
By Jazelle Hunt
NNPA Washington Correspondent

FOURTH IN A SERIES
WASHINGTON (NNPA) – An

online survey of sexual assault sur-
vivors conduced as part of this se-
ries vividly captures the fear and re-
luctance Black women rape sur-
vivors exhibit about sharing their
ordeal with others:

From a young woman, drugged
and raped by a man she met at a
party at age 21:

“I told someone, but I never gave
specifics because I felt like they
would think it was my fault.”

From a middle-aged woman, re-
peatedly raped by a classmate’s fa-
ther at age 6:

“When it first happened, we told
our teacher and the [school] nurse.
We were told that we were making
it up. He told me that if I told any-
one, he’d kill my whole family. I
was scared for weeks after telling
my family.”

From a young woman, raped by
her then-boyfriend’s older brother at
age 15:

“I never told anyone, not even my
boyfriend, until I started talking to a
therapist on campus during my
sophomore year of college…to this

day he doesn’t know.”
From a mature woman, raped at

ages 12 and 13 and fondled by a
pastor at age 15:

“I never said a word. Because in
the end, I blamed myself. How do
you know to blame yourself at 12
years old?”

Data from the Department of Jus-
tice shows that Black women are
less likely than other women to re-

port rape and assaults to police or
tell anyone what happened.

Why?
About 80 percent of rapes happen

between people of the same race.
For Black women survivors whose
assailants are also Black, cultural
codes can make it difficult to speak
out.

By Lee A. Daniels
NNPA Columnist

Recently, I wrote that
today’s Republican Party
is gripped by a severe
problem – an acting-the-
fool dynamic produced by
their allegiance to crack-
pot-conservatism – that
causes Republicans of
high and low status to say
or do things that range
from the silly to the vi-
cious. I concluded in part
that because these things

largely go unchallenged
by the GOP leadership,
they help underscore how
much the bigoted radical
right controls the party.

All of the individuals I
discussed then are White.
However, last week, a trio
of Blacks who love the
GOP – Ben Carson, Jason
L. Riley, and Stephen A.
Smith – stepped forward
with their own crackpot
notions. You might say
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Los Angeles -- Real-life
husband and wife team
David Mann ("Madea's Big
H a p p y  F a m i l y " )  a n d
Tamela Mann ("Sparkle")
are reuniting on screen as
well as behind-the-scenes
as executive producers with
the debut of their new fam-
ily-friendly original sitcom,
MANN & WIFE premier-
ing on Bounce TV on Tues-
day, April 7 at 8 CT.

In Mann & Wife, the de-
voted couple draws inspira-
tion from their real lives to
play newlyweds Daniel and
Toni Mann. The series fol-
lows the second-chance
sweethearts as they laugh

and love their way through
the ups and downs of life as
a blended family, each with
two children from previous
marriages.

"It was important to show
our audience what a modern

family looks like," said
David Mann. "We want to
give a look at the African
American family that's pos-
itive, since there's so much
negative stuff out there."

Life as they know it is
turned inside out when
Daniel, a police officer
from Atlanta, and Toni, a
school teacher from Dallas,
meet on a dating site and
fall in love. When they de-
cide to marry and Toni
moves into Daniel's house
in the Atlanta suburbs, the
honeymooners -- along with
their kids DJ, Tosha, Darren
and Terri -- all have to ad-
just to their new lives to-
gether. In addition to their
expanded brood, they have

to deal with David's over-
bearing live-in mother and
his jet-setting ex-wife.

"We want Black families
to learn through watching
our show to resolve con-
flicts through dialogue and
agree to disagree, because
family is all you have," be-
lieves Tamela Mann. "Mann
& Wife is more like our real
life than any of the other
projects that we've done.  In
our blended family, there's
no 'his kids' or 'my kids' --
it's just our kids, our fam-
ily."

In the series premiere,
Daniel and Toni return
home from an idyllic hon-
eymoon and walk into com-
ica l  chaos .  Al though

Daniel's mother, played by
popular comedic actress Jo-
Marie Payton, has been left
in charge, all four of the
children are bickering and
finding it hard to get along.
Meanwhile, Toni lands a
substitute teaching job at
the same school that DJ at-
tends and Daniel is intro-
duced to a new detective
who will be his partner. The
show tackles topics such as
starting over, parenting and
blended families with the
humor, heart and authentic-
ity that have made David
and Tamela Mann popular
family favorites in living
rooms across America.

In addition to the show's
stars, Mann & Wife features

a vibrant supporting cast:
Vivica A. Fox, portraying
Michelle, Daniel's ex-wife;
To n y  R o c k ,  p l a y i n g
Michael Hobbs, Daniel's
new partner; Tiny Lister as
Daniel's Sergeant; and Jo-
Marie Payton as Lorraine,
Danie l ' s  overbear ing
mother. Guest stars include
J. Anthony Brown, Deme-
tr ia  McKinney,  Jul issa
Bermudez and Rolonda
Watts.

The ten-episode, half-
hour series was conceived
and co-created by David
and Tamela Mann, the first
scripted series for which
they have earned an execu-

(BlackNews.com) -- Ac-
c la imed mot iva t iona l
speaker and author, Ona
Brown, is taking her wildly
successful message of re-
silience, strength and for-
giveness across the country
with her new Own Your
Dream Tour, March 27
through April 11. The tour
begins in Oakland, Califor-
nia and travels all the way
to Atlanta, Georgia, with
stops in ten additional cities
along the way.

For over 20 years, Ona
has dedicated her life to fa-
cilitating exceptional results
in the lives of others. Her
consulting, coaching and
training firm, World Impact
Now (W.I.N.) continues to

ignite transformation and
healthy change for thou-
sands of people through
speaking engagements, per-
sonal development work-
shops and personal coach-
ing.

Ona has shared her in-
spiring and motivating mes-
sages with people in hun-
dreds of cities in the U.S. as

well as countless locations
abroad including London,
England; Sydney, Australia;
Johannesburg, South Africa
and Stockholm, Sweden.
Her radio show, "Own Your
Dreams" on WAEC/LOVE860
AM Radio in Atlanta has at-
tracted thousands of listen-
ers and she enjoys a huge
following.

"So many people are
stuck, stagnant and submis-
sive to stressful and miser-
able living! However, we
really can reclaim our lives,
get back in the driver’s seat
and begin to OWN OUR
DREAMS! The best time to
begin that journey of dis-
covery & ownership will al-
ways be...NOW!" says Ms.
Brown.

Daughter of Les Brown,

an international motiva-
tional speaker who was
named one of the top five
speakers in the world, Ona
has made a name for herself
with her unique, feminine
yet mind shifting message.
Known as 'The Dream
Queen' and 'The Message
Midwife', she is a power-
house in her own right, in-
spiring and energizing her
audiences to actualize their
heart's desires.

She's given birth to CDs,
books, and other bodies of
work that have helped
transform people’s lives, in-
cluding How to Fall In
Love With Your Life, Dis-
covering the Greatest You
Ever, Answer the Call, and
When the Seasons Change.

Five successful legal,
business and public service
professionals are in the
spotlight as SMU Dedman
School of Law presents its
28th annual Distinguished
Alumni Awards including
1985 graduate, Siriporn
Chaiyasuta who received
the 2015 Distinguished
Global Alumni Award.

A longstanding tradition
at the law school, the Dis-
tinguished Alumni Award is
the highest and most presti-
g i o u s  a w a r d  D e d m a n
School of Law can bestow
upon its alumni. An alumni
committee selects recipients
who are standouts in their

respective fields, and an
honorary award given at the
invitation-only ceremony
also acknowledges excep-
tional service to the law
school.

Based in London,  Chaiya-
suta is general counsel for

Chevron Europe, Eurasia
and Middle East Explo-
ration & Production Lim-
ited. She leads a team of
more than 50 lawyers and
manages Chevron’s legal
portfolio for all exploration
and production business in
the region, harboring the
world’s most productive oil
and gas basins in 14 coun-
tries of the North Sea and
Caspian Region of the Mid-
dle East, including the
United Kingdom, Norway,
Denmark ,  Greenland ,
Poland, Romania, Ukraine,
Russia, Kazakhstan, Azer-
baijan, Turkey, Saudi Ara-
bia, Kuwait and the Kurdis-
tan Region of Iraq. 

After the 2005 merger be-
tween Unocal and Chevron,

Chaiyasuta  was named
Chevron’s Managing Coun-
sel over the Asia Pacific Re-
gion, managing Chevron’s
legal operations for China,
Bangladesh,  Myanmar,
Thailand, Cambodia and
Vietnam.  She was later as-
signed to Chevron’s Cali-
fornia headquarters as the
Advisor to the Vice Presi-
dent of Upstream Law.

The Bangkok native is a
sixth-generation lawyer
from a long line of judges
from Thailand, where she
has been instrumental in
building legal infrastructure
and expanding open and
fair markets. Chaiyasuta has
been a driving force behind
key legislation aimed at re-
forming the Thai legal sys-

tem for businesses and the
community, and has been an
advisor on these critical re-
forms to the Prime Minister
of Thailand and Thai parlia-
ment. 

In 1984 she received her
Bachelor of Law degree
from Chulalongkorn Uni-
versity in Thailand, and in
1985 graduated from SMU
Dedman School of Law
with her LL.M. degree. In
1986 she earned a Master of
Public Administration from
the University of Southern
California. 

As a board member for
numerous professional and
civic organizations, Chaiya-
suta has lectured at Thai
universities including the

Sasin Graduate Institute of
Business at Chulalongkorn
University (a joint program
with the Kellogg School of
Management and Wharton
School of Business), Tham-
masart University and As-
sumption University. 

She also has written aca-
demic publications and arti-
cles on legal issues related
to commercial transactions,
contracts, energy, labor
practices, governance and
transparency. 

Chaiyasuta’s many awards
and honors include the
“Royal Decoration Knight
Grand Cross” (First Class)
of  Direkgunabhon and
Thailand’s “In-House Coun-
sel of the Year” Award.
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By James Clingman
NNPA Columnist

The experiment that fea-
tured a Black man in the
White house is on the
downside now. Folks in the
Obama administration are
busy looking for their next
job and jumping ship faster
than rats. But you can’t
blame them; that’s the way
it is in politics. You ride
your horse as long as you
can and then you find a new
horse. That’s just what folks
in presidential administra-
tions do. The question is:
What horse will Black folks
ride now?

With Barack, came new
line-dances at the clubs,
new phrases, and new

“hope” that would finally
move Black people to the
front of the line for a
“change.” We were large
and in charge, big-ballers
and shot-callers, cool and
stylish, but we soon found
that we were not really run-
ning anything. Having bet
the farm on our horse, we
now look on in agony as he
comes down the home
stretch. We want to move
the finish line a bit farther
down the track because we
don’t yet have the victory,
and it looks like we’re not
going to get it. All we can
hope for now is just a little
more euphoria before No-
vember 2016.

Black folks are now be-
tween Barack and hard
place. We don’t know if we

are pitching or catching. As
that Richard Pryor movie
asked, “Which way is up?”
We invested nearly 100 per-
cent of our political capital
in our current president,
thinking we would get a de-
cent Return on Investment
(ROI). Unless there is a
drastic uptick in the next
few months, our investment
will be lost forever, because
we know this experiment
will not be done again for a
long time.

Between Barack and a
hard place means that Black
people, collectively, are
now without a comfortable
place to turn, without some-
one we can look to for hope
and change, and without
what we considered to be a
foothold in politics. Being

between Barack and a hard
place is causing anxiety,
doubt, and even fear among
some of our people.

Being between Barack
and a hard place will make
many of us revert to our po-
litical ways by staying on
the Democrat’s wagon be-
cause the Republicans ig-
nore us and don’t like us,
anyway. We will rationalize
our allegiance to the same
party that takes us for
granted, however. And
some of us will opt out of
the system altogether be-
cause we are so frustrated
and angry at how the previ-
ous two terms went down.

It’s very uncomfortable
being between Barack and a
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they proved once again that
some Blacks are as capable
of engaging in a race to the
bottom of common sense
and/or respectability as
some Whites.

Speaking at a symposium
at Vanderbilt University,
Smith, an ESPN personal-
ity, declared that his
“dream” was that “for one
election, just one, every
Black person in American
vote Republican … Black
folks in America,” he con-
tinued, “are telling one
party, ‘We don’t give a
damn about you.’ They’re
telling the other Party,
‘You’ve got our vote.
Therefore, you have labeled
yourself ‘disenfranchised’
because one Party knows
they’ve got you under their
thumb. They other party
knows they’ll never get you
and nobody comes to ad-
dress your interest.”

Thus, Smith put on dis-
play his stunning misunder-
standing of the basic point
of political electioneering:
it’s the political party that
substantively appeals to the
voters for support. Equal to
that was his astonishing ig-
norance of the past half-
century of American poli-
tics – a period when Blacks
forged a remarkable record
of playing pragmatic poli-
tics in the only party, the

Democrats, that sought their
support. Remarkably, Smith
also either didn’t notice or
ignored the fact that in one
recent election his wish had
come true.

That was the 2014 bit-
terly contested race for the
U.S. Senate in Mississippi
between six-term Republi-
can conservative Thad
Cochran, and the Tea Party-
backed extremist, Chris
McDaniel. Cochran is a
dyed-in-the-wool conserva-
tive but also a man of
courtly manners who has
never treated his Demo-
cratic Senate colleagues as
“the enemy,” as McDaniel
promised to do. He was in
significant danger of losing.
Mississippi’s Black voters –
the most reliably Demo-
cratic in the country –
rushed into the Republican
primary to vote for Cochran
in massive numbers, ensur-
ing that he would defeat
McDaniel and be returned
to Washington.

That was a dramatic ex-
ample of the principle that
has always ruled traditional
Black politics: pragmatism
trumps political ideology.

That’s something Jason
L. Riley has made a career
of pretending isn’t true.
Which is why he’s held
down a spot on the editorial
board of the Wall Street

Journal – the global finan-
cial community’s main
newspaper – for nearly two
decades. Despite his tenure
at one of the most powerful
media companies in the
world, Riley spends a lot of
ink railing against “black
elites” who, as he wrote in a
March 17 column, are “al-
ways eager” to blame White
racism for what he wants
the world to see as Black
peoples’ internally gener-
ated flaws.

What he also wrote there,
in declaring that we should
ignore the racist ditty of the
University of Oklahoma
White fraternity chapter
was this: “History shows
that faster black progress
was occurring at a time
when whites were still
lynching blacks, not merely
singing about it.”

Yes. Those who have a
sense of decency about
them, not to mention a
working intellect, ought to
be shocked. Riley offers not
a shred of evidence in his
lengthy opinion piece to
support that claim, of
course. He knows it’s just
“red meat” for the WSJ’s
const i tuency – another
falsehood they can grab to
build their fortress against
the truth.

Finally, Ben Carson con-
tinued to prove on the cam-
paign trail that, as the head-
line in the prominent con-

servative web-zine, Hot Air,
put it, “Ben Carson is not
ready for prime time.”

Trying to establish for-
eign-policy credentials,
Carson was at times flum-
moxed by the properly
sharp questions of commen-
tator Hugh Hewitt, whose
huge following among con-
servatives testifies to his
longtime impeccably con-
servative credentials. Car-
son’s errors were glaring
and produced headlines
elsewhere such as: “Presi-
dential contender Ben Car-
son stumbled in an ex-
tremely uncomfortable in-
terview,” leading another
conservative commentator,
David Weigel, to remark,
“The headlines came down
like acid rain all week.”

I suppose one could say,
then, we should judge these
conservatives not by the
color of their skin, but by
the loony content of their
comments.
Lee A. Daniels is a long-

time journalist based in
New York City. His essay,
“Martin Luther King, Jr.:
The Great Provocateur,”
appears in Africa’s Peace-
makers: Nobel Peace Lau-
reates of African Descent
(2014), published by Zed
Books. His new collection
of columns, Race Forward:
Facing America’s Racial
Divide in 2014, is available
at www.amazon.com.
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Caught between Barack and a hard place



By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist

Nothing was more star-
tling than when a cardiolo-
gist looked me directly in
the eyes and said matter-of-
factly: “It looks like you
had a heart attack.” I was
dumbfounded. When? Where?
How much damage was
done? Why didn’t I know
it?

It certainly didn’t feel like
I had suffered a heart attack.

I had just covered and
participated in the 50th an-
niversary of “Bloody Sun-
day” in Selma, Ala. The cer-
emonies had special signif-
icance to me because as a
senior at Druid High School
in Tuscaloosa, I had partici-
pated in the last day of the
march in  Montgomery,
where I saw James Baldwin
and Harry Belafonte for the
first time.

Ann and I arrived a day
early, had dinner with Susan
Gandy, the youngest of my
three  s is ters ,  who had
driven over to Montgomery
from Tuskegee with her
husband, Iverson, Jr., and
my neice, Rachel.

In addition to covering
the president’s speech Sat-
urday, I had received a
Freedom Flame Award that
night and on Sunday morn-
ing was one of the speakers
at the Martin and Coretta
King Unity Breakfast. I
walked across the Edmund
Pettus Bridge on Sunday
and completed my writing
and editing for the NNPA
News Service on Monday.

We stopped in Buford,
Ga. Tuesday en route back
to Washington, D.C. to visit
Ann’s son, Derek Ragland;
his wife, April, and our

grandkids, Austin, 5, and
Autumn 1.

On Wednesday night, I
felt a slight pain in my
chest, but dismissed it as in-
digest ion.  I t  continued
Thursday night. When the
pain persisted Friday night,
Ann insisted on taking me
to the hospital and I acqui-
esced.

We ended up at Emory
Johns Creek Hospital. To
Ann’s disbelief, I grabbed
my iPad mini, a book, my
charger, and a notebook as
we headed out of the door. I
know how long the wait can
be in emergency rooms and
did not want to be without
reading material if I became
trapped in  the wai t ing
lounge.

But once my symptoms
were shared with the intake
nurses ,  I  was  whizzed
through the paperwork and
placed in a room to wait for
a doctor, to be administered
an EKG and, of course, give
blood.

“We’re going to keep you
overnight to see what’s
happening,” the attending
physician told me. From the
way he said “keep me,” I
deduced that they were not
keeping me around just to
get to know me better.
Something was amiss and I
wasn’t sure what it was. I
was wheeled into a private

room in the Intensive Care
Unit, where I was closely
monitored around the clock,
had blood extracted – usu-
ally at ungodly hours – and
hooked up to a series of in-
struments. A hospital is not
place to get sleep; it’s the
only place in the world
where they wake you up to
give you a sleeping pill.

I was told around mid-
night that at 7 a.m. Satur-
day, a stent would be in-
serted into my heart to un-
block a clogged artery. At
the age of 50, I had a triple
bypass. I had played quar-
terback at Druid High and
Knoxville College and nei-
ther drank – not even wine
– smoked nor used illicit
drugs. Yet, an athletic past
and clean living were not
sufficient. I was the son of
the South and I had grown
up in a family where our
grease  was  cooked  in
grease.

Now, 18 years later, I was
told that of the three by-
passed arteries, one was
completely blocked, one
was 97 percent blocked, and
one was functioning fine.
The surgery itself was not
as dramatic as the bypass,
which required the heart to
be stopped temporarily.
This time, the cardiologist
made an incision in my
groin, placed a stent over a

balloon catheter and slid it
into the heart muscle to im-
prove blood flow. I was
awake, but did not feel any
pain.

From there, the ICU
nurses — especially Glenn,
Rene, KayLee and Shig —
took fantastic care of me.
They could not have pro-
vided better care, even if
that meant waking me con-
stantly.

I had a follow-up visit
and a stress test with Dr.
Jigishu Dhabuwala at the
North Atlanta Heart and
Vascular  Cl inic  before
being released to the care of
Dr. Boisey O. Barnes, my
regular  cardiologis t  in
Washington. I spoke with
Dr. Barnes during this pe-
riod and before I returned
home, he had already dis-
cussed getting me into a
heart rehabilitation program
and enrolling me in a Har-
vard study to prevent sec-
ond heart attacks.

After writing about my
bypass 18 years ago, Bill
Pickard, a Detroit business-
man, said I had probably
saved his life because he
took some immediate steps
to improve his health after
reading about my challenge
in Emerge magazine.

At the urging of “Uncle
Mike” Fauvelle of Setauket,
N.Y., I am writing about my
second close call with
death, hoping that it, too,
will prompt you to not only
pay closer attention to your
health, but be aware of the

small signs of trouble and
do something about it im-
mediately if you sense
something is awry.
George E. Curry, former

editor-in-chief of Emerge
magazine, is editor-in-chief
of the National Newspaper
Publishers Association

News Service (NNPA) and
BlackPressUSA.com. He is
a keynote speaker, modera-
tor, and media coach. Curry
can be reached through his
Web s i te ,  www.george-
curry.com. You can also fol-
low him on Twitter and
Facebook.
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‘I didn’t even realize that I had a heart attack’

Your skin changes as you
age. You might notice wrin-
kles, age spots and dryness.
Your skin also becomes
thinner and loses fat, mak-
ing it less plump and
smooth. It might take longer
to heal, too.

Sunlight is a major cause
of skin aging. You can pro-
tect yourself by staying out

of the sun when it is
strongest, using sunscreen
with an SPF of 15 or higher,
wearing protective clothing,
and avoiding sunlamps and
tanning beds. 

Cigarette smoking also
contributes to wrinkles. The
wrinkling increases with the
amount of cigarettes and
number of years a person

has smoked.
Many products claim to

revitalize aging skin or re-
duce wrinkles, but the Food
and Drug Administration
has approved only a few for
sun-damaged or aging skin.
Various treatments soothe
dry skin and reduce the ap-
pearance of age spots.

Don’t forget to take care of
your skin in the spring sun



By Charles O’Neal

There is no question that
these are difficult times, and
in Texas it seems the times
get more difficult whenever
the legislature is in session.
Already during the 84th
Texas Legislature we’ve
been treated to a barrage of
issues, from immigration
and border control, open
carry (even on college cam-
puses!), strained education
budgets and the usual bien-
nial fights over water and
transportation.

There is no question that
each of these issues de-
serves the attention of ALL
Texans and the legislative
solutions applied to fix
them will require far more
than the harsh partisan pos-
turing we’ve been treated to
so far this session.

In the meantime – while
all these other issues swirl
around in search of an-
swers, there is one persist-
ent problem that seems to
escape resolution: our state
just can’t figure out how to

do business with Black Tex-
ans!

Since 1999 an increasing
number of state agencies
have committed – during
legislative years – to a se-
ries of Memorandums of
Cooperation. The intent of
the commitment is in-
creased contract awards to
the most Texan of groups,
Historically Underutilized
Businesses. HUBs, as this
group has become famil-
iarly known, are Black, His-
panic, Asian/Pacific Is-
lander, Native American

and white women-owned
businesses. During the 83rd
Legislature in 2013, dis-
abled military veterans
were specifically added to
the roster of Texans covered
by HUB statutes, despite
the fact that any veteran
other than a white male
would fall into one of the
other identified groups.

The Texas Association of
African American Cham-
bers of Commerce, an or-
ganization comprised of
more than 20 Black cham-
bers of commerce from

across Texas, has been at
the forefront of efforts to
change the way Texas agen-
cies fail to include Black-
owned businesses in their
purchasing decisions. With
the consistent, persistent ef-
forts of members of the
Texas Legislative Black
Caucus, TAAACC has kept
the issue front and center,
forging relationships with
agency directors and per-
sonnel, constantly challeng-
ing them to match agency
performance with the intent
of the Memorandum of Co-
operation.

How’s that working out?
We were flabbergasted dur-
ing last session to learn that
spending with Black-owned
businesses totaled a paltry
ONE POINT SIX THREE
PERCENT (.0163) of about
$14.5 BILLION spent for
goods and services in the
2012 budget.

Pretty bad, huh? Imagine,
then, our reaction when we
discovered that in the 2014

HUB spending report con-
tract awards to Black-
owned businesses had
slipped to 1.22%... THAT’S
A PROBLEM!!!

Because one stereotypical
response to our questions to
agency staff is “…we can’t
find any…” we want to help
them. Black Business Day
at the Capitol is Tuesday,
March 31. If you are in
business, want to be in busi-
ness, or believe that Black
businesses deserve a more
representative share of
Texas agency spending, join
us at the Capitol on Tues-
day, March 31, 2015.  

You’ll get a chance to
witness the signing of the
2015 Memorandum of Co-
operation, see your govern-
ment at work and meet the
legislators that make the de-
cisions on how your tax
dollars are spent. More im-
portant than all of that, the
presence of thousands of
Black business owners in
our state Capitol will send

an irrefutable message that
Black businesses do exist,
that the owners of those
businesses can provide
goods and services to state
agencies and those business
owners expect the Gover-
nor, Senators and Represen-
tatives to make sure Texas
government is responsive to
the concerns of Black-
owned businesses.

There are nearly 200,000
Black owned businesses in
our state and by the time of
the 2020 Census, Texas will
have the 2nd largest Black
population among the 50
states. None of this will
make a difference if Black
Texans don’t have an op-
portunity to earn a return on
our taxpayer investment.

We hope we can count on
your presence at the Capitol
on March 31st… and re-
member: If you’re not part
of the solution…
Charles O’Neal is theP-

resident of the Texas Asso-
ciation of African American
Chambers of Commerce.

hard place. To whom will
we turn? Will Hillary help
us? Will one of the Republi-
can candidates help us?
Maybe Dr. Ben (Carson)
will win and come to our
rescue. What are Black
folks to do in 2016 as we
now find ourselves wedged
between Barack and a hard
place with no wiggle room?
Maybe we could “apolo-
gize” to Hillary for aban-
doning her in 2008. Maybe
we could do a public mea
culpa to the Republicans.
After all, we need someone
to turn to now, right?

Well, here are a few
thoughts. Maybe we can
now turn to ourselves.
Maybe now we will fully
understand the error of our
ways and make appropriate
change. Maybe we will fi-
nally work together as a
solid bloc to leverage our
precious votes against the
2016 candidates. Maybe we
will understand that no mat-
ter who resides at 1600

Pennsylvania  Avenue ,
Black folks still have to be
vigilant about our political
and economic position in
this country. And maybe, as
we struggle to remove our-
selves from between Barack
and a hard place, at least a
small percentage of us will
organize around economic
and political empowerment.

The Barack experiment
was cool. He sings like Al
Green, dances like the step-
pers in Chicago, shoots
three-pointers on the bas-
ketball court, plays golf
with Alonzo Mourning, and
even gets his preach on
when speaking to Black au-
diences. In other words,
Barack could make us feel
real good, so much so that
we kicked back, relaxed,
and waited for him to fix
our problems, to speak on
our behalf, and to give us
the same deference he gives
to other groups. Now, we
find ourselves between

Barack and a hard place –
no turning room, very little
breathing room, and much
uncertainty about our future
in the political arena.

There will be a new sher-
iff in town in January 2017,
and our guy will stand there
with him or her to give con-
grats and well wishes right
before he rides off into the
sunset, back to Chicago,
Hawaii, or wherever, to
enjoy the fruit of his labor,
and I do mean fruit. He and
his family will be well taken
care of, but most of our
families will be in the same
or worse condition, having
been stuck between Barack
and a hard place for eight
years.
Jim Clingman, founder of

the Greater Cincinnati
African American Chamber
of Commerce, is the nation’s
most prolific writer on eco-
nomic empowerment for
Black people. He can be
reached through his web-
site, blackonomics.com.
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Austin - We have a problem...

Charles O’Neal,, President of the Texas Association of African Ameri-
can Chambers of Commerce.



Collin College will hold
its annual ESL Excellence
Scholarship Luncheon,
noon-1:30 p.m., Thursday,
April 2, at the Spring Creek
Campus Living Legends
Conference Center, 2800 E.
Spring Creek Parkway in
Plano.

Part celebration and part
fundraiser, the scholarship
luncheon will feature live
entertainment, a catered
meal and a message from
students helped by the Eng-
lish as a Second Language
program.

Communication is a skill
that most Americans take
for granted. Someone who
has lived here all his life un-
derstands even the roughest
native speaker’s English.
That isn’t always true for

non-native English speak-
ers, who may need a little
more help working through
the language to function
well in society.

Originally from Mexico,
student Martha Ahmad said
she was not prepared for the
transition to English when
she came to the United
States even though she had
studied the language for
years on her own. She just
didn’t feel fluent enough to
be confident in her speech.

“I had a lot of plans,
thinking I was going to
work and do so many
things. It was very surpris-
ing that I couldn’t even ask
for a job,” she said.

She has made great
strides in the years since she
came to America, but there

were subtleties to English
that made going to college
difficult. Ahmad said the
small classes in Collin Col-
lege’s ESL program made
learning easier because the
education felt more per-
sonal. She said the teachers
were very nurturing and
that she feels much more
confident now.

“I took four classes last
semester and I feel much
better,” she said.

The ESL Excellence
Scholarship program has
given 21 students help pay-
ing for classes to master the
language since its inception
in 2011. The scholarships
are available to all Collin
College students who have
taken at least one English as
a Second Language class

and plan to take another.
The scholarships are tied
specifically to ESL classes,
which are not always cov-
ered by other scholarships.
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Fourteen Garland ISD
AVID students are vying for
a  c h a n c e  t o  r e c e i v e
$20,000, a laptop and ongo-
ing educational support.
The high schoolers were re-
cently named Dell Scholar
semifinalists due to their ac-
ademic rigor, ambition and
perseverance.

“This is great news for
our AVID students, their
teachers and families,” said
GISD AVID Director Janice
Howard. “To be recognized
as a Dell Scholar semifinal-
is t  involves  a  r igorous
process and is a tremendous
honor.”

The Dell Scholar Pro-

gram is an initiative of the
Michael  & Susan Del l
Foundat ion,  which has
gifted more than $60 mil-
lion to highly motivated,
u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d  h i g h
schoolers since 2004. The
Dell Scholar Program con-
siders students who are en-
rolled in an approved col-
lege readiness program,
hold a minimum 2.4 GPA,
demonstrate a financial as-
sistance need, and will en-
roll as a full-time college
student in the fall.

“Dell Scholars are stu-
dents who demonstrate their
desire and ability to over-
come bar r ie rs  and  to

achieve their goals,” the
program’s website states.
“These scholars serve as
positive role models and
change the trajectories for
their families, friends and
communities.”

Dell Scholars will be
named April 10. The fol-
lowing GISD students are
in the running to earn the
esteemed title.

• Yarely DeLeon – Gar-
land High School

• Adriana Diaz – North
Garland High School

• Katherinne Estrada –
Lakeview Centennial High
School

• Uriel Granados – North

Garland High School
• Thomas Hall – South

Garland High School
• Bianca Herrera – South

Garland High School
• Ashley Hilario Ramirez

– North Garland High
School

• Jershayla Johnson –
Lakeview Centennial High
School

• Jo’el Kilgore – Garland
High School

• Tiye Moore – Garland
High School

• Betzy Mundo – Garland
High School

•  Jenni fer  Nguyen –
Lakeview Centennial High

School
• Esbeyde Romero –

Lakeview Centennial High

School
• Ramiro Rosas – North

Garland High School

14 Garland ISD students selected as Dell Scholar semifinalists

ESL Excellence Luncheon raises
needed funds for scholarships

WANTED 
OLD  JAPANESE
MOTORCYCLES 

KAWASAKI-- Z1-900(1972-75), 
KZ900, KZ1000(1976-1982), Z1R, 
KZ1000MK2(1979,80), W1-650, 

H1-500(1969-72), H2-750(1972-1975), 
S1-250, S2-350, S3-400, KH250, 
KH400, SUZUKI--GS400, GT380, 

HONDA--CB750K(1969-1976), 
CBX1000(1979,80)

$$ CASH $$
1-800-772-1142
1-310-721-0726 

usa@classicrunners.com

The Cedar Valley College
Alumni Department invites
the public to a special
recognition and fundraising
event in honor of CVC’s
Alpha Zeta Omicron chap-
ter of Phi Theta Kappa. It
will be held from 5-7 p.m.
Monday, April 13 in the
CVC Performance Hall
(Building E).

Alpha Zeta Omicron was
named the top international

chapter in the world last
April and has a long and
distinguished tradition of
excellence at Cedar Valley
College. CVC invites the
community to come and
help celebrate the chapter
and its significant accom-
plishments.

"Our Phi Theta Kappa
chapter at Cedar Valley has
established a well-earned
reputation for excellence

over the past two decades,
and this prestigious award
we received further vali-
dates the tremendous work
our chapter does on behalf
of our students and to pro-
mote academic success,"
said Dr. Jennifer Wimbish,
President of Cedar Valley
College.

"We are very proud of our

Cedar Valley College to Host
Special Phi Theta Kappa Event

See EVENT, Page 16



The Pink Tee Foundation,
a 501(c)3 tax exempt non-
profit mentoring program
that introduces inner city

girls between the ages of 7-
17 to the game of golf, will
be kicking off their 3rd sea-
son April 18 at Tenison Golf

Course.
Pink Tee Foundation start

in 2013 and the momentum
continues to touch the lives
of young girls throughout
the DFW Metroplex. This
year Pink Tee started with
an after school program at
Focus Academy in Oak
Cliff in late March. The full
program starts April 18 and

includes 18 weeks of learn-
ing fundamental golf skills
along with valuable life
skills.

In 2009 the NCAA re-
p o r t e d  t h a t  o v e r  2 0 0
women’s golf scholarships
went unused. Pink Tee
Founder LoveVell Higgs
explains the importance of
girls learning the game, “It

is so great to be able to offer
this program for another
year.  Girls are able to be
exposed to a game that is
traditionally not offered in
our communities. Golf is
also a great way for young
girls to earn college schol-
arships.  Pink Tee is able to
bring excitement to the
game of golf and pique the

interest of young girls”.
Early registration for

Pink Tee will take place
April 4 at Cedar Crest Golf
Course from 11 a.m. - 12:30
p.m.

To find out more about
Pink Tee go to their website
pinkteegolf.com or contact
LoveVell Higgs at 972-910-
2476.

Arts & Entertainmentwww.NorthDallasGazette.com Community Spotlight
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Community members are
invited to tee off for educa-
tion at the 13th-annual Gar-
land ISD Education Foun-
dation Golf Tournament, set
to kick off with a 9 a.m.
shotgun start April 10 at
Firewheel Golf Park.

"We are looking forward
to having a delightful, suc-
cessful 13th year," said Ed-
ucation Foundation Presi-
dent Lisa Cox. "Last year,
144 golfers helped raise
$48,000. This year, we want
to hit the $60,000 mark, and
are excited to get there with

the help of our supportive
community."

For more than a decade,
this annual event has of-
fered participants an oppor-
tunity to support GISD stu-
dents and staff while also
enjoying spirited competi-
tion, camaraderie and one
of the premier golf com-
plexes in Texas.

Pogue Construction and
Gay, McCall, Isaacks, Gor-
don & Roberts, P.C. are
among this year’s sponsors.
Several sponsorship levels
ranging from $500-$4,000

are still available, giving
applicants a chance to pro-
mote their services. Individ-
ual playing spots are also
still available for $200.

All tournament partici-
pants will receive official
golf tournament apparel, a
Foundation Foursome pack-
age and a door prize entry in
addition to breakfast, lunch,
beverages and snacks. A
hole-in-one contest, six
team awards and four indi-
vidual awards will also be
up for grabs.

All proceeds from this
one-day outdoor affair will
benefit the youth of Gar-
land, Rowlett and Sachse.
The Garland ISD Education
Foundation is a nonprofit
organization that generates
and distributes resources to
enrich teaching and learn-
ing throughout the district.

The deadline to register
for this charitable event is
Friday, April 3. To reserve a
spot, contact the GISD Edu-
cation Foundation at 972-
487-3253.

Garland ISD Education Foundation Golf Tournament is April 10

Pink Tee Foundation tees off new season on April 18

The Pink Tee Foundation is a non-profit organization that  introduces
inner-city girls to the game of golf. (Courtesy photo)

tive producer credit, along
with co-creator, executive
producer and series director
Roger Bobb.

"Mann & Wife allows
David and Tamela to show
a new audience the incredi-
bly funny, talented, loving
and charming couple that
they are in real life and that
they portray in their charac-
ters on the series," ex-
presses Roger Bobb. "I feel
honored and blessed to be
able to showcase the talents
of my good friends David
and Tamela."

Mann & Wife is the
newest original series for
Bounce TV, which is the
fastest-growing African-
American (AA) targeted
network on television and
has become the #2 most-
watched among all AA net-
works. Bounce TV has
grown to be available in

more than 85 million homes
across 90 markets, 90% of
African-American televi-
sion homes -- including all
of the top AA television
markets -- and three quar-
ters of the total television
homes in the United States.

"We are officially the go-
to outlet for African Ameri-
can family-friendly original
programming and so proud
to be partnering with the
Manns on Mann & Wife,"
says Ri-Karlo Handy, VP of
Original Programming for
Bounce TV. "David and
Tamela bring a loyal fan
base, years of experience in
television and a vision to
bring back family program-
ming. We're supporting
them 100%."

Viewers can learn more
and watch the trailer at
www.bouncetv.com/shows/
mann-and-wife.



Black men vs. Black
women

“We in Black communi-
ties don’t talk about [sexual
assault] because of this
pressure to protect the
race,” says Aishah Shahidah
Simmons, a survivor, edu-

cator, activist, and director
of “NO! The Rape Docu-
mentary,” an international
award-winning film that ex-
plores sexual violence
within in the Black commu-
nity.

The Philadelphia native

explained, “[Black women]
are valuable when we’re
concerned about protecting
our men and our children
and our communities, but
when it comes to talking
about the violence that
we’ve experienced at the
hands of the men in our
communities, then we’re
traitors.

After Sharita Lee was
raped at age 20 by a child-
hood friend, she didn’t
know what to do. He had at-
tacked her after hours of
reminiscing and catching
up, and immediately after a
sudden phone call that
brought news of her grand-
father’s death. He was so
abrupt that he had inter-
rupted his own condolences
when he pinned her to the
couch.

“A reason in why I never
told was because – in his
particular case – as he
began to rape me, I felt
pleasure. And I knew I was
not supposed to be feeling
pleasure because I was
being raped,” she says nerv-
ously. “In the moment, I felt
confused, I felt stupid, be-
cause – you know? It’s al-
most like, do I just say ‘for-
get it’ that he’s raping me, to
enjoy it, or not? So for me,
I couldn’t even admit it.
This is probably the first
time I’m admitting it out
loud, ever.”

Distrust of mainstream
systems

There are other reasons
Black women are less likely
to vocalize their pain, in-
cluding a deep distrust law
of both the criminal justice
system and the medical
community.

For Tiffany Perry, it was
more personal than a philo-
sophical distrust of the
criminal justice system. At
21 years old, she was the
victim of an attempted rape
by a police officer. The mar-
ried policeman was also her
co-worker, and her usual
ride home after work. One
evening, he cornered her in
a secluded makeshift office
and pinned on a couch
where officers slept be-
tween shifts.

“I’m saying, ‘Stop! Stop,

get off of me what are you
doing? I’m going to
scream!’ And he says, ‘Go
ahead, who’s going to save
you, you’re in a police sta-
tion.’ When he said that to
me I just froze. I was like,
‘Wow, I am. Nobody’s
going to do anything,’” she
remembered.

After groping her for a
few more minutes, her as-
sailant suddenly changed
his mind, releasing her.

“The thing is – when we
left there, I got in the car
with him. And I tried to ex-
plain this…I was so afraid
of him that I got in the car
with him,” Perry says. “To
people, that doesn’t make
any sense…but when he
said, ‘Nobody’s going to
hear you, and nobody’s
going to believe you,’ I con-
vinced myself that he was
right. I felt like I should’ve
known better.”

She never reported the in-
cident. Two years later, she
was able to tell her mother,
who had been raped and
had become pregnant with

her at age 15.
“I didn’t want to be scru-

tinized, I didn’t want to be
under the limelight. I didn’t
want to relive it. I didn’t
want to talk about it,” Perry
said. “Even now I have feel-
ings of guilt…what if, be-
cause I didn’t say nothing,
this guy went further with
some other young lady? Or,
maybe I wasn’t the
first…maybe the person be-
fore me, she didn’t seem
mad either, so that’s what
made him think it was okay
to do that to me.

“You say to yourself, you
don’t know what’s right or
wrong. You just do what
you can, or know how to do
in that moment.”

NEXT: Life after Rape
(The project was made

possible by a grant from the
National Health Journalism
Fellowship, a program of
the University of Southern
California Annenberg
School for Communication
and Journalism.)
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"I love to share the
following words from
Nelson Mandela, who
encourages us to un-
leash our own life of
leadership and great-
ness," says Ona. "'What
counts in life is not the
mere fact that we have
lived. It is what differ-
ence we have made to
the lives of others that
will determine the sig-
nificance of the life we
lead.'"

T h e  O w n  Y o u r
Dreams Tour is seeking
donations to help Ona
reach and empower as
many people as possi-
ble. C o n t r i b u t i o n s
c a n  b e  m a d e  a t
www.onabrown.com.
For more information
about  Ona Brown’s
Own Your Dream Tour,
contact info@onabrown.-
com or call (305) 999-
5556.

BROWN, 
From Page 2



By Dwight Brown
NNPA Film Critic

Sean Penn takes a page
out of the Liam Neeson
book of machismo in this
sterile international thriller
about a Special Forces sol-
dier-turned-assassin who
commits a crime he can’t
live with. There’s one key
difference between the two
actors’ approach to action
films: Neeson’s have hu-
mane qualities. Penn, as a
deadeye killer named Jim
Terrier, is not all that lov-
able. Go figure.

Somewhere in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the
Congo, under the guise of
an innocent contractor, Ter-
rier is actually in cahoots
with some devious people
who are there to exploit the
land for precious stones.
When a government offi-
cial, the Minister of Mining,
gets in the way, he is done
in. Terrier goes on the lam,
leaving behind his foreign
aid worker girlfriend Annie
(Jasmine Trinca) and a

sneaky friend named Felix
(Javier Bardem).

Eight years later, Terrier
has changed his ways and is
doing humanitarian work in
Africa when thugs come
hunting for him. That event
drags him back to his old
life, as he heads to London,
Barcelona and Gibraltar to
dig up old chums and find
out who is trying to kill
him. By the way, Felix has
married Annie, and any ref-
erences to the fox guarding
the chicken coop are war-
ranted.

Pierre Morel, the director
of the original Neeson-star-

ring Taken film, seems the
perfect mentor for Penn, as
the way-too-sober actor at-
tempts to morph into an
ultra tough guy. It takes a
while for Penn’s interpreta-
tion of Terrier to gel, and
when it does we find him
cold, detached, reeling from
head trauma like a retired
football player and not sym-
pathetic. He shoots to kill, is
an expert martial arts guy
and his boxing skills are on
point. Yet, his antics never
excite you. Yes, Penn is an
Oscar-caliber actor, but this
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Let NDG Entertainment be a part of your upcoming events! Contact jbrewer@northdallasgazette.com Entertainment

Do you have an upcoming event? Contact NDG Entertainment at jbrewer@northdallasgazette.com

NDG Entertainment Ticket Giveaway!!! Visit www.northdallasgazette.com
to win tickets to DCT's The Tale of Peter Rabbit.

Enter to Win!
Ticket Giveaway

As part of their 2014-15
theatre series, TeCo is part-
ner ing  wi th  Southern
Methodis t  Univers i ty
Meadows School of the
Arts to present The Clothes-
line Muse, a multi-discipli-
nary theater project explor-
ing the clothesline as a
metaphor  for  women's
work, a community lifeline,
and its ties to our environ-
ment. Six time Grammy-

nominated vocalist Nnenna
Freelon lends her talents to
this new devised theater
work.  The Clothesl ine
Muse will transport audi-
ences and students to a dif-
ferent world, where the
onerous yet honorable task
of washing clothes by hand
is transformed into beautiful
imagery, dance, and song.

This multi-disciplinary
theater performance com-

bines the talents and knowl-
edge of three incredible
artists to create an evening
of dance, music, spoken
word, video, and interactive
art. Much like the internet,
the clothesline connects us
to one another, allowing us
to share stories and connect
our collective histories. This
is an important history les-
son that turned the very
wheels of our country. It in-

cludes the first US labor
strike - of Atlanta washer-
women in 1881 and encom-
passes the deep compassion
of laundress Osceola Mc-
Carty.  The Clothesl ine
Muse reverberates from the
multitude of women who
pulled their families up
from poverty using only
their clotheslines.

Kariamu Welsh is a cho-
reographer and professor in

the dance department of
Boyer College of Music and
Dance at Temple Univer-
sity. She received her Doc-
tor’s of Arts from New York
University and her MA.H.
from the University of New
York at Buffalo. She is a
published author by Africa
World Press, Trenton, NJ:
Zimbabwe Dance: Rhyth-
mic  Forces ,  Ances t ra l
Voices and An Aesthetic

Analysis and Umfundalai:
An African Dance Tech-
nique. Nnenna Freelon a
S i x - t i m e  G R A M M Y
Award-nominee Nnenna
Freelon has earned a repu-
tation as a captivating vo-
calist, most recently in 2007
on In Performance At The
White House to celebrate
the 20th Anniversary of the

TeCo to present The Clothesline Muse in 2014/15 series

See TECO, Page 11

Film Review: The Gunman

See GUNMAN, Page 16

North Dallas Gazette launches Youtube Channel
The North Dallas Gazette

recognizes that in this digi-
tal age, our readers enjoy
receiving hot news and in-
formation in a variety of
formats. 

We are very pleased to
o f f i c i a l l y  l a u n c h  o u r
YouTube channel and invite
readers  to subscribe to
NDGTV for interviews

with entertainers and news-
makers.
Business Insider reported

earlier this year, “YouTube
reaches more adults aged 18
to 34 than any single cable
TV network. 

Nearly half of people in
th is  age  group v is i ted
YouTube between Decem-
ber  2013 and February

2014, according to Nielsen.
“The ability to discover

free streaming of popular
news, movie and music
videos contributed to the
explosion of growth of this
social network which boasts
over 1 billion unique visi-
tors each month!

A few of the current
videos include:

NDGTV catches an inter-
view with Al Wash the CEO
of ALW Entertainment,
who shares the history of
the Southwest Airlines State
Fair Classic – between the
football teams and the
marching bands of Gram-
bling State University of
Louisiana and Prairie View
A&M University of Texas. NDG's V/P of Entertainment Jessica Brewer, interviews Ellen Torbert,

Southwest Airlines' Vice President Diversity & Inclusion.



The nonprofit AT&T Per-
forming Arts Center an-
nounces the 2015 Spring
lineup of Patio Sessions, a
free music series in Sam-
mons Park. The weekly
Patio Sessions features a di-
verse schedule of local mu-
sicians from the DFW area,
the first week will feature
The Roomsounds with
RTB2 opening.

The performances from
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. are
aimed at the downtown,
after-work crowd, adding to
an already vibrant lineup of
activities in the downtown
Dallas Arts District on
Thursday evenings. 

Attendees are encouraged
to enjoy food and drinks at
the Sammons Park Porch.
Local food trucks will be on
site for concessions for pur-
chase and visitors are wel-
come to bring their own
food. The only alcoholic
beverages permitted will be
those purchased at the Cen-
ter’s concession stands.

Patio Sessions is sched-
uled for every Thursday in
April and May. The follow-
ing lineup is comprised en-
tirely of area musicians, in-
cluding emerging new
artists and favorites of the
area’s independent music
scene.

Check attpac.org/patioses-
sions and facebook.com/pa-
tiosessions for updates.

April 2 – The Room-
sounds with RTB2

The Roomsounds are a
Dallas, Texas based Ameri-
can rock band. Their rootsy,
back-to-basics approach
evokes the era of ‘60′s and
‘70′s classic rock and roll.
The band puts their free-
wheeling, youthful spin on
timeless rock paved way by
their tuneful forefathers:
Tom Petty, The Beatles and
The Rolling Stones."Led by

singer and guitarist Ryan
Michael, this four-piece de-
livers a masterwork of
blues-rock with the most
sludgy style DFW has heard
in a while. With guitar tones
straight from the early-‘70s
Rolling Stones, it’s impos-
sible not to get into this disc
right away. But The Room-
sounds are no one-trick
pony. Their brilliant song-
writing, along with versatile
vocals, walks the listener
through a museum with dis-
plays of country, garage
rock, gospel, folk, punk and
more, all with the tour-
guide of catchy accessibil-
ity. " (- Mark Beneventi, Lit
Monthly)
http://theroomsounds.com
RTB2 are a volatile duo

from Denton, TX with a
multi-disciplinary sound
that spans across a vast mu-
sical spectrum. From roots
music to abstract progres-
sive rock to soul to ambient
soundscapes, you become
contently spellbound with a
colorful musical aftertaste
by a sound much greater
than the sum of its parts
(live shows: vocals, guitar,
and drums). Ryan & Grady
played in bands together for
seven years before develop-
ing this project. Birthed in
2005, RTB2 has released
two EPs, two full-lengths, a
live album, and an exclu-
sive 8-track tape. Their cur-
rent release, 2, was pro-
duced by Stuart Sikes (Cat
Power, Loretta Lynn, The
White Stripes).

https://www.facebook.co
m/RTB2RTB2

April 9 – The King
Bucks (acoustic) with

Ronnie Fauss
The King Bucks music

forges a unique alliance be-
tween traditional country,
boogie, rockabilly and soul.
This fearless blend tran-
scends mere country and
propels the band into a hith-
erto unexplored realm of
progressive honky tonk.
Their sound appeals to die
hard purists as well as those
unfamiliar with the revered
legacy of country music’s
early masters. The members
of the band had played to-
gether in various musical
endeavors prior to their col-
lective debut at Texas’ fa-
mous Mesquite Rodeo. It
was this performance that
helped solidify their vision
of a bold new approach to a
time honored genre.

h t tp : / /www. thek ing-
bucks.com/

Ronnie Fauss is a Dallas-
based alt-country singer-
songwriter, who arrived on
the scene with a string of
EPs in 2009 & 2010 (“New
Songs for the Old Frontier,”
“I Can’t Make You Happy,”
“Mulligan”) that provided
rough sketches of an artist
stomping around in space
until solid ground appeared
beneath his feet. On I Am
The Man You Know I’m
Not, a gifted bare bones sto-
ryteller has emerged,
singing in warm, personal

tones accentuated by flour-
ishes of electric guitars, fid-
dles, organs, and steel gui-
tars. Recorded at BnG Stu-
dio in Nashville alongside
producer Sigurdur Birkis
(drummer for Will Hoge),
the album is an 11-song tes-
tament to how far the alt-
country sound has traveled
from the classic Wilco and
Uncle Tupelo records of the
‘90s. Fauss’ narratives ex-
plore present tense perils
and the requisite hope for
tomorrow, all while ac-
knowledging that things
could fall apart at any mo-
ment.

http://ronniefauss.com/

April 16 - Salim
Nourallah Boombox Ex-

periment with Paul
Slavens

If a Beatle was left in the
desert at age three and
raised in El Paso, Texas,
you’d have Salim Noural-
lah. Salim is a North Texas
music scene fixture. After
gaining initial acclaim with
the Denton-based Nourallah
Brothers he’s gone on to re-
lease a half dozen solo al-
bums.
http://salimnourallah.com
Paul Slavens is well

known in the North Texas
area for his work as a multi-
instrumentalist with bands
like Ten Hands, the Baptist
Generals and The Travoltas.
He also frequently performs
an Improvisational Musical
Comedy show and won the
2011 Dallas Observer
Music Award for Best Jazz
Act, and the 2013 and 2014
Award for best Keyboardist.

Paul is additionally well
known for his radio pro-
gram "The Paul Slavens
Show" on KXT. He began
doing his show on KERA in
2004 and the program has
received awards from the
Dallas Observer in 2008,
2009 and 2010 and has been
nominated every year since
2005 for Dallas Observer
Music Awards . As a com-
poser his works have been
performed at museums in
Dallas and Fort Worth, The
McKinney Ave. Contempo-
rary, The Wyly Theatre and
the Grapevine Palace The-
ater.
https://www.facebook.co

m/thepaulslavensshow

April 23 – The Cush
with Daniel Markham
In the time-honored tradi-

tion of husband/wife duos
(think Yo La Tengo and
Sonic Youth) providing the
creative core and identity of
a band, Burette and
Gabrielle Douglas bring a
sound and musical vision
all their own to The Cush.
Formed in Dallas, TX in
2000, The Cush features
sympathetic songwriting
armed with vintage tape de-
lays and a batch of psych-
pop mini suites. Over the
years, The Cush has opened
for artists including Cat
Power, Broken Social
Scene, Stars, Deerhoof, The
Fiery Furnaces, Dead
Meadow, Centro-matic, and
James McMurtry, among
many others. In 2007 the
band played a series of
dates in the UK, including
the Dream Machine Festi-

val. “Transcendental Heat-
wave,” the new album is
now available.

http://www.thecush.com/
Daniel Markham plays

rock and roll music for the
people. Since relocating
from Lubbock to Denton,
Tx he and his band have re-
leased two critically ac-
claimed albums, "Ruined
My Life" and "Pretty
Bitchin.” The latest offer-
ing, "Smoke Paint" is col-
laboration between
Markham and bandmate
Tony Ferraro. 
http://danielmarkham.ba

ndcamp.com/

April 30 –Boxcar
Bandits

Boxcar Bandits began
when Texas Rex enlisted
the help of some local mu-
sicians and began perform-
ing under the moniker in
February 2006 in their town
of Denton, TX.  Equally at
home at a beer joint or con-
cert hall, the Bandits meld
old-time, bluegrass, western
swing and country with the
sounds of string band in-
struments to create the
“North Texas Skunkgrass”
sound. The Bandits first
album, “Smells Like Grass”
was self-released in 2008,
and a live set, “Live at
Dan’s Silver Leaf,” was re-
leased in 2011; now both
are available on Break-a-
Pick Records.   They are
currently at work in the stu-
dio for their third album, “A
Tribute to Doc Watson.”
http://www.boxcarban-

dits.com/

Car Review

10 | March 26 - April 1, 2015 | North Dallas Gazette

Entertainment Too! Let NDG Entertainment be a part of your upcoming events! Contact jbrewer@northdallasgazette.com

Do you have an upcoming event? Contact NDG Entertainment at jbrewer@northdallasgazette.com

Let's Hear From You!!! What are your favorite Dallas Venues? Who would
you like to see? NDG Entertainment wants to hear from you!!! Let us

know at jbrewer@northdallasgazette.com.
Enter to Win!
Ticket Giveaway

Free concert series performers for April
announced for AT&T Performing Arts Center



Grassroots Newswire)
Small businesses are a  vital
component of the U.S.
economy, making up nearly
half of the American GDP
and creating 63 percent of
new jobs between 1993 and
mid-2013, according to re-
cent studies by the U.S.
Small Business Administra-
tion. Clint Purtell, a local
advisor with The Entrepre-
neur’s Source, the nation’s
leading alternative career
coaching company, says
that - considering the mas-
sive impact that small busi-
ness ownership has on the
economy - it’s crucial that
small businesses succeed
and continue to be a hub of
employment.

For those entertaining the
idea of business ownership
and looking to explore what
options are available, The
Entrepreneur’s Source is
hosting a complimentary,
virtual career expo. The
Start A Business Weekend
(SABW -- http://www.starta-
businessweekend.com/) expo
will take place March 26-
28, 2015.

Because business owner-
ship can be accomplished in
many ways, Purtell says
that among the first things
for would-be entrepreneurs
to consider are long-term
life and career goals, needs
and expectations, and how
business ownership can be
best used to achieve suc-
cess. Deciding between in-
dependent ownership (e.g.,
starting a business from
scratch or buying an exist-
ing business) or joining a
franchise system is the next
crucial step toward entre-

preneurship.
To start the conversation,

Purtell shares key aspects of
business ownership for
would-be entrepreneurs to
consider when deciding if
independent ownership or
franchising is right for
them:

• Ownership Structure: In
creating an independent
business, the owner is able
to call all the shots -- inven-
tory, services, business
hours, etc. -- and is free to
experiment and develop his
or her own strategies. While
this is great for some, as-
suming the cost of research
and development may be
too risky for others. Fran-
chisors have already tested
replicable business models
and have systems in place,
saving the franchisee signif-
icant time, energy and
money.

• Overall Investment:
Typically, franchising has a
lower total investment than
independent ownership be-
cause the franchisor plays a
large role in the start-up of
the business: helping with
real estate site selection,
lease negotiations, vendor
discounts, marketing sup-
port, etc. This also means
that a franchisee has a fi-
nancial obligation to the
franchisor, and will likely
have to pay a monthly roy-
alty fee, but the upside po-
tential should more than
pay for itself. On the other
hand, in an independent
business, the owner can
choose to delay expansion
or downsize service offer-
ings when money is tight.

• Marketing and Brand-

ing: In other categories, the
preference between fran-
chising and independent
ownership can be judged
based on perspective, but in
marketing and brand recog-
nition franchising has a
clear advantage. 

If the entrepreneur in-
vests in a long-standing,
well-known company, the
brand and service offerings
will already be common
knowledge. Franchisors are
also able to invest much
more money into advertis-
ing, marketing and public
relations than independent
owners, meaning a fran-
chisee has to do less to get
more people to walk
through the door.

• Operational Assets: For
some, independent owner-
ship may supply an outlet
by which they can cre-
atively manage their busi-
ness and drive their way to-
ward success. For those
who prefer to leverage ex-
isting systems, the support
that a franchise system pro-
vides can be priceless � the
franchisor only succeeds if
their franchisees succeed,
so ongoing support is essen-
tial to create this win-win
relationship. Outside of
support from the franchisor
and franchisees in the sys-
tem, franchising allows
owners to benefit from col-
lective buying and bargain-
ing power.

“In general, business
ownership requires a large
amount of personal invest-
ment and hard work to suc-
ceed, but the benefits of
success are never-ending,”
said Purtell. “Self-suffi-
ciency through owning a
business allows you to

achieve your desired ILWE
- income, lifestyle, wealth
and equity goals  and the
satisfaction of being in the
driver’s seat of your own
career path.”

It’s necessary to take all
aspects of business owner-
ship into account to deter-
mine if franchising or inde-
pendent ownership will
bring the most success
based on the owners’ indi-
vidual skills, talents and
preferences. 

Start A Business Week-
end gives attendees the op-
portunity to explore a vari-
ety of franchise opportuni-
ties and speak with a coach
to discover if franchise en-
trepreneurship is the best
path toward self-suffi-
ciency. 

Registration is free at
http://www.startabusiness-
weekend.com/?cpurtell.

For more information
about pursuing franchise
entrepreneurship as a sec-

ond career, contact Clint
Purtell of The Entrepre-
neur’s Source in Frisco at
469-834-8858, CPurtell-
@esourcecoach.com or
www.esourcecoach.com/cp
urtell. 

For more information
about The Entrepreneur’s
Source, North America’s
leading alternative career
coaching company, visit
h t t p : / / w w w. E n t r e p r e -
neursSource.com.
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Get those profits moving in the right direction call Nina 972-885-5044 for advertising!

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com

Market Place

FREE
RENT

Same Day Move-In • GREAT Location!! (Dallas)
STOP PAYING SO MANY FEES! Our rent is FULL SERVICE. We pay for utilities – electricity,
heating, air conditioning, and janitorial services … it’s all included! No “Plus-E” – No “CAM.”
NO PERSONAL OR BUSINESS FINANCIAL HISTORY REQUIRED! GREAT DEALS ON ONE-
ROOM SUITES! --- STOP PAYING TOO MUCH RENT! (Just North of Downtown Dallas)

• Surveillance Camera • No Application or Application Fees 
• Five-Page lease - Short & Simple • Extremely Competitive Rates 

• Same-Day Move-In • Flexible Lease Terms 
• On-site Management, Maintenance, Leasing and Space Planning 

• Ample, Convenient Parking • No Credit Check
• Beautiful Glass & architecturally unique Building!

Rent Starting at $199 per month (9.99/sq.ft.)

Office / Medical Space 
1327 Empire Central (@ I-35 Stemmons Freeway)

Dallas, TX 75247
(972) 432-5219 

Thelonious Monk Institute
of Jazz. Maya Asante is an
award-winning artist whose
artwork was described by
Maya Angelou as “visualiz-
ing the truth about the vul-
nerability and power of the
human being.” Her unique
tissue paper work was also
praised by the International

Review of African Ameri-
can Art.  She was selected
by Modern Luxury Maga-
zine as Best of the City
2013 and by the Huffington
Post’s “Black Artists: 30
Contemporary Art Makers
Under 40 You Should
Know”.

The Clothesline Muse is

a national theater project
from PMG Arts Foundation
in North Carolina, funded
by the New England Foun-
dation for the Arts’ National
Theater Project and the An-
drew W. Mellon Founda-
tion. For tickets are $20 in
advance and $25 at the
door. Visit www.tecothe-
ater.org/season.php or call
(214) 948-0716 x305 for
tickets

TECO, continued from Page 9

Expo spotlights the advantages of franchising 
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Reader Advisory: the National Trade Association we belong to has purchased the following classifieds. Determining the value of their service or product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, some ad-
vertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should you
send any money in advance or give the client your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair company does business only over the
phone it is illegal to request any money before delivering its service. All funds are based in US dollars. 800 numbers may or may not reach Canada.

To advertise call 972-509-9049 Email (ad for quote) opportunity@northdallasgazette.com

CADNET/NORTH DALLAS GAZETTE
National and Local Classified Advertising Network

Career Opportunity College Educated Readers read the NDG. Contact Nina Garcia at 972-885-5044 for Career Opportunity Advertising

Autos Wanted
TOP CASH FOR CARS,
Any Car/Truck, Running
or Not. Call for INSTANT
offer: 1-800-454-6951 

Health & Fitness
VIAGRA 100MG and
CIALIS 20mg! 50 Pills
$99.00 FREE Shipping!
100% guaranteed. CALL
NOW! 1-866-312-6061

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS
20mg. 40 tabs +10 FREE,
$99 includes FREE SHIP-
PING. 1-888-836-0780 or

Metro-Meds.net

Insurance
N e e d  C a r  I n s u r a n c e
N o w ?  L o w e s t  D o w n
Payment - Canceled?
State Let ter? Acc i -
dents? Tickets? DUI?
Instant Coverage! IN-
SUREDIRECT.COM 1-
800-231-3603 

Miscellaneous
Struggling with DRUGS or
ALCHOHOL? We care!
Call The FREE Addiction
Hope & Help Line 800-

793-1951

CASH FOR CARS, Any
Make or Model! Free Tow-
ing. Sell it TODAY. Instant
offer: 1-800-864-5784 

Make a Connection. Real
People, Flirty Chat. Meet
singles right now! Call
LiveLinks. Try it FREE.
Call NOW: 1-888-909-
9905 18+. 

DISH TV Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12
mos.) SAVE! Regular

Price $34.99 Ask About
FREE SAME DAY Instal-
lation! CALL Now! 877-
477-9659 

DISH TV Retailer. Starting
at $19.99/month (for 12
mos.) & High Speed Inter-
net starting at
$14.95/month (where
available.) SAVE! Ask
About SAME DAY Instal-
lation! CALL Now! 1-800-
615-4064

AVIATION Grads work
with JetBlue, Boeing,

Delta and others- start
here with hands on train-
ing for FAA certification.
Financial aid if qualified.
Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance 866-453-
6204 

Looking for a fun job! 18-
24 people needed. Travel
resort locations. Paid
training and travel ex-
penses. $500 Signing
bonus 877-646-5050

!!OLD GUITARS
WANTED!! Gibson,Mar-

tin,Fender,Gretsch. 1930-
1980. Top Dollar paid!!
Call Toll Free 1-866-433-
8277

Wanted to Buy
CASH PAID- up to
$25/Box for unexpired,
sealed DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS. 1-DAYPAY-
MENT.1-800-371-1136

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas
interests. Send details to
P.O. Box 13557 Denver,
Co. 80201

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com

Greater Irving-
Las Colinas 

Chamber of Commerce
5201 N. O'Connor Blvd.,

Ste. 100

Iglesia Santa 
Marie de Guadolupe

2601 S. MacArthur 

The Chateau on 
Wildbriar Lake

1515 Hard Rock Rd

Bombay Sizzlers
397 East Las Colinas

Blvd, Ste. 180

Le Peep
4835 N. O'Connor Blvd.

Mattito's Tex Mex
1001 MacArthur Park

Drive

Taqueria El Tacazo
1150 W. Pioneer Drive

Capistrano's Café &
Catering

4650 W. Airport Frwy

Empress of China
2648 N. Beltline Rd.

The Spirit Grille
4030 N. MacArthur Blvd

#112

El Rancho Restaurant
1210 E. Irving Blvd

504 Salon
3414 W. Rochelle

Irving YMCA
220 W. Irving Blvd

Mitchell's Barbershop
4020 N. Beltline Rd

Roy's Pawn Shop
635 E. Irving Blvd

Evergreen Missionary
Baptist Church "The

Green"
3329 Country Club West

Irving Islamic Center
Valley Ranch - Valley

Ranch Masjid
9940 Valley Ranch Pkwy

W.

Irving Salvation Army
1140 E. Irving Blvd

Antioch Christian
Church 

2043 W. Walnut Hill Ln

Lee Park Recreation
Center 

300 Pamela Drive

Lively Pointe Youth
Center

909 N. O'Connor Rd

Mustang Park 
Recreation Center
2223 Kinwest Pkwy

Northwest Park 
Recreation Center
2800 Cheyenne St. 

Senter Park 
Recreation Center
907 S. Senter Rd

Austin Recreation Center
825 E. Union Bower Rd. 

Houston Recreation
Center

3033 Country Club Rd. 

Cimarron Park 
Recreation Center
201 Red River Trail

Georgia Farrow 
Recreation Center

530 Davis Street

Heritage Senior Center
200 Jefferson Street

iRealy Office Building
320 Decker Drive

Irving Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce

135 S. Jefferson 

Irving City Hall
825 W. Irving Blvd

Irving Public Library
801 W. Irving Blvd

Shady Grove CME
Church

3537 E. Gilbert Road

Emmanuel Baptist 
Missionary Church

511 Gilbert Road

Ben Washington 
Baptist Church
3901 Frisco Ave

Shepherd Church
615 W. Davis

West Irving C.O.G.I.C.
4011 Conflans Road

Bible Way Baptist
Church

4215 N. Greenview Dr.

Strictly Business
4159 W. Northgate

Washateria
3712 Cheyenne Street

New Life Ministries
3706 Cheyenne Street

Elisha Mane Attractions
3704 Cheyenne Street

Bear Creek Community
Church

2700 Finley Rd.

Evergreen Baptist
Church

3329 W. Country Club
Drive

Po' Boys Restaurant
4070 N. Beltline Rd. Ste.

100

Girl Friends Africa
4070 N. Beltline Rd. Ste.

134

VW Barbership
4070 N. Beltline Rd. Ste.

143

Northlake College
2000 College Blvd Bldg.

A

Antioch Christian
Church

2041 West Walnut Hill

Kasbah Grill 
2851 Esters Rd

Fresh Food Store
4020 W. Northgate Drive

Lee's Catfish 
1911 Esters Road

Danal's Mexican
Restaurant

508 N. O'Connor Rd

Fred's Pit Barbecue
808 E. Irving Blvd

Gary's Barbershop
2117 Story Rd.

African Village Restau-
rant

3000 N. Beltline Rd

New Look Barbershop
3317 Finley Rd.

Irving Arts Center
3333 N. MacArthur #200

Hey Irving, Pick Us Up!
You can find a copy of the North Dallas
Gazette at any one of these fine busi-
nesses and organizations. Be sure to
pick up a copy every week to stay on
top of the issues important to the Irving
area in particular and the DFW African
American community as a whole.

AT&T this week an-
nounced the company will
hire workers for over 500
jobs in the greater metro-
plex area including open-
ings in Allen, Arlington,
Burleson, Carrollton, Dal-
las, Farmers Branch, Fort
Worth, Frisco, Garland,
Granbury, Grand Prairie,
Hurst, Irving, Lancaster,
McKinney, Richardson,
Rockwall and Sherman.
Many of the retail sales,
network technician and call
center positions are part of
AT&T’s Project Velocity IP,
a multibillion dollar invest-
ment plan to expand and en-

hance the company’s wire-
less and wired networks,
and AT&T’s focus on deliv-
ering an effortless customer
experience.

“AT&T continues to ex-
pand its customer base in
the greater Dallas-Fort
Worth area and invest in our
network to ensure we are
providing the high level of
service customers have
come to expect, said Hard-
mon Williams, vice presi-
dent and general manager,
AT&T North Texas. 

More information on
AT&T jobs openings can be
found at http://connect.att.jobs.

AT&T hiring 500 in DFW

The public is invited to
attend an old fashion Block
Party to celebrate changing
Grand Avenue to the AL
LIPSCOMB WAY on April
11 from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
The event will feature blues
from R.L.’s Blues Palace,

guests will enjoy satisfying
food and memories from
those who knew and loved
Councilman Lipscomb. The
event will include street
dancing, poetry, African
drumming and other special
events.

Public invited to join the
party on Al Lipscomb Way



Parkland Health & Hos-
pital System was named the
2015 Public Entity of the
Year, and the construction
of new Parkland hospital
was selected as Project of
the Year by the Regional
Hispanic Contractors Asso-
ciation for its 8th Annual
Pillars Awards.

Parkland was recognized
as the public entity for its
significant impact in the
construction profession in
the Dallas-Fort Worth area
in 2014, as well as display-
ing leadership, innovation
and diversity in administra-
tion and management of its
construction related proj-
ects.

BARA, a joint venture
formed to provide construc-

tion management services
for the new Parkland hospi-
tal, received the Project of
the Year Award for con-
struction work on the new
Parkland hospital campus.

The joint venture firms in-
clude Balfour Beatty Con-
struction, Austin Commer-
cial, H.J. Russell & Com-
pany (MWBE) and Azteca
Enterprises (MWBE).

“We’d like to thank our
BARA partners for being
committed to exceeding
Parkland’s diversity goals
and for not only building an
amazing hospital for the cit-
izens of Dallas County, but
for also building true capac-
ity in the MWBE commu-
nity,” said Indria Hollingsworth,
Director of Supplier Diver-
sity and Ethical Sourcing
for Parkland.

The award is given to a
firm that completed a sig-
nificant project in 2014 and
exemplified team effort, in-
cluding project owner, de-
signer, management, ad-
ministration and the out-in-
the- f ie ld  cons t ruc t ion

The Irving Texas Demo-
cratic Women (ITDW)
stand with Irving City
Council members, Dennis
Webb, John Danish, Joe
Putnam and Allen Meagher
and their vote not to back a
fear-mongering bill that
nourishes anti-Islamic rhet-
oric.   

DFW is home to the 4th
largest Muslim population
in the country with over
40,000 calling Irving home.
The mayor’s decision to in-
ject Irving into this issue,
clearly is not in the best in-
terest of Irving residents,
and primarily serves as way
to win brownie points with
a political fringe and nurse
her own political ambition.
The consequences of sup-
porting such measures, is an
example of politicians play-
ing politics and not living
up to the oath of their office.   

Irving City Council could
instead use the weight of
their office to support a
Texas legislative agenda
that (1) ensures that all Irv-
ing residents have access to
quality, affordable health-
care through closing the
coverage expansion gap, (2)
restores funding to our pub-
lic schools, and (3) protects

the Dream Act.   
As an organization that

values the true spirit of

democracy, ITDW encour-
age the citizens of Irving to
not forget this inflammatory

political theater and let their
voices be heard on this issue
during municipal elections.  

Attention Suppliers of Goods,
Services and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
www.bidsync.com

www.garlandpurchasing.com

972-205-2415
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North Dallas Gazette
is looking for a utility person.
Prefer mature candidate that has a interest in media.

Customer Service and Advertising  
1. Commit and learn the principles in the Community Marketing Manuel
2. Must consistently follow up and stay in touch with customers assigned
3. Assist in Company promotional Ticket give-a-way
4. Attend company sales meetings as required
5. Maintain Daily Notes/History Report
6. Submit weekly Sales Update Report (report due on Fridays at close of
your business day)

Editorial Assistance
The candidate will support the editorial team at the Dallas office:
The Editorial Assistant duties include:
Broadcasting info via social media channels and website
Proofreading print edition for specific items
Assist in revising press releases for publishing
Create online newsletters (Constant Contact & Zoho) training provided
On site reporting
Answer phones 
attend community events
Ideal for  semi or retired person that want to stay active.

Send resumes to:
businessoffice@northdallasgazette.com

or Call 972.432.5219 and leave message

Hellas Construction, Inc. is soliciting M/WBE
subcontractor/suppliers for the following
work, but not limited to: Concrete placement
(flatwork, curbs), soil stabilization services,
trucking (materials haul off), dumpsters, tem-
porary construction fencing and portable toi-
lets for the project: Fort Worth ISD Synthetic
Turf Installation at Eleven (11) FWISD High
Schools. Bids must be submitted to Ruth
Hawley by April 2, 2015 at Noon.

For more information or to send your bid on
this project contact

Ruth Hawley
Hellas Construction, Inc.

rhawley@hellasconstruction.com
(512) 250-2910

or FAX: (512) 368-2972 
Hellas Construction, Inc. is an

Equal Employment/Opportunity Employer.
If you are an M/WBE contractor that is not bond-
able, needs a line of credit or insurance, Hellas will
provide.

Irving Texas Democratic Women rebuke Irving
City Council’s support of fear-mongering measure

Regional Hispanic Contractors Association
honors new Parkland hospital with award

An artist rendering the Parkland lobby. (Image: Courtesy of Parkland
Health & Hospital System)



AVENUE F CHURCH OF
CHRIST IN PLANO

Mondays – Fridays
Call 972-423-8833 for AF-
FECT, Inc. or email: AF-
FECTxInc@aol.com for
counseling services, re-
sources and assistance for
job readiness and training
programs for individuals.

March 29
Join us this Sunday at 8 a.m.
for our praise and worship
services, God will bless
you. And don’t forget to
come back at 5 p.m. for our
Iglesia de Cristo Services
(the Word of God in Span-
ish.)

April 1, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to join us for
Bible study as we worship
and praise God for His
blessings. Prepare to be en-
couraged by God’s plan to
grow.

April 11, 8:30 a.m.
Mark your calendars for our
“Health Fair: Survival Kit”
Day sponsored by Acquaye
Dental, AFFECT, Inc., Av-
enue F CoC, Avenue F
Family Health Center, Bay-
lor Hospital and Presbyte-
rian Hospital. Registration
and a Continental Breakfast
will start at 8:30 a.m. fol-
lowed by a Welcome and
Ice Breaker then various
workshops on Gastrointesti-
nal Health, Heart Health,
Fresh Food Stand, Breast
Cancer, Mean’s/Women’s
Health, a Health “Jeopardy”
Game Show. Lunch is at
12:30 p.m. followed by
Health Presentations for
Men and Women.  Child
Care will be provided and
various door Prizes.

Brother Ramon Hodridge,
Minister of Education
1026 Avenue F
Plano, TX   75074
972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchrist.org
______________________

BETHEL BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
CARROLLTON

March 29, 9:45 a.m.
You’re invited to our Sun-
day Morning “Prayer and
Meditation” followed by
Morning Worship Service at
10 a.m.  See what God is
doing through and with us;

you will be blessed.  We
will also have some Black
Women History facts to
share with you.

April 1, 7 p.m.
Join us in Wednesday’s
Prayer and Bible Study
Class with Senior Pastor Dr.
Woodson and/or Associate
Pastor Brenda Patterson
teaching on the subject of
Spiritual Warfare. These are
Hot  Topics  in  Winter
Months. We will learn what
God says about critical is-
sues and topics through the
study of His word.  Come
and be blessed by God.

Dr. Terrance Woodson,
Senior Pastor
1944 E. Hebron Parkway
Carrollton, TX  75007
972-492-4300
www.bethelbiblefellow-
ship.org 
______________________

CHRIST COMMUNITY
CHURCH

IN RICHARDSON

March 29, 8:45 a.m.
And 11 a.m.

You’re invited to our Morn-
ing Services as we worship,
honor and praise God for
His blessings. Our March
Month Series is “I am a
Church Member.” Discover
the attitude that makes the
difference. 

April 1
Join us at 12 Noon with
Rev. Viveca Potter teaching
on the Word of God; come
back at 6:45 p.m. for Cor-
porate Prayer and stay for
Senior Pastor Autry at 7:30
p.m. teaching the Word of
God.  Our youth will come
for Food and Fellowship at
7 p.m. followed by Bible
Study at 7:30 p.m. and Tu-
toring/Homework Assis-
tance at 8 p.m.  

Dr. Terrence Autry,
Senior Pastor
701 Centennial 
972-991-0200
Richardson, TX 75081
www.Chr i s t communi -
tyrichardson.org
______________________

DAYSTAR
DELIVERANCE

MINISTRIES

March 27
For those in need visit

Helen’s House on Fridays at
9:30 a.m. (exceptions are
bad weather and holidays)
to receive, to give, to com-
fort and to fellowship.  Call
972-480-0200 for details.

Pastor Minnie
Hawthorne-Ewing
635 W. Campbell Road
Suite 201
Richardson, TX 75080
______________________

SHILOH MBC
IN PLANO

March 29,
8 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Come and worship with us
this Sunday.  God will greet
us and bless us with words
of wisdom as He leads and
guide us in all truth and
righteousness.

April 1, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our
Wednesday’s Bible Study to
learn more about God’s
Word. Come and be encour-
aged by God’s plan for your
maturity and growth; and,
it’s all for His glory. 

Dr. Isaiah Joshua, Jr.
Senior Pastor
920 E. 14th Street
Plano, TX   75074
972-423-6695
www.smbcplano.org
______________________

FELLOWSHIP
CHRISTIAN

CENTER CHURCH IN
ALLEN

“The Ship”

Monday – Friday
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

TheShip3C’s Prayer Lines
for those that are in need are
972-649-0566 and 972-649-
0567 or they may be sub-
mitted via email to:  prayer-
line@theship3c.org

March 29
Join us this Sunday for our
praise and worship services
at 9:30 a.m. followed by
Morning Services at 1550
Edelweiss Drive in Allen
and bring someone with
you; you will be blessed.  

April 1
You’re invited to our
Wednesday’s 12 Noon-Day
Live Prayer and Bible
Study and/or our Wednes-
day Night Live Prayer and
Bible Study at 7 p.m. to

learn more about God’s
Word at the Joycie Turner
Fellowship Hall, 200 W.
Belmont Drive in Allen.  Be
encouraged by God’s plan
for your maturity and His
glory; and most of all, be
prepared to grow.

Dr. W. L. Stafford, Sr., Ed. D.
Senior Pastor
1550 Edelweiss Drive
In Allen for Sunday
Morning Worship.
Admin. Building Address
Is 200 W. Belmont Drive
Allen, TX 75013 
972-359-9956
www.theship3c.org 
______________________

BIBLE WAY
COMMUNITY

BAPTIST CHURCH

March 29, 7:35 a.m.
Join us this Sunday for our
praise and worship services
and receive a blessing from
God.

April 1, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our
Wednesday Bible Study to
learn more about God’s
word and how it can lead
and guide you. 

Dr. Timothy Wilbert, Pastor
4215 North Greenview
Drive
Irving, TX 75062
972-257-3766
www.biblewayirving.org
______________________

THE INSPIRING BODY
OF CHRIST CHURCH

March 29,
7:30 and 11:30 a.m.

You’re invited this Sunday
to our praise and worship
service as we honor and
magnify God’s Holy name;
and receive a blessing from
Him.

April 1, 7 p.m.
Join us in Monday School
as we learn what God has to
say to us.

April 3, 7 p.m.
All men are invited to join
us for Men’s Fellowship
night.  What is God saying
to us?

Pastor Rickie Rush
7701 S Westmoreland Road
Dallas, TX  75237
972-372-4262
www.Ibocchurch.org

MT. OLIVE CHURCH 
OF PLANO (MOCOP)

March 29
Join us in Sunday School at
8:30 a.m.; stay for our Sun-
day prayer at 9:30 a.m. and
our Worship Service at 10
a.m. 

April 1, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our
Wednesday’s Bible Study;
you will learn what God has
to say to us.
Come to be encouraged by
God’s plan for your spiritual
growth and His glory.

Pastor Sam Fenceroy
Senior Pastor
300 Chisholm Place
Plano, TX  75075
972-633-5511

www.mocop.org
______________________

NEW MOUNT ZION
BAPTIST CHURCH

March 29
You’re invited to join us for
Early Morning Services at
7:30 a.m., followed by Sun-
day School at 9 a.m. and
Morning Worship at 10:30
a.m.

April 1
Join us for Wednesday’s
Bible Study and learn what
God has to say to us.

Dr. Tommy L. Brown
Senior Pastor
9550 Shepherd Road
Dallas, Texas  75243
Phone: 214-341-6459
www.nmzb.org
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Mabel Keaton Staupers
(February 27, 1890 – No-
vember 29, 1989) was a pi-
oneer in the American nurs-
ing profession and a leader
in breaking down racial bar-
riers in American nursing. 

In 1917 she graduated,
with honors, from Freed-
men’s Hospital School of
Nursing and was employed
at the Harlem Tuberculosis
Committee.

Freedmen's Hospital, the
forerunner of Howard Uni-
versity Hospital, served the
Black community in the
District of Columbia for
more than a century, having
been established in 1862 to
cater for the medical needs
of the thousands of Black
people who came to Wash-
ington, DC, during the Civil
War, seeking their freedom.  

The first hospital of its
kind to provide medical
treatment for former slaves,
it later became the major
hospital for the area's Black
community. 

Faced with racial dis-
crimination after graduating
from nursing school she
first worked as a private

duty nurse.  
Staupers became an ad-

vocate for racial equality in
the nursing profession.  She
fought for the inclusion of
Black nurses in World War
II to the Army and Navy as
the executive secretary of
National Association of
Graduate Colored Nurses
(NAGCN). 

She wrote that "Negro
nurses recognize that serv-
ice to their country is a re-
sponsibility of citizenship.
Her book, No Time for Prej-
udice, recounts the many
obstacles she overcame in
her fight for equal recogni-
tion. 

Through the sustained ef-
forts of Mabel Keaton Stau-
pers, Black nurses were ac-
cepted into the educational,
institutional, and organiza-
tional structure of American
nursing.

In 1934, Staupers ac-
cepted a position as the first
paid executive secretary of
the National Association of
Colored Graduate Nurses. 

During her twelve-year
tenure, she increased mem-
bership, established a citi-
zen’s advisory committee,
built coalitions with other
nursing and non-nursing
groups, and effectively tore
down the racial barriers that
previously kept Black
nurses out of the military. 

In 1946, Staupers re-
signed her position but con-
tinued her struggle.  Fol-

lowing admission of Black
nurses to full membership
in the American Nurses As-
sociation in 1948, the Na-
tional Association of Col-
ored Graduate Nurses was
dissolved in 1949.

American Nurses Associ-
at ion (ANA),  formerly
Nurses’ Associated Alum-
nae of the United States and
Canada and Nurses’ Associ-
ated Alumnae, a national
professional organization
that promotes and protects
the welfare of nurses in
their work settings, projects
a positive view of the nurs-
ing profession, and advo-
cates on issues of concern to
nurses and the general pub-
lic. 

She continued fighting
for the full inclusion of

nurses of all races in the US
military, which was granted
in January 1945.  In 1948,
the American Nursing As-
sociation followed suit and
allowed Black nurses to be-
come members.  

The struggle to achieve
recognition, status, and ac-
ceptance of Black nurses
into the institutional struc-
tures of American nursing
was significantly advanced
because of her leadership.

In 1951, the
NAACP honored Staupers
with the Spingarn Medal.
During World War II she as-
sembled support and fought
to stop the usage of quotas
in the military. Quotas were
used in the military to re-
strict the number of Black
nurses the military hired. 

While working as a pri-
vate nurse in Washington
and New York, Staupers
helped establish the Booker
T. Washington Sanatorium.
It was one of the few clinics
founded to care for Blacks
who had tuberculosis, at a
time when other hospitals
refused Black medical ex-
perts privileges or staffing
positions. 

She served as Superin-
tendent for the Booker T.
Washington Sanatorium
from 1920 to 1922.  She
used her influence and man-
agement skills and became
executive secretary of the
Harlem Committee of the

New York Tuberculosis and
Health Association, a posi-
tion she held for twelve
years. 

Staupers was honored in
a Special Edition by Time
Magazine as Scientist of the
Year. 

She then in 1935 teamed
up with Mary McLeod
Bethune, and they estab-
lished the National Council
of Negro Women.

She was born in Barba-
dos, West Indies in 1890;
and in 1903, at the age of
thirteen, she immigrated to
the United States with her
parents, Pauline and Thomas
Doyle.
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Avenue F Church of Christ
1026 Avenue F • Plano, TX 75074

972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchrist.org

Ramon Hodridge, Minister

Early Sunday Morning ......................8:00 am
Sunday Bible Class...........................9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship...............10:45 am
Evening Worship...............................3:00 pm
Iglesia de Cristo Services ................5:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Class....................7:00 pm

Radio Program @ 7:30 am on
KHVN 970 AM Sunday Mornings

Mabel Keaton Staupers

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com

Send email to: businessoffice@
northdallasgazette.com to sign up
for Sister Tarpley's weekly elec-
tronic newsletter.

One final story for National Women’s Month



is not his best performance.
However, it must be duly
noted, that at age 54 he is in
the best shape of his life.
Six-pack abs, cut shoulders,
biceps the size of footballs
and he is lean. Either he
buffed up for the role, or
this is the way he keeps a
girlfriend like Charlize
Theron.

The script, credited to
Don MacPherson, Pete

Travis and Penn, is based
on a 1981 novel by Jean-
Patrick Manchette. It’s a
serviceable story with the
appropriate amount of bad
guys, whodunits, plot
twists, bombs bursting,
guns flaring, etc. None of
the suspense, thrills or ac-
tion matches the sheer
magic of the Jason Bourne
movies, or the emotionally
grounded Taken franchise.

There’s enough going on to
keep the movie afloat for
115 minutes. You won’t be
bored. And when things do
slow down a bit, Morel and
cinematographer Flavio
Martínez Labiano (director
of photography: second unit
Exodus: Gods and Kings)
deliver some evocative
shots of the dusty Congo,
Spanish farmland or an
artsy bullfight.

The Annie character is a
weak, sexy, passive woman

and Italian actress Jasmine
Trinca (Saint Laurent) fails
to lift the character off the
page. 

This is a part that should
have gone to Marion Coltil-
lard; she would have known
how to portray the angst of
a woman left behind. Javier
Bardem is tepid and crazed

as Felix, but not impressive.
British actor Ray Winstone
as one of Terrier’s confi-
dants is fine. Idris Elba, in a
brief appearance as an In-
terpol agent, shows more
depth and command of the
screen than all the other ac-
tors combined. 

In one scene he intro-

duces himself to Terrier on
a park bench. It’s a short
scene and the best acting in
the entire movie.

The Gunman doesn’t
shoot blanks, but it is never
fully loaded.
Visit NNPA Film Critic

Dwight Brown at Dwight-
BrownInk.com.
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NDG now has a “Special Advertising Package” for
churches and non-profit organizations that need to
let the community know about your Special Event.

Opportunity You Can Measure...

Church Events
• Church Anniversary
• Pastor’s Anniversary
• Women’s Day
• Men’s Day

Non-Profit Org. Events
• Fundraisers
(Concerts)

• Special Events
(Personal or Community)

Special Rate $199
(Black & White, per insertion)

Ad size - 4.905” x 6” (Quarter Page, B&W)
(NOTE: Color Ad $75 extra per inserion)

Production disclaimer - NDG ad meake-ready is not included in promotion.
Layout/production of “copy ready” ad will be a nominal extra cost.

E-mail ad copy to: Marketing@NorthDallasGazette.com
or call our Marketing Department today!

972-432-5219

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

Open your ears and close
your mouths!

That’s something your
teacher says when she
wants your class to be still
and listen. Look but don’t
touch is something Mom
says, or “That smells fishy”
when she doesn’t believe
something.

Hearing, smelling, feel-
ing: those are three of the
five senses you might use
every day. And in the new
book “Nadine, My Funny
and Trusty Guide Dog” by
Carol Chiodo Fleischman,
illustrated by Stephanie
Ford, one woman “sees”

with the help of four furry
feet.

Nadine the Guide Dog
had a lot of special training
to do her job, but she could
be goofy sometimes, too.
She liked to steal socks, for
instance, and she liked to
pretend that she didn’t

know how to slide inside
her harness.

But she really did know
how, and she was happy to
wear her harness when she
was working. Guide Dogs
have big responsibilities:
they help their humans to
see.

And for Nadine’s human
partner, that was important.
Being outside with Nadine
was “like dancing,” no mat-
ter what the weather. Na-
dine the Guide Dog could
allow her human to explore
the neighborhood – and on
one particularly chilly win-
ter day, that meant a walk,
the smell of chimney
smoke, and fresh air.

But the wind grew
stronger and the air got
colder, and it was soon time
for Nadine and her human
to get home. There was a
storm coming, and “walk-
ing became dangerous.”
Traffic on the street was
dangerous, too, but Na-
dine’s human remembered
that “Trust your dog” was
one of the rules for having a
Guide Dog. Nadine knew a
lot of things, and she knew
exactly when it was safe to
cross the street!

But did she know how to
find their house? 

She led her human part-
ner past a squeaky gate. She
led her by a garbage can

rolling around in the wind.
She warned her human that
there was ice on the side-
walk and she didn’t get dis-
tracted when they heard an-
other dog’s bark. Nadine’s
human was glad for that –
but where was home?

A dog walking around the
mall, at church, or at school
can be a big surprise if
you’re a little kid. It can
also be a big temptation to
run up and pet the dog – but
“Nadine, My Funny and
Trusty Guide Dog” explains
why that’s not a good idea.

But I’m getting ahead of
myself: first, author Carol
Chiodo Fleischman offers a
cute tale of a young woman

with a smart but very mis-
chievous new buddy – one
that will give her delightful
independence. 

That new freedom is
clear, both in story and in
Stephanie Ford’s colorful il-
lustrations. It’s in the au-
thor’s notes that you and
your child will learn more
about how a puppy be-
comes a Seeing Eye® dog.

Meant for 3-to-6-year-
olds, I like this book for
classrooms – and, if your
family’s thinking about rais-
ing a future guide dog,
you’ll want it, too. “Nadine,
My Funny and Trusty
Guide Dog” is one your
child will want to repeat-
edly open. 

NDG Book Review: Nadine, My Funny and Trusty Guide Dog

GUNMAN, continued from Page 9

chapter and the students
who put in the time and ef-
fort to ensure that we are
meeting the highest stan-
dards of excellence possi-
ble," said Dr. Tommy
Thompson, the chapter’s
senior advisor. "It's a
tremendous honor that we
were recognized as the best
PTK chapter."

Phi Theta Kappa is the in-
ternational honor society for
two-year colleges. PTK
membership is for students
who achieve a 3.5 grade
point average or higher and
have completed 12 hours of
college credit courses. In-
duction is by invitation
only. The mission of PTK is
to uphold the four hall-

marks of the society: Schol-
arship, Leadership, Service,
and Fellowship.

PTK members are eligi-
ble for a variety of scholar-
ship opportunities, many of
which pay a significant
amount of tuition when stu-
dents transfer to four-year
universities.

Please RSVP to by Fri-
day, April 3 to Valerie Banks
at vbanks@dcccd.edu or 972-
860-2948.

EVENT, continued from Page 6

worker. The selected project
also must have local impact
with significant use of mi-
nority- and women-owned
businesses enterprises
(MWBE) general contrac-
tors and subcontractors. The
MWBE participation goal
for the new Parkland proj-
ect had been 35 percent, but
38 percent was achieved.

“The new hospital project
represents Parkland’s com-

mitment to serving the resi-
dents of Dallas Couty for
generations to come, train-
ing tomorrow’s health care
providers and redefining
public health care,” said Pa-
tricia Rodriguez Gorman,
who chairs the Parkland
Board of Managers Facili-
ties Committee. “From the
first shovel in the ground in
2010 to completion in the
fall of 2014, the new Park-

land has provided jobs for
an estimated 3,000 con-
struction workers. The
largest hospital construction
project in the nation was
built by the residents of
Dallas county for the resi-
dents of Dallas.”

Gorman added that the
state-of-the-art medical fa-
cility will not only serve
Dallas County for decades
to come, but will serve as a
model for 21st century hos-
pital design.

BARA, continued from Page 13


