
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA  Contributing Writer

The federal government spends
about $1 billion on advertising serv-
ices, but history continues to show
that small businesses and local and
minority-owned media companies are
mostly left out.

On Wednesday, March 23, as part
of its ongoing series on Supplier Di-
versity, the FCC’s Office of Commu-
nications Business Opportunities
hosted a roundtable discussion on di-
versity and government advertising
practices.

Moderated by Thomas Reed, the
director of the FCC’s Office of Com-
munications Business Opportunities,
the event also included commentary
from James Winston, the president of
the National Association of Black
Owned Broadcasters, Melody Spann
Cooper, Steve Roberts, Sherman
Kizart, and other experts from the
broadcasting industry who examined
the federal government’s interaction
with diverse communities and how
current advertising practices reach
those same communities.

“We wanted to have a more laser-
like focus on federal advertising. The
congressional research service has
found in recent years the federal gov-
ernment spends close to $1 billion an-

nually on advertising services,” Reed
said in opening the roundtable discus-
sion.

“The focus of the meeting is an ex-
amination of how, where, and in many
instances, why this money, these dol-
lars, are being spent and how we
might begin to expand the pool of
vendors who assist the government
and getting out the message,” he said.

While public documents reveal
who is spending the money, they don’t
always reveal who is on the receiving
end of those contracts, Reed added.

“Experience tells us that local
media, small companies, women and

minority-owned media are not well-
represented,” he said.

The meeting was viewed as a criti-
cal beginning step in minority-owned
media being considered when the fed-
eral government and its agencies seek
to advertise.

Earlier this month, leaders from the
National Newspaper Publishers Asso-
ciation and the National Association
of Hispanic Publications – which
combined publish more than 600
newspapers to over 30 million readers
– were joined by D.C. Rep. Eleanor
Holmes Norton in calling for an ex-

By Bob Jackson

Over the years, millions
of retired state and local
w o r k e r s — i n c l u d i n g
teachers, police officers
and firefighters—have re-
ceived sharply reduced
Social Security benefits,
simply because they have
had multiple jobs during
their careers and weren’t
allowed to pay into Social
Security at all of them.

It’s a case of the whole
being less than the sum of

the parts. Thirty-three
years  ago ,  Congress
changed the Social Secu-
rity benefit formula to add
a “Windfall Elimination
Provision,” which ad-
justed some former public
employees’ benefits to ac-
count for the time they
had not paid into Social
Security while working in
vital public service jobs.

While the intent was to
make the system fairer,
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North Dallas Gazette takes a moment to
reflect on the past with

Historical Perspectives
from Sister Tarpley

Hear what it was like growing up in a very dif-
ferent Dallas when Booker T. Washington was
a black school. Sister Tarpley graduated frm

there and went on to college and later became
a city councilmember in Carrollton.

Dallas group
plans DC
journey

Protesters
rally around
Dallas senior

-See Page 9

-See Page 8

See ADS, Page   6

Minority vendors raise
questions about ad

spending by government
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Earlier this month, NNPA President Benjamin Chavis spoke outside of the U.S.
Capitol during a joint press conference between NNPA and NAHP. Congresswoman
Eleanor Holmes Norton (far left) called for a study on how federal agencies spend

money on advertising. (Freddie Allen/AMG/NNPA)
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Educators and commu-
nity leaders will examine is-
sues facing African-Ameri-
can college students at an
SMU Simmons School con-
ference Friday, April 1.
Topics at "Looking Beyond
the Horizon: Black Excel-
lence in Higher Education"
include mentoring, poverty
and youth, and transforming
the higher education experi-
ence for African American
students.

More than 400 African
American high school stu-
dents and their parents are
expected at a second SMU
conference, the "Cutting

Edge Youth Summit," Sat-
urday, April 2, hosted by
SMU's Upward Bound pro-
gram and the Youth Action
Research Center. Discus-
sion topics include the col-
lege application process, fi-

nancial aid and preparing
for college. For more infor-
mation contact Candice
Bledsoe, 214-957-9512.

College enrollment for
African American students
is at its highest in history,
but a recent report found
that fewer than one in 10
African American high
school graduates are college
ready. In addition, when
black students attend col-
lege, their graduation rates
lag behind other students.
An average of 45 percent of
African American students
who enroll in college gradu-
ate, compared to 65 percent
of white students.

“The time is overdue for

colleges and universities to
have conversations about
the black experience in
higher education," said
David Chard, dean of the
Annette Caldwell Simmons
School of Education and
Human Development. "The
goal is to understand what
structures, dispositions and
practices we need to have in
order to improve student
success. Also, we need to
look at what conditions
should change. We want to
work with community
members to help us with
this, and are grateful for the
assistance of our conference
partner, the Youth Action
Research Center in Dallas."

The Black Excellence
in Higher Education con-
f e r e n c e  i s  s c h e d u l e d
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
the Harold Simmons Build-
ing on the SMU campus.
www.smu.edu/Simmons.
The conference is free and
open to the community, but
registration is required. To
register, e-mail Yolette Gar-
cia at ygarcia@smu.edu.

Speakers and panel dis-
cussions include current
SMU students as well as the
following leaders in higher
education, justice, religion
and professional athletics.
The scheduled speakers in-
clude: 

Candice Bledsoe is the

founder and executive di-
rector of the Youth Action
Research Center, (www.cut-
tingedgeyouthsummit.com)
, co-sponsor of the "Black
Excellence in Higher Edu-
cation" conference. The
center promotes college
readiness and leadership
skills. She is a 2015-2016
fellow for the New Leader-
ship Academy at National
Center for Institutional Di-
versity at the University of
Michigan. A graduate of
Baylor University, she
earned a Master of Liberal
Studies degree from SMU
and recently received the

Portraying a mother des-
perate to understand and
cope with her son’s mental
i l lness ,  Dal las  ac t ress
Cheryl Allison stars in the
new film NO LETTING
GO. The movie, based on a
true story, made its cable
on-demand debut March 30
in the United States and
Canada.

NO LETTING GO aims
to show how families are
affected by mental illness.
March 30 was World Bipo-
lar Day, a film press release
stated.

Allison, a  Dallas resident
and an alumna of both Sky-
line High School in Dallas
and Texas Woman’s Uni-
versity in Denton, has re-
ceived several awards for

her  ro le  of  Cather ine
Spencer in the feature film,
including Best Leading Ac-
tress (Southampton Interna-
tional Film Festival in the
United Kingdom) and Best
Lead Actress in a Feature
Film (Sydney Indie Film
Festival in Australia). Her
co-stars include Richard
Burgi (“Desperate House-

wives”), Kathy Najimy
(SISTER ACT), Janet Hu-
bert (“Fresh Prince of Bel-
Air”) and Alysia Reiner
( “ O r a n g e  i s  t h e  N e w
Black”).

Allison’s character is
based on Randi Silverman,
whose family struggled
with the middle son’s in-
creasing erratic behavior
and emotional instability.
Silverman co-wrote the
screenplay and co-produced
NO LETTING GO, which
is an adaption of the award-
winning short film ILL-
NESS. Allison also played
the lead role in ILLNESS,
which was filmed in 2013.

Based on the awards and
reception of ILLNESS,
funding was received to
make the feature-length NO
LETTING GO. The movie

was filmed in 18 days in
2014 in New York.

“I realized early on that
this film and my role give a
voice to so many parents,
particularly mothers,” Alli-
son stated in the film’s press
release. 

Allison said she felt a re-
sponsibility to represent Sil-
verman’s story in “an au-
thentic and truthful way.”

Allison has performed in
Broadway plays, regional
theater and film and televi-
sion for more than 20 years.
She also has performed
throughout North America
and Japan in several Broad-
way tours, as well as the
Kennedy Center. Locally,
she is a Casa Manana fa-
vorite, having performed in
six shows in the historic
theater in Fort Worth. 

As  the  Roth  Dis t in-
guished Visiting Scholar at
Dartmouth for the 2015-
2 0 1 6  a c a d e m i c  y e a r ,
physicist Sylvester James
“Jim” Gates Jr., has been a
busy man.

“This has been an excit-
ing time here for me,” he
says. 

“I delivered a plenary
talk at the Joint Fall Meet-
ing of the American Phys-
ical Society and American
Association of Physics
Teachers hosted on cam-
pus, and I made two pre-
sentations about my own

research on physics, graph
theory, and mathematics.”

Then he brought in Uni-
vers i ty  of  Cal i forn ia ,
Berkeley mathematician
Yan Zhang,  who spoke

about Gates’ research and
its relevance to work un-
derway in the Dartmouth
mathematics department.

“I have also had the op-
portunity to lecture in the
Datascapes class, headed
by Professor  Michae l
Casey and PhD candidate
Richard Lopez,” Gates
says. “Most recently, I had
a great time with the Dart-
mouth Physics  Society
students. 

“The breadth of these
activities is a reflection of
the environment I have
found here on campus. In
fact, this breadth continues
to surprise me.”

L a t e l y,  i n  h i s  R o t h
Scholar role, an endowed
professorship that brings
thought leaders to campus
to interact with students
and faculty to stimulate in-
tellectual inquiry, 

Gates has been engaging
students and faculty in fo-
rums and presentations
dealing with both physics
and mathematics. 

His PhD from MIT was
in physics ,  but  he had
earned twin MIT bache-
lor’s degrees in both disci-
plines and still keeps a
foot in both camps.

“Most  people  do not
know I was an assistant

professor of applied math-
ematics—not physics—at
MIT from 1982-1984,” he
says.

Even before he became
a Roth Scholar, Gates was
no stranger to the College.
He has regularly visited
campus for the annual E.E.
Just Symposiums since
2012, speaking about sci-
ence,  scholarship,  and
string theory.

In fact, Gates planted a
surprise of his own in his
2014 E.E. Just lecture at
Dartmouth. His words are
particularly memorable in
light of this month’s mo-
mentous  d iscovery  of

gravitational waves. 
He had spoken about

these yet-to-be discovered
ripples in the fabric of
space-time, not only pre-
dicting their recent revela-
tion, but also describing
the tools scientists would
use in making the discov-
ery.

Einstein had postulated
gravity waves’ existence
back in 1916, but the hard
evidence had been lacking.
The news of the break-
through was announced
Feb. 11. 

It seems that Gates’ sci-
entific crystal ball been up
and running in 2014.
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the formula actually penal-
izes those who have had
jobs both inside and outside
the Social Security system.
The formula may be com-
plex, but what’s really at
stake here isn’t: a proposed
bipartisan solution that
saves the system money in
the process.

Congressman Kevin
Brady (R-The Woodlands),
who chairs the House Ways
and Means Committee, and
Congressman Richard Neal
(D-Massachusetts) have
filed a bill to restore fair-
ness in calculating Social
Security benefits for these
workers. It would benefit
approximately 95 percent of
all Texas public school
teachers, as well as many
retirees in teaching and
other fields.

HR 711, which AARP
fully supports, is also
backed by another promi-
nent Texan in Capitol
Hill—Congressman Sam
Johnson (R-Plano), who
chairs the Social Security
Subcommittee. Also ac-
tively working to fix the

problem is Texan Tim Lee,
who as executive director of
the Texas Retired Teachers
Association (TRTA) leads
the largest association for
retired public and higher ed-
ucation employees in the
country.

Lee has been working for
years on a solution that will
help teachers and other af-
fected parties. He notes that
retired teachers are cur-
rently losing hundreds of
dollars a month in much-
needed Social Security ben-
efits and that the problem
may be keeping many Tex-
ans from becoming teachers
at all.

Someone who knows this
first-hand is retired Marine
Lt. Col. Link Ermis. The
54-year-old paid into Social
Security for more than 25
years before taking a job as
a middle school teacher in
Huntsville in 2007. If he
keeps teaching for another
15 years, he told us, his
teacher pension and Social
Security benefits combined
would amount to less than if
he just took Social Security

based on his past contribu-
tions. He plans to roll his
teacher pension earnings
into an IRA and take the
lower Social Security pay-
ment.

“No matter what course
I take, I’m punished be-
cause I chose to work as a
teacher after military re-
tirement,” says Ermis.

AARP President Jean-
nine English, who along
with TRTA’s Lee recently
testified to Congress about
this topic, says the pro-
posed bill represents “a
fair solution that will ben-
efit the 1.6 million work-
ers affected by the cur-
rent… policy.” This in-
cludes nearly 150,000
Texans.

Not coincidentally,
AARP was founded by a
retired high school princi-
pal who was inspired by
the plight of a retired
teacher living in a chicken
coop. That led to the es-
tablishment of the Na-
tional Retired Teachers
Association, which is a
part of AARP today. Much
has changed for the better
for educators over the

years, but this Social Se-
curity provision has lin-
gered on for more than
three decades. 

So how would public
sector workers be better
off if the bill becomes
law? Social Security bene-
fits will increase--though
we're not sure how much
yet--for those people who
are already retired or who
turn age 62 before the end
of this year. Everyone else
will also see increased
benefits once they retire. 

At a time when retire-
ment security is increas-
ingly becoming out of
reach for millions of work-
ers and their families, we
can ill-afford to leave any
hard-earned Social Secu-
rity benefits on the table.

For Patricia Vorhees, a
retired elementary school
teacher from Conroe, it all
boils down to an issue of
fairness. 

“We’re entitled to the
money because we earned
it,” she says. “I feel that it
is wrong that I, and others
like me, collect a very tiny
amount of the money we
earned.”

FIX, continued from Page 1

Blackonomics: Do our Black
organizations really have our backs?
By James Clingman
NNPA Columnist

While Black people are
bogged down in shallow
and meaningless political
discourse, our vaunted
Black organizations con-
tinue to be M.I.A. except
for their time in front of the
cameras with Hillary Clin-
ton and Bernie Sanders.
They say they cannot en-
dorse candidates, but we all
know that’s a sham.

In an article written by
Freddie Allen of the Na-
tional Newspaper Publish-
ers Association, Marc Mor-
ial said the nine Black or-
ganizations that met with
the candidates wanted to
“provide to every candidate
who is running for president
of the United States, be they
Republican or Democrat,
the opportunity to hear from
us on issues of civil rights,
social justice, and economic
justice in America, today.”

Any real demands made on
our behalf?

Al Sharpton said, “For
the first time in American
history, we will watch a
Black family leave the
White House and we do not
want to see the concerns of
Blacks leave with them.”
So, that’s where our con-
cerns have been hibernating
for the past seven years; and
all this time I thought
Sharpton and the POTUS
were taking care of them.

And, I suppose to give
comfort to Clinton and
Sanders, Morial said the
nine historic civil rights or-
ganizations represent tens
of millions of Americans
and that all of their organi-
zations were “multicultural
and multi-ethnic.” Multi-
cultural and multi-ethnic?
That’s strange; I thought
they were Black or at least
“colored.”

Speaking of colored, let’s
look at one of these “Black”

multi-cultural/ethnic organ-
izations.

The NAACP, known for
“Nonstop Aiding and Abet-
ting in Corrupt Practices,”
in my opinion, answered the
Ferguson issue by walking
130 miles to the Missouri
Governor’s office, followed
up by a 1,000 mile stroll
from Selma to the steps of
the U.S. Capitol in search of
justice. Guess they didn’t
find it when they got there.

This is the group that
practices outright hypocrisy
by railing against voter sup-
pression and voter ID laws,
while accepting and even
promoting those corrupt
practices within their own
ranks. More specifically,
this is the group that has
wreaked havoc in Ohio by
conducting four elections
for State President, two of
which were legitimately
won by Jocelyn Travis over
Sybil McNabb, and two of
which were do-overs by the

national office via its
henchman, Gill Ford, to
keep their chosen candidate,
McNabb, in office.

In the first corrupt elec-
tion over which the national
office presided, children
were allowed to vote for
McNabb—yes, children! In
the second corrupt election,
which just took place on
March 12, 2016, again
under national supervision,
the same corrupt practice
used in Cincinnati was used
by Gill Ford in Columbus.
He suspended Travis three
days prior to the election,
just as he did the Cincinnati
president, whom he sus-
pended the day before the
election in an obvious effort
to have his chosen candi-
date run unopposed.

The NAACP’s “Nonstop
Aiding and Abetting in Cor-
rupt Practices” is shameful,
especially in light of hold-

See BACKS, Page 11



Doctorate in Education
from the University of
Southern California. Her
communi ty  leadership
awards include the Profile
of Community Leadership
Aw a r d  f r o m  S M U ' s
Women's Symposium.

Nakia Douglas, founding
principal of the Dallas Inde-
pendent School District's
new,  a l l -male  magnet
school ,  Barack Obama
Male Leadership Academy,
has set the tone for the
unique public school in
southern Dallas. Students
take college preparatory
courses like Latin and cal-

culus and develop their
leadership skills. Now in its
fifth year, Barack Obama is
home to 470 students,
grades six through twelve,
and has a waiting list. Every
member of the first graduat-
ing class in 2015 now at-
tends college. The recipient
of numerous awards, Dou-
glas accepted the Luminary
Award from the Simmons
School in January.

Hon. Tonya Parker '98,
judge of the 116th Civil
District Court in Dallas
County since 2004, was
elected by her judicial col-
leagues to serve as presid-

ing judge of the Dallas
County  Civ i l  Dis t r ic t
Courts and is the immediate
past president of the Texas
Association of District
Judges. A 1998 graduate of
SMU's Dedman School of
Law and the recipient of nu-
merous awards, she was re-
cently elected to the Ameri-
can Law Institute, an organ-
ization made up of the
count ry ' s  mos t  d i s t in -
guished jurists. Devoted to
community service, she is a
regular volunteer with IG-
NITE, a nonpartisan organ-
ization aimed at encourag-
ing more high school and
college girls and women to
become involved in politics.

Dear EarthTalk: What
should I know about arti-
ficial sweeteners before I
opt for them for myself or
my kids in place of regular
ol’ sugar?

— Gretchen Abdow,
Philadelphia, PA

These days, it’s incredi-
bly easy to consume a huge
daily dose of sugar. Grab-
bing a non-fat, grande latte
at Starbucks before work
will start your day off with
18 grams of sugar. A
Chobani Strawberry-on–
the–Bottom yogurt with an
8-ounce can of Sprite in the
afternoon will add 41
grams; and a 32 ounce bot-
tle of Gatorade and an Al-
mond & Apricot KIND bar
at the gym shovels in an-
other 65.5 grams. Consum-
ing these common foods
and beverages will bring
your daily sugar intake to a
total of 124.5 grams.

“Our ancestors probably
consumed 20 teaspoons
(100 grams) of sugar per
year and we now consume

that much per day,” says
Dr. Sandy Seeman, a natur-
opathic doctor who also
works at Campbell’s Nutri-
tion in Des Moines, Iowa.
“We cannot continue to
consume this amount of
sugar and not have it im-
pact our systems. Some-
thing has to change.”

To avoid tooth decay,
obesity, diabetes and other
ailments associated with
excess sugar intake, Amer-
icans have turned to artifi-

cial sweeteners, including
aspartame (Equal), saccha-
rin (Sweet’n Low), su-
cralose (Splenda), acesul-
fame potassium, neotame
and others. But the poten-
tial dangers of such sweet-
eners have been controver-
sial since the 1970s, when
saccharin was linked with
bladder cancer in labora-
tory rats. According to the
U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA), more
than 30 human studies have

since shown that those re-
sults were irrelevant to hu-
mans and that saccharin is
safe for human consump-
tion.

The FDA stands by the
safety of the sweeteners it
approves, referring to as-
partame on its website as
one of the “most exhaus-
tively studied substances in
the human food supply,”
with 100-plus studies sup-
porting its safety.The FDA
also says that more than 90
studies support the safety
of acesulfame potassium,
while some 110 studies
were reviewed in approv-
ing sucralose, 113 for neo-
tame, and 37 for advan-
tame.

“About the only way this
stuff could harm you is if
you were run over by a
truck that was delivering
it,” reports Josh Bloom,
Director of Chemical and
Pharmaceutical Sciences at
the American Council on
Science and Health
(ACSH), when discussing

the recent FDA approval of
advantame on his blog.

But according to Dr.
David Ludwig, an obesity
and weight loss specialist
at Boston Children’s Hos-
pital, artificial sweeteners
are far more potent than
table sugar and high-fruc-
tose corn syrup, and over-
stimulation of sugar recep-
tors from frequent usage
may limit tolerance for
more complex tastes, that
is, people who routinely
use artificial sweeteners
may start to find less in-
tensely sweet foods (such
as fruit) less appealing and
unsweet foods (such as
vegetables) downright un-
palatable. In other words,
overuse of artificial sweet-
eners can make you shun
healthy, filling and highly
nutritious foods while con-
suming more artificially
flavored foods with less
nutritional value.

New York Times best-
selling author Dr. Mark
Hyman suggests that if you

have a desire for something
sweet, have a little sugar,
but stay away from “fake”
foods. “Sugar-containing
foods in their natural form,
whole fruit, for example,
tend to be highly nutri-
tious—nutrient-dense, high
in fiber and low in
glycemic load. On the
other hand, refined, con-
centrated sugar consumed
in large amounts rapidly in-
creases blood glucose and
insulin levels, triglycerides,
inflammatory mediators
and oxygen radicals, and
with them, the risk for dia-
betes, cardiovascular dis-
ease and other chronic ill-
nesses.”
EarthTalk is produced by

Roddy Scheer and Doug
Moss and is a registered
trademark of Earth Action
Network, a 501(c)3 non-
profit. For more informa-
tion, or to make a dona-
tion, check out www.earth-
talk.org. Send questions to:
question@earthtalk.org.
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EarthTalk: Should I give my kids artificial sweeteners

Vets dealing with PTSD may face
increased risk for stroke or heart attack

Post-traumatic stress dis-
order (PTSD) may decrease
the ability of blood vessels
to dilate, raising the risk of
heart attack and stroke in
veterans, according to new
research in the Journal of
the American Heart Associ-
ation.

In the largest study to
date on the impact of post-

traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) on blood vessel
health, researchers found
that blood vessels of veter-
ans with PTSD were unable
to expand normally in re-
sponse to stimulus – they
were less reactive — com-
pared to veterans without
PTSD. Less reactive blood
vessels are linked to heart

disease and other serious
conditions.

“Traditional risk factors
such as high blood pressure,
diabetes, high cholesterol
and smoking, have not fully
explained why people with
PTSD seem to be at higher
heart disease risk. Our study

See PTSD, Page 5



suggests that chronic stress
may directly impact the
health of the blood vessels,”
said Marlene Grenon, M.D.,
lead author of the study and
associate professor of sur-
gery at the University of
California San Francisco
and vascular surgeon at the
Veterans Affairs Medical
Center San Francisco /Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Cen-
ter-Surgical Services.

Among veterans being
treated at the Veteran’s Af-
fairs Medical Center in San
Francisco researchers used
a standard test, flow-medi-
ated dilation (FMD), to
gage how well an artery in
the arm relaxes and expands
in response to the squeezing
of a blood-pressure cuff.
They compared the FMD
scores of 67 veterans (aver-
age age 68, 99 percent
male) with PTSD and 147
veterans (average age 69,
91 percent male) without
PTSD. The presence of
PTSD was defined as a
score of 40 or higher on the
PTSD Symptom Checklist.
They found:

Veterans with PTSD had
significantly lower FMD
scores – their blood vessels
expanded 5.8 percent com-
pared to 7.5 percent among

the veterans without PTSD
– indicating a less-healthy
response in the lining of
their blood vessels.

Aside from PTSD, lower
scores on the FMD test
were also linked to increas-
ing age, worse renal func-
tion, and high blood pres-
sure.

Veterans with PTSD were
more likely to be male and
to be diagnosed with de-
pression, but less likely to
be taking ace-inhibitors or
beta-blockers to treat high
blood pressure.

After adjusting for differ-
ences in age and the pres-
ence of other conditions and
treatments, PTSD itself was
still very strongly associ-

ated with blood vessels that
were less able to dilate.

The study only included
veterans; but PTSD can also
occur in non-veterans as a
reaction to experiencing or
observing a terrifying event,
such as warfare, natural dis-
asters, sexual assault, other
physical violence or trauma.
People with the condition
may experience prolonged
anxiety, flashbacks, night-
mares and many other life-
altering symptoms. The dis-
order is estimated to affect
7.7 million people in the
United States according to
the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services
Nat iona l  Ins t i tu tes  of
Health.

“We need to determine
better ways we can help

people manage PTSD and
other types of stress to re-
duce the negative impact of
chronic stress on blood ves-
sels. At the Veterans Ad-

ministration in San Fran-
cisco, we are in the process
of starting a multi-discipli-
nary vascular rehabilitation
clinic to try to better man-

age traditional and non-tra-
ditional risk factors includ-
ing stress, to improve car-
diovascular health,” Grenon
said.

Community News
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Heart illustration with artery close up Heart graphic with magnifier
on artery (American Heart Assn.)

By Ruth Ferguson
NDG Editor

Julia Pearl, one my fa-
vorite spots for Southern
Cuisine, is now announc-
ing a new happy hour. 

Their food is divine and
the Old Smokey Moon-
shine which will be $7 dur-
ing the happy hour is a per-
fect excuse to visit. 

Starting this Friday,
April 1, they offering a
new jazz series to comple-
ment the wonderful dinner
and drink menu. This week
the featured performers are
The Rob Holbert Group
who is well known for their
delivery of smooth jazz,
standards and classics.

Now when you go you
MUST try the Jumbo
Lump Crab Cake or the

seafood gumbo --- this
from a person who does
not like seafood very much
except catfish which they
offer on a bed of grits. 

If you prefer chicken
their fried chicken is excel-
lent as well. 

These are the items I
tasted at the media dinner,

but when I returned I or-
dered the Grilled Bone- In
Pork Chop --- and thought
I died and went to heaven. 

It was a very generous
slice and served with
Bacon Cheddar Grits and
Collard Greens - see
Southern Food heaven.
Where is Vanessa Williams
and Irma Hall because I felt
like I was in the remake of
Soul Food?

You do not have to wait
until First Friday to enjoy
the Happy Hour. It is avail-
a b l e  e v e r y  Tu e s d a y
through Friday from 5-7
p.m., Julia Pearl will offer
the following:

• $3 Well Drinks
• $5 Glasses of Wine
• $5 Draft Beer
• $7 Specialty Cocktails

Those specialty drinks
include Julia’s Berry Mint
Julep (Ole Smoky Moon-
shine, blackberry and fresh
mint) ,  the Jazzy Bel le
(Deep Eddy Vodka, straw-
berry and pineapple) and
Pearl’s  Old Fashioned
(Lexington Bourbon, bit-
ters and an orange slice).

Julia Pearl Southern Cui-
sine is located at 2301 N
Central Expy, Ste 195 in
Plano. 

Visit www.juliapearl-
southerncuisine.com for
more details about their
lunch, brunch and dinner
menu. It is a perfect spot
for date night or family
brunch after church. 

Trust me the food is so
good you will be looking
for any excuse to return!

Julia Pearl offering live music on First Fridays 

A  variety of local and na-
tional musicians and artists
from around the country are
set to perform at Richard-
son’s Wildflower! Arts and
Music Festival May 20-22 in
Galatyn Park.

A complete list of per-
formers and venues as well as
ticket information can be
found online at www.wild-
flowerfestival.com. Tickets
go on sale April 18—single
day adult tickets are $25 and
three-day passes are $40. Ad-
mission for children ages 5-
12 is $5; there is no charge
for children ages 4 and under.
Richardson residents may re-
ceive up to six adult tickets
per festival day per house-
hold at a discounted price of
$12; see purchase locations
and proof of residency details
online.

Richardson’s
Wildflower Art and

Music Festival slated
for May 20-22



amination of government ad-
vertising practices.

It’s widely understood that
government advertising cov-
ers a variety of subjects, Reed
said, noting public service
announcements, federal job
openings, competition for
federal contracts, and even
the sale of surplus govern-
ment property.

He said federal agencies
use numerous platforms to
educate the public about their
core services including using
television, radio, and now, in-
creasingly, social media out-
lets like Facebook and Twit-
ter.

However, the lack of ad-
vertising by federal agencies
in Black media can be felt in
radio as well, Winston said.

“We find ourselves very
challenged to maintain the
success of our existing sta-
tions. Your success depends
on getting advertising dollars
and, in 2012, the Congres-
sional Research Service did a
report that at the time showed
that the federal government

agencies were spending
about $500 million a year on
commercial advertising,”
Winston said. “That number
is now closer to $1 billion
and the report showed that
the largest commercial adver-
tiser in the federal govern-
ment is the Department of
Defense. And, so we’ve
found that a great deal of
money is being spent but
there’s very little information
about where that money is
going.”

Winston added: “The
agencies pretty much do the
same thing, they all have
major contracts with one
huge advertising agency, usu-
ally a ‘Madison Avenue’ ad-
vertising agency.”

Kenyata Wesley, who rep-
resented the Department of
Defense during the discus-
sion, said she attended to help
explain the procurement
process and to help minority
media members to better
navigate the acquisition
process.

“We do have a very robust

media program, about $300
million spent in the media
community,” Wesley said.
“Hopefully, we can walk
away with solutions.”

Chanel Bankston-Carter,
the director for the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, said
her agency is committed to
working with veteran-owned
and small businesses, and
they’re looking at opportuni-
ties for procurement.

She said the roundtable is
“Truly an opportunity to
share ideas, strategies and
come together to develop a
partnership that will benefit
the small business commu-
nity.”

“My sole purpose is to
work on procurement oppor-
tunities for the small business
community,” Bankston-
Carter said, noting that the
Veterans Affairs is the only
federal agency that has a ver-
ification program. “There are
times advertising has oppor-
tunities to be more diverse
and we do have a lot of op-
portunity for marketing and
advertising and we do use
that. So, I would just love to

say that we are open.”
During the conference,

Reed reiterated the purpose
of the sit down.

“It’s not to indict, but to
gain a better understanding of
the process, why federal ad-
vertising dollars are not more
broadly spent and how
women and minority-owned
media companies can im-
prove government advertis-
ing to underserved communi-
ties,” he said.

The conference was held
just two weeks after Norton
joined the call for more ac-
countability in government
advertising spending with
minority-owned publications.

“I’m requesting a report
from an objective arm of the
federal government, the
GAO. We’re asking them to
conduct a study of the federal
agencies whose outreach is to
people of color,” said Norton
on Friday, March 11.

“We don’t want our federal
agencies to forego their man-
date and responsibilities.
There is a mandate to engage
small businesses. We want to
discuss if that is, in fact, tak-

ing place. There’s no more
authentic or trusted way to do
so than to engage the Black
and Hispanic Press.”

Norton and the accompa-
nying Black and Latino pub-
lishers said no one can accu-
rately pinpoint a dollar figure
of what the federal govern-
ment spends.

“We have no sense of the
numbers,” Norton said. “If
you don’t even know what
they do, you can’t know what
they spend. We want to know
how much they spend and
with which press. We don’t
even know if they have a
strategy.”

ADS, continued from Page 1

A record number of stu-
dents at Carter High School
have received full-ride
scholarships to attend Texas
Christian University.

Six seniors at Carter were
awarded the TCU Commu-
nity Scholarships, each val-
ued at more than $250,000,
at a ceremony on Thursday.
Tissues were passed out
freely as the scholarship re-
cipients, their families, class-
mates, teachers and staff
cried in joy throughout the
ceremony. Trustee Joyce
Foreman also attended the
event and looked on proudly.

“This is one of the oppor-
tunities that you do not get

but once in a lifetime,” Prin-
cipal Fred Davis told the
scholarship recipients. “And

we know you will make the
best of it and it will impact
you for the rest of your

lives.”
Charity Mason is among

the six scholarship recipi-

ents. After her mom died
four months ago, she moved
in with her teacher, Lara
Cardinale, so she could fin-
ish high school at Carter.

Like the other five schol-
arship recipients, Mason be-
came emotional when talk-
ing about the scholarship.
She detailed how her coun-
selor pushed her and worked
late with her on the TCU ap-
plication. She credited her
counselor and Cardinale for
everything they have done
for her.

“Mrs.Cardinale just
stepped up as a role model
and took me into her home.
A lot of people wouldn’t do

that,” Mason said. “Now I
see (Cardinale) as a mom,
and I don’t think my mom
would want anything better
for me than someone who
treats me like family and
loves me like her family.”

These are the other recip-
ients of the TCU Commu-
nity Scholars Program:

Reginald Cole
Michael Scott
Courtnee Avery
Tavon Griffin
Evelyn Barron
The TCU Community

Scholarships are awarded
based on merit, academic
achievement, volunteerism,
and diversity.

Dallas ISD has 14 final-
ists in the 61st annual Na-
tional Merit Scholarship
Program. The students have
a chance at the 7,400 Na-
tional Merit Scholarships
worth approximately $32
million.

The National Merit
Scholarship Program is an
academic competition for
recognition and scholar-
ships that began in 1955.
High school students enter

the National Merit Scholar-
ship Program by taking the
Preliminary SAT/National
Merit Scholarship Qualify-
ing Test.

Each year, approximately
1.5 million students un-
dergo PSAT/NMSQT tests.
Of those, approximately
15,000 become finalists.
Being named a National
Merit Scholar finalist is
among the most prestigious
national recognitions in

high school.
“We are proud of these

students for achieving this
important academic mile-
stone,” Superintendent
Michael Hinojosa said. “We
will definitely be cheering
them on as they move for-
ward in the competition for
this coveted scholarship.”

To advance from the
semifinalist to the finalist
round, students must submit
SAT scores that confirm the

earlier PSAT/NMSQT per-
formance, have an outstand-
ing academic record, and be
endorsed and recommended
by a high school official.
They must also submit an
application that includes
high school courses and
grades, extracurricular and
volunteer activities, and a
self-descriptive essay.

The National Merit
Scholarship winners will be
announced next month.

Here are the National
Merit finalists from Dallas
ISD:

Booker T. Washington
High School for the Per-
forming and Visual Arts

Elaine Hennig
Science and Engineering

Magnet School at Yvonne
A. Ewell Townview Center

Enrique De Alba
Connor Fritz
Calvin Graham

Caleb Hamada
Isys Johnson
Talented and Gifted Mag-

net School at Yvonne A.
Ewell Townview Center

Gabriella Chan
Mikaela Johnson
Ashley Mai
Shicheng Rao
Sindhu Reddy
William Siedell
Aliya Somani
Jennifer Truitt
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Six Carter High School seniors awarded $1.5 million in scholarships to TCU

Six Carter High School seniors are the recipients of the TCU Community Scholars Program, which awards
full scholarships to seniors. (Photo Courtesy: Dallas ISD)

Dallas ISD produces 14 National Merit finalists to vy for scholarships
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Pet Pawlooza will take
place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
April 2 at the Irving Animal
Care Campus (IACC), lo-
cated at 4140 Valley View
Lane. Pet Pawlooza, which
celebrates the sixth anniver-
sary of the Irving Animal
Care Campus, will be a day
filled with fun for the whole
family. Admission to the
event is free. Irving Animal
Services and DFW Humane
Society will have $5 adop-
tions for dogs and cats.

Pet Pawlooza is the pin-
nacle of pet-friendly enter-
tainment. Dogs of all
breeds, ages and sizes can
enjoy an atmosphere that
can best be described as a
“canine-friendly amuse-
ment park.” The canine-car-
nival will feature live
music, demonstrations, pet
product vendors, fabulous
food vendors, games and
fun for your dog, as well as
free rabies vaccinations and
microchipping (while sup-
plies last; Irving residents
only). Donations collected

at the event will benefit
IACC animals. 

The day will feature:
• $5 adoptions.
• Free microchipping

while supplies last.
• Free rabies and other

low-cost vaccinations.
• Live entertainment from

the Silver Leaf Band.
• Pet-friendly vendors.
• Pet photos.
Attending dogs must be

on a leash and under their
owner’s control. Compli-
mentary shuttle service will
be available to transport at-
tendees to Pet Pawlooza
from the SanMar Distribu-
tion Center parking lot,
4701 Northview Drive. The
IACC, which is a coopera-

tive partnership between the
City of Irving’s Animal
Services Department and
the DFW Humane Society,
is open from 11 a.m. to 6
p.m. Tuesday through Fri-
day, and from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Saturday. Adoptions
must be processed 30 min-
utes before closing. 

To see a real-time listing
of animals available for
adoption or to learn more
about the IACC, visit city-
ofirving.org/animal-ser-
vices and the Adopt a Pet
page. 

For more information,
call Irving Animal Services
at (972) 721-2256 or the
DFW Humane Society at
(972) 721-7788.

Pet Pawlooza slated for April 2

Irving has implemented
time-of-day water restric-
tions to promote better
water use habits and con-
serve Irving’s water supply. 

Such restrictions make it
a violation of city ordi-
nance to water between 10
a.m. and 6 p.m. from April
1 through Oct. 31.  

All residents and busi-
nesses are limited to irrigat-
ing only twice-per-week,
according to scheduling for
odd/even addresses:.

There will be no irriga-
tion allowed on three days;
Monday, Thursday and Fri-
day.

Street addresses ending
in an even number will be
able to water on Tuesday
and Saturday. Odd-num-
bered addresses water on
Sunday and Wednesday.
No irrigation is allowed be-
tween 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

on any day.
Often, water restrictions

are related to drought con-
ditions; however, there are
some restrictions that are
enforced as part of the
city’s ongoing Water Con-
servation Plan. The primary
goal is to help the public
develop efficient water use
habits. For example, in
warmer weather, irrigation
water is more susceptible to
evaporation during sunny
days. As a result, early
morning or late evening
watering delivers more ef-
fective irrigation.

Other Water Conserva-
tion Plan efforts that can
minimize water consump-
tion include:

Watering no more than
twice per week from April
through October (in warm
weather) and only once per
month if needed in winter

(in cold weather).
Attaching positive shut-

off nozzles when hoses are
used for hand watering.
Use of free-flowing hoses
is prohibited in the city.

Repairing private prop-
erty leaks. 

Installing water-con-
serving landscaping, in-
cluding native and adap-
tive plants.

Using water-conserving
plumbing fixtures at resi-
dences and businesses.

Purchasing water-con-
serving appliances.

Registering at Watermy-
yard.org for a weekly mes-
sage about how much to ir-
rigate.

For more information on
the city’s Water Conserva-
tion Plan or tips for con-
serving, visit the Water
Utilities page on the City
of Irving website..

Irving water conservation
dictated by street address



By Ruth Ferguson
NDG Editor

Local protesters gathered
in support of Ruth Mae
Sanders, 93 years-old and
suffering from Alzheimer’s,
and facing an uphill battle
with Henry S. Miller in a
battle over an unpaid com-
mission. Following several
days of negative publicity
the company’s CEO pri-
vately met with Mrs.
Sanders and her daughter
Leena Sanders over the
weekend. They reportedly
reached an agreement re-
garding the mounting debt
and legal fees related to a
commission they were at-
tempting to collect on a sale
of the property that was
never sold.

The battle between Mrs.
Sanders and Henry S.
Miller revolves around a
contract she signed with the
company in 2012. She
agreed to allow the realty
broker to sell her house and
rental property next door to

an investor who planned to
build a 7-11 in what is now
Uptown. However, her
daughter and medical pro-
fessionals have countered
that Mrs. Sanders was al-
ready exhibiting signs of
Alzheimer’s and therefore
not qualified to enter into a
legal agreement.

The sale fell through
when the investor backed
out, dropping plans to build
the convenience store
where her home is located.
However, Henry S. Miller
claimed the contract Mrs.
Sanders signed included a
clause that would require
them to pay their commis-
sion anyway. The debt has
grown from $53,700 to
$125,000 with legal fees
and judgements added on.

Although local attorneys
volunteered to step in and
help and they successfully
filed a protest with the
Texas Supreme Court, the
two parties are hopeful no
further legal action will be
necessary.

Arthur Fleming, the
NAACP Dallas Chapter
President, spoke by phone
with the North Dallas
Gazette and when asked
why he felt the protest was
necessary after the two par-
ties came to an agreement
he pointed out, “The
NAACP has a historical po-
sition against gentrification.
This is going on in Oak
Cliff and South Dallas. We
are supporting her because
we are highlighting that
when gentrification goes
down and we don’t benefit,

that this is what it looks
like.”

Fleming expressed con-
cern about the future of

South Dallas saying, “South
Dallas is just 15 years away
from becoming like North
Dallas. They have gone as

far as they can North, they
are almost in Oklahoma.
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Congrats to our #NDG-
Giveaway Facebook
winner Jessica Wright
for winning tickets to
Dallas Children's The-
ater current production,
Hansel & Gretel. Have a
great time with the fam-
ily Jessica! — with Jes-
sica Wright.

Another happy winner...

March 28 concerned citizens came out to protest how Ruth Mae
Sanders was treated with a call to stand up for housing justice. The pro-
testers included Sandy Rollins, Vickie Washington, Terry Smith-Realtor,
Thurman Jones, Sara Mokuria, Charles Hillman, Olinka Green, Jar-
vas AllRed Wright, and Arthur Fleming. (NDG Photos: Frank Lott)

Protesters call for housing justice in Dallas dispute



Hometown boy Kirk
Franklin is at the forefront
of the modern Gospel music
scene. As the seven-time
Grammy winning musician,
choir leader and author dis-
played signs of musical vir-
tuosity at a young age. By
12 was leading his local
church and went on to
found a 17 person strong
choir called The Family,
with which he released a
certified platinum debut and
the award winning Watcha
Lookin’ 4.
NDG Readers can win

tickets to catch him on the
20 Years in One Night Tour,
coming to Majestic Theater
on April 10. Visit our Face-
book or Instagram page and
tell us your favorite Kirk

Franklin song – with nearly
20 years of songs available,
which one has touched your

heart. Tickets start at $40
and are available at LiveNa-
tion.com.
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NDG Entertainment Ticket Giveaway!!! Visit us on Facebook to win
tickets to see Ashanti & JaRule in concert,Saturday, April 9,2016

Enter to Win!
Ticket Giveaway

Remembering Black
Dallas is branching out
from DFW for a historical
occasion in United States
History. They are leading a
tour to enjoy the dedica-
tion services of the dedica-
tion of the new Smithson-
ian African-American Mu-
seum. The event is slated
to include an appearance
b y  P r e s i d e n t  B a r a c k
Obama, the nation’s first
African American presi-
dent. The dates of the tour
are Sept. 21 – 25 and will
feature transportation,
meals and tours of other
notable venues in Wash-
ington, D.C.

George Keaton, Jr. Pres-
ident of Remembering
Black Dallas will serve as
the tour guide for the occa-
sion. Recently profiled in
the North Dallas Gazette,

where he shared just a lit-
tle bit of the vast knowl-
edge he has gathered over
the years about the African
American history in the
growing City of Dallas.

Guests on the trip will
receive round-trip airfare;
four nights at the Sheraton
Suites-Old Town in
Alexandria, VA; meals and
motorcoach tours featuring

African American histori-
cal sites, literary, artistic,
entertainers and a com-
plete overview of Wash-
ington ,  D.C.  wi th  an
evening illuminated tour.
There are several more
special events planned.
For more information
about the historic trip visit
t h e  E v e n t s  p a g e  a t
https://www.rbdallas.com.

National Museum of African American History and Culture
(Image: Facebook)

Dallas group planning trip to dedication of
the Smithsonian African-American Museum

Ashanti and Ja Rule Dallas
concert ticket giveaway

Fans can enjoy the
Grammy Award winning
Ashanti along with Ja Rule
in concert at 8 p.m. on Sat-
urday on April 9. The duo
are scheduled to perform at
the Gas Monkey located at
10110 Technology Blvd. in
Dallas. NDG readers can
win tickets simply visit our
Facebook or Instagram
page for more details.

Ashanti burst onto the
music scene with her 2002
smash hit, self-titled debut
album “Ashanti.” It landed
the #1 spot on both the Bill-
board Top 200 and R&B
album charts. Her first week
showing set a SoundScan
record as the most albums
sold by any debut female
artist in the chart’s history,
granting her a spot on Guin-

ness World Records. 
Ja Rule debuted in 1999

with Venni Vetti Vecci and
its single “Holla Holla.”
From 1999 to 2005, Ja Rule
had several hits that made
the top 20 of the U.S. Bill-
board Hot 100 chart, in-
cluding “Between Me and
You” with Christina Milian,
“I’m Real (Murder Remix)”
and Ain’t It Funny with Jen-
nifer Lopez, which both

topped the US Billboard
Hot 100, the Grammy-nom-
inated #1 hit, “Always on
Time” with Ashanti, “Mes-
merize” also with Ashanti,
and “Wonderful” with R.
Kelly and Ashanti.

Tickets are $45 in ad-
vance and $55 at the door.
The tickets are available in
advance at http://gasmon-
keybarngrill.com/event/ash
anti-ja-rule/.

Win tickets to see Kirk Franklin
at Majestic on April 10



The hallways are already in
place – the highways al-
ready exist.”

According to Fleming it
starts and ends with the
quality of schools.

“If you can’t get in good
schools, of course you are
going to move. We are try-
ing to educate the commu-
nity that they are on valu-
able property, but the an-
chor for that is good
schools.”

Referring to charter
schools, Fleming called
them a neighborhood desta-
bilization tool.

“They call it is choice, if
the choice you have is
worse than what you’ve got.
That is not a choice,” Flem-
ing declared. “The staff is
not qualified and once they
become qualified they go to
public schools.”

The solution in Fleming’s
eyes is getting proper fund-
ing for the schools.

“Put STEM programs in
our schools to get our kids
ready for the next econ-

omy,” Fleming said.  
“Schools with technology

is what we are pushing for.
We can be stable from that
instead of getting money
and moving out.”

By Dwight Brown 
NNPA Film Critic

Director  Christopher
Nolan, gone. Oscar-winning
actor Christian Bale, gone.
There will never be another
“The Dark Knight Rises.”
That iconic, once-in-a-life-
time action trilogy is over. If
you can wrap your head
around that, and get past the
first sluggish minutes of this
Batman derivative, you just
may find some instances of
wonder in between the baf-
fling moments.

First, the elephant in the
room. Ben Affleck, aka Gigli.
He isn’t totally miscast.
However, his stiff perform-
ance does nothing to elevate
the Batman character or this
movie. And his toupee, a dis-
traction that should get sec-
ond billing, steals his scenes.
Henry Cavill as Superman
looks more comfortable in
his tights. Both actors’ char-
acters are sourpusses most of
the film. The incessant

brooding is off-putting. It’s
like watching teenagers pout
because they can’t go to the
mall. Blame the screenwrit-
ers Chris Terrio and David S.
Goyer for handcuffing them.
And even those scribes de-
serve a pass because the task
of writing a script about two
normally centered heroes,
who now want to destroy
each other, is a tad preposter-
ous.

Batman hating Superman
never really gels. The con-
gressional committee subplot

is equally suspect. The only
person who logically hates
the Superman is Lex Luthor,
and that’s just comic book
legend. But as played by the
mousy Eisenberg, who acts
with the verve of a pesky
mosquito, even Luthor is
lame.

Director Zack Snyder
(Man of Steel) has his hands
full trying to make the silly
plotline work. He does him-
self no favors by starting the
film with a funeral that is
poorly directed and filmed

with too many overhead
shots (cinematographer Larry
Fong, “300”). The graveyard
scene with the young Wayne
running off into the woods is
like watching an outtake
from a B-movie. Not an aus-
picious beginning.

The obliteration of down-
town Metropolis is a bit bet-
ter, but not excellent. Perhaps
the best action sequences are
when Batman, in his natty
Batmobile, chases a truck
that is transporting the kryp-
tonite. It’s fun to watch. The
film almost should have
stopped there. It doesn’t.
Subsequent action scenes
aren’t as imaginative. The fi-
nale, involving a huge mon-
ster that looks like an electri-
fied Hulk on steroids, is no
better than a scene from any
generic sci-fi/action movie.
That beast is a poor effect (vi-
sual effects supervisor John

“DJ” DesJardin). The loud
score (Hans Zimmer and
Junkie XL) doesn’t help ei-
ther.

Visually (set decoration
Carolyn ‘Cal’ Loucks; art di-
rection Patricio M. Farrell,
“300: Rise of an Empire”;
production design Patrick
Tatopoulos, “300: Rise of an
Empire”) the film has high
and low points: Lex Luthor’s
party, perfect. The Bat Cave,
dull. At least the pacing (edi-
tor David Brenner, Man of
Steel) is tight, which makes
the two-hour and thirty-three
minutes roll by at a decent
clip.

Amy Adams as Lois Lane
is great, but her character is
not pivotal. Diane Lane is far
better as Superman’s mom.
Laurence Fishburne as Perry
White overacts. Gal Gadot,
the sultry mystery woman
who is always two steps

ahead of Bruce Wayne, is
gorgeous and bold as she
morphs into Wonder Woman.
She deserves her own fran-
chise.

As this uneven film grinds
to an end, it sets itself up for
more shenanigans in more
episodes with more super he-
roes.

Comic book fans will flock
to this movie regardless.
Whether they come back to
see it a second or third time,
like they did for The Dark
Knight Rises or Deadpool, is
the question. If they do, Bat-
man v Superman: Dawn of
Justice will make a dent at the
box office. If they don’t,
Christopher Nolan and Chris-
tian Bale will look even bet-
ter in hindsight.
Read more movie reviews

by Dwight Brown here and at
www.DwightBrownInk.com.

Car Review
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Entertainment Too! Let NDG Entertainment be a part of your upcoming events! Contact jbrewer@northdallasgazette.com

Do you have an upcoming event? Contact NDG Entertainment at jbrewer@northdallasgazette.com

NDG Entertainment Ticket Giveaway!!! Visit us on Facebook to win tickets to
see Kirk Franklin @ Majestic Theatre, Sunday, April 10,2016!

Enter to Win!
Ticket Giveaway

Film Review: Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice

PROTEST, continued from Page 8



ing themselves up as the na-
tional champion for fairness
in the voting process. Even
more shameful is the fact
that only a relative few
members, among those who
have actually seen these
shenanigans take place, are
willing to stand up against
the NAACP’s corruption.

The good news is that a
group of members through-
out Ohio have followed the
lead of the Crittenden
County (Arkansas) and
Cincinnati branches by
seeking and winning a tem-
porary restraining order
against the national office
of the NAACP, due to its
continued interference in
local elections. The results
of the March 12th election
are being held in abeyance
by a Columbus, Ohio judge,
who will conduct a hearing
on April 7, 2016. You can
be sure that all evidence of
corruption, voter suppres-
sion, and election rigging
will be brought forth at that
time.

Aside from the obvious
hypocrisy displayed by the
national leadership of the
NAACP, not only in this
case, but also in several
other branches across the
country, their corrupt prac-
tices also point to a larger
problem. So-called Black

organizations like the
NAACP, despite their im-
plied social contract with
Black folks, can be swayed,
bought, rented, or leased
with nothing expected in re-
turn except a few dollars
under the table, a political
photo-op, or a nice hotel
suite. The NAACP needs to
stop abusing its members’
rights before purporting to

speak on our behalf.
As for nine Black organi-

zations suggesting they are
the repository of Black
power, here’s a question: If
they have power, why after
nearly eight years of a Black
President are we, as cited in
Morial’s State of Black
America Report, worse off
now and in “crisis?” As the
heads of those organizations
now intercede on our behalf,
by meeting with presidential

candidates, what would make
us believe Blacks will get
anything specific from the
next administration?
James Clingman is the na-

tion’s most prolific writer on
economic empowerment for
Black people. His latest book,
Black Dollars Matter! Teach
your dollars how to make
more sense, is available on
his website, www.Blacko-
nomics.com.

The right keynote speaker
for your event is not neces-
sarily going to be the best
keynote speaker for other
types of events. That is why
you have to consider several
important factors when se-
lecting a keynote speaker for
your next event. In fact, by
applying these simple con-
cepts, you might be able to
find the perfect speaker for
your event and save money
at the same time.

Key #1: Consider the
age and gender of your

audience
The average age and gen-

der of your audience is one
of the most important factors
when selecting a speaker.
Some speakers are great at
connecting with younger
crowds of college students

and those in their twenties.
At the same time, there are
other speakers who have dif-
ficulty connecting with the
younger audience but are
able to quickly win the trust
of those who are a bit older.
Whatever the average age
and gender of your group
may be, find a keynote
speaker who connects well
with your audience.

KEY #2: Know the end
result you want after the

talk
Make sure to get clear on

the exact result you want as
your keynote speaker walks
off of the stage. If you want
the crowed to be deep in
thought, that is quite differ-
ent than wanting to have the
crowd on their feet clapping
and whistling. At the same

time, if you want to educate
your audience, it is very dif-
ferent than entertaining the
audience. Every speaker has
a unique style and if you are
going to select the right one
for your next event, you are
going to want to get com-
pletely clear on what end-re-
sult you want.

KEY #3: The size of
your event

Not all speakers were cre-
ated equally and while some
speakers do extremely well
in small groups, others
struggle with small groups
but thrive in settings with a
large audience. Consider
what size your event is going
to be and then find a keynote
speaker who has experience
speaking to groups of about
that size. Of course, if you

cannot find a speaker with
the exact requirements you
have, it’s always better to go
with one who has experience
with larger audiences be-
cause that’s a much easier
adjustment. The best
keynote speaker for your
event will be one who is
comfortable with your audi-
ence.

KEY #4: Years of
speaking experience mat-

ters
As with most things in the

world, experience certainly
matters. While you are
searching for the best
keynote speaker, try to find
someone who has many
years of experience as a
speaker rather than one who
may have a big name but has
not been speaking for very

long. While bringing in
someone with a recogniza-
ble name helps, keep in
mind that experience and
quality is more important at
the end of the day.

KEY #5: Industry in-
sider vs. outsider

The final consideration is
if you want to bring some-
one who understands your
specific industry well or you
want to bring someone who
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Get those profits moving in the right direction call Nina 972-885-5044 for advertising!

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com

Market Place

See SPEAKER, Page 13

Investors Liquidation Sale:
Laurel Land Cemetery Burial Plot For Sale (one space)

Section # 3, Space # 15, Lot # 20

Laurel Land Cemetery charges for cost of single Plot:  $3995.00
Discount Amount, if you act right away: <$1745.00> (your savings)

Your Cost: $2250.00

Call Today! 
972.432.5219 

(leave message,if no answer)

Dennis Jarvis / Flickr

We buy 1998-2006 Models
• Must be in good running condition
• Title must be free from liens
• Easy steps to follow, hassle free
selling processing. No ad posting,
no games with dealership sales.
• Quick transaction, you get your
cash fast. We pay you on the spot.

Call today for appointment
at your location

1-972-432-5219
Leave message if no answer, someone 

will get back to you.

BACKS, continued from Page 3

Five keys to selecting the best keynote speaker for your event



Two UT Dallas business
school graduate students
have developed an app that
helps people interactively
explore popular neighbor-
hoods in the Dallas-Fort
Worth area.

Omeed Shams and An-
drew Brown, graduate stu-
dents in innovation and en-
trepreneurship, developed
Kwest in fall 2014. 

The app, which can be
downloaded in the App
Store, uses riddles, puzzles
and games to guide people
through neighborhoods
such as Dallas’ Bishop Arts
District, Uptown, Deep
Ellum and even attractions
like the Dallas Zoo. 

“It’s a better way to ex-
plore the city using a game
platform,” Shams said.

The students met when
Brown pitched the idea for
Kwest through the Startup
Launch program at the
Naveen Jindal School of
Management. The pro-
gram’s graduate-level
courses help students de-

velop, refine and evaluate
business concepts before
taking them to the market-
place. 

Shams, who had worked
for years in his family’s
software business, signed

on to develop the app that
would flesh out Brown’s
brainchild.

“I loved the idea,” Shams
said. “I thought I could
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Reader Advisory: the National Trade Association we belong to has purchased the following classifieds. Determining the value of their service or product is advised by this publication. In order to avoid misunderstandings, some ad-
vertisers do not offer employment but rather supply the readers with manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should you
send any money in advance or give the client your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair company does business only over the
phone it is illegal to request any money before delivering its service. All funds are based in US dollars. 800 numbers may or may not reach Canada.

To advertise call 972-509-9049 Email (ad for quote) opportunity@northdallasgazette.com

CADNET/NORTH DALLAS GAZETTE
National and Local Classified Advertising Network

Career Opportunity College Educated Readers read the NDG. Contact Nina Garcia at 972-509-9049 for Career Opportunity Advertising

Autos Wanted
A-1 DONATE YOUR
CAR FOR BREAST
CANCER!  Help
United Breast Foun-
dation education, pre-
vention, & support
programs.  FAST
FREE PICKUP - 24
HR RESPONSE - TAX
DEDUCTION  855-
403-0213

Employment
US Postal Service
Now Hiring. 1-800-
269-9731 $21/hr avg.
w/ Fed. Ben. incl. to
start. FT/PT.  Not affil-

iated w/ USPS. 

Health & Fitness
Lung Cancer?  And
Age 60+?  You And
Your Family May Be
Entitled To Significant
Cash Award.  Call
877-265-1956 for In-
formation.  No Risk.
No Money Out Of
Pocket

VIAGRA 100MG and
CIALIS 20mg! 50 Pills
$99.00 FREE Ship-
ping! 100% guaran-
teed. CALL NOW! 1-
866-312-6061

VIAGRA 100mg,
CIALIS 20mg. 60 tabs
$99 includes FREE
SHIPPING. 1-888-
836-0780 or
www.metromeds.on-
line

**SPRING SPECIAL**
VIAGRA 60x (100
mg) +20 "Bonus"
PILLS for ONLY
$114.00 plus ship-
ping.  VISA/ MC pay-
ment.  1-888-386-
8074 www.newhealthy
man.com Satisfaction
Guaranteed!!

Misc. For Sale
KILL BED BUGS! Buy
Harris Bed Bug
Killers/KIT. Hardware
Stores, The Home
D e p o t ,
homedepot.com  

Miscellaneous
AVIATION Grads work
with JetBlue, Boeing,
Delta and others- start
here with hands on
training for FAA certifi-
cation. Financial aid if
qualified. Call Aviation
Institute of Mainte-
nance 866-453-6204

Make a Connection.
Real People, Flirty
Chat. Meet singles
right now!   Call
LiveLinks. Try it
FREE. Call NOW: 1-
888-909-9905 18+.  

Wanted to Buy
CASH PAID- up to
$25/Box for unexpired,
sealed DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS. 1-
DAYPAYMENT.1-800-
371-1136

Wants to purchase
minerals and other oil
and gas interests.

Send details to P.O.
Box 13557 Denver,
Co. 80201

ADVERTISE to 10 Mil-
lion Homes across the
USA! Place your ad in
over 140 community
newspapers, with cir-
culation totaling over
10 million homes.
Contact Independent
Free Papers of Amer-
ica IFPA at danielle-
burnett-ifpa@live.com
or visit our website
cadnetads.com for
more information.

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com

FREE
RENT

Same Day Move-In • GREAT Location!! (Dallas)
STOP PAYING SO MANY FEES! Our rent is FULL SERVICE. We pay for utilities – electricity,
heating, air conditioning, and janitorial services … it’s all included! No “Plus-E”– No “CAM.”NO
PERSONAL OR BUSINESS FINANCIAL HISTORY REQUIRED! GREAT DEALS ON ONE-
ROOM SUITES! --- STOP PAYING TOO MUCH RENT! (Just North of Downtown Dallas)

• Surveillance Camera • No Application or Application Fees 
• Five-Page lease - Short & Simple • Extremely Competitive Rates 

• Same-Day Move-In • Flexible Lease Terms 
• On-site Management, Maintenance, Leasing and Space Planning 

• Ample, Convenient Parking • No Credit Check
• Beautiful Glass & architecturally unique Building!
Rent Starting at $199 per month (9.99/sq.ft.)

Office / Medical Space 
1327 Empire Central (@ I-35 Stemmons Freeway)

Dallas, TX 75247
(972) 432-5219 

See KWEST, Page 16

Experience city's fun features with
entrepreneurs' app called Kwest



The Carrollton-Farmers
Branch School District (CF-
BISD), located near Dallas,
Texas, is hosting a Teacher
Job Fair on Saturday, April
9 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at R.
L. Turner High School lo-
cated at 1600 S. Josey Lane
in Carrollton. Attendance at
the job fair is free but appli-
cants must register to at-
tend.  Registration is avail-
able online at www.survey-
monkey.com/s/cfbisdjob-
fair2016. 

Each year, CFBISD hires
200 teachers to fill vacan-
cies in campuses across the
district.  Applicants with
certifications to teach chil-

dren Pre-K through twelfth
grade are encouraged to
apply.  Applicants can apply
online for teaching posi-
tions at www.cfbjobs.com. 

CFBISD encompasses
53.42 square miles and is
located primarily in north-

west Dallas County with a
smaller portion in southeast
Denton County. The school
district’s boundaries are not
the same as municipal
boundaries; therefore, Car-
rollton-Farmers Branch In-
dependent School District

provides instructional serv-
ices to children who live in
portions of Carrollton,
Farmers Branch, Addison,
Coppell, Dallas, and Irving.
For more information about
CFBISD, visit www.cf-
bisd.edu. 

Attention Suppliers of Goods,
Services and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
www.bidsync.com

www.garlandpurchasing.com

972-205-2415
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SPEAKER,
continued from Page 11

Statewide African
American
Press\Association
is seeking a
statewide sales
representative.

The Texas Publish-
ers Association is
seeking a
statewide sales
representative to
represent the overall sales objective for the
organization. Individual must have a proven
sales track record with local and regional
sales strategies.

Also the individual must be:
• A self-starter
• Have excellent written and verbal commu-
nication skills
• A visionary
• Professional
• Have excellent organizational skills
Previous advertising agency and direct
sales experience a plus. Position is com-
mission based.

Serious inquiries only.
Please email resume to

inquiries1909@gmail.com or leave a mes-
sage for the position at 972-432-5219.

DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING AND
REWARDING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE
OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

• Competitive wages
• Array of benefits

• Education incentive pay
• ...and more

REGISTER ONLINE TO TAKE
THE CITY OF IRVING’S NEXT

CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM

www.cityofirving.org
The City of Irving does not discriminate on the
basis of race, sex, religion, age or disability in

employment or the provision of services.

Drivers: Regional
between Houston,

Dallas, OKC.
Good Hometime!
Benefits! CDL-A,

1yr exp.
Hazmat,Tanker,

TWIC a plus.
855-922-2556

Carrollton-FB school district to host job fair

March 30, 2016
Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing business
in the North Texas market since 1963. With clients such as TxDOT, Dallas
County Public Works, and the Cities of Dallas, Fort Worth, Richardson and
Mansfield (plus many others), we have a strong backlog of work in the highway
market locally.
We are currently hiring for the following positions:
 Laborers (Earthworks, Underground, Paving)
 Finishers (Paving, Paving/Straightedge)
 Flagger
Work Zone Barricade Servicer
 Dozer Operators
 Trackhoe Operators
 Loader Operators
 Blade Operators
 Mixer Operators
 Roller Operators
 CDL Drivers (Fuel Truck)
Available: multiple openings
Rate: Negotiable
Must have own transportation
Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (depending on
position)
Physical and Drug Screen Required
Must have a Clear Background 
Must be at least 18 years old

Ed Bell
Construction 
Company

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Must apply in PERSON, Monday – Friday from 8am to 11am 
@ 10605 Harry Hines Blvd.

Please visit our website: www.edbellconstruction.com/careers
Or email your resume to: careers@edbellconstruction.com

is a complete outsider and
doesn’t  know anything
about your industry. 

If you choose an industry
insider, you will have the ad-
vantage of someone who can
connect with your audience
more and possibly teach
them something about the
industry. 

At the same time, many
conferences purposely bring
in people who don’t know
anything about the industry
because the keynote can be a
great opportunity to allow
your attendees to take a
break from the usual parts of
your conference.

Focus on these three keys
when selecting a keynote
speaker and you will almost
always end up with a great
keynote speaker for your
event. 

Interview as many speak-
ers as it takes and make sure
you take the time to select
the best keynote speaker for
your event because the qual-
ity of your keynote address
can set the tone for the rest
of your event.



BETHEL BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP,
CARROLLTON
(A PLACE TO

BELONG)

April 3, 9:45 a.m.
You’re invited to our Sun-
day Morning “Prayer and
Meditation” followed by
Morning Worship Service at
10 a.m.  See what God is
doing through and with us;
you will be blessed.  

April 3, 12 Noon
How do you impact others?
Join us Sunday at noon in
Bible Study; Senior Pastor
Woodson, Pastor Brenda
Patterson and others will
teach a series on “Design
for Discipleship, Book 2
through Book 7.”  

Learn how to introduce oth-
ers to Christ and make Him
known to them; to help oth-
ers know and grow in God’s
word; and to give others
clarity and direction.

April 6, 7 p.m.
Join us in Wednesday’s
Prayer and Bible Study
Class with Senior Pastor Dr.
Woodson and/or Pastor
Brenda Patterson teaching a
series on “Design for Disci-
pleship, Book 3 through
Book 7.”   Spiritual matu-
rity is God’s desire for you.
It’s Time to Grow; Eph-
esians 4:12 & 13.

Dr. Terrance Woodson,
Senior Pastor
1944 E. Hebron Parkway
Carrollton, TX  75007
972-492-4300
www.bethelbiblefellow-
ship.org 
______________________

CHRIST COMMUNITY
CHURCH

IN RICHARDSON

April 3, 9 a.m. and
11 a.m.

You’re invited to join us for
morning worship as we
praise and worship God for
His blessings.

April 6 
Join us at 12 Noon with
Rev. Viveca Potter teaching
on the Word of God; come
back at 6:45 p.m. for Cor-
porate Prayer and stay for
Senior Pastor Autry at 7:30
p.m. teaching on the Word
of God.  Our youth will

come for Food and Fellow-
ship at 7 p.m. followed by
Bible Study at 7:30 p.m.

Dr. Terrence Autry,
Senior Pastor
701 Centennial 
972-991-0200
Richardson, TX 75081
www.Chr i s t communi -
tyrichardson.org
______________________

FELLOWSHIP
CHRISTIAN

CENTER CHURCH IN
ALLEN

“THE SHIP”

April 3, 8 a.m.
Join us in our Sunday Serv-
ices as we praise and wor-
ship God in the Joycie
Turner Fellowship Hall,
200 West Belmont Drive in
Allen; followed by our Sun-
day Worship Services at
Bolin Elementary School in
Allen, Texas 75002 and
bring someone with you,
you will be blessed.

April 6, 12 p.m.
You’re invited to our
Wednesday’s 12 Noon-Day
Live, Prayer and Bible
Study and/or our Wednes-
day Night Live, Prayer and
Bible Study at 7 p.m. to
learn more about God’s
Word at the Joycie Turner
Fellowship Hall, 200 West
Belmont Drive in Allen.  Be
encouraged by God’s plan
for your maturity and His
glory; and most of all, be
prepared to grow.

April 24, 8 a.m.
Every 4th Sunday

Calling All Youth!  Join our
Hype Sunday Worship (first
service only) on our main
campus at 200 West Bel-
mont Drive and be blessed.

Dr.  W.  L. Stafford, Sr., Ed. D.
Senior Pastor
5705 Cheyenne Drive
at Bolin Elementary School
in Allen 75002 for Sunday
Morning Worship and the
Admin. Building Address
is 200 W. Belmont Drive
Allen, TX   75013 
972-359-9956
www.theship3c.org
______________________

INSPIRING BODY OF
CHRIST CHURCH,

Let’s Go Fishing!
MATTHEW 4:19 

April 1, 7 p.m.
All men, you’re welcome to
our Men’s Friday Night
Service for fellowship and
learning what God requires
of men as leaders of house-
holds and in the community.

April 3, 7:30 
and/or 11:30 a.m.

You’re invited this Sunday
as we praise, worship,
honor and magnify God’s
Holy name.

April 4, 7 p.m.
Join us in Monday School
as we learn what God has to
say to us.

Pastor Rickie Rush
7701 S Westmoreland Road
Dallas, TX  75237
972-372-4262
www.Ibocchurch.org
______________________

MT. OLIVE CHURCH 
OF PLANO (MOCOP)

April 3, 10 a.m.
Join us for Sunday Worship
Service as we praise and
worship God for His Honor
and His glory.  Call the
church for details.

April 6, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our
Wednesday’s Bible Study
class; you will learn what
God has to say to us.  Come
to be encouraged by God’s
plan for your spiritual
growth and His glory.

Pastor Sam Fenceroy
Senior Pastor and
Pastor Gloria Fenceroy
300 Chisholm Place
Plano, TX  75075
972-633-5511
www.mocop.org
______________________

MT. PISGAH
MISSIONARY

BAPTIST CHURCH

April 3, 10 a.m.
You’re invited to join us in
our Worship Service at our
new home, 1020 Sherman
Street in Richardson, Texas.
Call the church for details.

April 4, 9 p.m.
Join us for our Intercessory
Prayer Ministry and our
Monday’s Conference calls. 

R. W. Townsend, Senior
Pastor
1020 Sherman Street
Richardson, TX  75081
972-241-6151
www.dallasmtpisgah.org 
______________________

NEW MOUNT ZION
BAPTIST CHURCH

April 3
You’re invited to join us for
Early Morning Services at
7:30 a.m., followed by Sun-
day School at 9 a.m. and
Morning Worship at 10:30
a.m.   

Dr. Tommy L. Brown
Senior Pastor
9550 Shepherd Road
Dallas, Texas  75243
214-341-6459
www.nmzb.org 
______________________

SHILOH MBC
IN PLANO (WHERE

COMMUNITY 
BECOMES FAMILY)

April 3, 10 a.m. 
Join us as we praise and
worship God in our Morn-

ing Worship Services.  You
will be blessed.

April 6, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our
Wednesday’s Bible Study to
learn more about God’s
Word.  Come and be en-
couraged by God’s plan for
your maturity and growth;
it’s all for His glory and His
honor. 

Our church ministries offer
opportunities for motivation
and growth; join us and see. 

Dr. Isaiah Joshua, Jr.
Senior Pastor
920 E. 14th Street
Plano, TX   75074
972-423-6695
www.smbcplano.org 

WESTSIDE BAPTIST
CHURCH,

LEWISVILLE

April 3,
7:45 and 10:45 a.m.

You’re invited to join us for
Sunday Morning Worship
Service, as we praise and
worship God for His many
blessings.

April 6, 12 Noon
Join us for Prayer and Bible
Study with Pastor Bessix
teaching on the word of 
God and praying for the
sick. 

Minister Thomas Bessix
Senior Pastor
900 Bellaire Blvd.
Lewisville, TX  75067
972-221-5668
www.wbcchurch.org
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NDG now has a “Special Advertising Package”for
churches and non-profit organizations that need to
let the community know about your Special Event.

Opportunity You Can Measure...
Church Events
• Church Anniversary
• Pastor’s Anniversary
• Women’s Day
• Men’s Day

Non-Profit Org. Events
• Fundraisers
(Concerts)

• Special Events
(Personal or Community)

Special Rate $199
(Black & White, per insertion)

Ad size - 4.905”x 6”(Quarter Page, B&W)
(NOTE: Color Ad $75 extra per inserion)

Production disclaimer - NDG ad meake-ready is not included in promotion.
Layout/production of “copy ready”ad will be a nominal extra cost.

E-mail ad copy to: Marketing@NorthDallasGazette.com
or call our Marketing Department today!

972-509-9049



Theme: “Working to
Form a  More  Per fec t
Union: Honoring Women in
Public Service and Govern-
ment.”

Every year the National
Women’s History Project
selects a unifying theme to
be shared with all who want
to promote women’s his-
tory. 

A nonprofit educational
organization founded in
1980 to bring women’s sto-
ries and contributions to the
fore. The project was the
force behind getting Con-
gress to designate Women’s
History Month officially.

It’s design to celebrate
strong women who have
made, or who are making a
difference.

Lucy Craft Laney, (1854-
1933):  She was born a
slave in Macon, GA.  She
became Founder/Principal
of Haines Normal Institute
in GA.  Laney was taught to
read and write at the age of
four by her master’s sister,
who helped her attend At-
lanta University. When
funds promised from the

Presbyterian Board of Mis-
sions for Freedom did not
materialized for a private
school for Blacks, Laney
raised the money herself.
Her school was opened in
1886.  In 1975, it had grown
to a prospering educational
community of over 1,000
students.

Ella Baker, a civil rights
activist, was a driving force
in the creation of the coun-
try's premier civil rights or-
ganizations.  After graduat-
ing as valedictorian from
North Carolina's Shaw Uni-
versity in 1927, Baker
moved to New York City
during the depression.

She was a founding
member of the Young Ne-
groes Cooperative League,
whose members pooled
funds to buy products and
services at reduced cost.  In
1957 Baker and several
Southern Black ministers
and activists established the
Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference, a major
force in organizing the civil
rights movement.

Bessie Coleman, the first
Black American woman
aviator, had a postage stamp
issued in her honor in 1995.

Ethel L. Payne was the
first Black woman to re-
ceive accreditation as a
White House correspon-
dent.  Ruffles, fluted collars,
and pleats were very popu-

lar in Victorian-era clothing. 
Susan Knox’s fluting iron

made pressing the embell-
ishments easier.  The trade-

mark featured the inventor’s
picture and appeared on
each iron.

Evelyn Ashford,

winner of four Olympic
gold medals in 1984, 1988,
and 1982.  Also won a sil-
ver medal in 1988 and was

inducted into Track and
Field and Women’s Sports
Hall of Fame in 1997.

Two famous quo-
tations by Ashford:  “I take
pride in everything I do.  I
don’t want to be handed
anything.  I want to earn it.” 

“I can't run forever. I de-
cided to go back to school
for my degree, because I
know now there's more to
life than track.”

Wilma Rudolph, “The
World’s Fastest Woman,” as
a child suffered from polio
and wore leg braces for
years, she won three gold
medals in sprint events at
the 1960 Olympic Games in
Rome, Italy.

Some famous quotations
by Rudolph:   “Never un-
derestimate the power of
dreams and the influence of
the human spirit.  We are all
the same in this notion: The

potential for greatness lives
within each of us.”

“My mother taught me
very early to believe I could
achieve any accomplish-
ment I wanted to. The first
was to walk without
braces.”

“The triumph cannot be
had without the struggle.
And I know what struggle
is.

I have spent a lifetime
trying to share what it has
meant to be a woman first
in the world of sports so that
other young women have a
chance to reach their
dreams.”
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a city councilmember in Carrollton.
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bring it to life with my tech-
nical background.”

Basically the game plat-
form launches users onto an
interactive adventure —
sort of a combination digi-
tal scavenger hunt and
guided tour.

Shams and Brown devel-
oped a paper-based mock-
up of the game, tried it out
with UT Dallas students and
then built the platform last
fall. Brown has since left
the day-to-day operations of
Kwest to focus on social en-
trepreneurship projects.

Meanwhile, Shams is

helping organize a real-life
version of Kwest from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday,
April 23, at the 5-acre
Klyde Warren Park in
downtown Dallas. Atten-

dees will be able to embark
on scavenger hunts through
15 “pop-up” neighborhoods
in Dallas, and vendors will
provide samples and prod-
ucts for free.

For now, the free app is
available only in the App

Store. Merchants, restau-
rants and businesses can ad-
vertise and partner, Shams
said.

Shams wants to continue
using what he’s learned in
his innovation and entrepre-
neur classes.
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer

You do the crime, you do
the time.

If you’re willing, in other
words, to misbehave or
break the law, you need to
be willing to face conse-
quences. But what if the
crime doesn’t match the
punishment? What if your
sentence doesn’t have a pe-
riod at the end?  Or what if,
as you’ll see in “Incarcera-
tion Nations” by Baz
Dreisinger, you didn’t com-
mit a crime at all?

As a white Jewish Eng-
lish professor who focuses
on African American cul-
tural studies and is passion-
ate about working with
about-to-be-released pris-

oners, Baz Dreisinger says
she’s used to surprising peo-
ple. Her “peculiar blend of
identities” is unique – and
so was her idea of a two-
year journey to visit prisons
around the world.

The statistics that spurred
her are “devastating:” More

than 2 million people are
behind bars in America ,
making the U.S. the
“world’s largest jailer.”
There are more African
Americans in jail today than
were enslaved 166 years
ago; one in fourteen black
men is incarcerated in the
States. American prisons
hold 160,000 “lifers,” as
compared to fewer than
sixty lifers in Australia.

America ’s prison model,
says Dreisinger, is exported
around the world. But the
world, as she discovered, al-
tered those plans.

In Rwanda , where vio-
lence between Hutus and
Tutsis horrified us a genera-
tion ago, she discovered that
bribery and corruption are

“rampant” but prison pro-
grams bring criminals and
victims together to attempt
forgiveness.

In South Africa , in the
prison where Nelson Man-
dela was held, she learned
that apologies are nice, but a
phone call to a prisoner’s
mother does even more.

In Uganda , where over-
crowding leads to horrific
conditions and corruption is
“endemic,” she learns that
prisoners are hungry for
beauty in words. In Thailand
, she toured women’s pris-
ons where guards are re-
quired to know women by
their names and faces, not
their numbers. She visited
Australia , which began as a
penal colony; Singapore, a

“Disneyland with a death
penalty” and an exciting
reentry program; and Nor-
way, where prisoners can
“spend up to half” their sen-
tences off-premises.

When “Incarceration Na-
tions” first crossed my desk,
I expected to read horror
story after horror story but,
surprisingly, that’s not at all
what I got. Instead, there’s a
lot in here about recidivism,
reentry, and forgiveness.

While I suppose one could
argue that, in the making of
this book, author Baz
Dreisinger saw only what
officials wanted her to see,
there’s much more to this
story: Dreisinger was never-
theless still able to draw sta-
tistical parallels between

American prisons and, say,
Singapore’s, where recidi-
vism rates are far less than in
the U.S.; or Norway’s,
where prisoners are jailed
near their home communi-
ties. Furthermore, Dreisinger
uses her experiences as the
founder of the Prison-to-
College Pipeline program in
New York to show how pun-
ishment is more effective if
there’s a glint of hope tied up
in it.

This is not a soft-on-crime
book; instead, it’s more a
meditation on making pris-
ons more productive, instead
of merely a warehouse for
individuals. And if that’s a
concern of yours, then “In-
carceration Nations” is truly
worth your time. 
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KWEST, continued from Page 12

Andrew Brown and Omeed Shams, graduate students in innovation
and entrepreneurship, developed Kwest, a free app that takes its users

on a digital scavenger hunt/guided tour of neighborhoods.


