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People In 
The News 

Josctic Golan IS a fashion 
designer from the Oakland 
Bay area who recently relo­
cated to Frisco, Texas. 
Having designed garments 
for celebrities such as Patti 
LaBelle, Chaka Kahn, 
Yolanda Adams and others, 
Golatt expresses her talents 
through the transformation 
of others. 

Golatt has received much 
recognition for her designing 
abilities. They include a 

Certificate of Special Congressional Recognition from U.S. 
House of Representative, Nancj' Pclosi. 

More recently she took first place honors as the Designer 
of the Year at K Soul's Radio 2005 1st Annual Soul in the Cit>' 
Fashion Show. 

Golatt is also founder and Executive Director of an Eye for 
Style Fashion Academy. The Academy is an entrepreneurial 
program designed for youth 12-17, which seeks to position 
young designers as active participants in the fashion and 
design industr)'. 

"We want young people to be educated, inspired, chal­
lenged and supported by our fashion program," she empha­
sizes. 

Her first youth fashion show is scheduled for February 26, 
beginning with a reception at 3:30 p.m., at the Cedar Hill 
Recreation Ceotcr, 310 East Parkcn.-ilie Rd,, Cedar HiU. 

Call 972-548-9459 orwsit www. aneycforstylc.com. 

Coca-Cola Enterprises, 
has named Sol Eaton as the 
new area sales center manag­
er for the Fort Worth distri­
bution center. Mrs. Eaton 
will manage the sales and 
distribution of Coca-Cola 
products throughout Fort 
Worth and in portions of the 
Dallas metro area, servicing 
over 10,000 customers in 12 
counties. The facility 
employs over 800 employees 
and is a 24 hour, seven day a 
week operation. 

"I am excited to have the 
opportunity to call the Dallas'Fort Worth area home," said 
Sol Eaton. "I am looking forward to working with my team 
at Coca-Cola and continuing to serve the community," 

Ha\-ing worked previously for Pepsi Cola Company, she 
has over 16 years of sales and management experience in the 
soft drink mduslry with the top two beverage companies in 
the world. 

Mrs. Eaton has a Bachelors Degree in Business 
Administration and PoUtical Science from Shepherd 
Uni\xrsit\-. She also earned an Executive Leadership certifi­
cate fix)m Johns Hdpkins University graduate program, as 
well as completed , the Leadership in Action Executive 
Management program. 

On February 16th,Shani 
Davis entered record 
books as the first black ath­
lete to claim an individual 
gold medal in Winter 
Olympic histor>- by win­
ning 1,000-meter spced-
skatmg e\-ent. His path to 
xictory, however, was not 
without controversy. 

The 23 year old Chicago 
native, and his mother, 
Cherie, have issues with 

U.S. Speedskaiing dating back to his early years wth the 
team. Chcric believes the organization did things to sabotage 
the success of her only child because of his skin color. The 
organization vehemently denies her allegauons. 

Da\'is said he would tell his childhood naysajvri, "Maybe 
I can be the Michael Jordan of speedskating." 

Dans ' breaking of racial barriers in the sport was down­
played when asked about it by reporters after Saturday's per­
formance. "It's a brtakthrough," Davis said, "but it's what 
people make of it." 

He did, howcvxr, take note of the hard work that led to his 
place atop the medal stand. 

"If you put your mind to it and you believe it, you can 
achieve it," he said. "You cannot give up - even if the road is 
a tough road.' 
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NAACP: Delay Vote In Big Easy 
Organizat ion voices con­

cern that evacuees might not 
get to cast ballots in New 
Orleans . 

The Department of Justice 
should postpone upcoming 
elections in New Orleans until 
displaced voters have been 
located, NAACP officials said 
Saturday. 

"We're worried about the vot­
ing rights of our people in New Orieans who 
are not, for the most part, in New Orieans," 
said Bruce S. Gordon, NAACP president. 
"People should still have a say in what happens 
in the communities that were ravaged by 
Katrina." 

Gordon has asked U.S. Attorney General 
Alberto Gonzales to ensure election proce­
dures are fair. The Voting Rights Act lets feder­
al officials scrutinize election changes that may 
hurt minorities. "If it requires us to take legal 
action, we will fight this," Gordon said. 

Officials of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, speaking at 

NAACP President Bruce S. Gordon (right, 
tvith Chairman Julian Bond on Saturday) 

vowed legal action if necessary, 

the organization's annual board 
meeting, also called on 
Congress to renew parts of the 
Voting Rights Act that are due 
to expire next year and criti­
cized the recent selection of 
U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Samuel Alito. 

Alilo is a "radical judicial 
activist, a man hostile to civil 
rights and women's rights," 
said Julian Bond, chairman of 
the NAACP 
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City Of Piano Encourages Interpreters 
To Volunteer For Courtroom Duty 

One of the most wonderful aspects of the 
Piano community is its diversity, and while the 
city prides itself in offering an array of cultural 
opportunities some might prefer to say that 
attending court for a violation is not the cultur­

al experience they signed up 
for. 

City volunteers make a huge 
difference in crossing language 
barriers on many levels of Piano 
city government, especially in 
the Piano Municipal Court. 
The Court has utilized volun­
teer interpreters for close to a 
decade. Most volunteers who 
interpret are City employees; 
however, as language needs 
expand, it requires a call for 
interpreters fi-om the communi­
ty. 
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Black Farmers Want To 
Revive Civil Rights Suit 

By: Ana Radelat 

Like thousands of other black 
farmers in Mississippi, Calvin 
Beasley was supposed to benefit 
from the largest ci\Tl rights setde-
ment in U.S. history - a 82.3 billion 
federal agreement to compensate 
farmers who were denied financial 
assistance decades before due to dis­
crimination. 

But that compensation never 
came.Today, after growing cotton in 
Humphreys County for more than 25 years, 
Beasley is facing bankruptcy. 

"I waited for a long time, and now it's too 
late," he said. 

1 l i e U . S . i>\_iiai l i i j t i i i v.ij 

Agriculture has paid out almost 
$\ billion in claims to black 
farmers who say they suffered 
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Garland Lawsuit Seeking 
May Elections Dismissed 
Justice Amos Mazant recently issued the fol­

lowing opinion in regarding the lawsuit filed by 
citizens of Garland seeking to force city elec­
tions in 2006: 

"Based on the record presented, we conclude 
that the issues presented in this petition are not 
ripe for our determination. The jurisdictional 
requirement of ripeness applies to mandamus 
cases. Accordingly, we dismiss this petition for 
writ of mandamus for want of jurisdiction.'* 

The citizens had filed the suit in district court 
hoping the court would rule in their favor and 
call an election in May '06. 

"Obviously the court felt like they had to 
hang their hat on something in order to deal 
with the writ of mandamus," said Douglas 

Athas, one of the relators in the 
suit. "They picked something 
that left us really open and we 
will continue to move forward. 
I'm not depressed over it, just a 
little disappointed. It is not a set 
back, although it is a road block 
that we have to gel around. 

At the October 3, 2005 work 
session Mayor Day brought the 
issue to the council. At that 
time Mayor Day spoke out in 
favor of an election in '06 stat­
ing, "I am putting this on the 
agenda in abeyance of the 
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Poll: Rice, Jackson 
Are Top Black Leaders 

AP 

Condoleezza Rice and Jesse 
Jackson get the top support 
among blacks asked to name 
the nation's "most important 
black leader," according to an 
AP-AOL Black Voices poll. 
Next come Colin Powell and 
Barack Obama. 

Many blacks question 
whether any one person can 
wear the leadership mantle for 
such a large and diverse group 
of people. At the same time, 
two-thirds in the poll said lead­
ers in their commimities were 
effective representatives of their 
interests. 

>XTien blacks were asked to 
come up with the person they 
considered "the most impor­
tant black leader," 15 percent 
chose Jackson, a civil rights 

activist who ran for president 
in the 1980s, while 11 percent 
picked Secretary of State Rice, 
8 percent chose former 
Secretary of State Powell, and 
6 percent named Obama, a 
fireshman Democratic senator 
from Illinois. 
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DCCCD Breaks Ground 
On New Campus 

State Rep. Jesse Jones ;Carol Brotun, president ofEastfield College; 
Jerry Prater, chair, DCCCD board of trustees; and 

Dr.Jesus "Jess" Carreon, DCCCD chancellor. 

of the board of Members 
trustees for the Dallas County 
Community College District, 
along with area officials and 
community representatives, 
attended a special ceremony on 
Thurs., Feh. 16, to mark the 
fiiture location of a new educa­
tion campus for Pleasant Grove. 

The sign unveiling gave 
DCCCD administrators * 
including Dr. Jesus "Jess" 
Carreon, the district's chancellor; 

Jerry Prater, chair of DCCCD's 
board of trustees; and the new 
president of Eastfield College, 
Carol Brown * an opportunity 
to share their vision for the facil­
ity, which represents one of five 
new community campuses that 
will provide easier access to 
higher education for either 
underserved or fast-growing 
populations in Dallas County. 

DCCCD trustees unani-
DCCCD Breaks Ground Page 6 

9 Foreign Oil Workers 
Seized In Nigeria 

exports by 20 percent. 
The Movement for 

the Emancipation of 
the Niger Delta, which 
claims to be fighting for 
a greater local share of 
Nigeria's oil wealth, 
said the attacks were in 
retaliation for assaults 
this week by military 

An oil instalation in Odidi, Nigeria. h e l i c o p t e r s . T h e mi l i -
Armed tniittants launched a wave of attacks 

across Nigeria's troubled Niger delta ^ ^ ^ threatened more 
Saturday Feb. IS, 2006, blowing up oil instal- violence on "a grander 
lations and seising nine foreign oil workers, sca le ." 

AP The group claimed rcspon-
Militants launched attacks sibility for the raids, including 

across Nigeria's troubled delta one in which militants abduct-
region Saturday, blowing up oil 
installations and seizing nine 
foreigners, including three 
Americans. The violence cut the 
West African nation's crude oil 

1 

ed three Americans, two 
Egyptians, two Thais, one 
Briton and one Filipino. 

The attacks began before 
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Community Spotlight 

Garland NAACP 6th Annual Winter Ball Pbotos By: LaQuisha Hosley 

\yL4Cpyouth CouncilMetnbers \ainia Blakes (N. Garland High) and 
Elliot Smith (Lakeviezu Centennial HSJ receive $500 scholarships. 

Honoree Dr. Demetria Chester Honoree Rev. Bernice Stat\ford 
Attendees Fred Marsh 
and wife Gloria Marsh 

Laron Potts and wife accepting 
award for honoree Herb Ochier 

Celebration of Black Books and Black Authors 
At Jokae's African American Books Photos By: Gwcn Elder 

(Left to Right) Allison Neal, DCCCD, Til Pettis and 
Milton Pettis, owners of Jokae's /{frican American 
Books, Caria Ranger,/African American Read In 

Founder and Denise Nicholas, actress and first 
time author of "FreshWater Road". 

Edward Harris and Assoc ia tes , inc. 
Profssslonal, Expariencsd and Csrtlflad 

Housing Counsalor Training Manuals or CO-ROM 

Crodit Counsollng 

www.ehandassociates.com 

or 

972-205-1008 (Dallas) 

1-877-686-7360 (Outside Metro) 

LaDawn Black host of top show in 
Baltimore about relationships was 

at Black Images Booh Bazaar to 
discuss her book, "Stripped Bare" 

Michael ihtiiiu. J'ont & 
Motivational Speaker, 

"Crying In Colors" 

R. Loreese Session 
Ms, MA, author of 

"How'd She Get Him? 

B ^ * '-^ 

,4 
m 
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Christine Howard, author 
of "Prison Affairs" 

Dr.Joyce Teal, amhut 
of "Lest We Forget" 

MilKcent Courtney Ware, "The Freak Within", Tracy J. Cass, 
"Labor of Love", Crystal Scott, guest, Ronald L. Session, 

"How'dShe Get Him" and India Session, guest. 

Around The Town 

Criminal Defense 
DWI / Suspended License 

WARRANTS R e m o v e d ' 

24 Hour Jail Release' 

Occupfational license, felonies 

Protective Order 

Misdeamenor/Felonies' 

Family Cases 
• Divorce / Annulment 

• Child Support / Paternity 

• Custody Modification 

• Restraining Order 

• Protective Order 

" Name Change / Adoption 

• Domestic Violence 

Open On Weekends Easy Payment Plans 

Law Offices Of Vincent Ndukwe 
214-638-S930 

817-277-0196 (Metro) 
2 7 3 0 N , S t e m m o n s F r w y , S u i t e 4 0 9 • D a l l a s . T X 7 5 2 0 7 

Not C e r t i f i e d by the Texas Board of Lega l S p e c i a l i z a t i o n 
V It you quakfy *Fees quoteO atxna aie mnmum ckMm payment needed to begin processing your case. 

Ongoing 
The Richardson Optimist 

Club is selling mixed nuts, 
fudge, etc to raise funds for 
its youth activities. Contaa 
any Optimist Club member 
or caU 972-233-9597. 

Piano Citizen Police 
Academy is accepting appli­
cations for its spring class, 
which begins Thursday. The 
free 13 week class meets 
every Thursday from 7 to 10 
p.m. Call'972-941-2135 for 
information. 

Sheryl Underwood per­
forms at Addison Improv, 
4980 Beitline Rd. #250. 
Call 972-404-8501 for infor­
mation. February 16-19 

Celebrate the Artists at 
Fort Worth, Central Library 
Gallery, 500 West 3rd St., 
Fort Worth, 6:30 p.m. Call 
8170871-READ. Exhibit 
thru February 22. 

The Society of Figurative 
Arts will hold lab and work­
shop sessions at 7:00 p.m. 
m o s t T u e s d a y s a n d 
Thursdays, 3306 WUey Post, 
Studio 104, CarroUion. Call 
972-679-1625 for informa­
tion. 

Dallas Summer Musicals' 
Broadway Contemporary 
Series Brings the Ten Tenors 
back to the Majestic Theatre, 
1925 Elm St. Call 214-421-
5678 for information. 
February 28-March 5. 

A Slave Ship Speaks: The 
Wreck of the Henrietta 
Marie, temporary exhibit at 
the Bob Bullock Texas State 

History Museum. CaU 512-936-
8746 for information. February 
11-April 15 

Teen Reaching Teens, Inc. and 
Teen Graffiti Magazine presents 
free computer training. Courses 
offered Wednesday and Friday, 
4:30-5:30 p.m. and Saturday 
12:30-3:30 p.m. CaU 972-496-
9457. Begins February-April. 

Irving Black Arts Coundl pres­
ents Visual Arts exhibition at the 
Main Gallery. CaU 214-993-8444 
for information. February 1-28. 

Drums Not Guns will hold 
drumming sessions from 10:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. the second and 
fourth Saturdays of the month 
thru mid-May at Old Settlers Park 
Recreation Center, 1201 E. 
Louisiana St. Call 214-641-0782 
for itiformation. 

A Ballroom Dance with a live 
band at the McKirmey Senior 
Recreation Center and Indoor 
Pool, 1400 S. CoUege St., 
Thursdays, 6:00 p.m. CaU 972-
547-7491 for information. 

The First Baptist Church is 
again offering "DivorceCare" 
beginning January 15 and nmning 
for 13 weeks. CaU 972-727-8241 
for information. 

Assistance League of Greater 
ColUn County meets the third 
Wednesday of each month. Visit 
www.assistanceleague-gcc.org. 

Allen Symphony Chorus is 
recruiting singers for its April 29 
performance. Rehearsals are from 
7:30 p.m.-9:00 p.m., Thursdays, 
Choir Room Ereckson Middle 
School, 450Tatum Dr. For infor­
mation cal 972-359-0656. 

A free legal clinic is offered for 

residents who meet low income 
guidelines, 6:00 p.m., second 
Thursday of each month, First 
United Methodist Church, 601 S. 
GreenviUe Ave. Applicants must 
be CoUin Coimty residents and 
income eUgible. Call 1-800-906-
3045. 

The Frisco Housing Authority 
is offering tenant-based rental 
assistance to 22 eligible families 
and individuals for rental housing 
in Frisco. CaU 972-377-3031 for 
information. 

K o r e a n War V e t e r a n s 
A s s o c i a t i o n - S a m J o h n s o n 
Chapter 270 meets the second 
Saturday of each month at the 
Richardson Senior Citizens 
Center, 820 Arapaho Rd. in 
Richardson. CaU 972-279-7000 
for information. 

Fettmary 23 
Richard Fisher, President of the 

Federal Reserve Bank of DaUas 
wUI speak at instaUation lunc­
heon of the Greater Dallas 
Asian American Chamber of 
Commerce, Westin Galleria, 
GaUeria BaUroom, 13340 DaUas 
Pkwy. Call 972-241-8250 for 
information. 

Nikki Giovanni will be at 
the Texas A&M University 
Commerce, Ferguson Audit­
orium, 7:00 p.m. CaU 903-468-
3002 for information. 

February 24 

1st Annual Celebrity Tribute to 
Black History Month, Desoto 
Civic Center, 211 E. Pleasant 
Run. 

February 25 
United Negro CoUege Fund's 

7th Annual "Red Hot and 
Snazzy" Benefit Gala, Fairmont 
Hotel, 1717 N. Akard St., 6:00 
p.m. CaU 972-234-1007 for 
information. 

African American Author 
Showcase, a Uvely and entertain­
ing discussion by a panel of local 
authors, J. Erik Jonsson Central 
Library, 1515 Young St., O'Hara 
Exhibit HaU, 7th fl., 2:00 p.m.-
4:00 p.m. Call 214-670-7800 for 
information. 

Day of Dance promoting hean 
health, Methodist Dallas Medical 
Center, 1441 N. Beckley Ave., 
1 0 : 0 0 a . m . - 2 : 0 0 p . m . 
Reservations are encouraged but 
not required. CaU 214-947-0000 
for information. 

The Third Annual Financial 
Aid & Scholarship Awareness 
Day hosted by U N T DaUas 
Campus, 9:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m., 
UNT DaUas Campus (8915 S. 
Hampton Rd.). For information 
call 972-780-3630. 

Methodist DaUas Medical 
Center presents "Day of Dance", 
promoting heart health, 10:00 
a.m.-2:00 p.m., Hin Auditorium, 
Colorado Blvd. (a: Bishop Ave... 
Free Health screenings, giveawajre 
and refreshments. To register and 
for information call 214-947-
0000. 

A celebration of heritage, histo­
ry and honor, "Lest We Forget: 
From Promise to Realit>'", pre­
sented by the Urban League of 
Greater Dallas, Urban League of 
Greater DaUas, 4315 S. Lancaster 
Rd., 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

CaU 214-915-4600 for infor­
mation. 

February 26 
The EUte News presents their 

31st Annual Black History 
Awards Night, Mt. Tabor B.C., 
3700 Simpson Stuart Rd, 7:00 
p.m.-10:00 p.m. CaU 214-372-
6500 for information. 

Universit>' of North Texas cele­
brates Black Histor>' Month 
with an Each One Teach One 
Film Series, Episodes of 
"The Boondocks," 12 Noon, 
Multicultural Center, Rm. 422. 
CaU 817-267-0651 for informa­
tion. 

"Empowering Youth Through 
Fashion", a youth fashion show. 
Cedar HiU Recreation Center, 
310 East Parkerv-ille Rd., Cedar 
HUl, TX., 3:30 p.m. Call 972-
548-9459 for information. 

March Ongoing 
Bishop T.D. Jakes hosts three 

day conference and retreat for 
men only at the Gaylord Texan in 
Grape\'ine, Texas. For informa­
tion caU I-800-Bishop2 or visit 
www.thepottershouse.org. March 
9, 10 and 11 

WaterTower Theatre's highly 
acclaimed "Out of the Loop 
Festival returns for its fifth >'ear. 
W r r team with performing arts 
organizations fiom around the 
region to bring aU three spaces at 
the Addison Theatre Centre to 
Ufe with exciting contemporary 
works. March 2-12 

2006 Super SAM (Single 
& M a r r i e d ) C o n f e r e n c e , 
Friendship-West Baptist church, 
2020 W. VCTieadand Rd. CaU 
214-371-0964 for information. 
March 8-12 

6th Annual North Texas Jazz 

Festival, Addison 
Disney on Ice Presents 

Pixar's "The Incredibles" in a 
magic kingdom adventure, 
DaUas Reimion Arena. For 
information caU 214-373-
8000. March 22-26 

The Women's Museum 
shows "Apron Chronicles: A 
Patchwork of American 
RecoUections. Features sto-
ryteUing, photography and 
vintage fashion. CaU 214-
915-0871 for information. 
Exhibit nms thAi May 14 

March 18 
FUm Fest with Irma P. HaU 

12 Noon-4:30 p.m., Clarence 
Muse Cafe in the Dallas 
Convention Center, 650 
South Griffin St. Call 214-
743-2440 for information. 

\ f a r c h 4 
Dallas-Fort Worth Chapter 

of Florida A& M University, 
"Jazzy Style/Tax Planning 
Brunch, Brooklyn's Jazz 
Cafe, 1701 S. Lamar, 12 
Noon- 2:00 p.m. Call 214-
273-4236 for information. 

March 17 
Lockheed Martin and 

Chase Bank present 
Entrepreneur Expo, Fort 
Worth Convention Center. 
To register or for information 
call 682-554-2766 or 
www. EntrepreneurExpo. org. 

NACA presents New 
Home Buyer's Workshop, 
Veterans of War Commimity 
Center, 1906 E. Miller Rd., 
and 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p. m. 
For information caU 1-888-
302-6222. 

Sponsored B\j: 

Proud To Be An Active 
a y.<x^. Partner In The Community 
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Op-Ed 
Katrina*s New Underclass 
By Rep: Cynthia McKinney 

There is an ongoing nation­
al emergency that demands 
our immediate attention. 

In the absence of decisive 
Executive action, an under­
funded FEMA made its own 
executive decision to shelter 
hundreds of thousands of 
surWvors in hotels, paying in 
some cases rates in excess of 
$400 per night, resulting in a 
windfall for hotel chains dur­
ing their slow season, but 
depleting FEMA's budget. 
Now, with summer business 
coming, the hotels want the 
survivors out and FEMA is 
evicting tens of thousands of 
families from temporary 
housing. 

As a result of the 
President's failure to act. 
Secretary Chertoff s failure to 
act, and the failure of 
Congress to act, it appears we 
are about to see a new under­
class of "Katrina Homeless" 
in America, even as 
Halliburton and other con­
tractors take fift>' per cent off 
the top of their sweetheart, 
no-bid Katrina contracts 
before subcontracting the 
work out at rock bottom 
rates. 

Given the vast amounts of 
money that has gone "miss-
ing"-bil!ions of dollars-from 
this Administration's Iraq 
misadventure, it is scan­
dalous that we won't provide 
housing to the survivors. 

What Katrina survivors fac­
ing homelessness need is 
enough assistance to rebuild 
their lives. Why did we offer a 
Victims Compensation Fund 
to 9/11 families but not to 
Katrina survivors? And why 
hasn't the Congress moved 
swiftly to pass or at least held 
hearings on HR 4197, the 
Hurricane Katrina Recovery, 
Reclamation, Restoration, 
Reconstruction and Reunion 
Act of 2005? 

What left so many at the 
mercy of Katrina was pover­
ty. In the greater New 
Orleahs area, 65,000 minori­

ty residents lived in poverty 
before Katrina, compared with 
85,000 whiles. Thus , contrary 
to the stereotyping, poverty' is 
not specific to race, even 
though Orleans Parish, which 
was 67% black, was hardest hit 
by the flooding. 

The poor, the elderly, the 
infirm, the disabled, these 
were the people who could not 
obey the mandatory evacua­
tion order. If we wish to see 
that there is never another dis­
aster like Katrina, we need to 
take urgent action to deal with 
poverty in this country. And 
here, I would suggest that the 
Congress hold hearings on 
House Concurrent Resolution 
234, Congresswoman Barbara 
Lee's Poverty Bill. 

Evacuation plans failed these 
people, as did the National 
Response Plan. We need a new 
National Response Plan. 

Rather than attempting to 
defend the indefensible, 
Secretary Chertoff needs to 
resign and allow this 
Administration the opportuni­
ty to get this straight-for the 
sake of the innocent people of 
the Gulf States and New 
Orleans. 

We need a National 
Response Plan that is sensitive 
to povert>' and ethnicity. It is 
unconscionable that DHS 
would have a partnership with 
Operation Blessing, but not 
with a single black organiza­
tion. 

Poverty cuts across ethnic 
divisions, but there is another 
side to this story. In the testi­
mony at our hearings and in 
my report, there is a very 
clear pat tern. In numerous 
instances, whites were evacuat­
ed before blacks while blacks 
were detained or turned back, 
as happened on the bridge to 
Gretna. The media stereotyped 
blacks as "looters" and whites 
as "takers" and fueled fears of 
blacks that led to the "inva­
sion" of New Orleans, shock­
ingly by hired mercenaries. 

Shoot-to-kill orders were 
issued in a city whose police 

have a history of abuse, and 
who will spare no excuse to jail 
young black men for petty 
offenses. 

Another area completely 
untouched by the Congress is 
the toxic aftermath of Katrina. 
Decades of pollution has made 
the sediment layer at the bot­
tom of the Gulf and other 
water bodies highly toxic. 

Hurricane Katrina lifted this 
sediment sludge out of the 
water and spread it across all 
the affected regions of the 
Gulf. Not since Hurricane 
Betsy in 1965 has this hap­
pened on such a scale. As a 
result, arsenic and other high­
ly dangerous chemicals are 
present at levels sufficient that 
much of the Gulf Coast could 
be declared a Superfund site. 
But the EPA is sitting on its 
hands, and will not act unless 
Congress instructs it to initi­
ate a clean-up process neces­
sary to protect the health and 
safety of the people of the 
Guif Coast. I have introduced 
legislation to accomplish this, 
and I wish the Congress 
would consider it for the 
health and safety of our fellow 
Americans. 

There is much more to dis­
cuss. We have between 60,000 
to 70,000 survivors in metro 
Atlanta right now, and the 
needs are tremendous. 

But let me conclude by say­
ing that what we are left with 
is the fact that while the hurri­
cane washed its "toxic gumbo" 
ashore, it also stripped away 
the veil that often hides issues 
of poverty and persistent 
racism in America. We can 
choose to ignore these issues 
and hope they go away, but we 
know they won't. 

Alternately, we can rise to 
the challenge and work 
together to tackle these very 
difficult problems head on. 
The choice is ours. 

Cynthia McKinney is a 
V.a. Congresswoman from 
Georgia. 
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Is the sky clearest on the day it is most blue? 
While you ponder that thought wc would like to announce that Minority Opportunity News, Inc., 
formerly a Dallas based renaissance community tabloid, founded in 1991, has relocated to Piano. Texas 
and changed our name to MON-Thc Gazette. In addition to mov- — 
ing our offices lo Piano, our editorial coverage has also shifted to S S 
encompass Dallas' Northern Conidor. The Northern Conidor is -^^• 
clearly the fastest growing region in Texas, if not in America. 
MON-Thc Gazette believe* that the engine to continue this 
growth is the airport expansion in McKinney, which is the largest 
and most visible of many area opportunities. As always, and tnie 

to tradition, MON-The Gazette will be there carving a world of opportunity for those seeking lo 
provide quality services. Should you dare to expand your quest for economic parity outside the 
southern region or just want to know what is going on up north-

Think of MON-The Gazelte as your paper of opportunity! 
MON-TTw Qantte formtlfy Uktorrty Opportunrty Netn, was fouiMtod Juty, 1961 ,by Jim DoctHim and Thumiwi R. Jones 

Paul 
Hailey 

Is Dick Cheney A Thug? 

I found myself thinking this 
week that oxu vice president 
might have some thug in him. 

I mean, how else do you 
describe his behavior last week­
end when he accidentally shot his 
friend attorney Harry 
Whittington in the face chest with 
a shotgun while hunting quail in 
Texas? 

Sounds like something straight 
out of a rap music video to me. 

The way the situation was han­
dled by both the vice president 
and the administration was more 
like something out of a Twiligjit 
Zone episode. 

Let's recap: the vice president 
was hunting in a group with 
Whittington and others at the 
Armstrong Ranch in South 
Texas. Whittington, dressed in 
hunter's orange and wearing 
himting glasses, apparently left 
the group to recover a bird he 
shot and failed to tell the group 
he had returned. Cheney said he 
was trying to shoot a low flying 
quail when he swung his 28 
gauge shotgun and found the sim 
in his eyes. "I turned and shot at 
the bird, and at that second saw 
Harry standing there," Cheney 
has stated. 

"We went over to him obvious­
ly, right away," the vice president 
recalled. "He was laying there on 
his back, bleeding with one eye 
open. I said, 'Harry, I had no idea 
you were there,'" Cheney said. 
"He didn't respond." 

Ok... although all of that 

soimds suspect to me, it is plausi­
ble. Remotely plausible, but plau­
sible all the same. It is in the 
immediate events following the 
shooting that Cheney starts 
sounding like a thugged out street 
soldier instead of the vice presi­
dent. 

For starters, Cheney waited 24 
hours to report the shooting. His 
office claimed it was "out 
of respect" for the ranch 
owner, Katherine Armstrong. 
Armstrong claims she "forgot" to 
report the shooting because of 
her overwhelming concern for 
Whittington. Cheney said he 
notified the White House on 
Saturday nigjit, but didn't talk to 
Bush until Monday. Local law 
enforcement showed up, but was 
turned away by the Secret 
Service. Cheney claims that he 
wanted to see how Whittington 
was doing before telling the press. 

Wait a minute...you shoot a 
man in the face and you wail to 
see how he's doing before you call 
the law? In the hood, this is 
known as getting your story 
together. You wait that long and 
you're either destroying evidence 
or trying to sober up. 

If he had been drinking, (and 
Cheney claims "we'd taken a 
break at lunch-and I had a beer") 
then wailing 24 hours was neces­
sary to make sure he was perfect­
ly sober when the accident was 
reported. We also know in the 
hood that if there is alcohol and 
firearms involved you take what­
ever number of drinks the sus­
pect gives you and multiply it by 
five or six. As an ordinary citizen, 
try refiising a breathalyzer test-or 
better yet, try sending the police 

away from a shooting, and tell 
them you'll get back to them 
later. 

Additionally, its been report­
ed that Pam Willeford, the 
ambassador to Switzerland and 
Liechtenstein was standing at 
Cheney's side when the shot­
gun went off. So.... Cheney 
and Whittington went hunting 
on a ranch in Texas with two 
women who were not their 
wives... That's about as 
thugged out as you can get. 

When you mix guns, alcohol 
and women, the situation is 
usually going to end badly. 

I continue to be amazed at 
this administration's arrogance 
and disdain for the law. They 
were elected by claiming to 
"restore mOTality" in the White 
House. Bill Clinton did some 
stuff, but he never shot any­
body in the face. And the media 
seems complicit. Can you 
imagine what they would have 
written had Al Gore shot some­
one? Ironically, Cheney's 
behavior is identical to Ted 
Kennedy's at Chappaquiddick 
in 1969. 

Like any hood drama, there 
are a lot of questions that will 
never be answered. Was Cheney 
drunk? How far away was he 
when he shot Whittington in 
the face? There's a lot of differ­
ence between being 10 inches 
and 10 feet away. But we'll 
never know now. The VP might 
as well have invoked the ghetto 
code of honor: those that know, 
don't tell and those that tell, 
don't know. 

Paul Hailey can be reached at 
editor(aiMonTheGazette. com 

Jail Wars Symptom Of Deeper 
Clash Between Blacks And Latinos 
By: Ear l Ofari Hutchinson 
At a recent raucous and con­

tentious meeting of the Los 
Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors, Marc Klugman, 
head of Correctional Services for 
the L.A. County Sheriffs 
Department, said "Everything 
that's going on in our streets is 
coming into our jails." Klugman's 
helpless warning is ominous and 
terrifying, but he's right. The jail 
violence between blacks and 
Latinos that has torn L.A. 
County jails has roots thai go far 
beyond the jails. 

The painfiil truth is that rela­
tions between blacks and Latinos 
are rife with cultural, racial, and 
economic myths and misconcep­
tions. Since the civil rights era, 
the popular fiction was that 
blacks and Latinos are an 
oppressed people of color with a 
history of racial discrimination 
and poverty, so their struggle is 
the same. During the 1960s, 
some blacks and Latinos did 
form organizations and raise 
issues that appeared to mirror 
each other. There was the Black 
Panther Party and the La Raza 
Unida Party, the NAACP Legal 
Defense Fund, and the Mexican-
American Legal and Education 
Defense Fund, as well as dozens 
of local black and Latino activist 

groups. The Poor Peoples March 
in Washington D.C. in 1968 was 
the highpoint of ethnic co-opera­
tion during that time. 

Blacks and Latinos enjoyed 
the political honejTnoon of the 
era. Neither wanted to admit 
that the serious political and cul­
tural differences between them 
could crack the facade of imity. 
But the last decade has present­
ed a new reality. Through mas­
sive immigration and higher 
birth rates, the Latino popula­
tion has soared. Latinos have dis­
placed blacks as the largest non-
white minority in America. 
Latinos demand that political 
and social issues no longer be 
fi"amed solely in black and white. 

The clash has been especially 
fierce on the hot button issues of: 
immigration and jobs, political 
representation, and street turf 
control 

Immigration and jobs: Many 
Latinos work at low pay jobs that 
offer no health, union or retire­
ment benefits. Many employers 
take advantage of their economic 
plight and hire them to work the 
dirtiest and most hazardous jobs 
in plants, factories and farms. 
Unskilled or semi-skilled w^ite 
and black workers once did these 
jobs. Employers defend their 
labor practices by insisting that 

-^ 

Latinos "work harder, and 
don't cause problems." Latino 
leaders deflect criticism with 
the retort that "Americans, 
won't take these jobs anyway." 

While there is no conclusive 
evidence that Latinos take jobs 
away fi^om American workers 
(studies have been conflicting), 
increased immigration came at 
the worst possible time for 
impoverished African-

American communities. They 
are reeling fix)m a decade of 
job, education, and social serv­
ice cuts. Dlegal immigrant labor 
competition could further mar­
ginalize the black poor by rais­
ing joblessness, decreasing ben­
efits, and exacerbating the 
crime and drug crisis. 

With federal and state gov­
ernments grappling with mas­
sive budget deficits and corpo­
rations, in the throes of shake-
out, outsourcing and downsiz­
ing, many African-American 
leaders see little point in 
demanding more federal and 
corporate spending on job and 
skill training. If some black 
leaders scream along with 
groups such as the Minuteman 
Project for a crackdown on ille­
gal immigrants it is because 
they see Latinos — whose cus-
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About one-third declined to 
volunteer a name. 

TA'O of the four mentioned 
most often — Rice and Powell 
— are from a Republican 
administration that is unpopular 
with most blacks. 

Less than one in five of those 
polled, 18 percent, said the cur­
rent black leadership is doing a 
"very effective" job of represent­
ing the black community. Half 
described black leadership as 
"somewhat effective." 

The answers to the open-
ended question about leadership 
were divided among a number 
of well-known black Americans, 
a sharp contrast to the 1960s 
when Martin Luther King Jr. 
was recognized as the leading 
voice among many prominent 
civil rigliis leaders. 

Nation of Islam minister 
Louis Farrakhan got 4 percent; 
talk show host Oprah Winfi-ey 
received 3 percent; King, who 

Minority Opportunity 

was killed in 1968, got 3 percent, 
and former Democratic presi­
dential candidate Al Sharpton 
got 2 percent. Some 14 percent 
picked somebody else. 

One in five, 21 percent, said 
they were not sure whom to 
name among current black lead­
ers and 13 percent chose no 
one. A few in the poll, 1 percent, 
named themselves. 

"What is 'the most important 
black leader?'" asked Thomas 
Miller, a 59-year-old political 
independent who lives in 
Philadelphia. "You have to lead 
your own self, don't put that on 
anybody else. Putting faith in 
somebody else is blind." 

There have been dramatic 
changes for blacks, who have 
closed the income gap consider­
ably with whites over the past 
few decades. 

"ITiere's been an extraordi­
nary expansion of the black 
middle class and a shift in the 
locus of leadership," said 

Netvs - 77ie Gazette • February 

Michael Eric Dyson, an ana­
lyst of racial pohtics and 
author of "Come Hell or High 
Water: Hurricane Katrina and 
the Color of Disaster." "A 
more diversified black com­
munity doesn't find it neces­
sary to have one voice." 

Galvanized by the images 
fi-om Katrina news coverage, 
black activists and elected 
leaders around the country are 
considering new strategies for 
making gains for blacks, both 
politically and economically. 

TTie changing of the guard 
in leadership in black America 
was highlighted by the recent 
deaths of civil rights pioneers 
Rosa Parks and Coretta Scott 
King, widow of the slain civil 
rights leader. 

"The old has passed away," 
Bernice King said in her 
mother's eulogy last week in a 
church in the Atlanta suburbs. 
"There is a new order that is 
emerging." 
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Eastfield College Career Week March 6 - 9 
(Mesquite,TX) - Looking for 

a job but don't know where to 
begin? Eastfield College pres­
ents Career Week March 6 - 9 , 
offering free seminars for job 
hxmters as well as a job fair that 
will bring prospective employ­
ers to campus for on-the-spot 
interviews. All seminars take 
place in Building C, Room 
135, and are free of charge. 
Refreshments are offered at all 
events. 

MONDAY, March 6 
10:10 - U a . m . 
Resumes and Interviews for 

People with Nol-So-Hot 
Backgrounds and Everyone 
Else 

Speaker: Gloria Alexander, 
Gotcha Second Chance, Inc. 

Room CI35 
TUESDAY, March 7 
11 a .m. - 12:15 p .m. 
The Global Workplace: What 

Does It Mean for You? 

Speaker: Dr. Sherry Dean, 
Maria Caratini-Prado, Dr. 
Christine Fox-Balli 

Room CI35 
WEDNESDAY, March 8 
11:15 a .m. ' 12 p .m. 
Lost in Transition? How to 

Re-Design Your Career 
Speaker: Jill Pfaff Waterbury, 

Right Management Consultants 
Room CI35 
THURSDAY, M A R C H 9, 

J O B FAIR 
10 a .m. - 2 p .m. 
Gymnasium 
Approximately 50 companies 

with positions to fill will be on-
hand to accept resumes and 
applications. Bring plenty of 
resumes and dress to interview. 

A job fair, to be held from 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m.Thursday, March 9 
in the Gym, caps off Eastfield's 
Career Week. Representatives 
from small to large companies 
will be on hand to accept 

resumes and job applications. 
Participants should dress for a 
professional interview and bring 
plenty of updated resumes. The 
job fair is sponsored by 
the Dallas Plumbers and 
Pipefitters, UPS, The Employ­
ment News, USA Financial 
Group, Geico, Vector Marketing 
Corp. and Mesquite Police 
Department. 

For more information visit 
www.eastfieldcollege.com or 
call (972) 860-8310. 

Career Week is co-Sponsored 
by Career Services, TRiO/ 
Student Support Services, 
Student Programs & Resources, 
and US Department of 
Education Job Location & 
Development grant. 

Eastfield College, one of the 
seven Dallas County 
Community Colleges, is located 
at 3737 Motley Drive in 
Mesquite, just north of 1-30. 

JailHitrsPogeJ 

toms and language are barely 
comprehensible to them — as a 
direct threat to their economic 
existence. 

Political representation: The 
tensions have spilled over into 
FK)liucs. Latinos have changed 
the ethnic make-up of many 
neighborhoods from black and 
white to brown. From the local 
to the national level, Latino 
leaders now demand their fair 
share of political ofBce-holders, 
appointments and positions in 
California and Los Angeles. 

Their family and ethnic cohe­
sion was not ruptured. Nor 
were they color-stamped with 
the "badge of inferiority." Many 
blacks perceive that Latinos are 
less harshly treated by white 
society, encounter less discrim­
ination and enjoy more mobili­
ty and opportunities. The stun­
ning success of Asian and 
Latino immigrants in business 
and the professions does seem 
to offer proof of this. They are 

jBpfttnaMr to secuxe busincsfr 
loans, credit, access to educa­
tion and the professions with 

much more ease than blacks. 
Many Latinos fail to under­

stand the complexity and severi­
ty of the black experience. They 
frequently bash blacks for their 
poverty and goad them to "pull 
themselves up like we did." 
Worse, some even repeat the 
same vicious anti-black epithets 
as racist whiles. 

But ethnic insensitivity cuts 
both ways. Blacks have little 
understanding of the political 
repression and economic desti­
tution that drives many Latinos 
to seek refuge in the United 
States. Many have fled from the 
ravages of war and revolution in 
their countries. They face the 
massive problems of readjusting 
to a strange culture, customs, 
and language. Latino immi­
grants and the native born also 
suffer police abuse and face the 
same racial discrimination in 
jobs, and housing, and health 
care, and as many blacks do. 

Then there's the action in 
the streets, for years black 

^axigs have Q^trolled the drug 
traffic, sale of contraband, and 
other illicit activities in South 

L.A. and other urban inner 
city neighborhoods. The influx 
of young poorly educated, 
crime prone gang members 
from E! Salvador, Mexico, and 
other Latin countries, has 
ignited street clashes with 
blacks over turf. The street turf 
struggles have spilled over into 
the prisons, with groups such 
as the Mexican Mafia more 
than willing to give orders to 
attack blacks to assert their 
dominance. 

L.A. County officials cite 
prison overcrowding, turf wars, 
renewal of gang rivalries, the 
ancient prison ritual of making a 
"rep" as a tough guy, or just 
boredom for the violence. It's 
that and much more, and jail 
authorities and elected officials 
must recognize that. 

African-Americans and 
Latinos are undergoing a painfiil 
period of political and economic 
adjustment.They are finding that 
the struggle for power and recog­
nition will be long and difficult. 
Tbe wars in the L.A. County jails 
are a tragic, deplorable symptom 
of that. 

NORTH TEXAS 
JOB CORPS CENTER 

SALUTES BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH 

i 

i 

WHILE BUILDING 
"TWO MILLION CAREERS. 
ONE FUTURE AT A TIME" 

JOB CORPS 
f^'o Million Careers 

40^^ ANNIVERSARY 
One Future at j Time 

For more information about the 
North Texas Job Corps center, or if you would like 

to participate in or attend upcoming events please contact: 
Ms. Marchalee White, Business and Community Liaison 
972-547-7888 or email, white.marchaIee@jobcorps.org 
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Congresswoman Johnson Appointed 
To Democratic Katrina Task Force 

Congresswoman Eddie 
Bernice Johnson was recently 
appointed by Democratic 
Caucus Chairman James E. 
Clyburn (D-SC) to a newly 
formed Democratic Task Force 
on Hurricane Katrina. The 
task force will be dedicated to 
coordinating efforts and 
expertise to provide a compre­
hensive and effective recovery 
plan for the region. 

"I am proud to be a member 
of this newly formed task 
force, which will look at all 
facets of the disaster and will 

put the people of our Gulf Coast 
first," said Congresswoman 
Johnson. "I plan to aid in the 
coordinating of efforts to pro­
vide a complete and compre­
hensive recovery plan for the 
entire affected region." 

Members of the task force will 
keep the Democratic Caucus 
fully informed and aware of 
activity and initiatives taking 
place. The task force will be 
chaired by Rep. Gene Taylor (D-
Miss.), a survivor of the hurri­
cane, and a leader in Congress 
on the recovery effort and pro-

Council Votes To Increase 
Love Field Landing Fees 

tecting against future disasters. 

Fed Vice Chairman To Depart In April 
The No. 2 official at the 

Federal Reser\'e,Vice Chairman 
Roger Ferguson, is resigning 
from the job effective April 28, 
according to his resignation let­
ter released Wednesday. 

In the letter to President 
Bush, Ferguson said he is leav­
ing to pursue "other profession­
al opportunities". 

An appointee of President 
Clinton, the 54-year-old 
Ferguson has been on the 

Federal Reserve board since 
November 1997 and became \ice 
chair in October 2003. 

Chairman Alan Greenspan 
retired from the Fed at the end of 
January, replaced by new 
Chairman Ben Bemanke. 

The policy-setting body of the 
central bank is scheduled to meet 
again at the end of March. In a 
statement, the Fed said Ferguson 
will not attend that upcoming 
meeting. 

LegacyTexas Group Moving Serveral Operations To Richardson 
LegacyTexas Group is in the 

process of moving several of 
their operations to Richardson. 

According to LegacyTexas 
Chairman George Fisk, the 
bank expects to move house 
operations, a branch office and 
their insurance services divi­
sion to an 80,000 square foot 
building that was formerly a 
Richardson ISD magnet 
school, in September. 

Richardson ISD, in an effort 
to consolidate and maximize 
their facilities, sold the build­
ing, located at 707 Arapaho, 
last November for $2,325 mil­

lion, according to RISD com­
munications director Jeanne 
Guerra. 

LegacyTexas is in the process 
of converting the facility to meet 
their needs. Fisk said they will 
occupy half of the space and 
lease out the other 40,000 
square feet. 

"We're in talks with tenants to 
take the rest of the building," he 
said. 

LegacyTexas will move 
approximately 100 of their 
employees to that location. 

"We were looking for a site in 
Richardson," Fisk said. "We 

should have gone in there years 
ago." 

LegacyTexas also has their 
sites on other branch locations 
in the North Dallas area. Fisk 
said they are looking at two 
other sites including one along 
the Tollway. 

LegacyTexas Group has 
81.051 billion total assets with a 
net income increase of 127 per­
cent from 2004 to 2005. The 
bank continues to grow loaning 
S722 last year with S892 million 
in deposits. 

For more information about 
Legacy visit www.legacytexas.com. 

The Dallas City Council 
Wednesday approved raising 
landing fees on scheduled, com­
mercial airline flights at city-
owned Dallas Love Field to 55 
cents per 1,000 poimds of land­
ed weight. 

That hike passed after a failed 
attempt by some coimcilmem-
bers to bump the rate up as high 
as SI.40. 

The current rate is 35 cents; 
but revenue shortfalls at Love 
Field the past couple of years 
prompted city staff to recom­
mend raising the fee to 55 cents. 

The new fee starts April 1 and 
will have the greatest impact on 
Dallas-based Southwest Airlines 
Co. 

Consumer 
Prices Surge 

U.S. consumer prices rose 
more than expected in January 
but costs outside of food and 
energy were contained, a Labor 
Department report showed on 
Wednesday, sealing expectations 
for more interest rate hikes. 

Consumer prices surged 0.7 
percent last month, above Wall 
Street forecasts for a 0.5 per­
cent increase, as energy costs 
soared. But the closely watched 
core Consumer Price Index, 
which excludes volatile food 
and energy costs, rose just 0.2 
percent, matching economist 
expectations. 

Analysts said the big gain in 
overall prices will catch the 
attention of the Federal Reserve 
and cements market expecta­
tions for an additional rate 
increase in March and perhaps 
one more in May. 

May Electiotts Disntissed Page 1 
Charter as it is currently consti­
t u t e which fcquires iK to have 
a 2006 election." 

Today he saj-s, "Well, I 'm dis­
appointed that we are not going 
to get a decision pretty soon. I 
have put on the agenda for the 
February 21st Council 
Meeting, an ordinance to call 
an election," said Mayor Bob 
Day. "The city's argument was 

that the city had not decided to 
not call an election. State law 
allows that you must call an elec­
tion by what I believe is March 
13th. After that we don't have the 
authority to call an election. We 
are still in limbo. We will discuss 
it again at the council level and I 
will try and get the council to call 
an election." 

Some members of the council 
who were elected in 2004 say 

they were elected to a three year 
term, that was what the City 
Charter said at the time th^y 
signed up to run for office. On 
the ballot at the same time that 
they ran for council were amend­
ments to the charter, these were 
also being voted on by Garland 
voters. The amendment to 
change the term of office to two 
year terms was approved by vot­
ers. This is where the disagree­

ment starts, were they elected for 
three years or were they elected 
for two years? 

The opinion that was issued 
states that the case is not "ripe"^ 
meaning that since the city 
council had not voted to "not" 
call an election, there was still 
time to do so. The document 
does say that the court has no 
jurisdiction on cases that are not 
"ripe". 

Black Farmers Pagt: I 

discrimination. Many received 
a $50,000 check and some had 
their debts to the agency forgiv­
en. 

But about five years after the 
first settlement checks were 
sent to black farmers, the pro­
gram is beset with complaints, 
criticisms and lawsuits. Those 
problems have^ led to a new 
attempt in Congress to revive 
the black farmers' historic 1997 
lawsuit agamsi the Agriculture 
Department. 

Beasley, 55, is one of thou­
sands of Mississippi farmers 
whose claims for compensation 
were denied. Farmers who filed 
claims had to prove that they 
applied for a USDA loan 
between 1981 and 1996 and 
that their application was 
denied due to racial discrimina­
tion. 

About 94,000 black farmers 
applied for compensation, but 

most of those applications -
81,000 - were rejected, accord­
ing to the Environmental 
Working Group. 

Beasley said his claim for com­
pensation was based on the 
USDA's rejection of several loan 
applications he submitted about 
20 years ago. And he said the 
agency approved other loan 
requests too late, sometimes 
months after planting season. 

But Beasley couldn't prove he 
had been treated differently than 
white farmers in the area. That 
would have required him to sub­
mit financial documents from 
his white neighbors. 

"We didn't have access to that 
type of information, so we were 
lost," Beasley said. 

He hired an attorney in 
Greenville to appeal his case. He 
lost the appeal. 

Rep. Artur Davis, D-Ala., is 
hoping to reopen the door for 
Beasley and thousands of other 

farmers shut out of settlements. 
Under Davis' legislation, 

farmers who say they didn't 
know about the Sept. 15, 2000, 
filing deadline may resubmit 
their claims. 

The legislation also would 
require the USDA to supply 
financial information about 
loans awarded to white farmers 
in a claimant's state. The depart­
ment would have to delay fore­
closures against black farmers 
who could prove discrimination. 

"Unresolved issues around the 
farmer's suits should not be 
swept under the rug or deferred 
to some constantly uncertain 
date in the future," Davis said. 
"Too many farmers ... have 
already waited too long for a 
correction to the unlawful dis­
crimination they endured for 
years." 

The Bush administration 
insists the program is a success. 
To make sure the USDA has 

stopped discriminatory prac­
tices, President Bush appointed 
Vernon Parker, a black lawyer 
from Arizona, to head the 
agency's civil rights office. 

Parker, who recentiy left the 
USDA, said he traveled to 
Alabama, Mississippi and 
Georgia to listen to complaints 
by black farmers. He said he's 
happy with the settiement. 

"We've made some historical 
changes," he said. 

Jimmy Robertson, a Jackson 
lawyer who filed a suit on behalf 
of white Mississippi farmers 
who also claimed mistreatment 
by the USDA, agrees. 

"The USDA wasn't discrimi­
nating just against black people," 
Robertson said. "It was discrim­
inating against poor people. God 
knows, black people took it on 
the chin, but the problems were 
more widespread." 

Federal judges dismissed the 
case filed by the white farmers. 

Courtroom Duly I'oge 1 
Not a lot is required to be a 

volunteer interpreter, mostiy 
just proficiency of the language 
being interpreted and time. To 
help respect both defendant 
and volunteer interpreter 
schedules, die Court has estab­
lished specific days of the 
montii for a "language docket." 
The docket normally falls on 
the afternoon of the second 
Wednesday of each month, but 
can be scheduled at other times 
if the need arises. Because of the 
large number of Spanish-speak­
ing defendants, the Court also 
sets aside two to three Friday 
afternoons per month for the 
Spanish language dockets. 

Interpreters are needed in 
several wa)^;. Sometimes they 
are needed at tiic jail for 

arraignments. Many are used for 
the Pre-trial Hearing to decide 
whether there will be a trial and if 
so, whether it will be by judge or 
jur>'. The Pre-trial hearing is nor­
mally informal and quick. The 
actual trial can be time consum­
ing as both the prosecutor and 
the defendant present their case. 
Ever>' thing said during the trial 
is interpreted so the defendant 
not only is heard, but also knows 
what is being said. 

NXTien volunteers are not avail­
able, the Court hires interpreters 
from one of several agencies. The 
cost ranges torn $100 to $300 
per interpreter per coun session. 
Fortunately, most of the time, 
only one interpreter is utilized 
per case. In cases requiring the 
same language, the cases are 
scheduled at the same time. 

Languages in need of transla­
tion on a regular basis through 
the Court include: 

• Afrikaans 
•Arabic 
• Bengali 
• Bosnian 
• Bulgarian 
• Cantonese 
• Croatian 
• Dutch 
•Ibo 
• Ethiopian 
• Farsi 
• Flemish 
• French 
• Gujarati 
• Hebrew 
• Hindi 
• Hungarian 
• Japanese 
• Korean 
• Malayalam 

• Mandarin Chinese 
• Persian 
• Phashto 
• Polish 
• Portuguese 
• Romanian 
• Russian 
• Scandinavian 
• Shanghai 
• Spanish 
• Tagalog 
•Thai 
•Turkish 
• Ukrainian 
• Urdu-Pakistan 
•Viemamese 
The top three language needs 

are Spanish, Mandarin Chinese 
and Korean. If you have language 
skills you would like to offer 
freely to the Piano Mimicipal 
Court, please call (972) 941-
2074. 

Southwest, which operates 
97% of the scheduled flights at 
Love, pays the bulk of Love's 
landing fee revenue, which 
totaled S1.7 million in 2005.The 
low-cost airline, which is the 
city's largest taxpayer, had 
agreed to the bump-up to 55 
cents, but had said it would fight 
any larger increase. 

Federal requirements provide 
that landing fees must avoid gen­
erating a big profit. City staff had 
earlier .warned councilmembers 
that the fee must capture no 
more than a reasonable amount 
toward paying airport ej^enses. 
Doing otherwise would violate 
promises die city made in return 

for federal money to build and 
improve its infi^structure. 

Love, which has very low 
debt obligations and significant 
cash on hand, has projected 
federal grant money participa­
tion of 8185 million t h r o u ^ 
2017. 

Southwest, in recent discus­
sions about raising the landing 
fee, has responded that it has 
not received any city incentives 
for its more than SI90 million 
investment since 1980 in its 
headquarters campus at Love 
Field. The airline, with 5,000 
employees in the Dallas area, 
paid nearly $16 million in local 
taxes in 2005. 
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Linda Wynn Drain 
Attorn^ At Law 

202 W. Louisiana, Suite 201 
McKinney, Texas 75069 

Telephone: 972-562-1215 
Fax:972-542-8170 

Former Collin County Assistant 
Distr ict Attorney (Prosecutor) 

• Practice Areas: 
• Fe lon ies 

• P a r o l e a n d P r o b a t i o n 

• Sexua l Assau l t 

• F a m i l y L a w 

• Ch i ld S u p p o r t 

• Juven i le Law 

• M i s d e m e a n o r s 

• D r i v i n g Whi le In tox ica t ed 

• D r u g C r i m e s 

• Divorce 
• Adoption Law 
• Wills Probate 

B U R 

2 P r i m e B u r i a l L o t s A t Restland's 
Afemorial r*arh "Highland Gartien" Section 

$ 2 , 8 0 0 E a c h o r B e s t O f T e r 
2 1 4 - 9 5 7 - 3 7 8 1 • 9 7 2 - 6 0 6 - 3 8 9 1 cvoiccmaii) 

C O M P U T E R S F R V T C E S 

Computer Support 
Summer S p B c i a i 
Includes Apples & P C s >^ 

$49.95' And Up 
Password Removals Virus Removals 
Data Recovery Softwfare Updates 
Network Support Software Support 
System Cleaning V^ireless Security 

pick-up mna eflivry »»ivic: ' -OUU-~tfOt>~0 ^^^ 

Call Today For a FREE Diagnoses*!! 
Emachines Toshiba Compaq Dell HP 

C3 Computer Consulting. Inc. 
3828 Forest Lan« St«. 116fi, Dallas. Taxaa 75334 

214-432-0336 (Main) / 1-SO0-S66-8744 (Toll Fre«) / 314-432-0327 (Fax) 
_.jfl(__w_j«____c_c_3-_c__tt_..n„s.. .ij_-L-i •••_jt..,J-^—c o. _in 

F V N li K A L S 

Heavenly Gate Funeral Services 
702 Gatewood Drive • Garland, Texas 

It 's not your s tandard Funeral home... 

h's the new standard in Funeral homes». 

Complete At- Need Funeral Packages available 
for all budgets, starting at $1,495.00 

=»* W t accept other pre-paid packages 
•*• We can handle ship ia/oul cases 
'"' We offer affordable cremation serviti;^ 
'*' \^e can travel an>when' within the United Slate;! 

hie 
iih >(iu in (lur office or at yuiir residence 

(972)240-2121,24hrs phone (972)240-3131, Fax 

H ii A L T H S F: R y i c i-: s 

"Low Cost Consumer Driven Health Plan" 
for the 

Self-Emploved * Retirees * Small Businesses * Families 

Full Plan-Medical - includes: Dental, Prescripttoni, Vision and Chiropractic Care 
Separate plans available Hhkh include: Dental, Prescriptions, 

\'isions and Chiropractic Care 

(972) 422-6368 
For more detailed information and/or to sign-up online go to: 

www.mybeneritsplus.com/ajemigan 

Albert Jernigan—Health Benefit Independent Broker 

O I I G A S 

FvAIR FR^K^E OFFFJlTg 
F o r Oil a n d / o r CJas B u y i n g 

Smal l " N E T " " R e v e n u e In te res t 
Fax Information To: 

972-881-1646 
Call Voice Mai l : 

972-606-3891 
(I-«:ave Mcssagt.) 
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Fredrick Douglass 
Frederick Douglass was bom 

into slavery on the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland, near 
Hasten in Talbot County in 
1818, and was given the name 
Frederick Augustus Washington 
Bailey (Baly), after his mother 
Harriet Bailey. As a young boy 
he was sent to Baltimore, to be 
a house servant, where he 
learned to read and write, with 
the assistance of his master's 
wife. At the age of twenty-one, 
masquerading as a sailor, he 
escaped to freedom in the 
North. There he married Anna 
Murray, a free African 
American woman whom he 
had met in Baltimore. Soon 
thereafter he changed his name 
to Frederick Douglass. 

A learned man, largely self-
educated, Douglass lectured 
brilliantly on behalf of the 
cause of abohtion.From 1845-

47, Douglass toured Great 
Britain, where his speeches 
aroused popular support for his 

cause. The British public raised 
the money to buy Douglass's 
freedom so that he might return 
to the United States to continue 
his fight without fear of being 

captured as a frigitive slave. 
Douglass's weekly journal,The 

North Star, together with his 
platform appearances, made him 
a major political force in the 
years leading to the Civil War, 
Although a friend and admirer 
of John Brown, Douglass 
opposed Brown's raid on 
Harper's Ferry for reasons he 
explains in "John Brown, an 
Address." 

When the war came, Douglass 
called for the use of black 
troops; his two sons served in the 
Union army. After the war, 
Douglass received presidential 
appointments from Presidents 
Grant, Garfield, and Harrison. 
He died in 1895. 

Fredrick Douglass was a bril­
liant speaker, a literate and 
thoughtful wTiter, and • one of 
the fathers of the Civil Rights 
movement. 

Frederick Douglass Elementary School's 
17th Annual Oratorical Competition 

and Black History Program 
The Frederick Douglass 

Elementary School held its 17th 
Annual Oratorical Competition 
and Black History Program on 
February 16th. The contest fea­
tured smdents from Pre-K to 3rd 

grade, and was moderated by 
Isheteg Beard and Gregory 
Washington. Entertainment was 
provided by the Sensational 
Singing Dolphins and the 
Magnificent Stepping Dolphins. 

Photos by £ . Dewayne Gibson, Jr. 

Committe members are Ms. S. 
Northcutt, Principal, Ms. M. 
Nash, Chairperson, Ms. M. 
Smith-Johnson, Ms. L. Gardner, 
Mr. W. W. Austin, Ms. B. Grant, 
Ms. S. Bailey, and Ms. B. Leonard. 

1st Grade Wintmr Pre-K Students singing 

DCCCD Breaks Ground Page I 

mously approved the purchase of 
10.5 acres in Pleasant Grove late 
last year. The facility * which will 
be named the Eastfield CoUege-
South Campus * is funded by 
DCCCD's current bond pro­
gram. The property is located 
near 802 S. Buckner Blvd. 
DCCCD will develop plans and 
construct the facility on the 
property within the next 24 to 36 
months. 

In May 2004, Dallas County 
voters approved a 8450 million 
bond program for the Dallas 
County Community College 
District; that facilities master 
plan includes new buildings on 
all campuses, plus five centers in 
either underserved or fast-grow­
ing areas of Dallas County, with 
some expansions or safety/ADA 
upgrades throughout facilities 
within DCCCD. The communi­
ty campuses * including the new 
Pleasant Grove facility * will 
offer credit and continuing edu­
cation classes, plus services such 
as career development and work­
force development programs. 

DCCCD bought the property 
from Geodesic Systems, Mount 
Rose Missionary Baptist 
Church, the Robert R. Knight 
Living Trust and Dr. Nailu 
Reddy; three properties also 
were purchased from 
Bankruptcy Trustee. The total 
cost of the land purchase as $2.3 
million. Quorum Commercial 
and SolenderHall Real Estate 
were the district's realtors for this 
transaction. 

Other new sites will be located 
in these general areas: Garland, 
south Irving, Coppell and west 
Dallas. 

VJ L L A G E 
n\ S l o w R R (n-) K I 

IT'S T H E 

LIFESTYLE 
Y O U ' V E B E E N W A I T I N G FOR! 

COMING TO M̂  KINNEY SPRING 2006 

972-540-6888 
T K A N S I ' D K I A I K ' N • StK iA[, A c n v i r i i . s • BiiAurv S A L O N 

BAKBI-K S H O I ' • Hl.AIlJ) SwiMMINti P(.)OI. • DiNINt; SKRVH I s 

W(:i l-Nl-SS PKtKiRAM • OlMKJNAr. HoUSIiKKIil'lNti • 5 5 ANIJ Ol.l'l-K 

5701 V I R G I N I A PARKWAY • M K I N N E Y , T E X A S 

WWVV.VII . I .ACEOFSTONEBROOKH.COM 

C. TRAYLOR 
INSURANCE AGENCY 

1 Stop for Insurance We shop - RATES!!! 

Great Rates 
on Home Insurance 

Low Cost Auto • Commercial 
Life • Health • Renters • Home 

CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTE! 
^150 Josey Lane, Ste 234 
1 (Josey & Jackson St.) 

Carrollton, TX 75006 
Phone: 972-242-4100 • Fax: 972-242-4119 

:, Email: ctraylorins@verizon.net 
Se Habia EspaAol 

END High Energy Prices - FIRE Sam Jol^nson! 
READ my website and TAKE BACK the USA! 
BobJohnsonforCongress.com - Let's Try FREEDOM! 

Did you know incumbent Congressman Sam Johnson: 

Is helping Bush keep oil prices up by his anti-with­
drawal stance? After Murtha's call for a six-month 
phase-out in November, gas prices fell sixty cents - only 
to rise again once Bush's 'plan' had no deadlines. 

Volunteered to nuke Svria? Then said it was ^kind of 
a joke' eleven days later? Maybe he just meant to 
invade Syria - but with what army, with our forces tied 
down in Iraq? Or will they use a draft? 

Said we should torture prisoners, despite the 90 to 9 
vote in the Senate for McCain's anti-torture bill? Even 
though he and McCain were tortured together in Hanoi? 

Gets very little for our district despite his 16 years of 
seniority? That the entire Texas delegation is asleep 
on the job since Texas is 40th nationally in ^pork' for 
2003. getting only $23.09 per Texan versus an average 
for $34.33 per US citizen? They'd rather give away our 
money in exchange for the 'privilege' of staying in Iraq 
and torturing prisoners. Bad horse-trading. Pd say. 

Voted consistently for Most Favored Nation status 
for Communist China since 1991? That slave labor 
camps and ripped off patents are fi'equently used there 
to compete with our free workers and are killing our 
high-tech district? That their growth and savings from 
this is helping to build their military? 

Is involved in the DeLay/Abramoff scandal? That it's 
connected to his being in the bottom half of Republican 
Congressmen in 2004 on fiscal responsibility? 

Insulted the very person - Richard Nixon - who got 
him out of Hanoi, yet praised Bush who has gotten us 
into Iraq but won't get us out? 

Voted against extending Hate Crimes Laws to cover 
sexual orientation, gender, and disability? That if you 
vote Republican in the Primary, you can become a del­
egate in June 2006 to help me overturn the plank in 
the Texas Republican 2004 platform which seeks to 
abolish ALL Hate Crimes Laws? 

Did you know that he got over 180.000 votes in the 
General Election in November 2004 but only about 
12.000 in the Republican Primary? That voting 
Republican in the Primary is the ONLY way to fire 
Sam Johnson since no Democrat has ever broken 
26% in the district? That you can vote Republican 
in the Primary but vote any way you want in the 
General? 

STOP BEING IGNORED! PLEASE vote in the 
REPUBLICAN Primary to have impact March 7th. 

Early voting begins Feb, 21st. 
Paid for by Friends of Bob Johnson, Bob Johnson Treasurer. P O. Box 867285 Piano TX 75086. 214-205-0813, 

Page 6 • February 23 - March 01,2006 * Minority Opportunity News - The Gazette I isit Our Website At tvtLiv.MOXTheCiazetle.cotH 

• ^ • i * * ««*ii# • m HifcAiooxnii mimittntii»m * ii*i**«niiiak«ki*iilM*4*illa M^»l ^ • • • l < » » ^ » » ^ ^ — . 

mailto:ctraylorins@verizon.net
http://BobJohnsonforCongress.com


H t n a i l E n t e r t a i n m e n t 
N e w s A n d E v e n t s t o 

Entertaintnentfa MonTheGazette.com 

Toni Braxton To Tour After 10-Year Absence 
Except for Broadway musicals 

and a few select appearances, 
Toni Braxton hasn't done many 
live performances in the past 
decade. But that's about to 
change. 

The R&B diva is embarking 
on her first tour in 10 years to 
support her latest albiun, 
"Libra." The tour will kick off 
March 10 in Atlantic City, N.J., 
and end July 3 in Houston at the 
Essence Music Festival. 

"rm thrilled to be going out 

on the road again," Braxton said 
Friday in a statement to The 
Associated Press. '.'I can't wait to 
bring not only the hits that people 
know and love but to share the 
new music fi-om Libra' with the 
audience." 

Braxton, who is best known for 
hits such as "Breathe Again," 
"You're Makin' Me High" and 
"Love Shoulda Brought You 
Home," has starred on Broadway 
in "Aida" and "Beaut>' and the 
Beast." 

Spike Lee Plans Movie On Joe Louis 
The latest Hollywood trend of 

boxing related movies are not 
going to stop any time soon. 
According to several pubhshed 
reports, award winning movie 
producer and director. Spike 
Lee, is planning on making a 
film on hea\'>'weight champion 
Joe Louis. The film will star 
Terrance Howard, who will take 
on the role of Joe Louis. 
Howard was nominated for a 
best actor Oscar for his lead role 
in critically acclaimed picture 
Hustle & Flow. 

Louis, considered among 
many as the greatest heavy­

weight of all time, enjoyed a 
heavyweight tide reign that last­
ed 12 years. Louis won the 
heavweight title in 1937 when 
he stopped James J. Braddock in 
e i ^ t h rounds. He was one of 
the combatants in arguably the 
most important event in the 
sport of boxing when he faced 
off with German fighter Max 
Schmeling, in Jime 1938, when 
America and Germany were 
involved in the Second World 
War. 

Louis passed away on April 
12, 1981 at the age of 66, fi-om 
heart failure. 

'Madea's Family Reunion* Soundtrack 
Released; Film Hits Theaters Friday 

'Find 

Motown Records re-teams 
with Lionsgate and ground­
breaking director/actor/play­
wright Tyler Perry to release 
the soundtrack for his new 
movie, "Madea's Family 
Reunion." The Madea... 
soundtrack will be in stores 
on February 21st three days 
prior to the films' nationwide 
opening on February 24th. 
In preparation for the sound­
track release, the label is pro­
moting the sultry Brian 
McKnight ballad. 
Myself In You." 

Tyler Perry exec­
utive-produced the 
soundtrack and 
made certain that 
every song on the 
s o u n d t r a c k 
appears in the 
movie. So fans will 
be pleased to find 
that, like the 
movie, Madea's 
Family Reunion 
soundtrack focuses 
on themes of love 
and family. The 
soundtrack con­
tains new songs 
from talented 

artists as UL Cool J 
featuring Mary 
Mary ("We're Gonna Make 
I t") , Chaka Khan ("Keep 
Your Head Up") , Johnny Gill 
("You For Me - T h e Wedding 
Song"), KEM ("Tonight") 
and a rousing all-star ensem­
ble comprised of Chaka 
Khan, Gerald Levert,yolanda 
Adams and Carl Thomas on 
the rousing, "Everyday 

(Family Reunion)." Perry also 
tapped into soul classic 
favorites like Al Green's "Love 
And Happiness" and The 
O'Jays' "Family Reunion" to 
round out the soundtrack. 

The movie revolves around 
the 68-year old southern matri­
arch; Mabel Simmons, 
"Madea" (played by Perry) the 
central character in last year's 
blockbuster, "Diary Of A Mad 
Black Woman." "Madea's 
Family Reunion" finds Madea 
using every^tAcpcyiniier arsenal 
to keep the peace and hold her 

family together for a rapidly 
approaching family reunion. 
The all star cast includes Blair 
Underwood, Lynn Whitfield, 
Boris Kodjoe,Henry Simmons, 
Maya Angelou, Rochelle Ayers, 
Jenifer Lewis, Cicely Tyson and 
many other familiar faces. 

Last year, Perry took the 
entertainment industry by 

storm with the release of his #1 
box-office hit, "Diary Of A 
Mad Black Woman" which gar­
nered over S22 million dollars 
in its opening weekend. The 
Diary Of A Mad Black Woman 
soundtrack, was released one 
month after the theatrical 
release on Rowdy/Motown 
Records. 

Lionsgate and Motown are 
working closely with Perry to 
launch a multi-media market­
ing campaign to promote the 
movie and soundtrack that 
includes a promotional part­
nership with Ashley Stewart. 
Plans are in the works for both 
the film and the soundtrack to 
be featured throughout the 
Ashley Stewart fashion retail 
chain and will also be offering 
the soundtrack for sale. 

Tyler P e r r y ' s M a d e a ' s 
Family Reunion Soundt rack 
Listing: 

Find Myself In You - Brian 
McKnight 

We're Gonna Make It - LL 
Cool J featuring Mary Mary 

Keep Your Head Up - Chaka 
Khan 

Tonight - Kem 
Everyday (Family Reunion) 

- Chaka Khan, Gerald Levert, 
Yolanda Adams & Carl 
Thomas 

Love And Happiness - Al 
Green 

You For Me (The Wedding 
Song) - Johnny Gill 

Family Reunion - The 
O'Jay's 

I'll Be-Wi l l Downing 
Wounds In The Way -

Rachelle Ferrell 

EiSEMANN CENTER 

Qne Performance Only! 
Saturday, February 25 at 8:00 PM 
Hill Performance Hall Spotlight Series 

Featuring 
The Duke Ellington Orchestra 

Music Director 
Barrie Lee Hall, jr. 

aivj 

Hie Ann Swain Qaik Sacred 
Concert Giorale 

Chtxal Director 
Ann Swain Cbrk 

With Special Guests 
Hamilton Park Men's Oionis 

of Richardson, Texas 

DaliasNews.com 
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Cuba Gooding Jr. To Host NAACP's 
37th Annual Image Awards 

. Cuba Gooding, Jr. is set to host 
The 37th NAACP Image Awards, 
which tapes Saturday (Feb. 25) at 
the Shrine Auditorium in Los 
Angeles for a broadcast on March 
3 at 8 p.m. on Fox. 

"We are elated to have an actor 
as talented and charismatic as 
Cuba Gooding, Jr. as host," 
Executive Producer Vicangelo 
Bulluck said of the "Boat Trip" 
actor. "His dynamic personality, 

quick wii aiki imcinational appeal 
will make this year's Image 
Awards a very memorable event." 

Confirmed presenters to date 
include: Toni Braxton, Chris 
"Ludacris" Bridges, Nick 
Cannon, Vin Diesel, Kimberly 
Elise, Donald Faison, Omar 
Gooding, Dwayne "The Rock" 
Johnson, Star Jones Reynolds, 
Kerry Washington and Lynn 
Whitfield. 

Special honorees include 
Essence magazine's Susan Taylor, 
who will receive the NAACP 
President's Award, and the leg-
endar>' Carlos Santana will be 
inducted into the NAACP Image 
Awards Hall of Fame. Carlos 
Santana is also scheduled to per­
form with special guest, Anthony 
Hamilton. 

In honor of Black History Month, 
we want to offer members of the 

community a way to protect their 
families. From now until February 

28th, 2006, you can receive: 

1/2 Off 
Selected 

Cemetery Property 
Or 

15% Discount 
on Complete 

Cemetery 
PreArrangements 

Contact Doug at 
Restland at 

972-761-8841 
THE 

Restland 
SIMPLICITY 

PLAN* 

AMERICAN NA-nONAL BANK 
OF TEXAS 

to Customers in Tex 
Since 1875 
yC Free Business Checking 

-yC Commercial Loans and Lines of Credit 

^ Preferred SBA Lender 

•^ Personal Loans and Lines of Credit 

^ Free Online Banking 

yC Cosfi Management Services for Businesses 

yC WeoltLi Management Group, 

Investments^ Trust and Insurance 

Collin County 
Banking Centers: 

Allen 
720 S Greenville 

McKinney 
2851 S. Central Expressway at 

Eldorado Pkwy. 

Piano 
1101 Eost Plono Pkwry. 

Wylie 
301 S Hwy. 78 

Customer Service 
972-524-3411 

24 Hr Account Access 
l -80a293-6211 

•111* 

Put American Know-How To Work for You. 
Allen • Canton • Crondoll • For: „ , • .. _, ......̂  • ..^....,.,^i\ • Lone Oak • McKinney 

Pbno • Ouinlan • RockwoJi • Rowlert • Royse City • Sochse • Seagovttle • Terreti 

Weit Towakoni • Wifis Point • Wylie 
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New Orleans Courts Face Mardi Gras Amid Crisis 
B y : Kev in Kro Uck iMon 

New Orleans courts are 
bracing for the annual Mardi 
Gras rush when hundreds are 
arrested for petty crimes, but 
this year's will strain a criminal 
justice system critics say has 
been pushed to crisis by 
Hurricane Katrina. 

The municipal court, which 
handles misdemeanors such as 
public drunkenness, has been 
shunted to an area used for 
suspect line-ups in the storm-
damaged House of Detention. 
The damaged sign on the gray 
jailhouse reads simply: "House 
ofD." 

Inside, inmates huddle in a 
corner in blaze-orange prison 
uniforms. The one-way glass 
behind the judge's bench has 
been decorated with Mardi 
Gras masks, one laughing, 
one crying. 

"We're going to make sure 
that people get a hearing with­
in 48 hours," said Judge John 
Shea. But, looking out from 
his improvised seat in the city's 
only remaining jail, he added, 
"I guess it's a band-aid 
approach." 

Critics charge the New 
Orleans criminal court system 
is failing to obtain lawyers for 
thousands of indigent city-jail 
inmates now dispersed to pris­
ons across Louisiana.They are 
threatening to seek the release 
of thousands prisoners unless 
the situation is fixed. 

With some 80 percent of 
New Orleans defendants 

unable to afford a lawyer, prob­
lems that dogged the public 
defenders office before the 
storm are now at crisis levels, 
critics say. 

The court's chief judge, 
Calvin Johnson, has ordered an 
investigation of the indigent-
defense program and asked the 
Tulane and Loyola law schools 
for help. 

"I am going to 
tell you that what 
we have in this 
city no longer 
l o o k s l i k e 
American justice. 
It looks like what 
you read about in 
the Soviet gulag," 
said Tulane law 
professor Pamela 
Metzger, who is 
working with the 
court on reforms. 

New Orleans Judge Arthur 
Hunter has halted prosecutions 
in his court and ordered New 
Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin and 
state officials to testify on 
Thursday the public defenders 
system. 

The city funds most of its 
$2.2 million public-defenders 
program through parking fees 
and fines, which dried up after, 
Katrina. 

T h e i n d i g e n t - d e f e n d e r ' s 
office has just six lawyers, down 
from 42 before the storm. 
There are no remaining staff or 
investigators, and lawyers can­
not meet defendants outside 
court because inmates have 

been sent to far-flung state pris­
ons, critics charge. 

Attorney Rick Schroeder, 
appointed as an advisor by 
Johnson, said he would report 
to the court by mid-March on 
issues including the rights of 
defendants to due process and a 
speedy trial. 

"It's an unimaginable situa­
tion where the court has to face 

the total collapse of resources," 
Schroeder said. "The sheer pas­
sage of time — more than six 
months -- would suggest that 
evidence is being lost." 

•UMBO HELL' 
No court official knows how 

many pending cases there are, 
but most agree the total is over 
4,000. The indigent defenders 
office last week said it would 
limit its work to the 1,200 old­
est cases, meaning 3,000 or so 
inmates continue to lack a 
lawyer. 

Some arrests were made 
more than 60 days ago for sus­
pected felonies, and prosecu­
tors have failed to meet dead­

lines for deciding whether to 
press charges, said Steve 
Singer, a Loyola law professor 
also working with Johnson. 

"It's absolutely uncon­
scionable to ... (keep) people in 
jail without a lawyer. How can 
they file a request to see the evi­
dence, to see if it's all floated 
away? How can they do any­
thing? They're all stuck in this 
Jimbo hell," he said. 

In Shea's courtroom, a chunk 
of the black ceiling is peeling 
away from unrepaired water 
damage. Clerks work from card 
tables and visitors sit in folding 
chairs. 

On a recent morning, paper­
work related to the cases of two 
inmates has gone missing, halt­
ing the proceedings. 

"I've never seen anything like 
this," said Shea, a 26-year-vet-
eran judge, who is both deter­
mined to keep his court work­
ing and conscious of its lack of 
resources. 

Outside court, Dennis 
Martin, 18, faces charges for 
trespassing after visiting his 
storm-damaged public housing 
complex. His friend, also a for­
mer resident of the mid-city 
Guste Housing Project, protest­
ed in court and was threatened 
with a contempt charge. 
Neither is anxious to post bond 
or face trial. Neither has a 
lawyer. 

"We just went out for a pack 
of cigarettes," Martin said. 
"The way they're doing us 
ain't right." 

Career Oooortunities 
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Delay Ibte In Big Easy Page 1 

Louisiana lawmakers have 
approved plans to set up voting 
centers in 10 state parishes and 
let evacuees vote absentee in the 
April 22 city elections. NAACP 
officials said that's too soon. 

B a r e l y o n e - t h i r d of 
residents have returned to 
Orleans Parish, which was two-
thirds black before Hurricane 
Katrina, according to estimates 
from the Greater New Orleans 
Community Data Center. Tens 
of thousands of displaced peo­
ple are still without permanent 
housing. 

"Protecting voting- rights is 
going to depend on the absentee 
ballot process," said John H. 
Jackson, the NAACPs chief pol­

icy officer. 
Kwame I. Asante, president of 

the NAACP's Baton Rouge 
branch, said: "We've received 

Retirement at its best! 
Good Samaritan Villages of Denton 
Twinhomes • Retirement Aparlmenls • Assisted Living 

Skilled Nursing Care • In/Out Patient Therapy 

Call or Visit Today 
You'll see why Good Samaritan is the choice for retirement living. 

Denton Village ^Hn^H Lake Forest Village 
94U-3H3-26St or P l̂fl 940-891-0856 or 

972-434-4518 (Metro) C ^ ^ ^ ^ B 972-t34-3851 (Metro) 
ILk. 1(11950) Q ^ i : ^ r X 7 C x ^ ,1 [J 11)7486) 

ri»r complete Job Listinj; go to: vvw\v.|jood-sani.coni 

many calls from people who are 
asking, 'VCliere do we go? How 
do we register to vote?' . . . It's loo 
soon for many people." 

Career Onnortunities 
(^•n:as.'t Mjfkuug t.' aJvcriiit in our laritr 

opjvinuniiy ^eau>^ '>7J-60fi-74W l-ax 
(If Ivmail ciipy tor ijuoic: Fax: 'iTJ-Strt^tXHS. 

h'mail' nrp-Tiunm./ miTthtga/L-ttcci'm 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS 
Division of Equity and Diversity 

1 Kst pa^nans aa i pan ol ihc 'Jiii .VnniEJ Lquit\ 2nd Divmit} CtjnteKriCe, 

'The PtjMer of Inclusion!" 

Univereitv- of North Texas 
t'nivtRJt)' Union 

Denton, TX 

B n wt>Nc: 

ChunKt, Hope and Eqiulity 
Fcbnurv23,2006 
(i;.'()it)7:^5p.in. 

Lveryonc it m iied to rhis 
frix- program. 

AltthrWurM'iaSfR|e: 
I ruin (Ai'lution lo lpclu*iion 

F;:bji!;ir> M. :{XK> 
X:l5u)9:l5a.m. 

VoiANDAKlNG 

OpenM) l\i's. Open M) Soul: 
Disc()\erin;jlhcPoHfrot 

Divmih 

February 24,2006 
7:oot« 8:15 p.m. 

CaA<(t(K«r^ttMO())odewitinlbnnit)Gfl: 940.565.2456 or innisMJti^^i^o/laf^fltim^jjxG^ 

AmericanAirlines 
Americc^:^' 

Yolanda King Ticket information 
University Information Center, Level 3 
940.565.3805 
817.267.3731x3805 
Df W Metroplex toll free number 
Monday - Friday, 8.-00 a.m. - 6.-00 p.m. 
Saturday -10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
AMEX.Discover.MC and Visa . 

2 free tickets' UNT students with [D 

$5.00-nofl-UNT students with ID 

$7 JO - m faculty «\i staff with ID, along with 
children under 12 and senior dtuens 

SlO-OO-generalpi^lic 

All seats are general admission. 
Doors open at 6:30 p m 

No refunds. Program subject to change. 

Book signing follows program, with books 
sold by University Bookstore, 

B 

CITY OF 
PLANO, TEXAS 

Piano 

'Mil.' 

POLICE HOTLINE 
(972) 941-7299 

FIRE HOTUNE 

(972) 941-7402 

24 HOUR 
CAREER INFORMATION H O T U N E 

(B73}M1-7116 

H ofn* P»(|«: www.p4ano.0ov 

ff\ FAX (972) M l -7239 

' A A / EOE /ADA 

Career_ODportunities 
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Dallas Fire-Rescue Department 
will be accepting applications for the position of 

Firefighter/Paramedic Trainee. 
Interested individuals will need to submit their application with the Civil Service 

Department located at: City Hall, 1500 Marilla, IC South • Dallas, lexas 75201. 

Please be advised that this applkatkin period will be for two weeks beginning February 21st through March 3, 
2006. You may choose to download t h e application at h t t p : / / jobs.dallascityhall.org i t is strongly suggested 
that applications be (hand) delivered to the Civil Service office. Applicants will need 5 official transcripts (total) but 

for the init ial process of your application you wil l only need 1 . 
^ ^ — Benefits: — — ^ 
•Starting Salary-^38,640.00 
" Unffcfms-pravided 
' Insurance- Life, Health, Dental and Vision 
•Pension Plans-401k, 457, 
"Work lOdays per month (shift) 

Recent 
Journalism 
Graduate? 

Trying to Get 
Your Foot in The Door? 
Community Newspaper 
seeking Part Time Writer 

to cover Community 
Events. Aiust be familiar 
with AP Style. Bilingual 
English/ Spanish a Plus. 

Please call 
972-606-3891 and 
lea\T a message. 

Minimum Requirements: — — — ^ — ^ — — ^ — — 
** forty-fn* (45) sernester ere* hri, with a qpa of (C) 2.0 or greater fioni an accredited ( ^ 

' or university (exkidingdevekipniental courses) 

** Minmuim of four (4) years of actw service in the Anned Foices of the United States 
received art'hot)orabie(fed)arge'will substitute fix the entire coHegeeduca^ 

* Must be at least eighteen years rf age to apply *VaBd Texas Drivers Uense with a goo^ 
drivtngre(ord*PassttieOepartmeri(sPhyiitalAbi8tyfet 

*VKkm(2O/40inorweye&20/100inothereyecorffCtaMeto»^artdW^ 

*WMghtwithtn2S%of Ideal limits. 

* Satisfectory employment lecord 
' Free from use of controlled substances or excessive use of alcohol 
^ Mim not have t)eeEi convicted of any seriotfi crime and or have crNrwtal charges pending. 

R O U T E 
P E R S O N S 
Needed For: 

G ar land/Mesquite / 
P iano/Richardson/ 

N . DaUas / 
F a r m e r s villeAVy l ie/ 

McKlnney/AUen/ 
Frisco/LcwisvUle/ 

D e n t o n / D a l l a s 

Areas 

Salary 
Negotiable 
Call (972) 
606-3891 

Please leave 
a message! 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Posi t ion 
F U L L - T I M E EXECUTIVE P R O D U C E R 

KWRD F M located in Irving, T X is looking for a full-time 
Executive Producer. You will be responsible for on-air 
sound quality' of the radio station, a Monday through 
Friday Board Operator shift as well as adhering to all F C C 
regulations and guidelines, and transmitter operations. 
Ability to run syndicated programming, as well as the abili­
ty- to produce a live local show. Experience with ENCO, or 
comparable automation system, as well as Adobe Audition 
is preferred. 

Please fax a lener along with a brief resume to David 
Darling, Operations Manager at 214-561-9662 or email to 
ddarling^thewordfin.com. N O P H O N E CAIXS 
PLEASE! Deadline for resumes is 4/13/06 

K W R D F M is a subsidiary of Salem Communications, an 
equal opportunity employer. 

Established Publication 
In the process of launching a Black Consumer Directory 
for Black Businesses to Showcase their services. 
Black Directory will have a significant online presence. 
Looking for sales manager for this project. 

Applicant must possess: • 
• Advertising Sales Experience (A Must) 
•Be A Self Starter 
• Organizational Skills 
• Ability To Manage Sales Personnel 

> 

Send Resume to: Publisher@MontheGazette.com or 
fax to 972-881-1646, leave message at 972-606-3891. 

IRVING 
DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING 
AND REWARDING CAREER? 

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER! 

• Competitive wages 
• Array of benefits 
• Education incentive pay 
• . . . and more 

SIGN UP TO TAKE 
THE aTY OF IkVLHG'S NEXT 

CnVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM. 
CA[JL (972) 721-2532 TO REGISTER. 

The City of Irving does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, reli­
gion, age, or disability in employment or the provision of services, 

www. cL Irving, tx. us 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Eesitifin 
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT 

The Word 100.7 FM located in Irving TX is looking for a 
Production Assistant to work 30 hours per week for in Production 
Department. Candidate should be able to handle daily spot produc­
tion and editing with quick turnaround, run live satellite programs 
and board operation for 2 stations, possible evening fill-in news 
anchor, a\-ailablc to work evenings and be extremely detail oriented. 

Benefits package includes medical, dental, \'ision, life insurance, 
401 (k), paid vacation and sick leave. Please fax cover letter and 
resxime to David Darling, Operations Manager at 214-561-9662 or 
email to ddariingiSksky.com 

NO PHONE CAULS PLEASE! 

The Word 100.7 FM is a subsidiary of Salem Communications, an 
equal opportunity employer. 

Posted on 4 5 05 

J 

TISEO PAVING COMPANY 
419 E. Hwy. 80, Mesquite, TX 75150 

Tel: (972) 289-0723 Fax: (972) 216-5637 
www.tiseopaving.com 

Performing Concrete Street 
Paving in the Metroplex Area 

We Accept Subcontracting Bids For All 
Public Works Project in the Dallas Area 

We Are Accepting Applications for 
Concrete Mixer Drivers and Heavy 

Equipment Mechanics 

Equal Opportunity Employer 
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Church News 
- P . U . S .H ~ 

T h e m e a n i n g of the let­
te rs P.U.S.H has been used 
n u m e r o u s t imes in var ious 
pub l i ca t ions . Moreover , 
this s tory has been a round 
for a while; p e r h a p s you 
have r e a d i t before ; i t ' s 
good to be r eminded that 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g God, a n d 
what His desire for us to do 
should be our top priori ty. 

A man was sleep­
ing one night in his 
cabin when sudden­
ly his room filled 
with light, and God 
appeared. The 
Lord told the man 
that He had work 
for him to do; and 
showed him a large 
rock in front of his 
cabin. The Lord 
explained that the 
man was to push 
against the rock 
with all his might. 
This the man did, 
day after day. 

For many years he toiled 
from sun up to sun down, his 
shoulders set squarely 
against the cold, massive sur­
face of the unmoving rock, 
pushing with all of his might. 
Each night the man returned 
to his cabin sore and worn 
out; he felt that his whole day 
had been spent in vain. 

Since the man was showing 
discouragement, the adver­
sary (Satan) decided to enter 
the picture by placing 
thoughts into the man's 
weary mind: "You have been 
pushing against that rock for 
a long time, and it hasn't 
moved." Thus , he gave the 
man the impression that the 
task was impossible and that 

he was a failure. Keep in mind 
that the task was impossible 
for the man to do by himself. 

The thoughts only served to 
discourage and disheartened 
the man that much more. 
Satan said, "Why kill yourself 
over this? Just put in your 
t ime, giving the minimum 
effort; and that will be good 
enough." Tha t ' s what the 
weary man planned to do, but 
decided to make it, "A m a t ­
te r of p r a y e r " and to take his 
troubled thoughts to the Lord. 

"Lord," he said, "I have 

Picture of The Week 
(L to R) Mr. Carl T.January, Dallas District Mgr.; 

Ms. Toi Pearson, McKinney High School Sr.; Sister Tarpley; 
and Mr. Eric Martinez, Dallas Postmaster at the 

untjeiling of the Hattie McDaniel Stamp 

labored long and hard in your 
service, putting all my strength 
to do that which you have 
asked. Yet, after all this time, I 
have not even budged that 
rock by half a millimeter. 
What is wrong? Why am I fail­
ing?" The Lord responded 
compassionately, "My friend, 
when I asked you to serve Me 
and you accepted, I told you 
that your task was to push 
against the rock with all your 
strength, which you have 
done. Never once did I men­
tion to you that I expected you 
to move it. Your task was to 
push. And now you come to 
Me with your strength spent, 
thinking that you have failed." 
But, is that really so? Look at 
yourself. Your arms are strong 

and muscled, your back 
sinewy (strong) and brown; 
your hands are callused from 
constant pressure, your legs 
have become massive and 
hard." 

"Through opposition you 
have grown much, and your 
abilities now surpass that 
which you used to have. True, 
you haven't moved the rock. 
But your calling was to be 
o b e d i e n t and to p u s h ; to 
exercise your faith; and to 
trust in My Wisdom. That you 
have done. Now I, my friend, 

will move the rock." 
At times, when we 
hear a Word from 
God, we tend to use 
our own intellect to 
decipher what He 
wants, when actual­
ly what God wants is 
just a simple obedi­
ence and faith in 
Him. 

By all means, 
exercise the faith 
that moves moun­
tains, but know that 
it is still God who 
moves mountains . 

When everything seems to go 
wrong - just P.U.S.H.! When 
the job gets you down - just 
P.U.S.H.! When people don't 
react the way they should -
just P.U.S.H.! When your 
money is "gone" and the bills 
are due - just PU.S.H.! When 
people just don't understand 
y o u - j u s t P.U.S.H.! 

P .U.S.H 
(P ray Unt i l 

S o m e t h i n g Happens ) 

Church Happenings 

Email: religion'amonthegazette.com 
Office: 972-516-4191 
Voice Mail: 972-606-3878 

Fax: 972-516-4197 

Let MON-The Gazette help your 
church accomplish the Prayer of Jabez, 
"Enlarge our territory to expand opportuni­
ties that may impact in such a tvay that lue 
touch more lives for God's gbry. Let us do 
more for Him." 

C H R I S T A N D C O M M O N 

March 17, 7:00 pm 
You are cordially invited to "A 

Personal Seminar" for males and 
females, ages 12 and olderj at 
Mt. Olive Church of Piano, 740 
Avenue F, Suite 303 in Piano, 
with Pastors Sam & Gloria 
Fenceroy. The theme is, 
"Operation Transformation" 
found in John 10:10. This is, 
"God's solution to balance . . . in 
every area of your life!" Rev. 
Marilyn Giles is our speaker for 
this spirit-filled and informative 
seminar. 

For more information and fees, 
please call Marva Hickman @ 
214-664-9888 

Christ and Common Sense 
Rev. Marilyn J. Giles, Founder 
P.O.Box 150723 
Dallas,TX 75315 
214-664-9888 

DENTON FULL 
GOSPEL HOLY TEMPLE 
March 8- 11, 7:30 pm Nigfnly 
Please join us as we host our 

armual "Harvest Time" Crusade 
with guest preachers: Pastor 
John Home, Austin, TX; Pastor 
Andre' Lee, Houston, TX; and 
Dr. Dorinda Clark-Cole, Detroit, 
Michigan. For more informa­
tion, please call 940-484-0963 

Denton Full Gospel Holy 
Temple 
Dr. Floyd Daniels III, Pastor 
529 Bohvar Street 
Denton, TX 76201 
940-484-0963 

CRIENPSHIPWEST 
BATTIST CHURCH. 

OAK CLIFF 
March 8'12, 2006 

You are cordially invited to our 
2006 Super SAM (Single and 
Married) Conference. Daytime 
fare offers a series of seminars 
and workshops that address 
financial empowerment, cultural 
awareness, relationships, mar­
riage, family and much more. 
Keynote speakers include: 
Senior Pastor, Dr. Frederick 

Church Directory 

T'cmpie ofTaitfi Cfiristian Cfuipef CMT. Cfmrcfi 

"Where Jesus is the Main Attraction" 

Sunday Worship Eiperience - 8:00 am & 10:45 am 
Wednesday Bible Study - 12:00 Noon & 7:00 pm 

Dr. Jenime K-
McNdl.Jr..P»s<or 

14120 Noel R o a d • Dal las , T X 75254 

972-239-1120 (Office) • 972-239-5925 (Fax) 
templeofraith_cme@sbcglobal.net (Email) 

Ili;iHln m'^iiiimit;\(liihl DcMlopimnI f enrii - ^72-404-1412 

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALLEN 
= ^ a g ^ | | ^ Pastor W.L. Stafford Sr., M.Div 

j^^H "A Ministry that im on the Move for Christ" 

CMtne experience the Worship Atmospherf at l'ellai*>hip. you wiU never be the same. 

200 Belmont Drive • Allen, Texas • 75013 
Phone 972-359-9956 • wM-w.(bcofanen.org 

I . l i l k l o ' d ' - ' ( - h u l l It . . . . 

" • • • • ' n , , / | | , M , S)«£l» 

•...I ^ uh M..l.•l..^ / ^....rh t-i I 

•If you need a ride to worship with us, please call the church. 

'mm^^^mjfft' 

Mt. Olive Church of Piano 
740 Avenue F Piano, TX 75074 972 633 5511 

WWW.MOCORORG 

Serving the Piano Community for 13 Years 

Sunday Worship 
8 am & 11 am 

Wednesday Night 
7:15 pm 

/'Ĵ I(•r̂  \jni i iiloru Fmceroy 

Call Pastor Sam on: '"Vision & Truth Live" 
Radio Broadcast: KWRD 100.7 FM Sundays 9pm-10pm 

HEAR PASTOR SAM DAILY ON: "TRUTH MADE SIMPLE" 
KGGR 1040AM MONDAY - FRIDAY 5:25PM - 5:30PM 

Haynes, III; Dr. Sheila Bailey, 
Concord Church, Dallas, TXj 
Bishop Joseph Walker, Mt. Zion 
Church, Nashville, TN; Rev. 
Corey Brown, Bethel Baptist 
Institutional Church in 
Jacksonville, FL; Rev. Jasmin 
Sculark, Shiloh Missionary 
Baptist Church, York, PA; and 
Rev. Steven Carter, Mount 
Ararat Baptist Church, Brooklyn, 
NY. Gospel Recording Artist 
Fred Hammond will close the 
conference with a concert. 

For more information and fees, 
please call the church @ 
214-371-2029 

Friendship West Baptist 
Church 
Dr. Frederick D. Ha>Ties, III 
Senior Pastor 
2020 W.Wheadand Road 
DaUas,TX 75232 
972-228-5200 

MOUNT OLIVE 
CHLT^CH OF PLANO 

March 17, 7:00 pm 
Please join us for "A Personal 

Seminar" for males and females, 
ages 12 and older. The theme is, 
"Operation Transformation" 
found in John 10:10. This is, 
"God's solution to balance . . . in 
every area of your life!" The 
speaker will be the dynamitic Rev. 
Marilyn Giles from Christ and 
Common Sense Butterfly Club. 

For more information and fees 
please call Mar\^a Hickman @ 
214-664-9888 

Ml. Olive Church of Piano 
Rev. Sam Fenceroy, 
Senior Pastor 
740 Avenue F, Suite 303 
Piano, TX 75074 
972-633-5511 

Brian J. Nickerion 
Funrral Counttlirr 

NEMLJLIEE 
EELLOWSHlI^OttiECH 
foitt Us at Our New Worship 

Location: 
"New Service Times" 
Sunday Life Bible School -

Sundays % 9:00 am 
Sunday Life Worship Service 

- Sundays @ 10:00 am 
life In The Word Prayer & 

Bible Study - Wednesdays @ 
7:00 pm 

For more information, please 
call 972-671-1096 

Entirt Month of March, 2006 
Moving Towards The Vision" 

March 12, 3:30 pm 

You are cordially invited and 
encouraged to attend our 6th 
Church Celebration Service. 
Our theme is: "Doing a New 
Thing," Isaiah 43:19. The 
service will be at the Wyndham 
Garden Hotel - Dallas Park 
Central, 8051 LBJ Freeway, 
Dallas, TX 75251. Our spirit-
filled and anointed guest 
speaker will be the renowned 
Rev. W. L. Stafford, Sr., Pastor 
of Fellowship Baptist Church 
of Allen. You don't want to 
miss this man of God illumi­
nating God's truth. 

March 18, 8:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Please join us, and hear God's 

Dynamic Plan for You, Your 
Spouse & Family, at our First 
Annual Family First Fellowship 
Breakfast and Conference at 
Greater Zion Missionary 
Baptist Church, 4751 Hopkins 
Avenue, Dallas,TX 75209. For 
more information and confer­
ence fees please call the church 
@ 972-671-1096 
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Funeral Home 
I One day there'll be an empty chair in your house... take the] 

loving step lofind out more. There is no cost or obligation. 

3910 S Lancaster Rd. • Dallas, Texas 75216 

214-371-8093 (Office) • 214-938-3289 (Cellular) 

Frankie &. Barbara Washington, Owners 

MJCHELLBS PIRST LA'DY 
FASHIOH BDUTIQUB 

Men Si. Women Leather Jackets 
Now Availahle 

$49,99& up 

Ask us how your First Lady, Church 
Choir, Praise Team, or Lshcr Ministr> 
can save 10% - 20% on each purchase. 

2305 South Business HHT 121. Suite 138 
LewisviUe, Texas 75067 

\^ ctlnestlav - Thursday 10:00 am - 7:00 pm 
l-riday - Saturda>: i«:(H) am - (>M pni 

Call for Holiday Hours 
For more information call 972-956-0030 

Or % isit our >vebsitc at: 
HHw.fi rstladv-fa!>hions.com 

i;i.!:ii!i»[iirnj.!ii!iii!iffn^ 
"A Spiritual Oasis Jor a Thirsty WMd" Isaiah 55:1 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES: 

8:00 AM • 9:30 AM • 11 :30 AM 

9 7 2 - 4 3 7 - 3 4 9 3 
Or. ItfSe W Sa*H ' 010-1020 Soutfi Sherman Street • Richardson, TX 75081 

SeraorPstor W W W . n d c b f . o r g 

N e w Mt. Zion Baptist Church o f Dal las 
S u n d a y S e r v i c e 

Morning Worship 
7:30 am & 10:30 am 

9:00 am Sunday School 

W e d n e s d a y S e r v i c e 

Prayer Meeting 7:00 p m 
Brotherhood 7:00 pm 

Missions 7:00 pm 
Singles Group 7:00 pm 

Bible Study 7:45 pm 
Dr. Robert E. Pr ice , 

Senior Pastor 

A Praymg Church Family 
"Watchmen on the Walls" 

214-341-6459 ( P h o n e ) • 214-342-8403 (Fax) 
9550 S h e p a r d R o a d 

D a l l a s , T X 75243 

www 
.nmzb.org (Website) • newmzbc(g aol.com (Email) 
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T h e Votes 
Are In ! 

MON'-The Gazette receives 1st Place for "Best Religious Section" 
a t t h e I 9 t h A n n u a l A f r i c a n A m e r i c a n I 'exas P u b l i s h e r ' s A s s o c i a t i o n C o n f e r e n c e . T h e c o n t e s t w a s j u d g e d b y t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f T e x a s a t Ty l e r . 

Remembering Malcolm X 
The 60^s black leader 

tvas shot and killed on Feb. 
21, 196S 

On this date in 1965, 
Malcolm X, considered one of 
the most controversial figures 
of the 20th century, was shot 
and killed at the Audubon 
Ballroom in Harlem, while 
preparing to speak. He was 39. 

Three of the men arrested 
were later identified as mem­
bers of the Nation of Islam. 

A week earlier, his home was 
firebombed; his wife and chil­
dren escaped unharmed. At 
first he publicly blamed Black 
Muslims for the incident, say­
ing they were angry over his 
split with Elijah Muhammad 
and the Nation of Islam. 

In the week leading up to his 
death, according to some 

reports, Malcolm X said that the 
harassment had gotten too big 

for any organization of Blacks to 
accomplish on it's own, that it 
had to be somebody else. While 
his comments were an apparent 
reference to the FBI and the 
federal government, which had 
initiated its infamous 

Counterintelligence Program, he 
did not specify who he believed 
was behind the heightened 
harassment. 

Born Malcolm Little, Malcolm 
X, advocated Black power and 
armed resisience as a response to 
violent White racism. 

Last year, his family made 
plans to convert the ballroom 
where he was killed, into a histo­
ry and educational center. 
Malcolm X would have been 81 
years old this year. 

Oil Wirhers Seized Page I 

dawn, when more than 40 mili­
tants overpowered military 
guards and seized the foreign­
ers firom a barge belonging to 
Houston-based oil services 
company Willbros, which was 
laying pipeline for Shell, a 
Willbros ofificia] said on condi­
tion of anonymity because he 
was not authorized to speak to 
the media. 

In Houston, Willbros 
spokesman Michael Collier 
confirmed that nine employees 
had been taken. 

"We have not had any com­
munication with those 
involved. Right now, we're in 
the process of contacting the 
families. The well-being of our 
people is foremost and we're 
trying to keep this situation 
under control as best we can," 
he said. 

In Washington, State 
Department spokesman Noel 
Clay called for the hostages' 
imcondilional release and said: 

"We're working with the 
Nigerian government and talk­
ing with them about this." 

In other, apparendy coordinat­
ed violence, militants blew up a 
major Shell crude oil pipeline 
near a facility by the western 
delta's Chanomi Creek, Shell 
official Donald Boham said. 

Militants also claimed they 
destroyed a state-run pipeline 
that feeds gas from the Escravos 
gas plant in the delta to the 
country's commercial capital, 
Lagos. That attack could not be 
independently confirmed. 

The violence tooks its toll on 
oil exports in Nigeria, Africa's 
leading oil exporter and the 
United States' fifth-largest sup­
plier, that normally producing 
2.5 million barrels a day. 

The militants have accused 
foreign oil companies of provid­
ing their helicopters and air 
strips for military operations in 
the oil region. They said they 
would now target all helicopters 
in the delta, including civilian 

Faith way Fellowship 
Baptist Church 

Of Hamilton Pitrk 
82l9Bunch«Dr. Daltaa,TX 75243 

ChurehOtfic*: (972)792-0239 
Pastor's Office: (972) 792-0240 

S«rvic«T)mM 
Sunday School: 9:45AM 
Morning Worship IIKXIAM 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00PM 

IM o n K ( ) l I Al i n W I I li \ M I N I ) I U W O R K 

S/€i€i Gfuipet 
Christian Methodist Episcopal Charch 
1113 A*f. I. nano, W I^IA C*?:) 42J-4(mi 

Hev. ( Urencr J. Kord, Jr., Pastor 

Sunday School: 0:30 A.M. 
Sunday Worship Sarvlco: 11:00 A.M. 
WfldnMday N ight- 7:30 P.M. 
Community Blbl« C lan: 

Saint Marl( Missionary 
Baptist Church 

SI 1308 Wilcox Street. McKinney TX 
Pastor Charles S. Wattley 

Sunday 
Education Ministries... 9:30 a.m. 
Worship Celebration... 11:00 am. 
- Nursery Facilities Available -

Wednesday 
Family Ministries... 7:00 p.m. 

Friendly Fellowship with A Family Focus 
For More Information Call 

972.542.6178 
www.saintmarkbc.com 

stmarkmissionary©aol.com 

aircraft. 

On Saturday, the militants 
reiterated warnings that foreign 
oil workers must leave the Niger 
Delta. 

"Expatriates must realize that 
they have been caught up in a 
war, and the Nigerian govern­
ment can do nothing to guaran­
tee the security of anyone," the 
group said. "They are warned 
again to leave while the doors 
are still open." 

Last month, militants held 
four men _ ft-om the United 
States, Britain, Bulgaria and 
Honduras _ for 19 days before 
releasing them unharmed. 

Over the past two decades, oil 
companies in the Niger Delta 
have faced frequent disruptions 
to their operations, including 
protests, pipeline sabotage and 
kidnappings. 

Most hostages, however, have 
been freed within days after ran­
som payments. They are rarely 
harmed. 
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Church Happenings 
NEW LIFE 

FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
March 22 - 24, 7:30 pm Nightly 
Don' t miss, "The Latter Rain 

Revival," Deuteronomy 11:14. 
We will have anointed guest lec­
turers each night and will feature 
Apostle Cornell Hamil ton of, 
"From Bondage to Freedom 
Interdenominational Church of 
Shreveport, LA. This spirit-filled 
event is tailing place @ Greater 
Zion Missionary Baptist Church, 
4751 Hopkins Avenue, Dallas,TX 
75209. For more information, 
please call New Life Fellowship 
C h u r c h ® 972-671-1096. 

New Life Fellowship Church 
Bishop -Miller E . Johnson, Jr. 
Senior Pas to r 
New Worship Location: 
Wyndham Garden Hotel -Park 
Cent ra l 
8051 LBJ Freeway 
Dallas, TX 75251 
972-671-1096 

Mailing Address: 
R O. Box 940466 
Piano, TX 75094-0466 
972-671-1096 

N O R T H DALLAS 
C O M M U N m - B I B L E 

FELLOWSHH' 
IN RICHARDSON 

On-Going Mentor Program 
Operation Oasis sponsors a pro­

gram that assists youth that are at-
risk, and ex-oflfenders returning to 
societ>'. The program's goals are 
to change lives of the formerly 
incarcerated person, to increase 
safety, and to spiritually fortify 
our communities. 

For more details about this won­
derful project, please contaa Jiianita 
Lee, Administrative Assistant at 
972-437-3801 or caU ToU Free at 
l-800-37Oasis (376-2747) 

The^^^^r^'^^Body of Christ Church 

P4^t»* ^euiu ̂  Xtud 

7710S. WestmorelandRd. 
Dallas Texas 75237 

Phone: 972-572-4262 Fax: 972-709-3888 

Sunday Sei vices: 7:30 am, 10:00 ant, 12:i0pjn. 
Monday Sctiuol: 7:piii 

Mt'H b Itllovvsiiip: i lidav 7:0l]pm 

Ti^tiMU: zvunv.ibocjoy.org 

S t . L u k e A . M . E . C h u r c h (aka - SLAME) 
"Where we slam dunk the devil and serve up Jesus'* 

521W. Avenue E Garland. TX 75040 972.487.9703 

Email: slamechurchCa aoLcom 

Sundiy 
11:45 a.m. ( hurch Sthiul 

9:45 i.ni. PriUc &. Uunhip 
10:15 a.m. Uonhtp Eipciirnee 

Thursday 
7:0(1 p.m. C boil KchiaiMl 

Tatsday 
7:15 p-n. Bible Siaih 

Wednesday 
b:_ia p.o. Prmcr ScTrtcC 
7:M !>.•. ChMTtk SclMol 

Reverend Charles E. Franklin. Pastor 

Word of Life Church * Pastor Morris Dewayne Jackson 
4321 N. Beltline Rd. Ste. 100 • Mesquite.TX 75150 * (972) 226-0019 

Worship Sam * Sunday School 9:30am •Worship Ham 
Wednesday Night Prayer k Bible Stud>- 7PM 
"Where Jesus Is Lord and You are always #1" 

Gilead O n T h e Mount • Pas to r Mancil and First Lady Car ro l l 
1016 Pioneer Road • M e s q u i i e , T x 75149 972-288-9632 

Sunday School 9:30 am • Morning Worship 11:00 am 
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:30 pm 

www.gileadonthemount.org 
"Apply the BALM of Gilead to the hearts of men." 

Little Flock Baptist Church 
7114 !•:, A i t iu t - S d v i i • l U l . Iltiv *HH - I - . . in*v, l . \ : i ^ • ^ t > 

P h o n e ; >I4-1 >S-7n.:i 
i'iix: i\A~\1\-S^ill or 2 l 4 - ? 7 J - : i U 

Loul* I:. Ijiurtnt 

Sunday School 9:30 ajtl 
SuniUy .MorninK Worship 10:4* Bin 
Sunday Night Service ^-.ys pm 
Tuesday Nighi Brotherhood T:00 pm 
Wcdne*day Prater .Stceiins/Bible Study T:00 pm 

Internet Broadcast: www.krgm.coro (Mon - Fri (& 12 Noon) 

A P l a c e W h e r e a " T a s t e o f t h e W o r d " is G u a r a n t e e d 
Emai l : theswordcuts 'ayahoo.coni 

N e w Life Fel lowship Church 
New Worsh ip l^ocation; 

Wyndham Garden Hotel-Park Ccntrml 
8051 LBJ Frcevniy • DaUas,TX 75251 

B i s h o p Mil le r E . J o h n s o n J r . , S e n i o r P a s t o r 

P. O . B o x 9 4 0 4 6 6 - P i a n o , T X 7 5 0 9 4 - 0 4 6 6 
9 7 2 - 6 7 1 - 1 0 9 6 ( C h u r c h ) 

. \ I M i . c e *.l > J v w 

S u n d a y U f c B i b l * S c h o o l 
S u n d a y Life W o r s h i p S e r v i c e 

»:00 a . i n . 
10:00 a . n i . 

U f c In T h e W a r d P r a y e r 
a n d B i b l e S t u d y ( W c d n e i d a y s ) . 7:00 p . i n . 

North Dallas Communitj- BiUe 
Fellowship in Richardson 
Dr. Leslie W. Smith, Senior 
Pastor 
1010-1020 Soudi Sherman Street 
Richardson,TX 75081 
972-437-3493 

THE INSPIRING BODY OF 
CHRIST CHURC.H aBOC^ 

Sign l^ Sow 
FREE Computer Training classes 

by Christian Business Services. For 
more information and registration, 
please call Rev. C. Greer 
@ 214-796-1294 or EmaU: 
ccgrcer@sbcglobal.net 

Mondays, 7:00 pm 
Monday School with Holy Spirit 

Bible Teachings 

The Inspiring Bod>' of 
Christ Chm-ch t lBOC) 
Eh-. Rickie G. Rush, Pastor 
7710 South Westmordand 
DaUas,TX 75237 
972-572-IBOC (4262) 

T H E LOM£ C H U R C H 
February 13 - 28, 2006 

Please join us for our Relationship 
Emphasis Month. Sermon Series 
found in *T^c Gospel According To 
Luther' and include tides: Never 
too Much, A House is not a Home, 
There's Nothing Better Than Love, 
and Always and Forever. 

Each Tuesday in March 2006 
You are cordially invited to our 

'March Madness: Final Four 
Revivals 2006' being held @ die Ivy 
Education Center, 903 W. Parker 
Road, Piano, TX 75023- Guest 
speakers include: Pastor Corey 
Brooks, New Beginnings Church, 
Chicago, ILi Pastor Jasper Williams, 
m , The Church, Duluth, GA; 
Pastor Jamal-Harrison Bryant, 
Empowerment Temple, Baltimore, 
M D ; and Pastor A. Louis Patterson, 
Jr., Mount Corinth Missionary 
Baptist Church, Houston, TX. 

The Lo\-e Church 
Re\'. A. Louis Patterson, HI 
Pastot/Founder 

Mailing Address; 
1409 S. Lamar Street, Suite 257 
Dallas,TX 75215 
214-761-1175 

Worshqj Address: 
Ivy Educadon Center 
903 W: Parker Road 
Piano, TX 75023 

TRINITY PRAYER CHAPEL 
Sipt Up Now 

Reynolds Wood Ministries is 
now conducting FREE GED and 
ESL Classes, Mentoring Program, 
and Dance/Ballet^Karate Classes 
(scholarships are available.) 

For more information and regis­
tration, please call 214-544-1886. 

Trinity Prayer Chapel 
Rev. Reynolds Wood, 
Senior Pastor 
P. O. Box 650 
DaIlas,TX 75251 
Service Location is: 
406 N. Tennessee 
McKinney, TX 75069 
214-544-1886 

ZION MISSIONARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

February 2Sy 9:00 am 
Please join us as the Claudia 

Anderson Academy of Christian 
Education, North Texas Distria 
Association presents: Equipping 
the Saints for Ministry in Crisis 
Times. The study modules 
include topics such as: Night 
Faith, Chewing the Cud, 
Strengthening Christian Values, 
Renewed Vessel with Hidden 
Treasures, and much more. 
For more information and regis­
tration, please call Hazel Thomas 
@ 214-948-8038 or Claudia 
Anderson @ 817-738-0496. 

Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church 
Rev. Maurice Barnes, Pastor 
4100 Home Street 
Ft-Worth,TX 76107 
817-737-6264 

Hen H'ashin^ton Baptist Church, Inc. 
39QI Frisco Avenue 

Irving, Tk 75ti61 
Church 972-790^421 Fax 972-986-6590 

Email- ektuvk^invbcirving.org 

"THE CHURCH H7TH AN OPEN BIBLE" 

Sunday Worshin Services ! Wednesday 
8:fMa.m. A 11:00 a.m. 12:00p.m. Hible Study 
9:45 a.m. Sunday SchtMtl 
6:00p.m. BapiiU Training LnUm 

7:(H) p.m. Prayer Hour 
7:30 p.m. Hihle Study 

OPEN BIBL£ FELLOWSHIP ChlURCH 
Sunday Services 

9:00 am - Prayer Mlnittry 
9:30 am - Sunday School 
10:45 am -Morning Worship & 

Children'i Church 
Tuesday Service 

7:00 pm - Bibl« Study 

Our Heorfs, 
Our Arms one/ 

O u r Doors 
Are Always 

Open fo YOU/ 

27D1Briarwood Drive ¥Ptano,TX 75074 

9 7 2 - 4 2 2 - 4 2 4 8 

Friendship Bapt is t Church 
[Dr. C . P a u l M c B r i d e , P a s t o r l 

L 

Schedule of Services: 
Sunday 

Early Morning Worship 
8:00 a.m. 

Sunday School Classes 
9:30 a.m. 

Morning Worship 
11:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship (1st Sunday) 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 
Early Bird Bible Study 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Morning Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 
Prayer Meeting and 7:30 p.m. 

Evening Bible Study 

4396 Main Street 
The Colony, Texas 75056 

(972) 625-8186 
website: www.fbc-online.net 

" T h e C h u r c h w i t h a V i s i o n " 
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