
Concerns about forces 
outside of the community 

trying to derail it

Black Press United 

The City of Dallas and the sur-
rounding cities have enjoyed sus-
tained growth for more than a 
decade. The region now has a popu-
lation of more than 7.5 million, the 
fourth largest in the nation.  Offi-
cials may proudly tout this fact as 
they continue to lure visitors and 
company headquarters, but they 
also lament the affordable housing 
crisis.

One challenge is the definition of 
affordable housing; it is not cut and 
dry for working families earning 
$14.50 – $25 an hour. It is not likely 
they can qualify for a home loan for 
a house costing $250,000.

First Step Homes is offering a so-
lution in Kleberg, a previously unin-
corporated area in southeast Dallas, 
before the city annexed the com-
munity in 1978. The developers 
are seeking approval for a 46-acre 
gated community, with more than 
260 starter homes, and are pledging 
to spend a combined $96 million 
on two development projects there. 
The proposed amenities include a 

community center with a pool, two 
playgrounds, workout facilities, in-
cluding a basketball court and soc-
cer field, a walking path, and a dog 
park. Also, a proposed retail center 
on-site will consist of a community 
grocery store, bank, restaurants, and 
a much needed medical clinic to ad-
dress the glaring need for medical 
services that have previously been 
absent from the community.

In addition to the new units, First 
Step Homes also owns 60 acres 
across the street, where they plan to 
add more than 440 new units to the 

existing 191 homes, including simi-
lar amenities.

Planners say it will not be a cook-
ie-cutter community where every 
house looks the same; First Step 
Homes guidelines call for every 
third house to be a different model. 
More than 30 percent of the homes 
will be two-story models with an 
18×48 garage.

As the price of previously owned 
homes has soared over the last few 
years, a new home has become out of 

$96 million housing and retail 
development scheduled for 

Southern Dallas

An artist’s rendering of the type of housing planned for a $96 million
development in South Dallas. (Courtesy image)
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By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior Correspondent

Legendary Congressman 
John Lewis (D-Ga.), one of 
America’s foremost moral 
leaders whose work since 
the civil rights movement 
of the 1950s made him a 
national treasure, has for-
mally endorsed former U.S. 
Vice President Joe Biden as 
the 2020 Democratic nomi-
nee for President of the 
United States of America.

The 80-year-old con-
gressman who on March 7, 
1965, was badly beaten as 
he helped to lead over 600 
peaceful protestors across 

the Edmund Pettus Bridge 
in Selma, Alabama, said 
that Biden was the person 
to lead the country back on 
the right side of history.

“I am very pleased and 
very happy to take the time 
to endorse a friend, a man 

of courage, and a man of 
conscience, as the Demo-
cratic nominee for presi-
dent of the United States,” 
Lewis said on a media call 
where major news outlets 
from around the country 
participated, including the 
Black Press of America.

“We need Joe Biden 
more than ever before,” 
Lewis added.

The widely respected 
congressman said America 
needs Biden at the helm.

“He’s a man of courage, 
great intelligence, and a 
man of faith,” Lewis stated. 
“He will be a great presi-
dent, and he will lead our 
country to a better place, 
and he will inspire another 

generation to stand up, to 
speak up, to speak out, 
to be brave and bold, and 
that’s why I’m committed 
to supporting him.”

When asked by NNPA 
President and CEO Dr. 
Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr., 
what is his vision of a Biden 
presidency, Lewis said the 
former U.S. Vice President 
would “be able to redeem 
the soul of America.”

“It doesn’t matter if 
you’re white, Asian Ameri-
can, Latino, male, female, 
straight, or gay. We all live 
in the same house, the same 
boat,” he continued.

“We must be able to live 
together as brother and sis-
ter, and Joe Biden will not 

be afraid to stand up and 
preach the way of love and 
preach the fact that we must 
respect the dignity and the 
worth of every human be-
ing. He can, and he will 
help us regain our was as 
a nation and as a people,” 
Lewis exclaimed.

Born the son of share-
croppers on February 21, 
1940, outside of Troy, Ala-
bama, Lewis grew up on his 
family’s farm and attended 
segregated public schools 
in Pike County, Alabama, 
according to his biography.

As a young boy, he was 
inspired by the activism 
surrounding the Mont-
gomery Bus Boycott and 
the words of the Rev. Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr., 
which he heard on radio 
broadcasts. In those pivotal 
moments, he decided to 
become a part of the Civil 
Rights Movement. Ever 
since then, he has remained 
at the vanguard of progres-
sive social movements and 
the human rights struggle 
in the United States.

“I grew up in rural Ala-
bama, just miles from 
Montgomery in a town 
called Troy. Growing up 
there, I saw signs that said 
white men, colored men, 
white women, colored 
women, white waiting, col-
ored waiting,” Lewis remi-

By Deric Gilliard

(NNPA) It took the most 
life altering event of the 
21st century to finally mute 
the importance of one of 
the most significant figures 
of the second half of the 
20th century. Joseph Echols 
Lowery, co-founder of the 
Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference (SCLC), 
the direct action civil rights 
organization that served 
as the firing pin that used 
non-violent protest to push 
Congress to pass the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 and 
coordinated movements 
across the nation that led 

to the passage of the Vot-
ing Rights Act of 1965, has 
finally expired. He was 98. 
Due to social distancing 
requirements from COV-
ID-19, a public celebration 
of his life and legacy will 
be postponed until fall.

Lowery, born in Hunts-
ville, Alabama, was one of 
the inner circle of preachers 
credited with launching the 
Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference in 1957, 
along with Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., Rev. Ralph 
David Abernathy, Rev. Fred 
Shuttlesworth, and Rev. 
C.K. Steele of Tallahassee.

Unlike the bombastic 
Rev. Hosea Williams, who 
served as King’s fiery field 
general, agitating and ignit-
ing movements, or Andy 
Young, known as the great 
negotiator and someone 
who knew how to deal with 
white intransigents resisting 
change, or Shuttlesworth, 
whose bravery is legendary 

after his home was bombed 
several times and he was 
beaten repeatedly — along 
with his pregnant wife, 
Ruby — while trying to en-
roll their children in school 
in 1957, Lowery’s legacy is 
more nuanced.

Primarily an administra-
tor until the time of King’s 
assassination, when Low-
ery was chairman of the 
SCLC’s national board 
of directors, he was not 
known as someone who 
had repeatedly been bat-
tered or terrorized on the 
front lines in the fifties and 
sixties, though he did have 
scrapes with racist leaders. 
In fact, in 1979, in Decatur, 
Alabama, Lowery and the 

SCLC-led protesters, while 
challenging the arrest of a 
docile, retarded black man, 
Tommie Lee Lines, for al-
legedly raping two white 
women, were confronted 
by armed Klansmen, who 
shot at the non-violent pro-
testers, including Mrs. Ev-
elyn Lowery. She narrowly 
escaped a bullet through 
her windshield while seek-
ing cover in the floorboard 
of her car.

Lowery was arrested 
numerous times, including 
while protesting our gov-
ernment’s support of apart-
heid South African regime 
in 1984, and challenging 
the dumping of toxic waste 
in black communities in 

North Carolina in 1983, 
along with Dr. Ben Chavis. 
He also led the successful 
integration of the bus lines 
in Mobile, AL before the 
seismic, 381-day boycott 
triggered by Rosa Parks in 
Montgomery in 1955. In 
1965, King delegated him 
to present the movement 
rights’ marchers’ demands 
to intransigent Alabama 
governor and avowed seg-
regationist George Wallace.

Lowery’s enduring leg-
acy, I believe, is that he 
led the SCLC back from 
near death, to vibrancy and 
noteworthy relevance, after 
taking over in 1977, nine 
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NDG Readers Sound Off...
$96 million housing 
and retail development

scheduled for
Southern Dallas

This is not affordable 
housing, this is hous-
ing for those that make 
$60,000 or more. This 
does not help low-income 
families or family’s that 
make less than $25,000. 
Where is housing for us? 
South Dallas, North Dal-
las, where? where is that 
help for the working class?

- Lisa Brooks 

Anyone who is making 
$15 an hour is not who 

this project is targeting! 
Low income is measured 
as those making over $60 
thousand dollars a year. 
For the actual low income 
earners to live there will 
require subsidies to make 
up the shortage of income 
needed to live there!

- Greg Muckelroy

Dallas Police Clarify 
how they are

handling the Shelter 
in Place Order

I will continue to walk 
my dog and walk in my 
residential area

- Stephen Sartain

DPD shouldn’t assume 

they need to stop people 
to educate them (i.e., they 
shouldn’t assume that peo-
ple don’t know about the 
order & shouldn’t assume 
that people are violating 
it). DPD needs to first ask 
questions to educate them-
selves as to why someone 
is out, then respond appro-
priately. DPD needs to find 
out if the person they stop 
is even a resident of Dallas 
county or city or whether 
they’re simply passing 
through … they can’t 
force a non-resident to go 
home who had no inten-
tion of stopping in Dallas 
county or city, & the only 
reason the person stopped 
was because a DPD officer 

stopped them. Travelers 
from other counties, cities, 
or states are going to pass 
through, & they may need 
to stop for gas, something 
to eat, or to use the rest-
room (all essential), or a 
resident may be out for an 
essential reason, so DPD 
needs to ask questions to 
educate themselves before 
jumping to conclusions 
that the person they stop 
needs to be educated. It’s 
no different than any other 
stop … ask questions, then 
respond accordingly.

- Susan Turner

To share your
opinion visit

NorthDallasGazette.com
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By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA Contributor

The “big and bad” Unit-
ed States is seeing its world 
dominance recede. We are 
being vanquished both by 
a virus and by the igno-
rance of the “Commander 
in Chief.” We now know 
that there are not enough 
tests to detect the coronavi-
rus, nor enough ventilators 
to treat all of those who are 
ill. Medical professionals 
are talking openly about the 
choices they will make and 
the fact that some people 
will be judged more likely 
to survive than others.

Through which lens 
will these medical profes-
sionals decide who gets 
a ventilator? Will age be 
the only lens, advantag-
ing a 30-year-old over an 
80-year-old? Will there be 
other filters? Will a man 
with children get prefer-
ence over a single woman?  
An author over a homeless 
person? A white person 
over a person of color? 
Medical professionals are 
being asked to choose and 
to judge. How will their 
conscious or unconscious 
bias play a role in their 
judgments?

The National Academy 
of Medicine describes it-
self as “an independent, 
nonprofit organization that 
works outside of govern-

ment to provide unbiased 
and authoritative advice to 
decision-makers and the 
public” On its website, it 
acknowledges “evidence of 
racial and ethnic disparities 
in health care.”  Will this 
evidence influence the dis-
tribution of ventilators?

People will need these 
ventilators to breathe. They 
may need them for weeks, 
not days. Some will sur-
vive, and some won’t. The 
survival rate is a function 
of the bizarre avoidance 
our so-called leaders make 
decisions about this pan-
demic. But who will be 
saved? An innocent infant 
or the despot who lives in 
the house that enslaved 
people built? 

Dr. Dorothy Irene Height 
was 98 when she died in 
2010. She was produc-
tive until her final days. In 
her own words, she was 
“dressed and in her right 
mind” until the end. Would 
the doctor choosing who 
got a ventilator see the his-
tory contained in that pre-
cious black body? Or would 
he make choices based on 
stereotypes? I know that by 
Black 92-year-old mama, 
disabled by a stroke, still 
gives her children strength 
and love, smiles, and sharp 
reprimands (yes, the lady 
hit me when I used profan-
ity in her presence. Whose 
life would I trade that for?)

We must not forget the 
many ways that Black bod-
ies were used for medical 
experiments, from the use 
of Black women’s geni-
talia to develop gynecol-
ogy through the Tuske-
gee syphilis studies that 
lasted from 1932 through 
1972. Black people’s lives 
have too often been white 
people’s experiments. It is 
not paranoid, but merely 
cautious, to wonder who 
will get the ventilators, 
and whose needs will be 
sidelined. Now the words 
“Black Lives Matter” take 
on a more pointed meaning.

This coronavirus illus-
trates our nation’s faultlines 
by class race and gender. 
The coronavirus also re-
futes the notion of our na-
tion’s exceptionalism. The 
United States just ain’t all 
that, despite our “greatest” 
rhetoric. We are stumbling 
compared to other coun-
tries – Italy, China, Spain 
– who have attempted, gen-
erously, to show us the way 
forward.

One of the populations 
I’ve heard very little about 
is incarcerated people. 
How do you socially dis-
tance when you are con-
fined, with another person, 
in a small cell? Given our 
collective disdain for the 
incarcerated, will an incar-
cerated person with corona-

virus have a chance?
Incarcerated people 

aren’t the only people 
at risk. All marginalized 
people are, in one way or 
another, at risk. Ventilators 
cost between $25,000 and 
$50,000 and even more 
when there is competition 
to obtain them. Will hospi-
tals with limited resources 
be able to obtain ventila-
tors? Those who are in-
come-challenged are more 
likely to go to hospitals 
that are under-resourced. 
Lower-income people are 
at greater risk and have 
less access to quality health 
care.

The coronavirus will hit 
princes and paupers, mem-
bers of Congress and mem-
bers of the clergy, computer 
whizzes and those who 
don’t have computers. We 
may all be at risk from the 
coronavirus, but class, race, 
and gender will likely de-
termine who has the best 
chance at recovery. We 
can’t call ourselves “great” 
unless we are fair. Will ev-
eryone have a chance to re-
cover from this virus?

Julianne Malveaux is an 
author and economist. Her 
latest project MALVEAUX! 
On UDCTV is available on 
youtube.com. For booking, 
wholesale inquiries or for 
more info visit www.juli-
annemalveaux.com.

www.NorthDallasGazette.com                                                                                                                                             Op-Ed

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com                                                               April 9-22, 2020 | North Dallas Gazette | 3

The North Dallas Gazette, formerly Minority Opportunity News, was founded 
in July 1991, by Mr. Jim Bochum and Mr. Thurman R. Jones. North Dallas 
Gazette is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Minority Opportunity News, Inc.

North Dallas Gazette assumes no responsibility 
for unsolicited material and reserves the right to 

edit and make appropriate revisions.

P.O. Box 763866 - Dallas, Texas 75736-3866
Phone: 972-432-5219 - Fax: 972-509-9058

“Do what you say you are
going to do ... when you say

you are going to do it.”
Publisher’s Office:

publisher@northdallasgazette.com

Sales Department:
marketing@northdallasgazette.com

972-509-9049

Editorial Department:
editor@northdallasgazette.com

Online:
www.NorthDallasGazette.com
www.twitter.com/NDGEditor

www.facebook.com/NorthDallasGazette
www.pinterest.com/NDallasGazette

www.instagram.com/NorthDallasGazette

STAFF
Chairman Emeritus

Jim Bochum
1933-2009

Published by
Minority Opportunity News, Inc.

Editor
Ruth Ferguson

Community Marketing
Nadina Davis

Production
David Wilfong

NDG Obituary Dept.
Vicky Richardson-Stewart

VP of Operations

Religious / Marketing Editor
Shirley Demus Tarpley

(“Sister Tarpley”)

NDG Senior Columnist
Ed Gray

Contributing Writers
Tiffany Gilbert
Jackie Hardy
Angela Loston

Jacquinette Murphy
Dwain Price

Terri Schlichenmeyer
David Wilfong

Who Gets the Ventilators?

By Dr. Glenn Mollette
 
Easter 2020 will be re-

membered for a very long 
time as the Sunday America 
had no Easter. Or, the Easter 
where churches did not gath-
er in small and large build-
ings. This is disappointing 
to multitudes. It is the “one” 
Sunday that many Ameri-
cans attend church. Glob-
ally, churches pull out all 
the stops for presenting their 
best music. Ministers have 
been working the last sev-
eral weeks polishing up their 
sermons.  But it’s the same 
story, the old story that, once 
a year, people come to hear.

Some people still buy new 
clothes for Easter. Ameri-

cans are more casual than 
ever but retailers still make 
out good for Easter, but not 
this year. Macy’s and other 
retailers just furloughed 
hundreds of thousands of 
workers. For these retailers, 
Easter has been canceled and 
they are feeling it in their 
pocketbooks.

The first Easter didn’t 
have a date of April 12. We 
don’t know the date. We do 
know that the followers of 
Jesus were terrified. They 
had just watched him cru-
cified on a cross and they 
feared they were next. Fi-
nancially they were strug-
gling because they had left 
everything to follow Jesus. 
They had “sheltered” them-

selves in fear of the religious 
opposition.

That first Sunday morn-
ing Mary Magdalene ar-
rived at the tomb to anoint 
Jesus’ body.  In the middle of 
her sorrow Jesus appeared, 
spoke her name and Mary 
realizing it was Jesus called 
him “Teacher”.  She must 
have put her arms around Je-
sus because he said, “Don’t 
hold onto me, I have not as-
cended to my father.” John 
20:17 Essentially, he said, 
“Don’t touch me!” This 
story is more relevant all the 
time.  The saddest weekend 
of Mary’s life turned into the 
greatest day of her life as she 
became the first witness of 
the risen Jesus, later exclaim-

ing to the disciples, “I have 
seen The Lord!”  Wouldn’t 
you like to have that kind of 
Easter? We will miss gather-
ing in church this Easter but 
experiencing Easter and the 
risen Christ can happen even 
if you are alone.

There will be Easter on 
April 12. There will be Eas-
ter for every person on the 
planet who will take the time 
to celebrate the old story, the 
good news of Easter wher-
ever you are and whatever 
your situation, this Easter 
2020.

Read Glenn Mollette’s  lat-
est book Uncommon Sense. 
and get music by Glenn Mol-
lette through iTunes and all 
music dealers.

Easter canceled in America



By Merilee Kern, MBA

Water. We all need it—
and know we need it—for 
optimum health and well-
ness, but a shocking few 
live daily life in a properly 
hydrated state and certainly 
not with appropriate con-
sistency. One doctor-driven 
report revealed that fully 
75 percent, a staggering 
three-fourths majority, 
of Americans may suffer 
from chronic dehydration. 
It went on to underscore 
that, “Over time, failure 
to drink enough water can 
contribute to a wide array 
of medical complications, 
from fatigue, joint pain and 
weight gain to headaches, 
ulcers, high blood pressure, 
and kidney disease.” Ap-
parently, this is the tip of 
the proverbial dehydration-
induced illness iceberg.

“During a normal day, 
we lose about two liters of 
water just through breath-
ing, sweat, and other 
bodily functions,” notes 
board-certified internist 
Dr. Blanca Lizaola-Mayo. 
“Even while asleep, we can 
lose over one kilogram (2.2 
pounds) of water-weight 
not just through sweating, 
but respiration as well. 
Even air conditioning has 
drying effects on our body. 
The health implications of 
dehydration are vast and 
can range from mild to se-
vere, including problems 
with the heart, blood pres-
sure and breathing, head-
aches and cognitive issues 
like concentration … just to 
name a few. Those who’ve 
felt that ‘afternoon slump’ 
should know that dehy-
dration is the number one 
cause of daytime fatigue. 
And, it’s important to un-
derstand that when we first 

start to sense thirst, we are 
already close to two per-
cent dehydrated.”

For all of its importance, 
proper hydration is a deli-
cate balance to uphold. An 
Institute of Medicine report 
cited the fragility of keep-
ing the body duly hydrated, 
noting, “Over the course 
of a few hours, body water 
deficits can occur due to re-
duced intake or increased 
water losses from physical 
activity and environmental 
(e.g., heat) exposure.” So, 
a perfectly hydrated body 
can tip the scales into a 
dehydrated state in a fair-
ly short amount of time, 
whether actively (as with 
exercising), or passively 
(as with breathing).

Understanding there are 
commonplace facets of our 
collective lifestyles that 
put us at a higher risk of 
developing mild to severe 
dehydration, here are some 
insights and tips from pre-
eminent health experts help 
you stay happily hydrated:
How Much Water Do You 

Need? 
According to the Acade-

my of Nutrition and Dietet-
ics, “Many factors impact 
how much water you need, 
including your age, gender, 
activity level and overall 
health … For women, the 
amount of total water is 

about 11.5 cups per day and 
for men about 15.5 cups. 
These estimates, however, 
include fluids consumed 
from both foods and bever-
ages, including water. You 
typically get about 20 per-
cent of the water you need 
from the food you eat. Tak-
ing that into account, wom-
en need about nine cups of 
fluid per day and men about 
12.5 cups in order to help 
replenish the amount of 
water that is lost.”

What Are Common 
Causes of Dehydration?

According to the Mayo 
Clinic, “Sometimes dehy-
dration occurs for simple 
reasons: You don’t drink 
enough because you’re sick 
or busy, or because you 
lack access to safe drinking 
water when you’re travel-
ing, hiking or camping.” 
While certainly not all-in-
clusive, known causes for 
dehydration can encompass 
sweating from exercise and 
playing a sport; air travel; 
traversing in overly hot, hu-
mid, cold or windy weather 
conditions; drinking too 
much coffee and other di-
uretic beverages; recover-
ing from a hangover; and 
a litany of other relatively 
commonplace daily activi-
ties.
Do All Fluids Hydrate the 

Body?

No. The Cleveland Clin-
ic is very clear with its ad-
visory that “Some bever-
ages are better than others 
at preventing dehydration,” 
and that “alcoholic and caf-
feinated beverages, such as 
coffee, teas and colas, are 
not recommended for opti-
mal hydration. These fluids 
tend to pull water from the 
body and promote dehydra-
tion. Fruit juice and fruit 
drinks may have too many 
carbohydrates, too little 
sodium, and may upset the 
stomach. Adequate hydra-
tion will keep your summer 
activities safer and much 
more enjoyable.”
What Are Some Benefits 

of Proper Hydration?
While the benefits of a 

properly hydrated body are 
copious, the CDC points to 
a few top-line health advan-
tages, including keeping 
your temperature normal; 
lubricating and cushioning 
joints, protecting your spi-
nal cord and other sensitive 
tissues; and getting rid of 
wastes through urination, 
perspiration and bowel 
movements. Healthline 
also offers a number of evi-
dence-based health benefits 
of drinking plenty of water, 
which include maximizing 
physical performance; op-
timized energy levels and 
mood; and aiding diges-
tion and elimination. Be 
mindful of water intake, 
however, as Dr. Lizaola-
Mayo warns, “Drinking 
too much water or fluid 
can lead to hyponatremia, 
which causes sodium in the 
cells to become diluted and 
too low and can be danger-
ous—and even life-threat-
ening—if untreated.”
What Are Signs of Early 

or Mild Dehydration?
The Rehydration Proj-

ect non-profit organization 
says that “the degree of de-
hydration is graded accord-
ing to signs and symptoms 
that reflect the amount of 
fluid lost. In the early stag-
es of dehydration, there are 
no signs or symptoms. Ear-
ly features are difficult to 
detect but include dryness 
of mouth and thirst. As de-
hydration increases, signs 
and symptoms develop.” 
According to the organiza-
tion, symptoms of early or 
mild dehydration include 
the following: flushed face; 
extreme thirst; consuming 
more than normal or the in-
ability to drink; dry, warm 
skin; the inability to pass 
urine or reduced amounts 
(dark, yellow); dizziness 
made worse when standing; 
weakness; cramping in the 
arms and legs; crying with 
few or no tears; sleepiness 
or irritableness; sickness; 
headaches; dry mouth or 
dry tongue with thick sa-
liva.

What Are Signs of
Moderate to Severe

Dehydration?
The Rehydration Project 

also denotes that symp-
toms of moderate to severe 
dehydration include low 
blood pressure; fainting; 
severe muscle contractions 
in the arms, legs, stomach, 
and back; convulsions; a 
bloated stomach; heart fail-
ure; sunken fontanelle—
soft spot on a infants head; 
sunken dry eyes with few 
or no tears; skin loses its 

firmness and looks wrin-
kled; lack of elasticity of 
the skin (when a bit of skin 
lifted up stays folded and 
takes a long time to go back 
to its normal position); 
rapid and deep breathing 
(faster than normal); and a 
fast, weak pulse. They say 
that “In severe dehydration, 
these effects become more 
pronounced and the patient 
may develop evidence of 
hypovolemic shock, includ-
ing diminished conscious-
ness; lack of urine output; 
cool moist extremities; a 
rapid and feeble pulse (the 
radial pulse may be unde-
tectable); low or undetect-
able blood pressure; and 
peripheral cyanosis. Death 
follows soon if rehydration 
is not started quickly.”
Who is At Greatest Risk 

of Dehydration?
No one is immune to a 

dehydrated condition, but 
certain populations are at 
greater risk. The Mayo 
Clinic indicates that these 
vulnerable groups include 
infants and children, older 
adults, those with chronic 
illnesses and people who 
work or exercise outside. 
Serious complications can 
ensue, which they point 
out can include heat injury 
(ranging in severity from 
mild cramps to heat ex-
haustion or potentially life-
threatening heatstroke); 
urinary tract infections, 
kidney stones, and even 
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reach for these families. To 
make them more obtainable, 
First Step Homes will not 
only be providing the fund-
ing for the project but will 
also be financing the loans. 
They are seeking candidates 
with a combined household 
income of $60,000 and ask-
ing for a 5% down payment, 
which will run an average of 
$2,000 – $5,000.  

“The project is more than 
just low to moderate afford-
able housing,” Rev. Peter 
Johnson with The Institute 
for Nonviolence said by 
phone on Saturday, after 
writing a letter of support 
for the project to City of 
Dallas Mayor Eric Johnson. 
He believes there is a criti-
cal need for those earning 
“$15 – $16, but cannot af-

ford a decent place to live,” 
Johnson stated.

The lack of affordable 
housing results in working 
families finding themselves 
homeless, living in their ve-
hicles, imposing on family 
and friends, living in a shel-
ter, or living on the street. 
“The only solution to home-
lessness is low to moder-
ate-income housing,” Rev. 
Johnson stated in his March 
24 letter to the city. “Dallas 

has a severe shortage of low 
to moderate-income hous-
ing.”

Rev. Johnson believes 
Dallas needs 25,000-35,000 
new low to moderate, af-
fordable homes, and sees 
the more than 1,000 homes 
offered in First Step Homes’ 
plan as a good start. Part of 
the proposal Johnson touted 
was the pledge to secure a 
grocery store and the work-
out facilities.

HOUSING, from Page 1

10 Ways to be ‘Water Wise’ while sheltering-in-place
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Richardson to temporarily suspend recycling due to pandemic
Beginning Thursday, 

April 9 recycling services 
in the city will be sus-
pended and trash collection 
will be temporarily reduced 
from twice to once-per-
week due to staffing short-
ages in the City’s Public 
Services Department. The 
once-per-week trash ser-
vice will take place accord-
ing to the normal schedule 

for recycling collection 
across the city. No changes 
are currently planned for 
the City’s Brush and Bulky 

Item Collection (BABIC) 
service.

The service changes are 
due to staffing shortages 
related to the spread of the 
COVID-19 disease. Crews 
are being reorganized to 
fully staff vehicles in order 
to maintain the essential 
service of collecting waste 
at least once a week. Ser-
vice will be brought back 

to normal as soon as it is 
safely possible to do so.

The City has seen an in-
crease in BABIC calls with 
the onset of spring and more 
people staying home due to 
COVID-19 concerns. To 
help BABIC crews meet 
this new demand, residents 
are asked to “Think Big” 
by only requesting service 

when there is a sufficient 
amount of material to re-
quire a truck to haul the 
waste. Items weighing 50 
or more pounds, such as 
large furniture or appli-
ances, should be set out 
for BABIC. Small piles of 
brush, lawn clippings and 
anything else weighing less 
than 50 pounds should be 

disposed of through regular 
trash collection.

The City’s Public Servic-
es Department is working 
hard to return to normal as 
soon as possible. Workers 
in the department appreci-
ate your patience as they 
continue to bring the best 
service possible under these 
difficult circumstances.

Free assistance available for low-income individuals grappling 
with civil legal problems as a result of the coronavirus pandemic
AUSTIN — As the coro-

navirus pandemic shakes 
the lives of Texans, caus-
ing uncertainty about their 
healthcare and economic 
futures, the state’s legal 
service and access-to-jus-
tice providers are joining 
together in a partnership to 
assist in this time of crisis. 

Locally the Dallas Vol-
unteer Attorney Program 

(dallasvolunteerattorney-
program.org) — DVAP is 
a joint project of the Dallas 
Bar Association and Legal 
Aid of NorthWest Texas is 
helping residents. 

A toll-free legal assis-
tance hotline is available 
to low-income individuals 
and families across Texas 
who are confronted with 
civil legal problems as a re-

sult of the pandemic. Peo-
ple may call 800-504-7030 
toll-free to be connected 
with legal service providers 
in their area.

Areas of legal assistance 
or guidance include:

• Bankruptcy and debt-
collection matters;

• Employment issues, un-
employment applications 
and appeals;

• Child custody, visita-
tion, and support issues;

• Life, medical, and prop-
erty insurance claims;

• Mortgage or foreclo-
sure problems;

• Public benefits issues 
(e.g., Medicaid, SNAP/
food stamps, Social Secu-
rity);

• Healthcare directives 

and powers of attorney;
• Consumer protection 

issues such as price-goug-
ing and scams;

• Landlord-tenant prob-
lems;

• Disability discrimina-
tion; and

• Family and domestic 
violence concerns

Individuals who qual-
ify for assistance will be 

matched with Texas law-
yers who can provide free 
legal help. Callers should 
be aware there are some 
limitations on the legal ser-
vices available. This ser-
vice is a partnership among 
the State Bar of Texas, the 
state’s legal aid agencies, 
volunteer organizations, 
and access-to-justice orga-
nizations.

FestEvents Foundation launches Staff Meal for 
unemployed restaurant and hospitality workers

In response to the grow-
ing amount of restaurant 
and hospitality workers 
unemployed due to COV-
ID-19, FestEvents Founda-
tion, in collaboration with 
Chef Nick Walker of Virgin 
Hotels Dallas, Chef Sharon 
Van Meter of SVM Produc-
tions, and Steve DeShazo 
of El Centro College, 
is launching Staff Meal 
(www.staffmeal.org). The 
program is designed to pro-
vide 2,400 free chef-crafted 
meals per weekend to in-
dustry members in need.

Chef Nick and his rotat-
ing culinary team members 
will plan and prepare 300 
to-go food packages that 
will include four servings 
of breakfast and four serv-

ings of lunch/dinner. The 
meals will come chilled 
with reheating instructions 
and will be available for 
no-touch pickup at a pre-
determined time between 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. every Sat-
urday beginning April 11 

at 3015 at Trinity Groves 
(3015 Gulden Ln, Dallas, 
TX 75212). Reservations 
for the meals are available 
first-come, first-served 
through Eventbrite. Re-
cipients will be vetted, and 
proof of past employment 

will be required.  
FestEvents Foundation 

Co-Founders Alison Ma-
tis and Cheryl Weis are 
well-known in the local 
food community through 
their company, FestEvents 
Group, which handles the 
logistics and production of 
many of the largest food 
festivals in Dallas includ-
ing Taste of Dallas, Park & 
Palate, Dallas Arboretum 
Food & Wine Festival, and 
Dallas Chocolate Festival, 
among others. The two la-
dies, including marketing 
expert Emily Mantooth 
(formerly of Dallas Choco-
late Festival), created Staff 
Meal because they wanted 
to be a part of the solution 
of the hunger crisis facing 

restaurant industry friends 
and their families during 
the COVID-19 crisis.

“We started Staff Meal 
because many restaurant 
industry members are like 
second family to us and 
their peers,” Matis ex-
plained. “ Thanks to our 
generous food partners, we 
are able to prepare a meal 
for a little over $2 at no 
cost to the recipient, but 
our funding can only sup-
port a small percentage of 
the numerous low-income 
hospitality workers who 
were living paycheck to 
paycheck and now can’t 
afford food, rent, and ba-
sic necessities. Additional 
funding is essential so we 
can reach out to even more 

people.”
Donations can be made 

at www.staffmeal.org for as 
little as $20 which pays for 
ten meals. A $2,500 dona-
tion covers an entire shift 
in the kitchen. Staff Meal is 
also accepting in-kind gro-
cery, beverage, sanitation, 
and packaging products 
which can be coordinated 
by emailing donations@
staffmeal.org.

“This is a devastating 
time for many,” says Weis. 
“We have been honored to 
work alongside so many 
wonderful people in the 
hospitality industry. Creat-
ing Staff Meal is the least 
we can do to help ours col-
leagues, our friends, our 
family.”

A new Texas Healthcare Heroes initiative established
A new grass-roots initia-

tive to help create Food-
Is-Love Care Kits has now 
launched and calling all 
restaurants to join.  In an ef-
fort to assist first responders 
and front-line medical per-
sonnel with staple grocery 
items and a ready-made 

meal, several concepts have 
already come on board to 
make a difference.

The idea is to make 
healthcare workers’ lives 
easier during this difficult 
time by producing kits filled 
with essentials—items they 
may not be able to find or 

have time to shop for, with 
their attention dedicated 
to keeping our community 
healthy.

The kits are being donat-
ed to the staff of local hos-
pitals, including UT South-
western Medical Center and 
distributed to workers in 

need of a hearty dinner and 
breakfast the next morning.

Current participating 
businesses include AvoEat-
ery, Saint Rocco’s, Kate 
Weiser Chocolates, Cake 
Bar, Sushi Bayashi, The 
Hall, Beto & Son, and Babb 
Brothers BBQ. 

This initiative has already 
provided 50 kits to health-
care workers, and with the 
community’s support, res-
taurants can create and do-
nate hundreds more. To as-
sist in this cause, individuals 
can donate money, a full kit, 
or purchase one of their 

own, with a buy-one-give-
one policy, by visiting www.
texashealthcareheroes.com.  
Please note that zero money 
is retained for profit or fees 
of any kind and 100 percent 
of donations will be spent 
to provide the contents and 
packaging for the kits.
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Trustees take action to address coronavirus threat

I’d like to take a mo-
ment to encourage all our 
students, families, teachers 
and the community at large 
to stay safe and strong in 
this troubling time. Mean-
while, the Dallas ISD 
Board of Trustees is work-
ing to make sure that our 
students have all the re-
sources they need to con-
tinue their education in this 
time of some uncertainty 

about next steps. 
I want all of the staff to 

know that you have done a 
superb job with little time 
to prepare for the transition 
to on-line learning.  Your 
great work is showing.  To 
the teachers, I would like to 
give a special “Thank You” 
for your dedication to mak-
ing sure our students are 
settling in to a new learning 
environment.

To ensure that at-home 
learning is available to all 
our students as we are so-
cial distancing, trustees 
approved the purchase of 
more than 10,000 hotspots 
for students who do not 
have wi-fi in their homes. I 

applaud the district’s move 
to help close the digital di-
vide, something I’ve been 
advocating for many years. 

Trustees also approved 
granting extended emer-
gency leave for all ac-
tive salaried and hourly 
employees, which allows 
them to continue receiv-
ing their normal paychecks 
while schools are closed in-
definitely. This was a very 
important vote to for the 
Board of Trustees.

And due to the ongoing 
health threat, trustees ap-
proved postponing the May 
2 election for three seats on 
the board until November 
3, based on directions from 

Governor Abbott.
Meal Distribution Now 
Once a Week, for Safety 

Dallas ISD remains com-
mitted to following the 
recommendations from the 
national, county and state 
officials along with public 
health agencies in order to 
protect the health and safe-
ty of our students, families 
and staff.   Along those 
lines, we will now be dis-
tributing meals on Thurs-
days only, from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Families will be able 
to pick up enough meals to 
get them through the fol-
lowing Thursday. 

Please visit www.dal-
lasisd.org/grabandgomeals 

to identify the distribution 
sites and the meals that will 
be included in your bags for 
each day.

Remember also, all Dal-
las ISD playgrounds are 
closed while the city is un-
der the stay-at-home order, 
to help ensure that our chil-
dren stay safe while at play.
Dallas ISD Urges Fami-
lies to Participate in the 

2020 Census Count
We encourage all fami-

lies to respond to the 2020 
Census to ensure that our 
community and our schools 
receive adequate funding 
for the next 10 years. The 
allocation based on the 

census count includes 
money for school pro-
grams and services such 
as special education, free 
and reduced-price lunches, 
class size reduction, tech-
nology purchases, teacher 
training, and afterschool 
activities. Responses to 
the census questionnaire 
are required by law, and all 
answers are confidential. 
The census does not ask 
about citizenship status. 
Responses are accepted on-
line, by phone, or by mail. 
To learn more, visit the 
Census Bureau FAQs page 
at https://2020census.gov/
en/help.html. 

DeSoto Independent School District launches April Town Hall Series
DeSoto ISD invites the 

community to engage with 
the upcoming Town Hall 
Tuesdays at Noon series, a 
new weekly, mid-day virtu-
al dialogue set to take place 
every Tuesday in April via 
the Zoom virtual meeting 
platform. Once concluded, 
all meetings will post to the 
district’s social media plat-
forms for more widespread 
viewership.

Each meeting will have 
a specific focus and will al-
low the DeSoto ISD school 
community to hear from 
and talk with district lead-
ers and other partnering 
members of the community 
who will provide pertinent 
information and answers to 
relevant questions.

“As a nation, city, district, 
and community, we are liv-
ing through a very traumatic 
time and our utmost priority 
is to ensure the safety and 
wellness of everyone.  Life 
as we know it has changed 
for every single adult who 
works in our system, and 
for every single student and 
family who calls DeSoto 
ISD home. Our parents and 
students are facing some 
new challenges and op-
portunities and like other 

districts, we had to make 
some incredible decisions 
and some swift decisions. 
So, we just want to ensure 
we are a visible, valuable 
resource for our families,” 
said DeSoto ISD Super-
intendent of Schools Dr.  
D’Andre J. Weaver. “Now, 

more than ever, we want 
our families to see what to-
gether we will truly means 
in practice — we are all in 
this together.”

The first installment of 
the Town Hall Tuesday was 
Tuesday, April 7 and served 
as an opportunity to com-

municate the ways in which 
the City of DeSoto and 
the school district have re-
sponded to the coronavirus 
pandemic. Additionally, the 
featured panelists Weaver 
and City of DeSoto Public 
Information Officer Kathy 
Jones will provide new in-
formation and answer ques-
tions related to their orga-
nization’s response to this 
public health crisis.

The latter half of this 
first town hall will focus on 
Anywhere, Anytime Learn-
ing (AAL) which formally 
launched on April 6. Chief 
Academic Officer Celeste 
Barretto will talk about 
district expectations for 
teachers, students, and their 
families and introduce this 
foundation for the future of 
learning in DeSoto ISD.

All members of the 
DeSoto ISD school com-
munity are welcome to par-
ticipate in the virtual town 
hall series sessions and can 
submit questions via this 
link to be addressed, when 
possible during the Zoom 
meeting.

The complete schedule of 
the current Town Hall Tues-
days at Noon dates and top-
ics are included below.

• April 7: District Re-
sponse to CoVid-19 and 
Anytime, Anywhere Learn-
ing

• April 14: Principals 
Talk Back 

• April 21: Mental Health 
and Wellness during Co-
Vid-19

• April 28: DeSoto ISD 
CoVid-19 Student Perspec-
tives with the Superinten-
dent’s Student Advisory 
Council   

Each virtual meeting will 

take place from noon to 1 
p.m. with up to 100 online 
attendees.

Upon the conclusion of 
the meeting, a link to each 
complete session will be 
posted to the district’s so-
cial media platforms for 
later viewing.

For additional informa-
tion regarding the DeSoto 
ISD Tuesday Town Hall at 
Noon series, please send an 
email to info@desotoisd.
org.



Sam Reed has been elect-
ed FY2020-2021 Chairman 
of the Board of Directors 
for the Greater Irving-Las 
Colinas Chamber of Com-
merce (Chamber). Reed 
will assume the leader-
ship role in October of this 
year. The Chamber, the first 
5-Star accredited Chamber 
in Texas, represents 1,900 
member- inves tors  and 
more than 220,000 employ-
ees.

Reed is President and the 
owner of AlphaGraphics 

Irving/Las Colinas, a print-
ing services, marketing so-
lutions, graphic design and 

custom business sign, and 
banner production compa-
ny. He was a corporate ex-
ecutive at PepsiCo before 
taking early retirement. 
Always wanting to own his 
own business, he purchased 
AlphaGraphics in January 
2012. The small business 
has been a Chamber mem-
ber-investor for 8 years.

“Sam has been an active 
volunteer, engaging with 
the Chamber for years and 
serving as a key member 
of the Chamber’s Board of 

Directors, Executive Com-
mittee and currently Board 
Vice Chairman of the Small 
Business Services Com-
mittee,” said David Pfaff, 
2019-2020 Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the 
Chamber. “As a long-time 
resident of Irving-Las Co-
linas, involved in our com-
munity, and an advocate for 
growth, he is an excellent 
choice to serve as Chair-
man of the Chamber.”

Reed appreciates the 
opportunity to serve the 

Chamber.
“I would like to thank the 

Chamber’s Board of Direc-
tors for their trust in elect-
ing me to this distinguished 
leadership opportunity 
in the Irving-Las Colinas 
business community,” said 
Mr. Reed. “The Chamber 
is a key resource for busi-
nesses of all sizes, from en-
terprising to middle-market 
to small businesses, like my 
local business. The work 
they do driving economic 

development and growth, 
advocating for business-
friendly policies, connect-
ing small businesses to pro-
curement opportunities and 
providing resources to our 
entrepreneurs is invaluable. 
I look forward to working 
with the Chamber’s tal-
ented team of profession-
als, the Board of Directors 
and the business-industry 
within Irving-Las Colinas, 
Powering Progress into 
2021.”

Members of the Texas 
National Guard arrived in 
Plano last weekend with a 
simple mission: feeding the 
community’s most needy 
people across the 13 coun-
ties that the North Texas 
Food Bank serves. The hu-
manitarian effort will pro-
vide a helping hand to the 
Food Bank as they work to 
increase their distribution 
efforts to meet the grow-
ing need in our region. The 
Guard’s highest calling is 
serving their fellow citi-
zens. These men and wom-
en are volunteer guardsmen 
who sacrifice spending time 
away from their families to 
instead be there for local 

communities in need.
The City of Plano and 

the team at the North Texas 
Food Bank would like to 

extend sincere gratitude to 
Governor Greg Abbott for 
allowing the guard to assist 
in this important mission. 

One of the side effects of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
is an increased need at the 
North Texas Food Bank 
and their Feeding Network 
of Partner Agencies. Their 
support will ensure that the 
Food Bank can continue to 
safely meet its mission of 
closing the hunger gap in 
North Texas by providing 
access to nutritious food.

“The Food Bank and 
their member agencies 
play a critical role in North 
Texas,” said Plano Mayor 
Harry LaRosiliere. “The 
support from the National 
Guard will allow for them 
to continue to meet their 
mission. We know that as 

the weeks go on, the need 
for support will only con-
tinue to grow.”

Now, more than 250 
members of the Texas Na-
tional Guard will be mo-
bilized in support of the 
North Texas Food Bank.

Guard members will be 
on-site initially for 30 days 
and will be applied in four 
areas:

• Production line: Ap-
proximately 140 will be 
immediately put to work on 
the production floors, creat-
ing family meal boxes for 
distribution.

• Mobile Pantry distri-
bution: Approximately 30 
will be deployed to expand 

the growing Mobile Pantry 
Distributions

• Warehouse and Sup-
ply Chain: Approximately 
30 guard members will be 
trained on our warehouse 
operations and 12 will be 
allocated as drivers.

• Partner agency support: 
Approximately 50 will be 
available to assist our part-
ner agencies who are also in 
need of support.

“The team at the Food 
Bank is thankful to all of 
our public leaders who 
helped to bring in these 
additional resources,” said 
Trisha Cunningham, Presi-
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kidney failure; seizures 
due to electrolyte imbal-
ance, sometimes with a 
loss of consciousness; and 
low blood volume (hypo-
volemic) shock.  They say 
it’s time to call your doctor 
if you or a loved one “has 
had diarrhea for 24 hours or 
more; is irritable or disori-
ented and much sleepier or 
less active than usual; can’t 
keep down fluids; and/or 
has bloody or black stool.”

How Can You Be a 
Water-Wise Shopper?
The USDA recommends 

consumers shop smartly, 
advising us to “Use the Nu-
trition Facts label to choose 
beverages at the grocery 
store. The food label and 
ingredients list contain 
information about added 
sugars, saturated fat, so-
dium and calories to help 
you make better choices.”  
There are also highly ef-

ficacious and economi-
cal dehydration avoidance 
and treatment innovations 
that can be integrated into 
one’s lifestyle and used on 
a daily basis. The experts at 
SOS Hydration explain that 
their medically-formulated 
drink-mix powder acceler-
ates hydration equivalent 
to an I.V. drip, rehydrating 
the body fully three-times 
faster than by drinking 
water alone. This unique 
product’s heightened hy-
dration process leverages 
the body’s digestive “so-
dium/glucose co-transport 
system”—an Oral Rehy-
dration Therapy (ORT) en-
dorsed by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and 
UNICEF.
Can Foods Help You Stay 

Hydrated?
Yes, the body intakes hy-

dration not only from water 
and other liquids but food-

stuffs as well—some boast-
ing as much 90 percent 
water content. According 
to the Academy of Nutri-
tion and Dietetics, those in 
the 90-100 percent water 
content range include fruits 
like cantaloupe, strawber-
ries and watermelon; as 
well as vegetables like let-
tuce, cabbage, celery, spin-
ach and cooked squash. 

The organization further 
states that options with 70 
to 89 percent water content 
include fruits like bananas, 
grapes, oranges, pears and 
pineapples; vegetables 
such as carrots, cooked 
broccoli and avocados; 
and dairy products like 
yogurt, cottage cheese and 
ricotta cheese. For drinks, 
the good folks at EatRight.
org advise we focus on un-
sweetened beverages, like 
water, in order to limit calo-
ries from added sugars and 
to use strategies to increase 
water intake—like adding 

a flavor enhancer. For this, 
a fruit-flavored rehydration 
accelerant like the SOS 
Hydration drink mix can do 
tasty double duty.

Can Sports Drinks
Actually Undermine 

Hydration?
Yes. Why pay extra mon-

ey for excess sugar when 
what you really need are 
electrolytes?  Dr. Lizaola-
Mayo says that “in truth, 
only a very small amount 
of sugar is required to help 
transport electrolytes and 
water into the cells as part 
of the sodium-glucose co-
transport system. In fact, 
this system is most effec-
tive when it utilizes one 
molecule of sugar and one 
molecule of sodium in 
combination, which helps 
create the fastest and most 
effective way to transport 
water into the cells for hy-
dration. Even water rehy-
dration and other drinks 
that do actually claim to 

utilize the sodium-glucose 
co-transport system have 
been shown to contain ex-
cess sugar to enhance taste, 
apparently discounting the 
fact that that this added 
sugar commensurately in-
creases calorie count and 
actually undermines cellu-
lar H2O absorption. If there 
is excess sugar in a drink, 
even one engineered as a 
rehydration solution, then 
you can trigger reverse os-
mosis. This process occurs 
when there is an incorrect 
balance of sugar to sodium. 
Sodium always follows 
sugar and water always fol-
lows sodium. In a drink that 
is correctly balanced (uti-
lizing the sodium-glucose 
co-transport system) then 
the water and electrolytes 
optimally flow into the 
cells.  In high sugar “rehy-
dration” drinks there is too 
much sugar for the quantity 
of sodium and, as such, so-
dium and then water is actu-

ally leeched from the cells 
and passed out of the body 
as urine.  This can actually 
cause dehydration—the op-
posite effect for a rehydra-
tion or sports beverage one 
has spent their hard-earned 
dollars to purchase.”

So whether indoors or 
out, active or at rest, suf-
fering illness or perfectly 
healthy, one thing is clear: 
Keeping your water sourc-
es well at hand and ingest-
ing with regularity (and 
consistency) can have a 
profoundly beneficial ef-
fect on your health and 
well-being. It’s one easy 
and highly accessible assist 
for a multitude of maladies.

As the Executive Edi-
tor and Producer of “The 
Luxe List,” Merilee Kern, 
MBA is an internationally-
regarded brand analyst, 
strategist, and futurist. 
Connect with her at www.
TheLuxeList.com 

WATER, from Page 4

Texas National Guard helping the North Texas Food Bank

Members of the Texas National Guard deployed to help the North Tex-
as Food Bank in Plano, loads food into the vehicle of a client while 
maintaining limited social distancing. (Image courtesy of NTFB)

Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce selects Sam Reed as new Chairman

Sam Reed was selected to serve 
as the new Chairman of the 

Board of the Irving Chamber of 
Commerce (Courtesy photo)

See GUARD, Page 11



years after the King as-
sassination, following the 
rocky and uncertain tenure 
of Abernathy’s presidency.  
No one could be expected 
to replicate the charisma, 
dynamism, and eloquence 
of King. Indeed, Aberna-
thy never found his footing 
during a period when fel-
low SCLC insiders Young 
and Rev. C.T. Vivian say he 
tried too hard to be King, in-
stead of himself. And even 
when Lowery edged out 
Williams for the presidency 
in 1977, it was a struggle to 
regain momentum.

Gradually, however, de-
spite being in the midst of 
what King historian and 
Pulitzer Prize winner David 
Garrow deemed a “post-
civil rights era,” Lowery 
grabbed hold of a series 
of critical issues and made 
them his and the SCLC’s 
own. Gun violence, vot-
ing rights, hate crimes, 
economic injustice, affir-
mative action, educational 
tracking, redistricting, 

disparities in sentencing, 
black-on-black violence: 
you name the issue, Low-
ery battled long-time ri-
val Rev. Jesse Jackson for 
national leadership as the 
clarion voice speaking for 
black activism and justice 
throughout the last quarter 
of the 20th century. What-
ever the topic, Lowery 
spoke to it with eloquence, 
precise insight and passion.

On the 25th anniversary 
of the King assassination, 
April 4, 1993, Lowery and 
the SCLC launched the 
Stop the Killing/End the 
Violence campaign. Urging 
Americans to “turn to each 
other, not on each other,” 
the campaign ultimately 
took tens of thousands of 
guns off the streets through 
a controversial gun buy-
back program frequently 
supported by corporations. 
Along the way, he chal-
lenged Presidents Rea-
gan, Carter, Bush 41 and 
43 and Bill Clinton, who 
credited Lowery with being 

the leader who moved him 
to raise the black church 
burnings to a national state 
of emergency. He pointedly 
criticized the U.S. bombing 
in Kosovo and angered the 
SCLC’s many Jewish sup-
porters by agreeing to meet 
with Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat. The Method-
ist minister also picketed 
Atlanta’s Prior Tire, over 
its challenge to the city’s 
landmark affirmative ac-
tion stand and went toe-
to-toe against hometown 
corporate giant Coca-Cola 
to pressure it to pull out 
of its investments in the 
from a racist South Afri-
can regime. Lowery and 
the SCLC signed hundred 
million-dollar economic 
covenants with Publix, 
Shoney’s, which required 
they promise to hire more 
black managers, utilize 
more black vendors and 
place more stores in minor-
ity neighborhoods.

Rooted and grounded 
in voting rights and edu-
cation, Lowery and the 
SCLC established and kept 

alive dozens of chapters 
throughout the country and 
the world while registering 
hundreds of thousands of 
voters throughout the years, 
via motor voter campaigns. 
Adept at working with 
groups focused on LG-
BTQ, environmental, anti-
war and economic justice 
issues, he and the SCLC 
were broadly criticized 
as the first “mainstream” 
civil rights organization to 
actively support Min. Far-
rakhan’s 1995 Million Man 
March. First and foremost 
a minister of the gospel, 
Lowery, who refused to 
separate his ministry from 
his activism, also pastored 
United Methodist churches 
for over 40 years. Along the 
way, Ebony selected him as 
one of America’s top 15 
preachers.

It would not be possible 
to salute the legacy of Low-
ery without including the 
laudable contributions of 
his wife, Evelyn. Founder 
of the SCLC/W.O.M.E.N., 
she instituted the annual 
Drum Major for Justice 

Awards, launched the 
Wings of Hope anti-drug 
initiative, introduced the 
annual civil rights tours 
throughout the south and 
erected monuments to hon-
or the valiant foot soldiers 
who labored non-violently 
To Redeem the Soul of 
America, the SCLC’s mot-
to. Together, they were one 
of America’s most influen-
tial couples of their era, and 
significantly improved the 
arc of social justice in the 
South.

Never resistant to go 
against the grain, Low-
ery backed the upstart, the 
little-known senator from 
Illinois, Barack Hussein 
Obama, against the cho-
sen one, former Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton, 
for the 2008 Democratic 
presidential nomination. 
Lowery did so despite the 
fact that most liberals, and 
virtually all black leaders, 
backed Clinton. Lowery 
campaigned vigorously 
for Obama, and in 2009, 
brought the fiery, contro-
versial benediction at the 

conclusion of the inaugu-
ration of the nation’s first 
black president. Obama 
awarded Lowery with the 
Presidential Medal of Free-
dom, later that year.

Lowery was no King, but 
he never missed a payroll 
while reinvigorating the 
SCLC and ensuring that it 
remained a powerful force 
speaking truth to power 
during his twenty-year 
tenure at the helm from 
1977-1997. After his time 
at the SCLC, he founded 
the Georgia Coalition for 
the People’s Agenda, a 
501C-3 that boasts chapters 
and affiliates through nine 
states, still focusing on vot-
er rights and registration. 
Farewell to the “Dean” of 
the civil rights movement.

Deric Gilliard is for-
mer communications for 
the SCLC and the author 
of “Living in the Shadows 
of A Legend: Unsung He-
roes and ‘Sheroes’ who 
Marched with Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.” He can 
be contacted at gilliardpr@
gmail.com.
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Dallas
Families and couples can 

get into the Easter spirit at 
home with The Rustic’s 
new Easter Cookie and 
Egg Dying kits. The Easter 
Cookie Kit is $25 and in-
cludes two dozen cookies, 
buttercream icing in four 
different colors, a variety 
of sprinkles and parchment 
paper. For $14.95, The Rus-
tic’s Easter Egg Dying Kit 
includes 30 eggs and as-
sorted dye. Guests can call 
The Rustic at 214.730.0596 
to pre-order a kit for pickup 

April 10-12.

DFW
Soulman’s Bar-B-Que 

announced a month-long 
BBQuarant ine  Super 
Chuck Wagon giveaway 
at all North Texas locations.  
Each Super Chuck Wagon 

has two pounds of meat, 
four sides, six slices of Tex-
as toast and BBQ sauce.  

Garland
Garland Goodness - 

Even with the concern about 
COVID-19, our community 
is full of warm, wonderful 
stories of caring and per-
severance. We’re sharing 
some of those stories on our 
Garland Goodness page at 
GarlandTX.gov.

The City of Garland will 
work with customers dur-
ing these difficult times, and 

will not disconnect electric 
or water service for late 
or lack of utility bill pay-
ment. Customers should 
contact Utility Customer 
Service at 972-205-2671 or 
CustServ@GarlandTX.gov 
to discuss their situation. 
Please include your service 
address and account number 
in any correspondence.

Richardson
The City of Richardson 

has established a tempo-
rary phone-in service that 
people can use as an al-

ternative to appearing in 
person at next week’s City 
Council meeting for public 
hearing items. Calls to 214-
997-0297 will be greeted 
with a brief introduction on 
how the system works and 
will then be placed into a 
conference call where call-
ers can hear the meeting and 
be called upon to provide 
their comments during the 
public comment phase of 
each public hearing. 

A public comment form 
can also be filled out online 
and used to provide com-

ment without appearing in 
person or calling in. Sub-
mission of the online form 
must be made by 5 p.m. on 
the day of the public hear-
ing.

People can also still at-
tend meetings in person, 
but, due to limited seating 
to achieve CDC guidance 
on social distancing, any-
one arriving in person may 
not be able to sit in the same 
room where the meeting is 
being held and will instead 
be directed to overflow seat-
ing areas.  

VA North Texas Health Care System acquires Garland-Baylor, Scott & White facility
The VA North Texas 

Health Care System has of-
ficially taken possession of 
the former Garland-Baylor, 
Scott & White hospital lo-
cated at 2300 Marie Curie 
Drive. The facility will now 
be known as Garland VA 
Medical Center.

In a news release issued 
April 6, VA North Texas 
Health Care System an-
nounced the facility will 
serve as an outpatient and 
specialty care clinic for 
some of the 184,000 North 

Texas veterans enrolled 
in VA health care. Due to 
the increasing number of 
veterans needing care for 
COVID-19, the facility 
will initially be stood up 
as an in-patient overflow 
unit with a capacity for 100 
beds.

“The official acquisition 
of this donated hospital 
by Baylor, Scott & White 
couldn’t come at a more 
essential time than today,” 
said Dr. Stephen Holt, Di-
rector of the VA North 

Texas Health Care System. 
“The added capacity this 
new facility brings will 
help make a difference as 
we care for veterans during 
this national emergency.”

Baylor, Scott & White 
closed the 470,000-square-
foot facility in 2018 after 
exhaustive efforts to sell 
the hospital failed. In early 
2019, the site was identified 
for the possible expansion 
of veteran medical services 
in region. Along with an 
initiative from the City of 
Garland, a bipartisan North 

Texas congressional effort 
helped facilitate efforts 
with Baylor, Scott & White 
and VA Central Office to 
navigate and ultimately fi-
nalize the unprecedented 
donation effort. The dona-
tion of the hospital will 
save the VA system hun-
dreds of millions of dol-
lars with estimates to build 
a new hospital exceeding 
$800 million.

“We are looking forward 
to having the VA as a part 
of our Garland community 
and the opportunity to serve 

our veterans,” said Garland 
Mayor Scott LeMay. “This 
new facility will bring a 
long-term result of almost 
5,000 jobs to Garland, as 
well as a much-needed 
catalyst for renewed devel-
opment in the surrounding 
area. I want to thank Mayor 
Pro Tem Robert John Smith 
for his efforts in keeping 
the community informed 
during this long process. 
He has worked tirelessly 
to help facilitate this ex-
change which will benefit 
our city for many years to 

come.”
U.S. Rep. Colin Allred, 

who represents portions of 
Garland, calls this a long-
term victory for veterans 
and the City of Garland. “I 
am so proud of our North 
Texas community as ev-
eryone involved has rolled 
up their sleeves to get this 
much-needed agreement 
across the finish line. It will 
create thousands of jobs, 
help serve 184,000 veterans 
and save the VA hundreds 
of millions of dollars.”
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‘Jesus’ making a streaming debut on 
Trinity Broadcasting Network for Easter

LANCASTER,  Pa .  – 
With movie theaters closed, 
the greatest rescue story of 
all time comes to life in a 
special Easter weekend 
television broadcast.

More than one million 
people have experienced 
the live performance of 
JESUS at Sight & Sound’s 
theater in Lancaster, Pa. 
Now, with a planned cin-
ema event canceled due to 
theater closures from CO-
VID-19, audiences from 

around the world will have 
the opportunity to witness 
this awe-inspiring specta-
cle – exclusively on TBN, 
or watch it on demand any-
time through the TBN app, 
April 10-12 only.

“With people not being 
able to gather together to 
celebrate Easter, our hope 
is that by making this show 
available, we might all feel 
a sense of community and 
connection as we watch the 
greatest rescue story of all 

time come to life in this 
unique way,” said Sight & 
Sound Chief Creative Of-
ficer Josh Enck.

Synopsis
From the bustling streets 

of Jerusalem to the raging 
Sea of Galilee, JESUS is 
the musical stage adventure 
that has been seen by more 
than one million people. 

Filmed in front of a live 
audience, Sight & Sound’s 
spectacular original pro-
duction is now coming 

to television and stream-
ing devices everywhere. 
Witness some of the most 
awe-inspiring, miraculous 
events as Jesus sets sail 
with fishermen, challenges 
the Pharisees and heals the 
hurting. 

Experience JESUS in this 
free special Easter event, 
only available on TBN on 
Sunday, April 11 at Noon at 

https://watch.tbn.org/
sight-sound-theatres-pres-
ents-jesus.

Studio Movie Grill announces food service from its kitchens
Studio Movie Grill 

(“SMG”) has served up 
American Grill fare in all 
its theaters to millions of 
hungry movie-goers for 
over 20 years and, like so 
many friends in the hospi-
tality industry, after tem-
porary closings, they are 
trying to help their team 
in every way they can dur-
ing this crisis.  So, SMG is 

trying new ways to serve 
its community starting this 
week. 

Customers can now order 
curbside pickup from select 
SMG locations between the 
hours of 11am–8 pm, Mon-
day- Saturday.  

SMG will be offering a 
special menu of comfort 
foods and fan favorites in-
cluding Coconut Chicken 

Te n d e r s ,  B B Q  G l a z e d 
Chicken Pizza,  Pretzel 
Bites, and Chocolate Beig-
nets.  Bottled beer and wine 
will also be available to go.  
Credit card payments only. 

Best of all, when a cus-
tomer orders their favorite 
menu items, SMG gets to 
keep its lights on and their 
beloved team members 
working and that saves 

hundreds of jobs during 
this crisis. 10% of proceeds 
from all food orders sup-
port SMG team members 
at locations nationwide af-
fected by theater closures.

“As a conscious compa-
ny that cares deeply about 
its team members, SMG is 
exploring every conceiv-
able  way to  keep  them 
working while staying safe 

and healthy as well as offer-
ing our local communities 
additional food options. 

“We will continue to plan 
ahead for the day we can 
once more open our doors 
and welcome everyone 
back to relax and enjoy din-
ner and a movie together,” 
said Brian Schultz, Found-
er/CEO.

SMG is also offering 

movie fans a slate of alter-
nate programming virtual 
screenings.

This includes a selection 
of titles from Film Move-
ment and Magnolia, at their 
website which they can rent 
to enjoy with their meal and 
proceeds will additionally 
support SMG team mem-
bers at locations nation-
wide.

 Alex Sensation brings “La Calle” to your home with new urban single
 MIAMI - Award-win-

ning DJ, and musical trend-
setter, Alex Sensation, re-
leases his latest single “La 
Calle”. Sensation recruited 
reggaeton music’s pioneers 
Arcangel and De La Ghetto 
and artists Jhay Cortez, 
Myke Towers y Darell, 
who are part of the new 
wave of urban music. The 
single is available on all 
digital music platforms and 
was produced by Jhon Paul 
“El Increible” under the la-
bel In-Tu Linea/UMLE.

“La Calle” is set to break 
barriers with its one of a 
kind collaboration in the 
music scene. Each art-
ist injects their own flavor 
with a unique style clearly 
outstanding in the music 
video. The single is charac-
terized for having modern 
rhythms and catchy lyrics 
that invites you to dance to 
the beat of “If you fell in 
love with me that way, then 
why you want to change 

me now, if you like it, go 
ahead if not, that is fine too, 
I will not leave the streets, I 
won’t change, not for your, 
not for anyone”. 

The music video was di-
rected by UNENANO for 
Wildhouse Pictures, and 
portrays About the lyrics, 

the artists tell their partner 
they won’t change for any-
one, and under no means 
they will not leave La Cal-
le. This is a song many can 
easily feel identified with.  

Alex Sensation has pre-
viously collaborated with 
artists such as Bad Bunny, 

Nicky Jam, Ozuna, Shaggy, 
Yandel, Anitta, Luis Fonsi 
among others recognized 
artists in the music scene. 
“Que Va” ft. Ozuna, has 

reached #1 position in the 
Billboard’s Latin Recurrent 
Airplay. His previous sin-
gle “Dame Un Chance” in 
collaboration with Silves-

tre Dangond was released 
on Feb. 21. The single has 
been well received by the 
audience and is a mix of 
vallenato and urban sounds.



By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior Correspondent

It turns out the social 
media beef between Public 
Enemy icons Chuck D and 
Flavor Flav was a hoax.

“April Fools” – sort of.
Chuck and Flavor today 

released brand new music, 
and the relationship be-
tween the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame legends re-
mains as tight as ever.

In an exclusive interview 
with National Newspaper 
Publishers Association 
(NNPA) President and CEO 
Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr., 
broadcast live on Facebook 
and at  BlackPressUSA.
com, Chuck D debuted the 
group’s new single, “Food 
as a Machine Gun.”

The single features a re-
union of Chuck D and Fla-
vor Flav.

“It’s the most important 
rap record ever,” the super-
star stated.

Chuck D called the re-
cord important because 
it arrives at a time when 
many still take hip-hop for 
granted, and that includes 
African Americans and the 
artists themselves.

“Last year, I finished a 
four-year tour of the world 
with Prophets of Rage, and 
we played to packed stadi-
ums and I watched Rage 
Against the Machine do a 

five-night run to sold-out 
crowds in the [Madison 
Square] Garden. I saw how 
loyal their fans were and 
how wild they are. How 
much they loved their rock 
stars,” Chuck D stated.

“With hip-hop, our fans 
aren’t like that, and the art-
ists are led by their having 
to get breadcrumbs.”

He said the media and 
others had taken away the 
narrative from hip-hop.

“Now, it’s time to take the 
narrative back from those 
who have side-swiped it. 
They need to be eliminat-
ed,” Chuck D added.

In February, news out-
lets reported that Flavor 
had been fired from Pub-
lic Enemy after a dispute 
erupted between him and 
Chuck over the group’s 
performance during a Ber-
nie Sanders campaign rally.

Flavor’s lawyers released 
a statement saying that the 

rapper hadn’t consented 
and was against the group 
supporting Sanders.

Things appeared to have 
heated up in the feud after 
Chuck took to Twitter and 
seemed to “out” Flavor as 
having a substance abuse 
problem.

However, Chuck ex-
plained to the NNPA News-
wire that, while Flav does 
enjoy a Hennessy and chas-
er a little more frequently 
than what he believes a 
60-year-old should, there’s 
never been an accusation of 
drug abuse, in contrast to 
the meaning that many took 
away from Chuck’s tweets 
on social media.

“Flav’s name was 
dragged through the mud 
so much in 2018 and 2019, 
so I had to do something 
to bring him up,” Chuck 
explained to NNPA News-
wire.

“My name is kind of 

Teflon, but his wasn’t, so I 
thought this was a way of 
bringing him up. I had peo-
ple say, ‘why are you doing 
stuff to Flav?’ I responded 
that ‘you aren’t supporting 
him. What are you doing to 
support him?”

Further, Flav wasn’t fired 
because “you can’t fire a 
partner,” Chuck D stated. 
“It shows you that people 
don’t pay attention.”

He called the banter be-
tween him and Flav a “hoax 
that ain’t no joke.”

“It’s a serious hoax,” he 
said.

Since the coronavirus 
outbreak, Chuck and Flav 
have worked tirelessly on 
the new CD.

Chuck also has worked 
on a second CD that in-
cludes several friends from 
the hip-hop community. 
Both CDs were released si-
multaneously.

With a degree in the Arts, 
Chuck has also applied his 
talents as a graphics, sketch 
and caricature artist.

He chronicled the past 
month in a journal filled 
with narratives and sketch-
es, including eye-opening 
renderings of Prince, Ken-
ny Gamble, Leon Huff, 
Notorious BIG, and many 
others.

“I was dismayed about 
how the whole narrative of 
hip-hop went into the area 
where we only talk about 

dead rappers,” Chuck D 
stated.

“Common gave probably 
the most incredible perfor-
mance I had ever seen on 
television at the NBA All-
Star Game in February, and 
you only heard crickets,” 
Chuck noted.

“Pop Smoke got killed, 
and the media was on it, 
and his records rose up the 
charts. We went through 
this with Nipsey Hustle. 
The narrative is that you’ve 
got to be a dead rapper to 
be relevant in the news, and 
that’s disrespectful.

“I want to use this as a 
teachable moment. All of 
that stuff with Flav and 
Bernie Sanders and the 
lawyers was all part of a 
plan. I wanted to see what 
happens when you present 
a bad look. And, it worked. 
I was trending for a bad 
look, and I thought that for 
more than 30 years, Public 
Enemy has given you noth-
ing but good looks.

“We made the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame, but this 

situation with Flav got us 
trending more than we did 
then. Thirty years after I 
made ‘Fear of a Black Plan-
et,’ the digital age is fixed 
on what they see. I was on 
stage with Bernie Sanders, 
and nobody can tell you 
what they heard,” he said.

Because people tend 
to be more visual today, 
Chuck said he thought he’d 
chronicle the past 30 days. 
He didn’t anticipate a pan-
demic.

“Just thought I’d show 
things in pictures with the 
book, and the coronavirus 
came along, and there was 
even more to do,” he stated.

The book is titled, 
“There’s a Poison Going 
On,” but the name was de-
cided upon long before the 
pandemic, Chuck assured.

“It’s ironic because, for 
the whole month of March, 
there’s been a poison go-
ing on for real,” he stated. 
“Maybe, people will pay 
attention to a good look the 
next time and not always a 
bad look.”
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Chuck D: ‘There’s a Poison Going On’

Chuck D debuted the group’s new single, “Food as a Machine Gun.” 
The single features a reunion of Chuck D and Flavor Flav.

Singer-songwriting legend 
Bill Withers dies at 81

By Lauren Victoria Burke
NNPA Contributor

Three- t ime Grammy 
Award winner Bill With-
ers, a singer-songwriter of 
music with lyrics and har-
mony carrying messages 
that stayed in the minds of 
many listening in an indel-
ible way, has died at 81. 
Withers passed away in Los 
Angeles. 

Withers’ family refer-
enced a heart condition 
as the cause of his death 
which has not been linked 
to COVID-19. 

His song “Lean on Me” 

is one of the most popular 
in modern popular music 
and was judged to be one 
of the greatest songs of all 
time by Rolling Stone mag-
azine along with “Ain’t No 
Sunshine.”

Withers soulful songs 
“Lean on Me,” “Lovely 
Day” and “Ain’t No Sun-
shine,” have now become 
standards heard for five de-
cades in feature films and in 
the background of endless 
TV episodes.

Withers most recently 
appeared in the documen-
tary The Black Godfather 
on Netflix. The film, di-

rected by Reginald Hudlin, 
was a tribute to the life of 
influential music executive 
Clarence Avant and was re-
leased by Netflix last year. 
Avant detailed his associa-
tion with Withers.

“I kept listening to him. 
I kept listening to Har-
lem and I kept listening to 
“Grandma’s Hands” — and 
you say to yourself: You 
didn’t hear many records 
with people talking about 
their grandmothers, but 
everybody has one. His re-
cords to me made so much 

See WITHERS, Page 14



dent, and CEO of the North 
Texas Food Bank. “Our 
goal is to serve as many 
people as possible, as safely 
as possible. Support from 
the National Guard will 
allow us to have the man-
power to make thousands 
of food boxes each week, 
making these available to 
our partners and via our 
mobile pantry program.”

The Food Bank’s mobile 
pantry efforts have seen an 
increased demand in recent 
weeks due to the pandemic, 
normal distributions served 
an average of 300 house-
holds. Distributions recent-
ly have surged from 1,000 
to almost 2,000 households 
served.

“Our Texas Guardsmen 
live, work and train in com-
munities across Texas,” 
said Maj. Gen. Tracy Nor-
ris, the Adjutant General 
of Texas. “These Citizen-
Soldiers and Airmen are 
your neighbors and they are 
deeply invested in keeping 

our friends and fellow Tex-
ans safe.”

The support the Texas 
National Guard is provid-
ing will also provide some 
needed relief for other local 

nonprofits. The Food Bank 
will work to transition the 
Get Shift Done workers 
that were serving at their 
warehouse locations to 
other local nonprofits who 
are also looking to meet the 
increased demand.
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COVID-19 financial warning: Stay away from payday loans
By Charlene Crowell

For the foreseeable fu-
ture, ‘normal’ life will be 
indefinitely suspended due 
to the global pandemic 
known as the coronavirus.

Record-breaking em-
ployment layoffs in the 
month of March resulted 
in the Department of Labor 
reports that 10.4 million 
consumers lost their jobs 
and filed for unemploy-
ment compensation. As 
medical experts continue 
to track the virus, the New 
York Times reported at least 
214,461 known infections 
and at least 4,800 related 
deaths.

Beyond these statistics, 
untold numbers of addition-
al school and retail closures, 
and an expanding army of 
people working from home 
have also been directly af-
fected by the virus.

Consumers both young 
and old have passed as the 
virus continues to spread 
across the country. Its vi-
ral wrath has spawned 
hot spots from the Pacific 
Northwest’s Seattle, to the 

Gulf Coast’s New Orleans, 
the Midwest’s Detroit and 
the nation’s largest urban 
metropolis, New York City.

Zeroing in on the eco-
nomic impacts of the cri-
sis, people everywhere are 
struggling with competing 
needs in their lives. When 
living costs exceed avail-
able financial resources, 
tough times lead to tough 
decisions about how to feed 
families, keep a home to 
live in, ways to keep utili-
ties working and a myriad 
of other day-to-day needs.

Despite a $2 trillion fed-
eral rescue enacted with 
bipartisan support, checks 
of $1,200 promised to tax-
payers, along with an ad-
ditional $500 per child will 
arrive too late for first of 
the month April payments 
for bills like mortgages 
and rental payments. Many 
leaders also warn that de-
spite its size or range of 
areas addressed, the legisla-
tion was not enough.

In a March 27 House 
floor statement, Congress-
woman Maxine Waters, 
Chairwoman of the House 

Financial Services Com-
mittee warned colleagues 
that their job was not yet 
complete.

“[I] must make clear that 
the legislation is far from 
comprehensive, and that 
there are issues it leaves un-
addressed and areas where 
it falls short…The Ameri-
can people need help now 
and this bill represents a 
down payment on that re-
lief,” said Waters.

A similar reaction came 
from AARP chief executive 
Jo Ann Jenkins.

“Older Americans face 
the one-two punch of coro-
navirus’s health and eco-
nomic consequences, and 
many need immediate re-
lief and ongoing help and 
support to cope with the 
pandemic,” noted Jenkins. 
“Those needs are only set 
to grow in the weeks and 
months ahead.”

What can really make a 
difference between life’s 
success and failure is not 
just what leaders do but 
also what they didn’t do 
when they had the chance. 
The recent legislative pack-

age was silent on interest 
rates, as well as forgiveness 
of federal student loans, 
negative credit reports or 
bans on private evictions 
for late rental payments.

As the cost of living has 
risen faster and higher than 
most consumer incomes 
for more than a decade, the 
likelihood of a savings ac-
count large enough to cover 
household expenses for a 
month or more is slim to 
none.

The Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau (CFPB), 
the agency tasked with pro-
tecting consumers from un-
scrupulous lenders has been 
conspicuously subdued. In-
stead of forceful and timely 
agency alerts via multi-
media communications 
warning consumers about 
opportunistic scam artists, 
CFPB has offered a modest 
tip sheet on how consum-
ers – not government – can 
protect themselves. Fortu-
nately, as the viral saga un-
folds, some news outlets are 
reporting on the potential 

harms of consumers turn-
ing to payday and car-title 
loans.

A joint response by five 
federal regulars – Board 
of Governors of the Fed-
eral Reserve System, Con-
sumer Financial Protection 
Bureau (CFPB), Federal 

Deposit Insurance Corpo-
ration (FDIC), National 
Credit Union Administra-
tion (NCUA), and the Of-
fice of the Comptroller of 
the Currency (OCC) – came 



on March 26 in a statement 
that encouraged banks, sav-
ings and loans, and credit 
unions to offer “responsible 
small dollar loans” to con-
sumers and small business-
es during the pandemic.

According to the regula-
tors, “responsible small-
dollar loans can play an 
important role in meeting 
customers’ credit needs 
because of temporary cash-
flow imbalances, unexpect-
ed expenses, or income dis-
ruptions during periods of 
economic stress or disaster 
recoveries.”

Without any specifics 
defining “reasonable small-
dollar loans”, the regula-
tors’ statement could be an 
inducement to join triple-
digit lenders’ financial ex-
ploitation.

For Black America and 
other communities of color, 
predatory short-term loans 
of $500 or less began de-
cades ago when payday and 
car-title storefronts took 
prominent residence in our 
neighborhoods across the 
country. Loans that were 
marketed as quick fixes 
for millions of consumers 
morphed into long-term 
financial nightmares that 
deepened debt with every 
renewal. In many cases, the 
interest paid on these loans 
was often double or triple 
the amount of principal bor-
rowed.

A coalition of civil and 
consumer rights organiza-
tions released a joint state-
ment warning of the pos-
sible spike in high-cost 
lending by the nation’s 

depository institutions – 
banks, credit unions, and 
savings and loans.

“This is the worst pos-
sible time for banks to 
make predatory payday 
loans,” said Americans for 
Financial Reform Edu-
cation Fund, the Center 
for Responsible Lending, 

Leadership Conference for 
Civil and Human Rights, 
NAACP, National Consum-
er Law Center.

“Around the time of the 
last recession, a handful of 
banks issued ‘deposit ad-
vances’ that put borrowers 
in an average of 19 loans a 
year at over 200% annual 

interest,” continued the 
leaders.  “These bank pay-
day loans disproportion-
ately harmed the financially 
vulnerable and badly dam-
aged banks’ reputations. 
Since 2013 when regulato-
ry guidance warned against 
this form of credit, banks 
have mostly stayed away. 

We trust that they will con-
tinue to do so as they do not 
want to repeat mistakes of 
the past.”

Charlene Crowell is a 
senior fellow with the Cen-
ter for Responsible Lend-
ing. She can be reached at 
charlene.crowell@respon-
siblelending.org.
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LEWIS, from Page 2

LOANS, from Page 11

nisced.
“My grandparents said 

‘don’t get in trouble, don’t 
get in the way.’ Then I heard 
a Rosa Parks. I listened to 
the voice and the words of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
The actions of Rosa Parks 
and Dr. King inspired me to 
get in what we called good 
trouble, necessary trouble.”

Lewis pledged to rally 
younger African Americans 
to the polls.

“My message is simple. 
If you look around, you 
have a choice,” Lewis 
stated. “You must decide to 
get out there and vote like 
we’ve never voted before. 
Young people, college stu-
dents, and high school stu-
dents old enough to vote, 
you must vote.”

He concluded:
“I saw people arrested 

and beaten and jailed when 
attempting to register to 
vote. When we marched in 
Selma, more than 600 of 
us were beaten and jailed 
when we attempted to reg-
ister. I gave a little blood on 
that bridge. I almost died. 
So, young people, just go 
out and vote and help elect 
a man of conscious, a man 
who will look out for each 
and every one of us and 
help build a society where 

no one will be left behind 
because of race color of 
skin and gender.”



BETHEL BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP,
CARROLLTON

(A NEW PLACE TO
BELONG)

NOTICE:   New You, Pas-
tor Woodson serves the 
community by providing 
“Professional Therapy 
and Counseling Servic-
es” on a “Sliding Fee” 
scale.  To schedule an ap-
pointment call the Pasto-
ral Counseling Center at 
972-526-4525 or email the 
church at www.bethelbi-
blefelloswhip.org .

Note: Until further no-
tice, all services at Bethel 
church will be via Video-
Conferencing and perhaps 
other churches as well; 
log on individual churches 
websites for details.   See 
Bethel’s website www.
bethelbiblefellowship.org 
for their details because of 
the coronavirus. 

April 12, 2020, 9:45 am
Please join us in our quiet 

time, “Prayer and Medita-
tion” followed by Morn-
ing Worship.  You will be 
blessed and inspired as we 
celebrate service to God, 
our community and all 
mankind.

April 15, 7 pm
You Are invited to join us 
via video-conferencing 
for Prayer from 7 to 8 pm 
as we pray for the world’s 
coronavirus.    

Dr. Terrance Woodson,
Senior Pastor
1944 E. Hebron Parkway
Carrollton, TX  75007
972-492-4300
www.bethelbiblefellow-
ship.org 
_____________________

FELLOWSHIP
CHRISTIAN                                                                                                                             

CENTER CHURCH IN 
ALLEN

“THE SHIP” We are 
Saving You a Seat!

Check “The Ship’s” web-
site for details of their ser-

vices until further notice 
because of the coronavirus. 

April 12
You are invited to join us 
in our Sunday Morning 
Services as we praise and 
worship God in the Joycie 
Turner Fellowship Hall, 
followed by our Worship 

Services; and bring some-
one with you, you will be 
blessed.  It’s for God’s glo-
ry and honor.

April 15
Join us in our Wednesday’s 
12 Noon-Day Live, Prayer 
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On-going
U.S. Army

Opportunity
The United States Army is 

hiring for over 150 different 
career fields.

PART TIME OPPOR-
TUNITIES - 1 weekend a 
month, 2 weeks in the early 
summer. Stay local, Money 
for school, healthcare, paid 
drills and skill training, and 
up to $20,000 enlistment bo-
nus.

FULL TIME OPPORTU-
NITIES - Full time hours 
with off time and weekends 
just like regular jobs. 30 days 
paid vacation per year. Mon-
ey for school, free health-
care, paid skill training, and 
up to $40,000 enlistment 
bonus.

Jobs in science, intel-
ligence, combat, aviation, 
engineering, law and more. 
Contact 214-406 - 3737

Prerequisites:
• GED/High School Di-

ploma
• Between the ages of 17-

34
• No felonies
• No major medical issues
• U.S. Citizen or perma-

nent resident

Ongoing
Census Bureau

The Census Bureau con-
ducts continuous surveys to 
supply the nation with im-
portant statistics on people, 
places and our economy. Lo-
cal field workers know their 
communities best, and are 
instrumental in conducting 
surveys with residents on a 
variety of topics. Visit cen-
sus.gov to apply.

Ongoing
City of Dallas

The City of Dallas’ HR 
Dept is currently accept-
ing apps for the Budget and 
Contract Administrator po-
sition. Bachelor’s degree in 
a business/public adminis-
tration, human resources or 
healthcare administration 
field, plus 7 yrs exp.

For more info and to apply, 
visit: http://bit.ly/2NcCfVP.

Ongoing
House of Blues

Want a cool job in live 
music? House of Blues Dal-
las is hiring! Spruce up your 
resume and join us on Mon-
day, August 26th for a Job 
Fair in our Cambridge Room 
from 1-5PM. All depart-

ments are hiring. View job 
openings at http://livenatio-
nentertainment.com/careers.

On-going
First Fridays

Virtual Job Fair
Every month computer 

professionals can participate 
in the monthly job fair in 
the comfort of your PJs. Job 
Seekers must complete pro-
file on https://tao.ai/p/fff/_/
dfw

#FirstFridayFair (#FFF) 
is estimated to be largest 
attended career fair with 
around 8,000 professionals 
and 500 recruiting compa-
nies. The data science and 
software development fo-
cussed career fair is deliv-
ered right at your desktop. 
No need to travel anywhere, 
just signup and wait for 
TAO.ai to organize your in-
teractions. 

April 1, 2020
Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing busi-
ness in the North Texas market since 1963. With clients such as TxDOT, 
Dallas County Public Works, and the Cities of Dallas, Fort Worth, Richardson 
and Mansfield (plus many others), we have a strong backlog of work in the 
highway market locally.
We are currently hiring for the following positions:
• Excavator Operator (Earthwork)
• Loader Operator (Earthwork)
• Motor grader Operator (Earthwork)
• Concrete Finishers (Structures, Paving)
• Form Setters (Structures, Paving)
• Laborer (Earthwork, Structures, Paving)
• CDL Driver (Boom Truck Mobile Crane, Water Truck)
• Rough Terrain Crane Operator
• Paving Machine Operator
Available: multiple openings
Rate: Negotiable
Must have own transportation
Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (depending 
on position) 
Physical and Drug Screen Required
Must have a Clear Background
Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs)

See CHURCH, Page 14

JOB FAIRS CHURCH HAPPENINGS
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Special Death Announcement 
Program to Funeral Homes

North Dallas Gazette will publish death announcements 
“complimentary” on NDG’s/Legacy.com Obits Page and in 
the Newspaper based on space availability.
Funeral Directors send your

customers’ Death Announcements to:

Vickie Richardson Steward
Senior Executive / NDG’s Obits Department
Cell: 682.408.2322
Email: ndgobits@northdallasgazette.com

Death Notices - ndgobits@northdallasgazette.com
Jody Crumbley
Born: 12/11/1975
Died: 3/18/2020
Prepared Place Funeral 
Home

Eddie B. Green
Born: 3/21/1943
Died: 3/29/2020
Prepared Place Funeral 
Homes

Stuart Norton 
Born: 2/15/1947
Died:  3/28/200
Prepared Place Funeral 
Home

Paul Skipper Jr.
Born: 1/20/1939

Died: 4/3/2020
Prepared Place Funeral 
Home

Varron Duke
Born: 12/20/1987
Died: 4/5/2020
Prepared Place Funeral 
Home

Ruth Medford
Born: 12/2/1945
Died: 4/5/2020
Prepared Place Funeral 
Home

Cora Smith
Visitation: Thursday 
04/06/2020 (1-5 p.m.)

at Sandra Clark Funeral 
Home
Services: Friday 
04/07/2020 (11 a.m.) at 
Sandra Clark Funeral 
Home
Sandra Clark Funeral 
Home

 Anthony Rodriquez
Visitation: Thursday 
04/06/2020 (1-5 p.m.) 
at Sandra Clark Funeral 
Home 
Services: Friday 04/07/20 
(11 a.m.) at Calvary Hill 
Funeral Home & Cemetery
Sandra Clark Funeral 
Home

WITHERS, from Page 10

and Bible Study class and/
or our Wednesday Night 
Live, Prayer and Bible 
Study at 7 p.m. to learn 
more about God’s Word.  
Be encouraged by God’s 
plan for your maturity and 
His glory; and most of all; 
be prepared to grow.

Dr.  W.  L. Stafford, Sr., Ed. D.
Senior Pastor
2450 K Avenue #300 
Plano, TX  75074
972-379-3287
www.theship3c.org
www.visitF3c.org 
_____________________

INSPIRING BODY OF
CHRIST CHURCH,

Let’s Go Fishing!
MATTHEW 4:19

“Bring the whole tithe into 
the storehouse, that there 
may be food in my house.  
Test me in this,” says the 
Lord Almighty, “and see if 
I will not open the windows 
of heaven and pour you out 
a blessing that there will 
not be room to receive.”
                - Malachi 3:8-10

Check “IBOC’s” website 
for details of their services 
until further notice because 
of the coronavirus. 
       

April 10, 7 pm
All men are invited to 
Men’s Ministry meeting 
each Friday night at 8 pm, 
(IBOC promotes proactive 
male leadership.)

April 12, 10 a.m.
Join us for our Morning 
Service; and don’t forget 
to invite family and friends 
to join us as we celebrate 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ.

April 13, 7 p.m.
You are invited to Monday 
School to see what God has 
to say to us in His Holy 
Word.

Pastor Rickie Rush
7701 S Westmoreland Road
Dallas, TX  75237
972-372-4262
www.Ibocchurch.org
_____________________

MT. OLIVE CHURCH 
OF PLANO (MOCOP)

Making God’s Word 
R.E.A.L. to His People.

Our mission at MOCOP is 
to make the Word of God 
R.E.A.L. (Relevant, En-
gaging, Authentic, Life-
Changing)

Check “MOCOP’s” web-
site for details of their ser-
vices until further notice 
because of the coronavirus. 

April 12, 10 a.m.
Join us for Morning Wor-
ship Service as we praise 
and worship God for His 
Honor and His glory.  
Don’t forget to comeback 
at 7 p.m. for our Brazilian 
Church.

April 15, 7 pm
You’re invited to our 
Wednesday’s Bible Study 
class; you will learn what 
God has to say to us.  Come 
to be encouraged by God’s 
plan for your spiritual 
growth and His glory.

Dr. Sam Fenceroy, PhD
Senior Pastor and
Pastor Gloria Fenceroy

300 Chisholm Place
Plano, TX  75075
972-633-5511
www.mocop.org
_____________________

SHILOH MBC
IN PLANO

(WHERE COMMUNITY 
BECOMES FAMILY)

Connect to God through 
Shiloh, Grow in Christ 
through the study of the 
Word of God, Serve God 
through service to each 
other and the world.

Check “SMBC’s” website 
for details of their services 
until further notice because 
of the coronavirus. 

April 12, 8 and 11 am
You are invited to our Wor-
ship Services as we honor 
God for His goodness and 
faithfulness.

April 13, 7 to 8 pm
Every Monday Night

Sister II Sister (Women’s 
Mission) in the Main Fel-
lowship Hall and the Men 
II Men Bible Study in the 
Youth Church Sanctuary 
(Chapel).

April 15, 7 pm
You’re invited to our 
Wednesday’s Bible Study 
class; you will learn what 
God has to say to
us.  Come and be encour-
aged by God’s plan for 
your spiritual growth and 
His glory.
  
Dr. Isaiah Joshua, Jr.
Senior Pastor
920 E. 14th Street
Plano, TX   75074
972-423-6695
www.smbcplano.org

CHURCH, from Page 13

common sense. It was like 
you were just talking to 
somebody. You listen to 
“Lean on Me.” One of the 
songs he wrote that I still 
think is a great song talked 
about the Vietnam War,” 
influential music executive 
Clarence Avant explained.

Bill Withers was born on 
July 4, 1938 in Slab Fork, 
West Virginia, a coal min-
ing town. He recorded from 

1970 until 1985 and his hits 
included “Lean on Me”, 
“Ain’t No Sunshine”, “Use 
Me”, “Just the Two of Us”, 
“Lovely Day”, and “Grand-
ma’s Hands.” His life was 
the subject of the 2009 
documentary film Still Bill 
and he was inducted into 
the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame in 2015.

“Lean on Me,” was per-
formed at the inaugurations 

of both Barack Obama and 
Bill Clinton. 

Withers married actress 
Denise Nicholas in 1973 
but they divorced in 1974. 
In 1976, Withers married 
Marcia Johnson, and they 
had two children, Todd and 
Kori.

Lauren Victoria Burke 
is an independent journal-
ist for NNPA. She may be 
contacted at LBurke007@
gmail.com.
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A nonprofit educational 
organization founded in 
1980 to bring women’s sto-
ries and contributions to the 
fore. 

The project was the force 
behind getting Congress to 
designate Women’s History 
Month officially.  And, I 
acknowledge Black women 
only.

Marian R. Croak is Se-
nior Vice President of Ap-
plications and Services In-
frastructure.  Named to that 
role in 2012, she is respon-
sible for a team of more 
than 2,000 developers, en-
gineers and program man-
agers who manage over 
500 programs impacting 
AT&T’s enterprise, con-
sumer, and mobility servic-
es and create the tools de-
velopers inside and outside 
AT&T are using to build 
new apps and services. Her 
team is tightly integrated 

with the AT&T Foundry 
innovation centers in Palo 
Alto, Calif., Plano, Texas, 
and Ra’anana, Israel. 

Activist was a driving 
force in the creation of 
the country’s premier civil 
rights organizations.  

After graduating as vale-
dictorian from North Caro-
lina’s Shaw University in 
1927, Baker moved to New 
York City during the de-
pression. 

She  was  a  found ing 
member of the Young Ne-
groes Cooperative League, 
whose members pooled 
funds to buy products and 
services at reduced cost.  

In 1957 Baker and sever-
al Southern Black ministers 
and activists established the 
Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference, a major 
force in organizing the civil 
rights movement.

H e n r i e t t a  M a h i m 
Bradberry was born in 
Franklin, Kentucky in 
1903. This Black innovator 
was a housewife and inven-
tor who held two patents. 
The first, for a bed rack at-
tachment that allowed for 

the airing-out of clothes. 
Then Henrietta converted 
the rack into a new way for 
torpedoes to be shot from 
submarines! 

Bessie Coleman ,  the 
first Black American wom-
an aviator, had a postage 
stamp issued in her honor 
in 1995.

Ethel L. Payne was the 
first Black woman to re-
ceive accreditation as a 
White House correspon-
dent.  

Susan Knox’s fluting 
iron made pressing the 
embellishments easier.  

The trademark featured 
the inventor’s picture and 
appeared on each iron.  
Ruffles, fluted collars, and 
pleats were very popular in 
Victorian-era clothing.  

Evelyn Ashford, win-
ner of four Olympic gold 
medals in 1984, 1988, and 
1982.  Also won a silver 
medal in 1988 and was in-

ducted into Track and Field 
and Women’s Sports Hall 
of Fame in 1997.

Two famous quotations 
by Ashford:  “I take pride 
in everything I do.  I don’t 
want to be handed any-

thing.  I want to earn it.”  
“I can’t run forever. I de-

cided to go back to school 
for my degree, because I 
know now there’s more to 
life than track.”

Celebrating influential women

Dr. Marian Croak:  Inventor of (VOIP) Technology behind Skype, 
Video Conferencing, and Text-To-Give Messaging

Sister
Tarpley

NDG
Religion
Editor
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NDG Book Review: Do you think I would lie to you?
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

“How does it look?”
Your client just asked 

that loaded question, and 
you don’t know what to do. 
Truth: it looks awful but 
you can’t say so. Feelings 
will be hurt, so maybe you 
should fib – but a dishonest 
answer could make things 
even worse. In “Would I 
Lie to You?” by Judi Kettel-
er, is honesty really the best 
policy?

As a former Catholic 
schoolgirl, Judi Ketteler 
had ample chance to learn 
about lying. It was a sin, 
surely, but there was more 
to it than that: she hated 

when others lied to her, 
but she knew that she was 
guilty of lying, too.

And that’s the thing: psy-
chologists say that we all 
lie, from the lie of omis-

sion to the “white lie” to the 
whole Santa-thing-with-
children. We lie to others, 
and we lie to ourselves.

Lying takes many forms, 
as Ketteler learned when 
she decided to pay heed 
and live as honestly as pos-
sible. There are secrets, for 
instance, that are an insidi-
ous kind of lie, similar to 
a lie of omission. There 
are lies of self-interest and 
“prosocial lying,” which is 
a lie told to benefit some-
one else. There’s “spin,”or 
lies told to make someone 
forget about the things the 
liar has done; withholding 
and concealing informa-
tion; and the “fudge factor” 

that might seem minor, but 
which is still lying, in the 
end. No matter what kind of 
lies we tell, or to whom, re-
searchers say that we lie up 
to a third of the time we talk 
with others, and three-quar-
ters of those lies are told to 
benefit ourselves.

Most of the time, then, 
we like to tell ourselves that 
lying doesn’t really hurt 
anybody, but that in itself 
is a lie, Ketteler says. She 
points to politics, and ques-
tions of trust that’ve sur-
faced.

Another hurt: polygraph 
tests show that lying has 
negative impacts on the 
body, raising heart rates and 

blood pressure. At work, it 
can cause you to lose allies 
and clients, and maybe even 
the trust of the person who 
writes your paycheck…

So, here’s the first truth: 
“Would I Lie to You?” is a 
lot more life-story than not.

If you’re prepared for 
that, then author Judi 
Ketteler’s words will give 
you plenty to think about 
when you’re striving to be 
as truthful as… well, not 
as possible, but as appli-
cable, in your work and at 
home. You’ll see that lying, 
in a way, can be a kind of 
grace and you’ll learn how 
it’s possible to lie nicely 
here, but you’ll also see 

that there’s such a thing as 
too much candor: Ketteler 
includes anecdotes from 
her own life and marriage, 
which are squirmy and just 
barely relevant.

Still, despite those bio-
graphical leanings, there’s 
plenty of fodder for self-as-
sessment inside this book, 
and tips to help discern 
what kind of lie is shame-
less and what’s downright 
wrong. Knowing that – and 
learning ways to remove 
those habits from your day-
to-day – gives this book 
its strength back. Over-
all, “Would I Lie to You?” 
might look pretty good 
from here.

Inductees named for African American Education Archives and History Program Hall
Ten distinguished educa-

tors will be inducted into 
the African American Edu-
cation Archives and History 
Program Hall of Fame Sat-
urday, Sept. 19 at the Bob-
bie L. Lang Luncheon to be 
held at the Hilton Garden 

Inn, 800 North Main Street, 
Duncanville. 

In addition to the event 
date change, ticket purchase 
dates and purchases for “In 
Honor/Memory Of” have 
changed also.

The honorees are:

• Deceased:   Dr. Helen 
Jones

• Living:  Carolyn Bai-
ley, Willie Crowder, Shir-
ley Fisher, Lela Herron, Dr. 
Robbie Pipkin, Orethann 
Price, Delores Seamster, 
Carolyn Thompson, Harnell 

Williams
• Special Award: The late 

Rev. George W. Pryor      
This event is an annual 

opportunity for the African 
American Education Ar-
chives and History Program 
to recognize individuals 

who have made outstanding 
contributions to the educa-
tion of African American 
students in Dallas County.  

Luncheon tickets are $75 
each. A table for 10 is $750. 
The deadline for reserva-
tions is June 4.

Contributions “in honor 
of” or “in memory of” 
any person for a mini-
mum of $25. Contribu-
tions should be made pay-
able to AAEAHP. Mail 
to AAEAHP, P. O. Box 
411091, Dallas TX  75241.


