
Last month during
the weekend of Inaugu-
ration events, Andrea
Collin spoke with U.S.
Congresswoman Eddie
Bernice Johnson on be-
half of the North Dallas
Gazette about what
President Barack Oba-
ma has accomplished

and the journey
ahead. The quick Q
& A included: 

What were a few
successes from the
first term of Presi-
dent Obama? -
“There are too many
to talk about. Presi-
dent Obama did not

have a Congress that was
attempting to help him
achieve anything like he
needed for the last four
years. The last four years
has spent trying to defeat
him and focusing on is-
sues like getting the job
bills passed. But really

  

Claim all of your eligible credits
and deductions this tax season

Free tax services save the cost of high-priced fees for seniors and low-to moderate income families
By CHARLENE CROWELL

When W-2 forms begin
arriving in the mail, it’s a
sure sign that tax season
has again returned. This
year however, there will be
a slight delay for tax filers.
Due to the lateness of tax
law changes made by Con-

gress, IRS will begin pro-
cessing returns on January
30. This date will apply re-
gardless of whether tax re-
turns are e-filed or on
paper. 

The consumer benefit
from this brief delay means
tax filers have more time to
identify and include every

available credit. Depending
upon family income, size
and filing status, several tax
credits can boost refunds –
especially among low and
moderate income house-
holds.  Applying every eli-
gible tax credit will maxi-
mize refunds.

By REv. JESSE L. 
JACkSON SR.
America stands at a

crossroads. We can take
the high road toward
equal access to high qual-
ity public education, reaf-
firm our commitment to
democratically elected
public officials, end the
failed war on drugs,
recommit to the right of
workers to bargain for
better conditions, lower
our dreadful rate of hyper-
incarceration and imple-
ment the affordable care
act. Or we can travel in

the opposite direction and
move the nation away
from equal opportunity
and justice. 

One reason our politi-
cal bodies are so sharply
divided is over this ques-
tion of justice. Some
Americans seem to be-
lieve that we have done
enough to achieve justice.
Others understand that the
struggle for justice and
equality is a continuing
American project that re-
quires patience and perse-
verance. 
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President Obama greets Defense Secretary Panetta
after delivering the State of the Union. Attorney Gen-
eral Eric Holder is seen at left. (Official White House
Photo by Pete Souza)

Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson offers 
reflections on Obama's first term and voting rights battle 

See JOHNSON,  Page 11

See TAX, Page 13

WASHINGTON —
Legendary civil rights ac-
tivist Rosa Parks was rec-
ognized with the U.S.
Postal Service release of a
new Forever Stamp in her
honor during the 44th
NAACP Image Awards in
Los Angeles.

In a taped message —
which aired live to audi-
ence members only during

the Image Aw-
ards program
— D e p u t y
P o s t m a s t e r
General Ro-
nald Stroman
highlighted a
new set of ci-
vil rights sta-
mps — inclu-
ding the stamp
honoring Par-

ks. Her re-
fusal to sit
in the back
of a Mont-
gomery, AL,
bus Dec. 1,
1955 ignited
a movement
that ultimat-
ely challen-
ged racial
segregation

and inspired others to sim-
ilar actions.

The Postal Service la-
unched a new set of civil
rights stamps Jan. 1 with
the Emancipation Procla-
mation Forever Stamp, is-
sued at The National
Archives in Washington,
DC. In August, the series
will culminate with the

USPS honors Rosa Parks with new stamp

See STAMP, Page 8

Win a copy
of Flight

read page 10
for details.

Allen Iverson loses parental custody rights
and ordered to attend AA meetings

Dallas County Judge Clay Jenkins, his family and Congress-
woman Eddie Bernice Johnson in Washington, DC last month.

Gladys Knight previews the Rosa Parks Forever
Stamp in the USPS Civil Rights Stamp Gallery back-
stage at NAACP Image Awards on Feb. 1 at The
Shrine Auditorium. (Photo by Todd Oren/WireImage)



A film based on a UT
Dallas professor’s novel, a
contemporary dance per-

formance and a sax-driven
jazz concert followed by a

night of classical chamber
music fill out an eclectic
week of entertainment for

the School of Arts and Hu-
manities.   

Tickets to all events are
free to UT Dallas stude-nts
with valid identification.
The schedule is as follows:

On Friday, Feb. 8, in the
Alexander Clark Center,
tenor saxophonist Houston
Person will play a night of
jazz. Person is known for
his soulful, hard-bop sound.
After years as producer and
house tenor for HighNote
Records and touring with
the vocalist Etta Jones, Per-
son is considered a master
of popular songs played in a
relaxed, highly accessible
style. The concert begins at
8 p.m.

The Amernet String
Quartet will wrap up the
week with a performance on
Saturday, Feb. 9, at 8 p.m. in
the Alexander Clark Center.
The New york Times de-
scribed the quartet’s per-
formances as "immensely
satisfying."  The quartet,

which serves as ensemble in
residence at Florida Interna-
tional University, includes
Julliard graduates Misha
vitenson (violin), Marcia
Littley (violin), Michael
klotz (viola) and Jason Cal-
loway (cello).

For both concerts, fac-
ulty and staff members pre-
senting their UT Dallas
Comet Cards will be admit-
ted free of charge at the
ticket office at the evening
of the event. In addition,
they may buy up to four ad-
ditional tickets for this con-
cert at the discounted price
of $5.

General admission tick-
ets for Friday’s concert are
$20 and $15 for Saturday’s
concert. $10 for non-UT
Dallas students. The ticket
office is open 2 to 5 p.m.
Friday and one hour before
show time. Tickets can be
purchased in advance online

or by calling 972-883-2552.
Tickets purchased in ad-

vance may be picked up at
the door prior to the show.

By GRELAN MUSE SR.
NEW ORLEANS, La. –

Baltimore Ravens line-
backer Ray Lewis won a
Super Bowl with his team
on Feb. 3, but the win is not
the only accolade the now
retired three-time defensive
player of the year earned in
New Orleans.

On Feb. 1, Lewis was
honored with the Lifetime
of Inspirations award during
the 14th Super Bowl Gospel
Celebration. The event was
held at Lakefront Arena at
University of New Orleans.

An extremely emo-
tional Lewis accepted the
award from his eldest son,
Ray Lewis III. The all-pro
was joined on stage by his
two daughters, younger
sons, and his mother, Sun-
seria Jenkins.

Lewis shared with the
audience the importance
God plays in his life and
the relationship he has
built with his family. He
discussed a conversation
he had with his biological
father that changed his
life.

“One day I went on a
six-hour ride with my bio-
logical father. I wanted my
dad to tell me all the things
he had to say to me that he
didn’t tell me as a child and
all the pain he had within
him. I wanted to hear it.
After that, we put it in the
past. Now, we have a better
relationship.”

Lewis said the move
also helped him become a
better father to his children.

“I encourage you all to
be responsible for rearing
their children and teaching
them respect. Be a parent
and not just their friend.”

The bond Lew-
is has with Jenkins
has always been
his strength. He
said he started lift-
ing weig-hts at an
early age to be-
come strong eno-
ugh protect her
from an abusive re-
lationship.

Lewis is only
the second person
the celebration has
honored. He joins
former NFL coach
and current Sunday
Nig-ht Football
analysis Tony Dun-

gy as the other award win-
ner.

The NFL-sanctioned
gospel celebration fea-
tured a star-studded sh-
ow with Grammy winner
Fantasia as the headlining
act. The singer said it was
a blessing to be able to
appear in the show.

“My life has been up
and down. I had to make
God the center of my life.
Doing so, I had to go back
to my foundation, the
church and singing gospel
music and re-establish the
relationship I had with

Tiffaney Dale Agency, a
full-service public relations
and marketing company based
in Dallas and Fort Worth, an-
nounced that its President and
CEO Tiffaney Dale Hunter re-
ceived a distinguished 2013
“Quest For Success Award” at
the Dallas Black Chamber of
Commerce’s 29th Annual
Quest For Success Awards
Luncheon. This celebratory
event was Monday, Feb. 4 at
the Dallas Convention Center-
Ballroom A at 12 noon.

“It is truly an honor to be
selected as a 2013 ‘Quest For
Success Award’ recipient,”

said Tiffaney Dale Hunter,
President and CEO of
Tiffaney Dale Agency. “I feel
extremely blessed and hon-
ored to be amongst the exem-
plary group of business own-
ers who have received this
prestigious award throughout
the past 28 years.”

Tiffaney Dale Hunter’s
professional accomplish-
ments, continuous leadership
and devout dedication to mak-
ing a positive impact in the
community earned her one of
this year’s coveted “Quest for
Success Awards.” Founded in
1985 by the Dallas Black

Chamber of Commerce,
CHASE and The Dallas
Morning News, the
“Quest For Success
Award” and luncheon
honors Dallas/Fort Wo-
rth African-American
entrepreneurs for their
remarkable business
achievements and out-
standing involvement in
the community. It is the
largest black history
month event of its kind
in the Southwest and the
largest business awards
program in the state of
Texas. During this
year’s 29th Annual
Quest For Success

Awards Luncheon,
Hunter along with
six other business
owners was hon-
ored with an award
and video presenta-
tion documenting
their professional
success and ac-
complishments.   

Tiffaney Dale
Hunter is a sea-
soned business and
community leader
who founded Tif-
faney Dale Agency
in 2006. As the
President and
CEO, she leads the
TDA talented team
of writers, special

event planners, graphic de-
signers and web designers in
crafting innovative branding
strategies, public relations and
marketing campaigns and
strategic events for small to
mid-size businesses in an
array of industries that include
healthcare, hospitality, retail
and development. Prior to
launching Tiffaney Dale
Agency, Tiffaney honed her
business and creative commu-
nications skills at Wyndham
International, one of the
world’s largest hospitality
companies, where she was
promoted to various areas
throughout her tenure includ-
ing investor relations, corpo-

Tiffaney Dale Hunter
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Last week we published
on the North Dallas Gazette
website the story Gun vio-
lence claims the lives of
Chicago mom’s 4 children
and the comment below
was received. 

“First of all, my condo-
lences to the family because
I too know first hand the
deep pain that one goes
through when they lose
someone close to them, as a
result of a gun homicide. In
2004, I lost my best friend
to an unfortunate drug-re-
lated shooting by an ille-
gally obtained firearm.

I would ask that you
look at the facts though
rather than being clouted by
the political rhetoric that we
have seen around us as of
recent. Chicago has long
been known for its strict
firearms laws and inability
for everyday citizens to ob-
tain handguns. you would
think that with as tough of
laws that they have in
Chicago that they would
have a seemingly effective

means of controlling crime.
Well that is not the truth. I
would highly suspect that,
just like my friend, her son
was killed by an illegally
obtained firearm. This can
be prevented in the future.

Unfortunately, we have
allowed ourselves to be
spoon-fed a scapegoat to
the actual deeper issue at
hand. No, it isn’t firearms
that we should be focusing
on. With a statistic of 78%
of gun homicides in this
country being gang- and
drug-related, we must ask
ourselves how can we re-
duce this overwhelming fig-
ure? The issue that has been
hidden from us all of this
time is the stance of the US
Government for allowing
drugs to remain ruled by
underground distribution
networks. As a drug dealer,
you cannot go to the police
if you get robbed. Instead,
the heavy burden of justice
lies in the hands individuals
rather than the judicial sys-
tem. We see this point mag-

nified within our cities,
where drug networks and
gangs are willing to use
armed violence to sustain
their industry. This point is
even more exemplified if
we take a look over our
Southern boarder in Mex-
ico, where cartels are liter-
ally hacking each other to
pieces in order to retain
power and order within the
black-market.

This should not happen.
We do not have this level of
armed vigilantism with to-
bacco or pharmaceuticals
because these industries are
brought into a commercial
and legal setting. Store
owners can call the police,
keep a paper record, they
can legally protect them-
selves, and robbers aren’t as
willing to rob a storefront as
they are a seemingly weak
drug dealer or flashy gang-
member.

What is promoting this
violence? It is clearly our
entire positioning of keep-
ing drugs illegal within this

country in the first place.
The same thing happened
during alcohol prohibition,
and the same thing hap-
pened in the numbers
racket. We cannot arrest our
way out of this problem,
and we surely cannot ban
our way out of this problem.
This issue needs to be
solved at its core, not by
scapegoating a tool or an in-
dividual who is just trying
to survive the trials and
tribulations of life. This bur-
den of justice was placed in
their hands by a Govern-
ment who had the best in-
tentions, but could not see
the downfall of their drug-
prevention strategy.

I urge you guys to see
this issue for what it is. If
you want real change, then
look at the core, not the pro-
prietary. This does not mean
we cannot enlist effect gun
obtainment changes to pre-
vent the illegal undercurrent
of guns within this country.

There are some disturb-
ing trends. A decade ago
there were 40 million unin-
sured people. Today the
number is closer to 50 mil-
lion. There is greater in-
come inequality and more
poverty. Average Americans
have lost trillions of dollars
in family wealth - largely
the result of unregulated
real estate markets. We have
not yet regulated exotic
Wall Street investments like
derivatives. Our incarcera-
tion rate continues to grow;
we imprison more people
than any other developed
nation in the world, per
capita, while drugs are more
plentiful and lower priced
than they were a decade
ago. Fewer boys are finish-
ing college and the rate at
which we produce engi-
neers is dropping. We rank
lower in health outcomes
than much poorer nations.
These trends must be ad-
dressed and reversed if we
are to continue to prosper
and lead the world.

We seem fatigued with
questions of racial and eth-
nic justice. Affirmative ac-
tion is under attack, again.
Racial profiling, abuse of

prosecutorial discretion, ex-
cessive use of police force,
runaway juries, disparate
sentencing and selective
prosecution are generally
accepted as normal, not ex-
ceptional. While we cele-
brate the promise of the Lil-
lie Ledbetter Act, too much
race discrimination lurks in
our work places. Instead of
looking at our immigrant
population as a strength to
be cultivated, we ignore, or
pander to them.

Our civil rights appara-
tus is fraying. There is a
trend away from joining
and supporting organiza-
tions - churches, unions,
and civil rights organiza-
tions. Rugged individual-
ism is no substitute for in-
stitutional voices for justice
and equality. Noah built an
ark to withstand the flood.
Those who could swim died
outside the ark. Those who
could not swim survived in-
side the ark. Good swim-
mers can't swim 40 days
and 40 nights. We need
strong institutional bul-
warks to protect us from ex-
clusion and prejudice. 

Perhaps the most dis-
turbing trend is away from

the universal franchise. The
right to vote secures every
other right. We are encoun-
tering stiff headwinds that
threaten to undermine
democracy itself. Despite
"Citizens United", money is
not speech. Our elections
should not be bought and
sold like vacation homes
and yachts. Latter day, po-
litically driven obstacles -
voter suppression - is un-
American. There is no po-
litical goal that justifies dis-
honest schemes to disen-
franchise American citi-
zens. America is not a race,
or a religion, color or lan-
guage. America is built on a
set of noble, but fragile
premises: All men are cre-
ated equal; one person-one
vote; majority rule. It is
these principles that make
the American experiment
work - undoing them could
unravel the fabric of the na-
tion.

yet, I remain optimistic.
Our union has been in the
process of perfecting itself
throughout its entire exis-
tence. America has been a
laboratory experiment in
justice and equality. The en-
slaved never adjusted to

being considered less than
human. Women never ad-
justed to second-class citi-
zenship. Workers refused to
acquiesce to exploitation.
Seniors refused to accept
the indignity of poverty
after a life of industry.
young people refused to be
seen and not heard. That is
the genius of the American
experiment - we become a
better, stronger nation when
we insist that the nation live
with its conscience. 

Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr. is
President/CEO of the Chi-
cago-based Rainbow/PU-
SH Coalition. This article -
the fourth of a 20-part series
- is written in commemora-
tion of the 50th Anniversary
of the Lawyers' Committee
for Civil Rights Under Law.
The Lawyers' Committee is
a nonpartisan, nonprofit or-
ganization, formed in 1963
at the request of President
John F. kennedy to enlist
the private bar's leadership
and resources in combating
racial discrimination and
the resulting inequality of
opportunity - work that con-
tinues to be vital today. For
more information, please
visit lawyerscommittee.org.
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Letter to Editor: What is really
causing all of the gun violence in Chicago?

See GUN, Page 15



rate communications, social
responsibility, minority and
women marketing, diversity
and inclusion and supplier di-
versity.

She served on the board of
directors for the Southern
Methodist University’s Busi-
ness Associate Program, Dal-
las Wind Symphony, Dallas
Symphony Orchestra Lea-
gue’s Élan Circle, Fort Worth
Jubilee Theater and Dallas
Arts District Alliance. 

Tiffaney is also a graduate
of the Dallas Regional Cham-
ber’s 2007 class of the coveted
Leadership Dallas program
and the Business Council for
the Arts 2007 class of the
Leadership Arts program. She
participated in the Dallas Re-
gional Chamber’s CEO
Roundtable, the Greater Dal-
las Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce’s yP214 and was
selected by D Magazine as a
top finalist for the “10 Most
Beautiful Women in Dallas.”  

Tiffaney is a former presi-
dent of the Urban League of
Greater Dallas young Profes-
sionals, for which she served a
three-year term, while concur-
rently serving on the Board of
Directors for the Urban
League of Greater Dallas &
North Central Texas. She has
also been a member of and/or
corporate representative for
the National Association of
Women Business Owners, Na-
tional Investor Relations Insti-
tute, Executive Women’s Golf
Association, Ladies Profes-
sional Golf Association, Susan
G. komen Foundation and the
Women’s Leadership Ex-
change. 

Tiffaney Dale Hunter
holds a BBA in Marketing
from the University of North
Texas. While obtaining her

business degree, she com-
pleted marketing training pro-
grams with Ernst & young,
LLP; Arthur Andersen, LLP
and Denton Municipal Elec-
tric. She is a member of Oak

Cliff Bible Fellowship with
Senior Pastor, Dr. Tony Evans.
For additional information
about Tiffaney Dale Hunter,
please visit www. tiffaneydale.
com.
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Americans support Social
Security and are willing to
pay more to preserve and
even improve benefits, ac-
cording to a new survey re-
leased last week by the non-

partisan National Academy of
Social Insurance. 

The study, Strengthening
Social Security: What Do
Americans Want? finds a
sharp contrast between what

Americans say they want and
changes being discussed in
Washington, such as cutting
benefits by using a “chained”
Consumer Price Index to de-
termine Social Security’s

cost-of-living adjustment. In
fact, large majorities of Amer-
icans, both Republicans and
Democrats, agree on ways to
strengthen Social Security —
without cutting benefits. 

Fully 74 percent of Re-
publicans and 88 percent of
Democrats agree “it is criti-
cal to preserve Social Secu-
rity even if it means increas-
ing Social Security taxes

paid by working Ameri-
cans.” 

To see the full results of
the survey, go to http://
tinyurl.com/bkrckgy.

Survey shows Americans willing to pay more in 
taxes if it means keeping social security benefits

Come see the all new
rental properties at
Bexar Street Village

located in South Dallas!

These are all new
apartments and
houses for rent.
Come see the
major change.

Call for more info
at 214-421-2170.

HUNTER, continued from Page 2

From the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human
Services, I’m Nicholas Gar-
low with HHS HealthBeat.

Glaucoma is a group of
diseases that can damage

your optic nerve, which
transmits visual information
from your eye to your brain.
When the optic nerve is
damaged, vision problems
can occur.

James Tsai at the yale
School of Medicine is
chair of the Glaucoma
Subcommittee for the Na-
tional Eye Health Educa-
tion Program.

“Sometimes, patients will
complain of some eye discom-
fort, but the scary thing about
glaucoma is often times, pa-
tients do not have any warning
signs or symptoms.”

African Americans ag-
es 40 and older, all people
ages 60 and older, and
people with a family his-
tory of glaucoma, are at
higher risk.

Once the damage is done, it
cannot be repaired. you should
visit an eye care professional
every one to two years for a di-
lated eye exam. Learn more at
healthfinder. gov.

Your eye to your brain



City of Dallas Park and
Recreation Department is
asking citizens to make
their neighborhood parks
cleaner and greener for It’s
My Park Day. A citywide

beautification effort, It’s My
Park Day will bring com-
munity volunteers together
from 8 a.m. to noon on Sat-
urday, March 2 to enhance
the City’s park system.

Individuals, families,
homeowners’ associations,
social and civic clubs, Scout
troops, corporate teams, and
Friends groups are encour-
aged to organize beautifica-

tion projects at a park of
their choosing and then in-
vite others to pitch in. With
assistance from the City’s
park and recreation staff,
volunteers will help with lit-

ter and debris pickup, graf-
fiti removal, weeding, and
flower mulching.

Anyone interested in or-
ganizing or joining an exist-
ing It’s My Park Day proj-

ect should sign up by Feb-
ruary 20 at www.itsmypark-
daydallas.eventbrite.com.

For details, call Dallas
Park and Recreation at 214-
670-8483.

The second annual Dallas
International Festival is a free
family event held in the Dallas
Arts District (along Flora Street
from Pearl to Jack Evans:  2403
Flora, Dallas TX 75201) on Sat-
urday, May 25.  From 10 a.m. to
7 p.m. children and adults can

enjoy three stages of music and
dance from around the world.
The day’s events will feature
more than a hundred booths in
the International Bazaar, a
Global Cuisines Pavilion, a Pa-
rade of Nations, a Passport to
Adventure game, the Children’s

Discovery Center and Get-Up-
&-Move! Workshops, demos by
Master Chefs, and a closing
Drum Circle.

Nearly 40,000 people are
expected to attend the festival,
in which more than eighty-five
cultures / countries will be rep-

resented.  Built around the motif
of a ‘traditional plaza’ the Dal-
las International Festival fea-
tures strolling musicians, in-
digenous dancers and drum-
mers, clowns and balloon ven-
dors, and hands-on activities
and games for the whole family.

DFW International Co-
mmunity Alliance is the portal
for global North Texas, a net-
work of 1,600 of the regions
ethnic and internationally-fo-
cused civic, community and ed-
ucational organizations. Its mis-
sion is to build mutual under-

standing and respect by linking
diverse international cultural
communities. 

The organization promotes
and links North Texas global
groups through its website and
cultural calendar at www.dfw-
international.org/.

Dallas’ Rep. Rose appointed to Corrections and Human Services Committees
AUSTIN – Texas House

Speaker Joe Straus an-
nounced committee assign-
ments for the 83rd Legisla-
tive Session on Jan. 31, 2013.
Rep. Toni Rose (D-Dallas)
was appointed to serve on
two key committees, the
House Committee on Correc-
tions and the House Human
Services Committee. 

As a member of the
House Committee on Correc-
tions, Rep. Rose will be
working on legislation that
pertains to matters of incar-
ceration and rehabilitation of
convicted felons, both adult
and juvenile. 

The committee also over-
sees the establishment and

maintenance of programs that
provide alternatives to incar-
ceration; as well as the con-
struction, operation, and
management of correctional
facilities. 

Rep. Rose was also se-
lected to serve on the House
Human Services Committee.
The committee’s jurisdiction
includes: oversight of the
Health and Human Services
commission, and the preven-
tion and treatment of intellec-
tual disabilities; and its pro-
grams. Rep. Rose will be
working to ensure the devel-
opment, administration and
control for welfare and reha-
bilitation. 

With over twenty years of
experience in the fields of
both criminal justice and
mental health, Rep. Rose will
be an active voice in improv-
ing the delivery of our social
services programs and ad-
dressing mental health prob-
lems in our prison system.
“We have many serious is-
sues to tackle and have tough
decisions to make," added
Rep. Rose. “I am looking for-
ward to working on behalf of

the residents of District 110 and all citizens of Texas."

Dallas Architecture
Forum’s 2012-2013 Panel
Discussion Series returns on
Tuesday, Feb. 19 at 6:30
p.m. at 1909 Woodall
Rodgers Freeway, Suite 100
in Dallas (the DCFA offices
in the Five Star Institute
Building). 

The participants will re-
view new residential build-
ings in and around downtown,
special districts and public
spaces, and the linkages in be-
tween.  They will also discuss
the contributing factors of
success, and will analyze to
what degree these buildings,

special districts and public
spaces have achieved success.

Panelists are Brent A.
Brown, AIA, Founding Direc-
tor of City of Dallas’ City De-
sign Studio, Larry Hamilton,
Chairman and CEO of Hamil-
ton Properties Corporation,
Theresa O’Donnell, Director

of Sustainable Development
and Construction for City of
Dallas, and ken Hughes,
President of Hughes Develop-
ment LP.

Coy Talley is the modera-
tor for the evening and the
founding principal of Talley
Associates. He has been ac-

tively involved in planning
and design of site develop-
ment projects of urban areas,
town centers, and college
campuses, among other proj-
ects. 

Panels are open to the
public and are presented free
of charge for all attendees as

a public outreach of the Dal-
las Architecture Forum. No
reservations are needed to at-
tend, and there is open seating
for these Panels. For more in-
formation on the Dallas Ar-
chitecture Forum, visit
www.dallasarchitecturefo-
rum.org or call 214-764-2406.

Community News
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City of Dallas seeking volunteers for upcoming It’s My Park Day

M&M Residential Cleaning and Preservation Services is a fore-
closure preservation organization.

Our organization is run by husband and wife team, Marcus L
and Marva J Norsworthy. Both partners have individual expe-
rience in the field of foreclosure preservation management. 

M&M Residential Cleaning and Preservation Services is profes-
sional and extremely focused on providing high-quality service
and customer satisfaction - we will do everything we can to
meet your expectations. 

With a variety of services to choose from, we're sure you'll be
happy working with us. 
We offer:
• Property securing
• Lock change outs
• Re-keys
• Winterization
• Carpet Cleaning
• Broom Swept Cleaning
• White Glove Cleaning
• Yard Maintenance
• Minor Repairs
• Trash outs
• Paint
• Boarding
Our company is based on the belief that our customers' needs
are of the utmost importance. Our entire team is committed to
meeting those needs. As a result, a high percentage of our
business is from repeat customers and referrals. 

Dallas Architecture Forum to discuss "Since 2000 - Dallas City Fabric"

“NORTH COURT vILLAS APARTMENT HOMES”
Opening April-2013- (Now Pre-Leasing)

www.northcourtvillas.com

Coming Soon! A Brand new Affordable Community
offering One, Two and

Three bedroom floor plans
featuring an amenity rich environment

at an affordable price.

Address: 8275 Stonebrook Parkway,
Frisco, TX 75034 (Under Construction)

Contact: Off Site Leasing Office- 972-550-6054×100

Please join our waiting list today;

we look forward to your call.

Income Restrictions Apply

Dallas International Festival on May 25 in the Dallas Arts District

Rep. Toni Rose

UNIQUE GLASS & MIRROR
& REMODELING

“Covering the DFW Area”
Decks
Fences
Floors
Counter Tops
Windows
Shower Doors
Window Screens
Lawn Service

Solar Screens
Mirrors Cut To Order
Tempered Glass
Furniture Tops
Wall Mirrors
Fog Window Replacement
Small Brick Repair

Roderick, Owner
(469) 231-6007 ~ Fax (214) 941-4665

Uniqueglassandmirror.com
uniquegandm@aol.com

We Will Save You Money

TAKING PRIDE IN BLACK HISTORY MONTH
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DALLAS –
SMU Cox School of
Business and the
Dallas Marathon
board of directors
announced the re-
sults of the 2012
SMU Cox Corporate
Relay Challenge pre-
sented by Behringer
Harvard.  The an-
nouncement was ma-
de at a reception in
the James M. Collins
Executive Education

Center at
SMU’s Cox
School of
Business.

“We ha-
ve seen fan-
tastic partic-
ipation from
the business
community
in this ye-
ar’s Corpo-
rate Relay
Challenge,”
said kevin

Snyder, cha-irman of the
Dallas Mar-athon board of
directors. “Dallas corpora-
tions show their support for
local health and fitness ini-
tiatives by committing to this
challenge every year, and
they also support our won-
derful beneficiary, Texas
Scottish Rite Hospital for
Children.”

The relay challenge,
which is now in its seventh
year at the MetroPCS® Dal-
las Marathon, consists of

five-person relay team. In
2012, a record number of
participating corporations
registered more than 215
total teams. 

“SMU Cox School of
Business is proud to once
again co-sponsor the Corpo-
rate Relay Challenge,” said

Arts & Entertainmentwww.NorthDallasGazette.com Community Spotlight
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D A L L A S — S t u d e n t s
from 16 Dallas ISD schools
who explored the theme
“Turning Points in History:
People, Ideas and Events” in
64 projects during the recent
Dallas ISD History Day com-
petition will be advancing to
regionals. More than 300 stu-
dents from 21 district schools
competed at district level at
Hector P. Garcia Middle with
documentaries, Web sites, dis-

plays and
t h e a t r i c a l
presentations
about history
topics as var-
ied as the
F r e e m a n ’s
Bureau to the
English Civil
War to the
Bay of Pigs
Invasion. The Da-llas Area
Regional History Day will

take place on Feb. 16 in
Richardson.

Students explore history in district competition

1. APY=Annual Percentage Yield. Rates subject to change. To earn the highest APY, all of the following are required. Otherwise you will earn the lowest APY: (a) Receive a monthly direct deposit OR use our online bill pay to make at least one bill payment 
per month. (b) Receive your statements and notices electronically through Online Banking. (c) Use your Absolute Checking Visa Check Card at least 15 times per month for purchases. If requirements are met, rates quoted as of February 1, 2013, were the 
following: 1% APY on $0 - $25,000; 0.35% APY on $25,000.01 - $100,000; and 0.35% APY on all deposits over $100,000. If requirements are NOT met, the rate is 0.01% APY. $100 minimum opening deposit required. Only one account per primary owner. 
You must live in the State of Texas to be eligible for this account. See viewpointbank.com for other account eligibility requirements.

See BNSF, Page 11

BNSF and other companies raise money for Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for children
Reception at SMU’s Collins Center recognizes winning relay teams

SMU's Kevin Knox, Dallas Marathon executive director
Marcus Grunewald, BNSF team members Michael Brown,
Doug Hinds, Andrew Montes, Behringer Harvard's Jason
Mattox and Texas Scottish Rite Hospital's CEO Bob Walker.
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2013 Black History Events Visit www.NorthDallasGazette.com and click on Community Calendar for more events!

THE RAMBLER February 2, 2013 Page 3www.IrvingRambler.com

Current annual salary and compensation  
for the Irving City Manager

After doing so for five years, should Irving taxpayers continue 
to pay almost a half million $ a year for one city government job? 

(Check one)

Make your answer count by delivering this form to City Hall on Thursday
at 7 p.m. while attending the public City Council meeting. 

The City Council will debate and vote on whether or not to grant 
an automatic 3-year renewal of this one employee contract. 

Your input is appreciated.

$440,000

YES NOOR

By Jess Paniszczyn
The Irving Family YMCA hosted 

its 2013 Partners Campaign Kick-Off 
Dinner at the Irving Convention Cen-
ter on Jan. 27. 
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evening was to celebrate the victo-
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the Irving YMCA.

� I think most folks know of the 
YMCA. I think fewer folks know what 
the YMCA is today, here in Irving in 
2013.
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Fit for Health and Salsa, Sabor y 
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impact families and empower par-
ents to be their own change agents. 
While these programs are free, they 
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impacted by those three programs 
alone. 
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YMCA and see childhood obesity 

prevention programs and school 
readiness programs. They may think 
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that message. In the general com-
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her son who was late with his speech 
development.
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eight months old, and she took her 
first steps there in the gym. My son 
made his first friend there. He calls 
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me feel good. 
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hospitality was so welcoming. I 
started attending their literacy nights 
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so we became members. Now we go 
to the YMCA every day. 
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Howard Hamilton retired to Florida 
where he learned to play golf, had five 
� 7) : 11B1� @ < C@ > C1B: = /B8 210BD> 1B8 2? C8 7B
� > # C B� DC= BDCB@ C0� @ = C/B02BA@ ? > = < � BDCB
� 2> = C/B0DCB65 43 � 1B� > 8 ? C@ B� = C: & C@ 1 

� I had been told if I was going to 
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friends. We love these people. We 
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it grows the most and it is the Irving 
YMCA. 
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Contest could bring young-adult authors to Irving
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Irving ISD invited to Texas Capitol Schoolhouse
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YMCA celebrates 2012 successes and looks ahead

Community leaders are recognized for their contributions to the Irving Family YMCA during the 2013 Partners Campaign Kick-O� 
Dinner. /Photo by John Starkey

2013 is the year to be a
part of something great by
donating blood. Collin
Creek Mall makes it con-
venient to do just that, when
on Saturday and Sunday,
February 16 and 17, the
shopping center hosts
Carter BloodCare’s mobile
donor unit. From 12 to 6
p.m., the unit will be in the
parking lot on the east side
near Sears.

Walk-in donors are wel-
come, but individuals can

make an appointment by
calling 817.412.5245. Do-
nors with appointments will
be taken first. 

Potential donors mu-st
be at least 17 years old, or
16 years old with a parent’s
consent, weigh at least 110
pounds and be in good gen-

eral health. Ph-
oto ID is re-
quired. There is
no upper age
limit for donors,
and most med-

ications do not interfere
with donor eligibility.
Carter BloodCare recom-
mends eating a nourishing
meal and drinking plenty of
water before donating. For
information about eligibil-
ity, visit www. carterblood-
care.org.

Blood drive in Plano this weekend

DALLAS - In an effort
to celebrate African Ameri-
can literacy and literature,
Dallas ISD Trustee
Bernadette Nutall, District
9, along with the Corner-
stone Community Develop-
ment Corporation, will hold
the 2013 African American

Read-In: Step onto the
Train of Reading. The
event takes place Saturday,
Feb. 16, from 11 a.m.-1:30
p.m., at Cornerstone Bap-
tist Chu-rch, 1819 Martin
Luther king Jr. Blvd.   

Families and students
are welcome to celebrate

literacy and rediscover the
joy of sharing the lost art of
reading together through a
variety of reading activities,
story-telling, music, and
food. Participating students
will be eligible for give-
aways.

DISD’s 2013 African American Read-In:
Step onto the Train of Reading

dedication of a stamp rec-
ognizing the 50th anniver-
sary of the historic March
on Washington.

The new civil rights
stamps focus on freedom,
courage and equality. In his
message, Stroman ex-
presses how the Civil War
was “a struggle for unity”
that became “a fight for
freedom,” as reflected with
the passage of the Emanci-
pation Proclamation. “Rosa
Parks’ act of courage ch-
anged American history,”
said Stroman. In referenc-
ing Dr. Martin Luther king
Jr.’s “I Have a Dream”
speech delivered during the

March on Wash-
ington, Stroman
reminds viewers
that “the dream
of equality gal-
vaniz-ed a na-
tion.”

The Rosa Pa-
rks Forever Sta-
mp went on sale
nationwide Feb.
4, which would
have been her
100th birthday,
at local Post Of-
fices, online at
usps.com/stamps
or by phone at
800-STAMP24
(800-782-6724).

STAMP, continued from Page 1

God,” Fantasia told Pew
Talk Radio during a brief
interview on the red car-
pet. She attended the event
with her mother, Diana
Barrino.

Additional performers
included Donnie McCl-

urkin, Bishop Paul S. Mor-
ton, Lecrea, Myron Butler,
and Pastor Marvin
Winans. kirk Franklin will
serve as host of the music
portion, with “The view”
co-host Sherri Shepherd as
MC for the event.

The NFL Players Ch-
oir also performed selec-
tions for the audience.
The choir, in its sixth year
of existence, includes for-
mer and current NFL
players and coaches.

BARRINO, continued from Page 2

Actor Tyler James Williams previews the Emancipation Proclimation Forever Stamp at the
USPS Civil Rights Stamp Gallery at the NAACP Image Awards at The Shrine Auditorium
on February 1, 2013 in Los Angeles, California. (Photo by Todd Oren/WireImage)

LAST CHANCE
to win Patti LaBelle Love Train tickets

@ Facebook/NorthDallasGazette



By Freddie Allen
(NNPA) President Barck

Obama has been accused of
everything from not being
born in America to secretly
being a Muslim. But the
most surprising – and accu-
rate accusation – is that the
nation’s first Black president
has a cabinet less diverse
than that of Bill Clinton and
George W. Bush.

And unlike his first term,
Blacks are not biting their
tongue about their disap-
pointment in President Ob-
ama.

“He’s not being held ac-
countable for his policies or
his appointments,” said
Mary Frances Berry, a his-
tory professor at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania and for-
mer chairwoman of the
United States Commission
on Civil Rights. “In politics,
the squeaky wheel gets the
most oil.”

And there are plenty of
squeaky wheels in President
Obama’s second term.

Rep. Charlie Rangel (D-
N.y.) said on MSNBC that
the criticism of President
Obama’s lack of diversity in
his cabinet is “embarrassing
as hell.”

He explained, “If it’s the
first term, you could see peo-
ple got to know who is
around that’s qualified in
order to get this job, No. 1. I
had thought, and maybe it’s
so, that it could be the Har-
vard problem where people
just know each other, trust
each other and women and
minorities don’t get a chance
to rub elbows and their repu-
tations and experience is not
known.”

Every if that were the
case, Berry states, that still
wouldn’t be an acceptable
excuse.

“Black people go to Har-
vard, too,” she said. For ex-
ample, Massachusetts Gov.
Deval Patrick graduated
from Harvard Law School in
1982 cum laude.

Blacks graduating from
the nation’s most prestigious
university is not a recent
phenomenon. Historian and
civil rights activist W.E. B.
DuBois received his doctoral

degree from Harvard in
1895. William Monroe Trot-
ter, the crusading editor of
the Boston Guardian, gradu-
ated from Harvard that same
year magna cum laude and
earned a Phi Beta kappa
key. DuBois and Trotter
were among the founders of
the Niagra Movement in
1905, the forerunner of the
NAACP.

More important, an Ivy
League degree is not the ul-
timate measure of one’s abil-
ity to serve in top positions,
said Berry, who graduated
from historically Black Fisk
University in Nashville and
yale University Law School.

While Rangle speculates
that Obama might have had
few Black contacts beyond
his Harvard and Chicago
inner circle during his first
term, Rep. Alcee Hastings
(D-Fla.) said the Congres-
sional Black Caucus vetted

in sent the names of 61 po-
tential appointees to the
White House that were qual-
ified to serve in his second
term.

Speaking at the National
Newspaper Publishers Asso-
ciation mid-winter conven-
tion in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.,
Hastings said, “Not one of
that 61 was selected – not
one.”

One seems to be the
magic number with the
Obama administration. Of
the permanent cabinet posi-
tions –not including posi-
tions that can be elevated to
or demoted from cabinet
level at the direction of the
president  – Obama has had
only one Black in his perma-
nent cabinet – Attorney Gen-
eral Eric H. Holder, Jr. In
fact, he has had more Re-
publicans in his permanent
cabinet than African-Ameri-
cans.

By contrast, President
Bill Clinton, a southern De-
mocrat who grew up during
segregation, appointed a
record four Blacks to his
cabinet during his first term
and three during his second
term.

During his first term,
Bill Clinton appointed Ron
Brown to serve as Secretary
of Commerce, Secretary of
Energy Hazel D. O’Leary,
Secretary of Agriculture
Mike Espy and Secretary of
veterans Affairs Jesse
Brown.

Serving during Clin-
ton’s second term were
Secretary of Labor Alexis
Herman, Secretary of
Transportation Rodney
Slater and Secretary of vet-
erans Affairs Togo D. West,
Jr.

Two Blacks served in
the cabinet of Republican
President George W. Bush

during each of his terms.
Bush made history in his
first term by selecting re-
tired General Colin Powell
to serve as Secretary of
State. Powell was the first
African American to hold
that position.

During Bush’s second
term, he appointed Con-
doleezza Rice to succeed
Powell, making her the first
African American woman
State Secretary. The Secre-
tary of State is third in line
in succession to the Presi-
dent of the United States.

Alphonso Jackson
served as Secretary of
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment during Bush’s first
and second terms.

Under his administra-
tion, Obama has conferred
Cabinet status to UN Am-
bassador Susan Rice, Envi-
ronmental Protection
Agency Administrator Lisa

P. Jackson and U.S. Trade
Representative Ron kirk.

Although Obama was
considering picking Susan
Rice as his next Secretary of
State, former Senator John
kerry disclosed last week
that he was offered the job
before Rice asked that her
name be withdrawn from
consideration.

Professor Berry said di-
versity is not an issue Pres-
ident Obama or anyone else
should get a pass on.

“Inclusion is not only
important to the individual,
it’s important for the
pipeline,” said Berry. “Di-
versity strengthens the insti-
tution, as well. you have to
have different perspectives
in the mix.”

Dianne Pinderhughes, a
political science professor at
the University of Notre
Dame, said Blacks must in-
sist on a larger share of ap-
pointments.

“People can complain
about his response or how
he’s not doing things for the
Black community. I think
that’s a lousy strategy,” she
said. “I think people ought
to be proactive and aggres-
sive.”

At press time, five cabi-
net-level positions were still
open: Interior, Commerce,
Labor, Transportation and
Energy. In addition, Jackson
has resigned as EPA Admin-
istrator and Ronald kirk has
quit as U.S. Trade Repre-
sentative, two positions
Obama had elevated to cab-
inet status.

“I would love to see
more Black women in the
cabinet,” said Avis Jones-
DeWeever, executive direc-
tor of the National Council
of Negro Women. “I would
also love to see a Black
woman on the Supreme
Court.”

Obama is asking the
public to withhold judgment
on his diversity record.

“We haven’t completed
the formation of my Cabi-
net,” he said . “So I’ll let
people judge it after all my
appointments have been
made whether or not we’ve
made progress.”

February 7 - 13, 2013 | North Dallas Gazette | 9

www.NorthDallasGazette.com Cover  Story

Obama slammed for
lack of cabinet diversity

Obama’s 2012 cabinet President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden pose with the full Cabinet for an
official group photo in the Grand Foyer of the White House, July 26, 2012. 

Seated, from left, are: Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood, Acting Commerce Secretary Rebecca Blank, For-
mer U.S. Permanent Representative to the United Nations Susan Rice, and Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. 

Standing in the second row, from left, are: Education Secretary Arne Duncan, Attorney General Eric H. Holder,
Jr., Former Labor Secretary Hilda L. Solis, Former Treasury Secretary Timothy F. Geithner, Chief of Staff Jack Lew,
Former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric
K. Shinseki, Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano, and U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk.

Standing in the third row, from left, are: Housing and Urban Development Secretary Shaun Donovan, Energy
Secretary Steven Chu, Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius, Interior Secretary Ken Salazar, En-
vironmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa P. Jackson, Office of Management and Budget Acting Director Jef-
frey D. Zients, Council of Economic Advisers Chair Alan Krueger, and Small Business Administrator Karen G. Mills.
(Official White House Photo by Chuck Kennedy)



By RUTH FERGUSON, 
NDG EDITOR

If looking for a valen-
tine’s gift for a movie-lov-
ing sweetheart, Denzel
Washington’s latest movie
Flight is available on a Blu-
Ray / DvD combo disc. Wa-
shington, undoubtedly one
of the greatest actors of a
generation, is once again
nominated for an Academy
Award for his performance
in Flight.  

Washington plays a
morally challenged airline
pilot. His life is in shambles
personally but profession-
ally he has been rather
lucky. But we all know
eventually luck runs out. In
a blink of an eye, Whip

Whitaker (Washington) go-
es from being hailed for his
skill in landing an airplane
and saving hundreds of lives
to being questioned about if
he legally he should have
been flying in the first place.  

Denzel received the
nomination but Don Chea-
dle, his high-powered attor-
ney, delivers another funny
and sexy performance. Also,
John Goodman was unfortu-
nately overlooked for a truly
funny “fix it” kinda guy who
is steals every scene he is in.  

The features on the Blu-
ray include an incredible
Anatomy of a Plane Crash
featurette, which gives you
a peek behind the scenes on
how they created the crash

for the movie. Also, Origins
of Flight and The Making of
Flight, plus Q&A highlights. 

One of the other nice
perks is you are no longer
tied to your DvD or Blu-ray
player, when you open your
package, it contains a code
so the film can be down-
loaded and watched on your
smartphone, laptop or tablet. 

The movie is available
in stores today. North Dal-

las Gazette readers can

WIN a copy of Flight by

registering on our Face-

book page – Facebook.

com/NorthDallasGazette

today. We have several

copies to giveaway so reg-

ister to win today.

Win a copy of Denzel’s Flight
for your favorite Valentine!

By kENDRIA BROWN, 
NDG INTERN

The judge was not
happy with Allen Iverson
when and ruled stripped
Iverson of custody of his
five children, granting him
only visitation rights. Full
custody was granted to
Tawanna Iverson, the
mother of the children. In fi-
nalizing Iverson’s divorce
from Tawanna, the judge
disapproved of Allen's par-
enting patterns which in-
cluded his alcohol use and
the resulting poor decisions.
For example, he left the
children unattended, unsu-
pervised, and around
strangers - according to the
divorce decree.

The judge reported,
"Iverson does not know

how to manage the chil-
dren; has little interest in
learning to manage the chil-
dren and has actually, at
times, been a hindrance to
their spiritual and emotional
growth and development."

According to this judge,
Iverson is a bad parent and
a bad influence on his chil-
dren. Now he must undergo
the appropriate plan of ac-
tion to get his life in order
before he is fit to be of any
use around his children.
Iverson has to change his
life-style if he plans to be in
his children’s life.

Iverson is ordered to not
drink alcohol in the next 18
months, and when visiting
his children he cannot con-
sume alcohol within 24
hours of seeing them. In ad-

dition to this, Iverson must
seek help from a psychia-
trist and attend AA meet-
ings for one year.

Is this a fair ruling or do
you think the judge has
been too hard on Iverson?
Comment at Facebook.
com/NorthDallasGazette.

NDG Gossip: Allen Iverson loses parental custody
rights and ordered to attend AA meetings

Allen Iverson

Car Review
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Arts & Entertainment Check out Arts and Entertainment Calendar on www.NorthDallasGazette.com

Do you have a upcoming event? Send information to: Entertainment@NorthDallasGazette.com

Snoop Dogg performing at St. Patrick’s Day Concert
Visit NorthDallasGazette.com on Friday

for new movie reviews:
Side Effects starring Jude Law & Catherine Zeta Jones

Identity Theft - new comedy with Jason Bateman and 

Mike & Molly's Melissa McCarthy 
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This year, the St Pat-rick’s
Day Concert on Saturday,
March 16 will feature Snoop
Dogg. Gates will open at noon
for the St. Patrick's Day Con-
cert in Energy Square immedi-

ately after St Patrick’s Parade.
Energy Square is located at the
Corner of Greenville Ave and
University Blvd. in Dallas. 

Tickets are $15 in advance
and on sale beginning Friday,

Feb. 8 at 10 a.m. The tickets
are available online at www.
ticketfly.com.  All guests must
be at least 21 years-old and
have a valid I.D.



kevin knox, assistant dean
of external relations at
SMU Cox. “This event of-
fers us a great opportunity
to support the important
cause of Texas Scottish Rite
Hospital and its patients.”    

For the sixth time since
the race’s inception, BNSF
velocity captured the prize
of Fastest Corporate Team.
Relay teams compete in a
variety of categories for a
total of $30,000 in prize
money, which is given di-
rectly to Texas Scottish Rite
Hospital for Children
(TSRHC) – one of the na-
tion’s leading pediatric cen-
ters for the treatment of or-
thopaedic conditions – in

the names of the respective
corporations.  

“We are proud to serve
our seventh year as co-
sponsor of the Corporate
Relay Challenge,” said
Jason Mattox, chief operat-
ing officer for Behringer
Harvard. “We were also
thrilled to have our em-
ployees participate, form-
ing eight relay teams and
40 volunteers. This event
exemplifies the generous
spirit of the local business
community, and we love
being a part of it.”     

Registration for the
2013 Corporate Relay
Challenge opens June 1,
2013. For more information

on registration or corporate
sponsorships, visit
http://www.dallasmara-
thon.com. 

Results for the 2012
SMU Cox Corporate Relay
Challenge presented by
Behringer Harvard are: 

Fastest Corporate Team
(first corporate teams to fin-
ish relay) 

•1st place – A $5,000
donation to TSRHC was
awarded in BNSF veloc-
ity’s name for winning the
relay in 2 hours, 52 min-
utes, 02 seconds.

•2nd place – A $2,500
donation to TSRHC was
awarded in AugustaWest-
land: Tiltrun’s name for

running the relay in 3
hours, 10 minutes, 42 sec-
onds.

•3rd place – A $1,500
donation to TSRHC was
awarded in Sewell 1’s name
for running the relay in 3
hours, 12 minutes, 44 sec-
onds. 

Most Corporate Teams
(based on total number of
five-person teams complet-
ing the relay) 

•1st place – A $5,000
donation to TSRHC was
awarded in Sewell’s name
for a total of 31 teams.

•2nd place – A $2,500
donation to TSRHC was
awarded in TXU’s name for
a total of 21 teams.

•3rd place – A $1,500
donation to TSRHC was
awarded in L-3 Communi-
cation’s name for a total of
10 teams.

Oldest Corporate
Team (average age of all
five runners as of race day) 

•1st place – A $3,000
donation was awarded to
TSRHC in Sewell 5’s
name for an average age of
59.8.

•2nd place – A $2,000
donation was awarded to
TSRHC in Atmos Energy
Corporation – 2’s name for
an average age of 55.6. 

•3rd place – A $1,000
donation was awarded to
TSRHC in L-3 Communi-

cations: L-3 Trotters’ name
for an average age of 52.  

youngest Corporate
Team (average age of all
five runners as of race day) 

•1st place – A $3,000
donation was awarded to
TSRHC in Sewell 4’s
name for an average age of
19.2. 

•2nd place – A $2,000
donation was awarded to
TSRHC in Sewell 3’s
name for an average age of
21.6. 

•3rd place – A $1,000
donation was awarded to
TSRHC in AT&T:
NETDP’s name for an av-
erage age of 23.6.
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FREE ELECTRICITY!
•! Same-Day Connection!
•! No Deposit!
•! No Credit Check!
•! No Late Fees!

1-855-562-7963!
Hablamos español.!

$25 credit automatically posted to customer’s account on the first business day following the 30th consecutive 
day of service. Same day connection may require move-in fee. This is an indexed plan with a month-to-month 
term and no early cancellation fee. Refer to the Prepaid Disclosure Statement, Terms of Service Agreement and 
Electricity Facts Label for more details. Available only in Oncor and CenterPoint service areas to residential 
customers with a provisioned smart meter. Standard text messaging rates may apply, depending on your carrier. !
©2013 TXU Energy Retail Company LLC. All rights reserved. REP #10004!

Call Now for $25 of Free Electricity!
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• No Credit Check
• No Late F
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EVERY ONE 
IS IMPORTANT.  

You can help keep your child healthy with regular checkups and vaccines. 
Every one is important. And they’re free with Children’s Medicaid.

Your child will also get other health benefits like free prescription drugs, dental 
care, eye exams, and glasses. Even rides to and from the doctor or dentist’s office. 
Call today or visit our website to apply.

C H I L D R E N  W I T H  M E D I C A I D  C A N  G E T  F R E E  R I D E S  T O  T H E  D O C T O R 
O R  D E N T I S T ’ S  O F F I C E .  C A L L  1  8 7 7  M E D  T R I P  T O  L E A R N  M O R E .

www.CHIPmedicaid.org
1-877-KIDS-NOW

BNSF, continued from Page 7

there are just too many
things to go over,” accord-
ing to Johnson.

Are you satisfied

with the outreach to the

Congressional Black

Caucus (CBC) from the

White House? – “The
Congressional Black Cau-

cus is a Caucus that looks
out for people around the
world. It was very difficult
for the President to pro-
ceed; we did not have the
Congressional leaders to
cooperate with him. The
President does not pass the
laws, the Congress does.

No matter what the Presi-
dent wants Congress has
to pass it. And they were
determined not to pass
anything that the President
wanted pass, which in-
cluded things that we
(CBC) wanted to pass,”
Johnson reflected.

Do you see it as a pos-

itive sign that the Su-

preme Court has not put

the Texas redistricting on

the agenda, leading to

speculation it will perhaps

not be heard this term?

Johnson indicated, “I can-
not call anything about the

Supreme Court, I’m not
sure anyone can. There is a
case coming up that will be
heard the later part of this
month on Shelby County,
Alabama v. Holder case
which addresses Section 5
of the Civil rights Act. That
is the same topic the Attor-

ney General of Texas (Greg
Abbott) is challenging in
redistricting, so I have a
feeling when they rule on
that case it will also carry
over to the next case and if
that is the case, then they
probably will not hear the
Texas redistricting case.”

JOHNSON, continued from Page 1
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ADOPTION

PREGNANT? CONSID-

ERING ADOPTION?

You choose from families

nationwide.  LIVING EX-

PENSES PAID.  Abby's

One True Gift Adoptions.

866-413-6292, 24/7

Void/Illinois/New Mexico  

AUTOMOTIVE

BLOWN HEADGAS-

KET?  Any vehicle repair

yourself. State of the art

2-Component chemical

process. Specializing in

Cadillac Northstar Over-

heating. 100% guaran-

teed. 1-866-780-9038

www.RXHP.com

AUTOS WANTED

TOP CASH FOR CARS,

Any Car/Truck, Running

or Not. Call for INSTANT

offer: 1-800-454-6951  

ELECTRONICS

Direct To Home Satellite

TV $19.99/mo. Free In-

stallation FREE HD/DVR

Upgrade Credit/Debit

Card Req. Call 1-800-

795-3579

MISCELLANEOUS

CASH FOR CARS,   Any

Make or Model! Free

Towing.   Sell it TODAY.

Instant offer: 1-800-864-

5784  

ATTEND COLLEGE ON-

LINE from Home.  *Med-

ical, *Business, *Criminal

Justice, *Hospitality. Job

placement assistance.

Computer available. Fi-

nancial Aid if qualified.

SCHEV Authorized 800-

494-3586 www.Centu-

raOnline.com

CANADA DRUG CEN-

TER. Safe and afford-

able medications.

Save up to 90% on

your medication ne-

eds. Call 1-888-734-

1530 ($25.00 off your

first prescription and

free shipping.)  

AIRLINE CAREERS

begin here - Become

an Aviation Mainte-

nance Tech. FAA ap-

proved training. Finan-

cial aid if qualified -

Housing available. Job

placement assistance.

Call AIM (866)453-

6204 

Meet singles right now!

No paid operators, just

real people like you.

Browse greetings,

exchange messages

and connect live. Try it

free. Call now 1-888-

909-9905  

WANTED TO BUY

CASH PAID- up to

$28/Box for unexpired,

sealed DIABETIC

TEST STRIPS. 1-DAY

PAYMENT. 1-800-371-

1136

DIABETIC TEST STR-

IPS Wanted Check us

out Online! All Major

Brands Bought Dtsbuy-

ers.com 1-888-978-

6909

Wants to purchase

minerals and other oil

and gas interests.

Send details to P.O.

Box 13557 Denver, Co.

80201

Reader Advisory: the National Trade Association we belong to has purchased the following classifieds. Determining the value of their service or product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, some ad-
vertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should you
send any money in advance or give the client your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair company does business only over the
phone it is illegal to request any money before delivering its service. All funds are based in US dollars. 800 numbers may or may not reach Canada.

To advertise call 972-509-9049 Email (ad for quote) opportunity@northdallasgazette.com

CADNET/NORTH DALLAS GAZETTE
National and Local Classified Advertising Network

Community Calendar Visit www.NorthDallasGazette.com and click on Community Calendar for more events!

Weeknights 

Award-winning journalist
Cheryl Smith: Cheryl’s
World provides informative
talk, commentary and inter-
esting guests Tune in week-
nights at 6 p.m., Sundays 8
a.m. & Saturdays at Noon
on Blog Talk Radio or call
646-200-0459 to listen.

Daily 

Activity Time Highland
Hills at Highland Hills
Branch Library, 3624 Simp-
son Stuart Rd.; 214-670-
0987

Personal Views: Texas
Black Folk Artists at
African American Museum,
3536 Grand Ave.; 214-565-
9026

Every Tuesday

Dallas Comedy House
Open Mic at 2645 Com-
merce St; 214-741-4448

Through February 9

“Under the Yum-Yum
Tree” by GCT at
Granville Arts Center –
Small Theatre; 972-205-
2790

Through February 24

The Nacirema Society at
African American Reper-
tory Theater, 211 E. Pleas-

ant Run in Desoto; 972-
572-0998

Through March 3

Goodnight Moon at the
Dallas Children's Theater
brings a favorite book to
life. Savor the whimsical
and rich world of a child’s
imagination with stars, air
and noises everywhere!
This fanciful poem of
goodnight wishes comes to
life as an extravaganza of
enchantment, singing, dan-
cing and puppetry. Rose-
wood Center for Family
Arts at 5938 Skillman
Street in Dallas.

February 7

Heartfelt Chocolate and
Wine Tour, presented by
Dallas by Chocolate at
Two Corks and a Bottle,
2650 Laclede at 6-9 p.m.;
972-814-5997

Sharing the Beauty of a
Photography Collection at
Latino Cultural Center,
2600 Live Oak at Good La-
timer at 7 p.m.

February 7-9

Broadway: Ragtime at
City Performance Hall,
2520 Flora St.; 214-526-
3214

February 9

Beer & Chocolate Tasting
at The Ginger Man- Dallas,
2718 Boll Street at 2:30
p.m.; 214-754-8771 

Irving Chautauqua Pres-
ents ZIMMA-RIMBA
MARIMBA at the Irving
Central Library at 2 p.m.
All ages are invited to this
free performance of Zim-
babwean-style Marimba
music.

Dallas' Best Ethnic Mar-
kets Tour at Hong kong
Supermarket, 9780 Walnut
at 1-4:15 p.m.; 972-814-
5997 

Golden State Warriors vs.
Dallas Mavericks at
American Airlines Center,
2500 victory Avenue at
7:30 p.m.; 214-222-3687

Hot Chocolate 15/5K at
Fair Park Dallas, 1300
Robert B. Cullum Boule-
vard; 214-670-8400

Pure Chocolate Valentine
Tour, presented by Dallas
by Chocolate at Donna’s
Pie House Café, 5600 W.
Lovers Lane at 1-4:15 p.m.;
972-814-5997

February 10

My Chocolate Valentine
Tour, presented by Dallas by
Chocolate at Empire Baking
Company, 5450 W. Lovers
Lane at 1-4:15 p.m.; 972-814-
5997

February 11

Atlanta Hawks vs. Dallas
Mavericks at American Air-
lines Center, 2500 victory Av-
enue at 7:30 p.m.; 214-222-
3687

February 12

Mardi Gras Madness at Mor-
ton H. Meyerson Symphony
Center, 2301 Flora Street at 8
p.m.

February 15

South Irving Library
Groundbreaking Ceremony
at 601 Schulze Dr. at 10 a.m.

February 15-16

Audacity: A Celebration of
American History at Bishop
Arts Theatre Center, 215 South
Tyler Street; 214-948-0716

February 12-24

Catch Me If You Can at
Music Hall at Fair Park, 909
First Avenue at Parry; (855)
289-2856

Enter to win a

free Flight 

BlueRay/DVD

combo set @

NorthDallasGazette.com!

See the movie that earned Denzel Washington

his first Academy Award nomination in 11 years.



For example, although
four out of five workers is
eligible for the Earned In-
come Tax Credit (EITC), IRS
advises that one out of four
fails to claim the credit for
one of two reasons. Either
they failed to file a tax return
at all, or filed one, but failed
to claim what they were due. 

In 2011, 27 million eligi-
ble workers received a total
of $62 billion in EITCs, mak-
ing it the largest tax program
for working families, accord-
ing to the Office of the Con-
troller of the Currency
(OCC).  

This year, workers earn-
ing $50,270 or less can apply
for EITC. The exact amount
of EITC eligibility will vary
by income, family size and
filing status. Even so, last

year the average EITC credit
was $2,200, according to
IRS. This year, IRS expects
that workers, the self-em-
ployed and farmers that qual-
ify for this credit could re-
ceive even higher refunds.

Another key tax credit is
the American Opportunity
Credit, designed to finan-
cially assist parents and stu-
dents to pay for college ex-
penses. Either individual fil-
ers with modified adjusted
gross income of $80,000 or
less, or married filers with a
joint return earning $160,000
or less are eligible to apply.
The maximum amount of the
annual credit is $2,500 per
student – not per family. Eli-
gibility for this tax credit can
cover up to four years of
post-secondary education.  

For consumers of any age
pursuing post-secondary edu-
cation, a Lifetime Learning
Credit can help for that cost.
Up to $2,000 in qualified,
paid educational expenses can
be claimed when enrolled in
an eligible educational insti-
tution. There is an important
caveat to claiming this credit:
filers can claim either the
Lifetime Learning Credit or
the American Opportunity
Credit; but never both. Addi-
tionally, the Lifetime Learn-
ing Credit has no limit on the
number of years it can be
claimed for each student. 

With so many consumers
struggling with student loan
debt, tax season also offers a
tax deduction on paid student
loan interest. If a filer’s mod-
ified adjusted gross income is

less than $75,000 or less than
$150,000 for joint returns, a
special deduction is allowed
for voluntary and required in-
terest payments. IRS advises
that this tax deduction can re-
duce the amount of income
subject to taxation by as much
as $2,500. 

Here’s one last cost-sav-
ing tip for tax season: Utilize
the free tax assistance serv-
ices in your area. In many in-
stances, there is no reason for
consumers to pay the high-
cost fees charged by tax serv-
ices. .

IRS volunteer Income
Tax Assistance (vITA) avail-
able to any worker making
$51,000 or less. These IRS-
certified volunteers can help
filers to determine all eligible

credits and/or deductions. In-
terested consumers are asked
to phone 1-800-906-9887 to
determine the closest local as-
sistance center. 

AARP Foundation Tax
Aid offers free assistance
through more than 6,000 lo-
cations nationwide to con-
sumers aged 60 or over. To lo-

cate a nearby service center,
visit: http://www.aarp. org/ap-
plications/vMISLocator/sear
chTaxAideLocations.action 

Charlene Crowell is a
communications manager
with the Center for Responsi-
ble Lending. She can be
reached at: Charlene.crow-
ell@responsiblelending.org
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Attention Suppliers of Goods,
Services and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
www.bidsync.com

www.garlandpurchasing.com

972-205-2415

GRAPHIC ARTIST
Small Community Newspaper

looking for a partime
student graphic artist.

Prefer student (intern) that's
available on a per project basis.

Must have knowledge of
Quark and Indesign software.

Work will be done
at company office.

Must be professional and
dependable.  Fax resumes to:
972-509-9058, or email to:
inquiries1909@gmail.com

Accepting Applications and Testing for

Police Officer (Recruit) 

Police Officer II (Certified) 

Application Deadline:
February 22, 2013

Written & Physical Exam:
March 2, 2013

For more information and to apply:
www.cityofallen.org/police

TAX, continued from Page 1

Store Management
Opportunities

Hobby Lobby is a leader
in the Arts & Crafts indus-
try with 530 stores and
growing located in 46
states. Candidates must
have previous retail store
management experience in
one of the following:

Supermarket chain,
Craft chain Mass mer-
chant, Drug chain Build-
ing supply chain

Must be willing to
relocate.

Benefits include:
•  All Stores Closed on 

Sunday!
•  Competitive Salaries
•  Paid vacations
•  401k Plan
•  Medical/Dental
•  Life Insurance
•  Merchandise Discount
•  Flex Spending Plan

Qualified Candidates
who are self motivated

and top performers
must apply online.

www.hobbylobby.com
EOE

Drivers, CDL-A

$5,000 Team

Sign-On Bonus!

Learn to Own

Available w/No

Money Down,

No Credit Check,

up to $20,000.00 initial

Sign-On Incentives!

Trar co:

1-866-423-4367

DALLAS — Three
2012 documentaries re-
vealing the epidemic of
sexual assault in the mili-
tary (“The Invisible War”),
the struggles of an all-
women’s basketball team
in Iraq (“Salaam Dunk”)

and a gay man’s life and
murder in Uganda (“Call
Me kuchu”) will be focus
for discussion at the
Human Rights DocU Film
Festival at Dallas’ Angelika
Film Center & Café Feb. 9-
10.

Tickets for the annual
event — sponsored by
SMU’s Embrey Human
Rights Program, SNR Den-
ton, Human Rights Watch,
the Dallas Film Society and
the Human Rights Initia-
tive of North Texas — are

$10 each or $24 for a
weekend pass; they are
available online at the
World Affairs Council of
Dallas/Fort Worth (dfw-
world.org). 

“These films should
serve as constant reminders

that human rights issues af-
fect everyone, everywhere,
in every life situation imag-
inable,” says SMU Embrey
Human Rights Program Di-
rector Rick Halperin, who
will join others in post-
screening discussions.

Feb. 9 (Saturday), 5

p.m.: “Call Me Kuchu”:

On the outskirts of the
Ugandan capital city of
kampala, veteran activist
David kato is shown work-

Human Rights documentary festival at Angelika Dallas Feb. 9-10

See FESTIVAL, Page 15



AVENUE F CHURCH

OF CHRIST IN PLANO

February 2013

For those in need and live in the
75074 and 75075 Zip Codes
area, CALL TODAy about Av-
enue F Family Health Center’s
(AFFHC) Community Clinic.
you can also set an appointment
at 214-380-9713.  Read this in-
formation on the following web-
sites:  www.affhc.org and/or
www.avefchurchofchrist.org   

Mondays – Fridays

Call 972-423-8833 for AF-
FECT, Inc. or email:  AFFEC-
TxInc@aol.com  for counseling
services, resources and assis-
tance for job readiness and train-
ing programs for individuals.
For couples we offer services
for marital relationships and for
ex-offenders we offer programs
for getting back into the work
force.

February 10, 2013 8 a.m.

you’re invited to our Early
Morning Worship Service; stay
for Bible Classes at 9:30 a.m.
and for Morning Worship at
10:45 a.m.  

Brother Ramon Hodridge,

Minister of Education

1026 Avenue F

Plano, TX   75074

972-423-8833

www.avefchurchofchrist.org 

_________________________

BIBLE WAY

COMMUNITY

BAPTIST CHURCH

February 10, 9:35 a.m.

you’re invited to our Sunday
School at 9 a.m. and to stay for
Morning Worship at 11 a.m. as
we worship and praise God.

February 13, 7 p.m.

Come to our Wednesday’s Bible

Study to learn more about God’s
Word and help us to praise and
worship His holy name.

Also bring your children to our
Wednesday Night Children Pro-
gram, three things are incorpo-
rated when they come, children
learn and they play and have
fun.

February 8, 7 p.m.

you’re invited to our Women’s
Fellowship as we praise God;
worship Him and Study His
Word.

February 9, 9 a.m.

Join us for Men’s Fellowship as
we worship and praise God; and
we study His Word.

Dr. Timothy Wilbert, Sr.

Senior Pastor

4215 N. Greenview Drive

Irving, TX   75062

972-257-3766

www.biblewayirving.org 

_________________________

CHRIST COMMUNITY

CHURCH

IN RICHARDSON

February 10, 11 a.m.

you’re invited to celebrate our
14th Anniversary with guest
speaker Rev. Stephen Brown
from Greater Bethlehem Baptist
Church. 

February 13, 7:30 p.m.

Come to Bible Study as we go
further in and deeper down into
God’s Word and we give Him
all of the glory, honor and
praise.

Dr. Terrence Autry,

Senior Pastor

George Bush Fwy

at Jupiter Road

On the Garland/

Richardson Border

972-991-0200

www.followpeace.org 

CHRISTIAN CHAPEL CME

TEMPLE OF FAITH

CHURCH

February 10

you’re invited to join us for our
Sunday Worship Experience at
8 a.m. or 10:45 a.m.  Come and
be blessed of God.

Rev. Kwesi R. Kamau,

Senior Pastor

14120 Noel Road

Dallas, TX

972-239-1120

www.cctof.org

________________________

FELLOWSHIP CHRISTIAN

CENTER CHURCH IN

ALLEN “The Ship”

Monday – Friday

9 a.m.-1 p.m.

TheShip3C’s Prayer Lines for
those that are in need are 972-
649-0566 and 972-649-0567 or
they may be submitted via email
to:  prayerline@theship3c.org

February 10, 2013

Come and grow with us.  you’re
invited to a new series of teach-
ing, “Guaranteed victory”.  God
will “Equip, Elevate, and Em-
power” you; call the church for
details.

February 13, 7 p.m.

Join us for our Church Wide
Fasting each Wednesday (100%
juice & water only); the fast be-
gins at 12:01 am with our 1st
prayer at 3:30 am; 2nd prayer at
12 Noon, and the closing prayer
at 6 pm. Then join us for
Wednesday Night Live in the
Joycie Turner Fellowship Hall
on Belmont Drive, with old
school prayer and testimony.
Also, come to our Corporate
Prayer and our kidz Zone (an
environment to equip children
to grow and to show God’s
love.)

Dr.  W.  L. Stafford, Sr., Ed.D.

Senior Pastor

1550 Edelweiss Drive

In Allen for Sunday

Morning Worship.

Admin. Building Address

Is 200 W. Belmont Drive

Allen, TX   75013 

972-359-9956

www.theship3c.org 

_________________________

FRIENDSHIP 

MISSIONARY

BAPTIST CHURCH

February 9, 8 a.m.

Join us for Marriage Conference
2013.  Theme is Back to the Ba-
sics; topics: Forgive & Let Go
with Rev. Damian Duncan;
Blended Families with Pastor
Dewayne Hicks; Monster In-
Laws with First Lady Laurice
Willis; R U Single & Serving
God with Rev. Marcus Sally;
Money Matters with Rev. Don
Rodgers and Session Wrap-Up
with Pastor Johnnie Bradley.  A
Continental Breakfast and
Lunch will be served.

Paul E. Walker, Pastor

4360 Kolloch Drive

Dallas, TX   75216

_________________________

PROFESSIONAL

ACHIEVERS

COMMUNITY 

EXCELLENCE (PACE)

February 17, 3 p.m.

African American Read-In

Pace has partnered with the
Josey Ranch Branch of the Car-
rollton Public Library to host
their annual Read-In in the
Community room of the library
at 1700 keller Springs Road, in
Carrollton, Texas. Guest
speaker, Ms. Willie Burgs au-
thor of Reading Made Easy: 101
Ways to “Teach your Child to
Read like Pro” will read an ex-

cerpt from her book.

This is the 24th National African
American Read-In of the Black
Caucus of NCTE and NCTE.
The Read-In is endorsed by the
International Reading Associa-
tion. Over a million readers of
all ethnic groups from the
United States, the District of
Columbia, the West Indies,
African countries, and more
have participated over the years.
The goal is to make the celebra-
tion of African American liter-
acy a traditional part of Black
History Month activities.  For
information, please contact:
Historian Committee Chair –
Tracey Richardson,
csrich47@hotmail.com 
(469)585-6844
_________________________

SHILOH MBC

IN PLANO

February 10,

8 a.m. and 11 a.m. 

Join us in our Sunday Morning
Worship Service.  After both
services ministers and deacons
are available to meet with you
for prayer or questions.

February 13, 7 p.m.

you’re invited to our Midweek
Service as we worship and
praise God.

Dr. Isaiah Joshua, Jr.

Senior Pastor

920 E. 14th Street

Plano, TX   75074

972-423-6695

www.smbcplano.org 

_________________________

THE INSPIRING BODY

OF CHRIST CHURCH

February 10, at 7:30 a.m.

Join us as we worship, honor
and magnify God’s Holy name. 

February 11, 7 p.m.

Come to Monday School as we
study the Word of God.  We will
worship Him and praise His
Holy name.

Pastor Rickie Rush

7701 S. Westmoreland Road

Dallas, TX  75237

972-372-4262

www.ibocjoy.org

_________________________

WORD OF LIFE

CHURCH OF

GOD IN CHRIST

Early Prayer, 5 a.m.

Join us in prayer early in the
morning at 5 a.m. on Monday –
Thursday at 1-661-673-8600,
Code # 142219 and please put
your phone on mute.  God will
meet you and prayer does
change people, things and situa-
tions.

February 10, 9:30 a.m.

Join us for Sunday School with
Elder/Superintendent Greg
Mason; Sis. vicki Mason, adult
class teacher and Evangelist
Elizabeth McAfee, children
class teacher and Director of our
children’s choir.  Then stay for
Morning Service at 11 a.m. as
we worship, honor and praise
God for His goodness.

February 12, 7:30 p.m.

you’re invited to our School of
The Prophets as Pastor voss;
who is also a prophet, bring the
Word of God; and we worship
and praise His Holy name.

Dr. Gregory E. Voss,

Senior Pastor

2765 Trinity Mills Road

Building 300

Carrollton, TX   75006

214-514-9147

www.wordoflife09@live.com
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ing to repeal Uganda’s ho-
mophobic laws and liberate
his fellow lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual and transgender
men and women, or
“kuchus.” His task is made
even more difficult and
dangerous when a new
anti-homosexuality bill
proposes the death penalty
for HIv-positive gay men
and prison for anyone who
fails to turn in a known ho-
mosexual. With a dedicated
group of activists, kato
battles an oppressive gov-
ernment and abusive press

for this reason: “If we keep
on hiding, they will say we
are not here.” Sadly, kato
was killed Jan. 26, 2011,
but his inspiring story lives
on.

Feb. 9

(Saturday), 7

p.m.: “The

I n v i s i b l e

War”: Wh-
ile exposing
the epidem-
ic of rape
and sexual
assault in
the armed

fo-rces, this gro-und-
breaking documentary also
reveals the crimes’ system-
atic and shameful cover-
ups. At the heart of the film
are people who embraced

their military service with
pride and professionalism,
but ultimately had their ca-
reers and lives crushed dur-
ing their fights for justice.
The Academy Award-nom-
inated film was named
Time Magazine’s “Ten
Best” of 2012.

Feb. 10 (Sunday), 2

p.m.: “Salaam Dunk”:

This unlikely tale revolves
around a winning group of
Iraqi women basketball
players at the American
University in Sulaimani.
Two years prior to joining

the team, many had never
played sports and none had
been on a team with other
women. The women have
arrived from all corners of
their war-torn, patriarchal
country to attend this pres-
tigious school, but many

cannot tell their families
back home they go to an
“American” university. In-
terviews and personal
video diaries shed light on
the women, their families
and their experiences after
the U.S. invasion in 2003.
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February is our nation’s
observation of Black History.
It is disheartening to think of
the controversy surrounding
this very important holiday.

Some people have joked,
“We were given the shortest
month of the year to celebrate
Black History.”  The truth is
that Dr. Carter G. Woodson;
Father of Black History
picked February because it
corresponded with the birth-
days of Frederick Douglass
and Abraham Lincoln, two
men that he admired.  

This is not just Black His-
tory that we are celebrating
but the history of America and
the world.  Many great and
useful inventions that are
being used daily and taken for
granted is because many indi-
viduals wrongly believe that
Black people are incapable of
inventing anything worth
while or that it’s pure accident
when Black Americans invent
anything.

One prime example is
Henry T. Sampson, the Black
man who patented the
gamma-electric cell, Patent

No. 3,591,860, which gave
birth to the modern use of cell
phones, I-Phones and Black-
berries, etc. on July 6, 1971.  

Mobile Communications
took a big step forward in
1983 with the invention of the
Cellular System regulating the
portable telephones, which
use radio waves to transmit
and receive audio signals.
There are many stories of
lives being saved because of
the use of the cell phones, I-
Phones, Blackberries, etc.,
which are used World-Wide.

I often say, “Henry T.
Sampson, could not have
imagined the use of cell
phones in today’s society.”
On a trip to Hong kong China
one year I was amazed to see
so many people with cell
phones.  I asked a Tour Bus
Guide if she used her house
phone as much as she for-
merly did before she pur-
chased her cell phone, she
told me that very few people
in China had house phones;
and now; the majority of peo-
ple in America only use cell
phones I-Phones, Blackber-
ries, etc.  

Many of my friends and
associates do not have line-

based phones in their homes
anymore, they say they never
use them, only their cell
phones, so why pay for a
phone they never use, it’s a
waste of their money.

Some individuals easily
accept that we have famous
entertainers, sports figures
and a few entrepreneurs mak-
ing millions of dollars; but
they are slow to recognize that
there are many Black Ameri-
cans that have excelled, and
are continuing to excel and in-
vent useful devices using
math and science to make a
difference in how we live,
work, play and entertain
today.  They invent daily
things that are useful and life
changing.

Dr. Carter G. Woodson
was born in New Canton, vir-
ginia. One of the first Black
Americans to receive a doc-
torate from Harvard, He ded-
icated his career to the field of
Black American history and
lobbied extensively to estab-
lish Black History Month as a
nationwide institution. He
also wrote many historical
works, including the 1933
book The Mis-Education of
the Negro in 1933.

The first son of nine chil-
dren, the young Woodson
worked as a sharecropper and
a miner to help his family. He
began high school in his late
teens and proved to be an ex-
cellent student, completing a
four-year course of study in
less than two years.

Dr. Woodson said,
“Those who have no record of
what their forebears have ac-
complished lose the inspira-
tion which comes from the
teaching of biography and his-
tory.”  He was a distinguished
Black author, editor, publisher,
and historian who put his
money, life, blood, sweat and
tears in establishing Black
History Week, (in the 1960s it
was established as Black His-
tory “Month”.)

He also believed that
Blacks should know their past
in order to participate intelli-
gently in the affairs in our
country.  He strongly believed
that Black History—which
others (even some Black
Americans) have tried so dili-
gently to erase—is a firm
foundation for young Black
Americans to build on in order
to become productive citizens
of our society.

Dr. Woodson often said
that he hoped the time would
come when Negro History
Month would be unnecessary;
when all Americans would
willingly recognize the contri-
butions of Black Americans as

a legitimate and integral part
of the history of this country.
His concept has given a pro-
found sense of dignity to all
Black Americans; and we
must not forget it!  Nor should
we stop Black History Month.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Henry T. Sampson was born April 22, 1934.  He is the
first Black person to earn a Ph.D. in Nuclear Engi-
neering in the United States. He also earned the Atomic
Energy Commission between 1964 and 1967.
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Need Legal Help?

Mention North Dallas Gazette and get
30 minutes telephone consultation free

214-749-0040
Gina Smith & Associates

2201 Main Street, Suite 512
Dallas, 75201

www.GinaSmithLaw.com

effective representation for any situation!!!

- Misdemeanors
- Felonies

- Wills and Probate
- Auto Accidents

FESTIVAL, continued from Page 13

GUN, continued from Page 3
But it does mean that we
cannot solve this problem
without addressing Amer-
ica’s drug and gang prob-
lem; more importantly, our
legal position creating this
problem. We all have blood
on our hands if we continue
to dismiss the truth.

Again, my deepest con-
dolences to the families out
there effected by a gun-
tragedy. But take it from an
active owner and gun-en-

thusiast: 10-round maga-
zines, pistol gripped long
guns, and assault rifle bans
will not change a thing. It
doesn’t take more than 1/4
of a second to reload a
weapon, and a .45 caliber
handgun has more stopping
power at closer ranges than
even an Ak-47. These bans
are laughable to an experi-
enced shooter, but it does
not take away from the fact
that we will just be limiting

law-abiding citizens from
legally possessing these
items. Criminals will still
have the ability to get any
configuration of firearms
they need, and it is just us
whom are left at the disad-
vantage.

Again, my deepest con-
dolences to the family ef-
fected by this tragedy; but
do not let the political par-
ties sway you from the
facts. They are not propos-

ing viable solutions or are
even willing to address the
issues at their core. They are
not experts or God’s gift to
saving our youth. 

We must take responsi-
bility for ourselves and each
other.”

James via our website at
h t tp: / /nor thdal lasgaz-
ette.com/2013/01/30/gun-
violence-claims-the-lives-
of-chicagos-mom-4-chi-
ldren/



By TERRI SCHLICHENMEyER

you never paid close
enough attention to the “part”
part.

you were young (too
young!) and in love when you
walked down the aisle, nervous
and sparkly-eyed. “For richer,
for poorer” were just words.
“For better, for worse.” Mar-
riage has its ups and downs;
everybody knows that. No
problem.

Then…. “In sickness and
in health, until death do you
part.”

Whoa. That’s a long ways
away, right?

For author Becky Aikman,
it wasn’t.  Blindsided by the
early death of her husband,
she explains how it takes a
small village to raise one’s
spirits in the new book Satur-
day Night Widows.

Life was not supposed to
happen that way.

Becky Aikman’s husband,
Bernie, was supposed to be-
come an old man one day.
They were supposed to retire
together, travel together, spend
weekends sharing a newspa-
per and watching the sun set.

He was not supposed to
die young.

But he did, and once the
shock had softened a bit, Aik-

man tried find-
ing support at a
widow’s group.
There, she
learn-ed that she
was decades
younger than
those peers and
that they se-
emed to resent
her. She was un-
invited to return.

years later,
once returned to normalcy and
newly in love again, Aikman
decided to learn more about
herself and her widowhood.
She asked around and found
five young widows, all who
agreed to Aikman’s “plan” to
support one another for one
year.

“We would
share our stories,
and we would sh-
are one story,” said
Aikman.

Widowed just
months, Denise
was raw fr-om her
loss and would
need the tenderest
support. Dawn
was “pure confec-
tion,” a beauty wi-

th two small children to raise.
Homebody Lesley was starting a
relationship that gave her hope.
Marcia, a lawyer, “never cr-
acked.” And Tara was holding
extra hurt about her husband’s
death.

For one year, through tears
and giggles, spas and shopping,

“zingers” and me-mories, the
five women leaned on one an-
other, tiptoed together through a
minefield of dating, met mile-
stones, and helped one another
heal. 

It was only a year, but it was
time enough to learn that “some-
times things turn out exactly
right.” 

Often desperate, sometimes
feisty, partly hilarious, and warm
as a fleecy blanket, Saturday
Night Widows is a surprisingly
feel-good, girl-bonding, which-
role-will-Meryl-Streep-play-in-
the-movie kind of a book. And I
loved it.

Though there are a few con-
tinuity confusions, author Becky
Aikman tells a story of sharp
loss, fog, love, and fighting one’s

way to a new normal. She does it
through a year spent with five
onetime-strangers who were also
“too young” to be widows, their
separate situations, and their
emotional repair. Along the way,
Aikman looks at scientific stud-
ies on grief here and in other cul-
tures, and how both genders deal
with loss.

Did I mention that I loved
this book? I did, for its humor, its
help, and for its heart.

This is obviously not a dark
memoir, and I daresay it’s not for
your widowed granny, either. It’s
sad, it’s happy, and, in fact, once
you start Saturday Night Widows,
you won’t be able to part with it.

“Saturday Night Widows”
by Becky Aikman (Crown,
$26.00, 337 pages)
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Bible Way Community Baptist Church

Dr. Timothy J. Wilbert, Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sunday Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Wed Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Daily Radio broadcast: KGGR 1040  & 102.5 FM
10:00  A.M. - 10:25 A.M.
www.biblewayirving.org

4215 N. Greenview Dr.  • Irving, TX  75062
972-257-3766

The place where Jesus Christ is Lord
and the Word of God Transforms lives

9:35 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
7:00  P.M.

Avenue F Church of Christ
1026 Avenue F • Plano, TX  75074

972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchrist.org

Ramon Hodridge, Minister

Early Sunday Morning ...................8:00 am
Sunday Bible Class .........................9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship............10:45 am
Evening Worship ...........................3:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Class ..................7:00 pm

Radio Program @ 7:30 am on
KHVN 970 AM Sunday Mornings

Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church

Isiah Joshua, Jr.
Pastor

Worship Times: 8 and 11 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Mid-week: Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
Youth Church: Every 3rd, 4th,
and 5th Sunday at 10:45 a.m.

AWANA: Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
Contact Information: 972-423-6695

www.smbcplano.org

2013 Theme:
SMBC:  A church Focused on

Excellence while Teaching
the Word, Preaching the

Gospel, Reaching the World

Serving the Plano Community for 128 Years

Founded 1884

920 E 14th Street Plano, TX

NDG Book Review: Young widows learn to live again in Becky Aikman's Saturday Night WidowsNDG Bookshelf




