
By David Wilfong
NDG Contributing Writer

Dallas County Democrats will re-
turn to the polls on May 22 to decide
runoff winners in multiple races
(Early Voting is May 14-18). The
Dallas Examiner is offering candi-
dates another opportunity to face the
public during Monday Night Politics
(MNP) forums held at the African
American Museum in Fair Park. At
the most recent forum, the candidates
for only one of the races were pres-
ent.

Deshaundra Lockhart Jones and
Carl Sherman are both seeking the
Texas Representative seat for District
109, which encompasses the south-
ern part of Dallas County. They are
very familiar with each other, as both
have served on the DeSoto City
Council.

Sherman holds a litany of en-
dorsements from area mayors as well
as Rep. Helen Giddings, who is re-
tiring from the position. Lockhart
Jones yielded the point, but asserts
she has the support that counts the
most.

“I have not received endorsements
from individuals that are currently
elected,” Lockhart Jones said. “What
I have done, is receive the votes of
the people because I am a person for
the people.”

Lockhart Jones also says her Mas-
ter of Arts degree separates her from
the field as “the only candidate with

an advanced degree.” As much of the
work in Austin deals with budgets
and numbers, she said her education
will be an advantage for the voters.

At one point Sherman noted, “We
share that degree in common.” But
Lockhart Jones retorted, “From an
accredited school.”

Sherman, who served two terms as
DeSoto’s first African American
mayor, sees an advantage in his ex-
perience not only as an elected offi-
cial, but in city management as well.
He believes this will be instrumental
to handling exchanges with lawmak-
ers from other areas and across the
aisle.

“I have experience as a city man-

ager, appointed in two different
cities, and it’s the same” Sherman
said. “What you have to do is be
willing to understand the other side’s
position. That’s why I’ve been able
to get projects done with former
Mayor Pro Tem Tennell Adkins,
who’s on the city council now, for a
$6 million road project in DeSoto on
Danieldale Road. You have to be
able to work together and understand
what their needs are and it’s impor-
tant that you do it on the local level
first.”

One of the key differences be-
tween the candidates comes in the
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Deshaundra Lockhart Jones (at left) and Carl Sherman (middle) shake hands following
a forum held for Texas House District 109 Monday night at the African American Mu-

seum in Fair Park. Michelle Williams (at right) was the moderator for the event.
(Photo: David Wilfong / NDG)



Dallas ISD Trustee
Joyce Foreman: 
District 6 Pride

Thank you for your
retweets this week on:
@ d f w s c o o p ,
@ w y l i e _ H _ D a l l a s ,
@joyceforeman16

Taking the
necessary steps to

help prevent
colon cancer

Wa n t  t o  h e l p  b e a t
#coloncancer? Check out
Dr. Laibstain's feature in
the @NDGEditor on steps
to help prevent colon can-
cer!

Judge Lynn Toler
keynote speaker at

V. Alyce Foster
Trailblazer Awards

Luncheon
was even retweeted by
@RealJudgeLynn which

generated responses:

Great to know 
@konneh_m

via Twitter

I am completely over the
moon with excitement!!
You don’t even know!!! A
total dream come true!!
Can’t wait!! 

@RozzyB
via Twitter

You'll be #awesome dis-
pensing #wisdom and #To-
lerisms with beauty, grace
and wit! I'll be there in
spirit propelling you #for-
ward. We #rise!

@PamelaG53562331
via Twitter

Hmmm will you be any-
where other than the lunch-
eon? Would love the op-
portunity to shake your
hand! Unless you invite me
to the luncheon... 

@twinnette
via Twitter

Beto breaks for a
lesson in urban

agriculture between
North Texas rallies 

received retweets from
@ N a s t y N a s t y V e t
@ C L E A N F I S H
@DCDP_Chair_1026

To share your
opinion visit

NorthDallasGazette.com

( H a r v a rd  G a z e t t e )
Tomiko Brown-Nagin, a
leading historian on law and
society as well as an author-
ity on constitutional and ed-
ucation law and policy, has
been named dean of Har-
vard’s Radcliffe Institute for
Advanced Study, Harvard
President Drew Faust an-
nounced on April 26.

Brown-Nagin is the
Daniel P.S. Paul Professor of
Constitutional Law at Har-
vard Law School (HLS), a
history professor in Har-
vard’s Faculty of Arts and
Sciences(FAS), and faculty
director of the Charles

Hamilton Houston Institute
for Race and Justice. She is
also co-director of the HLS
Law and History Program.
She will assume her new re-
sponsibilities on July 1, suc-
ceeding Dean Lizabeth

Cohen, who has led the in-
stitute since 2011.

“Professor Brown-Nagin
is known for her deep intel-
lectual curiosity and insight,
as well as her analytical
skills as both a lawyer and a
historian. She has made sig-
nificant contributions to our
understanding of the history
of the Civil Rights move-
ment and, more broadly, of
issues as varied as affirma-
tive action, education law
and reform, and the Afford-
able Care Act,” said Faust.

“This is an important mo-
ment for Radcliffe as it ma-
tures into an established and
renowned institute for ad-
vanced study, with its world-
class library and archive on

the history of women in
America, as well as its ex-
panding role, through the
Academic Ventures pro-
gram, in bringing together
faculty and students from
across and beyond Harvard
in common pursuits,” she
added. “Tomiko is excep-
tionally well equipped to ad-
vance and build upon this
important work, and I know
that she will count on the in-
sight, partnership, and sup-
port of the entire Radcliffe
community as she embraces
those opportunities in the
years ahead.”

Brown-Nagin became
professor of law at HLS and
professor of history in the
FAS in 2012. In 2013 she

was named Daniel P.S. Paul
Professor of Constitutional
Law and co-director of the
Law and History Program.
She became faculty director
of the Charles Hamilton
Houston Institute last year.

“Tomiko Brown-Nagin is
a scholar of remarkable
depth and breadth, and she
has already made significant
contributions to Harvard
through her leadership and
service,” said President-
elect Lawrence S. Bacow. “I
am fortunate that the timing
of the search enabled me to
meet with Tomiko, along
with the other finalists. Rad-
cliffe and Harvard will both
benefit tremendously from
the relationships Tomiko has

already established at the in-
stitute and across the Uni-
versity. I am excited that I
will have the opportunity to
work with such a wonderful
scholar and leader in the
years ahead.”

“I am honored and excited
to have the opportunity to
lead the Radcliffe Institute,
whose mission to bring
scholars together across dis-
ciplinary and professional
boundaries I enthusiastically
embrace,” said Brown-
Nagin. “Radcliffe plays a
vital role at Harvard and in
the world, and I look for-
ward to working with the in-
stitute’s excellent staff to
promote its mission and sup-
port its endeavors.”

By Lynette Monroe
Program Assistant
NNPA/ESSA Public
Awareness Campaign

Dr. Tiffany G. Tyler is
the president and CEO of
Communities in Schools
(CIS) Nevada. CIS creates
school-based strategies for
improving the academic
outcomes of students by
addressing their basic
needs. This work centers on
helping school leaders un-
derstand the needs of their
school populations apart
from over-simplified ethnic
and income categories.

As a former high school
dropout, Dr. Tyler used the
motivation from the birth
of her first son (she said she
didn’t want her son to
“have a dropout as a
mom.”) to propel her to the
highest levels of academia,

as an education psycholo-
gist. While studying for her
dissertation, she happened
upon a report detailing cir-
cumstances that contribute
to student dropouts, as well
as preventative practices
that retain enrollment. She
uses her experiences as a
former beneficiary of many
of the services she now
provides to inform her role
as chief Advocate.

“Having the benefit of
people, over the course of
my return to school, who
not only encouraged me to
continue my education, but
helped in many ways, I
now have the opportunity
to pay it forward every

day,” Dr. Tyler said, speak-
ing of her daily motivation
to make a difference.

Dr. Tyler said that her
primary responsibility is to
shepherd the vision and
mission of the organiza-
tion: to provide children
with the resources and sup-
port they need to not only
graduate, but to lead a suc-
cessful life. Communities
in Schools operates in
South Nevada, encompass-
ing 50 schools in the Las
Vegas metropolitan area,
Marshall County, and Elko
County. An impressive
66,720 K-12 students ben-
efit from the integrated
services provided by CIS,

yet the need still outweighs
access to resources.

Dr. Tyler believes in the
power of the work, but also
in the power of action. In
order to really move the
needle on reducing dropout
rates she believes we need
everyone at the table; not
only to discuss the chal-
lenges faced, but to also de-
velop a course of action for
moving forward. Dr. Tyler
is consistently looking to
partner with stakeholders
and other like-minded or-
ganizations to bring more
assets to schools. She
serves as the co-chair of the
Juvenile Justice Services
Citizens Advisory Commit-

tee in Clark County and
maintains board member-
ships on a number of or-
ganizations in the commu-
nity.

The Every Student Suc-
ceeds Act, memorializes in-
tegrated support services as
a successful practice and
allows federal use of re-
sources to be leveraged to
provide more resources to
communities. For the first
time in federal education
policy, integrated support
services  are  expl ic i t ly
noted as an allowable inter-
vention for funding and
noted as a strategy that dis-
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“Do what you say you are
going to do ... when you say
you are going to do it. ”

P.O. Box 763866 - Dallas, Texas 75376-3866
Phone: 972-432-5219 - Fax: 972-509-9058

Opinion: Ungrateful Negroes!
By Jeffrey L. Boney 
NNPA Contributor

“I’m just one vote.”
“My vote won’t matter.”
“Them White folks gone

do what they wanna do any-
way.”

These are some of the
many excuses given by
some African Americans
when it comes to exercising
their right to vote; a right
fought for by many people
in this country—both Black
and White—that has cost so
many people so much; even
their very lives.

Obtaining the right to vote
was a major part of the civil
rights history of African
Americans in this country.
However, many Black peo-
ple have turned a blind eye
to the struggle that it took to
obtain the right to vote, flip-
pantly taking it for granted
today.

From 1880-1965, there
was an all-out assault on pre-
venting African Americans
from voting by having their
right to vote deemed invalid.

Those who sought to dis-
enfranchise Black people
knew the importance of vot-
ing. They knew that voting
had a profound impact on
representation, political out-
comes and critical decisions
that needed to be made con-
cerning major issues.

Many southern states
knew that the Fifteenth
Amendment prohibited bla-
tant disenfranchisement on
the basis of race or prior en-
slavement, those states came
up with a slew of new and
innovative alternative tech-
niques to disenfranchise
African Americans.

The traditional techniques
of violence, such as with the
Ku Klux Klan, and voter
fraud relative to vote count-
ing, welcomed new friends
to the game as these new
methods were introduced to
American politics.

Poll taxes restrict the
Black vote

After the ability to vote
was extended to all races by
the enactment of the 15th
Amendment, many southern
states enacted a poll tax as a
means of restricting Black
people from voting. A poll
tax was a flat-rate tax levied

on all members of a popula-
tion, often as a prerequisite
to voting, which often in-
cluded a grandfather clause.
This grandfather clause al-
lowed any adult male whose
father or grandfather had
voted in a specific year prior
to the abolition of slavery to
vote without paying the tax.
Of course, this was problem-
atic for Black people, be-
cause no Black person had
the right to vote prior to the
abolition of slavery and,
therefore no Black person
could qualify.

Whites used impossible
literacy tests to bar Blacks
from the polls

The first formal voter lit-
eracy tests were introduced
in 1890. Literacy tests were
used to keep Black people
from voting and were ad-
ministered at the discretion
of the officials in charge of
voter registration. Whites
did not have to take the liter-
acy test, if they could meet
the alternate requirements
that systematically excluded
Blacks. These included
demonstrating political com-
petence in person, which
Black people tried to adhere
to, or falling under the
Grandfather Clause. If the
official wanted a person to
pass, he could ask the easi-
est question on the test. The
same official would require
a Black person to answer
every single question cor-
rectly, in an unrealistic time-
frame, in order to pass.

Southern states aban-
doned the literacy test only
when forced to do so by fed-
eral legislation. The Voting
Rights Act of 1965 sus-
pended the use of literacy
tests in all states in which
less than 50 percent of vot-
ing-age residents were regis-
tered as of November 1,
1964, or had voted in the
1964 presidential election.
After the passage of the Vot-
ing Rights Act, Black voter
registration in the South in-
creased significantly.

Much has been given
The names of individuals

who lost their lives in the
struggle for freedom during
the modern Civil Rights
Movement from 1954 to
1968 are inscribed on the
Civil Rights Memorial in

Montgomery, Ala. Those un-
suspecting victims became
martyrs, killed because of
their focus on securing vot-
ing rights and fighting for
the civil rights of Black peo-
ple in this country.

On August 13, 1955 in
Brookhaven, Miss., Lamar
Smith was shot dead on the
courthouse lawn by a White
man in broad daylight while
dozens of people watched.
The killer was never in-
dicted, because no one
would admit they saw a
White man shoot a Black
man. Smith had organized
Blacks to vote in a recent
election.

Reverend George Lee,
one of the first Black people
registered to vote in his
county, used his pulpit and
his printing press to urge
others to vote. On May 7,
1955 in Belzoni, Miss.,
White officials offered Lee
protection on the condition
he end his voter registration
efforts, but Lee refused and
was murdered.

On September 25, 1961,
Herbert Lee, who worked
with civil rights leader Bob
Moses to help register Black
voters, was killed by a state
legislator in Liberty, Miss.,
who claimed self-defense
and was never arrested.
Louis Allen, a Black man
who witnessed the murder,
was also killed.

Jonathan Myrick Daniels,
a White Episcopal Seminary
student in Boston, had come
to Alabama on August 20,
1965, to help with Black
voter registration in Lown-
des County. He was arrested
at a demonstration, jailed in
Hayneville and then sud-
denly released. Moments
after his release, he was shot
to death by a deputy sheriff.

On January 10, 1966 in
Hattiesburg, Miss., Vernon
Ferdinand Dahmer, a
wealthy businessman, of-
fered to pay poll taxes for
those who couldn’t afford
the fee required to vote. The
night after a radio station
broadcasted Dahmer’s offer,
his home was firebombed.
Dahmer died later from se-
vere burns.

Jimmie Lee Jackson was
beaten and shot by state
troopers on February 26,

1965 in Marion, Ala., as he
tried to protect his grandfa-
ther and mother from a
trooper attack on civil rights
marchers. His death led to
the Selma to Montgomery
march and the eventual pas-
sage of the Voting Rights
Act.

Much is required
There is so much at stake

in this country for Black
people during this upcoming
midterm election. As things
continue to play out in the
news concerning issues like
the highly-argued Afford-
able Care Act, Voter ID laws
and criminal justice reform,
African Americans have a
real opportunity to let their
voices be heard at the ballot
box so that all issues impact-
ing the Black community are
thrust to the forefront of
America’s conscience.

So many other groups in
this country have taken the
Civil Rights Movement
playbook, crafted by Black
activists, and used it to ad-
vance their causes and im-
prove their situations.

The question now is, will
Black non-voters continue to
take their precious voting
rights for granted, or will
they embrace the unwritten
obligation that each Black
person has to ‘pay it for-
ward’?

Time will tell. November
will be here before we know
it.

But Black non-voters
need to register to vote now.
There are no excuses. Time
to stop being ungrateful ne-
groes.
Jeffrey L. Boney serves as

Associate Editor and is an
award-winning journalist
for the Houston Forward
Times newspaper. Jeffrey
has been a frequent contrib-
utor on “The Nancy Grace
Show” and “Primetime Jus-
tice with Ashleigh Banfield.”
Jeffrey is a radio personality
and a dynamic, international
speaker, experienced entre-
preneur, business develop-
m e n t  s t r a t e g i s t  a n d
Founder/CEO of the Texas
Business Alliance. If you
would like to request Jeffrey
as a speaker, you can reach
him at jboney1@forward-
times.com. Follow Jeffrey on
Twitter @realtalkjunkies.



Playing youth tackle foot-
ball may lead to earlier
onset of cognitive, behav-
ior, and mood symptoms in
later life, according to a
new study.

Researchers conducted
telephone clinical inter-
views with family and
friends of 246 deceased
football players and found
that those who began tackle
football before age 12 expe-
rienced symptoms an aver-
age of 13 years earlier than
those who started playing at
age 12 or older.

“Thirteen years is a huge
number,” says Michael
Alosco, an assistant profes-
sor of neurology at Boston
University School of Medi-
cine, and lead author of the
study in the Annals of Neu-
rology. “The younger they
started to play football, the
earlier these symptoms
began.”

The researchers, who

controlled for total years of
play, level of play, and fac-
tored in what decade ath-
letes started playing (to ac-
count for different styles of

play and protection through
the years), found that each
year younger that athletes

Maintaining a healthy
lifestyle, including eating a
healthy diet, regular exercise
and not smoking, could pro-
long life expectancy at age
50 by 14 years for women
and just over 12 years for
men, according to new re-
search in the American Heart
Association’s journal Circu-
lation.

America is one of the
wealthiest countries world-
wide, yet Americans have a
shorter life expectancy com-
pared with other high-in-
come countries, including
Japan, Canada and Norway.
Heart disease and stroke are
major contributors to prema-
ture death in this country,
with 2,300 Americans dying
of cardiovascular disease
each day, or one death every
38 seconds. Researchers
point out that the U.S.
healthcare system focuses
heavily on drug discovery
and disease management;
however, a greater emphasis
on prevention could change
this life expectancy trend.

To quantify the effects of
prevention, researchers ana-
lyzed data from two major

ongoing cohort studies that
includes dietary, lifestyle and
medical information on
thousands of adults in the
Nurses’ Health Study and the
Health Professionals Follow-
up Study. These data were
combined with National
Health and Nutrition Exami-
nation Survey (NHANES)
data, as well as mortality
data from the Centers for
Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC), to estimate the
impact of lifestyle factors on
life expectancy in the U.S.
population. Specifically, they
looked at how the following
five behaviors affected a per-
son’s longevity: not smok-
ing, eating a healthy diet
(diet score in the top 40 per-

cent of each cohort), regu-
larly exercising (30+ min-
utes a day of moderate to
vigorous activity), keeping a
healthy body weight (18.5-
24.9 kg/m), and moderate al-
cohol consumption (5-15
g/day for women, 5-30 g/day
for men).

Over the course of nearly
34 and 27 years of follow-up
of women and men, respec-
tively, a total of 42,167
deaths were recorded, of
which 13,953 were due to
cancer and another 10,689
were due to cardiovascular
disease. Following all five
lifestyle behaviors signifi-
cantly improved longevity
for both men and women.
Other noteworthy findings

from the study include:
• Compared with people

who didn’t follow any of the
five lifestyle habits, those
who followed all five were
74 percent less likely to die
during the follow-up period;
82 percent less likely to die
from cardiovascular disease
and 65 percent less likely to
die from cancer.

• There was a direct asso-
ciation between each indi-
vidual behavior and a re-
duced risk of premature
death, with the combination
of following all five lifestyle
behaviors showing the most
protection.

Between 1940 and 2014,
Americans’ life expectancy
at birth rose from around 63
years to nearly 79 years.
However, researchers be-
lieve the improvement of life
expectancy would be even
larger without the wide-
spread prevalence of obe-
sity—a known risk factor for
heart disease, stroke and pre-
mature death.

“Quantifying the associa-
t ion  be tween hea l thy
lifestyle factors and longer

life expectancy is important
not only for individual be-
havioral changes but also for
health communicators and
policy makers,” said study
author Frank B. Hu, M.D.,
Ph.D., who chairs the De-
partment of Nutrition at the
Harvard T.H. Chan School
of Public Health in Boston.
“It is critical to put preven-
tion first. Prevention,
through diet and lifestyle
modifications, has enormous
benefits in terms of reducing
occurrence of chronic dis-
eases, improving life ex-
pectancy as shown in this
study, and reducing health-
care costs.”

The American Heart Asso-
ciation recommends people
work to protect themselves
from heart disease, the na-
tion’s No. 1 killer, with
Life’s Simple 7® — easy-to-
embrace ways to signifi-
cantly lower your risk of
heart disease and improve
your health. Life’s Simple 7
includes being physically ac-
tive; achieving and maintain-
ing a healthy body weight;
eating a healthy diet; avoid-

ing tobacco; and maintaining
healthy levels of blood pres-
sure, cholesterol and blood
sugar. Additionally, the As-
sociation’s Healthy For
Good movement helps con-
sumers make lasting changes
to improve nutrition, physi-
cal activity and well-being.
Co-authors are: Yanping

Li, Ph.D.; An Pan, Ph.D.;
Dong D. Wang, Sc.D.; Xi-
aoran Liu, Ph.D.; Klodian
Dhana, Ph.D.; Oscar H.
Franco, Ph.D.; Stephen
Kaptoge, Ph.D.; Emanuele
Di Angelantonio, M.D.;
Meir Stampfer, M.D.,
Dr.P.H.; and Walter C. Wil-
lett, M.D., Dr.P.H. Author
disclosures are on the man-
uscript.
The Nurses’ Health Study

and Health Professionals
Follow-up study were sup-
ported by grants from the
National Institutes of
Health. Two co-authors
from United Kingdom re-
ceived support from the
British Heart Foundation
and UK Medical Research
Council.

Health www.NorthDallasGazette.com

4 | May 3-9, 2018 | North Dallas Gazette For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com

Am
er
ic
an
 H
ea
rt 
As
so
ci
at
io
n

See FOOTBALL, Page 9

Five healthy habits may add more than a decade to life

Starting tackle football early
sets kids up for brain problems



Live Happy offering 20 summit scholarships to encourage positive education  
Since its inception, Live

Happy has been committed
to helping people live pur-
pose-filled, healthy lives, and
as such, has been a strong
partner in the positive educa-
tion movement, which was
founded in 2008 based upon
the work of Martin Selig-
man, PhD.  Live Happy is a
presenting sponsor of the
2018 World Positive Educa-
tion Accelerator and will be
offering twenty student
scholarships to young people
ages 15-21 with an interest in
education, psychology and
public policy.

Live Happy founder Deb
Heisz is giving the opening
state comments at this year’s
summit, and is excited to
offer student scholarships. “It

is so important to have stu-
dent voices participating in
this year’s event,” notes
Heisz.  “If we want to make
meaningful change through
the Appreciative Inquiry
process at WPEA, engaging
with students will be a criti-
cal part of the long-term suc-
cess of the endeavor.”

Positive education evolved
from the recognition educa-
tors, parents and social sci-
entists have for a need to bet-
ter equip young people with
the life skills for success.
Positive education advocates
that teaching well-being
skills like empathy, open-
mindedness, critical think-
ing, learned optimism, mind-
fulness and resilience, and it
is thought to be crucial to

equipping the next genera-
tion of global citizens with
the skills they will need to
thrive. 

The World Positive Edu-
cation Accelerator: 2nd Fes-
tival of Positive Education +
Appreciative Inquiry Sum-
mit (WPEA) will be held
June 25-28 in Fort Worth and
will bring together more than
1,500 innovators in educa-
tion, psychology and busi-
ness to further the impact of
the positive education move-
ment.  

Students interested in ap-
plying for scholarships,
which cover the WPEA’s
$695 student ticket price,
should complete the short
application at www.ipen-fes-
tival.org/scholarships.  

While event registration is
included in this scholarship,
travel, lodging and inciden-

tal expenses are not.  Appli-
cations must be completed
by May 15, 2018.  Those re-

ceiving scholarships will be
notified no later than June 1,
2018.
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DART hosts health fair for seniors 
Have you marked your

calendar and registered to at-
tend DART’s Older Ameri-
cans Information and Health
Fair? The event will be held
Thursday, May 10, 10 a.m.-
1 p.m. at Centennial Hall in
Fair Park. Centennial Hall is
an easy walk from DART’s
Fair Park Station on the
Green Line, and a shuttle
also will be available at the
rail station to take you to the
entrance.

Here are three reasons

why you should grab your
DART pass and attend:

1. Socialize – Get out of
the house, spend time with
friends and meet new people.
Social interaction and stay-
ing active extends your life
and improves your quality of
life.

2. Learn – Discover re-
sources, activities and pro-
grams for seniors. Take ad-
vantage of free health
screenings and wellness in-
formation. Experience riding

DART and visiting Fair Park. 
3. Be Active – Get out on

the dance floor with music
provided by DJ Baron
Bacon, play fun games, and
visit the vendor booths. Plus
enjoy a good meal, entertain-
ment and giveaways. 

Visit DART.org/seniors or
call DART Community/Ed-
ucation Outreach at 214-749-
3494. Visit DART.org or call
DART Customer Service at
214-979-1111 for informa-
tion on riding DART.

By Rep. Eric Johnson

Last year, when Texas
House Speaker Joe Straus de-
clared that he would not be
seeking another term as
Speaker, I announced that I
would consider running to
succeed him. I soon began
talking with family, my clos-
est friends, and my con-
stituents about running. My
wife and I considered what
running for Speaker would
entail for our family, with
two sons under the age of 5:
the days and nights away
from home visiting with
House members in their dis-
tricts, the late- night strategy
sessions, the myriad public
appearances. But we also dis-
cussed what it would mean
for Texas if I were to win, and
this led me to become an of-
ficial candidate for Speaker

of the Texas House of Repre-
sentatives.

When I look back over my
eight years as a member of
the Texas House, I am deeply
troubled by the far rightward
shift in our state government

and the excessive partisan-
ship and the poor legislation
this shift has spawned. Texas
has become a one-party state,
and this has been to Texas’s
detriment. Bipartisanship is
no longer valued in Austin; in

fact, many perceive it as a po-
litical liability. We spend
more time in Austin debating
wedge political issues aimed
at weeding out moderates in a
particular political party than
we do addressing the real
problems facing our state like
school finance, access to
health care, and our aging in-
frastructure. This hyper-par-
tisanship must end if Texas is
going to succeed in a future
marked by increased compe-
tition, both nationally and in-
ternationally, for human cap-
ital and investment. The qual-
ity of the legislation we de-
bate and pass in Austin must
also drastically improve: a
bathroom bill might be a
good political wedge issue,
but it won’t lower anyone’s
property taxes, help any
Texas student graduate from
high school, or prepare a sin-

gle Texas city for the next
Hurricane Harvey.

What Texas needs is a
strong, pro-growth, progres-
sive leader presiding over the
Texas House to act as a coun-
terbalance to a far-right Gov-
ernor and Lieutenant Gover-
nor. I am running for Speaker
to help restore normalcy to
Texas state politics. Whether
the issue is increased funding
for Pre-K or removing Con-
federate monuments from the
Texas Capitol, I have never
backed down from a legisla-
tive fight – not even when my
chief opponents have been
the Governor and Lieutenant
Governor of Texas. Right
now, this is exactly the kind
of leadership we need in
Austin, and this kind of lead-
ership has always come natu-
rally to me.

In the coming months, I

will share more about me and
my family, and I will also de-
scribe in more detail my vi-
sion for Texas and what I will
do if I am elected Speaker to
help bring about this vision. I
appreciate your support and
your prayers as my family
and I embark upon this in-
credible journey. May God
bless you and the Great State
of Texas.

A few facts about Repre-
sentative Eric Johnson:

• Born and raised in House
District 100 in Dallas, which
he currently represents

• Attended Dallas Inde-
pendent School District
schools until he received an
academic  scholarsh ip
through the Boys and Girls
Clubs of Greater Dallas to at-
tend Greenhill School from

Rep. Eric Johnson

Rep Eric Johnson: Why I’m running to be the next Speaker of the House

See SPEAKER, Page 15



The AT&T Byron Nelson
is more than just a top-flight
professional golf tourna-
ment, it is also an economic
driver for a program with a
storied history of helping
Dallas’ youngest and most
vulnerable citizens through
the Salesmanship Club of
Dallas.

“One of the things I ap-
preciate about the Sales-
manship Club, in particu-
larly Momentous Institute is
how early they begin to in-
vest in these kids to help
them understand no matter
what their circumstances
are, you can be anything
you want to be,” said for-
mer Dallas Mayor and U.S.
Trade Rep. Ron Kirk.
“Helping our kids and par-
ticularly underserved kids

get a start I think is some of
the most important work
that any group can do. I
think the Salesmanship

Club, to their credit, has re-
defined in terms of golf at
least and golf sponsorship
what charitable giving

means. As they move back
to Dallas and we welcome
them back to Trinity Forest,
I hope the tournament be-

comes even bigger because
the more successful the
tournament is financially,
the more the Salesmanship
Club can do to help our
young people.”

The Salesmanship Club
has been operating for more
than 95 years and its mem-
bers have been committed
to transforming kids’ lives.
The Club unites more than
600 members by core val-
ues of fellowship, commit-
ment, respectfulness and
humility. Each year, day in
and day out, Club members
focus their dedicated efforts
to support Momentous In-
stitute, which builds and re-
pairs social emotional
health for kids and families
through education, thera-
peutic programs, research

and training. 
“Life is traumatic, and

trauma that our students and
children experience is in-
credible,” said Michael Sor-
rell, president of Paul Quinn
College. “I think sometimes
as you get older, really un-
less you are coming into
contact with students on a
regular basis you can lose
sight of that.  When I think
about everything that our
students go through, I don’t
think there can be enough
Momentous Institute.”

So while the world’s best
golfers send their drives
soaring during the competi-
tion beginning on May 16,
remember they are also
sending the hopes, dreams
and expectations of area
youngsters soaring as well.

Young Women’s STEAM
Academy at Balch Springs
Middle School recently
hosted the Dallas ISD AVID
Model Showcase where
more than 50 educators
gathered to learn and see
best practices about AVID
hands-on.

The showcase experience
included Dallas ISD Trustee
Jaime Resendez, Deputy
Super in tendent  I s rae l
Cordero, Deputy Chief
Stephanie Elizalde, and a
few others who came to
support AVID and share a
few words of inspiration.

The showcase experience
included classroom obser-
vations and a chance to
speak with experienced

AVID teachers, administra-
tors, and students.

Dallas ISD is celebrating
16 years with the AVID pro-

gram and is thrilled to have
two AVID National demon-
stration schools in the dis-
trict, T. J. Rusk Middle

School and A. Maceo Smith
New Tech High School. As
the program continues to
grow, it is adding more
campuses and working hard
to show student achieve-
ment through proven data.

Tamika Stevenson and
Ebony Palmer, AVID Dis-
trict Coordinators, work
daily with campuses to
make sure the four domains
of AVID are met: Instruc-
tion, Systems, Leadership,
and Culture.  AVID’s mis-
sion is to close the achieve-
ment gap by preparing all
students for college readi-

ness and success in a global
society.

“I have a degree in the
STEM field and have al-
ways valued the importance
of training young women in
the areas of STEM,” said
Dallas ISD Chief of School
Leadersh ip  S tephanie
Elizalde.  “As educational
leaders it is critical  that we
to teach our young women
three C’s – Competence,
Courage and Compassion,
and it is clear today that the
young women at this school
are truly being led by exam-
ple.” 
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AVID Model Showcase shows educators best practices

The real winners in the AT&T Byron Nelson golf tournament are the students served by the Salesmanship
Club of Dallas and Momentous Institute. (Photo: Mark Humphries / Momentous Institute)

AT&T Byron Nelson tournament drives hope for area youth

Teachers and parents address gun concerns at Dallas ISD meeting
By Rachel Hawkins
NDG Staff Writer

Many concerned teach-
ers, administrative, and par-
ents voiced their concerns
regarding having teachers
‘locked and loaded’ with
firearms at the April 26 Dal-
las ISD board meeting. 

The speakers shared how
nervous they feel about stu-
dents being in what they
consider, “unsafe zones.” 

Joanna  Cat tanach ,  a
mother and candidate for
State Rep. HD 108, spoke
before the board members
regarding her concerns. 

“My kindergartner now
has  to  undergo  ac t ive

shooter drills and hid in the
closet at his school at
Robert E. Lee Elementary

because of DISD policy. I
can’t tell you how sick I feel
knowing how unsecure a

classroom really is. 
“I wish that he could’ve

had a safe public school ex-
perience like I did,” Cat-
tanach said. “I can't tell you
how frustrated it is to know
that most of our school’s
doors are not even bullet-
proof. I can't tell you how
many times I heard teachers
tell me about the faults they
have in classrooms from
phones that don’t work, to
school doors that have large
vents in them that can liter-
ally be kicked in."

The state of Texas al-
ready allows teachers who
complete training to be-
come school marshals. 

Representative Jason Vil-
lalba, R-Dallas in an earlier
statement said, “It’s under-
s tandable  tha t  parents
would be nervous about
having guns on campus,
That’s why we created this
to be tailored and narrow,
and that the educators will
also be highly trained peace
officers.”

Many people, especially
teachers, do not like the
idea of carrying guns to
classes. They believe teach-
ers are only there to do their
job - teach their students. 

So far the exact number
of educators allowed to
bring guns into their class-

rooms is undisclosed. Texas
lawmakers decided to keep
the information confidential
for safety reasons. 

According to Rep. Vil-
lalba, around 100 people,
primarily in smaller com-
munities, have completed
the training. 

President Donald Trump
set off a national debate on
arming teachers after the
shooting in Florida at Park-
land when a former student
ki l led 17 s tudents  and
teachers. Trump suggested
one way to prevent these
shooting is allowing 20 per-
cent of the teachers to bear
arms.

Teachers, parents and administrators dress in red with the word 're-
spect' to show concerns about teachers being armed in their classrooms. 
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The passion of art brings Plano community together
By Rachel Hawkins
NDG Staff Writer

As the sun set on a warm
Friday afternoon, the golden
streets of historical Down-
town Plano were filled with
the sounds of live music,
laughter, and the tangling
smell of various foods.

The Plano Artfest that took
place in the Downtown
Plano Arts District was held
from April 27th to 28th.
Families, local artists, and
several vendors were invited
to explore the creativity of
works that was designed by
many craftsmen and artisans.

Among these artists in the
middle of a park, was a man
who was spray-painting a

piece of work that was hung
between two trees.  

“We do this event every
year,” Eder Martinez said.
“What I’m doing is using
aerosol to make siggraph art.
We’re using cellophane

wrap. We wrapped it around
the trees and now we’re cre-
ating art.” 

The art Martinez was
working on took him 15 to
20 minutes to complete. 

The festival was designed

to be built around artistic in-
clusiveness, creative curiosi-
ties, and cultural connec-
tions. During this event there
were various works of arts
that were being showcase.
There were woodcarvers,
glass blowers, painters,
henna designers, and enter-
tainers.

It also feature perform-
ances from local art groups,
family chalk art, and a kids
zone with bounce houses,
face panting

In the crowd, and enter-
tainer dressed as a purple 7
foot fairy in stilts entertained
and took photos with fami-
lies. She fluttered around the
fair gracefully with a scepter
talking to people at the festi-

val.  
“I am a fairy and this is my

first year doing the Art Fes-
tival, but I do other festivals
around the area,” an enter-
tainer who played Arita the
fairy said. “I usually do the
renaissance festival, but I am
enjoying this festival a lot.
There is so many lovely peo-
ple.”

Artists that range from
professional, amateur, visual
artists, or performing artists
were encourage to partici-
pate in the art fest. 

One of the activities fea-
tured at the art fest was a sec-
tion where people were using
chalk to write on cars. Chalk
My Car returned to the festi-
val for it’s second year in the

row
“This originally started out

as a way to buy more cars,
but then I was thinking about
how to modernize them”
Tony Coke, chalk star said.
“Now it has turned into my
full time business. I have
been doing this full time
since the first of January
2018, but I actually started
easing my way into it in
2017.

“I started with one car and
now we have four cars,”
Coke said. “These cars have
photo booths inside them as
well. Typically for an event
like this, we will partner with
a sponsor and put their brand
on the cars as well as the dig-
ital and physical photos.

Huberts Lemonade proved to be popular among the young visitors to
Plano’s Artfest. (Rachel Hawkins / NDG)

Irving Concert Series will feature Latin Rhythms in May
Irving’s annual concert

series showcases live music
performances by bands
from across the state. The
2018 series brings a variety
of tunes to the stage with

two exciting themes.  
In May residents are in-

vited to groove to the 'Latin
Rhythms' of Tejano and
Salsa bands, featuring a per-
formance by the top Selena

tribute band in Texas. Gour-
met food trucks will be on-
site at all shows. 

Concerts run from 7 to
8:45 p.m.  Parking and ad-
mission are free. In the

event of inclement weather,
shows will be moved to an
indoor location.  See details
on the inclement weather
plan at the bottom of the
page.

The May 4 evening con-
cert has been moved to the
ballroom of the Heritage
Senior Center, 200 S. Jef-
ferson. 

Food vendors will be in

the parking lot, and atten-
dees are permitted to bring
outside food as well. No al-
cohol, glass containers,
smoking or pets are permit-
ted inside the building.
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Talking History: When
the World Seemed New:
George H. W. Bush and
the End of the Cold War
will be presented on May 8
at Allen Public Library -
Upstairs Program Room,
from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. At-
tendees will learn how Pres-
ident George H. W. Bush re-
sponded to one of the most
critical turning points in
modern history, the end of
the Cold War, with Dr. Jef-
frey Engel, of Southern
Methodist University. Free;
no registration Ages 16+;
younger children welcome
with an adult. For more in-
formation contact
(214).509.4905. 

Carrolton
"May the 4th Be With

You" Star Wars Event will
be held on May 4, in Down-
town Carrollton from 4 p.m.
to 6 p.m. There will be Star
Wars-themed booths, activ-

ities, laser tag, and games.
Two movie screenings will
be at 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. in
the Plaza Arts Theater lo-
cated in the Downtown Car-
rollton Square.

Dallas
The African American

museum is hosting their
33rd annual Fundraising
Gala at the Renaissance
Dallas Hotel, May 5 starting
at 6:30 p.m.  Guests will ex-
perience a vibrant and glitzy
Harlem Renaissance-styled
cabaret as the African
American Museum, hosts
its annual fundraising gala
and auction. This particular
event raises critical re-
sources to support museum
operations, its key programs
and recent, upcoming or
permanent art exhibitions,
including: The Souls of
Black Folks; Facing the
Rising Sun: The Freedman's
Cemetery; The Levenson
Collection of Jazz; Monti-

cello: The Legacy of Slav-
ery, and Tina Williams
Brewer-Rising from the
Thicket: A Retrospective.
The event also supports the
Museum’s enriching and
educational Science of Art
STEAM summer camp,
serving disadvantaged
youth from the southern and
western sectors of Dallas. 

The Power of 3 Women
will be held on May 6. Dr.
Ester Davis, Valder Beebe,
Dr. Linda Amerson will be
honored with the Aquarius
Award, and will also bestow
"Power Awards" to nine
women of Hamilton Park
UMC. These women are en-
trepreneurial, spiritually fo-
cused, humanitarian, phil-
anthropic, and dedicated to
making the world a better
place. For mpre information
visit @valderbeebeshow on
facebook.

Her Nexx Chapter, Inc. is

hosting High Tea at the
Rosewood Mansion and
Straight Talk with Female
Doctors Sunday, May 20,
2018, at the Mansion on Tur-
tle Creek, Promenade Ball-
room (2821 Turtle Creek
Blvd. Dallas, Texas 75219).
Guests are invited to enjoy
high tea, fashion, social con-
nection and a panel of female
doctors who understand the
challenges of women's
health. Discussions will pres-
ent holistic, wellness and al-
ternative options for today's
women transitioning into
new phases of their lives.

The panel of doctors will
provide an overview of the
dynamics in regards to opti-
mal health and hormonal im-
balance. From alternative
medicine to traditional, from
treatments for PMS, pre-
menopause or post-
menopause to low

sex drives or thyroid un-
pleasantries. Ladies will learn
about several approaches

within their reach to find re-
lief to lifestyle changes, ad-
dressing the health concerns
of today's women.

Proceeds will be donated
to support women in active
treatment for breast cancer. 

To purchase tickets for this
event, contact Her Nexx
Chapter, Inc. at
www.HerNexxChapter.com. 

The Dallas Arboretum and
Botanical Garden’s Artscape
Chairwoman, Kaki Hopkins,
announced that the most fa-
mous name in gardening, en-
tertaining and decorating,
Martha Stewart, is the
Great Contributor to Art
Award honoree and speaker
on May 11 at Rosine Hall to
talk about her latest book.
Just released, Martha’s Flow-
ers: A Practical Guide to
Growing, Gathering, and En-
joying features decades of
Martha’s gardening advice,
along with more than 100
creative arrangements by

Kevin Sharkey, her longtime
friend and colleague.

A reception starts at 10
a.m. with book sales, signing
and bidding for the Invita-
tional Fine Art Auction silent
auction, which will be do-
nated by dozens of acclaimed
artists and local Dallas nota-
bles. The luncheon begins at
noon.

Grand Praire
Traders Village will host

their Cinco de Mayo Cele-
bration on May 5 at Traders
Village in Grand Prairie.
There will be live music and
fun on THREE different
stages at Traders Village on
Saturday and Sunday. The
music starts at 11a a.m. under
the Blue Expo and 12 noon
under the Big Red Patio each
day. Admission is free and
parking is $4. For more in-
formation visit, tradersvil-
lage.com/grand-prairie or call
972-647-2331.

The NNPA journalism
fellowship open to all HBCUs
By Freddie Allen
Editor-In-Chief
NNPA Newswire

The National Newspaper
Publishers Association
(NNPA), in partnership
with Chevrolet, recently an-
nounced that the 2018 Dis-
cover The Unexpected
(DTU) Journalism Fellow-
ship will now accept appli-
cations from communica-
tions and journalism stu-
dents attending any one of
the Historically Black Col-
leges  and Univers i t ies
(HBCU) across the country.

In 2016, the DTU Jour-
nalism Fellowship launched
at Howard University. The
following year, the program
expanded to include More-
house College, Spelman
College and Clark Atlanta
University. Now communi-
cations and journalism stu-
dents at more than 100
HBCUs can apply.

“This year’s program also
provides an opportunity for
the aspiring, young journal-

ists to look beyond the
newsroom for story ideas,”
said Michelle Alexander,
the diversity marketing
manager for Chevrolet.
“They will have an opportu-
nity to travel across several
states in the all-new 2018
Chevrolet Equinox to dis-
cover inspiring stories along
the way.”

Hip-hop legend MC Lyte
will also return as the pro-
gram’s ambassador.

For the third year in a

row, The Washington In-
former and The Atlanta
Voice will participate in the
program; the New York Am-
sterdam News in New York
City and The New Journal
& Guide in Norfolk, Va.
will also host DTU journal-
ism fellows.

“DTU fellows will be as-
signed to write stories that
spotlight positive and pow-
erful people and events,”
according to a media advi-

See HBCU, Page 10

Discover The Unexpected Journalism Fellows (from left-right): Noni
Marshall (Howard University); Alexa Imani Spencer (Howard Uni-
versity); Darrell Williams (Morehouse College); Tiana Hunt (Clark
Atlanta University); Ayron Lewallen (Morehouse College); Taylor

Burris (Spelman College); Jordan Fisher (Clark Atlanta University);
and Kelsey Jones (Spelman College). (Freddie Allen/AMG/NNPA)



began to play tackle football
correlated with an earlier
onset of cognitive problems
by 2.4 years, and behavioral
and mood problems by 2.5
years.

“There is something
unique about the age you
start playing football,” says
Alosco. “There is some-
thing about it that is con-
tributing to those symp-
toms.” He notes that some
athletes included in the
study began playing tackle
football as early as age 5 or
6.

“There is a recommenda-
tion that children under the
age of 14 shouldn’t play
tackle football,” says senior
author Ann McKee, chief of
neuropathology at Boston
VA Healthcare System and

director of Boston Univer-
sity’s CTE Center. “This
paper would provide some
support for that.”

Not just CTE
The researchers were sur-

prised to find that younger
age of exposure to football
was not associated with in-
creased pathology in the
brain. Furthermore, the re-
lationship between younger
age of exposure to football
and earlier symptom onset
occurred both in players
who were diagnosed with
Chronic Traumatic En-
cephalopathy (CTE), a pro-
gressive degenerative brain
disease found in people
with a history of repeated
head trauma, and those who
were not.

“I think that’s a really im-

portant result of this study,”
says McKee, who notes that
211 of the players in this
study had been diagnosed
with CTE after death, while
the brains of most of the re-
maining 35 showed signs of
other neurodegenerative
diseases, like Alzheimer’s
disease.

“This finding wasn’t just
for people who died of
CTE, this was for people
with any disorder that af-
fected their cognition, be-
havior, or mood. Early ex-
posure made them more
susceptible to any later life
pathology,” says McKee,
who hypothesizes that early
exposure to tackle football
somehow decreases a per-
son’s “cognitive reserve”—
their ability to resist symp-
toms of any brain disease.
Parents and Pop Warner

Alosco points out that the

years before age 12 are es-
pecially critical for brain
development, and that may
have played a role in the
findings.

AI can detect athlete’s
concussions years later
“Those are the ages

where the gray matter of
your brain is really grow-
ing, the vasculature of your
brain is really growing, the
connections between neu-
rons are forming,” he says.
“Neurodevelopment is re-
ally at its peak.”

The study has several im-
portant limitations, most
notably selection bias in the
brain collection itself—
families of players with
symptoms of neurodegener-
ation are far more likely to
donate brains to research. In
addition, Alosco and his
colleague Jesse Mez, an as-

sistant professor of neurol-
ogy at BU School of Medi-
cine, gathered data on
symptom onset by inter-
viewing family members of
players, who may not have
perfect recall.

Despite the limitations,
the research adds to a grow-
ing body of evidence point-
ing to the dangers of re-
peated head trauma, espe-
cially in young athletes, and
it appears to validate in-
creasing concern among
parents and players. The
number of American kids
ages 6–12 playing tackle
football dropped to
1,217,000 in 2016, down
slightly from 1,262,000 in
2015, according to the
Sports & Fitness Industry
Association. Pop Warner,
the largest youth football
program in the world, has

officially limited contact
during practices since 2012.

McKee and Alosco hope
that the findings will further
elucidate risk factors for
neurodegenerative diseases
like CTE, and eventually
pave the way for early de-
tection of CTE, which cur-
rently is only diagnosed by
autopsy.

“Continuing to tease
apart what affects the dis-
ease development, what af-
fects the symptoms, will
help us move forward and
eventually identify who’s at
risk,” says Alosco, “and
eventually develop diagnos-
tic clinical criteria.”

The National Institute of
Neurological Disorders and
Stroke, the Department of
Defense, and others funded
the study.
Source: Boston University

By Rachel Hawkins 
NDG Staff Writer

To end off Dallas Arts
Month with a bang; artists,
sponsors, and creators of all
types gathered at the Fash-
ion Industry Gallery to cel-
ebrate the 2nd annual Arts
N’ Beats on April 28.

This charitable event
highlighted The Pursuit of
Hope, which is a social
movement for those who
have impairments. This is a
feature-length documentary
telling the story of the Hait-
ian Amputee Football Team
as they pursue the World
Cup of Amputee Soccer. 

The goal is to not only
encourage those with im-
pairments to break through
physical and social barriers
but to raise awareness so
that one day the sport can be
adopted by FIFA and the
Paralympics.

“This is really just a cre-
ative space for those across
DFW that are involved in
art, fashion, film, cine-
matography,”  Sean  R.
Dougherty, business strate-
gist of Giving Excellence

Movement said. “The real
mission behind this event is
to support the Pursuit of
Hope. We’re giving oppor-
tunities to those in Haiti so
they can get their lives and
jobs back. They are seen as
outcasts within their own
community, but this is giv-
ing them an outlet to be-
come part of a soccer
team.” 

Nearly 1 million people
in Haiti are amputees or

have disabilities. Since
many of their families con-
sider them cursed, they are
forced to deal with poverty,
lack of jobs, and sometimes
even homelessness. The
Pursuit of Hope tells the
story of team members as
they seek to find acceptance
in their own country and de-
sire to become models of
hope for Haiti and the rest
of the world.

One of the featured artists

highlighted at the event was
Leroy Roper Jr, a journalist,
artist, and writer. He has
been an artist since he was
five years old. He was an
award-winning professional
journalist before he finished
high school. This event also
marked the 30 year anniver-
sary of the first article writ-
ten about him in New York. 

“My works are interna-
tionally known as Portraits
of the Soul,” Roper Jr. said.

“I paint canvas nine by ten
feet to 20 by 30 feet. My
works are called Portraits of
the Soul because I talk with
the people who come into
work with me about what’s
happening with their lives.
Then I interpret their reality
into my world of fantasy. 

“For example, if some-
one’s going through major
changes in their lives I’m
going to paint them as a
symbol of change. I may
put them on fairy wing or
give them giant butterfly
wings because when you
come out of the cocoon of
the past, you are than able
to fly upon your own wings.
For me, one-half of those
wings represents the worst
experiences you’ve had in
your life, and the other half
represents everything else.”

Amputee artists, models,
and creators also performed
live at the event. Among
these artists was Desmond
Blair. He performed live art
by painting in front of a
crowd. Due to his tenacity,
determination, and staying
focused; he went from
crayons to paint brushes

and from drawing stick fig-
ures to portraits while grad-
uating from high school at
the age of 16 years old. 

“Born with what some
may call a disability I use
my ar t  to  insp i re  and
demonstrate that impossi-
ble. I’m possible,” Blair
said.

Another artist who was
featured at the event was a
wr i te r  ca l led  Nick  F.
Hawkins. 

“I'm known as ‘Nick the
Writer,’ and I wrote the
book Woke Up on The
Wrong Side of The Uni-
verse , ”  Hawkins  sa id .
“When you look at my po-
etry you’ll see that there are
two poems in one. Every
poem I write out in rhyme
format, and then I have a
cryptic sub poem in every
one of them in light purple
that describes in a shorter
phrase of what that poem
meant.”

The event also featured a
fashion show where mod-
els, including amputees,
walked that stage to show
off the latest designs.
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Desmond Blair, an amputee artist, paints live at Arts N'Beats in Dallas. (Photo: Rachel Hawkins / NDG)

Dallas’ Arts N’ Beats raises funds for charity cause
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Inaugural Plano Comedy Festival comes to North Texas
The Plano Comedy Fes-

tival will hold Plano’s
largest comedy event from
June 7– 10.

This event will feature
headliners like Aaron
Aryanpur, from Funniest
Comic in Texas, FOX,
Jonny Bratsveen from

Comedy Central’s Hart of
the City, Mac Blake from
Just For Laughs in Mon-
treal and Josh Johnson
from Comedy Central,
FOX and 40 of the best
stand-up Texas-based co-
medians who have per-
formed all over the coun-

try.
This is the first year of

the Plano Comedy Festi-
val. It was founded to sup-
port the rapidly growing
comedy community in the
North Texas Area as well
as highlight some great
Plano born and raised Co-

medians.
This event will feature

two shows a night, and on
Sunday night there will be
a Comedian Roast Battle
at World Famous Hyenas
Comedy Club. On Thurs-
day night the event will be
held at Taste of the Is-

lands, a Dallas Comedy
Scene mainstay. Friday
and Saturday nights will
be held at the Art Centre
Theatre in Plano.

Individual tickets for the
shows are available for
$15 online up to the day of
the festival at artcentrethe-

a t r e . c o m .  S i n g l e  d a y
passes and full weekend
VIP passes are available
for $25 and $4) at artcen-
tretheatre.com. Sunday
night will be a free event
with a two-item minimum.

Free parking is available
at all venues.

Five movies to see at the 2018 Dallas International Film Festival
Movie buffs have plenty

to choose from to see at
12th annual Dallas Interna-
tional Film Festival (DIFF).
In fact more than 100 films
from 25 countries are fea-
tured in the eight-day festi-
val. Several venues are
hosting the event around
town they include:

• The Magnolia in Up-
town’s West Village

• Studio Movie Grill –
Spring Valley

• Alamo Drafthouse –
Cedars and more

It is hard to figure out

what to see with so much to
choose from, but here are
five suggestions:

• Won't You Be My Neigh-
bor - A film focused on the

legacy of Mister Rogers by
Academy Award-winning
filmmaker Morgan Neville
(Twenty Feet from Stardom )

• First Reformed – A film

directed by Paul Schrader
following Reverend Ernst
Toller (Ethan Hawke), a
solitary, middle-aged parish
pastor at a small Dutch Re-
form church in upstate New
York on the cusp of cele-
brating its 250th anniver-
sary

• Sammy Davis Jr. - I’ve
Gotta Be Me – Directed by
Samuel D. Pollard, the film
is the first major film docu-
mentary to examine Davis’
vast talent and his journey
for identity through the
shifting tides of civil rights

and racial progress during
20th-century America

• Eighth Grade – Bo
Burnham directs this film
about 13-year-old Kayla en-
dures the tidal wave of con-
temporary suburban adoles-
cence as she makes her way
through the last week of
middle school

• Sons of St. Clair – A
music documentary di-
rected by Tim Newfang fol-
lowing Krayzie and Bizzy
of iconic R&B group Bone
Thugs N Harmony into the
recording studio as the duo

sets out to prove to the
younger generation that
they can still create relevant
music today

As a bonus recommenda-
tion, how can you skip a
chance to see Jurassic Park
on the big screen again as
the film celebrates it’s 25th
anniversary.

For show times and a list-
ing of all the movies in the
festival visit www.dallas-
film.org. The event prom-
ises to be a movie lover’s
paradise.

Jurassic Park is celebrating the 25th anniversary of its theater debut.

The Dallas Children's
Theater brings to stage
Kipling's original 1894
coming of age tale. Young
fans will join Mowgli in
learning the moral lessons
of home, betrayal, life and
death, and loyalty.
NDG readers can win

tickets for two to see the
show opening weekend.
Visit our Facebook page
and tell us why you love
Kipling's beloved The Jun-
gle Book for a chance to
win tickets. Selected win-
ners will need to pick up the
tickets at our office before
Thursday.

Mowgli lives in the jun-
gle surrounded by panthers,

bears, wolves, snakes, and
tigers. They are his protec-
tors, and he believes he is
one of them. When Mowgli
comes face to face with a
fearsome tiger, he is forced
to choose between his bond
with the jungle and the real-
ity of his humanness. This
classic story of the struggle
for survival and a place that
feels like home will have
audiences on the edge of
their seats.

Jungalbook is on stage at
DCT from May 4-26, the
recommended ages for the
audience are theater fans 5
years old and up. Visit
DCT.org for tickets and
showtimes.

Win tickets to
DCT's Jungalbook

sory about the program.
“The fellows will be re-
sponsible for all aspects of
storytelling: writing,
videography, photography,
research, on-camera report-
ing and social media post-
ing.”

This year, “the fellows
will be placed in two, three-
person teams,” the media
advisory explained. “Over
the course of the internship,
each team’s road trip will
take them to two different
cities where they will spend
four-week intervals work-
ing alongside experienced
staffers at NNPA member
newspapers.”

Alexa Imani Spencer, a
journalism student at
Howard University partici-
pated in the program last
summer, working at The
Washington Informer.

“Working for a histori-
cally Black publication
helped me to understand the
full worth of our institu-
tions, as Black people,”
Spencer said. “[The fellow-
ship] helped me to under-
stand that there has always
been a voice throughout

history that has advocated
for us and there will always
be somewhere, where we
can advocate for ourselves,
so long as we continue the
legacies of these publica-
tions.”

Spencer continued: “The
Black Press is an institution
that the next generation of
young, Black journalists has
to preserve.”

Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis,
Jr. the president and CEO of
the NNPA, said that the
third year of the DTU Jour-
nalism Fellowship repre-
sents significant progress in
the NNPA’s ability to tap
into the rising genius of
African American millenni-
als, exposing them to the
power of the pen.

“Journalism has experi-
enced renewed interest in
the Black community,” Dr.
Chavis said. “There has al-

ways been a need to not
only report the news of
Black America to the world
at large, but also to be an
advocate for the empower-
ment of African and African
American communities
across the United States and
around the world.”

Dr. Chavis said that the
partnership between the
NNPA and Chevrolet is set-
ting a standard for the rest
of corporate America.

“This is not about philan-
thropy, this is more about
engaging the African Amer-
ican community through the
contributions of Chevrolet
to the NNPA,” Dr. Chavis
said. “It really strengthens
one of the fundamental in-
stitutions in the Black com-
munity, which is the Black
Press.”

Spencer said that the
2018 DTU fellows will not
only experience personal
growth, but that they will

also gain a family by com-
pleting the program.
Spencer also said that the
Black Press represents an-
other avenue, where HBCU
students can help the Black
community thrive.

Dr. Chavis agreed.
“There are tremendous

opportunities [in the Black
Press] for HBCU journal-
ism and communications
students to not only to make
their mark in the profession,
but to also provide an in-
valuable service in the
Black community,” Dr.
Chavis said.

The deadline to submit
applications is April 30.
Learn more about the
NNPA’s Discover The Un-
expected Journalism Fel-
lowship at
www.nnpa.org/dtu.
This article was origi-

nally published at Black-
PressUSA.com.

HBCU, continued from Page 8
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Irving joining Shop Main Street America initiative 
The Irving Economic De-

velopment Partnership is
collaborating with Women’s
Leadership LIVE (WLL) to
roll-out a new national pro-
gram in Irving called Shop
Main  S t ree t  Amer ica
(SMSA).

On Friday, May 4, Shop
Main Street America will
provide free business devel-
opment training for small
business owners, with an
opportunity for entrepre-
neurs to pitch their dream
product(s) to the American
Dreams Star Entrepreneur
team for a chance to appear
on television Home Shop-
ping Network (HSN),
reaching 96 million house-

holds.
Then on Friday evening,

a shopping, dining, enter-
tainment extravaganza will
feature local vendors and
family entertainment. Local
businesses, community
leaders and other organiza-
tions are working together
to grow small businesses
and revitalize the Heritage
Crossing District Main
Street area.

“Shop Main Street Amer-
ica is a great complement to
First Friday Date Night in
the Heritage Crossing Dis-
trict of Irving. The renewal
of Irving’s historic down-
town area with small busi-
nesses, as well as the very

creative activities sponsored
by local merchants are
bringing new life to the
heart of our city. It’s resur-
recting a wonderful nostal-
gic feel to our community,
and we invite everyone to
participate,” Beth Bowman,
President/CEO of the
Greater Irving-Las Colinas
Chamber of Commerce
said.

The Shop Main Street
America event, created by
Irving Heritage Crossing
District merchants, Main
Street community leaders,
Irving Economic Partner-
ship and Women’s Leader-
ship LIVE, will feature a
free business development

workshop on creating a suc-
cessful small business. The
May 4 workshop 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. at The Study USA in
the Irving Innovation Cen-
ter at 801 W. Irving Blvd. 

Workshop facilitators are
successful entrepreneurs
with proven tips on how to
launch a small business and
keep it on track, as well as
advice for business owners
who wish to take their busi-
ness to the next level using
social, broadcast and print
media to gain exposure,
marketing vs. branding ba-
sics, and financial advice
from an angel investor.

Got something you think
would be a winner on HSN?

Entrepreneurs with dream
products will have a chance
to find out at the Shop Main
Street America’s “Pitch
Contest”! Bring your prod-
uct(s) and presentation to
the Pop-Up Market from 5
p.m. to 7 p.m. The qualified
winning entrepreneurs will
have the opportunity to in-
troduce their brand/prod-
ucts nationally on LIVE TV
to HSN’s 96 million house-
holds and win an opportu-
nity to be showcased in up-
coming publications.

Following the training,
Shop Main Street America
will move to Irving’s Main
Street for an evening of
food, fun, music, and shop-

ping. Training participants,
local vendors and artisans
are invited to put up a free
product booth and make
sales.

The family fun begins at
5 p.m. at Heritage Park.
Children can receive free
haircuts and kites from the
First Responders at Irving
Police and Fire Depart-
ments. After a meal at one
of nearby restaurants, wrap-
up the evening with Irving’s
Concert Series at the
Whistlestop Plaza.

To participate in the train-
ing program and to pitch
your product, pre-register at
www.shopmainstreetamer-
ica.com.

As they pay down college loans, Millennials are taking a hard look at homeownership
By Christopher G. Cox
Publishing/Managing Editor
www.realesavvy.com

(NNPA) As the U.S. econ-
omy recovers from a decade
of slow growth, more and
more millennials—generally
defined as people born be-
tween the early 1980s and
about 2004—are becoming a

significant factor in the real
estate market, as they pay off
student loans and become es-
tablished in their professions.

And with more and more
millennials hitting peaks
within their  education,
Brooke Cashion, a broker
with Allen Tate Realtors and
the president of the Winston-
Salem Regional Association

of Realtors, said that she
could see the correlation be-
tween education levels and
higher real estate invest-
ments.

“I work with many, well-
educated millennials who are
finally working in the pro-
fessions they trained so hard
for and are settling down and
getting married,” Cashion

said. “Some are looking for
more traditional properties,
while others prefer modern
construction, but they are all
looking for a good real estate
investment that will help
them to grow their money.”

As millennials begin to get
on their feet financially—
after years of struggling with
student debt and difficulty

finding jobs in their chosen
fields—Cashion explained
that these same young peo-
ple, tend to be conservative
in their financial planning
and want to avoid taking on
more debt than they can
comfortably afford.

In addition, Cashion also
said that millennials are
looking for homes that re-

flect their lifestyles, that
allow them to live among
likeminded neighbors, and
that offer them the opportu-
nity to be a part of the com-
munities where they live.

“I find that millennials are
very empathetic,” Cashion
said. “They want to play a

Parkland’s Rise to Success program helps employees continue education 
As a child, Axel Juarez

suffered from a kidney dis-
ease that often left him hos-
pitalized. He carries with
him vivid memories of
being a frightened kid in a
hospital room surrounded
by his parents and the “fan-
tastic nurses who helped
make the experience just a
little more bearable. Not a
lot of people have great
memories of hospitals and
most would rather avoid
them, but those nurses
helped shape what I would
pursue as my own career.”

Juarez is pursuing his
dream as part of Parkland
Health & Hospital System’s
Rise to Success Youth Fel-
lowship program. The inno-
vative program recruits and
trains recent high school
graduates to become patient
care assistants at Parkland.
While working part-time at
Parkland, participants con-
tinue their education
through the Dallas Commu-
nity College District to
achieve a degree in the

healthcare arena.
“This program provides a

great opportunity for those
who have an interest in a
healthcare career but might
not have had the opportu-
nity or the resources to at-
tend college,” said Gerard
Camacho, MPA, JCDC,
Parkland Academy’s Direc-
tor of Career Development.

Juarez is one of 32 indi-
viduals currently enrolled in
the Rise to Success pro-
gram, with another 10
scheduled to join in May.

In his application for the

program, Juarez wrote, “I
want to be that nurse for a
scared child and their par-
ents, the one who helps al-
leviate some of the stress
and fear that they may have.
I want to help save a child’s
life just like mine was over
a decade ago.”

Currently working as a
patient care assistant in the
cardiology unit at Parkland
and attending classes at
Eastfield College with plans
to enroll in nursing school
at Brookhaven College to
earn his bachelor’s and

master’s degrees in nursing,
Juarez doesn’t plan to stop
there. He’s set his sights on
becoming a pediatric Certi-
fied Registered Nurse Anes-
thetist (CRNA) and “a
leader in the medical field
who inspires and trains fu-
ture generations.”

“I’m aware that some of
the changes I want made
may go beyond my time,
but I at least want to leave a
lasting impact and legacy
that changes the healthcare
field for the better, not just
for a child, but for everyone
in need,” Juarez said. “That
is my goal, that is my
dream, and nursing is the
pathway I have chosen to
save lives and change the
world.”

Ana Laureano describes
herself as an “average stu-
dent, average daughter, av-
erage talent.” But, she says,
she does not have an aver-
age determination.

“I do not have the aver-
age dreams. I will bring
change into the world. It

will take time, but certainly
it will happen,” she said.

Laureano, who is also
part of the Rise to Success
program, works weekends
as a medical interpreter at
Parkland and is in her sec-
ond semester of nursing
school. In her spare time, or
what little of it there is,
she’s become what she de-
scribes as “passionate”
about planning and calen-
dars. “I color code every-
thing and when it says it’s
time to go to the gym, I go
to the gym,” she says,
laughing.

Still, it’s that kind of de-
termination that Laureano
said will guide her in the fu-
ture. As the second in her
family to attend college –
her mother is a teacher – the
Rise to Success program
“sounded too good” to be
true. But she soon realized
the Parkland program could
help her achieve her goal of
earning a BSN. From there,
she’s contemplating enlist-

ing in the military followed
by medical school with
thoughts of becoming a sur-
geon who specializes in op-
erating on babies who are
still in the womb.

“I set my goals high. I
love learning and I’ve al-
ways been fascinated by
how the body works,” Lau-
reano said, noting that re-
cently she’s also thought
about becoming a cardiolo-
gist.

“Parkland’s Rise to Suc-
cess program has opened
doors for these futures lead-
ers,” Camacho said. “They
are incredibly bright and
talented individuals who
have set their sights on
goals that, thanks to this
program, are within reach.”

To learn more about how
to become a part of Park-
land’s team, please visit
www.parklandcareers.com.
For more information about
services available at Park-
land, visit www.parkland-
hospital.com.

See LOAN, Page 12



area of charter schools. Dal-
las ISD Trustee Joyce Fore-
men (who is listed as an en-
dorsement on Sherman’s
website) challenged the can-
didates on their position.

Sherman said he is con-
cerned about the prolifera-
tion of charter schools in
South Dallas and wants to
bring business to the table to
address ways to improve the
public schools.

Lockhart Jones is not as
adverse to the charter
schools. She noted charter
schools have historically
served disadvantaged chil-
dren, and currently the com-
munity does not have the re-
sources to compete globally,
which is where today’s stu-
dents will have to compete.

There was one question
from the audience concern-
ing “rumblings” of corrup-
tion in one of the campaigns.
Both candidates stated the
forum was not the place for
such a discussion.

MNP will be held again on
May 7, featuring runoff can-
didates in four local judges’
races and the Constable’s of-
fice in Precinct 4.

Other runoff races
In the race for Texas Gov-

ernor, former Dallas County
Sheriff Lupe Valdez faces
Houston area investor An-
drew White after the two
rose to the top of a field of
nine candidates.

Valdez brought in almost
43 percent of the vote (car-
rying Dallas County by more
than 63 percent). She wants
to move toward universal
healthcare, equality of op-
portunity in the job market,
address school finance issues
and clean water.

White calls himself a
“common sense Democrat.”
He has a “Made in Texas”
plan o creat 1 million new

jobs in the state over the next
five years. He has also won
the endorsement of three of
the state’s largest metro
newspapers.

In the race for the U.S.
House of Representatives in
Texas District 3, Democrat
Lorie Burch is in a runoff
with Sam Johnson (who
bears the same name as the
Republican retiring from the
seat).

Burch pledges that “visi-
bility and accountability” will
be the hallmarks of her time
in office. She laments the
partisanship in Washington
and says she will be able to
bridge the divide. Voting
rights, education and health-
care are among her top is-
sues.

Johnson describes himself
as a “politician who listens
more than he talks.” He is a
lawyer who has lived in the
district his entire life (outside
of his time in education). He
touts his dedication to
women’s rights, healthcare
and protection of Dreamers
among his top campaign pri-
orities.

In Congressional District
6, Jana Lynne Sanchez and
Ruby Faye Wooldridge are
engaged in a runoff to see
who will compete for the seat
vacated by Joe Barton.

Sanchez has a background
in journalism and entrepre-
neurship. A self-described
problem-solver, she said she
originally had no aspiration
toward politics but that the
country is in dire need of
leadership. Her four-point
platform covers issues rang-
ing from renewable energy to
strong national defense.

Wooldridge is a minister
and former counselor. As a
divorced grandmother she
says she can relate to many of
the challenges in her district.
She has extensive political

support experience and is fo-
cused on the economy, edu-
cation and healthcare.

The race in Congressional
District 32 has Colin Allred
facing off against Lillian
Salerno for the opportunity to
move onto the general elec-
tion ballot.

Allred is a former NFL
football player and a civil
rights attorney. He describes
a career-ending neck injury
as a door-opening opportu-
nity to pursue his dream of
studying law and serving the
community. He worked for
Obama in HUD before re-
turning home as a voting
rights attorney and political
counsel.

Salerno is a native Texan,
entrepreneur and attorney.
She is an advocate for the
protection of healthcare
workers, having written and
passed legislation in that area.
She also served as the Deputy
Undersecretary for Rural De-
velopment during the Obama
administration.

There are four local judi-
cial races going to runoffs,
beginning with the 68th Dis-
trict Court where incumbent
Martin Hoffman faces a chal-
lenge from Kim Brown.

Hoffman has been elected
to the position three times,
beginning in 2006. Prior to
taking office he worked as an
attorney for 13 years.

Brown grew up in Oak
Cliff and is the daughter of a
retired Dallas Police Officer.
She has been practicing law
for more than 20 years and
has served as a visiting judge
in Dallas County.

In the 193rd District
Court, incumbent Carl Gins-
berg is facing a challenge
from Bridgett Whitmore.

Ginsberg has been on the
bench since 2007. He was a
civil attorney in private prac-
tice from 1996 until the elec-
tion of 2006. He is a Texas
board-certified attorney.

Whitmore is a native of
Dallas and graduated from
Yale in 1995 before going to
Tulane for her law degree in
1998. She has experience as
both a private lawyer and as-
sistant district attorney.

In Dallas County Court-
at-Law No. 4, incumbent
Ken Tapscott faces Paula
Rosales  in  the pr imary
runoff.

Tapscott was elected to the
bench in 2006 and has been
re-elected twice. He has more
than 21 years as a civil attor-
ney and was the 2017
“Elected Official of the Year”
for the Dallas County Demo-
cratic Party.

Rosales is an attorney with

experience across five areas
of law; and has lived in three
countries, speaking three lan-
guages fluently. She held the
advantage in the first round
of voting, but didn’t get a ma-
jority.

In the Dallas County
Court of Criminal Appeals
No. 2, Pamela Luther and
Marilynn Mayse are in a
runoff to see who will be un-
opposed in the general elec-
tion.

Luther has worked as an
attorney on both a prosecutor
and a defense attorney. She
received the highest number
of votes in the first round of
voting but did not win a ma-
jority.

Mayse is on her second try
for judgeship having com-
peted in 2016. She has 23
years of felony court experi-
ence following 11 years of
military service.

In the Democratic primary
for the Texas State Board of
Education, District 12,
Suzanne Smith garnered less
than 50 percent of the vote,
technically facing a runoff
challenge from Laura Mal-
one-Smith. However, Smith
reported on Facebook that
her challenger had filed pa-
perwork to withdraw and
conceded the runoff race,
leaving Smith a clear path to
face the Republican chal-
lenger in November.
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role in making their commu-
nities better places to live.”

Brian A. Hudson, the ex-
ecutive director and CEO of
the Pennsylvania Housing
Finance Agency, agreed with
Cashion, that community is
very important to millenni-
als.

“They want to live close to
where they work, especially

when they can obtain a mort-
gage that is less than the rent
they are paying,” Hudson
said.

In addition, Hudson said
that the hot rental market in
the last five years has caused
more and more millennials
to evaluate the tipping point
between paying rent and
paying a mortgage.

“Even if they are not sure
how long they will be in a
certain community, many
believe it makes sense to
transition from renting to
owning, when rent payments
equal or exceed mortgage
payments,” Cashion said.

However, homeownership
is not without obstacles for
millennials, with Cashion
noting a lack of housing in-
ventory, as one of the major

conflicts.
“I recently had a listing

that had seven offers only a
short time after it went on the
market,” Cashion said.

Millennials comprise 30 to
40 percent of Hudson’s client
base. Hudson noted that this
level of interest is not un-
usual for quality properties in
the current real estate mar-
ket.

In addition, Hudson also

said that another important
factor in reaching millenni-
als, is making use of digital
media.

“Running magazine and
newspaper ads, as we did for
years, does not work well
with millennials. These days
you have to be on Facebook,
Snapchat, Instagram, Twitter
and other social media, be-
cause that’s what they rely
on to get information,” Hud-

son said.
Christopher G. Cox is the

Publisher/Managing Editor
of Realesavvy.com. His
monthly column, focusing on
community and economic
development, appears in the
Winston-Salem Chronicle.
He also has a monthly radio
program that can be heard
on WTOB (980 AM) in Win-
ston-Salem. Follow Chris on
Twitter @realesavvy.
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May 4
Internship Fair

The Richardson Mayor's
Summer Internship Job Fair
will be held on May 4 from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Richard-
son Operations Center, in
Richardson. Each person at-
tending the Job Fair must
sign up separately and must
dress Business Professional.
Find more information at-
eventbrite.com.

May 10
Engineering, Tech
and Security Fair
The Dallas Engineering,

Technology, and Security
Clearance Job Fair will be
held on May 10 from 10:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Crystal
Banquet Hall, in Plano. 

All jobs require US citi-
zenship and a minimum 2
years of industry experience
on top of a degree. Some
jobs require an active clear-
ance. There are 100s of
jobs, and free resume re-
views onsite. For more in-
formation on the employers
attending, requirements for
job opportunities and direc-
tions please visit: www.ex-
poexpertsllc.com/.

May 10
Ft. Worth

Career Fair
The Fort Worth Career

Fair will be held on May 10
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
Sheraton Fort Worth Down-
town Hotel, in Fort Worth.
Positions include: Accom-
modations, Accounting, Ad-
vertising, Aerospace, Agri-
culture & Agribusiness, Air
Transportation, Apparel &
Accessories, Auto, Bank-
ing, Beauty & Cosmetics,
Biotechnology, Chemical,
Communications, Com-
puter, Construction, Con-
sulting, Consumer Prod-
ucts, Education, Electron-
ics, Employment, Energy,
Entertainment & Recre-
ation, Fashion, Financial
Services, Fine Arts, Food &
Beverage, Green Technol-
ogy, Health, Information,
Information Technology,
Insurance, Journalism &
News, Legal Services,
Manufacturing, Media &
Broadcasting, Medical De-
vices & Supplies, Motion
Pictures & Video, Music,
Pharmaceutical, Public Ad-
ministration, Public Rela-

tions, Publishing, Real Es-
tate, Retail, Service, Sports,
Technology, Telecommuni-
cations, Tourism, Trans-
portation, Travel, Utilities,
Video Game, Web Services.
Register at
www.eventbrite.com.

May 10
GardaWorld Jobs
GardaWorld Jobs will be

hosting a Veterans Job Fair
on May 10 from 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. at the AT&T Sta-
dium, in Arlington. Transi-
tioning military, veterans,
and their spouses can meet
with recruiters from dozens
of companies. The event is
free for attendees. They are
encouraging veterans to
join our team and explore
careers in Armoured Truck
Transport, Cash Vault
Services, High Profile
Security Services jobs,
and more. Register at
www.eventbrite.com.

May 12
El Centro West 

Campus Resource
Fair

El Centro College West
Campus will host their
Community Resource Fair
on Saturday, May 12 from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. 

This free event will in-
clude: an employment fair,
Family Support Services, El
Centro College Programs,
free health and wellness
screenings and music and
fun for the entire family! 

For more information on
this opportuntiy, email
mmedina@dcccd.edu. 

May 15
Arlington Answers

Job Fair
The ArlingtonAnswers

2018 Job Fair will be held
on May 15 from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. at The Church on
Rush Creek, in Arlington.
This year internship within
the IT field will be pro-

vided, along with free
social media headshots.
For more information
visit www.eventbrite.com.

May 16
Lattimore Materials
Company Job Fair
Lat t imore  Mater ia l s

Company Open House is
holding a job fair on May
16 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
15900 Dooley Road in Ad-
dison. There are positions
available for professional
mixers, drivers, tankers and
diesel mechanics. You
must be 21 to apply. For
more information visit
workeco.wfsdallas.com.

May 17
Choice Career

Fairs
Choice Career Fairs is

holding a Dallas Career Fair
on May 17 from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. at Doubletree Hotel,
in Dallas. Dress profession-

ally and bring plenty of re-
sumes, because they're here
to hire. Many of these com-
panies have several open-
ings and are eager to meet
with you. For more infor-
mation and to register visit
www.eventbrite.com.

Attention Suppliers of Goods,
Services and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
https://garlandtx.ionwave.net

www.garlandpurchasing.com

972-205-2415
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Advertise Career Opportunity 972-509-9049 Career Opportunity

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com

DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING AND
REWARDING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE
OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

• Competitive wages
• Array of benefits

• Education incentive pay
• ...and more

REGISTER ONLINE TO TAKE
THE CITY OF IRVING’S NEXT

CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM

www.cityofirving.org
The City of Irving does not discriminate on the
basis of race, sex, religion, age or disability in

employment or the provision of services.

Upcoming DFW area job fairs

Paid Internship opportunity
for writers, college students

in the Dallas Area
The North Dallas Gazette has an internship
position available. The
goal is to provide stu-
dents and aspiring
writers an opportunity
to gain published clips,
experience and pro-
fessional feedback.
The position is for up
to 20 hours a week at $8.00 per hour. Appli-
cants must have reliable transportation.

Send resume and writing samples to:
businessoffice@northdallasgazette.com



BETHEL BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP,
CARROLLTON

(A PLACE TO BELONG)

NOTICE:  Pastor Woodson
serves the community by
providing “Professional
Therapy and Counseling
Services” on a “Sliding
Fee” scale.  To schedule an
appointment call the Pas-
toral Counseling Center at
972-526-4525 or email the
church at www.bethelbible-
felloswhip.org 

Discover Hope and Help for
daily living; and, you don’t
have to be a member to
come.  The Connect-2-Re-
flect (C2R) meetings are
held in comfortable and re-
laxed homes, one in Car-
rollton and one in Plano, re-
freshments are served.  Call
the church for details.

May 5, 10 a.m.
Ladies, join our Women’s
Ministry monthly meeting.
W.O.R.T.H (Women of
Reconciliation, Truth and
Hope) we will continue our
fellowship and discussion
on the War Room book.   

May 6, 9:45 a.m.
You’re invited to our
“Prayer and Meditation” at
9:45 am.  You will be
blessed and inspired.  You
don’t want to miss this as
we celebrate service to God,
our community and all
mankind.

May 9, 7 p.m.
Join us in Wednesday’s
Prayer and Bible Study
Class with Senior Pastor
Woodson, Pastor Larry
Gardner, Pastor Bernadette,
and others conducting a
new book study with “The
Red Sea Rules” by Robert J.

Morgan, 10 God-Given
Strategies for Difficult
Times, with supporting
chapters and verses.  Spiri-
tual maturity is God’s desire
for you; it’s Time to Grow
in the Word of God.

Dr. Terrance Woodson,
Senior Pastor
1944 E. Hebron Parkway
Carrollton, TX  75007
972-492-4300
w w w. b e t h e l b i b l e f e l -
loswhip.org 
______________________

FELLOWSHIP
CHRISTIAN                                                                                                                             

CENTER CHURCH IN
ALLEN

“THE SHIP”

May 6
Join us in our Sunday
Morning Services as we
praise and worship God in
the Joycie Turner Fellow-
ship Hall, followed by our
Sunday Worship Services;
and bring someone with
you, you will be blessed.
It’s for our Friends and
Family.  You are special to
us.

May 9
Join us in our Wednesday’s
12 Noon-Day Live, Prayer
and Bible Study class
and/or our Wednesday
Night Live, Prayer and
Bible Study at 7 p.m. to
learn more about God’s
Word.  Be encouraged by
God’s plan for your matu-
rity and His glory; and most
of all; be prepared to grow.

May 13, 9:30 am
You are invited to our
Grand Entry Sunday Serv-
ice.  Mark your calendars!
We are glad that God is
blessing us and we want
you to share our blessings.

Dr.  W.  L. Stafford, Sr., Ed. D.
Senior Pastor
1609 14th Street           
Plano, TX  75074
Future Building location is
2450 K Avenue #300 
Plano, TX 75074
972-379-3287
www.theship3c.org 
______________________

INSPIRING BODY OF
CHRIST CHURCH,

Let’s Go Fishing!
MATTHEW 4:19 

May 4, 7 p.m.
All men are invited to
Men’s Ministry meeting
each Friday night at 7 p.m.,
(IBOC promotes proactive
male leadership.)

May 6, 10 a.m.
You are invited to our Baby
Christening Service.  Don’t
forget to invite family and
friends to this sacred event.
Also, you are invited to join
us for our Morning Service
as we celebrate of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

May 7, 7 p.m.
Join us in Monday School
as we grow in God’s Word
and learn what God has to
say to us.

Pastor Rickie Rush
7701 S Westmoreland Road
Dallas, TX  75237
972-372-4262
www.Ibocchurch.org
______________________

MT. OLIVE CHURCH 
OF PLANO (MOCOP)

(Uniting the Body of
Christ Among Nations)

May 6, 10 a.m.
Join us for Morning Wor-
ship Service as we praise
and worship God for His
Honor and His glory; and

don’t forget to comeback at
7 p.m. for our Brazilian
Church.  

May 9, 7 p.m.
You’re invited to our
Wednesday’s Bible Study
class; you will learn what
God has to say to us.  Come
to be encouraged by God’s
plan for your spiritual
growth and His glory.

Dr. Sam Fenceroy, PhD
Senior Pastor and
Pastor Gloria Fenceroy
300 Chisholm Place
Plano, TX  75075
972-633-5511
www.mocop.org
______________________

NEW MOUNT ZION
BAPTIST CHURCH
(Abiding in Christ)

May 6, 7 a.m.
Join us for our Early Serv-
ice or our Morning Worship
Service as we praise and
worship God, you will be
blessed.

May 9, 7 p.m.
Join us at our Wednesday’s
Intercessory as we pray to
God for others.  Call the
church for details for de-
tails.

Dr. Tommy L. Brown, Ed. D.
Senior Pastor
9550 Shepherd Road 
Dallas, TX 75243
214-341-6459
nmzbcofdallas@aol.com
______________________

SHILOH MBC
IN PLANO

(WHERE COMMUNITY 
BECOMES FAMILY)

Come and connect to God
through Shiloh; grow in
Christ through the study of

God’s Word; and Serve God
through service to each
other and to the world.
John 12:26.

May 6, 8 a.m. 
and 11 a.m.

You are invited to join us as
we celebrate our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ this
Sunday.  We would love to
have you at our services.

May 9, 7 p.m. 
You’re invited to our
Wednesday’s Bible Study to
learn more about God’s
Word.  Come and be en-
couraged by God’s plan for
your maturity and growth;
it’s all for His glory and His
honor.  We are, “Growing in
Christ through the study of

His Word.”

May 20, 8 and 11 a.m.
Services

Ladies and gentlemen,
mark your calendars, our
annual Women's Day Cele-
bration will be during Wor-
ship Services.  This year's
theme Is "Under Construc-
tion…  God at Work".

Our church ministries offer
opportunities for motivation
and growth; join us and see.
Be blessed of the Lord.

Dr. Isaiah Joshua, Jr.
Senior Pastor
920 E. 14th Street
Plano, TX   75074
972-423-6695
www.smbcplano.org
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NDG now has a “Special Advertising Package” for
churches and non-profit organizations that need to let
the community know about your Special Event.

Opportunity You Can Measure...

Church Events
• Church Anniversary
• Pastor’s Anniversary
• Women’s Day
• Men’s Day

Non-Profit Org. Events
• Fundraisers
(Concerts)
• Special Events
(Personal or Community)

Special Rate $199
(Black & White, per insertion)

Ad size - 4.905”x 6”(Quarter Page, B&W)
(NOTE: Color Ad $75 extra per inserion)

Production disclaimer - NDG ad meake-ready 
is not included in promotion.

Layout/production of “copy ready”ad will be a nominal extra cost.

E-mail ad copy to:
Marketing@NorthDallasGazette.com

or call our Marketing Department today!

972-509-9049

tricts and states can employ
or use to turn around un-
derperforming schools.
ESSA recognizes that fam-
ily and student support play
a key role in improving ac-
ademic outcomes for stu-
dents.

Dr. Tyler encourages ed-
ucators to uphold principles
like equity, social justice,
and community that tran-

scend any one administra-
tion. Principles such as
these are at the core of leg-
islation like ESSA. Fur-
thermore, parent engage-
ment is a crucial part in en-
suring student success.

Parents should see them-
selves as partners. Parents
should show up and share
their vision for their chil-
dren; what they see as their

child’s strengths and how
they would like to partner
in assisting with their chal-
lenges. Parents should ad-
vocate for what they per-
ceive are their needs.

Dr. Tyler charges parents
to get informed about the
policies that directly impact
their household and remain
consistent in their engage-
ment to ensure staff ac-
countability.

Learn more about the
Every Student Succeeds Act
at www.nnpa.org/essa.
Lynette Monroe is the pro-

gram assistant for the
NNPA’s Every Student Suc-
ceeds Act Public Awareness
Campaign and a master’s
student at Howard Univer-
sity. Her research areas are
public policy and national
development. Follow Lynette
on Twitter @_monroedoc-
trine.
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“All the labor of man is
for his mouth, and, yet the
soul is not satisfied.”

-- Ecclesiastes 6:7
How would you feel

about yourself if your job
was removed from you to-
morrow? Let's imagine that
your income wouldn't
change, just what you did
every day. 

One of the schemes that
Satan uses in the life of the
Christian worker is to get
him/her to view their value
solely based on the type of
work they do and/or how
well they do it.  We call this
performance-based accept-
ance.  It says, "As long as I
have a good job and I do it
well, I have self-esteem."
This is a "slippery slope"
and can be used by Satan to
keep our focus on our per-
formance versus Christ. 

We are never to find our
value in what we do.  In-
stead, our value is solely
based on who we are in
Christ.  The apostle Paul
wrestled with this after he
came to faith in Christ.  He
had grown to the top of his
field as a Jewish leader.  "If
anyone else thinks he has
reasons to put confidence in
the flesh, I have more: cir-
cumcised on the eighth day,
of the people of Israel, of
the tribe of Benjamin, a He-
brew of Hebrews; in regard
to the law, a Pharisee; as for
zeal, persecuting the
church; as for legalistic
righteousness, faultless.  
"But whatever was to my

profit I now consider loss
for the sake of Christ. What
is more, I consider every-
thing a loss compared to the
surpassing greatness of
knowing Christ Jesus my
Lord, for whose sake I have
lost all things. 
I consider them rubbish,

that I may gain Christ and
be found in him, not having
a righteousness of my own
that comes from the law, but

that which is through faith
in Christ-the righteousness
that comes from God and is
by faith."

-- Philippians 3:4-9
You'll never really know

to the degree that your self-

esteem is rooted in your
work until your work is re-
moved.  Unemployment,
illness, or a financial crisis
can lead to job loss. 

Why not evaluate where
you are in this area of your

life.  Affirm with God your
desire to be known by Who
(Jesus) you know versus
what you do.

Because we can learn
from God’s creation all
around us, "For since the
creation of the world God's
invisible qualities - his eter-
nal power and divine nature
- have been clearly seen,
being understood from what
has been made, so that men
are without excuse."

-- Romans 1:19-20. 
Have you ever had some-

one say, "I don't see any ev-
idence of God?  How can a
person believe in someone

you can't see or see any ev-
idence even exists?" 

The Bible tells us that
God is revealed in His cre-
ation every day.  Look at the
human body and consider
the likelihood of how thou-
sands of body parts that
must work together.  Some-
one created it to work this
well.  If it were a manufac-
tured product, it would be in
the repair shop all the time
because of all the moving
parts required to make it
work.  Therefore, trust God
for your value is in Him, not
what you can do or how
much you make.
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Send email to: businessoffice@
northdallasgazette.com to sign up
for Sister Tarpley's weekly elec-
tronic newsletter.

Labor alone is not enough

David Edward Lott, senior and graduate 2018-2019 from He-
bron High School, Carrollton, Texas

North Dallas Gazette takes a moment to
reflect on the past with

Historical Perspectives
from Sister Tarpley

Hear what it was like growing up in a very dif-
ferent Dallas when Booker T. Washington was
a black school. Sister Tarpley graduated frm

there and went on to college and later became
a city councilmember in Carrollton.

Look for NDGTV at NorthDallasGazette.com

SPEAKER, continued from Page 5
second grade through gradu-
ation from high school

• Graduated from Harvard
(Bachelor), Princeton (Mas-
ter of Public Affairs), and the
University of Pennsylvania
(Law), all on scholarships

• Practicing lawyer in Dal-
las for fifteen years, currently
Of Counsel to the interna-
tional law firm of Orrick,

Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
• Married for 10 years to

his wife, Nikki, with whom
he has two sons, William (4)
and George (8 months)

• First elected to the Texas
House in a special election in
2010

• Would be the first person
of color ever elected Speaker
of the Texas



For DFW foodies, Cinco
de Mayo means Tex Mex
and margaritas. Here are
five suggestions to get your
taco, guacamole and mar-
garita fix on May 5th.

Liberty Burger joins the
fiesta with a South of the
Burger, topped with Ched-

dar cheese, shredded let-
tuce, tortilla strips, avocado,
refried beans, and pico de
gallo. Another choice is
their Chillerno, with queso
blanco ,  f lame-roas ted
Poblanos, and Chipotle
BBQ sauce. Keep your eye
on their Facebook page for

the secret password which
will get you a free soda or
ice tea.

The new kids on the
block, Big Beat Dallas, in
Irving is hosting their first
Cinco De Derby on Satur-
day. For $5 you can choose
from: frozen margaritas,

Mexican beers,  tequila
shots, tacos (x2), tamales
(x2) and churros.

In Carrollton, El Rincon
Mexican Restaurant &
Tequila Bar located at 1114
S Elm St #100 is hosting a

block party from Noon – 9
p.m. with a live DJ, and
drink specials Saturday
night.

Taco Cabana is hosting
“TCinco” celebrations all
weekend long with food

and drink specials, includ-
ing $3 margaritas, $4 frozen
vodka raspberry lemonade,
one dozen flautas for $9.99,
daily specials and a chance
to win free food for an en-
tire year.
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NDG Book Review: Harriet Gets Carried Away
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

You love wearing your
Daddy’s shoes.

You wear Mommy’s
shoes, too. You love that
clomping around, the wig-
gly-wobbly feel, and the fun
of pretending that you’re
someone else. Dressing up
is great but be careful. As in
the new book, “Harriet Gets
Carried Away by Jessie
Sima, things could quickly
get out of hand.

More than almost any-
thing in the world, Harriet
loved playing dress-up.

She had a whole trunk
full of costumes and she
didn’t need a reason to wear

them. She just did, as often
as possible and everywhere
she went. Every dentist ap-
pointment, every day in the
park, every birthday party.

And so, on the day of her
own birthday party, Harriet
was dressed as a “busy bee”
and she certainly was busy

helping her dads with the
decorations. But before
their guests arrived, they
would need to buy snacks
and party hats, so Harriet
changed into her “extra-
special errand-running cos-
tume.” It was her penguin
outfit and when she was
done, they took the subway
to the store.

Once they were there,
Harriet’s dads hurried to the
deli counter, so Harriet
waddled off to find the best
party hats. She knew where
they were but between deli
and derby, she found
“something else.”

There were penguins!
Dozens of them that looked

just like Harriet in her black
and white penguin costume,
and they were apparently
getting ready for a party of
their own! They barely no-
ticed that a little girl was in
their midst; they just kept
buying ice and taking it to a
big balloon outside in the
park. One of them told Har-
riet that they were going
“back home” because the
city was “a nice place to
visit” but penguins didn’t
want to live there – and they
took her with them!

Or, well, they tried, any-
way, but Harriet didn’t want
to live the rest of her life on
ice, she missed her dads,
and she didn’t want to miss

her birthday party. But there
was a problem: how would
a little girl in a penguin cos-
tume ever manage to get
home?

There are two ways of
looking at “Harriet Gets
Carried Away.” Only one is
good.

On one hand, this is a
cute book that will appeal to
a preschooler’s imagina-
tion, with its theme of
dress-up and make-believe.
Harriet is a confident little
girl who isn’t one bit fazed
by the adventure that her
costume causes, and kids
will get a kick out of the
places she goes because she
was mistaken as someone

she isn’t. That kind of pre-
tending is what preschool-
ers do best, and that makes
this book relatable.

On the other hand, par-
ents may have to take a
deep breath and put aside
their reservations about un-
supervised kids in big-city
stores, and the issues of
them going somewhere
with someone they don’t
know.

The take-away here is to
beware of your audience:
for some kids, the caution
may be warranted and the
book postponed. For other
4-to-8-year-olds, “Harriet
Gets Carried Away” may be
an enjoyment shoo-in.

Four food finds for Cinco de Mayo to keep your hunger satisfied


