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A growing rift emerges
between Biden and Obama

amidst Israel-H

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

Amid the Israel-Hamas con-
flict, an unexpected casualty has
emerged: the relationship between
President Joe Biden and his for-
mer boss, Barack Obama. Reports
indicate a growing divide between
the two political heavyweights
who once served side by side in the
White House.

NBC News revealed that during
the early weeks of the Israel-Hamas
war, Biden privately credited his
unwavering public support for Is-
rael and claimed initial success
in influencing the Israeli govern-
ment. Allegedly, Biden expressed
that Obama and his closest aides
had dismissed his advice, dating
back to his vice presidential role in
2014, when Israel launched a mili-
tary assault on Gaza.

Biden reportedly argued that
Obama’s decision to publicly ad-
monish Israel’s actions during the
2014 conflict instead of embracing
them hindered any potential influ-
ence on the Israeli government.
White House spokesperson An-
drew Bates countered the claims,
stating that Biden’s senior White
House and national security ad-
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Biden reportedly argued that Obama’s decision to publicly admonish Israel’s actions

during the 2014 conflict instead of embracing them hindered any pot

tial influence on

the Israeli government.(Photo via NNPA)

visers were unaware of such com-
ments and found them inaccurate.

John Kirby, a spokesperson for
the National Security Council, de-
fended Biden’s approach, stating,
“The approach we’re taking now is
working.”

However, Obama, who has
maintained a low profile since
leaving office, seemed to differ
from Biden’s staunch support of
Isracl. Obama, in an interview on
“Pod Save America,” expressed a
nuanced perspective, acknowledg-
ing the complexity of the Israel-
Palestine issue.

“If you want to solve the prob-

lem, then you have to take in the
whole truth. And you then have to
admit nobody’s hands are clean.
That all of us are complicit to some
degree,” Obama said, distinguish-
ing between the Palestinian civil-
ians and the militant group Hamas.

Obama’s comments, while not a
direct swipe at Biden, contrast with
the current administration’s un-
wavering support for Israel. Addi-
tionally, as Politico noted, Obama’s
comments “buck the company line
Democratic leaders have been us-
ing on this matter.” The outlet
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Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr.

Duke University plans to
welcome National Newspa-
per Publishers Association
(NNPA) President and CEO
Dr. Benjamin E Chavis Jr.
as the 2024 Environmental
Justice and Racial Equity
Fellow. A distinguished civil
rights leader, global business
figure, faith leader, and pub-
lic intellectual, Chavis will
bring his wealth of experi-
ence to the inaugural fellow-
ship, linking his teaching,
research, and service con-
tributions with Duke’s over-
arching strategic objectives,
notably climate change and
racial equity.

Throughout his illustri-
ous career, Chavis, a North
Carolina native, has been a
stalwart advocate for social,
environmental, and politi-
cal justice, coining the term
“environmental racism” and

leading prominent organi-
zations such as the NAACP,
National Association for
Equal Opportunity in High-
er Education, and National
Council of Churches.

An organizer of the Mil-
lion Man March, Chavis
has led the NNPA, the trade
association of over 230 Af-
rican American newspa-
pers and media companies
comprising the Black Press
of America, for nearly a de-
cade. His fellowship promis-
es to enrich Duke University
through expert instruction
and scholarly research, of-
fering a valuable opportu-
nity for the community to
delve into critical issues at
the intersection of environ-

mental justice and racial
equity.

“Dr. Chavis’ appointment
elevates the perspectives of
climate justice and the in-
tersection of race and en-
vironmental quality in the
implementation of Duke’s
Climate Commitment,” said
Lori Bennear, the Stanback
Dean of the Nicholas School
of the Environment.

In the upcoming spring
semester, Chavis will co-
convene an undergradu-
ate course titled “The Lived
Experience of Race and
Racism” alongside Duke
Public Policy Professor Jay
Pearson. The Office of Un-
dergraduate Education and
the Office of the Provost are

supporting the study, which
will examine the complexi-
ties of race and racism while
highlighting the socially
constructed nature of race
and its implications across
legislative, political, legal,
economic, and material di-
mensions.

“Rev. Dr. Ben Chavis is a
giant in this regard,” Pear-
son noted. “We are fortu-
nate to have someone with
his experiential expertise
and well-deserved reputa-
tion earned from working
on the front lines for racial
justice over many decades.
I am honored to share an
educational space with him
and look forward to the syn-
ergies we create during the

semester and beyond”

Now open for registra-
tion, the course aims to
provide students from Duke
and Triangle-area colleges
and universities with knowl-
edge, effective communica-
tion strategies, relationship
building, and collaborative
racial equity planning.

The Office of the Provost
has scheduled a free, pub-
lic fireside conversation on
Monday, Jan. 22, at 5:30
p.m. at the Karsh Alumni
and Visitor Center. Provost
Alec Gallimore will engage
in a conversation with Cha-
vis, discussing his impactful
work and contributions to
the fields of environmental
justice and racial equity.

Claudine Gay

Harvard President Clau-
dine Gay will continue in
her position despite in-
creasing criticism and de-
mands for her removal,
considering her recent testi-
mony on antisemitism; the
university’s highest gov-
erning board unanimously
endorsed her on Tuesday.

Harvard University’s
Board of Overseers re-
leased a statement express-
ing their support for Presi-
dent Gay amidst the current
challenging situation. “We
fully support President
Gay, standing together in
unity and agreement.”

The controversy ensued
after the hearing before a

House subcommittee on
December 5. During the
session, Gay and two other
university presidents were
criticized for not clarifying
if supporting the genocide
of Jews would go against
their universities’ code of

conduct. As the situation
escalated, opponents in-
tensified their demands for
Gay to be fired.

However, support for
Harvard’s  independence
and opposition to political
meddling came together in
the form of letters signed
by faculty members and
alumni in her honor. Con-
currently, a petition was
disseminated in support of
her removal, which reflect-
ed the divergent viewpoints
present in the Harvard
community.

Liz Magill, the Presi-
dent of the University of
Pennsylvania, resigned
this week because of criti-
cism about her testimony.
Magill, like Gay, abstained

Art Rust

In the glitzy world of
sports talk radio, where
mega-contracts make head-
lines and charismatic hosts
dominate the airwaves,
there is an unsung pioneer
whose name rarely echoes
through the halls of fame.
As Tom Brady secured
an industry-leading $375
million contract with Fox
Sports, surpassing his leg-
endary playing career earn-
ings, and Jim Rome and
Stephen A. Smith rake in
tens of millions annually,
there’s rarely a nod to the
trailblazer who laid the
foundation for this now
lucrative profession — Art
Rust Jr.

Rust was born in Harlem
on October 13, 1927, and

died in 2010 at 82. He was
a maverick who changed
the game of sports broad-
casting. A graduate of Long
Island University, Rust em-
barked on his broadcasting
journey in the 1950s at New
York radio station WWRL.
His career included stints
at WNBC, WMCA, and
WINS Radio before he

emerged as a pivotal figure
with his groundbreaking
show, “Sports Talk.”

While today’s hosts
thrive on multi-million-
dollar contracts and exten-
sive coverage, Rust’s era
was vastly different. Before
the 1980s, sports talk radio
and general sports coverage
were limited to brief seg-
ments on the evening news
and sporadic radio shows.
Salaries barely covered the
gas and tolls it took to ar-
rive at a dusty Manhattan
studio. Rust’s “Sports Talk”
was a game-changer, giving
fans a platform to engage
in conversation for three
hours every night. Not to
mention, guests would in-
clude legends like Muham-

See RUST, Page 14

from specifically determin-
ing whether endorsing the
genocide of Jews contra-
vened campus speech regu-
lations, instead stating that
the matter was “context-
dependent.”

Because of the contro-
versy, Gay subsequently is-
sued a statement of remorse
and provided further clarifi-
cation regarding her stance,
emphasizing that threats

e

of violence “are abhorrent,
they have no place at Har-
vard, and those who threat-
en our Jewish students will
be held accountable.”

In spite of Gay’s apolo-
gy, which called for her res-
ignation, the House Com-
mittee on Education and
the Workforce launched an
investigation into the Har-
vard learning environment.

Gay expressed her com-

mitment to the university
community in an interview
with the Harvard Crimson
by stating that Harvard
will never tolerate threats
towards Jewish students.
Gay, who graduated from
Harvard in 2006, was the
dean of the Faculty of Arts
and Sciences before be-
coming president in July.
She is the first Black person
to hold this position.
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Where did all the blue skies go?

By Frederick Joseph

In times of turmoil and
unrest, where the world
seems to tilt on an axis of
uncertainty, music emerges
as a sanctuary, a temple not
made with hands.

It is in the harmonies
and rhythms that we find
an echo of our innermost
selves, a mirror to the cha-
os and beauty that resides
within us. Music, by itself,
does not discriminate or
judge; it simply exists in its
pure form, an unspoken lan-
guage that transcends barri-
ers and connects souls.At its
best, music becomes a ves-
sel for our fears, our tears,
and our dreams. It speaks
to the part of us that yearns
for something beyond our
trauma, beyond the strife
and struggles that mark our
daily lives. In the depths of
its melodies, we find a ref-
uge, a place where we can
lay down our burdens, if
only for the span of a song.

It is a witness and a tes-
timony, a reflection of
the times we live in and a
prophecy of what we could
become. In music, we find
not just an escape but a re-
turn, a journey back to the
very core of who we are. It
is in this sacred space that
we can confront our sor-
rows and find the strength to
carry on, buoyed by sounds
that resonate within our
soul, reminding us that even
in the darkest of times, there
is a song to be sung, a note
of hope to be sustained.

When 1 consider the
profound force that music
wields, my thoughts invari-
ably drift to Marvin Gaye’s
seminal album, “What’s
Going On.” In this master-
work, Gaye transcends the
boundaries of mere melody
and rhythm to enter a realm
where music becomes a
vehicle for profound social
commentary and emotional
exploration. This album,
more than a collection of
songs, stands as a monu-
ment to the power of music
to reflect, challenge, and
transform the conscious-
ness of a society.

Gaye’s voice, rich and
evocative, carries within
it the weight of a genera-
tion’s struggles and hopes.
Through his melodies, he
articulates the anguish and
aspiration of a people grap-
pling with the realities of
war, racial injustice, and
environmental neglect. All
of the things we are still
grappling with at this very
moment. In “What’s Go-
ing On,” Gaye does not
merely sing; he testifies.
He pours his soul into ev-
ery note, turning each song
into a powerful narrative of
pain, love, and longing for
change.

Recently, in the solitude
of my car, tears found their
way down my face, a silent
testament to a heart bur-
dened with the weight of
a world in turmoil. The air
was thick with the scent of
sorrow and rage, a mix as
potent as it was devastating.
Atrocities, not only in dis-
tant lands, but here, in our
very streets, in our commu-
nities, in the very essence of
our lives, seemed to press
against the car windows,
fogging them with the
breath of despair.

It was in this moment of
profound grief, in this cru-
cible of pain, that I reached
for “What’s Going On.”
Like a trusted friend, this
album has been a compan-
ion through the tumultu-
ous journey of life, a balm
in moments of unbearable
ache. As the first notes
spilled into the space around
me, something remarkable
began to unfold. The mu-
sic did not push the sorrow
away, nor did it silence the
rage. Instead, it embraced
them, acknowledged them,
made them its own.

And I knew in that mo-
ment, that now, as we strug-
gle forward as a society.
This album must be called
upon now, as it has been
called upon in the past.

The purpose of this es-
say, then, is to delve into
the profound sanctuary that
“What’s Going On” pro-
vides, to explore its uncanny
ability to offer solace during
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both global and local hard-
ships, and to underscore
why, in this era fraught with
turmoil, its message and es-
sence are more necessary
than ever.

Like a steady flame in a
raging storm, this album
speaks to the soul of hu-
manity in its most vulner-
able state. It is in Gaye’s
piercing lyrics and the
soul-stirring melodies that
we find a reflection of our
own hurt, a resonance with
all that is aching inside of
us. In a world where the
drums of war and genocide
beat incessantly, where the
specter of racial injustice
haunts our streets, and the
cries of the oppressed rise
into an explosion, “What’s
Going On” emerges as the
enduring spirit of hope and
resilience.

When considering the
significance of “What’s
Going On,” it is crucial to
frame it within the social
and political climate of its
era. The early 1970s, a pe-
riod marked by tumult and
transformation, when cities
were cauldrons of unrest,
streets echoed with the cries
for justice, and the very
oxygen the world breathed
in, was laced with change
— change that was as inevi-
table as it was painful.

In this maelstrom of up-
heaval, “What’s Going On”
emerged not merely as an
album but as a searing com-
mentary on the state of the
nation. Gaye, with the soul
of a poet and the keen eye
of a social critic, encapsu-
lated the despair, hope, and
the search for meaning that
defined this era. The album
spoke to the heart of the
African American experi-
ence, echoing the anguish
over racial injustice and
the longing for peace and
equality. It was a mirror
held up to society, reflecting
the deep divisions and un-
healed wounds of a nation
grappling with its soul.

The Vietnam War, with
its senseless carnage and
imperialistic motives, bled
into the consciousness of
the American people, leav-
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ing scars that would never
truly heal. Gaye’s poignant
lyrics in songs like “What’s
Happening Brother” and
“What’s Going On” cap-
tured this disillusionment,
the sense of betrayal felt
by many, especially the
African American soldiers
who fought and killed for
a country that still denied
them basic rights.

The album also resonated
with the emerging environ-
mental movement, a cry
for the wounded earth, as
evidenced in “Mercy Mercy
Me (The Ecology).” It was
a prescient warning about
the dangers of neglecting
our planet, a message that
remains alarmingly relevant
in our times.

Initially, the album was
met with skepticism from
Gaye’s record label, wary
of its departure from his
established hit-making for-
mula. Yet, upon its release,
“What’s Going On” was a
revelation, a commercial
and critical success that
shattered the conventions
of what soul music could
be. It transcended boundar-
ies, appealing to a diverse
audience, and breaking new
ground in its thematic depth
and musical complexity.

The album’s genius lies
not only in its lyrical prow-
ess but also in its musical
innovation. Gaye blends el-
ements of jazz, gospel, and
rhythm and blues, creating
a sound that is both famil-
iar and revolutionary. This
fusion serves as a metaphor
for the unity he seeks in so-
ciety—a harmonious blend
of diverse voices and expe-
riences. The music, layered
and complex, mirrors the
complexities of the social
issues it addresses. It invites
the listener to delve deep, to
feel not just the rhythm, but
the pulse of the times.

I remember, as if through
a veil of years now worn
thin, the moment I was
first introduced to Marvin
Gaye’s “What’s Going On.”
I was no older than eight-
years-old, a child still un-

See SKIES, Page 12
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Health

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) has
greenlit two revolutionary
cell-based gene therapies,
Casgevy and Lyfgenia,
marking a significant leap
forward in treating sickle
cell disease (SCD) for pa-
tients aged 12 and older.

The approval by the FDA
signifies the commence-
ment of a novel epoch in
managing sickle cell dis-
ease, providing optimism
to individuals whose lives
have been significantly dis-
rupted by the arduous con-
dition.

Sickle cell disease, a
group of inherited blood
disorders, affects around
100,000 individuals in the
United States and is pre-
dominant among African
Americans. Health officials
said the root cause of SCD
is a mutation affecting he-
moglobin, a crucial protein
in red blood cells responsi-
ble for oxygen delivery. The
genetic problem causes red
blood cells to have a unique
“sickle” shape, which can
lead to vaso-occlusive

Fw

Sickle cell disease, a group of inherited blood disorders, affects around 100,000 individuals in the United
States and is predominant among African Americans.(Illustration via NNPA)

events (VOEs) or vaso-
occlusive crises (VOCs),
which are very painful and
damage organs. The recur-
rence of these crises poses
life-threatening risks and
potential disabilities.
“Sickle cell disease is a
rare, debilitating, and life-
threatening blood disor-
der with significant unmet
need, and we are excited to
advance the field,” said Ni-
cole Verdun, M.D., director
of the Office of Therapeutic
Products within the FDA’s

Center for Biologics Evalu-
ation and Research.
Casgevy, a groundbreak-
ing cell-based gene therapy,
is the first FDA-approved
treatment employing CRIS-
PR/Cas9, a revolutionary
genome editing technology.
The therapy is for individu-
als 12 years of age or older
who have recurrent vaso-
occlusive crises. It changes
the patient’s hematopoietic
stem cells using CRISPR/
Cas9, a technology that can
precisely edit DNA.

The edited cells are then
transplanted back into the
patient, enhancing the pro-
duction of fetal hemoglobin
and preventing the sickling
of red blood cells.

Lyfgenia is another cell-
based gene therapy that
uses a lentiviral vector to
change genes. The FDA ap-
proved it for those 12 years
of age or older who have
SCD and a history of vaso-
occlusive events. Lyfgenia
changes blood stem cells
to make HbAT87Q, gene-
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FDA approves groundbreaking cell-based
gene therapies for Sickle Cell Disease

therapy-derived hemoglo-
bin that looks like adult he-
moglobin and makes it less
likely that red blood cells
will sickle. Both therapies
utilize the patients’ blood
stem cells, administered
through a one-time, single-
dose infusion following
myeloablative  condition-
ing.

“These approvals rep-
resent an important medi-
cal advance with the use
of innovative cell-based
gene therapies to target
potentially devastating
diseases and improve pub-
lic health,” said Dr. Pe-
ter Marks, director of the
FDA’s Center for Biologics
Evaluation and Research.

The Casgevy and Lyfge-
nia applications received
Priority Review, Orphan
Drug, Fast Track, and
Regenerative Medicine
Advanced Therapy des-
ignations. Casgevy was
granted approval to Vertex
Pharmaceuticals, Inc., and
Lyfgenia to Bluebird Bio,
Inc.

The FDA said its ap-
proval of Casgevy was
based on a single-arm,
multicenter trial evaluat-
ing its safety and effective-

ness in adult and adoles-
cent SCD patients. Of the
44 treated patients, 93.5%
achieved freedom from
severe VOC episodes for
at least 12 consecutive
months. Common side ef-
fects included low platelet
and white blood cell levels,
mouth sores, nausea, and
musculoskeletal pain.

Lyfgenia’s approval was
based on a 24-month mul-
ticenter study, with 88%
of patients achieving com-
plete resolution of VOEs
between 6- and 18-months
post-infusion. Side effects
included stomatitis, low
blood cell levels, and fe-
brile neutropenia. A black
box warning highlighting
the risk of hematologic
malignancy accompanies
Lyfgenia’s label, empha-
sizing the need for lifelong
monitoring in patients.

“Today’s actions follow
rigorous evaluations of the
scientific and clinical data
needed to support approv-
al, reflecting the FDA’s
commitment to facilitating
the development of safe
and effective treatments
for conditions with severe
impacts on human health,”
Dr. Marks asserted.

Health impacts of abuse more extensive than previously thought, research says

(Newswise) — People
who have been subject to
abuse are more likely to
experience physical and
mental health effects than
previously thought, ac-
cording to a new study.

In a global review and
meta-analysis of evidence
published in Nature Medi-
cine today, researchers
have found that there are
elevated risks between in-
timate partner violence or
childhood sexual abuse,
and some health conditions
including major depressive
disorder, maternal mis-
carriage for partners, and

alcohol misuse and self-
harm among children.
Globally, one in three
ever-partnered women
have experienced intimate
partner violence in their
lifetime, and around 20%
of young women and 10%
of young men have experi-
enced some form of child-
hood sexual abuse. How-
ever, research investigating
health outcomes associated
with intimate partner vio-
lence and childhood sexual
abuse has been limited.
The authors found that
exposures to intimate part-
ner violence had a mod-

erate association with an
increased risk of major de-
pressive disorders (63%)
and an increased risk of
maternal abortion and mis-
carriage (35%). Childhood
sexual abuse was shown
to be moderately associ-
ated with an increased risk
of alcohol use and an in-
creased risk of self-harm
(45% and 35%, respective-
ly). The authors indicate
these findings are larger
in magnitude and more
extensive than previously
suggested.

Dr Joht Singh Chandan,
Clinical Associate Profes-

sor in Public Health at the
University of Birmingham
and senior co-lead author
of the paper said:

“This  comprehensive
study marks a significant
step in understanding the
profound health impacts of
intimate partner violence
against women and child-
hood sexual abuse. Our
findings reveal not only
the alarming associations
these forms of violence
have with conditions like
major depressive disorder,
miscarriage, alcohol use
disorders, and self-harm,
but also underscore the

urgent need for robust pre-
ventive measures and sup-
port systems.”

Professor Emmanuela
Gakidou from the Insti-
tute of Health Metrics and
Evaluation at the Univer-
sity of Washington and se-
nior co-lead author of the
paper

“While we’ve shed light
on these critical health is-
sues, our research also
highlights the gaps in cur-
rent knowledge and the
necessity for continued
investigation to fully grasp
the extensive consequenc-
es of such violence. It’s im-

perative that we use these
insights to inform policy,
healthcare, and community
interventions, ensuring a
safer and healthier future
for individuals affected by
these pervasive forms of
violence.”

Dr Nicholas Metheny,
Assistant Professor in the
School of Nursing and
Health Studies at the Uni-
versity of Miami said:

“Our research marks a
pivotal shift in how we
perceive the societal and
health burdens of intimate

See ABUSE, Page 13

Check us out on Facebook!

Like our page to stay current with all the news and events in DFW!

4 |December 14-20, 2023 | North Dallas Gazette

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com



www.NorthDallasGazette.com

‘Dictator’ Trump and allies forewarn of retaliatory measures
against medla, others in potential second term

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

On the far-right wing
Steve Bannon’s podcast, a
former Donald Trump ally,
Kash Patel, who served in
the Justice Department and
held key positions in the
Defense Department and
National Security Coun-
cil, made it clear that if the
former president secures
another term, his adminis-
tration will take legal action
against individuals in the
media—both criminally and
civilly.

“We’re closing the border and we’re drilling, drilling, drilling,”
Trump proclaimed. “After that, I’m not a dictator.” (Photo via NNPA)

During the podcast inter-
view, Patel conveyed the
intention of the prospective
administration to target al-

leged conspirators within
both government and me-
dia circles concerning the
2020 election, which Trump

lost to President Joe Biden.
The statement aligns with
Trump’s persistent claims
of election fraud, despite
widespread refutations from
federal and local officials,
numerous courts, former
campaign staff, and even his
own attorney general.

In a subsequent Fox
News Channel Town Hall
on the same day, the twice-
impeached former presi-
dent, who faces 91 criminal
charges that mainly stem
from his alleged attempts
to fraudulently overturn his
loss to Biden, evaded a di-
rect commitment to abstain

from potential retribution in
a second White House term,
responding to a question
with an accusation against
the Biden administration of
abusing power. “We’re clos-
ing the border, and we’re
drilling, drilling, drilling,”
Trump proclaimed. “After
that, I’'m not a dictator.”

In the Bannon interview,
Patel, who works for the
Center for Renewing Amer-
ica, a conservative think
tank connected to a network
of groups hoping Trump
will come back, made it
clear that Trump would go
after media figures who al-

Community

legedly spread false infor-
mation about the 2020 elec-
tion.

Trump, whom a judge
also found to have commit-
ted massive business fraud,
was ordered to pay the writ-
er E. Jean Carroll $5 million
this year after a civil jury
concluded that he sexually
assaulted her.

“We’re putting you all on
notice,” Trump threatened
in his Fox News appear-
ance.

Trump’s history of tar-
geting the media, labeling

See TRUMP, Page 13

Nature and animal emojis don’t accurately represent
natural biodiversity—Researchers say they should

Newswise — The current
emoji library doesn’t ac-
curately represent the “tree
of life” and the breadth of
biodiversity seen in nature
according to an analysis
presented December 11
in the journal iScience. A
team of conservation biolo-
gists categorized emojis re-
lated to nature and animals
and mapped them onto the
phylogenetic tree of life.
They found that animals
are well represented by
the current emoji catalog,

whereas plants, fungi, and
microorganisms are poorly
represented. Within the ani-
mal kingdom, vertebrates
were overrepresented while
arthropods were under-
represented with respect
to their actual biodiversity.
The researchers argue that
creating a more diverse and
representative emoji cata-
log could aid conversations
around biodiversity and its
conservation in the digital
era.

“While the biodiversity

crisis may seem distant
from the online world, in
our increasingly digitized
society, we should not un-
derestimate the potential
of emojis to raise aware-
ness and foster appreciation
for the diversity of life on
Earth,” write conservation
biologists Stefano Mam-
mola, Mattia Falaschi, and
Gentile Francesco Ficetola.
“The development and
maintenance of diverse and
inclusive emoji sets are cru-
cial to ensure the equitable
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representation of the tree of
life in digital communica-
tion tools and to effectively
convey messages on the
importance of all the organ-
isms for the functioning of

the biosphere.”

To assess the taxonomic
comprehensiveness of the
emoji tree of life, the team
categorized all of the emo-
jis related to nature and

Need some answers about Medicara?

Persona

attention is everythin

Lamonica Thomas

Licensed Sales Agent
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9722498907
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animals available in Emo-
jipedia (a curated online
catalog of emojis) and then
compared emoji biodiver-

See EMOIIS, Page 11
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Education

Joyce
Foreman
Dallas ISD
District 6

As we prepare for our
winter break, I congratu-
late each and every one
of the Campus Teachers
of the Year, in District Six
and across Dallas ISD. Our
teachers are the key to the
future for our students, and
I appreciate them all for
the diligence and compas-
sion they exhibit every day.
Those selected to represent

their individual schools
as Campus Teacher of the
Year have earned the recog-
nition and respect of their
peers, and we salute them
for their accomplishments.

I can’t wait to see which
of them will be honored as
districtwide Teachers of the
Year for elementary, sec-
ondary, and choice/magnet
schools, to be announced in
the spring. See the full list
here.

Male residency program
cohort launching soon
The district’s  Black

and Latino Male Resident

Teacher Program is about
to launch its eighth cohort,
and is looking for men who
want to serve as teachers
and role models for our stu-
dents, especially our boys.

If you or someone you
know are interested in be-
coming an educator and
helping to inspire our stu-
dents, you are invited to ap-
ply to the program, which
launches in the spring se-
mester.

Applicants should have
a bachelor’s degree in any
field with a grade point av-
erage of 2.5 or higher. Start

the process at dallasisd.org/

springadjunct.
Homegrown star
continues to shine

Sha’Carri ~ Richardson
continues to impress, not
only with her speed and
athleticism but also with
her grace as she makes her
mark in the world and adds
to a growing list of acco-
lades.

Besides being named the
fastest woman in the world,
seeing  her
track named in her honor,
and having the City of Dal-
las proclaim a “Sha’carri

hometown

www.NorthDallasGazette.com

Congrats to Campus Teachers of the Year!

Richardson  Day” last
month, she has now been
named the Jackie Joyner-
Kersee Female Athlete of
the Year and one of Forbes
Magazine’s “30 Under 30”
for 2024. Keep on shining,
Sha’Carri!

Coach of the Month

Congratulations to Cart-
er High School’s Coach
James Spencer for receiv-
ing October’s Coach of the
Month Award. He pushes
his Cowboys to achieve in
the classroom as well as on
the field.

Meals during the
holiday break

District schools and of-
fices will be closed for the
winter break from Dec. 25
until Jan. 8. Students return
on Jan. 9. To make sure that
all our students have access
to nutritious food during
the break, the district will
distribute pop-up meals at
no cost for kids 18 and un-
der, and for students up to
21 years old with disabili-
ties, at select schools. Each
package will include three
breakfast and lunch op-
tions. For dates and school
locations, please visit www.
dallasisd.org/FCNS.

$93 million slated to support research and development at HBCUs,
TCCUs and MSIs, and postsecondary completion for underserved students

The U.S. Department of
Education  (Department)
announced today $93 mil-
lion in grant awards to 20
colleges and universities
to support research and de-
velopment at Historically
Black Colleges and Uni-
versities (HBCUs), Trib-
ally Controlled Colleges
and Universities (TCCUs),
and Minority-Serving Insti-
tutions (MSlIs), and to im-
prove completion rates for
underserved students.

The grants are being
provided under the Re-
search and Development
Infrastructure (RDI) pro-
gram and the Postsecond-
ary Student Success Grant
(PSSG) program. The RDI
program provides funds to
HBCUs, TCCUs, and MSIs
to transform their research
infrastructure,  including
strengthening research pro-
ductivity, faculty expertise,
physical infrastructure, and

partnerships leading to in-
creases in external funding.
The PSSG program aims to
equitably improve postsec-
ondary student outcomes,
including retention, trans-

fer, credit accumulation,
and completion, by lever-
aging data and implement-
ing, scaling, and rigorously
evaluating evidence-based
approaches.

This funding builds on
the more than $25 billion in
funding to HBCUs, MSIs,

and TCCUs through the
Department since Presi-
dent Biden took office.
Specifically, $7.3 billion in
cumulative investments in
HBCUs, $474.5 million for
TCCUs, and $18.1 billion
for MSlIs.

“The Biden-Harris Ad-
ministration recognizes the
urgency of this moment in
higher education and that
creating opportunities for
students of color and other
underserved students to

Q grant

succeed in today’s most
cutting-edge fields has
never mattered more,” said
U.S. Secretary of Education
Miguel Cardona. “These
awards will help
< many of our nation’s most

§ inclusive and diverse col-
5 leges and universities ex-
§ pand their capacity to drive
8S research  and
s and propel more students to
1S graduatlon day and fulfill-
<

< ing careers. This is how we

innovation,

Raise the Bar for college
excellence and attainment
in this country and close
equity gaps in higher edu-
cation that have no place in
the 21st century.”

RDI program grants are
being awarded to five HB-
CUs, two TCCUs, three
Hispanic-Serving Institu-
tions (HSIs), and a dual
HSI and Asian American
and Native American Pa-
cific Islander-Serving Insti-
tution (AANAPISI).

For HBCUs and MSIs,
the grant will support in-
stitutions in  increasing
their level of research ac-
tivity in alignment with
the Carnegie Classification
designations to move from
the Doctoral and Profes-
sional Universities (D/PU)
classification toward the
Doctoral Universities with
High Research Activity
(R2) classification. It also
will increase their classi-
fication from the Doctoral
Universities with High Re-
search Activity (R2) toward
the Doctoral Universities
with Very High Research
Activity (R1) category. For
TCCUs, the funds will sup-
port an increase in research
activities, undergraduate
research opportunities,
faculty development, re-
search development, and
infrastructure,  including
physical infrastructure
and human capital devel-

opment. Because of their
central role in educating
underserved students, in-
cluding students of color,
it is important for HBCUs,
TCCUs, and MSIs to ex-
cel in research activity that
can impact funding, faculty
and student recruitment,
student research opportuni-
ties, and promote diversity
in graduate students and
faculty at an institution.

Nine institutions are
receiving grants through
PSSG to fund evidence-
based strategies that result
in improved outcomes for
underserved students. The
funding is being awarded to
six grantees that are in the
early phase and three grant-
ees in the mid-phase/expan-
sion phase, based upon the
amount of existing research
validating their effective-
ness in improving student
postsecondary  education
outcomes.

Report: Adopting AI could prevent $77 billion of unpaid teacher overtime

NEW YORK CITY,
N.Y. — A new report has
revealed that U.S. teach-
ers work a combined 1.75
billion hours of overtime
every year - equivalent to
$84 billion in unpaid hours
- but that the support of-
fered by Al tools could
shrink that figure by over
85 percent.

According to the analy-
sis published by education-
al publisher Twinkl, U.S.

teachers work an average
of 15.1 hours a week above
what they’re contracted to
work - but are exempt from
receiving overtime pay un-
der current Department of
Labor regulations.

The findings reference
2023 data from the Depart-
ment of Education, which
suggests teachers could
each regain as many as 13
hours a week by embracing
Al tools.

The repercussions of
high work hours for Amer-
ica’s 3.2 million teachers
have severely impacted
teacher turnover, which
has experienced highs over
the past three years. Dur-
ing the 2021-2022 school
year, national turnover
rates reached 10%, while
in some of the most un-
derserved schools, teacher
turnover exceeded 16 per-
cent.

“The numbers speak for
themselves. Teachers are
leaving the profession in
unprecedented  numbers,
and unpaid overtime is a
major contributing factor,”
said Jude Schroeder, ex-
teacher and now U.S. Man-
ager at Twinkl. “Teachers
will always be crucial, and
Al will never replace the
essential element of face-
to-face instruction, but
there are so many ways in

which Al can help make
teaching a more sustain-
able and rewarding career.”

These saved hours, the
report says, are from saved
time completing non-
teaching activities such as
lesson planning, grading
papers, and reporting data.

“It’s not about taking
teachers out of the class-
room, but rather empower-
ing them within the class-
room. Teachers spend so

much time completing ad-
ministrative tasks that less
and less energy is left for
actual in-class teaching.
Al is fantastic for elimi-
nating the time-draining
aspects of teaching, which
are causing teacher burn-
out and, ultimately, driv-
ing them out of the profes-
sion,” added Schroeder.
Several Al-powered

See OVERTIME, Page 16
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Feature

Man versus nature, and the way back

By Lori Lee
NDG Contributing Writer

Living in urban areas
is a relatively recent phe-
nomenon, said Dr. Michael
Jerratis, professor of Envi-
ronmental Health Sciences
at UCLA. As he explained,
we evolved in nature. An
internationally ~ recognized
researcher, Dr. Jerratis has
spent his last 22 years un-
covering the health effects
of different socioeconomic
and built environments.

A human’s affection for
nature is surrounded by
mystery, he notes. Since
man has gained safety and
shelter in nature over thou-
sands and thousands of
years, a trust for the natural
world is embedded in the
human psyche. This has cre-
ated an innately positive re-
action to nature, which has
become a genetic response.

The term biophilia refers
to this innate positive asso-
ciation. From the Greek bio
or “life,” and philia, “love,”
the term refers to the evo-
lutionary trait or unlearned
predisposition to things that
are favorable to survival.
Nature promotes psycho-
logical well-being and men-

The complex urban systems that make up cities have become an im-
portant area of scientific research and debate about public investment
around the world. (Sebastian Unrau / Unsplash)

tal restoration, explained
Wilson. Nature, linked to
reduced cardiovascular and
respiratory illnesses, also
eases attention deficit dis-
order and depression. More
recently, UCLA researchers
found increasing vegetation,
tree canopy and park space,
particularly in green-poor
areas, moderately length-
ened life and dramatically
improved life for people of
color.

Determinants  of  life
expectancy include en-
vironmental factors, like
green space, pollution, and
housing, explained Jer-
ratis. Social determinants

of education, income, race
and ethnicity and lifestyle

behaviors, like smoking,
exercise, and not having
insurance also play a role.
The researchers mapped out
life expectancy according
to census tracts and found
that those with more green
space, especially those with
large tree canopy, were re-
lated to moderate increases
in life expectancy.
Non-white people have
far less access to park space,
said Bz Zhang. Zhang is
a Project Manager for the
Los Angeles Neighborhood
Land Trust (LANLT), which
designs and builds public
green spaces in underserved
areas of Los Angeles.Their
team works from an equity
lense toward environmental
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justice.

Leveraging the strengths
of public agencies and
pulling in actors from non-
profits, LANLT produces
climate resilient and cultur-
ally significant, well loved
amenities, said Zhang. The
agency has been busy pull-
ing up asphalt and greening
schoolyards, as it seeks to
mitigate green gentrifica-
tion, while ensuring those
most vested in their commu-
nity can remain.

Another actor in the effort
to green underinvested areas
is Rachel Malarich. As assis-
tant director of environmen-
tal services for Koreatown
Youth and Community
Center (KYCC), Malarich
has overseen the planting of
thousands of trees in central
Los Angeles. As the nation’s
first city forestry officer,
Malarich oversees Los An-
geles’” Urban Forestry Man-
agement Plan. The plan sets
goals for plantings, main-
tenance, and preservation,
which includes education

campaigns to encourage
new developers to preserve
existing trees.

With billions of funding
available through recent
federal infrastructure leg-
islation, cities and coun-
ties can accomplish urban
greening. As organizations
across the country work to
achieve common goals, they
are guided by the Justice 40
Initiative, which seeks envi-
ronmental justice, while set-
ting the most disadvantaged
communities--the ~ lowest
40%--as priorities for in-
vestment.

Most often, large in-
frastructure projects have
divided or displaced com-
munities, explained Jon
Christensen, adjunct assis-
tant professor at UCLA. We
should work to give back
and ensure that everyone
has access to amenities that
affect health, said Chris-
tensen.

Marcos Trinidad is also
working to expand the ur-
ban forest in Los Angeles.

As director of Audubon
Center at Debs Park, Trini-
dad explained how map-
ping is used to identify areas
that are deficient in urban
vegetation and trees. In ef-
forts to bring green space to
these communities, Trinidad
strives to also bring oppor-
tunities in the form of jobs
and education. His is a story
of what one organization is
doing against the backdrop
of many other efforts nation-
wide. Their original volun-
teer model is looking toward
a holistic, hybrid model that
includes workforce devel-
opment and funding to sup-
port jobs and a sustainable
urban forest, he said.
Trinidad brings with him
a deep, personal connection
to nature. Some of these
communities may not pri-
oritize trees or green space,
said Trinidad, but he wants
people in underserved com-
munities to experience the
luxury of hearing birds in

See NATURE, Page 13
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Feature

Groundbreaking Dallas DA

Craig Watkins passes away
at home on Tuesday

Craig Watkins, who was
a pivotal district attorney
in Dallas, died at home on
Tuesday. He was 56 years
old.

While his death has been
confirmed, the cause of
death has not been released.
His family appreciates the
well wishes of the com-
munity, and has asked for
privacy during this difficult
time.

Watkins grew up in Dal-
las and attended Prairie
View A&M before obtain-
ing a law degree from Tex-
as Wesleyan University.

He became the first
Black person elected to the
district attorney’s office in
Texas in 2007. While there
he started the nation’s first
Conviction Integrity Unit,
which reviewed possible
cases of wrongful convis-
tions and led to the release
of dozens of innocent in-
mates.

While advocating for
the innocent, Watkins still
maintained a 99.4% suc-
cessful prosecution rate in
going after criminals.

He was defeated in
2015 by Republican Susan
Hawk, who would later re-

sign the position.

Current DA John Creu-
zot remembered Watkins
fondly in a statement to
NDG.

“I am saddened to learn
of the passing of my for-
mer colleague Craig Wat-
kins,” Creuzot said. “Craig
was bright and ambitious
and for his life to end so
prematurely is a tragedy,
however, he leaves behind
a powerful legacy.

“He made history as the
first elected African Ameri-

Ak

Spreading that holiday cheer...

For the third year, Neiman Marcus donated an entire seating of their annual Breakfast with Santa to chil-

can district attorney in Tex-
as. His fierce focus on the
prosecution of child abuse
cases and his creation of
the first Conviction Integ-
rity Unit in the nation are
testaments to his vision and
ability to effect change.

“Craig was perfectly hu-
man, and those who knew
him are better for it. I am
proud to have known him,
to have worked with him,
and to have been elected to
the same office he held. He
will be missed.”

4_—#

dren living in foster care, served by Dallas CASA. The children along with their Dallas CASA volunteer or
caregiver, were invited on Sunday, December 3, for a truly memorable morning. Santa and an enthusiastic
Elf greeted the children, who came dressed in their holiday best to enjoy a delightful breakfast, balloon
creations and beautiful live music. After breakfast the children marveled at the glittering decorations and
had their photos taken with Santa. (Courtesy photo)

www.northdallasgazette.com
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Dr. Terre Quinn, First Place Winner 2023-24 National Ms. Senior
America. (Courtesy photo)

Lenny Kravitz sets the
record straight on black
awards controversy

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

Iconic rock star Lenny
Kravitz has clarified his
comments regarding his ab-
sence from Black Awards
programs, emphasizing that
his concerns were not di-
rected at Black-owned me-
dia companies. In response
to his comments to Esquire,
the National Newspaper
Publishers  Association’s
Let It Be Known digital
news broadcast had taken
Kravitz to task, questioning
whether Kravitz or his pub-
licists and handlers were

ignoring Black media. The
National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association is the
trade association of over
230 African American-
owned newspapers and
media companies compris-
ing the 197-year-old Black
Press of America. The show
also tweeted at Kravitz on
X, inviting him to explain
why he chose to take his
beef to mainstream media
if he had been concerned
about the Black Press.

In a statement, Kravitz
expressed the importance of
setting the record straight.
“It is important to me to set
the record straight on re-

Entertainment

Ms. Senior Americato be featured
in MLK Parade on Jan. 15

By Sandra Crenshaw
“From Where | Sit”

National Ms. Senior
America , Dr. Terre Denise
Quinn and her court will
be a featured guests in the
2024 Martin Luther King
Parade sponsored by the
H.E.L.P.

Foundation.

Dr. Quinn, a general sur-
geon from Allen, Texas,
won the nationally known
pageantry during the Hal-
loween weekend last Oc-
tober.

cent media reports based on
an interview I did,” Kravitz
asserted. “My Black mu-
sical heritage means a lot
to me, and I owe my suc-
cess to my supporters who
have taken this journey
with me over the span of
my career.” He went on to
clarify the specific nature
of his comments, stating,
“The comment I made was
not about ‘Black media’ or
the ‘Black community.” I
was specifically referring
to black award shows in
particular.” Kravitz, whose
biggest hits include “Amer-

See KRAVITZ, Page 10

In a statement, Kravitz expressed the importance of setting the record straight. “It is important to me to set
the record straight on recent media reports based on an interview I did,” Kravitz asserted. “My Black musi-
cal heritage means a lot to me, and I owe my success to my supporters who have taken this journey with me

over the span of my career.”(Photo via NNPA)

Terre, as she is affection-
ately called, was among
forty-nine state winners
whograced the stage in
Atlantic City with beauti-
ful women over the age of
60. The pageant which cel-
ebrates a woman’s “Age of
Elegance.” It is a search for
the gracious lady who best
exemplifies the dignity, ma-
turity and inner beauty of
all senior Americans.

Each contestant com-
peted in a private interview,
evening gown competition,
talent show, and a recorded

speech on their philosophy
of life.

Dr. Quinn. who was
crowned Ms. Texas 2022-
23 said from the Tropicana
Hotel, “I hope God uses
me in a special way — to
serve my community with
the combination of surgical
knowledge and empathy.”

Dr. Quinn ,specializing
in the diseases of the breast,
hosts the Medical Minute, a
30-second social media clip
that discusses health topics.
The mother of two children
, Dr. Quinn is involved in

a nonprofit organization
called Sister’s Network
Inc, an organization that
supports African American
women affected by breast
cancer.

“Medicine is big busi-
ness, and I’d like to keep it
feeling personal as long as
I’'m practicing, Quinn said.
“ 1 would also like to part-
ner with some of the local
school districts to educate
young women, especially
about the warning signs of

See PARADE, Page 15

Happy Holidays

from DART

Join the holiday fun. Learn more at
DART.org/Holidays
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Entertainment Too!

Emmy-winning actor

Andre Braugher dies at 61 EYUIARNES IR LOIN
MOST POPULAR MUSICAL

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

Renowned actor Andre
Braugher, celebrated for his
compelling performances
in iconic television series
such as “Brooklyn Nine-
Nine” and “Homicide: Life
on the Street,” has died at
61 after a brief illness. His
publicist, Jennifer Allen,
first confirmed the news to
Variety.

A two-time Emmy win-
ner, Braugher gained wide-
spread acclaim for portray-
ing Captain Raymond Holt
in the police procedural
comedy “Brooklyn Nine-
Nine” from 2013 to 2021.
Braugher’s character, an
officer who appeared tough
but displayed his care for
all, was paired with Andy
Samberg’s Detective Jack
Peralta, the polar opposite
of Holt.

Many may recall Braugh-
er’s role as Detective Frank
Pembleton on NBC’s “Ho-
micide: Life on the Street,”
which earned him the title
of lead actor Emmy in 1998
when he departed from the
series. In the critically ac-
claimed police drama that
Barry Levinson, Tom Fon-
tana, and David Simon cre-
ated, Braugher stood out
due to his intense perfor-
mances.

In addition to his Emmy
successes, Braugher re-
ceived acclaim for his role
as a master criminal in

Renowned actor Andre Braugher, celebrated for his compelling per-

Jformances in iconic television series such as “Brooklyn Nine-Nine”
and “Homicide: Life on the Street,” has died at 61 after a brief illness.
(Wikimedia)

the FX series “Thief,” for
which he earned another
Emmy in 2006. His mul-
tifaceted career prompted
reflection on the complex
portrayal of police officers
in the media, as discussed
in a 2020 Variety cover sto-
ry where he emphasized the
need to address the depic-
tion of law enforcement on
television collectively.
Born in Chicago,
Braugher graduated from
Stanford University before
pursuing drama at the Juil-
liard School. His career be-
gan with a notable role as
a Union soldier in the film
“Glory,” portraying Thom-
as Searles, a free Black man
who joined the first Black

regiment. From there, he
seamlessly transitioned to
television, notably appear-
ing in “Kojak,” “Homicide:
Life on the Street,” “Hack,”
and “House, M.D.”

Braugher’s  versatility
extended to the big screen,
where he left an indelible
mark with roles in films
such as “City of Angels,”
“Frequency,” ‘“Poseidon,”
“Primal Fear,” ‘“Duets,”
“The Mist,” “Fantastic
Four: Rise of the Silver
Surfer,” “Salt,” and “The
Gambler.”

His wife, Ami Brabson,
who also starred in “Ho-
micide: Life on the Street,”
and their three children sur-
vive him.

<
KRAVITZ, from Page 9

ican Woman,” and “It Ain’t
Over Til It’s Over,” insisted
that his comments were
meant to express concern
about ensuring that Black
artists are recognized for
their work in what is now
being called ‘non-tradition-
al’ Black music. “Rock and
Roll is the music we were
instrumental in creating
and is a part of our history,”
he stated. “We must retain
our heritage and celebrate
that together.”

In his comments to Es-
quire that initially raised
comments, Kravitz, a
four-time Grammy win-
ner, questioned why Black
entertainment publications
didn’t celebrate his success
and expressed disappoint-
ment at never receiving in-
vitations to events like the
BET or Source Awards.

“Here is a Black artist
who has reintroduced many
Black art forms, who has
broken down barriers—

>

just like those that came
before me broke down.
That is positive. And they
don’t have anything to say
about it?” he stated in the
interview. Kravitz later
acknowledged the contri-
butions of networks like
BET and others. “BET
and countless others have
paved the way for this type
of recognition,” Kravitz as-
serted.

“I hope that by sharing
my concern, a spotlight
will be shone on this issue.
Love and peace.”

www.NorthDallasGazette.com
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Biden announces preliminary agreement on CHIPS and Science Act

President Joe Biden
on Monday, Dec. 11, an-
nounced the first prelimi-
nary agreement under the
CHIPS and Science Act
to bolster America’s semi-
conductor industry and
strengthen national security.
The groundbreaking deal,
aimed at revitalizing U.S.
leadership in semiconduc-
tors, already has spurred
over $230 billion in planned
investments in the sector
since its inception.

The United States, cred-
ited with inventing semi-

conductors —the tiny chips
that power an array of de-
vices from smartphones to
sophisticated weapons sys-
tems— has seen its global
market share dwindle from
nearly 40% to just over
10%. The Biden admin-
istration warned that the
decline poses a significant
threat to national security
and leaves the nation vul-
nerable to disruptions in the
global supply chain.

“My CHIPS and Science
Act aimed to change that,
and already, we are revi-

talizing America’s leader-
ship in semiconductors,
strengthening our supply
chains, protecting national
security, and advancing
American competitiveness
as a result of the law and
our ‘Investing in America;
agenda,” Biden stated.

“Since I took office, com-
panies have announced
over $230 billion in planned
investments in semiconduc-
tors and electronics,” he
said.

Under the CHIPS and
Science Act, the Depart-

ment of Commerce’s latest
move involves a prelimi-
nary agreement with BAE
Systems, Inc., for a CHIPS
incentive award totaling ap-
proximately $35 million.
Once finalized, the White
House said the award will
facilitate the moderniza-
tion of an aging facility in
Nashua, New Hampshire,
quadrupling its production
capacity for crucial chips
vital to national security,
including those utilized in
F-35 fighter jets.

“Today marks a key mile-

stone for our implementa-
tion of this historic law,”
the President remarked,
emphasizing this initiative’s
critical role in protecting
national security and ad-
vancing American competi-
tiveness.

The White House an-
ticipates the BAE Systems,
Inc. award to have a twofold
impact, advancing national
security goals and stimu-
lating local investment and
job creation. The modern-
ization of the Nashua facil-
ity is expected to enhance

its production capabilities,
supporting the growing de-
mand for semiconductor
technology in various appli-
cations, Biden asserted.

“Over the coming year,
the Department of Com-
merce will award billions
more to make more semi-
conductors in America, in-
vest in research and devel-
opment capabilities to keep
America at the forefront of
new technologies, strength-
en our national security, and
create good-paying jobs,”
he insisted.

<
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sity to real-world biodi-
versity. They also assessed
how emoji biodiversity
changed between 2015 and
2022 to determine whether
the emoji catalog is evolv-
ing to better represent bio-
diversity as more emojis
are added.

Overall, the team iden-
tified emojis representing
112 distinct organisms—92
animals, 16 plants, 1 fun-
gus (likely Amanita mus-
caria), and 1 microorgan-
ism (likely Escherichia
coli). “Currently available
emojis encompass a broad
range of animal species,
while plants, fungi, and mi-

croorganisms are underrep-
resented,” the researchers
write. “Such strong taxo-
nomic bias is in line with
current societal awareness
of biodiversity, which tends
to prioritize animals over
other taxa.”

Next, the researchers
examined the biodiversity
characteristics of the ani-
mal emojis in more detail.
In some cases, they were
able to identify individual
animal species (for exam-
ple, the bald eagle and giant
panda emojis), while other
emojis were only identifi-
able to the genus or family
level (for example, emojis

that represent ants or croco-
dilians).

Overall, 76% of the ani-
mal emojis represented ver-
tebrates, 16% represented
arthropods, and 4%, 2%,
and 1% represented mol-
lusks, cnidarians, and an-
nelids, respectively. Given
that there are 1,302,809 de-
scribed species of arthropod
and only 85,423 described
species of vertebrate, this
means that the current emo-
ji catalog underrepresents
arthropod biodiversity and
overrepresents vertebrates.

“This rule can be prob-
lematic, as it risks hamper-
ing the extension of emojis
in order to better cover the
actual biodiversity of our

<
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noted that former Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton
recently told CBS News’
Norah O’Donnell that calls
for a ceasefire “would be
such a gift to Hamas be-
cause they would spend
whatever time there was a
ceasefire in effect rebuild-
ing their armaments, cre-
ating stronger positions to
be able to fend off an even-
tual assault by the Israelis.”
And former Speaker Nancy
Pelosi similarly parroted
the “gift for Hamas” line.
Despite this, the New
York Times reported that
more than 100 former
members of the Obama and
Biden administrations is-
sued a letter on November
17, praising Biden’s “moral
clarity, courageous leader-

ship, and staunch support
of Israel.” The gesture
aimed to defend Biden’s
policies amid internal dis-
sent within the administra-
tion.

And, as recently as this
week, when the adminis-
tration successfully negoti-
ated a cease-fire agreement
and Hamas began releasing
hostages, including Ameri-
cans, Biden was able to
take a sort of victory lap
because his policies ap-
peared to have worked.

“The deal to pause the
fighting in Gaza and facili-
tate the release of hostages
has delivered meaningful
results,” Biden stated, not-
ing that nearly 100 hos-
tages have been returned to
their loved ones. “And the

>
United States has led the
international community to
use this pause to accelerate
the delivery of additional
humanitarian ~ assistance
into Gaza,” Biden asserted.

“More than 200 trucks
loaded with aid, includ-
ing food, water, medicine,
shelter supplies, fuel, and
cooking gas, have entered
Gaza each of the last few
days,” he continued. “For
the first time since this
conflict began, aid reached
northern Gaza. And yes-
terday, the United States
airlifted more than 54,000
pounds of medical equip-
ment and food aid to the
humanitarian  distribution
center in Egypt—the first
of three deliveries of criti-
cal supplies that will go to
civilians in Gaza who need
our help.”

planet,” the researchers
write.

However, emoji biodi-
versity does appear to be
increasing. In 2015, there
were only emojis for 45 an-
imal taxa, but this increased
to 78 in 2019 and 92 in
2022. As well as increasing
in number, animal emojis
also became more repre-
sentative of Dbiodiversity

over this time period. In

2015, there were only emo-
jis representing vertebrates,
arthropods, and mollusks,
but annelids gained repre-
sentation in 2020 with the
addition of the “worm”
emoji, which most likely
represents an earthworm,
and cnidarians gained rep-
resentation in 2021 with
the addition of a red coral
emoji.

“This increase in phy-

>

logenetic diversity driven
by less-known taxa em-
phasizes a positive trend
of enhanced opportunities
for emojifying biodiversity
communication, allowing
users of digital platforms to
discuss a range of biodiver-
sity-related topics and sen-
timents more effectively,
beyond the icons depict-
ing iconic species,” the re-
searchers write.
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* Form setter (Paving)

Rate: Negotiable
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Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing business
in the North Texas market since 1963. With clients such as TxDOT, Dallas County
Public Works, and the Cities of Dallas, Fort Worth, Richardson, and Mansfield
(plus many others), we have a strong backlog of work in the highway market lo-
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* Boom Mobile Crane (CDL)

 Concrete Finishers (Paving)

* Dozer Operator (Earthwork)
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* Loader Operator (Earthwork)
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* Barricade Servicer (Must have valid DL)
e CDL Drivers (Water Truck, End Dump, Haul Truck)
Available: multiple openings

Must have own transportation.
Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (depending on

Physical and Drug Screen Required
Must have a Clear Background
Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs.)

Ed Bell
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Company

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Must apply in PERSON, Monday - Friday from 8am to 11am
@ 10605 Harry Hines Blvd.
Please visit our website: www.edbellconstruction.com/careers
Or email your resume to: careers@edbellconstruction.com
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acquainted with the burdens
of the world, its pains and
its inexplicable injustices.

My uncle Butch was
in the guest room of my
grandmother’s  apartment
in the projects of Yonkers,
NY, a place that despite its
pitfalls, often sang with life
and familial warmth. But
that day, it was different.
The air was heavier, laden
with a palpable sorrow. I
found him there, tears carv-
ing silent paths down his
cheeks, the album playing
softly, almost like a prayer
or a plea.

Curious and untouched
by the complexities of adult
grief, 1 asked him, “Uncle
Butch, what’s wrong?” He
didn’t answer directly, his
gaze lingering somewhere
far off, perhaps in a place
where words find it hard to
reach. But then, he looked
at me, and in his eyes, I saw
a deep, unspeakable sad-
ness, a depth I had yet to
understand.

He asked me to sit beside
him, not in words but with
a gentle motion of his hand,
to stay and listen with him.
So, I did. I sat there, at the
foot of the bed, watching
him, listening to the strains
of Marvin Gaye’s voice
weaving through the room.

Uncle Butch, in those
months that followed, grew
more silent, more with-
drawn, as if the weight
of something unseen was
pressing down upon him.
And then, he was gone,
taken by a disease that was
spoken of in hushed, fearful
tones — AIDS. I wouldn’t
come to learn this until I
was much older. For that
word, at the time, was a sen-
tence unto itself, cloaked in
stigma and sorrow.

I also did not know then,
could not have known, how
those songs he introduced
me to, in that room filled
with his tears and Mar-
vin Gaye’s soulful voice,
would become my compan-
ions through trials I could
scarcely imagine.

I recall, with a clar-
ity that stings, moments
such as finding a noose
hung on my friend’s dorm
room door, the tragic night
George Zimmerman was

acquitted of Trayvon Mar-
tin’s murder, and watching
George Floyd plead for his
life — plead for his mother.
In each of these moments,
Gaye’s voice was a soft
place, wrapping around
me, reminding me that in
the midst of this persistent
struggle, we are not alone.
His words, “Mother, moth-
er, there’s too many of you
crying,” resonated with a
truth that was as painful as
it was necessary.

Gaye’s voice, rich with
a kind of knowing, spoke
to the very marrow of my
being. It was as though he
had seen the world through
the same lens of heartbreak,
had walked the same path
of outrage. In his melodies,
there was a recognition of
the pain, an understanding
that transcended time and
space. This album, with its
poignant lyrics and soul-
ful rhythms, did not offer
empty platitudes or shal-
low promises of a brighter
tomorrow. Rather, it offered
something far more pre-
cious: the feeling of being
seen, truly seen, in all the
complexity of one’s an-
guish and hope.

Now, as I find myself in
another chapter, reflecting
on current genocides, wars,
and personal strife, the al-
bum plays again. Its notes
are familiar, yet they always
bring something new, some
undiscovered wisdom or
comfort.

I believe the essence of
“What’s Going On” is a uni-
versal language, a dialect
understood by hearts across
the globe, irrespective of
the tongues they speak or
the lands they inhabit. This
album, much like the soul-
ful cries of a gospel choir
or the melancholic strains
of a blues guitar, speaks to
a shared human condition
— a narrative woven with
threads of pain, hope, love,
and an unyielding quest for
understanding and peace.

It is here, in this harmo-
nious congregation of in-
struments and lyrics, that
Gaye’s work transcends
the boundaries of mere
musical composition. It
becomes a source of com-
fort, something soothing

for the wounded spirit. The
album does not just reso-
nate; it empathizes. It does
not merely communicate; it
consoles, sharing in the col-
lective sorrows and joys of
its listeners.

Psychologists and music
therapists have long recog-
nized the potency of music
as a tool for emotional heal-
ing and resilience. They
speak of its ability to access
parts of the human psyche
that are often barricaded
by the rubble of trauma and
grief. This concept is vivid-
ly encapsulated in “What’s
Going On.” Therapists of-
ten talk about the concept of
‘musical mirroring’— the
idea that music can reflect
our inner emotional states,
providing a sense of valida-
tion and understanding. In
this album, mirroring is not
just an artistic technique; it
is a lifeline. It reaches out
to those adrift in the tumul-
tuous seas of despair and
pulls them towards a shore
of understanding and em-
pathy.

Moreover, the universal-
ity of Gaye’s message in
this album speaks to a col-
lective longing for a world
that is kinder, more just, and
more attuned to the cries of
the oppressed and the mar-
ginalized.

The lasting resonance
of Marvin Gaye’s “What’s
Going On” persists as a lan-
tern, guiding me through the
maze of my thoughts, my
griefs, and my yearnings
for a world reborn from the
ashes of its own destructive
ways. This album, like a
sermon, continues to shep-
herd me through the process
of understanding, of cop-
ing, and, most crucially, of
demanding more — not just
for myself, but for all of us,
for humanity in its totality.

A few days ago, the cruel
hand of fate snatched away
a friend, Michael Latt, a
beacon of change in his
own right, extinguished
by the senseless violence
that plagues our world like
a relentless shadow. Los-
ing Michael Latt has left
a profound impact on me,
both personally and in the
way I view the world. Mi-
chael was more than just a
community leader; he was

a ray of light and a living
example of what it means
to use one’s privilege for
the greater good. As a white
man, he dedicated himself
to creating access and op-
portunities for marginalized
people, and his work was a
testament to the power of
empathy, understanding,
and action.

He listened, he learned,
and he committed himself
wholeheartedly to the cause
of justice and equality. His
passion for making a differ-
ence was contagious, and
it inspired many others to
look at how they could con-
tribute to creating a more
equitable society.

Reflecting on the loss of
such a person, I often find
myself struggling with a
profound sense of injustice.
Why do terrible things hap-
pen to the best among us?
Michael’s untimely depar-
ture left a void that is diffi-
cult to comprehend and ac-
cept. His absence feels like
a stark reminder of the fra-
gility of life and the some-
times inexplicable nature of
pain.

His departure left a tear in
the fabric of our human po-
tential. In the aftermath of
this tragedy, compounded
by the constant parade of
despair that our daily lives
seem to have become, I
found refuge in the familiar
yet ever-evocative strains of
“What’s Going On,” partic-
ularly in the heartfelt cries
of “Save The Children,”
the soulful affirmations of
“God Is Love,” and the
poignant lament of “Mercy
Mercy Me (The Ecology).”

As the songs played, a
wave of emotions washed
over me. It was as though
each note, each lyric, was
a key unlocking cham-
bers within my heart. In
“Save The Children,” there
lies a haunting urgency, a
plea that transcends time,
speaking to our collective
responsibility for the inno-
cence that we, as a society,
have failed. It is a song that
echoes the cries of children
lost to war, to hunger, to the
very violence that claimed
Michael. It is a reminder of
the world we have forged,
one where the laughter
of children is too often
drowned out by the roar of

injustice.

Then, as the album flows
into “God Is Love,” there is
a shift, a gentle yet power-
ful affirmation of the divine
love that underpins our ex-
istence. Here, Gaye reminds
us of a fundamental truth
that we often forget in our
scramble for survival and
significance: that to love
another person is to see the
face of God. This song, in its
serene conviction, offered
a moment of solace, a brief
respite from the noise of
loss and anger.

Finally, “Mercy Mercy Me
(The Ecology)” wrapped its
arms around me. This song,
a mournful ode to our plan-
et’s desecration, resonates
with a deeper grief — a grief
for a world that continues
to turn its back on the very
womb that nurtures it. In
the haunting beauty of this
melody, I found a space to
release, to sit with my pain
and the pain of the world,
to acknowledge the wounds
we inflict upon our Earth
and upon each other.

In this trilogy of songs,
there is an encapsulation of
the human condition: our
capacity for destruction and
our profound longing for
redemption. Gaye’s voice,
etched with the wisdom of a
prophet and the tenderness
of a friend, became a con-
duit for my own grief. It al-
lowed me to grieve not just
for Michael, but for all that
we have lost and continue to
lose in this relentless march
of time and human wicked-
ness.

There is something sim-
mering in so many of us, a
simmering volcano of dis-
content and despair. Yet,
in this rage, there is also a
thread of hope, a belief that
even in our darkest hour,
there is a chance for trans-
formation, for love, for a
return to the sacred truths
that bind us.

In “What's Going On,
Marvin Gaye does not of-
fer easy answers or super-
ficial solace. Instead, he
offers a mirror, reflecting
our flawed humanity, our
collective suffering, and
our enduring spirit. Which
is often — exactly what we
need. In this album, I find
not just a means to process
and cope with the tragedies

>

that life throws my way, but
also a clarion call to push for
progress — for Michael, for
the children, for the Earth,
and for the very soul of hu-
manity. It is a reminder that
in the midst of our pain,
there lies the potential for
profound change, for a love
that transcends the bound-
aries of our brokenness.

This is why “What’s Go-
ing On” remains a vital
balm for souls battered by
the relentless tide of global
events. In a world that of-
ten feels devoid of empa-
thy, where the news cycle
churns out stories of pain
and injustice with a chill-
ing detachment, this album
stands as a counterpoint.
It is a reminder that our
struggles are not invisible,
that our pain is not un-
heard. Gaye’s music reaches
into the deepest recesses
of the human experience,
touching the parts of us that
are too often left to languish
in silence.

To listen to this album
in moments of despair is
to participate in a form of
communion, a shared ex-
perience that connects us
in our humanity. It is to be
reminded that, despite the
overwhelming  suffering
that threatens to engulf us,
we are not alone. There is a
power in being seen, in be-
ing acknowledged, not as a
statistic or a headline, but as
a living, feeling being. This
album offers that recogni-
tion, that validation.

In a world that seems
increasingly bent on tear-
ing itself apart, where the
cries of the oppressed are
too often drowned out by
the clamor of indifference,
“Whats Going On” reso-
nates with a clarity that is
both haunting and healing.
Listening to it, we find a
kind of solace, a reminder
that, even in our darkest
hours, we are part of some-
thing larger, something pro-
foundly human. And it is in
this recognition, this feel-
ing of being lifted and seen,
that we find the strength to
carry on, to keep fighting,
to keep hoping.

For in the end, it is not
just an album we are play-
ing; i's a map, guiding us
back to ourselves and to
each other.
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Study shows how ethical brands fare in a recession

(Newswise) — A new
study from the University
of East Anglia reveals why
some ‘eco goods’ may fare
better than others as a UK
recession looms.

A new study, published
today, shows that when
money gets tight, people
are more likely to keep up
more expensive ethical
purchases like buying fair
trade products.

The study is one of the
first to look at ethical pur-
chases using actual market
data from a major UK su-
permarket chain.

The team studied the im-
pact of the economic reces-
sion of 2008 on consumer

expenditure of eco-labelled
food products.

They used UK supermar-
ket loyalty card data and
showed that the recession
had widely different effects
on the spend share of dif-
ferent types of eco-labelled
groceries.

Dr Raychaudhuri said:
“We found that the amount
shoppers spent on organic
products declined but the
amount they spent on fair
trade products increased
over the same period.

“It’s really interesting
that the consumption of
some eco-labelled goods —
namely fair trade products
- held up during the reces-

sion.

“We think that in a reces-
sion some consumers be-
come relatively less price
sensitive and instead focus
more on the public good
qualities of products. These
public good attributes,
therefore, become more sa-
lient or important for con-
sumers.

“Alternatively, shoppers
may be fuelled by moral
motivations, and those that
regard themselves as so-
cially responsible will want
to maintain that identity.

“What this means for
shop and brand managers
is that labelling products

clearly for their corporate
social responsibility cre-
dentials could help main-
tain sales.

“The good news is that,
recently, we have seen pay
packets stage a mini-recov-
ery, and so this will perhaps
further alleviate the fall in
eco-labelled consumption
expenditure,” he added.

This research was led by
the University of East An-
glia in collaboration with
Prof Ada Wossink from the
University of Manchester.

‘Ecolabels and The Eco-
nomic Recession’ is pub-
lished in the journal PLOS
ONE.

Career Opportunity

their neighborhoods.

As indicators of health,
birds tell us how an area
is supporting different
species and what food
is available to them. A
diversity of birds is con-
nected to an abundance of
trees, while increased bird
diversity can be traced to
green investments in par-
ticular neighborhoods.

We are increasingly an
urban species, adds Jon
Christensen. Cities are
now our habitat. As of
2007, over half of people
live in cities, and that is
expected to increase up

-
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to 70% by 2050. The
complex urban systems
that make up cities have
become an important
area of scientific research
and debate about public
investment around the
world, he continued. It
is important to under-
stand and invest in cities
so they can be resilient
to climate change. It is a
matter of life and death,
he said.

Inequities have shaped
the urban environment,
and justice requires that
we remedy those inequi-
ties.

<
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partner violence (IPV).
Previously, our evidence
primarily highlighted
IPV’s contribution to HIV
and depression, substan-
tially underestimating its
broader impact. This study
expands our understand-
ing, revealing IPV’s exten-
sive influence on a wider
range of poor health out-
comes.

“This new perspective is
crucial in elevating IPV as
a public health imperative
in the global sphere, hope-
fully igniting both political
and scientific momentum
towards effective preven-
tion and intervention strat-
egies.”

4000 studies reviewed —
229 suitable for inclusion

Searching through pa-
pers published from seven
databases, Emmanuella
Gakidou and colleagues
identified the available lit-
erature on intimate partner
violence and childhood
sexual abuse and their as-
sociated health effects.
They reviewed over 4,000
studies, of which 229 stud-
ies met the criteria for in-
clusion. Using the burden
of proof methodology (a
meta-analytic approach for
estimating a conservative
measure of the elevated or
reduced risk of a particu-
lar health outcome after
exposure to a harmful or
protective risk factor), they
evaluated the strength of
evidence connecting inti-

>
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them as “Fake News” and
the “Enemy of the People,”
has been a consistent theme
throughout his political ca-
reer. In a September post on
his Truth Social network,
Trump reiterated his inten-
tion to investigate NBC
News and MSNBC for
“country-threatening trea-
son” and limit their access
to airwaves, accusing them
of threatening democracy.
In the same interview,
Bannon hinted at Patel’s
potential role as the direc-
tor of the CIA in a hypo-
thetical second term for
Trump. Meanwhile, at a

recent fundraising event,
Biden expressed that he
may not have sought reelec-
tion if Trump were not in
the race. The president said
democracy is “more at risk
in 2024” and suggested that
Trump and his allies aim to
“destroy” democratic insti-
tutions.

Biden emphasized the
urgency of preventing a
Trump victory, portraying
the former president as the
embodiment of retribution
for his supporters and some-
one committed to rooting
out perceived “vermin in
the country.”

mate partner violence and/
or childhood sexual abuse
to health outcomes, which
were supported by at least
three studies.

Additional potential
health outcomes were also
initially identified in the
study, including an asso-
ciation of maternal hyper-
tensive disorders with inti-
mate partner violence and

an association of smok-
ing with childhood sexual
abuse. However, the re-
search concludes that due
to a scarcity of evidence,
these could not be included
in the meta-analysis.

The authors note that the
studies are observational
and cannot demonstrate
causality and highlight that
their findings are limited

GARLAND
Attention Suppliers of Goods,
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972-205-2415

owing to the limited num-
ber of studies that explore
these relationships. They
suggest that their research
demonstrates the wide-
ranging health effects of in-
timate partner violence and

childhood sexual abuse but
emphasize the need for fur-
ther research to strengthen
the evidence base.

The study was funded by
the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation.

CBS Insurance Services, LLC
7125 Marvin D. Love Frwy., Suite 302
Dallas, Texas 75237

Looking for A Career Change
Then We Need You!!

If you're looking for full or partime work with flexible
hours, income ranging from $800.00 to £2,000.00
plus weskly. No Experience Needed we will licenss
and train.

For more information call (214) 238-6855
Ask for Shun
Email: info@cbsolutionsplus.com

TISEO PAVING COMPANY

419 E. Hwy. 80, Mesquite, TX 75150
Tel: (972) 289-0723 Fax (972) 216-5637
www.tiseopaving.com

Performing Concrete Street Paving
in the Metroplex Area
We Accept Subcontracting Bids
For All Public Works Projects
in the Dallas Area.
We Are Accepting Applications for Con-
crete Mixer Drivers and Heavy Equip-

ment Mechanics

Equal Opportunity Employer
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DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING AND
REWARDING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE
OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

+ Competitive wages
« Array of benefits
* Education incentive pay
+ ...and more

REGISTER ONLINE TO TAKE
THE CITY OF IRVING’S NEXT
CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM

www.cityofirving.org

The City of Irving does not discriminate on the
basis of race, sex, religion, age or disability in
employment or the provision of services.
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Church Happenings

By Dr. James L. Snyder

Nothing is more confus-
ing than being in the middle
of two holidays. I have just
finished Thanksgiving, and
now Christmas is before
me. Each year, it gets more
difficult to adjust to the
next holiday. It’s hard for
me to keep up.

For months, the focus
was on that roast turkey
for Thanksgiving. And
boy, was it a delicious roast
turkey. I have a hard time
comparing this year’s roast
turkey to last year’s be-
cause [ always love the one
I’m eating at the time. And
I cannot go back in time
to last year’s turkey. That
turkey has been digested a
long time ago.

The Gracious Mistress of
the Parsonage and I were

sitting in the living room,
resting from all the activ-
ity during the season and
watching TV. I think she
outdid herself this year be-
cause everything seemed to
be perfect. Everybody in
the family complimented
her on the Thanksgiving
dinner.

It will be challenging for
her to outdo the Thanksgiv-
ing dinner at the Christmas
dinner. But I know she’s up
for the challenge.

I began compliment-
ing her on this year’s roast
turkey and telling her how
much I loved it. I wasn’t
lying because I did like
the turkey this year. Not
only the turkey we had on
Thanksgiving Day but also
all the leftover turkey we
had the following week.
Nothing is better than left-

overs, as far as I’'m con-
cerned.

We had enough leftovers
at Thanksgiving dinner to
serve dinner every day for
the next week. I ain’t com-
plaining.

Sitting in the living room,
I looked at The Gracious
Mistress of the Parsonage
and asked, “Are you plan-
ning to make roast reindeer
for Christmas?”

She just scowled at me
and did not answer. [ wasn’t
going to give up.

“After all,” I said, “your
roast turkey this year was
absolutely supreme. The
best you’ve ever done. I
bet you could do a great
job roasting a reindeer this
year.”

Looking at me, she said,
“Do you want to get off
Santa’s naughty list this

year?”

Where did that come
from?

I did not know what to
say because I did not know
if she was joking or what.
Being on Santa’s naughty
list in our house is a very
dangerous position. For
some reason, The Gracious
Mistress of the Parsonage
has a connection with San-
ta Claus. I’'m not sure what
that connection is, and I’'m
not in a position where I
can ask.

I was quiet for a few
minutes, then cleared my
throat, and looking at The
Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage, 1 asked, “How
did I get on Santa’s naughty
list this year?”

Staring at me, she said,
“Do you really want me to
tell you?”

www.NorthDallasGazette.com

Out to Pastor: From Roast Turkey to Reinder

There is nothing like be-
ing between a turkey and
a reindeer during the holi-
day season to wreck your
nerves.

The question that burned
in my heart was, what did I
do to get on Santa’s naugh-
ty list? I knew I would be
in more trouble if I asked
her to tell me. So, I thought
about another angle.

“Can you tell me,” I
asked as soberly as pos-
sible, “how I can get off
Santa’s naughty list?”

She stared at the TV for
a moment and did not seem
to hear what I was saying.
I briefly thought, should I
repeat myself? In the past,
repeating myself has gotten
me into more trouble than it
was worth.

Finally, she turned,
looked at me for a few mo-

ments and then said, “Do
you really want to know
how to get off of Santa’s
naughty list?”

Oh boy. What’s coming
next?

If T don’t know how I
got on Santa’s naughty list,
how in the world am I go-
ing to figure out how to get
off?

Looking at her, I smiled
gently and said, “If get-
ting off Santa’s naughty
list makes you happy, then
that’s exactly what I want
to do.” I finished with a big
smile on my face.

“Well,” she said rather
thoughtfully, “maybe if this
week you take me thrift
store shopping I might be
able to think about it and
figure it out for you.”

See REINDEER, Page 15

<
RU ST, from Page 2

mad Ali, Sonny Liston, and
Joe DiMaggio.

The “Walking Encyclo-
pedia of Sports” finally had
his moment in the spot-
light during the tumultuous
1981 player/owner strike in
baseball. Initially hired to
host the Yankees pre-game
show, Rust was on air ev-
ery night from 6 p.m. to 9
p.m. during the summer
strike, which birthed an all-
sports talk radio show that
captivated disheartened
baseball fans and laid the
groundwork for the likes
of WFAN, which emerged
in 1988 with an all-white
crew and not even a men-
tion or an invitation to Rust.

“Unlike today’s Sports
Radio format, ‘The Art
Rust Jr. Show’ was a lot
more fan-friendly,” noted
Steven C. Owens in an
earlier piece for Medium.
Rust’s wife, Edna, was an
integral part of his journey,
and her sudden passing
in 1986 led him to honor
her memory at the end of
each show with a heartfelt
“Good Night, Edna Baby.”

Rust’s impact remains
undeniable. While Sirius
XM’s Chris Russo, who
got his big break at WFAN
alongside Mike Francesca
and others, raked in mil-

lions, Rust set the stage
for their success. Steve
Somers, a host at WFAN,
acknowledged Rust’s role
in shaping the station. “He
certainly set the ground-
work and the foundation
for WFAN,” Somers as-
serted.

Rust affectionately re-
ferred to left-handed pitch-
ers as “portsiders” and
Yankee Stadium as “the big
ball orchard in the South
Bronx.” In his 1976 book,
“Get That N****r Off the
Field!” he recounted ex-
periences of being a Black
man in the world of base-
ball, highlighting the racial
challenges he faced.

Longtime listener Alex
Belth recalled listening to
Rust in the early 1980s and
how he tried to get up the
nerves to call in and ask if
Reggie Jackson would hit
500 home runs. “For years,
I listened to Art Rust Jr.
His voice was knowing and
sure,” Belth recalled. “I felt
safe in his company. Yeah,
and Reggie got those 500
dingers, too.”

In an era where sports
talk hosts command stag-
gering salaries, there’s little
reminder of Rust, a Black
man who sowed the seeds
that both white and Black

sportscasters are reaping.
Some equate today’s hosts
with baseball players who
fail to recognize former St.
Louis Cardinal great Curt
Flood.

Flood won seven consec-
utive Gold Glove Awards
beginning in 63 and hit
better than 300 in six of
his 12 years with St. Louis.
Flood was also a key con-
tributor to the Cardinals’
1964 and *67 World Series
championship clubs. Flood,
who, upon being traded
to the Phillies on October
7, 1969, took a stand that
would effectively end his
career and change the sport
forever.

He penned a letter to
Commissioner Bowie
Kuhn in which Flood be-
gan his fight against the re-
serve clause, which bound
a player to one team unless
that club chose to trade or
release that player. Free
agency didn’t exist, so
Flood decided to challenge
the system. After Kuhn re-
fused to grant Flood free
agency, Flood filed a law-
suit against the Commis-
sioner and MLB, alleging a
violation of antitrust laws.
The case reached the U.S.
Supreme Court in 1972,
and justices ruled 5-3 in
favor of MLB. No active
players stepped out to tes-

tify—or even attend—the
trial in support of Flood.
However, in 1976, the re-
serve clause disintegrated,
and the groundwork for
free agency as we know it
today was laid. “The fact
that Curt Flood, one of the
best all-around players of
his generation, was will-
ing to risk it all for others is
one of the greatest displays

of personal sacrifice known
to the sports world,” said
Tony Clark, the executive
director of the MLB Play-
ers Association, in an inter-
view with MLB Network.
Flood’s fight forever
transformed baseball eco-
nomics. The average salary
of an MLB player in 2023
was $4.9 million, or about
ten times the amount Flood

>
made over his entire 15-
year career.

Art Rust Jr. is the Curt
Flood for those hosting
talk shows about baseball
and other sports. And, like
most baseball players who
reap the spoils of modern
economics thanks to Flood,
sports talk show hosts rare-
ly, if ever, extend a thank
you to Rust.

Cemetary Space Broker will make you
offer on your cemetery plot

* Inherited plot and can't sell it?
* Bought plot years ago and your plans have changed?
= Singles space or Side by Side spaces is okay.
We will make you a "cash offer” on your cemetery plot today! If you get
voice mail-leave message phone number and information on cemetery
space. We will get back to you

Call Us Today

972.665.0170

s ¢ " LS o
Denns Jandes | Flickr
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The Cracked Pot

Sister
Tarpley
NDG
Religion
Editor

This Holiday Season, if
you think that you’re not
important to God, ponder
this:

An elderly woman had
two large pots, each hung
on the ends of a pole, which
she carried across her neck.

One pot had a crack in it
while the other was perfect
and always delivered a full
portion of water.

At the end of the walk
from the stream to the
house, the cracked pot ar-
rived half full.  For two
years this went on daily,
with the woman bringing
home only one and a half
pots of water.

The perfect pot was
proud of its accomplish-
ments. But the cracked pot

was ashamed of its own im-
perfection, and miserable
that it could only do half
of what it had been made
to do.

After two years of what
it perceived to be bitter fail-
ure, it spoke to the woman.
“I'm ashamed of myself;
this crack in my side causes
water to leak all the way

back to your house.”

The old woman smiled,
“Did you notice that there
are flowers on your side
of the path, but not on the
other pot’s side?”

“I have always known
about your flaw, so I plant-
ed flower seeds on your
side of the path, and every
day while we walk back,

you watered them.

For two years [ have been
able to pick these beauti-
ful flowers to decorate the
table. Without you being
just the way you are, there
would not be this beauty to
grace the house.”

Each of us has our own
unique flaw. But it’s the
cracks and flaws we each
have that make our lives
interesting and rewarding.

You must take each per-
son for what they are and
look for the good in them.

Smell the flowers on
your side of the path. Live,
Give, Love and Be Thank-
ful!

Stop Making
Excuses!

You will give your life
for something — the ques-
tion is what? Sports, a
hobby, fame, wealth; these
do not bring lasting satis-
faction.

Service is the pathway
to joy and fulfillment. It’s

-
PARAD E, from Page 9

unhealthy/controlling rela-
tionships so we can reduce
the number of victims of
intimate partner abuse.”
The contestants compet-
ed all week long with pre-
liminary rounds, interviews
and special events includ-
ing a masquerade ball.
Also In the audience was
Sara Aarons, the oldest liv-
ing Senior America winner

at 104 years old. Several
others celebrating birthdays
of 100 years old were rec-
ognized at the life altering
event.

Dr. Quinn will be ac-
companied by Ms. Joyce
Brown, 2019 Texas Senior
America, Ms. CJ Johnson,
who competed in 2023 Ms.
Texas Sr. America and Ms.
Sandra Crenshaw, who will

compete in the 2024 Pag-
eant.

The MLK Parade is part
of the City of Dallas MLK
Celebration January 9--
15th which includes a MLK
Banquet honoring Commis-
sioner John Wiley Price as
the MLK Trailblazer. Rev.
Dr. Frederick D. Haynes III
is the guest speaker.

The deadline to submit
the application for the Pa-
rade is 5:00 pm on Tues-

-
REIN DEER, from Page 14

That caught me by sur-
prise. That would be the
last thing in the world that
I would ever want to do.
Spending a whole day go-
ing from one thrift store to
another is not my idea of
having fun.

“And,” she said, “if in
our thrift store shopping
we find a reindeer, you can
buy it, and I will roast it for
you.”

I never know if she is
joking or setting me up. I
had to think about that for
some time, not knowing the
proper answer.

Finally, I sighed deeply

and said, “OK, my dear, I’ll
be glad to take you thrift
store shopping anytime
this week. And, I’ll be glad
to purchase that reindeer
when you find it.” T tried
to smile back at her, but it
was very difficult to find an
appropriate smile in my in-
ventory.

“Ha, ha, ha,” she laughed
very heartily.

“What’s so funny?” 1
asked.

“Oh my dear,” she
laughed, “you just got off
of Santa’s naughty list.
Congratulations.”

Later that day, as I was

>
considering this, I was re-
minded of what Amos said,
“Can two walk together,
except they are agreed?”
(Amos 3:3).

Sometimes, life is better
when two people agree. It
may be difficult to come to
an agreement, but the re-
wards are worth the effort.

Dr. James L. Snyder is
pastor of the Family of
God Fellowship, 1471 Pine
Road, Ocala, FL 34472. He
lives with his wife in Silver
Springs Shores. Call him
at 352-687-4240 or e-mail
Jjamessnyder2@att.net. The
church web site is www.
whatafellowship.com.

>
day, December 26, 2023,
or until all slots are filled.
For more information See:
https://help-dallas.org/mlk-
parade.

Church Happenings

through ministry that we
find meaning; life is meant
for ministry.

As we serve God’s pur-
poses, our lives take on
eternal importance. Paul
writes, “all this makes you
more significant, not less,
because of what you are
a part of. (1 Corinthians
12:14, 19).

If you aren’t in-
volved in something great-
er than yourself you just
exist, God wants you to
learn to love and serve oth-
ers unselfishly. He wants
you to make a difference in
His world: What matter is
not how long you live, but
how effectively you live!lf
you’re not involved in
God’s service what’s your
excuse? Abraham was old.
Jacob was insecure. Leah

Inspiring Body

was unattractive. Joseph
was abused. Moses stut-
tered.

Gideon was poor. Sam-
son was co-dependent.
Rehab was immoral. Da-
vid had an affair result-
ing in all kinds of family
problems. Elijah was
suicidal. Jeremiah was de-
pressed. Jonah was reluc-
tant. Naomi was a widow.
John the Baptist was ec-
centric. Peter was impul-
sive. Martha worried a lot.
The Samaritan woman had
several failed marriages.
Zacchaeus was crooked.
Thomas had doubts. Paul

had poor health and Timo-
thy was timid. That’s quite
a variety of misfits, yet God
used each of them — and He
will use you too, if you stop
making excuses.

Christ BocX

Pastordtickie e el

—

Start 2024 with

d bang, saj

Parkland is here to help you prevent
New Year’s Eve fireworks injuries.

to prevent and treat burns by visiting

wdhealth.ora/burn-unit

Parkland
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NDGBook Review: ‘The Day After Yesterday is a book worth talking about

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

Sometimes, Mom talks a
lot of nonsense.

She talks in random syl-
lables, half-jokes, thoughts
that come out of her mouth
backwards or mixed up.
You try, she laughs, you
laugh, pretending that you
understand but you don’t.
Mom has dementia and
there’s nothing that’ll fix
it, but you can read “The
Day After Yesterday” by
Joe Wallace and change the
conversation.

Talk about your awkward
encounters.

Well into his twenties,
Joe Wallace was asked to sit
with his “Granddaddy Joe”
while Wallace’s mother and

THE DA RFTER
YESTERDAY

grandmother ran errands.
His grandfather was once a
vibrant man, and he’d been
Wallace’s “hero” but Al-
zheimer’s had put a curtain
of sorts between them and
Wallace was “so frightened
to be left alone with him.”
It didn’t take long for
him to realize that day that
his grandfather was full of

stories and it was “magi-
cal.” He applied the same
kind of patience when his
grandmother began to ex-
perience dementia, too, and
this all spurred Wallace to
tell a story of his own with
his camera.

The portraits he captured
eventually became an ex-
hibit, and this book.

“In the United States,”
Wallace says, “one in three
seniors suffers with Al-
zheimer’s or another de-
mentia at the time of their
death.” Nearly $700 billion
dollars annually is spent
caring for people with de-
mentia. Alzheimer’s, as
one of Wallace’s subjects
points out, affects Black
seniors more often than it

does whites. For that mat-
ter, people with dementia
need not be seniors: early-
onset Alzheimer’s can af-
fect someone in their early
20s.

Listen, Wallace’s sub-
jects almost always say,
and don’t hide a diagnosis
of dementia. There’s no
shame in it. Reach out to
others who’ve received the
diagnosis. Ask for help.
Watch for suicidal thoughts
and depression. Ask for
stories, before they’re lost,
and be honest about what’s
going on. You can’t change
the diagnosis, but you can
change your attitude to-
ward it.

It’s called The Long
Goodbye for reason — and

yet, your loved one with
dementia is still on this side
of the sod and you know
there’s still some there
there. In “The Day After
Yesterday,” you’ll get a
new point-of-view, for both
of you.

In his introduction inter-
view, author Joe Wallace
explains how he came to
understand that “we could
all do so much better”
for those with cognitive
disabilities including Al-
zheimer’s, and why elimi-
nating fear and awkward-
ness is essential. Readers
will be quite taken by the
then-and-now pictures, and
by the conversations Wal-
lace captured.

But beware: this isn’t a

book on caregiving or ad-
vice-giving.

It’s a delightful, heart-
breaking, tearful, surpris-
ing collection of profiles
of everyday people in their
own words, people who go
with the flow and deal with
tomorrow when it comes.
Yes, you’ll find advice here
but it pales in comparison
to the presence that Wal-
lace’s subjects and their
families exhibit.

This powerful book is
great for someone with a
new dementia diagnosis; it
proves that life’s not over
yet. It’s likewise great for
a caregiver, gently ushering
them toward grace.

Get “The Day After Yes-
terday.” It’s time for a talk.

<
OVE RTI M E, from Page 6

tools supporting educa-
tors have been released in
recent months by EdTech
organizations aiming to
create teaching efficiency.
These tools save time
and allow educators to tai-

lor materials to individual
skill levels, which is es-
pecially critical as educa-
tors work to address gaps
in students’ knowledge
caused by pandemic dis-
ruptions.

DOING

THE RIGFNS

THING

N

Thursday, Jan 6

Friday, Jan 1 12:00 - 1:00 pm.
&:00 - 7:00 p.m

Twinkl offers a teacher
report writer tool that gen-
erates student report cards
based on raw performance
information and a person-
al Al teaching assistant,
“Ari,” which can create
adapted lesson materials
aligned with curriculum

.

‘- [
Ghe time is always right to do

what is right.”— Martin Luther King, Jr.

Dallas CASA needs more Black volunteers
to serve our community’s abused and
neglected children living in foster care.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN ONLINE INFORMATION SESSION:

For more information or to register for this event,
please visit dallascasa.org

Friday, Jan 19 12:00.1:00 p.m
Thursday, Jan 23 &:00-7:00 p.m,

~D

L]
XDALLAS CASA

standards and differenti-
ated to meet the needs of
all learners.

You can read the full re-
port on the Twinkl website
and try Twinkl’s teacher Al
tools built to support edu-

cators and learners.

Twinkl began in 2010
with a single dream - to
help those who teach.

Founders Jonathan and
Susie Seaton, passionate
education advocates, real-

>
ized there weren’t enough
options for high-quality,
low-cost teaching resourc-
es for educators to instant-
ly download and use in
their classrooms. So they
got to work.

NNDBT

TEXAS * BANKING * ORIGINAL

80

It all begins with a fresh.start!

Our new deposit account offering allows you to
build your banking history while giving you access
to more financial opportunities in the future.

Call us at 972.716.7100 to learn more!

DALLAS | ADDISON | LAS COLINAS | PLANO | FRISCO

Member FDIC

BANKING
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