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By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

As the United States commemo-
rates the 60th anniversary of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, the na-
tion reflects on a transformative 
law that reshaped American soci-
ety by prohibiting discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
or national origin. The landmark 
legislation emerged from a period 
of intense struggle and demand for 
the fulfillment of the 14th Amend-
ment’s promise of “equal protec-
tion of the laws.”

Due to widespread opposition 
to desegregation and the assas-
sination of civil rights activist 
Medgar Evers, President John F. 
Kennedy urged Congress to pass 
a comprehensive civil rights bill in 
June 1963. After Kennedy’s death, 
President Lyndon B. Johnson, with 
crucial support from civil rights 
leaders Roy Wilkins and Clarence 
Mitchell, championed the bill’s 
passage.

On July 2, 1964, Congress en-
acted the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
The law prohibited discrimination 
in hiring, promoting, and firing, 
extending these protections to pub-

lic accommodations and federally 
funded programs. It also strength-
ened the enforcement of voting 
rights and mandated the desegrega-
tion of schools.

“The Civil Rights Act of 1964 
is the nation’s benchmark civil 
rights legislation, and it contin-
ues to resonate in America,” said 
Melanie Campbell, president of 
the National Coalition on Black 
Civic Participation. The Act dis-
mantled “Jim Crow” laws upheld 
by the 1896 Supreme Court deci-
sion in Plessy v. Ferguson, which 
had deemed racial segregation con-

stitutional under the “separate but 
equal” doctrine.

The Act’s impact has been pro-
found and far-reaching. “It pro-
pelled a movement that was able 
to make major civil rights gains,” 
stated Marc Morial, president of 
the National Urban League. “It has 
not only changed the arc for Black 
people. It has changed the arc for 
women and for other people of col-
or in a profound way.”

Maya Wiley, president and CEO 
of The Leadership Conference on 

60th anniversary of Civil Rights 
Act: Reflecting on progress and 

persistent challenges

The landmark legislation emerged from a period of intense struggle and demand for the ful-
fillment of the 14th Amendment’s promise of “equal protection of the laws.” (Photo via NNPA)
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(Black PR Wire) The Lit-
tle Black Dress and Pearls 
Luncheon hosted by the 
Miami-Dade Chamber of 
Commerce, Women’s Busi-
ness Council will feature 
media guru and Founder 
of TV One, Cathy Hughes 
and will recognize Repre-
sentative Ashley Gantt. The 
stellar event will take place 
on Saturday, July 13th at 
the Hilton Miami Airport. 
For tickets or a table or 
more information, visit the 
Miami-Dade Chamber of 
Commerce website LBDP 
— Miami-Dade Chamber of 
Commerce (m-dcc.org)

Cathy Hughes is a dynam-

ic, media pioneer who dem-
onstrates the power of one 
– one woman, one vision, 
one company - Urban One. 
Her unprecedented career 
has spawned a multi-media 
conglomerate that generates 
original content across the 

spectrum of radio, television 
and digital media. Urban 
One, Inc., formerly known 
as Radio One, is the largest 
African American owned, 
diversified media corpora-
tion in the nation. It reaches 
more than 80-percent of the 
African-American market 
through its subsidiaries: Ra-
dio One, an urban market 
leader with over 55 broad-
cast radio stations; TV One 
and CLEO-TV, two cable 
television networks; Reach 
Media, Inc., a syndication 
company that produces 
the “D.L. Hughley Show” 
among others; iOne Digital, 
a digital platform that offers 
social content, news, infor-
mation and entertainment; 

and One Solution, a cross 
platform marketing compa-
ny. Hughes’ humble begin-
nings in Omaha, Nebraska, 
were not a deterrent to her 
success but rather part of the 
catalyst that fueled her am-
bition to empower African 
Americans with information 
and to tell stories from their 
perspective.

Ashley V. Gantt, Esq. is 
Florida State Representa-
tive of District 109. She is 
the founder and managing 
partner of Gantt Legacy 
Law, P.A. In 2007 Ashley 
graduated from the Univer-
sity of Florida with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Eng-
lish and became a Teach for 
America Mississippi Delta 

Corps (TFA) member. She 
dedicated two years to na-
tional community service, 
with a mission to close the 
achievement gap in the 
Greater Delta region. Ash-
ley returned home to teach 
in Miami-Dade County 
Public Schools for seven 
years before beginning law 
school.

(Black PR Wire) Miami, 
FL – Charise A. Morgan 
was sworn in as the first 
Black woman president of 
the Miami-Dade County 
Bar Association at the orga-
nization’s annual gala held 
at The Mana Wynwood 
Convention Center on Sat-
urday, June 15.

“Shirley Chisholm once 
said, ‘Service is the rent we 
pay for the privilege of liv-
ing on this earth,’ and it cer-
tainly is a privilege to live 
and work in the Miami le-
gal community,” said Mor-
gan. “However, it’s obvi-
ously not perfect. We who 
labor here owe that service 
and giving back should be 
our commitment to making 
this city, this Bar, and this 

practice better.”
“The Miami-Dade Coun-

ty Bar has a rich history 
of providing assistance to 
greater community, but 
there are more areas and in-
dustries where our lawyers 
are needed. Lawyers should 
be the conduit of progress; 
I want to facilitate that via 
the Bar,” Morgan added.

Morgan, a graduate of 
Mercer University School 
of Law, brings a wealth of 
knowledge and dedication 
to her new role. An accom-
plished trial attorney, she 
currently serves as Staff 
Legal Counsel for Zurich 
North America and previ-
ously served as an Admin-
istrative Law Judge for the 
Georgia Department of La-
bor.

Her roles as liaison on the 
Florida Bar Board of Gov-
ernors, Vice Chair of the 
Florida Bar Rules of Civil 
Procedure Committee, and 
Vice Chair of the Florida 
Bar Standing Committee on 
Professionalism highlight 
her commitment to legal 
ethics and professionalism.

By Deborah Bailey 
AFRO Contributing Editor

Vashti Murphy McK-
enzie, the retired and first 
female bishop of the Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal 
Church, used the pulpit of 
The National Cathedral in 
Washington, D.C., to render 
a searing sermon calling the 
faithful to “put feet to our 
prayers” as she set the stage 
for America’s celebration of 
Juneteenth on June 19.

McKenzie, president of 
the National Churches of 
Christ, delivered the morn-
ing message at the Cathe-

dral on June 16, and went 
straight into dissecting the 
rationale behind America’s 
cultural wars in the form 
of book banning, and laws 
passed restricting how his-
tory is taught in schools 

across the U.S.
According to the Black 

Education Research Center 
at Teachers College, Co-
lumbia University, 18 states 
have imposed restrictions 
and bans on teaching race 
and gender since 2021.  At 
least 32 states have jurisdic-
tions that have passed some 
form of book ban.

“If we are a truly great 
nation, the truth cannot de-
stroy us,” McKenzie said, 
quoting from Nicole Han-
nah Jones’ Pulitzer Prize 
winning 1619 Project. She 
then asked the congrega-
tion: “If you could change 
the narrative to your liking, 
what would your truth look 

like? “
McKenzie led the audi-

ence on a whirlwind his-
torical “roll call” of efforts 
to revise the narrative of 
cultural events around the 
globe, including in Hun-
gary, China, and the United 
States. She reminded the 
audience of efforts to ban 
books and restrict the rights 
of Jews.

“Are you breathing?” she 
stopped and asked the con-
gregation before reeling off 
a second roll call of U.S. 
riots, rebellions and mass 
shootings from 1863 to to-
day, designed to restrict and 
destroy Black American in-
stitutions and communities.

“Here in the home of the 
brave and the land of the 
free, the New York City 
Massacre, the Memphis 
Massacre, the Camila Mas-
sacre, the Opelousas Mas-
sacre, the Danville Riot, 
Springfield Massacre, Tulsa 
Black Wall Street Massacre, 
the Orangeburg Massacre, 
Charleston South Carolina 
Mother Bethel Massacre, 
Massacre at Tops Market, 
the Jacksonville Dollar 
Store Massacre…,” McK-
enzie said in the space of 
two minutes.

“That’s here,” she added 
as the audience became si-
lent.

“Are you breathing? 

Are you still in the room?” 
McKenzie asked as she 
moved on quickly to share 
more.

“Remembering June-
teenth serves as a historical 
reminder of what did hap-
pen,” she said before taking 
the audience through a vivid 
tour of brutal historical 
events characterizing slav-
ery and the disenfranchise-
ment of Black people.

Reflections from the audi-
ence were varied.

Longtime parishioner Jim 
Fulton thought McKenzie’s 
sermon was needed at the 
National Cathedral.
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 First, let it be said that 
the Black Press of America 
believes in our democratic 
process, and believes that 
the record of President Joe 
Biden is greater than a bad 
debate night with Donald 
Trump. 

Second, the bigger trag-
edy was the mainstream 
media’s effort to make their 
coverage of last Thursday’s 

debate a matter of who did 
the better “sound bites” and 
not the substance of the is-
sues put before the Ameri-
can people watching the 
debate. 

As the Black Press of 
America, let it be said that 
we are appalled at the Edi-
torial and News Broadcasts 
calling for the President to 
step down. It’s the media’s 
job to report the news and 
not initiate an orchestrated 
campaign to remove the 
President. 

Where is the media dis-
cussion about the issues, 
and who said what about 

them? Where was the ma-
jor fact checking of all the 
lies Trump told? The bur-
den didn’t shift to Biden 
just because he chose not 
to respond to the issues 
the media had decided he 
should have addressed.

It was not the job of the 
media to take the issue of 
the President’s age or push 
the issue of whether or not 
he should withdraw from 
the November 2024 elec-
tion. 

But time and time again, 
on Fox News and Face 
The Nation, as well as the 
Editorial positions of the 

New York Times and At-
lanta Constitution, just to 
name a few, there was the 
pushing of the idea that the 
President was too old and 
should step down. Then 
there was the generating of 
polling questions to support 
the withdrawal of the Presi-
dent, which was not the job 
of the media. 

Once again, it is the 
Black Press that emerges 
as the true “Trusted Mes-
senger” not manipulating 
the news for ratings. “We 
the People” must not allow 
our silence to give consent 
to such media coverage.
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The tragedy of mainstream 
media coverage

See POOR, Page 14

The Good News In 2024: Poor 
people are the new swing vote

By William J. Barber, II

If you’re an ordinary 
American who goes to work 
to pay the bills or takes care 
of a loved one most days, 
it’s easy to feel down when 
you see the headlines about 
the 2024 election. Donald J. 
Trump has been convicted 
of 34 felonies for falsifying 
business records to cover 
up hush money he paid to 
bury an alleged affair with 
a porn star during the 2016 
campaign, and the Republi-
can Party continues to think 
he’s their best candidate. 
At the same time, President 
Biden is struggling to hold 
together his Democratic 
base as images of devasta-
tion in Gaza continue to 
dominate the news. Stories 
of good news in politics 
seem few and far between.

But as a preacher, I 
learned a long time ago that 
you don’t get to the good 
news by looking away from 
problems; the good news is 
most often found right amid 
trouble. Yes, politics is a 
mess in 2024. But, at the 

same time, several popular 
movements of everyday 
people struggling for eco-
nomic justice have emerged 
that have the potential to re-
shape our politics. Against 
the backdrop of decades of 
rising inequality, low-wage 
worker movements have 
made huge strides since 
the pandemic, insisting that 
living wages are a moral 
issue for “essential work-
ers” and seeing the larg-
est increase in real wages 
in decades. Young people 
who’ve watched education 
and healthcare costs soar 
have come together to form 
effective coalitions for debt 
relief and won billions in 
loan forgiveness. Leverag-
ing worker power, unions 
have waged effective 
strikes and negotiated new 
contracts while expand-
ing to include new work-
ers, especially in the South. 
Though they’re rarely in the 
headlines, these movements 
made up of millions of low-
income workers have the 
potential to re-frame politi-
cal debates for people who 

are weary of the status quo. 
The good news in 2024 is 
that poor and working peo-
ple are the new swing vote 
in US politics.

A report from Lake Re-
search Partners demon-
strates just how powerful 
this untapped coalition of 
low-income voters could 
be. Looking back at the 
past three Presidential elec-
tions, they found that in the 
seven states that will likely 
decide the 2024 election—
Arizona, Florida, Georgia, 
Michigan, North Carolina, 
Nevada, and Pennsylva-
nia—low-income voter par-
ticipation was an average of 
12 percentage points lower 
than that of their higher-in-
come voters. Using past av-
erages to project 2024 turn-
out, this study measured 
the difference between the 
margin of victory in the last 
Trump/Biden matchup and 
the number of eligible low-
income voters who are like-
ly not to vote. In Georgia, 
for example, Biden won 
by almost 12,000 votes in 
2020. In North Carolina, he 

lost by 74,000. But in both 
states, more than a million 
eligible low-income vot-
ers will likely not vote in 
2024 if past trends contin-
ue. That’s a huge potential 
swing vote, and the propor-
tions are similar across the 
seven swing states in the 
study.

Since the 2024 Presiden-
tial race will likely be a re-
match of 2020, this study 
used exit poll data from 
2020 to ask who unlikely 
low-income voters would 
vote for if they did turn out 
in 2024. Of the 1.3 million 
likely nonvoters in Geor-
gia, 746,000 would likely 
be Biden voters. Of the 1.1 
million in North Carolina, 
some 594,000 would likely 
go for Biden. In short, Biden 
and other Democrats have a 
huge advantage among this 
demographic when they are 
able and willing to vote. 
The overwhelming take-
away of this study is that 
a relatively small increase 
in low-income voter turn-
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Cannabis use tied to increased risk of severe COVID-19
(Newswise) — As the 

deadly disease that came 
to be known as COVID-19 
started spreading in late 
2019, scientists rushed to 
answer a critical question: 
Who is most at risk?

They quickly recognized 
that a handful of charac-
teristics — including age, 
smoking history, high body 
mass index (BMI) and the 
presence of other diseases 
such as diabetes — made 
people infected with the vi-
rus much more likely to be-
come seriously ill and even 
die. But one suggested risk 
factor remains unconfirmed 
more than four years later: 
cannabis use. Evidence has 
emerged over time indi-
cating both protective and 
harmful effects.

Now, a new study by 
researchers at Washington 
University School of Medi-
cine in St. Louis points 
decisively to the latter: 
Cannabis is linked to an 
increased risk of serious 
illness for those with CO-
VID-19.

The study, published 
June 21 in JAMA Network 
Open, analyzed the health 
records of 72,501 people 
seen for COVID-19 at 
health centers in a major 
Midwestern health-care 
system during the first two 
years of the pandemic. The 

researchers found that peo-
ple who reported using any 
form of cannabis at least 
once in the year before de-
veloping COVID-19 were 
significantly more likely to 
need hospitalization and in-
tensive care than were peo-
ple with no such history. 
This elevated risk of severe 
illness was on par with that 
from smoking.

“There’s this sense 
among the public that can-
nabis is safe to use, that it’s 
not as bad for your health as 
smoking or drinking, that it 
may even be good for you,” 
said senior author Li-Shiun 
Chen, MD, DSc, a profes-
sor of psychiatry. “I think 
that’s because there hasn’t 
been as much research on 

the health effects of canna-
bis as compared to tobacco 
or alcohol. What we found 
is that cannabis use is not 
harmless in the context of 
COVID-19. People who 
reported yes to current can-
nabis use, at any frequency, 
were more likely to require 
hospitalization and inten-
sive care than those who 
did not use cannabis.”

Cannabis use was differ-
ent than tobacco smoking 
in one key outcome mea-
sure: survival. While smok-
ers were significantly more 
likely to die of COVID-19 
than nonsmokers — a find-
ing that fits with numerous 
other studies — the same 
was not true of cannabis us-
ers, the study showed.

“The independent effect 
of cannabis is similar to 
the independent effect of 
tobacco regarding the risk 
of hospitalization and in-
tensive care,” Chen said. 
“For the risk of death, to-
bacco risk is clear but more 
evidence is needed for can-
nabis.”

The study analyzed dei-
dentified electronic health 
records of people who were 
seen for COVID-19 at BJC 
HealthCare hospitals and 
clinics in Missouri and Illi-
nois between Feb. 1, 2020, 
and Jan. 31, 2022. The re-
cords contained data on de-
mographic characteristics 
such as sex, age and race; 
other medical conditions 
such as diabetes and heart 
disease; use of substances 
including tobacco, alcohol, 
cannabis and vaping; and 
outcomes of the illness — 
specifically, hospitaliza-
tion, intensive-care unit 
(ICU) admittance and sur-
vival.

COVID-19 patients who 
reported that they had used 
cannabis in the previous 
year were 80% more likely 
to be hospitalized and 27% 
more likely to be admitted 
to the ICU than patients 
who had not used cannabis, 
after taking into account 
tobacco smoking, vaccina-
tion, other health condi-

tions, date of diagnosis, 
and demographic factors. 
For comparison, tobacco 
smokers with COVID-19 
were 72% more likely to be 
hospitalized and 22% more 
likely to require intensive 
care than were nonsmok-
ers, after adjusting for other 
factors.

These results contradict 
some other research sug-
gesting that cannabis may 
help the body fight off vi-
ral diseases such as CO-
VID-19.

“Most of the evidence 
suggesting that cannabis is 
good for you comes from 
studies in cells or animals,” 
Chen said. “The advantage 
of our study is that it is in 
people and uses real-world 
health-care data collected 
across multiple sites over 
an extended time period. 
All the outcomes were veri-
fied: hospitalization, ICU 
stay, death. Using this data 
set, we were able to confirm 
the well-established effects 
of smoking, which suggests 
that the data are reliable.”

The study was not de-
signed to answer the ques-
tion of why cannabis use 
might make COVID-19 
worse. One possibility is 
that inhaling marijuana 
smoke injures delicate lung 
tissue and makes it more 
vulnerable to infection, in 

much the same way that 
tobacco smoke causes lung 
damage that puts people at 
risk of pneumonia, the re-
searchers said. That isn’t 
to say that taking edibles 
would be safer than smok-
ing joints. It is also possible 
that cannabis, which is 
known to suppress the im-
mune system, undermines 
the body’s ability to fight 
off viral infections no mat-
ter how it is consumed, the 
researchers noted.

“We just don’t know 
whether edibles are safer,” 
said first author Nicho-
las Griffith, MD, a medi-
cal resident at Washington 
University. Griffith was a 
medical student at Wash-
ington University when he 
led the study. “People were 
asked a yes-or-no question: 
‘Have you used cannabis in 
the past year?’ That gave 
us enough information to 
establish that if you use 
cannabis, your health-care 
journey will be different, 
but we can’t know how 
much cannabis you have 
to use, or whether it makes 
a difference whether you 
smoke it or eat edibles. 
Those are questions we’d 
really like the answers to. 
I hope this study opens the 
door to more research on 
the health effects of can-
nabis.”

Nurse Megan Roberts cares for a COVID-19 patient in an intensive 
care unit at Barnes-Jewish Hospital in 2020. A study by researchers 
at Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis shows that 

people with COVID-19 who used cannabis were more likely to be 
hospitalized and require intensive care than those who did not use the 

drug. (Matt Miller/Washington University)

Common prostate drugs tied to lower risk of dementia with Lewy bodies
(Newswise) — MINNE-

APOLIS – Certain drugs 
used to treat urinary symp-
toms due to an enlarged 
prostate may be associated 
with a reduced risk of de-
mentia with Lewy bodies, 
according to a study pub-
lished in the June 19, 2024, 
online issue of Neurolo-
gy®, the medical journal of 
the American Academy of 
Neurology. Dementia with 
Lewy bodies is a progres-
sive neurodegenerative dis-
order that can cause mem-
ory and thinking issues, 
movement problems and is-
sues such as hallucinations.

The results do not prove 
that these drugs reduce the 
risk of dementia with Lewy 
bodies; they only show an 
association.

“These results are excit-
ing because right now there 
are no drugs to prevent or 
treat dementia with Lewy 
bodies, which is the second 
most common neurodegen-
erative type of dementia 
after Alzheimer’s disease,” 
said study author Jacob E. 
Simmering, PhD, of the 
University of Iowa in Iowa 
City. “If we can determine 
that an existing drug can of-
fer protection against this 
debilitating disease, that 
has the potential to greatly 
reduce its effects.”

The study looked at male 
participants taking different 
types of drugs to treat uri-
nary problems caused by an 
enlarged prostate, a com-
mon problem for older men. 
The drugs terazosin, doxa-

zosin and alfuzosin could 
block brain cell death by 
activating an enzyme im-
portant for energy produc-
tion in brain cells. Previous 
studies have shown an asso-
ciation between these drugs 
and Parkinson’s disease, 
which is similar to demen-
tia with Lewy bodies.

For the study, researchers 
looked at a health informa-
tion database for male par-
ticipants who had started 
taking one of those three 
drugs. They were com-
pared to people who took 
two other types of prostate 
drugs that do not activate 
the same enzyme—tamsu-
losin and the 5α-reductase 
inhibitors finasteride and 
dutasteride, called 5ARIs.

Overall, there were 

126,313 people taking tera-
zosin, doxazosin or alfu-
zosin, 437,045 people tak-
ing tamsulosin and 80,158 
people taking a 5ARI. 
Researchers followed the 
participants for an average 
of three years to see who 
developed dementia with 
Lewy bodies.

There were 195 people 
who developed the disease 
among those taking terazo-
sin, doxazosin or alfuzosin, 
for a rate of 5.21 cases per 
10,000 people per year. 
Among those taking tam-
sulosin, there were 1,286 
cases, for a rate of 10.76 
per 10,000 people per year. 
Among those taking 5ARIs, 
there were 193 cases, for a 
rate of 7.78 per 10,000 peo-
ple per year.

Once researchers 
matched the groups by age, 
other health conditions and 
other factors that could 
explain the differences be-
tween groups, they found 
that people taking terazosin, 
doxazosin or alfuzosin were 
40% less likely to develop 
dementia with Lewy bodies 
than people taking tamsulo-
sin and 37% less likely than 
people taking the 5ARIs. 
The risk of developing the 
disease was similar among 
those taking tamsulosin and 
the 5ARIs.

“More research is needed 
to follow people over time 
and determine whether 
there is a cause-and-effect 
relationship here, but it 
is promising to think that 
these drugs could have a 

protective effect on this dis-
ease that will likely affect a 
larger number of people as 
the population ages,” Sim-
mering said.  

Since only male partici-
pants were included in the 
study, the results may not 
apply to female partici-
pants. Another limitation of 
the study is that dementia 
with Lewy bodies can be 
difficult to diagnose, so it’s 
possible that not all people 
with dementia with Lewy 
bodies were correctly diag-
nosed.

Learn more about de-
mentia with Lewy bodies 
at BrainandLife.org, home 
of the American Academy 
of Neurology’s free patient 



Kevin Roberts, president 
of the Heritage Foundation, 
issued an eerie warning on 
Tuesday. He asserted that 
the United States is amid 
a “second American Revo-
lution,” which he claimed 
would remain bloodless 
only if the left refrains from 
resistance. The statement 
has intensified concerns 
over the potential for politi-
cal violence and the future 

of America under a second 
Donald Trump regime.

“We are in the process of 
the second American Rev-
olution, which will remain 
bloodless if the left allows 
it to be,” Roberts said in an 
interview. He criticized the 
left’s influence on Ameri-
can institutions, stating, 
“The reason that they are 
apoplectic right now—
the reason that so many 

anchors on MSNBC, for 
example, are losing their 
minds daily is because our 
side is winning.”

Roberts’ comments are of 
little surprise considering 
the Heritage Foundation’s 
plan for a Trump return that 
includes Project 2025, a de-
tailed agenda that threatens 
reproductive freedoms na-
tionwide, banning abortion 
with or without Congres-

sional approval, slashing 
Social Security, conducting 
mass deportations, building 
migrant detention camps, 
weaponizing the Depart-
ment of Justice to retaliate 
against Trump’s political 
opponents, and providing 
substantial benefits to the 
ultra-wealthy at the ex-
pense of working families. 
The Heritage Foundation 
is the primary organizer of 

this initiative.
A second term for Trump 

could dramatically reshape 
the political landscape, es-
pecially following a recent 
Supreme Court decision 
that grants the president 
significant immunity from 
prosecution of the most 
heinous crimes. The high 
court’s decision would al-
low Trump to exercise 
power more freely than 

during his first term, rais-
ing alarms among critics 
about his authoritarian ten-
dencies.

Trump’s return to office 
would also occur against a 
global shift towards right-
wing politics, with simi-
lar trends in countries like 
France, Germany, Italy, and 
the Netherlands. The inter-
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U.S. Supreme Court gives immunity to Trump’s alleged criminal acts
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

On Monday, July 1, the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
that former President Don-
ald Trump has immunity for 
some of his conduct during 
his presidency in his fed-
eral election interference 
case. However, other ac-
tions may not be protected. 
This decision adds another 
layer of complexity to the 
potential trial proceedings.

In a closely watched case 
exploring the boundaries 
of presidential power, the 
justices voted 6-3 along 
ideological lines to reject 
Trump’s sweeping immuni-
ty claim. The ruling means 
that charges related to his 
efforts to overturn the 2020 
election results will not be 
dismissed outright. Howev-
er, the court indicated that 

actions closely tied to his 
presidential duties are off-
limits to prosecutors.

Trump has already been 
convicted on 34 felony 
charges related to a hush-
money scheme to conceal 
an extramarital affair with 
an adult film star while Me-
lania Trump was pregnant.

Chief Justice John Rob-
erts, writing for the major-

ity, emphasized the need 
for lower courts to exam-
ine further which actions 
Trump can be prosecuted 
for. Specifically, the court 
determined that Trump’s 
interactions with Justice 
Department officials and 
Vice President Mike Pence 
in the lead-up to the Janu-
ary 6 Capitol attack by his 
supporters are considered 

core presidential pow-
ers and thus immune from 
prosecution.

“The president is not 
above the law,” Roberts 
wrote. “But Congress may 
not criminalize the presi-
dent’s conduct in carrying 
out the responsibilities of 
the executive branch under 
the Constitution.”

The ruling leaves the fu-
ture of the case uncertain, 
requiring further proceed-
ings before U.S. District 
Judge Tanya Chutkan. 
Judge Chutkan will now re-
view other alleged conduct 
by Trump, including his 
communications with state 
election officials, private 
parties, and members of the 
public, to determine if they 
qualify as official acts.

The court’s liberal jus-
tices dissented, with Justice 
Sonia Sotomayor arguing 
that the ruling undermines a 

fundamental constitutional 
principle that no individual 
is above the law. “Trump 
will now be insulated from 
criminal prosecution. In 
every use of official power, 
the President is now a king, 
above the law,” said Soto-
mayor.

Justice Ketanji Brown 
Jackson, in a strongly 
worded dissent, accused 
the conservative major-
ity of creating a dangerous 
precedent by establishing a 
new model of presidential 
accountability that grants 
undue immunity to the 
highest office.

“With that understand-
ing of how our system of 
accountability for criminal 
acts ordinarily functions, it 
becomes much easier to see 
that the majority’s ruling in 
this case breaks new and 
dangerous ground,” Jack-
son wrote.

“Departing from the 
traditional model of indi-
vidual accountability, the 
majority has concocted 
something entirely differ-
ent: A Presidential account-
ability model that creates 
immunity — an exemption 
from criminal law — appli-
cable only to the most pow-
erful official in our Govern-
ment,” she added.

Justice Jackson further 
warned of the broader im-
plications of the ruling, 
suggesting that even a hy-
pothetical president who 
commits grave crimes, 
such as ordering assassina-
tions of political rivals or 
instigating a coup, could 
potentially claim immunity 
under the new model.

Trump, who faces about 
50 other charges related 
to the 2020 election, has 
openly discussed executing 
his rivals.

Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson further warned of the broader implica-
tions of the ruling, suggesting that even a hypothetical president who 

commits grave crimes, such as ordering assassinations of political 
rivals or instigating a coup, could potentially claim immunity under 

the new model. (Supremecourt.gov)

Project 2025 leader declares ‘Second American Revolution,’ warns of violence
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Civil and Human Rights, 
highlighted the tangible 
benefits of the Act, particu-
larly in healthcare and edu-
cation.

“The Civil Rights Act of 
1964 added years, literally 
about three to four years, 
onto the life expectancy of 
Black people when health-
care had to open its once-
segregated doors,” Wiley 
explained. The Act also 
significantly reduced segre-
gation in Southern schools, 
benefiting both Black and 
white students.

Despite these advance-
ments, the 60th anniver-

sary comes amid concerns 
over recent U.S. Supreme 
Court rulings perceived as 
eroding civil rights protec-
tions, including affirmative 
action, legalized abortion, 
and diversity initiatives. 
Critics argue that the 
Court’s favorable ruling in 
former President Donald 
Trump’s immunity case 
further threatens American 
democracy. The ruling, 
which rejected Trump’s 
sweeping immunity claim 
but maintained protections 
for actions tied to presi-
dential duties, has sparked 
intense debate about the 

boundaries of presidential 
power and accountability.

“Securing our civil rights 
remains the unfinished fight 
of our time,” President Joe 
Biden said in a proclama-
tion commemorating the 
anniversary. “Our country 
is still facing attacks on 
some of our most funda-
mental civil liberties and 
rights, including the right 
to vote and have that vote 
counted and the right to live 
free from the threat of vio-
lence, hate, and discrimina-
tion. That is why my ad-
ministration is remaining 
vigilant—fighting actively 
to protect the rights of ev-
ery American.”

Biden emphasized his 
commitment to reversing 
the legacy of segregation 
and creating new oppor-
tunities for all Americans. 
“My administration is in-
vesting more money than 
ever in Black families and 
Black communities,” Biden 
asserted. “We are recon-
necting historic business 
districts and neighborhoods 
cut off by old highways, 
redlining, and decades of 
discrimination and dis-
investment. We have in-
vested over $16 billion in 
historically Black colleges 
and universities, which will 
help raise the next genera-
tion of Black leaders. At the 

same time, we are creating 
good-paying jobs on which 
people can raise a family; 
making capital and loans 
for starting small busi-
nesses and buying homes 
more accessible; and mak-
ing health insurance and 
prescription drugs more af-
fordable.”

In popular memory, the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 
was seen as a legislative 
response to the demands of 
the March on Washington. 
“Sixty years later, we must 
be honest: the federal mini-
mum wage, indexed for in-
flation, is lower than it was 
in 1964,” said Rev. William 
Barber, president of Repair-

ers of the Breach and co-
chair of the Poor People’s 
Campaign. “What’s more, 
because the Supreme Court 
gutted the Voting Rights 
Act in its 2013 Shelby de-
cision and Congress has 
failed to remedy it, we have 
less voting rights protec-
tions today than we did on 
August 6, 1965.”

Barber continued, “The 
celebration of historic wins 
alongside this egregious 
decay is a source of dis-
content among everyday 
Americans. But we have no 
time for despair. We are de-
termined to channel discon-
tent for a resurrection rather 
than an insurrection.”

PROGRESS, from Page 1

Celebrate America’s birthday by thanking those who 
teach our youngest learners

Andrew Davis
Chief Operating Officer
Council for Professional
Recognition

As we mark America’s 
Independence Day, I’m re-
flecting on the role educa-
tion played in my family’s 
journey to this incredible 
country and the educators 
who helped make it hap-
pen. I was born in Antigua 
in the Caribbean, where my 
father’s family had lived 
for many generations. They 
coped with extreme poverty 
and many challenges — my 
grandmother was blind, for 
instance. Yet, from a very 
early age, teachers pushed 
my father to fulfill his po-
tential. Their encourage-
ment led him to attend 
university in Barbados and 
eventually earn his doctor-
ate at the University of Sus-
sex in England. Later, we 
settled in the United States, 
where my dad is a profes-
sor at Howard University in 
Washington, D.C.

Each step of the way, a 
mentor encouraged him to 
keep growing and expand-
ing his mind. Their support 

not only changed his life 
but also paved the way for 
future generations of our 

family. I was so excited to 
spend time recently with 
about 150 students at Flor-

ida International University 
in Miami who completed 
their Child Development 
Associate (CDA) Creden-
tial coursework through the 
Professional Development 
Institute at the Early Learn-
ing Coalition of Miami-
Dade/Monroe. Through 
articulation agreements 
with higher education in-
stitutions in Florida, these 
students can receive college 
credits toward an associ-
ate or bachelor’s degree in 
early childhood education.

The CDA Credential is 
the most widely recognized 
credential in early child-
hood education and it’s a 
key steppingstone on the 
path of career advance-
ment in the sector. The 
CDA is based on a core set 
of competency standards 
that guide early childhood 
professionals toward be-
coming qualified educa-
tors of young children. Our 
nonprofit, the Council for 
Professional Recognition, 
works to ensure that the na-
tionally transferable CDA 
is a credible and valid cre-
dential, recognized by the 
profession as a vital part of 

professional development. 
CDA educators know how 
to put the CDA Competen-
cy Standards into practice 
and have an understanding 
of why those standards help 
children move with success 
from one developmental 
stage to another. Put simply, 
CDA educators know how 
to nurture the emotional, 
physical, intellectual, and 
social development of chil-
dren.

It was an honor to rec-
ognize and celebrate these 
scholars, who participated 
in 120 hours of instruction 
and at least 480 hours of on-
the-job training. They also 
compiled a professional 
portfolio and created a cen-
ter-based capstone project. 
At the graduation ceremo-
ny, I told these students that 
they should feel proud of 
their achievements and be 
empowered to become ad-
vocates for early childhood 
education. I emphasized 
the importance of cultivat-
ing resilience in the face of 
challenges and embracing 
lifelong learning. That life-
long learning can include 
earning additional degrees 

as well as serving as CDA 
Professional Development 
Specialists, who use their 
expertise to assess CDA 
candidates’ competencies 
and facilitate reflective con-
versations with candidates 
for the credential.

Most importantly, the 
CDA scholars I met in Mi-
ami and other ceremonies 
this year are now serving 
as early childhood educa-
tors in communities across 
the U.S. They’re profes-
sionals who support safe 
and healthy learning en-
vironments, provide posi-
tive guidance, successfully 
engage, and interact with 
families and contribute to 
ensuring an early learning 
program is well run. I know 
their work will pay off. 
Years ago, my dad’s teach-
ers had no way of imagin-
ing where their influence 
would lead. Indeed, when 
I look up to the sky on the 
Fourth to watch the fire-
works, I’ll keep in mind the 
educators who help their 
students reach higher and 
higher for spectacular re-
sults and the bright futures 
they create.

Andrew Davis, Chief Operating Officer, Council for Professional 
Recognition, spoke to about 150 students at Florida International 

University in Miami who completed their Child Development Associ-
ate (CDA) Credential coursework.(Photo via NNPA)

Davis (left) met with education leaders and supporters who helped 
students complete their Child Development Associate (CDA) Credential 
coursework through the Professional Development Institute at the Early 

Learning Coalition of Miami-Dade/Monroe.(Photo via NNPA)
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Carrollton Marketing Services wins three state communications awards
The City of Carrollton 

Marketing Services De-
partment was honored to be 
recognized with three state 
marketing and communi-
cations awards, including 
two first-place awards, at 
the Texas Association of 
Municipal Information Of-
ficers (TAMIO) conference 
in early June for its exten-
sive communication and 
promotional work.

The awards recognize 
outstanding municipal gov-
ernment communication on 
projects in a variety of cat-
egories:

• First Place, Publica-
tions Report: 2022 Popular 

Annual Financial Report
• First Place, Video - 

Marketing PSA: 2023 Fes-
tival at the Switchyard

• Third Place, Award of 
Honor: Video - Best Use 
of Humor: Meet the Goat 
Squad 2023

Carrollton’s work con-
tinues to be recognized for 
exemplary municipal mar-
keting and communications 
outreach efforts. From pub-
lic service and education 
to amenities and events, 
City of Carrollton staff 
work hard to provide pro-
grams benefiting Carrollton 
residents, businesses, and 
visitors, and Carrollton’s 

Marketing Services team is 
proud to be honored for the 
work to inform citizens and 
visitors of City initiatives.

“Carrollton strives to be 
the community that families 
and businesses want to call 
home, and our hardworking 
staff prioritize communi-
cation and engagement as 
part of those efforts. I’m 
extremely proud to see the 
City’s work recognized 
among approximately 700 
contenders from such a tal-
ented group of industry pro-
fessionals,” said Marketing 
Director Kelli Lewis.

This year’s awards were 
presented at the annual TA-

MIO conference held June 
5-7 in San Antonio. The 
TAMI Awards program 
serves as a professional 
highpoint for municipal 
communications work in 
Texas.

In addition to the peer 
recognition fostered by the 
TAMI Awards, the pro-
cess allows all participat-
ing members to learn more 
about best practices and 
innovative communication 
tools being used across the 
state.

For a complete list of 
City accolades, visit cityof-
carrollton.com/awards-ac-
colades.

Irving’s 2024 Supplies for Success drive runs through July 12
The City of Irving, Ir-

ving Fire Department, Ir-
ving Schools Foundation 
and several other organi-
zations are teaming up for 
the annual “Supplies for 
Success Drive,” running 
June 3 through July 12.

For the past 18 years, 
the drive has collected 
and distributed school 
supplies to Irving Inde-
pendent School District 

students from low-income 
families.

New supplies needed 
include: 

• Washable Markers 
(eight-count)

• Crayons (24-count)
• Small Scissors
• Backpacks (no wheels)
• Pencil Boxes
• Notebook Paper
• Composition Books
• Headphones

• Glue Sticks
Visit CityofIrving.org/

Supplies for a full list of 
school supplies. Organiz-
ers say backpacks are the 
most requested item, but 
students need an array of 
supplies from folders to 
colored pencils.

Donations can be 

dropped off at any Irving 
fire station. Visit Cityo-
fIrving.org/Fire to find a 
station. 

Financial donations are 
also accepted. Checks can 
be made payable to Irving 
Schools Foundation and 
mailed to the foundation at 
P.O. Box 152637, Irving, 

TX 75015. Donations also 
can be made online at Ir-
vingSchoolsFoundation.
org/Donation.

Families in need of sup-
plies should contact their 
school directly. 

For more information 
about Supplies for Suc-
cess, call (972) 721-4909.

Disaster recovery assistance for 
Irving residents and businesses

Federal and state assis-
tance is available for Dal-
las County residents and 
businesses impacted by the 
recent severe weather in 
North Texas. 

Assistance ranges from 
home repairs and tempo-
rary needs (food, diapers, 
prescriptions, etc.) to tem-
porary housing, unemploy-
ment assistance and more.

Residents and businesses 
can apply for assistance 
online; check application 
deadline dates. Eligibility 
and application status are 
determined by the issuing 
agencies (FEMA, SBA, 
etc.) and not the City of Ir-
ving. 

Because Dallas County 
was declared a federal di-
saster area, all residents and 
businesses may be eligible.

If you have insurance, 

file a claim with your in-
surance company immedi-
ately. FEMA and state as-
sistance cannot help with 
losses covered by insur-
ance.

Report Storm Damage 
to State of Texas

Texas Department of 
Emergency Management 
(TDEM) asks Irving home 
and business owners who 
suffered property damage 
from the severe storms on 
May 28 to submit a report 
online at Damage.TDEM.
Texas.gov. 

Copies of reports can be 
forwarded to the City of Ir-
ving Office of Emergency 
Management via email at 
oem@cityofirving.org.

This will help officials 
identify resource needs 
and determine eligibility 
for disaster assistance. In 

addition, home and busi-
ness owners should contact 
their insurance companies 
as soon as possible if they 
have experienced signifi-
cant damage.

Assistance is available to 
homeowners and renters.

Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
(FEMA) Individual As-
sistance

For costs related to emer-
gency home repairs; tem-
porary housing; uninsured 
and underinsured personal 
property losses; disaster le-
gal services; and medical, 
dental and funeral expenses 
caused by the disaster but 
not covered by insurance.

For detailed instructions 
on how to file for assis-
tance, go to the City of Ir-
ving website at www.cityo-
firving.or.
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As inflation weighs on American minds, so too should climate change
By Lori Lee
NDG Contributing Writer

The increasing fre-
quency and intensity of 
storms over recent years 
has meant higher costs for 
insurance companies. As 
rates increase, a growing 
number of Americans are 
finding themselves with-
out coverage, some find-
ing it difficult to even find 
companies that will insure 
them. The growing crisis 
means people who have 
put a lifetime of work into 
their homes will lose them, 
never able to rebuild. 

The Consumer Federa-
tion of America recently 
estimated 6.1 million 
American homeowners 
lack insurance, a number 
that is expected to spike as 
the climate crisis intensi-
fies.And added costs will 
fall on the backs of home-
owners and renters alike, 
as landlords pass these 
costs onto tenants. 

To gauge how Americans 
are managing their insur-
ance needs, nonprofit In-
surance Research Council 
(IRC), considered average 
amount spent on insurance 
divided by median income 

and saw insurance spend-
ing has outpaced income 
over recent years, IRC’s 
assistant vice president 
Victoria Kilgore explained. 

In the process of their re-
search, IRC discovered the 
data varied widely, with 
Utah homeowners spend-
ing less than 1% of house-
hold income compared 
to 4 percent of income in 
Florida. 

Seeking to understand 
what was driving the 
variations, researchers ex-
amined claim frequency 
and average cost, finding 
catastrophic claims have 
been weighing heavily on 
the shoulders of insurance 
companies. Natural haz-
ards, like hurricanes, hail, 
windstorms, and wildfires, 

were particularly costly, 
as events that affect high 
numbers of homes, Kilgore 
said. 

The data demonstrates 
that regions prone to flood-
ing and wildfires, like Flor-
ida and California, tend to 
have higher insurance rates 
than those with less severe 
weather. Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi, Oklahoma, and 
Texas also showed rate in-
creases, she said. 

As climate financial 
strategist Jordan Haedtler 
and former congressional 
aide on the House Finan-
cial Services Commit-
tee explained, climate is 
emerging as a threat to fi-
nancial stability. 

Haedtler, who helped 
oversee development of 

a climate risk supervi-
sion framework for fed-
eral banking, said the phe-
nomenon surrounding the 
climate threat echoes the 
financial crisis of 2008. 
Much like the mortgage 
backed securities that 
sparked the crisis then, 
insurance costs can be a 
major channel for spread-
ing risk throughout the fi-
nancial system, with major 
implications for the entire 
economy. Citing exagger-
ated financial health of 
emerging small insurers 
in Florida, Haedtler warns 
the public could end up on 
the hook for mortgages that 
will be underwater in the 
near term. 

Treasury Secretary Ja-
net Yellen recently noted 
a protection gap, meaning 
more and more people lack 
enough insurance to meet 
the rising cost of claims. 
This means homeowners, 
businesses and renters will 
face rebuilding costs they 

can’t afford, said Haedtler, 
and with no choice but 
to walk away from their 
mortgages, costs will spill 
over into the banking sec-
tor, affecting the overall 
economy.

Earlier this year, Federal 
Reserve Chair Jay Powell 
confirmed insurance rates, 
which are driving up hous-
ing costs, is a major reason 
inflation remains above the 
Fed’s target.

And last year, the Federal 
Insurance Office reported 
gaps in regulation across 
states that are preventing 
the gauging of capacity for 
companies to pay claims. 
As payouts have increased, 
said Haedtler, big insur-
ance companies have re-
acted with higher rates, 
underpayment of claims, 
and the withdrawing from 
climate vulnerable regions 
altogether. 

Housing and mortgage 
markets are hurting, he 
said, and the system is in 

need of reform. Insurance 
risk formulas need to be 
updated to consider climate 
risk, and the national flood 
program needs reform.

Associate Vice President 
for Economics and Policy 
at Environmental Defense 
Fund, Carolyn Kousky 
points out, when an insur-
ance system is healthy, 
communities able to main-
tain insurance have posi-
tive economic spillovers. 
They can rebuild more 
quickly, and studies show 
these communities receive 
more visits to businesses 
after a storm. 

When disaster insurance 
fails, communities suffer, 
especially where afford-
ability is a problem. High 
rates and limits on cover-
age create barriers, making 
costs especially painful in 
these communities. 

The increasing rainfall 
and temperatures associ-



By Dwight Brown
NNPA Film Critic

(***1/2)  “You need to 
stop following me,” says 
a woman who is as terri-
fied of the beasts as anyone 
else. “I’m really scared, I 
don’t know what to do,” 
confesses a man as he 
trembles and follows her 
like a scared toddler. 

There was a certain mag-
ic in A Quiet Place (2018) 
and A Quiet Place Part II 
(2021), the first two films 
in this franchise (box of-
fice total $640M). Writer/
director/producer/actor 
John Krasinski built an en-
gaging storyline around a 
believable and bewildered 
family being hounded by 
deadly weird alien invad-
ers. Beasts who were ul-
trasensitive to sound, and 
had destroyed many, leav-
ing only a few survivors in 
certain outposts. How do 
you follow that up? With 
a compelling prequel by 
writer/director Michael 
Sarnoski (Pig), who’s mak-
ing only his second feature 
film. It’s a gamble. A smart 
gamble. Sarnoski brings 
his own voice and vision to 
the trilogy. 

The final stages of can-
cer have put Samira (Lu-
pita Nyong’o, 12 Years A 
Slave), aka Sam, in a hos-
pice care home. She’s the 
feisty one in her therapy 
group, often butting heads 
with the group’s leader, a 
nurse named Ruben (Alex 

Wolff). It’s a great surprise 
the day Ruben suggests 
they all go into New York 
City to see a show. He only 
gets Samira to comply af-
ter promising her she can 
get real pizza, her heart’s 
desire. Not the dreck they 
serve at the home. Of 
courses, as always, she 
brings her ever present 
support cat Frodo on the 
excursion. 

They board a yellow 
bus, go into Gotham and 
the show at a theater is less 
than Sam had imagined. 
As Ruben herds the group 
onto the bus to head home, 
Samira brings up his pizza 
promise. Before the two 
can go to war over a slice 
with peperoni and cheese, 
objects start to drop from 
the sky. They rain down 
on the streets like cluster 
bombs during a war in-
vasion. People are swept 
away by alien creatures, 
who track their victims by 
sound. The city is in total 
bedlam. Buildings fall, 
cars crash, ashes are every-
where. People run for cov-
er. Like a war zone. Like 
9/11.Samira, Ruben and 
others hide. A man named 
Henri (Djimon Hounsou, A 
Quiet Place Part II) shep-
herds the dazed and weary 
who huddle together. Soon 
Samira is on her own. 
Followed by a desper-
ate stranger, a law student 
named Eric (Joseph Quinn, 
Stranger Things). He’s in a 
greater state of shock than 

she. 
What a way to start a 

movie. The tense script, 
with less and less dialogue, 
lets the visuals and audio 
track do the heavy lifting. 
Viewers will learn about 
Samira’s health concerns, 
the aliens’ vulnerabilities, 
escape plans, acts of gen-
erosity and sacrifices but 
not just because the three-
dimensional characters say 
what they’re thinking and 
feeling. More because the 
audience sees what they’re 
doing, experiencing and 
trying to escape. Perceptive 
viewers will deduce what 
comes next and why. This 
kind of thoughtful screen-
writing respects view-
ers’ intelligence and abil-
ity to discern and feel. No 
lengthy scenes burdened 
with exposition. No long-
winded conversations.

 After a cursory introduc-
tion to the lead characters, 
the film starts with a bang. 
Much like the horror/sci-
fi classic 28 Days Later. 
Throw the protagonists 
into the deep end, force 
them to swim on their own 
and survive. Scenes with 
creatures falling from the 
sky are fascinating (cin-
ematographer Pat Scola, 
Pig). Those visions spawn 
an initial amazement that 
escalates into abject fear, 
terror and a dread that 
doesn’t subside. Disaster 
and death are around every 
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See FILM, Page 13

 Lupita Nyong’o in A Quiet Place: Day One(Photo via NNPA)

Film Review: ‘A Quiet Place: Day One’ 
is more than just a great horror film
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Filmmaker Phill Branch scores first Emmy award for documentary 
‘Hampton University: One Of The Wonders Of The World’

The Artistic Voice 
Speakers Agency congratu-
lates, speaker, filmmaker, 
and storyteller Phill Branch 
of Phill Good Produc-
tions, for winning his first 
Emmy Award during the 
66th National Academy of 
Television Arts & Sciences 
(Capital Cheapeake Bay 
Chapter) in the category of 
Education/Schools - Long 
Form Content for the docu-
mentary “Hampton Univer-
sity: One of the Wonders of 
the World,” currently airing 
on PBS, he was the sole re-
cipient of an Emmy in its 
category. 

Phill Branch’s Emmy 
Award-winning film shines 
a spotlight on Historically 

Black Colleges and Univer-
sities and celebrates the 40-
year legacy of Dr. William 

R. Harvey, former presi-
dent of Hampton Univer-
sity, who has been recog-
nized by President Barack 
Obama, Civil Rights leader 
Andrew Young and Gov. 
Douglass Wilder, among 
others. The film highlights 
the rich history and cultural 
significance of HBCUs, 
capturing the essence of 
one of the nation’s most 
revered educational institu-
tions. 

This accolade serves as 
a testament to his ability to 
weave powerful narratives 
that resonate with audienc-
es and spotlight the impor-

tant aspects of our heritage.
“We are incredibly proud 

of Phill Branch and his re-
markable achievement,” 
said Evette Fergerson, 
CEO of The Artistic Voice 
Speakers Agency. “Phill’s 
dedication to his craft and 
his unique storytelling per-
spective have rightfully 
earned him this prestigious 
honor. We are excited to see 
his continued success and 
the profound impact his 
work will have on future 
generations.”

An alumnus of the Amer-
ican Film Institute, Phill 
Branch directed and pro-

duced the award-winning 
documentary “Hampton 
University: One of The 
Wonders of The World.” 
The film was an official 
selection of the Martha’s 
Vineyard African American 
Film Festival, a finalist at 
the Charlotte Black Film 
Festival, and won Best 
Documentary at the inau-
gural HBCU Power Film 
and TV Festival. It aired on 
Maryland Public Television 
(MPT) as part of its annual 
HBCU Week programming 
in September 2023 and 
is currently streaming on 
PBS.

Phill Branch shows off the hardware after receiving his first Emmy 
for a documentary about Hampton University. (Courtesy photo)

national alignment could 
bolster Trump’s controver-
sial stances on immigra-
tion, Russia, and democrat-
ic governance.

The fragmented media 
landscape further compli-
cates efforts to hold Trump 
accountable. Traditional 
media outlets have seen 
their audiences diminish, 
and initiatives to combat 
misinformation on social 
media have weakened, po-
tentially allowing Trump 
to evade scrutiny more ef-
fectively. The 34-times 
convicted felon, whom 
separate juries found re-
sponsible for sexually as-
saulting a woman and a 
judge found liable for near-
ly $500 million in massive 
fraud, has also called for a 
dictatorship-like state-run 
media.

Trump recently inten-
sified his threats against 
political opponents, pro-

moting posts on his so-
cial media platform, Truth 
Social, that called for the 
prosecution of several high-
profile politicians, includ-
ing President Joe Biden, 
Vice President Kamala 
Harris, Senators Mitch 
McConnell and Chuck 
Schumer, and former Vice 
President Mike Pence. One 
post accused former Re-
publican Rep. Liz Cheney 
of “treason” and advocated 
for “televised military tri-
bunals,” a type of military 
court typically reserved for 
enemy combatants and war 
criminals.

In response, Biden-
Harris 2024 spokesperson 
James Singer condemned 
Trump’s rhetoric, stating, 
“248 years ago, America 
declared independence 
from a tyrannical king, and 
now Donald Trump and his 
allies want to make him one 
at our expense. On January 

6, they proudly stormed our 
Capitol to overturn an elec-
tion Donald Trump lost fair 
and square—something not 
even the Confederacy was 
able to accomplish.”

Singer continued, 
“Americans do not want 
Donald Trump, a liar, fraud, 
and convicted criminal 
who has said he wants to 
be a dictator on ‘day one,’ 
‘terminate’ our Constitu-
tion, rip away our rights, 
and is only out for himself 
as President of the United 
States. Joe Biden rejects 
Donald Trump’s revenge, 
resentment, and retribu-
tion.”

He added, “Like the rest 
of America, Joe Biden em-
braces freedom and democ-
racy, our shared values of 
honesty, decency, dignity, 
and equality. Respect for 
one another, giving every-
one a fair shot, and giving 
hate no safe harbor is what 
unites us in the future we 
will build together.”

VIOLENCE, from Page 5

Essence Festival offers a celebration of culture and music
(Black PR Wire) Ready 

to experience the essence 
of love? It’s one of our fa-
vorite times of the year – 
time for the renowned and 
much anticipated 30th Es-
sence Festival of Culture! 
Held over Fourth of July 
weekend at the Caesars 
Superdome and throughout 
downtown New Orleans, 
the Essence Festival has 
evolved into the nation’s 

premier showcase for con-
temporary African Ameri-
can music and culture. The 
three-day party combines 
high-octane music perfor-
mances with inspirational 
speakers and provocative 
conversations about gen-
der, race, culture and art. 
The 2024 Essence Evening 
Concert Series features: 
Birdman & Friends, Janet 
Jackson, Charlie Wilson, 

SWV, Tank and the Bangas, 
The Roots, Big Boi, Donell 
Jones, D-Nice, Ha Sizzle, 
Lloyd, Teedra Moses, T-
Pain and Usher.

This year marks the 
30th birthday of the Es-
sence Festival of Culture! 
Although the party with a 
purpose” always includes 
a stacked lineup of music’s 
biggest names in hip-hop, 
R&B, soul, funk, and gos-

pel, it doesn’t end there. 
There are a bevy of free 
daily activities and panels 
held throughout the week-
end which includes expert 
panels, workshops and 
shopping focused on beau-
ty, health and wellness, en-

trepreneurship and more.
Essence Festival was 

started in 1994 as a one-
time event to celebrate the 
25th anniversary of Es-
sence, a magazine aimed 
towards African American 
women. The festival was so 

well-received, organizers 
decided to make it an an-
nual event. There are many 
ticket options from single-
day tickets to weekend 
packages to VIP options. 
Some events are free with 
advance registration. 
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Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing business in the 
North Texas market since 1963. With clients such as TxDOT, Dallas County Public Works, 
and the Cities of Dallas, Fort Worth, Richardson, and Mansfield (plus many others), we 
have a strong backlog of work in the highway market locally.
We are currently hiring for the following positions:
• Form setter (Paving)
• Pipelayer (Underground)
• Boom Mobile Crane (CDL)
• Concrete Finishers (Paving)
• Dozer Operator (Earthwork)
• Laborer (Paving, Earthwork)
• Loader Operator (Earthwork)
• Excavator Operator (Earthwork)
• Concrete Paving Operator (Paving)
• Motor Grader Operator (Earthwork)
• CDL Drivers (Water Truck, Haul Truck)
• Barricade Servicer (Must have valid DL)
Available: multiple openings
Rate: Negotiable
Must have own transportation.
Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (depending on position)
Physical and Drug Screen Required
Must have a Clear Background
Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs.)

See TULSA, Page 12

Latina influencer branches out into a flavorful venture
Kat Stickler is an Ameri-

can TikTok star who quick-
ly gained international 
popularity after a series of 
comedic and heart warming 
videos went viral on her ac-
count @katstickler. Having 
experienced many of life’s 
unexpected challenges 
including being a young 
mom and going through a 
public divorce, Kat built a 
highly engaged and loyal 
following based that now 
surpasses 13 million view-
ers.

Stur, a leading natural 
water enhancer brand in the 
United States, recently an-
nounced the release of its 
limited edition Passionfruit 
Guava flavor, developed by 
Stickler, the company’s in-

vestor and owner.
“Passionfruit Guava is 

inspired by my Venezu-
elan roots and what I feel 
like summer should be 
all about: incredible fla-
vors, healthy living, and 

of course, lots and lots of 
hydration,” said Stickler. 
“It tastes like home to me 
and evokes memories of 
my family trips to Ven-
ezuela when I was younger. 
My mom has influenced so 

much of my life, from busi-
ness to motherhood, so it’s 
incredibly exciting to be 
able to launch my first Stur 
product that pays homage 
to her culture and my heri-
tage.”

Passionfruit Guava 
marks Stickler’s inaugu-
ral launch with Stur, with 
many more on the horizon. 
The new flavor joins Stur’s 
Electrolytes line, which in-
cludes additional hydrating 
ingredients such as 190mg 
of electrolytes, trace ocean 
minerals, and B vitamins. 
As with all Stur water en-
hancers, it is made with real 
fruit, has zero sugar, zero 
calories, no synthetic dyes, 
and is fortified with high 
antioxidant Vitamin C.

“Having Kat join our 
Stur team over the past 
year has been invaluable,” 
said Neel Premkumar, CEO 
& Founder of Dyla Brands, 
makers of Stur. “From be-
ing a devoted fan of Stur to 
becoming a key contributor 
to the brand, she has truly 
infused her passion into 
creating a product that will 
pay homage to her roots 
and resonate with millions. 
We are delighted to intro-
duce Passionfruit Guava 
and look forward to further 
innovations alongside her!”

“As a mom and digital 
content creator, it is incred-
ibly exciting to be at a point 
in my life where I am now 
adding businesswoman to 

my resume,” said Stick-
ler. “I love being a part 
of this team and creating 
products that truly change 
people’s lives. I’ve been a 
Stur fan for years but it re-
ally sealed the deal for me 
when I learned the compa-
ny was started by a father 
for his wife when she was 
pregnant with their twin 
daughters. I have so many 
fans who reach out shar-
ing stories of how Stur has 
helped them stay hydrated 
while pregnant, undergo-
ing health issues, or simply 
to get through the day and 
I’m excited to share Pas-
sionfruit Guava with them 
– and the other flavors to 
come!”

Kat Stickler, who has made a name for herself through her TikTok 
channel, is moving into merchandising with a line of water flavoring 

products. (Courtesy photo)

Tulsa to secure U.S. position as global tech leader with approximately 
$51 million award from Economic Development Administration

(Black PR Wire) TUL-
SA, Okla.--(BUSINESS 
WIRE)-- Today, the Biden-
Harris administration and 
the U.S. Economic De-
velopment Administration 
(EDA) awarded approxi-
mately $51 million to the 
Tulsa Hub for Equitable 
and Trustworthy Autonomy 
(THETA) – a consortium 
led by Tulsa Innovation 
Labs – to strengthen the 
region’s capacity in au-
tonomous systems through 
advanced manufacturing 
and deployment of technol-
ogies critical to the future 
of national and economic 
security. Tulsa is one of 12 
Tech Hubs awarded fund-
ing out of the 31 regions to 
receive “Tech Hub” desig-
nations last fall.

Tulsa’s legacy of inno-
vation, extensive assets 
and federal investment, in-
cluding the Greater Tulsa 
Region’s 2022 EDA Build 
Back Better Regional Chal-
lenge award, enables the re-
gion to advance U.S. global 
leadership in trustworthy 
and equitable autonomous 
systems – such as un-
crewed aircraft systems 
(UAS) and autonomous 
vehicles, drones and robot-
ics – with use cases ranging 
from agriculture and pipe-
line inspections to regional 

transportation.  
“Tulsa Innovation Labs 

has long believed there is 
no city in the country as 
well-equipped to lead this 
next era of industrial inno-
vation as Tulsa,” said Jen-
nifer Hankins, managing 
director of Tulsa Innova-
tion Labs, an initiative of 
the George Kaiser Family 
Foundation. “With a legacy 
shaped by aerospace and 
manufacturing, Tulsa is pi-
oneering the future of inno-
vation. In partnership with 
Osage Nation, Cherokee 
Nation, Black Tech Street 
among others, our commu-
nity is ready to lead the way 
developing these technolo-
gies with a commitment to 
security and trustworthi-
ness, ensuring the benefits 
and jobs are widely acces-
sible.”

With the EDA’s Tech 
Hubs funding, the Greater 
Tulsa Region is set to stake 
a claim on the $1.36 tril-
lion global autonomous 
systems market and create 
up to 56,000 equitable new 
jobs in the next decade. 
Innovations in this indus-
try – whether protecting 
Americans on the battle-
field or delivering medicine 
to rural communities – are 
critical to the future of U.S. 
economic competitive-

ness and national security. 
This funding ensures these 
technological marvels are 
“Tested and Made in Tulsa, 
USA.”

Innovations in autono-
mous technologies across 
commercial and defense 
use cases are critical to the 
future of U.S. economic 
competitiveness and na-
tional security. Tulsa will 
leverage this award to sup-
port six projects that are:

• Increasing coordina-
tion on commercialization 
strategies among universi-
ties and the startups they 
support;

• Building a state-of-the-
art testing and simulation 
environment–with a focus 
on cyber and data man-
agement–for companies, 
researchers and regulatory 
entities to address barriers 
to commercial adoption;

• Developing programs 
to identify opportunities 
for manufacturers in trust-
worthy and equitable au-
tonomous systems supply 
chains and building out a 
manufacturing demonstra-
tion center where small 
companies can scale their 
capabilities;

• Creating an AI Center 
of Excellence to expand 
opportunities and increase 
exposure to technology for 

underserved communities;
• Expanding workforce 

programs to align training 
with industry needs, pro-
vide upskilling and offer 

on-the-job training oppor-
tunities; and

• Establishing gover-
nance structures to execute 
projects, pursue additional 

funding and drive the Tech 
Hub’s strategy.

The final grant amount 
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NDG is looking for a Journalism Intern for a 6 
month assignment to cover community events 
on site in the Irving area.

• Must be an aspiring writer looking to gain 
some experience or a school credit in Journal-
ism. 

• Must have transportation, a valid driver’s 
license and vehicle Insurance. Assignment re-
quires candidates to work on and offsite. 

• Contract pay is $13.75 per hour plus gas 
stipend.

• Hours are 12 to 15 hours per week.

Please send resume or inquiries to: 
businessoffice@northdallasgazette.com

and caregiver magazine 
focused on the intersection 
of neurologic disease and 
brain health. Follow Brain 
& Life® on Facebook, X 
and Instagram.

When posting to social 
media channels about this 
research, we encourage you 
to use the hashtags #Neu-
rology and #AANscience.

The American Acad-
emy of Neurology is the 
world’s largest association 
of neurologists and neuro-
science professionals, with 
over 40,000 members. The 
AAN’s mission is to en-
hance member career ful-
fillment and promote brain 
health for all. A neurologist 
is a doctor with special-

ized training in diagnos-
ing, treating and managing 
disorders of the brain and 
nervous system such as Al-
zheimer’s disease, stroke, 
concussion, epilepsy, Par-
kinson’s disease, multiple 
sclerosis, headache and mi-
graine.

For more information 
about the American Acad-
emy of Neurology, visit 
AAN.com

DRUGS, from Page 4

Morgan’s accolades in-
clude the Miami-Dade Bar 
Circle of Excellence for In-
surance Litigation, Miami-
Dade Bar Top 40 Under 40 
Award, Broward County 
Women Lawyers Commu-
nity “Trial-Blazers” Award, 
and the Black Professionals 
Network Women of Excel-
lence Award. Her leader-
ship was recognized with 

the 2022 President’s Award 
from the Florida Bar Young 
Lawyers Division.

Beyond her legal prac-
tice, Morgan is deeply in-
volved in community ini-
tiatives. She serves as an 
Ambassador for Black Art 
at the Perez Art Museum 
Miami (PAMM) and is a 
member of the Association 
of Corporate Counsel. In 

2018, she became the Presi-
dent of the Caribbean Bar 
Association.

“Charise Morgan embod-
ies the spirit of resilience 
and integrity. Her presi-
dency marks a new era of 
innovation, advocacy, and 
progress for the Miami-
Dade Bar and the broader 
legal community,” said 
Miami-Dade County Bar 
Association Executive Di-
rector, Bret Berlin.

Founded in the early 
1900s, the Miami-Dade Bar 
is one of the largest lawyer 

networks in Florida, serving 
more than 19,000 attorneys 
in the county, and continues 

its mission to support and 
inform the county’s lawyers 
and the community at large.

MORGAN, from Page 2

will be finalized in the 
coming months.

THETA was co-led by 
a steering committing in-
cluding Black Tech Street 
(BTS), Cherokee Nation 
Businesses (CNB), L3Har-
ris Aeromet, Madison Strat-
egies Group (MSG), NOR-
DAM, Oklahoma State 
University (OSU), Osage 
LLC, PartnerTulsa, Radius 
Capital, The University of 
Tulsa (TU), Tulsa Com-
munity College (TCC) and 
Tulsa Economic Develop-
ment Corporation (TEDC).

“We’re always excited to 
see a project such as THE-

TA that improves the re-
gional economy and has the 
potential to help Cherokee 
Nation Businesses expand 
into the autonomous sys-
tems and component manu-
facturing industry, support 
growing defense and com-
mercial needs and shore up 
critical supply chains,” said 
Chuck Garrett, chief ex-
ecutive officer of Cherokee 
Nation Businesses, LLC 
(CNB). “This project co-
incides with Cherokee Na-
tion’s approach to improve 
the lives of its citizens and 
strengthen the regional 
economy of northeastern 

Oklahoma.”
“The Greenwood AI/

AS Center of Excellence 
(G-ACE) opens the door 
for Black Tulsans to se-
cure good jobs in tech,” 
said Tyrance Billingsley II, 
founder and executive di-
rector of Black Tech Street. 
“The Black Tech Street 
vision is to rebirth Black 
Wall Street into the world’s 
premier Black innovation 
economy. Putting G-ACE 
in the Historic Greenwood 
District honors the legacy 
of this neighborhood, and 
with Microsoft’s partner-
ship we are delivering on 
the BTS mission to cata-
lyze Black wealth creation 

in the Greater Tulsa Region 
and beyond.”

“Osage LLC’s commit-
ment to the growth and suc-
cess of the region is evident 
through our track record 
of successful collabora-
tion with several THETA 
partners and our develop-
ment at Skyway 36,” said 
Russell Goff, chief execu-
tive officer of Osage LLC, 
an economic development 
engine of the Osage Na-
tion. “We’re thrilled to con-
tinue this important work 
through THETA’s SAFE-T 
project, which will create 
additional research and de-
velopment opportunities, 
further increasing the at-

tractiveness of our region 
to drone and autonomous 
systems companies.”

Tulsa’s award is part of 
the EDA Tech Hubs pro-
gram, a historic $500 mil-
lion investment in tech-
nologies critical to national 
security and U.S. economic 
competitiveness. The pro-
gram challenged regions 
to bring together a diverse 
coalition of partners. The 
consortium that partici-
pated in the Tulsa Hub for 
Equitable and Trustworthy 
Autonomy (THETA) pro-
posal includes more than 
75 partners across public 
and private sectors.

“A diverse, resilient and 

inclusive industry base 
that harnesses the talents 
of many ensures that ben-
efits are shared widely,” 
said Ken Levit, execu-
tive director of the George 
Kaiser Family Foundation. 
“Thanks to the leadership 
of Tulsa Innovation Labs 
and to visionary partners 
such as the EDA, this in-
vestment in Tulsa’s region-
al economy will amplify 
our local efforts to ensure 
Tulsa is a thriving commu-
nity that affords opportuni-
ties to all.”

Learn more about THE-
TA and see a full list of 
partners at TechHubTulsa.
com.

TULSA, from Page 11

Digital Promise releases new report for supporting 
Black learners and workers in tech

(Black PR Wire) Wash-
ington, D.C. - Global educa-
tion nonprofit, Digital Prom-
ise has released a new report, 
Lift Every Voice in Tech: 
Co-Designed Recommen-
dations to Support Black 
Workers and Learners Seek-
ing to Enter and Advance in 
Technology Industry Career 
Pathways, which examines 
the factors, skills, and sup-
ports most likely to sustain 
motivation and persistence 
for Black learners and work-

ers pursuing non-four-year-
degree credentials in tech-
nology careers and increase 
representation across the 
technology industry.

This report focuses on el-
evating the voices and lived 
experiences of Black work-
ers and learners seeking to 
enter and/or advance in the 
technology industry, and 
builds awareness of the var-
ied challenges, barriers, sup-
port, and services that can 
be part of this journey.  To 

better promote successful 
navigation and persistence 
within technology career 
pathways, the report shares 
recommendations that were 
collaboratively designed 
and developed through in-
terviews, focus groups, and 
inclusive design sessions 
with Black workers, learn-
ers, and industry leaders 
across the country.

Alongside the report, 
Digital Promise has released 
a video, Lift Every Voice 

in Tech: Inspiring Change 
Through the Experiences of 
Black Learners and Work-
ers, showcasing the suc-
cesses and challenges faced 
by two Black learners and 
workers based in Detroit, 
Michigan, in their pursuit of 
technology careers—in their 
own words. By recognizing 
and addressing the needs of 
Black learners and work-
ers, partners such as training 
providers, employers and 
hiring managers, funders, 

and educational institutions 
can strengthen equitable 
and sustainable pathways in 
technology.

This report follows Digi-
tal Promise’s landscape 
report, Understanding the 
Supports and Skills that En-
able Successful Pathways 
for Black Learners and 
Workers into Non-Four-
Year Degree Technology 
Careers: A Landscape Scan, 
which provides historical 
perspectives on the Black 

experience in the U.S. tech-
nology industry.

By centering and elevat-
ing the experiences of these 
learners and workers in this 
research, Digital Promise 
aims to positively impact the 
recruitment and retention 
of Black representation and 
access to technology-driven 
fields and increase the num-
ber of Black learners and 
workers who succeed in life-
sustaining careers in tech-
nology.
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Irving city hiring incentive program runs through July 31
Attracting the best and 

brightest candidates to the 
City of Irving is a top pri-
ority. Now, new full-time 
employees can earn an ad-
ditional $3,000 - more for 
mission-critical positions - 
hired by July 31. Incentive 
payments are made as long 
as there are no attendance or 
disciplinary issues.

Eligible new hires will 
receive:

• $1,000 after the first 30 

days.
• $1,000 after the first six 

months.
• $1,000 after the first 

year.
Mission-Critical

Positions Available:
• Animal Services – Vet, 

Vet Tech, Animal Care Tech 
and Animal Control Officers 

• Fleet – Mechanics 
• Fire – Firefighters
• Information Technology 

– IT Support Specialist

• Parks and Recreation – 
Groundskeeper (full-time)

• Police – Dispatchers, 
Detention Officers

• Water Utilities Utility – 
Pumping Operator and Tech 
I/II 

Eligible new hires in this 
special category will re-
ceive:

• $1,666 after the first 30 
days.

• $1,667 after the first six 
months.

• $1,667 after the first 
year.

Police Officers
Eligible new Police Offi-

cers will receive:
• $2,666 after the first 30 

days.
• $2,667 after the orienta-

tion period.
• $2,667 after two years 

employment.
To view available posi-

tions, visit CityofIrving.org/
Jobs.

corner. Hostile, deadly ex-
traterrestrials scanning and 
lurking. Don’t talk. Don’t 
make a noise—or else. 

What the visual effects 
can’t convey in terms of 
danger (the aliens are ugly, 
but not the worst you’ve 
ever seen) the sound effects 
deliver in abundance. In 
fact, thunderous noises, ee-
rie vibrations and screams 
wear on your nerves. 

So effectively, there’s 
no point in closing your 
eyes. You can’t escape the 
carnage unless you cover 
your ears too. For 100 hun-
dred minutes solid you’re 
caught up in this drama/
horror/sci-fi nightmare 
with no way out. There 
isn’t wall-to-wall violence.  
There’s wall-to-wall ex-
pectations of it, and that’s 
even more chilling. 

Credit Sarnoski’s intui-
tive direction for keeping 
the mayhem at a fever 
pitch and the editing team 
of Andrew Mondshein and 
Gregory Plotkin for the 
precision cuts. There are 

only a few lapses where 
the pace breaks a bit lon-
ger than it should. One is 
a scene in an apartment 
that is too long of an es-
cape from the hell outside. 
Astute moviegoers can tell 
some scenes were shot on a 
real street, and others on a 
back lot. 

Interiors of office build-
ings, living rooms in 
homes, bombed out street 
scenes with debris, small 
Harlem stores (production 
designer Simon Bowles) 
catch the eye. You may de-
tect the difference of what’s 
real and what’s fake, but 
you’re too caught up in the 
story to care. This ordeal 
feels real, so the emotions 
it builds overshadow any 
seams. 

Nyong’o pulls you into 
Sam’s plight and being. 
Her feisty nature, vulnera-
bility, persistence and cou-
rageousness. You hope for 
the best, expect the worse 
and are attached to her as 
she becomes as threadbare 
as the mustard-colored car-

digan sweater she wears 
(costume designer Bex 
Crofton-Atkins). That’s 
because Nyong’o never 
overacts. Instead, her 
Samira touches your soul 
in the most subtle but deep 
ways. Sam isn’t a super 
hero, more a normal per-
son thrown in into a hero’s 
shoes. The camera loves 
her eyes, nose, mouth, 
skin color and shape of her 
head. She’s extremely pho-
togenic. 

 Quinn gets thrown into 
the same deep water. Play-

ing a man in need of assis-
tance is not easy to achieve. 
But he masters this com-
plexity. Wolf and Houn-
sou are equally supportive 
to the lead character. The 
most astonishing member 
of the remaining cast is the 
cat who displays a loyalty 
usually reserved for dogs 
in movies. Not sure how 
handlers got this feline to 
do what it does. Don’t ask. 
Don’t tell. It works.   

Horror film fans just in 
it for the thrills, get what 
they want. Adults wanting 

more than a shallow genre 
movie will be satiated too. 
The directing and acting 
do justice to the script and 
consequently to the third 
edition of what will likely 
be an enduring storyline. 

The terror on view is 
enough to make grown 
men, who’re looking for 
an escape, follow a woman 

whose survival instincts are 
stronger than theirs. Lupita 
Nyong’s Samira is that sav-
ior. Haunting images of her 
face in the film’s final mo-
ments display a spirit sent 
to save wretches. She’s the 
one… 

Visit Film Critic Dwight 
Brown at DwightBrown-
Ink.com.

FILM, from Page 9



“This is the kind of mes-
sage I want to hear, and I 
want other people to hear,” 
he said.

Others added that the ser-
mon was so packed with 
information, they needed to 

do a second take.
“For some of our audi-

ence, people may be hear-
ing the historical references 
for the first time. But this is 
an audience that will listen 
carefully to the sermon, go 

back, study the transcript, 
and ask questions,” said the 
Rev. Jo Owens, pastor for 
digital ministry.

Owens said National Ca-
thedral is considering an on-
line community for people 
who want to ask follow-up 
questions and reflect more 

deeply after messages like 
McKenzie’s.

Grace Matthews was one 
of those parishioners who 
was ready to ask the deeper 
questions right away. Mat-
thews admits she has politi-
cal positions on most issues 
and wants to ensure her 

views are consistent with 
her faith and values.

As she listened to McK-
enzie’s description of the 
often bloody and brutal 
history leading up to June-
teenth and continuing today, 
she has questions about how 
America moves forward 

with its troubling past and 
present divisions.

“Where is the line be-
tween forgiving and forget-
ting when you’ve turned the 
cheek so many times that 
you’ve run out of cheeks?” 
Matthews reflected after the 
sermon.
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Some Things Do Have a Purpose
Dr. James L. Snyder

One thing I have learned 
in life is that some things 
do have a purpose no mat-
ter how bad they seem at 
the time. They don’t seem 
to have any purpose when 
they happen, but you later 
discover a significant pur-
pose behind it.

I try to prepare for every-
thing in life, but there are 
many things that I just can’t 
prepare for. I learned this 
after I got married.

The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage has often 
teased me about not having 
a brain.

When I flub up some-
thing, she looks at me, puts 
both hands on her hips, and 
says, “Don’t you have a 
brain?”

With all the evidence on 

the table, I cannot verify 
that I actually do have a 
brain. According to her as-
sessment, if I had a brain, 
a lot of the stuff I flub up 
wouldn’t get flubbed up. 
But, as The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage says, 
“It is what it is.”

When I’m in trouble and 
can’t figure something out, 
she usually says, “Don’t 
you have a working brain 
to help you here?”

The way things turned 
out, I could not answer in 
the affirmative.

I like to think I have a 
brain, but the evidence 
along that line is not very 
strong.

Lately, things have be-
gun to turn around to my 
benefit.

I had a health issue; I 
think it was some kind 

of flu bug, which hit me 
pretty hard. During one of 
my Sunday services, while 
preaching, I almost passed 
out. Because we were in 
a nursing home facility, a 
nurse came in and took my 
blood pressure. At the time, 
it didn’t read very well.

It was then that the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Par-
sonage told him that I had 
to be taken to the hospital. 
I didn’t quite understand 
what was happening at the 
time, so I just went along 
with where they took me. 
What choice did I have?

I spent a day in the hos-
pital and finally got out 
and was able to schedule a 
visit with my physician. He 
checked me over and said 
he thought I needed to have 
one of those MRIs.

At the time, I did not 

know what they were. But 
according to what I under-
stood, it was some brain 
scan to see if I had a mini-
stroke or something.

Given my state of health, 
I agreed with the doctor, 
who set up an appointment 
for me to have an MRI.

I never had one before, 
but I was to learn what the 
MRI stood for: Make Room 
for Intrusion. And boy, was 
my head ever intruded.

I went to have the MRI, 
and they set me up and did 
all the preparatory things. 
They took me to the room 
where the MRI took place, 
prepared me, and then put 
earplugs in my ears. At the 
time, I had no idea what 
that was for. I would soon 
learn.

According to the techni-
cian who was with me, I 

was to spend 25 minutes 
under that machine, and 
there would be noise.

Boy, was that understat-
ed. As soon as I got under, 
the noise hit me like thun-
der from out of nowhere. 
I never heard noise quite 
like that before. It almost 
sounded like old rock ‘n’ 
roll music. Although, not 
quite as stupid. No, I did 
not start singing.

When it was over, they 
pulled me out, I sat up, and 
I couldn’t hear a thing. I 
looked at the nurse serving 
me and said, “I can’t hear 
anything.”

Looking at me and smil-
ing, she said, “Well, if you 
took your earplugs out you 
might be able to hear.”

It was an adventure I 
hope I don’t have to repeat 
anytime soon. But I had a 

brain scan and I went to the 
office and ordered copies of 
my brain scan, which they 
gave to me.

When I went home, I took 
the disk with the pictures of 
my brain and printed off. I 
looked at it again and said 
to myself, “Self, you do 
have a brain after all.”

I then took a copy of that 
picture of my brain out and 
showed it to The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage.

“See here, my dear, I do 
have a brain after all.”

I can’t explain how hap-
py I was to prove to my 
wife that after all of the 
nonsense I created through-
out the years, I actually did 
have a brain.

I showed it to her, chuck-
led, and smiled.

out in any of these seven 
states would dramatically 
increase Biden’s chances 
of winning a second term in 
the White House. The mil-
lions of low-income people 
who’ve risen as leaders in 
movements for economic 
justice over the past few 
years have the power to 
decide the outcome of the 
2024 election.

Celinda Lake and her 
research partners are con-
sultants for the Biden cam-
paign, and there is a focus 
on the potential for his can-
didacy in 2024, but the po-
tential power of this swing 
vote is much larger than 
one election or even one 

political party. Both Demo-
crats and Republicans have 
ignored low-income vot-
ers for decades precisely 
because they are unlikely 
voters. But when the non-
partisan Poor People’s 
Campaign, which I serve as 
a co-chair, surveyed poor 
people to ask why they 
don’t vote, the number one 
reason they gave was, “No 
one speaks to us.”

This is why our campaign 
has committed to holding 
a Mass Poor People’s and 
Low-Wage Worker’s As-
sembly in Washington, DC, 
on June 29th. We are bring-
ing the everyday people 
who’ve demanded better 

wages from their bosses to 
Washington and insist that 
Republicans, Democrats, 
and Independents make 
clear what they will do to 
address the needs of 135 
million Americans who are 
living on the edge in the 
richest nation in the history 
of the world. And we are 
committing to go home to 
our communities and reach 
15 million of the unlikely 
low-income voters with 
the message that they have 
power in 2024. If they show 
up, especially in seven key 
states, their votes will de-
cide the outcome in 2024. 
When they do, they will 
be able to help shape the 
reconstruction of an Ameri-
can democracy that works 

for all of us.
William J. Barber, II is 

President of Repairers of 

the Breach and author of 
the new White Poverty: 
How Exposing Myths About 

Race and Class Can Recon-
struct American Democ-
racy.
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“I tell you the truth, we 
speak of what we know, and 
we testify to what we have 
seen, but still you people do 
not accept our testimony.”     

                     - John 3:11
 When is the last time God 

did something in your life 
that can only be explained 
as God?  Was it yesterday?  
Was it just last week?  Per-
haps it was a month ago?   
Maybe it was a year ago? 

The answer to this ques-
tion may mean several 
things.  If it has been some 
time since you saw God’s 
activity in such a way that 

you know it was His hand, 
you may not be trusting to a 
level that requires faith. 

You may not be risking 
enough for God to show 
Himself.  You must have 
faith in God.  

The converts in the early 

Church changed the world 
they lived in because of 
what they saw, heard and 
did. 

It was the power of the 
gospel that changed lives, 
not what they learned from 
mere teaching.  This power 

drew people to Christ it was 
the only way to draw them. 

Things happened that 
could not be explained as 
anything other than the ac-
tivity of God.  Is that the 
kind of faith you are expe-
riencing in your life?  If not, 
why not? 

Many of us live a whole-
some, moral life, but those 
we associate with do not see 
this activity as anything that 
cannot also be achieved by 
themselves. 

That is why many are not 
drawn to our lives.  God’s 
power is not evident.  The 
Lord has been challenging 
me to trust Him at levels I 
have never trusted before, 
will you let Him challenge 
you?

This level of trust has 
placed me in a vulner-
able position.  However, the 

blessing of this relationship 
is that I see the activity of 
God as never before, and 
those close to me see it as 
well.

 It builds their faith and 
draws others to investigate.  
Sometimes the activity 
of God comes in unusual 
ways. 

God often sets up scenes 
that appear to be nega-
tive on the front end, but 
God has orchestrated these 
events for His glory. 

-Without Pharaoh’s pur-
suit of Israel at the Red Sea, 
there is no miraculous de-
liverance  for Christians to 
read about now.. 

-Without Lazarus’s death, 

there is no rising to life.  
-Without Goliath, there is 
no underdog story.  Praise 
God.

-Without Peter stepping 
out of the boat, there is no 
miracle on the water. 

-Without Judas’ betrayal, 
there is no resurrection.  All 
glory and praise to God.  
God wants to show Himself 
in ways you and I cannot 
imagine. 

Let God demonstrate His 
power in your community 
and workplace today. Then, 
you will see “all men drawn 
unto Me.”

(Editor’s Note: This col-
umn originally ran in July 
2017.)

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com                                                              July 4-10, 2024 | North Dallas Gazette | 15

www.NorthDallasGazette.com                                                                                                                             Church Happenings

Sister
Tarpley

NDG
Religion
Editor

Unexplainable Power

SNYDER, from Page 14
She studied the picture 

for a few moments, looked 
back at me, and said, “Well, 
this proves you do have a 
brain but it doesn’t prove 
that you use your brain.”

Even though I have a 
brain, I didn’t see that com-
ing.

I keep that picture with 

me all the time so that I can 
show people that I do have 
a brain. If I hadn’t had that 
incident, I would not have 
gone in for an MRI, and I 
would not have proof in my 
hand that I have a brain.

While looking at the pic-
ture of my brain I thought 
of a scripture in Jeremiah 

29:11,
“For I know the thoughts 

that I think toward you, 
saith the Lord, thoughts of 
peace, and not of evil, to 
give you an expected end.”

No matter what I think, 
God has a purpose for my 
life. Each day is an oppor-
tunity to trust Him for that 
purpose.

Dr. James L. Snyder 

lives in Ocala, FL with 
the Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.james-
snyderministries.com.
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NDG Book Review: Great kids’ books for summertime reading
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

You’ve played every 
game in the house – twice 
– and made up a few, too.

You’ve ridden your bike 
all over, gone to the pool 
just about every day, and 
you’ve finished all your 
chores ahead of time. So 
now what do you do?

How about a great new 
book to spend time with 
this summer?

Why not dream? In 
“Willis Watson Is a Wan-
nabe” by Carmen Bogan, 
illustrated by Charyl 
“Ras” Thuesday ($18.99 
Simon & Schuster), Willis 
wants to be a superhero be-
cause his grandpa says he 
can be whatever he wants 
to be. When the neighbor-
hood boys tell Willis that 

there’s no such thing as a 
superhero, well, isn’t that 
a challenge? Your four-to-
six-year-old will find it to 
be so, with inspiration in-
side this book.

Why not fall in love 
with a new pet? In “Not 
My Cat” by Stacey Pat-
ton, illustrated by Acamy 

Schleikorn ($18.99, Si-
mon & Schuster), Stac-
eypants finds something 
she’d rather not have: a 
cat. Cats are messy and 
they scratch things. Stac-
eypants does not like cats 
one bit. You might ask, but 
this cat is not hers. Or is it? 
Based on a true story, kids 

ages five-to-seven will 
love finding out – espe-
cially if they’re cat lovers.

Why not pick up a new 
hobby? In “All the Rocks 
We Love” by Lisa Var-
chol Perron and Taylor 
Perron, art by David 
Scheirer ($18.99, Pen-
guin Workshop, out 7/16), 
you’ll read about some-
thing you probably barely 
notice: rocks! “Rocks are 
everywhere we look,” say 
the authors, and they’re all 
very different. Some are 
cool and smooth. Some 
sparkle and some even 
float! Bring some home 
with you on vacation this 
year and, if you’re ages 
four-to-ten-years-old, you 
can decorate your room.

Why not learn about 
a new heroine? In “Go 

Wilma, Go!” by Amira 
Rose Davis and Michael 
G. Long, illustrated by 
Charnelle Pinkney Bar-
low ($18.99, Bloomsbury, 
out 7/16), you’ll read 
about Wilma Rudolph, 
who was an athlete in the 
1960 Olympics. It’s a great 
honor, until she learns that 
her hometown has planned 
a Wilma Rudolph Day and 
she’s shocked. Wilma is 
Black and the celebration 
isn’t open to people with 
Black skin. What happens 
when she “digs in” is a 
great story kids ages six-
to-ten will love.

And finally, for the older 
(12-and-up) reader why 
not check out “Stamped 
from the Beginning” by 
Ibram X. Kendi, adapted 
and illustrated by Joel 

Christian Gill ($24.99, 
Penguin Random House)? 
It’s a long, detailed look 
at racism in America that 
takes young readers from 
the 1600s to modern-day 
racism, with full stops for 
important historical events 
and heroism along the 
way. This is the kind of 
book you give your teen, 
but don’t be embarrassed 
to borrow it back for your-
self this summer.

And if these books aren’t 
enough to keep your young 
reader occupied and happy, 
be sure to check with your 
favorite bookstore or li-
brarian for more. They’ve 
got lots of summertime 
books for kids of any 
age, and adults, too. They 
might even have games to 
play, once or twice.
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ated with climate change 
are making it impossible 
for companies to offer 
coverage that people can 
afford, said Kousky. This 
is breaking down markets 
with high climate risk and 

leading to the bankruptcy 
of insurance companies. 

Risks can only be stabi-
lized through transforma-
tive investments to adapt 
to a changing climate, 
Kousky explains. This 

means wise building and 
land construction of stron-
ger homes to withstand 
wind and wildfires. Indi-
viduals can upgrade roofs 
to a fortified standard and 
use fire resistant materials 
to create defensible space, 
she said. 

Cities should be adapting 
land use to a changing cli-
mate, while revising codes 
to reduce increased risks 
of fire and flood, added 
California insurance com-
missioner Ricardo Lara. 
Rules written in the age 
of paper and pay phones 

don’t account for the situ-
ation we’re now living in, 
he said. Considering sea 
level rise, Lara asked, why 
are we still building on the 
coast?

We need to strengthen 
our defenses against natu-
ral forces, including public 

wetlands and urban forests. 
This may mean communi-
ties have to come together 
to insure wetlands so they 
can restore them quickly 
after a disaster. It is much 
less expensive to prevent 
damage than to rebuild, 
Lara said.

CNN’s Shameful Spectacle: The first presidential 
debate of 2024 was a complete disaster

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

The first presidential 
debate was nothing short 
of a shameful display of 
unhinged and unchecked 
behavior. CNN, which de-
clined to provide Black-
owned media with any of 
the more than 800 creden-
tials it passed out, enabled 
a boatload of misinforma-
tion and flat-out lies to pass 
through their airwaves like 
bad wind.

“Absolutely disgraceful 
that the CNN moderators 
refuse to fact-check Trump 
on anything,” said human 
rights activist and attor-
ney Qasim Rashid. “This 
is journalistic malpractice, 
and it is decimating our de-
mocracy.”

Writer and attorney 
Olayemi Olurin tweeted, 

“It is a failure on CNN not 
to fact-check Trump’s lies, 
but the thing is… if Joe 
Biden were performing the 
way he’s supposed to in a 
debate, his answers would 
be the fact check. So, three 
things are true: Trump is 
lying his [butt] off, the me-
diator isn’t doing their job, 
and neither is Biden.”

Biden, whose campaign 
said he suffered from a cold 
during the debate, took 

some of his biggest shots 
at Trump after the former 
president refused to accept 
the results this fall regard-
less of who won. Trump 
said he would only accept 
the results “if it’s fair, legal, 
and good.”

“You’re a whiner,” Biden 
said. “When you lost the 
first time… you appealed 
and appealed to courts all 
across the country. Not one 
single court in America said 

any of your claims had any 
merit, state or local, none. 
But you continue to pro-
mote this lie about some-
how, there’s all this misrep-
resentation, all this stealing. 
There’s no evidence of that 
at all. And I tell you what, 
I doubt whether you’ll ac-
cept it, because you’re 
such a whiner. The idea if 
you lose again, you accept-
ing anything? You can’t 
stand the loss. Something 
snapped in you when you 
lost last time.”

Without any rebuttal, 
Trump also incredulously 
asserted that former House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi was 
primarily to blame for the 
violent uprising on Janu-
ary 6.

The moderators then 
cut to a commercial. And 
that was just a tiny part of 
CNN’s massive failure. 
Meanwhile, at the People 

for American Way recep-
tion and debate watch 
party at the Wharf in D.C., 
attendees sighed and ex-
pressed anger at their tele-
vision sets as Trump told 
lie after lie. Despite having 
two anchors and a mute 
button, the host network 
failed to challenge him. 
“The debate turned into a 
90-minute Trump rally,” 
said Alice Wilkes of North-
east. “I waited and waited 
for the moderators to say 
something, or, at least, cut 
him off,” Wilkes said.

Several Black voters ex-
pressed disappointment in 
the way both candidates 
talked about Black people. 
“It’s like they forgot about 
Black people,” Byron Coo-
per of Southeast stated.

“Trump commuted some 
sentences and pardoned 
some drug dealers. That’s 
supposedly what he did 

for the Black community,” 
Cooper remarked. 

Neither Biden nor CNN 
failed to mention Trump 
calling for the execution of 
five Black and Brown teen-
agers who were innocent of 
sexually assaulting a white 
woman in Central Park.

Biden did mention how 
Trump has called skinheads 
and white nationalists 
“good people.”

For his close, Biden not-
ed, “We have made signifi-
cant progress from the de-
bacle President Trump left 
in his last term.”

Biden then summarized 
some of his signature poli-
cies. In terms of the econ-
omy, he vowed not to raise 
taxes on anyone making 
under $400,000 a year and 
to continue his work to re-
duce health care and child-
care costs and give families 
financial breathing room.

CNN, which declined to provide Black-owned media with any of the 
more than 800 credentials it passed out, enabled a boatload of mis-
information and flat-out lies to pass through their airwaves like bad 

wind.(Photo via NNPA)


