
By Michael Cottman
Urban News Service

For Erik Denson, a NASA engi-
neer at the Kennedy Space Center,
descending 30 feet into the depths
of Lake Huron to help preserve the
legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen was
a cherished, unforgettable experi-
ence.  
“I embarked on a mission of a

lifetime,” said Denson, a graduate
of Howard University. “One that
would touch our hearts and souls.”
Early last summer, Denson and

six other underwater explorers made
history by conducting a five-day
archeological survey of a Bell P-
39Q Airacobra fighter plane piloted
by 2nd Lt. Frank Moody, a 22-year-
old Tuskegee Airman from Los An-
geles. After crashing his plane on
April 11, 1944, his body washed
ashore in Port Huron, Michigan, a
few months later.  
The Tuskegee Airmen were a

group of fighter and bomber pilots
who fought in World War II and
were the first African-American
military aviators in the U.S. Armed
Forces. Moody was flying a training
mission over Lake Huron when his
aircraft malfunctioned. He was one
of seven documented Tuskegee Air-
man whose planes nose-dived into
the Great Lakes as they trained to
battle the Nazis in Europe.  

David Losinski, a helicopter pilot
with the Oakland County Sheriff’s
Office, and his son, Drew, were in a
boat helping the Michigan Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality on
an unrelated project when they spot-
ted the submerged door of Moody’s
airplane. 
Losinski discovered Moody’s

plane on April 11, 2014 — 70 years
to the day after the pilot’s acci-
dent— and alerted archeologists
from the Thunder Bay National Ma-
rine Sanctuary.  
Denson, who works in eastern

Florida, was part of the seven-per-
son volunteer team that documented
the wreckage, which included the
engine, tail, gauge panel, wings and

a radio. It marked the first time that
black underwater explorers helped
examine the remains of a sub-
merged airplane once piloted by a
Tuskegee Airman. 
“As an alumnus of Tuskegee, I

had heard of the Airmen, but at that
time in my life, it didn’t have much
meaning,” said Ernest Franklin,
who was part of last summer’s mis-
sion. “But as the week progressed .
. . I started getting closer to 2nd Lt.
Frank Moody, the pilot that died in
the plane we were documenting.
”The Tuskegee Airmen formed

the 332nd Fighter Group and the
477th Bombardment Group of the

NDG’s View

As we have recently
witnessed, institutional
racism is still very present
in our society. Structures
and strictures set in place
to control, restrict or re-
press certain groups have
revealed itself in our
higher educational arenas.
Our colleges and universi-
ties across our beloved
county, alongside our
American society, are yet
crippled by the long
reaching hand of white su-
premacy racism.

It’s shameful in today’s
society, where freedom is
the right of every Ameri-
can citizen, that some of
us must still step into the
ring to spar, and even
shadow box, the known,
but invisible enemy of
white supremacy racism.
More shameful, our chil-
dren who set out to pursue
their dreams, prove their
ideals, and make their
transition from childhood
to adulthood, have to fight
for their right to freedom
and equality in an envi-
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Award-winning legendary
radio host Tom Joyner, host
of the nationally syndicated
Tom Joyner Morning Show,
was announced as the 2016
Annual Dallas Dr. Martin
Luther  King Jr.  Parade
Grand Marshal.  Throughout
his almost 40-year career be-
hind the microphone as one
of the country’s top urban
radio personalities, Joyner
has  been honored with
countless awards and is ac-
credited for many firsts.
Also the North Dallas

Gazette is proud to announce
a partnership with the City of
Dallas for the parade. Stay

tuned for more details!
As the top personality in

Dallas-Fort Worth in 1985,
he made radio history by
signing two contracts with
two stations at the same time.
He was Dallas’ #1 morning
drive host of K104-FM and

Chicago’s #1 afternoon drive
host on WGCI-FM, earning
him the nicknames as “The
Fly Jock” and “The Hardest
Working Man in Radio”.
Today Joyner hosts the na-
tion’s #1 urban syndicated
morning show heard by al-
most 8 million listeners daily.
Joyner is an entrepreneur

founding Reach Media In-
corporated.  He is a philan-
thropist founding the Tom
Joyner Foundation providing
scholarships to thousands of
students each year attending
historically black colleges
and universities in our coun-
try.  
He is a community leader

that cares about the people
pushing initiatives such as

“Take A Loved One to the
Doctor Day” helping to
make sure families are
healthy.  
The Annual Dallas Dr.

Martin Luther King Jr. Pa-
rade & Celebration will con-
tinue in the spirit of Dr.
William ‘Bill’ Blair and the
legacy of the “People’s Pa-
rade” beginning in 2016. The
“People’s Parade” was estab-
lished by the late Dr. William
“Bil l”  Blair  Jr. ,  Negro
League baseball legend and
founder of The Elite News,
in 1986.
In a collaborative effort

with the la te  Dr.  S.  M.
Wright Sr., president of the
Dallas Interdenominational
Ministerial Alliance and pas-

tor of People’s Missionary
Baptist Church, the first Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Birth-
day Parade stepped off on
January 20, 1986 with ap-
proximately 11 cars, a few
ministers and one drum.  The
parade marched down the
entire length of Martin
Luther King Jr. Boulevard
and ended at Fair Park.  After
the parade was finished,
everyone headed to People’s
Missionary Baptist Church
for a huge celebration.  (1986
was also marked the first na-
tional observance of the Dr.
King birthday holiday.)
The annual Dallas Dr.

Martin Luther King Jr. Pa-
rade will march down Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Boulevard

in South Dallas on Monday,
January 18 at 10 a.m. to
begin the Dallas commemo-
rative celebration on the na-
tional holiday marked to ob-
serve Dr. King’s birthday.
Over 200,000 eager parade
spectators are expected to
line the parade route to see
the parade with over 200 en-
tries featuring some of North
Texas’ top marching bands,
floats, churches, community
organizations, cartoon char-
acters, elected officials, clas-
sic cars and much,much
more.
The holiday Celebration

will be held at the Fair Park
Automobile Building from

(BlackNews.com) -- Fuse
Billy D. Williams, Sammy
Davis Jr., Gordan Parks,
Marvin Gaye, Malcolm X
and the countless black men
who have pioneered a
unique and exquisite sense
of style in all arenas and you
get Man Becomes Style, a
trendsetting lifestyle blog on
style, grooming and personal
improvement for black men.
Man Becomes Style en-

courages African American
men to develop and nurture
habits of good taste, individ-
ual style and gentlemanly
etiquette, that supports a re-
warding personal and pro-
fessional life. It is charis-
matic for its subtle persua-
sion to set aside boyish be-
havior and adopt manly

charm. This blog teaches
men how to build their
wardrobe, esteem and confi-
dence so that they may step
out in any occasion looking
and feeling 'as easy as Sun-
day morning'.
African American men

can visit the blog to get ad-
vice, tips, techniques, rec-
ommendation and reviews

on grooming, attire, fitness
and personal development
from experts. Their informa-
tion is insightful and enter-
taining with a light-hearted
spirit and brotherhood ap-
proach.
However, it's not all about

style, Man Becomes Style
also encompasses cultural
elements, modern trends and
traditional values to address
real life personal and profes-
sional concerns such as rela-
tionships, health, parenting,
careers and other topics that
are intrinsic to the lifestyle
of today's modern man.
Their mission is to provide a
motivational and supportive
platform where African
American men can find cru-
cial information that is rele-
vant and specifically relates
to them.

As the experiences, per-
spectives and values of a
culture are innate to that cul-
ture, Man Becomes Style
aims to address the afore-
mentioned topics from the
perspective of a black male,
whether it's hairstyles, fash-
ion trends, history, social is-
sues or other.
Most of all, Man Becomes

Style is about creating a per-
sonal image that leads to
success in business and life.
It brings black men together
like no other blog does, by
sharing information that is
essential to developing con-
fidence within themselves.
Dedicated to men of all

ages, whether young or old
there is a lot to be learned
from Man Becomes Style.
Visit the blog now at
www.manbecomesstyle.com

By Sonja Washington

There is a belief we can-
not run from our destiny.
This concept applies to the
journey Larry Jefferson-
Gamble describes when
asked, “How did you be-
come Santa Claus?’’ To find
out, we have to travel back
in time to when Jefferson-
Gamble was a teenager. His
father had taken ill, therefore
during Christmas time it was
his job as the older brother to
put together the toys for his
brother. He enjoyed this role
so much, but little did he
know it would be a precur-
sor for his future.

In 1999, that same brother
had sick children who could
not get out to see Santa
Claus at the mall. His
brother mentioned this to
him in passing and Jeffer-
son-Gamble said he would
get a suit and come over to
play Santa Claus for the

kids. As we get busy with
our lives the brother com-
pletely forgot Santa Claus
was scheduled to come by
the house for a visit.
Upon Jefferson-Gamble’s

arrival as Santa Claus his
nephews were overjoyed
and it never occurred to
them it was their uncle.  Jef-
ferson-Gamble knew he was
on to something and loved
the feeling of making his
nephews so happy. This ex-
perience inspired him to fur-
ther this adventure.
Since that time Jefferson-

Gamble has become Black
Santa every year working
several events around the
DFW area. Black Santa has
made appearances at the
Stew Pot (Homeless Shel-

ter), SM Wright Founda-
tion’s-Christmas in the Park,
Wal-Mart, and Toys R Us.
If you can think of any

place to find Santa, he has
been there to serve the peo-
ple of our community. He
truly loves making the chil-
dren light up with joy and
recalls the time where he as-
sisted in passing out 200
bikes to less fortunate chil-
dren one holiday season.
Black Santa even has his
very own sleigh that he
comes in on to bring joy
and happiness into the
hearts of the children each
year.
Black Santa has been pro-

fessionally trained in his
craft by attending Santa
school in 2014. He explains

this was an integral part of
playing this role as you
must have the love and
Christmas spirit in your
heart to truly be awesome.
The children do not care
that he is a ‘Black’ Santa,
the parents seem to be the
only ones that mention it.
The children see Santa and
that is the only thing impor-
tant to them. Which sup-
ports the notion that when
we grow up that is when we
learn to look at people by
the color instead of their
character.  
Jefferson-Gamble has just

that, a character that drove
him to serve and retire from
the Armed Forces as a
Champlain Core Assistant,
in addition to a Captain for

the Army and the Army Re-
serves. A special note, Santa
is looking for Mrs. Claus to
join the team!  So single
ladies, maybe you would
like to put him on your
Christmas list this year!
Black Santa is available

for corporate parties, church
events, personal house calls
and school sightings! Even if
you have a different event,
please feel free to book
Black Santa to ride in on his
sleigh!
For bookings please con-

tact Black Santa at santa-
clauslj@yahoo.com or lar-
ryj@yahoo.com. You may
inquire about availability
and rates by simply emailing
and/or calling at (469)671-
4242.
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By Ken Goodgames

According to the St. Louis
Federal Reserve Bank, al-
most 43 million Americans
are either “unbanked” or
“underbanked,” meaning
consumers who have little to
no access to traditional lend-
ing institutions. Of these,
over half – 56 percent – are
minorities in our communi-
ties: African-American,
Latino or American Indian.

A Prepaid Debit
Nightmare

Many of the most finan-
cially vulnerable turn to
quick-fix options like the
RushCard, which has been
in the news lately for all the
wrong reasons. Touted by
music and fashion mogul
Russell Simmons, it’s a pre-
paid debit card allowing its
customers to draw on their
paychecks two days early.
For this “privilege,” users
paid a $20 activation fee, a
$10 monthly usage fee and
up to $2.50 per transaction.
Just over a month ago,

RushCard users were frozen
out of their accounts, due to
what the company claimed
was a computer glitch, leav-
ing cardholders with no re-
course to get to their hard-
earned funds. They couldn’t

pay rent, buy groceries, fill
prescriptions or put gas in
their cars.
At latest word, Simmons

does seem to have stepped
up, accepted responsibility
for the product which bears
his name and set up a multi-
million dollar fund to rectify
the situation. But even this
solution comes too late to
help RushCard customers
who have now missed pay-
ments on the most common
of recurring expenses.

Long-Term Behavioral
Changes

The prepaid credit card in-
dustry thrives today simply
because some of our most
economically vulnerable
don’t have enough financial
literacy education. We, as
consumers and entire com-
munities, need to change
that. There are clear alterna-
tives to relying on prepaid
debit cards, such as enrolling
as a member of a smaller
community bank or credit
union. Secure debit card so-
lutions, where users place a
set amount of money in a le-
gitimate account, offer con-
sumers reliable access to
guaranteed funds. Lastly,
consumers should find a
way to set up even the small-
est of emergency or rainy

day funds.
A Solution That
“AIMs” to Help

As the CEO of Transfor-
mance, Inc., we’ve partnered
with the nonprofit organiza-
tion Resource One Credit
Union to set up the Account-
able-Inspirational-Motiva-
tional (A.I.M.) program,
which provides consumers
with Individual Develop-
ment Accounts (IDAs). For
every dollar you deposit in
your IDA, another dollar
will be matched (up to
$25/month). If you save at
least $25 per month, with
your $25 match, you will
have $600 in emergency
savings after 12 months.
A.I.M. is the ideal type of
program to establish or give
a boost to your current sav-
ings account.
You’re eligible for A.I.M.

if you live in Dallas, Collin
or southern Denton and
Rockwall counties and your
household resides in a geo-
graphic area that earns 80
percent or less of the area
median income as defined
by section 8.

Let’s Solve Our
Problems Together

It is the lack of financial
literacy that leads consumers
to turn to underbanked solu-

tions. This lack of education
typically manifests itself into
cycles of poor borrowing
and spending habits that can
lead to a higher debt load,
depletion of savings, lower
credit scores and continued
dependence on social serv-
ices. We invite you to come
talk with us at Transfor-
mance. We have tools and
professional counseling de-
signed to cover all areas of
consumer credit, including
debt management, budget
and credit counseling, stu-
dent loans, bankruptcy,
housing and even retirement.
Nobody, least of all me,

likes to see our most vulner-
able community members
scrambling to pay for goods
and services most others
take for granted. And sad
tales like what happened to
users of the RushCard pre-
paid debit product are unfor-
tunately all too common.
Let’s work to change that by
establishing financially sta-
ble individuals and commu-
nities for the purpose of
transforming our lives for
the better.
Ken Goodgames is the

CEO of Dallas-based Trans-
formance, Inc., formerly
Consumer Credit Counsel-
ing of Greater Dallas.

ronment incensed with
chaos on such higher educa-
tion campuses as these.
For this very reason, we

should be proud of the stu-
dents who stood together
and raised their voices to
make changes at the Uni-
versity of Missouri. Remov-
ing the president was the
first step in their successful
protests. However, they are
still fighting for diversity,
respect and equality for all
students. And their commit-
ment to stand together to
form change to benefit them
and future students is self-
less, and we should pause to
recognize this marked mo-
ment in history.
We  a r e  w i t n e s s i n g

strength and courage in the
midst of social change. Our
youth are standing and stat-
ing that they will not go
through another generation

of being crippled or tripped
up by white privilege. They
are saying our lives matter
and our futures matter. And
there is no truer statement
than which they are stand-
ing on.
However, as a commu-

nity and parents, we have a
role in supporting our stu-
dents. We must, unequivo-
cally, ensure our students
safety and encourage them,
regardless of which univer-
sity or college they may at-
tend across this country, to
continue to stand and raise
their voices on issues which
affect their well being and
their future. When visiting
our students’ campuses,
audit their classrooms, meet
with their faculty, and be
present in their environment
in which we entrust our stu-
dents’ daily lives. Help
them to transition into their

adulthood knowing that we,
as a community and par-
ents, have their backs and
are willing to stand with
them.
Again, it’s very shameful,

as a free American society,
that some of us still have to
fight for our birthright of
equality. But, it’s very en-
couraging to know that we
are still willing to fight.
Even more encouraging,
knowing that there is a gen-
eration who is willing to
stand up and say enough, no
more!
Let’s not allow them to

stand alone. Our future de-
pends on what we are will-
ing to do now, in the midst
of this social change. Let’s
not send our children to col-
lege and turn a blind eye to
the issues they face (and
many of them are standing
face to face with racism for
the first time). Institutional-
ized racism shouldn’t be a

part of their curriculum.
Neither, should our lack of
support for them be a lesson
they have to endure.
While this unrest has not

come to the local colleges
and universities in the Dal-
las/Fort Worth community
we should not assume
things are peaches and
cream for minority students
at the local students. How
will we as a community get
involved to learn and help
our kids facing racism be-
fore it boils over?
Thank you, radical stu-

dents across this country,
for your willingness, desire
and perseverance in stand-
ing and using your voices
for the benefit of a better so-
ciety for every American.
We are proud that you are
our future leaders, and we
are honored to stand with
you in the midst of social
change.
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A sad and cautionary tale on prepaid debit cards



African Americans with
major depressive symptoms
– perceived stress, neuroti-
cism, life dissatisfaction –
had almost twice the in-
creased risk of stroke and
coronary heart disease, ac-
cording to new research in
the American Heart Associa-
tion’s journal Circulation:
Quality and Outcomes.
While depression is rec-

ognized as a consequence of
stroke and coronary heart
disease, a common term for
the buildup of plaque in the
heart’s arteries that could
lead to heart attack, most
studies have been conducted
in white populations.
In this study, researchers

used data from the Jackson
Heart Study, a community-
based study of African
Americans in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, that probed risk fac-

tors for heart disease. This
analysis included 3,309 par-
ticipants, ages 21 to 94, who
completed at least 16 of 20
questions used to screen for
depression. Those with a
history of stroke or heart dis-
ease were excluded.
Of the 3,178 in the final

analysis, over 22 percent had
depressive symptoms at the
start of the study. Those peo-

ple also suffered from more
chronic conditions, exer-
cised less and garnered
lower wages. They were
more likely to be women, to
be smokers and to have a
higher body mass index.
“African Americans have

higher rates of severe de-
pression yet lower rates of
treatment compared with
white populations,” said

Emily O’Brien, Ph.D., lead
researcher and medical in-
structor at the Clinical Re-
search Institute at Duke Uni-
versity in Durham, North
Carolina. “We need better
communication between
providers and patients to
support early screening and
shared-decision making to
reduce the rate of depression
in this population.”
Annual telephone inter-

views with patients were
conducted to determine the
development of strokes or
coronary heart disease as
well as a review of hospital
records and death certifi-
cates. All stroke or coronary
heart disease events that
took place over a 10-year
period from the start of the
study were included. They
found:
Increased risk of stroke

for those with depressive
symptoms (3.7%) compared
with those with no depres-
sive symptoms (2.6%)
Increased risk of coronary

heart disease for those with
depress ive  symptoms
(5.6%) compared with those
without depressive symp-
toms (3.6%)
After adjusting for behav-

ioral risk factors, antidepres-
sant use and coping strate-
gies, those with major de-
pressive symptoms had
twice the increased risk of
stroke compared to those

with no depressive symp-
toms. A similar association
observed for coronary heart
disease was not significant
after adjusting for coping
strategies.
“The need for greater un-

derstanding of associations
between depressive symp-
toms and cardiovascular
outcomes in African Amer-
icans is particularly impor-
tant in light of reported
racial disparities in disease
severity, timely diagnosis,
and use of drug therapy,”
O’Brien said.
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Diabetes continues to be
a major health issue in the
United States. It is the sev-
enth leading cause of death
in the country and each year
accounts for more than
$245 billion in costs. The
American Diabetes Associ-
ation reports more than 29
million Americans, about
one in 10 persons, has dia-
betes. The number of Tex-
ans with diabetes is ex-

pected to quadruple by
2040, with a disproportion-
ately higher percentage in
the Dallas County region.  
With November desig-

nated as American Diabetes
Awareness Month, Parkland
Health & Hospital System
is presenting a Diabetes
Awareness Day from 10
a.m. until 2 p.m., Thursday,
Nov. 19 at the Bluitt-Flow-
ers Health Center, 303 E.

Overton Road, Dallas,
75216. Bluitt-Flowers is
one of Parkland’s 12 Com-
munity Oriented Primary
Care health centers located
throughout Dallas County.
During the Bluitt-Flowers

Diabetes Awareness Day,
which is open to the public
at no cost, Parkland nurses,
pharmacists, dietitians and
others will provide vital in-
formation about diabetes

through a series of educa-
tional stations that include
discussions on how to live a
healthy life with diabetes
and prevention.
The prevalence of dia-

betes among adults in Texas
is about 9.7 percent, while
in Dallas County it stands at
11.4 percent, with the
African-American and His-
panic communities espe-
cially hit hard. Diabetes is a

major contributor to the
leading cause of deaths in
Dallas County, namely car-
diovascular disease.
Health officials stress that

education about diabetes is
crucial. Currently, there are
almost 90 million Ameri-
cans who have prediabetes,
a condition in which sugar
levels are not high enough
to be classified as diabetes,
but are elevated above nor-

mal levels. People with pre-
diabetes have a 50 percent
chance of developing type 2
diabetes if they don’t make
s i g n i f i c a n t  l i f e s t y l e
changes, such as diet and
physical activity.
For more information

about the Bluitt-Flowers
Diabetes Awareness Day,
please contact Sharon Cox
at 214.266.4257 or email
sharon.cox@phhs.org .

Parkland offers Diabetes Awareness Day on Nov. 19

AUSTIN ⎯ The Texas
Workforce Commission
(TWC) will hold public
hearings at three locations
throughout the state to give
the public an opportunity to
provide feedback on the ad-
ministration of the state’s
subsidized child care pro-
gram and the draft Child
Care and Development
Fund (CCDF) 2016-2018
State Plan. TWC welcomes
input on all aspects of the
state’s subsidized child care
system including: 
• the delivery of subsi-

dized child care services 
• alignment of early edu-

cation programs 
• quality initiatives and

standards, including Texas
Rising Star 

• other topics central to
early childhood education 
View TWC’s CCDF 2016

– 2018 State Plan no posted
on the TWC Commission
Rules Web page. 
Written comments may

be submitted by no later
than 5 p.m. on Wednesday,
Dec. 23, 2015 and may be: 
• emailed to TWCPolicy-

Comments@twc.state.tx.us 
• faxed to 512-475-3577 
• mailed to TWC Policy

Comments, Workforce Pro-
grams Policy, 101 E. 15th
St., Rm 440T, Austin, Texas
78778 

Dec. 3, 2015
(Thursday) 

• McAllen 1 pm – 3 pm
Workforce Corporate Office 
3101 W Business 83 

Mesquite Room 
McAllen, Texas 78501 

Dec. 8, 2015
(Tuesday)

• Austin 10 am – 12 pm
Texas Workforce Commis-
sion Main Building 
101 E. 15th St. 
Room 244 
Austin, Texas 78778-

0001 
Dec. 16, 2015
(Wednesday) 

• Dallas 1 pm – 3 pm
Southwest Workforce Cen-
ter 
7330 S. Westmoreland,

Suite 200 
Classroom N 
Dallas, TX 75237 
People with disabilities

who plan to attend the hear-
ings and may need auxiliary

aids, services or special ac-
commodations should con-
tact Kim Bergmann at 512-
463-7903 at least two work-
ing days prior to the meet-
ing. 
The Texas Workforce

Commission is a state
agency dedicated to help-
ing Texas employers,
workers and communities
prosper economically. For
details on TWC and the
services it offers in coordi-
nation with its network of
local workforce develop-
ment boards, call 512-463-
8942 or visit www.texas-
workforce.org. To receive
notifications about TWC
programs and services
subscribe to our email up-
dates. 

Texas Workforce Commission to hold public
hearings on the Subsidized Child Care Program 

Depressed African Americans more likely to suffer heart attack or stroke
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United States Army Air
Forces. When the pilots of
the 332nd Fighter Group
put red paint on the tails of
their P-47s and later, P-51s,
the nickname Red Tails was
coined.  
But despite their superior

military abilities, they were
still subjected to the South’s
racially segregationist Jim
Crow laws. 
According to Wayne R.

Lusardi, a marine archeolo-
gist for the state of Michi-
gan and the archeological
mission’s principal investi-
gator, the region played a
p i v o t a l  r o l e  f o r  t h e
Tuskegee Airmen. 
“During the middle years

of World War II, Michigan
wa s  h ome  t o  s e v e r a l
African-American air com-
bat units including many
graduates of the Tuskegee
pilot training program,”
Lusardi wrote in an internal
state report about the arche-
ological mission and the
rich history behind it. 
“While US Navy aviators

w e r e  q u a l i f y i n g  o n
makeshift aircraft carriers in
Lake Michigan, far from the
perils of the European and
Pacific theaters, Army Air
Force pilots were likewise
simulating aerial combat
and bombing exercises over
Lake Huron,” he wrote. 
The African-American

d i v e r s  who  s u r v e y e d
Moody’s plane said their
experience was emotionally
— and historically — re-
warding. 
“The Tuskegee Airmen

pilots were one of my inspi-
rations for becoming an
electrical engineer,” said

Jay Haigler, a scuba diver
f rom Washington  who
helped examine Moody’s
airplane.  “These brave
men ba t t led  through
rac ism whi le  learn ing
technical skills such as
aeronautics and aerial com-
bat fighting.
”He said the team located

the plane’s wing— which
was intact — and then re-
moved seven decades worth
of debris from it.  
“It was amazing to see

the wing of the plane once
it was cleaned,” Haigler
said. “The star insignia (for
the US Army Air Force
Planes) could be seen on the
tip of one of the wings. This
was amazing to see this
image. My heart was filled
with emotion, my eyes
filled with tears. This image
was bringing Officer Frank
Moody to life.”
Haigler also said mem-

bers of the team found an
intact cockpit window. 
“The last person who

probably looked through
this glass,” Haigler said,
“w a s  O f f i c e r  F r a n k
Moody.”
Moody was born in Cas-

tle, Oklahoma, on Dec. 18,
1921, according to histori-
ans. He entered the United
States Army and graduated
from Tuskegee University
on Feb. 8, 1944 with the
rank of 2nd Lieutenant. 
Moody’s fighter craft was

part of a four-plane flight
that had taken off from Sel-
fridge Field, an aviation-
training facility near Mount
C l em e n s ,  M i c h i g a n ,
Lusardi said. 
Military investigators

concluded that Moody’s
formation had been flying
low, approximately 50 feet
to 100 feet above the water,
Lusardi said. They were
lined up abreast with the
flight leader slightly ahead
when the accident occurred.
Lt. Moody had just fired
two bursts into the water
when small pieces of debris
were seen coming from the
front right side of his plane.
Lt. Moody’s fighter gave
off a trail of black smoke,
raised its nose slightly and
then cart-wheeled into the
lake. 
The plane wreck is situ-

ated in 30 feet of water,
where visibility during the
mission ranged from two
feet to 25 feet, Lusardi said.
The water temperature, he
said, was about 70 degrees.
Currents were not a prob-
lem during the archeologi-
cal excursion, Lusardi said,
adding that underwater con-
ditions were good for scien-
tif ically examining the
wreck. 
“This is a fascinating

piece of history that few
people know about,”he
said. 
Lusardi said since Moody

was flying a military air-
craft, the wreck is protected
by federal and state legisla-

tion. 
“We are not allowed to

disturb or recover artifacts
without permits,” he said. “I
am making a recommenda-
tion to recover some se-
lected artifacts, but not the
entire aircraft.” Lusardi said
that it would be expensive
to remove the complete air-
plane.  
The team that worked

with Lusardi also included
members from the Diving
With a Purpose (DWP)
Maritime Archaeology Pro-

gram and the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA). 
The DWP program con-

sists mainly of members
from the National Associa-
tion of Black Scuba Divers
(NABS).  The program
started as a partnership with
the National Park Service to
help document historic
shipwrecks in Florida’s Bis-
cayne National Park and to
teach divers the basic tech-
niques of underwater arche-
ology. 
The only woman on the

Tuskegee Airman mission
this summer, U.S. Air Force
veteran Melody Garrett,
said that when she first
learned about this project,
her first thought was how
exciting it would be to reach
back and actually touch a
piece of history.   
“Learn ing  about  the

background of the individ-
ual pilots who crashed into

the Great Lakes made me
feel more proud of my her-
itage as an African-Ameri-
can,” said Garrett, an anes-
thesiologist and graduate of
Morgan State University.
“These pilots were scholars

with degrees from some of
our country’s finest colleges
and universities,” she said.
“They were only limited, in
some instances, by their color.
But they were strong and
courageous. I left Lake Huron
with a commitment to help
tell their story — who they
were and what they did from
our perspective. We must tell
our own history.
”When the five-day mis-

sion ended, Denson brought a
wreath aboard the dive boat
and asked his fellow scuba
divers to say a few words to
commemorate the Tuskegee
Airmen. 
“They were heroes,” Den-

son said, “true American he-
roes.”
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DIVERS, continued from Page 1

As the world reverberates
from the latest terror at-
tacks, on Nov. 27, from
nine global hot zones,
refugees in Dallas will
gather not in hiding, at bor-
der crossings, on boats or in
camps but at a Thanksgiv-
ing meal—for many of
them their very first.
“By definition, refugees

have feared for their lives
and escaped their home
countries. The U.N. and our

State Department both vet
their stories,” Samira Page,
founder and head of Gate-
way of Grace, explains.
Page, a seminary graduate,
and a Muslim-background
Christian, is completing her
doctorate  in  Missional
Studies. Only four years
old, Gateway is the largest
refugee outreach in North
Texas; Page, originally
from Iran, gained political
asylum in the U.S. in the

early 2000s.
In 2014, of the 70,000

refugees arriving in the
U.S. (Germany received
200,000), Texas received
11,000. With help and re-
sources from churches and
volunteers across the city,
Gateway currently serves
hundreds of refugees. 
On Thanksgiving Day at

S t .  J o h n ’s  E p i s c o p a l
Church, from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m., some 250 refugees

and Gateway volunteers
will experience the Ameri-
can tradition since the
1600s of sharing bounty
with people who lost every-
thing to build a new life.
“ M o s t  o f  o u r

I raqi /Afghan refugees
served alongside U.S. mili-
tary and faced retribution
after troop withdrawal,”
Page said of the refugees’

War and Peas: Refugees: Refugees in Dallas gather for Thanksgiving

See WAR, Page 5
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When the slide declaring
Harry Stone Montessori and
IB World School as a Na-
tional Blue Ribbon School
appeared on the screen, the
6th-8th graders in the audi-
torium erupted in cheers and
applause.
Meanwhile, teachers and

students over at Trinidad
“Trini” Garza Early College
High School at Mountain
View College celebrated
their school’s Blue Ribbon
status by dancing with the
school’s mascot and waving
pom poms in the air.
The festivities were well-

deserved: by being named
2015 National Blue Ribbon
Schools, Harry Stone and
Garza ECHS earn one of the
most prestigious recogni-
tions in education. The Na-
tional Blue Ribbon program
recognizes schools across
the nation for their academic
excellence or for making ex-
emplary progress in closing
the achievement gap.
“Dallas ISD continues to

work to raise the bar on stu-
dent achievement. Garza
ECHS and Harry Stone are
excellent examples of the
strides we are making, and
we’re very proud of them,”
said Superintendent Michael
Hinojosa. 
In a video statement, U.S.

Secretary of Education told
the 335 schools named 2015
National Blue Ribbon win-
ners that the honor recog-
nizes the students’ accom-
plishments and the hard
work and dedication that
went into their success.

“Your journey has taught
you collaboration, inten-
tional instruction, and strong
relationships in school and
with your community,” he
said. “You represent excel-
lence—in vision, in imple-
mentation, and in results—
and we want to learn as
much as we can from you.”

Celebration at Stone
Avery Rose, who has at-

tended Stone for nine years,
talked about what it means
to be a Blue Ribbon School
– the honor, prestige and
hard work to get there. He

said a blue ribbon evokes
thoughts of winners and
first place, but in his
school’s case, it also de-
notes a culture of excel-
lence.
“We’ve always known

great things were happening
at Stone,” Rose said. “Now
the world knows it, too.”
Current Principal Nichole

Brooks said today’s stu-
dents are part of a longer
history.
“What I want you to real-

ize is that Harry Stone has
such a rich legacy,” she
said.
Harrison Blair, from Con-

gresswoman Eddie Bernice
Johnson’s office, read a
recognition from the offi-

cial. Student performances
– from the orchestra, mixed
choir and a trio of piano
players – rounded out the
special celebration. Because
Stone serves grades kinder-

garten-8th, and the audito-
rium is too small to accom-
modate everyone, a second
event was conducted after-
ward for the younger stu-
dents.

Do something fun and
productive with your win-
ter break. Register now for
Collin College's Winter-
mester, an intensive mini-
semester during the tradi-
tional winter break of De-
cember and January.
All three of the college's

main campuses will host
Wintermester classes, Dec.
14-18, 21 and Jan. 4-8,
with a short break in the

middle - Dec. 22-Jan. 3 -
so students don't miss out
on any holiday fun.
Classes  include U.S.

h i s t o r y,  g o v e r nmen t ,
i n t r o  t o  h um a n i t i e s ,
g e n e r a l  p s y c h o l o g y
and many more.  Check
o u t  t h e  e - s c h e d u l e
(http://www.collin.edu/aca
demics/class_schedule.asp
x) for a full list of avail-
able courses and register

now before the classes you
want are filled. Payment is
due upon registration.
D i r e c t o r  o f  Adm i s -

s i o n s /R eg i s t r a r  Todd
Fields said the mini-se-
mester is beneficial to cur-
rent students who want to
get ahead in their Collin
College academic plan, as
well as for students who
have transferred out but

are coming home to visit
with family.
Not currently enrolled at

Collin College? Admis-
sion applications are avail-
able from the admissions
department. 
For more information,

visit www.collin.edu/get-
tingstarted/admissions; or
contact admissions@collin.edu.
Collin College serves

nearly 52,000 credit and
continuing education stu-
dents annually and offers
more than 100 degrees and
certificates in a wide range
of disciplines. 
The only public college

in the county, Collin Col-
lege is a partner to busi-
ness, government and in-
dustry, providing cus-
tomized training and work

force development. 
In addition, the college

operates the Collin Higher
Education Center, which
serves 3,200 additional
students each year in part-
nership with The Univer-
sity of Texas at Dallas,
Texas Woman's Univer-
sity, Texas A&M Com-
merce, Texas Tech and the
University of North Texas.
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WANTED 
OLD  JAPANESE
MOTORCYCLES 

KAWASAKI-- Z1-900(1972-75), 
KZ900, KZ1000(1976-1982), Z1R, 
KZ1000MK2(1979,80), W1-650, 

H1-500(1969-72), H2-750(1972-1975), 
S1-250, S2-350, S3-400, KH250, 
KH400, SUZUKI--GS400, GT380, 

HONDA--CB750K(1969-1976), 
CBX1000(1979,80)

$$ CASH $$
1-800-772-1142
1-310-721-0726 

usa@classicrunners.com

Registration now available for Collin College’s Wintermester

Two Dallas ISD schools net National Blue Ribbon honors

Orchestra students at Harry Stone play during a celebration where
the campus was named a 2015 National Blue Ribbon school. (Photo

Courtesy: Dallas ISD).

stories. “One family here
left their home with one
hour’s notice. From Africa,
they have fled civil war or
political terror. Most walk
for months to reach a camp.
From Iran, Burma, Bhutan,
Cuba . . . refugees want
freedom. Four families
from Columbia fled as
paramilitary groups tried to
oust the government.”
Gateway helps refugees

start over, many of them
survivors of severe trauma,
with donated furniture,

pocket money, groceries,
baby showers, job assis-
tance, language lessons,
and more. Most important,
perhaps, Gateway trains
volunteers and churches to
adopt refugee families, the
point where friendships
form and assimilation be-
gins.
“Christ said, ‘I was a

stranger and you took me
in,” said Page, as Gateway
partners with churches
large and small across the
city.  “Churches know the

opportunity and the value.
We take care to give no
extra burden to the mis-
sions minister or pastor,
just broader reach in
Christ’s name,” she said.
“The work is amazing.”

WAR, continued from Page 5
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McKINNEY – The
Coast2Coast Rx Card pro-
gram has saved Collin resi-
dents $4,683,721.88 dollars
since the launch of the
Coast2Coast Rx Card dis-
count prescription program.
The Collin County Com-
missioners Court endorses
the program.
The complimentary dis-

count prescription card pro-
gram provides residents and
their families with a number
of benefits that produce im-
mediate discounts on pre-
scriptions as well as dental,
vision, veterinary and hear-
ing services. The discount
card also offers discounts
on various lab and imaging
services; diabetes supplies
and equipment as well as
pet prescriptions. Not only
does the Coast2Coast Rx

program facilitate discounts
on healthcare resources for
Collin County residents and
their families -- the program
provides a royalty of $1.25
per prescription for Collin
County public programs.
Anyone in Texas can down-
load a card of their county
or any nearby county to use
the card at all chain phar-

macies and many independ-
ent pharmacies. Residents
who would like to partici-
pate in the free Coast2Coas-
tRx prescription savings
program can print a card
here: Collin County
“With healthcare costs on

the rise, prescription drug
discounts will help ease
some of the financial bur-

dens individuals and fami-
lies are facing at a time
when they need it the
most,” said County Judge
Keith Self. “ There are no
eligibility requirements, so
the Rx card is expected to
have a sizeable impact on
uninsured residents, resi-
dents facing high insurance
deductibles and allows sav-
ings for persons in need of
prescriptions not covered
by their current plans.”
Specifically, Collin County
residents have seen an aver-
age of 50 percent savings
on their prescriptions when
they present the card. There
are currently 14,663 utiliz-
ing members within the
county. Collin County has
saved residents $689,489.30
on their prescriptions this
year.

“We are pleased to work
with Collin County, which
prides itself on providing
programs that enrich the
lives of its residents, in as-
sisting its families with ben-
eficial discounts on health
related needs. It is of utmost
importance to the Collin
County Commissioners
Court and the Coast2Coast
Rx program to help those in
need of obtaining prescrip-
tions and other health care
related services,” said Mar-
tin Dettelbach, Chief Mar-
keting Officer of the
Coast2Coast Rx program.
He added, “ We look for-
ward to continuing and
growing our relationship
with Collin County and
maintaining savings on
health services for Collin
families.”

The Coast2Coast Rx
card allows all consumers,
regardless of income, age,
or health status to partici-
pate in the program and
save on the cost of their
medications. The program
has  saved cardholders
throughout the nation an
average of 65 percent in
2015 on the cost of pre-
scription drugs. The Rx
card is distributed free of
charge and may be used at
all pharmacy chains and
most independent pharma-
cies in Texas and includes
over 60,000 drugs in its
formulary.  Anyone  in
Texas can download a card
of their county or any
nearby county to use the
card at all chain pharma-
cies and many independent
pharmacies.

Collin County celebrates over $4.5 million in savings on prescriptions

On Saturday, February 20,
2016, Family Promise of Irv-
ing will host its fourth annual
gala fundraiser.This ticketed
event, attracting hundreds of
Irving-area residents, offers a
variety of sponsorship op-
portunities for area busi-
nesses to demonstrate sup-
port for the community. The
2016 event will take place at
the Las Colinas Country
Club in Irving, Texas, and
this year’s honorary chair is
Gloria Campos, retired
WFAA television news an-
chor.
Family Promise of Irving

provides food and shelter for
homeless families with chil-
dren and helps them return to
self-sufficiency as they
search for new jobs, undergo
job training and obtain per-
manent housing.
The 2016 Night of Prom-

ise Mardi Gras theme will be
complemented by a delicious
dinner and dancing to live,
big band music. The expan-
sive silent auction is a crowd
favorite, and a raffle drawing
adds to the evening’s excite-
ment.
Cash sponsorship levels

range from $250 – $5,000,
delivering exposure to a
broad audience representing

the local Irving community,
congregations from more
than a dozen area churches
and over 400 Family Prom-
ise volunteers.
Sponsorship packages

may include signage and
printed materials, electronic
media, reserved seating tick-
ets and other means of par-
ticipation. To receive a spon-
sorship package or more in-
formation, visit http://fami-
lypromiseirving.org/home/ni
ght-of-promise/nop16-spon-
sors/ or contact vp@fami-
lypromiseirving.org or call
(972) 313-1500.
Family Promise of Irving

is a faith-based, non-profit
ministry that supports fami-
lies with children who are
experiencing homelessness
as they search for new jobs,
undergo job training, and ob-
tain permanent housing. The
ministry is affiliated with the
nationwide Family Promise
which began in New Jersey
in 1986. More than 75% of
the families who complete
the program have secured
permanent housing. Its mis-
sion is to provide a safe en-
vironment in which families
can stay together and get the
assistance they need to return
to self-sufficiency.

Family Promise of Irving
announces 2016 Night of
Promise, calls for sponsors

The Texas State Library
and Archives Commission
will present a $10,000
check to Plano Public Li-
brary System (PPLS) at 11
A.M. on Wednesday, No-
vember 18 at Haggard Li-
brary.
The grant will be used to

purchase MacBooks which
will support existing digital

literacy and STEAM (sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing, arts, and math) initia-
tives at the five Plano li-
braries. Additional commu-
nity outreach programs are
planned pairing the Mac-
Books with LEGO WeDo
and EV3 kits, MaKey-
MaKeys, littleBits, Pi-
coBoards, and digital cre-

ation software to spark in-
terest in STEAM related
learning opportunities.
This project is just one of

70 made possible this year
by a grant from the U.S. In-
stitute of Museum and Li-
brary Services to the Texas
State Library and Archives
Commission under the pro-
visions of the Library Serv-

ices and Technology Act.
“TSLAC is proud to

see funds from our fed-
eral grants put to use to
demonstrate the power of
local libraries to bring in-
novative services to com-
munities across the state
of Texas,” says TSLAC
Director and Librarian
Mark Smith.

Plano libraries to receive $10,000 grant
to buy computers for literacy, STEAM

In an effort to enhance
the lives of youth through-
out the Dallas Metroplex,
and just in time for the hol-
i d a y  s e a s o n ,  S t a c e y
Spencer, founder of Teen-
Tyme and national bullying
specialist, will team up
with Marcella Jones-Penn,
award-winning fashion de-
signer to create a fashion
show featuring teens on
Tuesday, November 24,
2015 at 3 p.m. The event is
focused to coach teens the
true meaning of self-es-
teem, self-image and suc-
cess.
The Youth Fashion Fren-

zie will be held Nov. 24,
2015 a t  3  p .m.  a t  the
R.A.T.S Studio (Valley
View Center), 13331 Pre-
ston Rd. in  Dallas.
The program, “Just Teens

TV,” is a popular news, in-
formation and educational
show that empowers youth
by showcasing their talents
and providing a forum to
discuss issues and current
events that are important to
them. This season, “Just
Teens TV” will feature an
in-depth interview with
Teresa  Scanlan ,  Miss
Ame r i c a  2 0 11  —  t h e
youngest woman to wear
the crown in more than 70
years and the first Miss Ne-
braska to become Miss
America.  
“With so much violence,

negative messages and bad
behavior being shown on
television these days, we’re
thrilled to provide a posi-
tive alternative to young
people who don’t engage in
destructive behavior and

hope by doing so, we reach
teens who will reconsider
their attitude and reject
negative influences,” said
Spencer.  “Our entire team
is honored to serve all
youth by providing positive
t e l e v i s i o n  p r o g r am s
through the wonderful ve-
hicle of broadcast media.”
Teen Tyme Productions,

Inc. aims to reduce juvenile
delinquency through effec-
tive prevention, interven-
tion and positive television
programming. Teen Tyme’s
successful media initiative,
“Just Teens”, focuses on
timely issues such as bully-
ing, alternatives to zero tol-
erance, disproportionate
minority contacts in order
to educate and empower
youth about the importance
of staying in school.

“Just Teens TV” is cur-
rently seen in its home
market of Tampa Bay
Florida, the 13th largest
media market in the coun-
try. WPDS-TV is streamed
live online at: wpds.tv, then
it is rebroadcast in the
Tampa Bay area on: Chan-
nel 14, Bright House cable
channel  614,  Knology
cable channel 2, and Veri-
zon cable channel 46,
reaching more than 7 mil-
lion homes. 
In addition, our program

has been featured on TCT
Worldwide Christian Satel-
lite in 36 million homes,
and now in the UK via
LoveWorld TV in more
than 40 million homes. For
more information, email
teentyme@aol.com, call
502-435-4428 or  vis i t
www.teentyme.com. 

TeenTyme to host youth fashion show at Valley View
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GARLAND
Christmas on the

Square
Deck the halls and get

ready, Santa is coming to
town on Dec. 3, from 5:30
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. on the
Garland Downtown Square
- 150 N Sixth St.
Santa and special guests

will light the enormous tree
that adorns the Square in
Downtown Garland.
Garland will hold its an-

nual Christmas on the
Square event and tree light-
ing ceremony on Thursday,
December 3, 2015. The fes-
tivities will include train
rides, snow tubing hills, pic-
tures with Santa, holiday
shopping and a live ice
carving demonstration.

Low cost pet
vaccinations

Keep your pet healthy for
the holidays! Garland Ani-
mal Services will host a
low-cost vaccination clinic
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, Nov. 21, at the Gar-
land Animal Shelter, 600

Tower St. The clinic will in-
clude vaccinations, de-
worming and microchip-
ping from $5-$10, including
discounted City registra-
tions ($5 for sterilized pets,
$15 for unsterilized pets).
Please note dogs must be on
a leash and cats must be in a
carrier. Find pricing and
available vaccines at Gar-
landAnimalServices.org.

IRVING
Celebrate the hol-
iday season with
the City of Irving
Parade, tree lighting, chili

cook-off and more family
fun awaits as the city begins
the countdown to Christmas
with the Dec. 5 Holiday Ex-
travaganza. 
Expect to see drummers

drumming, pipers piping,
lords a-leaping, ladies danc-
ing and much more as Irv-
ing’s Parks and Recreation
Department  br ings the
theme, “The Twelve Days
of Christmas,” to life at the
city’s annual
Holiday Parade at 4 p.m.

Dec. 5 in downtown Irving.

More than 60 parade entries
— from floats to bands to
community organizations
— have signed up to show-
case their holiday spirit as
they travel through down-
town Irving to the applause
and cheers of thousands
who will line the historic
downtown parade route.

Recreation Cen-
ters Collecting
Cans for Irving

Cares this month
Irving recreation centers

are doing their part to help
our community by collect-
ing canned food and pantry
items throughout Novem-
ber. The items will be do-
nated to Irving Cares, an
Irving-based nonprofit that
provides assistance to resi-
dents in need. 
Collection bins are lo-

cated near each recreation
center’s front office and
will be accessible to cus-
tomers during regular busi-
ness hours. 
For more information, go

online to IrvingCares.org
orcityofirving.org.

Blue Christmas
7th annual Chilli

Cook-off
The Blue Christmas Chili

Cook-Off returns as part of
the city’s Holiday Extra-
vanganza and will be held
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Dec.
5 at Heritage Park, 217
Main St. The multidimen-
sional event will feature
concession stands, disc
jockey, cake walk, vendors,
face painting, bounce
houses, pictures with Santa,
raffles, silent auction and
more.
In an effort to spread a

little holiday cheer, toys
will be collected at this
event and shared with local
families who are facing
economic challenges. Ac-
cordingly, cook-off contest-
ant entry fee is $20 for chili
or $10 for beans along with
an unwrapped toy. Bean en-
tries are due at noon and
chili entries are due at 1
p.m. Dec. 5. Professional
(e.g., Chili Appreciation

Society International mem-
bers) and amateur contest-
ants are welcome. Atten-
dees can sample chili fla-
vors by purchasing a tasting
cup at the event for $5.

MESQUITE
Christmas in the

Park
Christmas in the Park

will return to Westlake Park
(421 Gross Road) Thurs-
day, December 3 through
Saturday, December 5. 
The park is filled with a

festive spirit and twinkling
lights! Bring the whole
family for pictures and let-
ters to Santa, Mrs. Claus
story time and cookies, hot
cocoa, living manger, com-
munity yule log, bounce
houses, hay rides, petting
zoo, pony rides, crafts, con-
cessionaires and more.
New this year is pet pic-
tures with Santa on Satur-
day, December 5 from 3-5
p.m.
Christmas in the Park

hours are 6-9 p.m. on
Thursday, Dec. 3 and Fri-
day, Dec. 4, and 3-9 p.m. on

Saturday, Dec 5.
ROWLETT

Main Street Fest
and Holiday Pa-

rade
What better way to kick

off the holiday season than
with a fun filled night of
live music and a wide vari-
ety of activities that in-
clude photos with none
other than Santa ($5), let-
ter-writing to Santa, and
festival style foods, and
more? Come on out and
join your friends, family
and community for a night
full of fun that will also
feature a holiday parade
fo l lowed by  the  Tree
Lighting Ceremony! The
Parade will take place
f rom 3:00pm-4:00pm,
live music from 4:00pm-
6:00pm and the tree light-
ing ceremony and fire-
works will take place at
6:45pm!*Christmas in the
Park - 2015 
The event takes place at

Pecan Grove Park, 5300
Main Street in Rowlett on
Dec. 12, from 3 p.m. to 7
p.m.



The beloved sell-out hol-
iday spectacular is back!
Miracle on 34th Street
based on the Twentieth
Century Fox motion picture
with award-winning Dallas
actor Janelle Lutz playing
Doris and our favorite Santa,
Francis Fuselier playing Kris
Kringle will run Nov. 20 –
Dec. 20 in the Baker Theater
at DCTs Rosewood Center
for Family Arts. NDG read-
ers can win tickets to the
show on our Facebook
page!
Audiences were smitten

with DCTs jolly Kris Kringle
last season as he rescues a
single mother, Doris, and her
young daughter who have
given up on Christmas.
Janelle Lutz will bring her
highly-renowned talent to
DCT to play Doris. Lutz be-
lieves audiences love the
story of MIRACLE ON
34TH STREET saying,
It’s…it’s magic. Pure and
simple. This show is daz-
zling; the people, the set, the
lights, the joy that everyone
brings to the stage, its just
simply dazzling. I am just
excited to be in the show.  I
grew up watching the movie
of Miracle on 34th Street,
and now I’m in it?! Its crazy.
I feel very blessed to be part
of this cast.  My heart is very

full.
Dallas actor Francis Fuse-

lier reprises his role as Kris
Kringle. Director Robyn
Flatt says, ”Our Santa, as
performed by veteran actor
Frances Fuselier, is so gen-
uine, so charming and deliv-
ers authenticity with an un-
ending twinkle of the eye.
TheaterJones referred to
Fuselier as, One of the most
authentic looking and sound-
ing Santas to grace the stage.
This Kris Kringle is the real
deal.”
Fuselier speculates on the

overwhelmingly positive re-
sponse to last seasons pro-
duction saying, I think peo-
ple loved MIRACLE be-
cause a) it’s a good story and

lots of fun to watch with lots
of spectacle, singing and
dancing,  b) everyone loves
Santa Claus!  c) It’s a show
for the whole family and, d)
it’s the perfect feel good hol-
iday show. The thing that
amazed me most last year
was the love everyone in the
audience had for the charac-
ter of Kris Kringle.  It was
very humbling. I’m looking
forward to those experiences
again this year.
Fuselier went on to say

how MIRACLE ON 34TH
STREET had a profound ef-
fect on his life. The show
made me a better person be-
cause when you are expected
to BE someone like Santa,
you just can’t help trying

harder to fulfill those expec-
tations. I found myself look-
ing at the world with more
love and patience and it was
an unexpected and beautiful
thing that took me totally by
surprise!  Life is indeed,
strange, random and won-
derful! Theater CAN change
your outlook and your life.
Even the hardest hearts

will melt as the nostalgic
film classic comes to color-
ful life with holiday music,
humor and merry elves.
Enjoy festive opening ac-

tivities November 21 for
Miracle on 34th Street in-
cluding pre-show lobby ac-
tivities on opening night
such as live holiday music,
tasty treats and face-paint-
ing. For tickets or more in-
formation, visit dct.org or
contact the Box Office at
214-740-0051.

November 19 - December 2, 2015 | North Dallas Gazette | 9

Let NDG Entertainment be a part of your upcoming events! Contact jbrewer@northdallasgazette.com Entertainment

Do you have an upcoming event? Contact NDG Entertainment at jbrewer@northdallasgazette.com

NDG Entertainment Ticket Giveaway!!! Visit us on Facebook to win tickets to 
Dallas Children Theater's Christmas Shows! 

Enter to Win!
Ticket Giveaway

Fair Park is the place for
free family celebrations as
the Chris tmas season
kicks off from tree lighting
to Christmas music. The
festivities begin on Thurs-
day, Dec. 3 when the festi-
val begins at 6 p.m. enjoy
the holiday sights and
lights of the season
throughout Fair Park, fol-
lowed by the tree lighting
at 6:30 p.m. Then at 8 p.m.
e n j o y  t h e  s o u n d s  o f
Christmas at the Denise
Lee & Friends Christmas
show. 
During the evening vis-

itors can enjoy strolling
Victorian carolers, car-
riage and train rides. Of
course Jolly O' Saint Nick
will be happy to take pho-
tos with your children and

they can even pet Rudolph
and the crew in the rein-
deer petting area. Then the
night ends with a laser
light show. 
Then from Dec. 4-6 the

fun continues with many
o f  t h e  s am e  e v e n t s
throughout the park but
special features each day.
Friday, Dec. 4 from 3-9
p.m. enjoy the Holiday
Festival & Market where
you can get take care of
finding unique Christmas
items. The festival will in-
clude hayrides and a zi-
pline too! Saturday, Dec. 5
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. the
fun continues. Sunday
Dec. 6 the hours are Noon
to 5 p.m. 
For more info, call 214-

670-8400. 

Kick off holiday
season at Fair Park

Rediscover the Miracle on 34th Street at DCT

Photo by Karen Almond with Janelle Lutz and Francis Fuselier
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Entertainment Too! Let NDG Entertainment be a part of your upcoming events! Contact jbrewer@northdallasgazette.com

Do you have an upcoming event? Contact NDG Entertainment at jbrewer@northdallasgazette.com

NDG Entertainment Ticket Giveaway!!! Visit us on Facebook to win
tickets to Black Nativity @ The Bishop Arts Theatre Center. 

Enter to Win!
Ticket Giveaway

If you've seen Peter Pan
once, then you've probably
seen it a thousand times. But
J.M. Barrie's production of
Peter Pan 360 is an experi-
ence unlike none other. 
Attendees are immersed in

the story of Peter Pan as the
walks of the Threesixty The-
atre Tent, yes tent, are illumi-
nated with the various won-
derful backdrops to aide in
telling the story. Your eyes
will feast on every aspect of
the Peter Pan from the round
center stage to the high fly-
ing theatrics of the cast when
they fly through the air.
The audience is engaged

in the story during scenes
with Captain Hook and his
motley crew. This wonderful
production leaves your
mouth hanging on the floor
and you on the edge of your

seat rooting for Peter Pan and
the Lost Boys. 
The cast cohesiveness was

brilliantly displayed on the
stage and you feel in love
with each character, even
Captain James Hook. 
Tinkerbell was one of the

highlights of the night as she
adamantly rejected Peter's
and the Lost Boys' affection

for Wendy, who they consid-
ered to be a mother figure.
Peter Pan 360 was shown

in a tent, similar to what you
would be in for a circus, and
just as interactive. The tents
are the perfect incubator for
a sellout show, which hap-
pened opening night on Nov.
11, 2015. 
You have to go see this

production of Peter Pan and
now you have time because
the show has been extended
through Dec. 6. 
The performances during

the extension are Wed.
through Fri. at 7:30 p.m., Sat.
at 11:30 a.m., 3:30 p.m. and
7:30 p.m., and Sun. at 1:30
p.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Tickets for the additional

performances of Peter Pan
360 are on sale now. Adult
ticket prices range from $25
- $90, and are subject to
change. Children 12 and
under receive a discount of
$20 per ticket, applicable to
all levels except $25 and $35
tickets. Peter Pan 360 is rec-
ommended for children 5
years old and older. You can
purchase your tickets online
at PeterPan360.com or
www.attpac.org.

Peter Pan 360 soars at the AT&T PAC

If there is any Christ-
mas season event to not be
missed TeCo Theatrical
Productions, Inc.’s 10th
annual holiday tradition
with an abridged version
of Black Nativity by
Langston Hughes is one
of them! Last year, we
discovered what a delight-
ful show it is and look for-
ward to this year’s edition.
Keep your eye on on our
Facebook page for more
details on how to win tick-
ets to see the show! Or
leave a comment here
telling us why you should
win.
Black Nativity is sched-

uled for Dec. 10 – 20 at

the Bishop Arts Theatre
Center. The production
will feature a community
chorus made up of singers
throughout the Dallas/Ft.
Worth area directed by
Jiles King, Chief Execu-
tive Director for the Black
Academy of Arts and Let-
ters.
Black Nativity is a cele-

bration of the Christmas
story told through the lens
of the African diaspora.
The production will in-
clude poetry, contempo-
rary gospel music, chore-
ographed dance and
more—audiences are
guaranteed a big theatrical
experience.

Win tickets to Black
Nativity – a holiday

family tradition

11 a.m. to 5 p.m. with live
en t e r t a i nmen t ,  hea l t h
screenings and information,
college and career fair, fash-
ion show, children’s activi-
ties, vendors, food, fun and
more.

Proceeds from the 2016
Annual Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Parade & Celebra-
tion benefit the City of Dal-
las’ William Blair Jr. Park
and league.
For more information on

the 2016 Annual Dallas
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Parade & Celebrat ion,
sponsorship, parade entry
registration, volunteering,
and participating as a ven-
do r  o r  p e r f o rme r  f o r
t he  Ce l eb ra t i on ,  v i s i t
www.dallasmlk.com or
call 214-938-4211.

JOYNER, continued from Page 2

By Nina Garcia

The Brickhouse Lounge in
Desoto hosted a CD Album
release party and book sign-
ing for the legendary Mr.
Eddie Levert.
The Brickhouse Lounge

seemed to be almost at ca-
pacity on Monday night for
the Lead singer of the O’Jays
and Rock n Roll Hall of fame
inductee, Mr.  Eddie Levert.
The soulful crooning of

Mr. Levert permeated the
venue and had the crowd
fully engaged.   His unique
and raspy voice was mesmer-
izing.  Mr. Levert , although
in his 70’s, performed with
such tenacity that you could-
n’t resist but to be captivated. 

Most were moving and

groovin’ to familiar songs
such as, ‘For the Love of
Money’ and ‘She Used to be
My Girl’.  A couple of songs
from the O’Jays hit collec-
tion.
Also included was ‘Baby

Hold On To Me’ a song he
recorded with his son Gerald
and ‘Casanova’ from the
R&B group LeVert , formally
comprised of both his sons.

He did showcase some new
songs from his new CD
which were reminiscent of
that old school vibe from  the
80's.
Immediately after the

show, Mr. Levert proceeded
to the VIP room where he
had his book signing and had
merchandise available for
sale.  The majority of the at-
tendees of the show filled the
room ready to purchase
memorabilia and to take pic-
tures. 
Even after greeting a long

line of anxious fans, Mr. Lev-
ert  still seemed to possess
much spirit and energy.  Mr.
Levert  continues to remain a
great entertainer and gen-
uinely looks to please his
fans.

Eddie Levert hosts CD release
party at Brickhouse Lounge
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Market Place

Twelve local businesses
were recognized at this
year’s Richardson EDGE
awards luncheon for their
impact on the Richardson
community. This annual
event was held Thursday,
Nov. 12 at the Doubletree by
Hilton Hotel Dallas-Richard-
son in a 33-year tradition.
EDGE is the economic de-

velopment growth and ex-
pansion initiative of the
Richardson Economic De-
velopment  Par tnership
(REDP). Each year, REDP,
the Richardson Chamber of
Commerce and the Richard-
son Rotary Clubs recognize
Richardson companies and
organizations that have
achieved extraordinary suc-
cess and/or made a signifi-
cant investment in Richard-
son. The awards luncheon
event is held in conjunction
with the three Rotary clubs
of Richardson: Richardson
Rotary, Richardson Central
and Richardson East.
“EDGE is an acronym for

Economic Development,
Growth & Expansion,” said

Chamber President and CEO
Bill Sproull. “The Richard-
son Chamber of Commerce
and the City of Richardson
have been recognizing com-
panies with EDGE awards
for more than 30 years as a
way of thanking them for
their contributions to the
local economy. When com-
panies make an investment
in our community, and they
are successful, we all benefit.
We want these businesses to
know how much we appreci-

ate the impact they have on
our city.”
Among the winners an-

nounced were;
Public/Non-Profit/Edu-

cational Award: Richland
College
For more than 40 years,

Richland College has fo-
cused on teaching, learning
and building community.
Richland helps students
build their futures through
courses that can be applied to
the first two years of a bac-

calaureate  degree.  The
school also offers one- and
two-year certificates in a
number of career fields, as
well as training in the latest
technology for students who
want to advance in their cur-
rent careers. In 2014, Rich-
land College received a
$450,000 Texas Skills De-
velopment Fund grant to
train more than 200 employ-
ees of Associa, which had es-
tab l i shed  an  off ice  in
Richardson at that time (now
with 400+ employees).
Among its achievements,
Richland has been recog-
nized by the White House
and the Department of Com-
merce as the only commu-
nity college to ever receive
the Malcolm Baldrige Na-
tional Quality Award.

Redevelopment Award
(New Award for 2015):
TNT Dental
TNT Dental was the first

company to focus exclu-
sively on websites for den-
tists. Founded in 2000, TNT
was making custom websites
for dentists before it was

cool. In fact, this is the rea-
son TNT even exists. At the
time, the founders of TNT,
Tim and Tim, were working
at the same dental laboratory
and were tasked with finding
a company that could de-
velop a website for their
business. They soon realized
that nobody understood den-
tistry and technology the
way they did. TNT was
launched in 2000 and re-
mains the only company fo-
cused exclusively on helping
dentists grow their practices
via the Internet. In 2014,
TNT renovated the Richard-
son Post Office building at
Lockwood and Custer Roads
to use as it new headquarters.
The 10,000-square-foot
building was converted into
a highly efficient and mod-
ern office building to house
its current staff of 45 em-
ployees.

Richardson Loyalty
Award: Service King, Inc.
Service King is an indus-

try-leading operator of high
quality automotive collision
repair services. With 260 lo-

cations in 23 states, Service
King is one of the largest
multi-location collision re-
pair operators in the U.S. and
has been named by the Dal-
las and San Antonio Busi-
ness Journals as the No. 1
“Best Place to Work.” Serv-
ice King has been headquar-
tered in Richardson since
2001 and recently moved to
its new home at 2600 N Cen-
tral Expressway.

Environmental Award:
MetroPak, the Bag Source
F o u n d e d  i n  1 9 8 0 ,

Metropak manufactures
paper, plastic and reuseable
bags. They are the bag man-
ufacturer for distributors who
want to buy from the easiest
and most reliable bag source.
Metropak is the highest rated
bag manufacturer in the in-
dustry (5-star rating with
ASI), with eight accolades
i nc lud ing  t h e  Go lden
Achievement Award from
Promotional Products Asso-
c ia t ion  In te rna t iona l .
Richardson is proud to be the
home of this environmen-
tally conscious company.

Richardson Chamber bestows Edge awards on Nov. 12

Santa Larry is
available for "All

Events."

Lease Santa’s
Sleigh!

Hourly, Daily or Weekly

2 Week Rental - $1,800.00
1 Week Rental - $1,200.00
1 Day  Rental  - $ 600.00 
4 Hour Rental  - $ 400.00
2 Hour Rental  - $ 200.00

Call
Santa Larry
469-671-4242 or

972-464-8110

Pictured is Chamber 2016 Chairman of the Board Ken Hutchenrider,
Mayor Paul Voelker, CEO Service King Chris Abraham, and Cham-
ber 2015 Chairman of the Board Charlie Chen (Image: Richardson

Chamber)
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Reader Advisory: the National Trade Association we belong to has purchased the following classifieds. Determining the value of their service or product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, some ad-
vertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should you
send any money in advance or give the client your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair company does business only over the
phone it is illegal to request any money before delivering its service. All funds are based in US dollars. 800 numbers may or may not reach Canada.

To advertise call 972-509-9049 Email (ad for quote) opportunity@northdallasgazette.com
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National and Local Classified Advertising Network

Career Opportunity College Educated Readers read the NDG. Contact Nina Garcia at 972-509-9049 for Career Opportunity Advertising

Adoption
ADOPTION - A Loving
Choice for an Unplanned
Pregnancy.  Call Andrea
1-866-236-7638  (24/7)
for adoption informa-
tion/profiles, or view our
loving couples at
WWW.ANAAdoptions.co
m.  Financial Assistance
Provided  

Autos Wanted
A-1 DONATE YOUR
CAR FOR BREAST
CANCER!  Help United
Breast Foundation edu-

cation, prevention, &
support programs.
FAST FREE PICKUP -
24 HR RESPONSE -
TAX DEDUCTION  855-
403-0213

Health & Fitness
VIAGRA 100MG and
CIALIS 20mg! 50 Pills
$99.00 FREE Shipping!
100 percent guaranteed.
CALL NOW! 1-866-312-
6061

Viagra!!   52 Pills for
Only $99.00!   Your

#1 trusted provider
for 10 years.    Call
1-888-797-9024  

Miscellaneous
AVIATION Grads work
with JetBlue, Boeing,
Delta and others- start
here with hands on
training for FAA certifi-
cation. Financial aid if
qualified. Call Aviation
Institute of Maintenance
866-453-6204  

Make a Connection.
Real People, Flirty

Chat. Meet singles right
now!   Call LiveLinks.
Try it FREE. Call NOW:
1-888-909-9905 18+.

DISH TV Starting at
$19.99/month (for 12
mos.) SAVE! Regular
Price $34.99 Ask About
FREE SAME DAY In-
stallation! CALL Now!
877-477-9659  

Wanted to Buy
CASH PAID- up to
$25/Box for unexpired,
sealed DIABETIC TEST

STRIPS. 1-DAYPAY-
MENT.1-800-371-1136

Wants to purchase min-
erals and other oil and
gas interests. Send de-
tails to P.O. Box 13557
Denver, Co. 80201

E X T R A  D I A B E T I C
TEST STRIPS? I Pay
Top Dollar! 1 Day Fast
Payment Guaranteed
Up To $60 Per Box!
F r e e  S h i p p i n g !
www.Cashnowoffer.com
or 888-210-5233. Get

Extra $10: Use Offer
Code: Cashnow!  

ADVERTISE to 10 Mil-
lion Homes across the
USA! Place your ad in
over 140 community
newspapers, with cir-
culation totaling over
1 0  m i l l i o n  h om e s .
Contact Independent
Free Papers of Amer-
ica IFPA at danielle-
burnett-ifpa@live.com
or visit our website
c adne t ad s . c om  f o r
more information.

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com

FREE
RENT

Same Day Move-In • GREAT Location!! (Dallas)
STOP PAYING SO MANY FEES! Our rent is FULL SERVICE. We pay for utilities – electricity,
heating, air conditioning, and janitorial services … it’s all included! No “Plus-E”– No “CAM.”NO
PERSONAL OR BUSINESS FINANCIAL HISTORY REQUIRED! GREAT DEALS ON ONE-
ROOM SUITES! --- STOP PAYING TOO MUCH RENT! (Just North of Downtown Dallas)

• Surveillance Camera • No Application or Application Fees 
• Five-Page lease - Short & Simple • Extremely Competitive Rates 

• Same-Day Move-In • Flexible Lease Terms 
• On-site Management, Maintenance, Leasing and Space Planning 

• Ample, Convenient Parking • No Credit Check
• Beautiful Glass & architecturally unique Building!

Rent Starting at $199 per month (9.99/sq.ft.)

Office / Medical Space 
1327 Empire Central (@ I-35 Stemmons Freeway)

Dallas, TX 75247
(972) 432-5219 

LET US HEAR FROM YOU!
Send stories and suggestions to editor@northdallasgazette.com

AUSTIN ⎯ Electrical
Contractor Consortium has
partnered with Brookhaven
College to provide cus-
tomized training for new
and incumbent employees
using a $973,756 Skills De-
velopment Fund grant from
the Texas Workforce Com-
mission (TWC). The con-
sortium consists of Able
Electric Service, Facility
Solutions Group, George
McKenna Electrical Con-
tractors, Intext Electrical
Contractors, JMEG and
Kevco Electrical Construc-
tion. This grant will benefit
workers in the Workforce
Solutions Greater Dallas
and North Central Texas
areas.
The employers in the

Electrical Contractor Con-
sortium provide electrical
testing, customer service
and warehouse operation.
The grant will be used to
custom train 438 new and
incumbent workers to pro-
vide them with technical
skills for apprentice, jour-
neyman and master electri-
cian. Upon completion of
training, the workers will
earn an average hourly
wage of $19.90.

Electrical Contractor Consortium partners with
Brookhaven for $973,756 job-training grant

Dr. Thom Chesney (Brookhaven College President), Mark Hayes (Vice Chan-
cellor Workforce and Economic Development) and Roy Bonds (Workforce
and Economic Development) gathered for the presentation of the ECC grant.



As droves of baby boomers
continue to enter retirement, a
startling finding was reported
this year: only 27 percent of
them are confident that they’ll
have enough money to last
through their retirement, ac-
cording to an Insured Retire-
ment Institute study.
About 36 percent said they

plan to retire at 70 or later, an
increase from 19 percent in
2011.
“As time marches on and

boomers have other financial
stressors, they’re realizing
that they need to really focus
on strategy, which for many
includes postponing retire-
ment,” says Joshua Mellberg,
founder of J.D. Mellberg Fi-
nancial.
If you are or like one of the

many baby boomers lacking
confidence in your retirement
plan, do not get lost right
away with complicated de-
tails; first, gain an overall per-
spective in what you expect
and want in your golden
years. 

Set clear objectives. What
are things that you need to do
during your retirement (i.e.:
maintain housing, pay utili-
ties, etc.)? What do you want
to be able to do during your
retirement? What expenses
other than the basics do you
want to know you’ll be able
to meet? A fun way to start
formulating goals is to con-
sider what you need in a pay-
check and what you want in a

“playcheck.” The paycheck is
for all of the necessities: bills,
food, etc. The playcheck is for
what you’d hoped for in re-
tirement: pursue hobbies, take
vacations or, perhaps, give to
charity.

Create your own income
stream, or “personal pen-
sion.” The sooner you ad-
dress your potential income
gaps and begin devising your
personal retirement income
strategy, the better off you’ll
be. Part of a personal pension
strategy could involve any-
thing from diversification of
fixed income or investment
vehicles to time-elapsed an-
nuity laddering, blending all
of those, or any number of
strategies.

Better maximize your So-
cial Security benefits.This is
another strategy for creating
that important personal pen-
sion. Currently, there are
more than 567 different ways
to claim your Social Security
benefits. That means the
room for maximizing what
you’ll receive is immense, but
also that it is a deep and com-
plex topic. While seeking
help from a professional, re-
member that there are so
many ways to maximize ben-
efits.

Ask yourself, “What will
common items cost in 15
years?”Consider inflation to
be the “invisible tax” that de-
mands accounting in your
planning. For example, if

you’d budgeted $10,000
worth of expenses in 2004, to
cover those same expenses in
2014, you would need
$12,569.24. If you don’t fac-
tor in this “tax” of time, the

differences in your budgeted
items start to add up!
Joshua Mellberg is an In-

vestment Advisory Represen-
tative and licensed insurance
agent.

Attention Suppliers of Goods,
Services and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
www.bidsync.com

www.garlandpurchasing.com

972-205-2415
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Office Administrative Support 
1) Process Weekly Invoices/New Ads and prepare for
mail out (Quick Book Software)
2) Enter names and email addresses e-delivery
spreadsheet (Google doc)
3) Prepare weekly Subscriptions for mailing
print whole page label for subcription mailing (when
needed)
4) Mail weekly invoices and tearsheets
5) Print invoices from Quickbooks
6) Pull tear sheets for weekly billing
7) Enter payments in Quick books
develop summary/notes on customers preferences in
receiving their bills/invoices
8) Print Affidavits (when required by customer)
9) Balance bank statement (P & L & Balance sheet)
10) Must have accounting degree or extensive knowl-
edge of accounting/
11) Prepare year-end docs for CPA

Collections:
1) Develop collection summary spreadsheet (google
document)
2) Update collection summary speadsheet weekly
(google document)
3) Make 30-day collection call
4) Mail out past due bills/invoices
5) Occasional meetings on status of accounts in col-
lections

Technical support and orientation:
-Access off-site
-Quickbooks off-site
-Voicemail  message system

Call 972-432-5219, or email your resume to:
inquiries1909@gmail.com

Schedule Negotiable: 4-10 hours weekly @
$10.00 to 13.00 hourly

HELP WANTED

Statewide African
American
Press\Association
is seeking a
statewide sales
representative.

The Texas Publish-
ers Association is
seeking a
statewide sales
representative to
represent the overall sales objective for the
organization. Individual must have a proven
sales track record with local and regional
sales strategies.

Also the individual must be:
• A self-starter
• Have excellent written and verbal commu-
nication skills
• A visionary
• Professional
• Have excellent organizational skills
Previous advertising agency and direct
sales experience a plus. Position is com-
mission based.

Serious inquiries only.
Please email resume to

inquiries1909@gmail.com or leave a mes-
sage for the position at 972-432-5219.

Collin College will pro-
vide job training for 192 new
and current workers in part-
nership with Jack Henry &
Associates and Emerson
Process Management Regu-
lator Technologies. The
training is made possible by
a $444,470 grant from the
Texas Workforce Commis-
sion (TWC) Skills Develop-
ment Fund.
“Through the training pro-

vided by Collin College,
these Texas employers will
be able to address identified
job-training needs while en-
hancing the professional
skills of their workers,” said
TWC Commissioner Repre-
senting Employers Ruth R.
Hughs.
The grant is expected to

provide information technol-
ogy-related training for 160

current workers and create
32 new jobs. Trainees will
include software engineers,
computer programmers, in-
dustrial engineers and proj-
ect managers.
“We are always honored

when companies choose
Collin College. We want to
be the provider of choice for

job skills training. Our train-
ing is top-notch and we will
have the chance to show that
in the next few months,”
said Natalie Greenwell, di-
rector of the Center for
Workforce and Economic
Development at Collin Col-
lege.
Jack Henry & Associates

employees will be allowed
time from their regular du-
ties to partake in more than
10,000 hours of training.
Emerson Process Manage-
ment Regulator Technolo-
gies employees will receive
training on the latest NX
draf t ing  sof tware  and
WebEx communications
software to improve client
relations worldwide.
“On-the-job training is

important, but it can’t re-
place education,” said Ann
Puddister, general manager
of human resources for Jack
Henry & Associates. “In our
business, which is technol-
ogy for financial institutions,
we have to stay ahead of the
curve. So, it is important that
we provide the education
that our employees need to
keep their certifications up.”

Ruth Hughs, Texas Workforce Commissioner representing Employers
signs the ceremonial check presented at Collin College on Nov.

17.(Photo by Nick Young / Collin College)

Collin College receives a $444,470 Grant from TWC

Separate your ‘paychecks’ from your ‘playchecks’



BETHEL BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP
CARROLLTON

November 22 & 29, 9:45 a.m.
You’re invited to our Sun-
day Morning “Prayer and
Meditation” followed by
Morning Worship Service at
10 a.m.  See what God is
doing through and with us;
you will be blessed.  Don’t
forget to come back at 5
p.m. for the Word of God in
Spanish at our Iglesia de
Cristo Services.

November 25, 7 p.m.
Join us in Wednesday’s
Prayer and Bible Study
Class with Senior Pastor Dr.
Woodson and/or Associate
Pastor Brenda Patterson
teaching on the subject of
Spiritual Warfare.  These
are cool Topics in Winter
months.  Learn what God
says about critical issues
and topics through the study
of His word. 

November 29, Noon Time
How do you study the
Bible?  Join us for a new
one hour only Bible Study;
Senior Pastor Woodson will
teach a series on “How to
Study the Bible God’s
way.”  Learn how to:  Know
Chr is t  and  make  Him
known; help know and
grow in God’s word; give
clarity and direction; help
worship and praise God;
help know and use God’s
word to lead others to
Christ; and to encourages
fellowship and build unity
within the church.  You
don’t want to miss this
Bible Study Group.

Dr. Terrance Woodson,
Senior Pastor
1944 E. Hebron Parkway
Carrollton, TX  75007
972-492-4300
www.bethelbiblefellow-
ship.org
______________________

BIBLE WAY
COMMUNITY

BAPTIST CHURCH

November 22 & 29, 7:35 a.m.
Join us this Sunday for our
Praise and Worship Serv-
ices and receive a blessing
from God.

November 25, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our
Wednesday Bible Study to
learn more about God’s
word and how it can lead

and guide you.

Dr. Timothy Wilbert, Pastor
4215 North Greenview Dr.
Irving, TX 75062
972-257-3766
www.biblewayirving.org
______________________

CHRIST COMMUNITY
CHURCH

IN RICHARDSON

November 22 & 29, 8:45 a.m.
and 11 a.m.

You’re invited to our Morn-
ing Services as we worship,
honor and praise God for
His blessings. 

November 25, 7 p.m.
Join us at 12 Noon with
Rev. Viveca Potter teaching
on the Word of God; come
back at 6:45 p.m. for Cor-
porate Prayer and stay for
Senior Pastor Autry at 7:30
p.m. teaching the Word of
God.  Our youth will come
for Food and Fellowship at
7 p.m. followed by Bible
Study at 7:30 p.m.

Dr. Terrence Autry,
Senior Pastor
701 Centennial
972-991-0200
Richardson, TX 75081
www.Chr i s t communi -
tyrichardson.org
______________________

FELLOWSHIP
CHRISTIAN

CENTER CHURCH IN
ALLEN

“The Ship”

November 22 & 29, 8 a.m.
Join us as we praise and
worship God in the Joycie
Turner Fellowship Hall,
200 West Belmont Drive in
Allen; followed by our
Worship Services at Bolin
Elementary School in Allen,
Texas 75002 and bring
someone with you; you will
be blessed.

November 22, 7 p.m.
Calling all youth! Every 4th
Sunday, we host Hype Sun-
day Worship at our Admin-
istration Building, 200 W.
Belmont Drive in Allen, TX
75013.  Don’t be guilty of
missing out on the wonder-
ful and exciting way we
worship God and thank
Him for His blessings.

November 25
You’re invited to our
Wednesday’s 12 Noon-Day
Live Prayer and Bible

Study and/or our Wednes-
day Night Live Prayer and
Bible Study at 7 p.m. to
learn more about God’s
Word at the Joycie Turner
Fellowship Hall, 200 West
Belmont Drive in Allen.  Be
encouraged by God’s plan
for your maturity and His
glory; and most of all, be
prepared to grow.

Dr.  W.  L. Stafford, Sr., Ed. D.
Senior Pastor
5705 Cheyenne Drive
at Bolin Elementary School
in Allen 75002 for Sunday
Morning Worship and the
Admin. Building Address
is 200 W. Belmont Drive

Allen, TX   75013
972-359-9956
www.theship3c.org
______________________

MT. OLIVE CHURCH
OF PLANO (MOCOP)

November 22 & 29, 10 a.m.
Join us for the conclusion of
our Vision Summit 2015
Sunday Worship Service as
we praise and worship God
for His Honor and His
glory.  Call the church for
details.

November 25, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our
Wednesday’s Bible Study
class; you will learn what
God has to say to us.  Come
to be encouraged by God’s
plan for your spiritual
growth and His glory.

Pastor Sam Fenceroy
Senior Pastor and
Pastor Gloria Fenceroy
300 Chisholm Place
Plano, TX  75075
972-633-5511
www.mocop.org
______________________

MT. PISGAH
MISSIONARY

BAPTIST CHURCH

November 22 & 29, 9:45 a.m.
You are welcome to join us
for our Sunday morning
worship service as we
praise and worship God.

November 23 & 30, 9 p.m.
Join us for our Intercessory
Prayer Ministry and our
Monday’s Conference calls.

R. W. Townsend, Senior Pastor
11611 Webb Chapel Road
Dallas, TX  75229
972-241-6151
www.dallasmtpisgah.org

NEW MOUNT ZION
BAPTIST CHURCH

November 22 & 29
You’re invited to join us for
Early Morning Services at
7:30 a.m., followed by Sun-
day School at 9 a.m. and
Morning Worship at 10:30
a.m.

November 25, 7 p.m.
Join us in Wednesday’s
Bible Study class; you will
learn what God has to say to
us for our growth.

Dr. Tommy L. Brown
Senior Pastor
9550 Shepherd Road
Dallas, Texas  75243
214-341-6459
www.nmzb.org
______________________

SHILOH MBC
IN PLANO

November 22 & 29, 8 a.m.
And/or 11 a.m.

Join us as we praise and
worship God in our worship
services. You will be blessed.

November 25, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our
Wednesday’s Bible Study to
learn more about God’s
Word.  Come and be en-
couraged by God’s plan for
your maturity and growth;
and, it’s all for His glory
and His honor.

December 13, 1:30 p.m.
Mark your calendar for our
Annual Christmas Banquet
being held at the Embassy
Suites Hotel in Frisco, TX.
Call the church for details.

Dr. Isaiah Joshua, Jr.
Senior Pastor
920 E. 14th Street
Plano, TX   75074
972-423-6695
www.smbcplano.org

THE INSPIRING BODY
OF CHRIST CHURCH

November 22 & 29, 7:30
and/or 11:30 a.m.

You’re invited this Sunday
as we praise, worship,
honor and magnify God’s
Holy name.

November 23 & 30, 7 p.m.
Join us in Monday School
as we learn what God has to
say to us.

November 26, 10 a.m.
Join us as we give thanks to
God in our Thanksgiving
Services; and bring some-
one with you.  You will be
blessed.

Pastor Rickie Rush
7701 S Westmoreland Road
Dallas, TX  75237
972-372-4262
www.Ibocchurch.org
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NDG now has a “Special Advertising Package”for
churches and non-profit organizations that need to
let the community know about your Special Event.

Opportunity You Can Measure...
Church Events
• Church Anniversary
• Pastor’s Anniversary
• Women’s Day
• Men’s Day

Non-Profit Org. Events
• Fundraisers
(Concerts)

• Special Events
(Personal or Community)

Special Rate $199
(Black & White, per insertion)

Ad size - 4.905”x 6”(Quarter Page, B&W)
(NOTE: Color Ad $75 extra per inserion)

Production disclaimer - NDG ad meake-ready is not included in promotion.
Layout/production of “copy ready”ad will be a nominal extra cost.

E-mail ad copy to: Marketing@NorthDallasGazette.com
or call our Marketing Department today!

972-509-9049



This is the time of year
that is set aside to be thank-
ful for the blessings of God;
a time to give generously to
others so that they may
enjoy some of your bless-
ings from God. 
This Holiday Season is

not only a good time to
share food with others, but
also the Word of God as
well. What better way to
help a fellowman than to
give him/her hope and in-
spiration.

The Cracked Pot --
This Holiday Season, if you
think that you’re not impor-
tant to God, ponder this:
An elderly woman had

two large pots, each hung
on the ends of a pole, which
she carried across her neck.

One pot had a crack in it
while the other was perfect
and always delivered a full
portion of water.
At the end of the walk

from the stream to the
house, the cracked pot ar-
rived half full.   For two
years this went on daily,
with the woman bringing
home only one and a half
pots of water.  
The perfect pot was

proud of its accomplish-
ments.   But the cracked pot
was ashamed of its own im-
perfection, and miserable
that it could only do half of
what it had been made to
do.
After two years of what it

perceived to be bitter fail-
ure, it spoke to the woman.
"I’m ashamed of myself;
this crack in my side causes
water to leak all the way
back to your house."  
The old woman smiled,

"Did you notice that there
are flowers on your side of
the path, but not on the
other pot's side?" 

"I have always known
about your flaw, so I
planted flower seeds on
your side of the path, and
every day while we walk
back, you watered them.  
For two years I have been

able to pick these beautiful
flowers to decorate the

table.   Without you being
just the way you are, there
would not be this beauty to
grace the house."
Each of us has our own

unique flaw.   But it's the
cracks and flaws we each
have that make our lives in-
teresting and rewarding.  

You must take each per-
son for what they are and
look for the good in them.
Smell the flowers on your
side of the path.  Live, Give,
Love and Be Thankful!

Stop Making Excuses! -
-  You will give your life for
something – the question is
what?  Sports, a hobby,
fame, wealth; these do not
bring lasting satisfaction. 
Service is the pathway to

joy and fulfillment!  It’s
through ministry that we
find meaning; life is meant
for ministry.  
As we serve God’s pur-

poses, our lives take on
eternal importance.  Paul

writes, “all (of) this makes
you more significant, not
less, because of what you
are a part of.  1 Corinthians
12:14, 19. 
If you aren’t involved in

something greater than
yourself you just exist, God
wants you to learn to love
and serve others unselfishly.  
He wants you to make a

difference in His world:
What matter is not how
long you live, but how ef-
fectively you live!
If you’re not involved in

God’s service what’s your
excuse?  Abraham was old.
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Avenue F Church of Christ
1026 Avenue F • Plano, TX 75074

972-423-8833
www.avefchurchofchrist.org

Ramon Hodridge, Minister

Early Sunday Morning ......................8:00 am
Sunday Bible Class...........................9:45 am
Sunday Morning Worship...............10:45 am
Evening Worship...............................3:00 pm
Iglesia de Cristo Services ................5:00 pm
Wednesday Bible Class....................7:00 pm

Radio Program @ 7:30 am on
KHVN 970 AM Sunday Mornings

Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church

Isiah Joshua, Jr.
Pastor

Worship Times: 8 and 11 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.

Mid-week: Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
Youth Church: Every 3rd, 4th,
and 5th Sunday at 10:45 a.m.

AWANA: Wednesday at 6:30 p.m.
Contact Information:!972-423-6695

www.smbcplano.org

2013 Theme:
SMBC:  A church Focused on

Excellence while Teaching
the Word, Preaching the

Gospel, Reaching the World

Serving the Plano Community for 128 Years
Founded 1884

920 E 14th Street Plano, TX

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com

See TARPLEY, Page 16

Send email to: businessoffice@
northdallasgazette.com to sign up
for Sister Tarpley's weekly elec-
tronic newsletter.

Happy Thanksgiving

Happy Birthday Tyanna Lott, November 24, 2015



Jacob was insecure.  Leah
was unattractive.  Joseph
was abused. Moses stut-
tered.  Gideon was poor.
Samson was co-dependent.  
Rehab was immoral.

David had an affair result-
ing in all kinds of family
problems.  Elijah was suici-
dal.  Jeremiah was de-
pressed.  Jonah was reluc-
tant.  Naomi was a widow.  
John the Baptist was ec-

centric.  Peter was impul-
sive.  Martha worried a lot.
The Samaritan woman had
several failed marriages.
Zacchaeus was crooked.
Thomas had doubts.  
Paul had poor health and

Timothy was timid.  That’s
quite a variety of misfits,
yet, God used each of them
– and He will use you too,
if you stop making excuses.
Author Unknown.  

The Value of Age and
Wisdom: “But he forsook
the counsel which the old
men gave him, and took
counsel with the young men
that were brought up with
him, that stood before him.”

2 Chronicles 10:8 (KJV) 
Age and wisdom doesn’t

always equate with one an-
other, but they often do.
Today, young people tend to
discount input from older
people.  However, God has
placed wisdom in older
people that the young can

learn a great deal from.  
Do not despise input from

those who may be consider-
ably older than you.  God
has placed a level of wis-
dom in them that can help
you avoid major mistakes,
especially in times like
these. Reference Readings,
2 Chronicles Chapters 10
through 12.

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

Every day, you make
countless little choices.
Get outta bed or go back

to sleep? What’s for break-
fast?  Blue tie or black
shirt?  Which project first,
what’s for lunch, dinner,
after dinner, what to watch,
read, discuss? All day long,
you choose one thing over
another; in fact, Michael
Strahan says that “the aver-
age American will [make]
thirty-five thousand deci-
sions” before bedtime. In
his book “Wake Up Happy”
(with Veronica Chambers),
he explains how one of
them can be a life-changer.
If you’ve ever seen

Michael Strahan on-screen,
you know how easy he
makes his job look. He
seems comfortable with
stars and strangers alike, al-
though he calls himself “a
shy guy.” He says he gets
nervous, but he knows how
to handle himself because

that’s the way he was
raised.
Because Strahan’s father

was in the military, the fam-
ily lived overseas when
Strahan was still very
young. “ Mannheim , Ger-
many ,” he says, “was an
awesome place to grow up”
because of its small-town
feel and because children
were truly raised by a vil-
lage of stay-at-home moth-
ers. Strahan’s father was
busy, but Strahan remem-
bers the frequent one-on-
one time he spent with his

dad, and the advice that
poured forth on those
events.
“In a perfect world,”

Strahan says, “I’d have
ninety-two [motivational]
rules to match my jersey
number. But in real life,
I’ve found that you need
only eighteen to get and
stay motivated.”
Rule Number One, he

says is to “Be open to
everything around you.”
What you need, and the
help to get it, can “come
from the most unexpected
places…” Pay attention,
don’t make assumptions,
and never throw away a
chance to see what comes.
Remember that the jour-

ney is joyful, too, so take
pleasure in it. If you want
something, let your deter-
mination power your ac-
tions and keep in mind that
when you’ve given your all,
there’s still more to give.
Know when to bow out
gracefully but don’t quit a

tough road; instead, know
when to “hit pause.” Take
the word “if” from your vo-
cabulary. Listen to music
that motivates you. Remem-
ber that “bad experiences…
often teach you the most.”
Keep your sense of humor.
“Be excellent. “
So you’re in need of

some motivation, but you
don’t want something that
sounds like a million bees in
a hive. Instead, you’d like

something fresh, and “Wake
Up Happy” is what you
want.
Readers who have come

to love author Michael Stra-
han on the field or on TV
will be glad to know that his
writing is genuine: what
you see on the small screen
is what you get in this book.
This personable style of
motivation carries through
Strahan’s life story, his ca-
reers, and his love life,

which has been rocky and
he’s forthcoming on it all.
That no-holds-barred atti-
tude in storytelling lends
trustworthiness to the les-
sons.
This is one friendly book

and it’s short enough to read
twice. You’ll probably want
to do that anyhow because,
when you need a book to
boost your confidence,
“Wake Up Happy” is a
good choice.
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TARPLEY, continued from Page 15

2001 Honda for sale
Will finance for stable person with consistent work history.

Call 972-432-5219 (if no answer leave message-will get back
to you). $4200.00 (cash or terms)

-auto transmission

-a/c blows cold

-tires (like new)

-registered & inspected

-reliable transportation

Cash or Terms

NDG Book Review: Wake Up Happy is a good reading choice

Policy of Non-Discrimination
MOCOP School of the Arts

MOCOP School of the Arts of
Plano, Texas shall recruit and
admit individuals of any race,

color or ethnic origin to all rights,
privileges, programs and activi-
ties.  The Corporation shall not

discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national or ethnic origin to
the administration of the educa-
tional policies, programs, and
other administered programs.

The Corporation shall not discrim-
inate on the basis of race, color,

national or ethnic origin in the em-
ployment of its personnel.


