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By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

In the small Ambridge, Pa., 
community, a quick-thinking wit-
ness and swift police response 
prevented a potential massacre at 
Greater Dominion Church on Sun-
day morning, Aug. 27. Jeffrey Har-
ris, a 38-year-old white man, now 
faces a litany of charges, including 
aggravated assault and making ter-
roristic threats, after attempting 
to enter the predominantly Black 
church with murderous intent.

The ordeal unfolded just after 9 
a.m. on a quiet Sunday morning 
when multiple concerned citizens 
called 911 to report a man clad in 
a camouflage vest brandishing a 
long gun and menacingly target-
ing two women outside the church 
at 4th Street and Melrose Avenue. 
According to a criminal complaint, 
the eyewitnesses watched in terror 
as Harris threatened the women, all 
while attempting to gain access to 
the church.

The frantic 911 calls immediate-
ly alerted Beaver County Regional 
Police to Harris’s presence on the 
300 block of Merchant Street, and 
they promptly informed Ambridge 
police. As an officer approached 
the suspect, Harris menacingly 
pointed his weapon.

Bishop Kenneth Crumb of Great-

er Dominion Church later spoke 
to WTAE, revealing the chilling 
possibility that Harris might have 
succeeded in entering the church 
had he arrived just one hour later 
for his Sunday service. “There is a 
whole lot of mass murders going 
on, there are shootings,” Crumb 
emphasized, “particularly in the 
African American community, 
people targeting our communities.” 
He added that this incident serves 
as a grim reminder of America’s 
deeply rooted history of racism 
and the ongoing racially charged 
attacks against African Americans, 
even within the confines of their 
places of worship.

The horrifying episode at 
Greater Dominion Church evokes 

memories of a painful past, with 
the killing of nine people at the 
Emanuel African Methodist Epis-
copal Church in Charleston, South 
Carolina, just one of many attacks 
targeting predominantly Black 
churches in the United States. 
Tragically, several past cases in-
volved the burning of churches by 
Ku Klux Klan members, highlight-
ing the persistence of racial hatred 
in some parts of the country.

Among these horrific incidents 
was the burning of the Macedonia 
Church of God in Christ in Spring-
field, Massachusetts, shortly after 
the election of President Obama 
in November 2008. In Knoxville, 

Heroic intervention thwarts
attack on another Black church

This incident serves as a grim reminder of America’s deeply rooted history of racism 
and the ongoing racially charged attacks against African Americans, even within the 

confines of their places of worship. (Photo via NNPA)
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Fanti T. Willis, the first 
woman to serve as District 
Attorney for Fulton Coun-
ty, is committed to reduc-
ing crime rates for the over 
one million Fulton Couty 
residents, including most 
of Atlanta and a number of 
surrounding suburbs. 

Willis was elected with 
a landslide victory over 
six-term incumbent Paul 
Howard after Howard 
faced misconduct allega-
tions, including finan-
cial mismanagement and 
sexual harassment, NNPA 
reports. Despite initial re-
luctance, Willis’s friends 
said she embraced the 
challenge, “motivated by 
her conviction that it was a 
call from a higher power,” 

they report.
As stated on the county’s 

website, Willis committed 
to reforming the county’s 
justice system and brought 
in a team of new attorneys 
to do so. Willis committed 
to reforming the office’s 
handling of cases involv-
ing the use of force by law 
enforcement officers, the 

website states.
Willis created Fulton’s 

first pre-indictment diver-
sion program, which gives 
offenders a second chance 
and a better path forward 
than one marred by a 
criminal record. Partner-
ing with community orga-
nizations, Fulton County 
now gives offenders the 
opportunity to gain life 
skills and the responsibil-
ity associated with com-
munity service, the web-
site explains.

Willis graduated from 
Howard University in 
1992 and Emory Univer-
sity School of Law in At-
lanta in 1996.

In February, 2021, Wil-
lis launched a criminal in-

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National 
Correspondent

The Congressional Black 
Caucus has denounced Re-
publican presidential candi-
date Vivek Ramaswamy for 
his repeated racist remarks 
that have furthered the ra-
cial divide and exposed 
even more hate in Amer-
ica’s political landscape. 
Though born in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, Ramaswamy is the 
child of Indian Hindu im-
migrant parents, which has 
left many questioning his 
controversial statements’ 

true intentions and motives 
as he seeks an unlikely bid 
for the GOP nomination.

Ramaswamy’s non-Eu-
ropean American heritage 
and immigrant background 
certainly add a layer of 

perplexity to his alignment 
with certain extremist ele-
ments within the Repub-
lican base, reminding Af-
rican Americans that true 
allies remain hard to come 
by. The candidate’s recent 
town hall event in Pella, 
Iowa, garnered significant 
attention for his declara-
tion that “our diversity is 
not our strength.” Such a 
statement flies in the face 
of how Ramaswamy and 
the extreme right in his 
party have worked against 
calls for unity and inclusiv-
ity nationwide.

Ramaswamy, who has 
derided former Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence for not 

helping Donald Trump il-
legally overturn the 2020 
presidential election, com-
pared Congresswoman 
Ayanna Pressley (D-Mass.) 
to the Grand Wizard of the 
Ku Klux Klan. He also 
compared the existence 
of white supremacy in the 
United States to that of uni-
corns.

“I’m sure the boogey-
man white supremacist ex-
ists somewhere in America. 
I’ve just never met him,” 
Ramaswamy stated. “Nev-
er seen one, never met one 
in my life, right? Maybe I’ll 
meet a unicorn sooner. And 
maybe those exist, too.” 
Within 24 hours, a rac-

ist white gunman shot and 
killed three African Ameri-
cans at a Dollar General 
in Jacksonville, Florida. 
Indeed, Ramaswamy’s pro-
vocative analogy, which is 
deeply offensive and his-
torically charged, raised 
questions about his under-
standing of racial dynam-
ics and his willingness to 
engage in divisive rhetoric.

In 2019, Pressley re-
marked, “We don’t need 
any more brown faces that 
don’t want to be a brown 
voice” and “we don’t need 
any more Black faces that 
don’t want to be a Black 
voice.” She explained that 
she attempted to express 

a desire for leaders to use 
their lived experiences to 
inform their decisions and 
policies and not ignore the 
realities of race. 

“I stand by what I said to 
provoke an open and honest 
discussion in this country,” 
Ramaswamy said, doubling 
down. “Many Americans 
today are deeply frustrated 
by the new culture of anti-
racism that’s really racism 
in new clothing, and we 
need to have that debate 
in the open.” Commenta-
tors like Washington Post 
columnist Philip Bump 
have noted that Ramas-

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National 

Correspondent

Inside the hallowed halls 
of the Audacy Studios at 
the heart of New York’s 
financial district, National 
Newspaper Publishers As-
sociation President and 
CEO Dr. Benjamin F. Cha-
vis Jr., a noted Civil Rights 
Icon, co-founder of the 
Hip-Hop Summit, and Na-
tional Director of The Mil-
lion Man March, formally 
announced the launch of a 
new daily radio commen-
tary set to hit the airwaves 
this fall.

The groundbreaking ini-
tiative, titled “The Good 
News,” will be broadcast 
on Audacy News/Talk and 
Urban stations, made pos-
sible by the underwriting 
support of The Good News 
and U.S. Black Chambers, 

Inc. Radio Network.
In its inaugural season, 

“The Good News” will 
feature Chavis delivering 
concise, impactful 60-sec-
ond radio commentaries. 
During a news conference 
on Aug. 28, Chavis and his 
partners said the segments 
will offer a refreshing and 
timely outlook on positive 
stories often overshadowed 
by the headlines dominat-
ing the news cycle. Chavis 
and U.S. Black Chambers, 
Inc. President and CEO 
Ron Busby said the show 
will cast light on positive 
developments across Amer-
ica and the world and will 
also spotlight “the com-
mendable local business 

ventures” fostered by the 
U.S. Black Chambers, Inc. 
members, a network boast-
ing an impressive 350,000 
local chamber participants.

“I am honored to have 
the opportunity to host 
‘The Good News,’ sup-
ported by KMG Networks 
and the U.S. Black Cham-
bers, Inc.,” Chavis asserted 
during the press conference 

that took place as legend-
ary New York radio sta-
tion 1010 WINS aired in 
the background. “We aim 
to amplify those genuine 
stories that often go unno-
ticed in mainstream media. 
We are dedicated to magni-
fying authentic narratives 
that serve as inspiration, 
fostering positive social 
transformation, equality, 

and equity.”
The collaboration be-

tween Chavis and the U.S. 
Black Chambers, Inc. 
marks a turning point, with 
“The Good News” becom-
ing an integral part of the 
comprehensive USBC 
Media Network. The inte-
gration will see the highly 
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By Robert C. Vaughn
Texas Transportation 
Commissioner

For the first time in its 
history, TxDOT’s 10-year 
planning and construction 
program has surpassed 
$100 billion in current and 
future projects.

That eye-catching 
amount reflects the rapid 
growth and booming eco-
nomic activity touching 
every corner of the Lone 
Star State. Without a doubt, 
more people are moving 
to Texas to live and do 
business, averaging 1,960 
people per day. Because 
of that, my Texas Trans-
portation Commission 
colleagues and I made his-
tory this month with the ap-
proval of a record amount 
in the Texas Department 
of Transportation’s Unified 
Transportation Program 
(UTP), a forecast of poten-
tial transportation revenue 
that may be available to 
fund projects over the next 
10 years, which is updated 
annually.

Just one year ago, Tx-
DOT set a previous record 
with the approval of an 
$85 billion UTP. A decade 
ago, the UTP value stood at 
about $34.3 billion. These 
are more than just dollar 
amounts. These figures rep-
resent real improvements 
to the quality of life for all 
Texans.

The Commission, under 
the direction of Governor 
Greg Abbott, continues to 
dedicate an unprecedented 
level of funding that will 
continue to improve trans-
portation safety, address 
urban congestion and rural 
connectivity, and maintain 
roadways and bridges for 
Texas drivers. There is an 
economic benefit as well. 
The average $10.1 billion 
a year in the UTP over the 
next decade is expected to 
yield an estimated $18.8 
billion per year in econom-

ic benefits, according to the 
Texas A&M Transportation 
Institute.

The renewed focus on 
infrastructure came at the 
right time. Since 2013, 
Texas has added 4 million 
new residents – an amount 
roughly equal to the popu-
lation of the entire state of 
Oklahoma. Every year, my 
fellow transportation com-
missioners and I work hard 
to evaluate the needs of 
the state and plan mobility 
projects for both the current 
and the next generation of 
motorists. And we will con-
tinue to execute on the mis-

sion to build more capacity 
to meet those needs.

The Commission has fo-
cused a large part of its plan-
ning and funding efforts on 
the Texas Clear Lanes ini-
tiative, a program designed 
to address the state’s most 
congested roadways. The 
program, which focuses 
on congestion in the state’s 
five largest metro areas, has 
$67 billion in non-tolled 
projects that have been 
completed, under construc-
tion or planned. In the next 
10 years, the Commission 
will also dedicate a record 
amount for active transpor-
tation, such as bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities. This 
optionality supports safety, 
lifestyles, health, and can 
reduce vehicular traffic.

In the Dallas area, mo-
torists have seen the dra-
matic improvements along 
Interstate 35E from Colo-
rado Boulevard south to 
the US 67 split. That $666 

million project, known as 
the Southern Gateway, im-
proved travel times from 22 
mph to 50 mph northbound 
in the morning and 35 mph 
to 56 mph southbound in 
the afternoon. Through the 
2024 UTP, TxDOT and the 
Commission have com-
mitted $11.5 billion for 
projects planned for con-
struction in the Dallas area, 
including $147 million for 
SH 205 in Rockwall Coun-
ty and $524 million for 
the I-30 Canyon project in 
downtown Dallas. Funding 
for the vital US 380 corri-
dor in Collin County con-

tinues to increase with each 
adopted version of the UTP, 
with $288 million of addi-
tional project funding, for 
a total investment of nearly 
$1.3 billion.

In the Fort Worth area, 
TxDOT has another $5.2 
billion in projects. In the 
2024 UTP, TxDOT has 
included $178 million in 
additional funding for the 
Southeast Connector, a 
major design-build project 
that is transforming south-
east Tarrant County where 
I-820, US 287 and I-20 
converge. Also in Tarrant 
County, TxDOT has plans 
to eventually rebuild I-30 
in western Tarrant County 
and from near downtown 
Fort Worth to Cooper Street 
in Arlington, and has dedi-
cated an additional $126 
million to those projects 
this year.

North Texas, especially 
Denton, Collin, Kaufman, 
Rockwall and Tarrant 

counties, is considered 
one of the fastest-growing 
areas in the nation. Col-
lin County, for example, is 
ranked third nationally in 
terms of total new residents 
added in 2022. The region 
also is now home to four 
counties each with a popu-
lation of more than 1 mil-
lion: Dallas, Tarrant, Collin 
and most recently Denton, 
which surpassed that

mark in 2023. Statewide, 
Texas has over 30 million 
residents currently, and that 
number is expected to grow 
to more than 40 million 
people by 2050.

And by 2050, three out 
of every four Texans is ex-
pected to live in the state’s 
five-largest metro areas: 
Dallas, Fort Worth, Hous-
ton, Austin, and San Anto-
nio.

The time to act and plan 
for the future is now. That’s 
why the UTP and our Texas 
Clear Lanes initiative car-
ries so much importance.

TxDOT’s record UTP 
could not have happened 
without support from the 
Legislature and Texas vot-
ers, who approved Propo-
sition 1 (funding gener-
ated from oil and gas 
production/severance tax 
revenues) and Proposi-
tion 7 (funding generated 
from sales and use taxes, 
and motor vehicle sales 
and rental tax revenues) in 
2014 and 2015, respective-
ly. Those approvals infused 
a reliable stream of revenue 
that we immediately began 
putting to use to address the 
needs of Texans.

With every dollar spent, 
Texas goods get to their 
destination more quickly 
and efficiently, and every 
motorist can spend more 
time with their families 
rather than sitting in traf-
fic. TxDOT and the Texas 
Transportation Commis-
sion are serious about our 
mission of “Connecting 
You with Texas.”

Keeping Texas’ economy moving

Without a doubt, more 
people are moving to 
Texas to live and do
business, averaging 

1,960 people per day.



CHICAGO (Newswise) 
— Living in a racially 
segregated neighborhood 
puts Black children at a 
higher risk of having el-
evated blood lead levels, 
and this association has 
persisted over more than 
two decades, according 
to new research from the 
Children’s Environmental 
Health Initiative, which is 
led by University of Illinois 
Chicago Chancellor Marie 
Lynn Miranda.

The study, published in 
Pediatrics, analyzed data 
from the early 1990s and 
from 2015 from blood lead 
level tests of more than 
320,000 children younger 
than 7 in North Carolina. 
Researchers found that 
while overall lead levels 
for non-Hispanic Black 
children decreased over 
those 25 years, their levels 

were still higher in both 
time periods if they lived in 
segregated neighborhoods. 
This was true even when 
adjusting for socioeconom-
ic status, meaning that ra-
cial segregation — and the 
environmental and social 
burdens that accompany 
that — creates tangible and 
long-term health impacts.

“In the United States, 
you can draw a direct line 
between slavery, the seg-

regation policies that fol-
lowed the end of slavery 
and the distribution of 
where people live today. 
There is an enduring leg-
acy,” said Miranda, lead 
author on the study and a 
professor of pediatrics at 
UIC. “Children of color, 
in particular, non-Hispanic 
Black children, are exposed 
to more lead — and racial-
ly segregated communities 
not only have higher levels 

of lead exposure, but must 
contend with other adverse 
social and environmental 
exposures going on at the 
same time.”

In addition to the analy-
sis of lead tests made avail-
able by the Childhood Lead 
Poisoning Prevention Pro-
gram of the North Carolina 
Department of Health and 
Human Services, the re-
searchers created a local, 
spatial measure of racial 
residential segregation for 
the entire U.S. based on 
census tract data. This al-
lowed the researchers at the 
Children’s Environmental 
Health Initiative to look 
at the evolution of racial 
residential segregation and 
blood lead levels in tan-
dem.

They found that racial 
residential segregation in-
creased in 68% of census 

tracts across the U.S. be-
tween 1990 and 2015.

“In North Carolina in 
that same time frame, we 
find that neighborhoods 
that remain highly racially 
segregated still hold the 
highest levels of blood 
lead concentrations among 
children, especially among 
non-Hispanic Black chil-
dren,” said Aaron Lilien-
feld Asbun, statistician at 
CEHI. These results are es-
pecially troubling as health 
impacts of childhood lead 
exposure include reduced 
IQ and increased behav-
ioral problems.

These results help shift 
the focus from viewing 
health disparities as tied to 
something unchangeable 
— a person’s race — to a 
factor that can be modified, 
in this case the state of a 
child’s home environment 

and neighborhood.
The researchers hope the 

study helps convince pedi-
atricians and public health 
officials of the importance 
of ensuring that children 
from racially segregated 
neighborhoods get tested 
for lead, as well as en-
couraging communities to 
dedicate resources to lead 
abatement in these neigh-
borhoods. In addition, pe-
diatricians may provide im-
proved care if they assess 
patients within the context 
of where they live and what 
social and environmental 
stressors characterize their 
home environments.

Coauthors of the paper 
are Joshua Tootoo, direc-
tor of training and geospa-
tial sciences at CEHI, and 
Mercedes Bravo, faculty 
research affiliate at Duke 
University.
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New research establishes enduring connection between 
racial segregation, childhood blood lead levels

Sensitive parenting and preschool attendance may 
promote academic resilience in late preterm infants

ANN ARBOR (News-
wise) — Late preterm in-
fants, or infants born be-
tween 34 and 36-6/7 weeks 
gestation, are the majority 
of infants born preterm, and 
are at greater risk for aca-
demic delays compared to 
full term infants.

Certain factors includ-
ing a low level of maternal 
education, prenatal tobacco 
use, twins/multiple gesta-
tion and male sex increased 
the risk for deficits in math 
and reading by kindergar-
ten for late preterm infants, 
a new study finds.

However, sensitive par-
enting and preschool en-
rollment are two possible 
ways to counter the risk 
of being born late preterm, 
and to promote academic 
resilience.

“Our findings highlight 
an opportunity for pediatric 

providers to offer preven-
tion strategies to parents 
of late preterm infants to 
mitigate academic risk, 
and promote academic re-
silience through sensitive 
parenting.” said lead author 
Prachi Shah, M.D., a devel-
opmental and behavioral 
pediatrician at University 
of Michigan Health C.S. 
Mott Children’s Hospital.

Pediatricians can foster 

sensitive parenting through 
the promotion of early rela-
tional health, where parents 
provide a safe, stable and 
nurturing relationship with 
their children.

“We found that early 
sensitive parenting experi-
ences were associated with 
early academic success for 
late preterm infants,” Shah 
said.

The results are published 
in Pediatric Research.

Data for the study was 
collected as part of the Ear-
ly Childhood Longitudinal 
Study, Birth Cohort. This 
nationally representative 
long-term study sponsored 
by the United States De-
partment of Education has 
followed thousands of chil-
dren since birth in 2001.

Researchers tracked aca-
demic trajectories for 1,200 
late preterm infants over 

time using developmental 
assessments recorded at 
nine months and 24 months 
followed by reading and 
math scores at preschool 
and kindergarten time-
points.

Most late preterm infants 
displayed early reading 
trajectories at or above the 
average compared to full 
term infants but had lower 
mean math scores at all 
time points with the great-
est performance gap in kin-
dergarten.

While it is unclear exact-
ly why late preterm infants 
exhibit vulnerability in 
math development but not 
reading, researchers sug-
gest the difference could be 
a result of unique brain de-
velopment characteristics 
including structural chang-
es in neural pathways re-
lated to visuo-constructive 

skills.
Suboptimal academic 

trajectories among late pre-
term infants were associ-
ated with both psychosocial 
risk factors – less than high 
school maternal education 
– and biological risk factors 
– a twin or multiple preg-
nancy, prenatal tobacco use 
or male sex.

Increased academic risk 
in late preterm infants could 
be related to functional 
differences in neural con-
nectivity or to sex-related 
differences that contribute 
to differences in learning 
and academic achievement. 
However, the exact mecha-
nism is unclear.

Results suggest that par-
ents of late preterm infants 
can foster more optimal 
early academic outcomes 
with interventions which 
promote parental sensi-

tivity in early childhood. 
Preschool enrollment com-
bined with developmen-
tal support prior to school 
entry can also help reduce 
academic risks, and support 
early academic achieve-
ment.

This is the first study to 
examine academic trajecto-
ries of late preterm infants 
from infancy to kindergar-
ten along with the associ-
ated predictors of academic 
resilience and risk, says 
Shah.

“Now that we have iden-
tified patterns and predic-
tors of reading and math 
skill development, we 
can help inform pediatric 
guidelines to help late pre-
term infants, who are the 
majority of infants born 
preterm, thrive in the pe-
riod before kindergarten,” 
Shah said.
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vestigation into attempts 
by former President Don-
ald Trump to influence 
Georgia’s governor, attor-

ney general, and Secretary 
of State Brad Raffensperg-
er, as reported by the New 
York Times. The following 

January, Willis requested a 
special grand jury to con-
sider election interference 
charges relating to Trump 
and his allies, they report. 
In May, a special grand 

jury was asked to submit a 
report to the judge and to 
Willis on whether a crime 
was committed, as report-
ed by CNN. 

After hearing from 75 
witnesses, the jury com-
pleted the reports, parts 
of which were released on 
February 16, as reported 

by CNBC. Last month, 
Willis’s office indicted 
Trump and 18 others on 
41 charges, the New York 
Times reports.

www.NorthDallasGazette.com                                                                                                                                    Community

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com                                                      September 7-13, 2023 | North Dallas Gazette | 5

WILLIS, from Page 2

Democrats introduce new bill to eradicate solitary confinement, 
highlighting racial disparities in the justice system

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

A group of House Demo-
crats is spearheading legis-
lative efforts to dismantle 
the practice of solitary con-
finement, a punitive mea-
sure that disproportionately 
affects Black and brown in-
mates within the American 
penal system.

Rep. Cori Bush of Mis-
souri, a passionate advocate 
for criminal justice reform, 
leads this critical initiative. 
Rashida Tlaib of Michigan, 
Sydney Kamlager-Dove 
of California, and Jamaal 
Bowman of New York are 
among Bush’s colleagues 
joining the effort. Togeth-

er, they have introduced 
groundbreaking legislation 
to abolish solitary confine-
ment within federal pris-
ons and jails, effectively 
addressing a glaring issue 
within the nation’s correc-

tional system.
The proposed legisla-

tion does not merely seek 
to banish this punitive 
practice; it also aims to 
institute vital due process 
safeguards for individuals 

where solitary confinement 
is the sole recourse. Further, 
the bill offers incentives to 
states, encouraging them to 
adopt similar legislation at 
the local level, fostering a 
more equitable and humane 
justice system.

Bush minced no words 
in denouncing the practice 
of isolating incarcerated in-
dividuals, referring to it as 
a “moral catastrophe.” She 
underscored the gravity of 
the situation, citing United 
Nations experts who have 
characterized solitary con-
finement as psychologi-
cal torture. “This practice 
is traumatic for people 
subjected to it, harmful to 
communities, and alarm-

ingly, it disproportionately 
impacts Black and brown 
individuals, young people, 
LGBTQ+ members, and 
other marginalized commu-
nities,” Bush passionately 
asserted.

Rep. Bowman echoed 
Bush’s sentiments, declar-
ing that such a method of 
imprisonment has no place 
in the United States. He 
emphasized the stark real-
ity that harsh practices like 
solitary confinement di-
rectly target marginalized 
groups, particularly people 
of color. “We must put an 
end to this cruel and trau-
matic form of punishment 
for the well-being of all,” 
Bowman insisted.

Rep. Kamlager-Dove ex-
pressed her profound disap-
proval of solitary confine-
ment, likening it to a grave 
human rights violation that 
would be condemned in 
any other context or coun-
try. She also emphasized 
the necessity of treating 
incarcerated individuals 
as human beings, mainly 
if the goal is rehabilitation 
and significantly reducing 
recidivism rates.

“If we aspire for those 
within the penal system to 
emerge rehabilitated and 
less likely to re-offend, 
we must prioritize treating 
them as individuals deserv-
ing of dignity and respect,” 
Kamlager-Dove stated.

The proposed legislation does not merely seek to banish this punitive 
practice; it also aims to institute vital due process safeguards for indi-

viduals where solitary confinement is the sole recourse.
(Hasan Almas / Unsplash)

Dallas lawyers available to answer legal questions via e-clinic
very Wednesday in Sep-

tember volunteer attorneys 
will answer legal questions 
from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
via the Dallas Bar Associa-
tion’s LegalLine E-Clinic, 
with no cost. The events 
are sponsored by the Dal-
las Bar Association. This 

month’s LegalLine E-Clin-
ics are September 6, Sep-
tember 13, September 20, 
and September 27, and all 
E-Clinics will take place 
between the hours of 4:00 
and 8:00 p.m. 

A volunteer attorney will 
call the participant to pro-

vide up to 15 minutes of 
free legal advice for your 
legal issue. 

Individuals may also re-
ceive referrals to local, le-
gal, or social service agen-
cies.

Space is limited. Regis-
tration will close at noon 

on the Tuesday prior.
Please note that the vol-

unteer attorney will remain 
anonymous. Participants 
should watch for a call 
from an unknown number 
that should be labeled “No 
Caller ID” or something 
similar. 

No attorney-client re-
lationship will be estab-
lished, and we cannot guar-
antee that the attorney will 
speak any language other 
than English. 

To participate, complete 
the online form found at 
https://tinyurl.com/DBA-

LegalLine for the upcom-
ing LegalLine. 

For legal assistance any 
time, contact the DBA’s 
Lawyer Referral Service at 
www.dallasbar.org/index.-
cfm?pg=Lawyer-Refer-
ralService.



ADJER, (Newswise) — 
“If you are afraid to speak 
in class and the teacher 
lets you be exempt from 
it throughout secondary 
school, you will not get 
better at speaking out loud. 
You just get more anxious 
about it.”

That is what Åshild 
Tellefsen Håland says. She 
is a professor at the Uni-
versity of Agder and a psy-
chologist specialist in the 
Department of Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health 
at the Hospital of Southern 
Norway.

“Such pupils need a 
program where they can 
practice speaking out loud, 
or other things they fear, 
in a safe environment. If 
schools had been better at 
this, some anxiety disor-
ders would probably have 
been prevented,” she says.

Håland and her col-
leagues asked all primary 
school teachers in Kris-
tiansand about how they 

accommodate for pupils 
who are anxious.

This is the first time, both 
in Norway and internation-
ally, that researchers have 
mapped how teachers re-
spond to anxious pupils in 
general. Previous studies 
have explored how teach-
ers approach pupils who 
actually have an anxiety 
diagnosis.

“In the face of anxiety, 
cognitive behavioral thera-
py has the best documented 
effect. The core of it is to 
face what you are afraid of. 
But the reality in schools is 

that teachers help their pu-
pils to avoid things and that 
the children get little help 
to tackle their fears,” says 
Håland.

The survey consists of 35 
questions, and asks, among 
other things, about how of-
ten teachers:

• Allow pupils to be ex-
empted from delivering 
presentations (over 60%)

• Allow pupils to go in 
and out of classes (almost 
70%)

• Have done tasks that 
are actually the pupil’s re-
sponsibility (around 50%)

• Have adjusted the class 
routines due to individual 
pupils’ anxiety (around 
50%)

“Excessive accommoda-
tion is a serious problem 
in schools, and it happens 
to a greater extent than I 
thought it would. These 
aren’t necessarily pupils 
with anxiety diagnoses, 
there are also pupils who 
are just afraid to do things,” 
Håland says.

244 teachers responded 
to the survey. The figures 
are from Kristiansand, but 
Håland says it is very likely 
that they are representative 
of the rest of the country.

Anxiety is one of the 
most important reasons for 
school absenteeism. Fig-
ures from the Ungdata sur-
vey also show that anxiety 
affects more young people 
today than in the past. This 
has also got worse after the 
pandemic.

At the beginning of May 
this year, the Hospital of 

Southern Norway launched 
e-RISK. This is an online 
coping skills course for 
young people between the 
ages of 12 and 18 who need 
help to dare to do things 
that they avoid doing and 
are afraid to do.

The tool also contains 
guidance for teachers and 
parents on how to sup-
port those with anxiety in 
an appropriate way and 
has become very popular. 
Not long after the launch, 
it had 30,000 unique us-
ers, Håland explains. She 
developed it together with 
colleague and psychologist 
Thomas B. Bertelsen at the 
Hospital of Southern Nor-
way.

Through the continuing 
education program at the 
University of Agder, pub-
lic health nurses and so-
cial workers have received 
training in running low-
threshold groups (called 
Mini-risk) for pupils with 
anxiety.

By 2024, public health 
nurses and social work-
ers in all schools in Kris-
tiansand will have received 
the training. Kristiansand 
will then be the first mu-
nicipality in the country 
to have a low-threshold 
service for anxious pupils 
available in all schools.

The responsibility lies 
with the school

Håland is clear that the 
individual teacher is not to 
blame for excessive accom-
modation. The responsibil-
ity lies with the school.

“If a resourceful father 
calls and demands that his 
child be exempt from PE, 
the teacher might not trust 
in his own competence or 
have a plan to solve the is-
sue.”

Through low-threshold 
groups such as Mini-risk 
and e-RISK, teachers have 
been given other tools to 
allow pupils to confront 
things they are afraid of.
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Dallas students making an impact through Homeless Education Program
DALLAS — In the five 

years Ashley Marshall has 
been managing her small 
team in the Homeless Edu-
cation Program, she has 
seen countless examples of 
students’ lives being trans-
formed for the better by the 
program.

During the 2022-2023 
school year, Marshall said 
about 4,300 Dallas ISD stu-
dents were coded as home-
less, which could mean they 
were sleeping in hotels, 
cars, or shelters. The HEP 
team not only works along-
side those students to ensure 
they have uniforms, hygiene 
supplies, and backpacks, 
but they also reach out to the 
students’ families to provide 
them with education and ad-
ditional support.

Marshall said her favorite 
memories come from seeing 
the impact they make, even 
when it may “feel small.”

She recently worked with 
a senior who was living in 
a shelter in Fort Worth and 
was not connected with his 
mother. Marshall and the 
student developed such a 

positive connection that he 
began sending Marshall and 
one of her teammate’s pho-
tos of his accomplishments, 
from his artwork to his foot-
ball trophies.

“I feel like I am his mom, 
and now he can say, ‘These 
are two women who can be 
proud of me when my mom 

is not here,’” Marshall said. 
“Our students just want 
someone to look at them 
and say, ‘I see you, and I’m 
going to help you try to get 
through this.’ That means so 
much to them.”

The effect Marshall and 
her team have had on stu-
dents and their families over 

time is incalculable.
“I’ll be the person that 

cries right away when I tell 
some of the stories of the 
kids and the families we’ve 
helped,” Marshall said. “I 
don’t think anyone really 
understands until you have a 
mom saying you are the first 
people who have tried to 
help her. They’ve been try-
ing to get along in daily life 
and make it through, and we 
are the ones who help them 
do that.”

Marshall’s passion and 
commitment never waver, 
something that her col-
leagues see and appreciate.

“Ashley is one of the 
most caring, knowledge-
able, thinking-outside-the-
box, and going-the-extra-
mile type of people I know,” 

said Yadira Coggins, a case 
manager with the Homeless 
Education Program. “She 
has carried and grown this 
program throughout her 
years of service. Because of 
Ashley’s empowerment and 
growth mindset, our team 
has done incredible things 
when working with our 
students and families expe-
riencing a homeless crisis 
situation.”

While Marshall is proud 
of her team’s achievements, 
she said the work is never 
finished. The most impor-
tant message she wants to 
spread to the Dallas ISD 
community is awareness 
of the Homeless Education 
Program and the resources 
available to students and 
families in need.
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Accommodating too much in school makes children more anxious

anticipated USBC Radio 
Network seamlessly join 
forces with its media coun-
terpart, creating a dynamic 
and influential platform.

“For our debut season, 
‘The Good News’ and the 
USBC are investing in 

important News/Talk and 
Urban stations, including 
WCBS/NY, KNX/LA, and 
KCBS/SF, and other lead-
ing News/Talk and Urban 
Contemporary stations 
across the U.S. to kickstart 
his very important audio 

commentary to a national 
radio audience,” said Gary 
Krantz, CEO of KMG Net-
works.

Busby also added his 
excitement about the part-
nership. “We’re thrilled to 
present the debut program 
on the USBC Radio Net-
work, ‘The Good News,’ 

with Dr. Benjamin F. Cha-
vis Jr. As we reveal this 
inaugural show, it marks 
the initial stride in a com-
pelling series that aims to 
inspire, educate, and en-
thrall,” Busby stated. “Our 
enthusiasm extends to the 
forthcoming array of im-
pactful programming, set 

to connect deeply with a 
diverse range of audiences. 
Our partnership with KMG 
Networks has us poised 
not only to make a signifi-
cant impact in the realm of 
media but to transcend its 
boundaries.”

“The Good News” prom-
ises to be “a beacon of pos-

itivity, celebrating stories 
that deserve the spotlight,” 
Busby continued. “With its 
far-reaching impact and the 
support of influential part-
ners, the show is positioned 
to uplift and engage listen-
ers nationwide, fostering a 
renewed sense of inspira-
tion and unity.”

RAMASWAMY, from Page 2



By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

As Congress reconvenes 
this week, the nation watch-
es in anticipation of what 
America future holds while 
bracing for an intense battle 
of political wills, all while 
former President Donald 
Trump’s legal entangle-
ments loom over the legis-
lative process.

The critical issue is the 
passage of a short-term 
spending bill to stave off a 
looming government shut-
down scheduled for Oc-
tober 1. The high-stakes 
standoff sets the stage for 
an unpredictable show-
down between conservative 
hardliners and those who 
seek a more pragmatic path.

House Speaker Kevin 
McCarthy, caught in the 
crossfire of a political 
maelstrom, finds himself in 
a most precarious position. 
According to CNN, during 
a private conference call 
last week, McCarthy urged 
his colleagues to support a 

short-term spending deal to 
avert an impending shut-
down. He proposed post-
poning the larger funding 
fight until later in the fall, a 
strategy that some view as 
prudent to ensure the gov-
ernment continues to func-
tion.

The House and Senate 
face substantial differences 
in their funding propos-
als, with McCarthy’s prior 
deal with the White House 
crumbling under the pres-
sure of demands from the 
conservative wing of his 
party. As a result, the two 
chambers are hundreds of 
billions of dollars apart, in-
creasing the urgency to find 
a compromise.

To further complicate 
matters, Congress must 
tackle other pressing end-
of-the-month deadlines, 
including extending fed-
eral aviation programs and 
potentially initiating an 
absurd, nasty, and vindic-
tive impeachment inquiry 
against President Joe Biden 
in the House.

The White House and 

senators from both sides 
of the aisle advocate tying 
the short-term funding bill 
to critical provisions such, 
as $24 billion in aid to 
Ukraine and an additional 
$16 billion for communi-
ties devastated by natural 
disasters. However, a vo-
cal faction of House con-
servatives opposes swiftly 
passing additional aid to 
Ukraine.

The procedural hurdle of 
securing a rule vote in the 
House adds another layer 
of complexity. Some hard-
right conservatives have 
declared their willingness 
to block the rule vote for 
the spending bill if their de-
mands are not met.

All of this leaves Mc-
Carthy at a crossroads. 
He must decide whether 

to align with conservative 
hardliners, risk a head-on 
collision with the White 
House, or forge a com-
promise with Democrats, 
passing the spending bill 
by a two-thirds major-
ity. The latter option could 
force McCarthy to make 
concessions to Democrats, 
jeopardizing his standing 
among his party’s far-right 
members and the possibil-
ity of his being removed as 
Speaker. The vociferous if 
not powerful MAGA wing 
has continued their defense 
of the former President 
and are seeking to use as 
leverage anything they be-
lieve could potentially halt 
Trump’s prosecutions.

However, GOP Rep. 
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Plano’s Parks for Pollinators Bioblitz gives park-goers 
opportunity to participate in pollinator research

PLANO -- Charge your 
smartphone, don your bug 
spray, and sign up for Plano 
Parks and Recreation’s an-
nual Parks for Pollinators 
Bioblitz this September! 
Hosted by the National 
Park and Recreation As-
sociation (NRPA), this na-
tional campaign relies on 
local action for finding and 
documenting area pollina-
tors and pollinator-friendly 
plants using the iNaturalist 
app. The result is a snap-
shot of the community’s 
biodiversity.

Plano’s Bioblitz focuses 
on Arbor Hills and Oak 
Point Park nature preserves, 

which are certified wildlife 
sanctuaries. Participants 
connect with nature while 
building awareness for the 
crucial role pollinators play 
in our communities.

Pollinators are essen-

tial to our ecosystem. In 
fact, more than 75 percent 
of the world’s flowering 
plants and 35 percent of the 
world’s crops rely on polli-
nators like bees and butter-
flies. Not only are they es-

sential for food production, 
they also support healthy 
ecosystems.

“Bioblitzes make engag-
ing with science easy and 
fun while giving the public 
an opportunity to contrib-
ute to a genuine scientific 
survey,” said Kelley Crim-
mins, community outreach 
specialist for Plano Parks 
and Recreation. “We look 
forward to sharing our find-
ings with researchers and 
the community at-large this 
fall to see the many differ-
ent kinds of pollinators that 
call these places home.”

People can participate by 
downloading the iNatural-

ist app and creating a pro-
file, joining the Plano Parks 
for Pollinators Bioblitz 
project page at iNatural-
ist.org, Then, get outside, 
and observe an individual 
organism, and pick some-
thing wild and take a clear, 
full frame photo, add an 
observation to the project 
page. 

Kids can also opt to use 
Seek to share their findings. 
This child-safe app devel-
oped by iNaturalist allows 
kids to discover the natural 
world by identifying plants 
and animals while earn-
ing badges along the way! 
Learn more about Seek and 

get monthly National Geo-
graphic challenges https://
www.nationalgeographic.
org/projects/bioblitz/.

The iNaturalist app is a 
joint initiative by the Cali-
fornia Academy of Sci-
ences and the National 
Geographic Society. Please 
review the Community 
Guidelines before partici-
pating.

Visit the Parks for Pol-
linators webpage for more 
information and join the 
project at https://www.
inaturalist.org/projects/pla-
no-parks-for-pollinators-
bioblitz-2023.
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Congress returns with looming showdowns, legal woes, and lame duck speaker

The White House and senators from both sides of the aisle advocate 
tying the short-term funding bill to critical provisions such as $24 

billion in aid to Ukraine and an additional $16 billion for communi-
ties devastated by natural disasters. However, a vocal faction of House 

conservatives opposes swiftly passing additional aid to Ukraine. 
(Photo via NNPA)

Dallas named a premier American city at The Monocle Quality of Life Conference
Dallas Mayor Eric L. 

Johnson last Friday partici-
pated in a panel discussion 
with Mayor Matúš Vallo of 
Bratislava, Slovakia. The 
panel, “Lessons from City 
Leader,” moderated by the 
editor in chief of Monocle 
magazine, Andrew Tuck, 
was held at the Monocle 
Quality of Life Conference 
in Munich, Germany.

Mayor Johnson was one 
of 20 leaders identified to 
participate in panel discus-

sions and in-depth inter-
views focused on building 
a better future in life and 
business. Johnson joined 
200 international delegates 
specializing in business, 
culture, urbanism, and cur-
rent affairs in Munich for 
the eighth edition of the 
conference.

“Dallas is a growing, in-
ternational city that repre-
sents urbanism at its best,” 
Mayor Johnson said. “It is a 
privilege to showcase Dal-

las as a premier American 
city on the world stage.”  

Mayor Johnson and May-
or Vallo discussed chang-
ing a city’s ambitions and 
lessons learned from lead-
ing a large US metropolis 
and a compact European 
city. Mayor Johnson spoke 
about his journey to becom-
ing Dallas’ 60th mayor and 
Dallas as a welcoming city 
of opportunity. He touted 
Dallas’ continued success in 
lowering violent crime and 

said one of his top three pri-
orities is to lead Dallas fur-
ther down the path toward 
becoming the safest major 
city in the United States.  

“Mayors are in the se-
curity business,” he said. 
“Public safety will remain 
my number one priority 
because if Dallas residents 
don’t feel secure, our city’s 
other objectives are guaran-
teed to fail.”  

Dallas is the only major 
American city to record 

year-over-year declines in 
every category of violent 
crime tracked by the Feder-
al Bureau of Investigation in 
2021 and 2022. A new Gal-
lup poll recently revealed 
that Americans rate Dallas 
the safest among America’s 
16 largest cities. 

In addition to public safe-
ty, Mayor Johnson said he is 
prioritizing increasing Dal-
las residents’ access to parks 
and providing property tax 
relief.

“I also want Dallas to be-
come the major city with the 
best park system in Texas 
and the lowest tax rate in 
the North Texas region,” 
he said. “Steady progress 
toward my administration’s 
top three goals will lead to 
a safer, greener, more pros-
perous city.”

The three-day conference 
featuring debates, panels, 
interviews, and networking 
opportunities concluded on 
Sept. 2.

See CONGRESS, Page 12



DENTON – On Mon-
day, August 28, FEMA an-
nounced the selections for 
nearly $3 billion in climate 
resilience funding through 
two competitive grant pro-
grams to help communities 
across the nation enhance 
climate and disaster resil-
iency.

In FEMA Region 6, this 
includes 9 BRIC national 
competition selections 
for $120.5 million and 68 
community-wide selections 
for $333.1 million in Flood 
Mitigation Assistance. 
These projects have met 
the basic eligibility require-
ments and will enter the 
next phase of the awards 
review process.

The nationwide fund-
ing includes $1.8 billion 
for critical resilience proj-
ects funded by the Build-
ing Resilient Infrastructure 
and Communities (BRIC) 
national competition and 
$642 million for Flood Mit-
igation Assistance (FMA) 
community-scale flood 
mitigation projects.

The top five primary haz-
ard sources of the projects 
selected in the national 
competition include flood-
ing, infrastructure failure, 
fire, drought, and dam or 

levee break hazards.
For the first time, Arkan-

sas, Louisiana and Texas 
were selected for BRIC 
awards for a combined total 
of $120.5 million in BRIC 
national competition selec-
tions.

• Arkansas: $2,511,537 
(1 project)

• Louisiana: $50,872,254 
(2 projects)

• Texas: $67,129,048 (6 
projects)

These are large mitiga-
tion projects and activi-
ties—six of which use na-
ture-based solutions—to 
reduce natural hazard risks 
for states, local communi-
ties, tribes and territories. 
Nature-based solutions are 
sustainable planning, de-
sign, environmental man-
agement and engineering 
practices that weave natu-
ral features or processes 
into the built environment 

to promote adaptation and 
resilience.

The Danville School 
District in Arkansas plans 
to construct a safe room at 
their Elementary School 
Campus. The safe room 
will accommodate more 
than 1,100 faculty, staff 
and students. Currently the 
Danville School District 
has no protection for their 
students and staff during 
severe wind and tornado 
events and this project, 
constructed to meet the new 
State-wide Building Codes, 
will protect and save lives.

Another example is the 
construction of a regional 
stormwater detention facil-
ity for Edinburgh, Texas, 
located in Hidalgo County. 
Edinburgh experiences fre-
quent flooding due to its 
flat terrain, low soil infiltra-
tion capacities, and intense 
rain events.  

Hidalgo County plans 
to excavate land, create 
a detention pond, widen 
existing drainage ditches, 
and install concrete pipes 
to provide 50-year flood 
protection. Through this 
nature-based solution, the 
proposed South Lateral 
Regional Detention Facil-
ity will reduce the depth 
of flooding and safeguard 
more than 5,700 residents 
that live in the county. 

Learn more about these 
and additional projects at 
the BRIC webpage.

Louisiana, Oklahoma 
and Texas received Flood 
Mitigation Assistance 
selections for a total of 
$333.1 million.

• Louisiana: 
$141,635,374 (45 projects)

• Oklahoma: $1,171,926 
(1 project)

• Texas: $190,291,883 
(22 projects)

This funding will go to-
wards community-wide 
elevation, acquisitions and 
mitigation reconstruction 
of repetitively flood-dam-
aged buildings insured by 
the National Flood Insur-

ance Program (NFIP).
In Louisiana, East Baton 

Rouge Parish plans to el-
evate 84 properties and de-
molish seven others to cre-
ate green space and prevent 
future damage.

In Oklahoma, Tulsa 
County plans to acquire and 
demolish four single-fam-
ily residential structures 
in the floodplain that have 
flooded numerous times 
over the years. This is part 
of a comprehensive flood-
plain buyout program Tulsa 
is implementing to buy and 
demolish homes in Special 
Flood Hazard Areas. 

Learn more about these 
and additional projects at 
the Flood Mitigation Assis-
tance webpage. 

These are the final selec-
tions for this grant cycle 
bringing the total to nearly 
$3 billion. In May, FEMA 
announced $160 million in 
smaller-scale selections to 
support mitigation projects 
and planning, project scop-
ing and the adoption and 
enforcement of hazard re-
sistant building codes.

President Biden has 

continued to provide addi-
tional funding to FEMA’s 
annual resilience grant 
programs, increasing them 
from $700 million to $1.16 
billion during his first year 
in office to nearly tripling 
it in the 2022 funding cy-
cle, $900 million of which 
came from the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law. The 
increased amount allows 
FEMA to diversify its geo-
graphic scope in funding 
selections and get more 
federal funds to communi-
ties needing it the most to 
become safer from the ef-
fects of climate change.

The law provides FEMA 
nearly $7 billion to invest 
in communitywide mitiga-
tion to proactively reduce 
their vulnerability to flood, 
hurricanes, drought, wild-
fires, extreme heat and oth-
er hazards.

FEMA’s mission is help-
ing people before, during, 
and after disasters. Follow 
us at twitter.com/FEMARe-
gion6 and at linkedin.com/
showcase/fema-region-6/ 
and like us at facebook.
com/FEMARegion6.

Tennessee, in January 
1996, a fire destroyed the 
Inner-City Baptist Church, 
which had racial slurs 
painted on its walls. Simi-
larly, in February 1996, a 
group of churches within 
a six-mile radius in Louisi-
ana were set ablaze on the 
anniversary of the sit-in in 
Greensboro, North Caro-
lina.

On June 21, 1995, four 
former Ku Klux Klan mem-
bers set the Macedonia 
Baptist Church on fire in 
Manning, South Carolina. 
The fire was one of many 
that plagued predominantly 

Black churches across the 
South during that period, 
and Macedonia Baptist was 
awarded $37.8 million in a 
decision against the Klan. 
A jury believed that the 
Klan’s rhetoric had moti-
vated the men to commit 
this heinous act.

This week, U.S. Rep. 
Chris Deluzio, D-Pa., 
wrote to the Department of 
Justice, asking for a federal 
investigation into the event 
to see whether Harris had 
violated any civil rights 
laws and, if it was deter-
mined he committed feder-
al crimes, to pursue him to 

the maximum degree pos-
sible, according to a press 
release. 

“With hate crimes on 
the rise across the country, 
including against Black 
Americans, it is under-
standable that any commu-
nity would be concerned by 
an armed individual terror-
izing a place of worship,” 
Deluzio wrote to the federal 
authorities. “A community 
not too far away from the 
massacre at the Tree of Life 
Synagogue in Pittsburgh, 
the Greater Dominion con-
gregation knows too well 
the harm that an armed in-
dividual filled with hate can 
do.”
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Let us hear from you!
If there are any news, events  or anything else we need to know 

about,  give us an e-mail at: editor@northdallasgazette.com

ATTACK, from Page 1
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FEMA announces nearly $3 billion in funding selections 
to drive resilience to climate change, extreme weather



KERA and the Dal-
las Symphony Orchestra 
today announce the pre-
miere and air dates for Ter-
ence Blanchard in Dallas, 
a new broadcast program 
documenting the seven-
time GRAMMY® winner 
and twice Oscar-nomi-
nated composer Terence 
Blanchard’s appearances at 
the Morton H. Meyerson 
Symphony Center in Feb-
ruary 2023. The hour-long 
program features the Dal-
las Symphony Orchestra 
performing selections from 
Blanchard’s opera Fire 
Shut Up in My Bones; a 
jazz set with Blanchard on 
trumpet, his E-Collective 
band and the Turtle Island 
Quartet; and conversations 
with Blanchard, soprano 
Karen Slack and bassist Da-
vid Ginyard. The broadcast 
will premiere on Tuesday, 
September 5 at 8:00PM 
on KERA TV and will re-
air on Friday, September 
8 at 11:00PM and Sunday, 
September 10 at 12:00PM. 
KERA will distribute Ter-
ence Blanchard in Dallas 
to PBS stations across the 
country this fall, through 
American Public Televi-
sion.

“The Dallas Symphony 
was honored to welcome 
Terence Blanchard back 
to Dallas for this incred-

ible two-night show this 
past spring,” said Kim 
Noltemy, Ross Perot Presi-
dent & CEO of the Dal-
las Symphony Orchestra. 
“We are thrilled to partner 
with KERA to present this 
remarkable program spot-
lighting the genius of Ter-
ence Blanchard with our or-
chestra and in our beautiful 
hall to audiences throughout 
North Texas and beyond.”

“Collaboration and com-
munity is an integral part 
of KERA’s mission, which 
is why we are delighted 
to partner with the Dal-
las Symphony Orchestra 
for this incredible program 
featuring the legendary Ter-
ence Blanchard,” said Bill 
Young, Vice President of 
Television at KERA. “Ter-
ence Blanchard in Dallas 
celebrates world-class art-
ists from around the world 
and right here in North Tex-
as. We’re excited to share 
this important program with 
audiences.”

Terence Blanchard in 
Dallas includes selections 
from Blanchard’s ground-
breaking opera Fire Shut 
Up in My Bones as well as 
jazz performances from his 
album Absence with the E-
Collective and the Turtle 
Island Quartet. Fire Shut 
Up in My Bones premiered 
at The Metropolitan Op-

era in September 2021 and 
marked the first time the 
New York institution staged 
an opera by a Black com-
poser in its 138-year his-
tory. The Washington Post 
hailed the work as “A wa-
tershed moment for Ameri-
can opera…A starting point 
for something new, a re-
fresh of where opera can 
take us.” The Chicago Sun 
Times called it “a major, 
compelling work by one 
of the most important, new 
composing voices in op-
era.” The New York Times 
columnist Charles M. 
Blow’s widely acclaimed 
memoir of his traumatic 
youth in Louisiana is the 
source for this extremely 
moving story. Librettist 
Kasi Lemmons, director of 
such remarkable films as 
Harriet and Eve’s Bayou, 
adapted Blow’s text for the 
opera. Baritone Nicholas 
Newton and soprano Karen 
Slack joined the DSO and 
Assistant Conductor Mau-
rice Cohn for these perfor-
mances in Dallas.

For the jazz selections, 
Blanchard was joined by his 
band, the E-Collective and 
the Turtle Island Quartet. 
Blanchard formed his revo-
lutionary jazz band E-Col-
lective in 2015. The group 
is creatively proficient at 
layering grooves fueled by 

funk, rock, R&B and the 
blues. On their latest album, 
the double- GRAMMY® 

-nominated Absence, the 
groups pay tribute to saxo-
phonist Wayne Shorter. 

Blanchard’s projects contin-
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Night markets slated in Dallas International District
The City of Dallas will 

host a Night Market in the 
Dallas International Dis-
trict on Sept. 9 and Dec. 
9 from 4 to 11 p.m. This 
one-of-a-kind event will 
celebrate the diversity of 
Dallas’ food, culture, and 
art. The event will feature 
over 50 vendors, live music 
and entertainment.

The Dallas International 
Night Market is produced 
by Dallas residents Elle 
Congelliere and Sarah 
Chung in partnership with 
the Dallas International 
District and City of Dallas. 
The Dallas International 
District, located on the for-
mer site of the Valley View 
Mall and an area near the 
Galleria, is to become a 
vibrant, multicultural, in-

novative and eco-friendly 
live-work-play-visit com-
munity. 

Anchored by Dallas In-
ternational Commons, an 
iconic 20-acre park, the 
area is already home to 
numerous international 
restaurants and a dynamic 
residential community. 

The redevelopment will 
transform the 450-acre ar-
eas into a regional down-
town that will include a 
Pre-K to 12th grade Inter-
national STEAM Acad-
emy, as well as hotels, vi-
brant retail and residences. 
All are to be connected by 
pedestrian, bike and public 

transportation.
“I’m glad Dallas has cre-

ated the International Night 
Market to highlight various 
cultures and regions around 
the world,” District 11 City 
Council Member Jaynie 
Schultz said. “By attend-
ing, residents and visitors 
have the opportunity to 
interact with people from 
across the globe and learn 
about different cultures 
through food, entertain-
ment, hands-on activities, 
and more.”

Congelliere and Chung 
are both passionate about 
promoting the diversity of 
Dallas and are involved 
in many local social and 
philanthropic organiza-
tions. They believe that the 
night market will be a great 

way to showcase the city’s 
international community 
in a new and unique way 
while also introducing the 
DID and future plans to de-
velop another special Dal-
las neighborhood to North 
Texas and beyond.

“We are both honored 
and excited to create the 
first Dallas International 
Night Market hosted in 
the Dallas International 
District,” said Congelliere. 
“This event will be the per-
fect opportunity for people 
to come together and cel-
ebrate the truly diverse, vi-
brant, and inclusiveness of 
our Dallas community.”

The Dallas International 
Night Market will be a 
great opportunity to expe-
rience the diverse culture 

of Dallas, and will feature 
a variety of food vendors 
from all over the world. 
There will also be a vari-
ety of local artisans selling 
handmade goods, as well as 
live entertainment and per-
formances.

“We hope that the Dallas 
International Night Mar-
ket will become a staple in 
our community that culti-
vates a desire for not only 
repeat events, but builds 
on the need for a larger in-
ternational festival,” said 
Chung. “An international 
festival we anticipate host-
ing in the Dallas Interna-
tional District in 2024.”

The event is free to at-
tend and open to all ages. 
Details at dallasinternation-
aldistrict.com/events.
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Terence Blanchard In Dallas at The Meyerson Symphony Center
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NDG Book Review: ‘I Wasn’t Supposed to Be Here’ is a feel-good gift
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

Something’s all wrong 
about this scenario.

It doesn’t even look right. 
It’s a mess, which isn’t 
how you expected it to be. 
No, you should’ve turned 
around the minute you saw 
it, walked out the door, and 
denied all responsibility 
but now you’re involved. 
And in the new memoir 
“I Wasn’t Supposed to Be 
Here” by Jonathan Cony-
ers, making things good is 
going to take some work.

For most of his earliest 
life, Jon Conyers was nev-
er totally sure where he’d 
wake up the next weekend. 
His parents were both ad-

dicted to crack, and moving 
from apartment to shelter 
and back and from state to 
state happened all the time 
for him and his siblings.

“I just knew I never felt 
safe,” he says.

Despite that his child-
hood was “tinged with 
trauma,” Conyers’ parents 
insisted on one good thing: 
that their five children get 
an education. That was 
the family beacon, an un-
wavering base that never 
changed. Conyers says his 
parents were often high but 
they still showed up to par-
ent-teacher conferences, 
without fail, and his older 
brothers each attended col-
lege. 

Conyers, however, strug-
gled. He did well in school 
while the family lived in 
Virginia, but back in New 
York, the streets were of-
ten more appealing than a 
classroom.

He says that the old Af-
rican proverb is correct, 
though: it does take a vil-
lage to raise a child. He  
saw, early-on, that if you 
don’t have a village, you 
need to build one yourself 
– and that’s what he did. 

When he had trouble 
staying in school, a men-
tor held him accountable. 
Others saw past the righ-
teous anger that surfaced 
from him sometimes, and 
they pushed him to study at 
a Harlem high school that 
helped him channel his en-
ergy and succeed. He was 
further encouraged to ap-
ply for a summer program 
that expanded his horizons. 

Conyers says “I was go-

ing to learn all I could, be 
successful, and come back 
to help the people in my 
community.”

And then his dream was 
almost derailed by one 
small thing...

Does this story sound 
familiar? If you’re a fan of 
Humans of New York on 
social media or in books, 
then you might have read 
bits of author Jonathan 
Conyers’ story. In “I Wasn’t 
Supposed to Be Here,” 
you’ll get the rest of it.

And you’ll see the grace 
inside this story, so much 
grace that it almost makes 
you weep.

Starting before he was 
born, Conyers writes, 

it seemed as though the 
universe was conspiring 
against him: he was almost 
aborted, he was sometimes 
hungry, and sometimes 
homeless. His education 
was often in question, as 
was his life, but there’s no 
real complaining in the tell-
ing of any of this. Readers 
just get the facts, in a voice 
that uplifts as it conveys 
awe at the presence of an-
gels in a “village.”

While this book seems 
aimed at adults, it could 
be a wonderful, meaning-
ful gift for older teens, 
too. If anyone needs a 
feel-good, “I Wasn’t Sup-
posed to Be Here” is all 
kinds of right.

wamy’s discourse encap-
sulates a distilled form of 
Republican race rhetoric. 
For example, Bump noted 
that when Ramaswamy 
announced his candidacy 
earlier this year, he invoked 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
speech during the March on 
Washington in 1963.

“That was the speech 
where he said, ‘I hope my 

four children grow up in 
a country where they are 
judged not on the color of 
their skin, but on the con-
tent of their character,’” 
Ramaswamy declared 
his candidacy in a video. 
“That dream stuck with 
me. It meant something to 
me.”

In that video, and since 
then, Bump noted how Ra-

maswamy explained what 
that quote meant to him. 
“In keeping with an inordi-
nate amount of Republican 
rhetoric in recent years, 
the candidate sees King’s 
words not in the broader 
context of his full speech 
or the historic moment in 
which it was given but as a 
sort of Uno-reverse for the 
race card: that any recogni-
tion of racial disparities is 
at odds with King’s vision,” 

Bump wrote.
Ramaswamy seems to 

selectively interpret King’s 
words, using them as a 
shield against acknowl-
edging the persistent racial 
disparities in the nation 
despite evoking his legacy 
and his vision of a world 
where character rather than 
skin color is the determin-
ing factor. His assertion 
that “reverse racism is rac-
ism” echoes sentiments 

that have resonated within 
segments of the Republi-
can Party in recent years. 
The notion, a cornerstone 
of Trump’s appeal, posi-
tions white individuals as 
victims of discrimination, 
often sidelining the his-
torical context of systemic 
racism faced by Black and 
Hispanic Americans.

Such statements continue 
to raise alarm bells about 
the candidate’s commit-

ment to addressing issues 
of racial injustice. “Vivek 
Ramaswamy’s comments 
against Congresswoman 
Ayanna Pressley do not 
provoke ‘open and hon-
est discussion’ on race in 
America. Rather they re-
veal the depths of his own 
dishonesty,” members of 
the Congressional Black 
Caucus (CBC) wrote in a 
statement on Tuesday, Aug. 
29.

RAMASWAMY, from Page 2

Bishop Arts Theatre opens 30th anniversary season 
with Franky Gonzalez’s adaptation of Othello

Bishop Arts Theatre 
Center (BATC) is thrilled 
to kick off its 30th Anniver-
sary season with an adapta-
tion of Othello by BATC’s 
playwright-in-residence 
Franky D. Gonzalez. This 
production will begin Oc-
tober 19 – November 5, 
2023, for three consecutive 
weekends. 

The play follows the 
tragedies surrounding 
Imani Othello, a passionate 
football fan on the coaching 
staff of the nation’s most 
beloved team, whose life is 
irrevocably changed when 
she is named head coach. 
Executive Artistic Director/
Founder Teresa Coleman 
Wash comments, “It’s been 
years since we’ve had De-
nise on our stage in a per-
formance. We’ve partnered 
with her nonprofit Visions 

For Change on several 
events, but we’re thrilled 
to have her in her element, 
breathing life into Imani 
Othello. She’s a national 
treasure right here in our 
backyard.”

Denise Lee is an award-
winning actress and singer 
whose powerful voice, 
warm and friendly demean-
or, and brassy performance 
style has charmed theater, 
nightclub, film, and televi-
sion audiences for more 
than three decades. 

She is the founder and 
Executive Producer of the 
Denise Lee Onstage Caba-
ret Series and the Dallas 
Cabaret Festival featuring 
the best in Dallas-based 
and National Cabaret Art-
ists. 

As an actress, she has 
performed in almost every 

theater in the metroplex, 
most recently as ‘Wiletta 
Mayer’ in Dallas Theater 
Center’s Trouble in Mind. 
In April of last year, she 
brought her show Pressure 
Makes Diamonds home to 
Circle Theater after pre-
miering it to rave reviews at 
Lyric Theatre of Oklahoma. 

For her one-woman 
shows Divas of American 
Music and Too Old, Too 
Fat, Too Black – Songs I’ll 
Never Sing On Broadway, 
she was awarded Broad-
wayWorld Awards for Best 
Cabaret Performer.

She is also the recipient 
of the Sammons Center for 
the Arts Cabaret Artist of 
the Year and multiple Dal-
las Theater Critic Forum 
and Dallas Readers Voice 
Awards. 

Lee has recently added 

‘playwright’ to her list of 
accomplishments. Her first 
play, Funny, You Don’t Act 
Like A Negro had its World 
Premiere at the historic 
Theatre Three in February 
2020. In addition to her 
career as an Artist, Denise 
Lee is a fierce Social Jus-
tice activist. 

She established ‘Com-
munity Conversations’ 
through her non-profit 
organization Visions For 
Change, Inc. Since 2016, 
these monthly gatherings 
have brought people to-
gether for respectful, open, 
honest dialogue in order to 
heal racial and community 
tension. 

VFC also hosts and spon-
sors Anti-Racist and Di-
versity Workshops for arts 
organizations, schools, and 
corporations. For these ef-

forts, she has received sev-
eral awards, including the 
Black Tie Dinner’s 2022 
Dale Hansen Ally of the 
Year Award, the 2019 Ca-
thedral of Hope’s Hero of 
Hope Award. 

She also serves as the 
Social Justice Strategist 
for the Dallas Children’s 
Theater and is on the Board 
of Directors for the AT&T 
Performing Arts Center.

Franky D. Gonzalez is a 
Latino playwright based in 
Dallas and L.A. His work 
has appeared with The 
Lark, Sundance Institute, 
the Ojai Playwrights Con-
ference, NNPN, LTC Car-
naval, Latinx Playwrights 
Circle, Urbanite Theatre, 
Great Plains Theatre Con-
ference, Goodman Theatre, 
The New Harmony Project, 
The Workshop Theater, 

LAByrinth Theater Com-
pany, Ars Nova, and Dallas 
Theater Center among oth-
ers. He has also received 
commissions from MTC/
Sloan and the Charles 
Rowan Beye New Play 
Commission. A

 staff writer on Season 
Four of 13 Reasons Why, 
Franky most recently won 
the Judith Royer Award for 
Excellence in Playwriting, 
the Risk Theatre Modern 
Tragedy Grand Prize, the 
Crossroads Project Di-
verse Voices Playwriting 
Initiative Award, was a 
co-winner of the MetLife 
Nuestras Voces Latino 
named the 4 Seasons Resi-
dent Playwright, a Sony 
Pictures Television Diverse 
Writers Program Fellow, a 



After decades of alleged 
discrimination by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) against Black 
farmers, the department’s 
Foreign Agricultural Ser-
vice (FAS) has been work-
ing to encourage and help 
secure opportunities for mi-
nority farmers to gain trac-
tion in international trade, 
while growing and promot-
ing their businesses. 

Under the Inflation Re-
duction Act, of the $5.3 
billion dedicated U.S. 

farmers, $3.1 billion will 
target distressed borrowers 
in paying off farm debts, 

while $2.2 billion is allo-
cated for farmers who’ve 
suffered discrimination 

through USDA farm pro-
grams, NNPA reported.

African Americans lag 
behind others drastically 
when it comes to invest-
ing and trading in the stock 
market, which accounts for 
much of the wealth gap be-
tween the Black population 
and that of whites.

While many American 
may perceive the stock 
market as too complex, 
time-consuming, and ex-
pensive to get involved in. 
J.R. and Eric are trying to 
change that by teaching be-
ginners a non-complicated, 
and non-intimidating way 
to learn the stock market 
and to become active trad-
ers, while having a good 
time.

Through “FLip that Op-
tion,” an easy, and interac-
tive online game to teach 
beginners how to trade 
options, Trading Options 
offers the unique ability 
to make money daily and 
weekly which can be used 
to pay for bills, travel, or 
anything else one wants to 
use the money for. Once 

a player learns to play the 
game, it takes less than 5 
minutes to place a trade 
during the day on a laptop, 
tablet, or smartphone. 

The game teaches what 
is an option, how to make 
money trading options, 
how to open a special ac-
count to trade options, how 
to find options to trade, and 

various option strategies, 
all while using the latest 
technology to trade.

Additionally, they have a 
private online community 
that includes live weekly 
training, teaching mod-
ules, live chat, and daily 
“thought bubbles,” which 
are live commentaries 
about trading opportunities 
each day.

The program amounts 
to training for anyone who 
has ever wanted to learn 
about the stock market and 
trading options.

J.R. Fenwick (known as 
“The Stock FLipper”) and 
Eric V. Johnson (known as 

“The Options Professor”) 
recently collaborated to 
create the game designed to 
help people learn to trade 
options. The two have been 
trading in the stock market 
for over 15 years. After 
meeting each other over 
eight years ago and becom-
ing fast friends and busi-
ness partners, they have 
helped over 35,000 people 
learn about the stock mar-

ket.
“This is a skillset you can 

use the rest of your life and 
we are committed to teach-
ing as many of our people 
as possible the valuable 
and life-changing skill of 
trading options,” says J.R. 
and Eric.

To learn to play the 
FLip That Option Game 
and generate income, visit 
FLipThatOption.com.
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September 1, 2023
Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing business 
in the North Texas market since 1963. With clients such as TxDOT, Dallas County 
Public Works, and the Cities of Dallas, Fort Worth, Richardson, and Mansfield 
(plus many others), we have a strong backlog of work in the highway market lo-
cally.
We are currently hiring for the following positions:
• Form setter (Paving)
• Boom Mobile Crane (CDL)
• Concrete Finishers (Paving)
• Laborer (Paving, Earthwork)
• Loader Operator (Earthwork)
• Batch Plant Operator (Concrete)
• Excavator Operator (Earthwork)
• Concrete Paving Operator (Paving)
• Motor Grader Operator (Earthwork)
• Barricade Servicer (Must have valid DL)
• CDL Drivers (Water Truck, End Dump, Belly Dump)
Available: multiple openings
Rate: Negotiable
Must have own transportation.
Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (depending on 
position)
Physical and Drug Screen Required
Must have a Clear Background
Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs.)

ue to explore issues of racial 
injustices and the collective 
conscience. The 2015 al-
bum Breathless takes its 
title from the last words 
uttered by Eric Garner – “I 
can’t breathe.” The group 
presented the world pre-
miere of a multi-disciplin-

ary version of Breathless at 
the DSO’s 2018 SOLUNA 
Festival. Caravan: A Revo-
lution on the Road made its 
debut at Dallas’s Majestic 
Theatre. He responds, “You 
get to a certain age when 
you ask, ‘Who’s going to 
stand up and speak out for 

us?’ Then you look around 
and realize that the James 
Baldwins, Muhammad Alis 
and Dr. Kings are no longer 
here … and begin to under-
stand that it falls on you.” 
Through these expressions 
and explorations of social 
injustices, he continues to 
musically and technically 
innovate.

BLANCHARD, from Page 9

Playwrights Center Core 
Writer, and the Bishop Arts 
Theatre Center Playwright-
in-Residence.

The Tragedy of Othello 
begins October 19 – No-
vember 5, 2023, for three 
consecutive weekends 
at the Bishop Arts The-

atre Center at 215 S Tyler 
Street, Dallas, TX 75208. 
Tickets for The Tragedy of 
Othello can be purchased 
online at www.bishoparts-
theatre.org or by calling the 
box office at 214.948.0716 
Monday through Friday, 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Prices range from $18 - 
$50, and seats are general 
admission. Discounts are 
available for seniors, stu-
dents, and groups of 15 or 
more. 

The Tragedy of Othello 
is presented by the Jean 
Baptiste “Tad” Adoue III 
Fund at The Dallas Foun-
dation.

BATC, from Page 10

Two stock trading experts create fun online game 
to teach African Americans how to trade options

Building opportunities for minority farmers through 
the McGovern-Dole Food for Education Program

See FARMERS, Page 13

Ri
ca

rd
o 

Ta
m

ay
o 

IV
 / 

U
ns

pl
as

h



Last year, FAS started 
working closely with Ar-
kansas River Rice, the only 
black-owned rice mill in 
the United States. 

Through his work with 
FAS, Arkansas River Rice 
owner, PJ Haynie, was in-
troduced to global trade 
through his participation in 
an agribusiness trade mis-
sion. Haynie traveled to 
Nairobi, Kenya, and Zan-
zibar, Tanzania, alongside 
Former USDA Deputy Sec-
retary Dr. Jewel Bronaugh 
and FAS Administrator 
Daniel Whitley.

“It was such an eye-
opening experience to have 
boots on the ground and 
see how what we grow can 
make a difference in the 
lives of people we’ve never 
met,” Haynie said. “It al-
lowed me to think about 
the logistics of shipping in-
ternationally and the ways 

we can incorporate that into 
our daily operations.”

Inspired by the trade 
mission, Haynie applied 
for Arkansas River Rice to 
become one of the suppli-
ers for the McGovern-Dole 
Food for Education Pro-
gram. The program helps 
FAS boost food security, 
education, and child de-
velopment in low-income 
countries experiencing a 
worldwide food shortage.

“At Arkansas River Rice, 
we are fortunate to have a 
state-of-the-art, two-grade 
facility that can process up 
to 22 metric tons of rice per 
hour,” Haynie said. “This 
level of rice production 
allowed us to secure our 
first contract through FAS 
to export 180 MT of rice 
to Kyrgyzstan through the 
McGovern-Dole Program 
in the spring of 2023. It was 
incredibly historic, and we 
are excited to be a part of 

that.”
“FAS is fully committed 

to keep increasing the in-
clusivity of our programs, 
and our work with Arkan-
sas River Rice is an incred-
ible example of the impacts 
black farmers can make on 
the U.S. trade and global 
food security,” said FAS 
Administrator Daniel B. 

Whitley. “Our joint work 
brings the benefits of in-
ternational trade to many 
black farmers and will in-
spire future generations 
of growers to foster and 
promote U.S. agriculture 
around the world.”

Recent reports reveal 
great losses to Black farm-
ers, including a May 2022 

study showing over $326 
billion in land value losses 
during the 20th century, as 
NNPA recently reported. 
This, following a 2021 Pro-
Publica report illuminating 
systematic discrimination 
by federal agencies, includ-
ing the USDA’s restriction 
of access to federal funds 
through discriminatory 

loan denials and deliberate 
delays in financial aid, they 
report.

To learn more about get-
ting involved with FAS, 
visit: https://www.fas.usda.
gov/programs.

To learn more about Ar-
kansas River Rice, visit: 
https://www.arkansasriver-
rice.com/.
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FARMERS, from Page 11

CONGRESS, from Page 7

Job Title:  Electrical Engineer
Wage:  $68,952.00/year 
Position Type:  Full time

Duties and position description:
Develop power system one-line diagrams using SKM, ETAP, or other equivalent software; travel to customer sites and coordi-
nate with on-site personnel to gather and field verify necessary electrical system information to develop the one-lines. 
This includes, but is not limited to: 
 • Gathering as-built documentation such as riser one-line diagrams, floor plans, etc.
 • Gathering equipment nameplate information for transformers, motors, generators, switchgear, MCC’s, panelboards  
   etc. 
 • Gathering protective device data for devices such as circuit breakers, fuses, relays, etc. Data includes model/type, 
   size, settings, and other necessary information
 • Gathering cable sizes, lengths, and types, Gathering CT information where applicable,
 • Gathering Utility source information
 • Complete power system study for short circuit, coordination, and arc flash hazard analysis using SKM, ETAP, or 
   other equivalent software
 • Develop Time Current Curves (TCC’s) for coordination and arc flash hazard reduction analysis
 • Produce final written report to support power system study analysis 
 • Return to site to apply the arc flash hazard labels to applicable equipment
Required Qualifications:
 • Bachelor’s of Electrical Engineering
 • Proficiency with Microsoft Outlook, Word and Excel
 • Must be able to clearly communicate in English via verbal and written methods, and effectively communicate    
   directly to customers and co-workers
 • Must be able to pass a pre-employment drug test and periodic, unannounced random drug tests
 • Must be able to pass a pre-employment criminal background check
 • Must be available to work overtime and travel out of town periodically
 • Must be able to lift to 50 pounds, climb ladders, stand for extended periods, drive regularly, with or without reason-
able accommodations
 • Must be able to pass a fit for duty physical exam 
 • Must have a valid driver’s license, and currently have and be able to maintain a good driving record
 • Must be available for periodic domestic travel (Travel would likely be within Texas)
Desired Qualifications, Considered an Asset:
 • Prefer educational focus in Power Systems studies 
 • Prefer candidate who have passed the FE Exam 
 • Experience in short- circuit, protective device coordination, arc-flash and power quality studies a plus
 • Experience using SKM, ETAP, ASPEN, EasyPower, or other power system modeling software a plus

About Shermco Industries Inc.:  Shermco is North America’s largest and fastest-growing electrical testing organization accred-
ited by the InterNational Electrical Testing Association. Trusted since 1974, Shermco has you covered when it comes to electri-
cal testing, maintenance and industry requirements. Shermco brings a comprehensive understanding of international electri-
cal power standards and industry requirements combined with decades of customer experience. With more than 700 skilled 
engineers and technicians, Shermco meets every need for reliable electrical power solutions. From engineering solutions to 
in-shop motor repair, your trusted partner for electrical testing services is a resource for anything you need in the electrical 
power system. That’s why we say… if it’s in the electrical power system, Shermco does it.
Backed by Gryphon Investors, a leading private equity firm focused on profitably growing and competitively enhancing middle-
market companies in partnership with experienced management, Shermco is poised for the next decade and beyond.

Our Mission
To provide a level of service that exceeds our customers’ expectations. We will maintain a healthy work environment and 
advance a culture of safe work practices wherein management and employees work together as a team seeking excellence in 
safety.

To apply, please visit www.shermco.com/careers, JOB ID # 3270.  This is an in-person position, and the candidate must be 
geographically located to attend our facilities or willing to relocate to the Irving, TX area to be considered.  No relocation as-
sistance will be provided.

See PRICE, Page 13

Mike Simpson of Idaho, 
who chairs one of the ap-
propriations subcommit-
tees, acknowledged the 
need for Democratic sup-
port in short-term and lon-
ger-term funding bills. He 
warned that McCarthy may 
find himself in a precarious 
situation as compromise 
becomes the order of the 
day in Washington.

“The challenge for Mc-
Carthy, and I’ll be real hon-
est with you, is that if he 
works with the Democrats, 
obviously, the Democrats 
are not going to do it for 
free. They want something. 
So, it’s going to be a com-
promise – one of those real-
ly bad words in Washington 
for some reason,” Simpson 
told CNN. “Then you’re 
going to find a resolution 

introduced on the floor to 
vacate the chair.”

While the short-term 
funding crisis dominates 
the current congressional 
agenda, the House will 
also consider its home-
land spending bill, offering 
conservatives a fresh op-
portunity to influence their 
party’s border policy.

Meanwhile, Democrats 
are already positioning 
themselves to pin any po-
tential government shut-
down squarely on the 
House GOP. Senate Major-
ity Leader Chuck Schumer 
emphasized their focus on 
funding the government 
and preventing what he 
called “House Republican 
extremists” from causing a 
shutdown when the Senate 
returns next week.

Disclosing ‘true normal price’ to protect consumers from deception
(Newswise) — Fifty 

years ago, the Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC) 
stopped enforcing decep-
tive pricing regulations, 
assuming that competition 
would keep retailers hon-
est. Since then, competition 

has increased significantly 
— yet the practice of post-
ing false, inflated compari-
son prices alongside sale 
prices has continued un-
checked.

Think of an advertise-
ment from a furniture store 

that touts a $599 sale price 
for a couch as an $800 sav-
ings from a promoted regu-
lar price of $1,399. The 
problem is that the store 
may have never offered the 
couch for sale at the higher 
price.

This practice, called “fic-
titious pricing,” is ubiqui-
tous in the retail trade. One 
recent investigation tracked 
the prices of 25 major re-
tailers and found that “most 
stores’ sale prices … are 
bogus discounts” because 

the listed regular price is 
seldom, if ever, the price 
charged for the products.

“Competition and the 
Regulation of Fictitious 
Pricing” is forthcoming in 
the Journal of Marketing 
from Joe Urbany, professor 

of marketing at the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame’s Men-
doza College of Business, 
along with Rick Staelin 
from Duke University and 
Donald Ngwe, a senior re-
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searcher at Microsoft.
The paper critically 

evaluates two assumptions 
underlying the FTC’s deci-
sion to halt deceptive pric-
ing prosecution.

The first is that inflated 
reference prices are largely 
ignored by consumers, who 
focus primarily on the sale 
prices, leading to price 
competition that pushes 
selling prices lower and 
renders reference prices 
harmless.

However, dozens of em-
pirical studies in marketing 
and psychology reveal that 
advertised reference prices 
— even those exaggerated 
to unrealistic levels — have 
significant impact on con-
sumer decision-making. 
This is explained by the 
natural value that consum-
ers place on getting a good 
deal, labeled “transaction 
utility” by Richard Thaler 
in his Nobel Prize-winning 
body of work.

In contrast to the FTC’s 
second assumption that 
competition drives out eco-
nomic incentives to cheat, 
a number of recent eco-
nomic models show the 
opposite. Competition in 
fact increases the chance 
that a firm will offer noisy 
information in an attempt 
to shield itself by looking 
different to customers. As a 
result, deception is found to 
be more profitable as com-
petition increases.

These are fundamental 

forces that encourage the 
use of fictitious pricing. 
They also explain why 
state-level regulatory ef-
forts and even a growing 
number of class action law-
suits have done little to dis-
courage the practice.

“There are limits to en-
forcement by litigation,” 
Urbany said. “It allows 
only a relatively small 
number of meaningful ac-
tions in a given time period, 
leading to limited visibility 
and impact on widespread 
practice.”

The authors propose in-
stead a disclosure solution 
in the form of requiring 
firms that use comparison 
prices in their sales promo-
tion to additionally post the 
item’s true normal price 
(TNP). The TNP is the 
most frequently offered 
price for that product in a 
given period.

For example, let’s say a 
price-promoting furniture 
retailer actually offers the 
sofa for sale at $1,399 for 
the first two weeks in a 
quarter (making zero sales), 
and then advertises the sofa 
on sale at $599, promot-
ing $800 in savings for the 
other 10 weeks. Under the 
TNP disclosure proposal, 
the retailer would need to 
post $599 as its true normal 
price for the product in any 
subsequent sales promo-
tions that included state-
ment of a “regular price.”

Through a controlled 

experiment with 900 par-
ticipants, the authors found 
that providing TNP infor-
mation largely eliminates 
the effect of an advertised 
regular price, which oth-
erwise significantly raises 
the chance a consumer will 
buy.

To gauge the likely re-
sponse of firms to the TNP 
disclosure concept, the au-

thors also interviewed a 
dozen senior retail execu-
tives, each with extensive 
experience in pricing.

“Our interviews revealed 
that some practitioners are 
very supportive of efforts 
to rein in what is perceived 
to be an ‘out-of-control’ 
promotional environment,” 
Urbany said. “At the same 
time, they and others of-

fered more sobering in-
sights about the realities of 
likely resistance to inter-
vention.”

The paper concludes 
with conjectures about how 
TNP provision would mo-

tivate greater honesty in 
pricing, likely having an 
impact on average market 
prices, promotion frequen-
cies and firm profits. Im-
portant research directions 
are highlighted.

PRICE, from Page 12

Investor decisions likely to push out Black families
(Newswise) — Buy-

ing a home is one of the 
main ways the American 
middle class can accumu-
late wealth. However, home 
ownership has declined 
over recent years. 

Between 2007 and 2016, 
home ownership declined 
by 5.5.%, hurting the mid-
dle class and revealing a 
great divide when it comes 
to race--Black home owner-
ship being 41.7% and white 
ownership, 71.7%.

More recent trends show 
home ownership has in-
creased slightly in the White 
population, at a 3% growth 
rate since 2017, yet recent 
affordability challenges 

have hit minority home buy-
ers particularly hard, said 
Jessica Lautz, chief econo-
mist and vice president of 
research for NAR. 

Large Investors have 
been purchasing houses at 
a steady rate since the last 
recession, even acquiring 
up to 76% of for-sale, sin-
gle-family homes in some 
neighborhoods. 

Although smaller invest-
ment groups buy homes, it 
is large private investment 
firms that have the greatest 
market impact. Such inves-
tors often buy and renovate 
homes, then rent said homes 
at a higher price.  On aver-
age, large investor purchas-

es increased from around 
0% in 2007 to over 12% in 
2013. 

Just how much does such 
investment affect availabil-
ity in the housing market 
for different segments of the 
population? New research 
from the Georgia Institute 
of Technology shows in-
stitutional investments (in-
vestments made on behalf 
of clients) have a greater im-
pact on Black families and 
are more likely to push out 
Black, middle-class home-
owners from their neighbor-
hoods.

Data from 800 neighbor-
hoods in the metro Atlanta 
between 2007 and 2016 re-

veal major investors bought 
homes in majority-minority 
neighborhoods far from 
downtown and in lower-
income areas. The neigh-
borhoods, predominantly 
Black, included underval-
ued homes that remained 
desirable with good market 
value.

Such large investment de-
cisions effectively cut Black 
families out of home own-
ership and caused the loss 
of more than $4 billion in 
home equity for Black fami-
lies over a 10-year period, 
according to the research. 
This is likely a conservative 
estimate, explained Brian 
An, assistant professor in 

the School of Public Policy, 
representing home values 
that would have gone to 
individual homebuyers had 
large institutional invest-
ment firms not purchased 
them.

With a language process-
ing tool called OpenRefine, 
which cleans and groups 
textual data, Professor An 
combed through millions of 
observations, then analyzed 
the data using the Herfin-
dahl–Hirschman Index 
(HHI), a measure of market 
concentration that can de-
termine diversity. An then 
used transaction data, like 
buyer names and mailing 
addresses, to determine who 

the involved property own-
ers were.

Considering neighbor-
hood dynamics, An found 
a significantly greater con-
centration of investments 
in Black neighborhoods ef-
fectively drove down home 
ownership rates for Black 
families.

Professor An presented 
his findings in the paper, 
“The influence of institu-
tional single-family rental 
investors on homeowner-
ship: Who gets targeted 
and pushed out of the local 
market?” His research was 
published in the Journal of 
Planning Education and Re-
search in June.
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How Many Coughs is Enough For One Day
By Dr. James L. Snyder

This past week start-
ed rather rough. At least 
rougher than others.

It started with a cough. A 
cough is not that serious if 
it’s just one cough or may-
be two. But it is not good 
when it is one cough after 
another and another.

One day last week, right 
after this coughing spell 
began, the Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage and 
I enjoyed a fine supper, and 
I sat back in my chair as we 
started watching TV and re-
laxing after a busy day.

Then, my coughing 
spree began. I coughed and 
coughed and coughed al-
most uncontrollably. I’ve 

had a coughing fit, and then 
I sneezed my brains out. 
That’s snot good.

I was hoping to get this 
under control and quite 
soon.

Looking at me, the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Par-
sonage said, “What’s all 
that coughing about?” She 
said it as though I had con-
trol over my coughing.

“Oh, nothing,” I said, “I 
think I just swallowed a 
fly.” Then I smiled.

“What,” she exclaimed, 
“you swallowed a fly? 
Didn’t you have enough at 
supper?”

Now, I’m in trouble. I 
had no explanation that she 
would accept.

Then, I had another 

coughing spell that seemed 
worse than before. I tried to 
stop but just could not.

At my age, you would 
think I could control the 
things in my life. I tried, but 
I have yet to be successful.

Now, Miss-Nurse-Am-I 
stepped in. She had a ther-
mometer to take my tem-
perature, and it was high. 
She gave me a Covid test, 
and I passed, much to her 
chagrin and my smile. She 
then took my blood pres-
sure, and it was high. Imag-
ine 2 out of 3!

When all her testing was 
finished, she looked at me 
seriously. This was on Sat-
urday, and she said we had 
to cancel our Sunday morn-
ing service. I tried to pro-

test, but I was coughing too 
much to respond.

Not having the church 
service on Sunday morning 
is a great downer for me. 
I love nothing more than 
Sunday church. And there 
was no replacement, so the 
service had to be canceled. 
That made me cough even 
more with a sour ending.

Then, the law was laid 
down. “I’m calling the doc-
tor,” she said, “on Monday 
and schedule an appoint-
ment. You’re sick.”

In my position, I had 
nothing to do but cough.

There is nothing more 
that I like doing than see-
ing my doctor to begin the 
week. He loves seeing me, 
and we all know why. It 

ain’t my charming, good 
looks, that’s for sure.

There is no Sunday I 
like less than not going to 
church and wearing pa-
jamas all day. I did try 
to get dressed, but Miss-
Nurse-Am-I caught me 
and said, “Don’t you dare 
get dressed. You’re spend-
ing the day in bed. You’re 
sick.”

Well, if I want to object 
to Miss-Nurse-Am-I, I had 
better make plans for my 
funeral.

I did not know how long 
a Sunday is when I’m in my 
pajamas, not permitted to 
do anything but cough. And 
cough, I did.

I tried to take advan-
tage of these coughing 

spells and sometimes faked 
some. Don’t let her know, 
but a fake cough can have 
a soothing element to it, 
along with a smile.

Then Monday came, 
as it always does. The ap-
pointment was made for 
the morning, thanks to a 
cancellation. And I was 
getting ready to go to the 
doctor and get his report 
on my condition. I wasn’t 
that anxious, but I had no 
choice then.

My appointment was at 
10:15, and I arrived just 
before 10:00. I like to be 
early. I was lucky, and I got 
to see my doctor at 11:10. 
This is why doctors call us 

See COUGH, Page 15

A Wonderful Day
By Daris Howard

My mother is 92 and has 
been without my father for 
about twelve years. Most 
of her friends have passed 
away, and even though she 
lives with my sister or is 
with other family for part 
of the year, she still feels 
lonely without my father, 
her friends, and her parents 
and siblings who are gone.

With the Labor Day 
holiday coming up, she 
said she would love to do 
something different from 
the normal routine of her 
life. That was when I got 
the idea of having us all 
take her on an hour and a 
half drive to where she was 
born and raised. One of my 
daughters suggested that 
we have lunch at a buf-
fet restaurant, too. It all 
sounded like a great day. 
The only problem was I 
had so much to do, and I 
wondered if I could make 
it all work.

On Labor Day, I was 
up at 5:30 in the morn-
ing helping the scouts put 
flags up in front of every 
home in our rural commu-
nity. When I got home, I 
did my homework for my 
doctoral classes, and be-
fore I finished, my mother 
was more than ready to go. 

We were soon on our way, 
and as we drove along, my 
mother told us stories.

“Over in that house was 
a friend of mine. Her name 
was Linda. Actually, it 
wasn’t exactly that house. 
That is a new one. But 
that’s where it was.”

I handed my wife my 
phone and whispered for 
her to turn on the recorder. 
For an hour and a half, we 
drove there and recorded 
stories, interjected with her 
exclamation of how much 
something had changed 
since she had last been 
there. We went to the cem-
etery, and even though it 
was big, we quickly found 
where her family members 
were buried.

While my daughters and 
I cleaned around the tomb-
stones, my mother contin-
ued to tell stories of each 
person, and my wife kept 
the recorder going. Once 
the grass was cleared from 
the graves, we drove by 
the university where my 
mother had gone to school. 
Considering how much 
it had changed, we were 
surprised how many build-
ings she knew, and she told 
stories about the pharmacy 
and the friends she would 
there.

We stopped at the buffet, 

and everyone over ate—
I know I did. My mother 
said she enjoyed the meal 
more than any she had in a 
while and wouldn’t need to 
eat for awhile.

Our next stop was the 
home where she was born. 
I had never been there be-
fore, and the house was 
not there. In its place was 
a new home, but she told 
lots of stories of living 
there until she was seven. 
Then the depression came, 
and her father lost his job. 
The home was mostly paid 
off, and only had $400 left 
owed on it, but without an 
income, her parents lost it.

Our last stop was the 
farm her family moved 
to after they lost the first 
home. The house they built 
still stands. She told stories 
about growing up there as 
we drove slowly by. She 
didn’t want to hurry, and 
indeed, even though I had 
a lot to do, I was willing to 
take even more time. But 
Mom was getting tired and 
needed some rest, so we fi-
nally headed home.

On the way home, Mom 
said very little. Some of 
the family were asleep, but 
she wasn’t, and looking in 
the mirror, I could see she 
was deep in reminiscent 
thought. She had worked 

hard all her life, helped 
many people, and had ten 
children and raised nine 
of them. Life had some-
times been hard, but there 
was lots of love and good 
times, too.

When we got home, 
she held onto my arm as 
I carried her oxygen. Ex-
hausted, she slumped into 
her favorite chair. It’s then 

she shared her deepest 
thoughts of the day.

“Daris,” she said, “it has 
been a wonderful day. I 
know I will soon go to be 
with my parents and your 
father. But I can’t keep 
wondering what they will 
think of the life this old 
girl has lived.”

I assured her they would 
be pleased, and as I left her 

to rest, I considered that it 
had been a wonderful day 
and time well spent.

Daris Howard, award-
winning, syndicated col-
umnist, playwright, and 
author, can be contacted 
at daris@darishoward.
com; or visit his website at 
http://www.darishoward.
com, to buy his books.



Things to Ponder: Ex-
cerpts from a message by 
the late Elder Philip White 
of Love Chapel COGIC in 
West Dallas. 

“God is not a man that 
He should lie; neither the 
son of man that He should 
repent:  hath He said, and 
shall He not do it?  Or hath 
He spoken, and shall He not 
make it good?” Numbers 
23:19

Reference verses:  
Psalms 30:5; Job 5:19; 
and John 13:7.    The late 
Pastor White emphasized 
that everything starts and 
ends with God’s Word, 
therefore we must:  Pray, 
Believe, and then Receive. 

He further stated that God 
said, ‘If I’m not faithful—I 
cease to be God.’  More-
over, he said that as Chris-
tians we should be living in 
the FOG—Favor of God.

It has been said that, 
“God is never late, seldom 
early, but always on time;” 
that is why we should thank 
Him for His schedule, for 
Him being on time.

And, thank Him for 
the lessons that we learn 
through waiting, through 
suffering, through the 
storms, the valleys in our 
life and for His faithfulness 
to us.    

Words to Ponder:  Joy 
runs deeper than despair. –
Corrie Ten Boom.   What 
is most characteristically 
human about us is the ten-
sion between the desire to 
be “free”—self-identifying 
and self-choosing—and to 
be “related” to love and be 
loved. –Paul Tillich.  

We cannot change our 
past.  We can not change 
the fact that people act in 
a certain way.  We can not 
change the inevitable.  The 
only thing we can do is play 
on the one string we have, 
and that is our attitude. –

Charles Swindoll. 
Wisdom is knowledge 

applied.  Head knowledge 
is useless on the battlefield.  
Knowledge stamped on the 
heart makes one wise. –
Beth Moore.

Peace does not dwell in 
outward things, but in the 
heart prepared to wait trust-
fully and quietly on Him 
(God) who has all things 
safely in His hands. –Elisa-
beth Elliot.

The sea enters the rivers 
before the rivers can run 
into the sea.  In like man-
ner, God comes to us before 
we go to Him; and Heaven 
enters into our souls before 
we can enter into Heaven. –
Peter Drelincourt.

Wishing will never be a 
substitute for prayer. –Ed 
Cole.   Love is not conso-

lation, it is light. –Simone 
Weil.  

The best things are near-
est:  breath in your nostrils, 
light in your eyes, flowers 
at your feet, duties at your 
hand, the path of God just 
before you. –Robert Louis 
Stevenson.

No matter what you have, 
you could always give back 
a little and gain so much 
more, -Beverly Mitchell.   
I have but one candle of life 
to burn, and I would rather 
burn it out in a land filled 
with darkness than in a land 
flooded with light. –John 
Keith Falconer.

None of us are saints, 
none of us are heroes…But 
I’ve learned to accept what 
goes wrong, and to turn it 
into a gift. –Krista Tippett.  

I see my relationship 
with my Heavenly Father, 
with God in Heaven—as 
someone to look to if I 
want to look for guidance, 
to feel comfortable with my 
thoughts and my actions, 
someone to be accountable 
to. –Blair Underwood.

What About Believing 
In Dreams—Our deepest 
fear is not that we are in-
adequate.  Our deepest fear 
is that we are powerful be-
yond measure. 

It is our light, not our 
darkness that most fright-
ens us.  We ask ourselves, 
‘Who am I to be brilliant, 
gorgeous, talented fabu-
lous?’

Actually, who are you 
not to be?  You are a child 
of God.  Your playing small 
does not serve the world. 

There is nothing enlight-
ened about shrinking so that 
other people won’t feel in-
secure around you.  We are 

all meant to shine, as chil-
dren do.

We were born to make 
manifest the glory of God 
that is within us.  It is not 
just in some of us; it is in 
everyone. 

And as we let our own 
light shine, we uncon-
sciously give other people 
permission to do the same.  
As we are liberated from 
our own fear, our presence 
automatically liberates oth-
ers. –Marianne William-
son.

(Editor’s Note: This col-
umn originally ran in Sep-
tember 2016.)
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The Faithfulness of God

patients. We have to have 
patience to see the doctor.

Finally, the doctor was 
ready for me. First, I had 
to see his nurse to get the 
information for the medi-
cal evaluation. She took 
my temperature, my blood 
pressure, and all the rest.

Thirty minutes after she 
was finished, the doctor 
finally came. At that time, 
I was thinking of slipping 
out and go home and tell 
the wife the doctor said I 
was fine. As I was finish-
ing this thought, guess who 
walked in?

I greeted him with a se-
ries of coughs.

“Not doing well,” the 
doctor asked.

“That’s why I’m here, 
Doc.”

He looked through the 

nurse’s information and 
then checked my lungs.

After checking the statics 
and asking me questions, 
he finally concluded.

Looking at me, he said, 
“You have acute bronchi-
tis.”

I glared back at the doc-
tor and said, “Doc, this 
bronchitis is not cute to any 
degree.”

I then coughed in his di-
rection three times.

After the doctor’s visit, 
the worst part of the day, 
I had to return to the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Par-
sonage and tell her what the 
doctor said was wrong with 
me and that she was right. 
She said I had bronchitis.

Looking at my watch, I 
saw I had enough time to 
stop and get some personal 

medication, an Apple Frit-
ter. What she doesn’t know 
gets me in no trouble.

While recovering from 
my sickness, I read some-
thing interesting in the Bi-
ble. “But when Jesus heard 
that, he said unto them, 
They that be whole need 
not a physician, but they 
that are sick” (Matthew 
9:12).

As I get older, I realize 
that there are times when 
I do need to see a doctor. 
Even Jesus believed that.

Dr. James L. Snyder is 
pastor of the Family of 
God Fellowship, 1471 Pine 
Road, Ocala, FL 34472. He 
lives with his wife in Silver 
Springs Shores. Call him 
at 352-687-4240 or e-mail 
jamessnyder2@att.net. The 
church web site is www.
whatafellowship.com.
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