
By David Wilfong
NDG Contributing Writer

There is much criticism of the
American legal system when it
comes to the way it deals with mem-
bers of the minority community.
Particularly in recent months, the
way it deals with young black men.
On two sides of the issue, many
condemn the lack of indictments in
cases where white police officers
shoot and kill unarmed black men.

Additionally, there has long been
contention that minorities, being ac-
cused of the same crimes as whites,
are more likely to be indicted and
convicted. Black citizens are cur-
rently incarcerated in the country’s
jails at a much higher rate per
capita, which only seems to solidify
this contention made by the African
American community.

Part of the equation as to whether
or not indictments are brought
against police, minorities or anyone
else, is who is sitting on the grand
jury which hears the case. In Texas,
the last legislative session intro-
duced changes to the process that
might help alleviate the disparity.

House Bill 2150 dictates that in
Texas the grand jury process will
begin to look more like the process

for jury selection in individual crim-
inal cases. The opening of the
statute reads, “The district judge
shall direct that 20 to 125 prospec-
tive grand jurors be selected and
summoned, with return on sum-
mons, in the same manner as for the
selection and summons of panels for
the trial of civil cases in the district
courts.”

A special town hall forum on the
changes to the grand jury selection
process will be held on Wednesday,
Aug. 10 at the Bill J. Priest Institute
(1402 Corinth St., Room 2200). The
event will run from 6;30 to 9 p.m.

and will feature former Dallas
County First Assistant District At-
torney Heath Harris and other local
officials.

In the past, grand jurors have
been appointed by commissioners,
which led many to believe that such
juries did not reflect the community
at large, only the friends of the de-
cision-makers.

“The new law mimics what I did
for years and years,” said John
Creuzot, a former state district judge
in Dallas. “I decided to stop doing

NDG’s View

When there is an injus-
tice, justice must always
be met on both sides. Un-
fortunately, in the Black
community, justice is only
seemingly delivered when
a pol ice  off icer  is  in-
volved. Over the past
three years, the real iden-
tity of America has been
revealed to the world.
Leaving Black communi-
t i e s  a c r o s s  A m e r i c a
rocked to their cores. Re-
peatedly, videos and news

headlines showing White
police officers take shoot
first, ask questions later to
the next level. The com-
munity continues to watch
unarmed Black boys and
men gunned down.

Public outcry, civil un-
rest, and protest became
the moniker of the com-
munity, even across the
world. However,  police
departments remained
silent. Until on a Thursday
night in downtown Dallas
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Grand Jury selection
process could be a key to
finding judicial equality
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Gloria Mayfield Banks Genesis Davila Jacob Pena
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The failure to indict police officers in the wake of shootings of unarmed blacks has led to
criticism and massive protests across the country. Changes in the grand jury selection
process in Texas is seen by some as a step toward a solution. (Photo: Amir Aziz / Flickr)
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MIAMI – Miss Florida
U S A  2 0 1 7 ,  G e n e s i s
Davila, who was stripped
of her crown by pageant
officials was joined by her
attorney Richard Wolfe
during a press conference
to declare her innocence
and to announce a $15
million lawsuit against the
pageant owners and exec-
u t ive  producer  Grant
Gravitt.

Gravitt accused Davila,
24, of breaking pageant
rules by getting her hair
and make-up profession-
ally done. He claimed the

evidence was the posting a
photo on her social media.

Wolfe filed a lawsuit in
M i a m i - D a d e  C i r c u i t
Court, asking a judge to
issue an emergency in-

junction restoring her title.
The attorney presented an
enlarged photo of the In-
stagram post that Gravitt
cited as a violation of pag-
eant rules.

T h e  p h o t o  W o l f e
showed in a Monday press
conference was dated for
July 9, 2016, eight days
before the contest, accord-
ing to the lawsuit. Wolfe
said that Gravitt had
cropped out the date on the
Instagram post to falsely
smear Davila's name.

“This is the smoking
gun,” said Wolfe. “No one
is going to have their hair
and makeup done nine

days in advance of a pag-
eant.”

Davi la  was  crowned
Miss Florida on July 16
after competing against 64
other women but she was
dethroned six days later.

“I would first like every-
one to know that I am in-
nocent,” said Davila dur-
ing the press conference.
“All of these false allega-
tions have taken me com-
pletely by surprise. I have
face many challenges in
my life, but nothing like
this. I am honest and a
hard worker who was
raised with ideals and
principles. I am putting all

of my faith in my attorney
and the legal system to
prove my innocence and
save my reputation.”

According to the law-
suit, Gravitt also accused
Davila of lying about her
US citizenship forcing her
to hire a lawyer to prove
that she was indeed a citi-
zen of the US.

Davila was born in Ar-
royo, Puerto Rico and is of
Afro-Puerto Rican her-
itage. During her pageant
career, she has competed
in and earned several pres-
tigious international titles.

Davila represented Ar-
royo at the Miss Universe

Puerto Rico 2013 pageant,
where she finished as 1st
Runner-Up. As first runner
up, she represented Puerto
Rico at Miss Interconti-
nental 2012 in Germany
where she finished as 1st
Runner-Up and won the
title of Miss North Amer-
ica Intercontinental.

Davila won Miss World
Puerto Rico in 2014. She
represented Puerto Rico at
the Miss World 2014 in
London, making her the
first woman of predomi-
nately African heritage to
represent Puerto Rico at
Miss World.

Collin College alum Jacob
Peña was honored with the
National Young Adult Man
of the Year Award at the 87th
Annual LULAC (League of
United Latin American Citi-
zens) National Convention,
July 12-16 in Washington,
D.C.

Peña, of Allen, was the
vice president of Collin Col-
lege’s LULAC council last
year and has been heavily in-
volved in LULAC and in the
community. He was recently
elected as the Deputy Direc-
tor for Young Adults for the
state of Texas during the or-
ganization’s state convention
in early June. He will be
transferring to The University
of Texas in Austin for the fall

semester to pursue a degree
in Government. 

“Over the past few years, I
have learned that when you
do work like this; advocacy,
organizing, and service, you
cannot expect to be explicitly
awarded or praised. The
award you look for is in the
work you do,” Peña said. “It
is in the changes you make

and in the lives you impact.
Receiving this award from an
organization that represents
such valuable action and
progress is an incredible
honor, and I only hope that I
can live up to what this award
means with more action
moving forward.”

LULAC was founded in
1929 and is the oldest and
most widely respected His-
panic civil rights organization
in the United States of Amer-
ica. LULAC was created at a
time in the country’s history
when Hispanics were denied
basic civil and human rights,
despite contributions to
American society. 

The founders of LULAC
created an organization that
empowers its members to
create and develop opportu-
nities where they are needed

most.
LULAC has considered

education its number one pri-
ority since it was established
in 1929. As part of LULAC’s
educat ion  e ffor t s ,  the
LULAC National Scholar-
ship Fund (LNSF) was estab-
lished in 1975 to provide
scholarships to Hispanic stu-
dents attending colleges and
universities.

Under the LNSF program,
local LULAC Councils, in
partnership with local and na-
tional businesses, award
scholarships to students in
their communities. LNSF is
administered by the LULAC
National Educational Service
Centers, Inc., a non-profit ed-
ucational organization estab-
lished by LULAC to provide
educational programs for
Hispanics and other youth.

(PRNewswire)  What
started as a small goal to
make $200 extra dollars a
month turned into a record-
setting accomplishment
and extraordinary success
story for Mary Kay Inde-
pendent Elite Executive
National Sales Director
Gloria Mayfield Banks.
The Detroit, Mich. native is
the first African American
woman to hold the number
one position within Mary
Kay's independent sales
force in the United States
based on year-to-date earn-
ings.

Banks started her Mary

Kay business in 1988 to
earn extra money to pay for
her children's daycare
costs. For nearly two
decades, the entrepreneur
has blazed a trail within the
global cosmetics company

by breaking numerous
company records including
achieving the status of
Mary Kay Independent
Elite Executive National
Sales Director, a position
held by only three women
in the United States. A
graduate of Howard Uni-
versity and Harvard Busi-
ness School, Banks also
holds an Honorary Doctor-
ate from University of
Maryland Eastern Shore.

"What it means to me to
be the first African Ameri-
can to achieve the number
one position within Mary
Kay's independent sales
force is hope and possibili-
ties," said Banks. "When-
ever someone you know or

someone that looks like
you achieves something
that no one else has done, it
just opens up a possibility.
I tell people that I joined
Mary Kay for the money
but I fell in love with the
recognition. Being around
ambitious women who kept
God first, family second
and career third was intox-
icating because I didn't
have that anywhere else."  

As leaders within their
industry, Independent Na-
tional Sales Directors often
mentor other Mary Kay
business owners by sharing
best practices, knowledge
and guidance on running a
s u c c e s s f u l  b u s i n e s s .
Throughout her Mary Kay

journey, Banks has traveled
the world to inspire and
train future leaders within
the company's independent
sales force, which exceeds
3.5 million people in more
than 35 markets around the
world. 

"Gloria has been instru-
mental in helping our com-
pany grow by enriching
w o m e n ' s  l i v e s  i n  t h e
United States and through-
out the world," said Darrell
Overcash, President of
Mary Kay U.S. "Her lead-
ership, dedication and pas-
sion for Mary Kay has in-
fluenced and encouraged
c o u n t l e s s  n u m b e r  o f
women." 

Banks will be recognized

for her accomplishments at
Mary Kay's annual Semi-
nar in Dallas. The event,
running July 24 through
Aug. 6 at the Kay Bailey
Hutchison Convention
Center Dallas, is comprised
of four back-to-back con-
ferences and is one of the
largest events in North
Texas. The convention is
focused on recognizing
Mary Kay Independent
Beauty Consultants for
their achievements while
also providing education,
inspiration and motivation
for the year ahead. 

Banks resides in Balti-
more, Md. with her hus-
band, Ken Banks, and they
share four adult children. 
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when a lone sniper, Micah
Johnson, shot 14 police of-
ficers, killing five. Two
shooting victims were civil-
ians.

First and foremost, the
North Dallas Gazette does
not condone the actions of
Johnson.  We do, however,
support our living and fallen
officers. But we must ask
why can’t public officials –
including police department
across America – publicly
reach out to the grieving
families to condemn the ac-
tion of rogue police officers
who caused this mess? Why
do only the police officers
receive the support and
love, but not the families
who lost their loved ones at
the hands of police officers
who abused their power to
protect?   There can be no
real atonement and recon-
ciliations without acknowl-
edging the pain inflicted on
the African American fami-
lies by bad cops. Far too
many times everyone has
watched the news and made
too many demands for
change. Frequently calling
for change addressing the
cops who are abusing their
civil duties to protect and
serve. Within weeks or even
days, another unarmed man
is shot.

For example,  an unarmed
Black man in Miami was on
his back holding hands ex-
tended in the air saying
“don’t shoot” before he was
in fact shot. All too often
fatal shots are flushing out
black lives. With no valid-
ity. No cause.

Then to add insult to in-
jury, these victims are crim-
inalized through the main-
stream media as if on trial
for being murdered. Then
the real victim’s families
feel called upon to defend
their loved one’s reputation,

while they grieve their loss.
This media coverage and
social media speculation
leave family tormented
even further. No continual
public apology is offered.
Meanwhile, the fallen offi-
cers are decorated and re-
membered in vast dedica-
tions and valor, while Black
families are left holding the
bag.

In the death of Philando
Castile, a 4-year-old girl
was placed in the back of a
police car after witnessing
the death of her mother’s
boyfriend. Then she had to
bear the responsibility of
consoling her grieving
mother. The same happened
in Baton Rouge, La., when
a 15-year-old son was left to
console his grieving mother.

Certainly, no one advo-
cates denying the officers
due process. But in this age
of social media, the public is
far more aware of these in-
cidences of police shoot-
ings. Many times the reports
include a video of the en-
counters. After watching it
unfold, following an inves-
tigation the public remains
disappointed. Not a single
officer received an indict-
ment. With a continual lack
of justice in the courtroom,
concerned citizens are left
to turn to the streets to de-
mand justice. But we cannot
forget our other tool: the
ballot box.
The silence is deafening
In the famous words of

Dr. Martin Luther King, “In
the end, we will remember
not the words of our ene-
mies, but the silence of our
friends.”

With all due respect to
Dallas Mayor Mike Rawl-
ings, State Senator Royce
West and  police associa-
tions across America, your
words are tone deaf without

a public apology and out-
right condemnation of cops
shooting and killing of
Black citizens in America.
When was the last time you
heard a police department
publicly condemn one of its
own for the unnecessary
killing of a citizen?

Black parents spend
many restless nights worry-
ing about the safety of their
children. The easiest re-
sponse is, “Teach them how
to act.” But what if we have,
but the officers lack training
or have a racial bias or
both? Then what? Does that
mean your cops still are
right to treat us unfairly?

Any healing process must
include officers speaking
out on what sometimes feels
like open hunting season on
people of color. It would go
a long way to helping the
community feel heard and
understood if other elected
officials followed the lead
of Minnesota’s Governor
Mark Dayton.

Dayton stepped outside of
his comfort zone and called
the tragedy in Minnesota for
what it was: racism and
murder. Why are we not of-
fering the Dayton more
public support and why has
his voice faded away? Our
community should applaud
his efforts and lend our sup-
port to him. No elected offi-
cial is perfect, but he stood
up and spoke an uncomfort-
able truth –  – and will
likely pay political conse-
quences for it unless we
demonstrate he has our sup-
port.

Where will our leaders
take us?

Now, what is the city of
Dallas going to do, Mayor
Rawlings? You pledged to
tackle the issues of racial di-
vision. You have called on
our society to take on and
seek justice in cases where
police officers behave in un-
lawful ways against citi-
zens. At the same time, you
are asking the community to
support “the 99 percent of
good officers” who do their
jobs well. We agree, but we
also believe it should start
by weeding out the wrong-
doers, regardless of race.

“We can address this
issue,” West said. “We don’t

need to continue to be di-
vided. Past generations have
addressed issues of divi-
siveness in this country and
in this world and were suc-
cessful. Our generation
must now step up, stop talk-
ing the talk, and walk the
walk.”

To you State Senator
West, what are you going to
do? You believe that it’s
time to end the talk and
begin the walk, right?

Sounds good, Senator
West, a good start is when
the 2017 Texas legislative
session kicks off What laws
will you put on the agenda
to address our concerns?
Will you address better test-
ing and screening to identify
rogue cops who perhaps are
more inclined to shoot first
and ask questions later, as
we witnessed in Miami ear-
lier this month?

West can we address the
secret grand jury process
which behind closed doors,
unidentified to the public,
men and women continually
let these police officers go?
Is it not the time to put a
face on the members of
these proceedings?  At the
very least we could dialog
with them learn more of
how they arrived at deci-
sions which we so vehe-
mently disagree. If the pub-
lic saw at least a few of
these cops face a jury of
their peers, the frustrations
would not run so deep and
would likely serve as a de-
terrent. The continual lack
of judicial accountability
has weakened our faith that
we are participating in a fair
game.

Who will step forward
and encourage not only dia-
logue, because talk is
cheap? We want real action
on these issues. Or will
those who ask questions
continue to be villainized
for not supporting the police
officers? We believe it is
possible to support ab-
solutely the police who put
their lives on the line to pro-
tect us daily. But in a free
society, do we have the right
to acknowledge there must
be change when we clearly
see a broken system?

What steps are we taking
now?

SUPPORT, continued from Page 1



Giving heart attack pa-
t i e n t s  a  h i g h  d o s e  o f
omega-3 fatty acids from
fish  o i l ,  da i ly  for  s ix
months after a heart attack
improved the function of
the heart and reduced scar-
ring in the undamaged
muscle, according to new
research in the American
Heart Association’s journal
Circulation.

The heart’s shape and
function can be altered
after a heart attack, a con-
dition known as post-heart
attack remodeling and it is
linked with poor patient
outcomes and could lead to
heart failure. Therapies
that can improve healing of
the heart or prevent ad-
verse remodeling, remain

scarce.
A previous study found

that omega-3 fatty acids
from fish oil were associ-
ated with improved sur-
vival for heart attack pa-
tients, but the role of
omega-3 fatty acids in im-
proving the structure and
tissue of the heart in pa-
tients receiving current
guideline-based therapy
after a heart attack was un-
known.

In the new OMEGA-RE-
MODEL randomized clin-
ical trial, researchers found
compared to those taking a
placebo, patients taking a
dose of 4 grams of omega-
3 fatty acids daily for six
months:

• experienced a 5.8 per-

cent reduction in left ven-
tricular end-systolic vol-
ume index:  a  c l in ica l
marker that can predict pa-
tient outcome after a heart
attack; and

• had a 5.6 percent re-
duction in a measurement
of scarred connective tis-
sue (fibrosis) formation in
the non-damaged heart
muscle.

“Heart failure is still a
major problem after a heart
attack despite all the ther-
apy we have and the ad-
vances in interventional
care,” said Raymond Y.
Kwong, M.D., M.P.H.,
senior author of the study
and director of Cardiac
Magnetic Resonance Imag-
ing, Brigham and Women’s

Hospital and an associate
professor of medicine at
Harvard Medical School in
Boston, Massachusetts.
“Our findings show that
omega-3 fatty acids are a
safe and effective treat-
ment in improving cardiac
remodeling, so it may be
promising in reducing the
incidence of heart failure

or death, which are still
major healthcare burdens
to patients who suffer a
heart attack.”

Researchers said these
r e s u l t s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t
omega-3 fatty acids  allow
the heart to contract better,
and also reduces the fibro-
sis in the region that is not
damaged.

The researchers also ob-
served a reduction in bio-
markers for inflammation,
suggesting that omega-3
fatty acids have some anti-
inflammatory properties.

The study involved 360
heart attack survivors, half
were given a high dose

Health www.NorthDallasGazette.com
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Omega-3 fatty acids from fish oil, may aid healing after heart attack

AUSTIN – Texas Medi-
caid will cover the cost of
mosquito repellent for
women who are between
the ages of 10 and 45 or
pregnant, HHS Executive
Commissioner  Charles
Smith announced this week.

The decision is in re-
sponse to the possibility of
local transmission of the
Zika virus, which is spread
primarily by mosquito bite.
Zika can cause severe birth
defects in unborn children
whose mothers are infected
while pregnant.

"The best way to protect

yourself from Zika is by
avoiding mosquito bites,"
Smith said. "There is cur-
rently no vaccine to prevent
the disease or drug to treat
it, making it essential that
people use mosquito repel-
lent to protect women and
unborn babies."

To be covered, a doctor
must prescribe the repellent
and the client must pick it
up at a pharmacy. Clients
can present their Medicaid
prescription card just like
they would with any pre-
scription.

Women in the following

programs are covered:
Medicaid, CHIP, CHIP-
Perinate, Healthy Texas
Women, Family Planning.

Eligible women can get
up to two cans per month
through Oct. 31. Patients
can call doctors to ask for a
prescription, and the doc-
tors may call it in to a phar-
macy. Office visits should
only be required if there is a
medical necessity. All the
protocols and procedures
are expected to be in place
to allow clients to begin
picking up the repellent on
Aug. 9.

HHSC has previously de-
termined the following
Zika-related items are cov-
ered under current Texas
Medicaid benefits: Family
planning services, Contra-
ceptives, Diagnostic testing,
Targeted case management,
Physical therapy, Long term
services and support, Ace-
tometophin and oral elec-
trolytes for Zika symptoms,
Potential coverage for addi-
tional ultrasounds for preg-
nant women.

For more information
about the Zika virus, visit
TexasZika.org.

Medicaid will pay for mosquito repellent to fight Zika

Dallas summers are like
grueling marathons for your
air conditioner: They’re al-
ways running. Of course,
this increases your utility
bills (that’s a colossal un-
derstatement). But it also
increases the chances that
your A/C will break down
costing you time, money
and most importantly your
safety. A recent study by
wallet.com revealed that
40% of American's house-
hold budget is spent on en-
ergy bills, the peak season is
summer.  

• Check the drain line
(unless you like floods in
your home)  

• Visual Available : One
cup of this will keep your
AC running for under a
$1.00

• Change your air filter
(how this causes major is-
sues) 

• Visual Available: Show
the best & worst type of fil-
ter to use 

• Clean the air condi-
t i o n e r ’s  o u t s i d e  u n i t
(4X4X4 space all around
the unit) 

• Visual Available: Fo-
liage that is good & bad

When it Overheats Air
conditioners can also over-
heat. When they do, they
usually trip the circuit

breaker. But many home-
owners will just flip the cir-
cuit switch back on without
another thought.

Big mistake! The circuit
breaker’s job is to protect
your home and appliances
by shutting off the flow of
electricity when the current
flow gets too high. If it
keeps tripping,  it’s usually
due to other problems and
there are safeties in place to
shut the compressor down
independent of the circuit
breaker. Otherwise you
could cause your air condi-
tioner to break down from
constantly overheating.

Stay cool in summer and avoid
costly AC break-downs



I RV I N G  –  A n t i o c h
Christian Church will hosts
its Community Fest 2016,
Saturday, August 13, 2016,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

This day of celebration is
designed as an outreach ef-
fort to serve all residents of
the DFW Metroplex. The
day activities will feature
Live Christian music,
bounce house fun, free
food, free clothing give-

aways, summertime cool
treats, and more. 

This year's event will
feature a special Back To
School Bash that will in-
clude face paintings, bal-
loon fun, and a Special
School uniform giveaway
including school  back-
packs.

Norris McGill, Senior
Pastor of Antioch Christian
Church said, "The mission

statement of our church is
building people to reflect
Jesus. Jesus is our ultimate
example of caring for oth-
ers. It is my heart's desire
to serve the people of this
local community and share
with them the love and
heart of Jesus through the
simple act of giving back. 

“We are not asking for
anything from anyone, but
ready to just reach out to

help those that may need a
helping hand. All items are
being distributed for free!"

Since its inception, The
Annual Community Fest
has served persons from all
ethnic, socio-economic and
religious backgrounds.
Community resources from
various agencies will join
us to offer valuable infor-

mation and services includ-
ing blood pressure screen-
ings, The Texas Workforce
Commission, mental health
awareness information, the
Irving Independent School
District, the local Fire and
Police Departments and
more.

“Community Fest 2016
will be an experience of

FREE family fun for every-
one. This event is open to
the city of Irving and the
ent i re  DFW Metroplex
Community.

For more information
about Community Fest
2016 and our church, visit
our website at www.anti-
ochchurchfamily.org. or
call 970-756-0010.

omega-3 fatty acids and
half placebo, beginning
within a month of the heart
attack. Because the study
participants were given
high doses of omega-3s in
addition to their other med-
ications, patients were
under a physician’s care
and observed for any po-
tential adverse outcomes
by study authors through-
out the study.

The treatment was found
to be safe and effective.
Both groups received treat-
ment based on guidelines
issued by the American
College of Cardiology
Foundation and the Ameri-
can Heart Association.
Blood tests were used to
confirm that patients in the
omega-3 fatty acids group
were taking the treatment.

Co-authors are Bobak
Heydari, M.D., M.P.H.;
Shuaib Abdullah, M.D.;
James V. Pottala, Ph.D.;
Ravi Shah, M.D.; Siddique
Abbasi ,  M.D.;  Damien
Mandry, M.D., Ph.D.; San-

jeev A.  Francis ,  M.D.;
Heidi Lumish, B.S.; Brian
B. Ghoshhajra, M.D.; Udo
Hoffman, M.D.; Evan Ap-
pelbaum, M.D.; Jiazhuo
H. Feng, B.S.; Ron
Blankstein, M.D.; Michael
Steigner,  M.D.;  Joseph

P.  McConnel l ,  Ph .D. ;
William Harris, Ph.D.; El-
liott M. Antman, M.D.;
and  Michae l  Je rosch-
Herold, Ph.D. Author dis-
closures are on the manu-
script.

The  Nat iona l  Hear t ,
Lung, and Blood Institute
funded this study.

Community News
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HEART, continued from Page 4

Youth groups from Dallas alumni chapters of Phi Beta
Sigma and Zeta Phi Beta hosting joint youth open house

Calling all Dallas area
youth. Mark your calen-
dars!

The Zeta Phi Beta Soror-
i t y,  I n c .  K a p p a  Z e t a
Chapter’s youth groups
(Pearlettes ages 4-8 years
old, Amicettes 9 to 13, and
Archonettes ages 14-18)
will partner with Phi Beta
Sigma Fraternity, Inc. Theta
Mu Sigma Chapter’s Sigma
Beta Club (Ages 8-18) will
host their annual Joint

Youth Open House on Sat-
urday August 27, at 10:30
a.m. at the Lakewest Fam-
ily YMCA located at 3737
Goldman St., Dallas, Texas
75212.

The mission of the Zeta
Youth Auxiliaries is to help
young females  grow cultur-
ally, socially and education-
ally by providing a carefully
designed program of activi-
ties, aimed to enhance the
mind, body, and spirit as

they work within their vari-
ous communities to help
others.

Sigma Beta Clubs offer
unique opportunities to ex-
emplify wholesome values,
leadership skills, educa-
tional enhancement, busi-
ness training and develop-
ment, and social and cul-
tural awareness to male
youths at a most critical
stage in their personal de-
velopment. Members learn

the importance of serving
others and establish lifelong
friendships as well as mean-
ingful relationships

To RSVP for this event
visit: https://2016dallasy-
outhopenhouse.eventbrite.c
om.  Please email for ques-
tions or more information:

• timothychrischeryl-
@sbcglobal.net – Sigma
Beta Club

• 3rdanti@kappazpb.org
– Kappa Zeta Youth Groups

Antioch Christian Church to host its annual
Community Fest and Special Back To School Bash



After a three-decade ab-
sence, Richland College will
revive its wrestling program
in the fall of 2016. As a re-
sult, Richland will become
the only two-year college of-
fering a wrestling program
in Texas and, for the first
time, also will include a
women’s team.
An opportunity for high

school wrestlers and
women

“We’re one of only three
two-year schools in the
Southwest region with a
wrestling program,” said
Bill Neal, physical education
f a c u l t y  m e m b e r  a n d
wrestling coach at Richland.
“A lot of kids in this area
can’t afford to go to a four-
year school and don’t have
the grades to go to a univer-
sity, so we’re an option for
them which they didn’t have
before.”

Wrestling has experienced
a revival at the high school
level, and those student-ath-
letes are looking for colleges
were they can compete. Neal
pointed out that 21 schools
in the Dallas Independent
S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  h a v e
wrestling programs; most of
them have girls’ teams, too.
More than 11,000 boys and
4,000 girls wrestle in Texas
High schools.

“In the past, I had to re-
cruit kids from El Paso,
Oklahoma City and Baton
Rouge,” he added. “Restart-
ing the program here was a
no-brainer. These kids had
no place to go, so we
cranked up the program
again.”

According to Neal, about

32 institutions in the U.S.
have women’s wrestling
programs.

Neal said before the pro-
gram was resurrected that he
organized a wrestling club
called “Wounded Ducks”
(the school’s official mascot
is the Thunderduck), and
kids were able to compete in
tournaments as individuals.
Three women were club
members, and at least one is
coming back in the fall.

“The women wrestlers
were older. They wanted to
get into it because it helped
their martial arts. Most of
them are mixed martial arts,

and wrestling helped their
leg take-downs and that sort
of thing. I hope to get more

girls into the program,” Neal
stated. “If they’re good
enough, they could go to the

Olympic Training Center.”
Olympic dreams

Dustin Basham, a sopho-
more who is studying kine-
siology, said he plans to train
with Neal at Richland for as
long as he can, but his dream
is to go to Olympic trials and
represent the United States
in the future. “Once I get to
that point, I want to go into
coaching,” he said.

The 19-year old coaches

“Team Punisher,” a squad of
wrestlers ages 4 to 16 years
in a Dallas-area wrestling
club. “I just love the oppor-
tunity to teach kids. I feel
like I’ve learned from them,
and I feel like I can share my
knowledge with kids and
hope to motivate them to get
to higher levels than I did.
That’s my whole goal: to see
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Richland resurrects wrestling program after decades-long hiatus

A successful asphalt company in the Mid-cities
area has openings for:
Truck driver with a CDL
• Current CDL and endorsements.  
• 1+ years of verifiable experience. 
• Satisfactory driving record for the last 3 years
(determined by Company driving standards).  
• Must pass pre-employment drug screen and
DOT physical.  
• Must speak and write in English.  
• Must be able to work extended hours, including
weekends.  
• Must be able to legally work in the United
States.

Labor and Equipment operators: Asphalt and
Stabilization crews
• Must pass pre-employment drug screen and
physical.  
• Must speak and write in English.  
• Must be able to work extended hours, including
weekends.  
• Must be able to legally work in the United
States
Come talk to us and see what we have to offer!

(817) 267-3131
Monte or apply in person: Reynolds Asphalt
8713 Airport Freeway, Suite 100, North Richland
Hills, Texas, 76180

EEO

Booker T. Washington High string quartet
to join the pros for Aug. 2 performance

The Booker T. Washington High School for the Performing and Visual
Arts String Quartet from left, Damian Garcia, Diana Zavala, Molly
Martinez and Messiah Ahmed. Photo courtesy of Michael Jacko.

When the touring show
“Beatles vs. Stones – A Mu-
sical Shoot Out” comes to
the Arlington Music Hall at
7:30 p.m. on Aug. 2, the
Booker T. Washington High
School for the Performing
and Visual Arts String
Quartet will join the profes-
sional musicians on stage to
add some orchestral texture
to the evening.

The show pits Rolling
Stones tribute band Jump-

ing Jack Flash against rival
Brit boys Abbey Road in an
all-out musical showdown
for rock dominance. The
string quartet will perform
seven songs with the bands.

Booker T. Washington
High students Messiah
Ahmed (Violin I), Diana
Zavala (Violin II), Damian
Garcia (Cello) and Molly
Martinez (Viola) will join
the bands for the songs
“Eleanor Rigby,” “Yester-

day,” “A Day in the Life,”
“Hello Goodbye,””Hey
Jude,” “As Tears Go By,”
and “Ruby Tuesday.”

In addition to performing
with the school’s Varsity
String Orchestra, all quartet
members play with the Dal-
las Symphony Young
Strings Program and the
Dallas Regional All-Honors
Orchestra. The young musi-
cians have received consis-
tently superior ratings at the

state level of solo and en-
semble competitions.

The producers of “Beat-
les vs. Stones” approached
Booker T. Washington High
Director of Orchestras
Michael Jacko looking for a
talented ensemble which
could hold their own with a
rock band in front of an au-
dience. The show com-
monly uses a local quartet
to augment the production
while on tour.



Residents are invited to
cheer on Irving’s young
baseball stars 10 to 11:30
a.m. Aug. 5 during the Sec-
ond Annual Mayor's Play
Ball: Whiffle Ball Game at
Northwest Park Recreation
Center, 2800 Cheyenne St. 

Irving Parks and Recre-
ation campers, ages 5 to 12
years old, will be learning

the rules of baseball and
playing catch with police
officers and recreation cen-
ter staffers. The event also
will feature several guest
speakers who will talk
about the importance of fit-
ness, teamwork and leader-
ship. 

When: 10 - 11:30 a.m.,
Aug. 5

Where: Northwest Park
Recreation Center, 2800
Cheyenne St., (972) 721-
2529

Irving Parks and Recre-
ation Department wants to
welcome back joggers, cy-
clists and nature lovers to
the northern section of
Campion Trail. 

The Army Corps of Engi-
neers announced in late July
it is limiting floodwater re-
leases into the Trinity River.
For months, these releases
from Lakes Lewisville and
Grapevine into the Elm
Fork of the Trinity River
created varying levels of
flooding along north Cam-
pion Trail. The Corps’ new
lower-level releases al-
lowed the City of Irving to
reopen portions of the trail
quickly once the areas were
cleaned.

However, the intermittent
heavy flooding caused in-
frastructure damage, and
some sections of Campion

Trail will remain closed at
this time. Park patrons
should be aware that some
damaged sections and
amenities are not yet safe
for use. These areas have
been isolated, and signs are
posted to warn visitors to
keep out.

Trail sections that will re-
main closed until repairs are
completed include:

Sam Houston Trail: A

500-foot section of the trail
collapsed when a retaining
wall succumbed to flood
waters. Safe portions of
Sam Houston Trail have
been opened. See Map

T.W. Richardson, Bird’s
Fort, California Crossing
and Spring Trail parks: A
number of river overlooks
and nature trails were sub-
jected to repeated flooding,
which eroded the Trinity

River banks and caused
substantial damage and/or
unsafe conditions at these
locations. 

T. W. Richardson Park:
The canoe launch remains
closed to the public. See
Map

Bird’s Fort Park: A dam-
aged sewer line at the park
has not been accessible until
now to facilitate repairs.
Until further notice, this
section will remain closed. 

Parks crews continue to
clean the trail, facilities and

other infrastructure as wa-
ters continue to recede and
more sections dry out.
These areas will open for
recreational enjoyment as
soon as possible. Visitors
are advised to pay close at-
tention to posted signage. 

Arts & Entertainmentwww.NorthDallasGazette.com Plano / Irving
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North Campion Trail reopens in Irving for residents, visitors use

Irving hosts second annual Play Ball Event

The Art Centre Theatre is
pleased to partner with The
Plano Arts Coalition and
The Historic Downtown
Plano Association to an-
nounce Plano Artfest, the
newest event coming to the
Arts District, in Plano.

On Saturday, Sept. 17,
2016, they, along with other
area organizations will pres-
ent the Plano Art Fest. The
festival is a free community
event for families and art
lovers of all types. 

Come between 10 a.m.
and 11 a.m. to see excerpts
from ACT’s presentation
the Tony Award Winning
Musical “In The Heights”
brought to you by the Art
Centre Theatre.

All the events of Artfest
week will lead up to the

one-day festival held from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. in the new
McCall Plaza. 

Food trucks will be on
site and beer and wine
available for purchase in
McCall Plaza next to Artist
Village. Festival attendees
can also experience any of
the award-winning restau-
rants in the Historic Down-
town Arts District.

Local artists and vendors
are encouraged to partici-
pate in the festival either
with a booth reservation in
Artist Village or booking a
performance timeslot for
the McCall stage. All inter-
ested artists and groups can
fill out the online artist ven-
dor application located on
the event’s website.

Plano ArtFest set to
debut in September



FORT WORTH
Volunteers sought

for Special
Olympics

Special Olympics Texas
– Greater Fort Worth Area
is hosting its annual Bocce
Competition for more than
200 local athletes on Sat-
urday, Aug. 6 at Stampede
Sports Arena, an indoor
facility in Southlake, from
8:15 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  Ap-
proximately 95 volunteers
are needed to assist with
various duties during the
event, including score-
keeping, measuring ball
distance, escorting ath-
letes and presenting
awards. Prior experience
is not required. Those
able to volunteer can
sign up for a shift here:
https://goo.gl/P4JwzQ.
Lunch will be provided
for individuals volunteer-
ing all day.

For more details about
this event, please call Dal-
ton Hill at 817-332-3433.

GARLAND
Remington offers
free cuts for kids
Students may not be

ready for summer to end,
but at least they can head
back to school looking
and feeling their best,
thanks to Remington Col-
lege's Cuts for Kids pro-
gram.

Throughout the month
of August, Remington
College is again providing
free back-to-school hair-
cuts for students 17 and
under. Cuts for Kids al-
lows parents to save some
money on the cost of get-
ting kids ready to go back
to school, and students in
the Remington College
cosmetology program get
real-world, hands-on ex-
perience with actual

clients as part of their edu-
cation.

Remington College has
provided more than
15,000 free back-to-
school haircuts through its
Cuts for Kids program.

Here's how to partici-
pate at Remington College
Dallas Campus:

Dates: Tuesday, Aug. 2
- Wednesday, Aug. 31

To schedule an appoint-
ment: Call The Salon at
Remington at 972-698-
3890.Walk-ins are also
welcome.

Hours: Tuesday - Satur-
day, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Address: 1640 Eastgate
Dr. in Garland.

Parents can also get a
free salon service during
Cuts for Kids; anyone
who brings in a donation
of school supplies - pens,
pencils, notebooks, etc. -
can get a free haircut,
manicure, or pedicure for
themselves. All the school
supplies collected will be
given to local schools for
students in need.  

All Cuts for Kids hair-
cuts will be provided by
students and instructors in
the Remington College's
Cosmetology Diploma
program. The program
teaches students the art of
hair, skin and nail care
through traditional class-
room instruction and

hands-on training in The
Salon at Remington,
which allows students to
work with real clients.

For more on the Rem-
ington College Cosmetol-
ogy Program, visit rem-
ingtoncosmo.com or call
1-800-448-6405.

LEWISVILLE
WBC hosts sixth

annual charity golf
tournament

Westside, the Greater
Works Church and Older
Wiser Leaders Ministry
(OWL) of Lewisville invite
golfers to the Sixth Annual
Charity Golf Tournament
benefiting the Aubree Butts
Leadership Memorial Schol-
arship.  The tournament will
be held Saturday, September
24, 2016 at the Riverchase
Golf Course – 700 River-
chase Drive- Coppell, Texas.

Shotgun scramble time is
8 a.m.  The registration fee is
$85 per player and due by
September 18, 2016.  Regis-
tration fee includes the green
fee for 18 holes of golf, a cart
and range balls.  An Award
and Recognition Luncheon
will be held when players
finish their round of golf.   A
Silent Auction and Raffle
will be held during the
luncheon. 

Trophies will be awarded
for the longest drive,
straightest drive and closest
to the pin. 1st, 2nd and 3rd
place trophies will be
awarded to teams based on
the lowest handicap scores.

Golfers, sponsors, and
donors may register and pay
online at www.wbcchurch.org 

For more information and
reservations, please contact
Al Duncan at Aldun-
can1@aol.com or (214) 763-
7356.
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Volunteers are desperately needed for the Special Olympics Bocce
competition on Aug. 6.

The Remington College Cosmetology Prpgram will be offering free
haircuts for kids in Garland.

Celebrating its 20th an-
niversary, Dallas Mayor
Mike Rawlings will host the
Mayor’s Back to School
Fair on Friday (Aug. 5)
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Automobile and Centennial
buildings at Fair Park. 

numerous dignitaries and
sponsors will participate in
opening ceremonies at 7:35
a.m. at the main stage out-
side the Centennial Build-
ing. 

The Skyline High School
drum line and the Woodrow
Wilson Sweetheart Drill
Team will perform begin-

ning at 7:15 a.m. Other pre-
fair entertainment will in-
clude GoNoodle and Jill
Beam leading exercise ac-
tivities. 

The Mayor’s Back To
School Fair is a one-stop
shop event for Dallas fami-
lies complete with free
health, dental and vision
screenings; immunizations;
haircuts; school supplies
(for qualifying participants)
and more. Educational in-
formation and services, in
English and Spanish, will be
offered at dozens of com-
munity resource booths on

topics such as crime preven-
tion, fire safety, parenting,
health, nutrition and more.
Dallas ISD staff will answer
questions and distribute in-
formation on magnet
schools, psychological and
social services, family liter-
acy and college-readiness
programs. New this year,
Pre-K through elementary-
age students will receive
colorful backpacks in addi-
tion to school supplies. 

Focusing on helping stu-
dents with many of their

Mayor’s Back to School Fair
returns to Fair Park for 20th year

See FAIR, Page 12



By McKenna Wierman
NDG Special Contributor

We’ve all got the secretly
slightly-embarrassing thing
we are crazy fans of. Some
people are totally obsessed
with Batman, others know
the name of every single
Pokemon. For me, a child-
hood fear of Harley Quinn
developed into a fascination
with the character. And I’m
HUGE fan of Hayao
Miyazaki, a.k.a., one of
Japan’s greatest animation
directors of all time.

This weekend, embrace
your inner nerd. Whether
you’re just a casual fan of
comic books, or you know
enough about your favorite
super hero you should have
a PhD. in Marvel, this is the
weekend to be free.  Time to
ditch your work clothes and
bust out your super hero
cape! This weekend in Dal-
las embrace your inner fan
and geek out at one of these
alternate universe inspired
events happening around
town.

Friday – 7 p.m. – Mid-
night – Suicide Squad Re-
lease Party – AMC 16 Val-

ley View Mall
Suicide Squad is finally

going to be released in the-

aters! Join other fans as they
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A big top spectacle of
global proportions, the 2016
production of UniverSoul
Circus takes fans of all ages
on an unforgettable journey
of light, sound and soul. 

Get ready for electrifying,
edge-of- your-seat perform-
ances. Hailed as the most
interactive circus in the
world, UniverSoul Circus
opens in Dallas at South-
west Center Mall, August
16-21, 2016. Tickets went
on sale July 8 via Ticket-
master.com or 1-800-745-
3000.

As has become its trade-
mark after 23 years, Uni-
verSoul Circus will present
a multicultural/multina-
tional cast of rock-star per-
formers in 2016. Only
under the UniverSoul Cir-
cus one ring big top will
you be lucky enough to wit-

ness the Comedy Dog Act
from Chile, Aerial Duet
from Colombia, Pagoda
Bowl Acrobats from China,
Airborne Motorcycles from
Cal i forn ia ,  Car ibbean
Dance and Limbo from
Trinidad and Tobago, Russ-
ian Bar from Cuba, Contor-
t ionists  from Ethiopia,
Magical Tigers and disco
dancing Elephants from the
United States.

“Just like the circular ring
in which it sits, UniverSoul
celebrates cultures from
around the world and brings
them together under the big
top,” said Founder and CEO
Cedric Walker. 

“At this time in our his-
tory we need to come to-
gether, to embrace and learn
from each other. I believe
the circus naturally brings
people together. In 23 years

of searching for talent, I
have journeyed to every
continent to find a multicul-
tural, multinational mix of
talent to showcase.”

Leading the charge this
year as Ringmaster for Uni-
verSoul Circus is the multi-
talented Lucky Malatsi of
Johannesburg, South Africa.
Lucky, 27, has been per-
forming in front of an audi-
ence for 23 years. In 1999,

while performing in South
Africa, Lucky caught the at-
tention of Cedric Walker. 

By 2000, at the age of 10,
he was performing a popu-
lar duo contortionist act for
UniverSoul. Married with
two young kids growing up
in the back lot, Lucky
brings new meaning to the
term, multi-talented. He has
been an acrobatic hip hop
dancer, acrobat, contortion-
ist, trapeze artist, teeter-
board flyer, trampoline
artist and an acrobatic-
dunking whiz kid with bas-
ketballs.

The circus in its current
form is the result of more
than two decades of innova-
tion and improvement.

The first UniverSoul Cir-
cus show took place in 1994
in the parking lot of the old

Fulton County Stadium in
Atlanta. From the very be-
ginning, the circus received
rave reviews from critics
and fans alike. 

The Atlanta Journal Con-
stitution dubbed it “Cirque
du Soul,” when it debuted.
Circus Report, a trade
weekly, called it “a master-
piece of production, staging
and promotion.” 

The overwhelmingly pos-
itive initial response in-
spired Walker push forward
and to turn his dream of
running away with the cir-
cus into reality.

Southwest Center Mall is
located at 3662 West Camp
Wisdom Road, Dallas, TX
75237.

Visit www.universoulcir-
cus.com for more info,
show times, and schedules.

UniverSoul Circus set to play Dallas at SW Center Mall

This Weekend in Dallas:
Dress up and fan out



Car Review
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Dallas Theater Center
announced this week com-
plete details for the mind-
bending love story, Con-
stellations. Directed by
Wendy Dann,Constella-
tions will begin with a Pay-
What-You-Can perform-
ance on Wednesday, Aug.
24 and will run through
Sunday, Oct. 9. in the Dee
and Charles Wyly Theatre
Studio Theatre. Press Night
will be Sunday, Sept. 4 at
7:30 p.m. Tickets to Con-
stellations are on sale now
at www.DallasTheater-
Center.org and by phone at
(214) 880-0202.

"I am thrilled to launch
our new season with Con-
stellations," said DTC
Artistic Director Kevin
Moriarty. “Constellations
explores deep questions
about love, time, our infi-

nite universe and how each
choice we make in our
daily lives, both large and
small, sets off a chain reac-
tion of events that ulti-
mately determines our per-
sonal destiny. I’m im-
mensely happy to welcome
my dear friend and col-
league, Wendy Dann, back
to Dallas Theater Center to
d i r e c t  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l ,
thoughtful and emotionally
resonant play."

Written by Nick Payne,
Constellations introduces
audiences to a theoretical
physicist and a beekeeper
whose spellbinding, ro-
mantic journey breaks the
boundaries of the space-
time continuum. Selected
by the New York Times as
one of the 10 best plays of
2015, Constellations will
have the audience swim-
ming in a sea of infinite
poss ib i l i t ies  wi th  th is

wildly entertaining, grip-
ping drama that confronts
the difference between
choice and destiny.

"Constellations shows us
two perspectives on time:
the vast and the intimate,
the universe and the hive,
the cosmos and the bee,"
explained Dann. "In Con-
stellations, these two per-
spectives and people col-
lide, fall in love, divide, re-
unite, and marry in multi-

ple universes. The smallest
choice they make changes
the outcome of the next
minute, the next hour, and
the rest of their relation-
ship. If every encounter has
millions of potential out-
comes, this play asks: is
there one outcome that is
inevitable? One outcome
we all share? And how do
we use the time we have to-
gether before the inevitable
happens?"

Starring in the two-per-
son play is Diane and Hal
Brierley Resident Acting
Company member Alex
Organ (Dreamgirls, All the
Way, Sense and Sensibil-
ity) and Dallas-native Alli-
son Pistorius (Sense and
Sensibi l i ty,  Clybourne
Park).

Set in the round within
the Studio Theatre, Con-

stellations will come to life
with set and lighting de-
s igner  S teve  TenEyck
making his  DTC debut
alongside costume de-
signer Melissa Panzarello
and sound designer Ryan
Rumery. Anne Schilling
(Sense and Sensibil i ty,
Stagger  Lee,  Sher lock
Holmes: The Final Adven-
ture) returns to DTC as the
d i a l e c t  c o a c h  a l o n g
w i t h  L a u r e l  W h i t s e t t
(Clybourne Park) as the
Bri t ish Sign Language
consultant.

DTC’s Come Early spon-
sored by Wells Fargo will
take place one hour before
every performance and
will be led by Organ.
DTC’s Stay Late will take
place after each perform-
ance and will be led by
Pistorius.

Constellations coming to Dallas Theater Center



By Charlene Crowell 
NNPA Wire Columnist

It’s that time of year again
when days are longer, tem-
peratures are higher and auto
dealers advertise some of the
most tempting deals. And
while there’s nothing new
about new car fever or the
annual ad blitz, there’s a
good deal of news on how
consumers are choosing and
paying for their cars.

For example, new car
sales increased more than 5
percent from a year ago. At
the same time, the average
credit score for a new car
loan dropped to 710 and
even lower to 645 for a used
vehicle.

These data points pro-

vided by Experian, a major
market intelligence firm,
also recently reported that
today the average monthly
car payments are also at an
all-time high: $503 for a new
car and $376 for a used one.
Car loan terms are also
longer and the amounts fi-
nanced are both larger too.
On average, both new and
used car loans are respec-
tively 68 and 66 months.
The average new car loan is
now an all-time high at
$30,032.

“The continued rise in
new vehicle costs have kept
many consumers exploring
opt ions  to  keep  the i r
monthly payments afford-
able,” said Melinda Zabrit-
ski, Experian’s senior direc-

tor of automotive finance.
“As long as vehicle prices
continue to rise, we can ex-
pect leasing rates to grow
along with them.”

Consumers short on sav-
ings for a down payment,
but anxious for a new or
nearly-new car may opt for a
lease rather than a purchase
– a very complex transaction
with pitfalls of its own. Dur-
ing the first quarter of 2016,
nearly a third of all new car
transactions were leases.

For consumers, the really
‘good deal’ is tied not only to
the cost of the car, but also to
the terms of the sale as well.
Sale or lease prices, interest
rates, length and other items
are also important to the art
of ‘the deal’.

Unfortunately, all too
often consumers of color –
especially Blacks and Lati-
nos – consistently try to ne-
gotiate a ‘good car deal,’ but
often wind up paying more
than others. The practice of
car dealers adding extra in-
terest to a car loan has a long
history of discrimination that
has led to a series of multi-
million dollar settlements
with finance arms of major
auto manufacturers and
other ones with banks.

Fortunately, the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau
(CFPB) recently developed
a series of consumer re-
sources that can better in-
form those making deci-
sions. Topics included in the
series cover: how to plan for

a purchase; loan options and
how to better negotiate a car
loan. A consumer guide
available for download can
also serve as a handy refer-
ence, providing greater de-
tail on the process from de-
termining how much to bor-

row to closing the sale.
Most importantly, CFPB

provides specific steps to
take before going to dealers.
The CFPB strongly encour-
ages consumers to get an

kids succeed,” Basham said.
Basham had scholarship

offers from several universi-
ties while he was in high
school, and he is expecting
more in the future, but he
won’t transfer until fall
2017. “I feel like my
wrestling went from pretty
good – I thought I was de-
cent – to really confident in
everything I do. Every time I
step on the mat, I feel like
I’m light years ahead of any-
one I wrestle.”

George Haskins, who
went to high school with
Basham, also would like to
compete in the Olympic tri-
als. He took a year off after
high school, but he saw
Basham at a tournament,
and that got him interested in
going to Richland. He said
he has trained with wrestler
Andre Metzger, who has
won world championship
medals and also has com-
peted in Olympic trials.

“If I’m not able to be on
Team USA, I’d like to be a
science teacher and coach
wrestling,” Haskins said.

Discipline, history ar
important

Neal said wrestling helps
students outside of the gym
as well. “Wrestling is a
strong, disciplinary sport.
Student-athletes are very
disciplined in most cases be-
cause it takes a lot of work,”
he added. “Wrestling pro-

vides a good life lesson –
that life’s not always fair, but
you can take that and learn
from it.”

“It disciplines you in your
school work, and it keeps
you on task. It’s determina-
tion, basically. You have to
be determined in wrestling,
and you can transfer that to
your school work,” said
John Paul Robledo, who just
graduated from high school
and will attend Richland this
fall. Robledo, who is plan-
ning to study business, also
practices jiu-jitsu, a type of
martial art. Once he’s fin-
ished with his business stud-
ies, he said he hopes to open
his own gym and coach jiu-
jitsu and wrestling.

Neal said Richland’s
teams of the 70s and 80s
won multiple state collegiate
championships, and they fin-
ished second twice. But the
school had to drop the pro-
gram in the mid-1980s be-
cause the team had to travel
to Kansas nearly every
weekend for competitions,
and that was too much for
the students.

Now, as the program re-
turns, Richland’s teams will
have to compete against
four-year schools in the
Southwest, including the
University of Texas at
Austin, UT-Arlington, Texas
A&M University, the Uni-
versity of North Texas and

other community colleges in
the Southwest.

Recruiting has become
easier because some stu-
dents are just showing up at
the college, according to
Neal. “More and more just
walk in the door,” he added.
“One of our kids comes all

the way from Rockwall and
pays out-of-county tuition
because he likes our pro-
gram!”

For more information
about the wrestling pro-
gram at Richland, please
e m a i l  B i l l  N e a l  a t
BNeal@dcccd.edu.
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Marketplace

We buy 1998-2006 Models
• Must be in good running condition
• Title must be free from liens
• Easy steps to follow, hassle free
selling processing. No ad posting,
no games with dealership sales.
• Quick transaction, you get your
cash fast. We pay you on the spot.

Call today for appointment
at your location

1-972-432-5219
Leave message if no answer, someone 

will get back to you.

See CAR, Page 13

RICHLAND, continued from Page 6

Four things you should know before you sign that car loan



school-related needs, the
Mayor’s Back to School
Fair is a collaborative effort
between the City of Dallas,
Dallas ISD, Dallas area
schools, the public health
department, state agencies,
nonprofits, corporations and
volunteers.

Although pre-registration
has closed, eligible families
can still register at the fair
to receive free school sup-
plies. The free school sup-
plies are available only to
those who meet specific el-
igibility requirements (must

be public school students
pre-K through 12th grades
who reside in the City of
Dallas or attend a Dallas
ISD school, and meet the
2016 Federal Poverty In-
come Guidelines). A photo
id, proof of residency and
proof of income are re-
quired to qualify. 

Proof of Income may be
verified using paycheck
stubs from June, July or Au-
gust 2016 or a letter dated in
June, July or August 2016
on agency or company let-
terhead from an employer,

welfare office, caseworker,
or Social Security Adminis-
tration Office indicating an-
nual income and signed by
an agent of the company or
agency. Letter must include
contact phone number for
verification. Other qualify-
ing documents include a
Medicaid letter, Lone Star
Program Card and a Dallas
ISD letter indicating quali-
fication for free lunch pro-
gram. 

Also, for quicker service,
anyone planning to get im-
munizations is encouraged
to bring shot records to the
Fair.

that grand jury commis-
sioner thing, and go down
to the central jury room and
select people just on a ran-
dom basis. I had much,
much better minority repre-
sentation that way than I did
before.”

Dallas County Commis-
sioner John Wiley Price ex-
pressed a bit of cynicism in
terms of the new law and
what he expects it to ac-
complish.

“The more things change,
the more they basically re-
main the same,” Price said.
“It doesn’t change really the
power source. It only gives
them a little better opportu-
nity to involve (minorities).
But they could have done
that all along. I always
found it curious when
they’ve got to have legisla-
tive parameters to do what
they should be doing for the
right thing. So while it’s
being forced legislatively,
they could have been doing
it all along. There is nothing
that precluded them from
doing what the legislature is
now, basically giving them
guidance to do it.”

Creuzot said that not only
did his method of picking
grand jurors in the past lead
to more minority represen-
tation, it also solved a host
of other problems in the
process.

“The other thing that was
more important to me was
that people didn’t have
agendas,” Creuzot said.
“They were total strangers,

and they came in there to do
a job for three months, and
they seemed to enjoy it
more. Under the old system
we had people who wanted
on every year. And they al-
most became professionals.
Plus, you had agendas as I
said, and it just didn’t work
out as well as just a random
selection of people.”

He recalled many jurors
being there because they
didn’t have anything else to
do, or because they were
friends with commissioners,
and often if two commis-
sioners didn’t get along, that
could result in bickering on
the grand jury.

“Whereas once I started
doing the random selection,
all of that went away,”
Creuzot said. “I had no
more internal controversy.
People got along better.
They showed up more
often, more on time, and
things just turned out so
much better. So I’m actually
glad to see the law change
the way it is. It makes polit-
ical favoritism, takes politi-
cal patronage and all that
out of the grand jury sys-
tem.”

Regarding the disparity in
indictments and sentencing
for minority defendants,
Commissioner Price is
skeptical as to whether or
not the current changes in
legislation will be sufficient
to achieve judicial equality.

“You’re always hopeful,
but there’s nothing that’s
ironclad,” Price said. “I

mean, if you let me choose
the grand jury, I can almost
predict the outcome. So
what ’s  d i ffe ren t  now?
That’s my point. They could
have been doing this all
along. I just find it peculiar
that all of the sudden, be-
cause we now have some
legislation that says there’s
different composition and
make-up, etc., that all of the
sudden it’s going to be a dif-
ferent outcome? I don’t
hold out a lot of hope for
that.”

Creuzot seems to concur,
saying that most people
don’t realize the quantity of
cases being heard by grand
jurors, and that most likely

when police present cases
nine out of 10 will result in
indictments. But says mov-
ing forward there could be
some improvement.

“In the early 90s I ap-

pointed African Americans
to grand juries (and) there
was a different outcome in
the types of cases that were
indicted. And that caused a
big uproar in the system.
And what the system did
was they re-submitted those
cases at the next session, so
now they’re virtually an all-
white jury and they got them
all indicted. Unfortunately
that was the outcome. It did-
n’t make much difference.

“I think by and large,
cases are going to be in-
dicted, but I think there are
some certain circumstances
where more minorities on a
grand jury can make the dif-
ference, generally speaking,
but I think when you have
diverse people and you ask
them to take a particular case
and look at it, it may be help-
ful to have people that are
diverse, from different walks
of  l i fe ,  to  weigh in  on
whether a case should be in-
dicted or not.”

Getting more participation
on grand juries is a start, but
Price persists in his belief
that the key for African

Americans is more involve-
ment in all aspects of the
system. Boards and commis-
sions are great, but improve-
ments are needed in actions
as simple as voting.

“If people want to have
impact  with regards  to
boards, juries – the real issue
is public policy,” Price said.
“And you can’t do that when
you’re not voting and partic-
ipating in the system. In Dal-
las County, we’ve got 1.8
million people out of 2.5
million people who are 18
years of age and older.
We’ve got 1,250,000 people
registered to vote.”

At the end of the day,
Price said he feels that more
energy needs to be directed
at an overall level of politi-
cal engagement.

“The more things change,
the more they stay the same,
because we have not funda-
mentally understood public
policy and that happens at a
voting booth,” Price said.
“What people need to know
is, the power is already in
their hands. All they’ve got
to do is use it.”
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August 1, 2016
Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing
business in the North Texas market since 1963. With clients such as
TxDOT, Dallas County Public Works, and the Cities of Dallas, Fort Worth,
Richardson and Mansfield (plus many others), we have a strong backlog
of work in the highway market locally.
We are currently hiring for the following positions:
 Form Setters (Paving, Structures, Underground)
 Finishers (Paving)
 Laborer (Earthworks, Paving, Underground)
 Paving Machine Operator
 Excavator Operator
 Loader Operator
 Motor Grader Operator
 Roller Operator
 CDL Drivers (Water Truck, Fuel Truck, End Dump Truck)
Available: multiple openings
Rate: Negotiable
Must have own transportation
Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (de-
pending on position) 
Physical and Drug Screen Required
Must have a Clear Background
Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs)

Ed Bell
Construction 

Company
An Equal Opportunity Employer

Must apply in PERSON, Monday – Friday from 8am to 11am 
@ 10605 Harry Hines Blvd.

Please visit our website: www.edbellconstruction.com/careers
Or email your resume to: careers@edbellconstruction.com

FAIR, continued from Page 8

JURY, continued from Page 1



offer from a bank, credit
union or other finance
source before setting foot in
the dealership.

According to the Center
for Responsible Lending
(CRL):

• 80 percent of car loans
are financed through dealers;

• At more than one trillion
dollars, outstanding car
loans are the third highest
amount of consumer debt,
surpassed only by mortgages
and student loans; and

• Although borrowers of

color report trying to negoti-
ate loan terms more than
other consumers, they wind
up paying more for financ-
ing.

A fact sheet on how to
avoid a predatory car loan is
available on CRL’s web.

“Car prices are rising
faster than incomes, so con-
sumers are faced with taking
on longer loans,” said Chris
Kukla, CRL executive vice
president. “The CFPB’s new
guide rightly puts the focus
on the overall cost of the car.

Lenders are taking big
chances when making loans
for 7 or 8 years – borrowers
should think long and hard
before taking one.”
Charlene Crowell is a

communications manager
with the Center for Re-
sponsible Lending. She
can be reached at Char-
lene.crowell@responsible-
lending.org.

Attention Suppliers of Goods,
Services and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
www.bidsync.com

www.garlandpurchasing.com

972-205-2415
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Statewide African
American
Press\Association
is seeking a
statewide sales
representative.

The Texas Publish-
ers Association is
seeking a
statewide sales
representative to
represent the overall sales objective for the
organization. Individual must have a proven
sales track record with local and regional
sales strategies.

Also the individual must be:
• A self-starter
• Have excellent written and verbal commu-
nication skills
• A visionary
• Professional
• Have excellent organizational skills
Previous advertising agency and direct
sales experience a plus. Position is com-
mission based.

Serious inquiries only.
Please email resume to

inquiries1909@gmail.com or leave a mes-
sage for the position at 972-432-5219.

DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING AND
REWARDING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE
OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

• Competitive wages
• Array of benefits

• Education incentive pay
• ...and more

REGISTER ONLINE TO TAKE
THE CITY OF IRVING’S NEXT

CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM

www.cityofirving.org
The City of Irving does not discriminate on the
basis of race, sex, religion, age or disability in
employment or the provision of services.

North Dallas Gazette is looking for a
Writer / Stringer in the Irving Area.
Candidate would cover Irving City Council

Meetings & Irving ISD Board Meetings.
Also, Candidate would be a contributing writer,

submitting general interest stories from the Irving
area.

Interested?
Send resume and writing samples to:

inquiries1909@gmail.com

CAR, continued from Page 11

Experienced Print
& Web advertising

Indoor sales.
12.00 to 15.00 per hour

against commission.
Candidate must have 3 years of

Verifiable  experience.
Must be able to sell minority
Media, Print & Web 25 to 30

hours weekly.
Must be highly motivated 

and a Self-Starter.

ONLY EXPERIENCED 
ADVERTISING CANDIDATE

SHOULD APPLY.
Send Resume to:

Inquiries1909@ gmail.com
Or leave message @

972.432.5219

Humana Health Plan of Texas, Inc.
is seeking a Data Scientist for its Irving, TX loca-
tion./As a Data Scientist, you will work with large
scale unstructured data and fuse them with other en-
terprise data sources (such as claims, demographics)
to predict, quantify, and/or forecast various busi-
ness/health metrics; Collaborate with IT, operation
and business teams to provide expertise and assis-
tance in implementing new model results or enhance-
ments to ongoing business processes./Must have
Master’s Degree in Comp. Sci., Engineering, Infor-
matics, Stats., Predictive Modeling or a related field,
plus two years of related experience. 
Required experience must include two years in the
following areas:/Building and maintaining large and
complex/dynamic data sets;/Building predictive mod-
els (e.g. Bayesian analyses, machine learning, fea-
ture detection, and natural language
processing);/Data mining, machine learning and pre-
dictive modeling techniques, and their applications,
and developing and implementing statistical mod-
els;/Working with all Microsoft Office
applications;/Using programming languages such as
PL-SQL or Matlab to build and monitor the implemen-
tation of predictive models;/Communicating analytics
finding to broad audience;/Presenting at conferences,
and/or academic or industry publication; and/Collabo-
rating with subject matter experts and end users and
working in a cross-functional team./Pre-employment
drug screen and background check required. /Travel:
5% - may be local, regional, or national./
Send cover letter and detailed resume to Humana,
Attn: Chad Babin, Talent Acquisition Specialist,
500 West Main Street, Louisville, KY 40202, or
apply online at www.humana.com/careers (Ref.
#163521)./Only persons w/authorization to work
permanently in the U.S. need apply./EEO.

Dallas Police, Fire push for better pay
By Lucas Franco de Siqueira
NDG Special Contributor

Dallas Police officers and
firefighters gathered at the
Dallas City Hall this morn-
ing. They gathered to attend
the city’s budget meeting
with the intent of calling at-
tention to their need for
more remuneration. Accord-
ing to a statement issued by
the Dallas Police Associa-

tion (DPD) has been at-
tempting to negotiate with
the city manager, A.C. Gon-
zalez, without success for
the past six months.

Now, after the tragedy of
July 7, the Dallas police of-
ficers and firefighters be-
lieve it is the right time to
push city leaders towards
better salaries and benefits.
The President of the Dallas
Police Association, Don

Pinkston told WFAA re-
porters, “The Mayor and the
city manager haven’t made a
commitment  to  publ ic
safety, so we have to go to
the council and the citizens.”

The city manager offered
a plan to hire more officers
and increase payments.
However, the plan of better
salaries are limited to apply
only to a select group of of-
ficers and not to veterans.

Pinkston said the proposed
payment plan would not
contribute significantly in
the present scenario, and
Dallas police officers would
still be behind many North
Texas cities with it.

The starting salary of a
police officer in Dallas is
$44.659, while the starting
salary for Forth Worth and
Plano are  $52.176 and
$63.757, respectively.



BETHEL BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP,
CARROLLTO
(A PLACE TO

BELONG)

August 7, 9:45 a.m.
You’re invited to our Sun-
day Morning “Prayer and
Meditation” followed by
Morning Worship Service at
10 a.m.  See what God is
doing through and with us;
you will be blessed.

August 10, 7 p.m.
Join us in Wednesday’s
Prayer and Bible Study
Class with Senior Pastor
Woodson and Pastor
Brenda Patterson teaching a
series on “Design for Disci-
pleship, Book 4. Chapter
2.”   Spiritual maturity is
God’s desire for you.  It’s
Time to Grow; Ephesians
4:12 & 13.

Dr. Terrance Woodson,
Senior Pastor
1944 E. Hebron Parkway
Carrollton, TX  75007
972-492-4300
www.bethelbiblefellow-
ship.org 
______________________

CHRIST COMMUNITY
CHURCH

IN RICHARDSON

August 7, 8:45 a.m.
and 11 a.m.

You’re invited to our Morn-
ing Services as we worship,
honor and praise God for
His blessings.  

August 10, 
Join us at 12 Noon with
Rev. Viveca Potter teaching
on the Word of God; come
back at 6:45 p.m. for Cor-
porate Prayer and stay for
Senior Pastor Autry at 7:30
p.m. teaching the Word of
God.  Our youth will come
for Food and Fellowship at
7 p.m. followed by Bible
Study at 7:30 p.m.

Dr. Terrence Autry,
Senior Pastor
701 Centennial 
972-991-0200
Richardson, TX 75081
www.Chr i s t communi -
tyrichardson.org

FELLOWSHIP
CHRISTIAN

CENTER CHURCH IN
ALLEN

“THE SHIP”

August 7, 8 a.m.
You’re invited to join us at
our main campus at 200
West Belmont Drive for
Morning Worship Services
followed by our Sunday
Worship Services at Bolin
Elementary School in Allen,
Texas 75002, you will be
blessed.

August 10, 12 p.m.
Join us in our Wednesday’s
12 Noon-Day Live, Prayer
and Bible Study and/or our
Wednesday Night Live,
Prayer and Bible Study at 7
p.m. to learn more about
God’s Word at the Joycie
Turner Fellowship Hall,
200 West Belmont Drive in
Allen.  Be encouraged by
God’s plan for your matu-
rity and His glory; and most
of all, be prepared to grow.

Dr.  W.  L. Stafford, Sr., Ed. D.
Senior Pastor
5705 Cheyenne Drive
at Bolin Elementary School
in Allen 75002 for Sunday
Morning Worship and the
Admin. Building Address
is 200 W. Belmont Drive

Allen, TX   75013 
972-359-9956
www.theship3c.org 
______________________

INSPIRING BODY OF
CHRIST CHURCH,

Let’s Go Fishing!
MATTHEW 4:19 

August 7, 7:30 
and/or 11:30 a.m.

You’re invited this Sunday
as we praise, worship,
honor and magnify God’s
Holy name.

August 8, 7 p.m.
Join us in Monday School
as we grow in God’s Word
and learn what God has to
say to us.

Pastor Rickie Rush
7701 S Westmoreland Road
Dallas, TX  75237
972-372-4262
www.Ibocchurch.org
______________________

MT. OLIVE CHURCH 
OF PLANO (MOCOP)

August 7, 10 a.m.
Join us for Worship Service
as we praise and worship
God for His Honor and His
glory; and don’t forget to
comeback at 7 p.m. for our
Brazilian Church.  

August 10, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our
Wednesday’s Bible Study
class; you will learn what
God has to say to us.  Come
to be encouraged by God’s
plan for your spiritual
growth and His glory.

Pastor Sam Fenceroy
Senior Pastor and
Pastor Gloria Fenceroy
300 Chisholm Place
Plano, TX  75075
972-633-5511
www.mocop.org
______________________

NEW MOUNT ZION
BAPTIST CHURCH

August 10-11, 7 p.m.
Join us for our Back-to-
School Youth Revival.  Our
guest evangelist will be
Minister David E. Hogg of
Mount Olive Baptist
Church, Arlington, Texas.

August 13, 
Get Ready for the Best
YOUTH SUMMIT EVER!
This is for Saturday, August
13, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at
Churchhill Recreation Cen-
ter.  Call the church for de-
tails.

Dr. Tommy L. Brown
Senior Pastor
9550 Shepherd Road
Dallas, Texas  75243

214-341-6459
www.nmzb.org 
______________________

SHILOH MBC
IN PLANO (WHERE

COMMUNITY 
BECOMES FAMILY)

August 7, 8 a.m.
And 11 a.m.

Join us for Worship Serv-
ices and fellowship as we
give God all glory, honor
and praise. 

August 10, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our
Wednesday’s Bible Study to
learn more about God’s
Word.  Come and be en-
couraged by God’s plan for
your maturity and growth;
it’s all for His glory and His

honor.

Our church ministries offer
opportunities for motivation
and growth; join us and see. 

August 14 – October 10,
2016

You’re invited to our Shiloh
Bible Institute - Fall
Classes.  The cost is $15 per
class and is open to mem-
bers, family, and friends in-
terested in learning about
the Bible.  Click here for
more information and on-
line registration.     

Dr. Isaiah Joshua, Jr.
Senior Pastor
920 E. 14th Street
Plano, TX   75074
972-423-6695
www.smbcplano.org
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Investors Liquidation Sale:
Laurel Land Cemetery Burial Plot For Sale (one space)

Section # 3, Space # 15, Lot # 20

Laurel Land Cemetery charges for cost of single Plot: $3995.00
Discount Amount, if you act right away: <$1745.00> (your savings)

Your Cost: $2250.00

Call Today! 
972.432.5219 

(leave message,if no answer)

Dennis Jarvis / Flickr

NDG now has a “Special Advertising Package”for
churches and non-profit organizations that need to let
the community know about your Special Event.

Opportunity You Can Measure...

Church Events
• Church Anniversary
• Pastor’s Anniversary
• Women’s Day
• Men’s Day

Non-Profit Org. Events
• Fundraisers
(Concerts)
• Special Events
(Personal or Community)

Special Rate $199
(Black & White, per insertion)

Ad size - 4.905”x 6”(Quarter Page, B&W)
(NOTE: Color Ad $75 extra per inserion)

Production disclaimer - NDG ad meake-ready 
is not included in promotion.

Layout/production of “copy ready”ad will be a nominal extra cost.

E-mail ad copy to:
Marketing@NorthDallasGazette.com

or call our Marketing Department today!

972-509-9049



As you face new chal-
lenges, especially with the
condition that our world is in
today, the fighting, killings,
bad attitudes, hatefulness,
road rage, etc., think of this
story. 

A woman died after living
a long life.  She met God and
asked, “If man was created in
Your image and created
equal, why do people treat
each other so badly?” 

God replied that each per-
son who enters his/hers life
has a unique lesson to teach
or learn.  It is through those
lessons that we learn about
life, people, relationships and
God.  Then God explain.

When someone lies to
you, it teaches that things are
not always as they seem.
The truth is often beneath the
surface. 

Look beyond the masks
people wear if you want to

know their heart.  Don’t for-
get to remove your own
mask to let people know
yours.

When someone steals
from you, it teaches that
nothing is forever.  Appreci-
ate what you have; you never
know when you might lose
it. 

Don’t take your friends
and family for granted; today
is the only guarantee you
have.

When someone inflicts an
injury upon you, it teaches
that the human state is a frag-
ile one. 

When you encounter peo-
ple who are different from
you, don’t judge them by
how they look or act; base
your opinion on the contents
of their heart.

When someone breaks
your heart, it teaches that
loving someone do not al-
ways mean that the person
will love you. 

When someone holds a
grudge against you, it
teaches that everyone make
mistakes. When you are
wronged, the most virtuous
thing you can do is forgive
the offender without pre-
tense. 

Forgiving those who have
hurt us is the most difficult
and courageous thing man
can do.

When a loved one is un-
faithful to you, it teaches that
resisting temptation is man’s
greatest challenge. 

When someone cheats
you, it teaches that greed is
the root of evil.  Aspire to
make your dreams come

true. 
Do not feel guilty about

your success; don’t let an ob-
session with achieving your
goals lead you to engage in
malicious activities.

When you are ridiculed, it
teaches that nobody is per-
fect.  Accept people for their
merits and be tolerant of their
flaws. 

Hearing the Lord’s wis-

dom, the woman thought that
there were no lessons to be
learned from man’s good
deeds.

God replied that man’s ca-
pacity to love is the greatest
gift he has.  At the root of all
kindness is love; each act of
love teaches us a lesson. 

God once again explain:
When someone loves us, it
teaches that love, kindness,
charity, honesty, humility,
forgiveness and acceptance
can counteract all evil. 

For every good deed, there
is one less evil deed.  Man
has the power to control the
balance between good and
evil, but the lessons of love

are not taught often enough,
the power is often abused.

When you enter some-
one’s life, whether by plan,
chance or coincidence, con-
sider what your lesson will
be.  Will you teach love or a
harsh lesson of reality? 

Will your life have results
in loving or hurting; in com-
fort or pain; more joy or sad-
ness?  Each of us has power
over the balance of love in
the world. 

Use it wisely.  Everything
happens for a purpose; we
may not see the wisdom of it
all now, but trust in the Lord
that everything is for the
best!
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Send email to: businessoffice@
northdallasgazette.com to sign up
for Sister Tarpley's weekly elec-
tronic newsletter.

Everything happens for a purpose

Sister Tarpley and Mr. Bobby Kim, Founder/CEO of the World Fa-
mous, Breakers Korean Bar-B-Que on Old Denton Road and

Frankford in Carrollton, Texas

North Dallas Gazette takes a moment to
reflect on the past with

Historical Perspectives
from Sister Tarpley

Hear what it was like growing up in a very dif-
ferent Dallas when Booker T. Washington was
a black school. Sister Tarpley graduated frm

there and went on to college and later became
a city councilmember in Carrollton.

Look for NDGTV at NorthDallasGazette.com



gather to celebrate the DC
Universe at Valley View
Mall before the midnight
showing of one of the most
highly anticipated movies
of the summer. COme
dressed as your favorite DC
hero or villain, enjoy DC
movies playing in the lobby,
games, a photo booth and
much more. If you can’t
make it to Valley View,
check with your local the-
ater – chances are they are
having a midnight release
party of their own. Just grab
your squad, and bask in the
awesomeness of the DC
Universe.

Saturday – 7:45 a.m. –
4th Annual Heroes for
Hope 5K – Panther Island
Pavilion

Start your Super Saturday

off on the right foot at this
year’s Heroes for Hope 5K
benefitting St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital,
My Team Triumph DFW
and Heroes for Hope. The
5K is designed for all levels
of runners, whether that
means sprinting faster than
the Flash, or sitting com-
fortably in a baby-jogger
and getting pushed around
by a super-mom. The event
will feature craft beer, food,
a kid zone and of course all
your favorite super heroes.
Come dressed ready to save
the day! 

Saturday – 12 – 3 p.m. –
Pokemon Go! In the Park
– Firewheel Town Center

You’ve been hearing
about Pokemon Go! non-
stop now for the past couple

of weeks, and if you haven’t
already jumped on the
bandwagon, now is your
chance. Firewheel Town
Center will be hosting a
Pokemon Go! In the Park
event this Saturday after-
noon. Besides tons of
pocket monsters to capture,
there will be food trucks,
cosplay, fun activities for
kids and prizes for the team
with the most participation.
So whether you’re an expe-
rienced trainer, or are just
downloading the app to find
out what everyone has been
talking about lately, join in
the fun at Firewheel. More
deta i l s  a re  ava i lab le
through the event Facebook
page.

Saturday August 6 -
20th – Various Times –
Anime at the Modern
2016 – The Modern Art
Museum of Fort Worth

Anime: it’s not for every-
one, but those who love it
can’t deny that it truly is a
magical thing. Starting this
weekend the Modern Art
Museum of Fort Worth will
be screening a collection of
family friendly Japanese

anime films in the Modern
auditorium. If you are fa-
miliar with the genre, this is
a great way to get the kids,
your friends or significant
other to come out and see
what it is that makes you
love this breath-taking style

of animation. And if you’re
new or unfamiliar with it,
now is your chance to expe-
rience something new and
memorable. You can grab
tickets in advance or up to
two hours before showtime
at the door. 
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FAN, continued from Page 9

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

Back-to-school time is al-
most here, which means
back-to-school bills.

Your first-grader needs
all-new everything. Your
third-grader needs a certain
kind of crayon. Middle-
school requires three differ-
ent notebooks, and every-
body wants new clothes.
You’re not sure how that’s
going to happen this year,
but with “Smart Mom Rich
Mom” by Kimberly Palmer,
you’ll learn how being fi-
nancially savvy can help
your future.

Some years ago, when
two editors of “a prestigious
investing magazine” told
money expert Kimberly

Palmer that women didn’t
read financial publications,
she was taken aback.
Women, she says, and
“moms especially,” make
the majority of today’s con-
sumer purchases. Within the
coming years, we’ll “con-
trol two-thirds of the coun-
try’s wealth…” You’re

pretty wise, financially, but
can you better harness that
power?

Your first thought might
be couponing. That’s fine,
Palmer says, but it’s not all.
Don’t forget to take advan-
tage of bigger financial
boons, like signing up for
flex accounts at work or
putting money toward bet-
ter-yield savings. Make
goals, figure out how to set
aside funds for long-term
and short-term needs, and
get to know your “beautiful
old lady” self. “That lady is
going to need some money”
in coming years, which
might mean “extra sacri-
fices today.”  

But, by the way, there’s
no need to be Draconian;

just be smart about little
splurges.

Remember that kids cost
money – more in the begin-
ning, less later on – and ba-
bies don’t care about de-
signer clothing. As your
children grow, teach them
simple but valuable lessons
by giving them an al-
lowance and insisting they
save some of it. Show them
by example that happily-de-
layed gratification is possi-
ble.

Ask your employer if you
can take advantage of flex-
time. Know if opting out of
work altogether is right for
you, or if entrepreneurship
is better. Educate yourself
on investing by reading
everything you can find on

the subject. Don’t let your
husband or partner take
over financial reins com-
pletely; be aware of what’s
going on with your ac-
counts. Talk to your parents
about house-sharing. And
above all, consider your
kids: their financial security
may someday depend solely
on you.

No doubt about it: there’s
a lot to take away from
reading “Smart Mom Rich
Mom.” Each page, it seems,
is packed with useable, reli-
able information and good
advice.

That is, as long as you
have a well-paying job in
place.

If you don’t, author Kim-
berly Palmer doesn’t seem

to have much to offer ex-
cept that you need to “make
slow and steady progress
out of the troubles” you
have, which isn’t very help-
ful. Yes, you can learn how
to manage money and cut
costs with this book but if
you  don’t  have  much
money to begin with, you’ll
have to patch something to-
gether from what you’ll
learn here. Sigh.

Admittedly, that might be
frustrating and though this
book could still help, I think
I’d have been happier with
it, had it been more inclu-
sive. Still, if you need a
boost, an idea, or a fresh fi-
nancial outlook, “Smart
Mom Rich Mom” is a start
for a good education.

NDG Book Review: Smart Mom Rich Momprovides a fresh outlook

Another happy winner...

Ms. Shaylon Scott will
be going to the circus
courtesy of North Dal-
las Gazette. Stay tuned
to NDG on Facebook
and Twitter for
chances to win tickets
to some of the hottest
events in DFW


