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Plano residents reminded
of how blessed they are

By ANTHONY JONES

“We ger in our cars and drive
Sreely,” Mayor Jeran Akers told res-
idents in his State of the Ciry
address. “While we may have 10
stop at an occasional red light, we
certainly do not have to go through
miditary check poings.”

Plano Mayor Jeran Akers
delivered his Annual State of the
Ciry address recently, telling res-
idents too often we take things
for granted and we sometimes
forget how blessed we are, until
tragedy occurs like the one that
shook our  naton last
September.

The mayor presented his
vision of Planc’s stability in the
midst of the nation’s economic
downturn to the city council
Monday and then to city busi-
ness and civic leaders at a Plano
Chamber of Commerce lunch-
eon Tuesday.

“We care about those we

serve,” Akers said. “We share
with our fellow citizens, as evi-
denced by our support of afford-
able housing through Habitar for
Humanity and the Plano
Housing Corporation. We
share with those less fortunate
through the Samaritan Inn,
Hoepe’s Door, City House and
many others.”

“We dare to try new inno-
vative ways [0 run your city
government,” the mayor said,
explaining the city has initar-
ed online payment of water
unlity bills and the city is in
the process of implementing a
system called ‘Firefly””

Firefly records the
amount of water used and
transmits the data to a com-
puter via radio signal while an
operator simply drives a truck
down a srrect to electronically
access and record the informa-
tion. Akers also said the ciry is
improving methods for payment

of fines and citations to the
municipal court.

“We are blessed to have
another record year of new prop-

erty added to our tax rolls,”
Akers told chamber members.

“With these additions and
through skillful management of
city resources, we were able to
reduce the tax rate for the sec-
ond year in a row. We still have
one of the lowest tax rates in the
mertroplex.”

Akers also mentioned the
city’s 3,400 acres of open space
and park land augmented with
recreational programs that
serves “not only our youngest
children bur our most senior
citzens as well.”

According to the mayor,
Plano is a place where busi-
ness is viewed as a partner,
rather than an adversary. He
also noted Plano is the home
of many of the naton’s top
Fortune 500 companies,
including EDS, Frito-Lay, JC
Penney, Alcatel, and Dr
Pepper.

“{Plano is a city) Where
government leaders under-
stand that businesses provide
jobs, tax revenue and stability
to our families,” Akers told
business [eaders. “As some
(of) our fellow citizens lost
their jobs and the unemploy-
ment rate rose, we created (in

conjuncton with the chamber
and the Collin County
Community College District) a
job fair to help them find work.
As sales rtaxes dropped below
expected levels, we begin an
education program, ‘Shop Plano
First’ to help citzens understand
the importance of this source of
revenue.”

*With the bond approval
this past May we will be able to
expand our park land even
more, ultdmately to over 4,100
acres,” he said.

“We know that it takes more
than good leaders to make our
city great,” Akers said. “Plano is
great because of the hundreds of
volunteers that help shoulder the
tasks of improving our ciry. We
have a proud heritage of farmuly
volunteerism.”

“We ger in our cars and
drive freely,” Akers said. “While
we may have to stop at an occa-
sional red light, we certainly do
not have to go through military
check points.”

Calling the Plano Police
Department innovative and
proactive, the mayor explained
their work provides a city where

See Plano Park page 6

Businessman Fred Moses (right)
Congratulates Mon-The Gazette’s
Publisher, Thurman R. fones

By Brandy Jones

On December 6, 2001, the
Plano Forum hosted an “Open
Forum” for MON-The Gazette
and for friends and leaders of
the Plano community at the
Collin County Association
Realtors Office. The festive
occasion served as a platform to
introduce MON-The Gazene as
a newcomer to the Plano busi-

Open House

ness world and to incite an inu-
mate discussion with all in atten-
dance of what will be expected
from the new media business in
town.

“I was very happy to see the
Plano Forum host such a suc-
cessful event and 1 am looking
forward to serving and working
for and with the community and

No donation;
instead protest

NEW YORK (AP) _ The
Salvation Army’s red kemles, an
abiding symbol of holiday good
will, are a; the center of a batle
over gay rights this Christmas sea-
son,

Complaining of bias by the
Christian charity, some gay-
rights supporters are dropping
protest notes in the kettles
instead of cash. In response,
conservative groups are urging
extra donations as a show of sol-
idarity.

The protest campaign start-
ed in Fling, Mich. _ but has since
spread 10 many states _ afier the
Salvation Army’s national lead-
ership last month rescinded a
decision by its 13-state Western
branch to offer health benefits to
domestic parmers of gay and
lesbian employees.

"1t seemed so mean,” said
Mary Scholl, mother of g gay
man, who started the campaign
along with her

colleagues in the Flint
branch of Parents, Families &
Friends of Lesbians and Gays,

Since then, Scholl said, she
has received scores of messages
from across the couniry, some sup-
p()nj'\,re’ others hOStﬂE. “I’Ve had

K,

100 e-mails from people telling me
I'm going to hell,” she said.

The Washington headquarters
of Scholl’s organizaton __known as
PFLAG _ has mken up the cause.
Its Internet site shows supporters

how to make copies of the progest
notes, which vaguely resemble §5
bills.

*] would have donated §57
the note says. ~But the Salvaton
Army’s decision to discriminate

e Suite

against gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgendered employees prevents
my donaten now and in the
futare.”

PFLAG’s program and policy
director, Cynthia Newcomer, said
supporters are being asked to
donate to charites that provide
domestic-partner benefits.

At the Salvadon Army’s
national  headquarters in
Alexandria, Va., officials say the
protest appears to have

caused little financial dam-
age. They make no apologies for
a policy that limits family health
benefits to married couples and
their dependent children.

"We’re a Christian organi-

zation _ we don’t provide those
benefits for heterosexual couples
that aren’t marred,” said L&
| Col. Tom Jones, the Salvation
Army’s communiry reladons
and development secretary,
‘ "The charity does not ask its
| 45,000 employees, nor those
who seek its services, about their
sexual orientation, Jones said.

""The only queston we ask is,
‘Do you need our help?™ he said.
Some conservave — actvists,
angered by the protest campaign,
Seae No Donation page 6
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its leaders,” says Thurman Jounes,
co-founder and publisher of
MON-The Gazette.

MON-The Gazette is a sub-
sidiary of Minority Opportunity
News, the newspaper of choice
for the greater Dallas area since
1991. In October 2000, the
decision was made to further
expand the areas of distribution

and diversity by relocanng to
Planc. The name change is a
direct reflection of MON-The
Gazette’s new attitude, new for-
mat, new location, and now
weekly status. MON-The
Gazette is the only publication
that primarily serves readers in
North Dallas, Richardson,
Plano, QGarland, McKinney,
Allen, and Mesquite circuladng
to 32,000 readers.

Boys & Girls
Youth of the Year

To showcase outstanding
boys and girls, the Boys and
Girls Clubs of Collin Counrty
recently held an awards assem-
blage in thetr honor at Southfork
Ranch in Parker County. Boys
and girls were praised for earn-
ing top honors in academics, cit-
izenship, and service to the Club
and community throughout the
year, but one stood out among
the rest. Floyd Diel Sanders was
awarded the dile “Youth of the
Year” for 2001.

Special guests in attendance
were MLS Dallas Burn super-
stars Chad Deering and Bobby
Rhine.

Many experienced long lines at local post offices on Tussday.
Officials announced that this was the last day to ship for
holiday packages to arrive by Chrisomnas.

Plano,

TX

75074 -
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Mesquite Wins Its First State Title In Football

Mesquite 14, SA Taft 13

SAN ANTONIO (AP) _
Mesquite scored 14 points, all in
the second half, to come from
behind and defear San Antonio
Taft 14-13 on Saturday and win
the Texas Class 5A Division [
State Championship.

The Skeeters, from District
10-5A, were led by quarterback
Mark Hodges, who rebounded
from two fumbles in the first
half. He was 3-0f-8 for 112 yards
with one touchdown.

"We told them to keep play-
ing, not to get their heads
down,” Skeeters coach Steve
Haplin said. " “There’s no ques-
uon it could have been a lot
worse. We didn’t have a fArst
down. It was a miracle we were
down by 13 at the half.”

Rain forced both teams to
adopt a conservative game plan.

The Raiders defense held
the Skeeters (15-0) to a total of
minus-15 yards offense and no
first downs in the first half.

Mesquite’s offense got going
in middle of the third quarter
when ILemond Fofang ran up
the middle for a 10-yard touch-
down.

On the Skeeters’ next pos-
session, Hodges found Brandon
Diouglas in between two defend-
ers for a 55-yard touchdown
pass, ending a 74-yard drive in
six plays.

The Skeeters overcame
seven fumbles, four recovered by
Taft (12-3).

Taft’s running back Robert
Merrill, who had rushed for
2,744 yards and 37 touchdowns
coming into the game, had 139
yards on 33 carnies and convert-
ed rwo turnovers into Taft touch-
downs.

The Raiders’ Warren Foxwell
first recovered a Skeeters fumble
on the their 21 yard line. Six
plays later, Merrill rolled in from
the | on a fourth-and-goal to
open up the scoring at the 4:53
mark.

Two plays later the Skeeters
fumbled again, and the ball was
recovered by Robert Jimenez.
Merrill again capped that scor-
ing drive with a 22-yard run.The
extra point kick failed.

"1 wanted to go for it. Irs
the state championship. We had
nothing to lose. Unfortunately,
we came up short,” Merrill said.

Taft, representung District
27-5A, went to the state finals
just a year after finishing 3-7.

""The scoreboard didn’t
turn out the way we wanted, but
I’m not going to let that dimun-
ish what these kids have accom-
plished this year,” Taft coach Lee
Bridges said.
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Local business owners support the Skeeters in their viciorious reign

Will Smith is Ali Christmas Day

With wit and ath-
letc genius, with defi-
ant rage and inner
grace, Muhammad Al
changed the
American landscape.
Fighting all comers, Ali
ook on the law, con-
ventions, the status quo
and the war—as well as
the fists in front of him.
All both ignited and
mirrored the conflicts
of his ume and ours to
become one of the most
admired fighters in the
world.

Forget what you
think you know. Behind
All’s seismic accom-

forever

plishments, superstar

Wiill Smith and
Academy  Award(r)-
nomtinated
director/writer Michael
Mann will take you into
the heart and life of the
boxer, the legend, and
more importantly, the
marn.

Ar first, Wil Smith
wanted nothing to do
with the film "AlL”

"1 didn’t want to
be the dude that
messed up the

Muhammad Ali story,”
' Smith said in an
interview with Time

magazine, on nNews-

"HOLIDAY
FUR SALE

Take an additional
259% off lowest
marked ticket price

and take

6 months
with O interest

to pay!

9850 North Central Expressway
@ Walnut Hill Lane

214-361-6400

QOutside Dallas
1-888-KOSLOWS

Open Sunday 12-5

Discount may not be taken with
any other promotion

Credit approval and 10% down paymen! required

for interest free

Sale ands Decembear 24

OSLOWS

the finest in fur & leather
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stands Monday.

But Alb, 59, said he was
pleased with Smith's perform-
ance in the biography film open-
ing Chrisunas Day.

“He's the only guy in the
world who can look like me and
act like me,” Ali said.

Smirth said one hurdle was
relating to @& man whose Life had
been so defined by racial injustce.

“I'm a child of rap music,”
Smith said. “~We've got
Benteys. We can’t even relate o
not being able to sit at some-
body’s lunch counter. T’ buy
the counter and throw you out.”

Smith added 14 kilograms
(30 pounds) of muscle to trans-
form his body into a nearly per-
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fect replica of
Ali’s, learned to
box and studied
Ali’s Islamic faith
to prepare for the
role.

“"For an
African
American,
Muhammad Ali
is the biggest role
you could have,”
Smith said.
“"Malcolm X,
Muhammad Ali
and Nelson
Mandela _with
any of those roles
comes a responsi-
bility.”
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These games will cdlose on
Janvary 30, 2002,

You have until July 29, 2002 to
redeem any winning tickets for
these games.

You can claim prizes of up to $599 at any Texas Lottery retuiler. Prizes of

$600 or more are redeemable at

any one of the 22 Texas Lottery Claim
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2001 In Retrospect

This is MON-The Gazere’s
[ast issue for this year, Qur next
issue will be January 3, 2002.
And like most of our reader’s,
we’ll be glad to close the curtain
on 2001, We’ve had a good year
at the paper but the country has
been tried dearly. We are very
pleased to be in our new loca-
tion, reaching out to the forgot-
ten souls in far North Dallas,
Mesquite, Garland, Richardson
and Plano. Giving you “news
you can use.”

First of all, January, with the
confusion of the election when
George W. Bush was sworn in.
Not saying that he cannot get
the job done, but it was the pro-
cedure of acquiring the prest-
gious position. The Supreme
Court negated our votes and
“crowned” George W. The deci-
sion left us feeling barnboozled
and hoodwinked, like Plymouth
Rock landed on us. If nothing
more, the entire situation with
the Florida ballots revealed in
clear detail that the more things
change, the more they stay the
same. Plus, we've got to admit
that brother Al Gore put himself
in the position to lose the elec-
tion. He should have ran on
Clinton’s record instead of away
from Clinton altogether.

And in the “everybody
makes mistakes category,” the
winner is—Jesse Jackson. We
would never declare that the

announcement of a new child is
a mistake, but rather a blessing.
But come on now, Jesse is too
old to have babies out of wed-
lock at this stage of his career as
minister, husband and leader.
Not a good example Jesse,
unless you want to give him
credit for admitting it publicly
and not denying his responsibil-
ity. Yeah, that makes it all better.

The economy took a nose
dive this year. Unemployment,
talk of recession, it hasn’t looked
this bad since Reagan was in the
White House. You know when
the economy goes sour, minori-
ties are usually the first to suffer,
President Clinton supported
many issues that positively affect-
ed minorities, More houses were
purchased than ever before,
more money was made than ever
before and more individuals
were employed than many can
remember. The good thought to
hold on to is now that we have
tasted the good and prosperous
life, rmaybe we can figure out how
to keep the momenturn and
include more of us.

Speaking of momentum—
Baby girl, better known as
Allyah was just gerting started
and then so tragically taken .
What more can be said?

And out of the “blue,” literal-
ly, hell on Earth at the World
Trade Center, the Pentagon and

a remote field in Pennsylvania,
No one can imagine the untold
grief caused by several extremists
on September 11th. Words can’t
describe of how terrible this deed
perperrated on innocent people
on that fateful day. It is unknown
how long we will suffer the con-
sequences of these actions. The
events of “9-11”" (as the event is
now commonly called) has gaiva-
nized our narion and invoked an
intense spirit of patriotism here
and around the world. It shouid
be impossible for Osama Bin
Laden to live in peace. In the
words of that great ballad by the
Supremes, Bin Laden should
have now realized * Ain’t no
mountain high enough, ain’t no
river wide enough, ain't no valley
low enough to keep America
from you.”

Qur lives have changed for-
ever. Nevermore can we take our
safery for granted. Qur artackers
were 50 bold that they almost
leveled the Pentagon: Qur brain
of the U.S. military and the
nerve center of peacekeeping
around the world. This also
greatly impacted our economy
and state of mind. We are a
strong nation and will survive.

The staff at MON-The
Gazetre wishes you and yours a
very Merry Christmas, Happy
Kwanzaa and a positive and
prosperous New Year,

THE

Increasing Texas Philanthropy

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) -
When George Foster and his
wife lost their jobs last month,
they were worried about paying
th mortgage on the house they
bought this summer.

To save money; they drove

&8ss and bought things only for
their 4-year-old daughter. But
the couple, who had a com-
bined

income of nearly $60,000,
have seen their money dwindle
as they search for work.

"I'm finding myself com-
peiing with high school gradu-
ates for $7-an-hour jobs,” said
Foster, 36, who attended college
and has specialized computer
gkills. *'I never dreamed it would

be this hard finding a job.”

So Foster, like thousands of
other Texans this year, went to a
charitable organization for the
first time to pick up winter
clothes and some food for his
family. S il

1 was very reluctant,”
Foster said. "'I sat out in front of
the place for a little while and
then drove away, bur then I
came back and went in. The
people were really nice, so it was
a little bit easier.”

Charities across the state
say they are helping more first-
time clients this year - and more
people overall - in the wake of
job cuts in travel, retail and
other industries.

Some, like Foster and his
wife, had donated money or
clothes to such agencies in pre-
vious years and never expected

, 1o be seeking help one day,

“People have been very
polite and grateful, but they ger
emotional, too, It’s not fun<to
ask for food,” said Melanie
Gibson, executive director of
Ariingron Chariries, which provides
food, clothing and school sup-
plies to 45,000 people annually.

Texas lost 27,800 jobs in
October, the largest monthly job
loss in more than a decade,
according to the Texas
Workforce Commtission.

About 5,500 of those posi-
tions were in the air transporta-
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tion industry, a ripple eifect of
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

After the tragedy that
resulted in fewer people travel-
ing and costly security improve-
ments, American Airlines' par-
ent company, Fort Worth-based
AMR Corp.,, announced it
would cut 20,000 jobs. Houston-
based Continental Airlines said
it would cut 12,000 jobs.

But not all of the financial
woes stem from the terrorist
attacks.

In the Dallas area, which
has been plagued by layoffs in
the telecom corridor, Allen Com-
munity Outreach has seen a 52
percent increase in families —
including those previously with
high incomes — seeking food
assistance this year.

In the Houston area in
June, Tropical Storm Allison lefi
22 dead and nearly 85 billion in
damage to 48,000 homes and
hundreds of businesses. Officials
say it will 1ake two 10 five years
for many families, already in

low-income areas, to get back
on their feet.

The United Way of the
Texas Gulf Coast in Houston
has heard from more first-time
callers to its 24-hour help line,
ns people report Josing their jobs
in engineering, retail, travel and
other sectors,

‘People are basically saying
they need help in filling out
unemployment forms, "Who do
I go to for help in paying my
house note?’ and "How do I talk
to my kids?” said Mario
Gomez, an agency spokesman.

On South Padre Island, the
tourism economy suffered after
the Queen [sabella Causeway
collapsed Sept. 15 when a string
of barges hit a bridge support.
Eight people died when their
vehicles drove into the sudden

.....

1o the island was limited to ferry
boats - and tourists stayed away.
Hotels, restaurants and retail
stores cut back hours and let

hundreds of workers go. The
bridge reopened Nov. 21, but
the winter months typically
bring fewer tourists.

The Food Bank of the Rio
Grande Valley, which serves
about 250,000 people in six
counties annugzlly, gives away
about 1 million pounds of food
each month.

Bur the food bank gave
away 2 million pounds of food
in October alone and almost
that much in November — and
it sdll wasn’t enough. Officials
are seeing more people, and
about 25 percent of their clients
this fall have never sought help
before.

"'A couple of food pantries
are running out of food, which is
a shock t us because they're
used to a heavy load,” said Terri

Drefke, executive director
of the McAllen-based agency.
“"We still need denations. A lot
of people don’t realize the needs
that are all around us.”

Recently, the Community
Relations Council of North
Texas Job Corps Center held a
luncheon at The Eldorado
Country Club. The purpose of
the luncheon was to provide

Exemplary students who've complated training,
L to RiVera Nimely, Bvsreit Mc(ireaven, Ronald Lobo

North Texas Job Corps Center
Luncheon

information to the community
about Job Corps and what they
do in the community, which is
provide a safe residential pro-
gram that allows personal and
professional growth for the stu-

L to R: Kwenita Lewis, Latressa Kinney

dents entering into the work-
force. Job Corp does whatever
it takes to make its students
successful during and after
theit completion of the

progranm.
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You & Your Money Capitol Watch -

Analysts predict
longer recession

WASHINGTON/PRNews
wire/ — In remarks delivered to
the Nartional Association of
Business Economists (NABE},
American Economics Group

Chief Economist Michael
K. Evans outlined the reasons
the federal government’s fiscal
stimulus package will have little
impact on boosting economic
growth and forecasted the
length and depth of the current
recession.

“By now we all know there
is no free lunch. Economies
cannot return to perfect health
simply by ordering the central
bank to print more money, or
deciding to have the govern-
ment spend more or tax less,”
said Evans.

In today’s remarks and in a
new American Economics
Group report, Evans described
how the federal government’s
fiscal stimulus program will be
offset by tax increases and cut-
backs at the state and local level.
Further counteracting the
effects of increased federal
spending, a perceived return to
“deficits are forever” could
worsen business confidence and
lead to a decline in the stock
market that would retard the
recovery in capital spending
necessary for self-sustaining
growth.

Evans expects real GDP 1o
decline at an annual rate of
about 2% in each of the next
three quarters. He forecasts it

will rise at an annual rate of 2%
1o 2 1/2% in the second half of
next year, followed by a gain of
3 1/2% in 2003.

Evans also outlined the per-
cent change in annual raies in
personal income levels for the
main regions of the country,
forecasting to 2005. He pre-
dicts small positive or negative
cbanges over the next vear for
all regions. When the economy
does begin to recover, ir will
probably be perceived as a “job-
less recovery,” as Evans expects
the unemployment rate to
increase to 7% by the end of
next vear, declining only slighrly
to 6 1/2% during 2003.

Viciliess S

Cold weather linked
to health problems

Cold weather-with frost, chill-
ing winds, ice storms or snow-can
create severe problems thar many
people in the srate are not used to
dealing with especially following
months of comfortably warm
temperatures, according to the
Texas Department of Health
{TDH).

Hypothermia, the severe or
prolonged loss of body heat,
begins when a person’s body tem-
perature falls below 05 degrees B
Because the temperawure drop
may be gradual and an eurly
symptorn of hypothermia is men-
tal confusion, the victim may not
know there is a problem. And
health officials warn that vulnera-
ble people can die from cold
weather.

In 2000, hypothermia was a
contributing factor in 53 Texas
deaths.

People most susceptible to
hypothermia include those 60 and
older, infants and small children,
people who are sick, those taking
certain prescription drugs or
drinking alcohol, the homeless,
auto or boatng accident victims
and those unable to find tempo-
rary shelter in cold weather.,

Often an older person’s
metabolisn is slower than that of a
young person, or the older person

may already be in poor health and
taking medications that can alter
awarcness of dangerously low
temperatures. People 60 and older
may not perceive or respond to
cold as readily as younger people
because the body's narural alarm
signal-the reflex of shivering that
increases blood flow-lessens with
age. Some hypothermia victms
die because thev are simply
unaware of gradual temperature
changes.

And some people, especially
the elderly on fixed incomes, may
set their thermostats dangerously
low for fear of high heating bills.

To reduce potential dangers:

+«Watch for symptoms of
hypothermia including con-
fusion and drowsiness,
slurred  speech, a drop in
blood pressure, shallow
breathing and a pinkish tint
o the skin, Anyone with
these symptoms related to
cold temperatures is in
immediate danger.

» Check on elderly or ill peo-
ple, especially it they live
alone or in isolated areas.

« Wear loose-fitting clothing in
layers, gloves and a face cover
to block the wind if you must
be outside. Stay dry.

+ Be extremely cautious in the

wind. A strong wind, even ins
only moderately cool weath-
er, can cause a wind chill far
below freezing.
»Take extra precautions with
those most vulnerahle.
Winter storms also may cause
power outages, and food =aftety
becomes a problem along with
heating. If you lose power for more
than four hours, take the follow-
ing precautions with refrigerarcd
food products:
* Keep refrigerator and frecas

doors closed as myuch ws posa-

ble.
» Diiscard any potentially
ardous foods such as mears,

eges, dairy product: and lefi-
overs that may have exceeded
45 degrees F When in doubt,
ihrosy it out,

- Any frozen food that has
thawed but not exceeded 45
degrees F should be prepaced
as soon as possible. Do not re-
freeze.

TDH officials warn that no
one at any age should underesn-
mate weather changes and should
dress appropriately. Wind chill
refers to the cooling effect wind
has on the skin. Not only can wind
chill cause rapid heat loss from the
body, but it also can cause frost
bite-actual freezing of tssues.

DAIIAS (AP) _ A Dallas
County judge who was investgat-
ed by the FBI following miscon-
duct allegations has resigned
rather than face disciplinary action
by the State Commission on
Judicial Conduct, the commission
said Saturday.

The commission said David
R. Gibson, who presides over
County Court at Law No. 1, vio-
lated the Texas Consttudon and
the Texas Code of Judicial
Conduct on numerous Ccounts,
including in his dealings with a
lawyer  representng  Dallas
Mavericks owner Mark Cuban.

(Gibson denies the allegadons,
saving in the commission’s news
release that he agreed to step down
Jan. 1 because defending himself
against the charges would be
stressful for family and friends and
“detract from the dignity of his
court.”

The 11-member commission
investigates allegations of miscon-
duct or disability made against any
of the state’s judges. The commis-
sion issues reprimands, warnings
and admonjtons to judges but
does not have the power to sus-
pend them, issue fines or send
them to jail.

Under the agreement, Gibson
and lawyers representing the com-
mission are not allowed to discuss
the case outside the facts laid out
in the commission’s release.

Gibson's lawyers didn’t renumn
calls placed by The Associated
Press seeking comment Saturday.
Rusty Hardin, a Houston attorney
representing  the commission,
declined comment.

The commission alleges

Gibson was improperly influ-
enced by his friendship wit
Cuban’s lawyer Steve Stodghill,
who allegedly offered up
Cuban’s house as a site for a
fund-raiser.

Stodghill could not be
reached Saturday night, and
Cuban did not immediately
respond Sarurday to a call to the
Mavericks’ office or to an e-mail.

The commission said
Gibson’s relationship  with
Stodghill, who represented

Cuban and his former company
in a case before Gibson’s court,
resulted in conduct and deci-
sions that were ''inconsistent
with the law and the proper
administration of jusdce.”

Dallas-based educatconal Inter-
net company Chalkboardalk.com
in 1999 sued Broadcast.com,
then owned by Cuban.

The suit said
Chalkboardtalk.com provided
private consumer information to
Broadcast.com, which Cuban
subsequently sold to Yahoo.
Yahoo, the suit alleges, then sold
the data to others, including
Microsoft Corp., but was never
authorized to do so.

The commission  said
Gibson’s desire to further his
career influenced his conduct
and judgment.” Stodghill
offered to help Gibson raise
money for re-election, as well as
use of Cuban’s house, the com-
mission said.

According to the commuis-
sion, in May 2000 Gibson and
his family law attorney at the
time, Jeffrev Robnett, attended a
strategy meeting at the home of

Stodghill.

Afterward, they discussed
the Yahoo case and Gibson’s
political career, according to the
commission. At that point, the
commission said, Stodghill
“offered his continued financial
support, as well as the home of
his client, Mark Cuban, for a
fundraising location.”

After the meeting, Robnett
contacted a lawyer, who
arranged a meeting with the FB]
and the 15.S. Attorney’s Office,
the commission alleges.

Robnett could not be
reached Saturday night. Calls
placed to the Dallas FBI and
U.S.attorney’s offices weren't
immediately returned Saturday.

Robnett agreed to wear a
recording device for a federal
investigation, the commission
said, and recorded several con-
versations with Gibson.

According to the commis-
sion, those discussions included
the possibility of having a fund-
raiser at Cuban’s house and
Gibson’s personal relationship
with a Dallas mediator.

The Austin-based commis-
sion said Gibson appointed the
mediator to a case in his court.
When the parries requested the
mediator be replaced, he denied
the request, ordering them to use
the mediator he was having a
relationship with. Gibson did not
disclose his relationship with the
mediator, the commission said.

The judge also violated the
law by refusing to acecept a sub-
poena, the commission said.

Essence’s January 2002 Issue Launches A New “Ask Iyania”
Column And An Important Series On “Girls In Crisis”

Just off the press. Get your
copy of Essence today. The
Junuary issue of ESSENCE fea-
tures some exciting and impor-
tant additions for the New Year.
Editor-in Chief Diane Weathers
reports the launch of
ESSENCE’S The War on Girls
series, a year-long focus on the
opporiunities as well as the
crises facing adolescent and
reenage Black girls in our coun-
try. She also announces the pre-
micre of the “Ask Iyanla” col-
umn, a monthly inspirational
and advice column by author,
motvational speaker and talk-
ihow host lvania Vanzant,

DE-TOX YOUR LIFE-

ESSENCE presents 15 ways to
clear clutter, reduce stress, be

good to your body and balance
your life. Writer Ziba Kashef
talked to dozens of experts,

including physicians, holistic-
health pracritioner, psycholo-
ZIsts, NUIritionists, yoga instruc-
tors, etc,, to develop a feel-bet-
ter plan for the new vear.
Holistic-health practitioner
Queen Afua of Brooklyn says,
“Start by making just one little
change, because the mind, body
and spirit are all interconnected.
When you start detoxifying the |
body, vou begin to purify your
mind and vice versa.” (page 96)
LADIES IN RED-
ESSENCE spotlights five
women ranging in age from 48
to 84 who are blessed with time-

See Essence page 7

Our Full Service

Congratulations To:
Mon-The Gazette

Plano, Texas

News on Your Eleventh Anniversary From
The Texas Publishers Association
The African Herald - Dallas, Texas
Dallas Exarriiner - Dallas, Texas
Dallas Post Tribune - Dallas, Texns
Our Texas Magazine - Dallas, Texas
Nakoa-The Observer - Austin, Texas
The Villager - Austin, Texas
South Texas Infoyrmer - Corpus Christi, Texas
The Exarniner - Corsicana, Texas
Lavida News - Fr.Worth, Texas
Houston Newspaper - Houston, Texas
Lavida News - Fu. Bend/Houston, Texas
The African Digest - Houston, Texas
Stvie Publishiers - Houston, Texas
The Informer & Texas Freeman - Houston, Texas
Power Pages - Mckinney, Texas
Cherokee County Monthly Informer - Rusk, Texas
The San Antorio Observer - San Antonio, Texas
East Texas Eborny Journal - Tyler, Texas
East Texas Review - Tyler, Texas
Sruath County Herald - Tyler, Texas
North Texas Journal - Wichita Falls, Texas

Hensel Pholps Consiruction Company, Dallas, Texas
Telephone (214)634-0090 Fax (214)634-0120
Is accepting competitive sealed proposais for the Clvil/Site
Utilitles/Slorm Water Poliution Preveation/ and Engineering-
Layonl portions of work tor the following project:

REAL ESTATE MARKETING
SPECIALIST TEAM

At your service
REFINANCE ...
your existing mortgage

PURCHASE DREAM HOME ...
1st time homebuyers assistance avallable

UPGRADE OR DOWNSIZE ...
list, sell and buy in a smooth transaction

The University of Texas at Dallas -
Schoof of Management
Richardson, Texas
Bid Date: January 4, 2002 at 1:00 p.m.

{Chatlenged credit s not a problem)

Now Is your time to buy and/or sell
real estate whille interest rates
are down

Call a Marketing Specialist
19e ol Yoy Keal Rsfuf aeedsi Nensel Phelns Construction Company Is actively seeking blds
from certitied HUB/MBE/WBE Subconliractors for lhe above-
mentioned project. Proposal documents will he avallable at the
Hensel Phelns Job Otlices localed al 7929 Brookriver Drive,

Suite #160, Dalias Texas, al 1:00 p.m. on Decemnber 14, 2001

COFFEY CAESAR, CIPS e
Hoffman International "<i‘
Office: 469.726-35

Cell: 972-768-7521 1

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

OptionEnergy @

Energy Deregulation in Texas
CALL TODAY
learn about reducing your utility bill.

"WE CLOBE TO FLEABE"

DEPRESSED AGAIN?

The Department of Psychiatry at the University of Texas
Southwestern Medical Center of Dallas is conducting
research sponsored by the National Institute of Mental
Health on cognitive therapy for depression. Treatment is
free. The symptoms of depression include:

» Depressed or sad mood

+ Loss of interest in activities

« Difficulty sleeping or sleeping tno much

» Feeling slowed down

+ Feeling tired or having low energy

O R PR R AR R R R R R PR EEEE,
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‘V() I) KWRLD/KSKY PROMOTION DIRECTOR
R The Promotions Director for KWRD-FM and
KSKY-AM reports {o the General Manager and
works hand in hand with the operations and
e Sales depariments in developing and implement-
ing marketing and promotional campaigns for the radio station. This posi-
tion involves interaction with tocal church and community leaders, listeners,
advertisert and vendors. A solid undeistanding of christian radio, familiari-
ty with the church, strong writing telephone and interpersonal relations
skills are important to success i ils capacity. Duties include but are not
limitedd by
sInferfacing with/ promotion KW HIVKSKY (o tocal church leaders
and congiepationg
« Working with Operations and %ales depariment in developing

Edward "TEX"

r oT3 : - worthless H marketing and promotional maienals for the radio station.
Fet'h"g gl..lllt_\f "?[ ST '.h_l‘ * Ar HarrIS * Masimize slalion's exposure to nalional and local media,
[ Chang(:s in “’f‘lght Or élppt_-[ e Sa[es Rep ) & « Writing and servicing press relesses about promaotional events

+ Difficulty concentrating

If you have experienced these symptoms more than once
in your life, are drug free and not currently in psychiatric
treatment, please call the Psychosocial Research and
Depression Clinic at 214-648-5351.

at the radio stavion.

* Establishing a station presence at key local events.
*Grow awareness of Lhe radio slation in order Lo increase cume of stalion.
e Educate listeners as to the mission of KWRD-KSKY
sDevelop revenue-generating promolions in conjunction with
Sales and Programming depariments
* Coordinate and facilitate all station events.

Fax or Klail resumes to:

Pete Thompson * Ceneral Manager
EWRD/KSKY
6400 M. Beltline Road, Sulte 110 = Lrving, TX 7543
2143613662 {fax)

A AR R R R R EERER

: Agent opportu-

nities available.

Call Edward "TEX" Harris and get signed up
today and save money on your utility bill

0 (972) 205-1008 E-mail- bigtexharris @ aol.com

Web Site: www.newpower.com

EifEEREREREEEEEEEEEEEEEERE
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Discrimination lawsuit against
Cracker Barrel

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) -
Twenty-one people filed a $100
million federal lawsuit against
Cracker restaurants
Thursday, accusing the
Tennessee-based chain of wide-
spread racism by segregating
black customers in the smoking
section and denying them
service.

It was the largest civil
rights lawsuit
restaurant  chain  since
Denny’s settled a $46 million
discrimination
1994,

Two

Barrel

against a

lawsuit in

Arkansans are
among the plaintiffs. Roner
Mitchell, a car salesman, and his
fiancee, Kadrian Thompson, a
cosmetologist, both from Little
Rock, said they were unfairly
discriminated against at restau-
rants in Memphis, Brvanr, Ark,
and Cape Girardeau, Mo,

The suit, filed Thursday in
federal court in Rome, Ga., accus-
es Cracker Barrel Old County
Store Inc.,

based in Lebanon, Tenn., of
systemauc discrimination and doc-
uments acts of alleged racism in
175 cides i 30 states.

The restaurant chain, which
for years has been known for its
country store motf and homestyle
cooking, owns and operates 450
restaurants in 37 states.

Cracker Barrel's chief execn-
tive, Donald M. Turmier, denied the
allegadons. He said the company
will fight them all the way to court
“if it comes to that.”

"We take very seriously our
commitment to treat all customers
fairly,” Turner said. *"We believe in
good service __ and good service is
colorblind.”

The plaintiffs are represented
by one of the nation’s largest civil
rights law firms, Gordon,
Silberman, Wiggins & Childs in
Birmingham, Ala.

"The descriptions of the treat-
ment African-
American customers in these

endured by

restaurants is appalling,” attomey
David Sanford said.

"It can’t be the case that
Cracker Barrel doesn’t know about
it,” he said. “We have enough evi-
dence nghr now to suggest that
Cracker Barrel, 1o the very highest
level, is responsible”

The same firm represents
plaintiffs in another discrimination
lawsuit filed against the company
in July 1999, That lawsuit, which is
pending, alleges blacks were not
treated fairly in hiring, promotions
and pay.

Mitchell, 48, said he and his
fiancee were subjected to unrea-
sonable waits ar Cracker Barrel
restaurants and weren’t treated as
well as white customers.

“They always Ty to isolate
vou,” he told the Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette. ""They put
vou in the smoking section.”

At Cape Girardeau, he said, a
white waiter asked if the couple
wanted corn bread, which Mitchell
said he took as a racially unged
comment considering it was 9 a.m.

The only blacks in the restau-

rant, they waited more than an
hour for drinks or food to arrive
while whites were served promptly,
according to the lawsuir. They left
without ever gettng served, the
suit said.
Much of the lawsuitr filed
Thursday focuses on the state-
ments of black customers,
recounting how they were
forced to wait while white cus-
tomers were prompily seated.
Chandra Harmon, a resi-
dent of Smymna, Ga., said she
went to a Cracker Barrel restau-
rant in Chattanooga, Tenn., at
9:48 p.m. in July and was rold
by a server that the restaurant
was about te close.
At 10 p.m., Harmon watched
as four white men seated and
served.

“"We had hungry children
and he soll refused to serve us,”
Harmon said of the manager.

The lawsuiz also drew upon
the statements of Judith
Robertson, an executive coordi-
nator at Cracker Barrel’s head-
quarters from January 1998
unril August 1999. Robertson,
who is white, was responsible
for responding to complaints
made by customers on the com-
pany’s hot line.

In a statement, Robertson
said the company received 300
calls a month claiming discrimi-
nation against minority cus-
many than
received by other customers.
She said those calls were often
discussed, and then dismissed
by Cracker Barrel

tomers, more

casually,
mAanagers.

TOM=<

for

Vote January 19, 2002

DALIASAIAYOR

“We are going F (mvard, not backward!”

For rides to the polls, please call

(214)941-8444

www.dunningformayor.com

Early Voting begins Jan. 2 thru 15, 2002
Super Sunday January 13, 2002 -

Paid for by the Tom Dunning For Mayor Campagn 7 3232 Me imey A, Sute 155 7 Dallas, Texas 15204
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e Ethnic Notes s

Kwanzaa: Roots, Branches, Celebration

The Continental African Roots
Kwanzaa is an African-
American and Pan-African holi-
day, which celebrates family,
community and culture.
Celebrated from the 26th of
December thru the Ist of
January, its origins are in the first
harvest celebrations of Africa
from which it takes its name.
The name Kwanzaa is derived
from the phrase “marunda va
kwanza” which means “first
fruits” in Swahili, a Pan-African
language which is the most
widely spoken African language.
The first-fruits celebrations
are recorded in African history
as far back as ancient Egypt and
Nubia and appear in ancient and
modern times in other classical
African civilizations such as
Ashantiland and Yorubaland.
These celebrations are also
found in ancient and modern
rimes among societies as large as
empires (the Zulu or kingdoms
{Swaziland) or smaller societies
and groups like the Martabele,
Thonga and Lovedu, all of
southeastern Africa.

Kwanzaa builds on the five
fundamental activires of
Continental African “first fruit”
celebrations: ingathering; rever-
ence; commemoration; recom-
mitment; and celebration.

Kwanzaa, then, is;

* A ume of ingarthering of
the people to reaffirm the
bonds berween them;

+ A time of special reverence
for the creator and cre-
ation in thanks and respect
for the blessings, bounti-
fulness and beauty of cre-
ation;

* A pme for commemora-
tion of the past in pursuit
of its lessons and in honor
of its models of human
excellence, our ancestors;

ff"p.i Hohﬁd-.i Rgr.‘-p-a
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= A ume of recommioment
to our highest cultural
ideals in our ongoing effort
to always bring forth the
best of African cultural
thought and practice; and

+ A tme for celebration of

the Good, the good of life
and of existence itself, the
good of family, communiry
and culture, the good of the
awesomne and the ordinary,
in a word the good of the
divine, natural and social.

The African-American Branch
Rooted in this ancient history
and culture, Kwanzaa develops
as a flourishing branch of the
African-American life and strug-
gle as a recreated and expanded
ancient tradition, Thus, it bears
special characteristics only an
African-American holiday but
also a Pan-African one, for it
draws from the cultures of vari-
ous African peoples, and is cele-
brated by millions of Africans
throughout the world African
communiry. these
various African peoples cele-
brate Kwanzaa because it speaks
not only to African-Americans
in a special way, bur also two
Africans as a whole, in its stress
on history, values, family, com-
munity and cultare.

Kwanzaa was established in
1966 in the midst of the Black
Freedom Movement and thus
reflects its concern for cultural
groundedness in thought and
practice, and the unity and self-
determination associated with
this. It was conceived and cstab-
lished to serve several funcrions.

Moreover,

Reaffirming and Restoring Culture

First. Kwanzaa was created
to reaffirm and restore our root-
edness in African culture, It is,
therefore, an expression  of
recovery and reconstruction of
African culture, which was being

-
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conducted in the general context
of the Black Liberadon Movement
of the 60’ and in the specific
context of The Organization Us,
the founding organization of
Kwanzaa and the authoritative
keeper of its tradition.

Secondly, Kwanzaa was cre-
ated to serve as a regular com-
munal celebration to reaffirm
and reinforce the bonds berween
us as a people. It was designed o
be an ingathering to strengthen
community and reaffirm com-
mon identity, purpose and direc-
ton as a people and a world
community.

Thirdly, Kwanzan was created
to introduce and reinforce the
Nguzo Saba (the Seven Princi-
ples.) These seven communitarian
African values are: Umoja (Unity),
Kujichagulia (Self-Determination),
Ujima (Collective Work and
Responsibility), Ujamaa
{(Cooperative Ecanomics), Nia
(Purpose), Kuumba (Creativity),
and Imani (Faith). This stress on
the Nguzo Saba was art the same
time an emphasis on the impor-
tance of African communitarian
values in general, which stress
family, community and culrure
and speak to the best of what it
means to be African and human
in rthe fullest sense. And
Kwanzaa was conceived as a
fundamental and important way
to introduce and reinforce these
values and cultivate appreciation
for them.

Kwanzaa was created in
1966 by Dr. Maulana Karenga,
professor and chair of the
Deparunent of Black Studies at
California  State  University,
Long Beach, author and scholar-
activist who stresses the indis-
pensable need to preserve, con-
tnually revitalize and promote
African American culture.

See Plano Park page 6
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Racial Preference at Texas A&M

HOUSTON (AP) _ Texas
A&M Systemn regents have tenta-
tively approved what they call a
“pilot program” to automarcally
admit the top 20 percent of students
from 250 underperforming state
high schools to the school.

The so-called “low perform-
ing” high schools typically have a
greater percentage of minority stu-
dents than other insttudons, ASM
officials have said. The university,
under the plan, would auromatically
admit the top 10 percent of students
from the state’s other high schoals.

But some have criticized the
plan as an attempt to circurnvent the
1996 Hopwood court decision that
bans Texas universities from using
racial preferences in college admis-
sions or scholarships.

Texas Anorney General John

Cornyn has been asked by regents
who conditionally approved the
plan last week to rule on its consti-
tutionality. If the plan is approved, it
would be evaluated after a few years,
officials said.

Wednesday, Cornyn's office
would say only that it has been con-
tacted by the regeni=. Representatives
of Young Conservatves of Texas
said they asked Cormyn to "'reject
this illegal, unfair and academically
indefensible preferental treatment
scheme. "' Solely for the purpose of
favoring black and Hispanic stu-
dents over whites and Asians, this
policy would give preference to stu-
dents from mostly minority high
schools,” the group told the Houston
Chronicle in a staternent Wednesday:.
Wendy Grarmm, an ASM regent who
1 the wifie of US. Sen. Phil Gramm, R-

"Texas, said from her'Washingron, D.C.,
office Wednesday that part of the pro-
posal’s goal is “'to make sure our flag-
ship mstitutions are more representa-
tive of our population.”

Joe Estrada, A&M admissions
director, said 3 percent of this year’s
44,000 students are black and 10
percent are Hispanic. A8M, which
is 80 percent white, is perceived by
many minorities as irthospitable to
them because of its traditions and
mostly white population.

The nine regents first discussed
the plan in October, Gramm said.
She said then that it might violate
the Hopwood decision and make
the system vulnerable to lawsuits.

But she said the plan unani-
mously approved Friday addressed
her concerns because it does not tar-
get minorities,

. e

Plano
Jump from Page 1

children can walk tw school
without fear, “where it is safe to
go shopping at all hours of the
day or night.”

“This year both the Fire
Department and the Police
Department updated our
Emergency Preparedness Plan to
take under consideration cvents
like those that took place in New

York (City),” Akers said. “We are
also locking into establishing a
civil defense type system.”

“We arc blessed to have a
hometown that has an open,
friendly government, one that
encourages citizen participation
and is rewarded with hundreds
of volunreers,” he added. “If the
importance of the wvolunteer
service could be measured in
dollars and cents, at the prevail-
ing wage rate, volunreers have

contributed over $850,000, and
thereby reduced our tax burden.”

Concluding his speech with
comments on the Plano
Independent School District,
Akers said it was perhaps the
greatest blessing of all.

“Your city government
remains commirtted to help
PISD insure that our children
remain among the best-educated
in the United State,” Akers said.
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Business i1s Down?

Contact the MON-The Gazette advertising department.......
To get those profits moving in the right direction!!!

Call:
972-606-7351

Today!

Are You Game
For New Business?

The Texus Lotery Commission offers a variety of contracting opportunities, from advertising to web
hosting. If you are minority-owned or a Historically Underutilized Business (HUB) und can provide any of
the following goods or services, please contact us:

Contract Opportunities

Advertlsing Services, Audio-Visunl Equlpment, Auditing Services, Baoks and Other Publications,
Bullding Maintenance and Repair Services, Computer Accessories and Suopplies, Computer
Hardware, Software and Services, Copying Services, Court Reporting Services, Electrical Services,
Equipment Maintenance and Repair Services, Key Services, Mall Preparation Services, Materlal
Handling Equipment and Supplles, Oftice Equipment and Supplies, Office Furnlture, Notary Publie
Bonds and Supplies, Photographic Supplies and Services, Printing Services, Promotlonal Products,
Screen Printed T-Shirts & Bandunnus, Security Services, Temporary Personnel Services, Training
Services, Vehlele Care nnd Maintenance, Web Hosting and Maintenance.

Pleuse respond In writing to:
Minority Development Services
Texus Lotery
P.0O. Box 16630

Austin, TX 78761-6630 =

TEXRS
LOTTERY
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Finally, it is important to
note Kwanzaa is a cultural holi-
day, not a religious one, thus
available to and practiced by
Africans of all religious faiths
who come together based on the
rich, ancient and varied com-

mon ground of their
Africanness.
Celebrating Kwanzaa
Preparation
There is a traditionally

established way of celebrating
Kwanzaa. We should therefore
observe these guidelines to make
our Kwanzaa the most beautiful
and engaging one and 1o keep
the rradidon. Without definite
guidelines and core values and
practices there is no holiday.

First, you should come to
the celebration with a profound
respect for its values, symbols
and practices and do nothing to
violate its integriry, beauty and
expansive meaning.

Secondly, vou should not
mix the Kwanzaa holiday or its
symbols, values and practice
with any other culture. This
would violate the principles of
Kujichagulia (Self-
Determinarion) and thus violare
the integrity of the holiday.

Thirdly, choose the best and
most beautiful items to celebrate
Kwanzaa. This means taking
time to plan and select the most
beautiful objects of art, colorful

African cloth, fresh fruits and
vegerables, erc. so that every
object used represents African
culture and your commitment to
the holiday in the best of ways.

Procedures

First, a central place in the
home for the Kwanzaa Set, the
symbols of Kwanzaa is chosen. A
table is then spread with a beau-
tiful piece of African cloth,
Then, the mkeka (mat) is placed
down and all of the other sym-
bols are placed on it or immedi-
ately next to it to symbolize our
rootedness in our tradition. Next
the Kinara (candle hoider) is
placed on the mat and the
Mishumaa Saba (seven candles)
are placed in the kinara (candle
holder).

The colors of Kwanzaa are
black, red and green; black for
the people, red for their struggle,
and green for the furure and
hope that comes from their
struggle. Therefore there is one
black candle, three red and three
green candles. These are the
mishumaa saba (the seven can-
dles) and they represent the
seven principles, The black can-
dle represents the first principle
Umeoja (unity) and s placed in
the center of the kinara. The red
candles represent the principles
of Kujichagulia {selt-determina-
tion), Ujamaa (cooperative eco-
nomics) and Kuumba (creativity)
and are placed to the left of the
black candle. The green candles

represent the principles of Ujima
{collective work and responsibil-
ity), Nia (purpose) and Imani
(faith) and are placed to the
right of the black candle. The
black candle is lit first on the
hrst day of the celebration. And
the remaining candles are lit
afterwards from left to right on
the following days. This proce-
dure is to indicate that the peo-
ple come first, then the struggle
and then the hope that comes
from the struggle.

And then the mazao
(crops), and ears of corn are also
placed on the mkeka. At least
two ears of corn are placed down
on the mat regardless of whether
there are children in the imme-
diate family or not for the chil-
dren of the community belong
to all of us and every adult in
African tradition is considered
an immediate or social parent.
Next the kikombe cha umoja
(the Unity cup) is then placed
on the mkeka (mat). It is used to
pour tambiko (libation) to the
ancestors in remembrance and
honor of those who paved the
path down which we walk and
who taught us the good, the
Tamshi and the beautiful in life.
Then African art objects and
books on the life and culture of
African people are also placed
on or next to the mat to symbol-
1ze our commitment to heritage
and learning.

M

No Donation
Jump from Page |

have offered to march every protest
note placed in a kette with a real
85 bill.

The protest notes “are the
very currency of intolerance,” said
Gary Glenn, presidenr of the
American Family Associadon of
Michigan. "They're artacking a
Christian organization in the holi-
est season of the Christian faith.”

and let us help you prepare for the goed things to come,

Glenn said gay-rights activists
in some states _ rather than using
the PFLAG protest notes _ are
using more realistic-locking fake
hills that might violate counterfeit-
ing laws.

A national conservative
group, Concerned Women for
America, is urging its supporters to
place a donaton in a Salvaton
Army kettle along with a note
praising the charity for “honoring
God’s word.” become the targer of

YO LT SR

A good bank is more than
just a financial institution.

It's o vite! element in a growing community’s health. It helps business
and families flourish. First State Bank of Texas is proud to fuifill that

role and serve its customers needs. Give us a call at 972-484.4000

We Maoke the Difference in Your Lifa.

FIRST STATE BANK

OF TEXAS

38 comemunity banking canters to serve you

wwm bbbt com
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protests, and in turn have become
rallying points for conservatives
who oppose gay-rights activism.

Newcomer said PFLAG and
Salvaton Army officials have been
meeting to see if their dispute can
be resolved.

"Public opinion on gay and
lesbian issues has shifted,” she said.
“"The Boy Scouts and the
Salvation Army are going to have
to catch up with the rest of the
county.”
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Clinton eyeing own TV show

Some wags called our last President’s scandal-rocked term in office “The Bill Clinton Show.”
Mow get ready for the REAL Clinton Show - on TV!

The week before Thanksgiving, Clinton was spotted at the most elegant restaurant in his current
digs, Chappaqua, N.Y., talking with Disney chief Michael Eisner about doing his own TV talk show,

possibly as early as next year.

“Clinton was joined by Hillary, Eisner by his wife, and the group first had drinks in the tap room
of Crabiree’s Kittle House Restaurant & Inn,”
back room for a gourmet dinner.”

Another source disclosed: “Bill’s been chomping at the bit to get back into the arena. He’s very
disappointed that President Bush hasn’t offered him some kind of role as an envoy.

FAST FACT!

Clinton has been paid upwards of $100,000 for speaking engagements since leaving the White
House. “Bur since thar’s apparently not going to happen, he’s making his own plans for a big-time
role in the public eye. *“TV fits the bill perfectly. Bill was made for TV!” Said a Clinton friend: “Bill
. has his own spin on what's going on in Afghanistan and elsewhere. People would watch to see what he would say next.

“Larry King and Bill O’Reilley should watch out!”

Missy Elliott

NEW YORK (AP) _Tight clothes can be a work
just ask Missy " Misdemeanor™ Elliort. o=

The rapper-producer needed help
stage at Thursday’s Jingle Ball concert ar Madison
Ga;:dnm which also featured Jay-Z; Hnﬂmmm O-

memmm

MariaEhClmy wmingnmlnu

a medley of her hits, including * Gae ak 5

special hostess, though she only made a few b

we're going 10 have to do the clean version!™

By the time he finished singing, the
The concert was sponsored l:chw

Sept. 11 1errorist artacks.

Gran Turismo CL

luxurious appomm

formance and

designed for pure t-‘omm

his synergy of per-
refinement rend-

ers the CL an achievement in design and

engineering.
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less beauty and a youthful
attitude that belies their years.
These five phenomenal women
lead lives as dynamic as the
color they’re wearing in this fab-
ulous fashion spread, and they
share their secrets to looking
and feeling great at any age.

(page 74)
INCREASE The PEACE-
Senior home editor Jorge

Arango talks with Tonya T.
Trent, a Philadelphia expert in
feng shui, the ancient Chinese
practice of arranging objects
and furniture to be in accord
with nature, Together they offer
seven easy ways [0 furn your
home into a calming retreat.

Says Arango, “Of course, true
serenity comes from within. But
by decorating your home with
certain comfor principles in
mind, you can make it a peace-
ful refuge from the rigors of the
workday world.” (page 106)
START FRESH NOW-
ESSENCE follows three of its
“brave” staff members on their
quest for better nurritional,
physical and mental health. The
magazine asked each wornan to
take a health-assessment quiz
developed by a nutritionist, afit-
ness expert or a stress-manage-
ment specialist. Llsing their
answers, each expert designed a
three-month plan to help the
ESSEMCE volunteers get on
wrack. Look for the results in an
upcoming summer issue! (page 56).
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ﬂmmmm her thighs, was the evening’s
. Carey did not perform, except
for one line from her holiday hit, ©“All Imbﬁtm 1Is You.”

Iglesias got the evening's loudest serear en he plucked a fan from the audience and ser-

enaded her with his hit *"Hero." When he found out she was only 14, he yelped and joked, "OK,

¢ fan grabbed him tight for a big bear hug.
‘ork radio mﬁm Z-100. A portion of the proceeds will
be donated to the Ronald McDonald House and the Clear Channel Relief Fund, set up after the

-, rc-rcluase of Whitney Houston’s rendinion of the national anth: :
P "It is a pity that we have 1o go to court on ]
- anthem,” said Leonard Stone, orchestra executiy
-‘;_i tract breach after themﬂwmmm followi
* a hot-selling single, Stone said.

~ The lawsuit, filed Eﬂdﬂﬁ
1991 agrte:men: re

© Greatest hits sales have topped 10 miuinn O e
._"v No one was available for comment at the record mmlnﬂm ﬂm
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said an eyewitness. “They then moved inte a quiet

sures of nuording mﬂttm~
% always very close, he smid. o

“"He knew I adored him, and vice versa. Thar's the magic that &
vou don't have to talk about.™ '

i-‘ o F K

g e R R

T

o e

L

Jim Carrey

Although born in Canada, Jim Carrey says he owes his success
as an actor to the United States and wants to become an American
citizen. “To me, this country defined me,” Carrey said in an inter-
view with the Associated Press. “This country allowed my dreams
to come true.” ",‘

B U B e A B
"

T

In the interview, Carrey also states that while growing up in
Toronto, Canada, he particularly admired the U.S. because of the
guality of entertainment produced. o

*1 alwavs felt growing up that America was a big brother, pro-
tecting us in the schoolyard. And also, all the things 1 loved to
watch and was influenced by were Americans.” Sull early in the
application process, Carrey says he will apply for dual citizenship ~ ¢
— Canadian as well as U.S. — in order to be true 1o his roots.

“Canada is my home. It was a tremendous place to grow up. But I love this country . . .
It’s the best place to be” 3
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Whltney Houston

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) _ The Florida mdﬂﬁnmm-

The song had first been

The orchestra m:mmpani:ﬁ Ho

The lawsuit seeks unspecified damages.

Since Sept. 11, the royalties could mean hundreds of thousands of dollars for the nonprofit orchestra, which cur its budget by
5600 000 this year to $7.6 million and forced musicians 1o take a pay cut, Stone said.
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Lel TSTC Take You There!

Are you ready for the future? Do you know how to work with today's teshnology? Can you handie the
technology of tomorrow? Texas Stale Technical College offers over 95 associate degree and certificate
programs to help you get the skills and knowledge neaded for today’s and tomorrow’s technology!

fﬁ\
Texas State
Technical College

Waco

Pt for with Carl Perking fursds

The fulure stans today! Sion up for sprinag classes al TSTC
TSTC will close for tha holidays Dec. 22 through Jan. 1.

Registration resumes on Jan. 2 and classes begin Jan 8.

1-800-792-B784 « (254) 867-2360 » www.waco.tstc.edu
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The Internatonal Library of
Photography is pleased 1o
announce that over $60,000.00
in prizes will be awarded this
year in the Intermagonal Open
Amateur Photography Contest.
Photographers from the Plano
area, particularly beginners, are
welcome to try to win their share
of over 1,300 prizes. To enter,
send one photograph in the fol-
lowing categories: people, travel,
pets, children, sports, narure,
action, humor, portrairure, or
other. The photo must be a color
or black-and-white print
(unmounted), 8”x10” or small-
er. All entries must include the
photographer’s name and
address on the back, as well as
the category and the title of the
photo. Photos should be sent to:
The International Library of
Photography, Suite 101-2612,
3600 Crondall Lane, Owings
Mills, MD 21117. Entries must
be posmmarked by December 31,
2001. You may also submit your
photo  directly online at
WWW.picture,com.

The Video Association of
Dallas began accepting entries
for the 15th Annual Dallas Video
Festival on November 15, 2001.
The Dallas Video Festival will be
celebrating its 15th Anniversary
at the 2002 Festival held May15-
19 at the Dallas Theater Center.
Entries may be narrative, docu-
mentary, animation, experimen-
tal, computer graphics, works by
children, children’s program-
ming, music videos, perform-

ance, etc. Rental fees will be paid
to participants, The Dallas Video
Festival is instituting two new
competitive cash awards: an
Audience Award and a Best of
the Texas Show Award. To obtain
an entry form or to ask about
member-ship or sponsorship
opportunines, call 214-428-
#8700, or fax o 214-428-8702,
or e-mail info@videofest.org.
You may also register online
at www.videofest.org. Deadline
for submissions is Tuesday,
January 8, 2002.

The Women’s Museum: An
Institute for the Future
announces its winter blockbuster

exhibit Alma Thomas:
Phantasmagoria, Major
Paintngs. The works of the leg-
endary abstract ardst, will be on
display until March 2002. The
catalog, Alma Thormas:
Phantasmagoria, major
Paintings of the 1970’ will be
available in the museum store.
For more informaton, call 214-
915-0861 or visit www.thewom-
€NSMmuseum.org.

The Women's Museum will
provide free computer rraining
in the Ronya Kozmetsky
Institute For the Future, the
museum’s 20-workstadon com-
puter lab. The classes will pro-
vide free job-training skills for
adult women who are unem-
ployed and for those already
employed but wishing to move
up to more professional levels.
Classes will be held on Tuesday
evenings and Sunday afternoons
and students can attend one or
any number of classes. For more
information, contact Wendlyn
Alter, Institute Director at
214-915-0868 or techdirec-
tor{@thewomensmuseum.org,

December 20-December 24

A Christmas Carol runs
through December 24, 2001 at
the Arts District Theater, 2401
Flora Street at Fairmount.
Single tickets are on sale now,
and range from $14 to $42 in
price. For tickets, call the Dallas
Theater Center Box Office at
214-522-84996 or purchase
on-line at www.dallastheater-
center.org or www.tckets.com.

December 20-December 22

A beloved holiday tradinon
that amazes and delights audi-
ence members of all ages. Karhy
Burkes Theatre of Puppetry Arts
critically acclaimed The
Nutcraker returns by popular
demand to the Dallas Children’s
Theater stage, Performances will
be held ar The Crescent Theater,
2215 Cedar Springs across from
The Hotel Crescent Court. For
reservations or more informa-
tion, call DCT Box Office at
214-978-0110.

Drecember 20-29

Beginning December 10th,
the Potter’'s House Christian
Bookstore Outlet began selling a
muldrude of select books, music
and other vartous products fea-
turing the inspiring wisdom and
sounds of America’s Best
Preacher-as dubbed by Time
magazine- Bishop T.D. Jakes,
founder and senior pastor of the
Porter’s House, The Porter's
House Christian Bookstore
Qutet will be located at 2524
Ledberter near the Westcliff
Plaza. It will be open until
8 p.m. For more information,
call Shawn Paul Wood at
214-337-0099, extension 713.

December 20-22

N.M. Productions Theatre
Company’s next show is truly
unique! Live From DeSoto-A
‘TV’ Chrisumas Special” is a
hilarious parody of all those TV
Christmas specials that we've
come to know and love. The play
will feature an all-youth cast and
will give the audience a healthy
dose of comedy, songs, dances
and a few surprises. The play will
be held at the Corner Theater in
DeSoro Town center.
Performance days and times are
as follows: Thursday, Friday,
Saturday evenings at 7:30 p.m.,
and December 22 at 3 p.m.
Ticket prices range from
$5-%10. To make a reservation,
please call 972-680-4466.

December 22-23

A Sort of Xmas Story, a
children’s holiday play, is playing
December 22 and 23 at 7:30
p.m. Saturday and 3 p.m. on
Sunday. The play will be held at
Jason Auditorium on the campus
of Paul Quinn College, 33837
Simpson Stuart Rd. in Dallas.
Admission to the play is §15 and
children 12 years old and under
get in free. For more informa-
tion, call 972-953-0270 or
214-904-9334.

December 20

Senior Citizens of Greater
Dallas is pleased to announce
Senior Link, Dallas’ first support
group dedicated to older adults
looking for a job. The group

meets twice a month, 10-11:30

a.m. at Senior Cidzens of
Greater Dallas, 1215 Skiles
Smreet, Dallas. The next meeting
is December 20 and will fearure
a speaker addressing the topic
“What Employers See When
Speaking With a Marure
Worker.” RSVP is required for
this free support group. Please
contact Renae Redwine or Judy
Busk at 214-823-5700.

A hip-hop version of The
Nutcracker, performed by stu-
dents in the after-school pro-
gram at  Adelle Turner
Elementary, is the highlight of
the Holiday Around the WWorld
program at the school from 5:30
p.m. to 8 p.m. The students have
been ceoached by Young
Audiences of Greater Dallas.
Each grade level has studied hol-
iday customs from the around
the world and the event culmi-
nates the study unit. Turner
Elementary 1s located at 5505 S.
Polk Srreet in Dallas.

December 22

Merthodist Hospitals  of
Dallas (MHD) will be offering
flu shots to the public at the Tom
Thumb Food store located at
900 W. McDermott in Allen
from 10 a.m.-3 p.m. The fee for
the shot is $15 and Medicare
Part B will be accepted. Shors
will not be given to persons who
are pregnant, allergic to eggs, or
running a fever. Children must
first see their pediatrician before
receiving a shot and those aged
12-17 vears must be accompa-
nied by a legal guardian. For
more information on flu shots,
call 214-947-0000.

December 23

Methodist Hospitals of
Dallas (MHIY) will be offering
flu shots o the public ar the Tom
Thumb Food store located at
8060 Spring Valley Rd. in Dallas
from | p.m-6 p.m. The fee for
the shot is §15 and Medicare
Part B will be accepted. Shots
will not be given ro persons who
are pregnant, allergic to eggs, or
running a fever. Children must
first see their pediatrician before
receiving a shot and those aged
12-17 years must be accompa-

nied by a legal guardian. For
more informaton on flu shots,
call 214-947-0000.

December 24

Come listen to Dallas jazz
artists Roger Boykin and Barry
Pearson on Christmas Eve at 7
p.m., as they present “The
Soothing, Soulful Sounds of
Christmas.” The program is
sponsored by Camp Wisdom
United Methodist Church, 1300
W. Camp Wisdom Rd., in
Dallas. The program will also
feature the Voices of Wisdom and
others. For more information,
call (972) 224-4556.

January 3

Senior Citizens of Greater
Dallas is pleased to announce
Senior Link, Dallas’ first support
group dedicated to older adults
looking for a job. The group
meets twice a month, 10-11:30
a.m. at Senior Citizens of
Greater Dallas, 1215 Skiles
Street, Dallas. The next meeting
is January 3 and will feature a
speaker addressing the topic
“The Upside and Downside of
Changing Careers.” RSVP is
required for this free support
group. Please contact Renae

Redwine or Judy Burk at
214-823-5700.
January 4-5

The Big Band Alumni
Orchestra, conducted by big
band veteran Fred Radke, per-
forms a rtribute to Glenn Miller
and Harry James January 4-5,
2002. Guest vocalists Gina
Funes and Beryl Davis, both
accomplished big band perform-
ers, will accompany the orches-
tra in their tribute to the music
of the 1930's and 40's. The Audi
Pops Series concerts are held at
the Morton H. Meverson
Symphony Center located at
2301 Flora Srreet, suite 300 in
Dallas. Ticket prices for these
performances range from §19.00
to $90.00. Tickers may be pur-
chased from the Dallas
Symphony box office or by log-
ging on to www.dallassympho-

ny.com. For more information,
call 214-692-0203.

Community Calendar Sponsored by Southwestern Bell Telephone

January §
The Women’s Museum
presents “New Year, New

Beginnings: A conversation with
Lynda Wooding” at 7 p.m. She
will give a special talk and share
her tips on using the New Year
for new beginnings in our
professional and personal lives.
For more information, call
214-913-0890.

January 9

Dallas Symphony Orchestra
Resident Organist Mary Preston
will be fearured in a live webchar
on www.DSOKids.com thar will
celebrate the addidon of wo
new fearures to be educabonal
website. The new fearures

include a streaming video organ |

demonstraton and a sall photo
organ tour. The chat with
Preston is scheduled for January
9, 2002, from 1:00 p.m. to 1:30
p.m. The streaming video
and still photos will be available
at 8 a.m. on the day of the
chat. For more information,

call 214-871-4061 or visit
www.DallasSymphony.com.
fanuary 11 1

The Women’s Council of
Dallas County, Church Women
United in Dallas, and
League of Women's Voters will
present a commmunity education
program, “Hostile Hallways:
peer Abuse Among the Young”
from 9:30 10 11:30 a.m, at King
of Glory Lutheran Church
Fellowship Hall, 6411 LB]J
Freeway in Dallas. For more
information, contact Fran
McElvaney at 972-233-6146.

January 11-12 il

The Plano Metropolitan
Ballet (PMB) will bring to life
“Alice In Wonderland” on the
stage at the Plano East High
School on January 11th and
12th. Tickets for “Alice In
Wonderland” are $9.00 and can

the ||

be purchased from Gotta Dance
at 121 Spring Creek Pkwy in
Plano or by calling 972-517-
5799, Performance times are
Friday, January 11th at 7 p.m.,
and Sarurday, January 12th at 4
p.m. and 7 p.m. Group rates are
available.

L)

Your friendly neighborhood
global communications company.*"

Southwestern Bell

Look No Further!

Hobby Lobby

Store Management
Opportunities

Hobby Lobby is a leader
in the Arts & Crafts
indust

with over 260
stores located in 24

states.

Candidates must have
previous retail store
management experi-
ence in: supermarket
chain, craft chain, mass
merchant, drug chain,
building supply chain.

Hobby Lobby

7707 SW 44th Street
Oklahoma City, OK
73179

Attn: Bill Owens
or apply Online @
www.hobbyiobby,

——_ =

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS OF PROPOSED
TEXAS HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTS

Sealed proposals for highway improvement contracts will be
received by the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT)
until the date(s) shown below, and then publicly read.

District: DALLAS

Contract 2374-02-103 for WIDEN EXISTING RAMP in DAL-
LAS County will be opened on January 08, 2002 at 1:00 pm at

the State Office.

Plans and specifications are available for inspection, along
with bidding proposals, and applications for the TxDOT
Prequalified Contractor's list, at the applicable State and/or
District Offices listed below. Bidders must submit prequalifica-
tion information to TxDOT at least 10 days prior to the bid date
to be eligible to bid on a project. Prequalification materials may
be requested from the State Office listed below. Plans for the
above contract(s) are available from TxDOT's website at
www.dot.state.tx.us and from reproduction companies at the

expense of the contractor.
NPO: 5482

State Office

Construction Division
200 E. Riverside Dr.
Austin, Texas 78704
Phone: 512-416-2540

District Office(s)

DALLAS DISTRICT
DISTRICT ENGINEER
4777 E. Hwy 80
Mesquite, Tx 75150
Phone: 214-320-6100

Minimum wage rates are set out in bidding documents and
the rates will be part of the contract. TXDOT ensures thart bid-
ders will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race,

color, sex, or national origin.

District: Fort Worth

pm at the State Office,

NFPO: 5517

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS OF PROPOSED
TEXAS HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTS

Sealed proposals for highway improvement Contracts
will be received by the Texas Department of Transportation
{TxDOT) until the date(s) shown below, and then
publicly read.

CONSTRUCTION/MAINTENANCE CONTRACT(S)

Contract 1603-03-026 for TRAFFIC SIGNALS in TAR-
RANT County will be opened on February 06, 2002 at 1:00

Plans and specifications are available for inspection, along
with bidding proposals, and applications for the TxDO'
Prequalified Contractor's list, at the applicable State and/or
District Offices listed below. Bidders must submit prequalifi-
cation information to TxDOT at least 10 days prior to the bid
date 1o be eligible to bid on a project. Prequalification mate-
rials may be requested from the State Office listed below.
Plans for the above contract(s) are available from TxDOT's
website at www.dot.state.tx.us and from reproduction compa-
nies at the expense of the contractor.

State Office

=

Construction Division
200 E. Riverside Dr.
Austin, Texas 78704
Phone: 512-416-2540

District Office(s)

Fort Worth Disrrict
District Engineer

2501 Southwest LPE20
Ft Worth, Texas 76133
Phone: 817-370-6500

Minimum wage rates are set out in bidding documents
and the rates will be part of the contract. TXDOT ensures
that bidders will not be discriminated against on the grounds
of race, color, sex, or national origin,

Freedom Realty & Mortgage
Services, Inc,
3415 Custer Road, Suite 116
Plano, Texas
75023
valerie(@) free-
/—/ dommortgage-
Co.com
Phone 972/673-0303
) VM pager 972/565-1459
‘Freedom to own your
own home”
Services Provided:
**Good, Bad and No
Credit Financed**
100% Financing Available
in some cases
Closing Cost Assistance
Programs
Business Loans
Realtor Services
Credit Restoration Services
(110% Guaranteed)
Serving the entire D/FW
Metroplex
Evening and Weekend
appointments available

City OF
PLANO, TEXAS
Plano

POLICE HOTLINE

. - e

1 l ', FIRE HOTLINE
[}

(§72) 941-7402

P

24 HOUR
CAREER INFORMATION HOTLINE
{872) gd1-T118
Home Pagae: www.plans.ix.ong
FAX (972) 941-T230
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