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NDG Quote of the Week: “One important key to success is self-confidence. An 
important key to self-confidence is preparation.”
                                                                                                     - Arthur Ashe
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By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

The latest FBI data on Monday, 
September 23, 2024, revealed a sig-
nificant drop in national crime rates 
from 2022 to 2023, contradicting 
widespread public perception of a 
crime wave. According to the FBI’s 
annual “Summary of Crime in the 
Nation,” violent crime fell by 3%, 
while property crime decreased by 
2.4%.

The most severe offenses saw 
particularly dramatic declines: mur-
der and non-negligent manslaughter 
dropped by 11.6%, marking the most 
significant single-year decrease in 
two decades. Rape also declined by 
9.4%. These decreases represent a 
clear shift as the U.S. continues to 
recover from the instability caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, which 
had previously exacerbated certain 
criminal activities.

Property crime followed simi-
lar trends, with burglary down by 

7.6%. However, motor vehicle theft 
surged by 12.6%, while shoplifting 
incidents spiked from 999,394 in 
2022 to over 1.1 million in 2023 — 
a return to pre-pandemic levels. Ex-
perts suggest that these upticks may 
reflect the reopening of businesses 
and the return to more typical con-
sumer behavior following the pan-

demic’s restrictions and security 
measures.

While the nation as a whole is 
experiencing a steady decline in 
violent crime, the gap between re-
ality and public perception persists. 
Social media, doorbell cameras, and 

National crime plummets, defying 
perception of a crime wave

While fear-mongering persists in the American psyche, actual statistics tell a different story. 
The latest FBI data marks a significant drop in national crime rates from 2022 to 2023. 

(Photo via NNPA)
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In a damning display of 
justice gone wrong, Mar-
cellus Williams, a Missouri 
death row inmate, was ex-
ecuted, despite overwhelm-
ing evidence suggesting his 
innocence. His death by 
lethal injection has sparked 
outrage, with the blame 
falling squarely on the 
shoulders of former Presi-
dent Donald Trump, Sen-
ate Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, Missouri Gov-
ernor Mike Parson, and the 
conservative U.S. Supreme 
Court justices who refused 
to halt the execution.

Williams, 55, was con-
victed in 2001 for the 1998 
murder of Felicia Gayle in 
her St. Louis apartment. 
However, no DNA evi-
dence ever tied him to the 
crime. The St. Louis Coun-
ty Prosecuting Attorney’s 
Office, which urged a stay 
of execution, had supported 
his legal team in its tena-
cious fight for clemency. 
The victim’s own fam-
ily had requested Williams’ 
sentence be commuted to 

life without parole, writing, 
“Marcellus’ execution is 
not necessary.”

Yet, the conservative 
majority on the Supreme 
Court—Chief Justice John 
Roberts, Neil Gorsuch, 
Clarence Thomas, Samuel 
Alito, Brett Kavanaugh, and 
Amy Coney Barrett—voted 
to deny Williams a stay. 
Their decision condemned 
an innocent man to death, 
and it is a stark reminder of 
how deeply broken the jus-
tice system has become un-
der their influence. Liberal 
justices Sonia Sotomayor, 
Elena Kagan, and Ketanji 
Brown Jackson dissented, 
recognizing the glaring 
miscarriage of justice.

This execution didn’t 
happen in a vacuum. It is a 
direct result of the political 
power play that Trump and 
McConnell orchestrated. 
Trump’s appointment of 
three ultra-conservative 
justices—Gorsuch, Kava-
naugh, and Barrett—solidi-
fied a Supreme Court more 
interested in ideology than 
fairness. McConnell’s re-
fusal to consider Barack 
Obama’s 2016 nominee, 
Merrick Garland, to re-
place Justice Antonin Sca-
lia was a pivotal move in 
ensuring this conservative 
stronghold. He later rushed 
through Amy Coney Bar-
rett’s confirmation weeks 
before Trump’s election 
loss, fully aware of the 
long-term consequences.

Gov. Mike Parson, a 
staunch MAGA Repub-
lican, ignored every plea 
for mercy, including those 
from the prosecutor’s of-
fice and over a million citi-
zens and faith leaders who 
called for clemency. De-
spite abundant evidence of 

Prince fans and those in 
the late icon’s sphere knew 
well the tantalizing and pro-
vocative dance moves and 
background vocals of Cath-
erine Vernice Glover. Rec-
ognized worldwide as Cat, 
the extraordinary dancer, 
choreographer, and singer 
who achieved legendary 
status through her collabo-
rations with Prince, Glover 
died at 60. Glover’s death 
was announced via her offi-
cial Facebook page, where 
a brief statement asked for 
privacy during this difficult 
time. No cause of death was 
provided.

Glover’s career is insepa-
rably linked with the Purple 

Genius, particularly during 
his creative peak in the late 
1980s. As a key figure in 
his band, she contributed 
her energy and talent to 
unforgettable albums like 
“Sign o’ the Times” and 
“Lovesexy,” helping shape 
the visual and performance 

styles of the era. Her most 
memorable contribution 
may have been provid-
ing the rap on Prince’s hit 
single “Alphabet St.,” but 
her influence stretched far 
beyond that.

Born in Chicago on July 
23, 1964, Glover was one 
of six children. She be-
gan dancing at age five 
and attended Esmond El-
ementary and Morgan Park 
High Schools. Her love of 
dance was immediate and 
undeniable, but her admi-
ration for Prince ignited 
her professional dreams. 
“The only thing that got 
me through my depres-
sion from everything was 
listening to Prince’s album 
Dirty Mind,” she told The 

Chicago Crusader in 2016 
after the legendary music 
maker’s shocking death. “I 
knew I had to meet him. 
That was me talking to my 
inner self.”

Determined to carve out 
a path to stardom, Glover’s 
big break came through the 
hit television show “Star 
Search,” where she per-
formed as part of the dance 
duo Pat and Cat along-
side Patrick Allen. Their 
dynamic routines earned 
them seven victories and 
two perfect scores, though 
they ultimately lost in the 
finals. The exposure, how-
ever, skyrocketed Glover’s 
reputation. Rock icon Da-
vid Bowie took notice, but 
her musical hero, Prince, 

would change her life for-
ever when he invited her to 
join his band in December 
1986.

Glover’s talent and 
Prince’s vision meshed per-
fectly. She choreographed 
and danced in the 1987 
groundbreaking concert 
film “Sign o’ the Times.” 
She became a central fig-
ure on the “Lovesexy tour,” 
where she also famously 
rapped on “Alphabet St.” 
The partnership cemented 
Glover’s status as a power-
house in the entertainment 
world. Yet, the connection 
with Prince was nearly 
fateful. “I had actually run 
into him a few times – I re-
member when he was tour-
ing ‘Dirty Mind,’” Glover 

recalled in an earlier inter-
view. “I was getting into an 
elevator at a Holiday Inn in 
Los Angeles just as he was 
getting out of it.”

Her real introduction to 
Prince came through mutu-
al friends, she said. “I was 
on ‘Star Search,’ and I made 
friends with a young dancer 
called Devin DeVasquez, 
who went on to work for 
Playboy,” Glover recalled. 
“One night, she called me 
and said, ‘Hey, there’s a lit-
tle dinner going at Prince’s 
place, and if you want, you 
can come with me.’” That 
dinner changed everything. 
“He played this brand-new 
song that he wanted us to 
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 The expression “The 
Elephant In The Room” 
often refers to an obstacle 
in a conversation that ap-
pears to be the size of an 
elephant in a room so large 
that he takes up most of the 
space. This is the case with 
Donald Trump and his race 
against Vice President Ka-
mala Harris.

Trump, a convicted felon, 
with 34 convictions, mul-
tiple indictments and major 
court cases that could send 
him to prison, appears to 
be the Presidential Prefer-
ence for a large number of 
Americans who want Don-
ald Trump as President, no 
matter what. This group 
of voters, who happen to 
be predominantly White, 

are not really interested in 
positions on policy issues. 
Donald Trump is the key to 
the Project 2025 take over 
of the American govern-
ment and the abolishment 
of the U. S. Constitution as 
we know it,  

The elephant in the room 

is the “Browning” of Amer-
ica; that the immigrants and 
people of color are taking 
over or will soon take over 
America in terms of popu-
lation. Such reasoning is 
not concerned about policy 
issues. This is evidenced by 
the fact that Donald Trump 

has not put forth a policy 
issue for anything. He has 
only talked about the things 
he  wants to do, like par-
don the January 6th rioters, 
which are not based in the 
use of the Constitution but 
rather the bypassing of law 
to release people who have 

sworn allegiance to Trump 
rather than the Constitu-
tion.

The only solution to 
counter this kind of think-
ing does not rest in the 
logic of policy discussions 
but rather in the realization 
that only the voting will of 

the people can block it. In 
the weeks leading up to the 
November 5th election, let 
us focus on getting out an 
overwhelming number of 
votes that will make the 
Electoral College count 
for Vice President Harris 
so large we go so far be-
yond the 270 votes needed 
that there is no room for 
the challenges that Trump 
is planning to delay and 
overthrow the transition of 
power. Let us remember 
that the Republican Party 
has been taken over by the 
Conservatives that would 
use Trump to implement 
Project 2025. Since Don-
ald Trump is their key to 
changing our system of 
government to a Dictator-
ship, Let Vice President 
Harris be the key to sav-
ing Democracy as so many 
have come to understand. 
We can beat the elephant in 
the room, but only with our 
votes.
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The elephant in the room is not 
the Republican Party

We can’t normalize the demonization 
of our Haitian brothers and sisters

Bobby R. Henry
Chairman, NNPA

The National Newspa-
per Publishers Association 
(NNPA), representing more 
than 200 Black-owned 
print and online media out-
lets, is outraged by the de-
monization and blatant lies 
being spread about Haitian 
immigrants in Springfield, 
Ohio, by Republican presi-
dential candidate Donald 
Trump and his running 

mate, J.D. Vance. This 
purposeful defamation and 
dehumanization of people 
legally seeking a better life, 
like so many immigrants 
before them, has no place 
in a country that built its 
success on the backs of 
enslaved people and immi-
grants.

We strongly embrace 
and respect the diversity 
and positive contributions 
of everyone who calls the 
United States home. This is 

a core tenet of our values. 
Let’s be clear — what Don-
ald Trump and J.D. Vance 
have done by sanctioning 
and attempting to normal-
ize assaults on immigrants 
has provided fertile ground 
for breeding a new genera-
tion of hate-mongers. The 
NNPA will join forces with, 
and add our voice to, any 
organization that denounc-
es and takes action against 
this kind of open bigotry, 
hate, and violence.

Today, in a country 
whose foundation rests on 
a system of true democra-
cy, we must never vote for 
those whose self-interests 
conflict with the greater 
good. Our most powerful 
weapon to eradicate this 
behavior is our vote. We 
must vote them out, or bet-
ter yet, not vote for them in 
the first place.

VOTE like your life de-
pends on it — because it 
does.

The elephant in the room is the 
“Browning” of America; that the 
immigrants and people of color are 
taking over or will soon take over 
America in terms of population.
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New ACS study finds higher incarceration rates associated 
with higher county- and state-level cancer mortality rates
(Newswise) — A new 

nationwide study led by 
American Cancer Society 
(ACS) researchers finds 
that higher county-level jail 
and state-level prison incar-
ceration rates in the United 
States were associated with 
higher county- and state-
level cancer mortality rates, 
especially for liver and lung 
cancers. The findings are 
published today in the Jour-
nal of the National Cancer 
Institute (JNCI).

“These results aren’t sur-
prising. Incarceration in the 
U.S. is recognized as a key 
element of social determi-
nants of health and is linked 
to a wide range of adverse 
health outcomes,” said 
Dr. Jingxuan Zhao, senior 
scientist, health services 
research at the American 
Cancer Society and lead au-
thor of the study. “We con-

ducted this study to better 
understand the associations 
of incarceration and cancer 
mortality at the community 
level.”

For the study, researchers 
analyzed incarceration data 
from 1995-2018 sourced 
from national jail and pris-
on data at the county- and 
state levels, respectively, 
and categorized them into 
quartiles. County- and 

state-level mortality rates 
with invasive cancer as the 
underlying cause of death 
were obtained from the Na-
tional Vital Statistics Sys-
tem.

A total of 3,062 U.S. 
counties, 50 states, and 
Washington, D.C., were in-
cluded in the analysis. After 
adjusting for county-level 
factors, researchers found 
that higher county-level jail 

incarceration rates were as-
sociated with higher cancer 
mortality rates – compared 
to the lowest incarceration 
rate (Quartile (Q)1, Q2, 
Q3, and Q4 (highest incar-
ceration rate) had 1.3%, 
2.3%, and 3.9%  higher 
cancer mortality rates, re-
spectively. Similarly, they 
also found that higher 
state-level prison incarcera-
tion rates were associated 
with higher cancer mortal-
ity rates – compared to Q1, 
Q2, Q3, and Q4 of state-
level prison incarceration 
rates had 1.7%, 2.5%, and 
3.9%  higher cancer mor-
tality rates, respectively. 
The magnitude of the as-
sociations of county-level 
jail and state-level prison 
incarceration and cancer 
mortality were similar for 
people racialized as White 
or Black, as well as males 

and females. Associations 
were more pronounced for 
liver and lung cancers. 

“Our findings from this 
study suggest that programs 
to address adverse health 
effects of mass incarcera-
tion are warranted, particu-
larly for populations that 
suffer from inequities in 
cancer care and outcomes 
and are disproportionately 
incarcerated in the U.S.,” 
Zhao added. “Populations 
in areas with high incarcer-
ation rates may have limit-
ed access to cancer preven-
tion, early detection, and 
treatment. Furthermore, 
incarceration may disrupt 
local economics and labor 
markets and increase strain 
on social service systems. 
Multilevel efforts to address 
these challenges may help 
decrease cancer disparities 
at the community level.”

“Having comprehensive 
health insurance is a criti-
cal factor for survivorship 
against cancer,” said Lisa 
A. Lacasse, president of 
ACS CAN. “Medicaid is an 
important source of health 
insurance for people who 
would not otherwise have 
access to care, including 
those who are transitioning 
back to their communities 
following incarceration. 
We urge lawmakers in the 
10 states that have not ex-
panded Medicaid to do so 
to improve health outcomes 
and reduce the burden of 
cancer.”

Dr. Robin Yabroff  is se-
nior author of the study. 
Other ACS scientists con-
tributing to the research in-
clude Dr. Xuesong Han, Dr. 
Leticia Nogueira, Dr. Jason 
Zheng, Dr. Qinjin Fan, and 
Sylvia Shi.

Vaping bad for brain health, first-of-its kind study shows
(Newswise) — ORLAN-

DO, Fla. – College stu-
dents who vaped had lower 
cognitive function scores 
than those who didn’t, and 
the more they vaped, the 
bigger the disparity, ac-
cording to first-of-its-kind 
research being presented at 
the 149th Annual Meeting 
of the American Neurolog-
ical Association (ANA).

The study also found 
college students who 
vaped and smoked had the 
lowest scores. While us-
ing electronic cigarettes 
(vaping) has been shown 
to cause lung damage, 
the research presented at 
ANA is groundbreaking 
because there is little to no 
information on vaping’s 
relationship to cognitive 
function, such as learning, 

memory, problem-solving, 
critical thinking and de-
cision-making. Cognitive 
testing is rarely performed 
in young people.

“People in the study who 
had previously smoked 
cigarettes typically smoked 
three or four a week, but 
with vaping, they now 
smoke double, triple, or 
more, especially if they 

smoke and vape,” said 
Linker Viñan Paucar, lead 
author of the study and a 
final-year medical student 
at Catholic University of 
Santiago de Guayaquil, 
Ecuador. “Electronic ciga-
rettes with up to 20,000 
puffs are supposed to last 
three months, but we found 
many students finished 
them before the first month 

and started using others.”
The study included 405 

Hispanic college students 
ages 18-30 who attended 
one of two universities 
in Guayaquil, Ecuador: 
64 only vaped; 31 only 
smoked cigarettes; 111 
smoked and vaped; and 199 
never smoked or vaped. All 
were given Montreal Cog-
nitive Assessment (MoCA) 
tests, for which scores 26 
and above are considered 
normal and those below 25 
may indicate some cogni-
tive impairment. MoCA 
scores were as follows. 
Students who:

• Did not smoke or vape 
scored a median of 26 (low 
of 18)

• Only vaped scored a 
median of 24 (low of 16)

• Only smoked cigarettes 

scored a median of 25 (low 
of 22)

• Vaped and smoking to-
gether scored a median of 
24 (low of 8)

Researchers also deter-
mined students who vaped 
10 to 20 puffs per day had 
scores 9.2% lower than 
those who did not vape 
or smoke, and those who 
vaped more than 20 puffs a 
day had scores 13.7% low-
er than those who didn’t 
vape or smoke.

Initially promoted as a 
safe alternative to ciga-
rettes, vapes actually con-
tain significant levels of 
nicotine, Viñan Paucar 
noted. “We believe our 
research marks a before 
and after in the field of 
studying cognitive func-
tion regarding vaping,” he 

said. “It will be important 
to study vaping in other 
college students, includ-
ing those who are Black, 
white or Asian and Pacific 
islander.”

Research has shown 
smoking can affect cog-
nition by reducing brain 
volume and narrowing the 
blood vessels, lowering 
blood flow and oxygen to 
the brain. Further, nicotine 
can cause neurotoxicity 
that damages brain cells.

In 2021, 4.5% of U.S. 
adults 18 and over – and 
11% of those 18-24 – 
vaped, and white adults 
(5.2%) were more likely to 
vape than Hispanic (3.3%), 
Black (2.4%) or Asian 
(2.9%) adults, according 
to the National Center for 
Health Statistics.



By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

Black Democratic opera-
tives and minority-owned 
firms are raising alarms 
over spending practices in 
Vice President Kamala Har-
ris’ presidential campaign. 
They accuse the campaign 
of favoring white-owned 
vendors while sidelining 
Black-owned firms. The 
controversy, first reported 
by NOTUS, a nonprofit 
newsroom created by the 
Allbritton Journalism In-
stitute, has caused growing 
frustration among Demo-
cratic leaders, operatives, 
and donors. Many fear that 
these missteps could harm 
Harris’ standing with vot-
ers of color in the crucial 
weeks before Election Day.

Derrick Johnson, presi-
dent of the NAACP, ex-
pressed frustration in an 
August call with Harris’s 

campaign. Alongside other 
prominent Black leaders, 
Johnson questioned why 
minority-owned political 
firms—historically inte-
gral to Democratic cam-
paigns—were not receiving 
a fair share of the cam-
paign’s record-breaking 
fundraising, nearly $1 bil-
lion since Harris became 
the Democratic nominee.

“If Black voters are the 
base, it should be Black 
vendors telling the story,” a 
participant on the call told 
NOTUS. Yet despite press-
ing the issue, many left the 
conversation with no clear 

resolution. Johnson and 
other leaders reportedly 
vowed to escalate their con-
cerns, demanding transpar-
ency on how the campaign 
allocates its funds and why 
there appears to be a lack 
of equitable spending with 
minority-owned firms.

One point of contention 
is Harris’ underinvestment 
in the National Newspa-
per Publishers Association 
(NNPA), representing more 
than 200 Black-owned 
newspapers and media 
companies collectively 
known as the Black Press 
of America. In June, the 

Harris campaign signed a 
modest $1.5 million adver-
tising and partnership deal 
with NNPA, which pales 
compared to the near-bil-
lion-dollar fundraising to-
tal. The Black Press, which 
has been a trusted voice 
in Black communities for 
nearly 198 years, has long 
played a crucial role in in-
forming and mobilizing 
Black voters.

Founded in New York 
in 1827, before the end of 
slavery, the Black Press of 
America remains a corner-
stone of communication 
within Black communities. 
As the NNPA prepares to 
celebrate the Black Press’ 
200th anniversary, many 
argue that a stronger invest-
ment from Harris, who has 
publicly vowed to support 
Black businesses, is war-
ranted and necessary.

A Long-Standing Issue 
for Democrats

The marginalization of 

Black-owned political firms 
is not new to Democratic 
campaigns, but Harris’ can-
didacy has sharpened the 
issue. Black operatives and 
media companies argue that 
Harris’ campaign is fol-
lowing a pattern of taking 
Black vendors for granted 
despite their critical role in 
past Democratic victories.

Insiders say the problem 
is not just a Harris issue 
but one inherited from the 
Biden campaign, where 
similar grievances were 
raised in 2020. Still, the 
stakes are higher for Harris, 
who, as the first Black and 
Southeast Asian woman to 
lead a major party ticket, 
faces calls to align her cam-
paign’s spending with her 
historic candidacy.

One Democratic con-
sultant close to the cam-
paign told NOTUS, “It’s 
not just the media. It’s the 
get-out-the-vote operations 
and grassroots efforts too. 

Every time we push for 
more Black spending, it’s 
met with resistance, and 
the amounts we’re talking 
about are just a fraction of 
what’s being spent on the 
general market. It’s getting 
pretty insulting.”

Internal Campaign
Friction

Frustration has also been 
mounting within the cam-
paign itself. NOTUS re-
ported that sources close 
to the campaign said while 
Harris has repeatedly di-
rected her team to prioritize 
spending with minority-
owned vendors, that direc-
tive has not been consis-
tently implemented. Over 
a dozen campaign staffers, 
vendors, and external ad-
visers told NOTUS that 
they have seen little follow-
through.

Minyon Moore, a close 
adviser to Harris and chair 
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Black operatives reportedly furious over Kamala 
Harris campaign’s spending decisions
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Joyce
Foreman

Dallas ISD
District 6

Check us out on Facebook!
Like our page to stay current with all  the news and events in DFW!

New safety protocol 
at athletic events: To en-
hance safety at athletic 
events, Dallas ISD now 
requires all students at-
tending district-hosted 
games without a parent, 
guardian, or other adult 

responsible for the student 
to present a current student 
badge for entry. The badge 
must be for the Dallas ISD 
school that is competing 
in the athletic event. This 
requirement also applies 
to visiting non-Dallas ISD 
schools.

Students without a 
school-issued ID, and Dal-
las ISD students from other 
high schools, will not be 
permitted to enter the event 
unless accompanied by an 

adult. Middle and elemen-
tary school students must 
be accompanied by an 
adult to enter any athletic 
event.

Stadium safety and secu-
rity personnel will be on-
site to assist students who 
need to contact a parent or 
guardian for a ride home. 
The new protocol does not 
apply to students partici-
pating in the athletic event 
as competitors.

Dallas ISD Enrollment 

Grows: Dallas ISD enroll-
ment is growing for the 
first time in over a decade. 
We have bucked a state-
wide trend of decreasing 
enrollment and welcomed 
more than 139,000+ stu-
dents this year. We’ve al-
ready exceeded last year’s 
enrollment and are con-
tinuing to climb. Incredible 
credit goes to the Dallas 
ISD teachers and staff for 
their hard work. Dallas 
ISD’s continuing commit-

ment to innovation—with 
investments in early learn-
ing, school choice, quality 
teachers and leadership, 
and amazing new work-
force programs—is paying 
off.

Dallas ISD seeks com-
munity input on the dis-
trict’s five-year priorities: 
Dallas ISD is resetting its 
five-year priorities, which 
serve as a guide for student 
achievement goals and the 
overall direction of the dis-

trict. To ensure the com-
munity’s voice is heard, 
the Board of Trustees will 
hold Community Listening 
events across the city of 
Dallas. Parents, students, 
staff, and community 
members are encouraged 
to participate and play an 
active role in shaping the 
future of the district. 

Visit the district’s web-
site to find a meeting near 
you and take the online 
survey. 

New policies, enrollment growth, and looking ahead to the future

neighborhood apps have 
all contributed to increased 
awareness, which has in-
creased the visibility of in-
dividual incidents and cre-
ated an exaggerated sense 
of widespread danger.

Despite this, FBI data 
shows a consistent down-
ward trend, with the vio-
lent crime rate falling from 

377.1 per 100,000 people in 
2022 to 363.8 per 100,000 
people in 2023. The data 
also refutes claims by 
former President Donald 
Trump, who in a recent 
debate with Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris, dis-
missed the FBI’s numbers 
as fraudulent and painted a 
picture of a nation gripped 

by chaos. Trump claimed 
that major cities were ex-
cluded from the FBI’s data, 
but the bureau clarified that 
it accounted for reporting 
gaps in its estimates and 
included data from every 
city with a population ex-
ceeding one million.

The FBI’s National In-
cident-Based Reporting 
System (NIBRS) gathered 
data from over 700 ad-

ditional agencies in 2023 
compared to 2022, cover-
ing more than 315 million 
people—94.3% of the U.S. 
population.

President Joe Biden re-
sponded to the FBI report 
by highlighting the success 
of his administration’s ef-
forts to combat crime and 
bolster public safety. In a 
statement, Biden noted, 
“Americans are safer today 

than when we took office. 
None of this happened by 
accident. Vice President 
Harris and I made histor-
ic investments in public 
safety, and the results are 
clear.”

Biden emphasized the 
role of the American Res-
cue Plan, which provided 
over $15 billion to help 
state and local govern-
ments fund critical public 

safety measures, includ-
ing preventing cuts to po-
lice budgets and support-
ing violence intervention 
programs. “We’ve taken 
decisive action to stop 
the illegal flow of guns 
and strengthen commu-
nity policing. As the num-
bers show, we’re making 
progress in keeping our 
communities safe,” Biden 
added.

CRIME, from Page 1

Williams’ innocence, Par-
son’s decision to carry out 
the execution was viewed 
by many as cruel and moti-
vated by bloodlust.

“This was a lynching. 
Make no mistake, this was 
state-sanctioned murder of 
an innocent Black man,” 
NAACP President Der-
rick Johnson declared. 
“Governor Parson had the 
responsibility to save a 
life, and he didn’t. When 
DNA evidence exonerates 
a man, capital punishment 
is not justice—it is murder. 
Trump, McConnell, and 
the conservative Supreme 

Court justices now have 
blood on their hands.”

Johnson added that Wil-
liams’ final moments were 
a tragic reminder of the hu-
man cost of this injustice. 
Reportedly, Williams lay 
conversing with a spiritual 
advisor as the lethal injec-
tion took effect. His chest 
heaved a few times before 
he went still, as his son 
and two attorneys watched 
helplessly from another 
room. No one from Gayle’s 
family was present to wit-
ness the execution—likely 
because they had asked for 
his life to be spared.

Cori Bush, Missouri’s 
Democratic Representative 
and staunch opponent of 
the death penalty, minced 
no words in condemning 
Parson’s role. “Gover-
nor Parson didn’t just end 
Marcellus Williams’ life—
he demonstrated how the 
death penalty is wielded 
without any regard for in-
nocence, compassion, eq-
uity, or humanity,” Bush 
stated. “He ignored the 
facts, the evidence, and the 
pleas from all sides. The so-
called ‘beyond a reasonable 
doubt’ standard was tossed 
out, because Marcellus was 
a Black man in a system 
rigged against him.”

Many also said the hy-
pocrisy of the so-called 
“pro-life” conservatives 
was laid bare. A U.S. Army 
veteran and activist, Char-
lotte Clymer blasted the 
justices responsible, saying, 
“These people don’t care 
about life. They only care 
about control.”

Williams’ case, much 
like so many others in-
volving Black men and the 
death penalty, exposed the 
deep racial bias embedded 
in America’s legal system. 
His attorneys had raised 
significant concerns about 
racial discrimination during 
jury selection, and the lack 
of credible evidence—es-

pecially DNA that didn’t 
match Williams—only un-
derscored the injustice of 
his conviction. Yet, the po-
litical machinery of Trump, 
McConnell, Parson, and the 
Supreme Court moved for-
ward without pause, ensur-
ing his death.

As Bush and others stat-
ed, Williams’s death wasn’t 
just an issue of a broken 
justice system—this was 
a political execution. Like 
Parson, the U.S. Supreme 
Court chose to ignore the 
evidence, the pleas, and the 
humanity of Williams. A 
litany of social media users 
posted comments demand-
ing that Williams’ blood is 

on the hands of Republi-
cans, and the country must 
reckon with the brutal truth 
that our highest court, and 
the leaders who enable it, 
can no longer be trusted to 
protect the innocent.

Williams’ execution, de-
spite overwhelming evi-
dence of his innocence, is 
a searing indictment of a 
broken system where po-
litical power and racial bias 
outweigh truth and justice, 
Bush noted. ‘This was not 
just an execution,” she 
railed. “This was a state-
sponsored lynching, and 
every person responsible 
for it must be held account-
able.’”

WILLIAMS,  from Page 2



By Jamal Baker
NDG Contributing Writer

A’ja Riyadh Wilson.
That is it, that is the tweet.
When you have the type of 

special historic 2024 season Ms. 
Wilson just had, it calls for her 
full government name. Becom-
ing only the second player in 
the history of the WNBA to win 
the Most Valuable Player award 
unanimously, Wilson joins Cyn-
thia Cooper who carried the 
honor in 1997.

The numbers speak for them-
selves as the three-time MVP 
averaged 26.9 points, 11.9 re-
bounds, 2.3 assists, 1.8 steals 

and 2.6  blocks to go along with 
a 51.8 percent field goal per-
centage. 

“It’s truly a blessing to get 

an MVP as a whole but to say 
that this is my third, it’s a good 
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A’ja Wilson cements herself on 
WNBA’s Mount Rushmore

A’ja Wilson just received her third WNBA MVP award.
(Photo: Jon Mac CC BY 2.0, Composite by David Wilfong / NDG)



hear—it was ‘Housequake,’ 
and he had just come from 
the studio and recorded it. It 
was amazing.”

That evening culminated 
in a trip to a Beverly Hills 
club called Voila. Glover 
recalled that despite the 
celebrity-filled room, she 
danced freely and wildly. 
“I got out of my seat, did 

my ‘Cat Scat,’ got down on 
the dance floor, jumped on 
and off tables,” she said. “I 
was going nuts! And I heard 
Prince say to his manager, 
‘I want her in my band.’”

In 1989, Glover left 
Prince’s band to explore her 
own artistic path, releasing 
an EP titled “Catwoman.” 
While it would be her only 

solo musical project, Glov-
er continued to work as a 
dancer and choreographer, 
making a brief return to 
Prince’s world in 1994 with 
a rap on the track “Cindy 
C” from “The Black Al-
bum.”

“It was an experience that 
will always be with me,” 
Glover admitted. “He was a 
genius, and I was just grate-
ful to be part of that world.”
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GLOVER, from Page 2

The Alpha Iota Iota chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. exceeded its $10,000 goal and won 1st 
place in the 9th district (comprising the states of Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas) with total 
donationsof $11,845 for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. “A special thanks to all Omega men and 

their supporters for the generous donations,” the organizers noted. “Together we are helping the kids, and 
their families achieve health and wellness.” For more about Omega and its community service projects, 

visit northdallasques.com.

Life-Saving Omega Men...
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Kino Lorber is 
pleased to present 
Soundtrack To A Coup 
D’etat, a vibrant, ki-
netic documentary 
from acclaimed film-
maker Johan Grimon-
prez. Soundtrack To A 
Coup D’etat made its 
World Premiere at the 
2024 Sundance Film 
Festival, where it won 
the Special Jury Award 
for Cinematic Innova-
tion, and is an official 
selection of CPH:DOX, 
IDFA, San Sebastian 
Film Festival, and BFI 
London Film Festival.

Soundtrack To A 
Coup D’etat opens in 
New York on Nov. 1 
at Film Forum, with 
national expansion to 
follow.

United Nations, 
1960: the Global South 
ignites a political 
earthquake, jazz musi-
cians Abbey Lincoln 
and Max Roach crash 
the Security Council, 
Nikita Khrushchev 
bangs his shoe, and the 
U.S. State Department 
swings into action, 

New documentary explores where 
1960s music and geopolitics collided

See COUP, Page 11
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UNT College of Music receives first-ever Latin Grammy Nomination
The University of North 

Texas College of Music is 
nominated for its first-ever 
Latin Grammy. In the Best 
Classical Contemporary 
Composition category, Eu-
gene Migliaro Corporon 
conducted the North Texas 
Wind Symphony in its per-
formance of the nominated 
track, Caribbean Berceuse, 
composed by Paquito 
D’Rivera. Also performing 
on the track from the album 
“Panamericano” are the 
Barcelona Clarinet Players 
and Paquito D’Rivera.

Caribbean Berceuse was 
recorded in the Margot and 
Bill Winspear Performance 
Hall in the Murchison Per-
forming Arts Center at the 
University of North Texas.

Eugene Migliaro Corpo-
ron is the conductor of the 
North Texas Wind Sympho-
ny, a Regents Professor of 

Music, and the Wind Stud-
ies Area Coordinator at the 
University of North Texas. 
Corporon has been with the 
university for more than 30 
years. A world-renowned 
conductor and educator, Eu-
gene Migliaro Corporon is 
in high demand throughout 
the world. He has served 
as a guest conductor at the 
Showa University of Music 
in Kawasaki City, Japan, 

and his ensembles have per-
formed at international con-
ferences.

The North Texas Wind 
Symphony is internation-
ally recognized as one of 
the premier ensembles of its 
kind, and is selected from 
the most outstanding musi-
cians attending the Univer-
sity of North Texas College 
of Music.

Ranked a Tier One re-

search university by the 
Carnegie Classification and 
designated a Hispanic- and 
Minority-Serving Institu-
tion, UNT is the flagship 
of the UNT System and is 
located in Denton. Boast-

ing 250 degree programs 
and a thriving community 
of nearly 47,000 students, 
UNT serves the North Tex-
as region and helps drive 
the state’s economy through 
innovative research, educa-
tional excellence focused 
on career readiness, and a 
spirit of entrepreneurship. 
Together, with its branch 
campus in Frisco, UNT 
students earned more than 
12,000 degrees last year.

The University of North 
Texas College of Music 
is the largest public uni-
versity music program in 
the United States and one 
of the most globally re-
spected. Faculty and staff 

include internationally ac-
claimed artists and scholars 
in composition, conducting, 
ethnomusicology, jazz stud-
ies, music education, mu-
sic business, music history, 
music theory, commercial 
music and performance. 
The college presents nearly 
1,000 music events annu-
ally. Students perform in 
more than 70 ensembles in 
eight campus venues and 
can be viewed worldwide 
via free superior quality 
live streaming. UNT mu-
sic alumni can be found 
around the world in impres-
sive, award-winning careers 
across a wide range of mu-
sic professions.



of the 2024 Democratic 
National Convention, em-
phasized that Harris values 
engaging voters through 
trusted voices from their 
communities. “Certainly, 
it is important to her that 
she reaches voters through 
the lens of people that can 
communicate with them,” 
Moore told NOTUS. 
“That’s her value system.”

Yet, many Black opera-
tives feel the campaign is 
not meeting those values. 
Principal Deputy Cam-
paign Manager Quentin 
Fulks has come under fire 
for being unresponsive to 
internal and external re-
quests for more equitable 
spending. Fulks is report-
edly quick to reject pro-
posals related to Black 
outreach efforts, frustrating 
many in the campaign with 
his budget handling. Some 
have even accused Fulks of 

downplaying the need for 
Black-owned firms, argu-
ing that using white-owned 
firms with Black associates 
on the project should be 
seen as equivalent to hiring 
Black-owned vendors—
an assertion that has only 
deepened the frustration 
among Black operatives.

A Lack of Investment 
Could Cost Support

The underinvestment in 
Black-owned firms goes 
beyond finances; it’s a 
problem that could threaten 
Harris’ standing with Black 
voters. In 2020, Black vot-
ers overwhelmingly sup-
ported Joe Biden, with 92% 
backing his candidacy, ac-
cording to Pew Research. 
However, that support has 
softened in 2024. A recent 
poll from Howard Uni-
versity showed that Black 
voter support for Harris had 
dropped to 82%.

An even more troubling 
sign for the Harris cam-
paign comes from a recent 
NAACP poll showing that 
one in four Black men un-
der 50 now support Donald 
Trump. This shift is deeply 
concerning for Democrats, 
who have relied heavily 
on the Black vote in past 
elections. For many Black 
operatives, the solution is 
clear: Harris must direct 
more resources to Black-
owned firms that know how 
to mobilize Black voters ef-
fectively.

Adrianne Shropshire, ex-
ecutive director of Black-
PAC, which targets Black 
voters, told NOTUS that 
while Harris has a compel-
ling story, the real question 
is whether the campaign 
will spend enough to reach 
skeptical voters. “They 
very clearly understand the 
need to increase communi-
cation with Black voters,” 
Shropshire said. “But can 

they reach enough voters to 
turn enthusiasm into actual 
votes?”

Calls for Urgent Action
With only weeks left until 

Election Day, many opera-

tives across racial lines call 
for swift course correction. 
While the Harris campaign 
has added some Black-
owned firms, including HIT 
Strategies and Walton Isaa-

cson, overall spending with 
minority-owned vendors 
remains significantly low-
er than with white-owned 
firms—a gap that could 
have lasting repercussions.

Contact Marketing at 972-432-5219 for Career Opportunity Advertising                                                                                          Marketplace
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Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing business in 
the North Texas market since 1963. With clients such as TxDOT, Dallas County Pub-
lic Works, and the Cities of Dallas, Fort Worth, Richardson, and Mansfield (plus many 
others), we have a strong backlog of work in the highway market locally.
We are currently hiring for the following positions:
• Form setter (Paving)
• Boom Mobile Crane (CDL)
• Laborer (Paving, Structures)
• Batch Plant Operator (Paving)
• Concrete Paving Operator (Paving)
• Motor Grader Operator (Earthwork)
• Concrete Finishers (Paving, Structures)
• CDL Drivers (Water Truck, Haul Truck)
• Field Mechanic (must have driver’s license)
• Barricade Servicer (must have driver’s license)
• Excavator Operator (Earthwork, Underground)
Available: multiple openings
Rate: Negotiable
Must have own transportation.
Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (depending on position)
Physical and Drug Screen Required
Must have a Clear Background
Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs.)

sending jazz ambassador 
Louis Armstrong to the 
Congo to deflect attention 
from the CIA-backed coup. 
Director Johan Grimon-
prez (dial H-I-S-T-O-R-Y, 
Shadow World) explores a 
moment when jazz, colo-
nialism, and espionage col-
lided, constructing a rivet-

ing historical rollercoaster 
that illuminates the politi-
cal machinations behind 
the 1961 assassination of 
Congolese independence 
leader Patrice Lumumba.

The result is a revela-
tory documentary richly 
illustrated by eyewitness 
accounts, official govern-

ment memos, testimonies 
from mercenaries and 
CIA operatives, speeches 
from Lumumba himself, 
and a veritable canon of 
jazz icons. Soundtrack to 
a Coup d’Etat interrogates 
colonial history to tell an 
urgent and timely story 
that resonates more than 
ever in today’s geopolitical 
climate.

COUP, from Page 9

$148 million returned to consumers due to two CFPB actions
New poll shows CFPB popular among Democrat, Independent and Republican voters

By Charlene Crowell
 
Recent back-to-back fi-

nancial enforcement actions 
taken by the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau 
(CFPB) underscore why the 
nation’s sole agency dedi-
cated to consumer financial 
fairness retains broad and 
strong voter support.

On September 11, TD 

Bank, the nation’s 10th 
largest commercial bank 
with 1,200 branches and 
2,600 ATMs in 15 states 
and the District of Colum-
bia was ordered for the 
second time by CFPB to 
pay restitution to thousands 
of consumers for illegally 
tarnishing credit reports of 
tens of thousands consum-
ers. It repeatedly provided 

consumer credit bureaus 
with inaccurate informa-
tion on its customers about 
personal bankruptcies and 
credit card delinquencies. 
It also failed to properly 
investigate and resolve cus-
tomer disputes linked to the 
faulty information. Given 
the widespread use of credit 
reports, the bank’s actions 
threatened customers’ abil-

ity to get a loan, job, or 
housing.

Under the terms of the 
recent order, the bank will 
return $7.76 million to its 
harmed consumers and pay 
a $20 million penalty as 
well.

“The CFPB’s investiga-
tion found that TD Bank 
illegally threatened the 
consumer reports of its 

customers with fraudulent 
information and then barely 
lifted a finger to fix it,” said 
CFPB Director Rohit Cho-
pra. “Rather than treating 
its customers fairly and fol-
lowing the law, TD Bank’s 
management clearly cared 
more about growth and ex-
panding its empire through 
mergers. Regulators will 
need to focus major atten-

tion on TD Bank to change 
its course.”

On the following day, 
September 12, CFPB or-
dered another repeat of-
fender, Navient – formerly 
known as Sallie Mae - to 
pay more restitution and 
banned it from ever ser-
vicing student loans again. 

See CFPB, Page 13

HARRIS, from Page 5
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NDG is looking for a Journalism Intern for a 6 
month assignment to cover community events 
on site in the Irving area.

• Must be an aspiring writer looking to gain 
some experience or a school credit in Journal-
ism. 

• Must have transportation, a valid driver’s 
license and vehicle Insurance. Assignment re-
quires candidates to work on and offsite. 

• Contract pay is $13.75 per hour plus gas 
stipend.

• Hours are 12 to 15 hours per week.

Please send resume or inquiries to: 
businessoffice@northdallasgazette.com

See CBC, Page 14

WILSON, from Page 7
feeling, it really is,” Wilson 
stated.

The Las Vegas Aces cen-
ter broke the league’s sin-
gle-season scoring record 
and became the first player 
to reach 1,000 points in a 
season. 

Wilson is the first player 
to lead the league in total 
points, rebounds and blocks 
in a season.

The history books were 
continually rewritten as her 
accolades stacked on top 
of each other throughout 
the year. Her 26.9 points 
per game broke Diana 
Taurasi’s record set at 25.3 
points in 2006. Display-
ing special traits as a glass 
cleaner, she averaged the 
highest defensive rebounds 
per game (9.8) in a single-
season. Wilson also put her 
greatness on display on the 
world’s biggest sporting 
stage at the Paris Olympics 
winning her second Olym-

pic gold medal with Team 
USA.

Hailing from Colombia, 
South Carolina, the former 
Gamecock is immortalized 
with a statue at her alma 
mater. The great Dawn 
Staley, current University 
of South Carolina women’s 
basketball head coach, is 
someone A’ja Wilson gives 
credit for developing her 
fiery nature and relentless 
effort on the court.

“She was someone that 
instilled just that boss, the 
leader,” Wilson declared.

Wilson’s leadership will 
certainly be on display 
throughout the WNBA 
playoffs as the Aces look 
to three-peat—a feat that 
has only been done by the 
Houston Comets when they 
won the first four titles of 
the league from 1997 to 
2000. 

The WNBA playoffs 
kicked off Sunday, Sept. 

22 with the Aces win-
ning Game 1 against Jew-
ell Lloyd and the Seattle 
Storm. Posting the most 
consecutive games with 20 
or more points this season, 
Wilson carried over her 
regular season success into 
the playoffs. She stuffed the 
stat sheet with 21 points, 8 
rebounds, and 5 blocks.

“We locked in and under-
stood the assignment which 
was just the task at hand. 
We need to focus on our 
matchups and slow them 
down. Seattle has great 
players, so we just got to 
make it difficult for them 
and I think we did that,” 
Wilson claimed postgame.

A’ja Wilson is must see 
TV and anyone not tun-
ing in to witness one of 
the greatest talents not 
only the WNBA has seen 
but the game of basketball 
will undoubtedly regret it 
when her illustrious career 
is over. 

At still just 28 years 

old, one can argue that she 
is just now entering her 
prime. Greats such as Sher-
yl Swoopes, Cynthia Coo-
per, Maya Moore, Candace 
Parker, and Diana Taurasi 

all can make strong cases as 
the greatest women’s bas-
ketball player of all time. 

However, the A’ja Wilson 
era is in full effect, and she 
will continue to be a force 

for years to come. A’ja Wil-
son is H.E.R.—a hero for 
the next generation, an ex-
ceptional talent that cannot 
be stopped, and a rare hu-
man being people love.

Congressional Black Caucus releases corporate accountability 
report on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

New report finds strong support among Fortune 500 companies for workforce diversity, equity, and inclusion despite 
ongoing attacks. Report outlines ‘best practices’ guide to strengthen corporate diversity across sectors

(Black PR Wire) Re-
cently, Congressional 
Black Caucus Chairman 
Steven Horsford (NV-04) 
and members of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus 
released its new corpo-
rate accountability report, 
“What Good Looks Like”: 
A Corporate Accountabili-
ty Report on Diversity, Eq-
uity, and Inclusion – a first-
of-its-kind report to hold 
Fortune 500 companies 
— across all sectors — ac-
countable to their diversity, 
equity, and inclusion com-
mitments and racial equity 
investments post-George 

Floyd.
The new report commis-

sioned by the CBC finds 
that the majority of For-
tune 500 companies that 
responded to a survey by 
the CBC remain commit-
ted to advancing diver-
sity, equity, and inclusion 
in the workplace despite 
right wing attacks in the 
wake of the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s decision to over-
turn affirmative action in 
the landmark Students for 
Fair Admissions v. Har-
vard in June 2023. Since 
the ruling, diversity initia-
tives have come under at-

tack in corporate America, 
on college campuses in 
nearly 30 states, and in 
federal programs and ven-
ture capital firms for Black 
and minority businesses, 
despite research from in-
stitutions such as the Black 
Economic Alliance Foun-
dation, which proves that 
78 percent of Americans 
agree that corporate Amer-
ica should reflect the racial 
diversity of the American 
population, and McKinsey 
& Company showing that 
companies with racially 
diverse executive teams 
outperform their peers in 

profitability by 39%.
The report analyzes cor-

porate diversity practices 
based on data shared with 
the CBC aggregated by 
industry according to the 
Global Industry Classifica-
tion Standard  (GICS) and 
the North American Indus-
try Classification System 
(NAICS). Of the Fortune 
500 companies reflected in 
the GICS data, a majority 
have made progress to their 
commitments to workplace 
diversity and racial equity.

The report further out-
lines 12 Best Practices and 
innovative approaches (or 

“What Good Looks Like”), 
taken by companies across 
various industries to pro-
mote diversity, equity, and 
inclusion in their work-
places and beyond, which 
the CBC hopes corpora-
tions will use as a stan-
dardized tool to strengthen, 
magnify, and expand diver-
sity, equity, and inclusion 
practices across industries.

The report comes nearly 
10 months after the CBC 
issued its corporate ac-
countability letter in De-
cember 2023 in response 
to the ongoing attacks on 
diversity initiatives in the 

private sector. The letter 
urged corporate America, 
particularly those in the 
Fortune 500 who made 
public pledges to diver-
sity and racial equity post-
George Floyd, to stand 
firm in their commitments 
and to update congressio-
nal members on the prog-
ress of their commitments.

Congressional Black 
Caucus Chairman Steven 
Horsford offered the fol-
lowing quote:

“The CBC commends 
corporate leaders who have 



Under the terms of the or-
der, Navient would have to 
pay $100 million to harmed 
borrowers, and a $20 mil-
lion penalty.   

The efforts to remove 
Navient from future student 
loan servicing followed 
several previous enforce-
ment actions including: 

• A 2014 $100 million 
joint order by the Depart-
ment of Justice  and the 
Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation  for illegally 
overcharging nearly 78,000 
military servicemembers;

• A 2021 order from the 
Department of Education  
to return more than $22 
million in overcharges; and

• In 2022, a $1.85 billion 
settlement brought by 39 
state attorneys general for 
originating predatory stu-
dent loans in addition to its 
forbearance steering prac-
tices.

Consumer advocates also 
applauded the most recent 
Navient order.

“This is a step toward 
accountability and sends 
a powerful message to all 
student loan servicers that 
such behavior will not be 
condoned”, said Jaylon 
Herbin, director of federal 
campaigns at the Center 

for Responsible Lending 
(CRL). “For decades, Navi-
ent used deceptive tactics to 
steer borrowers into high-
cost, long-term forbearanc-
es instead of placing them 
in affordable income-driven 
repayment (IDR) plans, 
leaving countless borrow-
ers – many of whom were 
borrowers of color and low-
income students – trapped 
in a cycle of debt.”

These and other actions 
that together demonstrate 
governmental support for 
financial fairness and are 
underscored in findings 
from a recent survey. Fresh 
data shows that voters of 
all or no political affilia-
tions support the CFPB’s 
crack down on junk fees, 
discrimination, and other 
harmful actions from finan-
cial firms.  

A bipartisan polling team 
from Lake Research Part-
ners and Chesapeake Beach 
Consulting conducted the 
survey commissioned by 
Americans for Financial 
Reform (AFR) and CRL. 
Released on September 9, 
the survey showed:

• Nine in ten voters (91%) 
believe it is important to 
regulate financial services 
to ensure they are fair for 

consumers; this includes 
95% of Democrats, 87% of 
Republicans, and 88% of 
independents;

• After reading informa-
tion about overdraft fees, 
84% of voters support lim-
iting the price banks can 
charge to only what the 
overdraft costs them, with 
no additional profit; a ma-
jority support this policy 
strongly;

• 82% support the CFPB 
using all the tools available 
to hold financial companies 
accountable for discrimina-
tion in lending, with over 
three quarters in support 
across party lines;

• 82% of voters support 
government regulators cap-
ping credit card late fees at 
$8 per month, down from 

$32 per month; at least three 
quarters of voters across 
party lines are supportive, 
with at least half strongly 
supporting the cap; and

• After hearing a short de-
scription of the CFPB and 
its mission, four in five vot-
ers (81%) express support 
for the agency; favorability 
for the Consumer Bureau 
has been consistently very 
high over the past decade, 
ticking up slightly in 2020 
and remaining at an elevat-
ed level. 

“Whether the subject is 
credit card late fees, medi-
cal debt, or private equity’s 
growing impact in health 
care, voters favor tough 
regulation and oversight of 
the financial sector,” said 
Lisa Donner, executive di-

rector at Americans for Fi-
nancial Reform.

“Voters of all political 
persuasions understand the 
need for the Consumer Bu-
reau – a government watch-
dog that protects consumers 
from financial firms’ junk 
fees, illegal discrimination, 
and other misconduct,” said 
Mike Calhoun, president 
at the Center for Respon-
sible Lending.  “This poll 
reaffirms that politicians, 
regardless of their political 
affiliation, would best rep-
resent their constituents by 
supporting the Consumer 
Bureau and by keeping 

their hands off its funding 
structure.”

The survey has a range 
of additional questions, in-
cluding on fintech, small 
business lending, and bank 
failures. To read the com-
plete poll, visit: https://
www.responsiblelending.
org/research-publication/
voters-strongly-support-
consumer-bureaus-mission-
across-political-spectrum.

Charlene Crowell is a 
senior fellow with the Cen-
ter for Responsible Lend-
ing. She can be reached at 
Charlene.crowell@respon-
siblelending.org.

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com                                   September 26 - October 2, 2024 | North Dallas Gazette | 13

www.NorthDallasGazette.com                                                                                                                              Career Opportunity

CFPB, from Page 3



overwhelmingly reaffirmed 
their company’s commit-
ment to advancing diver-
sity, equity and inclusion 
in their business practices 
and operations, and those 
who believe, like most 
Americans, that diversity 

is a business and talent im-
perative. We cannot allow 
a handful of right-wing 
agitators to bully corpora-
tions, and this report offers 
corporate America a guide 
to strengthening their di-
versity practices. This re-

port is the initial step in a 
strategic effort to ensure 
the tools of economic op-
portunity are protected as 
we work to advance our 
Black wealth and econom-
ic prosperity agenda in the 
next Congress to close the 
Black-white wealth gap in 
America.”
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Oh, For the Life of an Old Geezer
Dr. James L. Snyder

I am not given to com-
plaining, except when I’m 
awake. That’s according to 
The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage.

Lately, I’ve been lean-
ing towards a complaining 
attitude. I’ve reached the 
point of being an old gee-
zer. I’m older than both of 
my grandfathers, and in 
three years, I’ll be up to 
where my father was when 
he passed away.

I don’t think of myself as 
old, just older.

There are some benefits 
to getting older, but I’ve 
discovered just as many 
negative aspects. I’m not as 
energetic as I used to be. I 
can’t walk as fast as I used 
to. When someone talks to 
me, I have to think a bit 
about their name.

Don’t let me get on about 
my health issues. When I 
was young, I didn’t have 
all of these health issues, 
but now, I’m at that point in 
life where I do have health 
issues.

Seeing my doctors is 
second only to seeing The 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. All the nurses in 
the various medical places 
I go know me by my first 
name. I don’t know if that’s 

good or if it’s bad. I’m go-
ing to lean in the direction 
of good. After all, at my age 
I’m leaning in some direc-
tion.

When I was younger, I 
never thought about getting 
old. Every time I celebrated 
a birthday, it never occurred 
to me that this would con-
tinue until I became an old 
geezer. At the time, I used 
to make fun of my old 
grandfathers. Now, much to 
my disgust, I have become 
my old grandfathers.

I’m glad they’re not 
alive to see that I have be-
come just like them. They 
would’ve died laughing.

My father passed away 
when he was five years old-
er than I am right now. So, 
in five years, I will be at my 
father’s level. I’m unsure 
what level that is, and I do 
not even want to know.

I remember that, as kids, 
my siblings and I would 
sit around and laugh at our 
grandparents. I’m wonder-
ing if my grandchildren are 
sitting around laughing at 
me! I wouldn’t blame them 
if they were.

The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage and I re-
cently ate lunch together. I 
suppose we were celebrat-
ing something, but for the 
life of me, I can’t remem-

ber what it was. We were at 
a restaurant enjoying our-
selves.

When the waitress came 
to our table to take our 
order, she asked how we 
were, and I responded, 
“Well, for an old geezer, we 
were doing fine.”

She smiled at me and 
said, “Does that mean that 
you both are senior citi-
zens?”

I usually take offense 
at that classification. But 
under the circumstances I 
nodded my head and said, 
“Yes, we are senior citizens 
but I prefer old geezers.”

Looking at me, the wait-
ress smiled and said, “You 
are in luck today. We have 
a senior citizen discount on 
everything on the menu.”

I looked up at her and 
said, “Why, yes. We’re both 
senior citizens.”

“In that case, you can get 
a 20% discount on every-
thing you order today.”

She took our coffee order 
and then went to get it for 
us. As she was gone, The 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage said, “Are we 
old geezers or senior citi-
zens?”

I smiled and said, “Today 
we are senior citizens and 
tomorrow will go back to 
being old geezers.”

“I guess it’s only about 
the money for you,” she 
smiled.

After thinking for a mo-
ment, I finally responded, 
“I’ve never heard of an 
old geezer discount. Have 
you?”

She shook her head and 
said, “I’ll let you be a se-
nior citizen today and will 
see what tomorrow might 
bring.”

That next week, whenev-
er we went out to a restau-
rant and, the waitress would 
say, “How are you doing 
today?” I would always re-
spond by saying, “Do you 
have any senior citizen’s 
discounts today?”

If they said “no,” I would 
always respond by saying, 
“I’m just an old geezer to-
day.”

If they said “yes,”” I 
would respond by saying, 
“I’m a senior citizen today.”

I’m trying to determine 
the differences between 
an old geezer and a senior 
citizen. Apart from the dis-
count, I can’t find any dif-
ference between the two. 
I’m an old geezer one day, 
and the next day, I have a 
senior citizen. Maybe I 
have the case of dementia.

At one restaurant this 
past week, the waiter came 
up and greeted me. I was 
having a rather crazy day, 
to put it mildly, so I told 
him, “I’m just an old geezer 
today.”

“Well,” said the waiter, 
“this is my last day here at 
this restaurant and so I’m 
going to give you an old 
geezer discount. You sorta 
remind me of my grandfa-
ther.”

I was so sorry that The 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage wasn’t with me. 
We could have enjoyed a 

two-way ticket for the old 
geezer discount. She would 
have been happy, I think. 
If I keep from calling her 
an old geezer, my day is 
happy.

In thinking about this I 
remembered a verse in the 
Bible that addresses old 
age. “They shall still bring 
forth fruit in old age; they 
shall be fat and flourishing” 
(Psalm 92:14).

God still has work for me 
even as an old geezer. Find-
ing that work is the joy of 
my life each day. This is not 
based on what I use to do, 
but what God has for me 
today.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala, FL with 
the Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.james-
snyderministries.com.



“As you do not know 
the path of the wind, or 
how the body is formed in 
a mother’s womb, so you 
cannot understand the work 
of God, the Maker of all 
things” Ecclesiastes 11:5. 

God will often use cir-
cumstances in our lives 
to direct us in making and 
confirming decisions. 

The story is told of a man 
that lunched a magazine 
designed for Christians in 
the workplace and he was 
having lunch with a Chris-
tian leader named Larry 
who headed a ministry that 
helps men and women ap-
ply biblical principles to 

managing money. 
During their lunch, he 

explained to Larry that he 
had noticed that there were 
many grassroots workplace 
ministries cropping up all 
over the country. 

He asked Larry if he was 
familiar with some of the 
groups since he had taught 
a course and wrote a book 
on operating a business on 
biblical principles. 

But Larry said he was 
not.  He then asked, “It 
would be nice to know 
what all these groups are 
doing so we don’t duplicate 
efforts. 

Do you think you could 
invite some of these groups 
for a roundtable discus-
sion?” Larry told him that 
he would and he proceeded 
to invite four main work-
place ministries that he had 

worked with in the past. 
Then something unex-

pected began to happen.   
The man began to get re-
quests from the ministries 
all around the country that 
had heard about the gath-
ering and they were ask-
ing if they could attend the 
roundtable. 

By the time the event ac-
tually took place, 54 people 
showed up representing 45 
organizations from around 
the country!  Unfortunate-
ly, Larry had a last minute 
conflict and was not able to 
attend, and he informed me 
that he would have to host 
the meeting himself. 

That was the birth of 
Marketplace Leaders, the 
ministry he now lead full 
time.  He often joke that 
God tricked him into start-
ing this ministry because 
God knows  never he would 
have done that on his own 

at that time. 
God often confirms His 

direction through circum-
stances.  Be on alert that 
when God sets up situa-
tions that are out of your 
control - He may be giving 
you direction through these 
circumstances. 

Dear God, today I lift up 
all teachers to you.  I pray 
for your anointing upon 
their lives, their work, 
their ministry. I pray you 
will give them wisdom, 

knowledge, guidance, pa-
tience, love, protection, 
understanding, insight and 
everything they need to be 
a positive life-changing 
influence upon those they 
teach.  

I pray you will keep them 
safe from all harm and evil.  
I pray you will bring to 
their minds the lessons and 
information they need to 
teach and the ability and 
skills to do what is good, 
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God Speaks through Circumstances
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right, and best in every situation. 

I pray that each one will not 
see their profession and standing 
as just a job, but as an opportu-
nity to make a difference in lives 
and show your love to others. 

May they be salt and light in 
this world.  May they rely on 
your strength and grace each 

and every day to accomplish that 
which you would have them do. 

Bless them, father, as your 
servants and children.  And may 
they be a blessing to others with 
whom they work and teach.  In 
Jesus’ name I pray, amen.

(Editor’s Note: This column 
originally ran in October 2017.)

NDG Book Review: ‘The Barn’ 
can be a tough, but good read

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

You’ve driven past it so many 
times, that you haven’t actually 
seen it in ages.

After all these years, it’s just 
a part of the scenery, something 
you barely even notice anymore. 
But what’s its story?

Through the years, Wright 
Thompson has drawn a map of 
his Mississippi homeland doz-
ens of times. Drive down this 
road, turn here, there, and you’re 
at a spot that was laid out over 
two centuries ago, Township 
22 North, Range 4 West. It’s an 
area where the Blues were born, 
the Civil Rights Movement was 
sparked, and the Klan began.

Inside that thirty-six-mile 
square is the barn where Em-
mett Till was murdered.

So why has the barn – a place 
that Thompson has visited hun-
dreds of times, a place that holds 
Christmas decorations, lawn 
equipment, and ghosts – been 
largely ignored?

People knew what happened 
there. People heard things, and 
were intimidated into keeping 
quiet. Others bravely confronted 
Till’s murderers in court.

No doubt, you know this sto-
ry. You had nightmares about it 
for years. Be prepared to sleep 
with the lights on again, then, 
once you’ve read “The Barn.”

Much like a love letter writ-
ten in arsenic, author Wright 
Thompson describes his be-
loved home area in lush words 
with horror behind them, which 

is both good and bad. Ever actu-
ally been to this square of Mis-
sissippi? If not, there’s a lot of 
geographical information inside 
this book, and it’s not going to 
mean much to you.

No, the meaning lies in the 
rest of the story of a murder that 
changed American history and 
that still has the power to make 
readers shudder. Thompson uses 
a narrow barn as a pivot point to 
reach back in history, to Recon-
struction and slavery, Jim Crow 
and differences in racism in the 
North and South, Delta culture, 
and the biography of a boy, in 
a story that’s both personal and 
local, and that’ll keep you glued 
to your seat.

“The Barn” is a tale that’s hard 
to read, but also one you can’t 
look away from. If you need an 
update, or a book to help you 
better understand the Till case, 
you’ll want to see this one.


