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People In 
The News 

Roderick Carlton Demmings 
of Dallas, has been imited to 
perform in a live tele^sion tap
ing of "From the Top: Live from 
Carnegie Hall" in New York City 
on October 26, 2006, He will be 
performing a classical solo piano 
work by Frederic Chopinin 
addition lo performing a jazz 
piece, "Harlem Express." 

Roderick, currently a seventh 
grader at the St. Mark's School 
oflexas, studies piano with John 
Sherow-Tatum of Richardson 

and pipe organ with Annette AJbrccht of Dallas. For the 
past vtio summers, he has also studied piano and organ at 
the prestigious Interlochen Center for ihe Arts in northern 
Michigan. 

A first place winner in his division at the Debose 
National Piano Competition held in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana in both 2004 and 2006, Roderick has served as 
the pianist for the children's division of the Gospel Music 
Workshop of America for the past three years. 

Locally, he can be seen each Sunday leading the music at 
the Mt. Horeb Missionary Baptist Church in south Dallas. 

For more information, please \-isii: http://www.from 
thetop.org. 

Na>Tok Udab returns to her 
backyard after a year and a half 
of touring overseas and national
ly with sister Hrykah Badu. 
Currently wrapping up her 
United Stales debul album 
rNAYROKULA", Nayrok will 
perform on October 27t!i . 8 
p.m., at the historical Black 
Forest TTieater. 

Udab launches the Na>Tok 
Redemption Project at the Black 
Forest TTieater in South Dallas 
heading up a concert where she 
will perform songs from her first CD. Part of the proceeds 
from the event will also benefit Beautiful Love Incorporated 
Non-Profit Development (BLJND.), the community' organ
ization founded by Hrykah and the Dallas Life i'oundation. 

"My redemption is based on the diings I've gone 
through," she said. "From being a Black rock female artist, 
to being Er>'kah's sister and my own challenging business 
decisions, it's time to show what Nayrok is all about." 

Nayrok has done three nationally distributed music 
videos, opened up for Prince, Nikka Costa,Common, 
Erykah Badu and many other muIti-platinum artists with 
performances all over the world. 

The Black Forest Theater is located at 1925 Martin 
Luther King Jr. Blvd, Dallas. Artists P P T and Dow Jones 
will also perform. 

Dr. Wright Lassiter, chancellor 
of the Dallas County 
Community College District, has 
announced the appointment of 
Edward DcsPlas as Wee chancel
lor for business affairs. 

Members of the D C C C D 
board of trustees approved the 
appoinmient during its regular 
monthly meeting in September. 
DesPlas most recendy ser\ed as 
ECC's interim president and 
previously as the college's execu
tive vice president. He succeeds 

Bob Brovni, who joined Texas A&M Universit>-Commerce 
earlier this year as vice president for business and adminis
tration. 

"1 am pleased to name Ed DesPlas our new vice chan
cellor for business affairs. He is a welcome addition to our 
execuii\-e staff, and 1 know he will draw on his experience 
and expertise to meet the needs of this demanding posi
tion," said Ijssiter. "I am confident that he will build on 
the outstanding record of his disunguished predecessors." 

DesPlas, who joined El Ceniro in 1998, previously 
served as vice president of administrative sernces at 
Western Nebraska Communit>- College. He held positions 
at several D C C C D locations, including Eastfield College, 
the district office and the UCroy Center for Educational 
Telecommunications. He also has taught as an adiuncl fac
ulty member in accounting. 
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Rising Star Barack Obama 
Weighs White House Run 

AP 

Sen. Barack Obama acknowledged Sunday 
he was considering a run for president in 2008, 
backing ofif previous statements that he would 
not do so. 

The Illinois Democrat said he could no 
longer stand by the statements he made after 
his 2004 election and earlier this year that he 
would serve a fiill six-year term in Congress. 
He said he would not make a decision until 
after the Nov. 7 elections. 

"That was how I was thinking at that time," 
said Obama, when asked on NBC's "Meet the 
Press" about his previous statements. 

"Given the responses that I've been getting 
over the last several months, I have thought 
about the possibility" although not with the 
seriousness or depth required, he said. "My 
main focus right now is in the '06. ... After 
November 7, I'll sit down, I'll sit down and 
consider, and if at some point I change my 
mind, I will make a public announcement and 
everybody will be able to go at me." 

Obama was largely unknown outside Illinois 
when he burst onto the national scene with a 
widely acclaimed address at the 2004 
Democratic National Convention. 

In recent weeks, his political stock has been 
rising as a potentially viable centrist candidate 
for president in 2008 after former Virginia 

Gov. Mark Warner announced 
earlier this month that he was 
bowing out of the race. 

In a recent issue of Time 
magazine, Obama's face fills 
the cover next to the headline, 
"Why Barack Obama Could Be 
The Next President." He is 
currently on a tour promoting 
his latest book, "The Audacity 
of Hope: Thoughts on 
Reclaiming the American 
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Piano's District 2 Citizens Bring 
New Ideas To Roundtable Discussion 
Piano City Coimcilmembers are encouraging 

citizens from District 2 to join them for a lively 
Neighborhood Roundtable discussion on 
TTiursday, November 9 from 7 to 9 p.m. at the 
Piano Sports Authority, 6500 Preston Meadow. 

The meeting is part of an ongoing outreach 
program called Piano City Council 
Neighborhood Roimdtable. CouncUmembers 
and City department representatives will answer 
questions and work with the citizens to find 
solutions to district concerns. Though the meet
ing is focused on District 2, all Piano citizens are 
welcome to participate. Light refreshments will 
be served. 

Citizens in the District 2 area will receive a 
special postcard invitation. District 2's north 
boundary is the City Limit (S.H. 121); the south 
boundary is the City Limit (President George 
Bush Turnpike); the east boundary is Coit Road 

(from the north City Limit to 
Parker Road) and Ohio Drive 
(from Parker Road to the south-
em City Limit); and the west 
boundary is the City Limit 
(Midway/Marsh area). 

A map with all the districts 
is available online at 
www.plano.gov under 
Departments and Community 
Outreach. For more informa
tion call (972) 941-7747. 

Neighborhood Roundtables 
are held quarterly and rotated 
through Piano's four districts to 
provide an opportimity for citi
zens and Councilmembers in 
the convenience of their home 
neighborhood. 

Volunteers Needed For 
Garland Moving Wall Visit 

The Moving Wall, the 
nation's first traveling Viemam 
Veterans Memorial, will be on 
display at the Garland Senior 
Activity Center Tuesday, 
November 14 through 
Saturday, November 18. The 
Garland Senior Activity Center 
is located at 600 W. Avenue A 
in downtown Garland. 

Event organizers will need 
volunteers to assist in many 
areas. On-site volunteers will 
act as hosts, using laptop com
puters to help locate names on 
the wall, answering questions 
about the display and its mis
sion, helping visitors create 
rubbings and much more. 
Volunteers will also help with 
other support tasks associated 
with the week-long event. 
Volunteer shifts are available 
during daytime and evening 
hours, Tuesday through 
Saturday. 

Moving Wall Page 9 

Piano Fire Rescue Specialist Exam: 
November Registration Deadline 

Some persons have had the 
avocation all their lives. 
They've drawn pictures of fire 
trucks in pre-school, grown up 
with an autographed picture of 
Sparky the fire dog in their 
room, and never missed a 
chance to visit the local fire sta
tion. 

For others, a career in fire 
rescue-suppression has come a 
bit later in life, fueled by a com
mitment and genuine desire to 
impact their community and 
the people around them. 
Either way, the challenge. 

diversity of work and 
ability to literally save 
lives and property 
makes for a rewarding 
and life-long career for 
those drawn into fire 
rescue-suppression. 

The Piano Fire 
D e p a r t m e n t 
announces the next 
entrance examination 

for the Piano Fire Department 
will be held on Saturday, 
January 6, 2007, with approxi
mately ten positions filled 
ftxjm that exam. A link at the 
end of this article will lead you 
to demonstration video and 
detailed information. 

Thursday, November 30, 
2006 is the final day registra
tion packets will be mailed out 
to interested applicants. 

Applicants must be at least 
18 to 35 years of age at the 
time of testing; must have 
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Urban League To Assist 
Former Felons With 

Project 4 Victory Program 
Project 4 Viaory, an Urban 

League program sponsored by 
the Department of Labor's 
Prisoner Re-entry Initiative 
assists non-violent, ex-oflfend-
ers returning to their local 
communities with job readi
ness training, life sldUs, coach
ing and mentoring, mental 
health and substance abuse 
services, G E D preparation, 
computer training, on-the-job 
training and placement assis
tance. Participants must be 18 
years and older; with non-vio
lent offenses; and must enroll 
within 180 days of release to be 
eligible for the program. 

The Urban League will 
accept applications for the pro
gram at an orientation on 
Tuesday, November 7 at 9:00 
a.m. at the Urban League 
Headquarters, 4315 South 
Lancaster Road. 
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Dr. Beverly Mitchell-Brooks, 
Urban League President 

Two months ago over 7,000 
ex-offenders attended a job fair 
at the Martin Luther King 
Center. Only a small percentage 
of those participants got jobs. 
The Department of Labor's 
National Corrections Reporting 
Program says the unemploy
ment rate among ex-offenders is 
between 25% and 40%. 

DCHHS Now Offering Ru 
Shots To The Entire Family 

Shipment of 
Preservative Free 
Vaccine for infants 6 -
35 months has 
arrived. 

Dallas County Health 
and Human Services 
(DCHHS) is now offer
ing the protection of flu 
vaccinations to the entire-
family. "Late yesterday, 
DCHHS received a shipment 
of preservative free flu vaccine 
for infants and toddlers ages 6 
- 35 months and vaccine for 
children ages 3 years and up 
from the Vaccines for Children 
Program (VCF)," stated 
Zachary Thompson, DCHHS 
Director. "We have also 
received an additional ship
ment of adult vaccine so we are 
able to offer the protection of 

the flu shot to the entire fam
ily," Thompson continued. 

Recent studies have shown 
that children less than 2 years 
old, even healthy children are 
more likely than older chil
dren to end up in the hospital 
with serious complications if 
they get influenza.These com
plications can include pneu
monia, dehydration, worsen-
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Community Spotlight 
Piano Community Forum 25th Anniversary Gala 

(L to R) Pamela Dunlap, Lee Dunlap ~ City of Piano 
Council Member and Cecilia Prada - League of United 

Latin American Citizens (LVLAC). 

Members of the Dallas Black Dance Theatre Company 
performs for the audience. 

MALIN headline vocalist (center) and her dancers 
(Cory ' left and Nelvula - right). 

(L to R) Scott Johnson - Mayor Pro Tem City offlano; 
Brenda McDonald - Piano Community Forum 

President; Arthur Young - Piano Community Forum 
Treasurer; and Cary Israel - President, Collin County 

Community College President. 

Members of the Piano Police Department. 
Fred Moses presents the Life Time 

Achievement Award to Dr. Myrtle Hightower. 

$ 6 9 * DIVORCE 

(L to R) Barbara Simpkins -
Piano Community Forum 

Advisory Board Secretary, Alice 
Simpkins (center), and 
Earl Simpkins - Piano 

Community Forum Member. 

ICriminal D e f e n s e H 
• DWI / Suspended License 

• WARRANTS Removed" 

• 24 Hour Jail Release' 

• Occupational license, felonies 

• Protective Order 

• Misdeamenor/Felonies'' 

Family Cases 1 
• Divorce / Annulment 

• Child Support / Paternity 

• Custody Modification 

• Restraining Order 

• Protective Order 

• Name Change / Adoption 

• Domestic Violence 

Open On Weekends Easy Paymcmt Plans 

Law Offices Of Vincent Ndukwe 
214-e38-S930 

817-277-0196 (Metro) 
2730 N. S temmons Frwy, Sui te 409 • Dal las, TX 75207 

Not C e r t i f i e d by the Texas Board of Lega l S p e c i a l i z a t i o n 
¥ t( you quakfy. "Fees quoted atwve aie minimum iJown payment needed to begin pfocessing your case 

Photos By: P.J. Johnson 
The Piano Community 

Forum celebrated its 25th 
Anniversary with a gala fea
turing dinner, awards, enter
tainment and scholarships on 

Saturday, October 21st at the 
Southfork Ranch in Parker, 
Texas. The Mistress of 
Ceremonies for the event was 
Rochelle Brown, Executive 
Producer of Fox 4 Insights. 
Entertainment for the evening 

was provided by Malin the 
Vocalist and members of the 
Dallas Black Dance Theater. 
For more pictures from 
the event, please visit 
our website at www.mon 
thegazeite.com. 

African American Republicans 
A Legacy of Good Fruit 

Did You Know? 
The Republican Party in Texas was formed by 150 African Ameiicans along 

with 20 Anijlos jji response to the Democrat party vote to protect & extend slavery. 
When the 14*̂  Amendment passed, not even one Democrat in Congress voted for 
African-American civil rights. From 1865-1869. Texas Democrats passed "Black 
Codes" lo prohibit African-Americans from voting, holding ofilcc and serving on 
juries. They drafted a new Stale constitution requiring that State Representatives and 
Senators be only of the ''white race." When Democrats recaptured Texas 
government in 1872, Democrat Governor Richard Coke*s election was described 
as **the restoration of white supremacy & Democratic rule.^ 1 tie KKK. and 
oppressive slave holders were Southern Democrats. Republicans have always 
championed inalienable rights of African Americans. 

Did You Know? 
The Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 passed under 

Democrat President Lyndon Johnson were based on language proposed by Republicans 
in 1960.1 hough Democrats controlled both Houses of Congress by wide margins, they 
... , ,;:inMo to ; T rr -•-:•:]: neiriO.iji voles to pass civil rights for African-Americans. 
Without strong support of Republicans in Congress at that time, the civil rights 
acts of the 1960s would not have become law 

As demonstrated by its platform & voting record, the Democrat Party opposes 
school prayer, educational choice & charitable choice, but supports same-sex marriages, 
partial-birth abortion, eugenics & the removal of any mention of Judeo-Christian 
principles in public life - positions opposite to those held by most African-Americans. 

To this day including this November 7th election, the Texas Republican 
Party has consistently embraced diversity in color & culture. The Vice-Chairman ot 
the Texas Republican Party is .A,rrican AiiitiKad .̂v [I\-M\ African Americans running in 
this November's election are Republicans. Eariy vote Oct23 -Nov3 

\frican American Republicans in z>oo6 

Vote 
J i>^ Keith AndmoN 

Judges hold keys to life liberty and 
property. Your Republican vote 
will keep African Americans in 
office & a host of others who are 
vour friends & share your values. 
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Around The Town 

The Collin County Chapter 
of the American Bus iness 
Women's Association meets the 
fourth Tuesday of the month at 
Eldorado Country Club, 2604 
Country Club Drive in 
McKinney 

Free Tenant Legal 
Workshops are at 6 p.m. 
Tuesdays at Douglass 
Community Center, 1111 Ave. H 
in Piano. Call 972-941-7174. 

Alpha Beta Chapter of Beta 
Sigma Phi a social service cul
tural sorority meets the second 
Monday of each month in mem
bers home in Frisco, McKinney, 
and the Piano area. Call 972-
473-9089. 

Assistance League of 
Greater Collin Cotuity meets 
the third Wednesday of each 
month. Visit www.assistance-
league-gcc.org. 

"EVOLVE," a social network
ing opportunity for women, meets 
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. the second 
and fourth Wednesdays of the 
month at the northwest corner of 
Park Boulevard and Coit Road, 
Suite 202. CaU 972-267-4452. 

A free legal cUnic is offered 
for residents who meet low 
income guidelines, 6:00 p.m., sec
ond Thursday of each month. 
First United Methodist Church, 
601 S. Greenville Ave. Applicants 
must be Collin County residents 
and income eligible. Call 1-800-
906-3045. 

Free HIV Testing offered by 
the LaSima Foundation from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. every Thursday at 
two different locations. For loca-

SpoMSord Bi|: 

tions and more information, call 214-
928-9303. 

The Frisco Housing Authority is 
offering tenant-based rental assistance 
to 22 eligible families and individuals 
for rental housing in Frisco. Call 972-
377-3031 for information. 

Kumaasi African Ensemble 
Dance Classes from 1:00 p.m. to 
3:00 p.m. West African dance classes 
held every Saturday at the South 
Dallas Cultural Center, 3400 S. 
Fitzhugh Ave. Contact S-Ankh Rasa 
at 214-298-5858 for more informa
tion. 

Strait Street is the official home of 
"The Yundrae Show." Every Thursday 
evening at 7PM, it's the live television 
taping of "The Yundrae Show!" It's 
new, it's off the chain, and it's only at 
Strait Street. Artists, celebrities, who's 
who, sports icons, and many more.The 
doors open at 7pm and the show starts 
at 7:45pm. There are door prizes and 
giveaways each week. Tickets are $15 
at the door. Check it out at; 
www.theyundraeshow.com 

October Zl 
D FW African Amer ican 

Profess ionals Luncheon and 
Seminar; Lunch speaker Michel 
Hoskins. Sponsored by Tarrant County 
College South Campus. 9:00a-6:00p 
For more information call (817) 515-
4598 

Irvin Mayfleld and the New 
Orleans Jazz Orchestra, Cultural 
Ambassador for the City of New 
Orleans and the state of Ixiuisiana, Mr. 
Mayfield and the orchestra have 
ihemed their 2006 tour, "New Orleans 
Now and Then". Hill Performance 
Hall in Richardson Eisemann Center 
S25-855 972-744-4650 

T H E T H I R D EYE, lOtfi Annual 

at&t 

Tribute to the African Ancestors. 
Freedman's Cemetery. 2700 Lemmon 
Ave.@; Central Expressway Dallas,TX 

At 7:30pm .Join us in saluting our 
African ancestors who died in the 
Middle Passage and those who were 
worked to death in America. Call 214-
426-1683 

October 28 
T h e Black Fire Fighters 

Association (BFFA) of Dallas, 7th Bi
annual Scholarship Awards Banquet to 
be held Saturday, October 28, 2006 
featuring the LEGENDARY Artist, 
HOWARD HEWETT, formeriy of the 
R&B group Shalamar.This year's event 
will be held at the Hilton Dallas 
Lincoln Centre, 5410 \R] Freeway, 
Dallas, 75240. During the banquet we 
will take the opportunity lo recognize 
BFFA members, pillars in the commu
nity and businesses who support our 
efforts. 214-240-5788 

Fashion Fighting Cancer and 
Heart Disease Fashion Show & 
Luncheon at 12:00 - 2:30 p.m. i 

Vendor F a i r - 10a.m. - 2:30 ^.m. 
Mesquite Hampton Suites — 635 & 

Military Pkwy 
Tickets: Adult - $35.00 Children -

$17.00 
Catfishing in North Texas held at 

the Piano Station, located just east of 
the Downtown Piano DART Station. 
Doug "Tex" Elliott, Lake I^von Pro 
Guide, will discuss every topic regard
ing fishing for Catfish in the North 
Texas Area I^kes. Admission: S3 per 
person Free parking available 

Haggard Park, Eastside Village 
Apartment Garage and Municipal 
Center from 1-3 pm. For more infor
mation contact call 214-354-9570 or 
ed^proangler tackle .com or visit 
www.proangIertackIe.com 

Operat ion Oasis Inc. Jazz 
Extravaganza Fundraiser, at 7 pm. 
The fundraiser will be held at the 
Eisemann Center located at 2351 
Performance Dr. in Richardson. The 
fiindraiser will include some of Jazz 
greats KirkWhalum andTom Braxton. 
For ticket information contact the 
Eisemann Center at www.eisemann 
center.com or call (972) 744-4650. 

32nd Annual Harambee Festival, 
from IO:00AM-7:O0PM held at the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Community 
Center located at 2922 Martin Luther 
King Jr. Bivd, Dallas.TX 75215. It's an 
entire day filled with rich African-
American culture, entertainment, fim, 
games, a parade, an outdoor market, 
music, food and a chance to win a 
$10,000 family reunion (for the 
Ultimate Family Reunion) courtesy of 
the title sponsors. 

G.H.A.P. - (God Has A Plan) 
Smal l Bus iness /Grant Writ ing 
Seminar from 9:00a-4:00p. at Ryan's 
Bakery & Grill in Mesquite,TX. Call 
214-497-4260 or visit www.ghap-
texas.org 

Hope's Door Gala at The Marrion 
Hotel at Legacy Town Center will be 
the site of "Evening of Hope" Irom 6 
p.m. imri! 12 a.m. to benefit Hope's 
Door. To leam more visit www.hopes-
doorinc.org or call 972-422-2911 

October 29 
P iano Symphony Orchestra 

Spanish Speaking Concert Spooky 
Symphony T h e Eisemann Center, 
2351 Perfomance Dr in Richardson at 
3 pm cforteCa,planosymphony.arg 

Dallas Comic Con Comics, Toj-s, 
Cards, Artists, Collectibles, Celebrities 
and more. Admission: General admis
sion is 810. Kids 12 and under are fi-ce. 
For more information call Ben Stevens 

972-420-8639 or visit dallascomic 
con.com 

October 30 
African Ensemble African 

Ensemble: Gideon Alorwoyie, director. 
Event will be held at the Concert Hall, 
U N T Music Buildmg in Denton at 8 
pm $5 at the door 

November 2 
A Day with Jim Fay, Discipline 

and Achievement seminar will put 
parents and teachers m control without 
resorting to anger, while teaching chil
dren responsibilit>' and preparing them 
for the real world.Admission is S99 per 
person,For more information contact 
Derek Dick at 800.338.4065 or visit 
www. loveandlogic. com 

Piano ISD State-of-the-District 
Communi ty Forum, at 7:00-8:30 
p.m. Piano ISD Sockwell Center, 6301 
Chapel Hill, Piano, 75093 for the "The 
Power of Education." School leaders 
will discuss: closing the achievement 
gap, college readiness, financial 
progress, bond programs.accountabili-
ty ratings and 2006-07 goals. 

T h e National Assoc iat ion o f 
Women Bus iness Owners 
Dallas-Tort Wortii Chapter (NAWBO 
D;TW) invites all women business 
owners and guests to attend monthly 
luncheons, networking events and 
NAWBO U, a series of workshops on 
management and entrepreneurial top-
ics.Thursday, November 2, 2006 -
NAWBO D/FW Collin/Denton Area 
Council Happy Hour 

Time: 5:30 - ' 7 : 3 0 p.m. Ix)cation: 
Embassy Suites Bar and Lounge in the 
first floor lobby area, 7600 John Q. 
Hammons Dri\'e, Frisco Cost: No-
host bar RSVP: 9 a.m. on Wednesday, 
November 1. To RSVP please email 
rs\*p^jiawbotx.org. 

National African American 
Women's Leadership Institute 
(NAAWU) Open House.. Meet 
members of our Board of Directors 
and leam about NAAWU. Come 
network with professional women 
you may not already know.Several 
lucky guests will receive; an auto
graphed copy of Hattic Hill's Oocal 
NAAWU board member) latest 
book, Smart Women, Smart 
Choices. Reception 5:00 - 7:00 pm 
Location: 5220 Spring Valley Rd. 
#340 Dallas, Texas, 75234. Please 
RSVP by 10/30/06 to 
bbourne(a:naawli.org or 469-374-
0446. 

November 3 
First Annual Good 

Samaritan Award Gala hosted 
by Sieve Blow will provide an 
evening of dinner, dancing and a 
presentation during which we will 
honor and recognize those indi
viduals, businesses and churches 
who have made significant contri
butions to our organization and 
the residents we serve. 

Tickets: $75 per person and it's 
from 7pm to mindnight. 
Sponships and Table hosting are 
available. 

For more information contact 
Cheryl or Molly at 972.542.5302 
or visit www.tiicsamaritaninn.org 

November 4 
True Praise will present 

Saturday, November 4, 2006 dur
ing the "A Worship Experience" at 
6:30 pm which will feature local 
choirs and artists from the 
Dallas/Ft. Worth Metroplex. It 
will be held at Shiloh Missionary 
Baptist Church, 902 14th Street, 
Piano TX. For more information 
please call(97 2) 786-1783 

Proud To Be An Active 
Partner In The Community 
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Op-Ed 
I Think, Therefore I Vote.... 

I have always been both fas
cinated and upset by the voting 
history of black Americans. I 
started thinking about the 
upcoming midterm elections 
and started wondering why 
African Americans don't wield 
more clout politically. 

The sad answer is because 
we don't vote. 

In order to fully imderstand 
where we are voting-wise, we 
have to first understand how 
we got here politically. 

Black people were brought 
to this country as slaves, and as 
property, had no more rights to 
citizenship as mules or cattle. 
The passage of the 
Emancipation Proclamation in 
1865 freed the slaves, but did 
little regarding their status as 
citizens. 

It took passage of the 14th 
Amendment in 1868, (which 
conferred citizenship to all per
sons born or naturalized in the 
United States), and the 15th 
Amendment in 1870 (which 
provided that the right to vote 
shall not be denied or abridged 
on the basis of race, color or 
previous condition of servi
tude) to even start the process. 

In the next 100 years, south
ern whites through state gov
ernments did everything in 
their power to keep blacks 
from voting. Poll taxes, literacy 
tests, intimidation atid lynch
ing were tactics designed to 
keep us from exercising our 
right to vote. 

See, the racist white politi
cians in southern states under
stood one thing that black peo
ple seem to have forgotten 
today: all you have to do to 
keep any group from having 
real power in a democracy is to 
keep them from voting. 

There are 10 million African 
American voters in this coun
try, enough to swing any 
national and most state elec
tions. Unfortunately, since the 

Civil Rights Act was passed in 
1964, black voter turnout has 
never exceeded 44 percent in 
any midterm election. 

So why do large numbers of 
black people fail to exercise 
their right to vote? 

I talked to a number of people 
I know and asked them why 
they don't vote. Some of the 
answers included: 

"It doesn't make any differ
ence how I vote, my vote doesn't 
count anj-way." 

"I don't know anything about 
the candidates nmning" 

"I moved, and didn't get reg
istered in my new precinct." 

"There aren't any good candi
dates, they're all the same." 

"The system is crooked, the 
people with money are the ones 
that really run the coimtry." 

All of which are completely 
imacceptabie reasons for not 
voting. 

One of ;Tiy teachers once told 
me that ignorance and apathy 
can destroy a nations more 
effectively than armies ever 
could. The bible tells me "my 
people are destroyed for a lack 
of knowledge". 

It seems to me there are a 
growing number of black folks 
for whom not knowing and not 
caring has become the norm. 

For black teenagers and 
young adults not knowing and 
not caring has become cool. 
Their thought process is "only a 
fool cares about things bigger 
than themselves", and 'why 
care about things you don't 
understand?". That might 

explain why only 15.6 percent of 
ehgible black voters between the 
ages of 18 and 24 actually voted 
in the last midterm elections. 

The same thing apphes for 
older black Americans as well. 
We have been desensitized to 
believe that we can't make a dif
ference, that our votes don't 
count, that it's not worth the 
effort to stay informed. Then we 
wonder why our children act the 
same way. 

Politicians no longer address 
our concerns directly because 
we don't vote. We are not 
accoimtable so they don't have 
to be accountable. We don't 
think beyond what's in front of 
us, so they don't have to think 
about us. We aren't a force in 
certain political arenas simply 
because we won't come to the 
game. 

Voting is more than a privilege 
or a right. Voting is a responsi
bility. 

So I issue a challenge to every
one reading these words. Vote. If 
you haven't done it already, reg
ister to vote. If you have regis
tered, then encourage someone 
else to register. Explain to a 
young adult why they should 
vote. Find out what pohtical dis
trict you live in, and who are 
your elected officials-local, state 
and national. Read, then vote. 
And then repeal. 

As George Clinton was fond 
of saying; "Think, it ain't illegal 
yet." 

Paul Hailey can be reached at 
phailey@MonTheGazene .com 

Where Do You Want To Go Today? 
P u b l i s h e r ' s OflRce; 

Phone: (972) 516-2992 
Fax: (972) 509-9058 

Email: publisher@monthegazette.com 

Sa l e s D e p a r t m e n t ! 
Phone: (972) 509-9049 

Fax: (972) 509-9058 

Email: opportunity@monthegazette.com 

Editorial Depa r tmen t : 

Phone; (972) 516-2992 

Fax:(972)516-4197 

Email: editor@monthegazette.com 

Ente r ta inment Depar tmen t : 

Phone: (972) 509-9049 

Email: entertaiimient@monthegazette. com 

Website: www.MonTheGazctte.com 

(fegj^The C a a a e e t : * ^ 
Fin EarMhmiT t i luwnalhfn 

6100 Avenue K, Suite 105 • Piano, Texas 75074 

Jim Bochum 

PubUshed B y 

Minority Opportuniiy News, Inc. 

Cynthia KistUy 

ProductJQD 

Robert Booker 

Aariatant Vice-President Markgriny 

Edward Dttnirytu "Pnachtr Bey " Gibson, Jr. 

ArUUe Johnson 

RgUgjqus/Marfcgtiag EOitor 
Shirley Dcmus Tarpley 

tA0N-Th9 Gantta tssumM no responsibUlty lor 

Editor 
Bxtd HaiJey 

AshlQf Coleman 

EubUci&t 
Cheryl Jackson 

C o n t r i b u t i n g W r i t e r s 
Justin Jones 

Ruth Ferguson 
LaKeesha Joe 

r.nhiTnniii* 

Patdl Hailey 

Patrick "PJ"Johnson 
Laquisha Hosley 
Ronald Coleman 

untotkjted material and reserves 

Advisory Board; 
John Dudley Willieminley 

Myrtle Hightcnver Caty Rodrigua-Amknoit 

Fred Moses B.JWimam 
Annii Dickson Denise Vpchurch 

Cecil Starks Barbara Simpkins,, 
BenThomas AiMnw Biiyui Ŝ£RÊA*v 
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Is the sky clearest on the day it is most blue? 
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to tradlition, MON-The Gazette will be there carving a world of opportunity for those seeking to 
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Voting For The Evil Of Two Lessers 
By: James Clingtnan 
NNPA Columnist 
It's really a shame to say this, 

but because Black people - and 
everyone else for that matter -
are faced with voting for "choic
es" made by the inner circle of 
powerbrokers, once again many 
voters will have to punch the 
card or touch the corrupted 
Diebold computer screens while 
holding our noses. I hear a great 
deal of talk about voting for the 
lesser of two evils, but in many 
of the races it's really a matter of 
voting for the evil of two lessers. 

In what is billed as a precur
sor for the 2008 presidential 
election, if Bush doesn't cancel 
the election that year, Black 
people are again being touted as 
the group that can determine 
the outcome of the 2006 elec
tion, thus, having the ability to 
change the face of government 
from Republican rule to 
Democratic rule. We will see on 
November 8, but based on who 
we have in office now, I am not 
too optimistic. 

First, on the national scene, 
we have an obstinate "resident" 
who has proved his incompe
tence to the world. He still 
refuses to admit even one mis
take during his administration 
and continues to sacrifice the 
lives of our yoimg men and 
women in a war based on lies 
and deceit. He claims to care 
about the soldiers but supports 
cuts in their benefits. His 
actions belie his words, but we 
continue to acquiesce to his 
antics and those of his minions. 

Waiting in the wings is his 
brother, Jeb. Yep, another Bush, 
member of the Project for the 
New American Century and the 
one who participated in the 
2000 Florida election debacle, 
is being touted as the future 
"resident." And get this; Rudy 
Giuliani tops the list of prospec
tive candidates for Republicans, 
followed by John McCain. The 
outrageous thing is that George 
Allen, the Senator from Virginia 
who has"a checkered past when 
it comes to his comments about 
Blacks and other ethnic groups, 
is also on the Republican short 
list. 

On the other side, we have 
Hillary Clinton and whoever is 
in second place for the moment: 

John Kerry; John Edwards; Al 
Gore; et al. I am sure there will 
be others moving to the fore
front by 2008, but whoever is 
"chosen" will result in a 
"Hobson's Choice" for the rest 
of us, which is really no choice 
at all. 

Bush, Rove, Cheney, 
Rumsfeld, and Rice are making 
every attempt to scare the elec
torate into submission, to keep 
us so on edge about their 
impending new war with Iran, 
which just might be our 2006 
"October surprise," and their 
saber-rattling, paper tiger, 
emperor with no clothes posture 
with North Korea. 

They are playing us for 
chimips while they pile up the 
dollars and euros in their coffers 
and those of their friends. 
Remember the words of Dwight 
Eisenhower: "Only an alert and 
knowledgeable citizenry can 
compel the proper meshing of 
the huge industrial and military 
machinery of defense with our 
peaceful methods and goals, so 
that security and liberty may 
prosper together." We can clear
ly see who is prospering in this 
war economy, can't we? 

On a local level, we have can
didates running for Congress in 
both parties who can't wait to 
get in front of a microphone to 
say how supportive they are of 
Israel, which seems to be a lit
mus test for anyone who is run
ning, even Black candidates. 
Isn't it fuimy that none of the 
candidates. Black or White, are 
ever questioned by anyone or 
ever express their support for 
Africa, a continent in which you 
could place 1,000 Israels? Why 
is Africa not held up as a litmus 
test, especially for Black candi
dates, but in general for all can
didates? 

Voters are faced with 
Hobson's Choices in state, 
county, and city races this year. 
Describing many of the races as 
a vote for the lesser of two evils, 
I have heard quite a few people 
say they're just not going to vote 
for either candidate. 

Since several Black candi
dates are nmning for high office 
this year, some would have us 
believe their races are based on 
"race." It's not a race issue; it's a 
party issue. Politicians, Black or 

White, who do nothing for 
Black people should not get 
your vote, the color of his or 
her skin notwithstanding. But 
candidates and their handlers 
are playing the so-called "race 
card" to whip Black voters into 
an emotional frenzy rather 
than deal with us intelligently 
by engaging in relevant dia
logue. 

The simple truth is that we 
are faced with voting for the 
evil of two lessers in many 
cases, and we should be politi
cally sophisticated enough to 
see through the rhetoric and 
the smokescreens. After all, 
haven't we heard and seen it all 
before? 

When I see a J.C. Watts 
defending George Bush and 
his regime, saying Bush is 
"protecting American lives," 
while J» simultaneously see 
thousands of American lives 
being lost in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, I want to throw 
up. When I hear Dick Cheney 
spout off about how "well" 
things are going in Iraq, it just 
makes me sick. These actions 
alone show you how low politi
cians and ex-politicians will 
stoop to keep their game 
going. Wake up. Black folks! 
Don't vote for anyone con
nected to or supportive of the 
Bush regime. 

And, since we are so hung
up on political parties and 
have to vote for the evil of two 
lessers, let's throw all of the 
Republican bums out and 
bring in a new crowd of bums. 
That way, at least we won't be 
bored to death for the next two 
years, listening to and watch
ing the same rubber-stamp, 
out of touch, do-nothing 
Congress, trashing the 
Constitution and heeding 
Bush's call to "stay the 
course." 

James H. Clingman, an 
adjunct professor at the 
University of Cincinnati's 

, African American Studies 
department, is former editor of 
the Cincinnati Herald newspa
per and founder of the Greater 
Cincinnati African American 
Chamber of Commerce. He 
hosts the radio program, 
"Blackonomics," and has writ
ten several books. 

China Undercuts Black Economies 
By: Harry C. Alford-
NNPA Columnist 
"Oh, the wolves are -of another 

mind." It is very strange and 
downright sad how some of the 
best pieces of good legislation can 
be hijacked and used against the 
very people it is supposed to be 
benefiting. Not only that, those 
who think they are representing a 
certain group of people are the 
ones who acmally pull the "trig
ger" or drop the "lever" upside 
their head. 

Such is the case with the so-
called "Africa Growth and 
Opportunity A a " It could have 
been such a beautiful event but it 
went the way of greed and advan
tage for China and those who do 
business with China. There was a 
loophole in this legislation that 
allow "third countries" to be used 
as substimtes for Afiican coun
tries when it came to textile pro-
ducdon. China and sometimes 
India jiunped right in with their 
processed cotton. As a result, you 
may buy clothes that say "Made 
in Kenya" or "Made in Nigeria" 
but the reality is the conon was 
grown and processed in China. 
The textile industry in nations 
such as Nigeria and the cotton 
farmers from Kenya and other 
nations have been devastated. 
This nation through its so-called 
conscience has, in efifea, laid the 
environment to bring economic 
devastation to villages and towns 
throughout Afiica. 

This third-party exemption was 
supposed to slop at the end of 
2006. But, you know what, the 
same people who caused it to be, 
some members of the 
Congressional Black Caucus 
included, have siufaced again in 
an attempt to extend it. Why? As 
rap mogul P Diddy once pro

claimed, "It's all about the 
Benjamins." Lobbyists represent
ing China and companies that do 
business with China are slinging 
cash up on Capito! Hill, causing 
certain congressmen lo do the 
craziest th i r^ . AGOA is sup
posed to be about Africa d^ing 
business with the United States 
and no third cotmtry interference 
or exploitation. Sadly, that hasn't 
happen. 

In addition to doing the wham-
my on Africa again, the greedy 
have enlarged its appetite for 
Haiti. The Central American Free 
Trade Agreement (CAFTA), like 
AGOA was to open the doors for 
economic development between 
the United States and Nicaragua, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Costa Rica and the 
Dominican Republic. This time, 
they got it right in diat no third 
country substitutions can be 
allowed. But the wolves thought 
hard and came up with an even 
sinister scheme. They are propos
ing to extend the exemption 
clause in AGOA but also make it 
applicable to Haiti. 

Why Haiti? It's simple. They 
can cram China cotton into Haiti 
and block any textile business in 
the CAFTA nations. Keep in 
mind that millions of people of 
Afiican descent live and work in 
CAFTA nations. The Dominican 
Republic, which shares an island 
with Haiti, is 60 percent Black. It 
is quickly developing textiles 
under CAFTA via business with 
the United States. It also employs 
many Haitians. When China gets 
its hooks into Haiti, there won't 
be anymore textile activity in the 
Dominican Republic or anywhere 
else in CAFTA. Like AGOA and 
Afiica, tfiey are going to devastate 
people of color. Meanwhile, Haiti 

will get some menial jobs but no 
business ownership or wealth 
creation. The clients of the lob
byists will continue to make big 
time profits at the expense of 
Americans and workers in the 
Diaspora. Haiti is getting set up 
and doesn't see it coming. 

We are going to Capitol Hill 
this week with the Kenya 
Chamber of Commerce to 
expose the sad history on these 
actions and to express our dis
may. We need to let those who 
want to hear the truth under
stand just what damage is being 
done and how real Black folk 
deserve a better deal. If it 
weren't for the love of money, 
quick sinister money, we would 
not have to do this. Sometimes I 
want to scream and cry at the 
same time. We have to go and 
find White folk who will be fair 
minded and step up to do the 
right thing. Black folks who 
should be in the vanguard of the 
opposition. Associations that 
claim lo be focused on Afiica 
are acmally brain dead when it 
comes to economic empower
ment and financial freedom. We 
will win this fight but it is going 
to take some serious calling out 
and unfortunate coiifix)ntation 
with people of my own color. 

Ignorance is not bliss and 
someday we will be able to 
school our own to do the right 
thing. Please remember - there 
is nothing shmjer than for-hire 
Negro lobbyists selling out their 
own people for a few cnmibs off 
the table (or under it).' 

Harry C. Alford is the 
President/CEO of the 
National Black Chamber 
of Commerce. Website: 
www.nationalbcc.org. Email:-
presWent@nationalbcc.ozg. 
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Education 

FAMU Dean Seeks To Reverse Shortage Of Black Men In Classrooms 
By: Diane Mirth 

Scott Dantley has been dean of 
the College of Education at 
Florida A&M University for just 
three months and already is 
brimming with ideas for recruit
ing black men into teaching. 

Few black men teach today in 
the nation's public schools. They 
comprise only 2.4 percent of K-
12 teachers in the U.S., 3.2 per

cent of Horida schoolteachers and 
4.1 i>ercent of Leon County teach
ers. 

"The problem is trying to 
increase the level of interest in the 
profession," said Dantley, 39, for
mer acting education dean at 
Bowie State University in 
Maryland, who has taught chem
istry and physical science to mid
dle-school students. 

He has submitted a proposal 
to John Winn, state education 
commissioner, for a new pro
gram at FAMU addressing the 
shortage of black male teach
ers. The approach would be 
holistic and begin with better 
outreach to smdents - siich as 
summer institutes - as early as 
in middle and h i ^ school, he 
said. 

He's launched an initiative to 
carefully track FAMU educa
tion majors' progress through 
their courses and teacher-certi
fication tests - and is providing 
them with more workshops 
and mentoring to get through 
the required testing so they can 
graduate as a certified, highly* 
qualified teachers. 

He also has plans to initiate a 

masters/teacher-certification 
degree program at FAMU that 
would reach out to working pro
fessionals with a bachelor's 
degree other than education, and 
give them a chance to get those 
dual credentials to teach. He ran 
such a program at Bowie State. 

'Tm still in education because 
I believe I can make a differ
ence," Dantley said. 

Collin Dance 
Ensemble Announced 
CoUin County Community 

College District (ColUn) Dance 
Ensemble recently announced its 
2006-07 dancers. 

The smdents are chosen dur
ing August auditions and are 
expected to make a one-year 
commitment to the ensemble. 

The 2006-07 dancers are: 
ABen - Deborah Rozenberg 
Carrollton - Jessica Lourias 
McKinney - Leah Longoria 

- Breaune Powell 
Piano - Myranda Alexander 
- Julie Davis 
- Ashley Franco 
- Meredith Knight 
- Lauren Mauro v 
- Krisi Monti 
- Jessie Prevette 
- Cassi Samples 
- Jonah Villegas 
Richardson - Kari Valentine 
The ensemble will perform 

with the Elledanceworks Dance 
Company and Houston 
Metropolitan Dance Company 
at the college's Dance Fusion at 
8 p.m., Friday, Nov. 3, and 2 
p.m. and 8 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 
4, ai the Spring Creek Campus 
John Anthony Theatre, 2800 E. 
Spring Creek Parkway in Piano. 
All tickets are available at the 
door and crai $8 for general 
admission and S5 for smdents 
and senior citizens. 

Smdents who have been in the 
company, according to Collin 
Dance Chair Tiffanee Arnold, 
have transferred to universities 

such asTlie Ohio State University, 
Southern Methodist University, 
Texas Christian University, Texas 
Woman's University, the 
University of Oklahoma and other 
instimtions. 

The ensemble has toured the 
Metroplex, performing at local 
concerts and festivals such as The 
Dallas Dance Festival, The Fort 
Worth Dance Festival: Up and 
Running, Dances at a Gathering at 
the Eisemann Center and more. 

For more information about 
Dance Fusion or any upcoming 
shows, call 972.881.5107. 

Collin County Community 
College District (Collin) serves 
more than 41,000 credit and con
tinuing education students aimu-
ally and offers more than 100 
degree and certificate programs. 
The only public college in the 
county, Collin is a parmer to busi
ness, government and industry, 
providing customized training and 
work force development. 

Breaune Powell 

NCLB-Blue 
Ribbon Schools 

Beverly and Skaggs 
Elementary Schools Earn 
National Award 

Texas Education 
Commissioner Shirley Neeley 
announced recently that 
Beverly and Skaggs elementary 
schools in Piano ISD are 
among *26 Texas public schools 
that will be honored by th* U.S. 
Department of Education with 
the esteemed "2006 No Child 
Left Behind—Blue Ribbon 
Schools Award." 

The No Child Left B e h i n d -
Blue Ribbon Schools Program 
(NCLB—BRS) recognizes out
standing pubhc and private 
schools that are either academi
cally superior in their states or 
that demonstrate dramatic and 
consistent gains in student 
achievement. 

Nominated schools must 
meet one of two criteria: 

1. Schools with at least 40 
percent of their students from 
disadvantaged backgrounds 
that show dramatic improve
ment in student performance 
on state tests over the past three 
years in reading or English lan
guage arts and mathematics; or 

2. Schools whose students, 
regardless of demographics, 
achieve in the lop 10 percent on 
state tests in reading or English 
language arts and mathematics. 

In addition, Blue Ribbon 
Schools must also meet 
Adequate Yearly Progress " 

If you thought voting was top much of a hassle, think again. 

Voting in Texas is now easier, faster and more secure because 

the power of the vote has been combined with the power of 

technolog)'. Be ready for the November 7 general election by 

getting all the facts about voting convenience and locations. 

VOTEXAS 
Easier. Faster. More Secure., 

ftugnun of Roger Williams, 

Oificc of the Secmarv of Siatc 

(AYP) in reading or English 
language arts and mathemat
ics, must not be identified as a 
"Persistently Dangerous" 
school within the last two 
years, and be in compliance 
with other USDE require
ments. 

"These Blue Ribbon 
Schools are shining examples 
that, with hard work and dedi
cation, all students can suc
ceed," said Commissioner 
Neeley. "The Blue Ribbon 
Schools are just a few of the 
many schools in our state that 
are doing an outstanding job 
at educating students and 
closing the gap. We are delight
ed that every single Texas 
school nominated for this 
award won it." 

Under guidelines for the 
program, Texas can nominate a 
maximum of 26 pubhc schools 
annually. The Blue Ribbon 
Schools Program recognizes 
schools that make significant 
progress in closing the achieve
ment gap or whose students 
achieve at very high levels. 

U.S. Secretary of Education 
Margaret Spellings and the 
Department gf Education will 
honor the Blue Ribbon School 
recipients and highlight their 
achievements at a ceremony in 
Washington D.C. on Nov. 9-
10- The award recipients will 
be recognized as national 

"models ofexcellence. 

Piano Recycling Spurs National 
Recognition For Mendenhall 

Mendenhall Elementary stu
dents collected more than 3,000 
pounds of #1 PET plastic bot
tles this spring, receiving recog
nition from Keep America 
Beautiful as one of the top 50 
collecting schools in the nation. 

"The #1 PET plastic, prima
rily water and soda bottles col
lected during the contest, will 
become fleece jackets through 
the recycling process," said City 
of Piano Recycling Education 
Coordinator Glenna Brown. 

"Aquafina and Sam's Club, 
other sponsors of the program, 
will provide thousands of fleece 
jackets to the top winning 
schools. Those jackets will 
"Return the Warmth" to 
deserving children long after 
the contest has ended." 

Ms. Brown organized the 
recycling drive along with 
Mendenhall third grade 
teacher Molly Pond. Special 
collection bins were located 
throughout the school to 
encourage smdents to collect 
the bottles for several weeks. 
In addition to bringing their 
water and soda bottles to 
school for recycling, several 
groups of children organized 
weekend collections. 

Allied Waste collected the 
recyclables which were set out 
daily by the students. 
"Student, faculty and parent 
involvement ensured the suc
cess of this projects" said Ms. 
JBrown. ^ 

' 'This contest was ftin forrfhei' 

children," said Mendenhall 
Principal Karen Noble. 
"They really got excited about 
it and were thrilled to learn 
they have been so successful. 
This is a win-win situation for 
our school not only because 
we won, but also because we 
are encouraging good recy
cling habits at school and 
home." 

Mendenhall will receive a 
S 1,000 grant in the form of a 
gift card from Sam's Club, 
and several fleece jackets for 
children who need a warm 
winter coat. 

Barack Obania Page 1 

Dream." 
On Sunday, Obama dis

missed notions that he 
might not be ready to run 
for president because of his 
limited experience in 
nadonal politics. He agreed 
the job requires a "certain 
soberness and seriousness" 
and "can't be something you 
pursue on the basis of vanity 
and ambition." 

"I'm not sure anyone is 
ready to be president before 
they're president," Obama 
said. "I trust the judgment 
of the American people. 

"We have a long and rigor
ous process. Should I decide 
to run, if I ever did decide to 
run, I'll be confident that I'll 
be run through the paces 
pretty ^>0t!," Obama said. 

" • " - ^ t ^ • 
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

• Authored 'National Amber Mert' iKtwork legislation to help 
fmd mKung children anyvittere in tfie United Stales. 

• Worted to reduce taxes wi hard working famiiiei t^ 
successfullyeliminating the m^ciage lax penalty, creating 
the *Homefnaker IRA', and per mining sales lax deduclms 
on N e r a l Hxome tax returns. 

^ Fought to strengthen and secure our borders by dot t ing 
the number of t w d « patrol agents - and m the process of 
doubling the number again. 

^ As Chairman of the Subcommiflee on Military Construction 
and Veterans Affairs. Senator Hutchison rs a leading advocate 
for oor troops and our veterans. 

• Led the way for Texas universities to gain over SSOO,000,(XIO 
in research funding. 

• Outstanding Legrslator Awards from the National Federation 
of Independent Business, the Association of the U.S. Army, 
and the AmerKan Legion, 

• Helped s«ureovw$3.8b(llion in Hurricanes Katimaand Rita 
recovery aid faf Texas. 

KBH 
U.S. SENATOR 

WWW.TEXANSFOKKAV.IOM 

HIX/TTION: 11 F:S., KOVEMBRR 7^« • lv\RI.V VOTISO: MON.. OCT. 23"'-FRl., NOV. 3' 

' """ —• " [ hjiJi.t Ir. KJ> Rf lq Hmttupiii.'i Stiui.- I 'oiinn.t | — - . 
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http://www.votexas.org
http://www.TexansFokKav.iom
http://wiuw.MONTheGazette.com


Business Directory To Advertise Call 972-606-7498 

Congresswoman Johnson Receives Highest 
Legislative Score On Small Business Issues 

Congresswoman Eddie 
Bernice Johnson recently 
received a perfect score of 
100% from the U.S. Women's 
Chamber of Commerce in 
their annual Small Business 
Scorecard. The Scorecard 
rated Members of the 109th 
Congress on their voting 
record related to the small 
business. 

"I know how critical small 
business is to the economy in 
the 30lh District," 
Congresswoman Johnson said. 
"Small businesses are critical 
economic stimulants that con
tribute to a strong economy by 
creating jobs for many 

Americans. It is vital that we, as 
a representative body, give cre
dence to the urgency felt by 
many small business owners and 
support them not only with 
rhetoric but also by casting votes 
that approve legislation specifi
cally aimed at closing business 
ownership gaps among minori
ties, accessing affordable capital 
for small business owners, and 
ensuring assistance to business
es impacted by Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita," said 
Congresswoman Johnson. 

This session, Congresswoman 
Johnson's voting record reflect
ed her commitment to restore 
funding to support family 

farms, micro-entrepreneurs, and 
businesses in low income areasj 

assure that small business own
ers affected by the hurricanes. 

receive quick and effective sup
port; protect small business 
owners in future disasters; assist 
the growth of minority high tech 
companies and ensure small 
business participation in the fed
eral marketplace; remove obsta
cles to small business competi
tiveness in federal contracting; 
lower the cost of SBA lending 
programs; and supported entre-
preneurship as a viable alterna
tive for laid off employees. 

"As a former small business 
owner, I fiiUy support the Small 
Business Administr^on's com
mitment to allow small business
es an opportunity for economic 
growth and development." 

Area Colleges In DFW Will Host Inaugu|*al African 
American Professionals Seminar And Luncheon 

The Tarrant County College-
South Campus along with the 
Cedar Valley College will show 
professionals the importance of 
"Reaching Beyond the Limits." 

The conference, "Reaching 
Beyond the Limits" is the first 
Annual African American 
Professionals Seminar and 
Luncheon where African 
Americans will be taught, 
inspired and motivated to 
achieve their full potential as 
business leaders, entrepreneurs 
and community activists. 

As the business world con
tinues at an increasingly rapid 
rate of change and global com
petition, the roles and responsi-

Michlel Hoskins, 
CEO ofMichele Foods. 

bilities of the leaders in the com
munity will grow. This powerful 
day-long event will help African 
Americans reach beyond the 
limits. 

The keynote speaker for the 
luncheon will be Michlel 
Hoskins, CEO of Michele 
Foods. Michele will share her 
story of "rags to riches" about a 
syrup recipe inherited from her 
grandmother. Michele's compa
ny was founded in 1984 and is 
based in Chicago, wjth her prod
ucts in ^ores such as Kroger, 
AlbertsonSjSuper Target and 
more. 

Michele Foods, Inc., is a 
multi-million dollar company 

that produces Honey Creme 
Syrup, Butter Pecan Syrup and 
Maple Creme Syrup and other 
food products. Michele was 
awarded the 2002 "Entrepreneur 
of the Year" by the Women's 
Foodservices Forurm. 

Reaching Beyond the Limits is 
$109 per person which includes 
jazz networking reception and 
workshop sessions. The seminar 
will be held Friday, October 27 
at the American Airlines 
Conference Center, 4501 HWY 
360 South in Fort Worth. 

For more information please 
contact Rosie Jones at <817) 
515-4592 or email her at 
Rosie.Jones@TCCD.edu. 

Unemployment Rate Drops In N. Texas 
North Texas' unemployment 

rate dropped in September. 
According to the Texas 

Workforce Commission, the 
September unemployment rate 
for the Dallas-Plano-Irving area 
dropped to 4.6 percent com

pared with the unemployment rate 
of 5 percent in August and a rate 
of 5.1 percent a year ago. The 
unemployment rate for the Fort 
Worth-Arlington area dropped to 
4.5 percent from 4.9 percent in 
both August and September 2005. 

Across the state, the unemploy
ment rate was also down. The 
Texas rate for September was 4.7 
percent, compared with a rate of 
5.1 percent in August, and 4.3 per
cent in September 2005. 

"A declining imemployment 

rate and continued job growth are 
both positive signs for Texas work
ers," said TWC Commissioner 
Ronny Congleton. "Job gains over 
the month and over the year are 
both good trends for the Texas 
labor market." 

November Black Enterprise Features 
Luv's Brownies CEO Aundrea Lacy 

Luv's Brownies' founder and 
CEO Aundrea Lacy had 
planned a party at Jay Z's New 
York 40/40 Club last weekend 
to celebrate her company's 
10th anniversary. As it turned 
out, she had much more lo cel
ebrate ~ the November 2006 
cover of "Black Enterprise;" 
the sale of the 30,000th copy 
of her book Luv Story: From 
Homemade Brownies to My 
Own Internet Bakery; and the 
impending publication of her 
new book Brownie Points. 

On Thursday, October 12th, 
Aundrea Lacy celebrated her 
company's 10th anniversary 
with a celebrity-strewned 
blow-out bash at entertain
ment mogul Jay Z's famed 
40/40 Club in Manhattan, 
New York City. Award-winning 
CNN Business News corre
spondent Valerie Morris (for
merly Bay Area news anchor 
Valerie Coleman) hosted the 
affair and popular award-win
ning actress/vocalist Sheryl 
Lee Ralph assisted Lacy with a 
fun-filled brownie baking 
demonsiration._ 

October 2006 not only 
marks Luv's Brownies' 10th 
anniversary, but also Lacy's 
commitment to AIDS and 
AIDS awareness month. After 
learning her father was diag
nosed with AIDS, Lacy recom
mitted her life to giving back, 
AIDS prevention and aware
ness. Lacy donated a portion 
of the gala's proceeds to the 
Elton John AIDS Foundation -
one that strongly supports 
minority communities and 
agencies. 

"The Elton John AIDS 

Foundation focuses on support
ing community-based programs 
that include HIV/AIDS-related 
physical and mental health serv
ices, HIV testing and counsel
ing, street outreach and educa
tion, food distribution, assisted 

'living services and much more," 
said Lacy. "I was glad to use my 
company's aimiversary celebra
tion as a means lo raise funds to 
support the Foundation and its 
efforts to educate and assist 
people, and combat the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic." 

Luv's Brownies was the proud 
recipient of the People's Choice 
"Best Sweet" Dessert Award at 
the Annual International 
Hospitality Celebration in both 
2004 and 2005. Lacy has been 
featured on several nationally-
syndicated television talk shows 
and many national and local 
newspapers and magazines. As a 
result, she's received more than 
10,000 letters from inquirers 
and potential customers want
ing to know her story. How was 
she so successful at marketing 
her business? How did she over
come her challenges with 
dyslexia? Lacy answers these 
questions and more in her cover 
story article in Lie November 
2006 issue of Black Enterprise 
(available on magazine stands 
now). 

Aundrea Lacy's first book 
Luv Story; From Homemade 
Brownies to My Own Internet 
Bakery is a resource for anyone 
who desires to start, promote 
and sustain his or her own small 
business, while maintaining a 
balanced personal life. In Luv 
Slory Lacy shares real life expe
riences, including how she kept 

her company thriving through 
an economic downturn and her 
personal life crises. 

Having taken Luv's Brownies 
from a San Francisco Bay Area 
catering firm to an Internet bak
ery that ships nationwide, she 
has learned a array of lessons 
about how to start a small busi
ness and keep it profitable 
regardless of the economy's 

How la Rcli.T Voting 

fluctuations and all the other 
problems life throws at you. 
Aundrea shares those lessons in 
Luv Story: From Homemade 
Brownies to My Own Internet 
Bakery. Lacy says that Luv 
Story is meant to deliver the 
message "Never let any chal
lenge stop you from accom
plishing your dreams." Luv 
Story has sold over 30,000 
copies. 

"Great reading about reality, 
faith and the human spkit, with 
tools for you to build a business, 
that is you! A recommended 
book for those thinking of start
ing, or have started their own 
business...and don't mind being 
inspired, by a girl with 

guts!"_Peter Cariino, III - Host 
Who's Cookin'TV Show 

Lacy's second literary effort 
Brownie Points: Lessons for 
Woman Entrepreneurs from 
One Who Made It is the greatiy 
expanded new version of Luv 
Story, one which answers the 
many questions Aundrea has 
been asked on her speaking 
engagements by girls and 

women who want to start their 
own businesses. Without 
changing her simple and 
straightforward style, she goes 
into new detail on important 
topics like how to laimch a 
new business; starting out 
while still in school; budgeting 
and bookkeeping; vertical 
marketing; advertising and 
public relations; and much 
more. Every point is illustrated 
with examples from well-
known successful firms and 
her own experience. 

Lacy's inspirational personal 
story demonstrates how the 

same skills used in self-employ
ment — research, planning, 
budgeting, following through — 
can be used to tackle the prob
lems of daily life, whether it is 
the illness or death of a loved 
one, a financial emergency, or a 
personal _ disability. (Agate 
Publishing, Evanston, IL, 
Spring 2007) 

Luv's Brownies, Luv Story 
and Brownie Points may be pur
chased online. For more infor
mation about Aimdrea Lacy and 
her fabulous brownies, please 
visit www.luvsbrownies.com. 
Chat with Ms. Lacy via email 
about Luv's Brownies, or per
haps a book signing at 
aundrea@luvsbrownies. com. 

Urbuti I^'Oiiiif POge I 

"Since the program's incep
tion, we haw secured employ
ment for 101 ex-offenders 
throughout Dallas County," 
said Dr. Beveriy Mitchell 
Brooks, President and CEO of 
the league. "We know that if 

given the resources and a caring 
environment, non-violent ex-
offenders can become productive 
citizens, thus reducing the 
extremely h i ^ recidivism rates 
and benefiting everyone." 

Positions that have been filled 
by program participants include 

customer service, sales, ware
house, licensed electricians, 
plumbers, HVAC and other con
struction industry positions, 
Class A CDL drivers, welders, 
food service workers, clerical and 
administrative clerks. The hourly 
average salary is S8.78 per hour. 

The Urban League was award
ed a $660,000 grant fix)m the 
Department of Labor as part of 
30 grants issued nationwide to 
faith and community based 
organizations to assist non-vio
lent ex-offenders in Dallas 
Coimty. 

B U R I A L P L O T S 

PRIME BURIAL LOTS FOR SALE 
One, two or three lots for sale at Restland 
in North Dallas; located in the beautifid 
and p e a c e ^ Serenity Gardens Section 
(Southeast corner of Greenville Avenue & 
Restland Road.) Market value $3450 each, 
but selling price negotiable. View plots by 
appoin tment only. Call 972-606-3878, 
972-416-6109, or 469-235-5808. 

FINANCIAL i - r I N < ; 

CNS 
S e c u r i t i e s , L L C 

Individual and Business 
Retirement Planoing * Financial Planning 

Tax Strategies • Protection Planning 
Investment Planning 

Resident ofCoUin County for over tS years 

M i c h a e l A . S i m m o n s , M B A 
Registered Representative 

1651 Nor th Collins, Suite 160 • Richardson, T X 75080 

972-437-5449 
Call Today to Schedule Your FREE Consultation 

msimmons@cnssecurities.com 
Member NASD/SIPC 

H O M E R E N T A L 

3 Bedroom 2 Bath 
Washer/Dryer/Refrigerator/w/Garage 

3 Dormitoro 2 Banos 
Arandela/Secador/Refrigerador/w/Garage 

$850 
972-867-9000 

L I F E I N S U R A N C E 

Thinking about iife insurance isn't an easy thing to do. 

But it must be done. 

While your lored ones may have a diffiajtt lime coping, U)e money ymj leave 
behind may help them out with many expenses. 

Renaiido Parker 
Licensed Agent 
214-789-6501 

Please call me to discuss our 
variety of life insurance products. 
I can help you choose the policy 
that best fits your needs and 
could help relieve your loved 
ones financial concerns. 

Expenses like: 
Final expenses 

Mortgage payments 

Car payments 

Children's education 

W-B005SO Lite Insurance Solkstation 

B A N K E R S 
lUf A\a KAStALTV CUMMST 

M O R T G A C, E 

x,<5> - champion 
" V V ^ 972.529.2371 • 866.338.1296 
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

" Purchase 
^ Refinances 
' Cashouts 

Investment Properties 
100% Financing 

- FHA/VA 

COMPLIMENTARY ^ '̂ . 
SAME DAY APPROVALS m ^^^^^ 

Al! C r e d i t T > p e s W e l c o m e . 

119 W. Vi rg in ia St., Ste. 202 w u w . c h a m p i o n n i r t g . o r ^ 

O 1 L 

m • 1 

FAIR PRICE OFFER 
For Oil and/or Gas Buying 

Small "NET" Revenue Interest 

FaxInformationTo: 972-881-1646 

Call Voice Mail: 972-606-3891 (Leaw Message) 

P S Y C H I C 

PSYCHIC BRENDA TERRY 

* SPECIAL - 2 for 1 
^ll-Al'i'l^'i^ • EAST PLANO 

Professional Reading for Over 
"Twenty Five Year^" 

Available for Private & Corporate Parties 
•Special linds - 10-12-0(i 
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2006 Mickey Leland Profiles Of Courage Banquet 
By: Evelyn Mart in-Anderson 
VUlafEer Repor ter 

" The Texas Coalition of Black 
Democrats hosted the 2006 
Mickey Leland Profiles of 
Courage Banquet at the Austin 
Hilton Airport on Saturday, 
October 14. 

"Empowering Our 
Communities Through Voter 
Registration, Education, and 
Participation" was the theme 
for the evening. 

Since its inception in 1979, 
the Texas Coalition of Black 
Democrats (TCBD) has tried 
to stay true to its motto: 
"Rising to meet the challenges 
of tomorrow!" Its mission is to 
(1) encourage African 
Americans to 

become active in govern
mental affairs; (2) facilitate 
African American presence 
within the Democratic Partyj 
(3) increase membership in the 
Coalition of Black Democrats; 
(4) make voters aware of polit
ical issues and candidates; (5) 
encourage the government to 
respond to public needs; (6) 
perpetuate the ideals and prin
ciples of the Democratic Party; 
and (7) promote and facilitate 
economic development and 
political participation in the 
Black American communities 
in Texas. 

Mickey Leland, for whom the 
award is named, served as the 
U.S. Representative from the 
18th District of Texas from 
1979 to 1989. He died August 
7,1989 on a mission of mercy to 
a refugee camp in Gambela, 
Ethiopia. 

His t ^ u r e in Congress was 

marked by his devotion to issues 
of hunger both at home and 
abroad, homelessness and 
health. Nationally he was influ
ential in creating the National 
Commission on Infant 
Mortality. 

Internationally he generated 
public support for the Afiica 

Famine Relief and Recovery Act 
of 1985. 

The Honorable Lora 
Livingston, 261st District 
Judge, Presiding was the mis
tress of ceremonies. Judge 
Richard Scott gave words of 
welcome. Music was provided 
by Willetle Wallace and Dwayne 

Jackson. 

The highlight of the 
evening however was the 
presentation of the 2006 
Mickey Leland Profiles of 
Courage awards. This 
year's recipients were U.S. 
House of Representatives 
Al Green from the 9th 
Congressional District; 
Sheila Jackson Lee from the 

^ I8th Congressional 

Z District; and Eddie Bernice 
Johnson from the 30th 
Congressional District. 

Former representatives 
from the 18th 
Congressional District, 
Craig Washington, Mickey 

Leland, and Barbara Jordan 
were also honored. 

Mickey Leland's widow 
Alison Leland accepted his 
award. Rep. Al Green praised 
Alison Leland as being a friend 
to those who were the "least, 
last, and lost." 

Judge Harriett Murphy 

accepted Barbara Jordan's 
award. 
t In 1966 Barbara Jordan 
became the first Black person 
since 1883 to serve in the Texas 
Senate. She went on to be elect
ed to the Texas Senate in 1968. 
In 1972 she was elected to rep
resent Houston's 18th 
Congressional District in the 
House of Representatives. 

While serving in the House, 
Jordan addressed civil rights 
issues and voted in 1975 to 
extend the Voting Rights Act of 
1965 for 10 years. In July 1976 
Jordan became the first Black 
person and first woman deliver a 
keynote address to the 
Democratic National 

Convention. Upon her retire
ment from Congress, Jordan 
became a professor at the 
Lyndon B. Johnson School of 

Public Affairs at the 
University of Texas in Austin. 
President Bill Clinton awarded 
Jordan the Medal of Freedom, 
the highest civilian award in 
August 1994. 

Jordan passed away on 
January 17, 1996. Craig 
Washington was present to 
receive his award. Washington 
was elected to Mickey Leland's 
seat upon the latter's tragic 
death. Washington was known 

If You D o Only One Th ing for Your Family This M o n t h . . . 
. . . M a k e Sure They are Protected in case of an Emergency. 

Resland 
To help you take care of this important 
responsibility, we are offering a FREE 
Simplicity Planner preplanning guide. 

CaU 972-238-7111 today! 

THE 
SIMPLICITY 

PLAN* 

(Don't wait until it's too late to make your final wishes known) 

S c h o o l s are s t a r t i n g ; s t u d e n t s a r e c o l l e g e - b o u n d , a n d p e o p l e a r e j o i n i n g t h e w o r k f o r c e . We w i s h y o u 
g o o d h e a l t h a n d p r o s p e r i t y . N o w d o " T h e S i m p l i c i t y P l a n " for f a m i l y s e c u r i t y a n d p e a c e o f m i n d . 

for his support of civil rights 
and civil liberties. 

He fought for the increased 
participation of women and 
minorities within the political 
process. Judge Lora Livingston 
and Judge Richard Scott were 
the presenters. 

U.S. Representative Emanuel 
Cleaver, II was unable to deliv
er the keynote address as he was 
giving the eulogy for Negro 
League baseball player Buck 

O'Neil. 
Morris L. Overstreetj the 

President of the Texas 
Coalition of Black Democrats 
delivered closing remarks. He 
spoke about it being necessary 
for people to be "stepping 
stones" rather than "stumbling 
blocks" in life. Which one a 
person was would only be 
revealed in time. The banquet 
was sponsored by the Austin 
Area Urban Leagiic. 

Past and present congressional members were presented awards last 
toeek at the 2006 Mickey Leland banquet: left to right are Judge Harriet 
Murphy (accepted award for the late Congresswoman Barbara Jordan). 

Craig ^Aishington, Sheila Jackson Lee, Allison Leland, widow of 
Congressman Leland, Eddie Bernice Johnson andAl Green. 

Photo By: Evelyn Martin Anderson 

IF YOU'RE NOT AT YOUR 
LAST JOB, YOUR 401(K) SHOULDN'T BE EITHER. 

To see why it 
makes sense to 
roll your 401(k) 
to Edward Jones, 
call today* 

txiwardjones 

Marcia Donaldson 
investment Representative 

972-542-1530 
www.«dw>rd)on*s .com 
Uemoe' Slf'C 

MAKIMG SENSE Of INVESTING 

VOTE YES! FOR THE 2006 DALLAS BOND PACKAGE 

Super Sunday 
October 29*^ 

S u p e r S u n d a y 
P O L L I N G P L A C E S 

Martin Luther King Jr. Center 
' 2922 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Samueil Grand Recreation Center 
6200 E. Grand Ave. 

Oak Cliff Sub-Courthouse 
410 5.Beckiey 

or visit datcoelections.org for more 
early voting locations 

DISCOUNT o n Super Sunday at: 
South Dallas Cafe • Sweet Georgia Brown • Two Podners 

for cinyone with an "I Voted" sticker 

The $135 billion bond package Is the 

largest in the history of Dallas. MORE THAN 

HALF is targeted toward construction and 

renovations South of the Trinity River. 

Vote YES! It's Our Future. 

A "YES" VOTE WILL: 
• Fund construction in the Southern Sector 

• Create more jobs 

• Improve public safety 

• Provide more opportunities for our businesses 

• Revitalize our neighborhoods 

• Refurbish parks and libraries 
For detailed Information visit www.dalIasbondcampaign.com 

Early voting runs October 23 - November 3 
Election Day is November 7 

Political advertisement paid for by Vote Yes! It's Our Future 
Ronald G. Steinhart. Treasurer 
3232 McKinney Ave., #855. Dallas, TX 75204 

• • i H u t 
Vote Yes! 
IT'S OUR FUTURE 
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E m a i l Enter ta inment 
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African Films Find Audience In Hollywood 
AP 

has 

The tide of the latest film out 
of Africa - "Catch a Fire" -
might describe what's happen
ing with cinema on the conti
nent. 

African moviemaking 
caught a fire. International 
filmmakers have found sto
ries they want to tell there. 
Hollywood has taken an 
interest in serious films set 
in Afiica. 

Homegrown produc
tions from Africa are start
ing to find an audience and 
acclaim worldwide, includ
ing last year's "Tsotsi," a 
South African drama that 
was only the third film forest Whitaker. 

from the continent - and the 
first in nearly 30 years- to win 
the Academy Award for best 
foreign-language film. 

"Tsotsi" arrived amid the 
critical and commercial success 
of such films as "Hotel 
Rwanda" and "The Constant 
Gardener," African stories 

"Hotel Rwanda" earned Oscar 
nominations for Don Cheadle 
and Sophie Okonedo , "The 
Constant Gardener" won the 
supporting-actress Oscar for 
Rachel Weisz, and other produc
tions set in Afiica have drawn 

The Last King of Scotland 

made by overseas filmmakers. 

major stars, such as Samuel L. 
Jackson and Juliette Binoche in 
John Boorman 's "In My 
Country." 

"I think the world is turning its 
attention to Africa, postcolonial 
Africa. It's a great source of con
flict, and conflict is what makes 
drama, and drama attracts story
tellers and filmmakers," said 

Australian director Phillip 
Noyce, whose "Catch a Fire" 
stars Derek Luke and Tim 
Robbins in the real-life story of 
a black family man who rebels 
against South Africa's apartheid 
regime in the 1980s. "Maybe 

these stories were always 
bubbling up under the 
surface. Suddenly, the 
success of one film 
allowed those with the 
power to greenlight films 
to say yes with some con
fidence." 

"Catch a Fire," opening 
Friday, follows the Idi 
Amin drama "The Last 
King of Scotland," which 
debuted in late September 

to good reviews and big audi
ences in limited release. 

"The Last King of Scotiand" 
also has caught Oscar buzz for 
Forest Whitaker , who plays 
Amin in a fictionalized story of 
the Ugandan dictator's dark 
relationship with a Scottish doc
tor who becomes his personal 
physician. 

Eva Pigford To Host Her 
Own Model-Related Show 

America's Next Top Model 
winner, Eva Pigford, didn't 
waste any time before follow
ing in her mentor Tyra Banks' 
footsteps. Pigford is set to 
host her very own model real

ity show that promises to take 
the makeover genre to a new 
level. 

My Model Looks Better 
Than Your Model features three 
contestants who are assigned a 
weekly fashion theme, which 
they need to execute on profes
sional models with their per
sonal style and taste, as well as 
help from fashion industry best 
in clothes, makeup artists., and 
hairstylists. 

They also get the opportuni
ty to direct a fashion photo 
shoto with professional pho
tographer Gariield Hail. Th« 
fmal product is analyzed by a 

team of knowledgeable judges, 
who determine who's got the 
winning sense of style and who 
gets the grand prize. 

Judges include noted photog
rapher Ezequiel De La Rosa, 
Trace Fashion Editor Daphane 
Devallie, Former Vibe Fashion 
Editor-at-Large Beverly Smith, 
Stylists Alexander Allen, Phillip 
Bloch and Misa Hylton-
Brimm, former Beauty Editor 
for Suede and Honey Mia 
Stokes, and best-selling author 
Lloyd Boston. 

My Model premieres 
November 1st, at lOpm E S T 
on BET-J. 

Local Artists Angela Blair And 
Bobby Sparks Together In Concert 
Corsicana Native SpaHis 

Awarded Key To The City 
By: AJ Narasimhan 
Local musical guru Bobby 

Sparks tore the roof off Napoli's 
restaurant Saturday night, 
accompanied by one of the ris
ing stars in the gospel vocal 
industry, Angela Blair. 

Sparks, the Corsicana native, 
brought his small ensemble to 
downtown and fi-om the first 
melodic improvisation until the 
last note, had the audience eat
ing out of the palm of his hand. 

The evening, aptly named 
"Couples Night Out," was put 
on by Single Believers 
Ministries and achieved 
tremendous success. All of the 
proceeds from the ticket sales 
went to a scholarship fund for 
single parents to send their chil
dren to Navarro College. 

Audience members applaud

ed loudly for the hometown boy 
as he created magic on the key
board while his band mates fol
lowed his lead. 

Margaret Evans 
and Cathy Douglas 
read a proclamation 
from Mayor C.L. 
"Buster" Brown 
announcing Sat. 
Oct. 14 as Bobby 
Sparks Day The 
duo then presented 
Blair with a key to 
the city. 

"Wow, I don't 
even have a key to 
my own house," the 
singer jokingly 
replied. 

From the moment Blair went 
on stage, she commanded the 
respect of the audience. Mixing a 
linle bit of comedy, a whole lot of 
soul and a wonderful display of 

showmanship, Blair made her 
presence known right off the bat. 

For many residents, the 
opportunity to see live jazz in 

the city was a treat. To see two 
legends in the making unity so 
many different people was "All 
about love," which incidentally 
was Blair's title from her sound
track. 

RsFMANTj CENTER 

Irvin Mayfidd and the 
New Orieans Jazz Orchestra 

Friday, October 27, SKX) PM 
Come and rejoice in New Orleans: Then and Now, the 2006 tour of 

the Giltiiral Ambassador for the City of New Orleans and the State of Louisiana, 

Irvin Mayfield and the New Orieans Jazz Orchestra 

< ^ 
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Jay-Z, ESPN Team For Boxing Series: 
Plus, Mogul Joins Anheuser-Busch As 

Co-Brand Director For Budweiser Select 
Continuing to expand his 

business interests, Shawn "Jay-
Z" Carter has teamed with 
ESPN to produce a boxing-
themed television series, and 
will join forces with Anheuser-
Busch to help set up strategic 
marketing programs and cre
ative ad development for the 
brand Budweiser Select. 

The Def Jam President has 
hooked up with ESPN 
Original Entertainment to cre
ate the scripted series "Hit 
Men," which will follow the 
fictional lives of struggling ath
letes who train at The Hit Men 
Boxing Club, a gym run by 
former boxer Frank Cerrones. 

Executive produced by Jay-Z 
and Def Jam, the pilot episode 
was written by John 
Eisendrath ("Beverly Hills, 
90210," "Playmakers") and 
will begin filn--ng the first 
week of December in 
Louisiana. 

Meanwhile, Jay-Z has just 
been named a co-brand direc
tor for Anheuser-Busch's 
Budweiser Select, a position 
that calls for the artist to par
ticipate in planning sessions 
and provide his unique take on 
various ways to promote the 
product. 

This deal marks the first 
time Anheuser-Busch has 
signed a celebrity to actively 
participate in the development 
of one of its beer brands. 

"Collaborating with Jay-Z on 
marketing our Budweiser 
Select brand presents an 
opportunity to work with one 
of the world's great entrepre
neurs and draws upon his 
expertise with pop culture, 
mu^ic and business," said 

Marlene Coulis, vice president 
of Brand Management, 
Anheuser-Busch, Inc. "His 
approach to reaching people in 
creative, groundbreaking ways 
that transcend cultural bound
aries makes this alliance par
ticularly exciting." 

Speaking of alcoholic bever
ages, Jay-Z is actively endors
ing another high-end cham
pagne in the wake of his boy
cott of Cristal. In the lyrics as 
well as the video for his new 
single "Show Me What You 
Got," the rapper pushes the 
French brand Armand De 
Brignac. 

Allhiphop.com reports that 
the company's President/CEO 
Brett Berish says the cham
pagne house has not entered 
into any contractual agree
ment with Jay-Z to endorse the 
brand, but the free exposure is 

more than welcomed. 
"Jay-Z has always demon

strated the highest standards 
and finest taste, and we're 
honored to see Armand make 
an appearance in 'Show Me 
What You Got,'" Berish said. 
"Armand's unmatched taste 
and package are a perfect fit 
for the video." 

True Praize 

•» -t Presents... 
A Worship Experience 
Featuring local choirs and artists from the Dallas Ft. Worth Metropln 

November 4**' 6:30pni 
At Shiioh Missionary 

Bapti&t Church 
902 M'*" St. Piano. TX 75093 

For mure inrormcrion p i f i w call 
(972)786- l7Wor^ iac-mt i l 
maximplanoS^yarioo com 

True Praize 
P.O. Box lO.V Frisco, Tcias 75«.W 

ON'flCE 
PRODUCED EY FELD ENT(RTA I N M I N T 

.y 

Ws^-

trs MONSTERRfFfC... YOU WON'TBni£V£ YOUR £Y£f 

NOV. 
16- 19 reunion arena 

Thu. NOV. 16 • 7:30 PM 
OPENING NIGHT - TICKETS $101 

(Exdudw Rtnktide ond VIP teotj No double diicounK,} 
Mp*I«>IMi»fsi i%* 

For full show schec^uie and to buy Hckets, visit ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ . d i s n e y o n i c e . C O I T I 
tkketmaster Ticket Centers includ ing Fiesta, Macy's, Tower Records, 

FYE and Wherehouse Music, Arena Box Office or call 

(214) 3 7 3 - 8 0 0 0 Dallas 
(972) 6 4 7 - 5 7 0 0 Metro 

Groupi (2U| 665-4269 

'D.w*y/Pwar 

Minority Opportunity News - lite Gazette • October 26 - November 0 / , 2006 • Page 7 

http://Allhiphop.com


/ 
/ 

Black Panthers Reunite 40 Years Later 
AP 
The Black Panther Party 

officially existed for just 16 
years, but its reach has 
endured far longer. 

Co-founder Bobby Seale 
never expected to be around 
to see that reach 40 years 
later. 

"A lot of times I thought I 
would be dead," he says. 

Seale and other former 
members will commemorate 
the party's founding when 
they reunite in Oakland this 
weekend. They plan a mix of 
events, including workshops 
on topics ranging from 
Hurricane Katrina to ethnic 
studies in higher education, 
as well as presentations on 
party history. 

"Grass roots, community, 
programmatic organizing for 
the purpose of evolving polit
ical, electoral, community 
empowerment," Seale says. 
"This was my kind of revolu
tion. This was what I was 
after." 

The Panthers were born 
Oct. 22, 1966, the night 
Seale and Huey Newton 
completed the party's 10-

point program and platform. 
At the time, Newton was a law 
student and Seale was work
ing for the Oakland 
Depar tment of Human 
Resources as a community 
liaison. 

When they were finished, 
they flipped a silver dollar to 
see who would be chairman. 
Seale called heads. Heads it 
was. 

Later, when he saw Newton 
looking sharp in a black 
leather jacket, he decided that 
members should wear some
thing similar as a kind of uni
form. They added berets after 
watching a movie about the 
French resistance in World 
War II. 

The Panthers' most contro
versial accessories were the 
then-legal weapons they car
ried when they began moni
toring police activity in pre
dominantly black neighbor
hoods. 

In 1967, as state legislators 
were considering gun restric
tions that eventually passed, 
armed Panthers showed up at 
the state Capitol in protest, 
grabbing national attention. 

The militant approach, 
which frightened many white 
Americans, set the Panthers 
apart from other activist 
groups. 

Former Black Panther Party national chairman 
Bobby Seale holds a February 1967photo at hia 

home in Oakland, Calif., Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2006, 
of himself, left, luearing a Colt .45, and his Black 
Panther co-founder Huey Newton, right, tvith a 
bandoleer and shotgun in Oakland. The Black 

Panther Party officially existed for just 16years. 
Seale never expected to see the 40th anniversary of 

the Black Panther Party. Seale and other party 
members are to commemorate the anniversary 

when they reunite in Oakland this week. 
(AP PhotolPaul Sakuma) 

"They filled a critical kind of 
void in the civil rights strug
gle," says Charles E. Jones, 
chairman of the Department 
of African-American Studies 

at Georgia State University. 
"At a time when folks began to 
reassess the utility of nonvio
lence and turning the other 
cheek, the Black Panther Party 

offered an alterna
tive." 

The Panthers 
are often remem
bered for gun 
fights with police 
that left casualties 
on both sides. 

Still, former 
members point 
out that they were 
about more than 
guns. They ran 
breakfast pro
grams for chil
dren, set up free 
health clinics, and 
arranged security 
escorts for the 
elderly and testing 
for sickle cell ane
mia _ along with 
holding their 

police conduct 
review boards. 

At its high point, the party 
had about 5,000 members 
across the country, Seale says. 

Looking back, he still thinks 

Masons* Struggle With Racial Separation Comes To Light 
AP 
The Masons, the storied fra

ternal order whose members 
have included Mozart, George 
Washington and John Wayne, 
has become entwined across the 
Deep South with the remnants 
of another tradition in these 
parts: Strict segregation. 

Nationwide, Masonic groups 
operate in a separate-but-sup-
posedly-equal system in which 
whites typically join one net
work of Masonic groups, called 
Grand Lodges, and blacks typi
cally join another, called Prince 
Hall. 

But in the South, it goes fur
ther: White-controUed Grand 
Lodges in 12 Southern states do 
not even officially recognize 
black Masons as their brothers -
- the Masonic term is "mutual 
recognition" — and in some 
cases, black lodges have taken 
similar stands. 

Masons have quietly debated 
race relations for years, and the 
issue is increasingly coming into 
public view. 

In Alabama, some dissident 
whites have split from the lodge 
system, and Republican Gov. 
Bob Riley's membership in an 
all-white lodge has drawn fire in 
his campaign for a second term. 
In North Carolina, white 
Masons recendy voted down a 
bid to recognize members of the 
black group as fellow Masons. 

"Only the states of the old 
Confederacy, minus Virginia 
and plus West Virginia, don't 

have mutual recognition," said 
Paul Bessel, a Maryland Mason 
who wrote a book on the topic. 
"There are, I'm sorry to say, some 
Masons who are racists. But the 
vast majority don't feel that way." 

Grand Lodges and Prince Hall 
groups coexist with few problems 
and officially recognize each 
other in 38 states and the District 
of Columbia, with members free 
to mingle and attend each other's 
meetings. Frank Chandler, a 

leader of ihc black iMasonic 
group in Delaware, was happy to 
see mutual recognition granted in 
his state last month. 

"The importance of it to me is 
that this is 2006. If we as black 
folks and they as white folks can't 
live together, we're got real prob
lems," said Chandler, a retired 
Delaware state trooper. 

But Bessel said the separation 
in the Deep South is entrenched 
and remains in Alabama, 
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, 

South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas 
and West Virginia. 

It also extends to Shriners, the 
men who wear funny red hats and 
operate a network of 22 charity 
hospitals for children. Shriners 
draw all their members from 
Masonry, and many of their poli
cies are based on Masonic rules, 
Bessel said. 

The Masonic movement, also 
known as Freemasonry, began in 
Enlightenment-area England and 

is known for its white 
aprons and architec
tural symbols. It came 
to the United States 
more than 250 years 
ago. Mainstream 

Masonry was^ con
trolled by whites} so 
blacks began meeting 
at lodges of their own 
in the 1770s; the 
organization that 

resulted was later 
named for one of the 

founders, Prince Hall. 
The all-black lodges flourished 

alongside their white coimter-
parts. White Masons in 
Washington state, briefly consid
ered admitting Prince Hall 
Masons in 1890, Bessel said, but 
the resulting uproar kept most 
such proposals on hold until 
1989, when the Grand Lodge of 
Connecticut passed a resolution 
formally recognizing black 
Masons. 

Since then, 37 other state 
organizations have granted mutu
al recognition. 

In Alabama, where critics say 
Grand Lodge members rejected a 
move to recognize black Masons 
in 1999, a few white Masons have 
formed a group outside the old 
system. 

This fall, white Masons in 
North Carolina refused to grant 
recognition to Prince Hall 
Masons. The vote was 681 for 
recognition and 404 against - just 
short of the two-thirds majority 
required, according to Ric 
Carter, editor of the state's 
Masonic newspaper. Black 
Masons in North Carolina grant
ed recognition of white Masons 
in 2004. 

"Hie whites' refusal to recipro
cate "raises the ugly head of 
racism, segregation, all over 
again," said the leader of Prince 
Hall Masons in North Carolina, 
Milton G. "Toby" Fitch Jr., a state 
judge and former majority leader 
in the North Carolina House. 

T h e best analogy I can give is 
Baptist churches: You have black 
Baptist churches, and you have 
white Baptist churches. But they 
both recognize each other as 
being Baptist. We are talking 
about accepting the fact that 'you 
practice Masonry and I practice 
Masonry.'" 

The head of Prince Hall 
Masons in Arkansas, Cleveland 
Wilson, said neither black nor 
white groups there have dis
cussed mutual recognition. 
Extending Masonic brotherfiood 
would be nice, he said, "but we're 
fine without them." 

DCHHS Fhi Shots Page 1 

ing of long-term medical prob
lems like heart disease or asth
ma, encephalopathy, and other 
bacterial infections, including 
sinus and ear infections. In 
some cases, these complica
tions can lead to death. TTie 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention recommends 
children 6 months of age to 
age 5 receive the flu vaccine. 
Those receiving it the first time 
need two doses four weeks 
apart 

D C H H S has experienced 
shipping delays in receiving the 
15,000 doses of adult flu vac
cine ordered earlier this year. 
"We continue to receive 
reports of shipment delays not 
only from across the State but 

from across the nation," 
Thompson said. DCHHS was 
forced to close its clinic half a 
day last week when the available 
doses of adult vaccine had run 
out. DCHHS has aggressively 
sought alternative sources, 
including purchasing vaccine 
from third-party vendors, in 
order to have a supply of adult 
flu vaccine on had. "These con
tinued delays are simply unac
ceptable in a year where we were 
promised ample supplies of the 
vaccine," Thompson continues. 
"We continue our vigilance in 
securing doses of flu vaccine in 
order to protect the health of 
the citizens of Dallas County," 
Thompson concluded. 

"Flu shots offer the best pro
tection against seasonal influen

za," said Dr. John Carlo, 
DCHHS Medical Director. 
"We encourage people to come 
in early and get flu shots for 
themselves, their children and 
elderly family members," Carlo 
continued. DCHHS encour
ages everyone to help reduc4the 
risk of transmission of influenza 
by staying home when you are 
sick (and keeping children home 
when they are sick); avoiding 
close contact with those who are 
sick; covering your mouth and 
nose when you cough and 
sneeze; frequent hand washing; 
and avoiding touching your 
nose and mouth. 

DCHHS has seen an average 
of 250 persons a day since they 
began administering flu shots 
three weeks ago and has admin

istered more the 3,200 adult 
doses to date. DCHHS offers 
flu shots from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Monday through Friday on the 
first floor of the DCHHS build
ing, 2377 N. Stemmons 
Freeway, Dallas, TX 75207. 
The Children's Inununization 
Clinic is open until 6 p.m. 
Wednesdays. The cost is $20 for 
adults and $10 for children on 
their first visit, S5 for children 
who have previously visited the 
clinic. Shots are free for adults 
with Medicare and children 
with Medicaid. No appointment 
is necessary. For more informa
tion, call 214-819-2163 for 
information on adult flu shots 
or 214-819-2162 for informa
tion on infant and children's 
immimizations. 
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reached 18 years of age as of 
the date of the exam and not 
have reached 36 years of age as 
of the date of appointment. 

Applicants must be able to 
prove their legal eligibility to 
work and must be able to read, 
write and speak the English 
language. 

All applicants for beginning 
positions in the Piano Fire 
Department shall possess and 
provide the following educa
tional credentials at the time of 

registration for an entrance 
examination: A high school 
diploma or GED; a college tran
script indicating the completion 
of a minimum of thirty semester 
hours of college credit from a 
college or imiversity accredited 
by a national college accrediting 
agency; current certification as a 
"structural fire fighter" by the 
Texas Commission on Fire 
Protection; current certification 
as an E M T by the Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services. 

Applicants must be able to 
perform the essential duties of a 
Fire Rescue Specialist. 

The test will be held 
Saturday, January 6, 2007, Sam 
at the Sockwell Education 
Development Center, 6301 
Chapel Hill Boulevard, Piano. 
Doors will close at Sam with no-
one admitted after Sam. 

To request registration materi
al contact the Civil Service 24-
hour Hotline at 972-941-7401, 
enter 6227 followed by the " # " 
sign. Leave your name, full 

address, including zip code and 
telephone number. The last day 
registration packets will be 
mailed out is Thursday, 
November 30, 2006. 
Completed registration material 
must be received in the Civil 
Service Office no later than 
5pm, Friday, December 8, 2006. 

To learn more about the test, 
view a listing of eligibility 
requirements and see a video 
demo of the Physical Abilities 
Test, visit www.pIano.gov/ 
departments/fire+department. 

the guns were necessary. A 
year before the Panthers were 
founded, he says, another 
group called Community Alert 
Patrol tried monitoring police 
activity, armed with tape 
recorders, walkie-talkies and 
law books. 

"After a month of them 
doing this, they in effect got 
their law books taken and torn 
up, their tape recorders and 
their walkie-talkies smashed 
up, with billy clubs their heads 
were cracked up and drug 
downtown and locked up," he 
says. 

A number of factors led to 
the Panthers' demise, starting 
with government opposition, 
Jones says. In 1967, the FBI 
launched a counterintelli
gence program against what it 
termed "black hate groups" as 
well as other activists. 

Internal disagreement on 
tactics and leadership weak
ened the party further and, 
"ultimately, people just got 
burned out. It's hard being a 
full-time revolutionary in the 
United States," Jones says. 

Several Panthers were 
arrested on a variety of 

C a r e e r Oonortun i t i e s " 

t-oniaui .Marketing tn adv ;̂rIl̂ .̂• m our 
career opptTtuniiy seciidn 

972-006-7498 Fax or Iiniail copy lor 
quote: Fax: 972-50()-W5S; Hmail; 
<)pporiunuy « monlhega/etic.com 

charges and some still remain 
in jail. 

Seale and others were 
charged with conspiring to 
murder a party member who 
was believed to be a police 
informant, but those charges 
were later dropped. Seale, 
who turns 70 this month, 
moved back to Oakland in 
the 1990s and keeps busy 
with speaking engagements. 

Newton was convicted of 
manslaughter in the 1967 
death of an officer shot when 
police stopped a car Newton 
was driving. That verdict was 
overturned. Newton strug
gled with addiction and was 
shot to death by a drug deal
er in Oakland in 1989. 

Continued interest in the 
Panthers is "a fascinating 
phenomenon," says Jones, 
editor of an anthology, "The 
Black Panther Party 
(Reconsidered)." For him it 
comes down to "a certain 
kind of boldness. It really 
stems from their community 
organizing, their commit
ment to serving not only 
black folks but all oppressed 
people." 

CITY OF 
PLANO, TEXAS 

Piano 

w: 
POLICE HOTLINE 
(972) 9 4 1 - 7 2 9 9 

FIRE HOTLINE 
( 9 7 2 ) 9 4 1 - 7 4 0 2 

24 HOUR 
CAREER INFORMATION HOTLINE 

(972) 941-7116 
Home Page: www.ptano-BOv 

FAX (972) 941-7239 P AArEOE/ADA J 

Looking for a job as a fire fight
er, emt, or paramedic? The 
Denton Fire Department is look
ing for qualified, motivated indi
viduals to join our highly trained 
group of professionals. We will 
open the application process dur
ing the month of October, online 
at dentonfire.com, and City of 
Denton Human Resources locat
ed at 601 E. Hickory. The written 
test will be administered on 
January 20, 2007. Applicants 
must have a valid drivers license; 
possess a high school diploma or 
equivalent; and be physically able 
to perform the duties of the fire 
fighter position. Applicants must 
be able to communicate effective
ly orally and in wxiting. Applicant 
must not have reached your 36th 
birthday on the date the exam is 
administered. 

$ 1 0 — $ 1 2 I>er Hour 
Seeking An Enei^etic, Telephone Advertising Sales Pro For 

Classified and Small Business Accounts. 

Must have: Experience, Sales Skills, 
Good People Skills, the Ability to Close. 

Part-Time (aprox. 20 hrs per week). 
Hourly pay + Commission + Bonuses 

Call: 972-606-3891 voicemail Fax or Email resume to Fax: 469-366-7473 
Email: publisher^ montfaegazette.com 

IRVING 
DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING 
AND REWARDING CAREER? 

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER! 

• Competitive wages 
• Array of benefits 
• Education incentive pay 
« . . . and more 

SIGN UP TO TAKE 
THE CIV/ OF IRVINO'S NEXT 

a v i L SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM. 
CAa (972) 721-2532 TO REGISTER. 

The City of Irving does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, reli
gion, age. or disability in employment or the provision of services. 

www.ci. irving. tx. us 

TISEO PAVING COMPANY 
419 E. Hwy. 80, Mesquite, TX 75150 

Tel: (972) 289-0723 Fax: (972) 216-5637 
www.tiseopaving.com 

Performing Concrete Street 
Paving in the Metroplex Area 

We Accept Subcontracting Bids For All 
Public Works Project in the Dallas Area 

We Are Accepting Applications for 
Concrete Mixer Drivers and Heavy 

Equipment Mechanics 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Church News 
Generations Weaker And Wireless 

JTtis is sotnetking that you 
might -want to ponder. 

By: Esther Davis, UPI 
Is a gap a break in continuity? 

Is a generat ion to progress of 
regress? Just think abut it. 
Sixty (60) year ago was 
1946. The re was no televi
sion, penicillin, polio shots, 
frozen foods, Xerox, con
tact lenses or Frisbees. 

T h e r e was no pill, no 
credit cards, laser beams or 
ball point pens . M a n had 
no t placed on the market 
air condit ioners, pantyhose, 
dishwashers or clothes dry
ers. Clothes were hung out 
t o d ry in the fresh air. 
Software and identify theft 
did not exist. M a n had no t 
walked on the m o o n and 
peop le got mar r i ed first 
then lived together. Jails 
existed for Saturday night 
d r u n k s w h o sobered u p on 
Simdays and re turned to work on 
Monday. 

Ninety-n ine percent of every 
family had a father and a mother. 
Houses were built with no bars or 
alarm systems. Girls were escort
ed after dark by family members ; 
boys wore belts and enlisted in the 
military. Unt i l 2 5 , every m a n 
older was called 'Sir.' The re were 
no daycare centers, g roup therapy, 
computer dating, dual careers or 
gay rights. Lives were governed by 
the Ten C o m m a n d m e n t s , good 
c o m m o n sense and sound judg
ment . 

T h e difference between right 

someone was very u n c o m m o n and 
you were to s tand up and take 
responsibility for your actions. T h e 
therapist, psychiatrist, t ime out and 
psychic were all wrapped uncere
moniously a round your bo t tom with 
a non-pardsan belt as often as need
ed. N o child left behind. 

Serving our coimtr>' was a privi
lege. Living in this country was a 
b i ^ e r privilege. Working in this 

and wrong was taught . Lying to 

Picture ofTheWeek 
(L to R): Rachael Letvis, Honoree and 

Janice Manous, Presenter. Ms. Lewis loas recently 
honored cis an Outstanding Teacher in the 

Carrollton-Farrners Branch area for 2006 by 
Christ Community Connection (CCC) 

country was an honor . You see, we 
live in the land of the free only 
because of the brave. 

Fast food was what people ate 
during Lent . Having a meaningful 
re la t ionship mean t get t ing along 
with your count ry cousins. T i m e 
sharing mean t t ime the family spent 
together in the evenings playing 
checkers, dominos and Old Maid . 
F M radios, tape decks, C D ' s , ipods, 
video games, electric typewriters or 
guys wearing earrings were unth ink
able. T h e t e rm making out referred 
to how you did on your school 
exam. Penmanship was a work of 
art. 

Ins tant coffee, ins tant mashed 
po ta toes a n d microwaves were 

u n h e a r d of. Fa t was a word 
reserved for the farmer's pigs. Ice 
cream, phone calls, rides on a bus 
and Red Soda was all a nickel. A 
nickel was a powerful p iece of 
money. You could mail one letter 
and two postcards. 

But , you say, sixty (60) years ago 
was such a long t ime ago. A 
Chevro le t was abou t 8 6 0 0 and 
m a d e in the USA. Gas was 11 

cents a gallon. " G r a s s " 
was mowed. " C o k e " was a 
cold drink. " P o t " was 
someth ing your m o t h e r 
cooked in and "Aids" were 
helpers in the principal 's 
office. 

" Ro ck M u s i c " was 
Granny's rocking chair on a 
polished ha rdwood floor. 
" R a p " was beaten by the 
mafia. T h e shocking t rue 
conclusion is that the last 
people to actually believe 
that its takes a woman and 
a m a n to love, have and 
raise a baby was born gen
erations ago. Pretty scary? 
P re t ty sad? Pre t ty 

Wonderful? Progress? 

Regress? Wha t is your pleasure? 
T h e op t imum word here is think . . 
. this was all such a lifetime ago. 
But, tell me what you are really 
thinking about now? 

Ester Davis is a ivriter and a 
television hostlproducer. Reach 
her at host@esterdavis.com. 

Email: religion@monthegazette.com 

Office; 972-516-4191 

Voice Mail: 972-606-3878 

Fax: 972-516-4197 

Lei MON-The Gazette help your 
church accomplish the Prayer of Jabez, 
"Etdarge our terriiory_ to expand opportuni
ties that may impact in such a way thai uie 
touch more lives for God's glory. Let us do 
more for Him." 

Church Happenings 

Moving Hall Page I 

If you or your organization 
would like to volunteer, call 
972-205-2884. Leave your 
contact information on the vol
unteer voice mail. The volun
teer coordinator will call to 
schedule training and shifts. 

The Moving Wall allows peo
ple to experience the memorial 

within their own community. 
Visiting the wall is a very emo
tional experience, even for peo
ple who don't personally know 
someone who died in Vietnam. 

"The Moving Wall" is the half-
size replica of the Washington, 
DC Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
and has been touring the coim-
try for almost twenty years. 

John, Norris Shears, Gerry 
Haver, and other Vietnam veter
an volimteers built The Moving 
Wall. It went on display for the 
first time in Tyler, Texas in 
October of 1984.Two structures 
of The Moving Wall now travel 
the USA from April through 
November, spending about a 
week at each site. 

(^ClMMUNirVWORLD 
O i r m i l A n H tNTEttNATlQNAL 

October 26 &27, 7i30pm 
Join us and our Overseer L. Tarpley 

tonight and Prophetess Michelle Rice 
from Houston tomorrow. 

OcU^>*r2^9am 

Register for our "Faith On The Move" 
seminar. Classes for: Young Ladies (8-
22), "Overcoming Conformity;" Single 
Ladies, "Strength to Hold On;" Single 
Again, "Strength to Overcome Myself;" 
Married, Strength to Endure in the 21st 
Century." Speaker will be Pastor T o r ^ 
Adams from Ft. Worth. 

Oct^er3»,4pm 
You are invited to worship with us; 

speaker, Pastor Yvonne Bennett, The 
Life Center in Irving. 

The above events will be % Greater 
Mount Moriah Baptist Church, 510 N. 
Rice Street, Ewrman, TX 76140 with 
I ^ i o r D. Flt^d and his congr^ation. 

OctplierSI, 7pm 

Fellowship of Believers Youth 
Department presents "Hallelujah N i ^ t " 
@ CWOIM, featuring the Musical Play 
"Heaven or Hell." Churches and their 
youths are invited. For more info contaa 
Bishop Crasvford @ 214498-1128 

Commimity World Outreach 
International Ministries (CWOIM) 
Pastor L. Tarpley, Overseer 
526 Conq>ton Avenue 
Irving.TX 75061 
972-986-5552 

r M U R C H O F A T J J ^ 

Navettdrtr S, 3 pm 
Come to our Annual Usher Day. 

Guests will be Pastor Calvin Berkley from 
Forest Avenue Baptist Church and his 
congregation. 

Novat^terIS, I0am-2fm 
You are invited to a Christian 

Finance Meeting on Budgeting, Credit 
Repair & Restoration, First Time Home 
Buying, and Investments/Retirement 
Planning; lunch will be served. "But my 
God shall supply all your needs . . ." 
Philippians 4:19. To RSVP and more 
information call 972-359-9956. 

Fellowship Baptist Church of Allen 
Rev.W.L. Sta£ford, Sr., M,Div. 
Senior Pastor 
200 Belmont Drive 
AUcn,TX 7S013 
972-359-9956 

BAPTIST C H U R C H 
OcKbtr^ 10 am to 2pm 

Women of the West Ministry (VCOW) is 
hosting a FREE "celebrating Life" Ladies' 
Brunch featuring KeUy Price and Rev. Dr. 
ClaudeUe Copeland of the New Creation 
Christian Fellowship Church in San 

Church Directory 

T'empU ofTaitfi Christian Cfiape( C.'M,^. CHurcfi 

"Where Jesus is the Main Attraction" 
Sunday Worship Experience - 8:00 am & 10:45 am 

Wednesday Bible Study -12:00 Noon & 7:00 pm 

14120 Noel R o a d • Dal las , T X 75254 
972-239-1120 (Office) • 972-239-5925 (Fax) 

templeofraith_cnie(a)sbcglobal.net (Email) 

Healthv Bc}!inniii<is Cliiltl UcM'Iopnuni O n k i - 972-404-1412 

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALLEN 
Pas tor W.L. Stafford Sr., M.Div 

"A Ministry that is on the Move/or Christ" 

Come cjcperience the Worship Atmosphere at Fellowship, you will never be the l amc . 

200 Belinont Drive • Allen, Texas • 75013 
Phone 972-359-9956 • www.fbcofallen.org 

•If you need a ride to worship with us . please call the church . 

Faithway Fellowship 
Baptist Church 

Of Hamilton Park 
8 2 i g B u n c h e D r . Dallas, TX 75243 

Church Office: (972) 792-0239 
Pastor 's Office: (972) 792-0240 

Service Times 
Sunday School: 9:45AM 
Morning Worship 11:00AM 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00PM 

PKOIM.F. O l I A l l H \ V H H A M I N I ) K ) W O R K 

St. Luke A.M.E. Church (aka ~ SLAME) 
"Where we slam dunk the devil and serve up Jesus" 

521 W. Avenue E Gar l and , TX 75040 972.487.9703 

Email: slamechurch@aoLcom 

Tliesday 
7:ISp.ra-BlblrSliidf 

Sunday 
8:45 a.m. Cburch Schiral 

9:4$ •.m. Pnitr & VVunhlp 
10:15 •.ID. \^anhip ttptrkncc 

Tharsday 
7:00 p.m. Choir Hehrirnl 

Wednesday 
6:30 p.m. Prnytr Strykt 
T:DO pan. Clmrch School 

Reverend Char les E. Frankl in . Pastor 

Aruonio. The SIO meal is optional; pur
chase at regisiiaQon. For more info call 
Rev. Regina King % 972-228-7217 

Friendship-West Baptist Church 
Dr. Frederick D. Haynes, III 
Senior Pastor 
2020W.Wheatland Road 
Dallas,TX 75232 
972-228-5200 

Novembers, 4pm 
The Rano African American Museum 

will host its First Annual Gospel Fest (« 
First UMC of Piano, 3160 E. Spring 
Creek Pkwy. Bro.VictorMcCray, Emcee; 
with Rrsi UMC Gospel Choir; Music 
Ministry of Shiloh MBC; and other 
soloists, dioirs, and musicians. Anthony 
Jackson, former Minister of Music for 
North Pail^ CME and Historic New Hope 
MBC. He was the Concen Choir & 
Music Direaor at James Madison H i ^ 
School in Dallas for 21 years, will direct a 
3-day VC'orkshop Choir. 

Come and be blessed in lliis service; all 
proceeds will benefit the Piano African 
American Museum. For more informa
tion contact Pastor Clarence Ford @ 
469-222-9351 or Sis. TJ. Johnson. 

HiU Chapel CME Oiurch 
Rev. (3arence J. Ford, Jr. 
Senior Pastor 
1113 Avenue I 
Plano,TX 75074 
972-423-4090 

October 28, 12 pm 
Our Men's Ministry will hold its annual 

Bar-B-Que Cook-Off fijndraiser. The bar-
beque is prepared by Men of Standard 
members and donations from the futidrais-
er wiU be used to build a new church. 

"Men of Standard" leach leadership, 
responsibility and acts as a role model to 
young men and boys. They provide fellow-
shg} and mentoring programs that assist in 
building character. 

Loving FeUowshq) Bfqnist Church 
Dr. Michad Sneed, Senior Pastor 
602 W. Wheadand Road 
Duncanville.TX 
972-780-0150 

OPERATION OASIS 
Oaober29, 7 pm 

We invite you to our Jazz Fundraiser fea
turing KirkVChalum and Tom Braxton % 
the Eisemann Center, 2351 Performance 
Drive. We are a faith based non-profit 
organization assisting at-risk youth and for-
meiiy incarcerated persons returning to 
society in Dallas and Collin Counties. 
Lynn Briggs of Smooth Ja22 107.5 FM, 
The Oasis, will MC 

For information and tickets please 

contact the Eisemann Center @ 
972-744-4650. 

Operation Oasis 
Juanita Lee, Director 
302 Centennial Blvd. 
Richardson, TX 75081 
972-137-3801 

RESTORATION 
TRIUMPHANT C H U R C H 

November 4, 6^pm attd 
NofemberS, 4.-00pm 

Join us for Pastor's 4th Appreciation. 
Theme: "Faith to Ride The Waves." 
E)q>erience the wave! Refreshments wiD 
be served. 

Please RSVP before October 30ih 
to Sister Marie Thompson @ 
214-321-6674 or 972-202-8975. 

Restoration Triumphant Church 
Elder Mavis Adams, Pastor 
1101 Stonewall 
Garland, TX 75043 
214-321-6674 

TRITFPHAiyF, 

Novendt€r4, 630 pm 
Please join us as we present: "A 

Worship Experience" featuring local 
choirs and artists from the Dallas-Fl. 
Worth Metroplex (ii Shiloh Missionary 
Baptist Church, 902 14th Street, Piano, 
TX 75093. Don't miss tfiis ev«it! We 
will have a "True Praize." 

For more information, please call 
972-786-1783. 

True Praize 
Alicia Jones 
P O. Box 103 
Fr isccTX 75034 
972-786-1783 

WESTSIDE BAPTIST 

CHUBCILiCMSAILLE 
7en»arrM4 October 27 (!' 7pm thru 

Stotday, October 29,2006 
Come to our Singles Conference 

2006. T^eme: "Dead or Alive," 1 John 
5:12. Enjoy "The Set (ttWestside," with 
music and fellowshq); featuring Anthorry 
Evans, Jr., Titus Glenn and Grace. 
Saturday (g; 8:30 am is registration and 
breakfast, followed by educational and 
inspirational sessions to enhance the 
Christian walk as singles. Featured 
speaker is Rev. Marcus King from 
Friendship-VCesl Baptist Church in 
DaUas. 

October 29tb^ 9 am 
The conclusion of Singles Conference 

2006 with Services and a brunch. For 
more information call 972-221-5668. 

Westside Baptist Church 
Rev. K.W. Blake, Senior Pastor 
900 Bellaire Blvd. 
U-wisviUe,TX 75067 
972-221-5668 

Mt. Olive Church of Piano 
740 Avenue F Plono, TX 75074 972-633-5511 

WWW.MOCORORG 

Serving the Piano 
Community for 13 Years 

Sunday Worship 
10:00 am 

Wednesday Night 
7:15 pm 

Tastors Sam St QCma fencercy 

Coll Pastor Sam on: 
"Vision & Truth Live" 

Rodio Broodcast: KWRO 100.7 FM Sundays 9pm - lOpm 

HEAR PASTOR SAM DAILY ON: "TRUTH MADE SIMPLE" 
KGGR 1040 AM MONDAY - FRIDAY @ 5:25pm - 5:30pm 

Dr.UsfcWSmiH 
S„«rPeBKr 

I NORTH DAIUS COMMUNITY BIBLE FELLOWSHIP 

"A Spiritttal Oasis for a Thirsty WforW" Isaiah 55:1 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES: 

8:00 AM • 9:30 AM • 11:30 AM 

9 7 2 - 4 3 7 - 3 4 9 3 
'010-1020 South Shem)cr Street • Riclxirdson, TX 75081 

www.ndcbf-org 

New Mt. Zion Baptist Church of Dallas 
^ ^ d a y S e r v i c e 

Morning Worship 
7:30 am & 10:30 am 

Q-OOam Sunday School 

W e d n e s d a y S e r v i c e 

Prayer Meeting 7:00 pm 
Brotherhood 7:00 p m 

Missions 7:00 pm 

Singles Group 7:00 pm 
RibleStudy 7:45 prn Dr. Robert E . Pr ice, 

Senior Pastor 

A Praying Church Family 
"Watchmen on the Walls" 

214-341-6459 ( P h o n e ) . 214-342-8403 (Fax) 
9550 S h e p a r d R o a d 

D a U a s , T X 75243 

www.nmzb.org (Website) 
• "ewm2bc@aol.co1n (Email) 
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Restland & The Simplicity Plan^^O Are Tlie Pvaial JOOh M/utusnrs Of Our Re/ii^iims Sii iimt 
Please contact this connnunity spouser at 972-2JS-7111 ttr visit their voebsite at zvtviv.ri\\i/um(/ttti*'ni//i4>0ne.i4»tn 

Clay Academy, An International Learning Institution In The Heart Of South 
Dallas, Opens Its Doors To Students As Far As California And Abroad 

K3 - 9th School Features a 
Unique Atmosphere of 
Education and Inspiration for 
Those Striving for Tomorrow's 
Change Leaders 

Unique Amenities Include 
Advanced Technology for All 
Students, Virtual Access Library 
and Instruction Featuring a 
Forum of International 
Educators and Speakers 

Clay Academy, a 70,000 
square-foot, learning institution 
that will attract young people 
from across the country and 
around the world, was officially 
dedicated by the school's 
founder and internationally-
renowned spiritual leader. 
Bishop T.D. Jakes, with the help 
of Laura Miller, Mayor of 
Dallas and Anita Perry, first 
lady of Texas. 

"My mother was an educator 
and strived to empower all of 
her children — those in her 
house and her classroom," said 
Jakes when asked of his inspira
tion behind the innovauve cam
pus. "Clay Academy will be 
unmatched in its dedication to 
superior curriculum and cultur
al framework for diversity in the 
classroom. We strive to attract 

students of purpose who desire to 
become the change leaders of 
tomorrow." 

The focus of Clay Academy is 
to inspire students of purpose 
from across the Metroplex and 
beyond to become tomorrow's 
change leaders today. Through its 
capability of global satellite com
munications, diverse faculty and 
student body and cultural frame
work of education. Clay 
Academy has set itself up as a 

Bishop T.D.Jakes 

learning facility unlike any other. 
Currently a K3-9th grade private 
school. Clay Academy will add a 
grade annually until it holds its 

first graduating class of seniors in 
2010. 

"Years ago, Bishop Jakes told 
me about this vision he had for a 
school where children from 
around the world would come 
together to learn and have access 
to wonderful technology. And 
now look — What started out as 
two small trailer houses is today -
- less than 10 years later — a true 
state-of-the-art school," 

exclaimed Mayor Laura Miller of 
Dallas. 'The church has done 
wonderful things for the City of 
Dallas and now Clay Academy is 
going to make South Dallas grow 
like we always knew it could." 

The school is equipped with 
fiber optic infiision and advanced 
technology in most classrooms to 
avail itself for virtual instruction 

a 

from educators around - the 
world. All Clay Academy teach
ers are degreed and professional
ly- certified through Texas 
Teacher Certification, as well as 
from the Association of Christian 
Schools International. Its spa
cious classrooms rest in a facility 
that is comparable to a top-tier 
college holding a student-teacher 
ratio of 15:1. 

"When we moved from San 

Diego, we researched many 
schools — public and private — 
in Dallas, and found a diamond 
among all the gems in North 
Texas for our child at Clay 
Academy," said Robert and 
Camilie Smith, parents of 
Solomon (2nd Grade) and 
Isaiah (Kindergarten) now 
attending the school. "Every 
teacher takes a personal interest 
to ensure that each child 
receives the superior academics 
Clay has to offer. This is more 
than we could have imagined 

for our boys." 
Attracting families from 

throughout North Texas and 
abroad. Clay Academy is the 
crown jewel of an advanced 
"New Urbanism" concept called 
Capella Park, 400 acres in the 
midst of Dallas' southern sector. 
Clay Academy is the discernible 
center of this nesUed commimi-
ty, which offers itself to families 
of al! ages and sizes. Included in 
its developments are 1200-1500 
single family homes, an inde
pendent living retirement facili

ty, athletic fields and 50 acres 
of preserved wooded land. 

"The facility's framework is 
created to expand the students' 
vision and horizons," said Dr. 
Dwight Fennell, school execu
tive director and former presi
dent of Paul Quinn College. 
"If they can learn about their 
world at Clay Academy, they 
will learn to impact it. If they 
see their future, they will learn 
to obtain it." 

Visit their website: at 
www. clayacademy.org. 

Friendship West "Celebrating Life" 
Women's Brunch To Feature Kelly Price 

The Friendship-West Baptist 
Church & Conference Center 
in Dallas is celebrating women 
this month with a number of 
special programs, sermons and 
activities designed just for 
ladies. 

The Friendship-West Baptist 
Church Women of the West 
Ministry (WOW) is hosting a 
FREE "Celebrating Life" 
Ladies' Only Brunch from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Samrday, October 28, featuring 
Multi-Platinum Selling 

Recording Artist Kelly Price and 
Guest Preacher the Rev. Dr. 
Claudette A. Copeland of the 
New Creation Christian 
Fellowship in San Antonio, Texas. 

The program, which will be 
held at the new location of 
Friendship-West at 2020 W. 
Wheatland Road in Dallas, is 
FREE and open to all ladies. 
The meal is strictiy optional and 
can be purchased at a cost of 
$10 on site the day of the event 
at the registration table. A spe
cial pre-brunch "Meet and 

Greet" CD and book signing 
with Kelly Price will be held 
from 10:00 a.m. to 10:45 a.m., 
with the program kicking off at 
1 1 : 0 0 a .m. sharp. 

For more information about 
this event or other upcoming 
WOW events at Friendship-West 
contact 972-228-7217 or 
wow@friendshipwest.org. Visit 
their website at 
friendshipwest.org. 

pet JUDGE BRUCE 

WOODY 
to our County Court at Law 4 

Dianne and Bernle Francis 
(CEO, former Carrotlton Councilman) 
are long-time community volunteers wttfi Bruce 
EQUAL JUSTICE FOR ALL 
'7 strongly urge everyone to vote for 

JUDGE BRUCE ]A/OODY, 
He t's a great Judge and a good person 

\A/ho treats everyone the same in his 
courtroom. He is dedicated to strong 

neighborhoods and stable communities. 
Rev. Bemiece Stanford 

Makes good use of tax dollars. Among lowest reversal and 
backlog rates in 12 years as judge. Works 50 hours/week. 

Veteran. Decorated USAF veteran. 160 combat missions. 
Proudest of the fact that all his crew came home safe. 

Community Volunteer. He and his wife of 29 years Jan are 
members of Garland NAACP, volunteer with Dallas Can!, 
live with ttieir rescue clog itatie, sponsor k pRtlc, and aire 
active in church and community. Republican. 
Many bipartisan endorsements listed on wwwJudgeWoody.com 
The most important VOTE is YOURS! I ask for your vote. 

^a4. >KM. ^attf for t iv JuOO* B n * B * ^ ^ a a a y ommftmMin. O ^ r w Wormm. Trmm»wrur 

TJ. Denson, Pastor 

Macedonia Ministries 
702 S. Mill Street • Lewisville, TX 75057 

9 7 2 - 4 3 6 - 2 0 1 1 

"We Choose Love to Nourish and Cherish One Another" 
John 13:34 & Ephesians 5:28-29 

wv/w.mac«doniamimstnes.com 

The^^^^^^ '̂̂ ^^Body of Christ Church 
7710 S. Westmoreland R± 

Dallas Texas 75237 „ 
Phtmc 972'572-42^KC 972-799-3988 

Aî wf ^«a*^«w*< TiftdMU/ wnnvJbocjoy.org 

Soturdoy: Intercessory Prayer @ 7:00 om 

Sunttay Services: Sundoy School @ 9:30 am • Morning Worship @ 11:00 om 

Monday Service: tAtn'a Group A Women'* Group Bible Study @ 6:30 pm 

Wednesdoy Servite: Fomtly Bible Study @ 6:30 pm 

Saint Mark Missionary 
Baptist Church 
1308 Wilcox Street, McKlnney TX 

Pastor Charies S. Wattley 

Sunday 
Education Ministries... 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Celebration... 11:00 am. 
- Nursery Facilities Available -

Wednesday 
Family Ministries... 7:00 p.m. 

Friendly Fellowship with A Family Focus 
For More Information Gall 972.542.6178 

www/.saintmarkbc.com • stmaricmissionary®aol.com 

EBENEZER WORSHIP CENTER 
*We are Living Stones in God's Temple" 

SUNDAY 
10:00 am: Sunday School 

11:00 am: Morning Worship 
MONDAY 

7:00 pm - 8:30 pm: Men of Power and Women of Ponvr 
TUESDAY 

7:00 pm- 8:00 pm: Btble Study & Worship Service 

Hen Washin*^wn Baptist Churchy Inc, 
3901 Frisco Avenue 

Irving, IK 75061 
Church 972-790-S421 Fax 972-986-6590 

Emtdk churd^!hwbcif^dng.0rg 

"TBE cmmcH mm AN OPENBIRLE^ 

Sunday Wor^jp Strvicts 
S:O0a.m. A 11:00 a.m. 
9:-f5 tLm. Sunday School 
6:00 (Km, Bmptist ThRniitt Vmhm 

Wednesday 
12:00p.m. Bible Study 
7:00 p,nu Prayer Hour 
7:S0p,nt Bible Stuffy 

W'^ 

I4(»HI Pf-Lstmi Kn:iil • I>;iniiv, TX "s^sa • 'J".'-yS0-(W"7 (C;hiii-ih Pl inni) 

Christian Mettiodiit Epkcopai Chirch 
IM3 A» c. I. Piano, TX 75074 (972) 41M090 

Rev. Oarrnce J. Ford, Jr., Paitor 

Sunday School: g:30 A.U. 
Sunday Worship 5»fvlc«: 11:00 A.M. 
Wadnasday Night- 7:30 P.M. 
Community BIbIa Class: 

New Life Fellowship Church of Rowlett 
B i s h o p M i l l e r E . J o h n s o n , S e n i o r P a s t o r 

New Worship Home 
7401 Miller Road • Rowlett, TX 75088 

972-463-4964 
-̂V l * l i i c o 4tr >*L'\v t f v k l i i i i i i n i i M . . . I I iU*rt>««Htt*Ms -^ i 
Sunday Ufc Bible School 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday life Celebration Worship Service 10:45 a.m. 
Firai Sunday; Ingrcdleon Tor Life 4:00 p.m. 
Wednesday!: Life In The Word Prayer 
and Bible Study 7HW pan. 

Friendship Baptist Church 
Dr. C . Paul M c B r i d e , Pastor 

Schedule of Services: 
Sunday 

Early Morning Worship 
8:00 a.m. 

Sunday School Classes 
9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 
11:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship (1st Sunday) 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 
Early Bird Bible Study 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Morning Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 
Prayer Meeting and 7:30 p.m. 

Evening Bible Study 
4396 Main Street 

The Colony, Ibxas 7S0S6 
(972) 625-8186 

website: www»fbG-onllne«net 
"The Chiirch v^ith a Vision" 
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