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Comerica Bank - reinvesting in the 
communities in which it serves 

On t h e Homefront : 

The Cil> of Hano Parks and 
Recreation Department has con
tracted with planet Kidz, a youth 
entertainment prof^ram, to provide 
acti\ities at Carpenter Park (6701 
Coit Rd.) and Oak Point 
Recreation Center (6000 Jupiter 
Rd.) for youth grades 3 through 8. 
Planet Kidz happens on Saturda>' 
nights from 7-11:30 p.m. ofiering 
fun and excitement in a safe and 
secure emironment. Admission is 
only $$ per person. A Piano police 
officer uill be on dut>' at each loca
tion for the safet>' of the youth. For 
more information, call the 
Carpenter Park Recreation O n t e r 
at 972-208-$0S7 or the Oak Point 
Center at 972-941-7540. 

The Piano Metropolitan Ballet 
(PMB) will bring to Ufe "AUce In 
Wonderland" on the stage of Piano 
East High School on January 11th 
and 12th. Tickets for "Alice In 
Wonderland" are $9.00 and can be 
purchased from Gotta Dance at 121 
Spring Creek I*kwy in Piano or by 
calling 972-517-5799, I>erformance 
times arc 1-riday, January 11th at 7 
p.m., and Saturday, jmnuary I2th at 
4 p.m. and 7 p.m. Group rates are 
available. 

January 12tbt The Harrington 
Librar>' in Piano is having a begin
ners Internet class at 9 a.m. 
Registration is required, but the 
class is free. For more information, 
caU 972-964-4200. 

Quad C Theatre at Collin County 
Comniunity College is seeking Sve 
male actors and two female actors 
for its production of Side .Man. The 
open call audition will be held from 
7-10 p.m. January 15lh at John 
Anthony Theatre on Jupiter Rd., 
which is located between Spring 
Creek Pkwy and Parker Rd. in 
Piano. Please prepare a one-
minute monologue from any con-
temporar>- drama in the style of the 
play. For more information, con
tact Brad Baker at 972-8S1-5679 or 
email him at bbakerfl cccd.edu. 

By Lakeesha Joe 

Investing in the commu
nities in which we live and 
do business is considered 

serves and participates in 
various civic, community, 
and economic development 
activities and parmerships in 
Dallas and Tarrant counties, 

ers. 
Comerica Bank-

Texas has also done several 
projects for Dallas County 
through the CRA. One such 

extremely important for the 
livelihood of the community. 
Well, banks that do business 
in your communities are 
encouraged to invest in the 
community ihi'ough the 
Communit>' Reinvestment 
Act (CRA). 

The Community 
Reinvestment Act (CRA) 
was established by Congress 
in 1977(revised in May 
1995) to encourage deposi
tor)' institutions to help meet 
the credit needs of the com
munities in which they oper
ate, including low and mod
erate-income communities. 

Comerica Bank-
Texas is one such bank that 
is reinvesting in the commu
nities in which it does busi
ness through the CRA initia
tive. Comerica Bank-Texas 
says that they are very com
mitted to serving the needs 
of the entire community. 
Comerica Bank-Texas 

INSIDE 

The Women's Division will meet 
January 16 for lunch at Gleneagles 
Countr>' Club. Networidng begins 
at 11:30 a.m. If you are interested in 
meeting other djuamic women and 
men doing business in and around 
Piano, come to the luncheon. 
Women, men, I*lano Chamber of 

Commcree members, guests and b y A n t h o n y J o n e s 
non-member Wsiitors are welcome. „ ^ _ ^ „, ^ „ . 
Reservations are required. ^ T h e r e a r e a b o u t 
I»a>-ment is expected in full at the 2 4 0 , 0 0 0 r e s i d e n t s m t h e 
luncheon. Call the Chamber at 972- C i t y o f P l a n o i ha l f of t h e m 
424-7547 to reserve your spot and c o u l d c a r e ICSS if a St reet 
for more information, were lo be named after 

Martin Luther King. 
However, in the silent deter
mination of the words, "I 
have a dream," many of 

^ - u«M«>IWin( 1 ^^°^^ residents in the car-
O n d i e Htmiefiront . .1 -^^.^^^^ ^^nxiv,^^ an effort 
r > . . « . » n n i t v S p o t l u d i t 2 ^^^^ ^̂  similar to the 
C o m m u n i t y » P « " I « - attempts of a group wanting 
w; « „ ^ ^ . a - 3 !5 "memorialize Sojourner 
E d h o r i a B Truth in Florence, Mass. 
Inspirarioo 3 G r e e n ' ^ ' t H e ' f'" H ^ ° " ' " 

— • ' vjrcen, the fund-raismg 
Vno A Yaar M o n e y . . 4 consultant for the Sojourner 
V o o & i o u r j ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Memorial Statue 
C n H l o l W a t c h 4 J-ommittee, their efforts 
^ ^ • ^ " * * , ^ .^8«"" 'ne years ago with 
E d m i c N o n s 5 the knowledge that the 
•^""™^ Sroup had to develop sup-
H^llncss ^ f ° " ' " ^ ^ community for 
««*««*««» sculpture exhibit. T?uth, 
Scratecy ^ .° ^'^^ \ woman's rights 
3 > « « « y f.^^'^^^^a'^d an abolitionist, 
A m & E - U . 7 hved^^m Florence from 

Around **•*•*"*• - - « 

Houston, and Austin. 
For those of you who 

have not heard of the CRA, 
you may be wondering what 
types of things are being 
done by Comurica Bank-
Texas to reinvest in your 
community. Currently, in 
Dallas County, Comerica 
Bank-Texas provides servic
es to several economic devel
opment, community service 
and non-profit organizations 
that, in turn, provide servic
es to low to moderate-
income communities. 

Some of the services 
that Comerica Bank-Texas is 
providing in Dallas County 
include financial technical 
assistance, serving on a 
board of directors or finance 
committees, assisting non
profit housing groups to cre
ate housing for low to mod
erate income families, and 
providing technical assis
tance to small business own-

project is the Exxon Mobil 
Green Team project in which 
Comerica partnered with 
the City of Dallas, the Exxon 
Mobil Foundation, a local 
housing nonprofit organiza
tion, and local students to 
provide new affordable 
homes for four famihes in 
South Dallas. 

The Business 
Assistance Center is another 
project brought on through 
the CRA. Comerica Bank-
Texas again partnered with 
the City of Dallas and five 
local non-profit organiza
tions to sponsor and partici
pate in the Business 
Assistance Centers program. 
Comerica Bank-Texas pro
vides the technical assistance 
(review business plans, look 
at financial statements, pro
vide expert advice, and assist 
in loan documentation 
preparation) to businesses. 

Soe Comttrica pags 6 

Silent determination makes 
renaming a street, a certainty 

"She came here to join a 
Utopian community, the 
Northampton Association 
for Education and Industry, 
which was a primarily white 
group that had fairly radical 

values," Green said. "They 
were known for refusing to 
differentiate on race or reli
gious beliefs - Sojourner 
developed her voice and 
began speaking out on 
women's rights and the abo
lition of slavery." 

Through the association 
she met and worked with 
abolitionists such as William 

Lloyd Garrison, Frederick 
Douglass and Olive Gilbert. 
Her dictated memoirs were 
published in 1850 as, "The 
Narrative of Sojourner 
Truth: A Northern Slave." 

"Ours has been a rela
tively grass roots effort," 
said Green, who has worked 
with the statue committee 
about 3 _ years. "We had to 
raise 5100,000 - and we 
received another 5100,000 
from the state in 1997." 

Jimmy Dismuke, who 
heads the Martin Luther 
King Street Renaming 
Committee in Piano, 
explained their effort "was 
not a financial thing." 

"All the city had to do is 
order 'x' amount of road 
signs," Dismuke said. "But 
the council ended up pass
ing a resolution that the city 
was not going to rename any 
more streets after a national 
figure unless it's for safety 
reasons," which he says, 
temporarily stymied the 

S0e Silent pags 6 

DJ Antonio Johnson of 
Heaven 97 in Greenville 

The Kuumba Heritage 
Newspaper wil! be celebrating 
eight years of being a part of the 
minority' newspapers across 
Texas and the United States, 
known as The Free Press. 

The highlight of this 
Anniversary' Banquet is to start 
the beginning of an annual pres
entation of three S500 scholar
ships to be given to students and 
to honor the Contributions of 
individuals, companies and 
organizations that have support
ed the agenda of the minorit>' 
news. These are those who con
tribute toward making it possible 
to keep an avenue of freedom of 
Speech open to all Americans. 
The program will be done in the 
atmosphere of a "roast" of Ms. 
Theresa Thrash, Publisher of 
The newspaper. Master of 
Ceremony will be the ver>' popu
lar Mr. Antonio Johnson of 
Heaven 97 Gospel radio station 
KHVN (Heaven 97). Antonio is 
known in the area for doing 
Gospel comedy. Also Assisting 
in MC will be Mr. I\'or>' Aioore 
the ex-mayor of Commerce, 
Texas. Kê Tiote Speaker will be 
the Past President of The Texas 
Publishers Association of 
Minority Newspapers, Mr. 

Thurman Jones. Mr. Jones is 
also the Publisher of the MON 
Gazette Newspaper in Piano, 
Texas. Some of the people to be 
on hand to "roast" will be Pam 
Hardaway on behalf of Senator 
Cains office, Mayor Byron 
Chitwood, WUIiam Smith GISD 
Superintendent, Ed Thatcher 
City Manager, Reverend M. JoUa 
of St. John Missionary Church. 
Reverend Otis Winkley of 
Bethelehem Church, Sue Ann 
Harting ex-Mayor of Greenville, 
Wolfe Cit>* Mayor Robert Lewis, 
Michael Nelson - Chairman of 
the Cultural Diversity 
Committee, Dr. Robert Deuell, 
and others. 

The Theme of the Banquet will 
be "We are in this together-
Reflecting Diversity in a 
Multicultural Society". Join the 
Kuumba supporters who will be 
out for the evening to 
The Publisher, Please call Mr. 
Willie Hobdy at 903-455-8738 
or fax 903-455-1229. 
The program siaris at 6:30 pm at 
Greenville High School 
Cafeterium, Saturday, January 
12th. Pre-sale rickets are 820. 
S35 Couples. At the door tickets 
will be S25 each. 

DJ Antonio Johnson 

From Her Eyes 
For a moment the world ceased 
rotation. The scream 
from her mother resounded 
throughout the auditorium as 
Victoria's tears blurred the stage. 
She relied on 
family to finance her excursion 
with fate as their 
time and love paid for the 
moment the spotlight 
engulfed her frame and a title 
was attached to her 

name. The tiara, arm full of 
roses, and accompanying 
parade down the catwalk, howev
er, were poor 
compensation for that which she 
had slaved. Her tears 
only appeared when she was 
awarded the proud scream of 
her mother who cheered repeat
edly from off stage: "Go, 
Victoria baby Go." 

Photo by Maggie Ybarra 

From left to right: Charlee Taylor-Hinea, Director Ethnic and Urban 
Marketing, Pepsi-Cola Sorth America; Datvn Hudson, Senior Vice 

President, Strategy and Marketing, Pepsi-Cola Sorth America; 
Steven Reinemund, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, PepsiCo; 
John J. Sarsen.Jr., President and Cheif Executive Officer, Association 

of National Advertisers Inc. 
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spotlight 

Richie Butler Decides Not to Run for Fifth Congressional Seat 
After careful considera

tion, Richie Butler decides 
not to run for the Fifth 
Congressional District being 
vacated by Congressman Pete 
Sessions. Citing personal rea
sons, Buder will remain active 
in the community and con
tinue his work to promote 
quality education and com
munity development in the 
region. 

"The open seat was very 
attractive, and it was a tough 
decision for me," says Butler. 
"Several key people 

approached me about run
ning for the seat, and our 
exploratory committee found 
positive support for my can
didacy in the community. 
Ultimately, the timing did not 
work for me and my family." 

In 1996 Butler was 
ordained as a minister and is 
an Associate Pastor with St. 
Luke "Community" United 
Methodist Church in Dallas. 
Butler currently works with 
Edison Schools, Inc., the 
country's leading private 
manager of public schools. 

Previously, Butler served as 
the administrator and project 
manager of the African-
American Pastor's Coalition 
and spearheaded the develop
ment of Unity Estates, a 
housing development in the 
southern sector of Dallas. 

While completing gradu
ate school at Harvard 
University, Buder began his 
work in the public sector. He 
developed and managed 
statewide political strategy as 
Deputy Political Director for 
U.S. Senator John Kerry of 

Massachusetts and served as 
a Community Education 
Assistant under the Plymouth 
County District Attorney's 
Office in Massachusetts. 

Butler was the co-founder 
of the Foundation for the 
Third Millennium in Dallas, 
which has sponsored educa
tion and humanitarian trips 
in the U.S. and abroad to 
Africa. He has developed sev
eral inner-cit>' summer pro
grams in Dallas such as "The 
Summer of Choice" and "A 
Summer of Hope." 

A Mayoral Appointee to 
the Urban Rehabilitation 
Standards Board, Butler is a 
member of the Dallas Felco 
Federal Credit Union 
Supervisory Committee. 
Dallas Urban League Board, 
State Fair of Texas 
Chairmen's Taskforce 
Committee, the Harvard 
Club of Dallas, and the Real 
Estate Coimcil. Previously, he 
ser\^ed on the Dallas Morals 
and Values Think Tank and as 
Chairman of the Advisory 
Committee at Daniel 

"Chappie" James Learning 
Center. 

During Butler's under
graduate years at Southern 
Methodist University, he was 
captain and a four-year varsi
ty letterman of the SMU 
football team. He received 
numerous honors such as: the 
College Football Association 
Good Work Team, Southwest 
Conference Sportsmanship 
Award Nominee, SMU Male 
Athlete of the Year, and the 
Carr P. Collins Foundation 
Community Service Award. 

Loitering down the lane of Harvey Martin's life 
As 2001 comes to an end 

and 2002 begins, I felt it perti
nent to pay homage to some of 
heaven's fallen stars: one being 
one of Dallas' own, Harvey 
Martin. 

Born and raised in Dallas, 
he was proud to have starred 
first at Soudi Oak Cliff High 
School in Dallas, then East 
Texas State (now known as 
Texas A&M Commerce), and 
finally with Dallas Cowboys. 

Martin was taken in the 
third round in the 1973 draft 
and quickly excelled as a pro
fessional athlete. He played 11 
seasons becoming known as 
one of the Cowboys' most 
popular players in the 1970s 
and early 80s. Martin set team 
records with 114 career sacks 
and 20 sacks alone in 1977, 
the season The Associated 
Press coined him defensive 
player of the year. He also 
made the Pro Bowl four times 
and shared the 1978 Super 
Bowl MVP trophy with Randy 
White. Tom Landry, former 

Cowboys head coach, called 
him the best pass rusher in 
Cowboys history. 

Martin was known to be a 
very easygoing guy with a big 
heart, passionate and caring. 
"He was always full of joy, 
always full of happiness," said 
Mel Renfro, former Cowboys 
teammate. "He identified with 
the nickname Beautiful 
Harvey Martin. He was always 
upbeat, always encouraging." 

Martin underwent major 
surgery about a year ago and 
his condition worsened. 
Nevertheless, on the eve of 
Christmas, Martin's battle 
with pancreatic cancer came to 
an end at Baylor Medical 
Center in Grapevine making 
him the first Super Bowl MVP 
to pass away. He was 51. 

"He'll be remembered as 
one of the great Cowboys of 
the golden years," former 
Cowboys president and gener
al manager Tex Schramm said. 
"He was a great player, one of 
the first in the group of the 

first great pass rushers. He 
accomplished more than was 

sports world. That helped con
vince coaches to turn the posi-

anticipated of him." 
Martin came into the NFL 

at a time when defensive ends 
weren't expected to get many 
sacks. As a matter of fact, 
Martin and defensive ends 
such as Deacon Jones of the 
Los Angeles Rams brought 
sacks to the attention of the 

tion mto more ot a pass rush
ing threat than a run-stopper. 

Teammates always joked 
with Martin about him never 
returning a fumble for a 
touchdown and about him 
once getting tackled by a quar
terback. "It never happened to 
me," Martin said in an inter

view with The 
Dallas Morning 
News. "(The) 

closest I came was with a fum
ble. I got tackled by the quar
terback, and everybody 
laughed at me. Both teams. 
(But) I killed many a quarter
back (and) I felt like I scored 
when I took their head off." 

Since his retiring in 1984, 
Martin struggled with sub
stance abuse, domestic vio
lence and bankruptcy issues. 
In 1996, xMartin was jailed on 
domestic violence and cocaine 
charges. He received probation 
on both charges and was sent 
to the Dallas Count>' Judicial 
Treatment Center. 

After eight months, 
Martin was released and took 
a job selling chemical products 
where he was salesman of the 
year three times. He also made 
anti-drug speeches to children. 
In July 1998, he announced in 
The Dallas Morning News 
that he had been clean for 
nearly two years. He also said, 
"I had such a wonderful life 
before drugs and alcohol 
abuse. I've got that life back 

now and plan to keep it. 
Maybe I had to go through 
what I did to get to this point, 
to appreciate this life more." 

Schramm doesn't believe 
Martin's trouble with drugs 
and alcohol will soil Martin's 
precious memory, which was 
illustrated at his funeral serv
ice with about 1,000 family 
and friends in attendance. 
"People are accepting a lot of 
things today, particularly in 
that area," said Schramm. "I 
think that all people who 
remember Harvey will remem
ber him as the Harvey that was 
the football player, and not for 
the drug thing." 

John Niland, former team
mate and vice president of the 
chemical company where 
Martin worked the past five 
years, believes "this guy was a 
true champion." "He really 
loved the Lord, and the Lord 
did help him turn his life 
around. We had mothers that 
prayed for us for a long time, 
and it worked," said Niland, 
"It's just a shame for him to 
have to die to get the recogni
tion he deserved." 

|-i3M .qu 
PepsiCo wins ANA Award 

From left to right: Charlee Taylor-Hines, Director Ethnic and Urban Marketing, Pepsi-Cola Xorth America; Dawn 
Hudson, Senior Vice President, Strategy and Marketing, Pepsi-Cola North America; Steven Reinemund, Chairman and 

Chief Executive Officer, PepsiCo;John J. Sarsen,Jr., President and Chief Executive Officer, Association of National 
Advertisers Inc. 

PepsiCo, a winner of the Association of National Advertisers Multicultural Excellence Awards for excellence in Hispanic 
advertising, receives a $5000 check for the Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Fund, which will benefit multicultural stu

dents studying marketing and advertising. The PepsiCo family of business includes: Frito-Lay, P&psi-Cola, Quaker, 
Tropicana and Gatorade. 

High School and 
College Students 

Sharpen Your Writing, Sales, and/or market
ing skills by becoming an intern with MON -

The Gazette. 
Progressive job responsibility and pay is 

offered. Minority applicants encouraged to 
apply 

Contact: 

Angelia Pinaga 
Voicemail: 972-606-3878 

Fax:972-516-4197 
Email: mon-edit(S)swbell.net 

Page 2 •January 10-January 17,2002 • The Gazette 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

J 

DEPRESSED AGAIN? 
The Depar tment of Psychiatry at the University of 
Texas Southwestern Medical Center of Dallas is 
conduct ing research sponsored by the National 
Inst i tute of Mental Health on cognitive therapy for 
depression. Treatment is free. The symptoms of 
depression include: 
• Depressed or sad mood 
• Loss of interest in activities 
• Difficulty sleeping or sleeping too m u c h 
• Feeling slowed down 
• Feeling tired or having low energy 
• Feeling guilty or worthless 
• Changes in weight or appeti te 
• Difficulty concentrat ing ' 
If you have experienced these symptoms more t h a n 
once in your life, are drug free and not currently in 
psychiatric t rea tment , please call the Psychosocial 
Research and Depression Clinic at 214-648-5351 . 

SOUTHWESTERN 

Business is Down? 
Contact the MON-The Gazette 
vadvertTsihg depathrtpnt ••-'• >» 

To gel those profits moving in* 
the right direction!!! 

Call: 972-606-7351 T o d a y ! 
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Editorial 
Reflections on Times of Trial 

Is Time" ever on our side? 
The beginning of a New 

Year is the height of an emo
tional journey that we as peo
ple tend to experience in life 
times. It is not uncommon for 
many of us to feel somewhat 
stressed during the months of 
November through January. 
There is an urgency to act and 
be a certain way even when 
that might not be what one is 
truly feeling. During the 
Holidays, we are condi
tioned to celebrate and act 
happy. Many times, we feel 
that it is our duty as part of 
the crowd to smile and 
even fake it. Americans 
tend to become more 
stressed and anxious dur
ing those final weeks of the 
year. The New Year is pro
portionately weighed down 
with plans to do or accom
plish what is often forgotten or 
put off for the rest of the year. 
Our New Year plans and reso
lutions are often unrealistic 
and based on sensitive emo
tions and reflections of past 
disappointments, shortcom
ings and what we see as fail
ures. There are both positive 
and negative sides in times of 
reflection. It is said: "As a man 
thinketh, so he is." Our ener
gies and mindset tend to show 
up in the areas we dwell or 
reflect on. 

During the past year, the 
state of the United States and 
the events of the world, has 
greatly affected the way we hve 
each day and look toward the 
future. As with tragedy such as 
the Terrorist attacks, people 
worldwide have been forced to 
focus on and react to threat of 
perceived, unseen danger and 
the uncertain timing of death. 
For many people life has gone 

fi-om being the best of times to 
what feels like the worst of 
times. Many questions are 
being asked; 

1) How can one be expea-
ed to see goods thing in the 
midst of such difficult times? 

2) How does a nation find 
hope in the disintegrating 
clouds of buildings once filled 
with thousands of loved ones? 

3) How will a world find 
the way to prosperity from a 

global economy steadily fail
ing? 

Answers for tr\ing times: 
la) Mankind has always 

grown stronger and wiser after 
difficult times. It is in times of 
trial that we are forced to find a 
better way to survive and suc
ceed. Hard times are like exer
cise for our spiritual muscle. 
The importance of friends, 
family and faith has been 
revived. When we are eventual
ly able to appreciate new-
heights and levels of strength 
and endurance, life is better 
than ever before. 

2a) For each individual 
person who died in the 9-11 
tragedy, thousands of families 
and friends are left behind.The 
brevity of life and the finality of 
death has never been so recog
nized and appreciated as it is in 
the aftermath of tragedy. The 
nation and world must truly 
invest the effort to find a solu

tion that works for mankind as 
a whole and not individual 
faiths, financial classes or racial 
ethnicity. The best tribute to 
lost loved ones would be for 
every survivor to live a mean
ingful life and contribute to 
making life better for others. 

3a) In the midst of news 
about layoffs, cutbacks, falling 
businesses and a failing econo
my—people are discovering 
hidden happiness. Many peo

ple who once worked for 
large corporations now 
find entrepreneurial busi
ness gives them a better 
sense of self-sufficiency 
and success. Those long 
delayed dreams and 
buried talents can be a 
great financial resource 
when channeled and 
worked into a business 
plan. 

Examining areas of life tri
als can be a good thing; howev
er, it can also be damaging to 
dwell on times of difficulty. If a 
person focuses on downfalls 
and disappointments, their life 
will eventually gravitate toward 
depression. It is to our benefit 
to think on the positive possi
bilities and to dwell on dreams 
of health, happiness, and the 
development and fulfillment of 
personal values. 'You must 
think it and believe it—in order 
to ever see or be it!' If we reflect 
wisely and act effectively, suc
cess is a reality within our 
grasp. 

When reflection on the 
past and aspiring to the future, 
we will find t ha t -

T i m e is on your side'— 
Only when you enjoy your gift 
of living in the present! Let 
your Life be a reflection of 
hope, happiness and fulfill
ment. 

Inspiration 
I JUST KEEP CHANGING! 

Ephesians 4:23 

I had lunch recently with a 
fiiend that I've grown to love and 
respect over the years. Their 
advice and sage wisdom and 
counsel have helped me gready 
during the course of my life. I 
should mention that this fiiend is 
a 67 year old woman who looks 
every bit of 45. I ask a lot of 
questions and do a lot of listening 
when I'm with those who have 
proven track records of integrity, 
honor, and success. I was 
amazed when she asked me some 
questions (she always does) con
cerning what I have learned 
about God and His word and 
church and stuff like that. I final
ly asked, "why do you ask me 
knowing that I don't have the 
experience that you have?" I was 
surprised at her answer. She said, 
"do you ever wonder why I can 
maintain such great appearance 
(and she does look good)?" My 
response was that I just thought it 
was because she did have a regu
lar exercise regiment. She said, 
"not exactly. People stan looking 
old when they stop changing and 
so I just keep changing". As we 
continued to talk, I could hear 
God talking to me about change. 
That's a subject I get asked to 
speak on frequently. I'm amazed 
at how we are always trying to go 
back to times in our lives when 
we perceive they were better. 
Married folks are always trying to 
recapture the honeymoon or the 
joy of the wedding. A lot of sen
iors spend their lives ahvays talk
ing about how things used to be. 
Now I'm not suggesting by any 
means that we forget the past. I 
am suggesting however diat we 
speak more concerning today and 
tomorrow. Your honeymoon may 
have been great. Some of your 
past loves may have been great. 
But today is where you live and 
hopefully tomorrow will meet 
you as well. Therefore, your best 
iiays should be now and ahead of 
you. I was watcmng a movie 
once when one character asked 

another, "what was the best day 
of your life?" The character 
replied, I haven't lived it yet. 
Everyday is tie". A change is 
required if we are going to main
tain the level of joy that I believe 
God intended for us to have 
through Jesus. God doesn't 
change because He's complete. 
He doesn't need to become more 
like us, we need to become more 
like Him and therefore, it's us 
that needs constant adjustments. 

Our text simply says " N o w 
your attimdes and thoughts must 
all be constantly changing for the 
better"(Eph 4:23,TLB) 

The decay and atrophy of the 
attimde is the number one cause 
of premature death. Medical sci
ence tells us that when the mind 
ceases to relay certain thougjits to 
the body, the body cease to pro
duce certain strengths. Just 
because you may continue to 
climb chronologically, doesn't 
mean your attitude should be left 
at the bottom (or middle)of the 
mountain where you use to be. 
Jesus faced this in dealing with 
the stria Pharisees and legalizers. 
They were so inflexible and 
unyielding that he likened their 
customs and traditions to old 
wineskins. There are new truths 
from God's w'ord to learn. He 
hasn't stopped revealing things 
unknown to man. Therefore, the 
way things were, doesn't have to 
be the way are or the way they 
will be. A thousand years ago, no 
one drove high powered automo
biles. Did God just put the min
erals and raw materials in the 
earth to build them over the last 
century? No, the materials have 
always been here. The knowledge 
hadn't been discovered yet. 
Almost a centur>' ago, the head of 
the U.S. Board of patents sug
gested that department be closed 
dowTi because he thought ever>'-
thing that had been invented was 
all that could be invented. I was 
recently asked by a good fiiend at 
what age I was going to retire. I 
told them I never plan to. There 

jSi^y ^ 3 ^^^h^ju^^yui^^adiuit-
ment in my assignment fi-om' 
God but as for retiring, that's not 

in my plans 'cause it's not in His. 
So I just keep changing. I 
change my attitude and my 
behavior consistentiy. That's how 
you keep from growing old and 
decrepit and feeble. When our 
attimde ceases to change, we stop 
growing and therefore stop pro
ducing those things that demand 
the body to generate and produce 
strength. As my friend said, "I 
just keep changing". 

As we embark upon a new 
year, allow me to suggest several 
things that will help you. Look at 
your attimde about people close
ly. Does it reflea a change over 
the course of you life or are you 
still holding on the some time 
worn, tired, stereotypical, igno
rant, ideolog>' about whole 
groups of people. Some people 
still think according to the past 
where ethnic groups are con
cerned. How unfortunate. 
Although racism is still very 
much alive, it's becoming more 
and more unprofitable for the 
world's economy. Next, 

Consider your attimde concern
ing God, Jesus and His church. 
Are you still thinking and acting 
like those who feel the church is 
irrelevant and preachers are 
crooks and church people are 
hypocrites? How tired that is. 
You may be interested to know 
that the church has been the one 
agency that has remained consis
tently faithful in it's suppon of 
the poor, and commitment to 
improvement of the quality of life 
for both singles and families. 
Also churches have increased 
their influence in communities 
and people despite a drastic 
decrease in contributions. Think 
of it. They are doing more with 
even less. Finally, consider your 
attimde about you. What do you 
really think of yourself? Do you 
know how God thinks of you and 
do you know what He has 
planned for your life? If not, that 
must change if you are going to 
make it in this century. Don't get 
old and stale and dry up. Keep 

^^^agoing and working on yous 
'amtude. Go to Church This 
coming Sunday! 

Ison-Newsome Gets Her Day in 
Court: Texas High Court Rules 

Lawsuit Will Continue Against D I S D 

.^s^'jf^M^^SL 

The Supreme Court of 
Texas recently ruled that Ison-
Newsome may continue her 
lawsuit filed in 1997, which 
charges the district with slander 
and conspiracy. The ruling 
brings the case - and the saga 
involving former DISD 
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Superintendent Yvonne 
Gonzalez - back into the lime
light. 

"This ruling is a welcome 
sign to our client that allegations 
of such a serious nature will be 
considered by the court sys
tem," says William A. Brewer III 
of Bickel & Brewer Storefront 
and Ison-Newsome's lead attor
ney. "It has been four years, but 
the wheels of justice never 
stopped turning." 

Brewer savs Ison-

Newsome's lawsuit charges 
school officials with intentional 
torts of blander, civil conspiracy 
and intentional infliction of 
emotional distress. Ison-
Newsome filed the lawsuit after 
Gonzalez, allegedly attempting 
to deflect media attention relat
ed to her own activities, ordered 
a press conference to publicly 
suggest that Ison-Newsome was 
being investigated for the misuse 
of school district funds. 

see Ison-Newton Page 8 

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS OF PROPOSED 
TEXAS HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTS 

Scaled proposals for highway improvemeni contracts will be received by the 
Texas I>cpanment of Transporution (TxDOT) until the daic(s) shown below, 

and then publicly read. 

CONSTRUCnON/MAI>rrEKANCE CONTRACT(S) 

r>istrirt: Fon Worth 
ConOBCt 0902-48-319 for KEPIACE BRIXXJi- AND APPROACHIiS in TARRANT 

County will 
be opened on Fctvuao' 06, 2002 at 1:00 pm at the Sutc Office. 

CoMMct 1330-01-052 for WIDEN TO INCLUDE CONTINUOUS LEFTTURN 
lJU<Em TARRANT 

County win be opened on February 05,2O02 at 1 :(H) pm at the Sutc Office. 

Plans and tpccifurations are «%'ailable for inspection, along w\ii\ bidding 
proposals, and applications for the TxDO T Prcqualilied Contractor's list, i t 

the applicable State and-'or District Offices listed below. Bidders must 
submit prequalification information toTxDO'I ' at least 10 dayi prior to the 
bid date to be eligible to bid on a project. Pre qualification materiatt may 

be requested from the State Office Usted below. Plans for the above 
coniract(s) are a%'ai]able from TxDOT* webwie ai www.doi.st8tc.tx.ui and 

from reproduction companies at the expen&e of the contractor. 
N"PO: 5670 

Su tc Office 

Coniiruction Diviuon 
200 E. Riverside Dr. 
Au«tm, Texas 78704 

Phone : S12-416-2540 

I>iiaict Office fs) 

Fon Worth District 
Disinci Engmecr 
2501 Southwest LP820 
HtWonh.Texas 7 b H 3 
Phone : 817-37O^S00 

M i n i m u m w-agc rates are set ou t in b idding docirnients and the rates will b e 

par t of the contract- T X D O T e n s u i t s that b idders will not be d i sc r imina ted 
against on the g r o u n d s of race, color, sex, or nat ional or igin. 
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You & Your Money 
Financial Focus: Take steps to 

Avoid Costly Credit Card Debt 

Capitol Watch 

It's a good 
idea to limit your credit card debt as 
much as possible. This type of debt 
typically carries a high interest rate 
and is not tax-deductible.There can 
be advantages, however, to using 
plastic, particularly in those 
instances when it's best not to carry 
much cash. But now, more than 
ever, you need to use credit respon
sibly. 

Why? Because credit card 
issuers are bumping up their late 
fees and becoming more aggressive 
about imposing penalty interest 
rates. With some cards, only one 
late payment can trigger the late fee 
and then a new, higher rate. Plus, 
credit card companies are shorten
ing or eliminating their grace peri
ods, which previously allowed you a 
few days past the due date for a pay
ment to arrive before you'd incur a 
late fee. 

In short, it's clear that you 
should minimize credit card bal
ances when possible. Your best bet 
is to keep just one card, use it only 
in cases of emergency and pay it off 
each month, so that you'll avoid 
interest of finance charges. In fact, 

pa>'ing off your high interest credit 
card debt may be one of the 
smartest financial moves you can 
make. After all, you could be paying 
interest rates if 18 percent -or 
more- on some credit card debt. 
Unless you can find an investment 
that returns more than that which is 
unlikely- you'll make better use of 
your money by paying down that 
debt. 

Of course, your best credit 
card debt-reduction strategy is to 
avoid getting into debt in the first 
place. And one of the best ways of 
doing that is to build a "cash cush
ion" over time. Bt setting up 
monthly automatic payments into a 
liquid vehicle, such as a money 
market account, you'll be able to 
accumulate funds you can draw on 
to make major purchases - the type 
of purchases that might otherwise 
send you reeling into the "plastic 
trap." 

Still, because your money mar
ket account is so liquid, you'll have 
to fight the temptation to constant
ly dip into it for everyday or 
"impulse" purchases. Remember 
what this account is there for: to 
help you stay out of debt. 

You can also find other options 
to racking up credit card debt. One 

Wellness 

popular choice is a home equity 
loan. This type of loan typically car
ries a much lower interest rate than 
those of credit cards, and your 
interest payments are usually tax-
deductible. Plus, you can use the 
money for whatever you want: 
home improvements, college pay
ments, whatever. 

However, before you take out a 
home equity loan, there are a cou
ple of things you must keep in 
mind. First, you're using your home 
as collateral for a loan. If you 
default, you could lose your house -
so make absolutely sure you can 
handle the payments before you 
sign on the dotted line. Second, tak
ing out a home equity loan is a 
major decision - so consult your tax 
and investment professionals for 
guidance. 

By taking the appropriate 
steps, and by disciplining your 
spending habits, you can avoid 
falling into expensive credit card 
debt. And that's a tumble you never 
want to take. 

BiUie Meador is an Irwestmeni 
Representative for Edward Jones. She 
can be reached at 972-208-5688 or 
toll free 888-758-0950. 

New technique available to eliminate snoring 
People who suffer from 

unbearable snoring now have 
less expensive, painless treat
ment options to choose from at 
Methtxiist Medical Center. 

Craig Schwimmer, M.D. and 
Rajiv Pandit, M.D., specialists in 
Ear, Nose and Throat, Head and 
Neck Surgery, now offer patients 
minimally invasive procedures 
that can be done in their offices 
that will greatly reduce or elimi
nate snoring. 

One of the newest tech
niques is called injection snore-
plasty, in which a solution is 
injected into the soft palate, 
which causes the soft tissue of 
the upper palate to become firm, 
thus improving airflow through 
the mouth. 

'The soft tissue of the upper 
palate moves during snoring, 
causing the soimd we all hear," 
said Dr. Schwimmer. "So by 
making the upper palate stiffer, 
ttie tissue will move less, and 
MU)ring is reduced." 

Habitual snorers, and those 

who must endure their night
time cacophonies, have long 
assumed nothing could be done 
for this condition. Those who 
study snoring say the actual 
numh»er of those who snore is 
mostly imderreported. 

Conservative estimates are that 
30% of women and 40% of men 
snore, and that number increases 
with increasing age, accordmg to 
Dr. Pandit. 

Snoring has been linked to 
increases in blood pressure, 
heart attack and stroke risk, as 
well as decreases in sexual activ
ity. Basically, snorers and .tfwir 
partners are very unhappy p e o 
pie. 

The secret to snore therapy 
is changing the structure of tfie 
mouth, which changes the nor
mal airflow through the mouth 
during sleep. Snoreplasty is rela
tively painless, inexpensive and 
quick when compared to tradi
tional surgery. 

"From start to fiiush, the 
snoreplasty procedure lakes me 

about 15 minutes to complete in 
my office," said Dr. Schwimmer. 

Other therapies include the 
use of radio frequencies, lasers or 
traditional surgery to remove or 
reshape tissue in the mouth and 
throat all done on an outpatient 
basis. 

Methodist Medical Center 
and Chariton Methodist 
Hospital are part of the non
profit Methodist Hospitals of 
Dallas (MHD) system, hi addi
tion to the two hospitals, MHD 
has four Methodist Family 
Health Centers and a 
Foimdatioiv The MHD health-
r>Hv ^vstem is-^affiliated by 
co\*enant with the North Texas 
Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. MHD has 
served North Texas since 1927 as 
a leader in providing compas
sionate healthcare. 

Employees interested in a 
good rught's sleep may contact 
Drs. Schwimmer and Pandit at 
214-941-7610 for more infonna-
tion. 

• Women age 50 or older 
should have a complete physi
cal every year, including a 
breast exam and mammogram. 

Breast Check-Ups 
• Free breast exams and 

mammograms are available to 
women age 50-64 who have no 
medical insurance, are not 

enrolled in Medicare Part B or 
on Medicaid and meet the fol
lowing income guidelines: 

I'amily Size 
1 Person 
2 People 
3 People 
4 pL'ijple 

5 People 
6 People 
7 People 
8 People 

Annual 
Max imum 
S!7,1H0 
523,220 
529,200 
535,300 
541,340 
547,380 
533,420 
559,460 

Monthly 
Max imum 
51,432 
Sl,93t) 
52,438 
52,9-12 
53,446 
53,948 
54.452 
54,956 

Weekly 
Max imum 
5330 
5446 
S562 
$678 
5796 
5912 
81,028 
$1,144 

Call 214-648-4949, leave your information message and you will be contacted regarding an appoinunent. 
OakWest Health Clinic 
4444 S. Hampton Rd. 

Dallas, Texas 75232 

U.T. Southwestern Medical Center 
Breast and Cervical Cancer Control Program 

Top Jury Verdicts 
Summary of Lawyers 

Weekly USA's annual list of the 
top jury verdicts. What's inter
esting about this year's list is 
large verdicts dropped off dra
matically after September 11th. 
Also, personal injury lawsuits 
iifcm to be coming back. 
Another interesting highlight is 
juries in Texas, Florida, New 
York and California each had 
two of the largest verdicts. 

Terrorist Attacks Limit 
L-arge Verdias in 2001 

. Phillip Morris $3.5 Billion 
Verdict Tops List; More Personal 
Injury Awards 

The September 11 terrorist 
attacks impacted courts 
throughout the countr>', signifi
cantly reducing the number of 
large verdicts awards in 2001, 
according to Lawyers Weekly 
USA. The legal newspaper's 
annual roundup of the top indi
vidual lawsuit jury awards found 
there was a substantial decline in 
large lawsuit awards after 
September 11. 

The year's top 10 verdicts -
which totaled 55.7 billion -
could have been significantly 
higher if not for the events of 
Sept. 11, according to this 
week's edition of Law>-ers Weekly 
USA. Just one of the 10 largest 
jury awards of the year was 
handed down after the 
September terrorist attacks. 

A record S3 billion verdict 
against cigarette maker Philip 
Morris was the largest jury 
award by far in 2001, according 
to the Lawyers Weekly USA's 
annua! survey oflawsuits filed by 
individual plaintiffs. The multi-
billion-doUar California verdict, 
which came in the case of can
cer-stricken smoker, was three 
times larger than the number 
two verdict this j^ar and more 

than all of the 10 largest awards 
of 2000 combined. 

In contrast, the largest jury 
award to a plaintiff in a contest
ed lawsuit in 2000 was a 5265 
million award in a medical mal
practice suit. 

"In a t\pical year, the last 
four months of the year yield 
three or four of the largest 
awards," noted anomey Paul J. 
Martinek, editor-in-chief of 
Lawyers W'eekly USA. T h e fact 
that there was only one top 10 
awards this vear in that time 

period suggests that a number of 
big-money trials were delayed 
until 2002." 

Juries in California, Texas, 
Florida, and New York each 
awarded two of the top verdicts. 
The past year also marked some
thing of the "return" of the big 
personal-injury verdict, 
Martinek noted. 

"In 2000, there were only 
three SlOO-milhon plus jury 
awards in 'conventional' person
al-injury suits," Martinek said. 
"This year, there were sLx per-
sonal-injur\' awards that topped 
$100 million." 

Lawyers W êekly USA's sur
vey only includes verdicts hand
ed down by juries in cases filed 
by individual plaintiffs. Class 
actions and business-against-
business litigation are not 
included. 

Lawyers Weekly USA's 
Top 10 Jury Awards of 2001: 

1. $3 billion - Boeken v. 

Philip Morris Inc. (California) 
Product hability action over 

cigarette smoking 
2. 51-06 billion - Grefer, et 

al. v. Alpha Technical, et al. 
(Louisiana) 

Em-ironmental contamina
tion suit 

Top 10 Lawsuits-2-
3. S480 million - Cassoult, 

et al. V. Cessna Aircraft Co. 
(Florida) 

Products liability lawsuit 
over crash of private plane 

4. 5312.8 million - Fuqua v. 
Horizon/CMS Healthcare Corp. 
(Texas) 

Wrongful death suit against 
nursing home 

5. 5256 million - Jenkins, et 
al. V. Ranger Construction Inc. 
(Florida) 

Wrongful death action over 
motor vehicle accident 

6. $116 million - X-IT 
Products LLC v. Walter Kidde 
Portable Equipment Inc. 
(Virginia) 

Suit over theft of intellectual 
property' 

7. Sl l4 .9miUion-McCord 
v. St. Mary's Hospital of 
Brooklyn, et al. (New York) 

Medical malpractice suit 
invoKing care of pregnant moth
ers. S108.2 million 
Brittingham v. Brittingham 
(Texas) 

Inheritance dispute 
9. 5107.8 million - Ballinas 

V. New York City Health and 
Hospitals Corp., et al. (New 
York) 

Medical malpractice suit 
over delivery of brain-damaged 
infant 

10. S94.5 million - Border 
Business Park, Inc. v. City of San 
Diego (California) 

Breach of real estate devel
opment agreement. 

Business is Down? 
Contact the MON-The Gazette 

advertising department 
To get those profits moving in the 

right direction!!! 

Call: 
972-606-7351 

Today! 
Hensel P h e ^ Construction Company, Dallas, Texas 

Telei^ione (214) 634-0090 Fax (214) 634-0120 

Is accepting conqietitive seakd proposals for the Elevator Jack-

Holes/Drilkd Pien/ 

F[Hindations& SuperstructuresAVaterproofing/Cranes & 

Hoistering portions of work for tfje following project: 

The Uniwrsity ofTexas at Dallas - School of Management 

Richardson, Texas 

Bid Date: February 8,2002 at 1:00 pum. 

Hcnael Phelps Construction Company is actively seeking buds 

frrnn certified 

HUB/MBEAVBE Subcontractors for the above-mentioned 

project. Proposal documents 

Win be availaUe at die Hensel Widps Job Offices located at 

7929 Bnrakriwr Driw, Suite #160, Dallas, Texas, at 1:00 p jn . 

on F^nuary 25,2002 

OptionEaargf ^ U 

Energy Deregulation in Texas 
CALL TODAY 

learn about reducing your utility bill. 

Edward TEX" Harris 
Sales Rep. & Agent opportunities available. 
Call Edward "TEX" Harris and get signed up 

today and save mone^ on your utility bill 
(972) 205-1008 E-mail- bfgtexharris@aol.com 

Web Site: www.newpower.com 

{Vtt <aa • !» • 

DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANT AVAILABLE UP 
TO $16 K 

KEEP YOUR AMERICAN DREAM ALIVE 

GET YOUR PIECE OE THE ROCK 

Ut TIME HOME BUYER PROGRAM 

GET QUALIFIED TODAY... 
FUNDS WONT LAST LONG 

b«T«n with credit dullcngiM. to don't 1*1 thjl slop yuu from owiUnR 
your UMD hoBicI 

Call 
COFFEY CAESAR 
REALTOR, CIPS 

Office 469.726.0305 
Cell 972.768.7521 

OutMurb«t i« l I temMfmUj ttrlU> S«ll.n J1H>. C * I I la MhcUul* your lUllnK 
ippofntwml Mi l nK*iv« j ti«r initkrt JNlyaii 

/ / We close to please / / 
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Ethnic Notes - < * On The Move 
Ben Thomas relives the early 

days of Piano 
The Love Clinic -

The House that Love Built 
Ben Thomas' contribu

tions have earned him the unof
ficial title of mayor and a 9,300-
sq. ft. gymnasium named in his 
honor. Bom and raised in Piano, 
the 78-year-old has a unique 
perspective of the city. 

Thomas has always 
thought Piano to be a tremen
dous dt>'. After finishing Piano 
Colored School, he left for work 
with a d\Tlian post VC^^ pro
gram. He returned to Piano and 
was commissioned to write a 
historical over\iew of the dty in 
1987. In the book, "Plano-The 
Early Years" he writes of Andy 
Drake, an ox driver who came to 
Piano in 1860, hauling logs fixim 
Louisiana. He found few 
African-Americans in the area at 
that time. As WVĈ  began more 
blacks from East Texas and 
Louisiana journeyed to Piano's 
rich farming community, one of 
Texas' best-kept secrets. 

The Douglass 
Community, scattered houses 
along 13th and 14th streets, 
grew out of the old communit\' 
of Piano. During X̂'̂ X̂  whites 
began moving into the newer 
neighborhoods and blacks 
began moving fix)m the small 
settlement of Kendrick's 
(between 16th and A\'enue K) to 
this area. Piano grew at a slow, 
steady pace until the turbulent 
1960s. "On Blue Monday, after 
the Supreme Coun said segre
gation was illegal, five (black) 
kids decided to integrate the 
Dairy Queen," Thomas says. 
With problems looming, the call 
was made to communit>' leaders 
to plan measures for integration. 
Thomas was one of the charter 
members of the Citizens 
Committee, which later evolved 
into the Piano Human Relations 
Commission. The committee 
was charged with planning how 
to integrate Piano Schools. 
"Desegregating the city was 
prett\' easy and we didn't have 

J many proljlemsbeciiiise 'Plane/ 
people were good," recalls 
Thomas. 

His father, namesake of 
the J.L. Thomas Elementary 
School, and many other progres
sive Piano commimity leaders 
foiged Thomas' guiding princi-

Froni U-/i: Macy't; Ben Tkontas 

and wife Franc«* 

The St. 
Mark 

Men's Day 
Program 
The St. Mark 

Missionary Baptist Church, 
1301 Wilcox, McKinney, 
TX, Annual Men's Day 
Program will be held on 
Sunday, January 20th at 
3:30 p.m. The guest speaker 
will be Dorris Wilson, Pastor 

of Sweet Home Baptist 
Church in Garland, Texas. 
The program is free and 
openio the public. Visit the 

website at www.saintmark-

bc.com or call the church 

office at 972-542-6178 for 

additional information. 

Ben Thomas ples early in life. 
Thomas says the 

Douglass neighborhood was a 
\'iable place to live and work 
during the 1940s, 50s, and 60s. 
XiChile blacks worked as maids, 
share croppers, farm hands, 
preachers, and teachers, there 
were also new business entrepre
neurs. "My dad had a janitorial 
business, which was among 
many others in the black com-
munit>'. Mr. Cahin Pinkston 
had veterinarian training so that 
people fix>m all over brought 
their animals to him, there were 
carpenters, Mr. John Wallace 
made charcoal and sold it and 
Miss Sammie Lee Callin Crump 
had the first kindergarten in 
Piano-black or white!" recalls 
Thomas. It was a community 

fiiU of people striving to over
come and be successfiil. 

As Thomas brings his 
stroll down memory lane to a 
close, he notices the difference 
in the artimde of the people of 
Piano today and yesterday. "The 
attimde of people reflect that we 
still have to overcome. We have a 
different people now than back 
in the Jim Crow days. We are 
colder and meaner in spirit," 
says Thomas. However, he still 
feels that there is hope and the 
"whole nation needs to take a 
good look at itself just like 
Piano." Thomas said he would 
like to see the black community 
take responsibility for whatever 
progress Piano will make in the 
future and not wait for someone 
else to do it. 

Scholarly, graceful, trail-
blazer and inspiring are just a 
few words that linger in the 
ambiance of the well accom
plished, Dr. Sheron C. 
Patterson. Welcomed into the 
open arms of St. Paul United 
Methodist Church, Dr. 
Patterson, the first African-
American woman to be 
ordained in the North Texas 
region of the United 
Methodist Church, has made 
this historic site her new pas-
toring home. 

Not only can Dr. 
Patterson be seen at St. Paul 
touching the lives of those in 
her congregation, but also she 
can be heard on KRNB 105.7 
FM co-hosting gospel 
music/relationship radio pro
grams on Sunday mornings. 
On a weekly basis, she shares 
her relationship expertise with 
twenty-five cities on "Love 
Doctor" broadcast on the syn
dicated ABC radio format 
REJOICE and her column in 
The Dallas Examiner. She 
has also been featured on 
Black Entertainment 
Television (BET), in JET 
magazine and is the author of 
five books. 

All the feats of this 

Christian relationship special
ist have earned her a place of 
honor in the national Women's 
Museum located in Dallas, 
Texas. 

Through toiling as a 
United Methodist pastor, Dr. 

Patterson noticed the increas
ing levels of social problems 
resulting from destructive 
relationships between men 
and women; married couples 
and singles, children and even 
grandparents thus creating the 
Love CHnic in 1995. 
Designed to heal hearts and 
homes, the series combines 
gospel music, Christian the
ater and Christian comedy to 

give attendants a faith-based 
remedy to social problems. 
"For too long the church has 
been a place of shame or a 
place where you were too 
embarrassed to admit you had 
problems. Jesus Christ was 
about pulling back the walls of 
deception and telling it like it 
really is and that's what we do. 
We have successfiilly helped 
people to understand that 
before you can fix it, you have 
to face it," says Dr. Patterson. 

Now in its sixth successful 
year, Patterson's Love Clinic 
has gained a lot of support 
including State Farm 
Insurance's. "They saw how 
influential the Love Clinic was 
in penetrating the African-
American community (and 
decided) they wanted to join 
in and help me do even more," 
says Patterson. Thanks to 
State Farm's support, the 
Love Clinic is now able to do 
seven clinics at seven church
es, three summer camps and a 
closing end of the year ban
quet in January. Most impor
tantly, the Love Clinic is rais
ing funds at each church to 
build a habitat for humanity 
house that will be called the 
House that Love Built. 

When you need to borrow money to start a new business or heip your business 
grow, think of Comerica. Because when it comes to business loans, our Loan 
Speciahsis know how to get the deal done, They can reduce the loan process to a 
few easy steps - so you'll get a much faster response, and we're an SBA Preferred 
Lender as well. Comerica is also a leader in providing other business banking 
services to heip your business succeed. From Business Checking Accounts that suit 
your needs, to low rate commercial mortgages, traditional loans and lines of credit, 
and more. All of which make Comerica the bank your business can start with. gr«w 
with and stay with. To put Comerica to work for you, visit a nearby Comerica branch 
office, or call us today. 

214-S89-1361 
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Looking in the mirror through the eyes of 

John A. Caxlton 
By Brandy Jones 

He's been all over the worid, 
seen many people and places, and 
is still alive at 94 to tell the tales of a 
mature art direaor's experiences. 
His sketches have illustrated events 
and faces of the 20th century and 
on television stations around the 
gjobe. He's brou^t to life events 
such as the 1932 kidnapping of the 
20-month-old son of famed 
American aviator Charles 
Lindberg and the historic astronaut 
John Glenn when he became the 
first American to oibit the earth in 
1962. John A. Cariton, former art 
director for The Associated Press, 
the worid's largest news gathering 
organization, still possesses 
absolute artistic skills of a lifetime. 

A native of Stamps, Arkansas, 
Cariton says he has a lw^ kjved to 
draw and paint. "I won my first art 
prize in higji school," he said. "It 
was a picture of Arkansas." 

Since then, Carlton's skills 
have flourished. From memory 
after meeting historic figures or 
fiT3m photographs, Cariton recalls 
sketching prominent figures such 
as Worid War II Gen. George 
Panon, Cuban communist leader 
Fidel Castro, and President John F. 
Kennedy. "When a picture wasn't 
available to go with a story, I had to 
make an illustration," Carlton said. 
"You couldn't always have people 
pose for a portrait, so you often had 
to draw from what you'd seen or 

fiom a photograph." 
After graduating fixjm Florida 

Southern College in 1930, he got a 
job making previews or "trailers" 
for programs at Radio City Music 
Hall in NewYori; City, vMdi was 
apparently what got the attention 
of AP. "I started with AP in 1932 
and worked for the organization for 
38 years," Caritm said. "My illus
trations have been published 
throu^ 92 AP bureaus woridwide. 
Dlustraiions were transmitted by 
telephone line at a rate of an inch 
per minute." 

Many of Cariton's sketches 
were done in pencil or charcoal. 
However, most arc monochromat
ic, but some are in color like the 
ones of Chinese political and mili
tary leaders and American astro
nauts. 

Besides portraits, he's sketched 
Buckingham Palace in great detail, 
Augusta National golf course and 
complicated illustrations of space 
projects. He says it "takes a lot of 
brain power" to visualize concepts 
such as NASA space programs. 

Carlton said he got to know 
Mamie Eisenhower, wife of 
President Eisenhower, "pretty well" 
during the span of his career and 
even presented the couple with a 
sketch he fashioned for diem. He's 
also fiiends with golf legend Jack 
Nicklaus and attended a birthday 
party for President Richard Nixon. 
Several of his works are displayed at 
die Newseum in Ariington, Va., a 

museum dedicated to news media. 
One of his most prized posses

sions is a print immortalizing the 
Worid War H batde of Iwo Jima. 
The photograph depicts half a 
dozen marines raising die United 
States flag on a hill on the Pacific 
island. "When I saw Joe 
Rosendial's picture, I told him it 
was a good photograph, and I'd like 
to have a copy," Cariton said. 

In more recent days, instead of 
sketching worid leaders or historic 
events, Cariton spends his da\^ in a 
rustic house in die country near 
Hodges. "Woridng at my drawing 
table helps me pass die time," 
Cariton said. 

MeanwMe, Cariton decorated 
the nursery at Hodges United 
Methodist Church with watercolor 
paintings of animals and has done 
other works depicting New-
England landscaped and churches. 
He also does other things to keep 
himself busy. "I make birthday arui 
Christmas cards for fliends, and I 
like to do them ahead of time 
because I often send out 50 at a 
time," he said. He ev^n decorates 
the outside of the envelopes. 

Cariton has lived a long, suc-
cessftil life and he attributes his 
longevity and artistic talent to years 
of travel and "drinking lots of 
water." 

Cariton is a widower with two 
sons and a dau^ler and IK-es with 
one of his sons, Ken and daughter-
in-law Donna. 

Comerica 
Jump from Page 1 

A project that is cur
rently in the working stages 
through Comerica Bank-
Texas is the City of Dallas' 
Neighborhood Business 
Corridor Program. This 
project which is spearheaded 
by Councilman Leo 
Chaney, will attempt to 
attract new business and 
housing to the South 
Dattas/Fair Park area* 
Cor Bank-Texas will 
do lie ^.'^ii by providing 
small business loans 
(510,000 to 8100,000) to 
small businesses wishing to 

relocate or improve existing 
businesses. 

You may be thinking, 
who keeps track of the things 
that banks are doing for the 
betterment of its commimi-
ty. Well, you guessed it, the 
government. The CRA 
requires that each insured 
depository institution's 
record in helping meet the 
credit needs of its entire 
c o m n i u m t ^ ^ c evaluated 

taken into account jn con
sidering an institution's 
applicarion for deposit facili
ties, including merges and 
acquisitions, CRA evalua

tions are conducted by the 
federal agencies that are 
responsible for supervising 
depository institutions that 
include the Board of 
Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System, the Federal 
Deposit Insurance 
Corporation, the Office of 
the Comptroller of the 
Currency, and the office of 
Thrift Supervision. 

Comerica Bank-
Texas says that they have 
received an overwhelmingly 
positive response to their 
statewide CRA efforts from 
the communities in which 
they serve. 

Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Parade and March 

NAACP-Garland Branch 
will host its 13th annual 
Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Parade 
and March on 
Saturday, January 
19th, beginning at 
10 a.m. with the 
theme "Honoring 
the Rainbow 
Dream." The 
parade starts at 
Beverly Dr. and 
Dairy Rd. A com
memorative pro
gram will be held at 
the Garland 
Performance Activity Center 
(PAC), Fifth (oiAustin 
Streets, downtown Garland, 

immediately following the 
parade. The MLK 

Community Choir, 
Shorehaven Elementary 
School Choir and Ida 

Handley Elementary School 
Choir will perform. Wirmers 

of the MLK float 
contest will be 
armounced and local 
automobile dealer
ships will be honored 
for their loyal and 
continuous sponsor
ship of MLK day. A 
special Drill Team 
Competirion will be 
held on Sunday, 
January 20th, at 
PAC, beginning at 4 
p.m. For more infor
mation, please con

tact Gwen Daniels, Parade 
Coordinator, at 972-381-
5044. 

Preferred for 
good reason. 

I f yoa H * a bigB«-fnturt for jraur 
bua ino^ you hav* food ra»Mm to 
onint on CampaM. Aa a Prefcrrad 
SBA liBoidar io I^OUM, Compaai can 

ctxpadtte yoar SBA appUcBiien to 
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committee's efforts. 
* Rep. Brian McCall (R-

Dist. 66), who was a joint 
author on a resolution that 
that would have closed the 
House of Representatives in 
observance of Martin 
Luther King Day, explained 
the renaming was a city 
affair, "cities all over this 
nation have done it." 

"Unfortunately, it did 
not pass," McCall said of 
the House closure legisla
tion. "We're going to try 
again this session. He was 
truly an American hero." 

McCall was elected in a 
special election in July 
1991, and reelected in 
1992, 1994, 1996, and 
1998. Rep. McCall current
ly serves as vice-chair of 
The Ways and Means 
Committee and is a mem
ber of the Calendars and 
State Affairs Committees. 

Early voting has begun 
for the March 12 Primary 
Election and according to 
the Collin County Elections 
Department, Piano busi
nessman Fred Moses has 
entered the District 66 
race. Moses was instrumen
tal in the debate, support
ing the renaming as well as 
a member of the MLK 
Street Renaming 
Committee. 

According to Dismuke, 
the Piano City Council had 
received 80-100 anti-
renaming e-mails and none 
in support of the renaming. 

"But that's a lie," 
Dismuke said. "The resolu
tion was a slap in the face. 
It makes you question 'what 
does a public meeting 
mean?'" People are waiting 
and determined to change 
that resolution." 

Dismuke pointed to city 
council members who had 
been posturing during the 
hearing process and called 
their actions a "political 
ploy," explaining, "We're 
trying to get a coalition 
going for the next election." 

And. referring to future 
City of Piano-sponsored 
Martin Luther King cele
brations, he asked: "Why 
should I participate in 
MLK celebration with city 
officials who smile in your 
face but cannot allocate a 
street to honor the man 
they're celebrating." 

Green told The Gazette, 
that back in 1993 the Rev. 
Peter Ayvazian began the 
statue effort in response to 
the Rodney King incident. 

"He (Ayvazian) wanted 
to engage this community 
in an anti-racism effort," 
Green said. "Many consid
ered Sojourner Truth one of 
the greatest African-
Americans of the century." 
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"She was verv religious 
and had begun functioning 
as an itinerant preacher and 
she found a lot of support 
for her views in Florence," 
Green explained. "She pub
lished a narrative and pur
chased a home here." 

On April 1, 2001, 
Thomas Jay Warren from 
Colorado was selected to 
create the statue of 
Sojourner Truth, Green 
added. The statue depicts 
the educational needs of 
Florence, showing Truth as 
a mature woman, easily rec
ognizable to schoolchildren 
in her role as an orator and 
champion of justice, free
dom, and equal rights." 

Warren, who was born 
in Mississippi in 1958, 
studied sculpture as a pres
idential scholar at 
Mississippi College. The 
selection process for a 
sculptor also drew fire 
because Warren was select
ed from a group that 
included five women. 

The Northampton 
Board of Public Works in 
Florence approved the 
small triangular park at the 
intersection of Pine and 
Park Streets in Florence as 
the site for the memorial. 
The board gave its approval 
at a meeting on Jan. 26, 
2001, two weeks after a 
public hearing at which 
most of the 25 people pres
ent voiced support for the 
statue. 

Under her given name, 
Isabella Baumfree, Truth 
was sold several times and 
suffered many hardships 
under slavery. However, 
according to biographical 
records, her mother 
endowed her with a pro
found Christian faith that 
carried her through the tri
als she endured her entire 
life. 

Forced to submit to the 
will of her third master, 
John Dumont, Isabella mar
ried an older slave named 
Thomas. Thomas and 
Isabella had five children. 
She stayed on the Dumont 
farm until a few months 
before the State of New 
York ended slavery in 1828, 
according to biographical 
records. 

Dumont had promised 
Isabella freedom a year 
before the state emancipa
tion but he reneged on his 
promise and Isabella ran 
away with her infant son. 

Eventually, Isabella set
tled in New York City, 
working as a domestic for 
several religious com
munes, including one, 
known as the "Kingdom of 
Matthias," that became 
involved in a scandal of 
adultery and murder. 

In 1843, Isabella was 
inspired by a spiritual reve

lation that changed her life. 
She changed her name to 
Sojourner Truth and began 
taking long walks through 
Long Island and 
Connecticut, preaching, 
"God's truth and plan for 
salvation," as noted in biog
raphical records 

She would sometimes 
repeat, 'Our Father in heav
en,' in her Low Dutch, as 
taught her by her mother; 
after that, all was from the 
suggestions of her own rude 
mind. She related to God, 
in minute detail, all her 
troubles and sufferings, 
inquiring, as she proceed
ed, 'Do you think that's 
right, God?' and closed by 
begging to be delivered 
from the evil, whatever it 
might be. 

After months of travel, 
she arrived in 
Northampton, Mass., and 
joined the Northampton 
Association for Education 
and Industry. Truth eventu
ally added abolitionism and 
women's suffrage to her 
oratory, often giving per
sonal testimony about her 
experiences as a slave. In 
1851, Truth spoke at a 
women's convention in 
Akron, Ohio, where after 
the speech, the legendary 
phrase, and "Ain't I a 
Woman?" was associated 
with her. 

Records show her deter
mination to help her people 
was fearless and confident. 
Truth never withdrew when 
she was being overlooked 
during her speeches. She 
would always discover some 
way to get attention from 
the audience. Truth took 
many risks to achieve her 
goal of releasing the blacks. 

Although some people 
said she would never 
accomplish her goal of free
ing her people, she did. 
Many lives including the 
Northerners', Southerners', 
and blacks', and whites', 
were changed because of 
her influence. Her daring 
personality, strong will, and 
bravery helped her make a 
great and lasting difference 
in the United States. 

According to biographi
cal records. Truth worked 
tirelessly to aid the newly 
freed southern slaves when 
the Civil War ended. She 
even attempted to petition 
Congress to give the ex-
slaves land in the "New 
West." Truth continued 
preaching and lecturing 
until ill health forced her to 
retire. She died in 
November 1883 in Battle 
Creek, Mich. 

Green explained that 
Truth moved from Florence 
to Battle Creek where a 
memorial statue has suc
cessfully been erected. 
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The WordBand featuring award 
winning poet, Kalamu ya 

Salaam Performs 
New Orleans spoken word 

performance band, WordBand 
will present a stirring evening 
of original poetr>' and music 
January 19th at 8 p.m. T h e 
ensemble features New-
Orleans award winning poet 
Kalamu ya Salaam, his collab
orator and fellow poet Kyesha 
Brown, vocalist Ginger Tanner 
and guitarist, Carl LeBlanc. 

Salaam, who has served as the 
Executive Director of the New 
Orleans Jazz & Heritage 
Festival, incorporates music 
into all his performances, 
believing wholeheartedly in 
the inter-relatedness of black 
dialogue and song/music. He 
is a published author of over 
seven books of poetry and sev
eral produced plays. He most 

recently produced a C D of his 
poetry, My Story, My Song 
and is currently serving as the 
poetry editor for QBR: The 
Black Book Review. T h e fee 
for this event is S5 and will be 
at South Dallas Cultural 
Center, 3400 S. Fitzhugh Ave. 
in Dallas. For more informa
tion, call 214-939-2787. 

"Passin' It On" 
Black Cinematheque Dallas will screen the film 

"Passin' it on" by John Valdez on Friday, January 18th 

at 8 p.m. at the South Dallas Cultural Center, 3400 S. 

Fitzhugh Street in Dallas. "Passin' It On" is the true 

story of Dhoruba Bin Wahad (formerly known as 

Richard Moore) , a Black Panther and revolutionary 

activist who served 19 years for the 1970 shooting of 

two New York City police officers. T h e film describes 

the indictment, the trial, the evidence the FBI sup

pressed and eventual acquittal of the codefendants in 

the "Panther 2 1 . " Admission is $5.00 and tickets can 

be purchased at the door. For more information, call 

214-426-1683. 
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Dallas Mavericks Concert Series 
The Dallas Mavericks 2001-02 Concert Series con

tinues Monday, January 21st, when The Gap Band 
takes the stage after the Mavs host the New Jersey Nets 
at American Airlines Center.Tipoff is 2:00 p.m. C T and 
the concert will begin immediately following the game. 

"Hosting a postgame concert is great way to help 
celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day," said Matt 
Fitzgerald, senior \-ice president of marketing/commu
nications for the club. "And the Gap Band, with their well-kno^Ti funk tunes, will have every
one on their feet dancing." 

One of the most influential groups in the history of R&B, Charlie and his brothers Robert 
and Ronnie Wilson made themselves famous with their non-stop humorous funk grooves. The 
sons of a Pentecostal minister, the Wilson brothers started performing in 1967 when they 
formed a group along with Tuck Andress of Tuck and Patti Fame. The Gap Band, named after 
the black business hub of their native Tulsa, Oklahoma, became the band of choice for visiting 
musicians. 

All January 21 st game tickets are good for concert admission. Tickets can be purchased by 
calling 214-747-MAVS, online at www.dallasmavericks.com, at the American Airlines Center 
Box Office andTicketmaster outlets. 

Aurora: Recent works by Beth 

African-American Play 
Festival at the South Dallas 

Cultural Center 
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Dallas artist, Beth Rilter-
Perry will exhibit her latest tap
estries, drawings and paintings 
in a show that continues her 
investigation into the spiritual 
self. Using traditional African 
symbolism juxtaposed with her 

Ritter-Perry 
personal symbolism, Ritter-
Perry presents a body of work 
representing a perfect blend of 
the past with the present. The 
exhibirion opens January 18th 
at South Dallas Cultural 
Center, 3400 S. Fitzhugh Ave. 

in Dallas, at 6 p.m. It is free and 
open to the public. You can also 
meet the artist January 19th at 2 
p.m. TTie exhibition will run 
January 18th through March 
9th. For more information, call 
214-939-2787. 

Workshop 
Wednesday, January 16th, 

from 6-8 p.m. the South Dallas 
Cultural Center will begin a 
series of workshops catered to 
local artists in the DFW area. 

The first topic will be 
"Understanding Recording 
Contraas." Find out that needs 
one and what to look for before 
you sign. A showcase in which 
each artist will receive a critique 
and consultation session on per

formance and presentation fol
lows the workshop. The fee is 
S20 a month or 875 for four 
months. For more information, 
call 214-939-2787. The topic 
for February 13th will be 
"Publishing Deals." 

The renaissance is here. 
Urban hip-hop has infiltrated 
Dallas Theater with a new 
wave of artists. Like the jazz 
invasion of the music industry, 
this cultural explosion is caus
ing excitement in the theater 
community and it is here to 
stay. Blacken Blues Theater's 
First Annual African-
American Play Festival is a 
showcase of fresh new talent. 

The play festival is a 
forum for upcoming play
wrights and performance 
artists. Come and enjoy the 
celebration of African-
Arncrican l^f 'witb ' ' 'excit ing 
taleii of joy a'nd tragedy. Watch 
stars being born and classics 
being made on the stage of the 
South Dallas Cultural Center. 

An array of well known 
African of well known African-
American directors will direct 
works by first time playwrights 
along with shorts written by 
Willie Holmes, Che Hill, 
Robert Helm, and David 
Jones Butler. Celebrate 
African-American History 
month by supporting African-
American theater. We invite all 
races and ethnicities to 
become part of this 
Renaissance explosion. The 
Dallas Renaissance is Blacken 
Blues Theater. 

T h e African-American 
Play festival will be held at the 
South Dallas Cultural Center, 
Dallas (across from Fair Park) 
on January 25-26, February 1-
2 and 8-9, 2002. For more 

information, contact Willie 
Holmes at 972-788-9280, 
e m a i l 
infonow^jBlackenblues.com, 
or visit the website at 
www.Blackenblues.com. 
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Annual 
Fashion 

Show Benefit 
VCbmcn of Collin County and the 

north area mciroplex will get an oppor
tunity' to celebrate Mardi Gras in grand 
st\'le at the "Exclusively Feminine" 
luncheon and fashion show, scheduled 
for Saturday, February 9th from 11:30 
a m to 1:30 p.m. at the Doubletree 
Legacy Hotel in Piano. The 17ih annu
al women-only fund-raiser benefits the 
Volunteer Center of Colhn County, 
which promotes local volunteensm to 
support area nonprofit organuanons. 
Participantb will get a jump on Mardi 
Gras festivities by attendmg the 
"Exclusively Feminine" event, which 
will be held before FatTuesd^. Guests 
will literally experience the fiavor of 
New Orleans from the food to decora
tions to musical cniertammcnt. 

Proceeds from the "Exclusively 
Feminine" event help fund many of the 
center's ongoing outreach and commu-
nUy service programs mcludmg: 
r IV Service Restituiioni 
V .'"T*!" of theYear Awanis Luncheon; and Criminal Backgrv)und Checks for volunteers, among many others. 

r muaie tables of 10 ranges from $750 to $3,000, which include a variety of sponwrship beijefits. Individua 
ui.c nf 10 are available at $550 each. For more information about "Exclusively Feminine," please call the 

S c o : : : r v : « 9 7 2 - 4 2 M 0 5 0 o r v . s , . 

Exclusively Feminine committee member* gear up for the Mardi Gras-themed 
event on Saturday, February 9, 2002. From left to right (bottom row) Mariann Duff, 
Sue Whitehurst, Debbie Price, Sally Magnuson, Lorraine Mattis 
From left to right (standing) PattI Alcorn, Traci Duff, Annabelle McLemore, Cathy 
Naftel, Gale Duff-Bloom (Event chairman), Phyllis Schuler, Caria Meadows Not 
shown: Glna buser, Chris Henry, Cissy Oldner, Robin Schuelleln, Robin Caldwell 

Individual tickets are $60 and 
Volunteer Center of 

Explorer 
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T h e a l l -new i n t e r i o r a n d e x t e r i o r s ty l ing 
inc ludes al l -new h e a d l a m p s a n d grille a n d a l l -new 
16- inch wheel l i n e - u p . T h e i n t e r i o r offers a n 
e rgonomic cockpit witih an e n h a n c e d i n s t r u m e n t 
pane l , new seats a n d t r i m , p lus p len ty of s to rage 
space . 

A b r a n d new i n d e p e n d e n t r e a r suspens ion (IRS) 
adjusts to r o a d condi t ions a n d improves d r ive r c o n -
irol even over uneven t e r r a i n . T h e new IRS also 
allows the opt ional t h i rd - row scat lo fold flat in to t h e 
Ih tor . 

With the opt ional V8 eng ine , you 've got p lenty of 
power available at your c o m m a n d . Op t iona l a l l -new, 
a l u m i n u m 4.6L Triton^ " V 8 del ivers 239 h o r s e p o w e r 
at 4750 r p m a n d 282 Ibs.-ft. of t o rque at 4000 r p m . 

T h e aU-new Exp lo re r 2002 is r o o m i e r t h a n ever. 
Wi th op t iona l 7 -passenger sea t ing a n d t h e m o s t 
t h i rd - row h e a d a n d l egroom in i ts c lass , you c a n 
li>ad u p the gang wi thout squeez ing t h e m in . 
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- * Around The Town 
^ 1 r Ongoing 

The Women's Museum: An 
Institute for the Future 
announces its winter blockbuster 
exhibit Alma Thomas: 
Phantasmagoria, Major 
Paintings. The works of the leg
endary abstract artist, will be on 
display until March 2002. The 
catalog, Alma Thomas: 
Phantasmagoria, major 
Paintings of the 1970's will be 
available in the museum store. 
For more information, call 214-
915-0861 or visit www.thewom-
ensmuseum.org. 

The Women's Museum will 
provide free computer training 
in the Ronya Kozmetsky 
Institute For the Future, the 
museum's 20-workstation com
puter lab. The classes will pro
vide free job-training skills for 
adult women who are unem
ployed and for those already 
employed but wishing to move 
up to more professional levels. 
Classes will be held on Tuesday 
evenings and Sunday afternoons 
and students can attend one or 
any number of classes. For more 
information, contact Wendlyn 
Alter, Institute Director at 214-
915-0868 or techdirector@the-
womensmuseum.org. 

The City of Piano Parks and 
Recreation Department has con
tracted with Planet Kidz, a youth 
entertainment program, to pro
vide activities at Carpenter Park 
(6701 Coit Rd.) and Oak Point 
Recreation Center (6000 Jupiter 
Rd.) for youth grades 3 through 
8. Planet Kidz happens on 
Saturday nights from 7-11:30 
p.m. offering fun and excitement 
in a safe and secure environ

ment. Admission is only 88 per 
person. A Piano police officer 
will be on duty at each location 
for the safety of the youth. For 
more information, call the 
Carpenter Park Recreation 
Center at 972-208-8087 or the 
Oak Point Center at 972-941-
7540. 

The Essence Awards will 
salute excellence in entertain
ment and the arts in the town 
that has built hallmark careers: 
Hollywood. The 15th Annual 
Awards will take place on May 
31st at the Universal 
Amphitheater in Los Angeles. 
Starting this month, viewers can 
also look forward to an exciting 
interactive component for the 
Awards. By casting their votes 
via essence.com or postcard, 
readers will select who receives 
the award for "Entertainer of the 
Year" as part of the Essence 
Awards Reader's Poll. Once a 
vote is cast, the reader will auto
matically be entered to win a trip 
for two to Hollywood and join 
the ESSENCE family at The 
2002 Essence Awards. More 
information is available at 
essence.com or the January 2002 
issue of ESSENCE. 

The International Library of 
Poetry has announced that 
858,000 in prizes will be award
ed this year in the International 
Open Poetry Contest. Poets, 
preferably beginners, are wel
come to try to win their share of 
over 250 prizes. The deadline for 
the contest is February 28, 2002. 
The contest is open to everyone 
and entry is FREE. To enter, 
send one original poem, any 
subject and any style to: The 

International Library of Poetry, 
Suite 19913, 1 Poetry Plaza, 
Owing Mills, MD 21117. The 
poem should be 20 lines or less, 
and the poet's name and address 
should appear on the top of the 
page. Entries must be post
marked or sent via the Internet 
by February 28, 2002. Enter 
online at www. poetry, com. 

fanuary 10 
The Dallas Mavericks will 

be playing the New York Knicks 
at the American Airlines Center 
at 8 p.m. For more information, 
call 214-665-4200. 

Young Audiences and Pizza 
Hut presents "Greece Alive" for 
children in grades K-3rd. TTiis 
event will be held at Haggard 
Library in Piano at 4:30 p.m. 
For more information, call 972-
964-4200. 

fanuary 11 

The Women's Council of 
Dallas County, Church Women 
United in Dallas, and the 
League of Women's Voters will 
present a community education 
program, "Hostile Hallways: 
peer Abuse Among the Young" 
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at King 
of Glory Lutheran Church 
Fellowship Hall, 6411 LBJ 
Freeway in Dallas. For more 
information, contact Fran 
McElvaney at 972-233-6146. 

fanuary 11-13 

The Piano Metropolitan 
Ballet (PMB) will bring to life 
"Alice In Wonderland" on the 
stage at the Piano East High 

School on January 11th and 
12th. Tickets for "Alice In 
Wonderland" are S9.00 and can 
be purchased from Gotta Dance 
at 121 Spring Creek Pkwy in 
Piano or by calling 972-517-
5799. Performance times are 
Friday, January 11th at 7 p.m., 
and Saturday, January 12th at 4 
p.m. and 7 p.m. Group rates are 
available. 

fanuary 12 

The Dallas Maverictcs will 
be playing the Pacers at the 
American Airlines Center at 
7:30 p.m. For more information, 
please call 214-665-4200. 

The Harrington Library in 
Piano is having a beginniners 
internet class at 9 a.m. 
Registration is required, but the 
class is free. For more informa
tion, call 972-964-4200. 

fanuary 14 

The Dallas Network of Career 
Women will host their monthly 
luncheon January 14th at City 
Club on the 69th floor of the 
Bank of America building in 

Dallas. The speaker for the hour 
will be Pegg\' Collins. You must 
make reservations on or before 

noon on Januar>- 11 th by calling 
214-855-1509. For more infor
mation, log on to www.dallasca-

reerwomen.org. 

The World Wrestling Federation 
(WWF) will be at the American 
Airlines Center in Raw is War at 

6:30 p.m. For more informa
tion, caU 214-665-4200. 

fanuary 15 

Quad C Theatre at Collin 
County Commimity College is 
seeking five male actors and two 
female actors for its production 
of Side Man. The open call audi
tion will be held from 7-10 p.m. 
January 15th at John Anthony 
Theatre on Jupiter Rd., which is 
located between Spring Creek 
Pkwy and Parker Rd. in Piano. 
Please prepare a one-minute 
monologue from any contempo
rary drama in the style of the 
play. For more information, con
tact Brad Baker at 972-881-
5679 or email him at 
bbaker(a^cccd. edu. 

Small Talk, a group discus
sion, will be held at Parr Library 
in Piano at 10 a.m. For more 
information, call 972-964-4200. 

Senior Center Book Talk 
will be held at Piano Senior 
Center at 1 p.m. For more infor
mation, call 972-964-4200. 

The Harrington Library in 
Piano is having a Circle of 
Success Homework Center from 
5-6:30 p.m. For more informa
tion, call 972-964-4200. 

All 6th graders and up are 
welcomed to participate in Teen 
Critics Comer at Schimelpfenig 
Librar>- in Piano at 7 p.m. For 
more information, call 972-964-
4200. 

January 16 

The Dallas Stars are playing the 
Redwings at the American 

Airlines Center at 7:00 p.m. For 
more information, please call 

214-665-4200. 

The Women's Division will 
meet January 16 for lunch at 

Gleneagles Country Club. 
Networking begins at 11:30 
a.m. If you are interested in 

meeting other dynamic women 
and men doing business in and 

around Piano, come to the 
luncheon. Women, men, Piano 
Chamber of Commerce mem
bers, guests and non-member 

visitors are welcome. 
Reservations arc required. 

Payment is expected in full at 
the luncheon. Call the Chamber 
at 972-424-7547 to reserve your 
spot and for more information. 

Circle of Success Homework 
Center will be held at 

Harrington Library from 5-6:30 
p.m. For more information, call 

972-964-4200. 

fanuary 17 

The Women's Museum in 
Dallas will present a four-day 
festival celebrating and show

casing the early role of women 
in cinema called Silent Sisters: 
A Salute to Women In Silent 

Film. This evening will include 
a screening of the documentary, 

"Louise Brooks: Looking for 
Lula", the film "Pandora's Box", 

performance by the SMU 
Meadows Theater Orchestra, 
and a book signing by Barry 

Paris, author of Louise Brooks: 
A Biography. For ticket infor
mation, call 214-915-0890. 

tU m 
Cofunuinity Calendar Sponsored by Sonthivestern Bell Iblephone 

Your friendly neighborhood 
global communications company.̂ *̂  

Southwestern Bell 
CITY O F 

PLANO, TEXAS 

Piano 

mw 
POLICE HOTLINE 

(972)941-7299 
FIRE HOTLINE 

(972)941-7402 

2« HOUR 
CAREER INFORMATION HOTLINE 

{972)041-7119 
Horn* Paga: www.pWno.U.org 

FAX (972) 941-7239 

AA / EOE /ADA 

STOPi 

Look No Further! 

Hobby Lobby 
store Management 

Opportunities 
Hobby Lobby is a leader 
in the Arts & Crafts 
industry with over 260 
stores located in 24 
states. 
Candidates must have 
previous retail store 
management experi
ence in: supermarket 
chain, craft chain, mass 
merchant, drug chain, 
buildiuQ supply chain. 

Hobby Lobby 
7707 SW 44**^ Street 
O k l a h o m a City, OK 

73179 
Attn: Bill O w e n s 

or app ly O n l i n e @ 
w w w . h o b b y l Q b b y . c o m 

Ison-Newton 

J u m p from Page 3 
Specifically, school board repre
sentatives said that Ison-
Newsome was being investigat
ed for expenses that were 
incurred with regard to the con
struction of restroom facilities. 

Gonzalez allegedly ordered 
the press conference after a 
meeting where school board 
representatives concluded Ison-
Newsome had done nothing 
improper. The public confer
ence was one of many alleged 
assaults on Ison-Newsome's 
character that took place in the 
weeks after Gonzalez vowed, "if 
I go down, I am bringing Ison-
Newsome with me." 

Those assaults ultimately 
lead to the 1997 lawsuit. Now, 
after withstanding years of legal 
wrangling, it is finally at the 
forefront. School officials 
attempted to have it thrown out, 

claiming they were immune 
fi-om the legal action. 

In a previously filed legal 
proceeding, school officials 
claimed that "their conduct in 
this case - even if allegedly moti
vated by improper purposes -
was incident to or within the 
scope of their duties of their 
professionals positions." 

Therefore, they claimed they 
were entitled to immunity. 

The court ruling sets the 
stage for an upcoming trial date. 
Named defendants in Ison-
Newsome's suit are former 
Associate Superintendent 
Robert Payton, former Special 
Assistant to the Superintendent 
Robby Collins, former Special 
Assistant to the Superintendent 
Robert Hinkle, and Executive 
Director of Media Relations Jon 
Dahlander. The suit seeks 
unspecified actual and punitive 
monetary damages fi-om each of 
the defendants. 

Business is Down? 

Contact the MON-The Gazette adver
tising department 

To get those profits moving in the 
right direction!!! 

Call: 972-606-7351 Today! 

w I \ i \ K i 

A 1)11 I I Rl N C I 

When it comes to your homeowner insurance protection 

we tailor difiFerent solutions for your different needs. Let us 

show you how Nationwide* Insurance can help you protect 

your most valuable assets...your home and your precious 

belongings. So call us today for more information. 

Dallas Sales and Service Center 
1065 Wyiinewood Village Shopping Center 

DaUas, TX 75224 
214-941-8073 

D NationwidcT 
Insurance & 
Rnancial Services 
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