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David Robinson is the
founder and event coordi-
nator for the Annual
African American Male
Academic Bowl. The
event, in its fourth year,
was held on Saturday,
Jan. 26 at the university

of north Texas
at Dallas cam-
pus and featured
111 young men
in the 4th – 8th
grade competing
on a wide range
of academic su-
bjects and cur-
rent events. 

The academic tourna-
ment invites teams of three
youth and one coach to com-
pete in a single elimination
tournament. There are two
divisions: 4th - 5th grade
and 6th- 7th grade. in each
round, the two competing
teams are asked quiz ques-

  

Prepaid cards gain usage
By CHARLEnE CROWELL

Since the enactment of
the Credit Card Accountabil-
ity Responsibility and Dis-
closure (CARD) Act of 2009,
consumers have benefited
from more transparent pric-
ing and improved ability to
manage credit card debt. Al-
though 68 percent of con-
sumers had a credit card in
2010, fewer than 40 percent
carried a balance that year –

the lowest proportion on
record.  interest rates paid on
credit card debt has fallen
since the Act’s implementa-

tion. Moreover, the number
of late fees paid by con-
sumers dropped by more
than half – from $901 million
in January 2010 to $427 mil-
lion in november that same
year.       

Consumers benefited
while issuers continued to
profit. At the same time, the
nation’s top five credit card
issuers – who accounted for
over half of the credit card

market with combined port-
folios of $475 billion, contin-
ued to enjoy net earnings that
were significantly higher
than those of other commer-
cial banks.  

The State of Lending in
America and its Impact on
U.S. Households, (http://rsp-
nsb.li/state-of-lending), ad-
dresses how credit card prac-
tices and usage have changed

By MARiAn WRiGHT

EDELMAn

(nnPA) On Saturday,
January 26, i was part of the
March on Washington for
Gun Control. We called on
members of Congress and
state legislators to pass
common sense gun safety
laws to stop the epidemic of
preventable child and adult
gun deaths. Others were
marching in Boston, San
Francisco, Chicago, San
Antonio, Jersey City, and in
communities across the
country.

Grassroots groups came
together in the wake of the
massacre at Sandy Hook El-
ementary School in new-
town, Connecticut. Mothers
and fathers, grandparents,
pastors, gun violence sur-
vivors, law enforcement of-
ficers, elected officials,
child advocates, and every-
one who believes that our
children’s right to live, learn
and grow up safely must be
protected before guns, must
not stop marching, calling,
writing, and visiting and
holding our political leaders
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from gun violence
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HUD Voucher program
fails to relocate families
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Academic Bowl helps young men in their
efforts of  "Aiming for the Stars"

See BOWL,  Page 7
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“Today, we heard Gov.
Rick Perry deliver the state
of his political priorities,
while neglecting the priori-
ties of Texas school children,
their parents and most Tex-
ans,” said Texas State Teach-
ers Association President Ri-
ta Haecker.

Thanks to hard-working
Texans, the state’s economy
has rebounded from the re-

cession. The Le-
gislature has an
$8.8 billion sur-
plus and a Rainy
Day Fund bal-
ance of $11.8
billion, enough
money for the
governor and the
legislative ma-
jority to do the
right thing and

restore the $5.4 billion –
more than $500 per student –
cut from public school budg-
ets two years ago. That is
enough money to restore the
school cuts and meet other
important public needs with-
out raising taxes.

Failing to restore educa-
tion cuts is harmful. More

TSTA: Rick Perry’s state of neglect

See NEGLECT, Page 5

More trouble for
Chris Brown?

Mentor Sean Diop J and members of the
Diop Mentoring team (Image: DCCCD)

Rick Perry



AT&T announced this
week the return of 28
Days, a campaign that

aims to motivate con-
sumers to take a forward

look at Black History
Month as they create
their own history. Cele-

brating its
fifth an-
niversary,
AT&T 28
Days fea-
tures a
multi-city
s p e a k e r
series and
c o n c e r t
tour with
comedian
and radio
personal-
ity Ric-
key Smi-
ley serv-
ing as ho-
st. The
s p e a k e r
series and
c o n c e r t
tour ble-

nds together a roster of
performers, thought lead-

ers and innovators that
are taking a forward
look at making history.
Learn more about AT&T
28 Days at att.com/
28days.

"We believe it's what
you do, with what we do,
which is why 28 Days
keeps coming back.
AT&T 28 Daysis five
years strong because of
the response and support
we've received from our
African American con-
sumers," said Jennifer
Jones, vice president of
Diverse Markets, AT&T
Mobility and Consumer
Markets. "Each year, we
look at new ways to
move people to act on
their dreams today. By
adding new speakers and
musical performances to
28 Days, we hope the
campaign remains fun
and relevant."

With Smiley at the
helm as the new host of
AT&T 28 Days, audi-
ences are sure to be en-
tertained this Black His-
tory Month. Accompany-
ing Smiley on the 2013
speaker series and con-
cert tour is a lineup of
some of today's influen-
tial leaders and trendset-
ters who will provide
their perspectives on
how consumers can
come together to shape
their own future. Also
new for 2013, the cam-
paign will showcase mu-
sical performances from
R&B sensation, Elle
Varner.

"i feel honored to be
involved with 28 Days
because it gives me the
opportunity to speak
candidly about the im-
portance of our history
and share the stage with

other individuals who
are taking that forward

look at making history,"
said Rickey Smiley.

The urban League of
Greater Dallas and north
Central Texas has announced
Dr. Charles Mitchell and Mr.
John Beckwith Sr., outstand-
ing community leaders, will
receive their 2013 Legacy
Award. 

This unique award al-
lows the League to recognize
and honor two individuals
who have given so much to
their professions and their
community. This year’s
Legacy honorees will pass
their torch to Dr. Winifred
Parnell and Mr. John Beck-

with Jr. and challenge them
to continue to excel in their
professions and give back to
the community. 

The honorees will re-
ceive tributes at the urban
League Annual Meeting
Luncheon on Friday, Feb. 22
at 11:45 a.m. at the Hilton
Anatole Hotel, Khmer Pavil-
ion Ballroom, 2201 Stem-
mons Freeway, Dallas, TX
75207. 

Before retiring in 2010,
Dr. Mitchell was an Ortho-
pedic Surgeon here in Dallas
for 37 years. He is a graduate

of Howard university Med-
ical School and did his Sur-
gery internship, Residency
and Orthopedic Residency at
Mt. Sinai Hospital in new
york. Some of his academic
and professional appoint-
ments include Chief Ortho-
pedic Surgeon at Methodist
Hospital; former member of
the Board of Regents at uni-
versity of north Texas, Pres-
ident of Southeast Methodist
Medical Staff and Chairman
of Department of Surgery at
Mesquite Community Hos-
pital. He is currently an Or-
thopedic Consultant.

Many who know Mr.

Beckwith say he
was born with the
desire and dream of
owning a funeral
home and helping
others. He was so
determined, starting
at age 14, he would
walk or hitchhike to
local funeral homes
in rural Louisiana to
learn the business.
Today, he owns
Golden Gate Fu-
neral Home in Dal-
las, Lancaster, Fort
Worth and Tallulah,
LA. He works
closely with the

clergy as a mentor
throughout the Metroplex
and donates his time and
resources to his commu-
nity.   

“We are pleased to
recognize these commu-
nity leaders for their out-
standing achievements in
their respective careers
and for the many mean-
ingful contributions they
have made to our com-
munity,” said Dr. Beverly
Mitchell-Brooks, Presi-
dent and CEO of the
urban League of Greater
Dallas.  

Randi Stewart is more

than just a pretty face, she

is one of the fastest rising

and most sought after

young models and talents

to come out of the Pacific

northwest since the days

of Dollicia Bryan and

Heather aka "Halie." So

far, she has been featured

in over 15 online maga-

zines including what's

recognized as the largest

online urban magazine,

Hype! magazine.

Randi is also being

featured in a popular

urban men's print maga-

zine called DJ Kay Slay's

Straight Stuntin' maga-

zine (which she is cur-

rently featured and on

newsstands now). She has

also been sought after for

roles in various reality

shows and movies being

filmed across the country.

Everyone from Grammy-

Award winning singer

Mya, Love & Hip Hop

Reality star Erica Mena to

film director and televi-

sion/movie star Charles S.

Dutton are asking who is

Randi after looking at her

photos.

2012 proved to be

a breakout year for

Randi. A top photog-

rapher in South

Beach personally re-

quested her for his

photo shoots, Hip

Hop star Cam'ron

and several other

rappers requested her

for video appear-

ances. in just one

weekend in new

york City, she partic-

ipated in a photo

shoot for print maga-

zines iAdore, Stra-

ight Stuntin and the

premiere issue of

Rhymes & Dimes

(Wiz Khalifa

on the cover).

She also hosted

an event at the

popular Fash-

ion 40 club.

Randi's Tw-

itter account

(@rthediva) lit-

erally grew

overnight and

reached well

over 5,000 in

one weekend.

Her "Who is

Randi?" you-

tube video is

gaining a lot of

viewers and

even made the

popular uK video blog

harsharanlanda.blogspot.c

om aka Harsh.tv. Randi is

scheduled to hit the road

for the first part of 2013 to

promote her various mag-

azine features as well as to

read and audition for a few

movie roles. There's even

a possible reality TV role

in the works for her.

To see more photos of

the up and coming model,

visit www.randistewarton-

line.com. She can also be

found on Twitter @rthe-

diva, on instagram rthe-

diva723, and on Face-

book.

Randi Stewart
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accountable. We must vote
them out if they do not act to
end the preventable and im-
moral loss of child and human
lives and honor what most
Americans want and our chil-
dren need.

A new Gallup poll shows
that most Americans support
universal background checks
for gun buyers, a ban on as-
sault weapons, limiting ammu-
nition magazines to 10 rounds
or less, and other proposals in
President Obama’s plan to re-
duce gun violence. it will be a
formidable fight to achieve
these essential steps but we
can and will succeed if all of us
raise an irresistible and unre-
lenting voice in every state in
the weeks and months to
come, and for as long as it
takes.

Don’t let anyone tell you
current gun safety regulations
are working just fine. They
aren’t. The massacre at Sandy
Hook woke up many Ameri-
cans to the epidemic of gun vi-
olence which has snuffed out
the lives of 148,000 children
since 1968 – this is the equiv-
alent of 7,400 classrooms of 20
children and teens. Every 30
minutes a child or teen is shot
in the united States. Every 3
hours and 15 minutes a child
dies from gun violence. it’s
time to say “no more.”

Epidemic gun violence
against children—and its toll
on all who live in the united

States—is a uniquely Ameri-
can phenomenon. in 2010, the
u.S. gun death rate— homi-
cides, suicides, and acci-
dents—for children and teens
was nearly 65 times higher
than the rates in the united
Kingdom and Germany and
108 times higher than in Spain.
The u.S. gun homicide rate for
children and teens was 106
times higher than the rate in
Germany and 213 times higher
than the rates in Spain and the
united Kingdom.

The reason gun deaths are
a huge epidemic in the united
States is simple: it’s the guns
and the permissive gun laws
that protect them. in a 2007
study of 178 countries by the
Geneva-based Graduate insti-
tute of international and De-
velopment Studies, the u.S.
ranked number one in the
number of guns per person
(88.8 per 100), far ahead of all
the other countries in the study.
yemen was a distant runner-up
with 55 guns per 100 people,
40 percent less than the u.S.
rate.

Although the u.S. ac-
counts for less than five per-
cent of the global population,
Americans own an estimated
35 to 50 percent of all civilian-
owned guns in the world. Be-
tween 270-300 million guns
are in civilian hands in the u.S.
– nearly one gun for every
man, woman, and child. Our
nation is saturated with guns

and the national Rifle Associ-
ation wants more and more.

We can free our nation of
this scourge of gun violence.
no external enemy ever took
the lives of so many children
and adults. We can and must
change this. i am confident that
most Americans value chil-
dren’s safety and right to live
more than they value the right
of anyone to have assault
weapons and high capacity
ammunition magazines. if
America can’t stand up for its

children, it doesn’t stand for
anything. 

Marian Wright Edelman is
president of the Children’s De-
fense Fund whose Leave No
Child Behind® mission is to
ensure every child a Healthy
Start, a Head Start, a Fair
Start, a Safe Start and a Moral
Start in life and successful pas-
sage to adulthood with the help
of caring families and commu-
nities. For more information
go to www.childrensdefense.
org.

www.NorthDallasGazette.com Op-Ed

Advisory Board

Committees:

Editor 

Ruth Ferguson

VP of Digital &

Entertainment Marketing

Brandy Jones-West

Contributing Writer

Jackie Hardy
Ivy N. McQuain

Jacquinette Murphy
Terri Schlichenmeyer 

Nicole Scott
Tanya Devaughn

Editorial Writers

Ivy N. McQuain
Ruth Ferguson

Nicole Scott

NDG Intern

Kendria Brown

Publisher’s Office:

publisher@northdallasgazette.com

Sales Department:

opportunity@northdallasgazette.com

Editorial Department:

editor@northdallasgazette.com

Online:

www.twitter.com/nDGEditor

www.facebook.com/northDallasGazette

Website:

www.northDallasGazette.com

Public Relations Planning
and Implementation

Cecil Starks, CHAiRPERSOn

Business Growth Referral
John Dudley, CHAiRPERSOn

Program Policy Development
Annie Dickson, CHAiRPERSOn

Quality Assurance
Myrtle Hightower, CHAiRPERSOn

Coty Rodriguez

P. O. Box 763866 • Dallas, Texas 75376-3866
Phone: 972-516-4191
Fax: 972-509-90582000 national Winner

A. Philip Randolph Award

For Excellence in Journalism

Founded 1991

.com

STAFF

TPA

Chairman Emeritus

Jim Bochum
1933 – 2009

Published By

Minority opportunity News, Inc.

Production

Sharon Jones-Scaife

Special Projects Manager

Edward Dewayne
“Preacher Boy” Gibson, Jr.

Community Marketing
Director

Carrenza Thurmond, Jr.

Religious/ Marketing Editor
Shirley Demus Tarpley

Assistant V.P. - Marketing
Anita Blackstone

John Dudley
Myrtle Hightower

Fred Moses
Annie Dickson
Cecil Starks

Willie Wattley
Coty Rodriguez-Anderson

B. J. Williams
Denise Upchurch

Barbara Simpkins,
ADvISoRy BoARD SECRETARy

Advisory Board:

North Dallas Gazette assumes no responsibility for
unsolicited material and reserves the right to edit and

make appropriate revisions.

The North Dallas Gazette, formerly Minority Opportunity News, was founded
in July 1991, by Mr.Jim Bochum and Mr.Thurman R. Jones. North Dallas
Gazette is a wholly owned subsidairy of Minority Oppotunity News, Inc.

Send stories suggestions email: editor@nothdallasgazette.com
For advertising quote print or web (for upcoming event or your Business)

Email: opportunity@northdallasgazette.com

VIOlENCE, continued from Page 1

January 31 - February 6, 2013 | North Dallas Gazette | 3

On Honor and Compromise
By STEVE LOVE

“We mutually pledge to
each other our Lives, our
Fortunes and our sacred
Honor” is how the Declara-
tion of independence ends.
These were not idealized
words.  They were written
by men faced with the real
possibility that they were
signing their own death
warrants.  it was the inven-
tory of what they were put-
ting on the line – what they
believed could be their per-
sonal cost – to bring free-
dom to the British colonies
in America.   And, indeed,
the full measure of that cost
would be paid by some of
the signers.  Others would
go on to write the Constitu-
tion.

As we look back at
those Founders, we must

understand that this pledge
was to each other!  it was
not made to a nation, for
none existed at the time; or
to a deity, though they put
their trust in “divine Provi-
dence.”  it was a pledge of
fidelity to a small compact
of men devoted to a com-
mon cause becoming  aware
of the price they might be
asked to pay to achieve their
goal…that for America to
come into existence they
might have to sacrifice their
lives, fortunes and sacred
honor.   

it is this awareness of a
price to be paid – values lost
- not retained, that seems to
be incomprehensible to
some among us.   Conser-
vatives seem to have linked
faithfulness to their convic-
tions to their sense of honor
so that if they hold out for

their convictions, even at
the price of losing their seat
in the next election, they
will maintain their honor.  it
is this conviction that sets
them in opposition to all
forms of compromise.   To
compromise – in their way
of thinking - is to lose their
honor. Such was not how
Lincoln or the Founders
thought.

indeed, this is precisely
the difference between con-
servatives and the
Founders.  The Founders
understood that majority
rule arrived at through com-
promise is the only way that
a society of equals can
exist.  Lincoln wrote in his
First inaugural; “if the mi-
nority will not acquiesce,
the majority must, or the
government must cease.”
He goes on to explain that

the choice facing the nation
on March 4, 1861 was from
the following alternatives:
despotism (minority rule),
anarchy (the dissolution of
all government) and major-
ity rule…with the price to
be paid for majority rule
being the willingness of
those with minority opin-
ions to be submissive to the
decisions of the majority.   it
called for a definition of
honor that assumes devo-
tion to country and the civil
order trumping one’s own
convictions. [That South-
erners could not bring
themselves to that vision of
America was the reason we
fought a bloody Civil War.]

The question, then, for
conservatives is whether
they will join with Lincoln
and the Founders in sacri-

See HONOR, Page 7

When will black people stop being referred to as
African Americans as a race?  Think about it.  Our lead-
ers, such as you, are perpetuating this nonsensical error.
African American is a nationality characterization, not a
race.  if i were of the Black race, see there, and born and
lived in Haiti, Europe or Mexico, would my race still be
African American?  

if i were an American naturalized white person born
in South Africa, could i not be an African American?  This
African American crap is ludicrous.  

i suppose, however, whatever "our" black, see here
we go again, civil rights "leaders" say what we should be
called at the time is what we are.  i am old enough to have
been "Colored", "negro", "Black," and now i refuse to
accept "African American". Go figure.  i can live any-
where in the world and still identify as being of the black
race.  Why do people always have to use black to explain
"African American"?  i have had more than i can stand.  

now the North Dallas Gazette, being a newspaper
run by intelligent people, should know better and have the
intestinal fortitude to use correct terminology and not be
coerced by what others are saying.  you should lead, not
follow.  Let's see. 

Elrie Freeman

Letter to the Editor



Gun violence claims the lives
of Chicago's mom 4 children

The Hartz Mountain
Corporation is voluntarily
withdrawing its Hartz Chic-
ken Chews and Hartz
Oinkies Pig Skin Twists
wrapped with Chicken for
dogs in the united States be-
cause they contain trace
amounts of unapproved an-
tibiotic residue.

We are taking this action
after recent Hartz testing
found trace amounts of un-
approved antibiotic residue
in samples of Hartz®
Chicken Chews™ and
Oinkies® Pig Skin Twists
wrapped with Chicken prod-
ucts. Even though two-
thirds of the products we
tested did not contain antibi-
otic residues, we would
rather be overly cautious by
voluntarily withdrawing
these products from the mar-
ket.

These antibiotics are ap-
proved for use in poultry in
China and other countries,
including European union
member states, but are not
among those approved in

the u.S. Based on the FDA’s
review of the new york
State Department of Agri-
culture & Markets (nyS-
DAM) results, there is no
evidence that raises health
concerns, and these results
are highly unlikely to be re-
lated to the reports of ill-
nesses FDA has received re-
lated to jerky pet treats.

immediately upon learn-
ing of this finding, Hartz
contacted the FDA to share
our test results and execute
a nationwide voluntary
withdrawal. There have
been no known illnesses to
date associated with the con-
sumption of these products.

“upon learning about
the nationwide voluntary
withdrawal of several other
brands of chicken jerky
products through media re-
ports, Hartz acted immedi-
ately to begin additional
testing to determine if the
same unapproved antibiotic
residues were present in our
products,” said Sean Mcn-
ear, Sr. Director of Quality

and Regulatory at Hartz
Mountain.

There is no indication
that the trace amounts of un-
approved antibiotic residue
are linked to the FDA's on-
going investigation of
chicken jerky products pro-
duced in China. The trace
amounts of antibiotic
residue do not pose a health
or pet safety risk.

Hartz voluntarily withdrawing Chicken Chews and
Oinkies Pig Skin Twists wrapped with chicken for dogs

DALLAS — The Am-
erican Lung Association is
excited to present the fifth
annual competitive stair-
climb, Fight for Air
Climb, in Dallas on Feb.
23, 2013. This fun athletic
event will challenge par-
ticipants to climb the Ren-
aissance Tower in down-
town Dallas. Participants
may run or walk each one
of the 53 floors on their
way to a celebration at the
top.

This year’s honoree is
Laura McCracken. Mc-
Cracken was diagnosed
with stage four lung cancer
in 2007 at the age of 30.

“The American Lung
Association has my support
because their efforts are so
important,” said Mc-
Cracken. “They educate pe-
ople about the importance
of clean air, stopping to-
bacco use, and funding re-
search to help people like
me.”

Stairclimbs are emerging
athletic competitions that take
participants beyond the aver-
age run/walk event. These
“vertical marathons” are
growing in popularity and
Dallas is leading the way by
hosting this one-of-a-kind
event.  Participants can com-
pete in the Fight for Air
Climb as individuals or as
teams. All participants will
have their time calculated
through an electronic chip-
timing system. Teams will

have the ability to start the
race together and support one
another during the climb.
Water stations and rest floors
will be available periodically
throughout the climb if
needed.

When climbers reach the
top of Renaissance Tower, a
celebratory After Party will
be held on the 53rd floor,
which will include a DJ, food,
massage therapists, various
vendors, entertainment and an
awards ceremony.

Through team sponsor-
ships and donations, Fight
for Air Climb participants
will support the American
Lung Association’s fight
against lung disease. Pro-
ceeds from Fight for Air
Climb will help find cures,
protect clean air and pro-
mote smokefree kids. The
American Lung Association
in Dallas has announced a
goal of raising $155,000
from this year’s event.

“i climbed 53 stories last

year to ‘Fight for Air,’ so
that hopefully someday peo-
ple like me won’t have to
suffer with lung cancer,”
said McCracken. “i look for-
ward to this year’s event,
and to being a voice for
awareness about lung
health.”

For more information
about the Fight for Air
Climb, visit www.Fight-
ForAirClimb.org or call
Amanda Frederick at 214-
631-5864 x209.

By KEnDRiA BROWn, 

NDG inTERn

in the midst of a push

for stronger gun control leg-

islation by President Barack

Obama, a Chicago mom

Shirley Chambers lost her

last surviving child, Ronnie

Chambers, to gun violence.

Chicago’s homicide rate in

the black community has

been ominously increasing,

with seven people mur-

dered this past weekend. 

Chambers expressed,

"it's not Chicago. it's these

people. it's these people

with these guns. They

shouldn't have guns, you

know?" 

in 1995, Chambers’ son

Carlos, 18, was killed. Then

in  April 2000, Chambers’
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Dallas, TX – This Febru-
ary marks the tenth year of
the American Heart Associa-
tion’s Go Red For Women
movement.  in north Texas,
one organization supports
the American Heart Associa-
tion’s movement by inviting
women from across the
country to participate in the
Total you Women’s Well-
ness Summit (TyWWS) on
Feb. 22-23, 2013 at Park inn

by Radisson Dallas Love
Field.

A portion of the pro-
ceeds from TyWWS will be
used to support the Ameri-
can Heart Association's Go
Red for Women movement.
Host, Emily Blue, believes it
is extremely important to
help eradicate heart disease,
especially in women. “Heart
disease is still the number
one killer in women.  it is

important for us to continue
to find cures and educate
women on how they can
eradicate this disease.  That
is why we partnered with the
American Heart Association
and the Go Red for Women
movement,” says Blue.

TyWWS is an opportu-
nity for teens and women of
all ages, ethnicities, and so-
cioeconomic backgrounds to
be empowered with tools

that will promote a healthy
mind, body, and spirit. The
Summit will also feature
dyanmic speakers who can
provide a wealth of informa-
tion that will empower and
promote healthy living.

Speakers include Jac-
quie Hood Martin, executive
coach, author of Fulfilled:
The Art & Joy of Balanced
Living and wife of multi-
media journalist, Roland

Martin, will offer insight on
spiritual wellness.

The Summit kicks off
with an Evening of Elegance
Gala featuring Author, Cer-
tified Professional Life
Coach, international Am-
bassador Against Obesity
Philanthropist and Model,
Carla Ferrer, with a special
performance from local
artist Semaj’ Jones & Co.
and an appearance from

celebrity model, motiva-
tional speaker and one of the
Physical Wellness speakers
for the weekend, America’s
Next Top Model contestant,
Bianca Chardei.  

For more information
about registration, becoming
a sponsor, vendor, or other
news, contact DeAnn Dunk-
ins Lax at 1-888-628-3270
or visit www.totalyousum-
mit.com.

American Heart Association and Total You Women's Wellness
Summit partner for "Go Red" during Heart Health Month

Fight for Air Climb to benefit the American lung Assn. scheduled for Feb. 23

Come see the all new
rental properties at
Bexar Street Village

located in South Dallas!

These are all new

apartments and

houses for rent.

Come see the

major change.

Call for more info

at 214-421-2170.



West Dallas rail crossings and bridges
closed in west Dallas through March
West Dallas rail cross-

ings will be closed starting

Feb. 5 as part of union Pa-

cific Railroad’s (uPRR) ef-

fort to replace tracks from

downtown Fort Worth to

downtown Dallas. 

For more information

and rail crossing closure lo-

cations visit www.dallasci-

tyhall.com. Residents can

also get closure information

by calling the union Pacific

Railroad’s 24-hour access

line at (877) 243-1350.

daughter Latoya, 15, was

killed, followed by her son

Jerome, 23, being killed in

July of that same year. Ron-

nie was Shirley’s only child

left and she feared losing

him. 

Her son was a changed

man and much different

from his days of belonging

to a gang, stealing cars, sell-

ing drugs, and behind bars.

Chambers said that his new

life included him helping

other people out. He even

appeared on the Ricki Lake

show last month to show his

improved character. 

On the show, Ronnie

(Chambers son) said, "i told

myself that you know, i

need to protect my mother

and be out here for her." 

now that her son is

gone, it only adds to the

issue of “gun control” and

“values-based education”

for Chicago as Mayor

Rahm Emanuel puts it.

Emanuel elaborates, "it's

not about crime. it's about

values. Where were you

raised and who raised you?" 

Chambers says that her

son knew right from wrong.

"He wanted to change his

life for his mother. He loved

me and i loved him."

GUN, continued from Page 4

than 25,000 school employees
– including 11,000 teachers –
have lost their jobs, and thou-
sands of children are study-
ing in overcrowded class-
rooms.

Texas’ per-pupil expendi-
ture dropped from 41st to
45th among the states and the
District of Columbia follow-
ing the 2011 cuts, and Texas
has the highest percentage of
adult residents without a high
school diploma.

yet, instead of repairing
the damage the cuts have
done to our schools, Gov.
Perry proposes tax relief for
political supporters that
would further erode the fi-
nancial support our students

and their teachers need to
succeed. And, he would un-
dermine public education and
our state’s future even more
by imposing a private school
voucher program that would
drain additional tax dollars
from our local, public
schools.

TSTA urges educators,
parents and the vast majority
of Texans who value the pub-
lic schools to tell the gover-
nor and their legislators,
“no,” to vouchers and spe-
cial interest tax cuts and de-
mand that they restore the ed-
ucation funding cuts.

“Rick Perry may be will-
ing to ignore the school chil-
dren of Texas. The people of

Texas are not,” Haecker said.

Through a grant from the
Department of Labor, the
urban League of Greater
Dallas now offers a career
and education development
program with service learn-
ing opportunities for young
adults between the ages 18
and 21.  

The urban youth Em-
powerment Program (uy-
EP) is a 6-8 month long com-
mitment and includes job
readiness courses, career and
education support, service
learning projects, internship
placements, and assistance

with job place-
ment or enroll-
ment in post-
secondary edu-
cation institu-
tion or an in-
dustry recog-
nized certification program.
For more information con-
tact Stefon Chandler at
schandler@ulgdnctx.com or
call (214) 915-4696. 

Educators are concerned
that cost may prevent stu-
dents and adults from obtain-
ing a GED test credential.
The urban League’s uyEP

program includes a GED
curriculum which is a free
program that includes class-
room instruction and weekly
meetings with an advisor to
assess progress. Test fees are
waived. Students who qual-
ify for the urban youth Em-
powerment Program also re-
ceive tutoring and flexible
class hours. To put them on

the road for educational suc-
cess, they receive financial
counseling, one-on-one ca-
reer coaching, and a gradua-
tion ceremony upon comple-
tion.  

Eligible participants
must have had contact with
the justice system between
the ages of 14 and 18 but not
charged as an adult, and live
in Dallas County. At the
close of the program students
will leave with a GED or
high school diploma, solid
skills to enter and compete in
the workforce, and a positive

relationship with their com-
munity. 

youth who have been in-
volved in the juvenile justice
system find themselves
uniquely disadvantaged;
often they are considerably
behind in academic achieve-
ment, with little guidance on
how to succeed in the work-
place. Communities lose
trust in young offenders and
offenders continue to feel
displaced and disengaged
from the community. in ad-
dition to providing academic
support to earn a GED or

high school diploma and
training on how to succeed in
the workplace, uyEP partic-
ipants will engage in 448
hours of paid service learn-
ing where they develop nec-
essary employment skills
while substantively and
meaningfully serving their
community.  

The mission of the urban
League of Greater Dallas and
north Central Texas (uLGD)
is to provide the critical skills
and resources necessary to
enable all citizens to secure
economic self- reliance.
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Frisco hosting Daddy
Daughter Dance on Feb. 2

Frisco is hosting the 17th
annual Daddy Daughter
Dance on Saturday, Feb. 2.
Lords and little ladies won’t
want to miss the “Royal
Ball”, featuring four dance
times designed for different
ages. Castle gr-ounds are lo-
cated at the Frisco Conference
Center, 7601 Gaylord Park-
way.   

“This event is always a
sellout,” said Cara Harting,

Special Events Supervisor.
“Last year, we heard from
people who had bought
dresses and flowers and made
dinner reservations, but forgot
to get tickets and we were
forced to turn them away.  We
want to make sure everyone is
aware of this royal event.”

The annual Daddy
Daughter Dances, with a royal
theme, also feature costumed
characters, light refreshments

and professional photos for
additional purchase. 

Dances are approaching
‘sellout’ status, and the tickets to
the Frisco’s Royal Ball are $15
per person, per dance – or $18
per ticket for non-residents.
new this year - take advantage
of printing your own tickets
once you at www.FriscoFun.
org. Also, you can view infor-
mation on the City of Frisco’s
youTube site.

M&M Residential Cleaning and Preservation Services is a fore-
closure preservation organization.

Our organization is run by husband and wife team, Marcus L
and Marva J Norsworthy. Both partners have individual expe-
rience in the field of foreclosure preservation management. 

M&M Residential Cleaning and Preservation Services is profes-
sional and extremely focused on providing high-quality service
and customer satisfaction - we will do everything we can to
meet your expectations. 

With a variety of services to choose from, we're sure you'll be
happy working with us. 
We offer:
• Property securing
• Lock change outs
• Re-keys
• Winterization
• Carpet Cleaning
• Broom Swept Cleaning
• White Glove Cleaning
• Yard Maintenance
• Minor Repairs
• Trash outs
• Paint
• Boarding
Our company is based on the belief that our customers' needs
are of the utmost importance. Our entire team is committed to
meeting those needs. As a result, a high percentage of our
business is from repeat customers and referrals. 

Urban league of Greater Dallas Offers Comprehensive
Community 2nd Chance Program for Youth

NEGlECT, continued from Page 1
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“nORTH COuRT ViLLAS APARTMEnT HOMES”

Opening April-2013- (now Pre-Leasing)

www.northcourtvillas.com

Coming Soon! A Brand new Affordable Community

offering One, Two and

Three bedroom floor plans

featuring an amenity rich environment

at an affordable price.

Address: 8275 Stonebrook Parkway,

Frisco, TX 75034 (under Construction)

Contact: Off Site Leasing Office- 972-550-6054×100

Please join our waiting list today;

we look forward to your call.

Income Restrictions Apply

Shirley Chambers



 

PLAY RESPONSIBLY. For detailed game odds and information, visit txlottery.org or call 1-800-37LOTTO. Must be 18 or older to purchase a ticket. The Texas Lottery supports Texas education. © 2013 Texas Lottery Commission. All rights reserved.
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ficing their “sacred honor”
to find a middle ground
where our democracy is
preserved and the domestic
tranquility of our nation is
restored.  if they are willing
to make some sacrifice,
they will be met at that mid-

dle ground by liberals who
feel they have every bit as
much to lose in the agree-
ment as conservatives have
but more to gain than either
by themselves.  Compro-
mise is a double-edged
sword.  it cuts both ways. 

Steve Love is one of the
first male members of North
Dallas Texas Democratic
Women (NDTDW).  A retired
minister and former Congres-
sional candidate, Steve is a
regular contributor to the
NDTDW newsletter, The Link.

HONOR, continued from Page 3
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Microsoft, a world lea-

der in software, mobile

phones, tablets, video ga-

mes, and more, has an-

nounced that they are giv-

ing away millions in schol-

arships this year. They are

offering four different

types of technical scholar-

ships for the 2013-2014 ac-

ademic year to current un-

dergraduate students: Gen-

eral Scholarships, Women's

Scholarships, Minority Sc-

holarships, and Scholar-

ships for Students with

Disabilities.

To be eligible, appli-

cants must be enrolled full

time in a Bachelor's degree

program at a 4-year college

or university in the united

States, Canada, or Mexico

at the time you submit the

application. Plus, they must

be making satisfactory

progress toward an under-

graduate degree in co-

mputer science, computer

engineering, or a related

technical discipline such as

electrical engineering, ma-

th, or physics.

The deadline to apply is

Feb. 1. Students are en-

couraged to get started on

the application process

right away!

To apply for this schol-

arship, visit: www.scholar-

shipsonline.org/2012/09/mi

crosoft-scholarships.html

For a complete list of

other scholarships avail-

able in 2013, visit:

www.ScholarshipsOn-

line.org

Deadline for Microsoft
scholarships is Feb. 1

tions, which they must pro-
vide the correct answer
within a specific timeframe.
The team correctly answer-
ing the most questions is
declared the winner.   

Speaking by phone on
Wednesday to NDG, Robin-
son shared the steady
growth of the event over the
years with 69 boys in 2009,
75 the following year and
last year 87 boys partici-
pated. This year the com-
petitors included students
from Austin, Fort Worth,
Frisco and other DFW
school districts.  

Robinson kicked off the
project because, “There
were not really any events
such as this that targeting
4th – 8th graders.” He
points to the challenges
African American males are
facing in academics, “Our
boys are not even getting
through middle school.”
Robinson hopes that the

competition will encourage
the students throughout
their academic career from
middle school through col-
lege.  

He credits the enthusi-
asm of the participants and
the community partners for
the growth of the program.
The cooperation from out-
side partners such as Texas
Sen. Royce West, irving
iSD, Fort Worth iSD, and
the Dallas Community Col-
lege District have helped to
spread the word. McDon-
alds was also a major sup-
porter for the program pro-
viding meals and other as-
sistance. 

According to Robinson,
the majority of the boys
participating this year are
return competitors, having
participated in at least one
previous academy bowl.
Also more than half of the
4th graders, who partici-
pated in the inaugural event

in January 2010, returned
this year.  

All participants receive
recognition, t-shirts and gift
items provided by the com-
munity partners. Members
of the 2nd place team re-
ceived a Kindle Fire and the
team winning 1st place re-
ceived a Samsung Galaxy
Tablet.  

The coach of each team
who progressed to the
championship round re-
ceived two tickets for the
Feb. 9 Dallas Mavericks vs.
Golden State Warriors
game, donated by the nBA
team.  

Registration for next
year opens in October for
teams and volunteers. For
more information in the
meantime, visit http://www.
aamab.org/ and follow them
on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/yschol-
ars.

BOWl, continued from Page 1

Kimberley and Phillip
yu, a dynamic brother-sister
duo attending Plano West
Senior High School and
Shepton High School, re-
spectively, captured Re-
gional Finalist standing in
the 2012 Siemens Founda-
tion Competition in Math,
Science & Technology for
their science research about
a fatal degenerative brain
disease.

An additional 10 students
from Plano iSD were named
Semifinalists in the same
prestigious competition, an
annual event that reveals the
brightest high school minds
in contention for the nation’s

most coveted teen science
prize.

The yus' research fo-
cuses on frontotemporal de-
mentia, a fatal degenerative
brain disease similar to
Alzheimer’s. Chronic in-
flammation may play a key
role in causing this disease;
thus, the main goal of the
students' project was to iden-
tify the roles that two key
disease proteins play in in-
flammation.

While the first protein
surprisingly did not have a
significant role in regulating
inflammation levels, they
found that the second protein
significantly reduced levels

of inflammation in its normal
form. importantly, a mutated
version of this protein found
in patients with frontotempo-
ral dementia resulted in
higher inflammation levels
than the normal version, in-
dicating that people with this
mutation experience pro-
longed inflammation, which
may in turn cause the dis-
ease. By targeting this pro-
tein and its role in inflamma-
tion, new drugs and therapies
can be developed to treat this
devastating form of demen-
tia, which currently has no
effective treatments.

Plano brother and sister named regional finalist
award in prestigious Siemens competition

See SIEMENS, Page 8

Pastor Jerome Mcneil
of Christian Chapel Tem-
ple of Faith passed away
last year on July 15 at the
age of 63, after delivering
his Sunday service ser-
mon. in 21 years, Pastor
Mcneil led the congrega-
tion to grow from 60
members to 6,000. 

Mcneil inspired so
many and his legacy con-
tinues to live on through
not only the church but
through special honor be-
stowed by Dallas County.
On Monday, Jan. 28, Dal-
las County recognized the
contributions he made to
the juvenile system in the
community during his
years of service, including
as the Assistant Director of
the Dallas County Juvenile
Department. The county
renamed a section of the
facility the Jerome Mcneil
Jr. Juvenile Detention
Center. The facility is a
part of the Henry Wade Ju-
venile Justice Center lo-
cated at 2600 Lone Star
Dr.  

Dallas County works
with the Texas Juvenile
Probation Commission to
house youth ages 10-17
who have been arrested by
a police agency or charged
with a criminal offense or
who are alleged to have vi-
olated their conditions of
probation.

Other lifetime achieve-
ments for the Cleburne na-
tive included lobbying for
Texas Coalition for Juve-
nile Justice, being ap-
pointed to the Texas Mar-
riage and Family Licens-
ing Board by Gov. Ann

Richards, and co-founding
the African American Pas-
tors Coalition in Dallas.
He was the denomina-
tional prayer coordinator
for the Christian Met-
hodist Episcopal Church,
and served on the board of
state and national institu-
tions, along with serving
on the social work faculty
at some Texas schools. 

Pastor Mcneil au-
thored The Pain of Ch-
ange: Transitioning a Ch-
urch Through Worship and
Prayer.

Jerome McNeil's legacy honored
with at the Jerome McNeil Center

Pastor Jerome McNeil

Plano brother and sister named regional finalist
award in prestigious Siemens competition

Murphy’s annual “neigh-
bor 2 neighbor” citywide
block party night is set for Sat-
urday, March 23, 2013, when
Police and Fire personnel at-
tend and actively participate in
block parties throughout the
City, according to Detective
Brad Taylor, the City’s Crime
Watch Coordinator.

“We’ve scheduled the
2013 version in the spring ver-
sus the summer, hoping to

avoid the family vacation time
and, of course, the tempera-
tures will likely not be in the
three digits,” he chuckled. 

neighbor 2 neighbor
block parties are designed to
build rapport between citizens
and public safety personnel,
improve and deepen trust,
allow for social interaction
within neighborhoods, engen-
der discussion of local issues
and challenges, and strengthen

confidence in the capabilities
of the City’s public safety net-
work.

“The last three n2n block
parties have been extremely
useful in getting neighbors to
come together, exchange con-
tact information, and meet our
officers and firefighters. it’s
these kinds of community-
based efforts that form the
backbone of an efficient crime

Annual Neighbor 2 Neighbor
event set for spring 2013

See NEIGHBOR, Page 16



DALLAS – Talented Da-
llas iSD students from 9 high
schools, 10 middle schools
and 23 theatre programs will
compete for awards in play-
writing, directing and acting
during this weekend’s irma P.
Hall Theatre Arts Festival.
The festival will be held on
Saturday, Feb. 2 at Wilmer-
Hutchins High School, 5520
Langdon Road.

Hall will lead the wel-
coming ceremonies at 10
a.m. Those taking part in
the Centre Stage Play
Contest will also have the
privilege of meeting Hall
in person.

The festival is be-
lieved to be the only the-
atre festival in the state

that addresses crucial
skills such as critical
thinking, problem solv-
ing, communication, col-
laboration, creativity and
innovation.

The goal is for stu-
dents to learn 21st century
skills, while also celebrat-
ing student creativity.

Schools that win the top
awards will be honored with
a trophy, however, schools
will not compete against each
other but against a standard.

The irma P. Hall festival
is made possible with the
generous support of the
African American Museum,
inspiring Body of Christ
Church and Sankofa Players.
Community volunteers, stu-
dents from the university of
north Texas as well as pro-
fessional judges will also
contribute to the competi-
tion’s production.

Students from Dallas iSD
Anne Frank Elementary
School plan to attend and
support this exciting thespian
event.

DISD students to participate in Irma P. Hall
Festival at Wilmer-Hutchins High School

A convicted sex offender
has been sentenced to life in
prison for forcing an acquain-
tance’s 8-year-old dau-ghter
to perform oral sex on two oc-
casions.

Jurors deliberated about
20 minutes on Tuesday

before finding Jonathan
Luther nichols, 36, guilty of
aggravated sexual assault of a
child under 14. A short time
later, he received an automatic
life sentence after prosecutors
proved to the judge that he
had a prior conviction for ag-
gravated sexual assault of a
child.

During the trial in state-
district Judge Sharen Wilson’s
court, prosecutors Melinda
Westmoreland and Steve
Gebhardt presented evidence
that nichols forced an ac-
quaintance’s daughter to give
him oral sex on two occasions
in 2008 while the child’s

mother was away from the
house.

The first time, nichols
threatened to take the child
away from her mother if she
didn’t obey him. The second
time, he threatened to hurt her
and her mother if she didn’t
perform the sex act.

The jury also heard that
the child’s mother had an ex-
tensive history with Child
Protective Services because of
her methamphetamine use. in
2010, CPS removed the child
from her home for the third
time and placed her with a
family who later adopted her.

While living with this
family, she told them what
nichols had done.

The family contacted Hal-
tom City police, an investiga-
tion ensued and nichols, who
was in prison at the time, was
later charged in connection
with the sexual assault.

nichols has a long crimi-
nal history which includes
convictions for assaults,
fraudulent use and possession
of identifying information,
and aggravated sexual assault
of a child.

in March 1995, a Tarrant
County jury convicted
nichols of sexually assaulting
an 11-year-old girl and sen-
tenced him to seven years in
prison.

Sex offender gets life
for sexually abusing girl

Winner Crowned at Atomic
Wing Eating Contest

Wingstop hosted the Atomic Wing-Eating Contest at ZestFest 2013 over the weekend at the Irv-
ing Convention Center in Las Colinas. Tyson Henry won 1st place and received a 50" HD-TV for
eating a total of 16 Atomic wings in two-timed rounds. Second place and a Wingstop gift card went
to Robert Mitchell and third place was Christian Fadul. The annual ZestFest is one of the largest
events in the nation that showcases the fieriest food products from around the country.
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Jonathan Luther Nichols

Also remarkably accomplished in the area of
science research are the following Plano iSD stu-
dents who were named Semifinalists in the 2012
Siemens Competition. Congratulations to the fol-
lowing young science re-
searchers.

•Evelyn Ho, Plano Senior
High School

•Jessica Hong, Clark High
School

•Sunand iyer, Clark High
School

•Revanth Manchenella,
Plano East Senior High School

•Kevin nguyen, Plano East
Senior High School

•Karisma Sheth, Plano East
Senior High School

•Pranaav Sudheendra, Clark
High School

•Daniel Suh, Plano West Senior High School
•Michael Trinh, Plano East Senior High

School
•Rui Xu, Plano Senior High School

SIEMENS, continued from Page 7

Irma P. Hall

Siblings Phillip and Kimberley Yu are pictured with sci-
ence teachers Deanna Shea and Stephanie Peterson of
Shepton High School.

By MAyA RHODAn

(nnPA) in 2010, more
than 3 million students re-
ceived their high school
diploma accounting for
78.2 percent of students
who started secondary
school four years prior, ac-
cording to a new report by
the national Center for Ed-
ucation Statistics (nCES).

According to Robert
Stillwell, a nCES statisti-
cian and co-author  the re-
port, says the graduation
rate hasn’t been this high
since the 1969-70 school
year.

But the graduation rate
for Blacks could be higher.

According to the report,
the graduation rate for
African American students
in 2010 was 66.1 percent,
compared to 83 percent for
Whites and 93.5 percent for
Asian American students.

in terms of drop out
rates, 5.5 percent of African
American students dropped
out of 9-12th grade, 2
points higher than the na-
tional average of 3.4 per-
cent.

“no one has nailed
down why, it’s particular to
each and every student who
wants to drop out,” says
Donna Harris Aikens,  di-
rector of Education Policy
and Practice for the na-
tional Education Associa-
tion. “However, it can be

argued that it is a reflection
of the achievement gap.”

in Vermont and Wis-
consin, the overall gradua-
tion rate was as high as 91
percent. However, in the
District of Columbia. the
graduation rate was only
59.9 percent, just above ne-
vada, which had the lowest
rate in the country at 57.8
percent.

Harris Aikens says that
although any raise in the
rate is something to be cel-
ebrated, the data should be
used to close the existing
achievement gaps so all stu-
dents graduate at high rates.

“The questions be-
comes how do we make
sure that each student is
learning and progressing.”
Harris Aikens says. “How
do we close the gap for
Black students?”

She says students who
don’t have access to rigor-
ous and engaging curricu-
lum or advanced course-
work necessary for college
could feel like they aren’t

spending their time
wisely in school..

Leslie Fenwick, the
dean of the School of
Education at Howard
university agrees, stat-
ing that there are com-
munities within the
u.S. where students
are being “education-
ally malnourished,”

and as result of that are
“opting out” of school.

“Drop out rates are de-
clining, but they are still too
high,” Fenwick says. “The
differences between Black
and White students should-
n’t be attached to skin
color; it should be attached
to caliber of resources
being made available to
Black, Brown and poor stu-
dents.”

Asian students dropped
out at the lowest rates in the
country in 2010, with only
1.9 percent of students fail-
ing to return to classrooms.
Among White students, the
rate stands at 2.3 percent.

And although Hispanic
students saw a significant
decrease in their drop out
rate, it still remains at 5 per-
cent.

According to a 2012
analysis of Department of
Education data by the Civil
Rights Project, Black and
Latino students are more
likely to attend segregated,
impoverished schools. Such

High graduation rates reach
40-year high – but not for Blacks

Mike Brown/The Commercial Appeal/AP-File 



January 31 - February 6, 2013 | North Dallas Gazette | 9

(America’s Wire) Social
scientists and policy makers
have long understood the
harmful effects that living in
high poverty neighborhoods
can have on children and
adults. numerous studies
underscore the links be-
tween neighborhood disad-
vantage and a host of social
problems, including high
school dropout, infant mor-
tality, cognitive difficulties,
teenage childbearing and ex-
posure to violence. 

These studies show that
families living in high
poverty neighborhoods face
burdens beyond their indi-
vidual resource constraints
in finding jobs, staying safe
and raising children. After
falling during the decade of
the 1990s, both the number
of neighborhoods of extreme
concentrated poverty and the
number of people living in
such neighborhoods rose
during the past decade, such
that 10 percent of poor peo-
ple now live in extremely
high poverty neighborhoods. 

Starting in the 1990s, the
federal government signifi-
cantly reshaped housing pol-
icy to address the problem of
concentrated poverty. Rec-
ognizing that public housing
projects were creating the
very environments they
were designed to eliminate,
Congress authorized the
HOPE Vi program in 1992.
This program provided
funding to demolish public
housing complexes, in many
cases replacing them with
mixed income communities.
While these new communi-
ties were intended to reduce
poverty concentration by en-
couraging middle class and
poor families to share the
same neighborhood, the
HOPE Vi program did not
give residents a right to re-
turn to the redeveloped com-
munity, and failed to provide
one-for-one replacement of
public housing units. This
contributed to a reduction
the nation's supply of public
housing, and also meant that
many of the original tenants
would not be part of the

newly developed commu-
nity. 

The families who did not
or could not return to public
housing after HOPE Vi
joined the millions of poor
families already participating
in the Department of Hous-
ing and urban Develop-
ment's Housing Choice
Voucher (HCV) program.
HCV (formerly Section 8) is
the largest housing program
in the country, subsidizing
over 2.2 million households,

twice the number served by
traditional public housing
projects. The voucher pro-
gram provides tenants with a
rent subsidy, which they can
use to lease any private-mar-
ket unit renting at or lower
than 40-50 percent of the
metropolitan area median
rent.

Because vouchers are not
attached to specific develop-
ments, the HCV program
should theoretically work to
de-concentrate poverty by al-
lowing poor families to
move to more affluent neigh-
borhoods than they would
otherwise be able to afford. 

yet despite this potential,
voucher holders usually
struggle to move out of poor
neighborhoods -on the wh-
ole, they are no more likely
to relocate to low-poverty
communities than poor
renters who do not receive
federal housing assistance.
There are also significant
racial differences in the pro-
gram. Minority voucher
users are even less likely

than whites to move to better
communities, and the pro-
portion of voucher recipients
in such neighborhoods
shrinks when recipients are
mostly black and unassisted
households are mostly white.
in sum, the HCV program
falls short of its full potential
to facilitate moves by low-in-
come families out of poor
neighborhoods. 

A multi-year study of
family dynamics and hous-
ing mobility that we con-

ducted in Mobile, Alabama
helps explain why the pro-
gram doesn't work as de-
signed. 

While the story of hous-
ing and segregation is well
known in larger "rust belt"
cities in the northeast and
Midwest, less is known
about how these processes
play out in smaller cities, and
cities in the South. Almost a
quarter of the HCV house-
holds in the Mobile area live
in the highest poverty neigh-
borhoods. Between 2009 and
2012, we talked with more
than 100 low-income African
American families across
Mobile about the places they
had lived in the past, their
reasons for moving, and their
neighborhood characteris-
tics, children, finances, and
family dynamics. 

The difficulties begin be-
fore the families even receive
their subsidy. Because the
supply of vouchers lags far
behind the demand, housing
authorities often maintain
waitlists that are thousands

of names long. in many
cities, the names on the wait-
lists are so stale that admin-
istrators have abandoned a
"first come, first served" pol-
icy and instead select fami-
lies randomly when turnover
vouchers become available.

Once families do receive
their voucher, they are lim-
ited in the amount of time
they have to search for a unit.
With such a high demand,
housing authorities are under
pressure to rescind the

voucher if a family can't find
a unit in the allotted time, in
order to let the next person
on the waitlist use it. 

Mothers responded to
this time crunch in a number
of ways that reduced their
chances of moving out of
poor neighborhoods and into
higher opportunity areas.
Some relied on their social
networks to refer them to a
landlord-this common prac-
tice eased anxiety about run-
ning out of search time and
being left without housing,
but often meant that families
took a housing unit in a poor
or segregated neighborhood,
because a relative in such a
neighborhood saw a "for
rent" sign down the street, or
were themselves renting
from the same landlord. 

Another significant fac-
tor that limits the geographic
scope of the housing search
is "the list," a sheet of avail-
able properties and partici-
pating landlords given to
families by the housing au-
thority. Many people said the

list was their primary re-
source during the housing
search, and some believed
(incorrectly) that they were
not allowed to use their
vouchers at places which
were not on the list. After re-
viewing the list, we found
that there were nearly 200
properties on it, but only nine
were in non-segregated
neighborhoods in the city,
and only seven were in non-
poor neighborhoods. 

Clearly, families who use
the HCV program face a
number of constraints that
limit their ability to make a
careful, calculated search for
housing. not only do they
face difficulties finding af-
fordable housing where land-
lords will take their voucher
in the first place, but with the
loud ticking clock on their
voucher, they are often
forced into desperate and last
minute choices about where
to live. Landlord referrals,
the housing authority's lim-
ited property list, and a gen-
eral unfamiliarity with better
off neighborhoods helped
channel families into other
poor, segregated neighbor-
hoods. under these circum-
stances, it would be mislead-
ing to say that many of the
families were affirmatively
"choosing" their neighbor-
hoods. 

These barriers are rein-
forced by some aspects of the
HCV program's administra-
tion that reduce the capacity
and incentive for public
housing authorities to imple-
ment programs that leverage
vouchers to de-concentrate
poverty. For example, the
way that HuD has tradition-
ally chosen to set maximum
"Fair Market Rents" (FMRs),
at the 40th (or 50th) per-
centile of overall metropoli-
tan rents, tends to place
rental units in many higher
opportunity communities out
of reach.

While the constraints are
daunting, there are policy
changes that can directly im-
pact them, some of which are
currently under consideration
at HuD:

•Give more weight to the
poverty de-concentration fac-
tor in the tool HuD uses to
evaluate the administration of
HCV.

•Streamline the portabil-
ity process.

•Experiment with smaller
area FMR limits, which
would set voucher rents by
zip code rather than metro-
politan area, thus increasing
the rent limit in better neigh-
borhoods while decreasing it
in high poverty ones.

•Extend the voucher
search time, especially for
families who are trying to
rent the difficult to find units
in better neighborhoods.

•Expand special "mobil-
ity programs" that have been
implemented in several met-
ropolitan areas; these pro-
grams provide counseling to
low-income, minority fami-
lies to help them find housing
in low poverty or non-segre-
gated neighborhoods and to
stay there. 

While the nation's public
housing policy is touted as al-
lowing poor families the free-
dom and "choice" to move to
better neighborhoods, our re-
search shows that is fre-
quently not the case. The re-
ality is that many low-income
families are stuck living in
high poverty, racially segre-
gated areas. 

Stefanie DeLuca is Assoc.
Professor of Sociology at
Johns Hopkins University.
America's Wire is an inde-
pendent, nonprofit news serv-
ice run by the Maynard Insti-
tute for Journalism Educa-
tion. 

For more information,
visit www.americaswire.org
or contact Michael K. Frisby
at mike@frisbyassociates.
com.  

Editor’s note: UNNATU-
RAL CAUSES is the ac-
claimed documentary series
broadcast by PBS and now
used by thousands of organi-
zations around the country to
tackle the root causes of our
alarming socio-economic and
racial inequities in health. A
photo from the series was
shared.

www.NorthDallasGazette.com Cover  Story

HUD Voucher program fails to relocate
families from poor neighborhoods

Scene from Unnatural Causes, a documentary on the health implications of inequity



By KEnDRiA BROWn, 

NDG inTERn

After receiving proba-

tion for assaulting Rihanna

in February 2009, and

fighting Drake in a new

york nightclub in June

2012, the singer may now

have more trouble to come.

Brown is accused of

punching singer Frank Oc-

ean over a parking space in

Los Angeles over the

weekend. 

Frank Ocean’s popular

songs include novacane

and Swim Good, but he and

Brown have had a Twitter

feud going for a minute. 

After the incident,

Ocean tweeted about his in-

jury, stating he "got jumped

by Chris and a couple

guys.” “Cut my finger now

i can't play w two hands at

the Grammys.” This year,

Ocean is up for six

Grammy nominations that

will air on Feb. 10 in Los

Angeles.

in response to

the allegations,

Brown likened

himself to Jesus

on the cross. He

tweeted, “Paint-

ing the way i feel

today. Focus on

what matters!"

with a portrait of

a crucified Jesus

on the cross on

his instagram. 

According to

some sources,

Ocean started the

fight. However,

according to oth-

ers, Brown punched Ocean

after he refused to shake his

hand.

Brown is currently on

probation and this could re-

sult in a violation which

would result in him facing

jail time, depending on how

a judge rules in this case. 

One of Brown’s most

recent songs, Don’t Judge

Me talks about how a situa-

tion can turn ugly before it

gets beautiful. Do you be-

lieve this to be Brown’s

case? Furthermore, do you

think Brown has violated

his probation or are the

facts not straight? Share

your thoughts on our web-

site www.northDallasGaz-

ette.com or Facebook.com/

northDallasGazette

NDG Gossip: More trouble
for Chris Brown?

Chris Brown

Car Review
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Arts & Entertainment Check out Arts and Entertainment Calendar on www.NorthDallasGazette.com

Do you have a upcoming event? Send information to: Entertainment@NorthDallasGazette.com

This Valentines Day

treat your sweetheart to the

smooth sounds of your fa-

vorite R&B singers on the

Love Train by registering

for a chance to to win on

Facebook.com/northDal-

lasGazette.com. Old Scho-

ol 94.5 Presents Love Train

“A night Full Of Love” at

American Airlines Center

on Thursday, February 14

at 5:00 pm.  The very spe-

cial Valentine night per-

formances include the

iconic Patti LaBelle, Heads

of State (featuring legends

Bobby Brown, Johnny Gill,

and Ralph Tresvant), with

special guests Phil Perry,

Tony Terry, Michael Coo-

per, Larry Dodson, and

Glen Jones.    

Beautiful, simply does

not describe the incompara-

ble force known to the

world as Patti LaBelle.  As

time continues to evolve,

the soulful songbird’s name

has become synonymous

with grace, style, elegance

and class.  Belting out clas-

sic rhythm and blues rendi-

tions, pop standards and

spiritual sonnets have cre-

ated the unique platform of

versatility that Ms. Patti is

known and revered for.  As

she continues into her

fourth decade of perform-

ing, the Philadelphia maven

will be headlining the Old

School 94.5 Love Train

event February 14th, 2013. 

So how do you get tick-

ets? One you can register

to win via our Facebook

page at Facebook.com/

NorthDallasGazette or

you can call the American

Airlines Center box office

or you can call Ticketmas-

ter at 800-745-3000.

Still time to win tickets to see Patti labelle
and the Heads of State on Valentines



By FREDDiE ALLEn

W A S H i n G T O n
(nnPA) – The Great Reces-
sion has had its greatest im-
pact on African Americans,
who saw their net wealth de-
crease at a rate more than
four times faster than
Whites, according to a recent
report by united for a Fair
Economy, a Boston-based
research group that advo-
cates for economic equality,
Black families are losing
ground.

The report titled, “State
of the Dream 2013: A Long
Way From Home” found that
as  White families lost 6.7
percent of their average net
wealth from 2007 to 2010,
net wealth for Black families
dropped by 27.1 percent.

“Wealth disparities, the
legacy of white supremacy

in the united States, are
among the largest, most per-
sistent, and damaging as-
pects of racial inequality,”
the report stated.  According
to the report, net worth of
White families is more than
six times higher than the av-
erage net worth of Black
families.

Federal policies that
compounded the wealth dis-
parities that existed during
the Jim Crow era can be
linked to rapid expansion of
the middle class following
World War ii.

After World War ii, the
federal government launched
a number of initiatives and
public investment programs
that contributed to the
growth of the middle class –
a White middle class. Blacks
were often blocked from tak-

ing part in those same pro-
grams that assisted White
families in securing stable
jobs and buying their first
homes, the report observes.

As civil rights legislation
sought to level the playing
field during the 1960s, those
same programs that aided
Whites in acquiring wealth
through home ownership
began to evaporate.

“Meanwhile, the finan-
cial wealth and social capital
that had accumulated for the
White middle class was
transferred from one genera-
tion to the next ensuring that
the inequalities of the past
live on,” the report con-
cluded.

As Whites accumulated
wealth, Black families ac-
crued more debt while chas-
ing  the American Dream.

Today, White families
carry 17 percent of their net
worth in debt, but Black
families owe more than half
(53 percent) of their net
worth in debt.

“The [housing] crisis
was about people being
over-leveraged and commu-
nities as a whole carrying to
much debt relative to what
they owned,” said Tim Sulli-
van, federal policy coordina-
tor for united for a Fair
Economy and co-author of
the State of the Dream re-
port.

Blacks keep almost half
(48.6 percent) of their wealth
wrapped up in their homes,
making it harder to access
those assets in times of
emergency. For White fami-
lies, the value of their home
is 27.9 percent of their total

assets.
Because Blacks tied so

much of their financial fu-
tures to their homes, when
the housing market col-
lapsed, their slice of the
American Dream collapsed
as well.

Whites also held 10
times more of their assets in
stocks, bonds and cash in
banks than Blacks. This bal-
ance enabled White families
to weather the crisis better
than Black families.

“Federal policies that en-
courage home ownership as
both housing and asset build-
ing strategies play a signifi-
cant role in continuing the
wealth divide,” according to
the report.

The top 5 percent of in-
come earners received more
than a 30 percent of the

home interest mortgage de-
duction benefits. The bottom
80 percent received only 21
percent of the benefit, ac-
cording to the report.

“We should be looking to
pull more people up to the
middle class rather than giv-
ing more benefits to the
wealthiest and people that
are doing well,” said Sulli-
van.

Even though the State of
the Dream report acknowl-
edges that there are no easy
solutions to closing the racial
wealth gap, lawmakers ig-
nore the problem at the peril
of the nation.

The report offered a
number of recommendations
for closing the gap includ-
ing: “separating housing and
wealth creation policies, im-

since the enactment of credit
card reform. it also speaks to
emerging challenges.  

While opponents of credit
card reform predicted that the
Credit CARD Act would lead
to higher prices and shrinking
credit availability, those
claims were never realized.
According to CRL, “Oppo-
nents of the Credit CARD Act
raised fears that the reforms
would result in the unin-
tended consequence of re-
stricting consumers’ access to
credit. This has been proven
unfounded.” 

Additionally, a series of
credit card enforcement ac-
tions in 2012 by the Con-
sumer Financial Protection
Bureau (CFPB) resulted in
consumers receiving nearly
half a billion dollars in re-
funds. Governmental penal-
ties were added to these re-
funds at an additional cost of
$66.5 million. 

Despite these encourag-
ing developments, debt re-
mains a weighty financial
burden for millions of Amer-
icans. After examining con-
sumer activity from 2000 to
2012, CRL found that credit
card debt rose over a full
decade from $172 billion in
2000 to $855 billion in 2012.
The only consumer debts that
surpassed credit cards were
housing, cars, and student
loans. 

Many low and moderate
income households still turn
to credit cards to pay for basic

expenses at the rate of 40 per-
cent. Credit card debt has also
stemmed from out-of-pocket
medical costs for 47 percent
of low and middle income
families. And among families
struggling with the challenges
of employment, 86 percent
racked up credit card debt.  

Further, new financial
challenges are emerging with
a seven-year surge in the use
of prepaid cards. in 2009
alone, six billion prepaid card
transactions totaled $140 bil-
lion in the u.S. 

in addition to consumers,
many governmental benefits
are shifting towards payment

via prepaid cards and some
employers now offer prepaid
cards instead of traditional
payroll checks. 

“Prepaid credit cards can
provide convenience and
safety”, states CRL, “but
these advantages can be
quickly eroded by high fees.
Many prepaid cards come
with significant charges – fees
to sign up, deposit money,
check a balance, use an ATM,
and cancel the account.” 

“Because the disclosure
of fees varies from card to
card – many are hidden alto-
gether – consumers have dif-
ficulty knowing what their

costs will be, let alone com-
parison shopping”, the report
said. 

CRL urges continued
state and federal enforce-
ments and strong defense of

both the CFPB and the Credit
CARD Act. For prepaid
cards, CRL will analyze
credit features, mandatory ar-
bitration and the effect of
overdraft fees. 

Charlene Crowell is a
communications manager
with the Center for Responsi-
ble Lending. She can be
reached at:Charlene.crow-
ell@responsiblelending.org.

CARDS, continued from Page 1
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LEGAL NOTICE

For detailed odds and game information, visit txlottery.org or call 1-800-37LOTTO. 
Must be 18 or older to purchase a ticket. The Texas Lottery supports Texas Education. 
© 2013 Texas Lottery Commission. All rights reserved.

These Texas Lottery Commission Scratch-Off games will be closing soon:

Game # Game Name / Odds $
Official 
Close of 
Game

End  
Validations  

Date

1391 Platinum Card - Overall Odds are 1 in 4.14 $2 02/01/13 07/31/13

1414 Diamond Dollars - Overall Odds are 1 in 4.73 $2 02/01/13 07/31/13

1422 Rockin’ 9’s  - Overall Odds are 1 in 4.73 $2 02/16/13 08/15/13

1459 10X The Money - Overall Odds are 1 in 3.47 $5 02/25/13 08/24/13

1470 Holiday Doubler - Overall Odds are 1 in 3.18 $10 02/28/13 08/27/13

1466 Merry Millions - Overall Odds are 1 in 3.03 $20 03/01/13 08/28/13

1302 Magnificent 7’s - Overall Odds are 1 in 3.56 $7 04/03/13 09/30/13

1336 Veterans Cash - Overall Odds are 1 in 4.15 $2 04/03/13 09/30/13

1418 Fire & Ice 5’s - Overall Odds are 1 in 3.83 $5 04/03/13 09/30/13

1421 King’s Ransom - Overall Odds are 1 in 3.87 $5 04/03/13 09/30/13

1436 World Series Of Poker® - Overall Odds are 1 in 3.15 $10 04/03/13 09/30/13

1462 Haunted Tripler - Overall Odds are 1 in 4.66 $2 04/03/13 09/30/13

Blacks bear brunt of Great Recession wealth losses
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ADOPTION

PREGNANT? CONSID-

ERING ADOPTION?

You choose from fami-

lies nationwide.

LIVING EXPENSES

PAID. Abby's One True

Gift Adoptions. 866-413-

6292, 24/7

Void/Illinois

AUTOS WANTED

TOP CASH FOR CARS,

Any Car/Truck, Running

or Not. Call for INSTANT

offer: 1-800-454-6951

ELECTRONICS

Direct To Home Satellite

TV $19.99/mo. Free In-

stallation FREE HD/DVR

Upgrade Credit/Debit

Card Req. Call 1-800-

795-3579

MISCELLANEOUS

CASH FOR CARS, Any

Make or Model! Free

Towing. Sell it TODAY.

Instant offer: 1-800-864-

5784

CANADA DRUG CEN-

TER. Safe and afford-

able medications. Save

up to 90% on your med-

ication needs. Call 1-

888-734-1530 ($25.00

off your first prescription

and free shipping.)

AIRLINE CAREERS

begin here - Become an

Aviation Maintenance

Tech. FAA approved

training. Financial aid if

qualified - Housing avail-

able. Job placement as-

sistance. Call AIM

(866) 453-6204

ATTEND COLLEGE

ONLINE from Home.

*Medical, *Business,

*Criminal Justice, *Hos-

pitality. Job placement

assistance. Computer

available. Financial Aid if

qualified. SCHEV Au-

thorized 800-494-3586

www.CenturaOnline.com

Meet singles right now!

No paid operators, just

real people like you.

Browse greetings, ex-

change messages and

connect live. Try it free.

Call now 1-888-909-

9905

REAL ESTATE

20 Acres Free! Buy 40-

get 60 acres. $0-

Down, $198/mo.

Money Back Guarantee

No Credit Checks!

Beautiful Views. West

Texas 1-800-843-7537

sunsetranches.com

WANTED TO BUY

CA$H PAID- up to

$26/Box for unexpired,

sealed DIABETIC TE-

ST STRIPS. Habl-amos

Espanol. 1-800-371-

1136

DIABETIC TEST ST-

RIPS Wanted Check us

out Online! All Major

Brands Bought Dts-

buyer.com 1-866-446-

3009

Wants to purchase min-

erals and other oil and

gas interests. Send de-

tails to P.O. Box 13557,

Denver, Co. 80201

Reader Advisory: the national Trade Association we belong to has purchased the following classifieds. Determining the value of their service or product is advised by this publication. in order to avoid misunderstandings, some ad-

vertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order selling and other businesses at home. under nO circumstance should you

send any money in advance or give the client your checking, license iD, or credit card numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair company does business only over the

phone it is illegal to request any money before delivering its service. All funds are based in uS dollars. 800 numbers may or may not reach Canada.

To advertise call 972-509-9049 Email (ad for quote) opportunity@northdallasgazette.com

CADNET/NORTH DALLAS GAZETTE
National and local Classified Advertising Network

Community Calendar Visit www.NorthDallasGazette.com and click on Community Calendar for more events!

Weeknights 

Award-winning journalist
Cheryl Smith: Cheryl’s
World provides informative
talk, commentary and inter-
esting guests Tune in week-
nights at 6 p.m., Sundays 8
a.m. & Saturdays at noon
on Blog Talk Radio or call
646-200-0459 to listen.

Daily 

Activity Time Highland
Hills at Highland Hills
Branch Library, 3624 Simp-
son Stuart Rd.; 214-670-
0987

Personal Views: Texas
Black Folk Artists at
African American Museum,
3536 Grand Ave.; 214-565-
9026

Every Tuesday

Dallas Comedy House
Open Mic at 2645 Com-
merce St; 214-741-4448

Through February 9

“Under the Yum-Yum
Tree” by GCT at
Granville Arts Center –
Small Theatre; 972-205-
2790

Through March 3

Goodnight Moon at the
Dallas Children's Theater
brings a favorite book to

life. Savor the whimsical
and rich world of a child’s
imagination with stars, air
and noises everywhere!
This fanciful poem of
goodnight wishes comes to
life as an extravaganza of
enchantment, singing, dan-
cing and puppetry. Rose-
wood Center for Family
Arts at 5938 Skillman
Street in Dallas.

February 1 - 3

Youth America Grand
Prix Semi-Finals at The
irving Arts Center in the
Carpenter Performance
Hall, 3333 n. MacArthur
Blvd. The student ballet
scholarship competition
that awards over $250,000
annually in scholarships to
leading dance schools
worldwide. Cost is $5 at
the door. info: 972-252-
7558

February 1

Piccadilly Circus all day
at Diamond T Arena, 6900
E Sherman Drive in Den-
ton; 941-552-9952

The Murder Mystery
Company Presents: "To-
tally 80's, Totally Mur-
der" at Edison’s, 1724
Cockrell Street at 7-10 pm;
888-643-2583

February 2

Dallas Opera Family
Concert at AT&T Per-
forming Arts Center, 2403
Flora St. at 2 pm; 214-443-
1000

Free Lawn Care Seminar
at Richland College Fannin
Hall, 12800 Abrams Road
at 9 -11 a.m.; 214-670-
3155

Harlem Globetrotters at
the American Airline Cen-
ter at 2 p.m. & 7 p.m.

The Joey Riley Show at
Granville Arts Center –
Brownlee Auditorium; 817-
455-7783

February 3

"My Heart Belongs to
Chocolate" Valentine's
Chocolate Tour at Empire
Baking Company, 5450 W.
Lovers Lane at 1-4:15 p.m.;
972-814-5997

February 4

Get Your Bump On! at
Medical City Children’s
Hospital Atrium, 7777 For-
est Lane at 6:30 -8:30 pm;
972-566-7000

Knees Not What They
Used To Be? at Medical

City Dallas Hospital,
Building E, Auditorium,
7777 Forest Lane at 6-7
p.m.; 972-566-7000

February 6

Portland Trail Blazers vs.
Dallas Mavericks at
American Airlines, 2500
Victory Avenue at 7 p.m.;
214-222-3687

February 7

Heartfelt Chocolate and
Wine Tour, presented by
Dallas by Chocolate at
Two Corks and a Bottle,
2650 Laclede at 6-9 p.m.;
972-814-5997

Sharing the Beauty of a
Photography Collection at
Latino Cultural Center,
2600 Live Oak at Good La-
timer at 7 p.m.

February 9

Beer & Chocolate Tasting
at The Ginger Man- Dallas,
2718 Boll Street at 2:30
p.m.; 214-754-8771 

Dallas' Best Ethnic Mar-
kets Tour at Hong Kong
Supermarket, 9780 Walnut
at 1-4:15 p.m.; 972-814-
5997 

Golden State Warriors vs.
Dallas Mavericks at
American Airlines Center,
2500 Victory Avenue at
7:30 p.m.; 214-222-3687

Hot Chocolate 15/5K at
Fair Park Dallas, 1300
Robert B. Cullum Boule-
vard; 214-670-8400

Pure Chocolate Valentine
Tour, presented by Dallas
by Chocolate at Donna’s
Pie House Café, 5600 W.
Lovers Lane at 1-4:15 p.m.;
972-814-5997

February 10

My Chocolate Valentine
Tour, presented by Dallas
by Chocolate at Empire
Baking Company, 5450 W.
Lovers Lane at 1-4:15 p.m.;
972-814-5997

February 11

Atlanta Hawks vs. Dallas
Mavericks at American
Airlines Center, 2500 Vic-
tory Avenue at 7:30 p.m.;
214-222-3687

February 12-24

Catch Me If You Can at
Music Hall at Fair Park,
909 First Avenue at Parry;
(855) 289-2856

February 14

Valentine's Day Chocolate
Romance Tour, presented by
Dallas by Chocolate at Times
Ten Cellars, 6324 Prospect at
6-9 p.m.; 972-814-5997

February 15

Keith & Margo’s 23rd An-
nual St. Valentine’s Mas-
sacre at Omni Dallas Hotel at
Park West, 1590 LBJ Freeway
at 7- 11 p.m.; 972-263-5178

Garland Symphony Orches-
tra, Concert V at Granville
Arts Center – Brownlee Audi-
torium; 972-926-0611

February 19

Mike Tyson: Undisputed
Truth at Verizon Theatre at
Grand Prairie, 1001 Perform-
ance Place at 8 p.m.; $40-
$300; 972-854-5050

February 23

14th Annual Black Tie Gala
Fundraiser at Downtown
Dallas Sheraton Hotel at 6
p.m.; 972-234-1007 

March 21

17th Annual Spirit of Con-
tact Luncheon at Hyatt-Re-
gency, Landmark Ballroom, at
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.; Keynote
speaker is Mrs. Laura Bush,
Former First Lady; www.con-
tactcrisis.org



plementing better targeted
asset building strategies, and
encouraging alternative ow-
nership models.”

The report offered case
studies from Cleveland,
Ohio and Austin, Texas
where worker-owned busi-
ness cooperatives have made
a positive impact on local

communities. Four years
ago, the Evergreen Coopera-
tives in Cleveland were cre-
ated to combat high unem-
ployment in the city. now,
the worker-owned Evergreen
Laundry Cooperative cleans
more than 10 tons of linen
annually. The laundry busi-
ness, a solar panel installa-
tion service and a green-
house business, are “thriv-
ing” according to the case
study.

Regina Massey, one of
the worker-owners at the
laundry co-op was quoted in
the case study.

“it’s great,” said Mas-
sey. “i get to own my house,
stay in my house, pay my
bills.”

Seven former TWC employees convicted for filing false claims
AuSTin — An investi-

gation by the Texas Work-
force Commission (TWC)
and the u.S. Department of
Labor (DOL) Office of in-
spector General (OiG) of a
former TWC employee and
six others has resulted in con-
victions on charges stemming
from a scheme to file false
unemployment insurance
(ui) benefits claims totaling
$61,617.

Former San Antonio
workforce center employee
Sylvia Hawkins was con-
victed on one count of mail
fraud conspiracy, ordered to
serve five years’ probation,
pay all or part of $61,617 in
restitution, and serve 200
hours of community service. 

The investigation re-
vealed false claims, conspir-
acy, mail fraud and theft of
government benefits, and oc-
curred while Hawkins was
employed by TWC. TWC
discovered that Hawkins
coached her family and
friends on how to file false
ui claims using fictitious
employers. Hawkins also
abused her access to the
TWC benefits mainframe
system to enter the fabri-
cated claims. The case was
presented to the u.S. Attor-
ney’s Office, Western Dis-
trict, on May 5, 2010. 

“TWC takes these of-
fenses very seriously,” said
TWC Chairman Andres Al-
cantar. “The ui benefits pro-

gram is designed to help
those out of work through no
fault of their own, and we
pursue those who try to steal
from it.”

The use of the u.S.
Postal service also was an in-
tegral part of this scheme to
defraud TWC as the false
claims generated multiple
pieces of correspondence to
the false claimants and al-
leged employers. 

“The ui benefits pro-
gram is here to help those
Texans who need some as-
sistance while looking for
another job,” said TWC
Commissioner Representing
Labor Ronny Congleton.
“Our investigations unit also
is here to make sure we re-

cover the funds stolen from
their intended purpose.”

Also convicted in the
scheme were:

• Matthew Saenz, guilty
of theft of government prop-
erty and ordered to pay
$3,642 in restitution. Saenz
also received one year pro-
bation.

• Mary Jane Gonzalez,
guilty of mail fraud conspir-
acy and ordered to pay all or
part of $19,591 in restitution.
Gonzalez also received five
years’ probation.

• Mark Gonzalez, guilty
of mail fraud conspiracy and
ordered to pay all or part of
$19,591 in restitution. Gon-
zalez also received five
years’ probation.

• Johnny Gonzalez, guilty
of mail fraud conspiracy and
ordered to pay all or part of
$19,591 in restitution. Gonza-
lez also received a 12-month
and one-day prison term and
three years’ supervised release.

• norma Saenz, guilty of
mail fraud conspiracy and or-
dered to pay all or part of
$61,167 in restitution. Saenz
also received five years’ pro-
bation.

• yvonne Rivette, guilty of
mail fraud conspiracy and or-
dered to pay all or part of
$61,167 in restitution. Rivette
also received five years’ pro-
bation.

TWC’s Regulatory in-
tegrity Division (RiD) is

charged with detecting and
preventing fraud, waste and
abuse. RiD enforces all regu-
latory statutes within the ju-
risdiction of the agency, in-
cluding Tax, Workforce,
Trade Act, Skills Develop-
ment Fund, Self-Sufficiency
Fund, Child Care Develop-
ment Fund and all other pro-
grams that TWC administers.
Prevention, detection and
elimination of fraud, waste
and abuse in the ui benefits
program are top priorities; en-
suring funds are available ex-
clusively to those who meet
the eligibility requirements.

“Our agency takes the
issue of claim fraud very se-

See CLAIMS, Page 15
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www.NorthDallasGazette.com Contact 972-509-9049 for Career Opportunity Advertising

Attention Suppliers of Goods,
Services and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
www.bidsync.com

www.garlandpurchasing.com

972-205-2415

Advertising Account Manager
Needed Immediately

Must be
• A good telemarketer
• Willing and able to cold call effectively
• Have reliabletransportation
• Skilled in MS Wordand Excel
• Able to demonstrate good people skills
• Able to work in Plano and surrounding areas

Interested candidates should email resume to
publisher@northdallasgazette.com

GRAPHIC ARTIST
Small Community newspaper

looking for a partime

student graphic artist.

Prefer student (intern) that's

available on a per project basis.

Must have knowledge of

Quark and indesign software.

Work will be done

at company office.

Must be professional and

dependable.  Fax resumes to:

972-509-9058, or email to:

inquiries1909@gmail.com

Accepting Applications and Testing for

Police Officer (Recruit) 

Police Officer II (Certified) 

Application Deadline:
February 22, 2013

Written & Physical Exam:
March 2, 2013

For more information and to apply:
www.cityofallen.org/police

Store Management
Opportunities

Hobby Lobby is a leader
in the Arts & Crafts indus-
try with 530 stores and
growing located in 46
states. Candidates must
have previous retail store
management experience in
one of the following:

Supermarket chain,
Craft chain Mass mer-
chant, Drug chain Build-
ing supply chain

Must be willing to
relocate.

Benefits include:
•  All Stores Closed on 

Sunday!
•  Competitive Salaries
•  Paid Vacations
•  401K Plan
•  Medical/Dental
•  Life insurance
•  Merchandise Discount
•  Flex Spending Plan

Qualified Candidates
who are self motivated

and top performers
must apply online.

www.hobbylobby.com
EOE

RECESSION, continued from Page 11



AVENUE F CHURCH

OF CHRIST IN PLANO

February 2013

For those in need and live in the
75074 and 75075 Zip Codes area,
CALL TODAy about Avenue F
Family Health Center’s (AFFHC)
Community Clinic.  you can also
set an appointment at 214-380-
9713.  Read this information on
the following websites:
www.affhc.org and/or www.ave-
fchurchofchrist.org   

Mondays – Fridays

Call 972-423-8833 for AFFECT,
inc. or email:
AFFECTxinc@aol.com  for
counseling services, resources
and assistance for job readiness
and training programs for indi-
viduals.  For couples we offer
services for marital relationships
and for ex-offenders we offer pro-
grams for getting back into the
work force.

February 3, 2013 8 a.m.

you’re invited to our Early Morn-
ing Worship Service; stay for
Bible Classes at 9:30 a.m. and for
Morning Worship at 10:45 a.m.  

February 6, 10 a.m.

Join us for Wednesday Morning
Bible Study at 10:30 a.m. and
come back at 7 p.m. for Prayer,
Praise and Songs as we worship
and praise God.

Brother Ramon Hodridge,

Minister of Education

1026 Avenue F

Plano, TX   75074

972-423-8833

www.avefchurchofchrist.org 

_________________________

BIBLE WAY COMMUNITY

BAPTIST CHURCH

February 3, 9:35 a.m.

you’re invited to our Sunday
School at 9 a.m. and to stay for

Morning Worship at 11 a.m. as
we worship and praise God.

February 6, 7 p.m.

Come to our Wednesday’s Bible
Study to learn more about God’s
Word and help us to praise and
worship His holy name.

Also bring your children to our
Wednesday night Children Pro-
gram, three things are incorpo-
rated when they come, children
learn and they play and have fun.

February 1, 7 p.m.

you’re invited to our Women’s
Fellowship as we praise God;
worship Him and Study His
Word.

February 2, 9 a.m.

Join us for Men’s Fellowship as
we worship and praise God; and
we study His Word.

Dr. Timothy Wilbert, Sr.

Senior Pastor

4215 N. Greenview Drive

Irving, TX   75062

972-257-3766

www.biblewayirving.org 

_________________________

CHRIST COMMUNITY

CHURCH IN RICHARDSON

February 3

Join us in our Sunday Worship
Service at 8:45 or 11 am.  Come
and be blessed by the Word of
God.

February 6, 7:30 p.m.

Come to Bible Study as we go
further in and deeper down into
God’s Word and we give Him all
of the glory, honor and praise.

February 10, 11 a.m.

you’re invited to celebrate our
14th Anniversary with guest
speaker Rev. Stephen Brown
from Greater Bethlehem Baptist
Church. 

Dr. Terrence Autry,

Senior Pastor

George Bush Fwy at Jupiter

Road

On the Garland/Richardson

Border

972-991-0200

www.followpeace.org 

_________________________

CHRISTIAN CHAPEL CME

TEMPLE OF FAITH

CHURCH

February 3

you’re invited to join us for our
Sunday Worship Experience at 8
a.m. or 10:45 a.m.  Come and be
blessed of God.

February 6

Join us for Bible Study at 7 p.m.
Rev. Kwesi R. Kamau,

Senior Pastor

14120 Noel Road

Dallas, TX

972-239-1120

www.cctof.org

______________________

DELIVERANCE

MINISTRIES

February 2013

For those in need visit Helen’s
House Tuesdays and Fridays (ex-
ceptions are bad weather and hol-
idays) to receive, to give, to com-
fort and to fellowship.  

Pastor Minnie

Hawthorne-Ewing

635 W. Campbell Road

Suite 210

Richardson, TX 75080

972-480-0200

________________________

FELLOWSHIP CHRISTIAN

CENTER CHURCH IN

ALLEN “The Ship”

Monday – Friday

9 a.m.-1 p.m.

TheShip3C’s Prayer Lines for

those that are in need are 972-649-
0566 and 972-649-0567 or they
may be submitted via email to:
prayerline@theship3c.org

February 3, 2013

Come and grow with us.  you’re
invited to a new series of teaching,
“Guaranteed Victory”.  God will
“Equip, Elevate, and Empower”
you; call the church for details.

February 6, 7 p.m.

Join us for our Church Wide Fast-
ing each Wednesday (100% juice
& water only); the fast begins at
12:01 am with our 1st prayer at
3:30 am; 2nd prayer at 12 noon,
and the closing prayer at 6 pm.
Then join us for Wednesday night
Live in the Joycie Turner Fellow-
ship Hall on Belmont Drive, with
old school prayer and testimony.
Also, come to our Corporate
Prayer and our Kidz Zone (an en-
vironment to equip children to
grow and to show God’s love.)

Dr.  W.  L. Stafford, Sr., Ed.D.

Senior Pastor

1550 Edelweiss Drive

In Allen for Sunday

Morning Worship.

Admin. Building Address

Is 200 W. Belmont Drive

Allen, TX   75013 

972-359-9956

www.theship3c.org 

________________________

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF HAMILTON PARK

“First Church”

February 3

you’re invited to our Sunday
Morning Service at 7:30 and
10:30 a.m.  

Dr. Gregory Foster,

Senior Pastor and

Rev. Anthony Foster, Pastor

300 Phillips Street

Richardson, TX   75081

972-235-4235

www.fbchp.org 

SAINT MARK MBC

IN MCKINNEY

February 3, 9:30 a.m.

Join us in our Morning Worship
Service and stay to enjoy our
Education Ministries at 10:45
a.m. 

Dr. Charles Wattley

Senior Pastor

1308 Wilcox Street

McKinney TX   75069

972-542-6178

www.saintmarkbc.org 

_________________________

SHILOH MBC IN PLANO

February 3,

8 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

Join us in our Sunday Morning
Worship Service.  After both
services ministers and deacons
are available to meet with you
for prayer or questions.

February 6, 7 p.m.

you’re invited to our Midweek
Service as we worship and
praise God.

Dr. Isaiah Joshua, Jr.

Senior Pastor

920 E. 14th Street

Plano, TX   75074

972-423-6695

www.smbcplano.org 

________________________

THE INSPIRING BODY

OF CHRIST CHURCH

February 3, at 7:30 a.m.

There will be only one service
for these two Sundays at the end
of the year. Join us as we wor-
ship, honor and magnify God’s
Holy name. 

February 4, 7 p.m.

Come to Monday School as we
study the Word of God.  We will
worship Him and praise His
Holy name.

Pastor Rickie Rush

7701 S. Westmoreland Road

Dallas, TX  75237

972-372-4262

www.ibocjoy.org

________________________

WORD OF LIFE CHURCH

OF GOD IN CHRIST

Early Prayer, 5 a.m.

Join us in prayer early in the
morning at 5 a.m. on Monday
– Thursday at 1-661-673-
8600, Code # 142219 and
please put your phone on
mute.  God will meet you and
prayer does change people,
things and situations.

February 3, 9:30 a.m.

Join us for Sunday School with
Elder/Superintendent Greg
Mason; Sis. Vicki Mason,
adult class teacher and Evan-
gelist Elizabeth McAfee, chil-
dren class teacher and Director
of our children’s choir.  Then
stay for Morning Service at 11
a.m. as we worship, honor and
praise God for His goodness.

February 5, 7:30 p.m.

you’re invited to our School of
The Prophets as Pastor Voss;
who is also a prophet, bring
the Word of God; and we wor-
ship and praise His Holy
name.

February 7, 7:30 p.m.

Join us in our Gift Stirring
night as Saints of God bring
God’s Word and reveal their
God-given talents.

Dr. Gregory E. Voss,

Senior Pastor

2765 Trinity Mills Road

Building 300

Carrollton, TX   75006

214-514-9147

www.wordoflife09@live.com

14 | January 31 - February 6, 2013 | North Dallas Gazette

Church Happenings www.NorthDallasGazette.com



Jan. 22, 2013 - Badmus
Law Firm, a Dallas-based
immigration law firm, is seek-
ing scholarship applicants for
its 3rd Annual American
Dream Scholarship, which
will recognize excellent im-
migrant high school seniors
in the Dallas-Fort Worth area.

“These scholarships will
help to fund the education of
students that have demon-
strated academic achievement
and excellence among their
peers.” said the firm’s
founder, Ann Massey Bad-
mus.

Badmus Law Firm’s
scholarship will be funded
by proceeds from its 3rd An-
nual immigrant Journey
Awards luncheon to be held
April 18, 2013 at the La
Cima Country Club in irv-
ing, Texas. The awards pro-
gram honors notable DFW
immigrants who have made
an impact on the immigrant
community or exhibited pro-
fessional excellence.

The American Dream
Scholarship will award three
extraordinary DFW immi-
grant high school seniors

with the following eligibil-
ity: Current high school (or
home-schooled) seniors at-
tending school in the DFW
area anticipating completion
of high school diploma at the
time of application. Student
must be planning to pursue a
degree at an accredited u.S.
post-secondary institution
and carrying a minimum 3.0
GPA at the end of their jun-
ior year of high school. Fi-
nally, the student must pos-
sess financial need.

Previous winners of the
awards include Manuel

Callebero, a high school
senior from irving and
Matthew Jauregi, a high
school senior from Dallas.

Those wishing to ap-ply
the American Dream Schol-
arship can obtain scholar-
ships forms at www.bad-
muslaw. com/ third-annual-
immi-grant-journey-awards
All applications must be re-
ceived by Thursday, Janu-
ary 31, 2013.

Badmus Law Firm is a
Dallas-based law firm that
helps immigrants nation-
wide obtain the government

approval they need to live
and work in the united
States. For more informa-

tion, please visit http://
www.badmuslaw. com
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My column this week

will close-out January

2013 with a Biography of

a man that changed the

world.  My father, Mr.

Lloyd David Demus, once

told me, “Strive to leave

the world a better place

than when you found it.”

Dr. King did just that, he

made a difference and we

are better off as a world.

Thank God for Dr. King.

On January 21, 2013
our nation celebrated the
life of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., a nobel Peace
Prize winner in 1968 at age
35 for his contributions to
our nation and to the
world.

Dr. King (January 15,
1929-April 4, 1968) was
born Michael Luther King,
Jr., but later had his name
changed to Martin. His
grandfather began the fam-
ily's long tenure as pastors
of the Ebenezer Baptist
Church in Atlanta honoring
and praising God, he
served from 1914 to 1931;
Dr. King’s father served
from then until his death;
and from 1960 until his
death Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. acted as co-pastor.

Dr. King attended seg-
regated public schools in
Georgia, graduating from
high school at the age of
15; he received his B. A.
degree in 1948 from
Morehouse College, a dis-
tinguished negro institu-
tion of Atlanta from which
both his father and grand-
father had graduated. 

After three years of
theological study at Crozer
Theological Seminary in
Pennsylvania where he
was elected president of a
predominantly white sen-
ior class, he was awarded
the B.D. in 1951. Dr. King
received his doctorate de-
gree in 1955.  in Boston he
met and married Coretta
Scott, a young woman of
uncommon intellectual
and artistic attainments.
Two sons and two daugh-
ters were born into the
family.

in 1954, Reverend
Martin Luther King, Jr. be-
came pastor of the Dexter
Avenue Baptist Church in
Montgomery, Alabama
and he was a member of
the executive committee
of the national Associa-
tion for the Advancement
of Colored People, the
leading organization of its
kind in the nation. 

in December 1955 he
accepted the leadership of
the first great Black nonvio-
lent demonstration of con-
temporary times in the
united States; the bus boy-
cott lasted 382 days. 

On December 21, 1956,
after the Supreme Court of
the united States had de-
clared unconstitutional the
laws requiring segregation
on buses, Blacks and whites
rode the buses as equals.

in 1957 he was elected
president of the Southern
Christian Leadership Con-
ference (SCLC), an organi-
zation formed to provide
new leadership for the now
burgeoning civil rights
movement. The ideals for
this organization he took
from Christianity; its opera-
tional techniques from
Gandhi. 

in the eleven-year period
between 1957 and 1968, Dr.
King traveled over six mil-
lion miles and spoke over
twenty-five hundred times,
appearing wherever there
was injustice, protest, and
action; and meanwhile he
wrote five books as well as
numerous articles. 

in these years, he led a
massive protest in Birming-
ham, Alabama, that caught
the attention of the entire

world, providing what he
called a coalition of con-
science. 

Dr. King planned voter
registration drives in Ala-
bama and he directed the
peaceful march on Washing-
ton, D.C., of 250,000 people
to whom he delivered his
address, "l Have a Dream",
he conferred with President

John F. Kennedy and cam-
paigned for President Lyn-
don B. Johnson.   

He was awarded five
honorary degrees; was
named Man of the year by
Time magazine in 1963; and
became not only the sym-
bolic leader of American
Blacks but also a world fig-
ure.

At the age of thirty-five,
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
was the youngest man to
have received the nobel
Peace Prize. When notified
of his selection, he an-
nounced that he would turn
over the prize money of
$54,123 to the furtherance
of the civil rights move-
ment.

The World Honors Dr. Martin luther King, Jr.

The Demus Twins with Their Sister and Nephew, L to R: 
Lloyd David (Twin A), Cheqwta Renese, Lloyd Eric (Twin B) and Cedrick

www.NorthDallasGazette.com Church Directory

Trouble?

Mention North Dallas Gazette and get
30 minutes telephone consultation free

214-749-0040
Gina Smith, Attorney at Law
2201 Main Street, Suite 400-11

Dallas, 75201
www.GinaSmithLaw.com

effective representation for a bad situation!!!

- Misdemeanors
- Felonies

- Federal cases

Dallas and Ellis
Counties

American Dream Scholarship

riously,” said TWC Commis-
sioner Representing Employers
Tom Pauken. “Our agency pro-
tects this program intended for
those who lose their job through
no fault of their own, and the
employers who fund it.”

TWC administers ui
benefits to workers who be-

come unemployed through
no fault of their own and are
actively seeking work. TWC
regularly cross-matches ui
claims with employer wage
reports and other databases
to detect possible ui fraud.
When TWC discovers that
claimants have received ui

benefits through fraudulent
applications, the agency
seeks immediate reimburse-
ment of overpayments. Ex-
amples of ui fraud include
giving false information and
failure to report self-em-
ployment or other earnings
while receiving ui benefits.

To report suspected ui
fraud, call the TWC Fraud
and Program Abuse Hotline
at 800-252-3642. For up-
dates on fraud convictions,
visit TWC’s website at
www.texasworkforce.org/ui/
bnfts/prosecutiondispo.html.
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By TERRi

SCHLiCHEnMEyER

Seventh Grade was a
long time ago.

years ago, as a matter
of fact, but the sting is still
there: acne, boys, angst,
drama, puberty, having one
foot in childhood and the
other in adulthood, and
teasing from cliques and
Mean Girls.

Argh. That last one
stings most of all. 

you thought you left
Junior High behind. So
how did you end up back
there when you landed your

dream job?  in the new
book Mean Girls at Work

by Katherine Crowley and

Kathi Elster, you’ll find
out, and you’ll learn how to
deal with it this time.

Logically, you want it
to be true: women support
one another in the work-
place and celebrate each
other’s success. We em-
brace sisterhood, fight glass
ceilings together and all
that. 

you want it to be true.
But you know better.

When the authors of
this book were asked to
give a seminar on “women
haters” in the workplace,
they reluctantly agreed and
were surprised to find a
“room full of transfixed
professional women.” The
issue, they quickly learned,

was big - a real
problem. They
also learned
through subse-
quent research
that, generally
s p e a k i n g ,
Mean Girls are
cruel “work-
place bullies”
determined to
take other
women down -
and there are
several levels
of meanness.

The meanest of the
Mean Girls think they have
to be that way to survive; to
them, other women should
be “eliminated” from the
workplace.  Very mean
girls are tough, insecure,
and quick to jealousy. Pas-
sively mean ones are those

who “acci-
d e n t a l l y ”
forget to tell
you about
that impor-
tant meet-
ing. Then
there are
women who
don’t mean
to be mean,
those who
don’t know
t h e y ’ r e
being mean,

and the ones who make you
want to be mean yourself. 

So, aside from crying in
your cubicle, what can you
do about Mean Girls at
work?

“Don’t Go There,” say
the authors in each chapter.
There are things you
shouldn’t do, and lots of

things you should: know
that, sometimes, you can’t
win. Keep a “cool dis-
tance” from toxic co-work-
ers. Don’t take mean
words to heart. understand
that Mean Girls are inher-
ently unhappy with them-
selves.

And if all else fails,
sharpen up that resume.
you’ll need it.

Adolescence was hard
and you were glad to leave
it behind. Who knew you’d
have to revisit it?  Who
knew you’d need a book
like Mean Girls at Work?

Sadly, authors Kather-
ine Crowley and Kathi El-
ster knew you would.
Their research shows that
meanness rears its ugly
head in nearly every office
so, though their counsel is

somewhat one-size-fits-all,
it’s timely. i appreciated
guidance on taking the
high road by avoiding
tempting reactions, and
their advice on when to
turn the situation over to a
higher office power is ex-
ceptionally helpful.    

yes, it can be argued
that this book is common-
sensical, but i think that if
you’re a recent college
grad, just got promoted, or
you’re starting a second
career, it’ll be helpful
nonetheless.  if that’s you,
then find this book because
you’ll find Mean Girls at
Work to be grade-A.

Mean Girls at Work by
Katherine Crowley and
Kathi Elster (McGraw
Hill, $24.00, 188 pages)
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Bible Way Community Baptist Church

Dr. Timothy J. Wilbert, Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sunday Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Wed Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Daily Radio broadcast: KGGR 1040  & 102.5 FM
10:00  A.M. - 10:25 A.M.
www.biblewayirving.org

4215 N. Greenview Dr.  • Irving, TX  75062
972-257-3766

The place where Jesus Christ is Lord
and the Word of God Transforms lives

9:35 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
7:00  P.M.

Avenue F Church of Christ
1026 Avenue F • Plano, TX  75074

972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchrist.org

Ramon Hodridge, Minister

Early Sunday Morning ...................8:00 am
Sunday Bible Class .........................9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship............10:45 am
Evening Worship ...........................3:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Class ..................7:00 pm

Radio Program @ 7:30 am on
KHVN 970 AM Sunday Mornings

Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church

Isiah Joshua, Jr.
Pastor

Worship Times: 8 and 11 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Mid-week: Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
Youth Church: Every 3rd, 4th,
and 5th Sunday at 10:45 a.m.

AWANA: Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
Contact Information: 972-423-6695

www.smbcplano.org

2013 Theme:
SMBC:  A church Focused on

Excellence while Teaching
the Word, Preaching the

Gospel, Reaching the World

Serving the Plano Community for 128 Years

Founded 1884

920 E 14th Street Plano, TX

NDG Book Review: “Mean Girls at Work” by Katherine Crowley and Kathi ElsterNDG Bookshelf

A highlight of the
luncheon will be Dr.
Mitchell-Brooks’ annual
Report to the Community
which details the outcomes
and impact of the invest-

ments of League supporters
who contribute their time
and funding. new members
of the Board of Trustees
will also be recognized.
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prevention program, and we’re
extremely delighted at the re-
sponse,” said Taylor.

individuals, neighbors or
neighborhood associations
host these parties and alert the

Police and Fire Departments
of the time and location by
registering their event. The
City assists with some materi-
als and technical assistance
and schedules visits from pub-

lic safety personnel. Officers
and firefighters will arrive, mix
with local residents, answer
questions, provide advice and
distribute contact information. 

individuals or groups

wishing to obtain assistance or
to alert the Police and Fire De-
parts. of their event should
contact either Det. Taylor at
972-468-4200 or Roni Brack-
ett at 972-468-4211.
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