
FORT WORTH - Six hundred
Mercedes-Benz Financial Services
employees mobilized across the
Dallas/Fort Worth metroplex, vol-
unteering to make a positive differ-
ence with 12 local nonprofit organ-
izations during the week of Sept. 21,
2015. This was the third annual
Week of Caring for the company,
whose Business Operations Center
is located in Fort Worth. Week of
Caring is a weeklong community
service campaign that the automo-
tive financial services company has
organized as part of its corporate
commitment to make a difference in
the communities where its team
members live and work.
The volunteer projects were se-

lected by employees and varied
from helping elementary students,
senior citizens, the underprivileged
and the hungry. In addition, the
company presented a $50,000 check
to REAL School Gardens at Cannon
Elementary School in Grapevine,
Texas for a brand new learning gar-
den. Eighty-five employees from
Mercedes-Benz Financial Services
volunteered to build the garden
from the ground up. The garden will
be a great science-learning tool for
the students, where a variety of
hands-on activities will be engaging
tools to learn math, science and lan-

guage arts. Statistics show that
school learning gardens improve
grades and test scores by 12 to 15
percent.
Jai Kately was excited to give

back to a school he attended Sag-
amore Hill Elementary. He joined
34 of his coworkers in spending the
day building individual bookshelves
for 300 first graders to take home.
The volunteers helped the young-
sters decorate the bookshelves with
paint and pick out two books to start
their home library.
"I grew up poor in this neighbor-

hood, so I know what it is like for

these students," Kately said. "I want
to do what I can to help them."
Kately has found ways to volunteer
in the East Fort Worth community
on his own as well for the past
decade.
Some of the volunteer projects

took place at the Mercedes-Benz Fi-
nancial Services Fort Worth Busi-
ness Operations Center. One large
conference room at the facility was
turned into an assembly line for the
Kids Against Hunger program.
More than 24,000 meals for chil-

By Lee A. Daniels
NNPA Columnist     

From the moment he
surfaced in 2013 as White
conserva t ives’ la tes t
“Great Black Hope,” Ben
Carson has made any
number of offensive re-
marks typical of the con-
servative commentary of
the Obama years.
But early last week, ap-

parently goaded by a GOP
presidential primary that’s
set a cesspool-level stan-
dard for expressions of

bigotry and callousness,
Carson released what is
undoubtedly his greatest
hit: He said a Muslim
American should not be
president of the United
States.
“I would not advocate

that we put a Muslim in
charge of this nation. I ab-
solutely would not agree
with that,” he said on
NBC’s “Meet the Press.”
Reminded that Article 6 of
the Constitution explicitly
demands there be no reli-
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Mercedes-Banz Financial Services employee Jai Kately helps 6-year-old Angel Gutierrez
select colors to paint his bookshelf. Photograh by Ellman Photography.



By Trudy Tomlinson
Special to the NNPA from
the New York Amsterdam News

Cleveland-based anti-vi-
olence activist, author, mo-
tivational speaker and phi-
lanthropist Yvonne Pointer
took an amazing step by
opening a school in Ghana,
Africa, in honor of her
daughter. Gloria Pointer
was beaten, raped and mur-
dered on her way to school
in Cleveland in 1984. Her
killer, Hernandez Warren,
was found 29 years later
after DNA evidence linked

him to the crime. In 2014,
he was sentenced to life in
prison.
“I always knew the day

was coming when Gloria’s
killer would be found and
prosecuted. I felt some type

of relief, like ‘mission ac-
complished,’” said Pointer.
Since her  daughter ’s

death, Pointer has worked
tirelessly toward safer com-
munities, in and out of
Cleveland. 
“No human being should

ever have to endure such
pain,” stated Pointer. “It
was important that I could
do something to stop the vi-
olence. There are so many
people dealing with what I
went through, but not many
say, ‘What can we do about
it?’ They blame everyone
else; the police, the presi-
dent. It comes down to the
fact that we have to take

ownership of our recovery.
For something you don’t
like, you change it.”
The Gloria Pointer Me-

morial School opened in
August 2015. In 2003, a
young man in Africa found
a piece of paper with the
story about the rape and
murder of Gloria Pointer.
“How did that paper get
there if not by the work of
God? Africa is not the
cleanest place so for that
young man, Anthony, to
find that paper can only be
the Lord’s doing.”
Twe l v e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,

Pointer was there to dedi-
cate the school in her

daughter ’s  name.  The
school can educate up to 50
students.
“When I went there, I just

cried, because while I’m
feeling sorry for my daugh-
ter, kids in Africa have far
less than what our worst-off
children have here in Amer-
ica,” said Pointer. “Of
course, we started by send-
ing food and educational
supplies, and they are real
big on education. They gave
me the land and I told them
I would build a school. To
actually walk through the
door and turn the key, it’s
almost like a vision that has
come to pass right in front

of our faces.”
Pointer has been awarded

over the years for her many
accompl ishments .  She
hopes to provoke change by
showing people that one
person can make a differ-
ence. “You don’t have to be
rich to do something,” said
Pointer. “Use the gift of life
that the creator has given
you to do something.
“I remember one time I

was in Essence magazine. I
got a call from the writer
saying there was a lady try-
ing to reach me. This lady’s
son had gotten murdered,

Eric Hale, a third-grade
math teacher at David G.
Burnet Elementary, almost
didn’t go through with the
Distinguished Teacher Re-
view process.
Hale was originally ex-

cited about the DTR
process, as he believed it
would reveal his true effec-
tiveness as a teacher. Plus,
the opportunity for a DTR
teacher to earn a $5,000
salary increase this school
year wouldn’t hurt, either.
However, when Hale’s

mother suddenly passed
away in January, he had
doubts about whether he
had the motivation to go
through with the DTR
process. But through the en-
couragement of his princi-

pal, fellow teachers, and
feeder pattern Executive
Director Tim Hise, Hale
completed the DTR process
Then, when teachers re-

ceived their first-ever TEI
scorecards, which provide a
snapshot of teacher per-
formance during the previ-
ous school year and result-
ing effective levels, Hale

learned he was one of 1,172
district teachers to be named a
distinguished teacher.
“Being a part of the first

recognized distinguished
teachers in Dallas ISD is
awesome and being recog-
nized at the highest level
feels amazing,” he said. “I
feel blessed and honored.”
Prior to being a teacher,

Hale had a career in health
care management. But he
said his upbringing as an
“angry, hungry and abused”
kid inspired him to change
his career path because he
“felt called to be an advo-
cate for children.”
“I own the fact that I’m a

father-figure as a teacher,”
Hale said. “I care enough to
help, but also enough to dis-
cipline. I don’t place limits
on what my kids can do.”

Hale’s focus is on educat-
ing the “whole child” by ad-
dressing their emotional,
educational and social
needs as a teacher. His aim
to inspire his students to
“break the chains of
poverty” is evident in his
constant reminders to “love,
nurture and help” those
around them when students
are at work in his class-
room.
With an already defined

vision of what success
looked like in his teaching
career, Hale, named Teacher
of the Year at his campus
last year, said TEI provided
a means to an end by pro-
pelling him to be more fo-
cused and deliberate in the
way he prepared and deliv-
ered instruction.

DURHAM, NC – James
H. Speed, Jr., President and
Chief Executive Officer of
North Carolina Mutual Life
Insurance Company (NCM-
LIC), has announced his in-
tention to retire effective
Dec. 31, 2015. He will be
succeeded by Michael L.
Lawrence,  Senior  Vice
President, Chief Financial
Officer and Treasurer. Mr.
Lawrence joined NCMLIC
in January of 2012 as part of
the Board of Directors’ cor-
porate succession planning
process.
Speed, whose role with

NCMLIC has  spanned
nearly 14 years, made the

public announcement in a
town hall meeting with em-
ployees on Monday. He will
continue to serve as an ad-
visor and Board member
after his retirement.
“Under his leadership

NCMLIC has earned a rep-

utation as one of the na-
tion’s most important eco-
nomic icons, particularly in
the insurance industry,”
NCMLIC Chairman Elliott
Hall said in a statement. 
“The increased diversity

of our product offerings co-
incided with shifts in the in-
surance and financial serv-
ices sectors and kept us rel-
evant. This is due in large
part to James’ willingness to
bring innovative ideas and
talent to the company while
significantly reducing our
cost structure. As a result,
North Carolina Mutual was
able to survive the most tur-
bulent economic and finan-
cial time this country and
our company had seen since

the  Grea t  Depress ion .
James fostered a customer
service culture that has al-
lowed the company not
only to survive but to move
forward successfully. His
effor t s  have  kept  the
African American insurance
industry at the forefront of
initiatives that emphasize
literacy and responsible
banking.” 
As CEO, Speed ushered

in significant changes, alter-
ing the company’s business
model with the Vision 2015
strategy.  This plan has al-
lowed NCMLIC to enhance
distribution, leverage serv-
icing platforms with tech-
nology, and increase finan-
cial services capabilities. In

addition, he shepherded the
2009 transfer of the North
Carolina Mutual historical
archives to North Carolina
Central  Universi ty and
Duke University.
Speed joined North Car-

olina Mutual as a Senior
Vice President and Chief
Financial Officer in 2002,
while the company’s strate-
gic plan was being devel-
oped. He helped guide that
process, and in April 2003
was named acting President
and Chief Executive Offi-
cer.
Lawrence is a business

executive with more than
20 years of experience in
the financial services indus-
try. He has been Chief Fi-

nancial Officer and Treas-
urer of North Carolina Mu-
tual Life Insurance Com-
pany since January 2012.
His prior experience with
NCMLIC as a business ad-
visor spans more than a
decade. Prior to joining
North Carolina Mutual Life
In s u r a n c e  C omp a n y,
Lawrence served as the
Chief Financial Officer and
Chief Operating Officer of
NCM Capital Management
Group Inc., an institutional
investment management
firm. 
Lawrence launched his

career and developed his
business acumen while ad-
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gious qualification to hold
“any office or public trust in
the United States,” Carson
doubled down that Ameri-
cans should “not put people
at the leadership of our
country whose faith might
interfere with carrying out
the duties of the Constitu-
tion.”
Carson apparently didn’t

see the irony in the fact that
he, a candidate for the na-
tion’s highest office, was
declaring he’d put his per-
sonal beliefs above the
Constitution.
The blowback for that id-

iocy was so scorching that
at week’s end Carson tried
to gin up a “new” contro-
versy to push his blatant ap-
peal to bigotry into the
background: he resorted to
the old Black-conservative
stand-by of claiming that
the GOP had done a better
job ridding American soci-
ety of racism than the Dem-
ocratic Party.
But we can’t afford to ig-

nore just how despicable
Carson’s gambit was. For
one thing, just what kind of
Muslim-American individ-
ual does Ben Carson think
would surface as a potential
candidate for the presi-
dency?
We don’t have to guess.

We have plenty of “real”
Americans of the past and
present to tell us what our

future Muslim-American
candidate will be like: Like
John F.  Kennedy,  who
broke the barrier against
Catholic candidates running
for the presidency; or like
Col in  Powel l ;  or  Con-
doleezza Rice; or Supreme
Court Justice Sonia So-
tomayor, or her colleague,
Ruth Bader Ginsburg; or
Barack or Michelle Obama;
or, yes, like Ben Carson. In
other words, our future
Muslim-American candi-
date will have followed a
very traditional route to
spectacular high achieve-
ment – and have shown
along the way he or she is
“twice as good” as his or
her non-Muslim American
peers.
Of course, Carson knows

this. But his despicable
comment is perfectly in
keeping with his record of
pandering to the worst atti-
tudes that infect the GOP
electorate, especially those
White evangelicals who use
his Black face and their
shared reactionary attitudes
masquerading as religious
belief to shield their many
prejudices from view.
That noxious combina-

tion is the basis of Carson’s
appeal. It’s certainly not his
policy prescriptions for do-
mestic or foreign-policy
matters. Despite having
been in the presidency-

seeking game for two years,
the grasp he’s displayed of
those issues is laughable.
Carson, like Donald Trump,
can get away with this be-
cause a huge number of
GOP voters have shown
they care far less about the
issues than about who can
best spout the “politically
correct” extremist ideology.
Carson’s trashing of Mus-

lim Americans is, of course,
the more despicable be-
cause he’s a Black Ameri-
can who, growing up when
many White Americans did-
n’t consider Blacks deserv-
ing of citizenship, gained
fame by recording several
remarkable  “ the- f i r s t -
Black-to...” achievements.
Now, parroting the racists
of the past, he declares an
entire American group
doesn’t meet his definition
of “real” Americans.
That Trump and Carson

top the pecking order of the
GOP presidential primary is
a measure of how advanced
the disintegration of the re-
spectability of the Republi-
can Party has become – a
fact underscored by last
week’s surprise announce-
ment from House Speaker
John Boehner that he’ll re-
sign entirely from Congress
next month. Boehner’s de-
cision headed off a move to
topple him by the most ex-
treme members of the
House’s Republican Party
majority – Representatives

who think as Ben Carson
does.
Finally, Carson’s bigotry

also illuminates what that
White-created political
identity called “Black con-
servatism” really is: a tinny
reflection of their masters’
voices. His words show
there’s nothing within so-
called Black conservatism
that reflects the fundamen-
tal lesson Black Americans
have drawn from the long,
heroic Black freedom strug-
gle: That is that you cannot
with any degree of integrity
claim liberty for your kind
while denying it to others
who are different.
H i s  u g l y  h y p o c r i s y

proves that Ben Carson
does truly reflect his White-
conservative supporters.
But that doesn’t mean he’s
an “Oreo.” No, indeed. Ben
Carson’s problem is not that
he’s “white” on the inside.
His problem is that he’s
White-racist on the inside.
Lee A. Daniels is a long-

time journalist based in
New York City. His essay,
“Martin Luther King, Jr.:
The Great Provocateur,”
appears in Africa’s Peace-
makers: Nobel Peace Lau-
reates of African Descent
(2014), published by Zed
Books. His new collection
of columns, Race Forward:
Facing America’s Racial
Divide in 2014, is available
at www.amazon.com.
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Jeb Bush is wrong about blacks wanting ‘free stuff’
By George E. Curry
NNPA Columnist

Former Florida Gov. Jeb
Bush thinks he can become
president of the United
States if Republicans can
double their share of the
Black vote in several key
states. But he, like his GOP
comrades, is demonstrating
how not to accomplish that
goal.
Bush’s latest failure came

last week when he contin-
ued a longtime Republican
tradition of trying to portray
African Americans as ad-
dicted to welfare and gov-
ernment handouts. He was
speaking at the East Cooper
Republican Women’s Club
annual Shrimp Dinner in

Mount Pleasant, S.C.
According to the Wash-

ington Post, this is what
happened:
“Look around this room,”

a man told Bush, who spoke
to a mostly white crowd.
“How many black faces do
you see? How are you
going to include them and
get them to vote for you?”
asked the man, who was
white.
“Bush pointed to his

record on school choice and
said that if Republicans
could double their share of
the black vote, they would
win the swing states of
Ohio and Virginia.”
Then Bush uttered this

clunker: “Our message is
one of hope and aspiration.

It isn’t one of division and
get in line and we’ll take
care of you with free stuff.
Our message is one that is
uplifting – that says you can
achieve earned success.”
To paraphrase GOP icon

Ronald Reagan, “There you
Republicans go again.”
In the 2012 presidential

election, Mitt Romney, the
Republican nominee, made
an eerily similar remark at a
Montana fundraiser. He
said, “I want people to
know what I stand for and if
I don’t stand for what they
want, go vote for someone
else, that’s just fine. But I
hope people understand
this, your friends who like
Obamacare, you remind
them of this, if they want

more stuff from govern-
ment tell them to go vote for
the other guy – more free
stuff.”
Ronald Reagan framed

the “free stuff” in the form
of welfare. He frequently
lamented “welfare queens,”
which was a way to indi-
rectly exploit racial anxi-
eties. Yet his son, Michael
Reagan, had the temerity to
argue two years into the
Obama adminis t ra t ion
“... The past two years have
made  one  th ing  c lear :
Ronald Reagan was a far
better friend to black Amer-
icans than Barack Obama
has been.”
In fact, as I wrote earlier

See BUSH, Page 13



ARLINGTON -- A new
paper from nursing re-
searchers with The Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington and
Texas Woman’s University
finds that depression and sui-
cide risk screening can assist
healthcare providers in pre-
venting suicides in teens. 
Sharolyn K. Dihigo, a pe-

diatric nurse practitioner and
clinical associate professor in
the UTA College of Nursing
and Health Innovation, and
Barbara Gray, an associate
professor of nursing at TWU,
recently examined available
research to determine what
screening tools nurse practi-
tioners and others in primary
care settings should access
during well visits with
teenage patients.
The paper appears in the

September issue of The
Nurse Practitioner journal as
part of a continuing educa-
tion series, and it comes as
the nation observes Suicide
Prevent ion  Awareness
month.
The World Health Organi-

zation announced the num-
ber one reason for illness and
disability among teens and
preteens is depression, and
suicide is ranked as number
three, Dihigo said.
“Our article could not

have come at a better time.
We are trying to get the word

out and educate other health-
care providers to recognize
the signs of depression and
intervene to prevent these
suicides.”
It’s estimated that 80 per-

cent of all 13 to 18 year olds
are seen in a primary care
setting each year, however,
of ten-busy  hea l thcare
providers fail to correctly
identify those teenagers with
a mental health condition.
That’s because symptoms of
depression in teens, such as
moodiness, increased sad-
ness or changes in appetite or
school attendance, can be
easily overlooked as a nor-

mal part of puberty.
Gray said completion of

psychosocial assessment and
mental health screening of
adolescents during routine
health care visits “is an im-
portant component in the de-
tection of risk factors that
cont r ibu te  to  su ic ida l
thoughts and behaviors.”
To complete their piece,

Dihigo and Gray reviewed
numerous articles, fact
sheets, national recommen-
dation statements and 23
studies done by other re-
searchers.  
The team concluded that

advanced planning and

preparation can lead to a sys-
tematic, effective way to
manage patients at risk for
suicide, whether it is imme-
diate referral for hospitaliza-
tion or referral to a therapist
and initiation of a safety
plan. Suicide risk screening
tools are available and can be
administered in a time-effi-
cient manner.
Most tools are free of

charge and require little
training to administer. Some
tools screen for several dis-
orders, while others focus on
specific screening questions
for one type of mental ill-
ness.

Health www.NorthDallasGazette.com
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and she had made up her
mind that day she could not
deal with this and was
going to go home and com-
mit suicide. While at work,
one of her coworkers were
looking at a magazine and I
came to find out it was
Essence. Her coworker
said, ‘Oh you might enjoy
this magazine,’ and tossed it
across the desk to her.
When it landed, it fell open
to my article. She read it
and that’s why she called
Essence and she needed to
speak to me. You never
know where your writing
will end up and how it may
help someone else.”

POINTER,
continued from Page 2

Researchers urge primary healthcare providers to
screen for depression and suicide risk in teens
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Wee Can Academy, an
early childhood develop-
ment center at the newly
opened Dallas Can Acad-
emy Grant East campus,
honored a long-time sup-
porter of Dallas Can Acad-
emies, news journalist
Gloria Campos.  The cam-
pus’ brand new center is
named the Gloria Campos
Wee Can Academy.  
Wee Can Academies’

mission is to provide a
safe, nurturing and educa-
tional place for children
and to partner with and
support families.  
The childcare centers

enroll children ages six
weeks to 12 years for all-
day care or afterschool
programs.  There are three
Wee Can Academies cur-
rently in Dallas, with a
fourth under construction. 
During the ceremony,

Campos shared her strug-
gles with a new job in
broadcast in a major mar-
ket city when she first
moved to Dallas. She

spoke at a high school and
a student came up to her
and told her that seeing
Gloria on the news gave
her hope that she could
make it as a young His-
panic woman in business.
That empowered Gloria to
stay and have a purpose

she didn’t expect.  
She continued to speak

to the students in the audi-
ence at the dedication
telling them about her high
school experience.  
“Not one person at my

high school encouraged
me to go to college, but

you are among staff and
teachers at the Dallas Can
Academy that encourage
you every day and want
you to be a success,” she
said. 
The new Gloria Campos

Wee Can Academy enrolls
children of Dallas Can
Academy students at no
cost so they can attend
school to earn a diploma
and is also open to children
in the community.
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Richland receives five-year $1.5 million AANAPISI grant
Richland College was

recently selected to re-
ceive a five-year, $1.5 mil-
lion grant under the Asian
Amer ican  and  Nat ive
American Pacific Islander
S e r v i n g  I n s t i t u t i o n
(AANAPISI)  Program.
This program will allow
Richland College to ex-

pand its capacity to serve
Asian Americans and Na-
tive American Pacific Is-
lander (AAPI) students
with financial need.

“This initiative will
p r o v i d e  many  o f  o u r
under-resourced AAPI stu-
dents the opportunity to
r e a c h  t h e i r  a c a d em i c

g o a l s , ”  s a i d  Z a r i n a
Blankenbaker,  Ph .D. ,
Richland College’s vice
president for teaching and
learning. 
“We are thrilled once

again to be awarded this
grant to provide the co l -
l e g e  w i t h  m o r e  r e -
sources to meet both aca-

demically challenged and
academically high per-
forming AAPI students
where they are and re-
spond to their challenges.”
With 15 percent of Rich-

land College’s  s tudent
population comprised of
AAPI students and at least
half demonstrating finan-

cial need, the AANAPISI
funding impacts many of
the college’s underserved
students. 
The program will help

Richland College to in-
crease the three-year grad-
ua t ion  ra te  for  As ian
Amer ican  and  Nat ive
American Pacific Islander

students who have one or
more risks to success and
completion, such as finan-
cial need or academic
challenges.
Richland College is one

of only nine higher educa-
tion institutions in the U.S.
awarded the AANAPISI
grant in fiscal year 2015.

Gloria Campos shares inspiration
at Wee Can Academy Dedication

Gloria Campos enjoys a moment with the kids of Wee Can Academy.



Share your story in a way
that will get you noticed.
Destination College will
present “The Magic of Sto-
rytelling: How to Write a
Successful College Essay,”
from 6:30-8 p.m., Tuesday,
Oct. 6 at Collin College’s
Preston Ridge Campus
Conference Center, 9700
Wade Blvd. in Frisco. The
seminar is free and open to
the public.
According to a poll of

3,500 colleges and univer-
sities, writing a college
essay is one of the most
daunting challenges of the
college application process.
This seminar will teach its
attendees the secrets behind
writing a meaningful and
memorable personal essay
that connects with the ad-
missions committee, while
separating the author from
millions of other student
applicants.
The seminar is led by

Marilyn Kaufman, M.Ed.,
one of 25 college coun-

selors on The Princeton Re-
view National College
Counselor Advisory Board.
It is one of the most popular
workshops in the Destina-
tion College series, so be
sure to register early. While
the seminar is free, registra-
tion is required. To register,
visit www.collin.edu/desti-
nationcollege .
Destination College is a

Collin College initiative
that helps high school stu-
dents and their parents to
get ready for college, no
matter which institution
they choose. Other upcom-
ing Destination College
seminars include “Show
Me the Money: Finding
and Applying for Scholar-
ships,” 6:30-8 p.m., Tues-
day, Oct. 20 and “The
Princeton Review: Testing
Strategies,” from 6:30-8
p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 3. Both
will be held at the Preston
Ridge Campus Conference
Center.

Arts & Entertainmentwww.NorthDallasGazette.com Irving/Plano News
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Destination College
hosting Essay workshop

Known for bringing di-
verse organizations together
for the enrichment of the
community, the Plano Inter-
national Festival is partner-
ing with the City of Plano,
the Multicultural Outreach
Roundtable, the Japan-
America Society of Dal-
las/Fort Worth and other or-
ganizations to bring a cele-
bration of traditional Japan-
ese arts to Plano. For three
days, a group of 28 artists
from Japan will host demon-
strations, workshops and ex-
h i b i t i o n s  o f  i k e b a n a ,
origami, and calligraphy.
The events will all be held in
downtown Plano’s Court-
yard Theater and will culmi-
nate in a traditional Japanese
tea ceremony accompanied
by live Japanese harp music. 

Friday, Oct. 2
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. - Ikebana

artists will create an exciting
exhibit of indoor arrange-
ments and produce a mag-
nificent outdoor sculpture
using bamboo and other nat-
ural elements.

Saturday, Oct. 3
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. – The in-

door ikebana arrangements
and outdoor sculpture will
be on display, along with
demonstration booths for
ikebana, Japanese calligra-
phy, and origami.
10 a.m. to  noon – Work-

shops for calligraphy and
origami will be held. To
part ic ipate ,  regis ter  a t
https://jasdfw.ejoinme.org/Pl
anoCelebratesJapanWork-
shops
1:30 to 3:30 p.m. –

Ikebana workshops will
be held, one for adults
and one for all ages. To
part ic ipate ,  regis ter  a t

https://jasdfw.ejoinme.org/Pl
anoCelebratesJapanWork-
shops

Sunday, October 4
1 - 6 p. m. – Ikebana in-

door exhibit and outdoor
bamboo sculpture will be on
display.
1:30 to 3 p.m. – The artists

will demonstrate the art of
ikebana on stage and answer
audience questions.
3 to 5:30 p.m. – Live tea

ceremony will be per-
formed, accompanied by
live Koto (Japanese harp)
music 
On all days, the Courtyard

Theater will also feature a
display of artwork by mem-
bers of the Plano Art Associ-
ation. This International Art
Exhibit is being held in part-
nership with the Plano Inter-
national Festival and has
been a feature of the Festival

for eight years.
Now in its 11th year, the

Plano International Festival
is a free, family-friendly
event that lets attendees ex-
perience the area’s rich tap-
estry of cultures through
food, music, dance, displays
and activities from over 100
cultures. 
A food truck court will

feature global cuisines. Col-
orful performances on the
main stage will feature per-
formances from Aztec dance
to martial arts. Children can
visit various country booths
and get their festival Pass-
port stamped while learning
about the countries’ lan-
guage and geography. A flag
parade, international fashion
show, and Fitness and Well-
ness Fair will round out the
fun.

Plano International Festival
co-sponsors an exchange of
Japanese Arts and Culture



CARROLLTON
West Nile Virus
Dallas County Health and

Human Services (DCHHS)
has confirmed an additional
mosquito trap testing posi-
tive for West Nile virus
(WNV) in Carrollton. The
most recent trap was col-
lected from the mosquito
management area 1A. Area
1A is located between
Marsh Lane, Hebron Park-
way, Josey Lane, and our
northern city limits. 
Carrollton Animal Serv-

ices will conduct ground-
based spraying in the neigh-
borhood outlined above,
weather permitting, Tues-
day, September 29 and
Wednesday, September 30,
beginning around 9:00 p.m.
until completed. 

GARLAND
Bankhead 

Highway Convoy
The Mil i tary Vehicle

Preservation Association's
Bankhead Convoy is retrac-
ing  the  or ig ina l  1920
Transcontinental Motor
Convoy route. The convoy
will stop in Garland on Sat-
urday, Oct. 3. Celebrate at 2
p.m. with food, children's
activities, entertainment and
a military vehicle car show.
The public is invited to wel-

come the convoy of military
vehicles as they parade
down Main Street. Visit-
GarlandTx.com.

FARMERS
BRANCH
Firefighter 

Combat 
Challenge

Put t ing  f i re f igh ters
through the grueling paces
of everyday activity, in the
form of timed competition,
is at the heart of the Scott
Firefighter Combat Chal-
lenge, which will be hold-
ing the U.S. National com-
petition in Farmers Branch,
Oct. 2-4 at the the Double-
tree hotel located at 4099
Valley View Lane. Fire-
fighterchallenge.com

FRISCO
Water rates 
increased in

Frisco 
The Frisco City Council

has approved rate increases
for water and sewer serv-
ices. An average residential
utility customer will pay ap-
proximately 5 percent more
per month for water. Resi-
dential minimum water bills
will increase from $16.35 to

$17.17.  Sewer rates will in-
crease by 14 percent.  

RICHARDSON
Hiring Expo

planned
Tech Titans Hiring Expo is

scheduled for Wednesday,
Nov. 11 | 8:30 a.m. - 1 p .m.  at
Richardson Civic Center lo-
cated at 411 W. Arapaho Rd.  
DFW market is extremely

high. To help you find the
right people to fill your
open technology positions,
Tech Titans and the
Richardson Chamber of
Commerce are offering
your company the opportu-
nity to meet hundreds of
tech pros.

ALLEN
Show Up.
Speak Up. 

Shape Allen 
Residents begin on Thurs-

day, Oct. 1, to plan Allen's
next big projects. Pick a
subcommittee and partici-
pate in weekly workshops
that will help identify and
prioritize community needs
and costs for public facili-
ties, parks and recreation,
public safety, and streets
and drainage. These recom-
mendations will represent

the City's next Capital Im-
provement Program to be
presented to Allen City
Council for a future bond
election to be held in 2016.
However, subcommittee
meetings are scheduled for
7 p.m. every Thursday
through Nov. 12 at Allen
High School.  

McKINNEY
Family movies
McKinney’s upcoming

fall season of free Neigh-
borhood Night at the
Movies has something for
the entire family. Movies
begin at 7:30 p.m.  Families
are invited to attend a view-

ing of ‘Big Hero 6’ Oct. 2 at
E.A. Randles Park. ‘The
Boxtrolls’ will be shown Oct.
9 at Dr. Charles McKissick
Park and ‘Annie’ will be
shown Oct. 16 at W.B.
Finney Park. All movies are
rated PG and parents must
attend with minors. Mckin-
neytexas.org/parksevents
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ets to State Fair of Texas!

Enter to Win!
Ticket Giveaway

By Ruth Ferguson
NDG Editor

Each of us strongly be-
lieve we truly know Dr.
Martin Luther King, but do
we really? And if we knew
more about the man, would
our opinion of him change?
Those questions are ex-
plored in the Dallas Theater
Center’s (DTC)  production
of The Mountaintop. This
creates a unique experience
for the viewer, because just
how comfortable are we
with a less mythically Dr.
King?
While that is a fascinating

element to the play, it is not
even the best part. That
honor goes to Tiana Kaye
Johnson, a third year grad
student at SMU. Her per-
formance is mesmerizing as
she owns the stage, com-
manding your attention. Al-

though it may be hard to
imagine someone overshad-
owing Dr. King, at times I
found myself hanging a lit-
tle closer on her words. The
Prairie View A&M grad re-
cent ly  turned heads in
DTC’s production of The
Book Club Play. This fol-
low-up performance shows
her skill is no fluke. She is
charming and sassy and her
character’s always comes
across as someone you just
want to know better.

Playwright Katori Hall’s
mother featured two por-
traits on her wall – Jesus
and Dr. King according to
Hassan El-Amin (Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King). Hall was
determined to take Dr. King
off the wall and make him
less of a myth and more of
human being, a task she
achieves in spades in The
Mountaintop. Everyone
feels like they know Dr.
King so it is quite a chal-
lenge to make the experi-

ence feel new. El-Amin,
under the direction of Akin
Babatunde, achieves this.
The play opens with Dr.

King on the night before his
murder in the motel room
waiting for his friend and
co-worker in the battle for
civil rights, Ralph Aber-
nathy to return with a pack
of cigarettes. It is a stormy
night in Memphis and with
every clap of thunder Dr.
King flinches hard. I mean
really hard. It is the first sig-
nal that this not the fearless
civil rights leader we all
think we know so well. It is
a flesh and blood man who
perhaps has been to the
mountaintop, but he is not
quite ready to walk through
the valley of death either.
That is just the first of

many moments that make
you feel a little uncomfort-
able, because you have to

wrap your head around the
idea of fear and Dr. King in
the same room. Then in
walks Camae (Johnson)
bringing room service. As
the sexual tension between
them rise, you almost ex-
pect her to say, “coffee, tea
or me?” If we are not ready
to think of Dr. King as a
cheater in our minds, we
certainly don’t want to see
it unfold in this small and
very intimate Studio The-
atre at the Dee and Charles
Wyle Theatre. But again
Johnson’s performance is
captivating, and you find
yourself wondering can he
really resist?
And then the play goes in

a totally different direction
which the audience never
sees coming and I am not
going to remotely discuss to
avoid spoiling it for you.
This is a play that really

leaves you walking away
thinking about Dr. King in a
different light – and yet it
never disrespects his mem-
ory.
In an interview with the

DTC, Hall discusses her love
of re-telling true stories this
way, “I’m often inspired by
true stories, but I heavily fic-
tionalize those truths to serve
a deeper truth that only well-
told lies can tell.” 
There was no Camae for

Dr. King to spend his last
night on earth with, but The
Mountaintop is a well-told
lie that will challenge and en-
tertain you. Guests may
enjoy the show on stage at
DTC until Nov. 15. Tickets
are available for $18 – $102
at DallasTheaterCenter.org.
But a NDG reader can win
tickets for two to see The
Mountaintop by entering
via our Facebook page.

A different view from Dr. King’s Mountaintop



By Terri Schlichenmeyer

There once was a girl
who had a little curl…
Did you envy that nursery

rhyme character? Or, like
many women, have you had
a love-hate relationship
with your hair since you
were old enough to hear
nursery rhymes like that?
Either way, you’re not
alone, as you’ll see in “Me,
My Hair, and I,” a collec-
tion of hair-raising essays
edited by Elizabeth Bene-
dict.
Is today a good hair day, a

bad hair day – or a no-hair
day?  The bigger question:
who’s happy with her hair?
In this book, twenty-seven
women answer that, as they
weigh in on their tresses (or
lack thereof).

“For women,” says Bene-
dict, “hair is an entire li-
brary of information...”
“It’s always there, unless

it’s gone or it’s hidden – and
those absences tell stories
too.”
Your story may start with

your mother, the first deci-
sion-maker when it came to
your hair. She might have
snipped a few strands as a

keepsake once; she may’ve
forced you into a “pixie”
you didn’t want, a curtain of
hair you hated, a shaved
head that culture demanded
by your first birthday, or
braids done expertly. Her
choices then may still influ-
ence your ‘do today.
Hair can be “good” or it

can be “bad” and getting the
former, for African Ameri-
can girls, often meant time
spent in the family kitchen
that “would double as a tor-
ture chamber…”  Heated
devices burned necks and
scalps and rain undid every-
thing in an instant. Getting
one’s hair straightened was
“controversial,” but “What-
ever Black women do to
their hair is controversial.”
Other cultures, other con-

troversies.

Which brings up some
good points: when it comes
to our hair, everybody has
an opinion on it – and most
of them can’t help sharing.
Also: we may envy some-
one else’s hair, while she
envies our straight-wavy-
bouncy-curly-sleek tresses
of another color-texture-
thickness. We’re never
happy with that which is on
our heads – or anywhere on
our bodies, for that matter.
So perhaps the thing to do

is to embrace two facts: for
women, there is no such
thing as a “neutral” hair-

style. There’s just not. And,
hey, whatever we do with it,
we get second chances: it’ll
always grow back.
Pick up “Me, My Hair,

and I” and there’s one thing
you’ll notice: as you comb
through it, just about every
one of these twenty-seven
essays resonates.
It’s easy, for instance, to

identify with the women
who long for a new hair-
style to go with a new life.
Readers will know exactly
what one essayist means
when she says hair is love.
We sympathize with de-

scriptions of hair as it cir-
cles the drain, post-chemo;
with memories of childhood
pulls and tugs; with the waf-
fling decisions to dye or
not; and with the shake-our-
heads comments that our
hair draws.
Editor Elizabeth Benedict

chose these essays wisely to
reflect our tangled thoughts
about hair, and I think
you’ll agree once you open
its pages. If you’ve ever
cursed your curls, fought
your ‘fro, or loved your
locks, “Me, My Hair, and I”
will surely grow on you. 

NDG Book Review: Me, My Hair, and I will grow on you
Car Review
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NDG Entertainment Ticket Giveaway!!! Visit us on Facebook to win
tickets to DCT's Fancy Nancy the Musical and DTC's Moutaintop.

Enter to Win!
Ticket Giveaway

Crystal Carranza (left) and Fred Hamilton (right) were big winners in the North Dallas Gazette’s ongoing
ticket giveaway. Readers can win tickets to the biggest events in DFW by staying tuned to NDG on Face-
book, Twitter and Instagram. Carranza won tickets to the State Fair of Texas, whicle Hamilton won tickets
tot the State Fair Classic. “PV! Love the underdog,” Hamilton wrote. “Was there in 2009 when PV beat

Grambling for the first time in many years Would like to see them do it again. Go PV!”

More happy winners...

Tony Award Winner Terrence
McNally Opens TeCo’s 22nd Season
at the Bishop Arts Theatre Center
TeCo Theatrical Produc-

tions, Inc. announced this
week the kick off of their
Spotlight Season featuring
four-time Tony Award win-
ner Terrence McNally on
Thursday, Oct. 8 at 7:30 p.m.
at the Bishop Arts Theatre
Center. The playwright will
appear as part of the Drama-
tists Guild Fund’s Traveling
Masters Program designed to
bring prominent dramatists
into communities across the

country to provide insight
into their craft and creative
process.
Admission is free but

reservations are required as
limited seats are available.
Those interested in this ex-
traordinary opportunity
should send an email to
RSVP@DGFund.org to re-
serve their space. 
TeCo’s Spotlight Series

will continue on April 9,
2016 with 13-time best-

s e l l i n g  a u t h o r  Vi c t o r
MClothin. 
The author will talk about

his journey from overcoming
poor reading skills as a child
to a critically acclaimed nov-
elist and celebrated film-
maker. The lecture will begin
promptly at 3 p.m. with a
book signing following the
event.
Visit www.tecotheater.org

for more details or call the
box office at 214-948-0716.
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Market Place

vancing through the ranks
at the international assur-
ance and advisory firm of
Deloitte and Touche.  
His experience crosses

multiple industries while
specializing in the financial
services sector, including

life insurance, investment
advisory and banking.
Lawrence serves on the
North Carolina State Uni-
versity Investment Fund
Board and has served on
various nonprofit boards
throughout the Raleigh/Durham

area. 
He earned a Bachelor of Arts

degree in Accounting from
North Carolina State University
and is a certified public ac-
countant. He is married with
four children. 
North Carolina Mutual Life

Insurance Company, the na-
tion’s oldest and largest insur-

ance company with roots in the
African American community,
offers a wide variety of insur-
ance products and financial
services. Since its founding 116
years ago in Durham, North
Carolina Mutual has built a rep-
utation for the personalized
service it provides its policy-
holders.

LAWRENCE, continued from Page 2

dren and families in need
were packaged by 35 em-
ployees. The packaged in-
gredients include fortified
soy and rice casserole-style
meals, specifically formu-
lated to meet the nutritional
needs of a starving child.
All the food packaged was
delivered to the Tarrant
Area Food Bank.
Employee Grace Galle-

gos was proud to be a part
of the Week of Caring.
"I got involved because I

wanted to help with the
cause of providing food to
families here in North Texas
and around the world," Gal-
legos said. "This is such a

small sacrifice for us to take
time out of our day to take
part in the worthy volunteer
project."
Mercedes-Benz Financial

Services President and CEO
Peter Zieringer is proud of
the dedication employees
had in improving their com-
munities.
"The Week of Caring is

one of my favorite weeks of
the year, because it is grati-
fying to see the impact our
team members have when
they roll up their sleeves
and give back to worthy or-
ganizations doing great
work," said Zieringer. "In
just five days, my fellow

colleagues clocked nearly
4,000 hours of service ben-
efitting 12 different com-
munity partners in the Dal-
las/Fort Worth area."
Other organizations

helped by the volunteers
include the Community
Food Bank in Fort Worth,
Don't Forget to Feed Me,
Spark! Dallas, Community
Storehouse in Fort Worth,
SafeHaven in Arlington
and Fort Worth, Junior
Achievement of Chisholm
Trail, Trinity Habitat for
Humanity, Tarrant Area
Food Bank, and the Senior
Citizens Services of Tar-
rant County.
Week of Caring is a na-

tionwide commitment for
the company. Volunteers
from the company's head-
quarters, located in Farm-
ington Hills, Mich., also
participated in weeklong
projects at the same time.
Since 2013, more than 75
volunteer projects, span-
ning 25,000 hours of serv-
ice have been provided.
Mercedes-Benz Financial
Services is focused on
building long-term part-
nerships with organiza-
tions committed to creat-
ing positive social change
in the areas of education,
community enhancement,
arts & culture, and diver-
sity & inclusion.

CARING, continued from Page 1

Mercedes-Benz Financial Services employees listen to Sagamore Hill
Elementary School students read new books in Fort Worth, TX. The
students selected two books to take home with their newly decorated

bookshelves. Photograph by Ellman Photography.
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Autos Wanted
A-1 DONATE YOUR
CAR FOR BREAST
CANCER!  Help United
Breast Foundation edu-
cation, prevention, &
support programs.
FAST FREE PICKUP -
24 HR RESPONSE -
TAX DEDUCTION  855-
403-0213

Health & Fitness
VIAGRA 100MG and
CIALIS 20mg! 50 Pills
$99.00 FREE Shipping!
100 percent guaranteed.
CALL NOW! 1-866-312-
6061

VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS
20mg. 50 tabs $90 in-
cludes FREE SHIP-
PING. 1-888-836-0780

or Metro-Meds.net
Miscellaneous

DISH TV Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12
mos.) SAVE! Regular
Price $34.99 Ask About
FREE SAME DAY Instal-
lation! CALL Now! 877-
477-9659  

CASH FOR CARS,   Any
Make or Model! Free
Towing.   Sell it TODAY.

Instant offer: 1-800-864-
5784  

Make a Connection.
Real People, Flirty Chat.
Meet singles right now!
Call LiveLinks. Try it
FREE. Call NOW: 1-
888-909-9905 18+.  

Wanted to Buy
CASH PAID- up to
$25/Box for unexpired,

sealed DIABETIC TEST
STRIPS. 1-DAYPAY-
MENT.1-800-371-1136

Wants to purchase min-
erals and other oil and
gas interests. Send de-
tails to P.O. Box 13557
Denver, Co. 80201

ADVERTISE to 10 Mil-
lion Homes across the

USA! Place your ad in
over 140 community
newspapers, with circu-
lation totaling over 10
million homes. Contact
Independent Free Pa-
pers of America IFPA at
d a n i e l l e b u r n e t t -
ifpa@live.com or visit
our website cadne-
tads.com for more infor-
mation.

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com

FREE
RENT

Same Day Move-In • GREAT Location!! (Dallas)
STOP PAYING SO MANY FEES! Our rent is FULL SERVICE. We pay for utilities – electricity,
heating, air conditioning, and janitorial services … it’s all included! No “Plus-E” – No “CAM.”
NO PERSONAL OR BUSINESS FINANCIAL HISTORY REQUIRED! GREAT DEALS ON ONE-
ROOM SUITES! --- STOP PAYING TOO MUCH RENT! (Just North of Downtown Dallas)

• Surveillance Camera • No Application or Application Fees 
• Five-Page lease - Short & Simple • Extremely Competitive Rates 

• Same-Day Move-In • Flexible Lease Terms 
• On-site Management, Maintenance, Leasing and Space Planning 

• Ample, Convenient Parking • No Credit Check
• Beautiful Glass & architecturally unique Building!

Rent Starting at $199 per month (9.99/sq.ft.)

Office / Medical Space 
1327 Empire Central (@ I-35 Stemmons Freeway)

Dallas, TX 75247
(972) 432-5219 

Qualinfotech Solutions Inc has multiple
openings for the following position to work
in Dallas, TX and/or various client sites
throughout the U.S. Must be willing to
travel and/or relocate Senior .Net Devel-
oper Performing design and development
of software solutions using C#, ASP.NET,
ADO.NET, WCF, LINQ, JavaScript, jQuery,
XML, Ajax, SQL Server, SSIS, SSRS,
Crystal Reports. 

Send Resume to:
Qualinfotech Solutions Inc.

2727 LBJ Freeway, Suite 438
Dallas TX 75234

ULGDYP, a network of
Dallas area Young Profes-
sionals, host its 8th Annual
Leadership Development
Conference (LDC) on Satur-
day, Oct. 3 from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. at NYLO Irving/Las
Colinas, located at 1001 W.

Royal Lane in Irving, Texas.
This year’s theme will be
“#E2E Evolve 2 Excellence.”
#E2E Evolve 2 Excellence

morning keynote will be
given by Dallas native, Craig
Lewis, Founder and Chief
Entrepreneur Officer of Vis-

age Payroll, a venture capital
backed Dallas-based technol-
ogy startup, providing free
payroll services to small
businesses in the United
States.
Followed up with, David

Johns, Executive Director of

White House Initiative on
Educational Excellence for
African Americans. Johns
works with federal agency
partners and communities na-
tionwide to produce a more
effective continuum of edu-
cation programs for African

American students.  
#E2E Evolve 2 Excellence

will provide young profes-
sionals from across the nation
the tools for career advance-
ment, hear from powerful
speakers, learn to understand
the importance of giving

back to their communities,
and gain applicable advice on
building lasting relationships
both personally and profes-
sionally. Registration fees are
$45 for ULGDYP members
and $65 for Non-mem-
bers/General Public. 

#E2E Evolve 2 Excellence: ULGDYP hosts annual Leadership Development Conference



AVENUE F
CHURCH OF 

CHRIST IN PLANO

Mondays – Fridays
Call 972-423-8833 for AF-
FECT, Inc. or email:  AF-
FECTxInc@aol.com for
counseling services, re-
sources and assistance for
job readiness and training
programs for individuals.

October 4
You are invited to join us
for Bible Classes at 9:30
a.m.; Morning Worship at
10:45 a.m.; and don’t forget
to come back at 5 p.m. for
our Iglesia de Cristo Serv-
ices (the Word of God in
Spanish.)

October 6, 7 p.m.
You invited to join us for
Tuesday’s Talk at the
church.  Call the church for
details.

October 7, 7 p.m.
Don’t miss Bible study as
we worship and praise God
for His blessings.  Prepare
to be encouraged by God’s
plan to grow.

Brother Ramon Hodridge,
Minister of Education
1026 Avenue F
Plano, TX   75074
972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchrist.org  
______________________

BETHEL BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
CARROLLTON

October 4, 9:45 a.m.
You’re invited to our Sun-
day Morning “Prayer and
Meditation” followed by
Morning Worship Service at
10 a.m.  See what God is
doing through and with us;
you will be blessed.  Don’t
forget to come back at 5
p.m. for the Word of God in
Spanish at our Iglesia de
Cristo Services.

October 4, Noon Time
How do you study the
Bible?  Join us for a new
one hour only Bible Study;
Senior Pastor Woodson will
teach a one hour series on
“How to Study the Bible
God’s way.”  You don’t
want to miss this Bible
Study Group.

October 7, 7 p.m.
Join us in Wednesday’s
Prayer and Bible Study
Class with Senior Pastor Dr.

Woodson and/or Associate
Pastor Brenda Patterson
teaching on the subject of
Spiritual Warfare.  These
are cool Topics in Fall
months.  Learn what God
says about critical issues
and topics through the study
of His word.

Dr. Terrance Woodson,
Senior Pastor
1944 E. Hebron Parkway
Carrollton, TX  75007
972-492-4300
www.bethelbiblefellow-
ship.org 
______________________

BIBLE WAY
COMMUNITY

BAPTIST CHURCH

October 4, 7:35 a.m.
Join us this Sunday for our
Praise and Worship Serv-
ices and receive a blessing
from God.

October 7, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our
Wednesday Bible Study to
learn more about God’s
word and how it can lead
and guide you. 

Attention Suppliers of Goods,
Services and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
www.bidsync.com

www.garlandpurchasing.com

972-205-2415
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On a quest for qualified candidates? Contact Nina Garcia at 972-509-9049 Career Opportunity

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com

Office Administrative Support 
1) Process Weekly Invoices/New Ads and prepare for
mail out (Quick Book Software)
2) Enter names and email addresses e-delivery
spreadsheet (Google doc)
3) Prepare weekly Subscriptions for mailing
print whole page label for subcription mailing (when
needed)
4) Mail weekly invoices and tearsheets
5) Print invoices from Quickbooks
6) Pull tear sheets for weekly billing
7) Enter payments in Quick books
develop summary/notes on customers preferences in
receiving their bills/invoices
8) Print Affidavits (when required by customer)
9) Balance bank statement (P & L & Balance sheet)
10) Must have accounting degree or extensive knowl-
edge of accounting/
11) Prepare year-end docs for CPA

Collections:
1) Develop collection summary spreadsheet (google
document)
2) Update collection summary speadsheet weekly
(google document)
3) Make 30-day collection call
4) Mail out past due bills/invoices
5) Occasional meetings on status of accounts in col-
lections

Technical support and orientation:
-Access off-site
-Quickbooks off-site
-Voicemail  message system

Call 972-432-5219, or email your resume to:
inquiries1909@gmail.com

Schedule Negotiable: 4-10 hours weekly @
$10.00 to 13.00 hourly

HELP WANTED
See CHURCHES, Page 14
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September 28, 2015
Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing business in the
North Texas market since 1963. With clients such as TxDOT, Dallas County Public Works,
and the Cities of Dallas, Fort Worth, Richardson and Mansfield (plus many others), we
have a strong backlog of work in the highway market locally.
We are currently hiring for the following positions:
 Laborers (Earthworks, Underground, Paving)
 Fuel Truck Helper
 Form Setters (Paving, Structures)
 Finishers (Paving, Paving/Straightedge)
 Pipelayers
 Work Zone Barricade Servicer
 Flagger
 RT Crane Operator
 Dozer Operators
 Trackhoe Operators
 Loader Operators
 Blade Operators
 Mixer Operators
 Roller Operators
 Mechanic (Fleet, Paving, Shop)
 CDL Drivers (Haul Truck, Fuel Truck, End Dump Truck, General)
Available: multiple openings
Rate: Negotiable
Must have own transportation
Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (depending on position)
Physical and Drug Screen Required
Must have a Clear Background
Must be at least 21 years old

Ed Bell
Construction 

Company
An Equal Opportunity Employer

Must apply in PERSON, Monday – Friday from 8am to 11am 
@ 10605 Harry Hines Blvd.

Please visit our website: www.edbellconstruction.com/careers
Or email your resume to: careers@edbellconstruction.com

Church Happenings

Statewide African
American
Press\Association
is seeking a
statewide sales
representative.

The Texas Publish-
ers Association is
seeking a
statewide sales
representative to
represent the overall sales objective for the
organization. Individual must have a proven
sales track record with local and regional
sales strategies.

Also the individual must be:
• A self-starter
• Have excellent written and verbal commu-
nication skills
• A visionary
• Professional
• Have excellent organizational skills
Previous advertising agency and direct
sales experience a plus. Position is com-
mission based.

Serious inquiries only.
Please email resume to

inquiries1909@gmail.com or leave a mes-
sage for the position at 972-432-5219.



Dr. Timothy Wilbert, Pastor
4215 North Greenview
Drive
Irving, TX 75062
972-257-3766
www.biblewayirving.org
______________________

CHRIST COMMUNITY
CHURCH

IN RICHARDSON

October 4, 8:45 a.m.
and 11 a.m.

You’re invited to our Morn-
ing Services as we worship,
honor and praise God for
His blessings.  

October 7, 7 p.m.
Join us at 12 Noon with
Rev. Viveca Potter teaching
on the Word of God; come
back at 6:45 p.m. for Cor-
porate Prayer and stay for
Senior Pastor Autry at 7:30
p.m. teaching the Word of
God.  Our youth will come
for Food and Fellowship at
7 p.m. followed by Bible
Study at 7:30 p.m.

Dr. Terrence Autry,
Senior Pastor
701 Centennial 
972-991-0200
Richardson, TX 75081
www.Chr i s t communi -
tyrichardson.org
______________________

FELLOWSHIP
CHRISTIAN

CENTER CHURCH IN
ALLEN

“The Ship”

October 4
Join us as we praise and
worship God at 8 a.m. in the
Joycie Turner Fellowship
Hall, 200 West Belmont
Drive in Allen; followed by
our Worship Services at
Bolin Elementary School in
Allen, Texas 75002 and
bring someone with you;
you will be blessed.

October 7
You’re invited to our
Wednesday’s 12 Noon-Day
Live Prayer and Bible
Study and/or our Wednes-
day Night Live Prayer and
Bible Study at 7 p.m. to
learn more about God’s
Word at the Joycie Turner
Fellowship Hall, 200 West
Belmont Drive in Allen.  Be
encouraged by God’s plan
for your maturity and His

glory; and most of all, be
prepared to grow.

October 25, 7 p.m.
Calling all youth! Every 4th
Sunday we host Hype Sun-
day Worship at our Admin-
istration Building, 200 W.
Belmont Drive in Allen, TX
75013.  Don’t be guilty of
missing out on the wonder-
ful and exciting way we
worship God and thank
Him for His blessings. 

Dr.  W.  L. Stafford, Sr., Ed. D.
Senior Pastor
5705 Cheyenne Drive
at Bolin Elementary School
in Allen 75002 for Sunday
Morning Worship and the
Admin. Building Address
is 200 W. Belmont Drive
Allen, TX   75013 
972-359-9956
www.theship3c.org 

MT. OLIVE CHURCH 
OF PLANO (MOCOP)

October 4, 10 a.m.
Join us for our Sunday Wor-
ship Service as we praise
and worship God for His

Honor and His glory.

October 7, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our
Wednesday’s Bible Study
class; you will learn what
God has to say to us.  Come
to be encouraged by God’s
plan for your spiritual
growth and His glory.

Pastor Sam Fenceroy
Senior Pastor and
Pastor Gloria Fenceroy
300 Chisholm Place
Plano, TX  75075
972-633-5511
www.mocop.org
______________________

MT. PISGAH
MISSIONARY

BAPTIST CHURCH

October 4, 9:45 a.m.
You are welcome to join us
for our Sunday morning
worship service as we
praise and worship God.

October 5
Join us for our Intercessory
Prayer Ministry and our
Monday’s Conference calls. 

October 7, at 6:30 p.m.

Join us for Wednesday’s
Prayer and Worship come
and hear what God has to
say to us.

R. W. Townsend, Senior
Pastor
11611 Webb Chapel Road
Dallas, TX  75229
972-241-6151
www.dallasmtpisgah.org 
______________________

NEW MOUNT ZION
BAPTIST CHURCH

October 4
You’re invited to join us for
Early Morning Services at
7:30 a.m., followed by Sun-
day School at 9 a.m. and
Morning Worship at 10:30
a.m.

October 7, 7 p.m.
Join us in Wednesday’s
Bible Study class; you will
learn what God has to say to
us for our growth.

Dr. Tommy L. Brown
Senior Pastor
9550 Shepherd Road
Dallas, Texas  75243
214-341-6459
www.nmzb.org 

SHILOH MBC
IN PLANO

October 4, at 8 a.m. 
And/or 11 a.m.

Come and worship with us
this Sunday, God will greet
us and bless us with words
of wisdom as He leads and
guide us in all truth and
righteousness.

October 7, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our
Wednesday’s Bible Study to
learn more about God’s
Word.  Come and be en-
couraged by God’s plan for
your maturity and growth;
and, it’s all for His glory
and His honor. 

Dr. Isaiah Joshua, Jr.
Senior Pastor
920 E. 14th Street
Plano, TX   75074
972-423-6695
www.smbcplano.org 

THE INSPIRING BODY
OF CHRIST CHURCH

October 4, 7:30 
and/or 11:30 a.m.

You’re invited this Sunday
as we praise, worship,
honor and magnify God’s
Holy name.

October 7, 7 p.m.
Join us in Monday School
as we learn what God has to
say to us.

October 9, 7 p.m.
All men are invited to join
us for Men’s Fellowship
night.  Come and grow with
us.

Pastor Rickie Rush
7701 S Westmoreland Road
Dallas, TX  75237
972-372-4262
www.Ibocchurch.org
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NDG now has a “Special Advertising Package” for
churches and non-profit organizations that need to
let the community know about your Special Event.

Opportunity You Can Measure...
Church Events
• Church Anniversary
• Pastor’s Anniversary
• Women’s Day
• Men’s Day

Non-Profit Org. Events
• Fundraisers
(Concerts)

• Special Events
(Personal or Community)

Special Rate $199
(Black & White, per insertion)

Ad size - 4.905” x 6” (Quarter Page, B&W)
(NOTE: Color Ad $75 extra per inserion)

Production disclaimer - NDG ad meake-ready is not included in promotion.
Layout/production of “copy ready” ad will be a nominal extra cost.

E-mail ad copy to: Marketing@NorthDallasGazette.com
or call our Marketing Department today!

972-509-9049

CHURCHES, continued from Page 13



God is a good God and His
ways are perfect.  We can
eliminate much needless pain
and misery from our lives
just by following His ways.  
Even if you were the last

person on earth, Jesus Christ
still would have died just for
you.  
Prayer is not conquering

God’s reluctance but taking
hold of God’s willingness.
The task ahead of you is not
as great as the power behind
you.
Worship God is giving

Him your love, your thanks,
and your praise to God; and
proving these things by in-
stant, joyful, and whole obe-
dience.  
Don’t wait for God to

change your circumstances;
make yourself available for

Him to change you.  Worry is
like a rocking chair; it gives
you something to do, but it
doesn’t get you anywhere.
Remember, God doesn’t use
wastebaskets!
KXY PXOPLX  --  Xvxn

though my kxyboard is an
old modxl, it works quitx
wxll, xxcxpt for onx of thx
kxys.  It is trux that all thx
othxr kxys work wxll
xnough, but just this onx kxy
not working makxs a dif-
fxrxncx.
Somxtimxs it sxxms likx a

txam or a church is
somxwhat likx my old kxy-
board—not all thx kxy pxo-
plx arx working togxthxr for
God’s work.
You may say to yoursxlf,

“wxll, I am only onx pxrson.
I won’t makx or brxak a txam
xffort.”  But IT DOXS makx
a diffxrxncx, bxcausx a txam
xffort, to bx xffxctivx, nxxds
thx activx participation of
xveryonx.
So thx nxxt timx you think

that your xfforts will not bx
missxd, rxmxmbxr my old
kxyboard!    You are impor-

tant and with God’s help and
guidancx, His work will gxt
donx.  Without God, likx my
old brokx kxyboard is miss-
ing the “e”, is the missing
“kxy “ to make everything
work the way it should. 
It has been said that there

are four Types of Christians.
"But if you are led by the
Spirit, you are not under the
law."  Galatians 5:18.
The following four cate-

gories provide an excellent
tool for self-assessment:   1)
The Christian who is simply

trying to survive.  Christians
who are simply trying to sur-
vive have no purpose or zeal
for integrating their faith in
their community. 
They have not seen the

power or presence of God in
their community. Such Chris-
tians segment their faith-life
from their community.  They
lack purpose and meaning
and they have little direction. 
2) The Christian who is

living by Christian principles.
They participate in a 12-step
program and read books with

guaranteed formulas to help
lose weight or improve our
marriages. 
This programmed teaching

can be beneficial to change
negative patterns in our lives.
However, it is important to
recognize that the root of this
type of teaching comes
largely from a Greek-based
system for attaining knowl-
edge, as compared to the
early church Hebraic model
of experiential learning. 
3) The Christian who is

living by the power of the
Holy Spiritt understand the
importance of developing a
heart toward God through
prayer.
They study of the Word of

God and also obey Him.
They realize that these are the
three core ingredients to ex-
periencing the power of God
in their lives. 
4) The Christian who is

transforming his or her com-
munity for Christ.  A won-
derful by-product of living by
the power of the Holy Spirit
is that you can transform
your community for God. 

Christians who passion-
ately seek the manifestation
of God's kingdom here on
earth will be able to realize
this transformation in their
community.  When the king-
dom of God is demonstrated
on Earth, it can transform the
community and society. 
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Avenue F Church of Christ
1026 Avenue F • Plano, TX 75074

972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchrist.org

Ramon Hodridge, Minister

Early Sunday Morning ......................8:00 am
Sunday Bible Class...........................9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship...............10:45 am
Evening Worship...............................3:00 pm
Iglesia de Cristo Services ................5:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Class....................7:00 pm

Radio Program @ 7:30 am on
KHVN 970 AM Sunday Mornings

Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church

Isiah Joshua, Jr.
Pastor

Worship Times: 8 and 11 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Mid-week: Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
Youth Church: Every 3rd, 4th,
and 5th Sunday at 10:45 a.m.

AWANA: Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
Contact Information:!972-423-6695

www.smbcplano.org

2013 Theme:
SMBC:  A church Focused on

Excellence while Teaching
the Word, Preaching the

Gospel, Reaching the World

Serving the Plano Community for 128 Years
Founded 1884

920 E 14th Street Plano, TX

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com

Send email to: businessoffice@
northdallasgazette.com to sign up
for Sister Tarpley's weekly elec-
tronic newsletter.

Good things said, and some to think about

It’s State Fair Time and Sister Tarpley is in front of Big Tex, as
he welcomes the fairgoers.
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