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When traveling abroad, it is 
important to protect you and 
your family with the necessary 
vaccinations. Passport Health is 
your ticket to a safe and healthy 
vacation. 

"With the rise, in recent 
years, of infectious diseases 
affecting individuals who tra\'el 
abroad, we understand our 
client's concern when it comes 

to safe travel," says Dr. Pamela Moore, Medical Director of 
Passport Health. "It is Passport Health's goal, to ensure the 
safest journey possible for our clients." 

Dr. Pamela Moore graduated from the University of 
Missouri in Kansas City in 1992. Barnes-Jewish Hospital at 
Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri She was 
appointed Chief Resident at Barnes-Jewish Hospital at 
Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri from 95-96 
and was also the Associate Director of its Residents 
Internal Medicine Clinic until 1998. That same year, she 
relocated to Piano,Texas to open her private practice. Dr. 
Moore serves as the Chief of Staff for Medical Center 
Hospital of Piano, and was noted as one of the "Best 
DoCTors in Dallas" in D Magazine in 2003 and 2004. 

Visit Passport Health location at 9850 N Central 
Expressway Suite 218, Dallas, Texas or log onto www.pass 
porthealthdfw.com. 

State Senator Royce West 
ioins the Richards family, Texas 
and America in mourning the 
loss of Ann Richards,Texas 45th 
and first elected female gover­
nor. Ms. Rjchsrds succumbed 
Wednesday evening to a battle 
with esophageal cancer. Senator 
West says that Gov. Richards's 
style set her apart from other modern political leaders. 

"Gov. Richards had many memorable and wonderful 
attributes that served her well in her various pursuits," said 
Senator West. "She was courageous, caring, candid, forth­
coming and just a genuine person. She had this quality that 
made people gravitate toward her. And people believed -
when speaking with her - that their concerns became hers." 

"During the earlier years of Gov. Richard's political and 
professional careers, Texas and America's challenge to be 
more inclusive of women and minorities in leadership 
roles were even more pronounced than what exists today," 
said Senator West. "Ann Richards was up-front and unre­
lenting in her efforts to shatter the glass ceiling for those 
under-represented constituencies who were ready to meet 
opportunity. 

Even her political rivals must acknowledge thai Texas 
and America arc the bener for her contributions. 

Dr. Carole M. Bcroite Joseph 
became the first Haitian 
American to head a U S . college 
when she was recently inaugu­
rated as the fourth president of 
Massachusetts Bay Community 
College (MassBay) in Wellesley 
Hills, MA and its first woman 
president since its inception. 

Dr. Berotte Joseph joins an 
elite and select group of just 49 
African-American women 
nationwide serving as college 
and university presidents. 

African-American women presidents make up a scant 1.4% 
of all college presidents. 

"My goal is to create a dynamic environment for stu­
dents with the best faculty and the highest level of support 
services," says Dr. Berotte Joseph. 

Dr. Berotte Joseph emigrated to the United States as a 
young girl with her family from Haiti, during the years of 
the Duvalicr dictatorship. 

Dr. Berotte Joseph developed an interest in education 
and languages. She earned her Bachelor's Degree in 
Spanish and Education from the York CoUege of the City 
University of New York, a Master's degree in bilingual edu­
cation irom Fordham University, and a Ph.D. in bilingual 
education and sociolinguistics fi^m New York University. 
She is multilingual and speaks French, Spanish, English 
and Haitian Creole. 

INSIDE 

Captain Ed Drain Named 
Assistant Piano Police Chief 

Piano Police Chief Greg Rushinand 
and new Assistant Police Chief Ed Drain 

Captain Ed Drain, a 12-year veteran of the 
Piano Police Department, was named Piano's 
new Assistant Police Chief, in conjunction with 
a promotion ceremony that saw three addition­
al members of the Police team rise through the 
ranks. 

Lieutenant Dan Curtis was promoted to 
Captain; Sergeant Brad Fortune to Lieutenant 
and Officer Ron Flanagan to Sergeant in a 
September 8, 2006 ceremony held in theToler 
Room of the Piano Police station. 

"We are very lucky to have capable employ­
ees to step up and take on the new challenges 
and greater responsibilities associated with 
increased rank," Piano Police Chief Greg 
Rushin told a standing room only audience. 
"The four individuals we are promoting today 
have worked very hard to earn these promo­
tions and they really deserve them." 

Filling the position of Assistant Police Chief, 

following the retirement 
of former Assistant Chief 
Steve Nagy in early 
September, Captain Ed 
Drain brings 12 years of 
service with the Piano 
Police Department to the 
position, as well as an 
impressive military back­
ground. 

Prior to his Police serv­
ice. Captain Drain spent 
11 years on active duty as 
an Army Officer. A 
member of the Army 
Reserves, he was called 

back to active duty in 2004, 
serving a one-year tour of duty 
in Iraq before being released to 
return to work at the 
Department. During his 
career with Piano he has been a 
patrol officer. Emergency 
Response team member, Bomb 
Squad team member, Patrol 
Sergeant, Administrative 

Lieutenant and Support 
Service Division Captain. In 
addition to holding a BS 
degree in Criminal Justice 
from UTA and an MBA from 
Amberlon University, he holds 
both Master Peace Officer and 
Instructor certifications from 
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City Manager Appoints New 
Director Of Homeland Security 

City Manager Tom Muehlenbeck is pleased 
to armounce the appointment of S. Shane 
Stovall as Piano's new Director of Homeland 
Security. Stovall, currently Project Manager, 
in the Emergency Management and 
Homeland Security Business Unit, for 
General Physics Corporation (Tampa, 
Florida), will begin his new duties in Piano on 
October 16,2006. 

Stovall holds the International Association 
of Emergency Managers (lAEM) certification 
as a Certified Emergency Manager (CEM), as 
well as the Florida Emergency Preparedness 

Association's certification as a 
Florida Professional 
Emergency Manager (FPEM). 
His educational background 
includes a B.S. in Emergency 
Administration and Planning 
from the University of North 
Texas. 

"We are very pleased to be 
able to attract someone with 
Shane's experience and cre­
dentials to our Office of 
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Viewpoint Bank 
Piano Balloon Festival 

This year's Piano Balloon 
festival will begin at 4:00pm 
Friday, September 22nd at 
Oak Point Park, 2801 E. 
Spring Creek Parkway, Piano, 
Texas 75074. This weekend 
event offers something for 
everyone; Entertainment on 
the Clear Channel Main 
Stage and my 27 Community 
Stage, Saturday Evening 
Spectacular Fireworks Show 
presented by Verizon FiOS, Special Kids 
Art Activities in our Free 'Kids Korner ' , 
Inflatable Rides and Rock Climbing Wall in 
the FOX 4 Kids Fun Zone and of course 
the Incredible Hot 
Air Balloons. T h e 
balloons will launch 
Friday at 6:00pm, 
Saturday at 7:00am 
and 6:00pm, and 
Sunday at 7:00am 
and 6:00pm (weath­
er permitting). 

As one of the 
Piano / Dallas / Fort 

1 
\ ^ 

Worth Metroplex's 
most proven family 
events and Texas' 
largest balloon 
event, T h e 2006 
Viewpoint Bank 
Piano Balloon 
Festival has a 
tremendous amount 
to offer its advertis­
ers, sponsors and 
the community. 

Over the past twenty-six 
years the Festival has: 

Attracted weekend 
crowds in excess of 100,000 
people as one of the largest 
events in the metroplex, with 
strong family and above 
average income demograph­
ics. 

' Expanded from five bal­
looning events to a full 
weekend of activities includ­
ing performing arts stages, 
children's hands-on activi-
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Black Academy Celebrates 
30th Anniversary With 
Red Carpet Weekend 

Curtis Kng, founder and director The 

By: Paul Hailey 

Vision has been called the 
art of seeing the invisible. 

With its 30th Anniversary 
Black Tie and Red Carpet 
Opening Season Gala this 
weekend, Dallas Black 
Academy of Arts and Letters 
director and founder Curtis 
King will see the culmination of 

Black Academy of Arts and Letters 

a dream that began at his 
kitchen table with $250 and a 
vision. 

The development of The 
Black Academy of Arts and 
Leners (TBAAL) did not hap­
pen ovemigjit, and is inter­
twined with the development 
of its founder. 
Black Acaden^ Celebrates Page 7 

Protests Target 
Violence In Darfur 

A P 

With thousands of people 
gathered in Central Park to 
protest the violence in the war-
torn Darfur region of Sudan, 
one speaker likened the 
destruction there to the 
Holocaust. 

"This genocide was preventa­
ble, and we did not act," former 
Canadian justice minister Irwin 
Cotler told the crowd Simday. 
"Just as we are not acting today 
in Darfur. Let us resolve that we 
will never again be indifferent to 
evil. We will speak and act." 

Protests across the world 
came on the eve of a U.N. 
Security Council meeting on 
Sudan, which was scheduled to 
take place just before this year's 
U.N. General Assembly speech­
es. President Bush also is head­
ed to the United Nations to 
address a host of global issues 

Demonstrators shouts slogans, 
hold up their fists and make peace 

signs during a Save Darfur 
Coalition rally in New ibrk 's 

Central Park on Sunday-
Demonstrators called on the 

United Nations peacekeeping force 
to be immediately deployed to the 

Darfur region to stop the genocide. 

facing his administration. 
Events for the "Global Day 
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Judge Blocks Omaha 
School Race-Division Law 

Nabraska State Senator Ernie Chambers 

AP 

Measure ivould have 
divided city into racially 
identifiable school districts 

A judge on Monday blocked 
the implementation of a law that 
would divide the Omaha school 
district into three racially identi­
fiable districts. 

The law, passed in April and 
set to take effect in 2008, would 
have split the Omaha Public 
Schools into one mostly black 

district, one largely 
Hispanic and one pre­
dominantly white. It 
also would have forced 
11 school districts in 
two counties to share 
resources, including 
state fiinding, as part of 
a "learning community." 

Douglas County 
Distria Judge Michael 
Coffey ordered a tempo­
rary injunction blocking 

implementation of the law, 
which was aimed at solving a 
dispute over school boundaries 
after the district tried to take 
over some suburban schools. 
The injunction will remain in 
effect while the lawsuit is decid­
ed unless the court decides to 
lift it sooner. 

Coffey criticized the district 
breakup because no other dis-
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Community Spotlight 

NAACP Garland Holds Freedom Fund Banquet 
Photos By: LaQuisha Hosley 

The Garland Branch of the 
NAACP held its 16th Annual 
Freedom Fund Banquet on 
September 16th at the 
Radisson Hotel in Richardson. 
The theme of this year's ban­
quet was "Preparing Our 
Youth and Passing the Baton". 

The event featured a silent 
auctions and presentation of 
the Communications Award, 
Minority Business Award, 

Commimity Service Award and 
Education Award. Honorees 
were The Garland City Press, 
Ms. Jaqueline LaGrone, Dr. 
Joyce Kyle Miller, and Ms. 
Carolyn 1. Primm , respectively. 
Pastor Leonard O. Leach Sr. of 
the Mount Hebron Baptist 
Chtarch delivered the Keynote 
address. 

For more pictures of the 
event visit ourwebsite at 
www.Mon TheGazette. com 

Freedom Fund Honoree processional, led by Sasha Hampton. 

iiarland NAACP Youth Council members 
serving as ushers for the event. 

Freedom Fund Chairperson Gwen Daniels 
dines with Youth Council members. 

Honoree Introduction by Youth 
Council President Sasha Hampton. 

City of Garland employee Chastity 
Wilson enjoys the banquet 

Judge Faith Johnson 
greets patrons 

MC Carol Blakes addresses the 
croiL-d during the banquet. 
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Garland ISD boardntember 
Linda Griffin. 

Garland NAACP President BJ. Williams greets attendees. 

Garland ISD Superintendent 
Curtis Caldwell and Garland 

Mayor Bob Day. 

$ 6 9 * DIVORCE 
Criminal Defense 

DWI / S u s p e n d e d L icense 

W A R R A N T S R e m o v e d " 

24 Hour Jail Release' 

Occupational license, felonies 

Protective Order 

MIsdeamenor/Felonles' 

Family Cases 
• Divorce / Annulment 

• Child Support / Paternity 

• Custody Modification 

• Restraining Order 

• Protective Order 

• Name Change / Adoption 

• Domestic Violence 

Open On Weekends Ea^r Payment Plans 

Law Offices Of Vincent Nduicwe 
214-e38-S930 

817-277-0196 (Metro) 
2 7 3 0 N . S t e m m o n s F r w y , S u i t e 4 0 9 • D a l l a s , T X 7 5 2 0 7 

Not C e r t i f i e d by the Texas B o a r d of Lega l S p e c i a l i z a t i o n 
¥ If you qualify. 'Fees quoted above are mimnium itown payment needed to beyin processing your case 

Around The Town 

'"'JUDGE 
BRUCE WOODY 

to our 

County Court at Law 4 

EQUAL JUSTICE FOR ALL 
www. Judge Woody, com FAIR 

"I strongly urge everyone to vote for 
JUDGE BRUCE WOODY. 

He is a great judge and a good person 
who treats everyone the same in his 
courtroom. He is dedicated to strong 

neighborhoods and stable communities." 
Rev. Bemiece Stanford 

Makes good use of tax dollars. Among lowest reversal and 
backlog rates in 12 years as judge. Consistently under budget 

Veteran. Decorated USAF veleran..160 combat missions. 
Proudest of the fact that all his crew came home safe. 

Community Volunteer. He and his wife of 29 years Jan live 
with their rescue dog Katie, sponsor a par1<. and are active in their 
church and community. Republican. 972-243-5908. 
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Ongoing 
Sankofa Unplugged! Come 

experience the nation's best Open 
Mic Experience. Musicians, 
Poets, Actors, be ready to "Bring 
the heat" to the Sankofa stage 
Sankofa Arts Kafe & Barl906-
1908 Martin L. King. Jr. Bh-d 
Dallas. Every Saturday 9:00 p.m. 

Call 214-421-0013 or visit, 
w w w , m y s p a c e . c o m / s a n 
kofakrew 

T h e CoIUn County C h a p t e r 
of t h e A m e r i c a n Bus ines s 
Women ' s Assoc-iat ion meets 
the fourth Tliesday of the month 
at Eldorado Country Club, 2604 
Country Club Drive in 
McKinney 

F r e e Tenan t Legal 
Workshops are at 6 p.m. 
Tuesdays at Douglass 
Community Center, 1 U I Ave. H 
in Piano. Call 972-941-7174. 

Alpha Beta C h a p t e r of Be ta 
S igma Phi a social service cul­
tural sorority meets the second 
Monday of each month in mem­
bers home in Frisco, McKinney, 
and the Piano area. Call 972-
47V9089. 

Ass i s t ance League of 
Grea t e r Collin Coun ty meets 
the third Wednesday of each 
month. Visit www.assistance-
Ieague-gcc.org. 

"EVOLVE," a social network­
ing opportunity for women, 
meets from 7:30 to 9 p.m. the 
second and fourth Wednesdays of 
the month at the northwest cor­
ner of Park Boulevard and Coit 
Road, Suite 202. Call 972-267-
4452. 

A free legal clinic is offered 

for residents who meet low income 
guidelines, 6:00 p.m., second Thursday 
of each month. First United Methodist 
Church. 601 S. Greenville Ave. 
Applicants must be Collin County resi­
dents and income eligible. Call 1-800-
906-3045. 

F r e e HIV Testing offered by the 
LaSima Foundation from 6 p.m. to 8 
p.m. every Thursday at two different 
locations. For locations and more infor­
mation, call 214-928-9303. 

The Frisco Hous ing Author i ty is 
offering tenant-based rental assistance 
to 22 eligible families and individuals 
for rental housing in Frisco. Call 972-
377-3031 for information. 

Family F i h n at the Libra ry at 
Haggard library. 2501 Coit Road. 
Every Friday at 11:30 a.m. Bring out 
the family for fun and relaxation. For 
more information call 972-208-8000. 

K u m a a s i Afr ican E n s e m b l e 
Dance Classes from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 
p.m. West African dance classes held 
every Saturday at the South Dallas 
Cultural Center, 3400 S. Fiizhugh Ave. 
C o n t a a S-Ankh Rasa at 214-298-5858 
for more information. 

P H A S E , The Potters House Singles 
Ministry would like to invite all singles 
to join us for our Soul Food events held 
every 1st & 3rd Friday in the Youth 
Sanctuary. For more information, con­
tact the PHASE information line at 
214-331-0954 X.1954. 

Ga l l e ry Exh ib i t ion O p e n i n g : 
"Rhythms, Reflections, Relations: The 
Works of Evita Tezeno" t h r o u ^ August 
26. Tuesday through Friday 10:00 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. and Saturdays 12:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. at the James E. Kemp 
Gallery at TBAAL. For more informa­
tion caU 214-743-2440-

Swing T i m e Magaz ine presents 

Friday Nig^t Swing hosted by 94.5's 
First Lady of Radio Lynne Haze every 
first Friday at the Castleview BaUroom 
at the Sterling Hotel in 1055 Regal 
Road and HWY 183 in Dallas. 
Admission SIO. Call 972-225-6487 for 
more information. Swing elegance 
attire.. 

September 22 
P i a n o ChatnberAl l S ta r Business 

In te rchange 
Join us for an "All Star Business 

Interchange" Friday, September 22nd 
at SMU-in-Legacy. Come dressed in 
your favorite sports attire, or suppon 
your favorite team. 

Referees Aaron Jameson and Lynn 
Barrett will be blowing the whistle on 
the last meeting at SMU-in-L^acy for 
2006. Friday, September 22nd will be 
the last meeting of the year at SMU-in-
Legacy, 5228 Tennyson Parkway, Bldg 
3, Room 103! 

September 22-24 
Viewpoint Bank P iano Balloon 

Festival at Oak Poin t Parit 
Join us for the 27th annual Piano 

Balloon Festival. Gracing the skies over 
Piano will be 75 hot air balloons, on the 
Festival site attendee's will be enter­
tained by the concerts and community 
acts, the Kids Fim Zone, and tantalizing 
food vendors. This year adding to the 
celebration is a street dance on Friday 
n i ^ t featuring hoopdolphin and our 
spectacular fireworks on Saturday n i ^ t . 

For more information contact Jo Via 
at (972) 867-7566 or visit 
www.planoballoonfest.org 

September 23 

T h e Black Academy of A r t s and 
Let ters 30th Anniversary Black Tie 
a n d Red C a r p e t G a l a . Dallas 
Convention Center. Call 214-743-2400 
or 214-373-8000. 

Congres swoman Eddie B e m i c e 
J o h n s o n s ' C o m m u n i t y 
i^>preciation Day Valuing Amenca's 
cultural diversity 

Baylor Tom Landry Fimess Center, 
411 N.Washington Street 

12pm-3pm FREE 
al3ni.mundie@mail.h0use.gov 214-

922-«885 
1st Annua l Tony B Foundat ion 

F a m i l y R e u n i o n 10am - 6pm 
Admission $10 Bahama Beach Water 
Park 1895 Campfire Circle Dallas T X 
75232 (214) 3 3 M 9 0 0 . Tnp giveaways 
every hour to Walt Disney World, 
Bahamas, Las Vegas Live Entertainment 
Hot Old School & New School Live 
Mix with DJ Steve Nice. Proceeds will 
also benefit United Negro College 
Fund Women's Haven Battered 
Women's Shelter. 

Women in Business Expo & Trade 
Show 2006 held at the Piano Station, 
located just east of the Downtown 
Piano DART Station. 

Come enjoy a day connecting with 
others to grow your dreams, businesses 
and creative projects and to celebrate 
our big ideas, entrepreneurial spirits and 
creative talents. 

Admission is Free. Free parking 
available Haggard Parit, Eastside Village 
Apartment Garage and Municipal 
Center. 

For more information contaa Gail 
Morse at 972-535-6852 or visit 
www.womenaboutbix.com/northdal-
las.him 

September 26 
P i a n o West S e n i o r H i g h 

Orches t r a s C o n c e r t 
5601W. Parker Road in Piano 
Piano West Orchestras 7:30 pm 

FREE 
jwallac@pisd.edu 469-752-9842 

Tate Di s t ingu i shed Lec tu re 
Ser ies : T h e Linda and Mitch H a r t 
Lecture 

Legendary newsmen Ted Koppel and 
Tom Brokaw, with David Gergen ( 
News analyst and former White House 
adviser) 

McFaiiin Auditorium 
Southern Methodist University 8pm 

214-768-8283 ViewWEBSITE 

September 27 
10th A n n u a l Ce leb ra t ion of 

En te rp r i s e Business Expo is Collin 
Coimty's largest business expo. Piano 
Centre, 2000 E. Spring Creek Paikw.-ay. 
Awards luncheon attended by top exec­
utives from Collin County, Richardson 
and Nor th Dallas awaiting the 
announcement of this year's 
Celebration of Enterprise winners; 
Business Expo where approximately 
120 exhibitors will be on hand to 
demonstrate their products.Admission 
to the 'Expo is open to the pubbc and 
Free.For more information, nomination 
form, exhibit space or luncheon tickets 
contact Inside CoUin Coimty Business 
at 972-612-2425 or visit www.celebra-
tionofenterprise.com 

September 2S 
T h e Na t iona l Assoc ia t ion of 

Black Social Woi^cers uill hold its 
Southwest Regional Conference Sept. 
28-20, 2006, at the Holiday Inn Select 
Love Field in Dallas. For more infoi^ 
malion call 972-898-2628 or log onto 
www.nabsw.org. 

G r a n t Wri t ing USA workshop in 
CarroDton 

Bill Priest Campus of El Centre 
College bobamold:^,dcccd.edu 

September 29 
Diversi ty Conference 
To provide a forum for addressing 

race, culture and religious issues in the 

workplace and community with 
workable solutions that are rele­
vant to the Dallas/Ft. Worth areas. 

2900 Live Oak Street 
T h e Bridge Into T h e 21st 

Century, Inc. 8:30 am - 2:30 pm 
S35.00 

diversityworks@aol.com 214-
467-0393 

September 30 
Reggae a r t i s t performing a 

music tribute to the legendary Bob 
Marley. Reggae artist to perform 
will be Tunde Obazee and Tribute 
Jam, Cultura, and Aton 

Sons of Hermann Hall 3414 
Ehn Street 

K N O N Radio doors 8 pm live 
music 9 pm 10 dollar donation. 
Supports knon Community Radio 

gm@knon.org 214-828-9500 
O c t * * e r l 7 

Ind ia Arie at Nokia Theater. 
Tickets go on sale September 8th. 
To purchase tickets, c o n t a a 
Ticketmaster online at 

Ticketmasier.com or by phone at 
214-373-8000 or 972-647-5700. 

O a o b e r 2 1 

I rv ing N A A C P 6th Annua l 
F r e e d o m F u n d B a n q u e t 

7:00 P.M. 
Sheraton Grand Hotel - DFW 

Airport 
4440 W .Carpenter Freeway 
Highway 114 & Esters 
Irving, Texas 
Theme: Voting our Values 

Valuing our Votes 
Keynote Speaker: 
Senator Royce West 
Person of Ceremony: 
Lynne Haze, 94.5KSoul 
For Information Call: 214-607-

7990 or 972-259-3909 

Sponsored Bi/: 

at&t 
Proud To Be An Active 

Partner In The Community 
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Op-Ed 
Ann Richards: One Of Us 

"Power is what calls the shots, 
and power is a white male game" 
Ann Richards 

If occurred to me the other 
day that about once in every 
generation there is a white 
politician that captures the 
heart of the black electorate. 
For my grandmother's genera­
tion it was Franklin Roosevelt, 
for my parents it was John F. 
Kennedy, and for my genera­
tion it has been Bill Clinton. 
Black people felt a natural con­
nection to these politicians 
because they seemed generally 
interested in the plight of 
minorities, and in the case of 
Clinton, could actually identify 
with trying to succeed against 
the odds. 

On a more local level, former 
Texas Governor Arm Richards 
evoked the same kind of feel­
ings from black people. Her 
passing this week reminded us 
how much of a voice she was 
for those who live outside the 
positions of power in the state 
ofTexas. 

I 'm going to miss Arm 
Richards. 

I moved to Texas in 1989, 
and in 1990 I witnessed one of 
the most interesting political 
races I have ever seen-Ann 
Richards versus Clayton 
W i l l i a m s for g o v e r n o r . 
Williams was the perfect car­
toon of the Texas 'good ol' 
boy', complete with veiled 
racist and sexist comments 
delivered with a twang and a 
wink. Richards ran represent­
ing "New Texas", and had a 
campaign staff and a message 
that included the black and 
brown people ofTexas. 

"Her central message of the 
New Texas to the good ol' boys 
was never 'Move out' but *Just 
move over.' And so, move over 
they did," said former Dallas 

, mayor Ron Kirk, who Richards 
appointed chairman of the 
state General Services com­

mission in 1991 and later secre­
tary of state. 

"Arm Richards understood 
and embraced the notion that 
this state ofTexas that we love so 
much caimot be the Texas that 
we dreamed of imtil all God's 
children got to play," Kirk said. 
"And that meant all of us." 

Maybe its because she was a 
former teacher and understood 
the importance of inclusion; or 
perhaps because she was a 
recovering alcoholic who under­
stood what it was like to hit bot­
tom; whatever the reason, Ann 
Richards knew how to relate to 
those on the outside. 

Ms. Richards talked about 
being on the outside in her 
autobiography. Straight From 
the Heart. In the book, she 
reflected on growing up poor 
and encountering sexism and 
racism as she traveled through 
the male dominated world of 
Texas poHtics. 

"Even though no one told me, 
there were certain things that 
you know, and the world knew, 
that women and girls couldn't 
do. Rimning government was 
one of them. That didn't mean 
you didn't study or leam about 
it, it just meant thai it didn't 
apply to you. Any group-blacks, 
Hispanics, Asians, females-
knows that. You know what 

you're allowed to do and what 
you're not." 

Another trait that made Ann 
Richards so likable was her wit. 
The woman had a knack for say­
ing something funny and 
quotable. A few of her gems: 

"I've get a lot of cracks about 
my hair, mostly from men who 
don't have any." 

"If you give us the chance, we 
can perform. After all. Ginger 
Rogers did everything that Fred 
Astaire did. She just did it back­
wards and in high heels." 

"You can put lipstick and ear­
rings on a hog and call it 
Monique, but it's still a pig." 

And on future President 
George W. Bush: 

"Poor George, he can't help 
it. He was born with a silver foot 
in his mouth." 

Through it all, Ms. Richards 
never forgot why she was in pol­
itics. 

"I do not want my tombstone 
to read, *She kept a really clean 
house.' I think I'd like them to 
remember me by saying, 'She 
opened government to every­
one.'" 

Words like that are what made 
Arm Richards not one of them, 
but one of us. 

Paul Hailey can be reached at 
editor@MonTheGazette.com 
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Is the sky clearest on the day it is most blue? 
While you ponder that thought we would like to announce that Minority Opportunity News, Inc., 
formerly a Dallas based renaissance community tabloid, founded in 1991, has relocated to Piano, Texas 
and changed our name to MON-The Gazelle. In addition to mov­
ing our offices to Piano, our editorial coverage has also shifted to 
encompass Dallas' Northern Conidor. The Northern Corridor is 
clearly the fastest "growing region in Texas, if not in America. 
MON-The Gazette believes that the engine to continue this 
growth is the airport expansion in McKinney. which is the largest 
and most visible of many area opportunities. As always, and true 
to tradition, MON-The Gazette will be there carving a world of opportunity for those scclcing lo 
provide quality services. Should you dare to expand your quest for economic parity outside the 
southern region or just want to know what is going on up north-

Think of M O N - T h e Gaze t te as your paper of oppor tun i ty ! 
MON-TTw Garatta fonnatfy Mnorffy Opportunity Nmn, was foumW July, 1991,by Jim Bochum and Thurman R. Jones 

The American Nightmare: 
The Working Poor 

By: Rep. John Lewis (D-Ga.) 
What happened to the 

American dream? The behef 
that through hard work families 
can give their children a more 
comfortable life than genera­
tions before them. We work 
harder today than ever before 
with less to show for our accom­
plishments. 

Though the economy has 
recovered from the recent reces­
sion, the benefits of that recov­
ery have mainly profited the 
rich. And for the first time in 
decades, economic recovery has 
not offered much hope to the 
average American. 

The State of Working 
America, developed by the 
Economic Policy Institute 
(EPI), reports that technologi­
cal advances enable working 
Americans to be more produc­
tive than at any time in history. 
In fact, productivity has risen by 
33 percent over the last decade. 
Worker harder, make more 
money, right? Wrong. Since 
2001, when profit for some 
industries has been greater than 
ever before, wages either remain 
unchanged or fell, says EPI, 
after adjusting for inflation. 

For families who live in major 
urban areas—Atlanta, New 
York, San Francisco, Chicago, 
Houston, or Washington, 
D.C.—the cost of living, includ­
ing prices for gasoline, food, and 
housing have gone up or remain 
high, but EPPs report reveals 
that the typical man trying to lift 
his family up is managing 
hourly wages that are 5 percent 
lower than they were in 1979. 

Add to that the trend in gov­
ernment and private industry to 
shift risk from corporate 
America on to the backs of 
working families, requiring 
them to absorb half the rise in 
cost of employer-provided 
health insurance premiums. 
And, millions of Americans 
work who have no health bene­
fits at all. According to the 
Census Bureau, Georgia was 
one of eight states where the 
numbers of uninsured have 
climbed in the past two years, 

along with the rate of poverty, 
and maybe these statistics 
explain why. 

Where can average Americans 
find some relief? It's hard to 
say. Finding a better paying job 
won't work. Job creation is 
slow, according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. Americans no 
longer compete only among 
themselves; today they vie with 
workers in a worldwide labor 
market who can survive much 
more cheaply in their 
economies than Americans can. 
How about getting more educa­
tion? That usually makes work­
ers more marketable. But the 
EPI report says only about 27 
percent of American jobs even 
require a college education, and 
that rate is expected to increase 
very littie in the next 15 years. 
Plus federal support for student 
aid has been cut by this 
Congress, essentially to finance 
the war. 

So how are America's families 
surviving? Credit cards finance 
many of their day-to-day 
expenses. The EPI reveals that 
the average family's debt is 130 
percent of their personal dispos­
able income. About a quarter of 
low-income households had 
debts that exceeded 40 percent 
of their income. 

If the bills pile up too high, 
those families can't even declare 
bankruptcy. The House and 
Senate maiority pushed through 
revised bankruptcy laws that 
make it difficult for the average 
citizen to get out of debt. 
Meanwhile, corporate America 
has been allowed to balance 
their budgets at the expense of 
employees, imposing wage 
fi^ezes or cuts, baling out of 
pensions and health insurance 
premiums so they can reach 
their profit projections. Don't 
look to the federal government 
for an example either. It has 
nm up the largest deficit in his­
tory, with no end in sight. 

In 1965, a CEO made 24 
times the pay of the average 
worker m his company, accord­
ing to the EPI report. Today the 
average CEO makes 262 times 

the pay of his or her average 
worker. That employee's 
wages have risen only 7.2 per­
cent since 1992, while CEO 
compensation has risen over 
186 percent. The top fifth of 
our economy controls 84 per­
cent of the wealth in this coim-
try, and the average net worth 
of the top 1 percent of 
Americans is $15 million. 
Compare that to 30 percent of 
all American households, tens 
of millions of Americans, who 
have an average net worth less 
than 810,000. 

A series of tax cuts for the 
rich promoted by the White 
House and the current con­
gressional majority have fueled 
this divide, and they are still 
pushing for one more, an 
estate tax cut. Even the richest 
of the rich—Warren Buffet, 
Bill Gates, and David 
Rockefeller Sr.—think this 
adds insult to injury for the 
common man and woman. 
Maybe they would agree with 
what one leader said when 
government policy was 
designed to offer more hope to 
average Americans. "If a fi^e 
society cannot help the many 
who are poor," said President 
John Kennedy, "it caimot save 
the few who are rich." 

.Where is the compassion in 
our economic policy, the con­
cern for humanity that is the 
duty of government? If gov­
ernment does not protect the 
interests of the people it repre­
sents, then who will? The val­
ues of "personal responsibili­
ty" lauded by this administra­
tion are really code words that 
mean every man and women 
for themselves. And if 
Hurricane Katrina demon­
strates this government's con­
cern for the least among us, we 
better hope that the proverbial 
financial "levee" does not 
break. I have no doubt that 
our economy will survivo» but 
it won't be pretty. 

Lewis is the ranking member 
of the Oversight 
Subcommittee of the Ways and 
Means Committee. 

HiUary CUnton Isn't The 
Answer To Democratic Woes 

By: George E. Curry -
NNPA Columnist 
It's astoimding that New York 

Sen. Hillary Clinton is consid­
ered a fi-ont-runner to capture 
the 2008 Democratic nomina­
tion for president. After losing 
year after year with weak, north­
ern nominees, one would think 
that the Party would have 
learned its lesson by now. 
Evidently, it hasn't. The only 
way Democrats have been able 
to win 1600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue in nearly ^ half century 
has been by nominating a 
Southerner. That 's right, a 
Bubba. You don't have to be a 
rocket or social scientist to fig­
ure that out. In fact, you don't 
even have to be a scientist. 

Look at the record. Since 
John F. Kennedy, a U.S. Senator 
fi-om Massachusetts, was elect­
ed in 1960, the only Democrats 
elected president have been his 
vice president, Lyndon B. 
Johnson ofTexas; Jimmy Carter 
of Georgia and Bill Clinton of 
Arkansas. In the case of Clinton 
and Vice President Al Gore, it 
was technically a Double-Bubba 
ticket, with two Southerners 
heading the ticket. Actually, it 
was more like 1.5 Bubbas; 
though Gore claims Tennessee 
as his home, he grew up in 
Washington, D.C. as the son of 
a United States senator. 

Yet, Democrats seem lost 
when trying to pick a candidate 
for president. They can't find 
their butts with both hands, a 
map and an OnStar navigation 
system. They are clueless and, in 
many instances, spineless. A poll 
released two weeks ago by the 
Pew Research Center for The 
People & The Press found that 
Democrats couldn't be better 

positioned to win back the 
White House and retake at least 
one chamber of Congress. 

"Voters are expressing strong 
and consistent anti-Republican 
attitudes," the report stated. 
"The GOP lags well behind the 
Democratic Party on nearly all 
major issues, including the 
economy, Iraq, education, 
health care, the environment 
and the budget deficit. And the 
Republicans have lost ground in 
recent years even on such tradi­
tional strengths as terrorism and 
improving the nation's morali-
ty." 

A famous Democrat, 
President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, said: "We have noth­
ing to fear but fear itself." Sen. 
John Kerry, another loser from 
Massachusetts, correctiy noted 
that, "Now, we got a president 
and the only thing he got to sell 
is fear itself." 

The Bush administration may 
be peddling fear, but fewer 
Americans are buying it. 

"The Republican Party's 
advantage over the Democratic 
Party in dealing with the terror­
ist threat at home - which was 
as large as 30 points in January 
2002 - has declined to nine 
points in the current survey," 
the Pew study says. "In addi­
tion, the public is increasingly 
skeptical that the U.S. is prevail­
ing in the war on terrorism." 

With the November general 
election less than two months 
away, Democrats received some 
encouraging news about the 
prospect of recapturing at least 
the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

"As in sut previous surveys 
over the past 12 months, voters 
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by a wide margin say they 
favor the Democratic congres­
sional candidate in their dis­
trict C50%-39%)," Pew 
observed. 

Of 17 major issues - such as 
Iraq, the economy, taxes, 
health care, budget deficits, 
employment, crime and immi­
gration - the public favored 
Democrats on 16 issues. 
Republicans had the edge in 
only one area. 

"The Republican Party con­
tinues to hold a substantial 
lead m terms of having the 
'stronger' political leaders -
43% say the GOP has stronger 
leaders, compared to 30% who 
see the Democratic Party's 
leaders as stronger," the poll 
found. "This is a narrower 
margin than in April, when 
Republicans held a 53% to 
26% edge in this area, but still 
stands out as one of the few 
Republican advantages going 
into the election season." 

The reason Republicans arc 
perceived as stronger leaders is 
because, in general, they hold 
strong, clearly articulated 
views. They expect and 
demand Party loyalty. And if 
one of their members gets out 
of line, he or she is svriftly pun­
ished. Equally important, 
GOP handlers have been skill­
ful in mischaracterizing their 
opponents, painting those who 
raise questions about the U.S. 
presence in Iraq as traitors and 
linking the invasion of Iraq to 
the fight on terrorism. 

At the same time, 
Democrats have been their 
own worst enemy. They have 
been timid in challenging 
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Foundation For Community Empowerment Presents "Through The Eyes Of Our Children," A Youth 
Photojournalism Exhibit At The African American Museum, From September 23 - December 31, 2006 

Works of Fair Park/South Dallas 
students are honest, dignified and 
poignant; 

black-and-white photography 
and "digital stories" reflea every­
day beauty of children's lives 

A shotgun house, an elder at the 
YMCA, a swimmer proudly dis-

.ShuJow iij Itin byAaries Doss 

playing gold medals won at the and 
Senior Games, a community 
activist sharing her efforts to revi­
talize the Rose Garden nei^bor-
hood. 

These arc just a few of the 
images captured by 90 dedicated 
Fair Park/South Dallas smdents 
who spent 12 weeks last spring in 
a photojournalism workshop 
called Point of View, learning to 
express thoughts and feelings 
about themselves, their communi­
ty and their world. Sponsored by 
the Foundation for Community 
Empowerment (FCE) in parmer-
ship with Preservation LINK, 
Inc., "Through The Eyes of Our 
Children - Something Beautiful" 
is a black-and-white photographic 
exhibit featuring over 100 images 
and "digital stories." 

The exhibit will be on display in 
the Helen Giddings Solarium al 
the African American 
Museum at historic Fair 
Park from Sept. 23 -
Dec. 31,2006. A com­
munity open house will 
be held Sat., Sept. 23, 
from noon - 2 p.m. The 
exhibit and open house 
are free and open to the 
public. 

'These students have 
accomplished through 

their photography what some 
adults never achieve - the ability to 
interpret their community in a real­
istic light of hope and optimism," 
said Dr. Harry Robinson, Jr., presi­
dent and CEO of the African 
American Museum. "The African 
American Museum is very proud 

to bring this special 
exhibit back to the 
neighborhood it illus­
trates so others can be 
inspired by the works of 
these very talented Idds." 

In its third year in 
DISD's Area 2, the Point 
ofView program encour­
aged students ages 9 to 
17 from five schools in 
South Dallas to venture 
into their local YMCAs 

recreation centers, barber 
shops and small businesses, back­
yards and homes with the goal of 
capturing the "everyday beauty" of 
their community. The participating 
schools were Lincoln High School, 
Pearl C. Anderson Middle School, 
Charles Rice Learning Center, 
H,S. Thompson Learning Center 
and Joseph J. Rhoads Learning 
Center. 

"It is a blessing to be part of the 
solution. We have the responsibility 
to instill in our children a real sense 
of pride and self worth," said 
Herman. "Preservation LINK, Inc. 
uses the arts as a vehicle of change, 
and I wimessed the progressive 
transformations many of these stu­
dents experienced wiiile engaged in 
the program. I watched them 
acknowledge themseh'es as instru­
ments for positive change in their 
communities." i 

Dream Deferred byJ.L Griffin 

Point of View and the "Throu^ 
the Eyes of Our Children -
Something Beautiful" exhibition 
has already been featured in the 
Dallas Morning News, WFAA-
TVs Metro, Fox 4's Good Day 
Dallas and Insists, and DISD's 
award-winning program School 
Zone. 

Joseph Dean, an 'art teacher at 
H.S. Tliompson Learning Center, 
reports that the project generated 
"a lot of emotion and excitement. 
They (the students) have taken it 
on their own to search for the beau­
ty in their very own community." 

The students used digital and 35 
mm disposable cameras, short 
"multimedia digital stories" and 
their words to illustrate the hope 
and strwjgth in their surroundings. 
Engaged in a process that aims to 
inspire and empower, the students 
learned how to use critical thinking 
skills to identify, document and 
preserve their community's assets. 
The result is an honest, dignified 
and often poignant collection of 
everyday moments in the lives of 
these children. 

"The people in South Dallas 
make it what it is-TTie houses don't 
make it what it is, we make it what 
it is. If everybody gets together, 
then we can make it better," said 
Gabrielle Perkins and Jalina 
Coleman, two students at Charles 
Rice Learning Center who were 
parmers during the photojournal­

ism project. 
"At FCE, we know what many 

people in the city who are not 
familiar with South Dallas never 
seerThat there is great strength and 
beauiy there," said Cecilia Edwards 
of the Foundation for Communit>' 

Shotgun House by Jasmine Oliver 

EmpKJwerment. "Our work is 
founded on the belief that impover­
ished, neglected neighboihoods are 
fiill of overlooked assets; part of our 
job is to help them understand their 
own capacity to heal. These sm­
dents' work is a beautiful example 
ofdiat." 

Point of View is a Preservation 
LINK photojournalism program 
sponsored by FCE. Other part­
ners of the project are the Dallas 
Independent School District 
(DISD); MIRACLES, an After-
School All-Stars program of the 

Todd Wagner Foimdation; FOX 4 
and My 27/KDR-TV; and the 
University ofTexas at Dallas. 

"It was a great experience for 
the kids and myself as well, 
because I had the opportunity, to 
give back to the community I 
came from," said Melanie 
Brundage, a Lincoln High School 
graduate Who served as a 
University of Texas-Dallas intern 
for the program. 

FCE seeks to be a catalyst for 
the revitalizarion of low-income 
neighborhoods in'Dallas throu^ 
the empowerment of individuals, 
organizations, and entire commu­
nities. In 2003, FCE received a 
S2-million federal grant irom the 
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services' Administration 
for Children and Families to teach 
community-based and faith-based 
organizations in low-income 
neighborhoods how to effectively 
compete for private and public 
resources. 

T h r o u ^ various arts-in-
education programs, 
Preservation LINK, Inc. 
equips children, families and 
communities with skills that 
enable them to eiq^lore and 
embrace the possibilities in 
themselves and the world 
around them. Preservation 
LINK, Inc.'s mission is to 
encourage an appreciation 
and acknowledgment of 

community and culture through 
literacy, art and technology edu­
cation. David Herman, Jr., pho­
tographer and Executive 
Director of Preservation LINK, 
Inc., created the Point of View 
program along with Director of 
Programs Shaunqula A. Wilson, 

The African American 
Museum, located at 3536 Grand 
Avenue at Fair Park (across the 
parking lot firom Music Hall), is 
the only museum in the 
Southwestern United States 
devoted to the preservation and 
display of African American 
artistic, cultural and historical 
materials. It also has one of the 
largest Afiican American folk art 
collections in the United States. 
The African American Museum 
incorporates a wide variety of. 
visual art forms and historical 
documents that portray the 
Afiican American experience in 
the United States, Southwest, 
and Dallas. 

Wanted by Dekitnbe Small 

If You D o Only One T h i n g for Your Family This M o n t h . . . 
. . . M a k e Sure T h e y are Protected in case of an Emergency. 

sia Resffland 
To help you take care of this important 
responsibility^ we are offering a FREE 
Simplicity Planner preplanning guide. 

CaU 972-238-7111 today! 

THE 
SIMPLICITY 

PLAN* 

(Don't wait until it's too late to make your final wishes known) 

Schools are starting; students are col lege-bound, and people are joining the workforce. We wish you 
good health and prosperity. Now do "The Simplicity Plan" for family security and peace of mind. 

- j * - ^ ; . . 
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Since 190SI 
Our Roots Grow Deep 

tOf^ 
III the Lone Star State, tken ire two kinds of peo[tte. Tbose who are from Teuss asd tlioss who wisft 

they were. Your Teias Ford Dealers are proud to say, "we're from here!" 
The first Ford Oealefshl|i opened io 1909, asd our roots liave erowe deep la the lisart of Teias. and 

Texaes ever since. Because, tor nearly IQO years. Ford aed your Teias Ford Dealers have teen a {lart 
of the community. Not only providing the highest ifualtty, most innovative Amiricaii aHtoaotive 
products, hut also, heinj a good neishhor supporting local commutirty groups and iiittattves wherever 
and whenever possible. 

That tradition continues today, as demonstrated by onr Qo-goiog commitment to such programs as 
Salute To Education which, to date, has donated more tbaa five million dollars ia college scbolirslups. 

Ford is the best selling brand in Texa^ k 
baseU oo Polk Registrat ions, CV 2 0 

"^—ii««'it 

rd FOSldN 32 MpiJ Hwy 
1 3 2 mpg Hwy with 5-spead manual M 

Others inctede the Texas chapters of the Fatero Farmers if America (FFA). tkv Coastal Conservation 
Association (CCA) and, of course, all the local chapters of Tke Sasan G. Komen fireast Cancer 
Foundation (Race For The Cure). 

Oir commitment to American innovation continues as well. From ttie styling f^ the new Ford Mustang 
and Ford Fusion to the Built Ford Tough capabilities of Ford FSerles - to our leadersliip in altemztlfe 
fuel technology apparent in the Fori Escape Hybrid - Ford is driving American Innovation. And, we most 
be doing it right, because as the Best-Selling Brand in the lone Star State, Texas is driving Ford. 

So we thank you for your continued support, and we invite yoa to visit your nearest Texas Ford Dealer 
today. You don't have te go far. When you're deep In the heart of Texas, yoa're always dose by.^^^^ 

^"^ 

\ : 

Ford RANGER has 
best fuel economy of 
ppmpact pickup 29 

EPABstHwyat . 

Ford is the BgsTTrucki:ftie~of Tfexas 
\ \ ; ^ Texas Auto Writsrii Asspciation^^V-

N^Ford has tnree models with32mp^ or more 

Ford FOCUS 34 mpg Hwy 
EPA est 34 Trtity<4>fcy Mi l t t i^speet l 

ord ESCAPE^HY^RIli 36 m 
EPA est 32 mpg Hwy wi th 5-sp^«d maiiuaT 

<!y</?^2 

BOLDMOVES 
We are proud 
to support FFA 

WARRIORS IN PINK 
POWKRtD t r FOKO 

BEST IN TEXAS 
texasford.com 
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Business Qjiplqiir.To Ady^Jtiip.Call 972-606-7498 

Champion Mortgage Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

Chaiupioti Mortgage ivith McKinney Chamber 0/ Comtnerce Members Keevinn Dailey and the Champion Mortgage Staff 

American, D/FW Airport Continue Bid For China Route 
American Airlines and 

Dallas/Fort Worth Inter-nadon-
al Airport are lobbying hard to 
generate last minute support for 
a proposed route from D/FW to 
Beijing. 

American Airlines is one of 
several airlines lobbying for a 
new route to China that the 
U.S . Depar tmen t of Transp­
ortation will open up next year. 

American Airlines has sent e-
mails to AAdvantage members 
telling them they have two days 
left to support its new "Gateway 
to China," providing them with 
a link to a site set up by the air­
line where visitors to the Web 
site can express their support 
for the proposed Beijing route. 

"The Department of Transp­

ortation bases its decision on 
many factors, and one of the 
most important is the amoimt of 
community support," American 
says in the e-mail. "By signing 
your name to an online petition 
you can show your support." 

D/FW Airport officials held a 
news conference Wednesday to 
discuss a new study of the eco­
nomic impact of the D/FW-
Beijing route. 

"This is extremely important to 
us," said Joe Lopano, D / F W s 
executive vice president of mar­
keting and terminal manage­
ment. 

The study done by global avia­
tion consulting firm SH&E found 
that the proposed route would 
add SI80 million to the Texas 

economy each year. 
D/FW previously said the route 

would br ing S120 million to 
North Texas, but said that esti­
mate was based on calculations 
from several years ago. 

Lopano said during a press 
conference that the new figure 
includes the impact on the entire 
state, not just Nor th Texas. It 
also takes into account inflation, 
an increase in visitor spending in 
Nor th Texas, job creation, trade 
stimulation and service growth 
to support the new flight. 

Lopano declined to talk about 
the methodology for the calcula­
tions. He said that information 
will be revealed in the filing, and 
thus he didn't want to give away 
details until Monday, the dead­

line for submitting direct exhibits 
supporting the airline's proposal 
to the DOT. 

T h e filing is being made by a 
Nor th Texas consortium com­
prised of D / F W Airport , the 
cities of Dallas and Fort Worth 
and the N o r t h Texas 
Commission. 

T h e new route will take effect 
March 27. 

Other carriers vying for the 
slot are Hous ton-based 
Cont inenta l Airlines (NYSE: 
CAL), which wants to fly from 
Newark to Shanghai; Northwest 
Airlines (Pink Sheets: NWACQ) , 
which wants to fly Detroit to 
Shanghai and ' United Airlines 
(Nasdaq: UAUA), which wants 
to fly Dulles to Beijing. 

Gas Prices Continue Decline 
Dallas-Fort Worth drivers are 

continuing to get good news at 
the p u m p s , as the pr ice of 
crude oil continues to decline. 

Gas dropped more than 12 
cents from last week to about 
S2.41 pergal lon of regular, self-
serve gasoline, according to 

AAA Texas" Weekend Gas Watch. 
T h e statewide average price of 

gas dropped 13 cents to S2.44 a 
gallon. 

"Several factors contribute to 
the lowering of retail gasoline 
prices including lower demand 
following the end of the summer 

driving season, a much calmer 
hurricane season than previously 
anticipated and a huge decline in 
the price of crude oil," said AAA 
Texas spokeswoman Rose 
Rougeau. "The price of crude fell 
below S64 a barrel this week 
after reaching a record S78.40 a 

barref on July 14." 
T h e cheapest gas in Texas this 

week is in Corpus Christi where 
prices fell more than 16 cents to 
S2.23 a gallon. El Paso has the 
highest-priced gas at S2.64, 
despite dropping nearly 10 cents 
from last week. 

Ex-Im Bank, SBA Broaden Co-Guarantee Program To Help 
Small Businesses Obtain Larger Working Capital Loans 

The Export-Import Bank of 
the United States (Ex-Im Bank) 
and the U.S. Small business 
Administration (SBA) have 
signed an agreement to widen 
the reach of, and make perma­
nent, a cooperative program that 
enables U.S. small businesses to 
sell their products and services in 
foreign markets. 

Ex-Im Bank Chairman and 
President James H. Lambright 
and SBA Administrator Steven 
C. Preston signed a memoran­
dum of understanding at Ex-Im 
Bank headquarters expanding 
the two agencies' Co-Guarantee 
Program for five years, and 
increasing Ex-Im Bank's poten­
tial exposure at any one time 
imder the program to S50 mil-
hon. Previously the initiative, 
launched as a pilot program in 
2004, was limited to a total 
amoimt of S45 million during 
the 2- year test. 

The program allows Ex-Im 
Bank and SBA to co-guarantee 
loans of up to 82 million to small 
business exporters imder SBA's 
Export Working Capital 
Program. Ex-Im Bank's co-guar­
antee supplements SBA's guar­
antee to help small business 
exporters obtain larger loans 
than SBA could support alone. 
Borrowers still are able to work 
through their existing SBA 
lenders. Small businesses from 
Florida to Wisconsin have bene­
fited from the program. 

"We are dehghted that tiiis 
program will give even more 
help to those small businesses 
that need more capital than they 
could obtain under the SBA's 

program alone," Lambright said. 
"The program helps Ex-Im Bank 
fiilfill its mission to support U.S. 
small business exports and 
American jobs, and answers the 
Trade Promotion Coordinating 
Committee's (TPCC) call for Ex-
Im Bank and SBA to bring their 
working capital programs into line 
to leverage support for small busi­
ness." 

The T P C C is an interagency 
task force chaired by the Secretary 
of Commerce charged with imple­
menting a national export strategy 
to streamline the U.S. govern­
ment's export promotion and 
trade finance services. 

"The SBA is proud to be a part­
ner with the Ex-Im Bank to back 
larger loans to small businesses," 
said SBA Administrator Steven C. 
Preston. "This initiative allows 
entrepreneurs a bigger piece of the 
pie as they enter the global econo­
my in a 21 st century marketplace 
that does not recognize borders." 

The SBA U.S. Export Assistance 
Centers, located in major metro­
politan areas throughout the 
United States, are one-stop shops 
ready to provide your small or 
medium-sized business with local 
export assistance. For more infor­
mation please visit sba.gov/oit. 

Ex-Im Bank this year marks its 
72nd year of helping finance the 
sale of U.S. exports, primarily to 
emerging markets throughout the 
world. In fiscal year 2005 Ex-Im 
Bank authorized nearly $14 billion 
in transactions supporting almost 
517.9 billion in U.S. exports. This 
represented 3,128 transactions, of 
w ^ c h 2,617, or over 80%, directly 
benefited small businesses. 
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Bush on the war in Iraq and 
haven ' t exemplified courage 
on s imple things; they got 
caught up trying to label a 
Chr i s tmas t ree a "hol iday 
tree." Voters don ' t want their 
leaders to be politically correct 
- they want t hem to be correct. 

And the correct thing for 
Democra t s to do is to nomi ­
na te a Sou the rne r for presi­
dent . 

In the 10 presidential elec­

tions since the John F. Kennedy-
Lyndon B. Johnson era ended in 
1968, Democrats have won only 
three times, coimting Clinton's 
1996 re-election victory. With a 
record like that , even poor stu­
dents of history should have 
learned by now. 

George E. Curry is editor-in-
chief of the NNPA News Service 
and BlackPressUSA.com. To con-
t a a Curry or to book him for a 
speaking engagement, go to his 
Web site, www.gcorgecurry.com. 

African American 
Republicans 

A Legacy of Good Fniit 
Did you know? 

The Republ ican Party in Texas was 
formed by 150 African Americans and 20 
Anglos in response to the Democrat party 
vote to protect & extend slavery. 

When the M"' Amendment passed, not 
even one Democrat in Congress voted for 
African-American civil rights. 

To this day, including the November 7, 
2006 election the Republican Party of 
Texas has consistently embraced diversity 
in color and culture. The majority of 
African Amer i cans running in this 
November 's election are Republicans. 

Vote a Straight Ticket 
For Your 

Republican Team 
Political Info. Paid by the Ounnings and friends 

257 Bellwood Dr., Garland. TX 75040 

Champion Mortgage recently 
held a ribbon cutting ceremony 
in McKinney, attended by mem­
bers of the Mckinney Chamber 
of Commerce . 

Champion Mortgage special­

izes in all types of residential 
and commercial mor tgage 
financing. For more informa­
tion on Champion Mortgage 
call 972-529-2371 or 866-338-
1296. You can also 
www.champioimitrg.org. 

vist 

BURIAL PLOTS 

PRIME BURIAL LOTS FOR SALE 
One, two or three lots for sale at Restland 
in North Dallas; located in the beautiful 
and p e a c e ^ Serenity Gardens Section 
(Southeast comer of Greenville Avenue & 
Restland Road.) Market value $3450 each, 
but selling price negotiable. View plots by 
appointment only. Call 972-606-3878, 
972-416-6109, or 469-235-5808, 
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Let us guide you through the maze 

Business Insurance Executive Insurance 
General Liability 
Aulo 
Prĉ >erty 
Workers Cmnp. 
Un^rella 

Directors & Officers 
Eniploymcnl Practice Liability 
Fiduciary Liability 
Crime 
Fi<lelity 

Science & Technology 
Lifescicncc 
Phamiaceulical.'. 
Computer Consultants 
Computer Mfj;, 
Biotechnology 

Contact us: 469-366-6890 Phone »r Cell: 214-243-6225 
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FAIR PRICE OFFER 
For Oil and/or Gas Bujing 

Small "NET" Revenue Interest 
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CNS 
S e c u r i t i e s , ULC 

I n d i v i d u a l a n d B u s i n e s s 
Redrement Planning • Financial Planning 

Tax Strategies • Protection Planning 
Investment Planning 

Resident of Collin County for over IS years 

M i c h a e l A . S i m m o n s , M B A 

Registered Representative 
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Education 
The Lagrant Foundation Receives 

$10,000 Grant From GMAC 
The Lagrant Foundation 

recendy received a $10,000 
grant from GMAC Financial 
Services SmartEdge 
Book Allowance 
Program to fund book 
awards for 20 TLF stu­
dents. 

The grant will help 20 
current and former TLF 
applicants off-set the 
costs of books for the 
2006-2007 academic 
year. Twenty past and 
present TLF applicants 
will get a $500 book 
allowance for the year. 

The GMAC 
SmartEdge Book 
Allowance Program is a 
national program that collabo­
rates with nonprofit orgaiii2a-

donation to help oflfeet the costs of TLF. "We're very happy to receive 
textbooks for post-high school support from GMAC's 
education. SmartEdge program. The assis­

tance will be greatly utilized 
by our students." 

"The Lagrant Foundation 
has a great program going 
and GMAC is proud to sup­
port such a strong organiza­
tion dedicated to addressing 
diversity," said James E. 
Farmer, Retired Vice 
President, GMAC & 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 
Consultant, GMAC. 

Each year The Lagrant 
Foundation awards scholar­
ships to African American, 
Native American, Hispanic 
and Asian undergraduate 

and graduate smdents majoring in 
advertising, marketing and public 

Mr. Km L. Hunter, FounderlChairman, The Lagrant 
Foundation (L) receives a $10,000 check from James 

E. Farmer, Retired Vice President, GMAC &• 
Communications Consultant, GMAC 

"GMAC has been a long-time 
supporter of TLF," said Mr. Kim 

dons to identify recipients for a L. Himter, founder/chairman of relations. 

RSID National Merit Semifinalists 
Richardson Independent 

School District today 
announced that 16 seniors 
have been named National 
Meri t Semifinalists for the 
2006-2007 academic year, 
making them eligible for con­
sideration to receive a 
National Merit Scholarship. 

The s tudents represent 
some of the top academic 
performers in the Uni ted 
States. More than 1.5 million 
juniors in nearly 21,000 high 
schools entered the 2007 
National Merit Program by 
taking the 2005 PSAT which 
serves as the initial screen of 
program entrants. They rep­
resent less than one percent 
of U.S. high school seniors 
and the highest scoring 
entrants in each state. The 
number of semifinalists in a 
state is proportional to the 

state's percentage of the 
national total of graduating 
seniors. 

"These outstanding stu­
dents deserve congratulations 
for a job well done," said 
Interim Superintendent Patti 
Kieker. "To be named among 
the best is a great boost for 
them in anticipation of their 
college years ahead. The dis­
trict is proud of them." 

Students enter the National 
Merit competition by scoring 
well on PSAT tests, usually 
taken junior year, and advance 
in the program based on their 
skills, accomplishments and 
subsequent SAT scores. These 
academically talented high 
school seniors have an oppor­
tunity to continue in the com­
petition for some 8,200 merit 
scholarships worth more than 
S30 million. 

R i c h a r d s o n ISD^s 2006-
2007 N a t i o n a l M e r i t 
Semi f ina l i s t s are: 

• Christina N. Auldridge, 
Berkner 

• Elizabeth R. Biasatti, 
Pearce 

• Odessa P. Hamidi, Pearce 
• Christopher C. Irvin, 

Berkner 
• Isabelle C. Jargowsky, 

Richardson 
• Sarah M. Jenevein, Pearce 
• Tammy J. Lee, Berkner 

Jenna K. Nolan, 
Richardson 

• Rebecca A. Piroga, Pearce 
• Michael V. Sheetz, 

Richardson 
• Luke Shelton, Pearce 
• Kathryn P. Strong, Pearce 
• Elson Wang, Pearce 
' Kendra R. Woodall, Pearce 
• Albert Young, Berkner 
• Grace D.Yuan, Richardson 

DCCCD, Sam Houston State Partnership Gives Students More Options 
As students fix)m the Dallas 

Coimty Community College 
District finish their associate's 
degrees, they want to explore 
more options before they trans­
fer to four-year colleges and 
universities to purse a bache­
lor's degree. A new parmership 
between DCCCD and Sam 
Houston State University in 
Huntsville now provides one 
more option that they can con­
sider - including both web-
based learning and on-campus 
classes, joint admission to both 
institutions and a reverse trans-

fer agreement. 
OfBcials from DCCCD and 

SHSU recently cemented that 
new parmership with a transfer 
(or articulation) agreement sign­
ing onThurs., Sept. 14, at the dis­
trict's downtown Dallas office. 
Dr. Wright Lassiter, chancellor of 
DCCCD, and Dr. James 
Gaermer, president of SHSU, 
exchanged comments, duplicate 
documents and "oflBcial" pens. 

"The Dallas County 
Community College Distria is 
excited to add another parmer in 
higher education. Our agreement 

with Sam Houston State 
University gives us an opportuni-

Dr. James Gaertner, president, Sam Houston 
State University (Huntsville, Texas); 

right - lyr.Wright Lassiter, chancellor, 
Dallas County Community College District, 

ty to offer our students more 
options for their educational and 

p r o f e s s i o n a l 
growth," said 
Lassiter. "We 
welcome Sam 
Houston State 
University as a 
parmer with our 
district, and we 
look forward to 
the additional 
opportunities for 
our students that 
this agreement 
will provide." 

"We also welcome DCCCD 
students to SHSU's family, and 
we look forward to working with 
them as they pursue their bache­
lor's degrees," said Gaermer. "We 
know that community college sm­
dents from DCCCD and else­
where do as well as or better than 
our 'native' smdents who started 
at SHSU as freshmen, They are 
dedicated students who have 
already proven their determina­
tion to earn a col l ie degree. 

DCCCD and SHSU officials 
anticipate that they will complete 
more than 30 online transfer 

agreements linked to more than 
40 bachelor's degree programs 
at Sam Houston. Those agree­
ments will maximize the 
amoimt of course work that stu­
dents have completed for their 
associate's degrees from 
DCCCD that can be applied to 
those SHSU bachelor's degrees. 
Students and counselors also 
will be able to access informa­
tion about the agreements on 
the home pages of both instim-
tions' websites at 

www.dcccd.edu or 
www.shsu.edu. 

Omaha Schools Page I 

tricts in the state would have 
been subjea to such a plan. 

"The court can find no'rea­
sonable basis for creating a clas­

sification of one in this instance," 
Coffey said. 

Coffey also said the learning 
community board's voting struc­
ture would violate the Nebraska 

Constimtion because a large dis­
trict's vote would coimt the same 
as a small district. The board was 
set to hold its first meeting 
Tuesday. 

The injimction was in response 
to a lawsuit by the Chicano 
Awareness Center, a Latino out­
reach group, and five parente of 
children in Omaha public 

schools. The NAACP has also 
sued over the law, saying it vio­
lates the U.S. Supreme Court's 
1954 ruling outlawing school seg­
regation. 

The 45,000-smdent Omaha 
school system is 46 percent 
white, 31 percent black, 20 per­
cent Hispanic, and 3 percent 
Asian or American Indian. 
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for Dariur" were held Simday 
in four dozen cities worldwide 
to show support for Darfur's 
people and pressure the 
Sudanese government to pro­
tect its civilians and end the 
conflict. 

Thousands of people 
demonstrated in New York 
City, religious leaders gathered 
outside Downing Street in 
London to pray for a resolution 
and a candlelight vigil was held 
in Cambodia to remember 
Darfur victims. 

In a coimter demonstration, 
about 150 people in 
Khartoum, Sudan, marched to 
the United Nations' offices to 
protest the proposed deploy­
ment of U.N. peacekeepers in 
Darfiir. 

At least 200,000 people have 
been killed in Darfur and more 
than 2 million have fled their 
homes since 2003, when ethnic 
African tribes revolted against 
the Arab-led government. The 
government is accused of 
unleashing brutal Arab militia­
men known as janjaweed in the 
remote western province. 

A May peace agreement 
signed by the government and 
one of the major rebel groups 
was supposed to help end the 
conflict. Instead, it has sparked 
months of fighting between 
rival rebel factions that has 
added to the toll. 

Sudan's government has 
rejected a U.N. plan to send 
peacekeeping troops to Darfur 
to replace the lai^ely ineffective 
African Union peacekeeping 
force, whose mandate expires 
at the end of this month. 

"People have to stand with 
the oppressed against their 
oppressors and urge their 
leaders to extend any political 
leverage or capital that they 
have over the government of 
Sudan," said Omer Ismail of 
the Washington-based Darfur 
Peace and Development 
humanitarian aid organiza­
tion. 

U.S. Rep Chris Smith, R-
N.J., said the people of Darfur 
have "had atrocities imposed 
upon them that no human 
being would have to face." 

Speaking in New York's 
Central Park in front of a 

crowd police estimated at 
20,000, Smith said that China, 
which has major oil interests in 
Sudan, should "put its econom­
ic interests in Sudan aside and 
say enough is enough." 

Christian, Muslim and Jewish 
leaders in London evoked the 
1994 genocide in Rwanda, 
where more than 500,000 peo­
ple were slaughtered. The lead­
ers were met by Baroness Amos, 
leader of the House of Lords, 
who warned that the world must 
not once again m m a blind eye 
to an unfolding crisis in Africa. 

"We do not want to see a 

repeat of what happened in 
Rwanda when the world com-
mimity turned its face away," 
she said. 

The gathering followed a 
march from the Sudanese 
Embassy by himdreds of pro­
testers wearing the light blue 
berets of the U.N. to represent 
their call for a U.N. force in the 
area. 

Amos said the U.K. govern­
ment would call for sanctions 
and the investigation of human 
rights abuses by the 
International Criminal Court. 

In Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 

A Book Worth Waiting For: 
"Black City of Gold, The Legend of Black WaU Street" 

" B y Jay Jay Wilson 
Celebrated Author/Researcher/Film-Maker 

Release Da te : Sep t ember 9, 2006 

Feamred on CNN, HBO, 60-Minutes, 
Associated Press, Black Essence 
Magazine, The History Channel, 
Nightline, USA Today, New York Times, 
Dallas Morning News, The Final Call, 
National Black Press (Newspapers & 
Magazines), Radio & Television Shows 
(Nationally & Internationally.) 

In 1993, Authors Jay Jay Wilson and Ron 
Wallace met with Governor David Walters 

of Otdahoma and set off the Reparations Movement now being heard 
in the Supreme Court, formerly Litigated by the laie Johimy 
Cochran. 

Call 972-775-0788 to reserve your copy of "Black City of Gold, 
The Legend of Black Street or visit www.ablackciiyofgoId.com 

Achieving Success in Your Now! 
Hosted by Success Coaches Anna A Richmond McCoy 

Wdnt !o makti more money De your own boss excel in your hie'' 

Act Now Success Training 
Will teach vou how to: 

Define Your Purpose, Plan and Path 
Chart Your Cour&e for Greatness 

Birth your Dreams and Ideas 
Get in the Real Estate Game 

Live Your Best Life Now 
Develop Your Talent 

Present to Win 
Raise Capital 

Act in the Now 

Listen to 
The Real McCoy Show 

onKHVN970AM 
Sunday 5-6 PM 

PmcOcal mnd purpomfm mMo» 
on kvB. monay and buMhaw 

Call to Register 
877-751-5700 

November 4,2O06 
Parle Omni West-Dallas 

9am-6pm 
www.annamccoy.com 
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still haunted by memories of the 
brutal Khmer Rouge regime's 
rule in which some 1.7 million 
were killed in the late 1970s, 
protesters held a candleUght 

;jl in a local mosque. 

Ly Sok Kheang said he feared 
the international community 
was repealing the same mistakes 
from Cambodia. 

He said, "As far as the geno­
cide in Cambodia is concerned. 

for over three years the state 
committed killings of its own 
people while the international 
community, including the 
United Nations, failed to 
intervene to stop it." 

If you thought voting was too much of a hassle, think again. 

Voting in Texas is now easier, faster and more secure because 

the power of the vote has been combined with the power of 

technolog); Be ready for the November 7 general election by 

getting all the facts about voting convenience and locations. 

VOTEXAS 
Etisier. EEister. More Secure., 

Pmgram of Rogrr VN îliams, 

Office of the Secrrtan- of State 

www.votexas.org: 1-800-252-VOTE 

I isit Om XWhsite .It tciviv.MOXrhfduzcttf.cont 
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E m a i l H n t e r t a i n i n e n t 
News A n d E v e n t s t o 

EntertainmentCn AlonTheGazette. 

New Brandy Television Show In The Works 
By: ShaylaByrd 
Looks like R&B singer 

Brandy is planning a small-
screen comeback. 

According to an entry on 
imdb.com, TV writer and 
Girlfriends creator Mara 
Brock Akil is developing an 
as-yet-untitled project for 
the singer. The plot outline 
for the show involves a 
"yoimg New Yorker" who 
"moves to Los Angeles to 
work as an entertainment 
editor." 

This won't be Akil's first 
time collaborating with Brandy 

for television—she previously 
worked as a writer on the 

singer's UPN show Moesha. 
And Brandy is no stranger to 

television herself. After playing it 

low key following the end of 
Moesha in 2001, the singer has 

recently been making the 
rounds on several shows. She 
had a recurring guest spot on 
UPN's One on One last sea­
son, was a guest host on The 
View, and sat as a judge on the 
simimer series America's Got 
Talent. 

Brandy is currently working 
on her fifth studio album, 
which is schedule for an early 
2007 release. In the meantime, 

new Brandy vocals can be heard 
on Diddy's new album. Press 
Play, which drops October 3. 

Singer John Legend Lets Fans 
Choose Radio Play 

Grammy Award-winning 
singer John Legend will let 

his fans play disc-jockey by 
allowing them to choose 
which song from his upcom­
ing album to release to 
radio. 

The management-consult-
ant-turned-R&B-soloist said 

he was curious to know which 
of the two tracks ~ "Show 
Me" and "Heaven Only 
Knows" — fans will pick. 

"At the end of the day you 
got to rely on your taste and 
your instinct the most, but it's 
nice to know what the fans 
really like," Legend told 
Reuters. 

Legend and his label, Sony 
BMG, are teaming up with 
Verizon Wireless to let fans on 
the wireless network choose 
the song after they listen to 
excerpts of the two on their 
cell phones. 

Record labels have been 
experimenting with new ways 
to keep fans tuned in to their 
stars as traditional radio faces 

greater competition for lis­
tening time from digital 
music players and Internet 
music channels. 

T h e competi t ion runs 
through October 13, and the 
album hits Web stores on 
October 24. 

Legend, who won three 
Grammys in 2005 for his 
"Gel Lifted" debut album, 
said he hked taking part in 
the promotion and distribu­
tion of his music nearly as 
much as creating it, 

"I guess it's my background 
in business," he said. "I've 
looked at myself as the CEO 
of John Legend Inc. N o one 
cares as much as I do about 
my project." 

Film Targets Black Voters 
Some cried. Others left 

angry. Most displayed some 
kind of emotion. 

From San Francisco, to Los 
Angeles, to Boston, American 
Blackout " a documentary 
alleging disfranchisement 
of black voters in th t 2000 
and 2004 presidential elec­
tions ~ has triggered strong 
reactions from viewers 
nationwide. 

"What hits people the 
most is that in this day and 
age, the suppression of the 
black and Latino vote is 
still happening," said Jean-
Philippe Boucicaut, a co-
producer and an editor of 
the documentary. 

Boucicaut, a Haitian-
American filmmaker, 
expects similar reactions 
tonight when the docu­
mentary is shown at the 
A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n 
Research Library and 
Cultural Center near Fort 
Lauderdale. 

"The anger that people 
come out with after watching 
the film makes them motivat­
ed to take a stand and become 
active," he said. 

The movie aims to educate 
people about voting, and 
encourage them to go to the 

polls, said Gina Dodard, pro­
gram director of ACTION 
Foundation, a Fort Lauderdale-
based cultural arts education 
nonprofit. 
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American 
m Blackout 

The foundation is bringing 
the film to the library. 

Voting irregularities in 2000 
and alleged disfranchisement in 
2004 bred distrust among black 
and other voters, said Florida 
NAACP President Adora Obi 

Nweze. 
Nonetheless, it is important 

that everyone — not just blacks -

- votes, Nweze said. 
"Once the vote goes then 

nothing else in this country 
quite matters," she said. 

Florida was the deciding state 
that gave George W Bush 
the victory by a 537-vote 
m a i ^ n in • the 2000 presi­
dential election. 

In 2002, civil rights 
groups settled a class-action 
lawsuit stemming from the 
election. 

The suit was filed on 
behalf of African Americans 
and Haitian- Americans in 
Florida. It alleged that thou­
sands couldn't vote because 
of faulty election equipment, 
mishandled voter registra­
tion procedures and citizens 
who were incorrectly classi­
fied as felons, who are ineli­
gible to vote. 

The documentary trails 
U.S. Rep. Cynthia A. 
McKinney, D-Ga. She 

caused a stir after she was quot­
ed as saying that Bush ignored 
warnings of the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks because he knew a war 
on terrorism would help busi­
nesses run by his friends and 
campaign contributors. 

The documentary suggests 
that McKinney's quotes were 
taken out of context. 

Live Taping of The Yundrae Show! 
@ Strait Street Entertainment Venue 

1305 S. Highway 121, Suite 430 ' Lewisvtile, TX 75067-5914 
For More Information Call 214-559-5700 

Hip-Hop Mogul Stresses Financial Plan 
Hip-hop mogul Russell 

Simmons says financial plan­
ning and credit stability should 
be a priority for 
youngsters,rather than spending 
their money on material items. 

They don't need to just pay 
attention to the bling," he said. 
"Rappers spending countless 
money are on television. 

But in real life, these artists 
are very responsible with their 
money." 

Russell alRussell along with 
other financial advisers and hip-
hop figures such as Jermaine 
Dupri, Ludacris and Paul Wall 
talked about financial empower­

ment to about 1,500 
attendees at Morris 
Brown College on 
Saturday. 

A I82-pa A 182 
page booklet, half in 
English and half in 
Spanish, was given 
out in a gift bag to 
everyone who 
attended the sum­
mit. The book 
included the impor­
tance of home own­
ership, credit repair, 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s hip 
and vehicle financ­
ing. 

Jermaine Dupri, second from right, speaks to 
attendees at Morris Brown College in Atlanta, 

about financial empowerment as Ren^ Ma, left, 
Paul Wall, and Russell Simmons, right, listen. 

The entertainers along with financial advisers, 
said financial planning and credit stability 

should be a priority for youngsters, rather than 
spending their money an material items. 

Tyler Investigates Fox "Death" 
Actress Aisha Tyler, a recent 

guest film critic on "Ebert and 
Roeper," will star opposite 
Kevin Bacon in the vigilante 
drama "Death Sentence." 

The Fox project centers on a 
father (Bacon) out for revenge 
after his family is attacked in a 
heinous gang-initiation crime. 
The father acts on his own 
sense of justice by going after 
each person involved in the 
crime. Tyler plays a homicide 
detective who aids Bacon's char­
acter despite her growing suspi­

cions that he might have com­

mitted murder. 
James Wan is directing the 

adaptation of Brian Garfield's 
novel, in which Tyler's char­
acter is wTitten as a 50-year-
old man. The role was 
revised by the filmmakers 
during casting. 

Tyler was a regular on 
CBS' "The Ghost 
Whisperer." On the film 
side, she most recently 
appeared in Disney's "The 
Santa Clause 2" and next 
appears in Rogue Pictures' 

upcoming pingpong comedy 
"Balls of Fury." 

Samuel L. Inks Deal With New Line 
Samuel L. Jackson, who has 

made several successful films 
for New Line Cinema, will now 
create projects for the studio 
under a new production deal 
through 2008. 

"I have made four movies 
with New Line so far, and they 
have all been immensely posi­
tive experiences for me," 
Jackson said. His New Line 

films include the 2005 dud 
"The Man," and this year's 
marketing machine "Snakes on 
a Plane," which grossed S33.5 
million to date. 

Jackson will set up shop in 
Los Angeles and is currently 
searching for an executive to 
run the still-untitled company, 
according to the Hollywood 
Reporter. 

Black Academy Celebrates Page 1 

As an undergraduate at 
Jackson State University and 
later as a graduate smdent at 
Texas Christian University, 
Curtis King felt a kinship with 
actors and artists such as Romare 
Bearden, Elizabeth Cadett and 
Clarence Muse. The seeds of his 
vision were planted in 1972 when 
he attended the Coitference to 
Assess the State of Black Arts 
and Letters held by Margaret 
Walker in Chicago. He also spent 
time in New York and California, 
honing his artistic sense while liv-
ing for a time with actresses Beah 
Richards and Esther Rolle. 

King's model for the Black 
Academy was the National Black 
Academy who's first was C. Eric 
Lincoln, who also served as a 
mentor to King. 

"My goal was to be a member 
of the National Black Academy", 
King said. "I was crushed when it 
disbanded. I decided to take a 
page of out the Margaret Walker 
School of thinking and just do 
it." 

King reflected that undertak­
ing was not without obstacles. 

"We had early struggles with 
money," he said. "It was difficult 

to get people to believe in the 
idea of a cultural institution in 
Dallas, Texas. Being in the mid­
dle of the country, Dallas is not 
exacdy on the beaten path. We 
would constantly be asked early 
on 'what's inTexas?'A niunber of 
people have worked very hard to 
develop this academy. I didn't 
start out to make contributions, I 
was interested in making a di£fer-
ence." 

Nearly three decades later, the 
cultural institution Curtis King 
founded has made a difference. 
TBAAL currently attracts more 
than 500,000 patrons to its facil­
ity aimually for programs and 
events, and s the only multi-disci­
pline ciJtural arts institution in 
the Dallas/Ft. Worth area to offer 
top-notch quality and a variety of 
cultural arts and entertainment 
programs all year long. The Black 
Academy of Arts and Letters is 
permanently located in the 
downtown Dallas Convention 
Center Theatre Complex. The 
250,000 sq. ft. facility houses the 
1,750 seat Naomi Burton 
Theatre, 225 seat Clarence Muse 
Cafe Theatre, Eva Jessye Gift 
Shop, James E. Kemp Gallery, 
administrative offices and 

1H£ BLACK ACAOCWr 

rehearsal spaces. 
When asked about how he 

views the Black Academy, 
today. King takes pau$e ^^ . 
gives a thoughtful answer. 

"My grandmother used to 
talk about going to town to get 
flower seeds. She would get an 
assortment and plant them all 
together to get a bouquet. The 
academy is one flower in a bou­
quet of other cultural institu­
tions, together they create a 
garden." 

"I cannot fathom the idea of 
this instimtion not being here," 
he concluded. "Over 500,000 
people walk through here each 
year and all types of artists have 
performed here. I believe we 
have come a long way in mak­
ing Dallas a kind of third cul­
tural coast behind New York 
and Los Angeles." 

For Curtis King and The 
Black Academy of Arts and 
Letters, this weekend is just the 
beginning of being able to final­
ly see the invisible vision. 

Additional information on 
TBAAL's 30th Anniversary 
Black Tie and Red Carpet 
Opening Season Gala can be 
found at www.tbaal.org 
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Guard To Stay In New Orleans Through '06 
AP 
National Guard troops 

and state police will patrol 
the city through December, 
Gov. Kathleen Blanco said 
Saturday at a summit of law 
enforcement officials and 
crime experts called to 
address a spate of killings 
marring the recovery from 
Hurricane Katrina. 

"Crime has no role in 
recovery," Blanco said. "It 
limits our ability to recover." 

Police are on pace to 
recover as many illegal 
firearms this year as they did 
in the two previous years 
even though half as many 
people live in the city now, 
said Robert Browning, an 
agent with the federal 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosives. 
But in a positive sign, court 

and prison repairs should be 
done next month, an official 
said, which means the city's 
crippled criminal justice sys­
tem will be able to process its 
influx of suspects more effi­
ciently. 

The summit opened hours 
after an early morning killing 
brought the city's homicide 
count for the year to 100. 

New Orleans, with a pre-
Katrina populat ion of 
455,000, had virtually no 
crime in the months after the 
storm hit on Aug. 29, 2005, 
when the city was largely 
empty. 

That changed as the evac­
uees started returning. In 
April murders began occur­

ring regularly, sometimes in 
groups. The current popula­
tion is uncertain, though var­
ious estimates put it at 

New Orleans PoHce Superintendent 
Warren Riley speaks at the New Orleans 

Crime Prevention Roundtable in 
New Orleans on Saturdt^ 

200,000 to 250,000. 
Guard members and state 

police were sent to New 
Orleans shortly after what 
police called one of the city's 

worst acts of violence in 10 
years: the fatal shooting of 
five teenagers in mid-June. 

Over Labor Day weekend, 
four people died in 13 
shootings in the New 
Orleans area. 

The Guard members 
and state troopers have 
helped bolster a police 
depar tment whose 
membership fell after 
the storm by more than 
200 to about 1,420. 
Blanco said the cost to 
the state will be about 
$14 million. 

On Saturday, the gov­
ernor called the use of troops 
and state police a stopgap 
measure to help safeguard the 
city while other means to deal 
with crime are developed. 

The summit shows the city 
will no longer tolerate crime. 
Mayor Ray Nagin said. 

"Any crime committed with 
a gun should be charged at 
the highest possible count, 
attempted murder at a mini­
mum," Nagin said. "And all 
those crimes must be expedit­
ed, put to the front of the line 
and prosecuted." 

The city also needs to crack 
down on illegal firearms, 
Browning said. In 2004 and 
'05, police recovered about 
1,800 illegal firearms per 
year, he said. 

"So far they this year they 
have recovered 1,300," 
Browning said. "Which is on 
track to remove the same 
number with half the popula­
tion." 

Also Saturday, former 
state Attorney Ge^ijeral 
Richard leyoub, head of a 
commission Nagin set up to 
examine criminal justice, 
said renovations of the crim­
inal court and parish prison 
should be completed next 
month. 

Twelve criminal court 
judges are now sharing 
seven courtrooms, and so 
only seven can hear cases at 
any time. And each can han­
dle no more than six cases a 
day because the sheriffs 
department can't transport 
and provide security for 
more. 

"Once we have the build­
ing back, all of us can hold 
court every day," Judge 
Calvin Johnson said. 

Piano Homeland Security Page I 

Homeland Security," stated 
City Manager Tom 
Muehlenbeck. "He has vast 
experience in emergency pre­
paredness and planning and 
served in the Charlotte 
County, Florida Office of 
Emergency Management as 
Emergency Coordinator, 
Plans and Operations 
Supervisor, and Emergency 
Planner." 

Stovall is trained in the 
Incident Command System 
(ICS) and the National 
Incident Management System 
(NIMS) and has extensive dis­
aster experience serving in a 
variety of roles: (Hurricane 
Charley/ Volunteer (2005); 
Tropical Storm Gabrielle / 
Emergency Coordinator 

(2001); Flooding in 
Sweetwater, Florida / State 
Emergency Response Team 

Ed Drain Page 1 

the Texas Commission on Law 
Enforcement. 

"This is certainly an honor 
to serve at this capacity in a 
Department like this," said 
Assistant Chief Drain after 
being "pinned" by wife Linda. 
"When I was a patrol officer 
working on deep nights I was 
very proud to work for this 
organization and if I was still a 
patrol officer working on deep 
nights I'd be very proud to 
work for this organization. To 
be appointed Assistant Chief is 
just an amazing honor." 

Assistant Chief Drain cited 
the addition of a fourth 
Captain as a positive step in 
enabling the department to be 
more proactive in addressing 
crime issues and placed tech­
nology enhancements as a 
major communications priori­
ty. He also reflected on the 
quality of the department and 
the "amazing things we've 
done like Accreditation and 
low crime rates." 

"I also want to thank Steve 
Nagy," he said. "Steve was a 
fi*iend of mine. He was my 
boss, he was my mentor. I had 

the opportunity to work for him 
for two and a half years up in 
the Chief's office and then work 
for him directly again as a 
Captain. I'm going to miss his 
leadership, and I just hope that I 
can continue the fine tradition 
that he has set in helping to lead 
this Department." 

Family members were invited 
to participate in the promotion 
ceremony, a tradition in the 
department. "It isn't just the 
officers who sacrifice (for the 
job), it's also the families," said 
Chief Rushin. "There are a lot 
of missed meals, working week­
ends, midnight shifts...a lot of 
sacrifices. And because the 
families share in the sacrifices 
we want to make sure they share 
in the successes as well." 

CITY OF 
PLANO, TEXAS 
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IRVING 
DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING 
AND REWARDING CAREER? 

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER! 

• Competitive wages 
• Array of benefits 
• Education incentive pay 
• . . . and more 

SIGN UP TO TAKE 
THE CIV/ OF IRVING'S NEXT 

a V I L SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM. 
CALL (972) 721-2532 TO RESISTER. 

The City of Irving does not discriminate on the basis of race. sex. reli­
gion, age, or disability in employment or the provision of services. 

www. cL irving, tx. us 

AfOAT-The G a z e t t e , ( A n Af r i can A m e r i c a n 

Weekly N e w s p a p e r loca ted in P i a n o , T X ) is seeking 

a b r i g h t , e n e r g e t i c p e r s o n for t h e p o s i t i o n of 

A s s i g n m e n t Ed i to r . T h e A s s i g n m e n t E d i t o r will b e 

respons ib le for t h e a s s i g n m e n t of s tor ies to c o r r e ­

s p o n d e n t s , c o l u m n i s t s , p h o t o g r a p h e r s a n d free­

l ance r s for pub l i ca t i on . T h e A s s i g n m e n t E d i t o r will 

oversee the t imely s u b m i s s i o n of copy a n d p h o t o s , 

a n d will b e re spons ib le for the p r e p a r a t i o n of a 

weekly s t a tus shee t . T h i s pos i t i on will serve as a 

p o i n t of c o n t a c t for wr i t e r s o n the Edi to r ia l staff, 

a n d will b e re spons ib le for m a i n t a i n i n g t h e Edi tor ia l 

staff d i rec tory . T h e Ass igrmient E d i t o r will have 

i n p u t in deve lop ing the Edi to r ia l C a l e n d a r . T h i s 

pos i t ion will r e p o r t d i rec t ly to the Pub l i she r . 

I n t e r e s t e d pa r t i e s shou ld call 9 7 2 - 6 0 6 - 3 8 9 1 in 

o r d e r to s c h e d u l e an in te rv iew for this pos i t ion . 

(2000); Florida Wildfires / State 
Emergency Response Team 
(1998); Oklahoma City 
Bombing/Volunteer (1995); 
and the Lancaster, Texas F4 
Tornado/Volunteer (1994), to 

name a few). 
In his most recent position 

with General Physics 
Corporation, Stovall supervised 
four staff members and man­
aged planning, training, and 

exercise projects for the 
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management 
Business Unit. He has been 
active in the Florida Emergency 
Preparedness Association for 

ten (10) years and has served 
as the Association Secretary 
for the last two years. He also 
helped to found the 
Certification Commission in 
1998. 
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Store Management 
Opportunities 

Hobby Lobby is a leader 
in the Arts & Crafts indus­
try with 378 stores locat­

ed in 29 states. 

Candidates must have previ­
ous retail store management 
experience in "one of the fol­
lowing:" 

Supermarket chain. Craft chain 
Mass merchant. Drug chain 
Building supply chain 
Must be willing to relocate. 

Benefits Include: 
• All Stores Closed on Sunday! 
• Competitive Salaries 
• Paid Vacations 

• 40IK Plan 
• Medical/Dental 
• Life Insurance 
• Merchandise Discount 
• Flex Spending Plan 

Qualilted Candidates with Retail 
Management experience as listed 
above must apply on-line. 

vtfww.hQbbylobby.com 

ROUTE PERSON 

Needed For: 
Garland/Mesquite/Plano/ 

Richardson/N. Dallas/ 
Farmersville/Wylie/ 

McKinney/Allen/Frisco/ 
Lewisville/Denton/ 

Dallas Areas 

Salary Negotiable 
Call (972) 606-3891 

or Fax Resume to 

469-366-7473 

Please leave a message! 

SMALL 
COMPANY 

Needs 
Office Assistant 
For Part-time 

Work During Day 
• Mature 

• Punctual 

• Microsoft Software 

• OrganizedlEjficient 

• Light Collection Work 

• Professional 

F a x o r e m a i l r e s u m e 
t o 469-366-7473 o r 

I*ublisherta MonTheGazene.com 

L e a v e M e s s a g e 

(voicemaU) 972-606-3891 

CITY OF ALLEN 
For Business 
Opportunities 

with the 
City of Allen 

please contact the 
Purchasing 

Division 
at 214-509-4626 

or go to 
the City's web site: 
www.cityofallen.org 

TISEO PAVING COMPANY 
419 E. Hwy. 80, Mesquite, TX 75150 

Tel: (972) 289-0723 Fax: (972) 216-5637 
www.tiseopaving.com 

Performing Concrete Street 
Paving in the Metroplex Area 

We Accept Subcontracting Bids For All 
Public Works Project in the Dallas Area 

We Are Accepting Applications for 
Concrete Mixer Drivers and Heavy 

Equipment Mechanics 

Equal Opportunity Employer 

Seeking An Energetic, 
Telephone Advertising Sales 
Pro For Classified and Small 

Business Accounts. 

Must have: Experience, 
Sales Skills, Good People Skills, 
the Ability to Close. Part-Time 

(aprox. 20 hrs per week). 
Hourly pay + Commission + 

Bonuses 

Call: 972-606-3891 voicemail 
Fax or Email resume to 

Fax:469-366-7473 
Email: publisher@monthegazette.com 
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Church News 
Ifl Only Knew 

In Hght of some recent tragedies 
around the Metroplex; the Sth 
Anniversary of 911112001; 
Hurricane disasters anniversaries; 
some individuals mere not able to 
say their last good-bye. J thought, 
"What ujould I do ifl kneto it zoas 
my last time to see or talk to a laved 
one?" A friend and I discussed hotv 
words and actions are important; 
once words are spoken or an action 
done neither can be recalled; and 
they wHl not be forgotten, you must 
however, learn to forgive. 

If I only knew it would be the 
last time that Fd see you fall 
asleepi I would tuck you in more 
tighdy and pray the Lord, your 
soul to keep. 

If I only knew it would be the 
last time that I'll see you walk out 
the door, I would give you a hug 
and kiss and call you back for one 
more. 

If I only knew it would be the 
last lime that Id hear your voice 
lifted up in praise, I would video 
tape each action and word, so I 
could play them back again. 

If I only knew it would be the 
last time, I could spare an extra 
minute or two to stop and say "I 
love you," instead of assuming, 
"You would KNOW that 1 do!" 

If I only knew it would be the 
last time that I would be there to 
share your day . . . well Vm sure 
you'll have so many more, so I 
can let just this one slip away. 

For surely there's always 
tomorrow to make up for an 

oversight, and we always get a sec­
ond chance to make everything just 
right. 

There will always be another day 
to say "I love you," and certainly 
there's another chance to say our, 
"Is there anything I can do?" 

But just in case I might be 
wrong, and today is all! get, Td like 
to say how much I love you; and I 
hope that we never forget; tomor-

Picture of The Week 
Gospel Recording Artist Vichie 

Winans and Sister Tarpley (g an 
appearance for Hbmen Praying For 
Christ Gala, Dr. Angela S. King D.D. 

FounderlPresident 

row is not promised to anyone, 
young or old alike; and today may 
be the last chance you get to hold 
your loved one tight. 

If you're waiting for tomorrow, 
why not do it today? For if tomor­
row never comes, you'll surely 
regret the day, that you didn't take 
that extra time for a smile, a hug, or 
a kiss that you were too busy to 
give someone, and it turned out to 
be their one last wish. 

Hold your loved ones close 
today, and whisper in their ear, tell 
them how much you love them and 

that you'll always hold them dear. 
Take time to say, "I'm sorry." 

"Please foi^ive me." "Thank you." 
or "Its okay." And if tomorrow 
never comes, you'll have no regrets 
about today. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
One Word Counts: A word fitly 

spoken is like apples of gold in pic­
tures of silver. (Proverbs 25:11) 

Consider the "infamous" state­
ments listed below. Notice that 
they all could be corrected by 
changing or inserting only one 
word! 

"Everything that can be invent­
ed has been invented." Charles 
Duell, Director, U.S. Patent OflSce 
in 1899. 

"Who wants to hear actors 
talk?" H.M. Warner, Warner 
Brothers Pictures, © 1927. 

"Sensible and responsible 
women do not want to vote." 
Grover Cleveland in 1905. 

"There is no likelihood man can 
ever tap the power of the atom." 
Robert Millikan, Nobel prize win­
ner in physics in 1923. 

"Heavier-than-air flying 
machines are impossible." Lord 
Kelvin, President, Royal Society, © 
1895. 

The difference between the right 
word and the almost right word is 
the difference between lightning 
and the lightning bug. 

Email: religion@monthegazene.com 
Office: 972-516-4191 
Voice Mail: 972-606-3878 

Fax: 972-516-4197 

Let MON-The Gazette help your 
church accomplish the Prayer of Jabez, 
"Enlarge our territory to expand opportuni­
ties that may impact in suck a tuay that vje 
touch more lives for God's glory. Let us do 
more for Him." 

Church Happenings 

Pbino Balloon Fgsttval Rxge J 

ties and more. 
• Received wide coverage 

in all media , especially 
radio, television, and news­
paper including national 
coverage. 

• Been designated as the 
Balloon Capital of Texas and 
honored by suppor t from 

Federal , Sta te , and Local 
government figures and agen­
cies such as: 

• Governor of Texas 
• The Federal Aviation 

Administration 
• Mayor and City Council 

of Piano 
Piano Parks and 

Recreation Board 

• Piano Convention and 
Visitors Bureau 

• Piano Fire Department 's 
"Learn Not to Burn" 
Program 

• Raised hundreds of thou­
sands of dollars for over 
twenty nonprofit organiza­
tions through community 
involvement in the Festival. 

BEN WASHINGTON 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

September 23, 6 pm 

We invite you to join us as we 
celebrate our Fall Church Service 
with a Pre-Aimiversary Musical. 
You don't want to miss this Holy 
Spirit night in Worshiping God. 

September 24, 8 am and 11 am 
You are in for a treat if you 

worship with us and hear at least 
one of these dynamitic preachers 
in the Metroplex in our "Die 
Time Church Service. Featured 
guest speaker is Rev. Wayne 
Stafford, Senior Pastor, 
Fellowship Baptist Church of 
Allen in Allen, TX at 8:00 am; 
and Rev. Albert K. Haynes, 
Senior Pastor, Bethany 
Missionary Baptist Church in 
Dallas, TX at 11:00 am 

September 27 - 29, 7 pm 
Join us for our n i ^ d y Revival 

with Evangelist Roy Brackins, 
Pastor of Grace Tabernacle 
Baptist Church in Ft. Worth, TX 

October 1,8 am anJ It am 

Don't miss the culmination of 
our 65th Church Armiversary 
Services with featured guest 
speaker, Rev. Roy Brackins, 
Pastor of Grace Tabernacle 
Baptist Church in Ft. Worth, TX 
in our 8:00 am Service and Rev. 
Robert Castle, Pastor, Mt. 
Pleasant Missionary Baptist 
Church in Wichita Falls, TX. 

Ben Washington BC, 
Rev,/Dr. Joseph R. Sheppard, 
Senior Pastor 
3901 Frisco Avenue 
Irving, TX 75061 
972-790-8421 

CQNCQRD 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

September 28, 9 am to 12 Noon 
Tlie public is invited to a 

"Lessons Learned Roundtable 
Meeting" from Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita, with invited 
guest panelist: The Federal; the 
State of Texas and the City of 
Dallas Emergency Management 
Agencies; Friendship West 
Baptist Church; Dallas County 
Health & Human Resources 
Services, Apartment Associ-

C h u r c h Dircc tor> 

Yempfe of^aitfi Cfiristian Cfiaj)e( CJMJE. Churcfi 

"Where Jesus is the Main Attraction*' 
SuDdiy Worship Experience - 8:00 am & 10:45 am 

WednesdiO' Bible Study -12:00 Noon & 7:00 pm 

Dr. Jerome E. 
McNeil. Jr., P»«or 

14120 Noel Road • Dal las , T X 75254 
972-239-1120 (Office) • 972-239-5925 (Fax) 

templeo0aitfa_cine@sbcglobal.net (Email) 

lloaltln HouinpiiMjis C Iiilil ncM'Iopnu'iil Cciiicr - M72-404-MI2 

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALLEN 
^ ' ^ r a r * ; ^ Pastor W.L. Stafford Sr., M.Div 

^ ^ H "A Ministry that is on the Move for Christ" 

Come experience the Wonhlp AtmoepheK at FcUowthlp, you will never be the wune. 

200 Bebnont Drive • Allen, Texas • 75013 
Phone 972-359-9956 • www.fbcofaUen.org 

*If you need • ride to wonhip witli us, p l cue call the church. 

< lnl,l.>„\ i:h„r>l. 

:ii.l .\ 4ih ^t.m>).l̂  .-•'\.u(lh l .-rChli-l 

West Irvmg Church of God m Christ 
3922 Grimes Road 
Irving, TX 75061 

972-790-8036 
www.westirvingchurch.org 

special Greetings in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord; we have a great challenge 
before us as we move into the 21st Century 
That challenge is to build the Kingdom ol 
God. The command of our Lord remains 
the samerThat we must reach out to the lost 
and dying world that know not Christ. In a day of victimization, felt needs, and 
self esteem, it is easy to become focused on ourselves and our problems. But 
no believer has a problem that even compares to that of one lost without Christ. 

i'astor Andrew lacksoo & 
First Lady Sandra G. Jackson 

Sunday Service T imes 
Sunday School: 9:30 am * Morning Worship: 10:45 am 

Evening Praise: 6:30 pm (Ut & 3rd) 

Wednesday Service T i m e 
B i b l e T r a i n i n g : 7:00 p m 

Youth Life D e v e l o p m e n t (1s t & 2 n d ) 

Intercessory P r a y e r 
THiesdays: 12:00 Noon • Sa tu rdays : 9:00 am 

"A Spiritual Oasis fin- a Thirsty HfeHtf" Isaiah 55:1 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES: 

8:00 AM • 9:30 AM • 1 1 : 3 0 AM 

9 7 2 - 4 3 7 - 3 4 9 3 
Dr.LMfoWSn*v '01<>1020 South ShennanStmet»RkWTbon,TX 75081 

S«iarP»kr www.ndcbf.org 

New Mt. Zion Baptist Church of Dallas 
S u n d a y S e r v i c e 
Morning Worship 

7:30 am & 10:30 am 
Q:00 am Sunday School 

Wednesday Serv ice 
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p m 

Brotherhood 7:00 pm 
Missions 7:00 p m 

Singles Group 7:00 p m 
Bible Study 7:45 p m 

Dr. Robert E. Price, 
Senior Pastor 

www, 

A Praying Church Fami ly 
"Watchmen on the Walls" 

214-341-6459 (Phone) . 214-342-8403 (Fax) 
9550 Shepard Road 

DaUas.TX 75243 

„,nzb.org (Website) > ncwnttbc(g)aol.com (EmaU) 

Z 
Z 

if 
bunaay worsntp bemen^mgi & nMH 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 

g:45AM Sunday School 

7PM Youth, Brotherhood, Mission 
& Young Adult Ministries 
7PM Bible Study & Men's Choir 
7PM MId-Week Service 
7PM Mass Choir 

I 
For more information call (972) 423-6695 

www.shilohbapti8tchurch.org 

ations; Dallas Housing Authority; 
Metro Care; Housing Urban 
Development; Southwestern Bell; 
Social Security; Department of 
Public Safety; Media; and Texas 
Work Source. Ms. Martha Blaine, 
Executive Director of Comm­
unity Council of Greater Dallas 
will be the facilitator. 

For more information contact 
Ms. Edna Pemberton @ 
214-573-6620. 

Concord Baptist Church 
Rev. Bryan Carter, 
Senior Pastor 
6808 Pastor Bailey Drive 
(Formerly Boulder) 
Dallas,TX 75237 
214-331-8522 

MT. PILGRIM FRKE WILL 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

September 24, 3 pm 
You are invited to join us for 

our i27th Church Anniversary 
(1879 - 2006). We are 
"Glorifying God in The 
Sanctuary" in Matthew 5:16. 

Mt. Pilgrim Free 
Will Baptist Church 
Rev. Franklin D. Wilson, 
Sr., Pastor 
821 RockweU Street 
McKinney.TX 75069 
972-542-0648 

THE FAMILY PLACE 
September 30, 2006 

First Ladies Against Domestic 
Violence will host the First 
Ladies Gospel Brunch & Fashion 
Show with fashions provided by 
Liz Morgan Women's Apparel @ 
the Belo Mansion, 2101 Ross 
Avenue, Dallas, TX 75101. All 
proceeds will benefit The Family 
Place. This years Honorees 
include first ladies: Neisha 
Strambler-Butler from Union 
Cathedral; Stephanie Carter firom 
Concord Missionary Baptist 
Church; Tammy Copeland fi-om 
Lovers Lane UMC; Tonyeka 
Drake from Jubilee Community 
Church; Marsha Gordon from 
St. Luke Community UMC; 
Tanesha HoUingshed from North 
Park CME; and Marian Rabb 

from New Light Church. 
For ticket prices and more 

information, please contact Emily 
Santillan @ 214443-7717 

The Family Place 
P. O. Box 7999 
Dallas, TX 75209 
214-443-7717 

TPJNnr 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
September 30, 8 am to 12 pm 
We will host a "Sweet 

Repeats" Kid's Consignment 
Sale from 8 am to 12 Noon; and 
from 12:30 to 2 pm, there will 
be a half price sale. This is 
CASH ONLY. Proceeds from 
the sale will benefit TeenMOPS, 
Hope's Door of Piano, and 
other MOPS Group. Wc are 
looking for volunteers @ the 
pre-sale from 7 am to 8 am. 
Please come and help. 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 
5871W. Virginia Parkway 
(Between Lake Forest and 
Ridge) 
McKinney,TX 75070 
972-540-7759 

VICTORY 
Pg-JEKNATIONAL 

CHURCH 
September 22 - 24, 7pm 

Bishop *I Feel God' James 
Brown, Pastor Linda G. Brown, 
and Victory International 
Church invite you to three days 
of Revival Services with special 
guest speakers Pastors Myron 
and Laurie Scott. There will be 
special music and prayer for the 
sick, bound and tormented. 

For more information about 
the above events please 
call Victory Church @ 
817-535-7091 or 817-891-8096 

Victory International Church 
Bishop 'I Feel God' James 
Brown, Senior Pastor 
9417 Crowley Road @ 
Risinger Road 
Ft,Worth,TX 76134 
817-535-7091 

, ^ 4 '̂"̂  rs: Mt. Olive Church of Piano 
740 Avenue F Piano, TX 75074 972-633-5511 

WWW.MOCOP.ORG 

Serving the Piano 
Community for 13 Years 

Sunday Worship 
10:00 am 

Wednesday Night 
7:15 pm 

'Pastors Sam Sr" §(oria Tenceroy 

Call Pastor Sam on; 
"Vision & Truth Live" 

Radio Broadcast: KWRO 100.7 FM Sundays 9pm - 10pm 

HEAR PASTOR SAM DAILY OM. '^RUTH MADE SIMPU" 
KGGR 1040 AM MONDAY - FRIDAY @ 5:25pm - 5:30pm 

Ms 

' \) .^^Jo III I )/)((/)//r\'/ ii/ii/rcl, 
1701 VV. Icficrson St., Grand Prairie, Tcxâ^ 7"){)J1 

280:) Market Loop, Suite m\. Sf>iilhlake, Texas Umi 

[)enn\ D. Da\is, Servant 

luur M(irnini;VVi/r-|iif} î.Hiu> 

7:00 A.M.. ^M A.M.. Ui:Of) .̂M, .inrl 11:1^ AM, 
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Few Black Churches Get Funds 
Small Percentage Participate in Bushes Faith-Based Initiative 

By: Michael A. Fletcher_ 
The Bush administration's 

faith-based initiative is reach­
ing only a tiny percentage of 
the nation's black churches, 
most of which have limited 
capacity to run social pro­
grams, hampering the initia­
tive's promise of empowering 
those congregations to help the 
needy, according to a study to 
be released today. 

The national survey of 750 
black churches by the Joint 
Center for Political and 
Economic Studies found that 
fewer than 3 percent are partic­
ipating in the program, which 
ftmnels at least $2 billion a year 
in federal social services spend­

ing to religious organizations. 
Despite instances of grants 

going to political and ideological 
supporters of President Bush, 
the survey found that, overall, 
liberal-leaning churches were 
more IJkely to apply for and 
receive the grants, even though 
they tend to view the program 
more skeptically than their con­
servative counterparts do. 

"The thing is that the church­
es that are most likely to actual­
ly do social outreach or social 
ministry are liberal churches, 
they are not conservative 
churches," said David A. Bositis, 
a senior research associate at the 
center who conducted the study. 
"Those churches may have sig­

nificant reservations about the 
program. But if the money 
is there, they are going to 
take it. They are the ones 
who have the capacity and 
the infrastructure to get 
grants and administer 
them." 

While many of the 
chixrches surveyed had an 
interest in assisting those in 
need and frequently offered 
small-scale programs such 
as food pantries or used-
clothing giveaways, most 
had neither the money nor 
the expertise to do more — 
or even to seek more resources. 

Most of the nation's estimated 
50,000 black churches are led by 

pastors who work other jobs full 

time and have little more than 
administrative help in running 
their churches. The survey found 

Donald Lawrence & Tri-City Singers Hit The 
Road One Last Time For "Finale" Tour 

Donald Lawrence & 

USA Today once referred to 
them as "one of the most phe­
nomenal choirs out now" and -
after 15 years of hits, Grammy 
nominations and TV appear­
ances - Donald 1-awrence & 
the Tri-City Singers are part­
ing company. However, they 
are going out on the heels of 
their most successful CD 
Finale Act I & II (EMI 
Gospel), which kicks off 
October 11th in Nashville. T^e 
rousing lead single, "The 

ihn It i-City Singers 

Blessing of Abraham" has spent 
an unprecedented 18 weeks in 
the #1 slot on the Radio & 
Records magazine gospel sin­
gles chart and there's now a 
tremendous national demand to 
see the dynamic choir and its 
charismatic leader in person one 
last time. 

"The choir really wanted to 
do a tour because they haven't 
really toured in the past," says 
Lawrence, who's in demand as a 
soloist and a producer for artists 

TJ. Denson, Pastor 

Macedonia Ministries 
702 S. Mill Street • lewisville, TX 75057 

9 7 2 - 4 3 6 - 2 0 1 1 

"Ws Chooie Lova to Nourish ond Cherish One Another" 
John 13:34 & Ephesians S:2&'29 

www.mac«cionKinrttnistri9s.com 

Sunday Senrkes: SundoiF School <§ 9:30 a m • Morn ing Worship @ 11:00 o m 

Monday Service: Men's Group & Women's Group Bible Study @ 6:30 p m 

Wednesday Service: Family Bible Study @ 6:30 pm 

Faithway Fellowship 
Baptist Church 

Of Hamilton Park 

8219 Bunche Dr. Dalas.TX 75243 
Ctiurch Office: (972)792-0239 
Pastor's Office; (972) 792-0240 

Service Tbnes 
Sunday School: 9:45AM 
Momtng Worstwp .11:00AM 
Wednesday BiUe Study 7.-0aPM 

PKOPI.K OF KAITH WITH A MINI) TO WORK 

Saint Mark Missionary 
Baptist Church 
1308 Wilcox Street, McKlnney TX 

Pastor Char les S. Wat t ley 

Sunday 
Education Ministries... 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Celebration... 11:00 am. 

- Nursery Facilities Available -

Wednesday 
Family Ministries... 7:00 p.m. 

Friendly Fellowship with A Family Focus 
For More Information Call 972.542.6178 

www-saintniarkbc.com • stmarkmi3sionary@aol.com 

ranging from Mary J. Blige to 
jazz great, Ramsey Lewis. "Also, 
I want to carry our message of 
empowerment across the 
nation...reminding them of their 
covenant relationship and the 
promise God has made to us 
all!"_ 

A renowned perfectionist, 
Lawrence is staging a seamless 
production that boasts the 
choir's biggest hits such as ""Oh, 
Peter" and "The Best is Yet to 
Come." It also incorporates fea­
tured performances by 
DeWayne Woods and the 
Murrills, two extraordinary 
gospel artists with new releases 
on Lawrence's Quiet Water 
Entertainment recording label. 

Tour is scheduled to come to 
Dallas on October 14. 

For further information on 
individual dates, log on at 
www.tricitysingers.com 

Donald Latvrence 

St. Luke A.M.E. Church (aka - SLAME) 
"Where we slam dunk the devil and serve up Jesus*" 

521W. Avenue E Garland, TX 75040 972.487.9703 
Email: slamechurch^oLcom 

Sunday 
8:45 •.m. Churcli School 

9:45 i.ra. PralM & Wonhlp 
10:15 a-m. Wortbip CiperieiKC 

Thursday 
7:00 p.in. Choir RehearMi 

'Diesday 
7:15|t.m.BibkSiHd> 

Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. Pr>\«r Scnk t 
7:00 pjK. Charth School 

Reverend Charles E. Franklin, Pastor 

The^ .̂̂ ^t '̂̂ ^^Body of Christ Church 
mOS.mstmorelandRl 

Dallas Texas 15237 
nonei 971-5714161 Fax:971'709'm8 

EBENEZER WORSHIP CENTER 

K«v.C« ilT.iiiniih.il 

"We are Living Stones in God's Temple" I 

SUNDAY 
10:00 am: Sunday School 

11:00 am: Morning Worship 
MONDAY 

7:00 p m - 8:30 pm: Men of Power and Women of Power 
TUESDAY 

7:00 pm-8:00 pm: Bible Study & Worship Service 

UOim l*rL-^l(>•l R o a d • D a l l a s . IX '^l^-i • <i~:,<isn.ti'4-- ((.'.hurth IMnmct 

3€.\li (Bfuipei 
Chrfalian Melhodbt Epbcopal Ch i r rh 
III3 Ave. I. Piano, TX 75074 (972) 423-4090 

Rrv. CUreocc J. Ford, J r , Putor 

Sunday Scho(^: 

Sunday Worship Safvio*: 

Wadnuday Nlght-
CommunJty BIbIa CM 

0:30 A.y. 
11:00 A.M. 

7:30 P.U. 

New Life Fellowship Church of Rowlett 
Bishop MUler E. Johnson, Senior Pastor 

N e w W o r s h i p H o m e 

7401 MiUer Road • Rowlen,TX 75088 

972-463-4964 
A l*l:i«.-L- o l N4.-\« I t c i r i i i t i i t i u * * . . . II ( t i i - i i i i i i i u i f . -'.x^ 

Sunday Life Bible School 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Life Celebration Worship Service 1Q:4S a.m. 
First Sunday: ingredients for Life , . . . . 4.'00 p.m. 
Wednesdays: Life In The Word Prayer 
and Bible Study 7=00 p.m. 

that more than one in four black 
churches had annual rev­
enue of less than S100,000 
and half had revenue of 
less than $250,000. Only 
12 percent reported taking 
in more than SI million a 
year. 

Under Bush's initiative, 
federal departments have 
worked to make it easier 
for religious groups to 
compete for federal grants 
to operate programs 
including drug treatment 
counseling and Head 
Start. Bush signed execu­

tive orders authorizing the initia­
tive in 2002. It allows religious 
groups to receive federal grants 

while exempting them from 
certain civil rights statutes. 

"Some Republican strate­
gists had thought of charitable 
choice as a way to broaden the 
appeal for the Republican 
Party among African 
Americans," said John C. 
Green, a senior fellow in reli­
gion and American politics at 
the Pew Forum on Religion 
and Public Life. 

Green said many people had 
asked him whether the Bush 
administration was being polit­
ical or sincere in laimching the 
initiative. "I think both," he 
said. "What you may be seeing 
in this survey is evidence of the 
sincere part of the program." 

Keith Ellison May Be First 
Muslim In U.S. Congress 
Keith Ellison, who could 

become the first Muslim to win 
a seat in the U.S. Congress, is a 
former Catholic who says both 
religions and family roots in the 
civil rights movement shaped a 
fiery Hberal philosophy. 

The chance to make history 
thrust the 43-year-old lawyer 
into the spotlight last week 
when he won the Democratic 
nomination to run for the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

Ellison's faith hardly came up 
in the campaign in a heavily 
Democratic district but his for­
mer ties to controversial Nation 
of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan 
were discussed. 

Ellison said he had renounced 
Farrakhan and his group long 
ago because of their "bigoted 

and anti-Semitic ideas." But 
the issue may not die down. 

"They were and are anti-
Semitic and I should have 
come to that conclusion earlier 
than I did. ... At no time did I 
ever share their hateful views," 
he said. 

7 0 I E . CRMrtMhiAl K L . ; . 

R'CMAHtMOK. TX 75081 
www.EiHtwEcr noc 

f H 57? 991 0200 

MORNtNC WOit&HIC- 1 0 A M 

WfONtSQAV BiBLt S'UDV - 7cM 

Hen Washington Baptist Church, Inc\ 
3901 Frisco Avenue 

Irving, TX 75061 
Church 972'790-S421 Fax 972-986^590 

Etnaik church@lnvbcirvmg.org 

"THE CBURCS mTBAN OPEN BIBLE'* 
Sunday Worshiv Services 

8:00 a.m. A 11:00 a.m. 
9:45 a.m, Sunday School 
6:00p.tn. Baptist Training Union 

Wednesday 
12:00p,m. Bible Study 
7:00p.m. Prayer Hour 
7:30p.m. Bible Study 

Friendship Baptist Church 
D r . C . P a u l M c B r i d e , P a s t o r 

L 

Schedule of Services: 
Sunday 

Early Morning Worship 
8:00 a.m. 

Sunday School Classes 
9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 
11:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship (1st Sunday) 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 
Early Bird Bible Study 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Morning Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 
Prayer Meeting and 7:30 p.m. 

Evening Bible Study 

4396 Main Street 
The Colony, Texas 75056 

(972) 625-8186 
website: www.fbc-online.net 

"The Church with a Vision" 

Minority Opportunity News -The Gazette 6100 Ave K, Suite 105 (@Spring Creek Parkway) Piano, Texas 75074 
Phone: 972.516.2992 Fax: 972.509,9058 Email:Religi0n@m0nthega2ette.com 

Page 10 • September 21 - September 27,2006 • Minority Opportunity News - The Gazette Visit Our lli/»\i/»' .1/ iviviv.MOXThciiiizcttc.cuni 

http://www.mac�cionKinrttnistri9s.com
http://www-saintniarkbc.com
mailto:stmarkmi3sionary@aol.com
http://www.tricitysingers.com
http://ilT.iiiniih.il
http://www.EiHtwEcr
mailto:church@lnvbcirvmg.org
http://www.fbc-online.net
mailto:Religi0n@m0nthega2ette.com

