riot.

Clearly, the two major
minority groups have prob-
lems with one another, and
with Hispanics :lned to be

only serve to position brown
nguinst black like athletes rac-
ing against each other in the
Oppression Olympics. Other
numbers show how much we
share the same problems of
being denied a decent life,
education, healthcare, and
basic civil rights. In times of
war, those thar fight and die
for the United States dispro-
portionately to their popula-
tions are 