
WASHINGTON, DC – “It is 
only by being “too much” that new 
cracks in the wall of patriarchal 
dictatorships can emerge.”

These words from award-win-
ning blogger and Pan-African fem-
inist activist, Rosebell Kagumire in 
her essay entitled “African Young 
Women Resisting Beyond Bor-
ders” underscores young African 
women’s utilization of the Internet 
to bring attention to sexual vio-
lence, police brutality, and gender 
disparities. A recent chain of events 
emphasizing resistance on a global 
stage, has opened the doors for the 
composition to make its way to the 
forefront of conversations again.

At the Tokyo Olympics, United 
States gymnast, Simone Biles, sent 
shockwaves throughout the world 
when she withdrew from the team 
competition and later individual 
events, to focus on her mental 
health. Citing the necessity of hav-
ing her body and mind in sync, the 
now seven-time Olympic medalist 
chose not to follow the status quo 
of “pushing through.” Instead, she 
used her platform to emphasize the 
power of using one’s voice and ac-
tions to draw attention to unrealis-
tic expectations, supremacy struc-
tures, and the muting of victims.

Kagumire does the same by 
highlighting the various ways these 
women have developed a collec-
tive voice to demand an end to 
experienced injustices. Her essay 

begins with an explanation regard-
ing last year’s Twitter uproar after 
dozens of Ugandan women dis-
closed they’re victims of sexual as-
sault and harassment. Referencing 
movements that have pushed for 
accountability and consequences, 
Kagumire referred to the viral re-
vealing as “Uganda’s own #MeToo 
movement.”

“These young women were 
building on the bravery of women 
who had earlier told their sto-
ries despite the public wrath they 
faced.”

Noting mounting displeasure, 
Kagumire explains how the “pa-
triarchal power” structure uses its 
authority to silence women. Stand-
ing in the gap for those afraid to 

speak publicly, Sheena Bageine, a 
social media activist, anonymously 
posted their stories online. Subse-
quently, her arrest triggered a new 
Twitter hashtag.

“Young Ugandan women re-
sponded, from lawyers to mental 
health specialists to social media 
warriors, and the #FreeSheena 
hashtag trended. Within a few 
hours, she had become a liability 
for compromised police who re-
leased her on bail. Sheena’s case is 
still ongoing. But the actions of her 
peers and the solidarity she evoked 
shows how agile young women’s 
mobilization in the digital age is, 
despite the entrenched hegemonies 

Shining a spotlight on resistance 
among young African women

Women and men at the #ArewaMeToo rally in Kano State, Nigeria.
(Photo: Abubakar Shehu / African Arguments)
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Jennifer Hudson



By Nsenga K. Burton, Ph.D.
NNPA Entertainment
and Culture Editor

Academy award-winning 
actress and Grammy award-
winner Jennifer Hudson has 
made a triumphant return to 
the big screen in the role 
of a lifetime, starring as 
Aretha Franklin, the Queen 
of Soul. Named for one of 
Franklin’s greatest hits, Re-
spect, a biopic written by 
Tracey Scott Wilson and 
directed by Liesl Tommy, 
takes viewers on a journey 
through Franklin’s tumultu-
ous life. Despite all of the 

personal obstacles and pro-
fessional challenges, Frank-
lin who was lauded and of-
ten described as a genius 
because of her impeccable 
musicianship, empower-
ing writing and powerful 

performances, rose above 
the setbacks becoming the 
voice of a generation.

Hudson, who Franklin 
hand-picked to play her 
before her death in 2018, 
rose to fame as a contestant 
on American Idol in 2004. 
Hudson was lambasted by 
cantankerous host Simon 
Cowell who said Hudson 
was “out of her depth” in 
the contest and would not 
make it in the industry. 
Three years later, Cowell 
issued a public mea culpa 
saying he was “wrong” 
about Hudson after she won 
the 2007 Academy Award 
for best supporting actress 
in her breakout role as Effie 

White in Bill Condon’s film 
version of Dreamgirls.

Hudson’s self-titled debut 
album would go on to win 
the Grammy for Best R&B 
album in 2008. In October 
of that same year, Hudson’s 
mother and nephew were 
tragically killed in a do-
mestic violence incident. 
Like Franklin, Hudson’s 
young life was marked by 
obstacles and tragedies. 
Like Franklin, she rose 
above them and continued 
to build and maintain a cel-
ebrated career.

In a virtual interview 
with Hudson, the two-time 
Grammy winner discusses 
what she has in common 

with Franklin, most of 
which is faith.” I think her 
faith was everything and 
mine as well. That’s what 
got me through this because 
I wouldn’t have been able 
to do this without it,” says 
Hudson. “It’s her base. It’s 
who she is. When you leave 
the church and go beyond, 
people think you left the 
church but that’s what actu-
ally carries you through,” 
Hudson adds.

Like Franklin, Hudson 
began singing in the church 
and went on to gain super-
stardom in the R&B world. 
“I think it’s so powerful the 
film starts in the church and 
ends in the church,” says 

the woman who recently 
sang at Franklin’s home 
church, New Bethel Bap-
tist Church. Hudson says 
she “had to do it” because 
being in that space was fa-
miliar and moved her. Like 
Aretha, faith is central to 
Hudson’s life and needed to 
be central to the film.

“That (faith) was most 
important to me and to 
have that faith maintained 
throughout the film,” offers 
Hudson. “Even though she 
sang many genres, gospel 
was always her base and 
that’s what got her through 
everything musically.”

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior 
National Correspondent

More than nine years 
ago, Whitney Houston trag-
ically died in the bathroom 
of a California hotel.

With a voice for the ages, 
the superstar left a caval-
cade of hits, including the 
iconic “I Will Always Love 
You,” first performed by 
Dolly Parton.

A country music icon, 
Parton had reaped millions 
in royalties from Houston’s 
version of “I Will Always 
Love You.”

Earlier this month, Par-
ton revealed that she had 
honored Houston most 
uniquely.

She has used the reported 
more than $10 million she’s 
made in royalties from the 
hit record to invest in an 
office complex that sits in 
a predominately African 
American neighborhood in 
Nashville, Tennessee.

“It was mostly just Black 

By Helen Ross
PGATOUR.COM
Special to NNPA

GREENSBORO, N.C. – 
When the NBA came court-
ing J.R. Smith during his 
senior season at St. Bene-
dict’s Preparatory School 
in Newark, New Jersey, the 
scouts kept telling him one 
thing.

“They always told me I 
could go back (to school) 
whenever,” said Smith, 
who had committed to the 
University of North Caro-
lina.

So, after finishing as the 
co-MVP at the McDonald’s 

All-American Game in 
2004, Smith opted to head 
directly to the NBA. The 
6-foot-6 shooting guard 
played professionally for 
16 seasons and won NBA 
titles with the Cleveland 
Cavaliers in 2016 and Los 

Angeles Lakers in 2020.
The 35-year-old is retired 

now and about to embark 
on a new adventure, enroll-
ing at North Carolina A&T 
State University, one of the 
nation’s top HBCUs, to 
pursue a degree in liberal 
studies. Maybe those NBA 
scouts were right after all.

“So, this is whenever,” 
said Smith, shortly before 
he split the fairway with 
his opening drive during 
the pro-am at the Wyndham 

Championship.
The 6-foot-6, 200-pound-

er starts classes on Aug. 
18. He is also waiting on 
the NCAA and to sort out 
his eligibility, and when it 
does, Smith, who plays to 
a 5 handicap, is looking to 
join the Aggies’ golf team.

“It’s a big deal for A&T. 
It’s a big deal for him,” 
said Richard Watkins, who 
coaches both the men’s and 
women’s teams and was in 
Smith’s gallery on Wednes-

day. “It’s not very often that 
somebody in his position 
really has an opportunity 
to have a thought, a dream, 
an idea, and to be able to go 
ahead and move in that di-
rection.

“He’s a former profes-
sional athlete, but (it’s) a 
unique set of circumstanc-
es. He didn’t go to college, 
never matriculated, the 
clock never started.”

Smith, who wore an A&T 
shirt as he played in the pro-

am, said he started thinking 
about going to college dur-
ing a trip to the Dominican 
Republic with Ray Allen, 
an 18-year NBA vet who is 
in the Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame.

“He was talking about 
some of the things he was 
doing by going back to 
school, challenging your-
self and stuff for us ath-
letes,” Smith said.

This article first ap-
peared on PGATOUR.com
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Devolution: This is what we’ve come to
By Royce West
Texas Senate 

Evolution by definition 
means that an idea, a per-
son or entity has undergone 
change. I know I certainly 
have. A caterpillar evolves 
into a butterfly. And yes, my 
behavior and perspectives 
are much different than me, 
the 40 year-old attorney and 
certainly from me, the 18 
year-old, college student-
athlete. I hope you can say 
I’ve evolved. 

Such is not the case for 
the condition that currently 
besets America. I’ll back 
my thesis. Evidence being 
compiled to this day ac-
cuses the most recent, for-
mer Commander-in-Chief 
of taking numerous illegal 
steps to overturn the out-
come of the November 
2020 Presidential Election. 
And members of his own 
party attempted to prevail 
upon him to stop watching 
and take action to call off 
angry mob violence that on 
January 6, 2021, desecrated 
the very Chambers of Con-
gress (actions he “incited” 
hours earlier with Texas’ 
attorney general present) 
with the intent to stop the 
legal transfer of power from 
the 45th to the now-sitting 
46th President of the United 
States. 

After the unprecedent-
ed attack on the nation’s 
Capitol, when the world 
witnessed members of 
Congress in mortal danger, 
fleeing House and Senate 
Chambers for safety, still 
138 House Republicans and 
8 Republican Senators vot-
ed, to object at least once, 
to certify that Joe Biden 
won the race for President. 
Months later, many still will 
not say outright that the for-
mer reality show host did 
not win and Biden did. 

Congress’ toxic climate 
dates back at least to the im-
peachment of former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton,  through 
Bush #2’s presidency, in-
tensified with the constant 
obstacles placed in the path 
of 44th President Barack 
Obama and metastasizes 
now. Unfortunately, it has 
shown few signs of getting 
better. It’s worse! It’s devo-
lution. The polar opposite 
of evolution. And there are 
more examples than this ac-
count can encapsulate. 

Why you ask, do some 
elected officials conduct 
themselves in ways that 
do not, in the opinions of 
a divided electorate, reflect 
what is best for the public? 
One word: POLITICS! It’s 
dangerous. And now, it’s 
even costing lives. 

Days ago, Kentucky 

Senator Rand Paul made a 
video telling America that 
“No one should follow the 
CDC’s anti-science mask 
mandate.” This comes 
months after Paul became 
the first U.S. Senator to 
contract the coronavirus. 
He labeled officials who 
have attempted to put safety 
measures in place “petty ty-
rants and bureaucrats” and 
characterized House Speak-
er Nancy Pelosi as being 
“drunk with power,” which 
segues to my next example 
of America’s political devo-
lution. 

Last month, Texas Gov-
ernor Greg Abbott issued 
another executive order that 
now makes it illegal for any 
state, county or local gov-
ernmental entity to impose 
mask or vaccination re-
quirements. The order came 
days before the opening of 
schools across Texas. It im-
pacts county -run hospitals.  

Not to be far-right out-
done, Florida Governor 
Ron DeSantis has threat-
ened to defund school dis-
tricts and officials who defy 
his similar order that blocks 
mask mandates. Both or-
ders came just days after the 
White House reported that 
Florida and Texas were re-
sponsible for 1/3 of all new 
COVID-19 cases across 
the country. Over the last 

8 days, more than 1 mil-
lion new cases have been 
reported nationwide. Over 
the past week, Texas has 
averaged 10,000 new cases 
a day, trailing only Florida 
with more than 18,000. 
Nationally, there have been 
100,000 new cases reported 
daily over the same period.  

The reasons again point 
to politics in both states. 
Abbott faced extreme criti-
cism from the political right 
in 2020 for shutting down 
the state. Since then, Dallas-
based, former State Senator 
Don Huffines and former 
Florida one-term Congress-
man and recent Republi-
can Texas party chair Al-
len (no relation) West have 
launched primary chal-
lenges. DeSantis has sought 
to walk into footsteps laid 
by the incumbent President 
who lost the 2020 election. 

What depths of soci-
etal devolution have been 
reached when candidates 
and elected officials choose 
political power and influ-
ence over protecting the 
lives of citizens, including 
those who did or did not, 
or will or will not vote for 
them? People’s lives and 
livelihoods should unques-
tionably come first. It’s time 
for the Governor to show 
some “personal responsibil-
ity.”      

AUSTIN — The Texas 
NAACP strongly supports 
the request of the National 
NAACP and African-Amer-
ican State Legislators for 
federal intervention in the 
matter of the courageous 
Texas legislators who are 
utilizing legitimate means 
to fight against efforts to 
further marginalize African-
American and Latino Tex-
ans and diminish their influ-
ence in Texas politics. 

We noted with disap-
pointment that our Gover-
nor has stated the Legisla-
tors will be “cabined,” and 
now a right-wing group has 
added to that message, call-
ing for a bounty to be placed 

on them. To our horror, it 
appears as though the Dem-
ocratic Legislators are being 
treated as runaway slaves.

This ordeal is turning 
back the hands of time in 
Texas and cries out for fed-
eral intervention. If the goal 

of Senate Bill 1 truly is to se-
cure elections, then we can 
and should be able to work 
together to accomplish that 
without disenfranchising 
minority or other voters.

We embrace the concerns 
expressed by our National 
NAACP Office that ac-
tions to arrest, imprison, 
or cabin Texas lawmakers 
for their political beliefs 
constitute violations of the 
First, Fourth and Thirteenth 
Amendment Rights of these 
Legislators and 18 United 
States Code Section 241. 
The adding of this bounty 
enhances our concern and 
further clarifies why federal 
intervention is needed.

NAACP calls for federal intervention on behalf of 
Texas Democrats holding out against GOP bills
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Hopes on hold while awaiting higher vaccine rates
By Lori Lee 
NDG Contributing Writer

Despite hopes of putting 
away our masks and return-
ing to normal life, the Delta 
strain has now changed 
the narrative.  According 
to Cameron Webb, Doc-
tor of Internal Medicine at 
the University of Virginia, 
while those vaccinated 
are protected against seri-
ous illness, they can now 
transmit the Delta vari-
ant, which carries 1,000 
times the viral load of the 
original Covid-19 virus. As 
Webb explains, inadequate 
vaccination rates, in fail-
ing to reduce the number of 
places where the virus can 
live, have failed to reduce 
its spread. 

Webb points out that 
skepticism appears to be 
decreasing within the black 
community, as vaccination 
rates grow more propor-
tional to the overall popu-
lation. In fact, statistics 
indicate it is white males 
who now tend to avoid the 
vaccines. These trends are 
associated with a drastic 
decrease in case and death 
rates within the black com-
munity. Hispanic popula-

tions remain disproportion-
ately affected, holding 28% 
of cases despite that the 
community encompasses 
only 18% of the total popu-
lation.

KERA reports Face-
book has released the re-
sults of a survey noting a 
10% increase in vaccine 
acceptance. The top rea-
sons listed for refusal were 
concerns over vaccine side 
effects and a lack of trust 
in either the vaccines or 
government.  KERA points 
out that these are the same 
types of fears initiated by 
the major anti-vaccine pro-
paganda found on social 
media.

Despite a claim that vac-
cinations could be associat-
ed with infertility, existing 
data demonstrate no such 
risks. The Associated Press 
reports, Rebecca Dutch, 
Chair of Cellular and Mo-
lecular Biochemistry at 
University of Kentucky, 
clarifies that the vaccine 
protein which retired Brit-
ish doctor Michael Yeardon 
proposed as similar to a 
crucial placenta protein, is, 
in fact, not similar enough 
to affect fertility. 

As reported by Michele 
Benoit-Wilson, an Ob. 
Gyn prominent in the black 
community, none of the 
existing data demonstrate 

increased risk of infertil-
ity or miscarriages.  She 
also points out that because 
pregnancy compromises a 
mother’s immune response, 
vaccination is not only im-
portant to the mother’, but 
also crucial to a child’s im-
munity, as evidenced by 
higher levels of antibodies 
found in the children of 
mothers vaccinated prior to 
giving birth. So that crucial 
antibodies can be passed to 
the child, Benoit-Wilson 
urges mothers not to wait 
until after their child is born 
to receive the vaccine. She 
also explains that it is safe 
to get the vaccine at any 
time during pregnancy, in-
cluding the first trimester. 

Other disproved false 
narratives include a claim 
that COVID-19 was never 
isolated, making a vaccine 
impossible, as reported 
by the Associated Press. 
Similarly, and reported by 
NBC News, a Kennedy 
Center film using a Tuske-
gee Syphilis study supports 
incorrect claims that the 
Covid vaccine is part of a 
conspiracy aimed at black 
Americans.  

In the face of abundant 
false information, Dr. 

Cameron Webb urges our 
communities to seek sub-
stantive data and credible 
sources.  As Dr. Rachel 
Villanueva iterates, the 
National Medical Associa-
tion created its own Covid 
Task Force specifically for 
the black community to 
investigate vaccine safety 
and efficacy, and based on 
science and data, this repu-
table organization recom-
mends the vaccines are, 
in fact, safe and effective.  
Whether due to complacen-
cy or mistrust, Dr. Villan-
ueva explains, those hold-
ing on to a sense of security 
due to their youth should be 
aware that hospitalizations 
linked to the Delta variant 
are now predominant in 
those in their 20s, 30s and 
40s.  

Despite the fierce de-
termination of scientists 
in developing our highly 
advanced vaccines, vac-
cination rates are below 
that required to reach herd 
immunity, as explained by 
Dallas County Health and 
Human Services (DCHHS).  
While vaccine rates needed 
for herd immunity have in-
creased due to the highly 
infectious Delta variant and 

will continue to change as 
new variants emerge, as 
DCHHS explains, we will 
only see herd immunity 
when new Covid cases stop 
surfacing. 

In the meantime, the 
failure of some groups to 
accept the vaccine is keep-
ing us from returning to 
normal, which especially 
makes life hard for our 
medical professionals, who 
are reportedly again work-
ing long hours in overflow-
ing hospitals.  

We are taught to love our 
neighbor.  We must then 
get the word out and help 
EVERYONE get protected. 
For information about the 
vaccines, visit GetTheVac-
cine.dshs.texas.gov or call 
(833) 832-7067.  The Cen-
ters for Disease Control are 
also recommending indoor 
masking, as reported on 
PBS News Hour. Cred-
ible sources, such as the 
Washington Post, are also 
reporting experts are now 
recommending higher-
quality masks, such as an 
N95, which should be well-
fitting. 

Lori Lee holds a Ph.D. in 
Urban Planning and Public 
Policy

CDC announces new disease forecasting center
(NNPA Newswire) The 

Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) 
on Wednesday, August 18, 
announced a new center 
designed to advance the use 
of forecasting and outbreak 
analytics in public health 
decision making.

In a news release, of-
ficials said the Center for 
Forecasting and Outbreak 
Analytics will bring togeth-
er next-generation public 
health data, expert disease 
modelers, public health 
emergency responders, and 
high-quality communica-
tions, to meet the needs of 
decision makers.

The center launches with 
a goal of predicting disease 

threats, provide early warn-
ing and real-time data on 
outbreaks.

Health officials said it 
would accelerate access to 
and use of data for public 
health decision-makers who 
need information to miti-
gate the effects of disease 
threats, such as social and 
economic disruption.

The center will prioritize 
equity and accessibility, 
while serving as a hub for 
innovation and research on 
disease modeling.

“This is an amazing op-
portunity for CDC and pub-
lic health as we stand up the 
country’s first government-
wide public health fore-
casting center,” said CDC 

Director Dr. Rochelle P. 
Walensky.

“We are excited to have 
the expertise and ability to 
model and forecast public 
health concerns and share 
information in real-time 
to activate governmental, 
private sector, and public 
actions in anticipation of 
threats both domestically 
and abroad.”

The center, with initial 
funding from the American 
Rescue Plan, will focus on 
three key functions:

• Predict: Undertake 
modeling and forecasting; 
enhance the ability to deter-
mine the foundational data 
sources needed; support 
research and innovation in 

outbreak analytics and sci-
ence for real-time action; 
and establish appropriate 
forecasting horizons.

• Connect: Expand broad 
capability for data sharing 
and integration; maximize 
interoperability with data 
standards and utilize open-
source software and applica-
tion programming interface 
capabilities, with existing 
and new data streams from 
the public health ecosystem 
and beyond.

• Inform: Translate and 
communicate forecasts; 
connect with key decision-
makers across sectors in-
cluding government, busi-
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 
- Last month, the Senate 
unanimously passed a reso-
lution naming Aug. 11, Hip-
Hop Day and November, 
Hip-Hop Month. The mea-
sure was sponsored by Sen-
ate Majority Leader Charles 
Schumer (D-NY) and co-
sponsored by Sens. Bill 
Cassidy (R-LA) and Alex 
Padilla (D-CA). Days later, 
the Senate passed a resolu-
tion supporting the hiring 
of 100,000 police in com-
munities across the country. 
The Senate has also failed 
to pass the pivotal For the 
People Act, which would 
make it easier for Black and 
marginalized communities 
to vote. The Black Southern 
Women’s Collective, which 

organizes in the South, re-
leased the following state-
ment cautioning against 
performative gestures that 
fail to improve the material 
conditions of Black com-
munities:

“Days after passing a 
resolution making Aug. 11, 

Hip-Hop Day and Novem-
ber, Hip-Hop Month, the 
Senate voted for Josh Haw-
ley’s (R-Mo.) amendment 
to hire 100,000 more police. 
The Senate, including Sen-
ate Democrats, voted to un-
leash more cops to terrorize 
Black communities at the 

same time they’re purport-
ing to celebrate our culture. 
This moment illuminates 
the danger of being pacified 
by performative actions,” 
said Ashley Shelton, execu-
tive director of the Power 
Coalition in Louisiana. 
“Black people have long 
had an appreciation for our 
culture. What is needed now 
are policies that expand op-
portunity, keep us safe from 
rogue cops, and protect the 
franchise of voting.”

“We just experienced one 
of the worst pandemics in 
history, and poor, marginal-
ized and Black communi-
ties have yet to recover. At 
best, people have not been 
made whole. At worst, peo-
ple will never recover. So it 

is ironic that amid evictions, 
food insecurity and job clo-
sures and loss, that the Sen-
ate would vote to hire more 
than 100,000 police. This 
move will lead to increased 
criminalization of vulner-
able communities. We have 
governors declining unem-
ployment but the Senate 
votes to hire more cops.”

The Black Southern 
Women’s Collective was 
created to support Black 
women’s leadership, share 
resources to support ongo-
ing organizing, and allow 
Black women to take sa-
cred pause to learn, grow, 
and rest. While the current 
iteration includes Black 
women advocates and lead-
ers in the South, the goal is 

to expand to include Black 
women leaders from across 
the country. 

The collaborative’s 
members are based in Ala-
bama (Stephanie Strong, 
lead organizer of Faith in 
Action Alabama); Florida 
(Rev. Rhonda Thomas, ex-
ecutive director of Faith 
in Florida); Georgia (Nse 
Ufot, executive director of 
The New Georgia Project); 
Louisiana (Ashley Shel-
ton, founder, president and 
CEO of The Power Coali-
tion); Tennessee (Tameka 
Greer, executive director 
of the Memphis Artists for 
Change in Tennessee); and 
Texas (Akilah S. Wallace, 
executive director of Faith 
in Texas).

Senate must stop performative actions and pass the For the People Act

Doc Shelby announces bid for run to US Congress
Hunt County Demo-

cratic Party vice chairman 
Doc Shelby of Royse City 
on Friday announced his 
bid for US Congress in the 
Texas 4th Congressional 
district in 2022. The district 
which includes Greenville, 
currently runs along the 
Red River Valley counties 
of Grayson, eastward to 
Bowie County and includes 
portions of Collin County, 
all of Rockwall County 
and eastward along the I-30 
corridor counties to Tex-
arkana. In all 18 counties. 
Shelby said enhancing rural 
healthcare was a major rea-
son he joined the race as he 
stood with Hunt Regional 

Medical Center in the back-
ground.  

Supporters inside North-
east Texas Democratic 
Party politics say Doc’s 
passion for community and 

civic service is a lifetime af-
fair. His service and experi-
ence as Democratic Party 
precinct chair and vice 
chairman of the Hunt Coun-
ty Democratic Party has 

uniquely positioned him to 
represent Northeast Texans 
in Congress. Greenville 
City Councilman Kenneth 
Freeman introduced Shelby.

Doc is oldest of six chil-
dren born to sharecropper 
Bennie Lee and his wife 
Beulah Shelby, a registered 
nurse. Raised in the small 
panhandle town of Bovina, 
Doc learned the value of 
commitment to hard work 
and determination by work-
ing alongside his father 
where he drove tractors, 
maintained crops, hauled 
hay and fed livestock. 

While attending McMur-
ray, Doc took on the added 
responsibility of teaching 
behavior modification, mo-
tor skills, and life skills to 
the special needs children 
and adults at the Abilene 
State School. He would 
eventually meet his wife 
Brenda while working at 
the Abilene State School 
and the couple married on 
November 14, 1980.  

They have two children 
Autdom Shelby Tully and 
Bennielee Shelby, son-in-
law Kyle Tully, daughter-
in-law Micah Wallace Shel-

by and three grandchildren 
Rowen Tully, Journie Mata 
and Iniya Shelby.   Doc 
credits his experience with 
Abilene State School for 
learning the value of com-
passion, empathy, and re-
spect for all people.  

The outline and fine de-
tails of the 4th Congres-
sional district could be 
slightly altered after Texas 
completes the national re-
districting process. The 4th 
Congressional District is 
currently represented by 
U.S. Representative Pat 
Fallon (R-Prosper).

Doc Shelby (Courtesy photo)
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COVID vaccine booster shots 
will start in September

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior
National Correspondent

Top health officials and 
medical experts joined on 
Wednesday, August 18, to 
announce that booster shots 
of the Covid-19 vaccine 
will be available beginning 
on September 20.

The officials said the 
boosters are still pending 
authorization from the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion.

CDC Director Dr. Ro-

chelle Walensky, U.S. Sur-
geon General Dr. Vivek 
Murthy, National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases Director Dr. An-
thony Fauci, and COVID 
Health Equity Task Force 
Chair Dr. Marcella Nunez-
Smith counted among the 
experts and officials to is-
sue a news release about 
the additional shots.

“We are prepared to offer 
booster shots for all Ameri-
cans beginning the week of 
September 20 and starting 
eight months after an indi-

vidual’s second dose,” the 
officials wrote.

“At that time, the indi-
viduals who were fully vac-
cinated earliest in the vac-
cination rollout, including 
many health care providers, 
nursing home residents, 
and other seniors, will like-
ly be eligible for a booster.”

The statement continued:
“We would also begin 

efforts to deliver booster 
shots directly to residents 
of long-term care facilities 

See BOOSTER, Page 14
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See DISD, Page 9

nesses, and non-profits, 
along with individuals with 
strong intergovernmental 
affairs and communication 
capacity for action.

The new leadership team 
charged with the develop-
ment and implementation 
of a plan to establish the 
center, includes:

• Dr. Marc Lipsitch, who 
will serve as Director for 
Science

• Dr. Dylan George, who 
will serve as Director for 

Operations
• Dr. Caitlin Rivers, who 

will serve as Associate Di-
rector

• Dr. Rebecca Kahn, who 
will serve as Senior Scien-
tist

“I am thrilled to be join-
ing an exceptional team at 
CDC to build new capa-
bilities for the fight against 
pandemics,” Dr. George ex-
claimed in the news release.

“Pandemics threaten our 
families and communities 

at speed and scale – our 
response needs to move at 
speed and scale, too.”

Dr. George continued:
“The Center will provide 

critical information to com-
munities so we can respond 
efficiently and effectively. 
The U.S. desperately needs 
this capability, and I am 
grateful for the opportunity 
to help build it.”

The new center will meet 
a longstanding need for 
a national focal point to 
analyze data and forecast 
the trajectory of pandem-

ics with the express goal 
of informing and improv-
ing decisions with the best 
available evidence, added 
Dr. Lipsitch.

“I am thrilled to be work-
ing with a great team at 
CDC to set it up, and ex-
cited to integrate the best 
and most innovative ideas 
from academia, the private 

sector, and government to 
make this a reality that will 
truly improve our response 
to future pandemics, and 
indeed to other infectious 
diseases,” Dr. Lipsitch re-
marked.

Officials concluded that, 
in establishing the center, 
the CDC “is addressing a 
critical need to improve the 

U.S. government’s ability to 
forecast and model emerg-
ing health threats, while 
building on existing mod-
eling activities, expanding 
collaboration through in-
teroperability, accessibility 
and increased emphasis on 
policy-maker decision sup-
port and communication to 
the public.”

Children are making 
their way back into schools, 
and the threat of the coro-
navirus has not ended. 
However, the Dallas In-
dependent School DIstrict 
has announced a number of 
measures aimed at prevent-
ing the sprea of the virus in 
its schools.

“We’re excited to have 
every student back on cam-
pus Monday, August 16,” 
the district said in a state-
ment. “With COVID-19 
cases on the rise, we are 
asking everyone to help us 
keep students and staff safe 
by following our safety 
protocols: we still require 
masks be worn on dis-
trict property, and visitors 
are not allowed inside the 
schools.

“If you still need to come 
to the campus to enroll your 

student, you must wear a 
mask and may report to the 
front office only.

“We’re Ready to make 
this a great school year, 
and we thank you for un-
derstanding and working 
with us to keep the learning 
environment safe for every-
one.”

Dallas ISD is electing 
to follow the lead of the 

County Judge in requiring 
masks inside schools.

Effective Tuesday, Au-
gust 10, to protect staff and 
students from the spread of 
the highly contagious Delta 
variant of the coronavirus, 
Dallas ISD is temporarily 
requiring all staff, students 
and visitors to wear masks 
when on district property.

The announcement 

comes as the Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC) 
and Dallas County Health 
officials have raised the 
COVID-19 alert to level 
red and reported that hos-
pitalizations are rising at 
the fastest rate since the 
pandemic began, among all 
age groups, including chil-
dren. Students under 12 are 
not eligible for a vaccine, 
however, school attendance 
is mandatory, and virtual 
learning is not an option at 
this time.  

In keeping with the top 
priority of safeguarding the 
health and well-being of 
staff and students, the dis-
trict will continue to pro-
vide masks and sanitizer at 
district facilities and will 
continue contact tracing.

“Governor Abbott’s or-
der does not limit the dis-

trict’s rights as an employer 
and educational institution 
to establish reasonable and 
necessary safety rules for 
its staff and students,” the 
district stated. “Dallas ISD 
remains committed to the 
safety of our students and 
staff.”

With the safety and well-
being of staff and students 
in mind, Dallas ISD is of-
fering a one-time incentive 
of $500 to district employ-
ees who are fully vacci-
nated against COVID-19. 
To get the incentive, em-
ployees should fill out the 
vaccination incentive form 
and submit proof of vac-
cination (COVID vaccina-
tion card, IMM Track print 
out or written confirmation 
from the employee’s medi-
cal provider) by Nov. 15.

The announcement of 

the incentive comes as the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) and 
Dallas County Health offi-
cials have raised the COV-
ID-19 alert to level red and 
reported that hospitaliza-
tions are rising at the fastest 
rate since the pandemic be-
gan, among all age groups, 
including children.

Participation in the vac-
cine incentive is entirely 
voluntary and based on 
the employees’ personal 
preferences.  The informa-
tion provided will help the 
district know how many 
employees are fully vacci-
nated and facilitate the con-
tact tracing and quarantine 
processes, which are differ-
ent depending on vaccina-
tion status.

Dallas ISD takes preventative measures as school resumes
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that still prevail in daily 
life.”

Kagumire contends in her 
essay that despite the resis-
tance, “millions of young 
women across the African 
continent have found a 
common voice for commu-
nity building, organizing, 
and mobilization, taking 
advantage of the steady in-
crease of Internet penetra-
tion and the proliferation of 
cheaper smartphones.”

To support this fact, she 
references a 2019 Afroba-
rometer report stating, 
“women who regularly 
use the Internet has more 
than doubled over the past 
five years in 34 African 
countries.” The percentage 
increased from 11 to 26. 
Despite the rise, women 
are still less likely to own 
a mobile phone, computer, 
or phone with Internet ca-
pabilities, access the In-
ternet regularly, or receive 
their news from an online 
source.

Although accessibility is 
limited, women like Biles 
continue to seize opportu-
nities to underline injus-

tices as they arise. Later, 
in her writing, Kagumire 
steers the conversation 
back to the use of hashtags 
to create awareness around 
long perceived “women’s 
issues.”

The #SudanWomenPro-
test, which began in 2019, 
targeted the leadership of 
Omar al Bashir (former 
Sudan head of state). Thou-
sands of women united 
in rejecting policies that 
gave credence to sexist 
and discriminatory laws. 
The revolt was a shock to 
many despite the years of 
resistance from Sudanese 
women. Social media pro-
vided them with a plat-
form to spread their mes-
sage abroad, resulting in 
an overthrow of the Bashir 
regime.

In areas where online 
access remains limited, 
“young feminist move-
ments and collectives re-
main marginalized even 
in young people’s move-
ments pushing for political 
changes.” Kagumire stated. 
“Young people in Africa 
are increasingly organiz-

ing in search of radical 
change in the way African 
nations are governed, to 
deliver dignity and respect 
for citizens’ voices. With-
out the equal participation 
and leadership of young 
feminists, however, such a 
social transformation will 
remain elusive.”

Absolutes such as these 
are the reasons it’s impera-
tive for women to gather to 
strategize and implement 
plans of action. While the 
organization of like-mind-
ed individuals in many Af-
rican countries is becoming 
more of a focus in main-
stream media, the years of 
work is evident.

In 2006, women from 
various African countries 
met to establish the African 
Feminist Forum. Accord-
ing to charter documents, 
“the space was crafted as 
an autonomous space in 
which African feminists 
from all walks of life at dif-
ferent levels of engagement 
within the feminist move-
ment such as mobilizing 
at local levels for women’s 
empowerment to academia, 
could reflect on a collec-
tive basis and chart ways 

to strengthen and grow the 
feminist movement on the 
continent.”

As many of the move-
ments have hinged upon 

grassroots efforts, Kagu-
mire points out the neces-
sity of women in parlia-
ment positions to generate 
lasting change. To create a 

power shift, women must 
continue to demand that 
their humanity be recog-
nized even if it’s deemed as 
“asking for too much.”
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Beginning Aug. 1, the 
Jackie Townsell Bear Creek 
Heritage Center, 3925 Jack-
son St. will be closed to the 
public for repairs and resto-
ration work to three of its 
structures. Exterior work is 
expected to be completed 
by late 2021. Once com-
pleted, restoration work 
will begin inside the struc-
tures. Reopening is slated 
for late 2022.

This project will replace 
siding and trim on the Bear 
Creek Masonic Lodge and 

J. O. Davis House. Both 
structures and the work on 
the Sam Green House will 

replace doors and windows, 
paint all exterior surfaces, 
upgrade or repair steps and 

ramps, and repair porches.
The Bear Creek Masonic 

Lodge and the J.O. Davis 
House, located in the Jack-
ie Townsell Bear Creek 
Heritage Center, contain 
museum exhibits that edu-
cate patrons on the African 
American experience from 
the time of emancipation 
through the Civil Rights 
Movement, as well as the 
history of Irving’s Bear 
Creek Community. The 
Sam Green House is staged 
with furniture and original 

finishes to depict what life 
was like in Bear Creek in 
the 1920s.

In April 2019, the City 
of Irving commissioned a 
study to examine the ex-
isting conditions of the 
Center and provide recom-
mendations for immediate 
and future repairs in the 
Historic Structure Report 
Restoration Master Plan. 
The Irving City Council 
approved a contract at the 
June 3, 2021, City Council 
meeting.

In 1992 the City of Ir-
ving, identified three im-
portant buildings in the 
Bear Creek community 
that remained within the 
community. The Bear 
Creek Masonic Lodge, the 
J.O. Davis House and the 
Sam Green House were 
saved from demolition and 
moved to the site in the late 
1990s and early 2000s and 
restored to create the Jackie 
Townsell Bear Creek Heri-
tage Center.

Irving begins repair project on Bear Creek Heritage Center

Carrollton reports two more positive mosquito traps; continues spraying
Dallas County Health 

and Human Services 
(DCHHS) has confirmed 
two mosquito samples test-
ing positive for West Nile 
virus (WNV) in Carrollton. 
These samples were col-
lected from the mosquito 
management areas 4B and 
7B. Area 4B is located be-
tween N. Josey Lane, E. 
Frankford Road, E. Trinity 

Mills Road, and the east-
ern City limits. Area 7B is 
located between S. Broad-
way Street, E. Belt Line 
Road, Webb Chapel Road, 
and Valwood Parkway. 
These areas can be viewed 
in detail at cityofcarrollton.
com/westnile and a map 
can be downloaded here. 
The City of Carrollton con-
ducts mosquito trapping 

in seven areas of the City 
each week of the mosquito 
season, May-October, and 
has collected 91 samples 
so far this year.     

Carrollton Animal Ser-
vices will conduct ground-
based spraying in the 
neighborhood outlined 
above, weather permitting, 
Tuesday, August 17 and 
Wednesday, August 18, 

beginning around 9 p.m. 
and continuing until com-
pleted. Spraying will not be 
conducted in the event of 
wind speeds in excess of 15 
mph or inclement weather.

Cory Heiple, Environ-
mental Services Direc-
tor, encourages citizens to 
practice the ‘4Ds’ to reduce 
the risk of WNV:

• DEET All Day, Every 

Day: Whenever you are 
outside, use insect repel-
lants that contain DEET, 
picaridin, or oil of lemon 
eucalyptus.

• DRESS: Wear long, 
loose, and light-colored 
clothing outside.

• DRAIN: Remove all 
areas of standing water in 
and around your home.

• DUSK & DAWN: Lim-

it outdoor activities during 
dusk and dawn hours when 
mosquitoes are most ac-
tive.

Contact Carl Shooter, 
Animal Services Manager, 
at 972-466-3421 or visit 
cityofcarrollton.com/west-
nile for more information 
regarding the City of Car-
rollton’s response to this 
positive sample result.
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families and people that 
lived around there,” Par-
ton told Andy Cohen on 
his “Watch What Happens 
Live” show.

“It was a whole strip 
mall. And I thought, ‘This 
is the perfect place for me 
to be, considering it was 
Whitney.”

Houston, a multi-Gram-

my winner, covered “I Will 
Always Love You” for the 
1992 blockbuster film, 
“The Bodyguard,” in which 
she co-starred alongside 
Kevin Costner.

Parton wrote the song in 
1972.

While she didn’t specify 
which mall she invested 
in, Parton said she wanted 

to figure out the best way 
to honor Houston, who 
brought global acclaim to 
the song.

“I just thought, ‘This was 
great. I’m going to be down 
here with her people, who 
are my people as well.’ And 
so, I just love the fact that 
I spent that money on a 
complex. And I think, ‘This 
is the house that Whitney 
built.’”

PARTON, from Page 2

(In)Justice for All Film Festival
International scheduled Aug. 12-21
Free Virtual Event to Feature Films, Poets, and Panel Discussions
CHICAGO – Trinity 

United Church of Christ, 
Senior Pastor Rev. Dr. Otis 
Moss III, and The Next 
Movement announce the 
7th (In)Justice for All Film 
Festival (IFAFF), sched-
uled August 12-21. Be-
cause of the pandemic, this 
much-anticipated fest re-
mains FREE of charge and 
will be virtual. This year, 
the IFAFF has partnered 
with Eventive, a well-
established and respected 
virtual film distribution 
platform.

The IFAFF brings audi-
ences films that explore 
America’s criminal justice 
system – police, courts, and 
corrections – and the indus-
tries that profit from this 
cauldron of human misery. 
Stories told include those of 
millions of people who are 
relegated to second-class 
citizenship under an unfor-
giving system. Stories also 
highlight how other coun-
tries are successfully ad-
dressing this issue, as well 
as showcasing best prac-
tices right here in America.

The virtual 7th IFAFF 
International will screen 
feature-length documenta-
ries, feature films, and topi-
cal shorts, all with themes 
centered on the epidemic 
of mass incarceration, the 
criminal (in)justice system, 
racism and white suprem-
acy, gun violence, police 
brutality, unfair housing, 
immigration, social unrest, 
and other human rights vio-
lations.

The film festival brings 

additional context to the 
films and their messages 
through a variety of panel 
conversations as well as 
the inclusion of spoken 
word segments. It also 
includes a film competi-
tion for new movies and 
“Justice Awards” for ex-
ceptional films that best 
demonstrate the challenges 
and tragedies of our bro-
ken justice systems. While 
the focus is on new films 
that are submitted into the 
competition, a variety of 
older films highlighting the 
historical perspectives of 
today’s challenges also are 
screened.

The Next Movement 
(TNM) was born as a re-
sponse to a 2010 visit and 
lecture by Professor Mi-
chelle Alexander, author of 
The New Jim Crow: Mass 
Incarceration in the Age 
of Colorblindness, held at 
Trinity United Church of 
Christ. TNM, organized as 
a committee of the Trinity 
United Church of Christ 
Prison Ministry, is com-
prised of people of all rac-
es, ages, and religions who 
view mass incarceration as 
the key human rights is-
sue of our time, and who 
are committed to building 
the mass movement neces-

sary to alleviate it. Through 
education, awareness and 
organizing individuals 
and organizations, TNM 
is dedicated to mobilizing 
the “people power” neces-
sary to make the systemic 
changes required.

The 7th IFAFF Interna-
tional will run over a 10-
day period from August 
12-21. Free tickets are 
available by visiting www.
injusticeforallff.com or 
https://watch.eventive.org/
injusticeforallff. In addi-
tion to screening films, this 
year’s festival will include 
grand opening events; spo-
ken word interludes featur-
ing exciting Chicago po-
ets; special guest speakers; 
panelists/panel discussions 
providing context to the 
many films to be featured 
over the 10 days (dealing 
with organizing, restorative 
justice, domestic violence, 
immigration, bail reform, 
racism, eviction, and, of 
course, mass incarcera-
tion); and closing ceremo-
ny/awards events.

The magic of the festival 
derives from a committed, 
extensive group of partners 
who contribute their enthu-
siasm, relationships, and 

See IAFF, Page 12
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DISD, from Page 6

By Dwain Price
NDG Sports

The Dallas Cowboys 
played their second pre-
season game last Friday 
against the Arizona Cardi-
nals without quarterback 
Dak Prescott, who has sat 
out both games while nurs-
ing a strain in his right 
shoulder.

Prescott did warm up 
prior to the game and made 
several throws, and a sec-
ond MRI revealed that his 
shoulder is healing very 
well. However, the Cow-
boys didn’t get out of the 
19-16 loss to the Cardinals 
unscathed as defensive 
tackle Neville Gallimore 
dislocated his left elbow 
and will be sidelined for 
four-to-six weeks.

Many believed Galli-
more was in line to become 
a starter this season for the 
Cowboys. Now this.

“You talk about players 
taking a second-year jump, 
he definitely illustrated 

that,” head coach Mike Mc-
Carthy said. “You could see 
it in the spring.

“He had a great offsea-
son, he was having a great 
camp. It’s just unfortunate.”

Gallimore’s injury put a 
damper on a game where 
the Cowboys’ defense was 
trying to establish a con-
sistent rhythm following a 
lackluster performance last 
season.

“I feel like we’re coming 
along,” linebacker Keanu 
Neal said. “It’s definitely 
been a process, but we’re 
taking it day-by-day and 
attack each one, and so far 

it’s going well.
“We’re starting to get 

a feel for everything, get 
a feel for our defensive 
scheme. We call it system 
expertise, and we’re work-
ing it and we’re building on 
that.”

Defensive end Dorance 
Armstrong, a graduate of 
Houston North Shore High 
School who was a fourth-
round pick by the Cowboys 
in 2018, certainly had some 
building blocks that were 
impressive against the Car-
dinals as he finished the 
game with five tackles and 
two sacks.

“I sat behind guys for a 
long time and watched them 
play and watched them 
make plays and do really 
good things,” Armstrong 
said. “And I just stepped up 
to the plate and was willing 
to do those things.”

On offense, quarterbacks 
Cooper Rush, Garrett Gil-
bert and Ben DiNucci took 
turns trying to do enough to 
earn the backup spot behind 
Prescott. Rush was 7-of-13 
for 89 yards, Gilbert had 
seven completions in 16 
attempts for 80 yards, and 
DiNucci completed six of 
his 14 passes for 46 yards, 
which included a one-yard 
scoring strike to Brandon 
Smith for the Cowboys’ 
lone touchdown.

“I think any time you’re 
in the game and the first 
drive is a 14-play drive 
and it ends in a touchdown, 
you’re doing something 
well,” DiNucci said. “The 
biggest thing for any quar-
terback is you’re trying to 
put points on the board and 

keep the chains moving.
“I felt like I did a good 

job of that. I had a lot of 
guys making plays. Over-
all, I felt a lot more com-
fortable than last week.”

As a whole, McCarthy 
said his team was a bit slop-
py in practice sessions lead-
ing up to the game against 
the Cardinals. McCarthy 
also wasn’t too thrilled with 
the way his team performed 
during an intra-squad 
scrimmage against the Los 
Angeles Rams on Aug. 7.

“We wanted to really 
focus on play style,” Mc-
Carthy said. “I thought 
the guys -- particularly the 
young guys -- their effort 
was really good. But yeah, 
this was clearly not as clean 
as you’d like. You’d like to 
take a bigger step there.

“This wasn’t our best 
week leading into this 
game. We just got to rally, 
get healthy and we need 
to have a have a better 
week of practice going into 
Houston.”

The Cowboys (0-2) have 
finished their 24-day train-
ing camp stay in Oxnard, 
CA, and are back train-
ing at the headquarters in 
Frisco. They also will play 
their third preseason game 
on Saturday at 7 p.m. at 
AT&T Stadium in Arling-
ton against the Houston 
Texans.

It’s too early to tell if 
Prescott will make an ap-
pearance in that game. The 
Cowboys just hope they 
can avoid any other key 
injuries in their remaining 
two meaningless preseason 
games like the one that oc-
curred to Gallimore.

“It’s hard not to think 
about the individual from 
what they put into it, but 
it’s part of the game,” Mc-
Carthy said of Gallimore. 
“It’s part of the adversity 
of the game, it’s part of the 
opportunity of the next guy 
stepping in there, the next 
man up.

“These are all things you 
have to deal with.”

Cowboys fall to 0-2 in preseason contest against Arizona

Once proof of vaccina-
tion is submitted, the $500 
incentive will be included 
in the employees’ pay-
checks within approxi-
mately 45 days.

Every Dallas ISD cam-
pus will have rapid CO-
VID-19 tests available to 

school staff and students.
Students under the age 

of 18 will require parent 
permission for the rapid 
test that provides results in 
about 15 minutes. 

The school nurse or a 
trained designated campus 
employee is responsible 

for administering the test. 
A COVID-19 rapid test for 
a student can be requested 
through the school nurse.

Meanwhile, Dallas ISD 
central staff can get a rapid 
COVID-19 test at 3701 S. 
Botham Jean on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 
from 7:30–10:30 a.m.
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The most overlooked music venue in America
By David Wilfong
NDG Contributing Writer

Music has a history. 
Choose your favorite art-
ist, and chances are you 
can find the subtle hints of 
their sound in the artists that 
they listened to growing up. 
American music is also one 
of the primary cultural ex-
ports given to the world. In 
addition to the artists who 
cultivated the sound, the 
history of American music 
is also shaped by the stu-
dios which recorded it.

And at an even more ba-
sic level, it was shaped by 
the venues where it was 
first presented to audiences. 
The U.S. map is dotted with 
music venues audiences 
flock to, and artists aspire to 
take the stage at, simply due 
to the legacy of that particu-
lar place.

And those venues have 
spread far beyond our bor-
ders.

Today, the ultimate venue 
for a rock artist has got to 
be River Plate Stadium in 
Buenos Aires. It is nor-
mally a sports facility, but 
can pack up to 75,000 for a 
concert. The musicians who 
have performed there are 
simply stunned by the exu-
berance of Argentine fans. I 
recently watched a video of 
a concert there by the band 
U2, and remembered read-
ing about the lead singer’s 
journey into the history of 
the American sound, and 
the African American influ-
ence on this music that had 
absolutely infected them as 
young men growing up in 
Ireland.

But the infection spread 
much further than that. 
Recently, in far-flung In-
donesia, the all female trio 
known as Voice of Baceprot 
excitedly informed their 
fans that they had been in-
vited to play Wacken. The 
stages of the Wacken Out-
door Festival in Germany 
have become another leg-
endary venue for musicians 
of the harder variety. A very 
young band, Voice of Bace-
prot earned the invite with 
the popularity of their first 
professionally-produced 

music video “School Revo-
lution.” In the video, the hi-
jab-clad Muslim girls offer 
up a foundation of sped-up 
funk drums and bass, with 
heavy metal guitar added, 
and topped off with a layer 
of Sundanese rap.

Speaking of rap, the 
Hip-Hop act of TNMK in 
Ukraine is once again on 
tour. There are two inter-
esting things about this act. 
The first is that there is a 
thriving Hip-Hop scene in 
Ukraine. The second is that 
the group itself is named af-
ter a music venue. TNMK 
is an abbreviation for “Ta-
nok na Maidani Kongo.” 
Translated into English, 
their name is “Dance at the 
Congo Square.”

So what is “the Congo 
Square?”

The short answer is: 
where the infection began.

Congo Square is a small 
patch of ground located in 
New Orleans, La., measur-
ing less than three acres. 
It is located just north of 
the French Quarter, across 
Rampart Street, and is one 
corner of the larger Louis 
Armstrong Park. It has 
none of the trappings of the 
multi-thousand-capacity 
concert halls and stadiums 
around the contemporary 
world, but at its heart it is 
a music venue; perhaps the 
most important venue in 
the development of what is 
American music today; and 
in turn, of popular music 
around the globe.

Yet, I myself have walked 
right by it and never knew it 
was there.

The history of Congo 

Square goes back before the 
arrival of Columbus to the 
New World. In indigenous 
culture, it (along with parts 
of the surrounding area) 
was known as “Bulban-
cha.” In Choctaw the name 
means “place of many 
tongues.” Even then it was 
a trading center and gather-
ing place along the river..

Then the Europeans 
came, and the area was 
settled by the French, who 
brought in large numbers of 
African slaves. In 1724 the 
Code Noir gave slaves the 
right to have Sundays off 
from work. A mayoral de-
cree in 1817 restricted the 
congregating of the slaves 
to the area now known as 
Congo Square.

In this location the slaves 
were able to revive their 
music traditions from Af-
rica. The rhythmic style 
known as Bamboula ruled 
the day. Eyewitness ac-
counts detail musical move-
ments and accompanying 
dance that began with a 
slow tempo and would 
steadily work its way into 
a crescendo of high speed 
beats and frenetic dancing. 
These Sunday gatherings 
became a staple of life for 
slaves in New Orleans. Not 
long after, the white resi-
dents of New Orleans took 
notice and the Sunday gath-
erings began to draw large 
audiences, including visi-
tors to the city.

But music evolves, and 
as the years passed, the 
slaves of Congo Square 
began picking up instru-
ments which had been 
used by white musicians. 

Gourds, violins, marimbas 
and other tonal instruments 
were thrown into the mix. 
In an oven of creativity, the 
rhythmic traditions of Af-
rica were baked in with the 
melodic scales of Europe, 
and Jazz came out the other 
side.

This steady flow of 
sounds would continue 
to combine with Blues 
and other styles to cre-
ate Rhythm and Blues by 
the time the 1940s came 
around. In short order, Rock 
and Roll was born. Rock 
music has since blossomed 
into a wide variation of ex-
pressions all over the world, 
all owing their existence to 
the same origin.

To be sure, there were 
many different influences 
that injected themselves 
into this progression along 
the way. But the beat is 
the fundamental element, 
and there is a clear line of 
cause-and-effect that traces 
all this music back to one 
place: Congo Square.

By the time the Ameri-
can Civil War came around, 
the gatherings in Congo 
Square had quelled. After 
emancipation the former 
slaves were no longer rel-

egated to gathering in one 
location. In fact, in 1893 
the square was renamed in 
honor of Confederate Gen-
eral P.G.T. Beauregard. The 
knowledge and awareness 
of its musical past contin-
ued through the local popu-
lation in Treme (the oldest 
African American neigh-
borhood in America by the 
way). The name has also 
popped up intermittently in 
music produced by noted 
Jazz musicians, an album 
by R&B singer Teena Ma-
rie, and even in one song 
by the 80s glam band Great 
White. However, outside 
“in-the-know” Jazz circles, 
the significance of Congo 
Square has remained large-
ly unsung.

Then, three decades ago 
interest was sparked again. 
This legacy is now kept 
alive by the Congo Square 
Preservation Society. The 
organization began operat-
ing in 1989, when Luther 
Gray and other local musi-
cians and activists sought 
to pay homage to the city’s 
percussive past.

“We had gotten a small 
grant for four weeks to do 
four Saturdays,” Gray said. 
“Over those four Saturdays 

children came, and women 
came and families came. It 
was just a really nice out-
pouring from the commu-
nity, and they didn’t want to 
stop. So that’s how we de-
cided, ‘OK, we need to just 
make this every Sunday.’ 
We moved it to Sunday 
because that is the day the 
slaves gathered in Congo 
Square.”

In 2011 local historian 
Freddi Williams Evans suc-
cessfully lobbied the city to 
rescind the square’s Con-
federate dedication and offi-
cially revert the name back 
to Congo Square. There are 
numerous local events and 
music festivals held on the 
site, but most importantly 
the Sunday tradition has 
been revived (though usu-
ally smaller in scale).

 Along the way there 
have been a few surprises.

“When we started playing 
in Congo Square, we had 
read about the Bamboula 
but no one knew what the 
rhythm was,” Gray recalled. 
“Then a master drummer 
called Chief Bey, he did an 
African drummer residency 

In New Orleans’ Congo Square, the tradition of African drumming 
has been revived at the very site where it infiltrated America, and 

changed the course of music history. (Courtesy photo)
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August 1, 2021
Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing business 
in the North Texas market since 1963. With clients such as TxDOT, Dallas County 
Public Works, and the Cities of Dallas, Fort Worth, Richardson and Mansfield (plus 
many others), we have a strong backlog of work in the highway market locally.
We are currently hiring for the following positions:
• Pipe layer (Underground)
• Concrete Finisher (Paving)
• Loader Operator (Earthwork)
• Form Setter (Structures, Paving)
• Laborer (Earthwork, Underground)
• Motorgrader Operator (Earthwork)
• Boom Mobile Crane Operator (CDL)
• CDL Drivers (End Dump, Haul Truck, Water Truck)
• Work Zone Barricade Servicer-must have DL and be bilingual with clear 
English
Available: multiple openings
Rate: Negotiable
Must have own transportation
Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (depending on 
position) 
Physical and Drug Screen Required
Must have a Clear Background
Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs)

See RENT, Page 16

Despite CDC short-term rental eviction reprieve, no permanent solution found
By Charlene Crowell 

On August 4, an esti-
mated 11 million American 
consumers facing imminent 
evictions gained a short-
term reprieve, thanks to an 
eviction moratorium exten-
sion ordered by the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC).  

Effective August 3 
through October 3, coun-
ties experiencing sub-
stantial and high levels of 
COVID-19 levels, many 
of which are driven by the 
surging delta variant are 
eligible for 75% of the ap-
proved $46 billion still 
available. The Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau 
has an online Rental Assis-
tance Finder at www.con-
sumerfinance.gov/renthelp, 
designed to connect renters 
and landlords with state and 
local programs distributing 
federal emergency rental 
assistance (ERA) nation-
wide.  

It is critical for states 
and localities to turn their 
attention to distributing 
ERA funds more quickly. 
Program administrators 
can and should utilize the 
flexibilities the Treasury 
Department provided, and 
ensure that programs’ barri-
ers – like burdensome doc-
umentation requirements 
– are minimized.  

According to CDC Di-
rector Dr. Rochelle Walen-
sky, “The emergence of the 
delta variant has led to a 
rapid acceleration of com-
munity transmission in the 
United States, putting more 
Americans at increased risk, 
especially if they are unvac-
cinated. This moratorium is 
the right thing to do to keep 
people in their homes and 
out of congregate settings 
where COVID-19 spreads.”  

The action came on the 
heels of a ‘sleep-in’ protest 
on the steps of the Capitol, 
led by freshman legislator 
Rep. Cori Bush. Represent-
ing St. Louis and adjoin-
ing areas, Ms. Bush herself 
was once a homeless single 
mother, and vowed that 
the peaceful protest would 
continue until actions were 
taken to protect renters. 
She is also a registered 

nurse, ordained pastor, and 
the Deputy Whip for the 
Congressional Progressive 
Caucus. Her activism first 
gained public attention fol-
lowing the death of Michael 
Brown, Jr. in Ferguson, 
MO.  

Upon learning of the 
CDC moratorium exten-
sion, Rep. Bush said, “Over 
the last five days, our move-
ment has received support 
from many of our House 
and Senate colleagues. Es-
pecially as a formerly un-
housed person, I am grate-
ful to each and every one of 
them for recognizing and 
working to end this evic-
tion emergency and for am-
plifying the call to extend 
the eviction moratorium. It 
will take all of us working 
together to get this done. 
Each day that passes with-
out a federal moratorium 
is another day of evictions, 
uncertainty, and instability 
for millions of people who 

are at risk of being removed 
from their homes.”   

Only a few days earlier 
on July 27, the House Se-
lect Subcommittee on the 
Coronavirus Crisis, led by 
South Carolina Congress-
man Jim Clyburn, heard 
from another single mother, 
Katrina Chism of metro At-
lanta, who testified to her 
lengthy and ongoing strug-
gle to keep a roof over her 
family’s head.  

“The fear of homeless-
ness became a reality for 
me,” testified Ms.Chism. “I 
had never faced this type of 
stress before and I had no 
idea what I was going to be 
able to do with little income 
and no home…. In May, 
I ended up moving to an-
other county further outside 
Atlanta, where I felt forced 
into a lease where my rent 
increased by several hun-
dred dollars per month. I 
went from paying $1245 to 
$1600. It was really expen-

sive to move. I had to pay 
for (movers, a U-Haul junk 
remover, a large deposit, 
application fees, etc.).”   

Her testimony went on to 
recount details of the per-
sonal ordeal she endured 
that began with an August 
2020 job layoff. During the 
two months it took to secure 
alternative work, she fell 
two months behind on her 
rent. On February 12 of this 
year, she applied for rental 
assistance - the first day that 
the Tenant-Landlord Assis-
tance Coalition in DeKalb 
County began accepting 
applications. Her approved 
application was sent to At-
lanta Legal Aid to help ne-
gotiate a resolution with her 
landlord using rental assis-
tance through the county.  

A month later in March, 
Ms. Chism again lost her 
job. Her legal aid attorney 
tried to negotiate repay-
ments with the landlord 
over several weeks, includ-
ing an updated proposal 
with higher numbers when 
another month’s rent was 

due. But by mid-April, the 
landlord rejected the pro-
posal and issued notice 
that the lease set to expire 
in mid-May would not be 
renewed.  The alternative 
housing for herself and her 
son prevented the family 
from becoming homeless; 
but the rent charged with 
the new landlord rose by 
$355 each month.     

“I felt expendable, and 
they showed me I was”, 
testified Ms. Chism. “I was 
not given any consideration 
as a long-term tenant with 
no evictions on my record 
ever. I felt as if I had bro-
ken the law somehow while 
we were in the middle of a 
pandemic…. There are so 
many people in this situa-
tion, and it is unfair. There 
is assistance out there to 
help relieve everyone of 
financial burden, but when 
corporations are greedy, 
they ignore the everyday 
person doing everything 
they can to survive.”  

According to a related 
Aspen Institute report. 

“Currently, 22% of Black 
renters and 17% of Latinx 
renters are in debt to their 
landlords, compared to 
15% overall and 11% of 
White renters. Rental debt 
is also challenging for rent-
ers with children, with 19% 
unable to make payments.”  

Even so, in early June 
four private real estate en-
tities joined with the Ala-
bama and Georgia Asso-
ciations of Realtors in an 
appeal to the U.S. Supreme 
Court for an emergency rul-
ing to end the nationwide 
moratorium on evictions 
and foreclosures.  

Suing the Department of 
Health and Human Servic-
es, the CDC, and the U.S. 
Department of Justice, the 
plaintiffs said in part that 
“the CDC shifted the pan-
demic’s financial burdens 
from the nation’s 30 to 40 
million renters to its 10 to 
11 million landlords— most 
of whom, like applicants, 
are individuals and small 



By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Newswire Senior
National Correspondent

Black adults most often 
encounter the government 
imposter, lottery, and work-
from-home scams, accord-
ing to a new AARP report: 
“Consumer Fraud in Amer-
ica: The Black Experience.”

The report authors wrote 
that for both fake job post-
ings and romance scams, 
Black adults far outrank 

White and other racial 
groups but are on par with 
Latino adults.

Black and White – and 
other racial groups – adults 
rank being targeted by im-
migration scams the lowest.

Further, Black adults un-
der age 30 are most likely 
to report being targeted by 
a scam as nearly 1 in 5 be-
tween the ages of 18 and 
29 report being targeted by 
a government impostor or 
mortgage scam.

The report revealed that 
the rank of awareness of 
scams differs by race.

Compared to White and 
other racial groups or Latino 
adults, Black adults reported 
higher awareness of fake job 
postings, Covid-19 stimulus 
payment, work-from-home, 
tax preparation, and Black 
Lives Matter scams.

They also reported lower 
awareness of utility, grand-

more to spread the news 
of the IFAFF International 
throughout Chicago and 
the nation. The fest will 
be featured entirely on a 
digital platform this year, 
available across the na-
tion and throughout the 
world. Independent film 
houses, universities, jus-
tice organizations, faith 
communities, and select 
media outlets comprise 
the bulk of IFAFF part-
ners. Major 2021 IFAFF 

sponsors include Trinity 
United Church of Christ – 
Unashamed Media Group, 
Coalition to End Money 
Bond, and Euclid Avenue 
United Methodist Church.

America imprisons 
more citizens than any 
other nation in the world. 
Currently, there are over 
2.2 million prisoners, a 
rate of more than 698 per 
100,000 citizens. This 
number does not include 
the accelerated detentions 

over the last several years 
associated with immigra-
tion, which in 2011, av-
eraged more than 30,000 
daily. 

As of March 2019, 
that figure rose to nearly 
50,000. Currently, over 
600,000 people reside in 
jails throughout America. 
The majority are awaiting 
trial, and, according to our 
system of justice, are pre-
sumed innocent.

IFAFF website address 
– www.injusticeforallff.
com

with us in the 1980s. He 
was at the contemporary 
arts center. And so the first 
night he got here we asked 
him. He was an older man 
and had been to Africa 
many times. We said, ‘Do 
you know the Bamboula?’ 
He said, ‘Yeah, I know the 
Bamboula, I worked with 
Pearl Primus’.”

Bey then gave a demon-
stration of the beat to the 
Congo Square drummers.

“Man … all of us, our 
jaws dropped wide open,” 
Gray said. “We were like, 
‘What?’ You know why we 
were so surprised? Because 
it was the rhythm of the 
Second Line! The rhythm 
of New Orleans is that 
rhythm, but no one called 

it the Bamboula. We call it 
the Second Line.”

Second Line is the basis 
for the funeral processions 
New Orleans is known for, 
with a slow mournful meter 
to the cemetery, and a jubi-
lant celebratory sound on 
the way back.

“In other words, we nev-
er lost the rhythm for hun-
dreds of years,” Gray said. 
“So the whole New Orleans 
way of playing Hip-Hop, 
Second Line, Jazz; it was 
all based on the Bambou-
la.”

In a cursory online 
search of iconic and his-
toric American music ven-
ues, I found no reference to 
Congo Square (though New 
Orleans’ Tipitina’s Uptown 

did get a mention on one of 
the lists). I find this to be a 
travesty of musical justice. 
Congo Square gave birth to 
Jazz. She is the grandmoth-
er of R&B, and the great-
grandmother of Rock. 
Taking all the sub-genres 

of those into account, can 
anyone name another ven-
ue through which so much 
current music flowed?

U2, Voice of Baceprot 
and TNMK are all sonic 
descendants of Congo 
Square; as are just about 

every artist we all listened 
to growing up. For a music 
enthusiast, Congo Square is 
sacred ground.

So if you find yourself in 
New Orleans on a Sunday 
afternoon, you can gener-
ally bank on a gathering 

in Congo Square at 3 p.m. 
There, you can experience 
the rhythms that shaped the 
future of music in the very 
place where it all began. 
Sometimes you may be 
able to catch a larger music 
festival.

If you are there any other 
day and the square is emp-
ty, you can simply put on 
your headphones and load 
up the playlist of your own 
life story. Take the moment 
to reflect on the continuum 
running from the days of 
displaced slaves all the way 
to the day when you first 
discovered the power of 
music yourself.

And if the spirit moves 
you … you too can dance at 
the Congo Square. 

(It’s New Orleans. No 
one will judge.)
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An early artist’s rendering depicts the massive gatherings of slaves held at Congo Square on Sunday after-
noons in New Orleans. (Edward Winsor Kemble / Wikimedia, public domain)

Census data paves way for redistricting to better represent 
Texas’ communities of color

AUSTIN -- Today, the 
U.S. Census Bureau re-
leased new data from the 
2020 Census, which shows 
that:

• Population growth 
in the State of Texas was 
driven overwhelmingly by 
communities of color. His-
panic, Black, AAPI, Native 
American, and multi-racial 
individuals accounted for 
nearly 70% of the popula-
tion growth in the last de-
cade.

• The Hispanic popu-
lation in Texas grew by 
1,980,796, now comprising 
39.25% of the population, 
almost equal to the Non-
Hispanic White population, 
which accounts for 39.75% 

of the population. 
• The Asian and Hispanic 

populations grew at the 
fastest rates respectively, 
with both groups growing 
over 20% over the course of 
the last decade.

This demographic data 
comes after Texas gained 
two new congressional seats 
in April 2021 to account for 
massive population growth 
in the last decade, expand-
ing the state’s political 
power as the second largest 
congressional delegation in 
the country.

The following are state-
ments from the Texas Civil 
Rights Project, MOVE 
Texas and Texas Rising in 
response to the forthcoming 

redistricting process:
“The Census data is clear: 

Texas is getting more politi-
cal power in DC because of 
growth in our communities 
of color. In every redistrict-
ing cycle in the last half-
century, courts have found 
that Texas violated the Vot-
ing Rights Act or intention-
ally discriminated

against communities of 
color to dilute their vote. 
There are many politicians 
in the state who would like 
to see that happen again, but 
when the new districts are 
drawn this year, we must 
ensure that these growing 
populations finally get fair 
representation,”

said Joaquin Gonzalez, 

staff attorney with Texas 
Civil Rights Project. “This 
redistricting process is a 
fight for the next ten years 
of political power and fair 
representation for all Tex-
ans. If we don’t hold our 
lawmakers accountable to 
democracy, no one will.”

“Today’s release of cen-
sus data shows us what 
we’ve known all along, 
that Texas is growing, and 
young people of color pow-
er that change,” said

Claudia Yoli Ferla, 
MOVE Texas Action Fund 
Executive Director.

“It’s essential that the 
upcoming redistricting pro-
cess is fair and transparent. 
Young Texans deserve to 

know the maps dictating the 
next decade of our politics 
are faithfully drawn to pro-
tect our communities, not to 
serve the electoral interests 
of a few politicians. Much 
like efforts to restrict access 
to the ballot, these undemo-
cratic efforts are nothing 
more than cynical attempts 
at holding on to power. Tex-
ans deserve better.” 

“As the Texas legislature 
prepares to draw the leg-
islative and congressional 
districts that will define the 
next decade of Texas poli-
tics, our lawmakers must 
ensure the people of our 
state—namely, the young 
people of color who’ve 
grown our state in far more 

ways than just our popula-
tion—have the fair repre-
sentation we deserve,” said 
Osmara Santana, Deputy 
Director of Texas Rising.

“The future of democ-
racy in Texas rests on the 
creation of data-driven, 
non-partisan maps that put 
Texas communities first. 
Texans of all ages, colors 
and creeds from across our 
state have their eyes on their 
lawmakers in Austin as this 
redistricting process be-
gins—rest assured we’ll be 
watching.”

For more information 
on Texas redistricting and 
ways to get involved, visit 
https://mapsbythepeople.
org.

AARP Report Puts Spotlight on ‘Consumer 
Fraud in America: The Black Experience’
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On-going
U.S. Army

Opportunity
The United States Army 

is hiring for over 150 differ-
ent career fields.

PART TIME OPPOR-
TUNITIES - 1 weekend a 
month, 2 weeks in the early 
summer. Stay local, Money 
for school, healthcare, paid 
drills and skill training, and 
up to $20,000 enlistment 
bonus.

FULL TIME OPPORTU-
NITIES - Full time hours 
with off time and week-
ends just like regular jobs. 
30 days paid vacation per 
year. Money for school, 
free healthcare, paid skill 
training, and up to $40,000 
enlistment bonus.

Jobs in science, intel-
ligence, combat, aviation, 
engineering, law and more. 
Contact 214-406 - 3737

Prerequisites:
• GED/High School Di-

ploma
• Between the ages of 17-

34
• No felonies
• No major medical is-

sues
• U.S. Citizen or perma-

nent resident

Ongoing
Census Bureau

The Census Bureau con-
ducts continuous surveys to 
supply the nation with im-
portant statistics on people, 
places and our economy. 
Local field workers know 
their communities best, and 
are instrumental in conduct-
ing surveys with residents 
on a variety of topics. Visit 
census.gov to apply.

Ongoing
City of Dallas

The City of Dallas’ HR 
Dept is currently accept-
ing apps for the Budget and 
Contract Administrator po-
sition. 

Bachelor’s degree in a 
business/public administra-
tion, human resources or 
healthcare administration 
field, plus 7 yrs exp.

For more info and to 
apply, visit: http://bit.
ly/2NcCfVP.

Ongoing
House of Blues

Want a cool job in live 
music? House of Blues 
Dallas is hiring! Spruce up 
your resume and join us on 
Monday, August 26th for a 
Job Fair in our Cambridge 
Room from 1-5PM. All de-
partments are hiring. View 
job openings at http://liv-
enationentertainment.com/
careers.

On-going
First Fridays

Virtual Job Fair
Every month computer 

professionals can partici-
pate in the monthly job fair 
in the comfort of your PJs. 
Job Seekers must complete 
profile on https://tao.ai/p/
fff/_/dfw

#FirstFridayFair (#FFF) 
is estimated to be largest 
attended career fair with 
around 8,000 professionals 
and 500 recruiting com-
panies. The data science 
and software development 
focussed career fair is de-
livered right at your desk-
top. No need to travel any-
where, just signup and wait 
for TAO.ai to organize your 
interactions. 

On-Going
Customer Rep

job fairs
Pro Staff in Arlington  

will be hosting an in office 
Customer Service Repre-
sentative Job Fair for a call 
center located downtown 
Dallas every Tuesday and 
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at 700 Highlander 
Blvd. Suite 110. The posi-
tions pay between $12 - 
$13.50 per hour hour plus 
up to $1.50 an hour in per-
formance pay. The work-
days will vary, must be 
available 7 a.m. to 11 p.m., 
with overtime as needed. 
Must have at least one year 
of customer service experi-
ence.

NAN Chapter President
The National Action Network is looking for a President 
for its upcoming Dallas  chapter. This is a volunteer posi-
tion that requires an activist heart and an interest in civil 
rights.
The President:
a. Presides at meetings and acts as Chairman/Chair-
woman of the Executive Committee.
b. Appoints all committees not directly elected by the 
Chapter.
c. Between meetings of the Executive Committee and 
subject to the approval thereof, exercises executive au-
thority on behalf of the Chapter.
d. The President shall be an ex-officio member of all 
committees.
e. Shall work with other members of the Executive Com-
mittee to develop a program agenda for a defined fiscal 
year.
f. Acknowledges he/she is the primary force within the 
Chapter in establishing a working relationship and com-
munication with the National and Regional Office(s); 
ensures that these offices receive all reports, including 
quarterly reports, and reports of elections.
g. Is familiar with pertinent governing documents includ-
ing: The NAN by-laws and Chapter rules. 

Interested parties should contact Robert D. Bush, 
president of the Las Vegas Chapter, at (702) 626-0158.

This ain’t your grandma’s Black Wall Street
By Tristan Wilkerson
Think Rubix
Managing Principal

Let me first say, I love 
my grandma. I don’t know 
anybody who doesn’t love 
their grandma. And yet, we 
live very differently than the 
generations that have come 
before us.

The 21st century looks 
different for entrepreneurs, 
in particular entrepreneurs 
of color. And, as the digital 
global economy evolves, we 
are learning that entrepre-
neurship and enterprise are 
still your best shot at pros-
perity, systems change, and 
social equity.

We may live differently 
than Grandma did, but that 
doesn’t necessarily mean we 
live better. And this is our 
challenge – to make tomor-
row more than different, but 
undeniably better. Here’s 
why rebuilding America’s 
Black Wall Streets is the win 
we’ve all been waiting for.

So, what happened to 
Tulsa’s Black Wall Street? 
The story of that terror is 
best told by Viola Fletcher, a 
grandmother and 107-year-
old survivor of the Tulsa 
Massacre that demolished 
one of America’s fore-
most prominent Black Wall 
Streets in vibrant Green-
wood, Oklahoma. “I have 

lived through the massacre 
every day…I still see Black 
men being shot, Black bod-
ies lying in the street.” she 
recounted in a powerful tes-
timony to Congress.

To put it plainly, the form 
of terrorism Black folks en-
dured in Tulsa was calculat-
ed (and state-supported). It 
did what it was intended to 
do; embed a permanence of 



BETHEL BIBLE
FELLOWSHIP, 
CARROLLTON

(A NEW PLACE TO 
BELONG) 

NOTICE:   New You, Pas-
tor Woodson serves the 
community by providing 
“Professional Therapy 
and Counseling Servic-
es” on a “Sliding Fee” 
scale.  To schedule an ap-
pointment call the Pasto-
ral Counseling Center at 
972-526-4525 or email the 
church at www.bethelbi-
blefellowship.org  

Note:  Until further no-
tice, all services at Bethel 
church will be via Video-
Conferencing and perhaps 
other churches as well; 
log on individual churches 
websites for details.   See 
Bethel’s website www.
bethelbiblefellowship.org-
for their details because of 
the Coronavirus. 

August 22, 9:45 am 
Please join us in our quiet 
time, “Prayer and Medita-

tion” followed by Morn-
ing Worship.  You will be 
blessed and inspired as we 
celebrate service to God, 
our community and all 
mankind. 

You are invited to join us 
via video-conferencing for 
Prayer and Bible Study 
from 7 to 8:45 pm as we 
pray for the world’s Coro-
navirus.   In Wednesday’s 
Bible we are studying Cel-
ebration of Discipline by 
Richard J. Foster, Chapter 
10.  Dial in Phone # 346 
248 7799, Meeting I.D. 256 
518 4741. 

Dr. Terrance Woodson, 
Senior Pastor 
1944 E. Hebron Parkway 
Carrollton, TX  75007 
972-492-4300 
www.bethelbiblefellow-
ship.org  
______________________

FELLOWSHIP
CHRISTIAN                                                                                                                              

CENTER CHURCH
IN ALLEN 

“THE SHIP” We are

Saving You a Seat! 

Check “The Ship’s” web-
site for details of their ser-
vices until further notice 
because of the Coronavirus.  

August 22,
You are invited to join us 
in our Sunday Morning 
Services as we praise and 
worship God in the Joycie 
Turner Fellowship Hall, 
followed by our Worship 
Services; and bring some-
one with you, you will be 
blessed.  It’s for God’s glo-
ry and honor. 

August 25, 7 pm 
Join us in our Wednesday’s 
12 Noon-Day Live, Prayer 
and Bible Study class and/
or our Wednesday Night 
Live, Prayer and Bible 
Study at 7 p.m. to learn 
more about God’s Word.  
Be encouraged by God’s 
plan for your maturity and 
His glory; and most of all; 
be prepared to grow. 

Dr.  W.  L. Stafford, Sr., Ed. D.
Senior Pastor 
2450 K Avenue #300  

Plano, TX  75074 
972-379-3287 
www.theship3c.org
www.visitF3c.org  
______________________

INSPIRING BODY OF 
CHRIST CHURCH, 

Let’s Go Fishing! 
MATTHEW 4:19 

“Bring the whole tithe into 
the storehouse, that there 
may be food in my house.  
Test me in this,” says the 
Lord Almighty, “and see if 
I will not open the windows 
of heaven and  pour you out 
a blessing that there will 
not be room to receive.”
               - Malachi 3:8-10 

Check “IBOC’s” website 
for details of their services 
until further notice because 
of the Coronavirus.  

August 20, 7 pm 
All men are invited to 
Men’s Ministry meeting 
each Friday night at 8 pm, 
(IBOC promotes proactive 
male leadership.) 

August 22, 10 a.m. 

Join us for our Morning 
Service; and don’t forget 
to invite family and friends 
to join us as we celebrate 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 

August 23, 7 pm 
You are invited to Monday 
School to see what God has 
to say to us in His Holy 
Word. 

Pastor Rickie Rush 
7701 S Westmoreland Road 
Dallas, TX  75237 
972-372-4262 
www.Ibocchurch.org 
______________________

SHILOH MBC 
IN PLANO

(WHERE COMMUNITY  
BECOMES FAMILY) 

Connect to God through 
Shiloh, Grow in Christ 
through the study of the 
Word of God, Serve God 
through service to each 
other and the world. 

Check “SMBC’s” website 
for details of their services 

until further notice because 
of the coronavirus.  

August 22, 8 and 11 am 
You are invited to our Wor-
ship Services as we honor 
God for His goodness and 
faithfulness. 

August 23,  7 to 8 pm 
Every Monday Night 

Sister II Sister (Women’s 
Mission) in the Main Fel-
lowship Hall and the Men 
II Men Bible Study in the 
Youth Church Sanctuary 
(Chapel). 

August 25, 7 pm 
You’re invited to our 
Wednesday’s Bible Study 
class; you will learn what 
God has to say to us.  Come 
and be encouraged by 
God’s plan for your spiri-
tual growth and His glory. 

Dr. Isaiah Joshua, Jr. 
Senior Pastor 
920 E. 14th Street 
Plano, TX   75074 
972-423-6695 
www.smbcplano.org
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See GADGETS, Page 15

at that time, given the dis-
tribution of vaccines to this 
population early in the vac-
cine rollout and the contin-
ued increased risk that CO-
VID-19 poses to them.”

The announcement ar-
rives as the virus continues 
a rapid spread throughout 
the country, with hotspots 
identified in Florida, Mis-
sissippi, Texas, Oregon, 
and other states.

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency said 
it plans to send a trailer 
mortgage to San Antonio, 
Texas because bodies are 
beginning to pile there.

In South Carolina, the 
Pickens County School 
District closed schools and 
converted to remote learn-
ing after a dramatic Covid 
outbreak.

During the first week of 

school in El Paso, Texas, 
health officials reported 
309 actives Covid cases in 
children. That number rose 
the second week to 373, 
and ultimately it climbed 
this week to 501.

Vaccines still have not 
been authorized for chil-
dren under 12.

Authorized Covid-19 
vaccines are “remark-
ably effective in reducing 
the risk of severe disease, 
hospitalization, and death, 

even against the widely 
circulating Delta variant,” 
health officials stated.

The officials continued 
that “current protection 
against severe disease, 
hospitalization, and death 
could diminish in the 
months ahead, especially 
among those who are at 
higher risk or were vac-
cinated during the earlier 
phases of the vaccination 
rollout. For that reason, we 

conclude that a booster shot 
will be needed to maximize 
vaccine-induced protection 
and prolong its durability.”

The initial booster doses 
will be for the Pfizer/Bi-
oNTech and Moderna vac-
cines.

Still, health officials said 
shots would likely be nec-
essary for individuals who 
received the single-dose 
Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine.

“Administration of the 
J&J vaccine did not begin 
in the U.S. until March 
2021, and we expect more 
data on J&J in the next few 
weeks,” the officials wrote.

“We continue to expand 
efforts to increase the sup-
ply of vaccines globally for 
other countries, “building 
further on the more than 
600 million doses we have 
already committed to do-
nating globally.”

BOOSTER, from Page 5

 Dr. James L. Snyder

Without any hesitation, I 
will gladly admit that I am 
on the short side when it 
comes to gadgets. For me, 
most of them do not make 
any sense at all. Instead, I 
like things simple and easy.

As for the Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage, she 
is obsessed with gadgets. 
She loves them almost as 
much as I love Apple Frit-
ters. I’ve gone into her 
“Craft Room” and no-
ticed all the gadgets neatly 
placed where they belong. 

Unfortunately, I could not 
tell you the identification of 
any of them.

I am gadgets-illiterate 
while she is gadget-ob-
sessed.

I did not know how ob-
sessed she was with gad-
gets until recently.

My truck was giving me 
some trouble, so I took it 
to my mechanic to look it 
over. Much to my distress, 
he said the engine was just 
about shot, and it would 
have to be replaced.

My choices were to re-
place the engine for around 

$5,500 or buy another truck 
for about $30,000. I may 
not be handy with gadgets, 
but when it comes to mon-
ey, that is my specialty.

I reluctantly chose to 
have the engine replaced, 
but the bad news was, it 
would take about a month 
to do it. First, he had to 
find an engine and have it 
shipped to his garage.

I didn’t know how long 
that month was until re-
cently.

Because I did not have 
my truck, I had to borrow 
the Gracious Mistress of 

the Parsonage’s van. She 
bought that van a little over 
two years ago. It took her a 
whole year to find the kind 
of van she wanted. She did 
all her research and finally 
found the van of her liking.

For myself, being over 6 
feet tall, it was all I could 
do to squeeze into her van 
as a passenger. I found out 
squeezing in as a driver was 
even more difficult.

She said I could drive 
it, and then instructed me 
on how to drive and all the 
gadgets associated with 
driving her van.

Unfortunately, my habit 
is not to pay attention when 
people are talking about 
gadget things.

I’ve had my driver’s li-
cense for over 50 years, and 
I have driven many cars 
during that time.

I thanked her, got into her 
van, and it took quite a few 
minutes to get the seat set-
tled where I can operate it.

Sitting in the driver’s 
seat, I felt like I was being 
squished on all sides.

After a few minutes, I 
was able to start it on and 
then try to figure out how 

to put it in reverse. I found 
it finally and backed out of 
our driveway.

With a few more little 
squeegees, I put it back into 
drive and went forward. It 
was at this time I noticed 
the mirrors were all out of 
focus. How can my wife 
drive this van when the 
mirrors are so mixed up?

So, while driving along, 
I began to fiddle with the 
mirrors, trying to adjust 
them to where I could see 
out of them. There is a gad-

What’s all these gadgets for?



 ...but they did not lis-
ten to him because of their 
discouragement and cruel 
bondage. 

            - Exodus 6:9 

It is very difficult to lead 
when those you are lead-
ing believe they have been 
mistreated and have lost all 
hope.  Such was the case 

when God called Moses to 
bring the people of Israel 
out of Egypt.  

They had lived under 
many years of oppression 
and slavery.  Yet God heard 
their cry.  He sent someone 
to bring them out of slavery 
“so that they might worship 
God” (see Exodus 8:1).   

Interesting that God 
didn’t say, “to serve Him.”   
Above all else, God desires 
our worship.  A person can-
not enter into true worship 
of God while still in slavery 
and bondage.  

In Proverbs, the writer 

tells us “hope deferred 
makes the heart sick” 
(Proverb 13:12a).  

There is a place in life 
where life becomes so dis-
couraging and hopeless that 
we lose all hope, and it can 
actually make us sick.  

I have been at this place; 
it is a scary condition.  It 
brings you to the edge of 
despair. The people would 
not listen to Moses. Yet 
God did not deliver imme-
diately.  

In fact, it would be many 
plagues later before ulti-
mate deliverance would 

take place. Why does God 
withhold deliverance at 
times?  It is in order to 
bring greater glory from the 
situation.  

It isn’t because He 
doesn’t care.  It is because 
His plan for mankind is 
resting in these events.  It 
is a finely tuned plan that 
involves many people and 
situations - all operating at 
the same time.  

It can seem cruel at times.  
But God knows that His 
children cannot worship 
Him if they are in bondage 
and lose all hope.  
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HUDSON, from Page 2

GADGETS, from Page 14

Faith is woven through-
out the film and there is 
something for everyone in 
the film Hudson declares. 
The Academy Award win-
ner says this film is for all 
audiences – women, spiri-
tual people, dreamers and 
those who may have had 

big dreams and suffered 
setbacks.

What is Hudson’s take-
away from Aretha Frank-
lin’s life? “The takeaway 
for me was just owning 
your voice. It wasn’t until 
Aretha owned her voice 
[that] we all got our Queen 

of Soul.”
RESPECT premieres in 

theaters Friday, August 13, 
2021.

This article was writ-
ten by Nsenga K. Burton, 
Ph.D., NNPA Culture and 
Entertainment Editor and 
the founder & editor-in-
chief of The Burton Wire. 
Follow Nsenga on Twitter 

@Ntellectual. Follow The 
Burton Wire on Instagram 
or Twitter @TheBurton-
Wire.

get for each mirror, and I 
got the gadgets mixed up. 
Finally, I got it to where it 
was at least usable for my 
driving.

I sighed a very deep sigh, 
which usually means I’m 
in trouble, while driving 
down the highway. I de-
cided I wanted to turn the 
radio on and listen to music 
while driving. You might as 
well have fun while you’re 
driving in such a gadget-
contaminated vehicle.

Pressing several buttons, 

I finally was able to find the 
button for the radio. Un-
fortunately, the sound was 
very low. Now, I had to find 
a gadget to turn the sound 
up so I could hear it.

I’m unsure which gad-
get I pressed, but the sound 
went through the roof, 
scaring me so much that I 
almost jumped out of the 
vehicle. Fiddling around, I 
finally lowered the sound.

I did not notice before, 
but the steering wheel had 
gadgets all around it. I had 

no idea what any of those 
gadgets were for and was 
trying desperately not to 
touch one.

I had to make a right turn, 
and so I turned on the turn 
signal the way I usually do 
it in my truck, and it wasn’t 
heaven that came through 
that van.

The windshield wipers 
began, the windows went 
up and down several times, 
the horn sounded three 
or four times, and I was a 
mess.

Very carefully, I man-
aged to pull to the side and 

stop the vehicle. I sat there 
trying to figure out where 
do I start turning off all of 
these gadgets?

I could call my wife, but 
then I would hear it for the 
rest of my life.

An idea floated in my 
mind amid all this confu-
sion. Why not turn the ve-
hicle off, and maybe all the 
gadgets would close down.

I turned it on with my 
fingers crossed, and to my 
delight, all of the gadgets 
were not on. I’m not sure 
what I did; I hope I don’t 
have to do it again.

A verse of Scripture 
came to my mind as I was 
driving home. “The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge: but fools de-
spise wisdom and instruc-
tion” (Proverbs 1:7).

Instruction seems to be 
the gateway to wisdom. I 
have a hard time with fol-
lowing instructions, which 

is why I have trouble and 
not just with gadgets.

Dr. James L. Snyder is 
pastor of the Family of 
God Fellowship, Ocala, 
FL 34472, where he lives 
with his wife. Call him at 
352-216-3025 or e-mail 
jamessnyder2@att.net. The 
church web site is www.
whatafellowship.com.

parent, immigration, and 
business coaching scams.

Incidence of scam aware-
ness also varied significantly 
by racial groups in the re-
port.

Black adults reported 
lower awareness of utility, 
grandparent, and immigra-
tion scams than one or both 
of the other racial groups.

AARP commissioned 
Precision Market Research, 
Latino Decisions, and the 
African American Research 
Collaborative to conduct the 

study, where 2,808 Ameri-
can adults participated.

The study focused on 
Black and Latino adults.

The researchers conclud-
ed that education is critical 
in helping consumers spot 
and avoid scams.

However, the survey in-
dicated that Educational ef-
forts about scams and fraud 
might underserve black 
adults compared with White 
and other racial groups.

According to the report, 
Black older adults, less af-

fluent, and female, are less 
aware of scams, putting 
them at higher risk of expe-
riencing a scam.

Black adults who are men 
attained a bachelor’s degree 
and reported annual incomes 
of $100,000 or more indi-
cate a greater incidence of 
losing money to a scam, the 
report continued.

Compared with White and 
other racial groups, Black 
adults are less likely to have 
robocall protection or have 
posted their phone numbers 
to the National Do Not Call 
Registry.

AARP, from Page 12
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RENT, from Page 11
businesses—resulting in 
over $13 billion in unpaid 
rent per month.” The law-
suit also claimed that “the 
total effect of the CDC’s 
overreach may reach up to 
$200 billion if it remains in 
effect for a year.” 

“In reality, the eviction 
moratorium has become 
an instrument of economic 
policy rather than of disease 
control,” stated the appeal. 
“And even if that were de-
batable, the same cannot be 
said for the lack of any pub-
lic interest in prolonging 
unlawful Executive Branch 
action.”  

In response, on June 29 
the Court denied the real-

tors’ application, leaving 
the moratorium in place 
through the end of July. 
In a concurring one-page 
opinion written by Associ-
ate Justice Brett Kavanaugh 
wrote, “Because the CDC 
plans to end the moratorium 
in only a few weeks, on 
July 31, and because those 
few weeks will allow for 
additional and more orderly 
distribution of the congres-
sionally appropriated rental 
assistance funds, I vote at 
this time to deny the appli-
cation to vacate the District 
Court’s stay of its order,” 
wrote the Associate Justice. 

“In my view, clear and 
specific congressional au-

thorization (via new legis-
lation) would be necessary 
for the CDC to extend the 
moratorium past July 31,” 
concluded Kavanaugh.  

This opinion drove White 
House and lawmaker de-
bates over whether the 
CDC had the legal author-
ity to extend the eviction 
moratorium. It also explains 
President Biden’s remarks 
on the better-late-than-nev-
er order.  

“Whether that option 
will pass constitutional 
measure with this admin-
istration, I can’t tell you. I 
don’t know,” said President 
Biden. “There are a few 
scholars who say it will, and 
others who say it’s not like-
ly to. But, at a minimum, 

by the time it gets litigated 
it will probably give some 
additional time while we’re 
getting that $45 billion out 
to people who are in fact 
behind in the rent and don’t 
have the money.”   

But neither the extension, 
nor CDC remarks explain 
why emergency rental as-
sistance sent to state and 
local jurisdictions is taking 
so long to reach consum-
ers who desperately needed 
help.  

Two weeks earlier on 
July 15, the National Coun-
cil of State Housing Agen-
cies (NCHSA) issued an 
open letter to landlords, 
urging swift actions to ac-
cess available emergency 
rental assistance (ERA). 

By the end of June, state 
programs had processed 
more than 500,000 renters, 
roughly $3 billion in funds 
was projected to be dedicat-
ed by the end of July - leav-
ing over $40 billion in ap-
proved funding untouched.  

In other testimony at the 
July 27 Capitol Hill hearing, 
Diane Yentel, President and 
CEO of the National Low-
Income Housing Coalition, 
addressed other reasons for 
rental assistance delays.  

“The ability of states and 
localities to distribute criti-
cal ERA funds was hindered 
early on by harmful guid-
ance released by the Trump 
Administration on its last 
day in office, January 19, 
2021. … The Department 

of Treasury rescinded the 
Trump Administration’s 
harmful FAQ [frequently 
asked questions] and re-
leased a new one in Febru-
ary 2021 that directly ad-
dressed the significant flaws 
in the previous administra-
tion’s guidance,” testified 
Yentel.  

With no end in sight for 
the global pandemic, Con-
gress and the White House 
still bear the onus of devel-
oping more permanent so-
lutions to the nation’s hous-
ing crisis.  

Charlene Crowell is a 
senior fellow with the Cen-
ter for Responsible Lend-
ing. She can be reached at 
Charlene.crowell@respon-
siblelending.org.  

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

You were determined not 
to get bit.

But in a totally different 
meaning of the word, you 
were equally determined 
that your horse would ac-
cept one. Without a bit in 
his mouth, he wouldn’t turn, 
slow down, or stop when 
you wanted to ride – and of 
course, as in “Horse Girls,” 
edited by Halimah Marcus, 
the ride’s the thing.

Or is a sense of freedom 
the best part of owning a 
horse? Many girls think so, 
while others just want their 
very own Flicka or Ginger 
or Pie. Whatever it is, Mar-
cus says that there’s a differ-

ence between “horse girls” 
and “a horsewoman.” The 
latter, she writes, is “tough, 
no-nonsense... riding every 
day... unsentimental about 
horses but devoted to them 
for life” – unlike many of 

the women in this book who 
gave up riding as young 
women and re-established 
their love for it later in life.

But what makes a horse 
girl?

Marginalization, in the 
stories here. These horse 
girls often felt shame for not 
fitting the norm, for being 
queer, Black, “chubby” or 
poor – but they still loved 
horses. Some of the writers 
are lesbians, but they didn’t 
understand it until their 
girlhoods were over. Alex 
Marzano-Lesnevich writes 
of cross-dressing cowboys 
in history; Sarah Enelow-
Snyder writes about Black 
cowboys and of  “curly Af-
ros shoved into unaccom-

modating cowboy hats.”  
C. Morgan Babst writes of 
cruelty and anorexia, a two-
pronged part of her child-
hood.

Horse girls worry. A lot. 
They worry about where 
their horses went after they 
were sold or given away. On 
the day she got it, Adrienne 
Celt worried about how she 
was going to bury her horse 
if it died. They worry about 
disappointing horse-loving 
parents, and they fret about 
the best way to introduce 
their daughters to riding.

They ride with joy. They 
met spouses through horses. 
They remember the smell of 
a box that once contained a 
plastic horse – because, says 

T Kira Madden, “the thing 
about a horse is, it’s never 
about the horse.”

Nope, it’s also about sto-
ries. Fifteen of them, to be 
exact, all inside “Horse 
Girls,” but unless you’re the 
horsey-type, you grew up 
in a saddle, or your shelves 
once held plastic 1:9-scale 
horses, you can just mosey 
along. In that case, you’ll 
haaaaate this book and 
that’s okay. It’s not for you 
anyhow.

If you fit the former, 
though, pommel, stirrup, 
and all, then editor Halimah 
Marcus offers stories you’ll 
devour, stories of loving 
horses, even when (espe-
cially when!) doing so made 

you an anomaly. There’s 
strength in that but loss 
also looms large here, par-
ticularly loss of childhood, 
innocence, or imagination. 
Fortunately for many of 
these storytellers and for 
the readers invited along on 
this ride, though, recollec-
tions are resolved, reasons 
for them are reconciled, and 
the endings are mostly sat-
isfying.

If you ever trotted around 
the yard, pretending to be 
a horse, or if you actually 
spent your girlhood in a 
saddle, this book will bring 
back memories. “Horse 
Girls” is a book you won’t 
want to miss, not even a 
little bit.

NDG Book Review: ‘Horse Girls’ takes a look at an iconic bond

fear and inferiority among 
Black people. In a viscer-
al poem, AJ Smitherman 
penned:

“Kill them, burn them, set 
the pace.

Let them know that we are 
white men,

Teach them how to keep 
their place.”

Prior generations of Black 
Wall Streets across the coun-
try withstood violent racism 
intended to deny wealth-
building for their families 
and equity-based economic 
participation. This includes 
redlining and the deliberate 
financial exclusion of Black 
banking and Black borrow-
ers, a denial that many still 
face today. Systemic racism 

prevented entire generations 
of Black Americans from 
building wealth, leaving 
behind a persistent and dev-
astating racial wealth gap 
where the median Black 
family wealth is less than 
15% than that of their white 
counterparts.

Many have tried to blame 
the Black-White racial 
wealth gap on Black inepti-
tude, but that’s misplaced 
propaganda. The greatest 
threat to Black wealth, his-
torically, isn’t Black inepti-
tude; it’s White supremacy.

Creating and sustaining a 
Black economic ecosystem, 
where dollars are invested 
and circulated within a net-
work of Black businesses 

and entrepreneurs, will look 
physically different than the 
Black Wall Streets of the 
past, thanks to the digital 
economy.

Paying for a vegan hot 
plate with Apple Pay, menus 
imprinted on QR codes, 
online retail, vertically 
integrated e-commerce, 
socialized media, digital 
marketing, streamlined 
manufacturing, influencers, 
and content creators are just 
a handful of the things that 
you wouldn’t have found 
on Black Wall Street back 
in the day thanks to the in-
ternet. The post-pandemic 
economy sits squarely in 
this digital world, and rep-
resents a golden opportunity 
to finally invite the perma-
nent participation of firms, 

producers, technologists, 
and entrepreneurs who are 
Black, Black-led, and wom-
en.

In 2020 alone, we lost 
41% of Black businesses 
between the months of Feb-
ruary-April. Many of our 
brick-and-mortar mainstays 
didn’t survive the economic 
shutdown, particularly those 
who weren’t sufficiently 
tech-enabled. Many of those 
mom-and-pop shops or 
small-to-medium size en-
terprises (SME) have been 
subsumed under the new 
everyday economy. The 
everyday economy is now 
almost entirely online, and 
the central reason we have 
to tech-enable every Black 
business at little to no cost.

Rebuilding Black Wall 

Street requires long-overdue 
repair of many forms. Black 
communities have incurred 
compounding negative in-
terest, while their counter-
parts have enjoyed oppor-
tunities to build incredible 
wealth.

Repair is more than ac-
cess to capital. And access 
to capital does not mean 
high-interest loans or loans 
at all. And it isn’t always 
money. What access to 
capital really entails is its 
relationship to resources. It 
means low-cost, affordable 
capital at every stage in the 
life cycle of a business. It 
also means knowledge shar-
ing, access to technology, 
and proper participation in 
supply chains. In short, it’s 
wholesale economic partici-

pation for Black entrepre-
neurs.

Repair is more than 
Black banking too. Repair 
is Black-led Venture Capi-
tal and Private Equity firms 
like High Street Equity that 
are committed to “creating 
value with more than capi-
tal.” Repair is closing the 
Black-White racial wealth 
gap could unlock nearly 
$1.5 Trillion in untapped 
GDP.

Rebuilding Black Wall 
Street requires a shift in 
thinking that asset frames 
Black business. One that 
values Black life. Only then 
will we begin to heal the 
harm of violently systemic 
racism and create the op-
portunity for a world of bet-
ter for generations to come.

REBUILD, from Page 13


