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Tulsa Race Massacre survivors Third annual
seek reversal of dismissal in pdrate the

- See Page 5

historic court appeal

By Stacy M. Brown [ ] Ha rva rd stud
NNPA Senior National i ' ) y
Correspondent links Black
Lessie Benningfield Randle, Vi- herltage
ola Fletcher, and Hughes Van Ellis,
Sr., the last three known survivors - See Page 6
of the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre, -
have continued their pursuit of jus- nghly touted
tice. stage pla
They have appealed to the Okla- ge play

comes to Dallas

homa Supreme Court, urging a
swift reversal of Tulsa County Dis-
trict Judge Caroline Wall’s contro- o : :
. . . . . - _h y :
versial dismissal of their lawsuit. ! o % e e el
Ata press conference held at the Randle, 107, Fletcher, 108, and Van Ellis, 102, are the remaining survivors of the hor-
Oklahoma Supreme Court, the le-  rific massacre, which destroyed the thriving Greenwood District in Tulsa. Despite that it

caused the loss of countless lives and property, the event has long been overlooked, and
the survivors have been denied justice. (Photo via NNPA)

- See Page 8

‘Talk to Me’
hits the big

gal team representing the survivor
expressed confidence in the likeli-

hood of the Oklahoma Supreme pleaded a public nuisance claim, as  just and burdensome requirement screen
Court overturning Judge Wall’s defined by the Oklahoma Supreme  on parties alleging public nuisance
ruling. Court in its landmark decision on claims. - See Page 9
“The facts of this case align with  Johnson & Johnson in November The court mandated that the
the long-standing property-based 2021.” survivors provide a specific abate- CFPB returns
limitations of Oklahoma’s public Randle, 107, Fletcher, 108, and ment remedy to address the issue [ s  MoONey to fraud
nuisance statute,” said Damario Van Ellis, 102, are the remaining before any discovery, trial, or li- > ..
Solomon-Simmons, the lead attor- survivors of the horrific massa- ability determination occurs. \] aﬂ'ﬂ‘ J victims
ney for the survivors and founder cre, which destroyed the thriving The survivor’s co-counsel Ran- P —
of Justice for Greenwood. Greenwood District in Tulsa and dall Adams, a Schulte Roth & Za- \ S may - See Page 11
“The District Court’s imposition  caused the loss of countless lives bel LLP litigation partner, said this "
of a heightened pleading standard and property, has long been over- unusual pleading standard lacks Sister Ta rpley:
on the survivors is unprecedented looked, and the survivors have any foundation in Oklahoma’s Thinas
in Oklahoma’s legal history,” Sol- been denied justice. notice pleading code or prior case g
omon-Simmons continued. Their legal team contends that to Ponder
“Our clients have sufficiently Judge Wall’s ruling imposes an un- See TULSA, Page 4
- See Page 14

. | [ Scan to go tor | ETIRITITITR

People in the News .... 2 The NDGLive : - - .

(01271 3: [ 3 ﬂYouTube

Health .....ccoccivieiieniienns 4 Ch I

Community ....counneennees 5 ¥ h ? !‘ l":' e

Education .........cccenrunes 6 [ (and "Like" us)

Northside ......ccveurennns 7 E " By ing’ ue. You wil be enlersd ko = -

Feature .....cocvvevenennnnns 8 lickels lo area entertainment events! Henrietta Lacks Jlldge Tanya S. Chutkan

Entertainment...... 9-10

Marketplace ....... 11-13 For the latest news and events in DFW, follow us online: NDG Quote of the Week: “In all things that are purely social we can be as separate as the
[Te[To) s DT - fingers, yet one as the hand in all things essential to mutual progress.”

2::‘9,:_3:; t 14 :: WWW- n 0 rth d a I Ias g azette ] CO m —Booker T. Washington




www.NorthDallasGazette.com

People in the News
Henrietta Lacks

Living relatives of Hen-
rietta Lacks have reached
a confidential settlement
with Thermo Fisher Scien-
tific, the multi-billion-dol-
lar biotechnology company
that has used regenerative
cells taken from Lacks de-
cades ago without her con-
sent.

The settlement sets a
precedent, potentially lead-
ing to complaints seeking
compensation and control
of Lacks’ cells, famously
known as “HeLa” cells, the
world’s first cells capable
of replicating outside the
human body.

The Lacks family’s law-
suit addressed a problem
that had persisted for 70
years following the unlaw-
ful removal of Henrietta
Lacks’ cells while she was
receiving cervical cancer

treatment at Johns Hopkins
Hospital.

Lacks’ cancer treatment
in 1951 was unsuccess-
ful, and she tragically suc-
cumbed to the disease a
few months after her diag-
nosis.

Following her death, re-
searchers at Johns Hopkins
discovered that the cells
sampled from Lacks’ cer-
vix could regenerate out-
side the human body.

They  shared those
groundbreaking cells,
which were instrumental in
developing polio and CO-
VID-19 vaccines and the
world’s most common fer-
tility treatment.

The family argued that
the cells rightfully belong
to Lacks and that compa-
nies like Thermo Fisher
Scientific should pay for
using them in research and
product development.

For decades, Lacks’ con-
tributions to science re-
mained unrecognized.

In a 2022 interview, at-
torney Ben Crump called
the situation “indicative
of the Black struggle for
equality and respect in
America.

Represented jointly by
Crump, renowned for his
advocacy for Black vic-
tims of police violence,
and attorney Chris Seeger,

known for leading signifi-
cant class action lawsuits
in U.S. history, the family
called a news conference
in Baltimore on Tuesday,
August 1, which coincides
with what would have been
Lacks’ 103rd birthday.

“The parties are pleased
that they were able to find
a way to resolve this mat-
ter outside of court and
will have no further com-
ment about the settlement,”
Crump and Seeger wrote in
a news release.

“Because it’s a racial jus-
tice issue when you think
about it in the purest form,”
Crump asserted. “The chil-
dren of Henry Ford, they’re

able to benefit from his
contributions to the world.”

Thermo Fisher Scientif-
ic, in its defense, contend-
ed that Lacks’ descendants
waited too long to take
legal action and that other
companies worldwide also
use HeLa cells without the
family’s consent.

Crump has noted that
other companies besides
Thermo Fisher Scientific
sell Lacks’ cells, and bio-
tech companies and labs
globally use them for vari-
ous types of research.

The family has signaled
that they also may act

See LACKS, Page 6

Judge Tanya S. Chutkan

Judge Tanya S. Chutkan
will preside over the case
of former President Donald
Trump’s alleged efforts to
overturn the 2020 election.

This decision comes af-
ter Chutkan’s previous in-
volvement in key motions
related to the January 6
committee’s investigation.

Chutkan has a history
with Trump. She denied his
2021 motion to prevent re-
cords from being given to
the January 6 committee.

In her decision, she em-
phasized that “Presidents
are not kings, and Plaintiff
is not president.” This rul-
ing showcased her com-

mitment to upholding the
principles of democracy
and the rule of law.

A trailblazer in her own
right, Chutkan’s back-
ground is impressive.

She was born in Kings-
ton, Jamaica and moved to

the United States to pursue
higher education.

She earned a bachelor’s
degree in economics from
George Washington Uni-
versity and later gradu-
ated from the University of
Pennsylvania Law School.

Chutkan began her law
career working in private
practice and later at the
District of Columbia Pub-
lic Defender Service.

After that, she joined the
law firm Boies, Schiller,
& Flexner LLP, where she
specialized in white-collar
criminal defense for a total
of 12 years.

Legal experts described
Chutkan as incredibly ded-
icated to justice and fair

Gov. Sheila Oliver

New Jersey was plunged
into mourning on Tuesday
as the news of the untimely
death of Lt. Gov. Sheila Y.
Oliver shook the state.

The 71-year-old died just
one day after being rushed
to the hospital due to an un-
disclosed medical issue.

Speaking about Oliver,
Gov. Murphy remembered
her as a true trailblazer.
“When I selected her to be
my running mate in 2017,
Lt. Governor Oliver was
already a trailblazer in ev-
ery sense of the word. She
had already made history
as the first Black woman
to serve as Speaker of the
General Assembly, and just
the second Black woman in

the nation’s history to lead
a house of a state legisla-
ture,” Murphy stated.

“I knew then that her
decades of public service
made her the ideal partner
for me to lead the State of
New Jersey. It was the best
decision I ever made.”

In a heartbreaking state-

ment, the Oliver family ex-
pressed their profound sor-
row. “It is with incredible
sadness and a heavy heart
that we announce the pass-
ing of the Honorable Sheila
Y. Oliver, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of the State of New
Jersey.

She was not only a distin-
guished public servant but
also our cherished daugh-
ter, sister, aunt, friend, and
hero,” the family wrote.

Oliver had been acting
governor in the absence
of Gov. Phil Murphy, who
was on vacation.

The mantle of acting
governor was passed on to
Democratic Senate Presi-
dent Nicholas Scutari when
Oliver’s health suddenly
worsened.

representation as a public
defender. They said her
commitment to ensuring
equal access to justice was
evident.

Her colleagues said her
extensive experience in
complex legal matters and
criminal defense undoubt-
edly contributed to her
well-rounded understand-

ing of the law.

Chutkan was appointed
to the District Court for the
District of Columbia by
former President Barack
Obama in 2014.

Chutkan has a reputation
for being a fair and com-
mitted judge.

Still, she hasn’t shied
away from imposing harsh-

er sentences than the Jus-
tice Department initially
requested in cases involv-
ing January 6 defendants.
When federal prosecu-
tors suggested that Matt
Mazzocco serve three
months of home confine-
ment and probation after

See CHUTKAN, Page 6
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Before “Affirmative Ac-
tion“ and integration, the
African American commu-
nity had an economic in-
frastructure that supported
its social and economic
needs, born outa American
Apartheid pre-1980s. We
had professionals, schools,
towns, businesses etc. So,
what happened to the Af-
rican American thriving
aforementioned infrastruc-
ture that supported our
community before integra-
tion?

One untold story is some-
thing MLK once comment-
ed on, that of integrating
into a burning house and
the loss of over 100,000
Black educators’ jobs as a
result of integration. The
loss of those 100,000 Af-
rican American educators
went far beyond economic
loss, but with the teachers,
went our communities, Af-
rican American educational
infrastructure, and the re-
sidual memory of our ways
of knowing and learning.

The African American
ways of learning and know-
ing were replaced with the
European ways of mean
making that impacted our
cultural algorithm in ways
we are still defining. In the
age of fascism and Criti-
cal Race Theory, the Afti-
can American community
must stand up and demand
accountability and servant
leadership from our po-
litical and civil rights or-
ganizations as we enter the
technological world of Al
economic dislocations.

President Biden’s Build
Back Better framework
offers a good opportunity
to implement the African

American’s political and
economic agendas. Afri-
can American political and
economic power must be
created independent of the
Republican and Democrat-
ic Parties.

The African American
community must now de-
fine “Affirmative Access”
and what that means for
the African American com-
munity’s future economic
success?

Trump is indicted. What
does it mean for African
Americans?  Mainstream
media organizations like to
say there are two systems
of justice. These include the
Trump “legal clown show,”
which highlights three sys-
tems of justice, “black/
white” “rich/poor,” and the
“oligarchy,” or rich people
justice.” The Trump saga
lays bare the clearly rigged
American judicial and busi-
ness systems. Trump is the
perfect example of white
privilege allowed to “fail
forward,” go bankrupt six
times and become POTUS.

In the Trump indict-
ments, number four is
about his efforts to nullify
the African American voter
in the seven swing states,
thus nullifying the vote of
all American voters. When
I say, dear white people,
you don’t have any more
rights than the average
African American voter,
indictment number four is
Exhibit A, which proves
denying Black political
power also denies white
political power.

I attended the Town Hall
meeting July 2023, spon-
sored by Curtis King’s
TBAAL (The Black Acad-
emy of Arts and Letters),
where newly appointed
Operation Push President
Rev. Dr. Frederick Doug-
las Haynes, 111 posed a rhe-
torical but serious question,
“What’s the plan?” in rela-
tion to the African Ameri-

Keep up with the news

O NL TN

5 WWW,

can community going for-
ward.

To that question, I offer
Freedom Rides 2.0 as one
plan for communities and
national organizations.

Freedom Rides 2.0 is a
vision to bring back the
Freedom Rides with a 2024
flavor to create economic,
political and social power.

Phase one of Freedom
Rides 2.0 will create Afri-
can American GOTV (get
out the vote) throughout
the south with the goal of
developing African Ameri-
can voter power indepen-
dent of the Democratic and
Republican Parties. By de-
veloping our voting power
independently of the two
political parties, we create
a new African American
political algorithm that
strengthens African Ameri-
can political and economic
power.

Phase two: The African
American community has a
two-trillion-dollar econom-
ic buying power. Currently,
this is unfocused economic
power. Focused economic
power is key to the eco-
nomic future of the Afri-
can American. A sustained
multi-generational GOTV
effort to develop political
and economic power inde-
pendent of the two major
political parties will result
in African American fo-
cused economic power.
The goal here is to create
economic scale within the
African American two-tril-
lion-dollar buying power
paradigm.

Phase three: The African
American community’s
legacy institutions must
create trusted metacom-
munication spaces to share
knowledge with local com-
munity leadership organi-
zations within the context
of the current American
economic  technological
paradigm.

What is meta infrastruc-

northdallasgazette.com

ture? Social media systems
(servers) controlled by Af-
rican American communi-
ties. The African American
community is in a techno-
logical world. This means
all the old rules don’t apply.
The day of finding a white
sponsor is over. The current
technological ~ economic
system, as presently con-
structed, consumes whites
politically and economical-
ly, same as Black folk. The
“white privileged” folks
have been anesthetized and
continue to believe they
will be spared by this tech-
nological revolution.

The African American
community has embraced
the new technology in ways
that will benefit the African
American struggle for po-
litical and economic self
determination.

The removal by the Su-
preme Capitalist Court of
Affirmative Action may
help recreate the African
American sense of com-
munity and unity lost to
integration. The African
American community has
all the tools needed to take
the next steps in our de-
velopment as the true rep-
resentatives of freedom in
America.

Compared to our ances-
tors, this Joshua genera-
tion of African American
diaspora proxy warriors
have more of everything.
This generation has more
technological power, edu-
cational power, political
power, voter power, and
economic power tied to
a two plus trillion-dollar
consumer aggregate buying
power. It’s up to the Afri-
can American community’s
leadership to build new
meta freedom spaces—
spaces built around strong
political voter presence,
with a strong community
economic education focus.

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com

August 10-16, 2023 | North Dallas Gazette | 3



Health

www.NorthDallasGazette.com

Cancer death rates among Black people have declined
but still remain higher than other ethnic groups

(NIH) From 1999 to
2019, rates of cancer deaths
declined steadily among
Black people in the United
States. Nevertheless, in
2019, Black people still had
considerably higher rates
of cancer death than people
in other racial and ethnic
groups, a large epidemio-
logic study has found. The
study was led by research-
ers at the National Cancer
Institute, part of the Nation-
al Institutes of Health, and
the findings appeared May
19 in JAMA Oncology.

“Even though there has
been a decline in cancer
mortality nationally among
Black people, they contin-
ued to bear a higher cancer
burden overall than all oth-
er racial and ethnic groups
studied,” said Wayne R.
Lawrence, Dr. P.H., of the
Metabolic  Epidemiology
Branch in NCI'’s Division of
Cancer Epidemiology and

for most cancer types; the

most rapid decreases were

in lung cancer among men
< (3.8% per year) and stom-
3 ach cancer among women
?(3.4% per year). However,
Z over the same 20-year pe-
< riod, deaths from liver can-
= cer increased among older
E Black men and women and
§ deaths from uterine can-
S cer increased among Black
S women.

Genetics, who led the study.

Dr. Lawrence and his
colleagues used death cer-
tificate data from the Na-
tional Center for Health
Statistics to analyze age-
adjusted cancer death rates
by age, sex, and cancer site
among non-Hispanic Black
people ages 20 and older
in the United States. They
then compared cancer death
rates in 2019 among Black
men and women with those

in other racial and ethnic
groups.

Between 1999 and 2019,
more than 1 million Black
men and women ages 20
and older died of cancer.
During that period, can-
cer death rates among this
group decreased by 2% per
year, with a more rapid de-
crease among men (2.6%

per year) than women
(1.5% per year).
Death rates declined

Dr. Lawrence noted that
the overall declines in can-
cer death rates in Black
people could be due to
some combination of im-
proved access to screening,
earlier detection, advances
in treatment, and behavioral
changes, such as declines in
cigarette smoking.

In their comparison of
cancer death rates among
racial and ethnic groups
in 2019, the researchers
found that Black men and
women had higher rates of

cancer death, both overall
and for most cancer types,
than white, Asian or Pacific
Islander, American Indian/
Alaska Native, and Hispan-
ic/Latino men and women.

For example, the prostate
cancer death rate among
Black men was nearly five
times higher than among
Asian or Pacific Islander
men. The breast cancer
death rate among Black
women was nearly 2.5 times
higher than among Asian or
Pacific Islander women.

“The disparity in deaths
likely reflects systemic and
preventable barriers to get-
ting quality care. Whether
it’s screening for cancer,
timely diagnosis, or the re-
ceipt of proven treatments,”
Dr. Lawrence explained.
“Black individuals continue
to have a delay in care or re-
ceive poorer care than their
white counterparts.”

One limitation of the

study is the broad group-
ings used for race and eth-
nicity, which could make it
harder to tease out differ-
ences among people who
are racially categorized as
Black, Dr. Lawrence said.
Another limitation is the
potential misclassification
of race and ethnicity and of
underlying cause of death
recorded on death certifi-
cates.

One cause for concern,
he noted, is the dispropor-
tionate effect of COVID-19
on access to cancer-related
medical care in Black com-
munities in the United
States, such as a larger

decline in breast cancer
screening among Black
women compared with
white women.

“These factors could

cause the decline in cancer
death rates among Black in-
dividuals to slow in coming
years,” Dr. Lawrence said.

Healthy lifestyle may help former smokers lower risk from all causes

(NCI) -- Former smokers
who stick to a healthy life-
style have a lower risk of
dying from all causes than
those who don’t engage in
healthy habits, according
to the study by research-
ers at NCI, part of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health
(NIH). The findings, which
appeared Sept. 22, 2022,
in JAMA Network Open,
come from an analysis of
a large group of former
smokers who participated
in the NIH-AARP Diet and
Health Study.

Research has found that
quitting smoking has a
transformative effect on
the lungs. Scientists from
the Wellcome Sanger In-

stitute and UCL discovered
people who had stopped
smoking had more geneti-
cally healthy lung -cells,
which have a much lower
risk of developing into
cancer, compared to cur-
rent smokers. This means
quitting smoking could
do much more than just
prevent further lung dam-
age. Researchers believe it
could allow new, healthy
cells to actively replenish
the lining of airways. And
the resulting shift in the
proportion of healthy to
damaged cells could help
protect against cancer.

This new understanding
puts former smokers more
on par with those who

have never smoked when
it comes to pushing back
disease through healthy
habits. This means having
smoked in the past will not
necessarily doom a person
forever to having a greater
risk of developing cancer.
If former smokers adopt
healthy lifestyles, they too
can protect their health.
Furthermore, former
smokers do not have to
have to totally transform
their lifestyle to see a bene-
fit. Even those who adopted
only one lifestyle recom-
mendation showed an ad-
vantage, though those who
adhered to more guide-
lines, experienced greater
benefits. Former smokers

who had the highest to-
tal adherence scores had
a 27% lower risk of death
from any cause than those
with the lowest scores. Par-
ticipants with the highest
scores saw a 24% reduc-
tion in risk of death from
cancer, 28% reduction in
risk of death from cardio-
vascular disease, and 30%
reduction in risk of death
from respiratory disease.
These reductions in risk
of death were observed
regardless of health status,
other health conditions,
how many cigarettes par-
ticipants used to smoke per
day, years since they quit,
and age they began smok-
ing.

Lifestyle interventions
have not been robustly
studied in former smok-
ers, and these new findings
could have important im-
plications for the 52 mil-
lion former smokers in the
United States.

“I was surprised to see
the robust associations
[with lifestyle],” said Maki
Inoue-Choi, Ph.D., of the
Division of Cancer Epide-
miology and Genetics at
NCI, lead author of the pa-
per. “Former smokers who
adhered to evidence-based
recommendations for body
weight, diet, physical ac-
tivity, and alcohol intake
had a lower risk of mor-
tality than former smokers

who didn’t adhere to these
recommendations.”

While quitting smoking
is well known to have many
health benefits, former
smokers still have a higher
risk of disease and prema-
ture death than people who
have never smoked. Yet,
these results highlight the
benefits of stopping smok-
ing completely, at any age.

The current analysis in-
cluded 159,937 former
smokers who had complet-
ed questionnaires asking
about lifestyle, demograph-
ics, and other health-relat-

See RISK, Page 11

-
TU LSA, from Page 1

law.

Further, he said the Dis-
trict Court allowed the
defendants to violate an

agreement made in open
court, promising not to file
new motions to dismiss the
survivors’ unjust enrich-

ment claims.

Despite the agreement,
the defendants filed a sec-
ond motion to dismiss the
unjust enrichment claims,
and to the dismay of the
survivors’ legal team, the

District Court granted
these baseless motions.

“It is imperative to rec-
ognize that allowing Judge
Wall’s decision to stand
will have severe implica-
tions for individuals and

businesses across Oklaho-
ma seeking to uphold their
legal rights,” Solomon-
Simmons emphasized.

He claimed that a fa-
vorable decision by the
Oklahoma Supreme Court

>

would “uphold the values
of justice and fairness for
all state residents and re-
solve the complaints of
those who had suffered
because of the Tulsa Race
Massacre.”

Check us out on Facebook!
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‘Hydrate the Hood’ returns for third annual gathering on Aug. 19

“Hydrate the Hood” will
return to Dallas on Aug.
19. This family, fun event
is led by Katrina Chaney of
The Dro Guapo Project and
is designed to connect with
the community and raise
awareness of the impact of
gun violence on communi-
ties.

The event will take place
from 11 am. to 3 p.m. at
Meadow Stone Park (2700
Meadow Stone Ln. in Dal-
las).

During the event, mem-
bers of The Dro Guapo
Project distribute cases
of water and juice to the
community and also invite

them to sit and listen to
music, enjoy light refresh-
ments and engage in con-
versation.

“We want to hydrate the
community not only with
water and juice but also
with knowledge of the im-

pacts of gun violence,”

says Chaney. “People need
to understand what happens
when a bullet leaves a gun.
You can not put the bullet
back in a gun once it is out.
It has to go somewhere. It
comes down somewhere.”

Chaney founded non-
profit The Dro Guapo Proj-
ect after the passing of her
son due to gun violence at
age 27.

In addition to community
awareness events like Hy-
drate the Hood, this organi-
zation aims to obtain a fa-
cility to offer youth access
to positive programming
to develop other interests

like poetry, art, dance and
music. Currently, Chaney
and her team also provides
meals to a community of
senior citizens in South
Dallas.

Champ Davis of Big Ball
Entertainment who knew
Dro Guapo, the non-profit
namesake, spoke to his
success and down the earth
character.

“We want to make a pos-
itive out of a negative situa-
tion and bring the attention
to stopping gun violence.
We have to start some-
where and it has to be with
our community and then
spread out like this COV-

White boaters in Montgomery messed around and

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

In a quintessential mess
around and find out mo-
ment, a group of white
boaters on the riverfront
in Montgomery, Alabama,
attacked a Black security
guard simply for doing his
job.

Within moments, sev-
eral African American men
came to the guard’s rescue,
pulverizing the aggressors.

Among those helping the

The guard had been However, the white

guard was an individual
dubbed “Black Aqua man”
because he swam across the

diligently working and re-
quested the boaters move

boaters violently refused,
attacking the guard who
tossed his hat in the air,

their vessel to allow a ship

river to intercede. to dock. apparently as a way of ac-

We Buy Ugly Heuses

Pretty Houses
Ugly Houses
Divorce
Inheritance
Problem Tenants
Need Repairs
Vacant House

Fire Damage
Estate Sale
Behind on payments
CALL 972-665-0170

W@ Buy Houses «. Fastl

]

knowledging that “it’s on.’

Eyewitness Lauren Spiv-
ey told CNN that for nearly
45 minutes the vessel ob-
structed the docking space
at Harriott I Riverboat at
Riverfront Park.

“The man, the white indi-
vidual, hurried down there,
and that’s when things es-
calated,” Spivey said, add-
ing that the guard simply
< informed the man that he
= needed to relocate to create
E space for the larger river-
A boat.

=
Q.‘
Z

3

“[The white boaters]
just didn’t think the rules
applied to them. It was so
avoidable. This never had
to have happened,” Leslie
Mawhorter, an eyewitness
to the incident, told Yahoo!
News.

“Everything just spiraled
from there,” Mawhorter
said. “I knew something
was going to go down,
because their attitude was
just, “You can’t tell us what
to do.” They were going to
be confrontational regard-

ID-19,” said Davis. “It has
to stop people are taking
loved ones. It is nonsense.”

In the year of 2020,
43,578 people in the Unit-
ed States died from gun
violence with 19,422 being
homicides.

The group seeks to pro-
vide distributed cases of
water, barbeque, and juice
to youth and families dur-
ing the hot summer months
and also shares information
about the impact of gun vi-
olence in communities.

For more informa-
tion about the Dro Guapo
Project, visit the facebook

page..

found out

less of who you were.”

The confrontation esca-
lated, with punches thrown
and chairs wielded as
weapons.

At least one individual
was tossed into the water
amidst the chaotic clash.

Police detained several
individuals, and charges are
pending.

At press time, the guard
and others involved hadn’t
been named.

See BOATERS, Page 13

-

“Da.te Augnst 19, 2023

'l'lme:'u-naam

MEQ&W

Sto;ﬁe Park

St¥ rtnthehood.
mbnngmgawarenmm
sle about the effect of GUN' N

- 3i00pm

s

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com

August 10-16, 2023 | North Dallas Gazette | 5



Education

www.NorthDallasGazette.com

Historical DNA study connects living people to enslaved
and free African Americans at early ironworks

HARVARD (Newswise)
-- A first-of-its-kind analysis
of historical DNA ties tens
of thousands of living peo-
ple to enslaved and free Af-
rican Americans. The study,
spurred by groups seeking
to restore ancestry knowl-
edge to African American
communities, provides a
new way to complement ge-
nealogical, historical, bioar-
chaeological, and biochemi-
cal efforts to reconstruct the
life histories of people omit-
ted from written records
and identify their present-
day relatives. The research
represents a collaboration
among Harvard University,
the Smithsonian Institution,
the genetic testing company
23andMe, and the Catoctin
Furnace Historical Society.

Described August 4 in
Science, the work reveals
how 27 individuals buried
at Catoctin Furnace were
related to each other, their
genetic conditions, where in
Africa and Europe they or
their ancestors likely came
from, and where in the U.S.
they have descendants and
other genetic relatives liv-
ing today. The enslaved and
free African Americans had
labored at an iron forge in
Maryland, known as Ca-
toctin Furnace, soon after
the founding of the United
States.

“Recovering African
American individuals’ di-
rect genetic connections to
ancestors heretofore buried
in the slave past is a giant
leap forward both scien-

Site of Catoctin Furnace in Maryland (star) and locations of de-identified study participants (colored dots).
Darker dots indicate more participants related to those at the burial site. (Harney / Newswise)

tifically and genealogically,
opening new possibilities
for those passionate about
the search for their own
family roots,” said study co-
author Henry Louis Gates
Jr., the Alphonse Fletcher
University Professor and di-
rector of the Hutchins Cen-
ter for African & African
American Research in Har-
vard University’s Faculty of
Arts and Sciences and host
of the genealogy and genet-
ics TV show “Finding Your
Roots.”

Until now, genetic in-
sights into the identities and
ancestries of early African
Americans were limited to
what could be gleaned from
mitochondrial DNA, which
is passed through mothers;
from Y-chromosome DNA
in males; and from compari-
sons to DNA sequences in
public databases, often lack-
ing sufficient numbers of

Black participants.

The first to link ancient
DNA technology with a
personal ancestry testing
database and to use the new
algorithm, the new study
sequences sites from across
the historical individuals’
entire genomes, compar-
ing sequences to a database
with de-identified DNA in-
formation from more than
9 million living people, and
using a new method to de-
termine how genetically re-
lated people are.

“Our study combines for
the first time two transfor-
mative developments in
genomics in the last decade:
ancient DNA technology,
which makes it possible to
efficiently sequence whole-
genome data from human
remains, and direct-to-con-
sumer genetic databases
that contain data from mil-
lions of people who have

consented to participate in
research,” said co-senior au-
thor David Reich, professor
of genetics in the Blavatnik
Institute at Harvard Medical
School and professor of hu-
man evolutionary biology in
Harvard’s FAS. “This work
demonstrates the power of
DNA to provide informa-
tion about ancestral ori-
gins,” he added.

If an African American
descends from an ances-
tor who was free before the
Civil War, tracing their rela-
tionships can be done rela-
tive easily, said Gates. How-
ever, enslaved ancestors can
be extraordinarily difficult
to trace due to the informa-
tion vacuum created by the
transatlantic slave trade,
slavery, and systemic racist
practices that endured fol-
lowing abolition, the study
authors said. The mixing
over many generations also

makes it difficult.

“Our enslaved ancestors’
identities remain suspended
in silence and anonymity in
the abyss of slavery,” said
Gates, often falling off an
information cliff at around
1870; before then, the U.S.
Census did not list en-
slaved African Americans
by name. “We can, and do,
discover enslaved ances-
tors before 1870, but we can
only do so by finding their
names in records related to
the white people who en-
slaved them,” said Gates.
This study allowed us to
make connections between
individuals who died more
than 200 years ago and their
living descendants, he said.

Until now, historical so-
ciety staff could study only
written records and the bone
and tooth characteristics
of individuals who’d been
buried at Catoctin Furnace.
Those individuals’ remains
were not exhumed to con-
duct the work but rather had
been excavated in the late
1970s as part of an unre-
lated highway construction
project. The Smithsonian
has held the remains since
then.

The new method, Ge-
nome sequencing, analyzes
DNA segments shared by
two or more because they
were inherited from a re-
cent common ancestor. For
example, cousins may have
identical DNA segments in-
herited from a shared grand-
parent. “The more identical
DNA segments a person

shares, and the longer those
segments are, the more
likely they are to be a very
close relative,” the authors
explained.

Because the 23andMe da-
tabase included geographic
information, the study team
was able to determine that
Maryland has the highest
concentration of close rela-
tives, revealing that some
relatives did not move far
from Catoctin Furnace as
the generations passed.

The researchers found
the Catoctin individuals
descended from a small
number of African groups,
particularly the Wolof and
Mandinka of Senegambia in
West Africa and the Kongo
of Central Africa. Many had
some European ancestry,
mainly from Britain and
Ireland and mainly on the
paternal side. This aligns
with known histories of sex-
ual exploitation of enslaved
people by their enslavers
and others in positions of
power. It also aligns with
statistics in the Trans-At-
lantic Slave Trade Database
showing about 25 percent
of African American ances-
tors were shipped to North
America from Senegambia
and another 25 percent from
Kongo-Angola, said Gates.

For more details about
the study, its authors and
funding, visit https:/www.
newswise.com/articles/his-
torical-dna-study-connects-
living-people-to-enslaved-
and-free-african-americans-
at-early-ironworks.

-
CH UTKAN, from Page 2

he pleaded guilty to misde-
meanor charges of storm-
ing the U.S. Capitol on
Jan. 6, Chutkan insisted
that there must be conse-
quences “beyond sitting
at home” for individuals
involved in an attempted

violent overthrow of the
U.S. government.

“If Mr. Mazzocco walks
away with probation and
a slap on the wrist, that’s
not going to deter anyone
trying what he did again,”
Chutkan asserted from the

bench.

“It does not, in this
Court’s opinion, indicate
the severity — the grav-
ity of the offenses that he
committed on Jan. 6.”

Ultimately, she sen-
tenced Mazzocco to 45
days in jail and 60 hours of
community service.

Many observers said her
stance reflects a belief in
the importance of holding
individuals accountable for
their actions during the in-
surrection.

The judge has refused to
bow to political pressure or
executive privilege.

In addition to denying

Trump’s emergency mo-
tion in 2021, attempting to
prevent the National Ar-
chives from turning over
his administration’s re-
cords to the January 6 com-
mittee, she has remained
steadfast in upholding the
law.

“For a lot of people,

>

I seem to check a lot of
boxes: immigrant, woman,
Black, Asian. Your qualifi-
cations are always going to
be subject to criticism and
you have to develop a thick
skin,” Chutkan was quoted
as saying in a February
2022 profile posted by the
federal judiciary.

<
LAC KS, from Page 2

against those companies
However, Maryland
Democratic Rep. Kweisi
Mfume and fellow Mary-
land Democrats U.S. Sens.
Chris Van Hollen and Ben

Cardin have introduced
legislation  seeking to
award Lacks a Congres-
sional Gold Medal posthu-
mously.

The lawmakers said the

goal is to ensure her con-
tributions are honored and
acknowledged for genera-
tions, as the cells she un-
knowingly provided con-
tinue to benefit millions
worldwide.

Lacks’ story has since

become a best-selling
book and, in 2017, Oprah
Winfrey starred in the big
screen biopic, “The Im-
mortal Life of Henrietta
Lacks.”

“It’s a real honor to have
a family member whose ge-

netic makeup is that impor-
tant to the world,” Lacks’
grandson, Ron Lacks, said
in an earlier interview.
“When people are profit-
ing from her, and some of
my family members can’t
even afford proper medical

>
[care], you know, it’s like
she’s on the auction block,”
he said.

“You know, as loving as
my grandmother was, she
would have definitely said,
‘Well, what about her fam-
ily?*”
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Murphy sets special election for vacant council seat

The City of Murphy an-
nounces the scheduling of
a Special Election on Nov.
7, 2023, to fill the Place 2
City Council seat being va-
cated by Jennifer Berthiau-
me. The election is to fulfill
the current unexpired term
which ends in 2025.

The vacant seat on the
Council, like each of the
seven seats, is at-large,
meaning that anyone who
meets the qualifying crite-
ria is eligible to place their
name for consideration, re-
gardless of where in Mur-
phy they live.

The filing period began

CASA of Collin County urgently
seeking male volunteer advocates
to transform children’s lives

MCKINNEY -- Court
Appointed Special Advo-
cates (CASA) of Collin
County is issuing an urgent
call for male volunteer ad-
vocates.

In an effort to create a
lasting impact and foster the

delivered in person or sent
in by U.S. mail to the City
Secretary’s Office, 206 N.
Murphy Road, Murphy,
TX 75094 by 5 p.m. on the
deadline in order to qualify.
E Mailed applications must
2. be received, not just post-
S marked, by 5 p.m. on Aug.
\b 21,2023, to be accepted.
The candidate applica-
= tion is available for review

iand completion at https://
< www.murphytx.org/904/
X Candidate-Packet-Num-
ber-One---For-Specia  or
one may be obtained by
contacting City Secretary
Susie Quinn at squinn@

online,
scanned,

signed,
submitted
by email to squinn@mur-
phytx.org. They can also be

printed,
and

on Wednesday, Aug. 2,
and will remain open until
Monday, Aug. 21. Appli-
cations can be completed

futures of children in need, the urgency of this call for

murphytx.org, or by calling
(972) 468-4011.

Candidates deemed eli-
gible to run will participate
in a drawing on Tuesday,
Aug. 29, at 5:45 p.m. to
choose the order of ap-
pearance on the ballot.
The deadline to withdraw
as a candidate is 5 p.m. on
Monday, Aug. 28.

While the election is
Tuesday, Nov. 7, the dead-
line to register to vote is
Tuesday, Oct. 10, in order
to be eligible to vote in
this election. Registration
forms are available online
at the Collin County web

DART'’S turning 40

and we're celebrating
with YOU

site:  http://www.co.collin.
tx.us/elections/voter_regis-
tration/index.jsp.

Early voting by personal
appearance will begin on
Monday, Oct. 23 and end
on Friday, Nov. 3. Official
announcement of the lo-
cations for early voting is
pending. Generally, early
voting locations include
the Murphy Community
Center, 205 North Murphy
Road, the Collin County
Elections Office, 2010 Red-
bud Blvd, #102, in McKin-
ney, along with a number
of locations throughout
Collin County.

CASA of Collin County rec-
ognizes the exceptional role
that male role models can
play in a child’s life. The
organization firmly believes
that every child deserves the
opportunity to thrive, and

THE DATE

- 08. 31 2023

Watters Creek Golf Course (Courses at Watters Creek),
7201 Chase Oaks Blvd, Plano, Texas.
More Information: craigmartinsr@sbcglobal.net or 214.264.7824

TOURNAMENT

L o | le ENZ

FOR CHILDREN

all volunteers is crucial to
making a difference.

Male volunteer advocates
bring unique perspectives
and experiences that will

See CASA, Page 14

(and our entire crew)

As we look forward to the future of DART,
let's celebrate 40 years of milestones and
memories made possible by our riders,
employees, and community pariners
across all our service cities.

Learn more at DART.org /40th

[="%

Forty Proud. Forly Forward,
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Emotionally resonant, family-oriented stage play, ‘Mama’s Daughters,’

to be presented at the Black Academy of Arts and Letters in Dallas

A compelling gospel
stage production that has
garnered rave reviews,
“Mama’s Daughters” ar-
rives in Dallas Saturday,
Aug. 26, delving into the
intricate dynamics of a
mother and her daughters.
Written and directed by
Kerry-Ann Zamore, the
thought-provoking  play
shines a light on the com-
plex relationships shared
among siblings, as well as
the profound bond between
mother and child.

“Mama’s Daughters”
boasts an extraordinary
cast, including Dallas’

CeCe Godbolt as matriarch
Contessah Irene. Godbolt is
an award-winning gospel
recording artist also known
for her unforgettable por-
trayal of Effie in the off-
Broadway production of
“Dream Girls.” Joining her

Cheryl P. Williamson of Dallas-based, award-winning Williamson
Media Group. (Courtesy photo)

is actress Kaylynn Wilker-
son, singer-songwriter Jor-
dan Orionn, and radio per-
sonalities Roland “Stew”
Hype Stewart and Lady T.
Filled with music, com-
edy and plenty of poignant
moments, the play is execu-
tive produced by Dallas-
based Cheryl P. William-

son of Williamson Media
Group. Williamson is an
award-winning filmmaker,
philanthropist and interna-
tional personality.

Zamore, as a multifacet-
ed artist encompassing the
roles of writer, director and
playwright, strives to pres-
ent sincere and relatable

narratives that profoundly
engage audiences, forging
a reflective connection with
her characters. Her primary
objective storytelling is to
craft immersive encounters
that not only inspire trans-
formation but foster mean-
ingful dialogues among
viewers.

“The audience will find
themselves and their fam-
ily members in one of these
characters. This story will
touch hearts in so many dif-
ferent ways, whether it is to
rebuild or nurture the rela-
tionships we have with our
siblings and our parents,”
said Zamore.

Zamore, an only child,
admits  her inspiration
came from time spent with
girlfriends, watching the
hilarious fast-paced and
sometimes tense interac-
tions between siblings and

especially their mothers.
The play also explores the
role of “aunties” and their
impact on a family.

Being responsive to emo-
tional needs is also at the
core of Zamore’s day job.
She’s known as “Dr. Za-
more” on the University of
Mary Hardin-Baylor cam-
pus where she serves as an
assistant professor and di-
rector of social work field
education.

Following highly suc-
cessful sold-out perfor-
mances in Killeen and
Waco, Texas, “Mama’s
Daughters” arrives in Dal-
las with renewed energy
and anticipation. This com-
pelling production eagerly
seeks to captivate audienc-
es, passionately highlight-
ing the remarkable — and
universal — strength and
significance of the mother-

Medicare Part D now covers.»

all recommended vaccines

at no cost 1o you.

Medicare.gov

PAID FOR BY THE L.S. DEPARTMENT
OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

daughter bond. With un-
wavering dedication, it con-
tinues its mission of shining
a spotlight on the enduring
power found within these
cherished relationships.

The play begins at 7 p.m.
and will be presented in
the Bruton Theatre at The
Black Academy of Arts and
Letters (1309 Canton St.,
Dallas). Tickets are avail-
able at Ticketmaster with
general admission at $45
and VIP at $75.

A multi-talented award-
winning filmmaker, Kerry-
Ann Zamore is president
at the Waco Central Texas
Chapter of Jack and Jill
of America Inc. Zamore
actively contributes as a
member of the Waco Cen-
tral Texas Chapter of Links
Inc. and is also associated
with the Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority.

Don't let preventable diseases keep you from
doing the things you love. Talk to your doctor
about which vaccines are right for you.
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Entertainment

Film Review: ‘Talk to Me:’ Wicked is as wicked does

By Dwight Brown
NNPA Film Critic

(***) Every time they
hold the hand and say:
“Talk to Me,” something
wicked their way comes.
So, you’d think they’d stop.
Right? No!

Hell hath no fury like
teenagers left alone in a
room with time on their
hands. They’ll find trouble
where there is none. That’s
the premise of this mostly
engrossing horror film.
Writers Danny Philippou
and Bill Hinzman know
how to create compelling
characters, seed their back-
grounds, add distinguishing
characteristics and propel
them into situations that go
beyond the human realm.
As first-time  directors,
twin brothers Danny and
codirector Michael Philip-
pou guide a cast of young
actors, who have a very
natural presence, as they
encounter something evil
in suburban Adelaide, Aus-

Sophie Wilde in Talk to Me. (Photo by Matt Thorne)

tralia. Game on.

A hand balanced on a
severed forearm sits on a
table. Word is if you grasp
it a spirit will possess you
and take you to another
place. Some have tried
it and bragged about the
experience. Mia (Sophie
Wilde) steps up in a room
full of tweens and teens to
try her luck. It’s her des-
tiny. Her mom committed
suicide and she’s become
a surrogate sister to her
best friend Jade (Alexan-
dra Jensen), Jade’s very
young brother Riley (Joe

Bird) and a second daugh-
ter to Jade’s mom (Miranda
Otto). Mia seeks answers
from the great beyond
through the supernatural.
The crowd encourages her:
“Do it! Do it! Do it!”
Weird things happen af-
ter Mia holds the hand. She
goes into a hallucinating
trance. One by one other
kids try it. They’re egged
on by two older adoles-
cents, Joss (Chris Alosio)
and Hayley (Zoe Terakes),
who act like older kids
buying beers for younger
ones just to watch them

throw up. The incorrigibles
start the proceedings with
a chant: “Light a candle
to open the door. Blow it
out to close it.” The deep-
er and more frequent Mia
and the others go into the
hand’s daze the crazier the
real world gets. Things go
wrong when little Riley
experiments. The power of
the hand is unleashed.

Mia, haunted be her
mom’s death, needs an-
swers and that’s her im-
petuous for experimenting
with the five-finger demon.
That yearning explains her
torment and bad decisions.
Her best friend is also dat-
ing her ex (Otis Dhanji),
which adds tension. The
needy protagonist and curi-
ous plotline are just enough
to pull audiences through
to the end. Scare tactics and
macabre images will keep
viewers on edge. Mia’s
crossed signals with her
adopted family add sorrow
add mixed emotions to the
mix.

The movie starts with a
bang, and teen genre fans
looking for  disturbing
horror films will get just
enough of what they want.
What’s on view is never
plausible but usually en-
gaging. Sometimes scary.
Sometimes weird. Creepy.
That’s because the Philip-
pou brothers have a good
sense of when to end a
scene (editor Geoff Lamb),
when to frighten and how
to get emotionally peaked
performances from a very
young cast.

The ensemble never
steps out of character, no
matter how improbable
the situation. While Wilde
and Otto are the standouts,
best supporting actor must
go to the embalmed hand.
Obviously, this budget-
challenged thriller was not
made for a fortune. So ku-
dos to its casting directors
(Nikki Barrett, Kelly Gra-
ham), production designer
(Bethany Ryan), costume
designer (Anna Cahill),

composer (Cornel Wilczek)
and cinematographer (Aar-
on McLisky) for giving the
film a feel that seems genu-
ine in a genre where that
isn’t even a requirement.

Talk to Me joins a swarm
of other little horror films
trying to bust out and make
the big bucks the tiny indie
The Blair Witch Project did
years ago--$248M world-
wide. That kind of success
may or may not be in the
cards. But a smart Ameri-
can producer would buy
the rights to this project,
cast up-and-coming young
actors and start a franchise
that could become another
Scream locomotive.

Adolescents will relate to
these kids. Genre fans may
like to see a cursed hand
drive Australians crazy.
Stranger things have hap-
pened. Wicked is as wicked
does.

Visit NNPA News Wire
Film Critic Dwight Brown
at DwightBrownlInk.com.

First Black woman to produce cinematic hip-hop musical, debuts film at gala

Deborah Jane, the
screenwriter and Executive
Producer of Strange Fruit:
The Hip-Hopera, is the first
Black woman filmmaker to
ever produce a cinematic
Hip-Hop-musical. Her
groundbreaking film re-
cently celebrated its Red
Carpet Gala and Film Pre-
miere held at the Frida Cin-
ema in Santa Ana, Califor-
nia. The event was a unique
milestone, not merely a
single evening of celebra-
tion, but the start of a series
of vibrant gatherings aimed

at promoting global racial
reconciliation.

In an ongoing journey to
produce Strange Fruit as a
feature film, the Red Car-
pet Gala showcased a com-
pelling Antebellum slave
scene from the film — a
spellbinding dance shot in
the cotton fields of Georgia.
The movie’s storyline fol-
lows LaShelle Robinson, a
modern African American
Wall Street executive, who
embarks on a historical
journey to lift an ances-
tral curse by rescuing her

<
PLAN, from Page 3

Pastor Haynes’ ques-
tion at the TBAAL Town
Hall meeting, “What’s the
plan?* deserves an answer
from our collective Afri-
can American community’s
leadership—One man can’t
do it alone. Congratula-
tions, Brother Haynes,
on your Operation Push
appointment. Know the
community is here to help
you answer the question,

“What’s the plan?”

The African Americans
community can’t simply
rely on old political coali-
tions as constructed cur-
rently. The vote, while es-
sential, is insufficient in
and of itself. The vote must
be connected to Freedom
Rides 2.0 actions to cre-
ate movement the African
American community can
see and feel.

>

enslaved ancestor from a
lynching. The premiered
scene, “Hear the Cry,” left a
profound impression, cap-
turing the raw emotion and
strength that embody the
narrative of Strange Fruit.
Simultaneously, the event

marked the official launch
of House of Deborah Jane
Studios, a multicultural film
studio dedicated to cham-
pioning diverse voices in
cinema and making a social
and spiritual impact in the
world. The studio opens in

the heart of Orange County
and has partnered with local
church, The Sound in Santa
Ana. They are actively rais-
ing funds to continue the
production of Strange Fruit
into a feature film.
Sponsors, including Un-

cle Nearest Whiskey and
the Orange County Com-
munity Foundation’s Af-
rican American Alliance
Fund, added to the vibrant
atmosphere. The gala was a

See GALA, Page 13
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NDG Book Review: ‘The Peach Seed’ is a good,

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

Your entire life has been
filled with milestones to
meet, and many firsts.

Your first tooth and first
steps were celebrated. Your
first word and first day of
school were recorded; grad-
uations, proms, puppy love,
and beyond, you’ve en-
joyed years of achievement.
It’s true that milestones are
fewer as you age; still, as in
the new book “The Peach
Seed” by Anita Gail Jones”
life sometimes throws you a
pleasant surprise.

There was no mistaking
that perfume.

He hadn’t smelled it
in decades but Fletcher

ANITA GAIL JHIZINES

Dukes, on his weekly visit
to Piggly Wiggly with his
sister, Olga, knew that scent
immediately. He didn’t say
anything; he figured Olga
smelled it, too, and if the as-
yet-unseen woman wearing

the fragrance was who he
thought she was, it’d take
Olga a minute to find the
girl Fletcher loved once and
who broke his heart.

In the years since, Fletch-
er had moved on but he nev-
er forgot the woman or her
perfume. So what was she
doing back in Albany after
all this time, after Fletcher
married another woman,
had three daughters, helped
raise a grandson? Could he
still think about her when
he had his hands full trying
get his 20-something grand-
son, Bo D, to step up like a
man?

Fletcher tried not to wor-
ry, there was no use in it.
But it pricked his mind: the

woman he loved as a young
man — all during Civil
Rights protests, arrests and
marches and beatings — was
back in town for reasons he
didn’t know.

It was probably compli-
cated, just like his relation-
ship with his grandson was.

Fletcher had recently
found a peach-pit carved
monkey necklace in a fruit
bowl where Bo D must’ve
thrown it, rejecting Fletch-
er’s long-ago gift and a pre-
cious right of passage that
every Dukes male had en-
joyed for more than a cen-
tury. Rejecting it. That hurt.

Knowing, but not re-
ally knowing where the first
monkey Fletcher had ever

carved was kept... now, that
hurt, too.

Who says you can’t learn
history from a novel? You
can, as you’ll see when
you’re inside “The Peach
Seed,” where author Anita
Gail Jones leans heavily on
real events in World His-
tory to tell a story that spans
from 1796 to 2013, across
two continents and several
states.

Yes, that’s a chasm to
cover and it may be too
wide.

Jones does something
difficult here: the dialogue
in this tale is easy, like a
casual conversation but the
story seems over-padded.
There’s a lot of random-

if somewhat long, read

ness here, pages of bicker-
ing siblings, aimless mus-
ing, characters that feel like
they belong in another kind
of book.

Still, these flaws are
mostly overcome by good
main characters that are
sometimes caricatures, but
aren’t totally disagreeable.
A few, in fact, are down-
right pleasant, like an elder-
ly neighbor you’ve grown
fond of.

Had this book been 50
pages shorter, it would’ve
been a big winner; as it is,
it’s not bad, just too long.
“The Peach Seed” is worth
a try. For the right reader, it
might still meet your expec-
tations.

Escape the apocalypse at annual Guts & Gory Zombie Run and Challenge

MESQUITE - Every
September, zombies attack
at Rorie-Galloway Day
Camp in Mesquite. Or at
least volunteers in zombie
costumes as part of the an-
nual Guts & Gory Zombie
Run and Challenge.

On Sept. 16, runners
are invited to race through
the woods to escape the
zombie apocalypse. This
unique event includes a
3K race with participants
competing in challenges,

WWith Special Crirest
BLOODY CIVILIAN

obstacles and missions de-
signed to test their strength,
speed and problem-solving
abilities.

Racers will work in
teams of up to 5 members
to escape the zombies and
complete challenges along
the way. The race route in-
cludes an optional mud pit.
Runners sign up individual-
ly for a flight time, with the
first set starting at 9 a.m.

Not interested in racing?
Volunteers are needed for

the zombie horde. Dress in
your best zombie costume
(nothing too revealing, pro-
vocative or horrific). Zom-
bies will get free theatrical
makeup applied courtesy of
event sponsor The Parker
House, a haunted house at-
traction in Denton. Regis-
tration is free for zombies.
Flight times for zombie
participants start at 8 a.m.
The Guts & Gory Zombie
Run and Challenge may be
too intense for some peo-

ple. The event will feature a
form of live entertainment
that simulates the experi-
ence of escaping from zom-
bies, including mild images
of gore. Also, participants
are advised that the race
route includes a section in
which powdered pigment
will be thrown on runners.
Parents should use discre-
tion when registering their
children.

All participants must be

12 years old or older. Space
for runners and zombies is
limited. All registrants will
receive a free race t-shirt.
Rorie-Galloway Day
Camp is located at 3100
Lawson Road in Mesquite.

The fee for runners is $20
per racer over age 17 and
$10 per runner ages 12-17.

For more information
and to register, visit www.
cityofmesquite.com/Guts-
AndGoryRun

Facebook.com/

NorthDallasGazette

with your child’s
vaccines!

Parkland is here to help you
prepare your child for the new
school year by providing all

state required immunizations!

Parkland
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CFPB returns $17.5 billion to 200 million defrauded consumers

By Charlene Crowell

This year marks the 12th
anniversary of an impor-
tant consumer protection
that sprang as a response
to millions of foreclosures
and the resulting Great Re-
cession. Today, just as then,
all consumers need assur-
ances that whether pur-
chasing goods or services,
they pay a fair price. For
the first time in our nation’s
history, a federal agency’s
sole role became dedicated
to consumers’ financial
protection.

Since its creation, , the
Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau (CFPB)
has honored its mission
by returning a cumula-
tive total of $17.5 billion
to 200 million consumers
who have been harmed by
violations of federal con-
sumer financial protection
law. Its Victim Relief Fund,
administers the return of
hard-earned monies to con-
sumers as cancelled debts,
reduced principal, and oth-
er illegal transactions.

A second use of this
same fund underwrites
costs for consumer educa-
tion and financial literacy
outreach with two distinct
constituencies: economi-
cally vulnerable consumers

who want to improve their
approach to money man-
agement, and recent veter-
ans who are transitioning
from service member to
veteran life, as well as mili-
tary widows and widowers.

One-on-one financial
coaching helps consumers
learn how to manage their
money more effectively
and achieve their financial
goals. While gaining key
insights on ways to distin-
guish between useful finan-
cial products and frauds,
consumers of different
cultural, ethnic, racial, and
other backgrounds become
alert to scams targeted to
urban and rural communi-
ties.

Each day, the CFPB re-
ceives an average of 3,000
complaints. Additionally,
the agency reports that 50
million consumers have ac-
cessed its web-based “Ask
CFPB” database for an-
swers to hundreds of com-
mon financial questions.

But despite these mea-
surable and successful ef-
forts, many of the same
organizations that opposed
CFPB’s creation over a de-
cade ago have since shifted
their goals to weakening the
agency in a variety of ways.
Recent court filings con-
tinue to question whether

the agency meets constitu-
tional muster, while others
seek to change the agency’s
current independent finan-
cial status to annual Con-
gressional appropriations.
Opponents also want to
change the agency’s leader-
ship from a single director
to a multi-member com-
mission, curtail the number
of businesses subject to its
scrutiny, and more.

In response to these re-
newed anti-consumer ef-
forts, an 84-member co-
alition representing Civil
Rights, unions, consumer
advocates, antitrust and
general public interest
groups at the local, state
and national levels sent a
strong statement of support
for CFPB to key committee
leaders in the U.S. House
and the Senate.

“Americans see an agen-
cy responsibly undertaking
the job given to it by Con-
gress: making consumer
financial markets fairer and
more transparent, putting
money back in the pock-
ets of wronged consumers,
and policing rules of the
road that make the finan-
cial system work better for
responsible businesses and
consumers alike”, wrote
the advocates.

“It has required lend-

<
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ed information between
1995 and 1996 when they
joined the NIH-AARP
Diet and Health Study. The
participants, whose aver-
age age at study entry was
62.6 years, were followed
for approximately 19
years. During the follow-
up period, which extended
through 2019, 86,127 par-
ticipants died. Death infor-
mation, including cause of
death, came from the Na-
tional Death Index.

For each participant, the
researchers calculated a
total adherence score rang-
ing from no adherence to
full adherence. The total
adherence score incorpo-
rated individual scores for
body mass index, based on
guidelines from the World
Health Organization; for

dietary quality, based on
the Dietary Guidelines for
Americans, 2010-2015; for
physical activity, based on
the second edition of the
Physical Activity Guide-
lines for Americans; and
for alcohol use, based on
the Dietary Guidelines for
Americans, 2020-2025.

The researchers evaluat-
ed the benefit from adher-
ence for individual lifestyle
recommendations. In each
case, people with the high-
est score had a lower risk
of death than those with the
lowest score: 17% lower
for physical activity, 14%
lower for body weight, 9%
lower for diet quality, and
4% lower for alcohol in-
take.

The researchers cau-
tioned that studies based

>

on self-reported data can
only show associations, not
establish cause and effect.
Although the researchers
controlled for many factors
that could have confounded
the associations, they said
they cannot rule out the
possibility that other fac-
tors may have affected the
associations they observed.

The researchers also
noted that more studies are
needed to explore the as-
sociations between adher-
ing to lifestyle recommen-
dations and risk of death
among former smokers in
more diverse populations.
“The NIH-AARP study is a
predominantly White pop-
ulation with relatively high
socioeconomic status,” Dr.
Inoue-Choi said. “These
research questions need to
be extended to other popu-
lations.”

ers who break the law to
return billions of dollars
directly to individuals try-
ing to make ends meet; it
is establishing a more level
playing field in crucial ar-
eas of the market; and it is
doing so in an accountable
and transparent fashion,”
the advocates continued.
One emerging area of
concern for consumers and
CFPB is medical debt that
impacts over 100 million
Americans -- accounting
for a staggering $433.2 bil-
lion of out-of-pocket ex-
penses, according to CFPB.
“Poor medical billing
and collection practices can
result in patients delaying
or declining needed medi-
cal care while they struggle
to cope with the financial
consequences of the debt
burden placed upon them,
even when that debt bur-
den derives from predatory
pricing, faulty, inaccurate
billing, or insurance com-
pany runarounds,” noted
Rohit Chopra, CFPB’s Di-
rector, in a July 11 hearing

on Capitol Hill.

“In fact, consumers re-
port that errors in medical
billing and insurance pay-
ment are common. Among
those with medical debt,
more than four in ten say
they received an inaccurate
bill, and nearly seven in ten
say they were asked to pay
a bill that should have been
covered by insurance.”

“While medical payment
products can offer an en-
ticing promise of cost sav-
ings, convenient payment
plans and administrative

........

Bill Cohn - Since 1976

Dallas / Frisco i

ease for medical provid-
ers, our research indicates
that in many cases, patients
who use these products end
up worse off,” said Chopra.

Chopra continues, “Our
research shows that these
payment products have less
favorable terms than other
general credit products
and can land patients with
significant amounts of de-
ferred interest. Indeed, over
a three-year period, patients
paid $1 billion in deferred

See CFPB, Page 12
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cally.

* Form setter (Paving)

Rate: Negotiable

position)
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TION

Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing business
in the North Texas market since 1963. With clients such as TxDOT, Dallas County
Public Works, and the Cities of Dallas, Fort Worth, Richardson, and Mansfield
(plus many others), we have a strong backlog of work in the highway market lo-

We are currently hiring for the following positions:

* Boom Mobile Crane (CDL)

* Concrete Finishers (Paving)

e Laborer (Paving, Structures)

* Batch Plant Operator (Concrete)

* Concrete Paving Operator (Paving)

* Motor Grader Operator (Earthwork)

* Barricade Servicer (Must have valid DL)

* CDL Drivers (Water Truck, End Dump, Belly Dump)
Available: multiple openings

Must have own transportation.
Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (depending on

Physical and Drug Screen Required
Must have a Clear Background
Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs.)

Ed Bell
Construction
Company

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Must apply in PERSON, Monday - Friday from 8am to 11am
@ 10605 Harry Hines Blvd.
Please visit our website: www.edbellconstruction.com/careers
Or email your resume to: careers@edbellconstruction.com
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Employee ownership provides significant advantages

WASHINGTON - A
new survey by the National
Center for Employee Own-
ership (NCEO) finds that
workers who own their
companies through em-
ployee stock ownership
plans (ESOPS) have signif-
icantly greater retirement
security than most Ameri-
can workers. At a time
when many businesses are
experiencing high turnover
rates and staffing shortages,
employee-owned S corpo-
rations also report better
employee retention through
a corporate culture that fos-
ters worker satisfaction, the
survey reveals.

“The evidence continues
to show that employee-
owned businesses and their
employees are faring bet-
ter than most, positioning
them to better withstand
the challenges of a volatile
economy,” said Stephanie
Silverman, President and
CEO of the Employee-
Owned S Corporations of
America (ESCA), which
commissioned the survey.
“As business leaders pre-
pare for possible economic
uncertainty ahead, ESOP-
owned private firms offer
a compelling model for po-
sitioning workers and com-
panies alike.”

Key findings of the sur-

vey include:

* ESOP leaders report
voluntary quit rates of their
employees at roughly one-
third of the national aver-

age.

* Nearly 80 percent of S
ESOP leaders feel they are
able to do better than their
non-ESOP competitors
when it comes to retaining
and recruiting employees.

* Employee-owners are
experiencing layoffs at
nearly one-fourth of the na-
tional average.

* Nearly 80 percent of
S ESOP leaders believe
employee-ownership helps
them manage economic
disruptions.

* Employee-owners are
staying put because of the
benefits. ESOP respon-
dents estimate that the me-
dian ESOP account balance

<
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interest on medical credit
cards. This deferred inter-
est isn’t something that’s
fair or transparent — peo-
ple can find themselves hit
with large and unexpected
interest costs even when
they’ve been making pay-
ments on the bill all along.”
For the Center for Re-
sponsible Lending (CRL),
a nonprofit, non-partisan
research and policy ad-
vocacy organization that
called for CFPB’s creation,
and continues to defend
the embattled agency, the
key difference between the
CFPB and its opposition is
akin to the difference be-
tween right and wrong.
“The  Bureau curbs

>

worst practices, punishes
repeat offenders, and cre-
ates a stable regulatory
environment for consumer
finance,” wrote CRL to a
subcommittee of the House
Financial Services Com-
mittee. “Inversely, those
who stand to benefit from
neutering the CFPB peddle
in worst practices, break
the law repeatedly, and
seek to exploit an incon-
sistent regulatory environ-
ment with unsafe products
and services.”

Charlene Crowell is a
senior fellow with the Cen-
ter for Responsible Lend-
ing. She can be reached at
Charlene.crowell@respon-
siblelending.org.

across their participants is
$80,500, not accounting
for other retirement savings

vehicles they provide like a
401(k).

The study’s release fol-
lows the introduction of
new Dbipartisan legisla-
tion by U.S. Senators Ben

< Cardin (D-MD) and Steve
QDames (R-MT) and U.S.
B 5 Representatives

Mike

E Blumenauer (D-OR) — the
& Promotion and Expansion
§ of Private Employee Own-
§ ership Act of 2023 — that
= would provide better incen-

tives for employee own-
ership, as well as much-
needed technical assistance

in uncertaln economy, new survey finds

for those companies that
are interested in forming an
ESOP.

The NCEO’s survey,
which reflects responses
from more than 100 execu-
tives of ESOP-owned com-
panies, follows others that
have clearly demonstrated
benefits to workers and
companies of the ESOP-
ownership model. A 2022
study by NCEO found that
employee ownership pro-
vided exceptional resilien-
cy and financial security in
the face of pandemic-driv-
en economic challenges.

A 2021 survey of work-
ers at ESOP companies
by John Zogby Strategies
found that those workers
reported being far better off
financially than other U.S.
workers, many of whom
were hit hard economically
by the COVID-19 crisis.

* Read NCEO’s full find-
ings at https://esca.us/wp-
content/uploads/2023/07/
NCEO-report-FINAL.pdf.

* To learn more about
the Employee-Owned S
Corporations of America
(ESCA), visit https://esca.
us/.

McKinney Housing Authority

Amendment to the 2023 ANNUAL PLAN & SIGNIFICANT AMENDMENT TO

THE FIVE YEAR PLAN

PUBLIC MEETINGS NOTICE

The Quality Housing & Work Responsibility Act of 1998 requires the McKinney Housing Authority to submit an Agency

Plan each year.

The PHA Plan is a comprehensive guide to public housing agency (PHA) policies, programs, operations, and strategies for
meeting local housing needs and goals. There are two parts to the PHA Plan: the 5-Year Plan, which each PHA submits to
HUD once every 5th PHA fiscal year, and the Annual Plan, which is submitted to HUD every year.

Below is a list of meetings that are scheduled to review and discuss the Agency Plan documents for the 2023 fiscal year.

Residents, the public and staff are encouraged to attend the meetings.

PLAN ANNUAL MODIFICADO

2023 & ENMIENDA SIGNIFICATIVA AL PLAN DE CINCO ANOS

REUNIONES DARSE CUENTA

La Ley de Vivienda y Responsabilidad Laboral de Calidad de 1998 requiere que la Autoridad de Vivienda de McKinney

presente un Plan de la Agencia cada afio.

El Plan PHA es una guia completa de las politicas, programas, operaciones y estrategias de las agencias de vivienda
publica (PHA) para satisfacer las necesidades y los objetivos de vivienda locales. Hay dos partes en el Plan PHA: el Plan
de 5 afos, que cada PHA presenta a HUD una vez cada quinto ano fiscal de PHA, y el Plan anual, que se envia a HUD

cada afio.

A continuacion hay una lista de reuniones que estan programadas para revisar y analizar los documentos del Plan de la

Agencia para el afio fiscal 2023.

Se alienta a los residentes, al publico y al personal a asistir a las reuniones.

Tuesday June 4:300m Con%n?n?;gi:rf\ers Merritt Homes 1200 N. Tennessee St.
27,2023 -30p Meeti Community Center McKinney, TX 75069
eeting

Tuesday July 4:30pm Con?;?;:i::ers Merritt Homes 1200 N. Tennessee St.

25, 2023 =>UP Meeting Community Center | McKinney, TX 75069
Tuesday Board of .

August 22, 4:30pm Commissioners Coh:lner:\rlljrr:itl-;!oge T\ier 1§S§nﬂ’e;e$;e;;?6§’

2023 Meeting !

A draft of the proposed Amended ANNUAL Plan and Significant Amendment to the Five Year Plan

is available for review at the MHA main office located at: 603 N. Tennessee St. McKinney, TX

Comments can be submitted by hand delivery, mail, or email to McKinney Housing Authority Main
Office; 603 North Tennessee Street; Attn: Roslyn Miller; McKinney, TX 75069 or

info@mckinneyha.org. The final public hearing for plan adoption will be held on Tuesday, August
22, 2023 at 4:30pm — Merritt Homes community center.
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Alired hosts Bipartisan Supply Chain Caucus Roundtable highlighting permitting reform

WASHINGTON — The
Bipartisan Supply Chain
Caucus led by Rep. Colin
Allred, D-TX, Rep. David
Rouzer, R-NC, and Rep.
Dusty Johnson, R-AL, re-
cently hosted a roundtable
with key industry stakehold-
ers to highlight the impor-
tance of a reliable Supply
Chain to the construction,
utility and manufacturing
industries. The group dis-
cussed ways policymakers
can alleviate supply chain
and permitting disruptions

resulting in large-scale de-
lays and economic loss.

“To take full advantage
of the incentives in legisla-
tion passed last year, like
the CHIPS Act, we have to
make sure we get projects
approved in a timely man-

ner,” said Congressman
Allred. “And that means
making commonsense

changes to the permitting
process. It’s why I helped
introduce bipartisan legisla-
tion, the Building Chips in
America Act, to do just that.

As a Co-chair of the Supply
Chain Caucus, I am proud
we convened this roundtable
to find common-sense ways
to cut red tape, streamline
the permitting review pro-
cess and grow our econo-
my.”

“Permitting delays are a
key cause for supply chain
disruptions that stifle im-
portant construction, utility,
and manufacturing projects
across the country,” said
Congressman Rouzer. “I
thank each of our partici-

pants for partnering with
the Supply Chain Caucus
to highlight these permit-
ting challenges and to col-
laborate on solutions to keep
projects and goods moving.”

“Energy and construc-
tion projects encounter too
many delays and roadblocks
throughout the permitting
process,” said Congress-
man Johnson. “It’s evident
reforms are needed so proj-
ects can start and end in a
timely manner. Yesterday’s
discussion highlighted the

Career Opportunity

shortcomings and solutions
to improve the process so
America can be the global
leader in supply chain effi-
ciency.”

“I’'m thrilled to see the
leadership of the House Sup-
ply Chain Caucus focus on
the severity of our permit-
ting challenges and the need
for bipartisan legislation. It
will be impossible to lower
energy prices, reduce emis-
sions, or secure our supply
chains if it takes years and
years to begin building in-

frastructure projects. Reps.
David Rouzer (R-NC), Co-
lin Allred (D-TX), Dusty
Johnson (R-SD), and Angie
Craig (D-MN) deserve cred-
it for understanding how a
flawed permitting process
will stifle U.S. development.
BPC appreciates their lead-
ership in hosting bipartisan
discussions to share knowl-
edge and find common
ground,” said Xan Fishman,
Director of Energy Policy
& Carbon Management, the
Bipartisan Policy Center.

-
GALA, from Page 9

stunning spectacle of glam-
or and celebration, with
over 150 attendees, who in-
cluded community leaders
and entertainment profes-
sionals, dressed to impress.

Cyndi Galley, the eve-
ning’s host, linked the leg-
acy of jazz pioneer Billie
Holiday to the present day,
highlighting how Deborah
Jane is fighting for social
justice through musical
cinema. The evening also
included a Broadway-style

concert showcasing the
20-year journey of Strange
Fruit from an unsettling
nightmare to a ground-
breaking cinematic experi-
ence.

One of the most trans-
formative moments of
the recent gala was when
Unity Day LA CEO Ray
Adamyk washed the feet of
the event’s Producer Recio
Young, then humbly asked
for forgiveness for the pain
his ancestors had inflicted

EOATE RS, from Page 5

Montgomery Mayor Ste-
ven Reed commended law
enforcement for their rapid
response to detain those re-
sponsible for assaulting the
security guard.

“Those who choose vio-
lence will be held account-
able by our criminal justice
system,” he said. “While
there is a lot of activity and
interest in this, we know
that we’ll come through
this together as a commu-
nity collectively as we have
other situations.”

Major Saba Coleman
said an ongoing investiga-
tion has led to the issuance
of four active warrants.

However, the number
is flexible, as authorities
meticulously review addi-
tional footage, indicating
the likelihood of more war-

rants.
“It was inexcusable be-
havior,” Christa Owen,

who was on the Harriot,
told NBC News, adding
that she believes alcohol
was a factor.

>

“I can’t imagine anyone
just disregarding moving
their boat 2 feet so that a
three-story dinner cruise
boat could park back in that
spot.”

Montgomery Police
Chief Darryl J. Albert an-
nounced assault charges
were filed against Richard
Roberts, 48; Allen Todd,
23; and Zachery Shipman,
25; at a Tuesday news con-
ference. Albert said one of
the men is in custody and
the two others are expected
to turn themselves over to
police Tuesday afternoon.

“There was no need for
this event to take the path it
did,” Albert told reporters.
He said investigators do not
believe the incident was ra-
cially motivated. “The peo-
ple of Montgomery, we’re
better than that. We’re a fun
city and we don’t want this
type of activity to shed a
dark eye on what this city’s
all about.”

upon African American
people, demonstrating the
power of these gatherings
to promote healing and
unity.

This memorable evening
served as an invitation for
more film premieres to
come. Future galas will
feature  industry-leading
speakers and panels focus-
ing on the pressing issue
of racial reconciliation in
our nation. These discus-
sions aim to ignite thought-
provoking perspectives on
the role of art and cinema

to advance social justice
and educate on American
history — particularly in
the wake of shootings and
school bans on Black litera-
ture.

To keep the dialogue
alive, House of Debo-
rah Jane Studios plans to
launch a Strange Fruit Col-
lege Tour featuring bold
cinema, dynamic perfor-
mances, and, of course,
conversations around race.
Including the next genera-
tion in their social mission,
allows the film to speak

GARLAND
Attention Suppliers of Goods,
Services and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
https:/ fgarlandtx.ionwave.net

www.garlandpurchasing.com
972-205-2415

to both society’s past and
present, celebrating our re-
silience while acknowledg-
ing our struggles.

To ensure this vital work
continues, House of Debo-
rah Jane Studios is asking
for contributions to the pro-
duction of their feature film
via its GoFundMe page.
Each donation allows the

>
narrative to unfold, the con-
versations to continue, and
our collective understand-
ing to grow.

To stay updated about
future events, contribute to
this revolutionary journey,
or book a racial reconcili-
ation talk, send an email
to deborah.j.burke@gmail.
com.

and train.

CBS Insurance Services, LLC
7125 Marvin D. Love Frwy., Suite 302
Dallas, Texas 75237

Looking for A Career Change
Then We Need You!!

If you're looking for full or partime work with flexible
hours, income ranging from $800.00 to £2,000.00
plus weskly. No Experience Needed we will licenss

For more information call (214) 238-6855
Ask for Shun
Email: info@cbsolutionsplus.com

TISEO PAVING COMPANY

419 E. Hwy. 80, Mesquite, TX 75150
Tel: (972) 289-0723 Fax (972) 216-5637
www.tiseopaving.com

Performing Concrete Street Paving
in the Metroplex Area
We Accept Subcontracting Bids
For All Public Works Projects
in the Dallas Area.
We Are Accepting Applications for Con-
crete Mixer Drivers and Heavy Equip-

ment Mechanics

Equal Opportunity Employer

T
IRVING

TE X A S
DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING AND
REWARDING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE
OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

+ Competitive wages
« Array of benefits
* Education incentive pay
+ ...and more

REGISTER ONLINE TO TAKI

THE CITY OF IRVING'S NEX

CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE E:
www.cityofirving.org

The City of Irving does not discriminate on the
basis of race, sex, religion, age or disability in
employment or the provision of services.

I
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Church Happenings

Out to Pastor: Knowing Everything is a Blessing and a Curse

By Dr. James L. Snyder

If you ever spent more
than five minutes with me,
you would conclude that I
do not know everything. |
would agree 100%.

It is not bad that I don’t
know everything. I know
today more than I knew
ten years ago, if that is any
consolation.

The thing that is surpris-
ing to me is that I do not
know what I need to know
when I need to know it.

Although I struggle with
not knowing everything, I

By Dr. J. Ester Davis

If our children are to
understand America, they
must first understand the
black church. So, as we
dress them up to go back
to school, let’s not forget
to dress up their minds for
prayer,

Personally, my heart
breaks when there are no
children in church. And
yes, we cite all the reasons
why our churches are emp-
ty of children, mothers and
father, too. The bare truth
is that our “unchurched” at-
tendance in churches across
America started before the
pandemic. Three (3,000)
churches started before
COVID 19 and 4,500
closed that same year.
Thousand of churches close
every year. Between 6,000
and 10,000 churches in the
United States are dying.

For Black History Month,
we talk about our leaders,
their contributions to soci-
ety, their education, their

don’t make it a priority in
my life. I accept that I do
not know everything, and if
I can learn something new,
I’'m all for it.

This is not true for ev-
eryone in our house. The
Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage, according to
my experience, knows just
about everything. Even
though I have known her
for over 50 years, I still
can’t understand how she’s
reached that point.

It’s been a blessing be-
cause when I can’t do
something, I ask her; she
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beatings, struggles, but all
of those leaders had a solid
religious background. For a
people systematically bru-
talized and debased by an
inhumane system, followed
by a century of Jim Crow
racism, graduating to the
highest prison population in
the world, let us look back
to history and future of the
black church as a portal of
what is possible when we,
the people assemble, pray
and march in the name of a
mighty higher power. To
put it plainly, all our past
eloquent black leaders were
raised in church. They
dressed, combed their hair
and were carried to church,
attended Sunday School....
.every Sunday, sometimes
all day. We have a genera-
tion that speaks of those
times. A generation!

I followed closely the
tense days leading up to the
special election in Geor-
gia when the Rev. Raphael
Warnock, United States
Senator, the Pastor of Dr.
King’s Church in Atlanta,

knows it, and more than
that, she can explain it to
me.

A few years ago, her ve-
hicle broke down. I don’t
remember what was wrong
with it, but we had it towed
to the garage to fix. I took
my wife to the garage with
her vehicle.

When we got there, she
walked in to talk to the me-
chanic. This was our first
time at this repair shop, so
we didn’t know them, and
they didn’t know us. But
The Gracious Mistress of
the Parsonage told him

to School,

was elected the first African
American ever sent to the
Senate from his State and
the  eleventh(11th)Black
American to be elevated to
the high honor. The first had
been Hiram Revels of Mis-
sissippi in 1870, and like
Warnock, Revels had been
a minister. During Recon-
struction, three(3)of the
first 16 African American
Members of Congress were
ministers, and most of the
black office holders at that
level of government in that
era were ministers. Some-
body took them to church.
All of this is a thunderous
reminder to me of the vital
role the Black Church has
played marching toward ‘a
more perfect union’.

In 2021 T wrote a pro-
lific story on *The Colored
Missionary Baptist Church,
organized 1859, in Royse
City, Texas. I was invited
by the new pastor, a former
member of my last choir.
My research on that story
traveled back in time to the
trans-Atlantic Slave Trade
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empower children. By com-
mitting their time, efforts,
and hearts, these advocates
inspire children to find their
true potential, teach them
how to trust again, and in-
still hope to help them over-
come the challenges they
face.

FWith just a few hours
per week, male volunteers
can offer guidance, stabil-

ity, and unwavering support
to potentially transform the
life trajectory of a child’s
life.

“We believe that male
volunteers possess a unique
ability to inspire and guide
children through difficult
circumstances,  providing
them with essential support
along their journey,” said
Debi Williams, Chief Pro-

gram Officer of CASA;‘
Collin County.

CASA of Collin County
invites all male individu-
als with a heart for making
a positive difference in the
lives of children to explore
this incredible volunteer op-
portunity.

For more information on
becoming a volunteer advo-
cate with CASA of Collin
County, please visit www.
casaofcollincounty.org.

what was wrong with her
vehicle and what he needed
to do to fix it.

He looked at me, then
back at her, and said, “Yes,
ma’am. I’ll take care of
your vehicle.”

When we went to pick up
her vehicle, the mechanic
said, “Ma’am, how did you
know what was wrong with
your vehicle and further-
more how did you know
how to fix it?”

She went into a long ex-
planation, and I just smiled.

When she finished ex-
plaining, he looked at her
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and asked, “Would you like
a job here?”

It’s good to have some-
one in the house who knows
everything. Someone who
knows what’s wrong but,
more importantly, someone
who knows how to fix it.

That night around the
dinner table, we chuckled
at the day’s events.

Knowing everything can
be a great blessing, but it
can also be a curse.

When it comes to thrift
store shops within a 100-
mile radius of our home,
The Gracious Mistress of

Back to Church

up to the birth of the Black
Lives Matter Movement.
In 1859, ‘two-or-three’
slaves gathered in Jesus’
name for pray and orga-
nized this church.

The nitty-gritty is Black
Churches amounted to a
world within a world. The
Black Churches were the
Ist institutions built by
Black People, indepen-
dently run and operated by
Black People ....success-
fully. All of the historically
black colleges and halls of
higher education were or-
dained in the black church.

And now, we are going to
vicariously toss it loosely
to the wind and deny our
children and the universe,
this victorious legacy.
“Back to School Back to
Church” is one sentence.
One thought. One key.
How can we criticize those
who wish to ban books
about slavery, when we are
placing a ban on the black
church. If our children are
to understand America,
they MUST first.... under-
stand the black church.
*The Colored Mission-
ary Baptist Church after 47

the Parsonage knows them
all and everything about
them. She is a regular visi-
tor to every one of them.
Not only does she know
them, but everybody knows
her.

I know where all the Mc-
Donald’s restaurants are,
but that’s my limit. After
all, they do have Apple
Fritters.

Monday this past week,
The Gracious Mistress of
the Parsonage went grocery
shopping in the next town.

See KNOWING, Page 15

years changed their name to
New Hope Baptist Church,
Royse City, Texas and built
their first building in 1914.
JOIN... South Dallas Com-
munity Choir 3rd Reunion
and the State of Texas His-
torical Society in Septem-
ber, 2023.

TRAVELING.. the next
twelve months? Listen to
YouTube/Ester Davis Net-
work Special Edition on
Passports with the Hon-
orable Felicia Pitre, Dal-
las County District Clerk.
New rules. New informa-
tion.

Cemetary Space Broker will make you
offer on your cemetery plot

* Inherited plot and can't sell it?
+ Bought plot years ago and your plans have changed?
= Singles space or Side by Side spaces is okay.
We will make you a "cash offer" on your cemetery plot today! If you get
voice mail-leave message phone number and information on cemetery
space. We will get back to you

Call Us Today

972.665.0170
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Things to Ponder
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Christian One-Liners:
Don’t let your worries get
the best of you; remember
Moses started out as a bas-
ket case.

Some people are kind,
polite, and sweet-spirited,
until you try to sit in their
church pew.

Many folks want to serve
God, but only as advisors.
It’s easier to preach ten ser-
mons than it is to live one.

The good Lord didn’t
create anything without a
purpose, but mosquitoes
come close. When you get
to your wit’s end, you’ll
find God lives there too.

People are funny; they
want the front of the bus,
the middle of the road, and
the back of the church.

Opportunity may knock

once, but temptation bangs
on your front door forever.
Quit griping about your
church; if it were perfect,
you couldn’t belong.

If the church wants a
better pastor, it only needs
to pray for the one it has.
God Himself does not pro-
pose to judge a man until
he is dead. So why should
you?

Some minds are like con-
crete, thoroughly mixed up
and permanently set.

Peace starts with a smile.
I don’t know why some
people change churches;
what difference does it

make which one you stay
home from?

A lot of church members
who are singing “Standing
on the Promises” are just
sitting on the premises.

We were called to be wit-
nesses, not lawyers or judg-
es. Be ye fishers of men.
You catch them - He’ll
clean them.

Coincidence is when
God chooses to remain

anonymous. Don’t put a
question mark where God
put a period.

Don’t wait for six strong
men to take you to church,
before you go.
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When she got home, I could
see she was very frustrated.
I couldn’t understand her
frustration, and sometimes
I’'m cautious about asking.

So all I said was, “How
was your shopping trip?”

“Qrrrrrrerrrereereeeerer.”

I was concerned because
I knew at this point she was
frustrated about something.

“Do you know,” she said
as frustrated as I’ve ever
seen her, “that there’s a
new thrift store just 5 miles
from our house? That thrift
store has been there for
over a year, and I didn’t
know about it.”

I was almost as shocked
as she was because that did
not seem real. How dare a
thrift store shop open up
without telling her? No-
body in the other thrift
stores even mentioned it to
her, which was strange.

How this information
slipped by my wife is a
mystery above my pay
grade. It shows that even
when you know every-
thing, there is something

you don’t know.

I knew that the next sev-
eral days were going to be
difficult until she was able
to go and visit that new
thrift store shop. I was
tempted to go along with
her, but under the stress of
the situation, I thought it
was not a good idea.

I have a good idea very
few times, and this was one
of those times.

When she returned from
visiting the new thrift
store shop, her face was all
aglow. There was a won-
derful smile on her face
while she carried a basket
full of items from the store.

Looking at me, she said,
“I had the most wonderful
time at that new thrift store
shop. It’s a wonderful place
and I got to know every-
body there.”

It certainly wasn’t sur-
prising to me. Now she
knows all the thrift store
shops in the area, for which
she was very grateful.

If anybody wants to
know what thrift store they

should visit, my wife asks,
“What are you looking
for?” When they tell her,
she then tells them which
one to go to and how much
they can expect to pay for
that item.

I’ve learned that wisdom
is a vital aspect of life. A
Bible verse that says this is
James 1:5, “If any of you
lack wisdom, let him ask of
God, that giveth to all men
liberally, and upbraideth
not; and it shall be given
him.”

When I recognize how
short I am on knowledge, 1
then can come to God who
is liberal in His giving of
knowledge. My choice is,
rely on my wisdom or the
wisdom of God. That’s the
only wisdom I can trust.

Dr. James L. Snyder is
pastor of the Family of
God Fellowship, 1471 Pine
Road, Ocala, FL 34472. He
lives with his wife in Silver
Springs Shores. Call him
at 352-687-4240 or e-mail
Jjamessnyder2@att.net. The
church web site is www.
whatafellowship.com.

Forbidden fruits create
many jams.

God doesn’t call the
qualified, He qualifies the
called. God grades on the
cross, not the curve.

God loves everyone, but
probably prefers “fruit of
the spirit” over “religious
nuts!”  God promises a
safe landing, not a calm
passage.

He who angers you,
controls you! If God is
your Co-pilot - swap seats!
Don’t give God instruc-
tions -- just report for duty!

The task ahead of us is
never as great as the Pow-
er behind us. The Will
of God never takes you to
where the Grace of God
will not protect you.

We don’t change the mes-
sage, the message changes
us. You can tell how big a
person is by what it takes to
discourage him.

The best mathematical
equation I have ever seen:
1 cross + 3 nails= 4 given.

The Blessings in “No”:
I asked God to take away

your needs.
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Church Happenings

my pride. He said, “No.” It
is not for me to take away,
but for you to give up.

I asked God to make my
handicapped child whole.
He said, “No.” The spirit
is whole, the body is only
temporary.

I asked God to grant me
patience. He said, “No.”
Patience is a byproduct of
tribulations; it isn’t granted
it is earned.

I asked God to give me
happiness. He said, “No.”
I give you blessings, happi-
ness is up to you.

I asked God to spare me
pain. He said, “No.” Suf-
fering draws you apart

Inspiring Body

Have Medicare questions?
I have answers.

I'm Lamonica Thomas, a licensed sales agent in Dallas-Fort
Worth. When it comes to Medicare, it's important to consider all
of your options. What works well for your neighbor may not be the
best fit for you. | know the ins and outs of Medicare, and I'm
ready to answer your questions and help you find a plan that fits

It’s time to take advantage.

Lamonica Thomas
Licensed Sales Agent

lathomasS5@gmail.com

www.MyUHCagent.com/lamonica.thomas

(972) 249-8907

TTY 711

Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of
its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare
contract. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan's contract renewal with
Medicare. 22022 United HealthCare Services, Inc. All rights reserved.
Y0066_235PRJS5189_C
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from worldly cares and
brings you closer to me.
I asked God to make my
spirit grow. He said, “No.”
You must grow on your
own, but [ will prune you to
make you fruitful.

I ask for all things that I
might enjoy life. God said,
“No.” I will give you life
so that you may enjoy all
things.

I ask God to help me
LOVE others as much as
He loves me. God said . .
. Ahhhh, finally you have
the idea!

(Editor’s Note: This col-
umn originally ran in Au-
gust 2016.)
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