
By Patrice Gaines
Urban News Service

No one knew what First Lady
Michelle Obama would choose to
wear on stage at the 2012 Demo-
cratic National Convention. That
decision is generally a secret kept
from the public -- and designers --
until she appears under the spot-
lights. And when she stepped out
onto the stage that historic night, the
First Lady wore a custom design
shimmering pink and gold brocade
Tracy Reese dress.

"It's probably my proudest mo-
ment," said Reese, speaking from
the Bahamas, where she was vaca-
tioning.

That  night ,  Reese tweeted:
“Thanks everyone for sharing this
amazing moment! We are all so
grateful and honored to have
dressed Mrs. Obama for such a mo-
mentous speech!!!”

The First Lady had worn Reese's
designs before, but with millions
watching and the media critics
gushing, Reese has said that night
her clothes were introduced to a
new audience.

Today, she is arguably the best
known black designer. She has
come a long way from the little girl

in Detroit who made clothes for her
doll out of socks and later, as a teen,
made her own outfits.

"We wrote a budget for each
school year. Being able to sew a few
things, I could control my destiny
and get extra pieces," Reese said.

She calls it "fortunate" that she
went to a summer program for high
school students at Parsons School of
Design in New York City.

"It was great exposure and I made
up my mind to become a designer,"
said Reese. "I learned it wasn't just a
hobby, but a big industry. It made
(design) seem like a viable career."

She graduated from Parsons in
1984, one of two blacks in her class.

Her father, a Chrysler plant man-
ager, saved $100,000 and gave it to
Reese to start her first clothing line.
She was 23.

"It was a huge vote of confidence
and I worked my fanny off trying to
make sure it paid off," Reese said.

Nevertheless, the business had
failed.

"I was a little too young and in-
experienced," said Reese, now 52.
"There is value in experience, grow-

By Bill Fletcher, Jr. 
NNPA Columnist

I have been trying to
figure out how there can
be any discussion of reg-
istering Muslims due to
alleged national security
concerns, when it is docu-
mented that the major
source of terrorism in the
United States since 9/11
has been White suprema-
cists groups. The Southern
Poverty Law Center has
been a major source of in-
formation documenting

myriad right-wing terror-
ist attacks, though little
mainstream attention has
gone to this phenomenon.
Just recently several right-
wingers in Oregon were
acquitted of an ARMED
occupation of federal
property. This was not
civil disobedience or stan-
dard protest, but an armed
action.

In the late 1960s/early
1970s, there were many
Black activists who wor-
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International fashion
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Business was not always easy for Tracy Reese, but her success has brought her accom-
plishments including clients such as First Lady Michelle Obama.
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UT Dallas junior Brooke
Lopez figured out early on
that she wanted a career in
politics and sought her first
political office at age 18,
running for city council in
her hometown of Wylie,
Texas.

Though she lost her bid,
the public affairs and geog-
raphy major — then a fresh-
man — showed an enthusi-
asm for politics that proved
to be a key factor in her se-
lection to the Student Advi-
sory Council of the Ameri-
can Association of Univer-
sity Women (AAUW), an
organization that seeks eq-

uity and education for
women and girls.

Lopez is the first UT Dal-
las student selected to the
council. She is one of 10
emerging leaders across the
country who will help ad-

vise AAUW on the needs of
college students, organize
campus projects and assist
with planning the organiza-
tion’s annual National Con-
ference for College Women
Student Leaders.

“I was shocked,” Lopez
recalled thinking when she
was selected. “There are so
many other amazing women
on the board. I’m honored to
serve with them.”

Abigail Sara Lewis, vice
president for the AAUW’s
Campus Leadership Pro-
grams, said the applicant
pool was highly competi-
tive.

“Brooke, and her leader-
ship on the UT Dallas cam-

pus, stood out among under-
graduate and graduate stu-
dents from campuses across
the country.  UT Dallas
should be commended for
its role in providing an envi-
ronment for such a strong
leader to thrive,” Lewis
said.

Though UT Dallas does
not have an AAUW chapter
yet, Lopez will work on a
project with fellow student
Kaylie Hartman to highlight
affirmative consent. To-
gether they will co-host the
“Consent Country Concert”
on April 14. Hartman is the
University’s liaison for the
It’s On Us campaign, a na-
tional initiative that empow-

ers students to help end sex-
ual assault on campuses.

Lopez will tap her experi-
ence as a DJ as she helps
plan the concert. She is a co-
host for Radio UTD’s “Red
Dirt Radio Show,” the only
college-based radio program
to feature a regional genre
of country music that blends
aspects of rock, blues and
folk.

Lopez first learned about
AAUW when she applied
for a scholarship from the
organization while still in
high school. She had al-
ready been active with IG-
NITE and Running Start, or-
ganizations that seek to
build political ambition in

young women.
Her interests in juvenile

law and gun legislation were
spurred at age 15, when one
of her friends was mur-
dered. Lopez researched and
proposed Nahum’s Law, a
bill passed in Texas that
states “a person charged as a
minor with capital murder
may not have their record
sealed.”

Though her bid for city
council failed, the city of
Wylie appointed Lopez as
vice chair for the city’s Pub-
lic Arts Advisory Board.

At UT Dallas, Lopez is

(Black PR Wire) At-
lanta, GA- Nov. 7, -  Plat-
inum sell ing  Jamaican
record ing  ar t i s t  Jack
Radics   has  been hailed
as  one of Jamaica’s finest
cultural ambassadors and a
National Treasure by Mrs
Jewel Scott, Honorary
Consul of the Jamaican
Atlanta Consulate in
Georgia.

Mrs Scott made the re-
marks as she issued they
keynote address at the
launch of Radics’ new
album, The Watershed, at
the Bassmint Production
Studios in Atlanta this past
Friday evening, Nov.4.

Before a standing room
only crowd filled with

celebrities, industry pro-
fessionals and well wish-
ers, Mrs Scott called the
launch of The Watershed
album “Another milestone
in the artistic journey of
one of Jamaica’s finest
sons and one of our most
distinguished cultural am-
bassadors.” 

She noted that in a ca-

reer spanning nearly thirty
years, Radics had held the
flag of his nation high on
stages across the world,
and had refused to bow to
commercial pressure to
c r e a t e  a n y t h i n g  b u t
“Music he can be proud
of.”

“We are all the richer for
the music he has given us-
as a producer, songwriter,
bandleader and a singer,”
she stated.

The event was hosted by
award winning hip hop
artist and radio DJ Chubb
Rock, of Majik 107.5
FM’s popular afternoon
show The Ride, and fea-
tured performances by
Radics along with The
Blak Diamond Band, Rica
Newell, and John ‘Jubu’

Smith of Maze featuring
Frankie Beverly fame.

The launch also featured
t h e  Wo r l d  P r e m i e r e
screening of  the music
video for Love Is, the first
single from the album. The
video was directed by ac-
c la imed f i lm d i rec tor
James Thayer.

Three versions of The
Watershed album – main,
acoustic and instrumental
renditions - were all re-
leased simultaneously on
Fr iday,  a  ra r i ty  in  the
music industry.

It was also announced
that Radics will shortly be
embarking on a  major
tour to promote the album
throughout  the  Uni ted
States.

The University of Texas
at Arlington has named
Jason Shelton, an associate
professor in the Department
of Sociology and Anthro-
pology and expert on the so-
ciology of religion, race and
class, as director of the Uni-
versity’s Center for African
American Studies. His ap-
pointment takes effect Jan.
1, 2017.

Shelton joined UTA in
2008 as an assistant profes-
sor and has served as a fac-
ulty affiliate of the Center
since its founding in 2012.
He is a heavily sought-after
speaker and media com-

mentator on black middle
class culture and ideology,
racial and ethnic attitudes,
the sociology of religion,
and the debate over race
versus class.

Previously, he served on

the faculty of Miami-Dade
College, the College of
Wooster and Rice Univer-
sity. Shelton earned his un-
dergraduate degree in soci-
ology from Kent State Uni-
versity. He holds master’s
and doctoral degrees in so-
ciology from the University
of Miami.

“Dr.  She l ton  d is t in-
guished himself early on as
a very strong candidate to
lead UTA’s Center  for
African American Studies,”
said Ron Elsenbaumer, in-
terim provost and vice pres-
ident for academic affairs.
“He has visionary leader-
ship as demonstrated by his
teaching, research activity,
mentoring and engagement

with students, faculty, staff
and others within and out-
side of the African-Ameri-
can community.”

Elsenbaumer noted that
Shelton also shares a vision
for helping to improve the
health and human condition
of all people, as well as de-
veloping strategies for
building more sustainable
urban communities, two
core themes of the Univer-
sity’s Strategic Plan 2020:
Bold Solutions | Global Im-
pact .

Shelton was selected after
a national search that at-
tracted distinguished candi-
dates from across the coun-
try. He succeeds W. Marvin
Dulaney, interim CAAS di-

rector, former History De-
partment chair, and associ-
ate professor emeritus.

“I am honored to accept
this role for a number of rea-
sons,” Shelton said. “First, it
provides a major opportu-
nity to impact people’s lives
in a way that takes the class-
room beyond the traditional
boundaries and into the
community.  Second,  i t
serves as a platform for con-
ducting and sharing research
that furthers our understand-
ing of the contemporary
African American experi-
ence, as well as our nation’s
past, present and future.”

Shelton is the author of
several published articles
and the book, “Blacks and

Whites in Christian Amer-
ica: How Racial Discrimi-
nation Shapes Religious
Convictions (2012),” which
was honored by the South-
ern Conference on African
American Studies with the
prestigious C. Calvin Smith
Award .  The  book a lso
earned honorable mention
from the American Socio-
logical Association’s Sociol-
ogy of Religious Section.  

The Center for African
American Studies was es-
tablished in August 2012
and is the only center of its
kind in North Texas, and
one of only three in the
state. The Center builds on
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ried that, in the face of some
alleged crisis proclaimed by
the  U.S .  government ,
African Americans would
be placed into concentration
camps. The mainstream po-
litical establishment de-
clared that we were para-
noid. While it was true, they
would say, that Japanese
immigrants and Japanese
Americans had been impris-
oned in 1942 as an alleged
security threat during World
War II, we were subjected
to repeated arguments that
this would never happen
again; what happened to the

Japanese had been an aber-
ration. The fact that Native
Americans had been locked
up on reservations was con-
veniently ignored.

Fast forward to the 2016
Presidential elections. Re-
publican candidates, includ-
ing, but not limited to, now
President-elect  Donald
Trump, began making sug-
gestions regarding the reg-
istering and possible intern-
ing of Muslims in the U.S.
The rationale: alleged na-
tional security concerns.

This threat of registration,
if not detention, has not dis-

appeared. Despite the fact
that White supremacists are
the main source of terrorism
in the U.S., there has been
no call to register White na-
tionalists, let alone any
other White people. Using
the Trump rationale, there
should be a massive regis-
tering of White nationalists
since history demonstrates
their propensity for vio-
lence. Yet any time the issue
of right-wing/White su-
premacis t  ter ror ism is
raised, it is brushed under
the rug and the act(s) of vi-
olence is pinned on an al-
legedly disturbed White
person, who committed the

horrible act, solely due to
some sort of inexplicable
compulsion.

If there is a registry of
Muslims, then all people of
conscience should sign up as
an act of protest. We should
ensure that the registry is de-
bunked and that any discus-
sion of terrorism in the U.S.
begins with a current and his-
torical examination of the
main danger of terrorism we
face, terrorism perpetrated by
the homegrown right-wing.
Bill Fletcher, Jr. is a talk

show host, writer and activist.
Follow him on Twitter @Bill-
FletcherJr, Facebook and at
www.billfletcherjr.com.

TRUMP, continued from Page 1

Hillary Clinton gets 2 million more
votes than Donald Trump and
everyone pretends they don’t notice
By Lauren Victoria Burke 
NNPA Contributor

Imagine if Donald Trump
got two million more votes
than Hillary Clinton, but by
some fluke of Electoral Col-
lege math, Clinton won.
What would Trump be say-
ing? The answer is easy:
He’d be saying what he said
weeks before Election Day:
That the election was rigged
against him. Why the same
isn’t true the other way
around is anyone’s guess.

On November 23, we
learned that Clinton received
two million more popular
votes than Trump. Yeah, I
know: Trump will be the
next President. At some
point someone has to ask:
Does it make sense that the
person who received the
most votes isn’t the winner?
Does it make sense that
Clinton has a wider vote
margin over Trump than
seven people who eventually
became President?

The talk after the election
was that the Democratic
Party needs an overhaul and
all is lost for the party. But
the Democrats should be
careful not to over-correct. If
receiving two million more
votes signals a crisis, that’s
quite something. Just imag-
ine that Democrats received
2 million more votes with an

imperfect candidate of the
past carrying loads of bag-
gage.

The bigger problem for
the Democrats is running es-
tablishment candidates at the
top of the ticket in an age of
anti-establishment politics
doesn’t work. The 2008 run
of Barack Obama should
have taught them the value
of change politics to the
American voters. But what
did the Democratic Party —

more specifically President
Obama — do instead? As
the leader of the party, the
Pres ident  handpicked
Hillary Clinton as his suc-
cessor, put her in the position
of Secretary of State, se-
lected a Democratic Na-
tional Committee Chair who
wouldn’t get in the way and
fought against Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden and Sen.
Bernie Sanders’ efforts dur-
ing the primaries. And we all

know what happened next.
It’s unlikely all of that

would happen again, but
after President Obama made
the DNC an afterthought in
favor of his Obama for
America (OFA) affinity
project, who knows what the
future holds.

“Mr. Trump is unfit to
serve. His scapegoating of
so many Americans, and his
impulsivity, bullying, lying,
admitted history of sexual
assault, and utter lack of ex-
perience make him a dan-
ger,” wrote Elijah Berg, who
has launched the petition
urging electors to vote for
Hillary Clinton over Donald
Trump. The petition now has
over 4.6 million people
signed on.

Former Green Party can-
didate for President Jill Stein
has raised $5 million dollars
for a recount efforts in Wis-
consin, Pennsylvania and
Michigan. You can bet that
the two states with Republi-
can governor, Wisconsin and
Michigan, will reject a re-
count for fear of what they
might find.
Lauren Victoria Burke is a

political analyst who speaks
on politics and African
American leadership. She
c a n  b e  c o n t a c t e d  a t
LBurke007@gmail.com and
on Twitter at @LVBurke.

One could certainly question the validity of the election if Hillary
Clinton got more than 2 million more votes than Donald Trump and
somehow lost the election. This is the second time in recent years

when Democrats took the popular vote but ended up losing the elec-
tion. The last time was when Al Gore lost to President George W.

Bush in 2000. (Photo: NNPA)



Already, about 8.8 million
Americans, and 913,177 Tex-
ans, who buy health insur-
ance through HealthCare.gov
receive tax credits that help
make coverage more afford-
able. But about 12 million
more Americans, including
1,919,600 Texans, may also
be eligible for help during
this Open Enrollment, but not
know it. This group includes:

• Current HealthCare.gov
consumers: 38,600 Texas
consumers who didn’t get tax
credits last year could be eli-
gible for tax credits in 2017,
even if their income remains
the same, because financial
assistance moves along with
rates. That’s 20 percent of
currently unsubsidized Texas

Marketplace consumers.
• Off-Marketplace indi-

vidual consumers: About
252,000 Texans who cur-
rently pay full price for indi-
vidual coverage off-Market-
place could be eligible for tax
credits if they purchase a
2017 plan through Health-
Care.gov instead.

• The remaining unin-
sured: About 1,629,000
uninsured Texans earn in-
comes indicating they, too,
could be eligible for financial
assistance. Nationwide, 84
percent of Marketplace-eligi-
ble uninsured Americans
have incomes suggesting
they are tax credit eligible.

In Texas, 220,379 people
have already signed up for

coverage in the first month of
Open Enrollment. But many
more Texans might benefit
from visiting HealthCare.gov
before the December 15th
deadline for January 1 cover-
age and checking out their
options for affordable, qual-
ity health insurance.
Affordable by design. The

Marketplace’s tax credits are
designed to keep pace with
premium increases. This
means that for many con-
sumers already receiving tax
credits, the value of that fi-
nancial assistance will in-
crease this year to keep pace
with the cost of coverage in
their area. It also means that
more individuals may qualify

for tax credits as premiums
rise. For people eligible for
financial assistance, the ACA
specifies the share of income
the consumer is expected to
contribute toward health cov-
erage. The tax credits make
up the difference between
that amount and the actual
cost of a consumer’s bench-
mark (second-lowest-cost sil-
ver) plan.

For example, in 2017, a
27-year old in Texas making
$25,000 per year will pay
$142 per month to purchase
the benchmark plan, almost

exactly the same as in 2016.
That’s because the 27-year
old will, on average, get a
$119 tax credit – 53 percent
higher than in 2016.
Check out your options.

The Marketplace is open for
business, and HHS is encour-
aging anyone who might
need coverage next year to
visit HealthCare.gov and
check out their options before
the Dec. 15 deadline for cov-
erage that starts Jan. 1. 

Millions of Americans
could be surprised to find out

they’re eligible for financial
assistance this year, even if
they weren’t last year, giving
them affordable, quality op-
tions to choose from. 

Visit HealthCare.gov to
browse and shop for quality,
affordable health plans. More
than 73 percent of current
Texas Marketplace con-
sumers will find plans for less
than $75 per month, and the
vast majority can save by
coming back to actively shop
instead of waiting to be re-
enrolled in their current plan.

(BlackNews.com) — In
an age of so many disrup-
tive technologies, there are
few that stand out as true
potential game-changers.
George McKinney and his
company, Better Life Tech-
nologies Group, have devel-
oped a technology that may
just be one of the best kept
secrets in medical science.
Better Life Technologies�
Glucose Diagnostic Sensor
has a plethora of applica-
tions that make it a unicorn
in the area of non-invasive
Glucose detection, which
very well may be applied to
the detection of other dis-
eases.

In August of 2016, the
company developed a part-
nership with the University
of Arkansas at Pine Bluff.
The University will work
hand-in hand with Fall-
brook Engineering of Leu-
cadia CA a medical device
development company that
has been a leader in medical
equipment for diabetes and
has gain notoriety for their
work on stent technology
with Dr. Paul Teirstien head
of Cardiology of Scripps
Hospital of La Jolla.

Better Life Technologies
Group has recently secured
a patent-pending on a de-

vice that detects blood con-
tent and glucose in a non-in-
vasive fashion from emis-
sions that come from the
skin. This will be a wel-
comed development for in-
dividuals who fear needles
at doctor�s appointments,
and the Elderly who have
trouble finding veins. The
glucose diagnostic system
will be able to be worn like
a watch, and help detect
early stages of cancer, and
symptoms of diabetes, elec-
trolytes, and much more.
This technology promises
to be truly disruptive and
revolutionary to medical
science industry. Impor-
tantly, once their newest in-
vention receives funding,
the University will dedicate
staff and faculty to solve the
technological problem of
diabetes and other medical
issues plaguing our society.
�A lot of times, the VC�s

and Angel Investors look
the direction that everyone

is going. However, in many
cases the answer to the
question lies in a solution
that is counter to the con-
ventional wisdom in a par-
ticular area� says McKin-
ney. �When a tech company
gets together with a univer-
sity to solve problems in the
scientific community, there
sometimes is this fear of
being embarrassed which
considering ideas that are
too far outside the conven-
tional box, which tends to
direct great minds towards
variations of the same solu-
tions. This puts our greatest
minds in a scientific echo-
chamber, I think the real
trail blazing comes from
those who are able to take
on conventional wisdom to
focus on improving life and
health for everyone. A dif-
ferent story needs to be told
which involves the tremen-
dous amount of discoveries

Health www.NorthDallasGazette.com
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Nearly 2 million Texans may not realize they
are eligible for help with 2017 health coverage

Better Life Technologies Team (Courtesy photo)

HBCU and Black tech company
develop a tool to manage diabetes



It’s decision time for the 55
million Americans covered
by Medicare.

Open enrollment, when
people can enroll in Medicare
or make changes to their
plans, runs every year from
Oct. 15 to Dec. 7. But anyone
who thinks that signing up
for the medical plan for sen-
iors is simple could be in for
a rude awakening – and a
costly one.

“People need to realize that
enrolling in Medicare can be
complicated,” says Chris
Orestis, a senior-care advo-
cate and author of the books
“Help on the Way” and “A
Survival Guide to Aging.”

“If you don’t pay attention
you can end up missing
needed coverage or paying
more out-of-pocket expenses
in premiums, co-pays and de-
ductibles than you realize –

or can afford.”
This year open enrollment

comes during a presidential
election and a time when
there are concerns about
Medicare’s long-term future
and whether it can remain
solvent. At the final presiden-
tial debate, Donald Trump
and Hillary Clinton were
asked what they might do to
make sure the program, first
implemented in 1965, will be
there for seniors for decades
to come.

Trump said he would grow
the economy, which in turn
would help Medicare. Clin-
ton said her plan is to reduce
the cost of health care and to
emphasize wellness.

But any future political de-
cisions about Medicare can
seem far off to anyone whose
main concern is figuring out
how they fit into what’s of-

fered right now, says Orestis,
CEO of Life Care Funding
(www.lifecarefunding.com).

He says some important
things to keep in mind or un-
derstand during Medicare en-
rollment include:

•  Medicare  coverage
comes in two primary forms
that participants can choose
from. They are original
Medicare, the traditional pro-
gram administered through
the federal government
which anyone 65 and older
qualifies for automatically,
and Medicare Advantage
plans, which are sold by pri-
vate insurance companies.
The Advantage plans some-
times offer additional serv-
ices, such as routine vision,
hearing and dental care.

• Most people probably

Community News

December 8-14, 2016 | North Dallas Gazette | 5

www.NorthDallasGazette.com

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com

See CHOICE, Page 6

Making the wrong choice with
Medicare can prove costly

The Irving Political Coalition poised to relaunch for 2017
After the 2016 presiden-

tial election, many who were
disappointed with the results
believe the battlefield now
turns local. For concerned
citizens in Irving, this in-
cludes the Reconstitution of
the Irving Political Coali-
tion. Over the years they
have sought to get progres-

sives elected to the city
council and school board.
They were also very vocal
during the raging debate re-
garding the building of the
Irving Entertainment Center.

One hallmark for organi-
zation is the Coalition is in-
clusive. The partners have
included not only White,

Afr ican-American and
Hispanic members,  but
a l so  Jewish ,  Musl im,
Bangladeshi, Pakistani, Su-
danese, and Korean. This di-
versity has been vital in
helping different communi-
ties understand each other
better when issues arise, like
the  a r r e s t  o f  t he  then

14-year-o ld  s tudent  a t
MacArthur High School
over his homemade clock
for a science project.

The Reconstitution of The
Irving Political Coalition
kicks off Thursday, Dec. 15
at 6:30 p.m. at the iRealty
Office located at 101 S.
Main Street, Suite B, in Irv-

ing (entrance on Irving
Blvd). Due to the limited
seating available, interested
residents are asked to RSVP
by contacting Lisette Cara-
ballo at 817-703-9060 or
Anthony Bond at 214-830-
6719.

An agenda will be sent to
all confirmed attendees.

North Texas Book Festival adds Spanish-language categories to its awards program
North Texas Book Festi-

val (NTBF) recently added
Spanish-language cate-
gories to its annual Book
Awards. They include chil-
dren's books; adult fiction
books, including fantasy

and science fiction; and
adult nonfiction, inc lud-
ing biographies .  Books
of short stories and antholo-
gies in the categories also
will be accepted.

Depending on the num-

ber of submissions, NTBF
may present additional
awards in some categories
or consolidate some. The
minimum number of entries
must be at least four entries
per category.

The deadl ine for  the
Spanish-language entries is
Jan. 15. Finalists will be an-
nounced March 1, and the
winners will be announced
at the Chuckwagon Break-
fast just before the festival

April 15 at Patterson-Ap-
pleton Center for the Visual
Arts in Denton.

Three finalists will be
chosen in each category of
the competition. NTBF will
not accept any books con-

taining erotica or o ther
graphic material deemed un-
acceptable to the literary
standards of this competition.

For more information, go
to www.facebook.com/Pre-
miosLiterariosNorteTexas. 

Dr. Sherry Blake, a na-
tionally acclaimed psychol-
ogist, will be a featured
speaker at the inaugural
Caregiver Holiday Healthy
Living Expo hosted by She
Ages Well, a low-cost, day-
long event, taking place be-
tween 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.,
December 10 at The Sum-
mit, 2975 Esplanade, Grand
Prairie, Texas.

The Caregiver Holiday
Healthy Living Expo, costs
$10, the cost of a movie
ticket and popcorn. You
can  reserve  your  spot

t o d a y  a t  t h e  w e b s i t e ,
SheAgesWell.com

Founder Patricia Bailey

said, She Ages Well, a Dal-
las community outreach on-
line resource for caregivers,

will feature seminars on
healthy lifestyle tips for
caregivers, Alzheimer’s
Facts, finding a home for
Mom/Dad, understanding
hospice and palliative care,
healthy hair and cancer plus
special caregiver product
demonstrations.  Visitors to
the expo also will get a
chance to meet vendors
who will offer products and
services. The day wraps up
with a Caregiver Party with
A Plan, featuring a Sock
Hop & Caregiver Slide.

As part of the event,
Blake will speak on ‘Man-
aging Caregiver Stress’.
Blake has appeared on such
hit Reality TV Shows such
as the “Braxton Family Val-
ues”, “Real Housewives of
Atlanta”, and the “Preach-
ers of Atlanta”. She is a li-
censed clinical psychologist
with more than 30 years of
experience.  She also has
written a book The Single
Married Woman and writes
a weekly column “Ask Dr.
Sherry” for Essence.com.

“I’m excited to be a part
of such an important event,”
said Blake, founder of
E d g e  E m p o w e r m e n t
F o u n d a t i o n  ( E E F ) ,  a
nonprofit 501(c)(3) or-
ganization whose mission
is to reduce mental health
stigma, increase mental
health awareness, and pro-
mote mental wellness in un-
derserved populat ions.
“Taking care of a loved one
is stressful and we need to
support caregivers every
step a long the way.

The Caregiver Holiday Healthy Living Expo will offer resources on Dec. 10



have heard references to
Medicare Part A or Medicare
Part D. Here’s how that
alphabet breaks down:
Medicare Part A pays for
hospital and skilled nursing
facility care. Medicare Part B
pays 80 percent of costs for
doctors, outpatient services

and medical equipment.
Medicare Part C is a private
Advantage Plan. Medicare
Part D pays for prescriptions.

• Anyone who visits a doc-
tor or has been hospitalized
knows that deductibles and
co-pays can add up quickly.
That’s where Medicare Sup-

plemental Insurance (Medi-
gap) comes in. It’s a private
insurance that pays the gaps
in the varieties of Medicare
coverage.

• Want to learn more?
Orestis says a good place to
check is the Center for
M e d i c a r e  a n d  M e d i -
ca id  Serv ices  webs i te
(www.cms.gov), which pro-

vides a wealth of information
and resources to review and
assist enrollment.

Orestis says it’s important
to act as soon as possible and
not wait until the last minute.

“When i t  comes  to
Medicare enrol lment ,”
Orestis says, “not being in-
formed and missing dead-
lines can cause delays and

penalties that could have a
negative impact on your cov-
erage – and your wallet.”

Chris Orestis is CEO of
Life Care Funding (www.life-
carefunding.com) and a 20-
year veteran of both the in-
surance and long-term care
industries. A former Wash-
ington, D.C.

that lie outside the echo-
chamber of conventional
thought. I�m hoping this
becomes a model for the
future, however to get
there, it is of utmost im-
portance that we receive
your support financially,
and with your help we
can make it happen.�

As it happens with
many invent ions ,  i t
was while working on
t h e  p r o t o t y p e  f o r
McKinney�s patent, that
his team of engineers and
scientists stumbled upon
the technology that they
are currently using to
create their glucose diag-
nostic system.
�The challenge is to

get people excited about
it. We feel like we have
the Holy Grail and as one
of the partners of one of
this nation�s top 10 IP
Legal firms once stated,
�George if you are suc-
cessful, you and your
firm are going to change
the face of medicine.�
McKinney asks, for your
support for Better Life
Technologies Group by
visiting and donating to
the site below.
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actively involved in Delta
Zeta, the John Marshall Pre-
Law Society and the public
affairs student committee.
She also has served on the
University’s Diversity Com-

mittee and the Student Gov-
ernment legislative affairs
committee.

She hopes to attend law
school and eventually run
for office again, with her

eyes on the U.S. Senate.
“Running for office is one

of the most exhausting
things there is, so I would
like to serve for at least six
years,” Lopez said. “My
mom told me she admires
that I’m so driven, but she’s

also afraid, knowing politics
can be brutal. She hopes it
doesn’t drag down my spir-
its.”

For now, her involvement
with AAUW is another way
to gain national advocacy
experience. The organiza-

tion has more than 170,000
members and supporters
across the U.S. and is active
on more than 800 college
and university campuses. Its
members work to empower
women and girls through
advocacy, education, philan-

thropy and research.
“I’m really excited to rep-

resent UT Dallas. Every
time we have an accom-
plishment like this, we get
closer to being a school of
renown. I’m happy to be
part of that,” Lopez said.

LOPEZ, continued from Page 2

HBCU,
continued from Page 4

Dallas ISD application period for 2017-18 school year is open
The application period is

open December 5 through
Jan. 31 to apply to attend a
Dallas Independent School
District (Dallas ISD) mag-
net school, transformation
school, Two-Way Dual
Language program or colle-
giate academy for the 2017-
2018 school year.

Below are more details
on each type of school and
program:

Magnet school
Dallas ISD is home to

some of the nation’s top
magnet schools. Students

applying to attend one of
the district magnet schools
must meet certain eligibility
requirements.

Applications are available at
dallasisd.org/page/182.

Transformation school
Public school choice pro-

grams offer specialized ac-
ademic programming, sim-
ilar to magnet schools. 

Transformation schools
are one of the new school
choice categories that taps
into students’ individual in-
terests, learning styles and
aspirations. These schools
do not have academic entry
requirements – they are
open enrollment for stu-
dents across the district, but
space is limited.

Applications are available
at dallasisd.org/page/40326.

Two-Way
Dual-Language program
The Two-Way Dual-Lan-

guage program puts Spanish-
speaking and English-speak-
ing students in the same
classroom, teaches them the
same curriculum in both lan-
guages, and creates bilingual,
bicultural and biliterate stu-
dents. Students in pre-K
through first grade are eligi-
ble to enroll in the program.

Learn more at dallasisd.org-
/duallanguage.

Collegiate academies
Students who attend a col-

legiate academy can earn up
to 60 hours of college credit
or an associate degree — at
no cost to them — concur-
rently while earning a high
school diploma.

Dallas ISD launched seven
new collegiate academies
and a P-TECH this school
year, and will launch another
10 district collegiate acade-
mies for the 2017–2018
school year.

Current eighth-graders
may apply to attend a colle-
giate academy. Applica-
tions are available at dal-
lasisd.org/page/41447.

The application window to attend a Dallas ISD special program or
school is open through Jan. 31. (Image: DISD)

CHOICE, continued from Page 5

UTA’s status as one of the
most diverse universities in
the nation. The Center’s
mission is to enlighten, in-
spire and empower students,
faculty and community
stakeholders to create pro-
gressive, collaborative solu-
t ions  that  dr ive social
change within the African-
Amer ican  communi ty,
specifically, and the broader

society generally.
Among i ts  s ignature

events and initiatives are its
CAAS Opening Lecture,
Evening of Arts and Letters,
and annual CAAS Confer-
ence. Guest speakers have
included noted and re-
spected leaders, such as state
Sen. Royce West, D-Dallas,
New York Daily News jus-
tice writer Shaun King, and

Bernice King, minister, at-
torney and daughter of late
civil rights leader Martin
Luther King Jr.

“The work of the Center
for African American Stud-
ies is vitally important in
terms of helping the com-
munity, state and nation bet-
ter understand social and
cultural perspectives in our
quickly changing world,”
said Sen. West, a UTA alum-
nus. “I commend my alma

mater for the work that it is
doing and offer my sincerest
congratulations to Dr. Shel-
ton.”

Shelton’s vision for ad-
vancing the Center  for
African American Studies
includes three major goals:

Increasing the number of
students in the African
American Studies minors
program;

Ensuring that the Center
has a meaningful impact on

campus, and;
Establishing a Department

of Diversity Studies.
The AAST minor is a

comprehensive, interdisci-
plinary program that pre-
pares students for critical
thinking and discourse on
race and contextual factors,
social consciousness and
awareness and civic engage-
ment. Visit uta.edu/caas/ for
more information.

SHELTON, continued from Page 2

The final round of the Gardere MLK Jr. Oratory competition will be held on Friday, January 13, 2017 at the
Majestic Theatre in downtown Dallas. Finalists are (From L to R): Lola West, K.B. Polk Center for Academi-
cally Talented and Gifted; Jace Roberson, J.P. Starks Math, Science and Technology Vanguard; Ashley Pat-
terson, Harry C. Withers Elementary School; Jordan Mays, T.L. Marsalis Elementary School; Asad King,

William Brown Miller Elementary School; Sierra Jones, Charles Rice Learning Center; Taneka Ervin, Clara
Oliver Elementary School; Andrea Botho, Frederick Douglass Elementary School. (Photo: DISD)

Annual MLK Oratory
contest goes to finals

Twenty-five fourth and
fifth-grade students from Dal-
las ISD schools competed for
a spot as one of eight finalists
in the 25th annual Gardere
MLK Jr. Oratory Competi-
tion. The students delivered
original three-to-five-minute
speeches, answering the
question: “If Dr. King were
alive today, what would he

say about Muhammad Ali’s
contribution to society?” 

The final round of the com-
petition will be held on Fri-
day, January 13, 2017 at the
Majestic Theatre in down-
town Dallas.

The annual competition is
presented, hosted and spon-
sored by Gardere Wynne
Sewell LLP.



Each year,  a  crew of
about 25 Parks and Recre-
ation employees descend on
Irving’s Centennial Park,
444 W. Second St., to give
it a holiday facelift. In De-
cember, during the week
prior to the annual Holiday
Extravaganza.

This special group of
dedicated workers carefully
wrap the trees and set up
decorative lighted displays
of trains, wreaths and other
seasonal scenes to create a

winter wonderland that de-
lights the young and the
young-at-heart.

This year’s display will
be open to the public from
dusk to 10 p.m. until Dec.

26, weather permitting. The
light display is free and af-
fords a leisurely stroll
through one of the jewels of
Irving’s Heritage District,
Centennial Park.

Perhaps the most interest-
ing fact about this holiday
tradition is that it is staffed
24/7 from the start of the
decorating until it closes
down shortly after Christ-
mas. Parks staff patrols the
area during the day using a
cart. 

On-duty employees wear
uniforms day and night,
clearly identifying them as
city staff, and visitors can
ask any questions they have
about the decorations.

Launched in 2002, this
holiday tradition brings
people from all over the
Dallas-Fort Worth area to
Irving to enjoy a stroll and
the sense of community that
returns year after year. 

So, remember to stop by
this holiday season and
enjoy the peace, tranquility
and beauty of Irving’s Hol-
iday Lights with friends and
family. Be prepared to walk.
Bike riding is not permitted

in the walkways because of
the large numbers of visi-
tors, especially at night.
Riders can lock their bikes
in the park’s bike rack, or
they can walk their bikes on
the paths.

I f  the  weather  tu rns
stormy, the show might not
go on that night. 

For more information,
contac t  the  Parks  and
Recreation Department at
(972) 721-2501.

ing a base of contacts."
She went to work for her

friend Marc Jacobs at Perry
Ellis. Some 10 years later,
in 1999, she reopened her
business. With persever-
ance, she attracted some of
the larger stores such as
Neiman Marcus, Macy's
and Nordstrom.

She has created five la-
bels thus far, including her
namesake Tracy Reese, a
line of clothing worn today
by Hollywood celebrities
and First Lady Michelle
Obama.

Reese said her brand's
aim is to "make women feel
beautiful in everything we

do."
Robin Givhan, Washing-

ton Post fashion editor, said
Reese's designs appeal to
contemporary customers
without being so trendy that
they are quickly outdated.

"Looking at her work
critically over the years,
there is a consistent point of
view, which is important
because it says she has a
distinctive voice," said
Givhan. "There is a lot of
noise in fashion. Those who
rise above have a distinctive
voice. Her sensibility has a
subtext of vintage and retro
in it. It has an almost south-
ern lady- like aspect but it is

fully wholly, rooted in con-
temporary styles. It makes it
a very interesting sensibility
because it has something
that very much speaks to
contemporary customers
but makes you feel it is
rooted in something more
lasting."

Reese is excited about
what she sees as her oppor-
tunity to grow creatively in
the future. For one, she
plans to begin offering her
clothes in larger sizes.

"I think you could run dry
because it's a demanding in-
dustry. You could dial it in
or keep digging deep and
finding something within
yourself," Reese said.

She is well aware that
few black designers reach

her level of global success.
Articles about the disparity
of blacks in the fashion in-
dustry have pointed to
many reasons it exists--
from black parents not see-
ing the fashion industry as a
viable career to cuts in pub-
lic school arts programs and
just the sheer difficulty of
raising the finances needed
to launch a collection.

"We have to keep pushing
the issue (of racial dispar-
ity) so people will be con-
s c i o u s  a b o u t  m a k i n g
changes," said Reese. "We
have to direct people to
proper education paths,
whether it be in production,
design or marketing re-
search. We have to keep the
conversation going."
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Irving Fire Department shares holiday fire safety tips
The Irving Fire Depart-

ment would prefer not to
meet you during this holi-
day trip, except in a waiting
line at the local retail store.
To help everyone to enjoy
this holiday season safe and
sound with family and
friends they are sharing a
few general holiday safety

tips to keep in mind:
• Keep matches, lighters

and candles out of the reach
of children.

• Make an emergency
plan to use if a fire breaks
out anywhere in the home.
See that each family mem-
ber knows what to do.
PRACTICE THE PLAN!

• Check smoke detectors
and carbon monoxide
alarms in your home. Make
sure they are working prop-
erly.

• Avoid wearing loose
flowing clothes (particu-
larly long, open sleeves)
near open flames, such as
those of a fireplace, stove or

candlelit table.
• Never burn candles near

evergreens. Burning ever-
greens in the fireplace can
also be hazardous.

• Plan for safety. Look for
and eliminate potential dan-
ger spots near candles, fire-
places, trees and/or electri-
cal connections.

Roaring fireplaces and candles are delightful during the holiday sea-
son but important to keep safety in mind. (Image: Irving)

Another clean-up planned for Shelton’s Bear Creek

Father Bob Corley (red shirt) at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church and his
son Anderson with other volunteers get right to work cleaning out the
debris and overgrown grass, weeds and trees covering the historic

gravesites at Shelton’s Bear Creek.

Community members are
coming together again to
continue the efforts to
clean-up Shelton’s Bear
Creek Cemetery this week-
end. The event is planned
for 8 a.m. on Saturday, Dec.
10. The primary focus will
be to paint the inside and
outside of the fence sur-
rounding the cemetery.
The North Dallas Gazette

recently covered the Call to
Action to clean-up last

month, which was a tremen-
dous success as we spot-
lighted in our follow-up re-
port about the great turnout
at the event.

Shel ton  Bear  Creek
Cemetery is a burial place
that predates the end of the
Civil  War according to
deeds researched by Bond.
It was awarded a historical
marker by the Texas Histor-
ical Commission, a state
agency for historic preser-

vation.
According to the marker

designated by the Texas
Historical Commission,
Minnie Sheldon (Shelton),
purchased 80 acres of land
in 1879 for $130, then the
Shelton family donated the
property for a cemetery.
During the mid-1800’s,
African Americans were
brought to the area as
slaves, after the end of the
Civil War many remained to

begin their lives as Freed-
men.

Anyone is invited to join
them, please bring a paint
brush or a roller if you can.
They will have supplies on
hand, but do not know how
many are expected to attend
and want to ensure every-
one is able to work.

For more information,
please contact Anthony
Bond at 214-830-6719.

Light up the holidays at Irving’s Centennial until Dec. 26



By Ruth Ferguson
NDG Editor

The rest of the nation was
abuzz about Irving’s Larry
Jefferson; he garnered na-
tional headlines when Santa
Experience of  Mall  of
America in Minnesota hired
him as their first Black
Santa last week. However,
North Dallas Gazette pro-
filed Jefferson’s journey as
Santa last year. He learned
about  the  oppor tuni ty
through networking at a
Santa convention held in
Branson, Missouri earlier
this year.

“It was an incredible ex-
perience,” Jefferson shared
during a telephone inter-
view on Dec. 6. Landon
Luther, the owner of Santa
Experience, provided him
with a first-rate experience
during the four days Jeffer-
son served as Jolly St. Nick.
“I want to give a shout out
to the people of Minnesota
who showed me nothing
but love and respect,” Jef-
ferson said.

In today’s political cli-

mate, they were realistic
and knew there was a pos-
sibility of a negative reac-
tion. However, Jefferson
shared that although pre-

pared, there was no dust-up.
In general, most of the
haters hid behind their key-

ADDISON
OPH DFW makes
$1,000 donation to
The Original Pancake

House (OPH) DFW do-
nated $1000 to Big Brothers
Big Sisters (BBBS) in Dal-
las. In the spirit of giving
this holiday season, OPH-
DFW in Addison donated a
portion of their Thanksgiv-
ing Day sales to the local
organization that provides
positive mentoring relation-
ships to children facing ad-
versity.

“The Original Pancake
House and our Guests are
proud to support BBBS,”
said Kevin Payne, OPH-
DFW Pres ident .  “This
remarkable organization
works to develop positive
relationships that have a di-
rect and lasting effect on the
lives of young people.”

CARROLLTON
Game on! For adults

on Dec. 10
Board games are so much

more than the Chutes and
Ladders or Monopoly of
our childhood. Come to the

Library and check out new
and trendy games. Whether
you’re looking for a game
to test your strategy or so-
cial deduction skills or if
you’re just looking for a so-
cial trivia game, we’ve got
you covered. You are also
free to bring your own
games to share with others.

Game on! Ages 18+ are
invited to this free game
event at Hebron & Josey Li-
brary (4220 N. Josey Lane)
from 3:30-5:30 p.m. on Sat-
urday, Dec. 10.

Available games include
Wits & Wagers, Telestra-
tions, Utter Nonsense, Dixit,

Ultimate Werewolf, Tsuro,
Bang! The Dice Game, The
Resistance, and more!

For more information,
visit cityofcarrollton.com/li-
brary.

GARLAND
Firemen host holiday

toy drive
Make this holiday special

for a child in need. The Gar-
land Firefighters Associa-
tion and Garland Fire De-
partment are collecting new,
unwrapped toys for their
annual toy drive. Toys will
be collected at all 11 Gar-
land fire stations and at Fire

Administration, 1500 High-
way 66. Garland firefighters
will deliver the toys to local
children. Toy collection
boxes are available at each
fire station, and toys will be
collected through Christ-
mas.  All  toy donat ions
should be new and un-
wrapped.

Find your nearest fire sta-
tion at GarlandFire.com.
For more information, con-
tact Jerry Click at 903-513-
4393 or  JCl ick@Gar-
landTX.gov.

McKINNEY
Packets available for

interested City
Council candidates
The Mayor and three

McKinney City Council
seats will be up for voter
consideration during the
general election in May. In-
dividuals  interested in
learning more about run-
ning can pick up candidate
packets from the City Sec-
retary at City Hall, 222 N.
Tennessee St. starting Dec.
6. The deadline to file for a

place on the ballot is 5 p.m.
on Feb. 17.

Voters will elect repre-
sentatives for Mayor, one At
Large seat, plus the District
1 and the District 3 seats.
The general election is
scheduled for May 6. Early
voting takes place from
April 24—May 2. 

For more information
about City Council candi-
date packets or elections,
call City Secretary Sandy
Hart at 972-547-7505 or
email shart@mckinney-
texas.org.

PLANO
Lights, Sights and
Love of the holiday

season
Old Sain t  Nicholas

makes several  s tops in
Plano this weekend. Here
are a two special events to
see Jol ly  Old St .  Nick
around town.

Saturday, Dec. 10, 9-11
a.m. - Load the family in the
car and head to Carpenter
Park Recreation Center for
Breakfast with Santa. Ad-

mission is $5 per family.
You' l l  enjoy breakfast
treats, create your Santa
wish list and crafts. Little
ones can even have one-on-
one time with Santa and re-
ceive a souvenir photo.

Saturday, Dec. 10, 9-11
a.m. - The Plano Lions Club
Annual Christmas Parade
presents "Plano Wishes You
a Merry Christmas." The
parade route is from the
Plano ISD Administration
Center, 2700 W. 15th St.,
west on 15th Street, then
north on Independence
Parkway and  eas t  on
Parkhaven Drive (Plano
Senior High). Viewing is
best along the east side of
Independence Parkway.
Come early, 6:30-10:30
a.m., for the 44th Annual
Breakfast with Santa at
Vines High School, hosted
by the First Church United
Methodist Men. Get warm
on the inside with all-you-
can-eat pancakes for $5 per
adult and $4 per child. Pro-
ceeds benefit local food
pantries. 
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Pictured left to right Kevin Payne, OPH-DFW President, and Bill
Chinn – Big Brothers Big Sisters Dallas President

Local Black Santa is a national trailblazer

Black Santa (Larry Jefferson-Gamble) has been well known around the
Dallas area for a while, now he is getting national attention for a gig at

the Mall of the Americas.
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Gladys Knight performing in Dallas next spring
The nonprofit AT&T Per-

forming Arts Center an-
nounced this week that tick-
ets for the “Empress of
Soul,” Gladys Knight, will
go on sale Thursday, Dec. 8
at 10 a.m.  The seven-time
Grammy Award-winner,
Gladys Knight, will perform
at 7 p.m. Sunday, April 2,
2017 at the Winspear Opera
House in the downtown Dal-
las Arts District.

Center Members get ac-
cess to the best available
seats. Call Membership
Services at 214-978-2888 or
go to www.attpac.org/sup-
port to join. Center Member-
ship presale began Monday,
December 5 at 10 a.m.

Ticket prices for Gladys
Knight range from $150.00
to $37.50 and can be pur-
chased, beginning on Thurs-
day, Dec. 8 at 10 a.m., online
at www.attpac.org, by phone
at 214-880-0202 or in person
at the AT&T Performing Arts
Center Winspear Opera
House Box Office at 2403
Flora Street. The Box Office
will be open 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
seven days a week and be-
fore performances.

The great ones endure, and
Gladys Knight has long been
one of the greatest. Very few
singers over the last fifty
years have matched her unas-
sailable artistry. This seven-
time Grammy winner has en-
joyed #1 hits in Pop, Gospel,
R&B and Adult Contempo-
rary, and has triumphed in
film, television and live per-
formance.

In her first effort since
2013’s “Another Journey” –
Knight’s 8th solo effort – this
summer marked the release
of “Where My Heart Be-
longs”, a new inspiration
gospel album.  Knight is
a tw0-time Grammy winner
in the gospel category, and
“Where My Heart Belongs”
dropped on September 9th
from Deseret Book, and re-
cently won an NAACP
Image Award for “Outstand-
ing Gospel Album.”

“Another Journey” en-
joyed success from the hit “I
Who Have Nothing” as well
as the uptempo track “Set-
tle,” produced by Randy

Jackson, with whom she pre-
viously collaborated with on
her Grammy-winning album,
“At Last.”  Knight also en-
joyed the success of her song
“You and I Ain’t Nothin’ No
More” which appeared over
the end credits of the criti-
cally-acclaimed Lee Daniels
film THE BUTLER.

Last month, Knight re-
turned to the small screen in
the Lifetime original movie
“Seasons of Love”.  In the
story about two lovers as
they journey through life,

love and family, Knight stars
alongside Oscar-nominee
Taraji P. Henson and fellow
Grammy winner  Cl i ff
“Method Man” Smith. In the
New Year she will guest on
Lee Daniels and FOX TV’s
new series “Empire” oppo-
site Terrence Howard and
Taraji P. Henson.

Also on the small screen,
Knight recently shared her
musical expertise on the sec-
ond season of Centric’s orig-
inal series “Apollo Live.”
Joining judges Doug E.

Fresh and Michael Bivins,
the legendary songstress
gave guidance to contestants
as they took the stage with
the hope to jumpstart their
career in the entertainment
industry.

No stranger to performing
and light choreography over
the course of her career,
Knight raised the stakes
when she put on her dancing
shoes in the spring of 2012.
She joined the cast of ABC’s
hi t  real i ty  competi t ion
“Dancing with the Stars” for
season 14, partnering with
Tristan MacManus.

The year of 2011 was a
year of much recognition as
Knight was both honoring

and being honored, first at a
Michael Jackson tribute con-
cert, and then at the 2011
Soul Train Awards.  At the
Mil len ium Stadium in
Cardiff, Wales, Knight joined
such performers as Jennifer
Hudson,  Beyonce,  and
Smokey Robinson in a trib-
ute to the legendary King of
Pop in a concert event called
“Michael Forever.”  Follow-
ing that, Knight was honored
with a “Legend Award”
alongside fellow recipients
Earth, Wind & Fire on the
BET broadcast of the 3rd an-
nual Soul Train Awards,
hosted by Cedric the Enter-
tainer.

Knight, known as the

“Empress of Soul,” a long-
time Las Vegas resident, re-
turned to the Strip in the late-
2000s to the famed Tropi-
cana Hotel for a special en-
gagement that ran in the
newly named Gladys Knight
Theater, making her the first
African-American performer
to have a venue named after
her in Las Vegas.  This fol-
lowed a successful four-year
show run at The Flamingo,
which the Las Vegas Re-
view-Journal praised as “the
number-one show on the
Strip.”  A tireless humanitar-
ian, Knight is an iconic sup-
porter of the Boys & Girls

See GLADYS, Page 10



By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Contributor

Steve Harvey has a lot on
his plate these days.

The comedian, who is
beloved by millions, has
been busy preparing for the
reboot of the classic “Show-
time at the Apollo” talent
contest that will air on Fox.
The first episode of the re-
boot aired on Monday, De-
cember 5 at 8 p.m.

Harvey’s schedule also
includes the his popular
syndicated morning radio
show, hosting the “Family
Feud” and “Little Big
Shots,” and recently cutting
a new deal to produce a new
daily and yet to be titled tel-
evision show to be distrib-
uted by NBC Universal.

Working non-stop is just
what the legendary King of
Comedy prefers.

“Steve just keeps it real
all of the time,” his long-
t ime fr iend and former
Steve Harvey Show co-host
Cedric the Entertainer said.
“We’ve been friends a long

time. We have a good time,
all of the time.”

Earlier this year, Harvey
revealed in a candid inter-
view with “People” maga-
z i n e  t h a t ,  w h i l e  h e ’s
amassed a fortune north of
$100 million, he was once
homeless and living out of
his Ford Tempo.

“It kills me when I hear
very successful people say,
‘I always knew I would get
here,’” Harvey said. “I did-
n’t. I always hoped I would
get somewhere, but this is
above and beyond.  My
imagination didn’t even go

this big.”
Last month, a “Los Ange-

les Times” feature on Har-
vey explored how the star
has become the new “hard-
est working man in show
business.”

The newspaper noted
what happened when the
taping for “Steve Harvey’s
Funderdome,” an upcoming
“Shark Tank”-style ABC
TV competition series in
which two entrepreneurs
vie for the approval of a live
audience, had just com-
pleted.

As the crowd started to

leave the Television City
studio in Hollywood, Har-
vey, the host who has unof-
ficially inherited the late
James Brown’s title of “the
hardest working man in
show business,” made it
clear he was not done with
them yet.

The entertainer, who has
become a one-man force of
nature in the last 15 years
with a seemingly endless
cavalcade of successes in
the pop culture arena rang-
ing from radio and TV
shows to books to film,
wanted to follow the fun
with his message of faith.

“If you think you can
make it without God, your
ass is trippin’,” the sharply
dressed entertainer with the
thick mustache and shaved
head declared. “I imagined,
when I was 10 years old,
that I would be on TV one
day, and I believed in God
and got successful. You’ve
got to believe. Don’t ever
give up!”

Born in Welch, West Vir-
ginia on January 17, 1957,

Harvey grew up in Cleve-
land and graduated from
Glenville High School in
1974. A proud member of
the Omega Psi Phi frater-
nity, the entertainer at-
tended Kent State Univer-
sity and West Virginia Uni-
versity.

In his earlier life, Harvey
worked as an auto me-
chanic, a carpet cleaner and
for the United States Postal
Service as a mail carrier.

Harvey  began  doing
standup comedy in Cleve-
land in the late 1980s and,
after becoming a finalist in
the famed Johnnie Walker
National Comedy Search in
1990, he was picked to host
“It’s Showtime at the
Apollo.”

He scored his first televi-
sion role on the short-lived
ABC show, “Me and the
Boys,” before hitting pay
dirt with the successful and
popular “The Steve Harvey
Show,” which ran for seven
seasons.

Joining Cedric the Enter-
tainer, D.L. Hughley and

B e r n i e  M a c ,  H a r v e y
launched a comedy tour in
1997 called “The Original
Kings of Comedy,” which
led to a feature film directed
by Spike Lee.

Harvey went on to appear
in several movies and, in
2009, penned the bestseller,
“Act Like a Lady, Think
Like a Man,” which was op-
tioned into a big screen hit.

The “Showtime at the
Apollo” reboot is expected
to feature performances
from established stars and
the legendary “Amateur
Night” segment.

“I’m excited to be going
back home to the Apollo to
celebrate the history of this
great theater,” Harvey said
in a statement. “I have great
memories from my time
there, and this is going to be
a homecoming party that
you won’t want to miss.”

A second “Showtime at
the Apollo” special is al-
ready scheduled for early
next year with aspirations of
the talent showcase return-
ing regularly.

Car Review
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Entertainment Too! Let NDG Entertainment be a part of your upcoming events! Contact marketing@northdallasgazette.com

Do you have an upcoming event? Contact NDG Entertainment at marketing@northdallasgazette.com

NDG Entertainment Ticket Giveaway!!! Follow North Dallas Gazette on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to keep up on all the latest!!!

Enter to Win!
Ticket Giveaway

New partnership with IHOP will help refuel BMW Dallas Marathon runners post-race

Steve Harvey is set to host a reboot of “Showtime at the Apollo.” (The
Steve Harvey Morning Show)

Organizers for the BMW
Dallas Marathon announced
a new partnership with
IHOP® Restaurants where
the iconic breakfast brand
will bring its delicious,
world-famous buttermilk
pancakes to the finish line
of the 2016 BMW Dallas
Marathon, Half Marathon
and Behringer Relay.

Tens of thousands of run-

ners are expected at the 46th
running of the BMW Dallas
Marathon on December 11.
Every race participant will
be able to enjoy a short
stack of IHOP Restaurant’s
Original Buttermilk Pan-
cakes for free at the post-
race party.  

“We’re excited to wel-
come IHOP as a partner for
the 2016 BMW Dallas

Marathon. The promise of
IHOP Restaurant’s famous
pancakes at the end of a run
should provide a bit of extra
motivation for this year’s
participants to cross the fin-
ish line,” said Paul Lambert,
president  of  the Dallas
Marathon. 

The post-race party will
begin at 10 a.m. on Sunday,
December 11 and will take

place at the corner of Mar-
ket and Wood Streets. After
crossing the finish line at
Young Street, participants
and spectators are encour-
aged to join the celebration,
which will feature live
music from A Hard Night’s
Day, Dallas’ award-winning
Beatles tribute band, food
trucks, The Coors Light
party trailer and more.  

“IHOP Restaurants and
our  Dal las-Fort  Worth
metro area franchisees are
honored to  help refuel
BMW Dallas Marathon
runners post-race by serv-
ing them our world-famous
Buttermilk Pancakes at the
celebration festivities,” said
Bill Brasher, IHOP Restau-
rants, Southwest Regional

Marketing Manager. “We
look forward to cheering on
the dedicated athletes par-
ticipating in this year’s race
and being there as they
cross the finish line.”

For more information on
the BMW Dallas Marathon,
H a l f  M a r a t h o n  a n d
Behringer Relay, visit bmw-
dallasmarathon.com.

Steve Harvey returns to the Apollo for Showtime

Ms. Jordan Bagsby was
the North Dallas
Gazeette winner for
tickets to see Mary J.
Blige and Maxwell live
in concert. Stay tuned to
the North Dallas
Gazette on Facebook
and Instagram for
chances to win tickets to
the best shows in DFW.

Another happy winner...
Club of America, to which
she donated a Randy Jack-
sonproduced song, “The
Dream.”  As the celebrated
singer of the timeless song
“Midnight Train to Geor-
gia,” Knight was a natural
fit as national spokesperson
and host of Amtrak’s Na-
tional Train Day, the cele-
bration of which took place
Washington, DC’s famed

Union Station.
In February 2011,

Knight reunited with Elton
John, Dionne Warwick,
and Stevie Wonder for the
first time in 25 years to
perform their Grammy-
winning song, “That’s
What Friends Are For” at
an AIDS research benefit at
the downtown Cipriani in
New York. Adored the

world over, Knight then
toured across the UK, per-
forming at packed arenas
that included a sold-out
performance at Wembley
Stadium.

Today, Knight and hus-
band William, along with
various other members of
the family, oversee her
busy career from the Las
Vegas headquarters of
Shakeji, Inc., her personal
entertainment corporation.

GLADYS, continued from Page 9



Katherine Morris + Co.
has launched two new serv-
ices: a monthly subscription
program called Parker’s
Postbox and holiday card
services to help busy indi-
viduals and organizations
mail their New Year’s greet-
ings. Founded by donor re-
lations specialist Katherine
Morris, the company spe-
cializes in gratitude-focused
services to help nonprofit or-
ganizations and for-profit
businesses recognize donors
and clients.

Morris, a self-described
gratitude champion, ex-
panded her service offerings
with the desire to emphasize
expressions of gratitude in
all types of relationships.

Named in honor of her
niece, the Parker’s Postbox
subscription program offers
a choice of two package op-
tions to be delivered directly
to  the subscr iber  each
month. 

Packages will include a
curated selection of three or
five gratitude and occasion
or seasonal cards with U.S.
postage, as well as one or
two hand-selected gift items,
such as pens, stationery
items, gift tags or art prints.
Many featured pieces are
subscription-only and cus-
tom designed especially for

Katherine Morris + Co.,
whi le  o ther  i t ems  are
sourced from designer sta-
tionery artists around the
world. Subscriptions are
available for purchase at
parkerspostbox.com.

In addition, Katherine
Morris + Co. is offering a
choice of two special pack-
ages to help busy individuals
and businesses send out
New Year’s wishes. The
Extra Hands package in-
cludes the Katherine Morris
+ Co. team addressing, stuff-
ing and mailing clients’ ex-
isting greeting cards. The
Plan It All option includes
the bonus of selecting cards
and stamps from the Kather-
ine Morris + Co. collection.

Morris has focused most
of her professional career on
supporting the work of non-
profit organizations through
donor relations. During her
tenure at Lena Pope, Morris
increased donor retention by
an impressive 22 percent,
which ultimately led to the
creation of Katherine Morris
+ Co. earlier this year. She
now serves as a gratitude
consultant to clients such as
Lena Pope, Clay Pigeon
Food & Drink and the Mod-
ern Art Museum of Fort
Worth.

In addition to a variety of

services ranging from grati-
tude calls and cards to cal-
ligraphy, Katherine Morris +
Co. offers individual cards

and boxed sets at kather-
inemorrisco.com/shop. For
more information, please
visit katherinemorrisco.com.

By Freddie Allen
NNPA Managing Editor

The Black unemployment
rate improved from 8.6 per-
cent in October to 8.1 per-
cent in November, according
to the latest jobs report from
the Labor Department.

The White unemployment
rate ticked down from 4.2
percent in October to 4.1
percent in November, likely
because White workers
dropped out of the labor
market. The labor force par-
ticipation rate for White
workers, which is the share
of workers either employed
or looking for jobs, contin-
ued a three-month slide and
was 62.7 percent in Novem-
ber.

Meanwhile, the labor
force participation rate for
Black workers edged up
slightly from 61.8 percent in
October to 61.9 percent in
November and the employ-

ment-population ratio, or the
share of Blacks that have
jobs compared to the total
population, also took steps in
the right direction, increas-
ing from 56.5 percent in Oc-

tober to 56.9 percent in No-
vember.

Black men over 20 years
old showed the most gains
among the adult worker
groups in November, but
they were also in the biggest
hole. The unemployment
rate for Black men improved
from 8.7 percent in October
to 7.7 percent in November.
The share of Black men who
held jobs also increased from
61.7 percent to 62.3 percent.
The unemployment rate for
Black men was still higher
than the jobless rate for
White men, White women,
and Black women.

Last month, the jobless
rate for White men fell
below 4 percent to 3.9 per-
cent, but the labor force par-

ticipation rate also ticked
down from 71.9 percent in
October to 71.7 percent in
November.

Employment prospects for
Black women over 20 years
old showed small gains in

November. The labor force
participation rate for Black
women increased from 62.3
percent to 62.6 percent and
the employment-population
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We buy 1998-2006 Models
• Must be in good running condition
• Title must be free from liens
• Easy steps to follow, hassle free
selling processing. No ad posting,
no games with dealership sales.
• Quick transaction, you get your
cash fast. We pay you on the spot.

Call today for appointment
at your location

1-972-432-5219
Leave message if no answer, someone 

will get back to you.

See JOBS Page 13

Rep. Bobby Scott (D-Va.) said that the numbers from the latest jobs
report show that our economy continues to move forward from the

worst economic crisis in a generation. This photo was taken during a
forum on criminal justice reform in Northwest Washington, D.C. in

July 2015. (Freddie Allen/AMG/NNPA)

Black unemployment rate falls to 8.1 percent in November

Local business launched provides holiday
card services and monthly subscriptions



Americans’ love affair
with online shopping con-
tinues to grow, and retailers
predict a 7 to 10 percent in-
crease in online sales this
holiday season, according
to the National Retail Fed-
eration.

While that news might
make retailers giddy, secu-
rity experts are reiterating
their annual warnings that
the convenience of online
shopping comes with haz-
ards. You could become the
target of hackers out to steal
your credit card or bank in-
formation, or “porch pi-
rates” who prey on those
packages  le f t  on  your
doorstep.

“Consumers need to take
proper precautions if they
don’t want their holiday
merriment turning into hol-
iday gloom,” says Gary Mi-
liefsky, CEO of SnoopWall,
a company that specializes
in cyber security.

Changing all your pass-
words frequently is one way
to protect what’s yours.
Deleting smartphone or
tablet apps you don’t use is
another smart move, Milief-
sky says, because many of
those apps may be malware
that spies on you.

Even porch pirates – gen-
erally seen as low-tech
thieves who simply cruise
neighborhoods looking for
packages – can go high tech
by infiltrating your smart-
phone  where  they  can
eavesdrop on your orders
and deliveries.

“Both porch pirates and
hackers count on people
being lax with their de-
fenses,” Miliefsky says.
“But with a little prepara-

tion you can thwart their
plans.”

He offers a few tips for
doing just that:

• Shop online only from
websites you trust. If you
don’t know where the mer-
chant is located, don’t shop
online there. If they don’t
have a corporate address or
are located in another coun-
try, it could be iffy whether
you ever see the goods you
think you purchased. Also,
if their shopping-cart expe-
rience is not an HTTPS
browser  sess ion ,  then
everything you type in –
your name, address and
credit-card information – is
going over the Internet un-
encrypted, in plain view.

• Pay with credit cards
rather than debit cards. If
you experience identity
theft, credit card laws allow
you to keep all of your
credit immediately, with no

responsibility during an
identity theft or fraud inves-
tigation. With a debit card,
your bank’s policy can be to
tie up your money in the
amount of the fraudulent
transactions for up to 30
days.  Some have been
known to take up to 60 days
to resolve the issue.

• Get permission to ship
all your packages to work.
That way they aren’t left
unguarded at your doorstep
for hours where anyone
walking by could snatch
them. If this arrangement
works out, be sure to tell all
your friends and family also
to ship packages to your
work address.

• Ask a friend or neighbor
to receive your packages for
you. You might not be home
on work days, but plenty of
people are. Trusted friends
who are retired or who
work at home might be

happy to let you have pack-
ages delivered to them for
safe keeping.

“It’s wonderful that you
can go online and track
down those hard-to-find
gifts that aren’t available in
local shops,” Miliefsky
s ays .  “ J u s t  make  s u r e
you’re taking measures to
help keep you and your per-
sonal information safe. The
holidays will be a whole lot
brighter if you do.”

Gary S.  Mil iefsky is
founder of SnoopWall Inc.
(www.snoopwall.com), a

cutting edge counter-intelli-
gence technology company
offering free consumer-
based software to secure
personal data on cell-

phones and tablets, while
generating revenues helping
banks and government
agencies secure their net-
works. 
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Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing
business in the North Texas market since 1963. With clients such as
TxDOT, Dallas County Public Works, and the Cities of Dallas, Fort Worth,
Richardson and Mansfield (plus many others), we have a strong backlog
of work in the highway market locally.
We are currently hiring for the following positions:
 CDL Drivers* (water truck, haul truck, end dump truck) *some
driver positions may require tanker endorsement
 Finishers (Paving)
 Form Setters (Paving)
 Laborer (Structures, must have valid DL)
 Loader Operator
 Motor Grader Operator
 Roller Operator
 Slipform Operator
Available: multiple openings
Rate: Negotiable
Must have own transportation
Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (de-
pending on position) 
Physical and Drug Screen Required
Must have a Clear Background
Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs)

Ed Bell
Construction 
Company

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Must apply in PERSON, Monday – Friday from 8am to 11am 
@ 10605 Harry Hines Blvd.

Please visit our website: www.edbellconstruction.com/careers
Or email your resume to: careers@edbellconstruction.com

Identity theft is a problem year round – including the holidays and tax
season. (Image: Blue Diamond Gallery)

Tips to protect your money from
identity theft during the holidays
Christmas is the time for

shopping, family and, un-
fortunately, scammers –
clever thieves who special-
ize in exploiting others by
stealing their personal bank-
ing information and walk-
ing away with new iden-
tities and someone else’s

money.
“The hol idays are  so

busy. You’re not thinking
much. You’ve got a dozen
presents, and you have kids
with you. There’s just too
much going on,” said Jason
Alvarado, lead faculty for
the digital forensics pro-

gram at Richland College.
Thieves are setting traps

with the use of skimmers or
card readers at all places
where consumers swipe
their credit and debit cards.
Most consumers assume
they are safe at bank ATMS
but they aren’t, Alvarado

said.
“Sometimes thieves will

hide a camera that looks
like a security camera, so
you think you’re secure –
and you’re not,” he said. “If
something looks out of
place, it probably is. Go to
another bank or retailer.”

Protect your holiday gifts from the porch pirates and hackers

Eco-Site, Inc. proposes to build a 110-foot monopole
Communications Tower at the approx. vicinity of 6151
Duck Creek Drive, Garland, Dallas County, TX 75043.
Public comments regarding potential effects from this
site on historic properties may be submitted within 30
days from the date of this publication to:  Trileaf Corp,
Andrew, a.bray@trileaf.com, 2550 S. IH-35, Suite
200, Austin, TX 78704, 512-519-9388.



ratio also increased from
57.9 percent to 58.2 percent.
The jobless rate for Black
women was 7.1 percent in
November, unchanged since
October.

The unemployment rate
for White women over 20
years old decreased from 3.8
percent in October to 3.7
percent in November and the
share of White women that
held jobs slipped from 55.3
percent in October to 55.2
percent in November.

The Labor Department re-
ported that the national un-
employment rate fell to 4.6
percent in November, and
the economy added 178,000
jobs in November.

“In November, 1.9 million
persons were marginally at-
tached to the labor force, up
by 215,000 from a year ear-
lier,” the Labor Department
report said. “These individu-
als were not in the labor
force, wanted and were
available for work, and had
looked for a job sometime in
the prior 12 months. They
were not counted as unem-
ployed, because they had not
searched for work in the 4
weeks preceding the sur-
vey.”

In a post on EPI.org, the
website for the Economic
Policy Institute (EPI), Elise
Gould, senior economist for
EPI, wrote that the national
unemployment rate declined,
“largely because of a drop in

labor force participation.”
Gould also noted that even

though wage growth is now
faster than it was in the first
five-plus years of the recov-
ery, when it averaged two
percent, “It doesn’t reflect
full employment wage
growth, or even the wage
growth we experienced be-
fore the Great Recession hit
— by no means a full em-
ployment economy.”

In 2016, the economy has
added about 180,000 jobs
per month. Last year, the
m o n t h l y  a v e r a g e  w a s
229,000 jobs.

In a statement about the
report, the Republican Na-
tional Committee (RNC)
noted that the manufacturing
sector lost 4,000 jobs in No-
vember.

“The 4,000 manufacturing
jobs that disappeared last
month come on top of the
over 300,000 that have been
lost under President Obama,
more proof that President-
elect Donald Trump’s efforts
to stand up for the American
worker is the commitment
our country needs right
now,” said RNC Co-Chair
Sharon Day, in the state-
ment. “This election showed
that millions of Americans
don’t trust Democrats to cre-
ate good jobs and opportu-
nity, and President-elect
Trump’s determination to
save 1,000 jobs in Indiana is
just a preview of his agenda

of prosperity for all.
Day continued: “Even be-

fore taking office, President-
elect Trump has proven that
protecting and creating jobs
will be among his highest
priorities as president, and
Americans who have spent
years struggling under Pres-
ident Obama can look for-
ward to a brighter future for
themselves and their fami-
lies.”

The Carrier jobs that Pres-
ident-elect Trump took credit
for saving come with strings
attached. Reuters reported
that, “Indiana state officials
have agreed to give United
Technologies Corp $7 mil-
lion worth of tax breaks to
encourage the company to
keep at least 1,069 jobs at its
Carrier unit in Indianapolis.”

Carrier still plans to send
about 1,300 jobs to Mexico.

Rep. Bobby Scott (D-Va.)
also offered his take on the
Labor Department’s report.
Scott said that the numbers
show that our economy con-
tinues to move forward from
the worst economic crisis in
a generation.

“There is no doubt we

have made great strides the
last eight years, but our com-
mitment to creating a more
balanced and fair economy
remains a priority,” said
Scott.

Scott lamented the federal
court’s decision to block an
updated overtime rule that
would have helped more
than four million workers.

“Prior to the court’s deci-
sion and even before the
overtime update was final-
ized, my Republican col-
leagues launched a cam-
paign to stop and dismantle
this meaningful rule that
would serve working peo-
ple,” said Scott. “With a new
Congress and new Adminis-
tration fast approaching, I
urge my colleagues to stand
behind their promises of
building an economy where
working families can suc-
ceed.”
Scott continued: “One of

the very first bipartisan steps
we can take is to ensure
working  people  aren’t
robbed of the hard-earned
pay that they deserve. That
means standing behind the
updated overtime rule.”

Attention Suppliers of Goods,
Services and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
https://garlandtx.ionwave.net

www.garlandpurchasing.com

972-205-2415
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Statewide African
American
Press\Association
is seeking a
statewide sales
representative.

The Texas Publish-
ers Association is
seeking a
statewide sales
representative to
represent the overall sales objective for the
organization. Individual must have a proven
sales track record with local and regional
sales strategies.

Also the individual must be:
• A self-starter
• Have excellent written and verbal commu-
nication skills
• A visionary
• Professional
• Have excellent organizational skills
Previous advertising agency and direct
sales experience a plus. Position is com-
mission based.

Serious inquiries only.
Please email resume to

inquiries1909@gmail.com or leave a mes-
sage for the position at 972-432-5219.

DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING AND
REWARDING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE
OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

• Competitive wages
• Array of benefits

• Education incentive pay
• ...and more

REGISTER ONLINE TO TAKE
THE CITY OF IRVING’S NEXT

CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM

www.cityofirving.org
The City of Irving does not discriminate on the
basis of race, sex, religion, age or disability in

employment or the provision of services.

Experienced Print
& Web advertising

Indoor sales.
12.00 to 15.00 per hour

against commission.
Candidate must have 3 years of

Verifiable experience.
Must be able to sell minority
Media, Print & Web 25 to 30

hours weekly.
Must be highly motivated 

and a Self-Starter.

ONLY EXPERIENCED 
ADVERTISING CANDIDATE

SHOULD APPLY.
Send Resume to:

Inquiries1909@ gmail.com
Or leave message @

972.432.5219

JOBS, continued from Page 11

Looking for
energetic interns
in the Dallas Area

A local community news-
paper has an internship
position available. The
goal is to provide stu-
dents and aspiring writ-
ers an opportunity to gain
published clips, experi-
ence and professional
feedback. The position is
for 20 hours a week at
$8.50 per hour. Assignments will include covering
local events, phone interviews, and rewriting
press releases.

Send resume and writing samples to:
inquiries1909@gmail.com



BETHEL BIBLE 
FELLOWSHIP,
CARROLLTON

(A PLACE TO BE-
LONG)

NOTICE:  Pastor Wood-
son serves the community
by providing “Profes-
sional Therapy and Coun-
seling Services” NOT
FREE, but on a “Sliding
Fee” scale.  To schedule an
appointment call the Pas-
toral Counseling Center
at 972-526-4525 or email
the church.     

December 11, 9:45 a.m.
You’re invited to our Sun-
day Morning “Prayer and
Meditation” followed by
Morning Worship Service at
10 a.m.  See what God is
doing through and with us;
you will be blessed.

December 14, 7 p.m.
Join us in Wednesday’s
Prayer and Bible Study
Class with Senior Pastor
Woodson and Pastor
Brenda Patterson teaching a
series on “Design for Disci-
pleship, Book 5, Chapter
4.”   Spiritual maturity is
God’s desire for you.  It’s
Time to Grow; Ephesians
4:12 & 13.

Dr. Terrance Woodson,
Senior Pastor
1944 E. Hebron Parkway
Carrollton, TX  75007
972-492-4300
w w w. b e t h e l b i b l e f e l -
loswhip.org 
______________________

CHRIST COMMUNITY
CHURCH

IN RICHARDSON

December 11, 8:45 a.m.
and 11 a.m.

You’re invited to our Morn-
ing Services as we worship,
honor and praise God for
His blessings.  

December 14
Join us at 12 Noon with
Rev. Viveca Potter teaching
on the Word of God; come
back at 6:45 p.m. for Cor-
porate Prayer and stay for
Senior Pastor Autry at 7:30
p.m. teaching the Word of
God.  Our youth will come
for Food and Fellowship at
7 p.m. followed by Bible
Study at 7:30 p.m.

Dr. Terrence Autry,
Senior Pastor
701 Centennial 
972-991-0200
Richardson, TX 75081
www.Chr i s t communi -
tyrichardson.org

FELLOWSHIP
CHRISTIAN

CENTER CHURCH IN
ALLEN

“THE SHIP”

Follow us on Social Media
(Facebook, Twitter, YouTube
and Vimeo). 

December 11, 8 a.m.
Join us on our main campus
at 200 West Belmont Drive
for Early Morning Worship
and be blessed; followed by
our Sunday Worship Serv-
ices at Bolin Elementary
School in Allen, Texas
75002 and bring someone
with you, you will be
blessed.

December 14
Join us in our Wednesday’s
12 Noon-Day Live, Prayer
and Bible Study and/or our
Wednesday Night Live,
Prayer and Bible Study at 7
p.m. to learn more about
God’s Word at the Joycie
Turner Fellowship Hall,
200 West Belmont Drive in
Allen.  Be encouraged by
God’s plan for your matu-
rity and His glory; and most
of all, be prepared to grow.
Dr.  W.  L. Stafford, Sr., Ed. D.
Senior Pastor
5705 Cheyenne Drive
at Bolin Elementary School
in Allen 75002 for Sunday
Morning Worship and the
Admin. Building Address
is 200 W. Belmont Drive
Allen, TX   75013 
972-359-9956

www.theship3c.org 
______________________

INSPIRING BODY OF
CHRIST CHURCH,

Let’s Go Fishing!
MATTHEW 4:19 

It’s a New Year and a new
time.  Unite, only one Sun-
day Morning Worship Serv-
ice, mark your calendars;
starting January 1, 2017 our
new starting time will be 10
a.m.

December 11, 7:30 
and/or 11:30 a.m.

You’re invited this Sunday
as we praise, worship,
honor and magnify God’s
Holy name.

December 12, 7 p.m.
Join us in Monday School
as we grow in God’s Word
and learn what God has to
say to us.

Pastor Rickie Rush
7701 S Westmoreland Road
Dallas, TX  75237
972-372-4262
www.Ibocchurch.org
______________________

MT. OLIVE CHURCH 
OF PLANO (MOCOP)

December 11, 10 a.m.
Join us for Worship Service
as we praise and worship
God for His Honor and His
glory; and don’t forget to
comeback at 7 p.m. for our
Brazilian Church.  

December 14
You’re invited to our
Wednesday’s Bible Study
class; you will learn what
God has to say to us.  Come
to be encouraged by God’s
plan for your spiritual
growth and His glory.

Pastor Sam Fenceroy
Senior Pastor and
Pastor Gloria Fenceroy
300 Chisholm Place
Plano, TX  75075
972-633-5511
www.mocop.org
______________________

SHILOH MBC
IN PLANO (WHERE

COMMUNITY 
BECOMES FAMILY)

December 11, 
8 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Join us for Worship Serv-
ices and fellowship as we
give God all glory, honor
and praise. 
Also, don’t forget our An-
nual Christmas Banquet at 2
p.m. until 6 p.m. It’s always
fun and inspirational.  Call
the church for details.

December 14, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our
Wednesday’s Bible Study to
learn more about God’s
Word.  Come and be en-
couraged by God’s plan for
your maturity and growth;
it’s all for His glory and His
honor.  We are, “Growing in
Christ through the study of
His Word.” 

Our AWANA (Approved
W o r k m a n  A r e  N o t
Ashamed from 2 Timothy
2:15) is held from 6:30 -
8:15 pm, now through May.
Kick-off was September
7th.  There is no charge for
registration for new partici-
pants! This is a Bible-based
program for children and
youth, ages three years old
through the 12th grade.  The
emphasis is on memorizing
the Word of God and devel-
oping a personal relation-
ship with our Lord Jesus
Christ in a structured, safe
and fun environment.
Our church ministries offer
opportunities for motivation
and growth; join us and see.
Be blessed of the Lord.

Dr. Isaiah Joshua, Jr.
Senior Pastor

920 E. 14th Street
Plano, TX   75074
972-423-6695
www.smbcplano.org
______________________

WESTSIDE BAPTIST
CHURCH

December 11, 3 p.m.
You’re invited to join us for
a FREE evening of joy,
songs and praise with the
100 Voices Male Choruses
from the DFW Metroplex,
with special guest Nathan
Myers

Minister Thomas Bessix
Senior Pastor
900 Bellaire Blvd.
Lewisville, TX  75067
972-221-5668
www.wbcchurch.org
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Investors Liquidation Sale:
Laurel Land Cemetery Burial Plot For Sale (one space)

Section # 3, Space # 15, Lot # 20

Laurel Land Cemetery charges for cost of single Plot: $3995.00
Discount Amount, if you act right away: <$1745.00> (your savings)

Your Cost: $2250.00

Call Today! 
972.432.5219 

(leave message,if no answer)

Dennis Jarvis / Flickr

NDG now has a “Special Advertising Package”for
churches and non-profit organizations that need to let
the community know about your Special Event.

Opportunity You Can Measure...

Church Events
• Church Anniversary
• Pastor’s Anniversary
• Women’s Day
• Men’s Day

Non-Profit Org. Events
• Fundraisers
(Concerts)
• Special Events
(Personal or Community)

Special Rate $199
(Black & White, per insertion)

Ad size - 4.905”x 6”(Quarter Page, B&W)
(NOTE: Color Ad $75 extra per inserion)

Production disclaimer - NDG ad meake-ready 
is not included in promotion.

Layout/production of “copy ready”ad will be a nominal extra cost.

E-mail ad copy to:
Marketing@NorthDallasGazette.com

or call our Marketing Department today!

972-509-9049



“For as many as are led
by the Spirit of God they are
the sons of God. For ye
have not received the Spirit
of bondage again to fear;
but ye have received the
Spirit of adoption, whereby
we cry Abba, Father. 

The spirit itself beareth
witness with our spirit, that
we are the children of God.”
Romans 8:14-16.

Joshua and Caleb are de-
scribed in Bible Scripture as
men who had a different
spirit. They were two of the
12 spies sent into the Prom-
ised Land to determine if it
could be taken as God had
promised it to them.  

The other ten gave a bad
report that instilled fear in
the people ,  which ul t i -
mately caused a rebellion.
This resulted in an entire
generation dying in the

desert.
Joshua and Caleb were

the only two who were led
by the Spirit of God, versus
the spirit of fear.  They were
the only ones to enter the
Promised Land from their
generation.

Are you an individual led
by the Spirit of God?  The
verse above tells us that
those who are led by the
Spirit are sons of God.  

"But My servant Caleb,
because he had another
spirit with him, and hath
followed Me fully, him will
I bring into the land where-
into he went; and his seed
shall possess it.”  Numbers
14:24.   

Caleb was a Spirit of God
man. The Spirit led him.  He
was not led by fear.

Many bel ievers  have
failed to enter into their own
Promised Land because
they have failed to be led by
the Spirit of God rather than
by fear of the unknown.  

Fear prevents Christians
from entering into what
God has promised for them.
God has reserved an inheri-
tance for Christians that is

exceedingly good.  
“Now unto Him that is

able to do exceeding abun-
dantly above all that we ask
or think, according to the
power that worketh in us,”
Ephesians 3:20. 

God described the Prom-
ised Land as a land of milk
and honey.  Christian’s own
Promised Land is the same,

a land of milk and honey.   
But, they must be led by

the Spirit of God to enter in.
Christians cannot be led by
fear, reason and analysis, or
even skill. The Spirit must
lead them.

God’s plans are bigger
than Christians could ever
imagine. He will always
honor His promises. His

love shows no bounds and
He always look at the heart. 

However, it is good for
Christians to remember that
God will discipline Chris-
tians when they stray and
the Holy Spirit will convict
the heart and speak to the
mind to keep Christians in
line with God’s purpose.

Something to Ponder:
Get B.A.D. Not MAD -- I
saw a man with an acronym
on his shirt that had “I’m
B.A.D.”; being curious I
asked the man, “What does
B.A.D. stand for?  He said:

B . A . D .  s t a n d s  f o r
“Blessed And Delivered.”
A little advice for the Chris-

tian for this Holiday Season
and for the rest of your life.

1)  When the enemy tries
to attack you, be B.A.D.
Pray for the enemy

2)  When things don’t see
to be going right on your
job, be B.A.D.  Take it to
the Lord in prayer.

3)  When things are not
looking good in your life,
be B.A.D.  Talk to people
and take it to the Lord in
prayer.  

4)  When folks scandalize
your name, be B.A.D; and
take it to the Lord in prayer.
Get with somebody that you
can just be B.A.D. with and
praise the Lord.
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Send email to: businessoffice@
northdallasgazette.com to sign up
for Sister Tarpley's weekly elec-
tronic newsletter.

A ‘Spirit of God’ Christian

Senior Pastor Terrance & Sister Ve Woodson, as they are bid-
ding farewell to Bro. Robert (Bob) Miranda; he is moving back

home to Miami, Florida as they are wishing Bro. Bob and
everyone a Merry Christmas and a very Happy and Prosper

New Year  

North Dallas Gazette takes a moment to
reflect on the past with

Historical Perspectives
from Sister Tarpley

Hear what it was like growing up in a very dif-
ferent Dallas when Booker T. Washington was
a black school. Sister Tarpley graduated frm

there and went on to college and later became
a city councilmember in Carrollton.

Look for NDGTV at NorthDallasGazette.com



boards. Of course with the
children, there was no prob-
lem.

“Kids don’t see color,
they just see Santa,” Jeffer-
son said. He shared that the

turnout was incredible.
“People came from Ari-
zona, Dallas, and Chicago
just to get their picture with
me,” according to Jefferson.

This is not Jefferson’s

first year to serve as the
leader of Rudolph and the
North Pole. A retired U.S.
Army veteran, Jefferson has
been the man in the red suit
since 1999. It may seem
like fun and games, but Jef-
ferson, an actor by trade,
takes the task seriously. He

discussed how much the
team must do to calm a
y o u n g  c h i l d  p e r h a p s
frighten by the man with
the big beard.

Jefferson’s holiday sea-
son kicked off in September
when he was hired for holi-
day shows held at the Con-

vention Center as retailers
and other holiday profes-
sionals prepare for their
busy t ime of  year.  His
schedule is pretty much
booked for the 2016 holi-
day season and included
serving once again as Santa
for the Uber holiday party.

He also is being flown to
New York City for a private
family affair.

If you want to stay in the
know about Jefferson’s up-
coming appearances and
possibly book him early for
2017, send an email to san-
taclauslj@yahoo.com.
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer

Your new Christmas out-
fit is absolutely perfect.

It’s just the right mix of
red and green for the holi-
days, with a little thread of
gold for sparkle. The top
part fits, the bottom part
fits, you even got new
shoes. Santa’s got a special
outfit for the holidays, too,
but in the book “Santa’s
Unde rwea r”  by  Mar ty
Rhodes Figley, illustrated
by Marty Kelley, what’s
under there is missing.

Christmas Eve had ar-
rived and there was no time
to waste. Santa had to get
ready, and he needed to do
it quick, if he was going to

be on time to deliver toys to
all the boys and girls of the
world.

He’d shined his boots and
his favorite belt buckle.
Mrs. Claus gave him a nu-
tritious dinner and, while
that gave him energy, Santa

was dreaming of the cook-
ies and milk the children
would leave for him. He
brushed his teeth, took a
bubble bath, and polished
his beard with special gloss
until it shined like a hillside
of snow.

The elves brought him a
mirror and Santa looked
awesome! He was ready!
And it was time to put on
his  “special  Chris tmas
clothes.”

Now, you know what you
need to start with, when you
get dressed?  Well, Santa
slid open the drawer that
held his warmest, most fa-
vorite, magical undies but
(uh-oh!) Santa’s “long…
wooly” underwear was

missing!
Once upon a time, they

were red, but now they were
faded. They used to fit like a
glove, but these days, they
s a g g e d .  T h e y ’ d  b e e n
patched and sewn a dozen
times, but Santa loved those
undies. He couldn’t imagine
flying through the air in an
open sleigh without them.
His underwear sure kept
him warm.

Oh, but he looked for
them! He searched every
drawer in his bedroom. He
looked in the dirty laundry,
just in case. They weren’t
beneath the bed or between
the sofa cushions. The
elves tried to tell him that
his pink boxers from Valen-

tine’s Day would work, but
that was “too… cutesy.”
The shamrock jammies
weren’t “Christmassy,” and
his Easter briefs were too
brief. Santa needed his red
wooly undies!

What if he lost them for-
ever?

You might  have your
lucky socks. Your child may
have a stuffed animal he
needs to keep close. And in
“Santa’s Underwear,” the
Big Guy can’t find the one
thing nobody should be
without.

Let’s face it – underwear
is  funny,  especia l ly  i f
you’re a little kid and espe-
cially when it’s underwear
belonging to a guy like

Santa. Children, therefore,
will get a kick out of the
preposterousness of author
Marty Rhodes Figley’s
story but the fun doesn’t
stop with the tale: illustrator
Marty Kelley’s artwork is
hilarious. When you’re
reading this story, be sure to
pay close attention to the
elves. Their goofiness can’t
be missed.

And it won’t keep just for
Christmas, either. Your 4-
to-8-year-old will want to
see this book in March and
July and September, as well
as  the hol iday season.
They’ll see London , they’ll
see France, “Santa’s Under-
wear”  wi l l  make them
dance.

NDG Book Review: Let Santa’s Underwearmake them dance

SANTA, continued from Page 8


