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On t he Homefront: 

Heard Natural Science and 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Mc­
Kinney oftors a peek at nature 
after dark on January- 18, btart-
ing at 6:30 p.m. and 7:45 p.m. 
Past night hikers have heard 
owls, coyotes, beavers, assorted 
frogs peeping and croaking, and 
other animals thai are not active 
in the light of day. Open to 
adventurers ages b and up. 
Admission: S7 per person, S5 
for Heard Museum members. 
Reser\'ations and pre-pa>"ment 
required. Call 972.562.5566, 
ext. 236. 

Guns and Hoses, Januarj-
18, Mesquite Arena at 6:00 
p.m. - boxing tournament and 
benefit with proceeds benefit­
ing: Garland Police Youth 
Boxing Program, Garland Fire 
Department Youth Christmas 
Program, Benevolent fund for 
police officers/firefighters killed 
in the line of durv. Call 
972.205.2623. 

Garland Civic Theatre 
presents "To Kill A Mock­
ingbird" at the Performing Arts 
Center, Januar\' 16-18, 23-26, 
30-31. Call 972,205.2790 for 

alerting 12th grade students in 
the Dallas and Demon 
Independent School Districts 
about several Sl,OOOThurgood 
Marshall scholarships arailable 
through a Tliurgood Marshall 
Essay Contest. Deadline for 
submission is January 22, 2003. 
For more information, call 
Willie Russell at 469-371-4933. 

Dallas Area Train Show, 
January 18 and 19, at Piano 
Centre, Spring Creek and 
Jupiter Roads, 10a.m. to 5.pm. 
Model train shows with operat­
ing layouts, dealer displays and 
flea market. 'How-io' "clinics 
and videos running both days. 
Admission 86 per person -
Children under 12 free. For 
more information contact Dave 
at 817.909.1793 or viiit: 

w% '̂W.W'iringForDCC.com.''plan 
otrainshow.htm 

City of McKinney Hosts 
Homebuver Seminar, Januar\' 
25, from 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m". 
at The McKinney Memorial 
Public Ubrary Dulaney Room. 
The event is free. For more 
information, please contact tlie 
Citv of McKinney Housing 
Services Dept- at 972-547-7519 
or metro 972-562-6080, ext. 

7519. 
Garland NAACP presents 

and Education Forum, Tuesday, 
Januarv 28, 7:00 p.m at the 
Garland's V;'omen s Acuviy 
Bide 713 Austin St. Garland, 
TX i-earn about the opportu­
nities for Advanced Placement 
and -I-he Rising Star Program. 
For more information, cal the 
GNAACP at 972-381-0544. 
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The McKinney/Fairview Airport Debate 
By Belinda Alexander 

A short time ago, two com­
munities involved in a long time 
dispute have finally arrived at a 
workable solution. McKinney 
and Fair\iew found a place of 
agreement regarding their dis­
agreements over the McKiimey 
Municipal Airport. T h e two 
communities have been engaged 
in a heated dispute over a possi­
ble airport expansion with 

Fairview on the opposition. 
Officials gladly announced that 
they are backing off from all 
legal proceedings the towns had 
against each other. Fearing that 
the propert>' values and quiet 
lifestyles would be ruined, 
Fairview had filed a federal law­
suit against the FAA. They 
hoped to force the government 
to put a stop on construction, 
but each community seemed to 

grow more inflexible while drift­
ing farther apart on understand­
ing the true issues. 

T h e two cities became 
involved in this grievance over 
12 years ago. McKinney argued 
the positive economic benefit of 
an expanded airport versus 
Fairview concerns on issues 
with the ecology and qualit>' of 
life. Officials of Fairview added 
fuel to the debate when the 

town purchased 200 acres of 
land just south of the airport. 
They said this move was in 
effort to guard the interests of 
Fairview residents by preventing 
additional airport development 
in that area. 

Fair\'iew officials have taken 
every opportunit>- to make their 
feelings known about possible 
airport expansion. There have 
been citizens on both 'pro and 

con' sides of this sensitive sub­
ject. The issue has been brought 
up during Commissioner 's 
Court and also at McKinney 
Airport Board meetings. 
Citizens against expansion voice 
concerns of property devalua­
tion whereas some other citizens 
raised concerns by petitioning 
for a rollback election when citj' 
tax rates were doubled in 

See McKinney/Fairview page 6 

Former Piano Senior Higli School 
Student Continues to Achieve 

Academic Excellence 
By I.akec$ha Joe 
Once selected as "Who's 

Who Among American High 
School S tudents" , Andrea 
Michelle Smith strives to main­
tain academic excellence while 
attending her third year in college. 

Andrea Smith, a graduate of 
Piano Senior High School and 
currently a student at Florida 
A&M University in Tallahassee, 
Florida, is truly an outstanding 
student. Andrea graduated £rom 
Piano High School in 2000 with 
Honors and was also named as a 
National Achievement Scholar 
Finalist by the National Merit 
Corporation. 

During her years at Piano 
High School, Andrea was active 
in school and the communit>' 
while maintaining a very high 
grade point average. She partic­
ipated in such activities as the 
Piano Drill Team, the National 
Honor Society, and the 
Toastmaster Youth Leadership 
Program. .Andrea also ser\'ed as 
a Math tutor for the Hamilton 
Park United Methodist Church 
Enrichment and Tutorial 
Program. 

VCTien I asked Andrea how 
she was able to maintain such a 
high GPA and juggle other activ­
ities, she said that a lot of the 
credit goes lo being in the Piano 
School District. 

"The Piano School District 
is very competitive and they set 
you up with the tools that you 
need to be successful," Andrea 
said. 

Andrea entered Florida A&M 
Universitv' after she accepted their 
Distinguished Scholar Award, 
which granted her a full four-year 
academic scholarship. She also 

Andrea Michelle Smith 

received scholarships from the 
Columbia/HCA Foundation, the 
Raytheon Scholars Program, and 
the Piano Communit>' Forum. 

Set to graduate in Spring 
2003, a year early, from Florida 
A&M's four year Psychology pro­
gram, Andrea already has her 
sights set on entering a Doctorate 
program in Psychology. 

"Florida A&M doesn't have a 
doctorate program in psycholog>' 
so I have already applied to sever­
al different doctorate programs, 
which include Emory University 
in Atlanta," said Andrea. 

Andrea said that she chose 
Psychology as her major because 
it is always something that held 
her interest. 

See Andrea Smith page 5 

Remember Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 

And Dare to Dream 
By Belinda G. Alexander 

On what would be the seventy-fourth birthday for 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., His name is plas­
tered on all the 'Holiday' specials and any opportunity to 
make a sale. Like many Holidays in America, the initial 
idea has been buried in commercialism. We have become 
accustomed to many of these as reasons to take a day off 
or even sadder, many see it as no reason to take of. Since 
the third Monday of each January is now designated. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, there have been many view­
points to discount or support the importance of this 
Holiday. 

T O CELEBRATE o r N O T 
Dr. King was truly a great personality, preacher and 

professpr, protestor, a subject of controversy while some 
refer to him as a prophet. However, the 'person' was the 
important part of who he was has been left out of many of 
the Holiday 'specials.' If it were not for some churches and 
organizations that remind us of the words and works of 
MLK, many young people would have no idea who this 
great man was. 

T h e King family has their view of when where and 
how the special words and speeches of the Reverend 
should be used. There is controversy in commentary on a 
subject he stood for—that is— 'freedom of speech' and the 
rights that should accompany that. The King family has 
shown reluctance to support some events and programs 
that use the personality of Dr. King. There are some 
instances in which they argue the right to charge for the 
use of the "I have a Dream" speech and the documented 
life and times of the Dr. King. This has been labeled 
'appalling' and distasteful by many, however, is it any 
worse than the many special events said to recognize and 

See Martin Luther King, Jr. page 4 

The Knights of Dunbar Proudly Present Six Debutantes To Society 

The Waltz Cotillion 

By: Monica Thornton 
"Once upon a lime in a land far, 

far away, 27 unse, brave and noble 
knighls set out on a quest to find a 
maiden pure in thought and deed, 
tviih unmatched beauty, intelligence, 
charm and grace. And they found six 
maidens worthy of presentation to the 
lords and ladies of the land." 

T. J. Johnson, Mistress of 
Ceremony, began the presentation 
of the Knights of Dunbar Social 
and Charily Club, and their pres­
entation of six debutantes for the 
season. 

The Regal Ballroom in the 
Fairmont Hotel, Dallas helped set 
the atmosphere for this fairy tale 
evening, full of charm and grace, 
with men in tuxedos and ladies in 
long sequined gowns. Guests 
watched the six debutantes glide 
across the stage in their white 
evening gowns sweeping o\er the 

"floor. Then each debutante was 
escorted to curtsey for her spon­
sors, and to bow before her par­
ents. 

The debutantes and their 
escorts then started the dancing 
for the evening with 'The 
Debutantes' Waltz,' and dancing 
continued late into the evening, 
with guests breaking only for the 
evenings meal. 

Debutante Lawanna Evans, 
19, who was escorted by Brandon 
Malik Jamison of Piano, said the 
debutantes got along together 
immediately, and quickly devel­
oped a sisterhood. 

"The second day of practice 
we knew we would look out for 
each other," said Evans. 

Evans is studying at the 
University of North Texas, 

See Dunbar Debutantes page 5 
See Community Spotlight page 2 
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The Knights of Dunbar Proudly Present Six Debutantes To Society 

Top L-R:John Tatum, Mr. & Airs.Johnson andVera Gibbs 
Bottom L-R: Mr. & Mrs. Hendricks, Myrtle Hightower and John Hightoiver 

L-R: Indra Denise Sniithers,Joy Ellen Forte, Kendra Renee Thomas, LaWanna Diane Evans, 
Crystal Inez Harold and Jessica Foe Dotson Kindra Renee Thomas 

Brandon Malik Jamison and LaWanna Evans 
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Jay ElUn Forte 
Bruce Hearer, security & Safety Officer for Dunbar 

and Brandon Malik Jamison, escort to LaWanna Evans 

Debutantes, Escorts, and Debutante's parents dancing Jessica Dotson and herfamify and friends 

LaWunna Evans bows to her parents (.:i-v.'im! Inez Harold Lew Letuis, Co-coordinator (Dunbar member) 

Lee Jones (Dunbar Member) 
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Martin Lttther King, Jr. Day 
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Editorial Capitol Watch 
THE TRUTH CLINIC 
New Studies Paint Bleak Picture of 

Minority Health Care 
By James W. Breedlove 
T h e U.S. Depar tment of 

Health and Human Services' 
national initiative to eliminate 
racial and ethnic disparities in 
health by 2010 may be in trou­
ble.Two groundbreaking reports 
on the status of minority' health 
care in America present correlat­
ing evidence that the gap of 
unequal health care between 
White Americans and 
Americans of color may be even 
wider and deeper than experts 
had originally believed. 

T h e first study Unequal 
Treatment: Confronting Racial 
and Ethnic Disparities in Health 
Care , sponsored by the 
Depar tment of Health and 
Human Ser\ices and conducted 
by the Institute of Medicine, 
shows that racial and ethnic 
minorities in this country tend 
to receive lower-qualit>' health 
care than whiles do, even when 
their insurance status, income, 
age and severity of conditions 
are comparable. There were also 
disparities in treating such dead­
ly conditions as heart disease, 
cancer and HIV infection are 
partly responsible for higher 
death rates for Americans of 
color. Examples that support 
these conclusions include: 

Compared to whites, 
minorities are less likely to be 
given appropriate cardiac med­
ications, undergo bypass sur­
gery, receive kidney dialysis and 
transplants, get appropriate can­
cer diagnostics tests and treat­
ment or have access to the most 
sophisticated t reatments for 
HIV. 

Minoritj ' patients are more 
likely to receive certain less-
desirable medical procedures, 
such as lower limb amputations 
for diabetes. 

Even when they are insured 
at the same levels as whites, 
minorities are less likely to enjoy 
a consistent relationslUp with a 

I -

primary care physician, in part 
because of the lack of doctors in 
many minority communities. 

Similar findings resulted 
from the study Diverse Com­
munities, Common Concerns: 
Assessing Health Care Quality 
for Minority Americans by The 
Commonwealth Fund, a private 
foundation support ing inde­
pendent research on health 
issues. It concluded, "Minority 
Americans lag behind whites in 
nearly every measure of health 
care." 

Former U.S. Surgeon 
General M . Joycelyn Elders 
echoed this theme as she chal­
lenged doctors to get out of their 
"comfort zones" and help bridge 
the distressingly wide gap in the 
health status between white and 
black Americans. 

Speaking at a research ethics 
conference at Meharry Medical 
College, Elders noted that 
African-American women were 
30 percent more Ukely to die 
from breast cancer than were 
white women, even when they 
had the same education level 
and insurance coverage. The dif­
ference? White women were 
more likely to be offered correc­
tive surgery and different treat­
ment plans by their doctors. 

"Why is AIDS rising so rap­
idly in the black commimity?" 
she continued. "We learned how 
to reach white, educated, gay 
males, and we targeted all of our 
efforts to that group. 

T h e problem is, we didn't 
tailor the message to fit the 
(African-American) population." 

"Some realignment of the 
national research agenda is 
needed if we are to bridge the 
gap in health disparities," said 
Dr. Ponjola Coney, senior vice 
president for health affairs and 
dean of the School of Medicine 
at Meharry. "It is critical to 
focus on the issues of racial bias 
in research, particularly involv-

Inspiration 

ing minorities and the under-
served. Yes, there's racism in 
medicine." 

Elders agreed. "We doctors 
have always walked aroimd and 
said, 'Oh, we treat all patients 
the same. All blood's red.' Well, 
they lived in the community, 
they came out of the communi­
ty, and we behaved just like we 
lived." 

The disparity' in health sta­
tus between whites and African-
Americans is due in large part to 
the lack of primary, preventive 
and accessible health care. 
Elders said. "We spend almost 
SI .3 trillion (a year), and still we 
don't provide health care for all 
of our people," she said. 
"Universal access to health care 
for all people is a morally and 
ethically right thing to do. We say 
we can't afford it. I 'm concerned 
we can't afford not to have it." 

T h e Unequal Trea tment 
studies are intended to be not 
just a wake-up call for the 
nation's health care decision­
makers but also a formal call to 
develop and implement strate­
gies to eliminate them, accord­
ing to Alan Nelson, chair of the 
l O M ' s Commit tee on 
Understanding and Eliminating 
Racial and Ethnic Disparities in 
Health Care. 

New Senate Majority 
Leader Frist, a physician, also 
called for improving the health 
care of blacks and other minori­
ties. "For reasons we don't fully 
understand, but we've got to 
face, we know that African-
Americans today do not live as 
long," he said. He wanted to find 
a way to bring health care to the 
uninsured. "Health care dispari­
ties, minority versus non-minor­
ity populations, is something I 
feel strongly about. So you'll see 
that elevated [on the agenda].". 

Comments or opinions may 
be sent to the writer at jay-
dub ub @swbell. net 

Barbara ASadden, State Rep Jerry Madden, David McCall, Sr., Nellie McCall, Slate Hep. Brian McCall 

on floor of House avoaiting svtearing in and opening of the Session 

How A Bill Becomes A Law 

Wisdom for the Road 
b y : Unknown 

Cfierish tilings while you still have tlietn, 

before they 're gone, 

and you realize how precious tliey really are. 

Life can only be understood backwards, 

but it must be lived forwards. 

Everything in life is temporaty. 

So if tilings are going good, 

enjoy it becatise it ivon't last forever. 

And if tilings are going bad, 

don't ivorry because it ivon't last forever either. 

Destiny is not a matter of chance, 

it is a matter of choice; 

it is not a thing to be waited for, 

it is a thing to be achieved 

A journey of a thousand miles 

begins witli a single step. 

Never cross a bridge 

without knowing how to swim the tides. 

If you could not add years to your life 

Add life to your years. 
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Is the sky clearest on the day it is most blue? 
While you ponder that thought we would like to announce that Minority Opportunity News, Inc., 
formerly a Dallas based renaissance community tabloid, founded in 1991, has relocated to Piano, Texas, 
and changed our name to MON-Thc Gazette. In addition to mov- jsssi_ 
ing our offices to Piano, our editorial coverage has also shificd to = s = - ^ ^ 
encompass Dallas' Northern Corridor. The Northern Corridor is ^ ^ ^ " 
clearly the fastest growing region in Ttxas, if not in America. ^ ^ 8 K 
MON-The Gazette believes that the engine to continue * * ' ' ' S R B ^ p i w M " i Sacuj^ju*y_ 
growth is the airport expansion in McKinney, which is the largest 
and most visible of many area opportunities. As always, and taie •— 
to tradition, MON-Thc Gazette will be there carving a world of opportunity for those seeking to 
provide quality services. ShouJd you dare to expand your quest for economic parody outside the 
southern region or just want to know what is going on up north-

Think of MON-The GazeUe as your paper of opportunity! 

I UON-rtte Gaxtle formally yinorny Opportunity M«ws. was founded July. 1991 ,by Jim Bochum and Thunnan fl. Jonaa 

Overview 

The Legislative Branch of 
Government 

T h e Texas Constitution 
divides state government into 
three separate but equal branch­
es: the executive branch, headed 
by the governor; the judicial 
branch, which consists of the 
Texas Supreme Court and all 
state courts; and the legislative 
branch, headed by the Texas 
Legislature, which includes the 
150 members of the house of 
representatives and the 31 mem­
bers of the state senate. 

Members of the house of 
representatives are ' elected to 
two-year terms and represent dis­
tricts of about 113,000 people 
each. Senators serve four-year 
terms and serve about 550,000 
people each. 

The legislature meets every 
odd-numbered year to write new 
laws and to find solutions to the 
problems facing the state. This 
meeting time, which begins on 
the second Tuesdav in January 
and lasi^, . .iicd liic 
regular sesiiuii.i lit guvcrnor can 
direct the legislature to meet at 
other times also. These meetings, 
called special sessions, can last 
no more than 30 days and deal 
only with issues chosen by the 
governor. 

On the first day of each reg­
ular session, the 150 members of 
the house of representatives 
choose one of their members to 
be the speaker of the house. The 
speaker is the presiding officer of 
the house. He or she maintains 
order, recognizes members to 
speak during debate, and rules 
on procedural matters. 

The speaker also appoints 
the chairs and vice chairs of the 
committees that study legislation 
and decides which other repre­
sentatives will serve on those 
committees, subject to seniority 
rules. There are 31 committees, 
each of which deals with a differ­
ent subject area, and five com­
mittees that deal with procedural 
or administrative matters for the 
house. Most members serve on 
uvo or three diffeieni commit­
tees. 

In the senate, the presiding 
officer is the lieutenant governor, 
who is not actually a member of 
the senate. The lieutenant gover­
nor is the second-highest ranking 
officer of the executive branch of 
government and, like the gover­
nor, is chosen for a four-year 
term by popular vote in a 
statewide election. 

T h e first thing that the 
speaker of the house and the lieu­
tenant governor ask their respec­
tive houses of the legislature to 
do is to decide on the rules that 
the legislators will follow during 
the session. Some legislative pro­
cedures are provided for in the 
state constitution, but additional 
rules can be adopted by a house 
of the legislature if approved by a 
majority vote of its members. 

Once rules have been adopt­
ed, the legislature begins to con­
sider bills. 

In t roducing a Bill 
A representative or senator 

gets an idea for a bill by listening 
to the people he or she represents 
and then working to solve their 
problem. A bill may also grow 
out of the recommendations of 
an interim committee study con­
ducted when the legislature is not 

in session. The idea is researched 
to determine what state law-
needs to be changed or created to 
best solve that problem. A bill is 
then written by the legislator, 
often with legal assistance fi"om 
the Texas Legislative Council, a 
legislative agency which provides 
bill drafting services, research 
assistance, computer support , 
and other services for legislators. 

Once a bill has been written, 
it is introduced by a member of 
ttie house or senate in the mem­
ber's own uhtiwbcit Sometimes, 
similar bills about a particular 
issue are introduced in both 
houses at the same time by a rep­
resentative and senator working 
together. However, any bill 
increasing taxes or raising money 
for use by the state must start in 
the house of representatives. 

House members and sena­
tors can introduce bills on any 
subject during the first 60 calen­
dar days of a regular session. 
After 60 days, the introduction of 
any bill other than a local bill or 
a bill related to an emergency 
declared by the governor requires 
the consent of at least four-fifths 
of the members present and vot­
ing in the house or four-fifths of 
the membership in the senate. 

After a bill has been intro­
duced, a short description of the 
bill, called a caption, is read 
aloud while the chamber is in 
session so that all of the members 
are aware of the bill and its sub­
ject. This is called the first read­
ing, and it is the point in the 
process where the presiding offi­
cer assigns the bill to a commit­
tee. This assignment is an­
nounced on the chamber floor 
during the first reading of the 
bill. 
The C o m m i t t e e Process 

The chair of each committee 
decides when the committee will 
meet and which bills will be con­
sidered.The house rules permit a 
house committee or subcommit­
tee to meet: (1) in a public hear­
ing where testimony is heard and 
where official action may be 
taken on bills, resolutions, or 
other matters; (2) in a formal 
meeting where the members may 
discuss and take official action 
without hearing public testimo­
ny; or (3) in a work session for 
discussion of matters before the 
committee without taking formal 
action. In the senate, testimony 
may be heard and official action 
may be taken at any meeting of a 
senate committee or subcommit­
tee. Public testimony is almost 
always solicited on bills, allowing 
citizens the opportunity to pres­
ent arguments on different sides 
of an issue. 

A house committee or sub­
committee holding a public hear­
ing during a legislative session 
must post notice of the hearing at 
least five calendar days before the 

hearing during a regular session 
and at least 24 hours in advance 
during a special session. For a 
formal meeting or a work session, 
written notice must be posted 
and sent to each member of the 
committee two hours in advance 
of the meeting or an annoimce-
ment must be filed with the jour­
nal clerk and read while the. 
house is in session. A senate com­
mittee or subcommittee must 
post notice of a meeting at least 
24 hours before the meeting. 

After considering a bill, a 
committee may choose to take no 
action or may issue a report on 
the bill. The committee report, 
expressing the committee's rec­
ommendations regarding action 
on a bill, includes a record of the 
committee's vote on the report, 
the text of the bill as reported by 
the committee, a detailed bill 
analysis, and a fiscal note or 
other impact statement, as neces­
sary. 'I*he report is then printed, 
and a copy is distributed to every 
member of the house or senate. 

In the house, a copy of the 
cuilUMWc report is sent to tfllflHT 
dtMPQBRffnntee on CaleiiidSERrBP 
the Committee on Local and 
Consent Calendars for place­
ment on a calendar for consider­
ation by the full house. In the 
senate, local and noncontrover-
sial bills are scheduled for senate 
consideration by the Senate 
Administration Committee. All 
other bills in the senate are 
placed on the regular order of 
business for consideration by the 
full senate in the order in which 
the bills were reported from sen­
ate committee. A bill on the reg­
ular order of business may not be 
brought up for floor considera­
tion unless the senate sponsor of 
the bill has filed a written notice 
of intent to suspend the regular 
order of business for considera­
tion of the bill. 
Moor Action 

When a bill comes up for 
consideration by the full house or 
senate, it receives its second 
reading. The bill is read, again by 
caption only, and then debated 
by the full membership of the 
chamber. Any member may offer 
an amendment, but it must be 
approved by a majority of the 
members present and voting to 
be adopted. The members then 
vote on whether to pass the bill. 
The bill is then considered by the 
full body again on third reading 
and final passage. A bill may be 
amended again on third reading, 
but amendments at this stage 
require a two-thirds majority for 
adoption. Although the Texas 
Constitution requires a bill to be 
read on three separate days in 
each house before it can have the 
force of law, this constitutional 
rule may be suspended by a four-
fifths vote of the house in which 
the bill is pending. The senate 
routinely suspends this constitu­
tional provision in order to give a 
bill an immediate tliird reading 
after its second reading consider­
ation. The house, however, rarely 
suspends this provision, and 
third reading of a bill in the 
house normally occurs on the 
day following its second readi t^ 
consideration. 

In either house, a bill may be 
passed on a voice vote or a record 
vote. In the house, record votes 
are tallied by an electronic vote 
board controlled by buttons on 
each member's desk. In the sen-
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mLK Events 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
from Page 1 
celebrate his life but are actually 
not benefiting any of the causes 
the great civil rights leader 
would stand for. Yes, Black 
Americans, and those labeled 
'minorities'—have come a long 
way: We can go into the front 
door of the business establish­
ments, drink water from the 
same fountains, our children 
can attend the segregated 
schools, vote without threats or 
danger (if the law is observes the 
Law) and we can even buy a 
home anywhere we choose to— 
well almost anywhere! All of 
these things are wonderful and 
worthy of celebration—but also 
worthy of deep study and reflec­
tion on their importance. They 
are important accomplish­
ments—as we still keep in mind 
the reality in shadows behind 
these reasons to celebrate. 
Thousands of people are home­
less on the streets, the numbers 
of families without affordable 
medical coverage continues to 
rise. Rising unemployment, 
mental illness and hunger are a 
daily American experience. We 
tend to see these conditions 
deplorable—as they are—but 
the idea is these are conditions 
in other countries—not the 
USA! If we are blind to the con­
ditions in our own streets, how 
can we profess to live the 
Dream? 

TEACHING OUR YOUTH 
If our young people act like they 
don't care about what it took to 
get 'us' to where we are or where 
we dare enWsion being—we can't 
blame them. The average black 
child may know who Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. is, but it can usu­
ally be described in a brief phrase 
such as, "He fought for our 
ri^ts, or He was famous for the 
'I have a E>ream' speech!" If this 
is what our young people see as 
the importance of Dr. King —we 
have truly lost sight and touch 
with the Dream. Dr. King, the 
person, was the basis for all that 
he marched, preached, prayed 
and stood for. This person was a 
true hero but more the fact; he 
was a great activist, humanitarian 
and communicator. King saw the 
great widespread injustice to his 
people and those worldwide who 
were oppressed for reasons of 
race, ethnicit>' and religion. He 
saw this for the great crime and 
cruelty that it was. The very 
things that make mankind won­
derful and amazing—our differ­
ences—is used by many to isolat­
ed and suppress our progress. Dr. 
King was a strong, caring, brave, 
spiritual and genius human 
being. It is important to keep the 
emphasis on 'human being.' If we 
remember that he was a person, 
with flaws and gifts as possessed 
by all of us. The revelation of how 
great and gifted he was will 
become more obvious with time. 

Martin Luther King Jr. was 
inspired by the great praaice of 
non-violence by Mahatma 
Gandhi; however, his determina­
tion to stand, speak and pursue 
that which he believed to be truth 
should always be honored. 
CHECK YOURSELF 

It is our dutj' to learn about 
'Athe great person of Dr. King— 
and it is our also our duty to 
teach the young people the signif­
icance of MLK to mankind. 
Children learn what they see—we 
teach by our actions and lifestyle. 
Check your life with the basis of 
MLK's Dream: 
1) Are you registered to vote? 
2) Do you know the names and 

views of your political 
Representation? 

3) Have you visited your neigh­
borhood school other than to a 
forced meeting? 

4) What does your child want to 
grow up to be? 

5) Do you have a plan for further 
education? 

If you answered 'No' or 
'Don't Know' to any of these 
questions. You have great oppor­
tunity to promote and support 
the 'Dream'.This is what the per­
son Reverend Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. stood for. We have come 
a long way, however, if we don't 
know how and why we came, 
what can the future be? 'Dare to 
Dream' but be sure to make real­
ity checks along the way! 

Piano MLK 2003 Celebration « 
A Community United: Making the Dream a Reality 

NAACP-Garland Branch to Host 
Annual MLK Parade 

The NAACP-Garland Branch 
will host its 14th annual Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Parade and 
March on Saturday. January 
18. 2003. beginning at 10:00 
a.m. 

Theme: "Celebrating Our 
Youth In Action" 

Grand Marshals: NAACP 
Youth Council Officers 

Parade Route: North on 
Dairy Road @ Beverly Dr. to 
Highway 66 

' West on Avenue D (Hwy. 
' 66) to First Street 

North on First Street to 
Avenue B (Hwy. 66) 

West on Avenue B (Hwy. 
66) to Fifth Street 

North on Fifth Street to 
State Street 

West on State Street to the 
Plaza Theatre 

Program: A commemora­
tive program will be held imme­
diately following the parade at 
the Garland Plaza Theatre, 6th 
(a; State Street, downtown 
Garland. The MLK Citywide 
Youth Choir and the Ida 
Handley Elementary School 
Choir will perform. 

Float Contest: Winners of 
the 2003 MLK Float Contest 
will be announced at the pro­
gram. 

Sunday. lanuarv 19th (a, 
4:00 p.m. 

Celebration Continues: A 
special Drill Team and Praise 
Dance Extravaganza will be 
held on Sunday, 
January 19, 2003, at the Plaza 
Theatre, beginning at 4:00 p.m. 

For more information: Please 
contact the NAACP-Garland 
Branch at (972) 381-5044, 
voice box # 5 . 

B. J. Williams, Branch 
President 

Gwen Daniels, MLK 
Parade and Commemorative 
Program Coordinator 

Rhonda Alley, Drill Team 
and Praise Dance Program 
Coordinator 

Each Januar>', Piano and the 
surrounding communities cele­
brate Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr's birthday with several 
informative and entertaining 
events around the city. The 
events increase in size and atten­
dance every year and 2003 
should be no exception. The 
theme for this year's celebration 
is "A Community United: 
Making the Dream a Reality". 
The schedule of events is shown 
below: 

Saturday January 18 
A parade will start at 10:00 

am at the southeast comer of 
Parker Road and Avenue K. It 
will travel south on Avenue K to 
15th St., east to Avenue L and 
north into the Cit>' Hall parking 
lot. This will be the first year the 
parade has traveled this route. 
In previous years the parade has 
traveled on 15th Street through 
DowntowTi Piano to Cit>' Hall. 
One of the reasons for the new 
route was to avoid crossing the 
new Dart Rail Line. 

Four bands have been con­
firmed to play in the parade; the 

Huntington High School Band 
from Shreveport, LA, the South 
Oak Cliff High School Band, 
the Piano Community Band 
and the Piano People's Band. 
The parade will also consist of 
many community organizations 
with cars, floats, and walkers. 
Grand Marshals will be Clarice 
Tinsley and Steve Eager of Fox 
4 News. 

Immediately following the 
parade there will be an outdoor 
program held in the Cit>- Hall 
plaza area. It wilt include a 
Health and Information fair 
with booths set up for vendors 
to provide information and 
health ser\ices. There will also 
be speakers, performers, and 
performances by the bands. A 
free limcheon will be provided 
to the public. In case of 
inclement weather, the program 
will be moved inside Cit>- Hall. 

SundayJanuary 19 
A Sunday Evening 

Celebration will be held at the 
Custer Road United Methodist 
Church in Piano at 7:00 PM. 
The program will feature guest 

speakers and performances by 
the MLK All Community 
Choir. Celebrity Emcees for this 
event are Clarice Tinsley and 
Steve Eagar. AU area Churches 
and individual singers are wel­
comed to participate in the 
choir. A free dinner will be pro­
vided to the choir members. 

Monday January 20 
A Power Leadership 

Breakfast will be held at the 
Collin County Community 
College, Spring Creek Campus 
at 8:00 AM. The ftall breakfast is 
free to the public. Following the 
breakfast a panel discussion will 
be held amongst the community 
leaders discussing pertinent top­
ics that impact the citizens. 

Thursday January 23 
Piano Independent School 

District will hold its annual 
MLK Multicultural Observance 
at the Piano Centre at 7:00 PM. 
The program includes perform­
ances by the students and an 
awards presentation for winners 
of the MLK art contest. 

For more information call 
972 260-4208 

Mesquite NAACP Prepares for 
Annual MLK Parade 

The Mesquite NAACP is 
having their 2003 annual MLK 
Parade. This year's Grand 
Marshal will be the Dallas 
Desperados along with their 
mascot, players and dancers. 
Other participants are Mesquite 
City Officials, Mayor Mike 
Anderson, Mesquite Police and 
Fire Department. Church's 
attending at this time are Curr\' 
Temple, Family Cathedral of 
Praise who will have 3 entries 
and Mesquite Friendship 
Bapust. Also 97.9 The Beat, 

Poteet ROTC, Mesquite 
NAACP Youth, ACTSO and 
Officers, and John Horn High 
School Homecoming Queen 
Shimtavia Reynolds. 

We are also armouncing our 
Poster winners. The parade 
starts at 10:00 a.m., Saturday 
Januar>' 18. Route will start at 
Florence Black Elementar}' School, 
381 Newsom through Main 
Street in Mesquite. We will use 
the Mesquite High School 
Parade Route, which makes the 
turn at the Cit\' Lake Park Recre­

ation Center and end up back at 
the school. After the parade, 
around 11:30 a.m., the Multicul­
tural event will begin at the Family 
Cathedral of Praise, located on 
Windbel Street in Mesquite. 
The event includes food, music, 
and other cultural favors. 

For more information 
please contact Phyllis Jones at 
972-288-0281 sign up is until 
January 16, 2003. We will like 
more to participate in the 
parade or the Multicultural 
event afterwards. 

Mothers Against Teen Violence Celebrate MLK Day 
Celebrate Martin Luther King 

Day with Mothers Against Teen 
Violence at Le Meridien Hotel (950 
N. Pearl St., Dallas) for the 4th 
Annual MLK Day Breakfast on 
Monday, January- 20 at 8:00 a.m. 
Lynn Briggs of Smooth Jazz 107,5 
will co-host. Joe Clark, Author, 
Educator, and subject of the hit 
mo%'ie, Lean On Me, will kevTioie. 

The uplifting program will also fea­
ture African dancers from the 
Booker T.Washington School for the 
Performing and Visual Arts. Contact 
the MATV development office at 
214-565-0422. Individual tickets are 
S50 per person and can be pur­
chased online at www.mat\Tnc.org. 
Major credit cards are welcome. 

MATV: a 501(c)(3) nonprofii 
organization located in the Wilson 
Historic District of Dallas, is committed 
to making schools and communities 
sc^tr through'tffteiivt urn vtiftmrpre-
veniian. The MLK Day Breakfast is 
sponsored by the Foundation of 
Community Empowerment and 
Friendship West Baptist Church. 
Proceeds benefit MATV 

Around The Town 

On-going 
Nature Stories at Heard 

Natural Science Museum and 
Wildlife Sanctuary, every 
Saturday at 11:00 am., and 
2:00 p.m. Stories are hosted by 
the Heard Nature Store staff, 
and incorporate music, nature 
crafts and nature walks. Free 
with general admission. For 
topics and more details call 
972.562.5566. 

Come and see the Belgian 
draft horses, the mascot hitch 
team for Owens Country 
Sausage and the farming muse­
um in Richardson. Petting zoo 
featuring pygmy goats, lambs, 
turkeys and pot-bellied pigs. 
401 E. Lookout Drive, off 
Piano Road, Richardson. Open 
daily, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call 
972.235.0192. 

Barnyard Buddies, at 
Fairview Farms, 3316 N. 
Central Expwy, at Parker 
Road, next to Hoffbrau. 
Country activities with a 
Western theme for kids. Visit 
the petting zoo, take a hayride 
or pony ride. Picnic tables on 
site. Available for birthday par­
ties. Call 972.633.9779. Open 
7 days a week. 

The Arts Gallery at Collin 
County Community College, 
Spring Creek Campus, displays 
works by students and profes­
sionals. Visitors are welcome, as 
are new and exciting arnsts. 

For more information call; 
972.881.5145. Monday -
Friday: 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.; 
Saturday; 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.; 
Sunday: closed. 

The Dallas Arboretum, 
open year round, 7 days a 
week, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. More 
than seven ihemed gardens to 
see, with sculptures, ponds and 
more. Admission: Adults S7, 
Children 3-12 yrs. of age S4, 
Children 2 and under and 
members are free. Parking S4. 
Main phone number is 214-
327-8263. Event hotline is 
214-327-4901. 

Collin County History 
Museum in the Old Post 
Office, 105 N. Chesmut and 
Virginia Streets, downtown 
McKinney. Hours: Tuesday, 
Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday from 11:00 a.m. -
4:00 p.m. Admission: S2.00 
adults, $1.00 children 6-12, 
$5.00 family. School Tours for 
3rd Grade. Special group tour 
rates. For more information, or 
to arrange group tours call 
972.542.9457 or 

www.collincountyhistory.org. 

January 16 
The Piano Chamber of 

Commerce invites you to 
'Business After Hours', hosted 
by Hooters, 720 N. Central 
Expy, 5:30 p.m.- 7 p.m. RSVP 
at 972-424-7547 ext. 230. 

Richardson Chamber of 
Commerce hosts "An 
Economic Overview for Small 
Businesses", a small business 
roundtable sponsored by the 
Dallas Morning News. UTD 
Professor, Donald A. Hicks, 
Ph.D is the speaker. Held at 
the Holiday Inn Select (1655 
N. Central Expy, 11:15 a.m. -
1:15 p.m. RSVP at rsvp@tele-
comcorridor.com. 

January 17 
2003 Technology Inno­

vation Showcase at the Oitmi 
Richardson Hotel, 11:00 a.m. -
3:30 p.m. The technology in­
dustry showcases technology 
innovations, new products/services 
and next generation devices. 
Exhibitors and sponsors are 
needed. Call 972.234.4141 for 
more information. 

City of Garland Impound­
ed vehicle auction - gates open 
8:30 am, auction at 9:30 a.m., 
1630 Commerce Street. For more 
information call 972.205.2415. 

January 21 
2003 Piano Chamber of 

Commerce Aimual Membership 
Limcheon, 11:30 a.m., at the 
Harvey Hotel, Piano. To re­
serve tickets call 972.424.7547. 

January 22 - 25 
The Marriage Boot Camp, 

at Piano Centre, Spring Creek 
and Jupiter Roads, Wednesday, 

January 22 through Saturday, 
January 25. Wednesday -
Friday 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. and 
Saturday, 10 a.m.-11 p.m. 
Improve marriages by using 
interactive experienual games, 
drills, exercises, & competi­
tions. Admission Charge: 
81,800 per couple, or contact 
for a sponsor. For more infor­
mation contact: Da\id Bishop 
at 972.699.8886 or visit 
www.themarriagebootcamp. com. 

January 23 
"An Evening at the 

Eisemann" for Garland High 
School's School of Performing 
Arts, in the Hill Performance 
Hall, 7:30 p.m. For advanced 
ticket sales & information call: 
Patty Shubert 972.494.8492 
ext. 5357. Tickets: Adults $10/ 
Students $5 at the door on day 
of performance. 

January 24 
Mesquite Chamber of 

Commerce Annual Awards 
Banquet, at the Mesquite 
Convention Center, 1700 
Rodeo Drive, 6:30 p.m. - 9:30 
p.m. After five dress, cash bar. 
Tickets $45 per person before 
Januar>' 17, $50 after. Tables of 
eight available for sponsorship. 
RSVP at 972.285.0211, or 
infofo^mwsquitechamber.com 
by 5 p.m. January' 17. 

Cruise Fair at Piano 
Centre, Spring Creek and 

Jupiter Roads,ll:30a.m.-3p.m. 
Informauve seminars on cruise 
vacations with special offers. 
For more information contact 
Harold E. Oldham, Jr. at 
972.294.2001 or visit 
www.bestcruisevalues.com. 

January 24 
Heard Science Museum 

and Wildlife Sanctuary in 
McKinney is looking for adult 
volunteer trail guides (ages 18 
and older) to iead nature hikes 
on our wildlife sanctuary for 
schools, scout groups, indi\id-
uals and families. Training 
begins January 24. No experi­
ence necessary. Sessions led by 
Heard Museum naturalists at 
the museum Fridays, 9:00 a.m. 
- 12 noon on Januarj' 24, 31 
and February 7, 14,21, and 28. 
Participation in all training ses­
sions is preferred, advanced 
registration is required. Train­
ing sessions include classroom 
study and hands-on training on 
the grounds of the wildlife 
sanctuary. Call Kelly R>T5kema 
at the Heard Museum; 
972.562.5566, ott. 234. Fee is $5. 

January 25 
Mesquite Community 

TTieaire Annual Awards 
Banquet begins at 6:30. For 
tickets and information call 
972/216-8126. 

January 26 

Piano's Annual 'Very 
Sptecial Arts Festival', at Piano 
Centre, Spring Creek and 
Jupiter Roads, 2:00 p.m.-5;00 
p.m. This is a gift to the chil­
dren from over two-dozen 
community organizations who 
staff an array of "make it and 
take it" craft booths. Ail chil­
dren, including those with spe­
cial needs, are invited to attend 
this colorful, creative event! 
Admission is free, even refresh­
ments! For more information 
972.941.7272. 

January 27 
Garland Chamber of 

Commerce holds its monthly 
luncheon from 11:30 a.m. - 1 
p.m., at the Holiday Inn Select, 
11350 LBJ Frwy, Dallas. 
Beverly Carmichael-Southwest 
Airlines is the speaker. Call 
972.272.7551, or email to 
information@garlandcham-
ber.com. 

January 29 
Genealogy Resources on 

the Internet will be offered 
9:00 a.m. to 12 noon at the 
Mesquite Public Library, 300 
W. Grubb Drive. Participants 
need some experience handling 
a computer mouse and the 
Internet. Registration required 
for all classes: call 
972.216.6224. 
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Dunbar Debutantes 
from Page 1 
Denton, and plans to major in 
Sociolog>' and go on to work with 
children. She is also a dancer and 
has taught dance at community 
centers and churches. 

Her escort, Jamison, said he 
has known Evans nearly all his life, 
and was honored that she asked 
him to escort her. He has a connec­
tion to the Dunbar Social and 
Charity Club through his mother, 
as she teaches dance to the grand­
daughter of Dunbar C.E. 
Reynolds. Jamison currently 
attends Collin Count>- Community 
College, and aspires to enter the 
world of sports writing. He said he 
was impressed with the Dunbar 
Club and the debutantes, and is 
hopeful that one day his children 
could be involved. 

"Hopefully I can start a tradi-
rion," said Jamison. "I might even 
be a Dunbar - who knows?" 

The Dunbar Club has present­
ed over 300 debutantes to society' 
since 1978, and is also commined 
to community and charitable activ­
ities. Club President, Ed VChitman, 
who works in Piano, said at least 
half of the club's members live in 
Piano and Richardson. He said the 
club participates in mentoring and 
reading programs at schools, they 
help provide snacks to the children 
in the programs, help with extra­
curricular acti\ities and give finan­
cial, support to the teacher of the 
year. During the evening, X ÎTiitman 
presented a check in the amount of 
one thousand dollars to Mrs. Vera 
Gibbs-Spears, the Dean of 
Instruction at Paul Lawrence 
Dunbar Learning Center in Dallas, 
to be used at the school as she saw 
fit. 

Bruce Weaver, responsible for 
safety and securit>', protocol and 
events coordinator, said it was a joy 
to be a part of the evening. 

"I've been here since 1986, 
and every year it gets more reward­
ing," said Weaver. "We are making 
it better ever>- year." 

He added that the club has is 
now a 501 (c) 3 organization, and 
the members are excited at their 
potential to expand their services, 
allowing them to reach people from 
South Dallas to the Piano area. 
Weaver said he had a couple of peo­
ple at his table pledge financial sup­
port to the club, including Tom 
Wilkins of the Wilkins Group, who 
was particularly impressed with 

LaWinna Diane Evans with her parents, Ms. Freda Joyce Evans and 
Mr.Jimmy Darrin King.Jr. 

Debutante Crj-stal Inez Harold, 
who was named Rookie of the Year 
her first year on her High School 
golf team. 

Lee Jones is in his 5th year of 
membership with the Dunbar 
Social and Charit\' Club. He is 1st 
Vice President, co-chair of the Golf 
Tournament, and is 'Day of the 
Event' co-chair, the club's two 
biggest events. Jones teaches at the 
Special Programs Center for Piano 
ISD, and his wife, Deborah, is a 
Piano ISD Principal. Jonessaid he 
has known Dunbar Lew Lewis for 
thirty years, and was asked by 
Lewis to become a member. Jones 
said they had the opportunity to 
work together for the debutantes' 
ball, as Lewis was co-coordinator 
for the event. Jones is also looking 
forward to expanding the club's 
area of outreach this year, and to 
increase community awareness. 

"It has been a great privilege 
and pleasure to do this," said Jones. 
"We all have a great time getting 
together, and it's getting better 
every year." 

Six Young Ladies of Society 
The Dunbar Social and 

Charity Club Presented Debu­
tantes at Its Ball on Friday Januar̂ -
3, 2003. 

Indra Denise Smithers, daugh­
ter of Mr. Gregory Johnson 
Smithers and Ms. Bonita Felecia 
Perry Smithers of Dallas, Texas. 
She received her high school diplo­
ma from The Health Professions 
Cluster at Yvonne A. Ewell 
Townvicw Magnet Center. She is 
now a sophomore at El Centro 
College, and is working toward 
dual degrees in Paralegal Services 

and Nursing. In the fall she will 
attend Texas Christian University 
to complete her Bachelor's of 
Nursing degree. After graduation, 
indra plans to open her own clinic, 
specializing in Obstetrics and 
Gynecology-. 

Jessica Fayc Dotson, daughter 
of Mr. Charles Henry Dotson, Sr., 
and Mrs. Altamease Hayes Dotson, 
Mr. Osborn Blizzard and Mrs. 
Margie Nell Dotson Blizzard. 
Jessica is a 2001 honors graduate of 
David W. Carter High School in 
Dallas, where she was voted "New 
Comer of the Year" and "Offensive 
Player of the Year" in basketball. 
She is a sophomore majoring in 
Computer Science and Nursing at 
Lane College in -Jackson, 
Termessee, where she is on an aca­
demic/athletic scholarship. She 
plans to become a medical nurse at 
a children's hospital, after a profes­
sional basketball career in the 
WNBA. 

Joy Ellen Forte, daughter of 
Mr. Paul Forte, Jr., of Duncanville, 
Texas, and Mr. and Mrs. Larry 
Jones of Desoto, Texas. She gradu­
ated from Townview Magnet 
Center School of Law in 1999, and 
is currently a junior at Prairie View 
A&M Universiij-, working on her 
Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree in 
ITieater Performance. She recently 
received fourth runner-up honors 
in the Miss Ellis County 
Scholarship Pageant, and will com­
pete in the Miss Texas Pageant in 
July. Joy will train with the "New 
York Radio City Rockettes" this 
month. 

Crystal Inez Harold, daughter 

See Dunbar Debutantes page 10 

Andrea Smith 
from Page 1 

"I have always liked to 
observe people and how they 
behave, so for me, psychology 
was a natural field to go into," 
said Andrea. 

Clinical Psychology is the 
area of psychology- that Andrea 
has the most interest and with a 
Doctorate degree in Psychology, 
Andrea said that she wants to do 
psychology work involving chil­
dren and family counseling and 
maybe open her own psychology 
business one day. 

Since Andrea has been a 
student at Florida A&M 
University, she has been able to 
add quite a list of accomplish­
ments to her resume, which 
include Ronald E. McNair 
Scholar, the McNair Research 
Internship, second place finish 
for research presentation at 
McNair National Research 
Conference, selected to attend 
the 2002 Compact for Faculty 
Diversity Annual Institute on 
Teaching and Mentoring, Deans 
List at Florida A&M for all 
terms, and the National Dean's 
list. 

"Relationship of Number of 
Siblings and Self Esteem in 
Black College Students" is the 
title of the research presentation 
that earned Andrea a second 
place finish at the McNair 
National Research Conference. 
The research paper examined 
the relationship between how 
many siblings one has and self 
esteem in black college students. 

One of Andrea's accom­
plishments of becoming a 
Ronald E. McNair Scholar is 
truly a great accomplishment 
and one that would make any 
student proud. 

The Ronald E. McNair 
Scholars program is named after 
Dr. Ronald E. McNair, who 
died aboard the space shutrie 
Challenger in 1986. 

McNair Scholars are chosen 
on a competitive basis from tal­
ented college level sophomores 
and juniors. The apphcants 
must have a cumulative and 
major grade point average of 3.0 

or better, faculty recommenda-
uons, majoring in any liberal 
arts discipline, and a sincere 
interest in attending graduate 
school at the doctoral level. 

The McNair program was 
created to provide experiences 
for college student at the under­
graduate level that will encour­
age success in graduate school. 
McNair Scholars participate in 
the program for up to two years, 
during which, the students 
engage in research and scholarly 
activities. 

Most of us who encounter 
a young person with such out­
standing academic talents as 
Andrea Smith wonder whom 
their parents are and how they 
have able to influence them to 
study hard and achieve big. 

Andrea's mom, Sandra 
Smith, is a Registered Nurse 
and currendy the Director of 
Risk Management for the 
Denton Regional Medical 
Center. Andrea's Dad, Phillip 
Smith, is an engineer for the 
Ra>theon Corporation. 

When I asked Andrea's 
mother how she encouraged 
Andrea to achieve big as she was 
growing up, she replied that 

both her and her husband set 
the stage by setting expectations 
for the kids. 

"We have always encour­
aged our kids to communicate 
openly with us and have provid­
ed them with a loving, stable 
environment," said Sandra 
Smith. "I think kids thrive when 
they are in a stable environ­
ment." 

The loving, stable environ­
ment formula must work 
because Andrea's sister, Tracey 
Smith, graduated fromTuskegee 
College in 2000, at the top of 
her class, and is now practicing 
as an Occuparional Therapist. 

"My parents never pushed 
me," Andrea said. "They were 
just good examples to me 
because of how they carried 
themselves and their work 
ediic." 

Andrea says that the advice 
that she would give to yoimg 
people concerning education is 
to not be discouraged. Also 
Andrea says that she would 
advice young people to find a 
mentor to lead them through 
their educadonal experience. 

"It really helped me to have 
a mentor," said Andrea. 

DEPRESSED AGAIN? 
T h e D e p a r t m e n t of P s y c h i a t r y a t t h e Univers i ty of 
Texas S o u t h w e s t e r n Medical C e n t e r of Da l las i s 
c o n d u c t i n g r e s e a r c h s p o n s o r e d by t h e Na t iona l 
I n s t i t u t e of Menta l Hea l th on cogni t ive t h e r a p y for 
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If you have e x p e r i e n c e d t h e s e s y m p t o m s m o r e t h a n 
o n c e in y o u r life, a re d r u g free a n d n o t c u r r e n t l y in 
p s y c h i a t r i c t r e a t m e n t , p l e a s e cal l t h e P s y c h o s o c i a l 
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Area News 

Consolidation Vote Set For February 1 
Allen ISD and Lovejoy ISD 

To consolidate or not to 
consolidate...that is the question 
that Allen voters will face at the 
polls in a special election on 
February 1. The Allen ISD 
Board of Trustees voted on 
November 25 to call for the elec­
tion which will ask citizens to 
vote for or against the consolida­
tion of Allen ISD with neighbor­
ing Lovejoy ISD. Earlier in 
November, the Lovejoy ISD 
School Board also called for a 
special election on the issue. 
According to state law, both 
elections must be held on the 
same day (February 1, 2003) 
and a majority of voters in both 
communities must vote for con­
solidation for it to take place. 

Lovejoy ISD is a K-6 school 
district that serves the Fairview 
and Lucas communities east of 
Allen. Lovejoy students in 
grades 7-12 have attended Allen 
ISD middle schools and high 
school for the past twenty-five 
years under a tuition agreement 
that was mutually beneficial to 
both school districts. This year 
approximately 750 Lovejoy stu­
dents are attending Allen 
schools. Another 880 Lovejoy 
students in grades K-6 attend 
Hart or Lovejoy Elementary 
Schools. 

Two factors led Allen school 
administrators to begin dis­
cussing consolidation or separa­
tion options. State legislation 
first passed in 1999 greatly 
reduced the revenue Allen ISD 
could receive from Lovejoy for 
its secondary students. The 
timeline for the law to take effect 
was extended during the 2001 
legislative session but that exten­
sion expires in August 2003. 
Allen ISD would lose approxi­
mately Si.4 million in current 
revenue for 2003-2004 under 
the law. State restrictions would 
prevent Lovejoy ISD from rais­
ing taxes to compensate for the 
lost revenue. 

High enrollment growth in 
both school communities has 
also been a major factor. As the 
number of Lovejoy secou^ary 

-*ftid«it»increases over me next 
ten years, the need for Allen to 
build additional secondary 
school facilities also increases. In 
the past, Allen has built new sec­
ondary facilities for all students 
with the knowledge that spaces 
would be filled from enrollment 
growth if the agreement with 
Lovejoy ISD ended. Now, as 
Allen looks at buildout over the 
next ten years, the school district 
wants to avoid overbuilding sec­
ondary schools. A decision for or 
against consolidation will give 
Allen administrators a better 

picture of how to plan for future 
facility needs. 

A combined group of Allen 
and Lovejoy administrators 
began meeting last simimer to 
study the issue. Both school 
boards first met on September 
16 and a focus group of 100 
patrons and staff members met 
on September 24. A second joint 
school board meeting was held 
on October 7 and public hear­
ings on the issue were held on 
October 22 and 24. The Lovejoy 
school board voted to hold a 
consolidation vote in November 
but also voted unanimously at 
the same meeting to support 
separation from Allen. The Allen 
school board voted on 
December 13 to take an official 
position against consolidation of 
the rwo districts by a vote of 4-2 
with one abstension. 

The merging of two school 
districts is uncommon in current 
day Texas but the laws regarding 
consolidation are very specific. 
As mentioned, a majority in 
both communities must vote in 
favor of the merger on the same 
election day. The election must 
also be held on one of the State's 
four approved uniform election 
days each year. If the proposition 
fails, school districts must wait 
three years to bring it back to 
their voters. If approved by vot­
ers, the consolidation must take 
effect on July 1st following the 
election. Due to the difference in 
size between Allen and Lovejoy, 
Texas law dictates that the 
Lovejoy school board would be 
dissolved upon consolidation. 
Allen board members would 
complete their current terms of 
office. 

The consolidation of Allen 
and Lovejoy ISD in July 2003 
would create a school district of 
approximately 14,000 students. 
Allen ISD's geographic area 
would expand from 29 to 48 
square miles. Allen's potential 
enrollment growth would also 
expand proportionately. Pro­
jections show Allen ISD enroll­
ments in 2012 at approximately 
19,000 studepis^ Combined 
with Lovejoy, the numbers 
would be near 22,500 students 
in ten years. Allen ISD enroll­
ments are expected to level out 
by the year 2014. Growth within 
Lovejoy's boundaries is project­
ed to continue through the year 
2020. 

A fmancial impact study of 
consolidation or separation 
showed no significant advantage 
of one option over another. 
According to the study, Allen 
ISD slightly benefits from the 
increase in property wealth that 

Lovejoy would bring. The 
increased cost of expanding sec­
ondary school capacity', trans­
portation and other support 
services eliminates that slight 
financial advantage. Under 
either scenario, Allen and 
Lovejoy's increasing property 
wealth would lead them to send 
tax revenue back to the state 
(Robin Hood law). A consolida­
tion would push Allen to "Robin 
Hood" status one or two years 
earlier. Together or separate, 
both school districts would be 
financially constrained by the 
state imposed tax cap of SI.50 
for the general fund and .50 for 
the debt service hind. 

The greatest impact of con­
solidation would be on Allen's 
secondary facilities. Allen's com­
prehensive plan shows a total of 
four middle schools at buildout 
compared to five with Lovejoy 
students. The Lowery Freshman 
Center would need to be 
expanded or replaced to accom­
modate the long range growth in 
Lovejoy. 

The combined numbers of 
Allen and Lovejoy students 
would require an additional sec­
ondary facility, according to pro­
jections. Allen High School's 
current enrollment is 2,400 stu­
dents with a capacity for 3,600 
students. The campus was 
designed to accommodate up to 
4,200 students with the addition 
of one more academic house and 
expansion of the school cafeteria 
and library. Long range projec­
tions show approximately 5,500 
students in grades 10-12 under 
consolidation. 

With consolidation, a new 
high school campus would be 
required by the start of the 
2007-2008 school year. In the 
event of a "yes" vote firom both 
communities on February 1, 
planning for the campus would 
begin immediately to accommo­
date students by that date. 

While the decision to con­
solidate or not has greater impli­
cations for the Lovejoy commu­
nity, Allen voters and taxpayers 
must aho decide which course is 
best for Allen ISD. Following six 
months of data gathering and 
public input, the Allen ISD 
Board of Trustees has deter­
mined that this important ques­
tion should be decided by Allen 
voters. 

The election will be held on 
Saturday, February 1, 2003 with 
an early voting period beginning 
January 18. A special consolida­
tion election pamphlet will be 
mailed to Allen voters in early 
January with additional election 
information. 

creative ways to do this, which is 
one of the elements we high­
lighted in our presentation. I 
think the judges agreed." 

The 2002 celebration, 
themed "Hats Off" to America," 
attracted more than 140,000 
people to downtown Garland 
during this year's five-day event. 
Festival patrons enjoyed live 
entertainment on two stages. 
The Main Stage hosted Rick 
Trevino and Asleep at the Wheel 
for Country Night, Mercy Me 
and SonicFlood for Christian 
Night, and Pop Night featured 
KG and the Sunshine Band 
along with Morris Day and the 
Time. 

One of 2002's feature 
attractions was the Rad Hatter, 
who helped kids of all ages cre­
ate spectacular hats from paper 
grocer\' sacks, decorated with 
paints, feathers, glitter and all 
kinds of baubles. Another new 

attraction this year was the War 
Stories tent. Festival patrons 
enjoyed the popular exhibit 
staged in a large Army tent 
where they heard from veterans 
of World War II, Korea, Viet 
Nam and Desert Storm. The 
veterans shared their memories 
and answered questions from 
the audience. They also brought 
historic memorabilia such as 
medals, photographs and even 
old weapons. 

One of the new programs 
assisting on the revenue side 
was a new sponsorship pro­
gram. The "Friends of the 
Festival" campaign encouraged 
indi\idual donations of S25 or 
more. Each "Friend" received a 
special lapel pin. 219 people 
joined the "Friends of the 
Festival" raising almost 57,000. 
The program is planned to con­
tinue in 2003. 

"It is so exciting to have 

such a successful event that 
highlights our great city," said 
Ms. Vochatzer. "People from 
around the world know that 
Garland, Texas is the place to be 
on the Fourth of July!" 

Other festival sponsors 
included Jerry Reynolds' 
Prestige Ford, Texans Credit 
Union, Kroger, Garland Power 
& Light, Cayenta, Rental 
Service Corporation, Dr 
Pepper, and Raytheon. Media 
sponsors included Fox 4, 
kdfi27, KSCS-FM, Memories 
96.7, The Dallas Morning 
News, KLTY-FM, Radio 
Disney, and KISS-FM. 

The city's annual 4th of July 
festival also received three 
awards in the 2002 Pinnacle 
Awards competition sponsored 
by the International Festival & 
Events Association. 

Garland Police Department 
Develops New Program 

"UNIDOS"(UNITED) To Assist 
the Hispanic Community 

The Gariand Police 
Department has developed 
"UNIDOS"(UNITED), an 
educational / informative class 
directed to assist the Hispanic 
community. The meetings will 
be held on the second Tuesday 
of each month starting February 
at the Gale Fields Recreation 
Center, 1701 Dairy Road in 
Garland, 972-205-3090. 

Officer Steve D>'e, who has 
been working on this program 
for the past year, saw a need 
through his observations and 
contacts while working on the 
street. Officer Dye is fluent in 
speaking, writing and translating 
Spanish. "Unidos"CUNITED) 

is a program designed to assist 
the Hispanic community in 
learning more about the 
Garland Police Department and 
the laws unique to Texas and the 
United States. Topics to be cov­
ered include: imderstanding cul­
tural differences, learning about 
the criminal justice system and 
the police department, under­
standing motor vehicle require­
ments and answering any ques­
tions or concerns about living 
and working in the community. 

Officer Steve Dye has devot­
ed a great deal of his personal 
time to developing this program. 
The Garland Police Department 
is excited to be able to host these 

meetings for the community. 
"Living in a country where you 
don't speak the language and 
are not familiar with the laws 
can be very intimidating. I want­
ed to start a program that could 
assist not only the Hispanic 
commimity, but also the poHce 
department, in understanding 
cultural differences. I also want­
ed to use my Spanish speaking 
skills to help educate people, 
who are new to our country in 
understanding the laws and how 
police departments operate" 
said Officer Steve Dye. 

For more information about 
this program contact Officer 
Steve Dye at 972-205-2924. 

Piano Very Special Arts Festival 
Brings Together People of All ABilities 

Hefty Fines Await Illegal Dumpers 
in Mesquite 

Illegal dumping of tires, oil 
and car batteries can seriously 
damage the environment but 
also ruin open spaces and cost 
several thousands of tax dollars 
to clean up. Over the past few 
years, convenient and legal 
opportunities for disposing of 
these products have been made 
available in Mesquite. However, 
illegal dumping continues to be 
a major problem in undeveloped 
areas of the community. In order 

, to combat the problem, the State 
of Texas has established strict 
penalties for illegal dumping. 
Tires are one of the most com­
mon items deposited in vacant 
fields. Disposal fees charged at 
tire changing businesses are 
intended to make sure tires are 
discarded in a safe and appropri­
ate manner. Tlie penalty for one 
dumped tire, weighing about 17 
pounds, is a Class B Mis­
demeanor according to Chapter 

365 of the Texas Health and 
Safety Code. This could mean 
up to six months in jail and fines 
up to $2,000 for anyone wishing 
to avoid a disposal fee. 

TTiere are many options for 
disposal of used motor oil. Many 
local automotive businesses will 
accept the oil and Dallas County 
operates a facility to accept the 
oil at no charge. However, many 
people continue to pour used oil 
onto their lawns and into the 
street. Oil disposed of in this 
manner eventually reaches our 
water supply and has a severe 
impact on the environment. The 
penalty for improper disposal of 
oil is a felony according to the 
Texas Water Code Chapter 
7.176 with fines ranging from 
$1,000 10 $50,000 and up to 5 
years in prison. It is against 
Texas criminal law to use waste 
oil for weed control, fire ant 
eradication or any other purpose 

that allows oil into the environ­
ment. Surprisingly, car batteries 
are also discarded on the side of 
the road. The City of Mesquite 
accepts car, marine and other 
automotive batteries at the 
Citizen's Convenience and 
Recycling Center; however, 
some people still wish to deposit 
these in the trash or on vacant 
property. It is a Class A misde­
meanor with fines up to $4,000 
and one year in jail for dumping 
lead-acid batteries. In order to 
avoid heavy fines or penalties 
and damage to the environment, 
residents are encouraged to dis­
pose of these products properly. 
For more information on appro­
priate disposal of tires, oil, bat­
teries and other items, please 
visit the City of Mesquite Web 
site at www.cityofmesquite.com/ 
solidwaste/index.php or contact 
the RecycUng Coordinator at 
(972) 216-6972. 

The 19th Annual Very 
Special Arts Festival will be held 
on Sunday, January 26, 2003 
from 2 to 5 p.m. The City of 
Piano Parks and Recreation 
Department, in conjunction 
with several local civic and 
school organizations will present 
the Festival at Piano Centre, 
2000 E. Spring Creek Parkway. 

Through the ans, this free 
Festival brings together people 
of all physical and mental abili­
ties to celebrate creativity. 
Children firom ages 3 to 12 will 
delight in the m>Tiad of activities 
available this year ranging from 
making sun catchers and tam­
bourines, to face painting and 
cookie decorating. 

An exciting variety of enter­
tainers have signed on: the 
Dream Catchers Dance Group, 
the Survivors Dixieland Band, 
vocalist Kendra Harshbarger, 
Charles Neel on nola, the Piano 

Senior High German Club Folk 
Dancers and the Denton State 
School rhvthm band. Cit>- of 
Piano Firefighters will bring a 
fire truck on site for hands-on 
inspections, while others make a 
safety-fingerprinting booth 
available. Also, several cos-
txmied characters are scheduled 
to make appearances to capture 
the attention and be pho­
tographed with young \isitors. 
In addition, the Junior League of 
Piano has volunteered to pro­
vide firee refreshments and an 
activit>' 

The amazing thing about 
Piano's Very Special Arts 
Festival is that more than 25 
local civic organizations and art 
groups, and many other individ­
uals pro\ide these "hands-on-
arts" experiences. Groups 
return to this magical e\'ent each 
year because it is one of those 
rare situations where everyone 

wins. Children enjoy creatmg, 
then taking home their new 
treasures. Artist Julio Suarez 
and computer art specialist 
Jacob Korman will also be shar­
ing their talents. 

State VSArts Director Celia 
Hughes and Amy Fortenberry, 
Piano Recreation Services 
Manager, will officially open this 
year's Festival and welcome visi­
tors. Parents, teachers or any­
one who nurtures children are 
encouraged to attend and create 
great crafts to last a lifetime. 

The goal of VSArts is to 
enhance artistic expression and 
the quahty of life through the 
arts for all people. For more 
information about the 2003 Very 
Special Arts Festival, call Joan 
Shopoff, Therapeutic Recreation 
Super\'isor, at 972-941-7272 or 
Therapeutic Recreation 
Coordinator Addy Paruolo at 
972-941-7327. 

Garland Event Wins 
International Award 

The City of Garland's 2002 
Star Spangled Fourth won the 
Gala Award for Best 
Fair/Festival from the 
International Special Events 
Society and Special Events 
Magazine. The winners of this 
year's Gala Awards were named 
Saturday, January 11, 2003 in 
Orlando, Florida. Entries for the 
competition went through three 

rounds of judging to earn a 
nomination. Also nominated for 
Best Fair/Festival were the 2002 
Pasadena Cherry Blossom 
Festival and "600 Festival" at 
Lowes Motor Speedway in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. 

Garland's annual Star 
Spangled Fourth event is pro­
duced by the City's Community 
Relations Department; however 

almost every department in the 
City is involved in some aspect 
of the event. 

"I think that one of the rea­
sons we won the award this year 
was our commitment to lower­
ing costs and increasing rev­
enue," said Cindy Vochatzer, 
Director of Community 
Relations. "Everyone looked for 

Continued next column 

McKinney/Fairview 
from Page 1 
September. 

Some people reportedly 
believe that the citizens' rollback 
election 'accelerated' the deci­
sion to drop the lawsuit against 
the McKinney airport. The sig­
natures pressured officials for a 
special election on February 3. 
This election would rollback 
taxes due to the increase associ­
ated with lawsuits and land pur­
chased by Fairview in the air­
port dispute. There was the pos­
sibility of foreclosure due to less 
tax revenue from Fairview. 
Under those circumstances, 
added debt would be avoided 
and Fairview has decided to 
keep any development of the 
200 acres 'airport-friendly.' 

Brian Loughmiller, Mc­
Kinney city council representa­
tive for District 4 and liaison to 
the Airport Board offered an 
insight to the situation. "This 
has been going on for several 
years. I was elected in June and 
the 'issues' were in process then. 
Fairview and other communi­
ties had complaints and lawsuits 
that McKinney was not able lo 
address without adeqiute pro­

cedures that would take time," 
Loughmiller continued. "A 
mediator was needed so that all 
sides would be able to hear the 
concerns and goals involved. 
McKinney had to learn what 
could and could-not be done 
before addressing the issues 
Fair\'iew had. Some studies are 
required by law and must be 
completed before any decisions 
or changes can be implemented. 
It could be 12 to 24 months 
before all this is done.There was 
a mutual decision to put the lit­
igation and lawsuits aside in 
order to better communicate 
during the process." 

"There are still mediation 
issues concerning annexation of 
land and boundaries surround­
ing the airport," said 
Loughmiller. "This was the best 
move toward a favorable out­
come for McKinney and 
Fairview and all of Collin 
County. To move beyond this 
confusion, an agreement was 
reached to notify all couns and 
to table everything pending 
completion of all studies and 
results. The lawsuits have not 
been dismissed," Loughmiller 
added. "If the general studies 
results do not compliment both 

communities, the understand­
ing is that they still have options 
to continue with legal address." 

Loughmiller continued, 
"Once the final studies and 
reports are in, we will sit down 
with the people, involved busi­
nesses and concerned groups 
from Fairview. With the review 
of public and private studies 
available, McKinney and 
Fair\'iew will be able to deter­
mine what is best for the com­
munities. All decisions are being 
made with consideration and 
sensitivity to the community 
.today and in the long-range. I 
plan to work for the best out­
come during my term and it is 
my wish along with fellow coun­
cil-members to help find solu­
tions that benefit the city and 
citizens through changes in the 
future." 

Fairview Town Admin­
istrator, John Godwin said, "We 
are quiet enthusiastic about 
reaching a decision that works for 
both Fairview and McKinney 
citizens." Everyone seems 
pleased to see the argument 
finally come to an end with 
these new positive steps in plan­
ning for involved communities. 
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Blackonomics 
How a Bill Becomes Law 

firom Page 3 
ate, record votes are taken by 
calling the roll of the members. 

If a bill receives a majority 
vote on third reading, it is con­
sidered passed. When a bill is 
passed in the house where it orig­
inated, the bill is engrossed, and 
a new copy of the bill which 
incorporates all corrections and 
amendments is prepared and 
sent to the opposite chamber for 
consideration. In the second 
house, the bill follows basically 
the same steps it followed in the 
first house. When the bill is 
passed in the opposite house, it is 
returned to the originating 
chamber with any amendments 
that have been adopted simply 
attached to the bill. 

If a bill is returned to the 
originating chamber without 
amendments, it is put in final 
form, signed by the speaker and 

e 
£St 

} • • • • 

PH'|-

AH Money Ain't Good Money 

Sev: State Rep. Jodie Laubenberg and supporter Linda Schneck 

must be approved or rejected 
without amendment. If approved 
by both houses, the bill is signed 
by the presiding officers and sent 
to the governor. 
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us Congressman Sam Johnson, wife Shirley and Rick \eudorff, 
Collin County GOP chair 

lieutenant governor, and sent to 
the governor. 
Action on the Other House's 
Amendments and Conference 
Committees 

If a bill is returned to the 
originating chamber with 
amendments, the originating 
chamber can either agree to the 
amendments or request a confer­
ence committee to work out dif­
ferences between the house ver­
sion and the senate version. If the 
amendmenti aa' agreed to, the 
bill irtfiil fnTiRfl fbrm,*'srgried by 
the presiding officers, and sent to 
the governor. 

Conference committees are 
composed of five members from 
each house appointed by the pre­
siding officers. Once the confer­
ence committee reaches agree­
ment, a conference committee 
report is prepared and must be 
approved by at least three of the 
five conferees from each house. 
Conference committee reports 
are voted on in each house and 

Governor's Action 
Upon receiving a bill, the 

governor has 10 days in which to 
sign the bill, veto it, or allow it to 
become law without a signature. 

If the governor vetoes the bill and 
the legislature is still in session, 
the bill is returned to the house 
in which it originated with an 
explanation of the governor's 
objections. A two-thirds majority 
in each house is required to over­
ride the veto. If the governor nei­
ther vetoes nor signs the bill 
within 10 days, the bill becomes 
a law. If a bill is sent to the gov­
ernor within 10 days of final 
adjournment, the governor has 
until 20 days after final adjourn­
ment to sign the bill, veto it, or 
allow it to become law without a 
signature. 
Constitutional Amendments 

Proposed amendments to 
the Texas Constitution are in the 
form of joint resolutions instead 
of bills and require a vote of two-
thirds of the entire membership 
in each house for adoption. Joint 
resolutions are not sent to the 
governor for approval, but are 
filed direcdy with the secretary of 
state. A joint resolution propos­
ing an amendment to the Texas 
Constitution does not become 
effective undl it is approved by 
Texas voters in a general elec­
tion. 

SOURCE.Texas Legislature 

US Congressman Sam Johnson, wife Shirley and Rick Seudorff, Collin 

County GOP chair 

Car Review 

By. James CUngman 
There is an excellent book 

tided, "Betrayal By Any Other 
Name," written by Dr. Khalid 
Al-Mansour, in which he notes 
that the original charter of the 
NAACP prohibited the owner­
ship of land by that organiza­
tion. Of course, we know it was 
white people who started and 
initially funded the NAACP, 
thus, in light of that historical 
reality, let's look at one example 
of what Dr. Mansour says about 
the differences between the 
solutions offered to solve Black 
problems versus those offered to 
solve similar problems faced by 
white people. One example 
Mansour uses centers on the 
problem of the establishment 
and maintenance of a viable 
economic infrastructure for 
White and Black organizations. 
He cites the solutions that White 
organizations implemented 
included "investment of private 
capital, government incentives, 
establishment of banks, trade 
and exports, development of 
infrastructure, and great 
emphasis on business, educa­
tion, vocational training, and 
strong leadership." Solutions 
offered by the NAACP included 
the "elimination of segregation, 
desegregate, vote, and own no 
land." According to Mansour's 
book, the NAACP charter pro­
hibited that organization from 
owning land. Now, you figure 
this one out. If the majority of 
those who established the 
NAACP were White, and we 
know they were, why did they 
insist that the organization not 
own land, the very basis of eco­
nomic empowerment? Too often 
we allow our organizations to 
fall into the role of puppet 
because we take money and 
assistance from those who 
would "keep us in our place." 
There is a similar situation 
occurring in "comedy central 
USA," Cincinnati, Ohio, that 
will culminate in a confronta­
tion between pro boycott groups 
and the Black organization 
known as the Cinciimati Arts 

2004 FORD F-150 LAUNCHES A 
NEW ERA OF BUILT FORD TOUGH 

The dominant force in pickups 
has just upped the ante. 

Now, as it celebrates more than 
85 years of truck experience and 55 
years of legendar>' F-Series accom­
plishments, Ford is again redefining 
America's truck. 

The all-new 2004 Ford F-150 
creates a bold first impression as it 
extends Ford's tradition as 
America's Tough Truck leader. It 
creates an even bigger lasting 
impression when its 
doors are opened to 
reveal a re\oiutionar>-
interior design with 
refinement, comfort 
and spaciousness 
unparalleled in a 
truck. 

The combination 
of Tough Truck capa­
bility and refmemeni 
sets a new standard 
for the industry. 
Toughness. Strength. 
Pulling Power. Fuel 
Economy. Safety. 
Interior spaciousness. 
Refinement. Driving dynamics. 
Stability. Functionalitv-. Cargo 
capacii>*. Comfort. Stj'le. 

Ford pioneered the pickup, 
gave it the first V-8 engine and Crew 

' Cab and went on to create a brand 
that is synonj-mous with truck lead­
ership. Tough, capable and power­
ful, the F-Series has been the best-
selling full-size pickup for 25 years 
as of December 2002 and the 
nation's favorite vehicle for 20 years 
running. The Ford F-Series is 
America's truck. 

The all-new F-150 exterior is 
designed to be confident, powerful, 
fresh and refined. Drawing on 
design elements from the current F-
150, the F-Series Super Dut>' lineup 
and die Mighty F-350 TONKA 
concept, the new truck's taut, bold­
ly chiseled shape resonates Ford 
Tough Truck tradition. 

"Creating ap all-new F-150 
was about asserting the toughness 
and truck capabilit\' of the leader," 

said Pairick Schiavone, design 
director, Ford Tough Trucks. 

"We definitely wanted to push 
the design to a new level, to move 
the excitement needle up a notch. 
The result is a shape s>Tnbolic of 
strength with an underlying tone of 
sophistication that really gives this 
truck aspirational qualities," 
Schiavone said. 

Tall-shouldered and proud, the 
new F-150 profile features a self-
assured, "planted" stance achieved 
throu^ widening the front and rear 

tracks more than 1.5 inches. New 
larger standard wheel and tire com­
binations reside in straightforward 
circular wheel arches that visually 
communicate power. 

The bold front-end design con­
veys strength and symbolizes the 
powerful engine range. It features 
new quad-circle-styled headlamps 
designed in form-foUows-funcuon 
clusters, and incorporates a new 
wrap-around fascia treatment that 

c o m m u n i c a t e s 
refined sophistica­
tion and precision. 
A bold bumper 
with integral 
foglamps, when 
equipped, and tow 
hooks (on 4x4 
models) complete 
[he look. 

Enhancing the 
truck's visual 
strength is its high 
beltline, which 
draws attention to 
its chiseled, power­
ful flanks and a 

roofline reminiscent of chopped-top 
custom street trucks. A more verti­
cal lumblehome (the inward bow of 
the side windows) balances the visu­
al weight of the lower body while 
allowing nearly flush side glass, a 
mark of refinement. The doors 
adopt the Ford signamre stepped-
down behline - a feature that aids 
outward visibility while providing an 
athletic rake that dynamically links 
the front and rear of the truck. 

Consortium. For more than 10 
years, the consortium has held a 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Breakfast in downtown 
Cincitmati, at the Hyatt Hotel. 
This year's event will be on Jan. 
20t and will find itself embroiled 
in national controversy and 
massive local protest. The 
organization will hold its cele­
bration in the boycott zone 
despite, of all things, a personal 
request from Martin Luther 
King III asking them not to do 
so. As of Jan. 6, the organiza­
tion's "board," made up of dif­
ferent people, ^Tiite and Black, 
but funded primarily by White-
owned corporations, the consor­
tium has refused to comply with 
King's request. The main rea­
sons given for its refusal is 
(wouldn't you guess it?) money. 
First of all, those sponsoring the 
breakfast are surely behind the 
scenes calling the shots. Just as 
we experienced with our local 
NAACP and Community 
Action Agency, there are those, 
Black and White, who hold 
these organizations hostage by 
threatening them with with­
drawal of their precious spon­
sorship fimds if they do not con­
form to corporate desires and 
motives. The national office of 
the NAACP called our local 
office and told them not to hold 
their annual dinner in the boy­
cott zone; they ended up mov­
ing it. The Community' Action 
Agency, did not comply with the 
wishes of the boycotters because 
its corporate funding was 
threatened by corporate lackeys, 
one of which is former federal 
Judge Nathaniel Jones, who is 
on the Toyota "diversity" advi­
sory board that was formed 
after Jesse Jackson threatened, 
of all things, a boycott ofToyota. 
My point is this: We just cele­
brated a series of days called 
Kwanzaa, one day of which was 
dedicated to self-determination. 
How self-determined are we 
when we allow organizations 
that are suppose to benefit 
Black people to be co-opted by 
corporations that do not have 

the best interests of Black folks 
in mind? Where is our self-
determination when we submit 
to the demands and commands 
of puppet masters? All money is 
not good money, especially 
money that is attached to a rope 
with which to hang our people. 
My contention is that we must 
create revenue streams that give 
our organizations long sustain-
ability and viabilit>'. Sure it's all 
right if some corporation wants 
to assist, but if they also seek to 
control our organizations, it's 
time to give them their money 
back or just say "no" to it. 
Additionally, if our organiza­
tions are doing what their mis­
sion statements describe, and 
they are providing a necessary 
ser\'ice to Black folks, it follows 
that Black folks have the pri­
mary obligation to support 
them. If, as our local arts con­
sortium has stated, they will lose 
corporate funding if they go 
against the grain, so to speak, 
then it follows that Black folks 
should step in and fill that cor­
porate gap. We should also pim-
ish the corporate culprit for its 
attempt at compromising our 
organization. 

And finally, if a particular 
Black organization is doing such 
a good job for Black people, and 
it loses some corporate funds. 
Black people will surely take 
care of it, won't we? If not, 
maybe that means we don't real­
ly need that particular organiza­
tion. 

James E. Clingman, an 
adjunct professor at the 
University of Cincinnati's 
African-American Studies de­
partment, is former editor of the 
Cincinnati Herald Newspaper 
and founder of tlie Greater 
Cincinnati African American 
Chamber of Commerce. He 
hosts the radio program, 
"Blackonomics," and is the 
author of the book, "Economic 
Empowerment or Economic 
Enslavement-We have a 
Choice." He can be reached at 
(513) 489-4132, or by e-mail at 
jcnngman@iblackonomics.com. 

Obituary 
Southwestern Baptist Seminary's 
First Full-Time African American 

Faculty Member Dies at 38 
By Gregory Tomlin 
FORTWORTH,Texas (BP) 

— Raymond Bernard Spencer, 
assistant professor of preaching 
at Southwestern Baptist 
TTieological Seminary, died 
unexpectedly at his home in 
Fort Worth, Texas, Jan. 10. 

Spencer, 38, was the semi­
nary's first fulltime African 
American faculty member, 
known among fellow faculty 
members for his congenial spirit 
and humility. He died from nat­
ural causes, but the Tarrant 
County Medical Examiner's 
office has not made public the 
exact cause of death. 

Funeral service was held 
Wednesday at New Rising Star 
Baptist Church in Fort Worth, 
where Spencer was assistant pas­
tor. Services are still being 
planned in Houston at Hopewell 
Baptist Church, with burial 
scheduled for Friday in Houston 
Memorial Garden. 

Born in Houston, Spencer 
attended Oklahoma Christian 
University, where he received a 
bachelor of science in 1989. He 
received a master of divinity 
from Southwestern Seminary in 
1993 and then completed a 
Ph.D. at the seminary. 

Spencer debated his call to 
the ministry, but asked God to 
make his path certain by provid­
ing a sign. In a 1998 interview 
with the Fort Worth Star-
Telegram, Spencer said he asked 
God to send three people his 
way in a single day, all of whom 
were to call him "preacher." God 
fulfilled the request. 

"I prayed, and I asked the 
Lord, I told him that the only 
way I would do it was if I were 
100 percent sure that he would 
be with me," Spencer said. "Just 
as I am talking with you, I heard 
a voice say, 'I am with you.' 
From that moment on, no 
doubts." 

Spencer was elected to the 
faculty at Southwestern in 1998 
while still a doctoral student. 

He taught "Principles of 

Raymond Bernard Spencer 

Biblical Preaching" and other 
preaching-related courses. 

Spencer's election to the fac­
ulty was not based on race. 
Southwestern President Kenneth 
Hemphill said. "When he was 
brought onto the faculty, his elec­
tion was, I told the media then, 
not an issue of color. He was 
simply the best qualified for the 
position," Hemphill said Jan. 12. 

Al Fasol, distinguished pro­
fessor of preaching at South­
western, said Spencer had 
impressed the entire preaching 
faculty with his skill and with his 
doctoral dissertation. "He was a 
student of mine ... an outstand­
ing student, very bright. He 
broke some new ground with his 
dissertation on black preaching 
and gave us all a new under­
standing on imager^' in black 
preaching," Fasol said. "He was 
going to be one of the strong 
members of our facult>'." 

"Raymond was an outstand­
ing scholar and preacher who 
brought together the best of the 
academic world and practical 
ministry skills," Hemphill said. 
"He was a favorite among the 
students. He was one of the 
bright stars among Southern 
Baptist scholars of all races." 

Wilham Wilson, also a 
Ph.D. graduate from South­
western who co-owned a home 
with Spencer, said the seminary 
had lost an influential facult>' 
member. "He was going to mold 

a generation of preachers for the 
better.... We're going to miss out 
on that opportunity," Wilson 
told the Fort Worth Star-
Telegram. 

Wilson and Spencer were 
best friends, Fasol said, and the 
two often remarked that when 
they married and had famifies 
they would still live near one 
another. "They wanted to live 
close so their children could 
know each other," Fasol said. 

Other facult>' members at 
the seminary recalled Spencer's 
qualities of humiUty and conge-
niaHt>'. Larry Ashlock, assistant 
dean of the pastoral ministries 
division, called Spencer a "gra­
cious man." 

"Sometimes you have peo­
ple who are larger than life that 
make you feel Hke you're the 
only person on the planet, like 
you are a person of value and 
worth. In that sense, Christ's 
hands touched your life," 
Ashlock said. "That's how it was 
with Raymond." 

Karen Bullock, associate 
dean for the Ph.D. degree, 
worked alongside Spencer as 
they mentored the Fellowship of 
Black Seminarians. She said 
Spencer was "a treasured gift to 
the facult>' and to all of us at 
Southwestern Seminary." She 
recalled that he often baked 
cookies for his colleagues in 
adjoining offices and was fond of 
giving ever>-one "bear hugs." 

"Raymond was so dear to all 
of us. We respect him and we 
were so excited about what God 
was doing in his life," Bullock 
added. 

"We are sorrowfiil, but we 
do not grieve like those who 
have no hope," • seminary 
spokesman David Porter said. 
"We rest assured in God's prom­
ise that he has a design beyond 
what we can see. Dr. Spencer 
was a valued member of the 
seminary family. The training 
that he imparted to yoimg min­
isters will resuh in glory for God 
and his Kingdom." 
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Arts and Entertainment 

SOUNDS FROM WITHIN PRODUCTIONS DEBUTS 
"HOLDING ON" 
AT EASTFIELD COLLEGE 

Friday, February 7 at 8 PM 
Dallas, TX... Sounds from Within 

writer/director Che Hill debuts his new stage 
play "Holding On" at Eastfield College as part of 
their celebration of Black History Month. The 
play chronicles the tragic events in the life of 
OTHELLO ST. CLAIR, a talented young saxo­
phonist in the early 70's. Just as his dream of 
securing a lucrative recording contract with a 
prominent record label is within his reach, he 
loses his family in a horrific accident. 
Overwhelmed by grief and anger, Othello finds 
comfort in the very thing that causes him to 
question his existence...alcohol. He finds him­
self at a bitter crossroad when he must decide if 
he will allow himself to slowly vanish in a bot­
tomless pit of depression or if he will confront 
the most difficult thing he's ever had to face in 
his life and keep holding on. The performance 
will take place on Friday, February 7 at 7 PM in 
the Eastfield College Performance Hall. 
Admission is free. 

"My plays are true to life productions," says 
Hill. "These things happen. Tragedy happens. 
And often times, we find ourselves in seemingly 
insurmountable situations, and we have to 

decide if our will to hold on and move through 
the pain, is greater than our grief." "HOLDING 
ON" is the follow up to Hill's critically 
acclaimed "ON THE EDGE". The play was 
highly praised for its message to at risk youth 
regarding the pitfalls of drug dealing. Its realis­
tic depiction of the consequences of getting 
involved in that dangerous lifestyle was hailed by 
critics as powerful, moving and much needed in 
a time when people often talk about the risks, 
but few authors write about them. "HOLDING 
ON" promises to deliver the same intensity as 
Hill's other works, as it has been described as 
"...excellent," "interesting and entertaining," 
and a play that has "a poetic vibe that serenades 
the mind." 

The mission of Sounds from Within is to 
touch people from all walks of life through the 
theatrical, oratorical, and motivational experi­
ence with realistic scenarios that help them to 
view their own lives in meaningful light. They 
specialize in the creation of works that have high 
moral values in a morally deprived societ\' and 
productions that the whole family can enjoy, that 
are beneficial to youth. Hill concludes, "We 

Business Services Director̂  
Fax or Email copy for quote. Fax 972-509-9058 
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BEST PRICES IN TOWN 

CUDDLECARE DAYCARE 
Locaied off Alma between Legacy & Hedgecox 

IS NOW OPEN FOR ENROLLMENT 
Our Mission: 

K Cuddlccare a lo pruvidc 3 [luriunng home 
envnwirocni full of luvt ind aiienuv«)tst, 

leammg, laughter ani inicraoive pby. 

Our amicuium is Jesigned Ki tievciop our child'. 
seif-confiifciKt and Mlf-wicem bv allowing each 

child to devekip a namnd desire 10 kam 

Call NOW 10 cnnJl 

972-202-8668 
"He Gmuintly latv OuUrtn ' 

Zl TECH 
SERVICE 

Servicing: Computers, Laptops, 
Desktops, Laser printers and more. 

Factory Trained and Certifled in HP, 
IBM, Dell , Lexmark, Okidata 

Noor All 
Field EngineerlConsultant 

A+,NANS\NSNS 
Member ofNACE, NCA, NaSPA 

Phone:972-279-1721 • Cell: 214-707-5455 
Pager: 972-356-3711 

Career ODDortunities 
Fax or Email copy for quote: ' Fax 972-509-9058 • opportunityttmonthegazette.com 

N • /• enturi 
staffing partners 

Now hiring for Warehouse! 
Positions in the McKinney area 

Work three days - off four! 
Shifts available: 

Days: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 6am-6pm S6,50 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday 6am-6pm 86.50 

Nights: Sunday, Monday Tuesday 6pm-6am S7.40 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 6pm-6arp 87.40 

Waik-ins tveicome 

Monday - Friday 
9-1 lam and l-3pm 

6100 Ave. K, Suite 117 
Piano, TX 75074 

972-881-9898 

CITY OF 
PLANO, TEXAS 
Piano POLICE HOTLINE 

( 9 7 2 ) 9 4 1 - 7 2 9 9 

FIRE HOTLINE 
<972) 941-7402 

24 HOUR 
CAREER INFORMATION HOTLINE 

(972)941-7116 

Home Page: www.plano.tx.org 

FAX (972) 941-7239 

'l||l.' 
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ma 
For a listing of 

Current Business 
Opportunities with the 

City of Allen go to 
www.ci.allen.tx.us/ 

purchasing/ 
purchasing.htm 

or call 972-727-0185 

strive to represent realistic aspects of the African 
American experience today, providing insight 
into how black men and women truly inter­
act...the intelligence, strength and spirituality of 
who we are." 

Don't miss this remarkable stage play by one 
of the area's most talked about young artisans! 
For more informadon on attending "HOLD­
ING ON" or booking a performance log onto 
wviTA'.sfivproducnons.com or contact Che Hill 
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NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS OF PROPOSED 
TEXAS HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTS 

Sealed proposals for highway impro\-ement contracts will be received by the 
Texas Department ofTransponation (TxDOT) until the dateCs) Shown below, and 
then publicly read. 

CONSTRUCnON/MAINTEXANCE CONTRACT(S) 

Distria: Fon Worth 
Contract 0014-16-244 for MILL AND OVERLAY in TARRANT County will be 
opened on February- 04, 2003 at 1:00 pm at the State Office. 
Contract 0171-05-078 for ROTO.SULL AND ACP OVERLAY in TARRANT 
Countj", etc will be opened on Februarj' 05, 2003 at 1:00 pm at the State Office. 
Contract 0902-00-081 for UPGRADE SIGNAL LENSES in TARRANT County, 
etc will be opened on February 05, 2003 at 1:00 pm at the State Office. 
Contraa 0902-00-083 for SCHOOL FLASHER PAGER ACTIVATION in TAR­
RANT Count>-, etc will be opened on February 05, 2003 at 1:00 pm at the Slate 
Office. 

Contract 0902-48-406 for LANT)SC\PE DEVELOPMENT in TARRANT 
Count>' will be opened on Fcbruarj- 05, 2003 at 1:00 pm at the State Office. 
Contract 0902-18-108 for L\NT)SCAPE DEVELOPMENT in TARRANT 
County will be opened on February' 04, 2003 at 1:00 pm at the Slate Office. 

Plans and specifications are a\-ailable for inspection, along with bidding pro­
posals, and applications for the TxDOT Prcqualified Contractor's list, at the appli­
cable State and or District Offices listed below. Bidders must submit prequalifi-
cation information to TxDOT at least 10 day's prior to the bid dale to be eligible 
to bid on a project. Prequalilicadon materials may be requested from the State 
Office listed below. Plans for the above contract(s} are available from TxDOTs 
website at www.dot.siaie.tx.us and from reproduction companies at the expense of 
the contractor. NPO: 8795 

State Office 

Construction Division 
200 E. Riverside Dr. 
Austin, Texas 78704 
Phone: 512-t 16-2540 

District Office(s) 

Fort Worth District 
District Engineer 
2501 Southwest LP820 
Ft Worth, Texas 76133 
Phone:817-370-6500 

Minimum wage rates are set out in bidding documents and the rates will be 
part of the contract. TXDOT ensures that bidders will not be discriminated 
against on the grounds of race, color, sex, or national origin. 

matftimmahmimiimmi^' 

THE HOlSnC AlTHORm OF 

THE a n ' OF DALUS, TEXAS 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
The Housing Authority of the City of Dallas. Texas ("DHA") is accepting Proposals from 
responsible and responsive businesses for a two (2) year contract with the possibility of one (1) 
one-year extension for a Fiscal Audit of the DHA's Retirement Plan. 

Written Proposals will be accepted until 4:00 p.m. C.S.T.. Monday. February 7. 2003 at the 
Compliance Department, DHA, 3939 North Hampton Road, Dallas. Texas 75212. A Pre-
Proposal Conference will be held on Thursday. January 30. 2003 at 10:00 a.m. C.S.T. at DHA's 
Executive Board Room. 3939 North Hampton Road, Dallas. Texas 75212. 

Proposals package may be obtained from DHA's Compliance Department at 3939 North 
Hampton Road, Dallas. Texas 75212 or by calling 214/951-8397. 

DHA RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL 
PROPOSALS IF SUCH ACTION IS IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST 
AND TO WAIVE ANY AND ALL INFORMALITIES AND MINOR 

IRREGULARITIES 

NORTH TEXAS TOLLWAY AUTHORITY 

NORTH TEXAS TOLLWAY AUTHORITY 
PUBLIC ADVERTISEMENT 

Sealed bids for construction of President George Bush Turnpike/I.H.635 

Interchange to North of Valley View Lane covered by Contract DNT-335 will be 

received at the offices of the North Texas Tollway Authority (the "NTTA"), 5900 

W. Piano Pkwy.,Suite 100, Piano, TX 75093, (214) 461-2000, until 1:30 p.m., 

January 30, 2003, and then will be publicly opened and read. Plans for this proj­

ect will be available January 7, 2003, at the address above. 

Specifications may be seen for examination and for information at the office of the 

NTTA, 5900 W. Piano Parkway, Suite 100, Piano,Texas 75093. Proposals may be 

obtained from the North Texas Tollway Authority, address listed above, upon pay­

ment of One Hundred Fifty (5150.00) Dollars, which sum will not be refunded. 

The usual rights are reserved. 
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TITAS SALUTES BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
WITH THE DANCE PERFORMANCE OF 

RONALD K. BROWN/EVIDENCE 
"Ronald K. Brmvnl 

Evidence provides the kind of 
theater experience that al­
most makes yon forget 
you're in the theater." -The 
Herald-Sun, Durham North 
Carolina 

DALLAS, TX - TITAS' 
2002-2003 Dance Season con­
tinues with a salute to Black 
History Month. 

TITAS presents the 
Dallas Debut of RONALD K. 
BROWN/ EVIDENCE on Fri­
day, January 31st and 
Saturday, February 1st at 
8PM at SMU's McFarlin 
Auditorium. Heralded by 
Dance Magazine as one of the 
best choreographers of the 21 st 
century, Brown founded EVI­
DENCE in 1985 to present 
modern works portraying per­
spectives of African-American 
culture and history. 

Numerous companies in­
cluding Al\in Ailey American 
Dance Theater, Ailey II, Day­
ton Contemporary Dance 
Company and Philandanco 
have commissioned RONALD 
K. BROWN'S works. While ho 
is often compared Alvin Ailey, 
Brown and his company are 
forging their own dance vocab­
ulary, one that is highly diverse 
and resonates with any audience. 

RONALD K. BROWN 
E V I D E N C E 
J A N U A R Y 3 1 & J 
F E B R U A R Y I , 2 0 0 3 

Based in New York City, 
RONALD K. BROWN/EVI­
DENCE has been featured at 
major festivals in the U.S. and 
abroad including Lyon/ 
Biennale de la Dance, Jacob's 
Pillow Dance Festival, American 
Dance Festival, and National 
Black Arts Festival. 

Tickets (SlO-855) for 
RONALD K. BROWN/EVI­
DENCE are available at the 
TITAS Box Office, 3101 North 
Fitzhugh, Suite 301, Dallas, TX 
or by phoning 214-528-5576 or 
faxing 214-528-0126, or online 
at www.titas.org. TITAS also 
offers a new $5 Student Ticket 
CK-I2) that is available only at 
the McFarlin Auditorium Box 
Office on the day of the show. 
Group discounts are available -
call the TITAS Box Office for 
more information. 

This special presentation 
of RONALD K. BROWN/EVI­
DENCE is made possible 
through the generous support 
of American Airiines, Philip 
Morris Companies Inc., The 
Dallas Morning News, KERA 
90.1 FM, Dallas Office of 
Cultural Affairs, Circle R 
Group, Heritage Rare Coins, 
The Stoneleigh Hotel and 
WFAA-TV. 

Naitonal Security 

Earl Montgomer>' (Martin 
Lawrence) and Hank Rafferty {Steve 
Zahn) met on opposite sides of the law 
during a routine traffic stop. Now 
they're teamed up as harebrained secu-
rit>' guards. Despite facing resistance 
from the police department, the unlike­

ly team uncovers a smuggling scheme involving an indestructible metal alloy. 

Starring Martin Lawrence, Steve Zahn, Bill Duke, Colm Feore, 
Robinne Lee, Eric Robens, Joe Flaherty, Timothy Busfield 

Starts January 17, 2002 

Kangaroo Jack 
A musician (Anthony 

Anderson) and his childhood 

friend Gerry O'Connell), a New 

York hairstylist, get mixed up with 

the mob and must get to Australia 

to deliver 5100,000. Their will — 

and speed ~ is put to the test when 
a kangaroo runs off with the money. 

Starring Jerry O'Connell, Anthony Anderson, Estella Warren, 

Christopher Walken, Dyan Caimon, Marton Csokas 

Starts January 17, 2002 

NxheKnow .com 

Everj' Sunday 
AfroScene Live 

NThe know.com/ 
Millennium Jaguar 

Upscale Network Event 

Mothers Against Teen 
Violenct: Breakfast 

Black College Alumni 
Night College Fair and 

Forum 

Black Sports 
Photography Exhibit 

and reception 

Texas Ski Ransers 
Summit 2003 

\\Tiistler,BC, Canada 

5th Annual West Cost 
Salsa Congress 

Nadonal NAe 
know.com Bahamas 

Cruise 

Memorial Day\^kkend 

The 2nd Annual 
Lockwood Miami 

Summer Extra\'aganza 

The 23th Anniver&an' 
Birthday Bash Cruise 

%d4 r - ^ ^ i ^ 

Girls 
Choir of 
Harlem 

Monday, February 3 , 2003, 
7:00 p .m. 

Co-presenter: 
Texas Boys Choir 

"Nothing short of heavenly - silvery, melodic and majestic.*'- Newszueek 

These talented young women perform a dazzling, soul-stirring combination of pop, spir­
itual, classical, and roof-shaking gospel music. The performing choir of about 60 girls in 
grades 9-12 attends The Choir Academy of Harlem along with their counterparts in the 
Boys Choir. The Girls Choir of Harlem has performed at Lincoln Center, on "Good 
Morning, America" and "60 Minutes," at Harlem's famed Apollo Theatre, at Kermedy 
Center, and even on Broadway. Given the superb acoustics here in the Hall, they should 
sound - well - like angels. 

"What every choir wants to be: talented and disciplined, with commanding stage pres­
ence and a deeply-rooted love of singing." - Latvrenceyournal-V^rld 

American 
Airlines Center 

January 2003 

Target Stars on Ice 
Jan. 26, 2003, 7:30 pm 

2003 State Farm US 
Figure Skating 
Championships 

Jan 12-19, 2003, 7:00 pm 

214-665-4797* TDD 800-755-6244 
TDD 214-66S-4702 Group Sale« 
TicketmMter 214-665-4269 
972-447-5700 

On Stage at 
Next Stage 
Newsboys-January 18 
Coldplay-Januar}'31 

Scorpions &\̂ liitesoake 
February? 
Bft'BTour 
February 13 

Santana-Febniary 15,16 
Sesame Street live 

February 20 
Kirk Franklin 

March 8 

lNTheKnow.com and Millennium Jaguar, invites 
you out to attend the Ultimate Upscale 

Networking experience, where you can unwind in 
a elegant setting and network with some of Dallas 

finest urban professionals and business owners. 
Listen to the sultry sounds of Jazz, brought to you 
by, the Oasis 107.5. Complimentary food and bev­

erages will be served throughout the evening. 

Date: January 17,2003 
Time: 6:00 PM-10:00 PM 
Place: Millennium Jaguar 

Address: 4422 West Piano Parkway, Piano, TX 
75093 

Phone: 972-769-2000 

Enter to win a chance to drive a S-type 
Jaguar for a weekend. 

£ove 6oncert 

BASS 
Performance Hall 
January 2003 Events 

The Cbicftaini 

Thursday January 16. 2003 - 8:00 pm 

RomcA and Juliei 

Friday January 17, 2002 - 8:00 pm 

Sunday January 19. 2003 - 2:00 pm 

Tuesday January 21, 2003 -7:30 pm 

Chanticleer 

Saturday January 18, 2003 -8;00 pm 

MU-UD Luther Kini Ceicbratloa 

Monday January 20, 2003 - 8:00 pm 

Bruce Wood Dance Company 

Wednesday January 22, 2003 • 8:00 pm 

Bach and Vivaldi: The Sound of Gcnisi 

Miguel Harth-Bedoya, Conductor 

Saturday January 25, 2003 -8:00 pm 

Stand By Your Man: 

The Tammy Wyoerte Story 

Tuesday January 28, 2003 -8:00 pm 

Wedneiday January 29, 2002 - 8:00 pm 

Thursday January 30, 2003 - S:00 pm 

Friday January 31, 2003 -8;00 pm 

BiocytBtisUR 

Hakr h a BLOCKBUSTER Ni9ht 

BLOCKBUSTER'S® 
Hit List 

Ua(iittbcTirl{!R(Dtn(YileoTidaiL'iBlJ[X3^MBttacrabihcmkm&«M 

Friday, February 14 
Bronco Bowl Theatre 

Show starts at 7:30pm • Doors open at 6:30pm 

Tickets available through Startickets 
or at a)l Albertsons. 

Visit www.startickets.com 
or call 1-888-597-7827 to order by phone 
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Sister 
Tarpley 

G R E E T I N G S T O ALL: 

To honor and show respect 
for Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr.'s birthday observation on 
January 20, 2003, if you plant 
this garden you will succeed in 
life, in love and in happiness. 
It has been said that this is hard 
to do, but strive to plant as 
much as you can and make cer­
tain you fertilize and water. I 
know you can do this because, 
"You Are Special." 

FOR T H E GARDEN O F 
YOUR DAILY U V I N G 

Plant Thrge Rows of Peas 
Peace of mind. 
Peace of heart. 
Peace of soul. 

Plant Four Rows of Squash 
Squash gossip. 
Squash indifference. 
Squash grumbling. 
Squash selfishness. 

Plant Four Rows of Lettuce 
Lettuce be faithful. 
Lettuce be kind. 
Lettuce be patient. 
Lettuce really love one another. 

PlanlThree Rows of Turnips 
Turnip for meetings. 
Turnip for service. 
Turnip to help one another. 

To Conclude Yoyr Garden, You 
Must Have Thyme 
Thyme for God. 
ThjTne for family. 
Thyme for each other. 
Thyme for friends. 

Water freely with patience and 
cultivate with love. There will 
be much fruit in your garden 
because you reap what you sow. 

Thought for The Day: 

Time is ... Too slow for 
those who wait. Too swift for 
those who fear. Too long for 
those who grieve. Too short for 
those who rejoice, but for those 
who love—Time is Eternity. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY DR. KING! 

You are Special, 
Sister Tarpley 

starpley(fl;wt.net (Email) 
214-833-1639 (Pager) 
972-606-3878 (Voice Mail) 
972-516-4197 (Fax) 

Lei MON-The Gaxettg help your church 
accompiish ihe Prayer ofjabez, "Enlarge our 
Umiory w expand opponunilKS ihat mcr^ 
impact in such a uuv thai uv louch more lives 
for God'i glory. Let us do more far Him." 

Church Happenings 
ALL NATIONS UNITED 
METHODIST C H f R C H 

lanuarv 30. 7:00 D.m. - 8:30 
p.m. 

The Fundamentals of Achieving 
Financial Independence-The first 
in a series of four financial work­
shops 10 be held through April, 
sponsored by the Men's Ministry. 

Workshops will be conducted 
by professional financial advisors 
and attorneys. 

Free and open to the public 

To RSWP and obtain a free 
seminar packet, please call 972-
424-8500. 

All Nations United 
.Methodist Church 

Dr. Clara Reed, Pastor 
34185 E. 14th St. 
P!ano,TX 75074 

MT. HEBRON BAPTIST 

Through F^frniarv 2'̂ • 7:00 p.m. 
- 8:30 D.m. 

Mt. Hebron will continue with 
weekly tutoring, but will be prepar­
ing students specifically in grade 3 
for the TAKS test each Wednesday. 
The test is March 4. This is free 
and open to the public. Tutoring is 
conducted in alt subject areas; how-

CpnttHM^ n^^t column 

Feel Better Now. 

KHVN 
H E A V E N«9Z AM 

Uplifting, Inspirational Music 

Religion 
Church Happenings 

ever, tutors are specialized in 
Chemistry, Algebra, Algebra I, 
English, Writing, and Reading. 

lanuarv 19. 2003. 2:00 p.m. 
Financial Aid Workshop/ 

Luncheon.- Bring your FAFSA and 
W-2. 

Contaa Joyce Miller at 972-
278-4641 for more information. 

lanuarv 25. 7:45 a.m. 
The Men's Ministry Council 

will host their monthly Men's 
Fellowship Breakfast. 

Guest speaker-Pastor Leonard 
O. Leach of Mesquite,TX. 

This event is free and open to 
all men in the community. 

February 7. 7:00-10:00 p.m. 
The Men's Ministry, along 

with the Parenting Ministry, will 
sponsor a Father/Daughter 
Sweetheart Ball at the Alexander 
Mansion, 333 West Ave. D. 
Fathers, uncles, grandfathers, 
brothers, or male mentors are wel­
come! 

Cost: S20 per person 
For more information concern­

ing any of these events, call 972-
276-5218. 

Mt. Hebron Baptist Church 
Leonard Leach, Pastor 

90! Dairy Rd. 
Garland,TX 75040 

SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH 

Every 1st & 3rdTues<lav. 7:15 
p.;n.-8:15 p.m. 

The Singles Ministry of Shiloh 
Baptist Church is sponsoring a sin­
gle's fellowship, providing positive 

life enrichment opportunities, sup­
port, and interaction with other sin­
gles within the context of the 
Christian Faith. 

Light refreshments served. 

For more information, contact 
Minister Daniel Shaw at 972-291-
0449 or email 
lakeiih75104(S;yahoo.com. 

Shiloh Baptist Church 
Isiah Joshua, Jr., Pastor 

1310 .\ve. I 
Piano. TX 75074 

ST. MARK BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

January 19. 3;30 p-TOt 
MEN'S MONTH CELEBRA­

TION 
Annual Men's Day Program. 
Theme: "We've Come This Far 

By Faith", Hebrews 11:6 
Special Guest, Rev. D. L. 

Wilson, Pastor of Sweet Home 
Baptist Church, Garland, TX 

lanuarv 26. 11:00 a.m. 
Special Worship Service 
Join us, as we become 

"Disciples of Jesus Christ" 

February 9^ 3:30 p.ni. 
Aimual Black Historj- Program 

and Harriet Tubman Award 
Presentations 

For more 
972-542-6178 

information, call 

St. .Mark Missionary 
Baptist Church 

Charles S.Wattley, Pastor 
1308 Wilcox Street 

McKinnev.TX 75069 

.^iKc' 

/ i\ rr / i\.f. ....• 

1701 W. Ictterson St., Grand Prairie, Texas 75051 

2805 Markel Loop, Suite m. Southlake, Texai 70092 

Denm D.Davis,Ser\ant 

Saint Mark Missionary 
M ^ Baptist Church 
l ^ ^ l 1308 Waoox street. Mckinney TX 

PMlor Chiclet S. Wattley 

Sunday 

WoTfMp C«Mr«ton. 11:00 a m 
-NumryFi 

F«niy IMilr isr .7K)0 pim. 

fftewdly Fi^u iiililp • « ! A fmimi Focus 
Fof Mofv tfwwnMDon C M 

•723424171 

« iBWiQi#»Dt taw 

four Morning Worship Sen ices 

7:00 A A V . 9:00 AAV • 10K»0 A.M. and 11:15 A.M. 

Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church 
920 E. 14th street Piano, TX 
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Monday 7PM Youth, Brotherhood, Mission 
& Young Adult Ministries 

Tuesday 7PM Bible Study & Men's Choir 

Wednesday 7PM Mid-Week Service 

Thursday 7PM Mass Choir 
I 

For more information call (972) 423-6695 
www.shilohbaplistchurch.org 

D u n b a r D e b u t a n t e s 

from Page 5 

of Mr. Walter Harold, Jr., and Cassandra 
Brand. Bom and raised in Buffalo, New 
Yoric, she relocated with her parents to 
Dallas in 1996. Crystal graduated a year 
earlj' &X)m Middle College H i ^ School 
in Dallas. She was recognized by Who's 
Who Amongst American Higji School 
Students for two consecutive years. 
Crystal is a sophomore at H Centro 
College, Dallas, and will graduate with 
her Associate of Science Degree in 
Paralegal Smdies in May 2003. 

Kendra Renee Thomas, dau^ter of 
Mr. Kenneth M. Thomas (Marshall, 
TX), and Mrs. Melba J. Runels (Dallas, 
TX). Kendra graduated fimi Dai-idW 
Carter H ^ School, Dallas. She is cur-
renth- a sophomore at EI Centro College, 
Dallas, where she is earning a Business 

Management Degree. She plans to 
attend Paul Quinn College of Dallas to 
earn a Doaorate in teaching. She is a 
member of the SIFE/SAM Business 
Club at EI Centro College. She plans to 
start a business in real estate. 

LaWanna Diane E\'ans, daughter of 
Ms. Freda Joyce E\'ans and Mr. Jimmy 
Darrin King, Jr., of Dallas. LaWanna 
graduated from Dallas' High School 
Skjiine Career Development Center, 
May 2001. While in high school, she 
spent most of her time as a student and 
dance instructor at Etta's Dance 
Expression, where she returns to teach 
and perform. I-aWanna received several 
scholarships. Two of them, in the amount 
of 810,000, with an expense paid trip to 
New York, were from Girls' Inc. where 
she was a 15-year member. She is a soph­
omore at the University of North Texas 
studying Sociolo^-. 

HOW'S 
HEAXTHi 

Insurance that i s ! 
Between Jobs? 

too 
iNSvajtNCi 

Ask me about health insurance 
the State Farm way. 
I.ori Pearson, CXU 

L- FantJ laiunince 
-LIIKI. TX 

Like a good rieigbbot: State hinn is tijere.^ 
statefantLcom' 
•^^ |jri:i4«itf^ta*Mnt*ln»U0Mn((JMpia)'-ll>MMrUHkT.MiimWKl'Alll>»<t< 

P-B»4IS 120C 

BuAiing lasting retatioftships 

He^sing peopie fulfX their 
God^ven potential 

FOUKTAiN OF U F E frTHRNATlONAL CHURCH 

Fountain of Life International Church is a multi-cultural family of 
Christians dedicated to building an intimate relationship with 
God and cultivating lasting relationships with each other. Out of 
such quality relationships, we are committed to encouraging 
every member to discover their unique God-given potential, and 
through the co-operative support of the whole body and training 
from Godly leadership, equip and release God's people into 
whatever realm of service God has for them. 

\ ipf t ing T i m « 

Each Sunday 

Pniyer Meeting 

Worship Service 

2nd / 4th Sundays 

Evening Worship 
2nd / 4th Wednesdays 

Couples Fellowship 
Each Thursday 

Intercessors 

9:30 am 
10:00 am 

riMriaH#«ili 

Currenlly mcdiBg at Piano Centre V-niiir l*iMl<tn> 
il.i Itaniitr l)r, ttH'ti^inl I t j i i iori 

Mt Olive Church of Piano 
A Church Called to Unite the Body of Christ 

740 Ave. F #303 
Piano, TX 75074 

A N o n - d e n o m i n a i i o n a l C h u r c h for all N a t i o n s 

{MM 
Pas tor S a m Fenceroy Min i s te r Glor ia Fenceroy 

Standard Announcements 

Sunday School 9:30 AM 

Worship Service „ 10:45 AM 

Men & Women Ministry 1st & 3rd Mondays 7:30-8:30 P M 

Leadership Meeting 2nd Mondays 7:30-8:30 P M 

Marriage Enrichment & Singes Ministry 

•- 4th Mondays 7:30-8:30 PM 

Deliverance from Issues Tuesdays 7:30-8:30 PM 

Mid-Week Service Wednesdays 7:15-8:30 PM 

Youth Bible Study Wednesdays 7:15-8:30 PM 

Radio Broadcast Station 1040AM-KGGR 
M-F 10:25-10:30 AM 

For More Information: (972) 633-5511 or E-Mail 
stfenceroy^;aol.com 

Mon-TheGazette 6100 Ave K, Suite 105 ((aSpringcreek Parkway) Piano, Texas 75074 
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