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In Biden-Trump handshake,
Black America sees more

- See Page 4

Election system
stands up to

- misinformation
than just a gesture e pes
ge
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent The school

year is almost
halfway over

In a scene that one might eas-
ily describe as privilege meeting
privilege, two powerful white and
elderly men—Joe Biden, 81, and
Donald Trump, 78—shared a cordial
exchange in the Oval Office, an im-
age strikingly at odds with the grim
reality many Black Americans now
face with Trump’s re-election. While
Biden extended a warm “welcome
back” to his predecessor and succes-
sor, for African Americans and other

- See Page 6

Dallas Natives
looking to
NCAA playoffs

marginalized groups, the moment While Biden extended a warm “welcome back” to his predecessor and successor, for ) See Page 8
marked something else entirely: the African Americans and other marginalized groups, the moment marked something else
return of a leader who has made ex-  entirely: the return of a leader who has made explicit promises to dismantle the civil rights -
plicit promises to dismantle the civil framework that barely holds at the edges in the nation.(Photo via NNPA) Sister Ta rpley:
rights framework that barely holds at ~ date. Among his stated goals, which  CUs), and killing any remote chance Why Does God
the edges in the nation. include dismantling the Department that African Americans could finally -
Trump is adamant about his inten-  of Education, defunding historically Allow Evil?

tions, thanks to his renewed man- Black colleges and universities (HB- See TRUMP, Page 12
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People in the News

Judith Jameson

Renowned dancer and
choreographer Judith
Jamison, who led the Al-
vin Ailey American Dance
Theater for over two de-
cades, passed away on Sat-
urday in New York at 81.
Jamison’s death occurred
at New York-Presbyterian
Weill Cornell Medical Cen-
ter after a brief illness, ac-
cording to Christopher Zun-
ner, managing director of
public relations at the dance
company.

“We remember and are
grateful for her artistry, hu-
manity, and incredible light,
which inspired us all,” Zun-
ner stated.

Born on May 10, 1943, in

Philadelphia, Jamison dis-
covered her love for dance
early on, beginning lessons
at age six at the Judimar
School of Dance in her
hometown. Encouraged ini-
tially to study the piano and
violin, Jamison gravitated
toward ballet, later train-

ing under African American
dance pioneer Katherine
Dunham. She attended Ger-
mantown High School and
briefly enrolled at Fisk Uni-
versity before dedicating
herself to dance and kine-
siology studies at the Phila-
delphia Dance Academy.
Jamison joined the Al-
vin Ailey American Dance
Theater in 1965, quickly
becoming a celebrated fig-
ure in modern dance when
few Black women held
prominence in the field. Her
defining moment came in
1971 with the premiere of
Cry, a 17-minute solo cre-
ated by Alvin Ailey as a
tribute “to all Black women
everywhere—especially
our mothers.” This piece

became a hallmark of the
Ailey troupe and earned
Jamison international ac-
claim. Alvin Ailey later
wrote of Jamison’s per-
formance, “With Cry, she
became herself. Once she
found this contact, this re-
lease, she poured her being
into everybody who came
to see her perform.”

In addition to her iconic
work with Ailey’s compa-
ny, Jamison performed with
global ballet companies,
including the San Francisco
Ballet, Swedish Royal Bal-
let, and Vienna State Ballet,
and even graced the Broad-
way stage in Sophisticated
Ladies alongside Gregory
Hines. She began her cho-
reography work in the

1980s, premiering her first
ballet, Divining, with the
Ailey company in 1984 and
launching her dance group,
The Jamison Project Dance
Company, in 1988.

Following Ailey’s death
in 1989, Jamison took
over as the artistic direc-
tor of his company, steer-
ing it through a period of
profound growth and es-
tablishing its first perma-
nent home, the Joan Weill
Center for Dance. She also
founded a partnership with
Fordham University, creat-
ing a joint Bachelor of Fine
Arts program to support a
multicultural dance curricu-
lum.

Throughout her career,
Jamison received numer-

ous honors, including the
National Medal of Arts and
a Kennedy Center Honor,
recognizing her contribu-
tion to the arts and her role
in broadening the visibility
of Black dancers and cho-
reographers. Her legacy is
preserved in her autobiog-
raphy, Dancing Spirit, and
her choreography, which
remains foundational to the
company’s repertoire.

Reflecting on her role as
Ailey’s successor, Jamison
once said, “I felt prepared
to carry [the company] for-
ward. Alvin and I were like
parts of the same tree. He,
the roots and the trunk, and
we were the branches. I was
his muse. We were all his
muses.”

Gavin Newsom

California  Democratic
Governor Gavin Newsom
has proclaimed a special
session of the California
Legislature dedicated to
defending core state val-
ues and rights under po-
tential challenges from the
incoming Trump adminis-
tration. Set to convene on
December 2, the session
will prioritize legal strate-
gies to protect civil rights,
reproductive freedom, cli-
mate action, and immigrant
rights, aiming to bolster
California’s ability to resist
federal policies that may
threaten these areas.

The move is the first in
a series of planned actions
by Newsom’s administra-
tion to safeguard what he
describes as “California
values” against federal
threats. With support from
state lawmakers, Newsom
emphasized  California’s
resilience and readiness to
protect its residents, stat-
ing, “The freedoms we hold
dear in California are under
attack — and we won’t sit
idle.”

State Attorney General
Rob Bonta reiterated the
Governor’s stance, noting
the state’s prior confron-

tations with Trump-era
policies and emphasizing
California’s commitment to
continue defending rights
under potential renewed
federal challenges. “No
matter what the incoming
Administration has in store,
California will keep mov-
ing forward,” Bonta said.
“We’re working closely
with the Governor and the
Legislature to shore up our
defenses and ensure we
have the resources we need
to take on each fight as it
comes.”

Assembly Speaker Rob-

ert Rivas (D-Hollister)
and Senate President pro-
Tempore Mike McGuire
(D-North  Coast) voiced
their support for the special
session, highlighting the
importance of maintain-
ing California’s progress
and preparing for what
they foresee as challenging
times ahead. “We learned a
lot about former President
Trump in his first term,”
McGuire remarked. “Cali-
fornia has come too far and
accomplished too much to
simply surrender and ac-
cept his dystopian vision
for America.”

Rivas emphasized the
importance of standing
up for Californians. “Vot-
ers sent a clear message
this election, and we need
to lean-in and listen,” he
said. “But we also must be
prepared to defend Cali-
fornia values, no matter
the challenges ahead, so
it makes sense to consider
the Governor’s proposal.
I’'m ready to fight harder
than ever for opportunity,
equality, and a Golden
State that works for each
and every resident.”
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Op-Ed

Autopsy for a failed presidential
campaign and the Democratic Party

By Dr. Wilmer J. Leon, lll

(TriceEdneyWire.com)
- “...People know that
something’s wrong; Ev-
erybody oughta know win-
ter...The truth is there ain’t
nobody fighting; Because,
well nobody knows what
to save, Brother, save your
soul; Lord knows it’s win-
ter in America. The Con-
stitution, a noble piece of
paper; With free society;
Well, they struggled but
they died in vain; And now
democracy is ragtime on
the corners; On the cord,
hoping it’d rain...” - Win-
ter In America — Gil Scott-

Heron
The 2024 American
presidential election is

over. The people have spo-
ken. The world is shocked!
Trump won! Americans
fell for it again, or did
they...fall for it?

Many in the African
American community are
angry, shocked and look-
ing for the culprits. Who
did this to VP Harris?
Somebody must be held
accountable! The audac-
ity of those misogynistic
Latino men, White women
and those angry Black men
who hate Black women.
All of them must he held
accountable. What damage
does this do to the psyche
of Black Women? VP Har-
ris was ENTITLED to the
Oval Office and has been
denied.

According to Senator
Lindsey Graham in 2015,
Trump is a “a race-bait-
ing xenophobic religious
bigot.” Senator Rick Perry

warned us that Trump,
“doesn’t know the differ-
ence between truth and
lies...” while Senator Ted
Cruz said, “he lies, prac-
tically every word that
comes out of his mouth...”

With all of that, Hilary
Clinton lost to him in 2016
and now VP Harris has lost
to him as well. Trump has
prevailed... AGAIN! Why?
Don’t ask why Harris lost;
ask yourself why did this
“race-baiting xenopho-
bic religious bigot,” win.
AGAIN!

It’s too easy to chalk this
up to or write this off as be-
ing a “masterclass in white
privilege.” It’s too simplis-
tic to attribute this cata-
clysmic failure to “hatred
toward Black women.”
Too many Democrats, their
pundits, and some analysts
are trying to write this his-
toric blunder off as Ameri-
ca will “never elect a Black
woman as president”. Stop
it! The bad lies are the lies
you tell yourself. Even
worse are the ones you tell
yourself and believe.

That flawed ‘“hatred
toward Black women”
troupe is more convenient
than making the neces-
sary course corrections
that the Democratic Party
needs to make in order to
help America live up to
its promise. Instead, odds
are that they will continue
to “maintain course and
speed”, running aground
or striking the iceberg time
and again. To truly be able
to move forward, the Party
and its African American
constituency must first

Keep up with the news
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look inward and self-assess
before placing blame.

On March 6, 1857, Su-
preme Court Chief Jus-
tice Roger Taney opined
in Plessy v Ferguson, “
negro’s had for more than
a century before been re-
garded as beings of an in-
ferior order, and altogether
unfit to associate with the
white race, either in social
or political relations; and
so far inferior, that they
had no rights which the
white man was bound to
respect...”

I believe that the racist,
white supremist, eugenic
based mindsets that led to
the holdings in Plessey,
even though that decision
has since been overturned
by the Brown decision and
others, continues to influ-
ence mindsets in America
today. Variations of this
racist theme continue to be
the reality in America.

This is not new. This is
not a news flash. This is
everyday life in America
for Black people. So, to
boil VP Harris’ loss down
to “no one will vote for a
Black woman” is too sim-
plistic. It is an excuse, not
analysis. It lets the Demo-
cratic party and her off the
hook for their failures. Hil-
ary Clinton (a woman) won
the popular vote in 2016
with 64M votes. Harris (a
Black woman) received
68M votes. Barack Obama
(a Black man) was elected
as president twice.

So, before we turn to the
very simplistic knee jerk
refrain that America will
not elect a Black woman

to be president, ask your-
self, did the Democrats
set themselves up for this
outcome? Was VP Harris
the best candidate? Did the
Party and her campaign
make mistakes that result-
ed in this failure regardless
of phenotype?

Start the analysis here,
Democrats and their fi-
nancial backers knew that
President Biden’s faculties
were declining before he
embarrassed himself and
the party during the debate.
The phrase “non compos
mentis” comes to mind.

It was a huge mistake
to anoint VP Harris as the
nominee. James Carville
wrote in early July that
Democrats needed to move
away from Biden, “But it
can’t be by anointing (VP
Harris) or anyone else as
the presumptive...nomi-
nee. We’ve got to do it out
in the open — the exact
opposite of what Donald
Trump wants us to do.”
Carville was correct.

Once on the stump, VP
Harris ran a campaign
based upon the politics of
personality and identity,
not a policy-based cam-
paign. It took until mid-
September before her web-
page even had a policy tab
and the policies that were
listed were more campaign
talking points than sub-
stantive solutions to the
real problems facing the
country.

VP Harris ran away from
her base instead of embrac-
ing it. For example, polling

See AUTOPSY, Page 4
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Which risk factors are linked to having a severe stroke?

Newswise — MINNE-
APOLIS - People with
conditions or habits such
as high blood pressure, an
irregular heartbeat called
atrial fibrillation, or smok-
ing, not only have a higher
risk of stroke, they may also
have more severe strokes
than people without these
risk factors, according to
a study published in the
November 13, 2024, on-
line issue of Neurology®,
the medical journal of the
American Academy of
Neurology.

“Stroke can lead to dis-
ability or even death, yet
there are a number of risk
factors that people can
modify with a change in
lifestyle or medication,”
said study author Catriona
Reddin, MD at the Univer-
sity of Galway in Ireland
and a member of the Ameri-
can Academy of Neurology.

“Our results emphasize the
importance of managing
risk factors for stroke, es-
pecially high blood pres-
sure, atrial fibrillation and
smoking in order to prevent
severe, disabling stroke.”
The study involved
26,948 people from 32
countries with an average
age of 62. Of this group,
half the people had a stroke
and half were people who
did not have a stroke. Par-
ticipants without stroke

were matched for age and
sex to people who had
stroke.

Of those with stroke,
4,848 people had a severe
stroke and 8,612 people had
a mild to moderate stroke.
Severe stroke was defined
as outcomes ranging from
being unable to walk or care
for oneself without assis-
tance to requiring constant
nursing care to death. Mild
to moderate stroke was de-
fined as outcomes ranging

from having no symptoms
to requiring some help with
personal care but being able
to walk without the assis-
tance of another person.

Researchers determined
the following stroke risk
factors for each person:
blood pressure higher than
£ 140/90 millimeters of mer-
& cury (mmHg); atrial fibril-
g lation; diabetes; high cho-
Q lesterol; smoking; alcohol
use; diet quality; physical
inactivity;  psychological
and social stress; and ex-
cess body fat around the
waist called waist-to-hip
ratio.

Researchers  compared
how important risk factors
were for severe stroke and
mild to moderate stroke to
people who did not have
a stroke. Researchers also
compared how important
risk factors were in those
with stroke only, where

people with a severe stroke
were matched with and
compared to people with a
mild to severe stroke.

A total of 74% of those
with severe stroke had high
blood pressure, compared
to 72% of those with mild
to moderate stroke. For atri-
al fibrillation, 11% of those
with severe stroke had the
condition, compared to 9%
of those with mild to mod-
erate stroke. In both groups,
30% were current smokers.

After adjusting for age,
sex, country and type of
stroke, researchers found
people with high blood
pressure were 3.2 times
more likely to have a se-
vere stroke and 2.9 times
more likely to have a mild
to moderate stroke than
people without high blood
pressure.

They also found people
with atrial fibrillation were

4.7 times more likely to
have severe stroke and 3.6
times more likely to have
mild to moderate stroke
than people without atrial
fibrillation.

Researchers found peo-
ple who smoked were 1.9
times more likely to have
severe stroke and 1.7 times
more likely to have mild to
moderate stroke than peo-
ple who were not current
smokers.

“Our findings emphasize
the importance of control-
ling high blood pressure,
which is the most impor-
tant modifiable risk factor
for stroke globally,” said
Reddin. “This is particu-
larly relevant for lower- and
middle-income  countries
that have rapidly increasing
rates of high blood pres-
sure and strokes at younger

See STROKE, Page 14
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showed that over 70 per-
cent of Democrats support-
ed a ceasefire in Gaza. Ad-
ditionally, almost four in
10 likely voters, as well as
more than half of all Dem-
ocrats, believe that Israel
is committing genocide in
Gaza. VP Harris and the
DNC would not even allow
a Palestinian spokesperson
on stage at the convention.
Thus, loosing Michigan.
Former President Obama
had a stroke of genius and
decided, once again, to at-
tack, castigate and lecture
Black men during a speech
in October. Maybe he for-
got that approximately
eight-in-ten Black voters
— both women (84%) and
men (81%) — are Demo-
crats or lean Democratic.
Mr. President, note to self,
don’t attack your base that

close to an election. Em-
brace them. Trump em-
braced his.

The Obama/Biden cam-
paign promised to deliver
federal codification of Roe.
Over two terms, they failed
to deliver. The Biden/Har-
ris campaign promised the
same thing and failed to
deliver. With women’s re-
productive rights as a lead
issue of the Haris/Waltz
campaign, why would vot-
ers trust that she would de-
liver now?

VP Harris chose to em-
brace the endorsement of
former ultra-conservative,
war hawk, Republican VP
Dick Cheney, over working
closer with Senator Bernie
Sanders (I-VM). She tra-
versed the campaign trail
with former Representative
Liz Cheney (R-WY) who

voted with Trump 93 per-
cent of the time, instead of
campaigning with Senator
Elizabeth Warren (D-MA).
These are just two exam-
ples of how the Democrats
have moved to the political
right and realigned them-
selves with political adver-
saries that were once con-
sidered extremists, instead
of securing their base.

The traditional Republi-
cans did not win. MAGA
won. Project 2025 won.
The  kleptocrats  won.
America will now be gov-
erned by the pathocracy,
the inmates have taken
control of the asylum. Vot-
ers did not fall for it. They
clearly voted for it and
America is about to get
what these folks voted for.
JD Vance is being groomed
to carry the banner forward
after Trump is done. Are
you ready for that? It might

very well be a long cold
winter in America.

As we continue to do this
autopsy and/or requiem for
a failed presidential cam-
paign and a party, African
Americans who have been
so loyal and ideologically
wedded to the Democratic
party may want to recon-
sider this alliance. Former
President Bill Clinton and
his DLC acolytes have
taken the party so far to
the right that if he were
alive today, Ronald Reagan
would be considered a con-
servative Democrat.

Historically, those are
not our politics and that’s
why our continued support
of it, without it supporting
us makes no sense. DuBois
told us in 1956, “I shall
not go to the polls. I have
not registered. 1 believe
that democracy has so far
disappeared in the United

States that no “two evils”
exist. There is but one evil
party with two names, and
it will be elected despite all
I can do or say.” As Fred
Hampton said, this is why
you continue to “... come
up with answers that don’t
answer, explanations that
don’t explain, you’ll come
up with conclusions that
don’t conclude...”

So, if you really want to
understand why VP Har-
ris and the Democrats lost,
don’t blame misogynist
Latino males or “the White
man”. Look inward and
self-assess before placing
blame on those around you.
Because contrary to popu-
lar belief, Harris/Waltz
(just like Clinton/Kaine)
was a lousy campaign.

“And [ see the robins,
yeah, perched in barren
tree tops

Watching last-ditch rac-

>

ists marching across the
floor

And like the peace sign
that vanished in our dreams

That never had a chance
to grow

Somebody want to go tell
them it's winter

Its cold, it’s like winter
in America...”

Winter In America — Gil
Scott-Heron

Dr. Wilmer Leon, a Trice
Edney News Wire colum-
nist, is a national broad-
cast radio talk-show host;
author of Politics Another
Perspective; and host of
the podcast, Connecting
the Dots w/ Dr. Wilmer
Leon. Contact: www.wil-
merleon.com or email:
wjl3us@yahoo.com. www.
twitter.com/drwleon  and
Dr. Leon’s Prescription at
Facebook.com © 2024 In-
foWave Communications,
LLC.
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U.S. election systems strong, despite growing

dlsruptlons caused by disinformation

By Lori Lee
NDG Contributing Writer

Americans were bom-
barded with misinforma-
tion during the 2024 elec-
tion, as Russia, China, and
North Korea manipulated
messaging through social
media, Intelligence Com-
mittee Chair Mark Warner
said in an October Ethnic
Media Services briefing.
The global interference
was even more pronounced
than in 2020, as deep fakes
and misinformation have
grown increasingly sophis-
ticated.

The good news, said
Warner, the security of our
voting systems, staff, and
machinery is quite good.
This, despite concerns ear-
lier in the year over elec-
tion officials abandoning
their posts due to security
threats.

On election day, officials
were well prepared to re-

spond to the bomb threats
in battleground states, after
training for various scenari-
os and updating emergency
plans, the Associated Press
reported. The FBI said the

threats originated from
Russian email domains,
though that doesn’t neces-
sarily mean they actually
came from Russia.

Their goal -- to under-
mine American confidence
and to gradually diminish
U.S. power, according to
Emerson Brooking, resi-

dent senior fellow at the
Atlantic Council’s Digital
Forensic Research Lab,
which tracks foreign disin-
formation. Russia, in par-
ticular, preferred to have
President-elect Trump in
power because he is seen
as less likely to support as-
sistance for Ukraine, said
Brooking.

Iran, on the other hand,
is likely to want to under-
mine Trump, while China
is focused less at the presi-
dential level as much, and

Historles / Uns})lash

more in down-ballot races,
added Warner.

These countries have all
realized it is increasingly
cost effective to spread
such misinformation, ex-
plained Warner, often sim-
ply amplifying conspiracy
theories already circulating
on the web. Many Ameri-

Q
&
=3
1z

¢
»
oo
o
e}
o
'&1
@
[N
g

~<
o
@
i

2
5 tain political candidates,
§ have grown more and more

= willing to believe such in-

formation, despite having
no basis in fact, Warner
added.

During the current elec-
tion, there was a dispropor-
tionate focus of disinforma-
tion to Latino and Jewish
communities in America,
while in 2016, Russia em-
phasized misinformation to
African-American commu-
nities, said Warber.

All the social media and
technology platforms have
been putting fewer resourc-
es into monitoring their

content since 2020, said
Warner, the most extreme
example being X, whose
owner actually perpetrates
disinformation. There have
also been enormous chal-
lenges with TikTok due
to its ownership by Byte-
Dance and control by the
Communist Party of China,
he said.

Despite that U.S. secu-
rity does monitor and try to
prevent disinformation and
misinformation coming
from foreign adversaries,
Americans, of course, have
First Amendment rights
that allow them to claim
anything they want, even
though it may be slightly
crazy, said Warner. Yet, if
these claims are amplified
by a foreign spy service,
the U.S. can try to prevent
this activity.

Nations like Sweden,
which have had Russian in-
terference for a number of
years, is pretty good about

advising people to simply
dismiss the information,
said Warner.

Because we don’t all
vote into a central voting
tally the way Venezuela
does, for example, it’s more
difficult to hack into U.S.
election systems. That’s the
good news, said Warner.
The bad news is, though,
when candidates and indi-
viduals, continue to make
baseless claims about vot-
ing systems the way they
have about the company
Dominion, this undermines
confidence in our elections.

The U.S. government
took all precautions to
strengthen both physical
and cybersecurity for vot-
ing locations, spending
enormous amounts of time
and money to strength-
en physical protection,
through the addition of
bulletproof glass, as well as
other protections for elec-
tion workers, said Warner.

These Texas Lottery Commission scratch ticket games will be closing soon:
Official it
Game Name / Odds Close of End ug!::"']m
Game
5 Times Lucky
2639 Overall Odds are 1 in 4.54 12/1824 6/16/23
Silver Armadillo Dollar$
S0 Overall Odds are 1in 4.34 85 1e/1%/ed 6/16/25
$100,000 Money Mania
2562 Overall Odds are 1 in 4.35 $5 12/18/24 LS
$1,000,000 Cash Blast
2514 Overall Odds are 1 in 3.41 520 12118724 6/16/25
$750 Million Winner's Circle
2053 Overall Odds are 1 in 2.88 $30 12fgrz4 61625
Texaslotbery.com is the official source for all pertinent game information. Game cosing procadures may ke initiated
for documented business reasons. These games may have przes unckaimed, including top prizes. In addition, game —TEY | §—
chosing procedures will be initiated when all top prizes have been daimed. During dosing, games may be sold even L l] T TE H [.j ’
after all Lop prines have been clamied. Must be 18 or oider 1o punchase a Bckel For help with a gamibling problem,
ncpgambling.org. © 2024 Texas Lottery Commission. PLAY RESPONSELY
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We l@]gy Ugly RHeuses

- Pretty Houses
Ugly Houses
Divorce
Inheritance
Problem Tenants
Need Repairs
Vacant House

Fire Damage
Estate Sale
Behind on payments
CALL 972-665-0170

W@ Ei@]y HOUSES o Fastl
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Taking a pause whlle reaching the halfway mark

Joyce
Foreman
Dallas ISD
District 6

It’s hard to believe the
first semester of the 2024-
2025 school year is almost
over.

The holidays are now
upon us, and I want to take
a minute to remind every-
one to stop, breathe, and
enjoy the season. In this
spirit of gratitude, I want to
extend my heartfelt thank
you to the principals, teach-
ers, and staff of D6 for their
hard work and dedication
to our students. Your work
doesn’t go unnoticed, and
we are grateful for all that

you do

District 6 hosts Com-
munity Listening Session:
I want to thank everyone for
participating in the Com-
munity Listening meetings

Professor Tonya M.
and the high stakes of Trump’s Agenda 47 and Project 2025

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

In a recent appearance
on Let It Be Known News,
Professor Tonya M. Ev-
ans—an expert in fintech
law at Penn State Dickin-
son Law and a prominent
figure in digital asset strat-
egy—discussed the evolv-
ing landscape of crypto-
currency, particularly its
impact on Black America.
As an advisor on fintech
policy through her com-
pany Advantage Evans,
LLC, and a board member
of Digital Currency Group,
Evans is deeply invested in
guiding Black investors

across the c1ty. As you are
aware, the David W. Carter
High School meeting was
canceled due to inclement
weather. However, many
of you were able to join the

tesy photo

virtual meeting. I enjoyed
meeting the families and
students and learning more
about their vision for Dal-
las ISD. These conversa-
tions are important because
our district is resetting its
five-year priorities, which
are going to serve as a
guide for student achieve-
ment goals and the overall
direction of the district. To
give your input, email me
at  joyceforeman(@dalla-
sisd.org. You can also visit
the district’s website to take
he online survey.

Discover Dallas ISD:
Thank you to all of the Dis-
trict 6 schools who showed
up for Discover Dallas!
This event showcases all
that our school district has
to offer, from specialty

TetD 29251.6

In the face of increasing hype and misinformation, Evans encouraged Black investors to pursue a clear
understanding of cryptocurrency, noting that education is key.(Photo via NNPA)

through the complex world
of cryptocurrency.

Evans’ insights align

with the ongoing discus-
sions surrounding her re-
cent Forbes article, “Can

the Crypto Industry Sur-
vive Trump’s Agenda 47
and Project 2025?” She

schools and programs to
our neighborhood schools,
which have been the heart
of our communities for
years, providing a rich leg-
acy we all proudly share. I
am glad they are marketing
their schools early in the
school year and was proud
to see D6 well represented.
For those who did not at-
tend Discover Dallas ISD,
you missed an opportunity
to apply on site for a choice
school for 2025-2026.
However, you can still ap-
ply by visiting the Dallas
ISD website or participat-
ing in one of our virtual
sessions Dec. 7 and Jan. 18.
For more information, visit
the Dallas ISD website.
Upcoming Thanksgiv-
ing Break: As a reminder,

highlighted the friction
between the government’s
regulatory initiatives, pri-
oritizing national sover-
eignty, and the decentral-
ized ideals at the heart of
digital currencies like Bit-
coin.

In the face of increasing
hype and misinformation,
Evans encouraged Black
investors to pursue a clear
understanding of crypto-
currency, noting that edu-
cation is key. “There are
several trusted resources
available to help investors
learn more about crypto
risks and rewards,” she
advised. She added that
thorough research and
skepticism toward “get

schools will be closed from
Nov. 25-29 for Thanksgiv-
ing Break. I wish everyone
a Happy Thanksgiving and
hope you enjoy some well-
deserved time off with your
family.

Free student meals over
Thanksgiving Break: To
help fight hunger among
children in our Dallas com-
munity during the Thanks-
giving Break, Dallas ISD
will provide free meals to
all students 18 years and
younger and children with
disabilities up to age 21.
Starting Nov. 25, three
breakfasts and three lunch-
es will be served while sup-
plies last. Please visit the
Dallas ISD Food and Child
Nutrition website for more
information.

Evans on cryptocurrency, Black wealth,

rich quick” schemes are
vital for protection against
scams.

The potential of cryp-
tocurrency to bridge the
racial wealth gap remains
a key topic among Black
investors. With low entry
barriers, crypto promises
accessibility, yet without
serious consumer protec-
tions, it remains fraught
with risk. Evans empha-
sized the need for Black
investors to adopt strate-
gies for minimizing losses
amid volatility, advising
the establishment of back-
up plans to protect invest-
ments. For Black families,

See CRYPTO, Page 8

Check us out on Facebook!

Like our page to stay current with all the news and events in DFW!
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Dallas natives Shedeur Sanders and Kevin Jennings

eye college football playoff opportunities

By Jamal Baker
NDG Contributing Writer

Under the Friday night
lights of a Texas high
school football game is
where you will find some
of the most elite talent on
the gridiron. Shedeur Sand-
ers played his high school
ball at Trinity Christian
High School in Cedar Hill,
Texas and Kevin Jennings
served as signal-caller for
the South Oak Cliff Golden
Bears in Oak Cliff, Texas.
Both were state champions
and three-star recruits en-
tering the college ranks—
now seizing the chance to
compete in the expanded
College Football Playoff.

Jennings and the SMU
Mustangs are undefeated
in conference play during
their first season as a mem-
ber of the Atlantic Coast
Conference. The Universi-
ty of Miami’s stunning loss
to Georgia Tech puts SMU
in the driver’s seat to reach
the 2024 ACC Champion-
ship. Coming off a bye,

Shedeur Sanders (left) and Kevin Jennings (right) (Sanders photo /2C2K
Photography (CC BY 2.0) Jennins photo / SMU, NDG Composite)

SMU prepares to face a
Boston College team that
defeated them in last year’s
Wasabi Fenway Bowl. In
his sophomore season, Jen-
nings has led the Mustangs
to sole possession of first
place in the ACC.

“We believe in Kevin.
We know him by the work
that he puts in every sin-
gle day,” SMU QB coach
D’Eriq King said.

There are three teams
in the ACC competing for
two spots—SMU, Clem-
son, and Miami are right in
the thick of things for one
of the conference champi-
onship berths. Controlling

their own destiny, SMU is
on a mission to finish the
season strong and remain
undefeated in conference
play.

The Colorado Buffaloes
rallied past Texas Tech
in a 41-27 comeback vic-
tory. Sanders was named
Big 12 Offensive Player
of the Week after throw-
ing for 293 yards and three
touchdowns and rushing
for a score. Colorado has
moved to second place in
the Big 12 standings and
positioned themselves to
potentially take part in
the Big 12 Champion-
ship Game versus BYU.

>

<
CRYPTO, from Page 6

staying informed about
new regulations is essen-
tial, as crypto’s largely un-
regulated market can make
it challenging to avoid fi-
nancial pitfalls.
“Cryptocurrency  was
marketed as a tool for fi-
nancial freedom for Black
Americans—a way to by-
pass banks, build wealth,
and close the racial wealth
gap,” Evans noted. How-
ever, after the 2022 market
crash, that promise faded
for many. While Bitcoin
remains a significant play-
er, a lack of solid consum-

er safeguards leaves Black
investors vulnerable to yet
another risk cycle.

Political dynamics fur-
ther complicate this land-
scape. With the influence
of crypto-backed super
PACs in the 2024 elec-
tion, millions have been
funneled to maintain light
regulations. Evans ob-
served that crypto’s sway
in Washington benefits
those who can bear finan-
cial risk, underscoring the
uneven playing field that
often excludes marginal-
ized communities.

As Donald Trump pre-
pares to re-enter the presi-
dency, his pivot from de-
nouncing cryptocurrency
as a “scam” to launching
his own platform, World
Liberty Financial (WLFI),
raises questions about eth-
ics and transparency in the
rapidly expanding digital
asset market. Critics argue
that Trump’s venture into
crypto could be less about
financial innovation and
more about political and
personal gain, especially
as he positions WLFI as a
groundbreaking platform
despite the involvement of
controversial figures.

The Buffaloes also con-
trol their own destiny and
have cemented themselves
as a legit College Football
Playoff Contender. Sanders
credits the trust and col-
lectiveness the team has in
one another.

“We knew we could do
it, there was never any
pressure or anything. We
have that confidence as a
team, if the defense gives
up something, they gone
figure it out. For example,
if offensively we’re not go-
ing, the defense knowl[s]

Medical expenses
preaking the

we gone figure [it] out,”
Sanders stated postgame.

Colorado continues to
silence naysayers by han-
dling their business on the
field. This season’s success
is a complete turnaround
from last year—all doubt-
ers owe Sanders and com-
pany an apology.

Jennings and Sanders
have done admirable jobs
leading their respective
schools throughout the sea-
son. If each can win their
conference championship,
they clinch an automatic

bank?

bid to the College Football
Playoff. With both paths
being clear and set, it is up
to the Dallas-bred quarter-
backs to deliver by playing
championship level foot-
ball. Jennings and Sand-
ers are no strangers to high
pressure moments and are
built to lead their teams to
the promised land. These
young men continue to
represent the city of Dallas
with pride and to the high-
est standard—in the words
of rapper Big Tuck, ‘South
Da Reealist.’

®
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HSA Health Savings Account

Happy State Bank’s Health Savings Account (HSA) is for individuals
with a high-deductible health plan. Happy State Bank’s HSA is sure
to help with your health care expenses.

BENEFITS OF AN HSA

+  Earn monthly interest on money =
= 24-hour banking convenience .
+  Easy expense tracking

Less paper clutter
Save money to help pay for
high or unexpected medical bills

OPEN YOUR HSA AT A BRANCH TODAY
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO LEARN MORE!

HAPPYBANK.COM A Home BancShares Company (NYSE: HOMB)

Account specifically designed for those with high deductible health plans. Qualifications required, accoum has
coneribution limivs and may hobd rax ramifications, Consult a vax professional for HSA qualifications and tax
benefits, Maximum comribution lmdes apply. Cenain ransacrion fees, limivadons and requirements may
apply. Please refer o the product terms and condirions or see Bank for details. Happy Scave Bank does not
charge you a fee for using Mobile Banking. Your wireless carrier's dava and vext message raves may apply. See
A CUsIomer seTvice representative for oarrent rane information, caloalaion methed and w obtain a copy of our

Truth in Savings Disclosure,
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Film Review: Nothing can prepare you for ‘Emilia Perez

By Dwight Brown
NNPA Film Critic

(***1/2) Nothing in law
school prepared her for this.
Not the bar exam. Mock tri-
als. Nothing!

Only creative, forward-
thinking and innovative
filmmakers could concoct
this modern-day life-of-
crime fable. Those ac-
colades describe writer/
director Jacques Audiard
(A Prophet) and his co-
screenwriters Thomas Bi-
degain and Nicolas Livec-
chi. They’re telling a tale
that will rock audiences’
world. A parable so differ-
ent ears won'’t believe what
they hear. Eyeballs will be
glued to the screen. And
that’s just the beginning.

Rita (Zoe Saldana, Ava-
tar) is a very successful de-
fense lawyer who lives and
works in Mexico. She’s so
good she gets guilty creeps
off the hook even when they
deserve to go to the slam-
mer. Her success doesn’t
go unnoticed. She gets a
mysterious phone call, “Do
you want to become rich?”
It’s for a job she doesn’t
want and declines. Unfor-
tunately for her, no is not
an acceptable answer. Next
thing she knows, she’s been
kidnapped and is facing
the menacing leader of a
drug cartel. Rita is scared
to death as Manitas Del
Monte (Karla Sofia Gas-
con), with his evil stare,
gravelly voice and metal-
grill teeth, demands her ser-
vices. Defense lawyer? No.
Consigliere? Closer. How
about leader of his transi-
tion team.

The fresh, mind-boggling
narrative captures attention
and holds it throughout.
Audiences won’t gain their
equilibrium again until the

film ends. That’s 2h 10m
later (editor, the very bril-
liant Juliette Welfling). Not
willing to make things easy
for anybody, the filmmak-
ers made this movie a mu-
sical too. Characters sing
and dance. They break into
song at good or awkward
moments. The pulsating
musical score in the be-
ginning is entrancing. But
some of the song/dance
routines feel Broadwayish.
Some like musical videos.
Others like a fashion shoot.

However, the words
and music, unlike those in
Joker Folie a Deux, define
scenes, distinguish char-
acters, extend emotions or
further the plot. Sometimes
the breaking into song feels
organic. Sometimes disrup-
tive in a plotline that needs
no enhancements. Saldana
is a decent singer, a better
dancer. Selena Gomez and
other cast members have
stellar voices that can sell
records. Still nothing is
imperfect enough to detour
attention from the riveting
storyline. Nothing.

Rita helps Manitas be-
come his better self. The

Zoe Saldana in Emila Perez(Image via NNPA)

machinations involved,
from finding international
surgeons like Dr. Was-
serman  (Mark  Ivanir,
Schindler’s List) and op-
erating rooms, to learning
how to accommodate her
newly transformed boss
Emilia, keep Rita on her
toes. She also has to jug-
gle the lives of Manitas’
wife Jessi (Gomez) and his
two sons. They’re moved
around under the decep-
tion that their lives are in
danger, and they must live
on the lam. Jessi’s lover
Gustavo (Edgar Ramirez,
TV miniseries Carlos) is in
the picture. Epifinia (Adri-
ana Paz), a battered wife,
who becomes Emilia’s new
friend, is added to the new
extended family. Jealousy,
threats and guns add com-
plexities. How will this all
coalesce? Where will this
lead?

Saldana, Gomez, Paz
and Gascon intermesh
well, pushing each other’s
performances to greater
heights. Saldana demon-
strates a certain dexterity
as a lawyer who becomes
a fixer. Gomez plays Jes-

si like a lamb lost in the
woods. A lamb with a
strong libido, “Gustavo, my
p---- still hurts when I think
of you.” She’s a wife who

@ THE SEMIOR SOURCE"™

Are you an older adult living independently,
or a caregiver for a loved one?

Join us for the

DALLAS COUNTY

CAREGIVER
RESOURCE FAIR

P DALLAS
. ¥ COLLEGE

LARE.

knows her dead husband’s
cruelty well, “He’d cut us
into pieces and feed us to
the dogs.” Ivanir is one of
the better singers. Ramirez
has an edge that makes you
feel like Gustavo is reck-
less. But when Oscar noms
are announced, if there’s
justice in this world, Gas-
c6n may make history and
gain an Oscar nom for Best
Actress. Hard to ignore the
magic she creates as she
navigates between OG car-
tel head and a sweet lover
with a jealous streak.
Jumping between violent
action scenes, brightly lit
operating rooms and low-
light bedrooms seems easy
for cinematographer Paul
Guilhaume (Paris, 13th
District). Adding to the
footage’s visual flair looks
like second nature for pro-

Entertainment
I 4

duction designer Emmanu-
elle Duplay (Anatomy of a
Fall) and costume designer
Virginie Montel (A Proph-
et). The very daring music
by Camille and Clément
Ducol sets this film apart.
Some songs are power-
ful. Some not. Yet viewers
and listeners will take the
great with the not so great
in stride.

The very versatile French
director Jacques Audiard
can add musical film to his
eclectic resume. This proj-
ect idea came to him dur-
ing COVID, when he read
the 2018 novel Ecoute, by
Boris Razon. Now with this
inventive production, com-
bined with previous work
like the immigrant prison/
drama A Prophet and mod-

See PEREZ, Page 13

Connect with local resources to get valuable information to
help reduce stress on your caregiving journey.

Saturday,
November 23

9:00 a.m.=-1:00 P-m-

Dallas College
West Dallas Center
3330 N Hampton Rd,

Dallas,

X 75212

Registration is free but required at:
dallas-seniors.org/RF1123

or CSP@atheseniorsource.org

or call (214) 823-5700
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NDGBook Review: Cookbooks for the Family by various authors

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

“Tis the season.

The season to bundle
up when going outside. To
anticipate a holiday tune
or two, to admire lights
on your evening walk or
to decorate your own win-
dows. ‘Tis the season to
start looking for recipes to
wow your guests this year,
so why not check out these
great cookbooks...

Just gazing at the cover
of “Al Roker’s Recipes
to Live By” by Al Roker
with Courtney Roker Laga
(Legacy Lit, $35) is going
to make you hungry. Just
paging through it is go-
ing to make you confident
because what’s in here
are easy-to-make dishes
that your family will want
again. Check out the sand-
wich section for those left-
overs.

You don’t have to be

from Wisconsin to want
“Extra! Extra! Eat All
About It! by Jane Conway
and Randi Julia Ramsden
(Wisconsin Historical So-
ciety Press, $30). What you
will need, though, is an ad-
venturous spirit to try the
old-time suggestions and
a willingness to enjoy the
articles that go with them.

Tasty recipes plus tasty his-
tory equals a yummy book
for the person who likes to
read cookbooks and then
actually use them.

Of course, you want
to bring the kids into the
kitchen so they can host you
someday, right? So have
“Kids Cook Everything” by
Mark Bittman (HarperCol-

lins Harvest, $35), a nice
hefty book that’s meant for
the budding cook in two
nice ways: this cookbook
is easy for the 10-and-up
reader to follow, and the
recipes in here are both kid
favorites and kid-enticing.
The sidebars and illustra-
tions just make it better. Be
aware that you’ll want to be

around to lend a hand, but

then... how could you not,

with this fun book?
For littler kids who need

a little-kid-friendly first

cookbook, find “Look and

Cook Breakfast” by Valorie

Fisher (Astra Young Read-

ers, $19.99). Step-by-step

pictures make this book

perfect for the smallest
§ kitchen helper, ages five to
2 eight.

So your shelves are full
= of cookbooks, thankyo-
3 uverymuch, but you still
E want to read something
& new about food? Then look

for “Cold Kitchen: A Year

of Culinary Journeys” by

Caroline Eden (Blooms-

bury, $27.99), and take a

trip through Eastern Eu-

rope and Central Asia with

Eden, a Scottish writer

who’s happy to have you

along. You won'’t find reci-
pes in this book, but you’ll
find plenty of inspiration.

hlichenmeye

Likewise, there are no
recipes inside “Wild Choc-
olate: Across the Ameri-
cas in Sarch of Cacao’s
Soul” by Rowan Jacobsen
(Bloomsbury, $28.99) but
chocolate. Chocolate in its
most raw form, in its most
hard-to-reach form, and
how its fervent fans are
working to ensure that the
wild cacao doesn’t disap-
pear. It’s a tale of adven-
ture, perfect for reading be-
tween meals and with a big
bar of, well, you know...

And if these great cook-
books aren’t enough for
your hosting pleasure or
your kitchen counter, then
head to your favorite book-
store or library and ask to
see the cookbook section.
Better yet, ask if your fa-
vorite bookseller or librari-
an has some favorite dishes
and where they got them.
Because ‘tis the season for
(r)eating.

CASA applauds Mavericks and local heroes at Champion of Children dinner

Dallas CASA’s Cham-
pion of Children Award
Dinner on October 18 cel-
ebrated the Dallas Mav-
ericks for their impactful
work in the community.

Mavericks owner Pat-
rick Dumont and CEO
Cynt Marshall accepted
the Jan and Judge Bare-
foot Sanders Champion of
Children Award to enthu-

siastic applause from fans
just days before the season
opener.

The evening featured
Sixto Cancel, founder of
Think of Us, who shared

his personal foster care
journey and the impor-
tance of family connec-
tions for foster youth.
Hosted by event co-chairs
Janice and Richard Davis

and Nicki and Paul Staf-
ford, with Bob Mong as
honorary chair the night
brought together Dallas
CASA supporters, judges,
and board members, all

inspired by the Mavericks’
commitment to bettering
Dallas.

(Find more photos from
the event on our website at
northdallasgazette.com.)

(Left) Michael LaValle, Kathleen M. LaValle, Patrick Dumont, Sivan Dumont, Cynt Marshall, Kenneth Marshall, Shirley Marshall and Anthony Marshall, (Middle) Award presentation; Patrick Dumont, Cynt Marshall
and Scott Orr, (Right) Forrest Hoglund, Kristy Hoglund Robinson and Sally Hoglund. (Photos by Kristina Bowman Photography)
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A loan shark in your pocket: Cellphone cash advance apps
Fast-growing app usage leaves many consumers worse off

By Charlene Crowell

Many Americans contin-
ue to find it challenging to
keep up with the rising cost
of living. Despite economic
reports attesting to a grow-
ing broad economy, the ma-
jority of Americans’ house-
hold finances feel insecure
— especially people who
live paycheck to paycheck
with little or no savings.

The financial market-
place has responded to this
ongoing consumer cash
crunch with an emerging
predatory lending product
designed to take full advan-
tage of consumers’ finan-
cial mismatch: earned wage
advances (EWA). These
cash advance products are
small, short-term loans,
typically ranging from $40
to $200, that are repaid on
the consumer’s next pay-
day either directly from a
bank account or as a pay-
roll deduction. They’re also
conveniently available with
a few clicks on borrowers’
smartphones.

But as with other preda-
tory loans, wage advances
also create a deceptive and
highly profitable cycle of
debt built upon repeated
reborrowing with interest
equivalent to 300 percent
annual percentage rates
or more. In most cases,
these cash advances also
lead to frequent overdraft
fees. The combined repeat
borrowing and high costs
result in unsuspecting con-
sumers learning the so-
called convenience brought
more — not less — financial
hardship.

This summer, the Con-
sumer Financial Protection
Bureau shared its early
analysis of this growing
market segment, including
key data points:

* The number of trans-
actions processed by these
providers grew by over
90% from 2021 to 2022,
with more than 7 million
workers accessing approxi-
mately $22 billion in 2022;

» The average transac-
tion amount ranged from
$35 to $200, with an over-
all average transaction size
of $106, and the average
worker accessed $3,000 in
funds per year.; and

The average worker in
their study had 27 earned
wage transactions per year,
and a strong growth in fre-
quent usage of at least once
a month rising from 41%
in 2021 to nearly 50% in
2022.

More recently, the Center
for Responsible Lending
(CRL), released a new pol-
icy brief entitled, Paying to
be Paid: Consumer Protec-
tions Needed for Earned
Wage Advances and Other
Fintech Cash Advances.

“By offering predatory
credit with just a few taps
on your cell phone, cash ad-
vance apps are a loan shark
in your pocket. This report
shows many cash advance
app borrowers are trapped
in a cycle of debt like that
experienced by payday
loan borrowers,” said Can-
dice Wang, senior research-
er at CRL. “Cash advance
app companies issue loans
with triple-digit annual in-
terest rates in nearly every
corner of America — even
where those rates are il-
legally high — inflicting fi-
nancial pain on a growing
number of consumers.”

CRL’s analysis of EWA
harms wrought in 18 states
from January 2021 through
June 2024, led to three key
findings on its impacts on
low- to- moderate-income
consumers:

» Many cash advance app
borrowers are trapped in a
debt cycle and the heavi-
est users drive the busi-
ness model. Repeat use of
advances is common and
high-frequency users ac-
counted for 38% of us-
ers and 86% of advances.
Many users borrowed from
multiple apps simultane-
ously. Nearly half of all
borrowers had used mul-
tiple companies in the same
month.

* App use is associated
with increased overdraft
fees and payday loan use.

* Consumers across states
are experiencing similar
harms. The eighteen states
analyzed had similar pat-
terns of repeat borrowing
and overdraft use.

States studied included:
Arkansas, Arizona, Califor-
nia, Colorado, Connecticut,
Georgia, Illinois, Massa-
chusetts, Maryland, Michi-
gan, Minnesota, North
Carolina, New Jersey, New
York, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Virginia, and Washington.

An earlier and related
CRL report released this
April, cited the federal
Government Account-
ability Office (GAO) find-
ing that the share of users
earning less than $50,000
a year ranged from 59%
to 97% across four differ-
ent advance companies that
separately provided these
percentages. A survey of
low-income workers re-
ceiving government ben-
efits found that 51% had
used or downloaded direct-
to-consumer apps and 16%
had used them once a week.

Most importantly, this re-
port included comments by
consumers who used cash
apps to make ends meet.

“I usually use them every
time I get paid because they

take out their payment and
usually my check is short
because [ use the apps and I
have to go back and re-bor-
row almost every time I get
paid. It has been harder to
save money, because I of-
ten find myself paying back
more than what I borrowed
every time and that sets me
back for paying off other
things.” —Ayanna
Resolving this growing
predatory product would
best be addressed by a vigi-
lant combination of more
state and federal financial
regulation. It took decades
of consumer advocacy
before 20 states and the

District of Columbia en-
acted payday lending rate
caps that made triple-digit
lending illegal. Even so,
the other 30 states without
comparable regulation still
drain nearly $3 billion in
fees annually.

Fortunately, one state at-
torney general, Maryland’s
Anthony Brown, wrote a
related guest column in the
Baltimore Sun that reads in
part:

“EWA providers claim
that they offer an impor-
tant service. But Maryland
workers, many of whom
live paycheck-to-paycheck,
cannot afford exorbitant in-

terest on these loans which
diminish their hard-earned
wages. Although my office
understands the inconve-
nience caused by employ-
ers who don’t pay workers
frequently enough, or bills
that come due between pay-
checks, the answer is not
payday and other predatory
loans that charge more than
permitted by law.”

The quest for financial
fairness must go on.

Charlene Crowell is a
senior fellow with the Cen-
ter for Responsible Lend-
ing. She can be reached at
Charlene.crowell@respon-
siblelending.org.

November 1, 2024

Rate: Negotiable

pending on position)

Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor do-
ing business in the North Texas market since 1963. With clients such
as TxDOT, Dallas County Public Works, and the Cities of Dallas, Fort
Worth, Richardson, and Mansfield (plus many others), we have a
strong backlog of work in the highway market locally.

We are currently hiring for the following positions:

* CDL Drivers (Haul Truck)

* Boom Mobile Crane (CDL)

* Laborer (Paving, Structures)

* Motor Grader Operator (Earthwork)
Available: multiple openings

Must have own transportation.
Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (de-

Physical and Drug Screen Required
Must have a Clear Background
Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs.)

Ed Bell
Construction
Company

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Must apply in PERSON, Monday - Friday from 8am to 11am
@ 10605 Harry Hines Blvd.
Please visit our website: www.edbellconstruction.com/careers
Or email your resume to: careers{@edbellconstruction.com

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com
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receive reparations for cen-
turies of racism and dis-
crimination.

White college students
who, in his opinion, have
suffered because of diver-
sity, equity, and inclusion
policies have received a
signal from Trump that he
would extend reparative
measures to them. He’s
vowed to ramp up law en-
forcement efforts targeting
minority communities, with
plans to reinstate contro-
versial stop-and-frisk laws,
grant sweeping immunity
to police, and dismantle
the Department of Justice’s
civil rights division.

For Biden, the White
House meeting on Wednes-
day may have been just
another statesmanlike duty,
another handshake for the
cameras. But for Black
Americans, the stakes are
disturbingly real. The prom-

ise of a Trump administra-
tion heavy-handed in law
enforcement and dismissive
of civil rights is not a distant
threat; it’s an imminent one.
As Biden offered his con-
gratulations, Black Ameri-
cans, knowing that white
women and white men were
responsible for the 2024
election results, were left
with the image of a presi-
dent who appeared shielded
by privilege, watching as
the same Oval Office wel-
comed back a leader intent
on unraveling hard-fought
protections.

As the fire crackled be-
hind the two in the Oval
Office, Biden wished for a
smooth  transition—ironi-
cally, the same gesture
Trump had denied him
four years ago—and Black
America could only look
on with trepidation and the
unmistakable privilege that

white America has fought
so viciously to deny peo-
ple of color. Under Trump,
Black Americans saw po-
lice-involved deaths rise,
racist rhetoric embolden
hate groups, and policies fa-
voring predominantly white
and affluent communities.
Now, with the incoming
Trump-led administration
reinvigorated, communities
across the nation are brac-
ing themselves for poli-
cies that echo Jim Crow’s
shadow.

In this return to power,
Trump brings with him
a promise of transforma-
tion—one that may bear lit-
tle good news for commu-
nities of color. His rhetoric
on law enforcement paints
a vision of a “police state,”
where “order” is synony-
mous with marginalization
and where civil liberties
are an afterthought. The ad-
ministration’s proposed re-
forms under Project 2025 or

ISmM

stipend.

NDG is looking for a Journalism Intern for a 6
month assignment to cover community events
on site in the Irving area.

* Must be an aspiring writer looking to gain
some experience or a school credit in Journal-

* Must have transportation, a valid driver’s
license and vehicle Insurance. Assignment re-
quires candidates to work on and offsite.

« Contract pay is $13.75 per hour plus gas

* Hours are 12 to 15 hours per week.

Please send resume or inquiries to:
businessoffice@northdallasgazette.com

Facebook.com/

NorthDallasGazette

Agenda 47 promise further
marginalization of those al-
ready most affected by sys-
temic injustices.

As Biden shook Trump’s
hand, the widening chasm
between the lived experi-
ence of Black people and
the political theater of the
day was apparent. Confed-
erates who remain heroes of
Trump and those ensconced
in the MAGA movement
are likely to replace the por-
traits of historical figures
like Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt and Martin Luther
King Jr. that currently line
the Oval Office. Trump has
spoken openly of his oppo-
sition to removing Confed-
erate monuments and relics
that honor those who fought

to retain slavery in America.
While the two men
smiled and shook hands,
it’s likely that the lives of
Biden and Trump and many
who look like them—par-
ticularly those who enjoy
their wealth—will, at worst,
remain unchanged. In con-
trast, Black Americans—
and other communities of
color—are set to face an
administration chomping at
the bit to eradicate all civil
rights protections afforded
minorities. Trump’s ap-
proach has already embold-
ened hate groups, stirred
racist sentiments, and fur-
ther divided the nation.
Still, Biden, seated com-
fortably within the privileg-
es that come with his office

>

and with being white and
wealthy, offered a “smooth
transition” to a man who
promised to tighten the grip
of authority on communi-
ties that have fought hardest
for equity and justice.

“Privilege meeting privi-
lege isn’t just about two
men shaking hands,” said
one administration offi-
cial who asked to remain
anonymous and who will be
without a job come January
20. “It’s about a system that
protects itself, a system that
tells Black America, ‘It’s
your turn to wait—again.’
And while they exchange
niceties, Black America
holds its breath, knowing
that the fight for justice got
a lot harder.”

Check us out on Youtube!

i
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Kris Black Jasper and Gabriel D. Hill
Now Producing

(.{HOME.H

at Jubilee Theater

""'I:E Scan to go to:
The NDGLive

2 YouTube

w3
o (and "Like" us)

' By "liking™ us, you will be entered into
an upcoming promotional contest for
tickets to area entertainment events!

Channel
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NAACP launches $200 million fund to transform venture capital landscape

(Black PR Wire) WASH-
INGTON - Recently, dur-
ing a dealmaking summit
for investors, venture capi-
talists, and entrepreneurs
in New York City, the
NAACP, the nation’s larg-
est civil rights organiza-
tion, announced the launch
of NAACP Capital, a fund
of funds that will invest in
fund managers and startups
that are focused on closing
gaps facing communities
of color. The fund, which
seeks to raise $200 million,
was conceptualized in part-
nership with Kapor Capital
and Kapor Center, along
with a team of nine venture
fund managers.

NAACP President &
CEO, Derrick Johnson re-
leased the following state-
ment in celebration of the
Fund’s launch:

“As an ever-evolving

legacy organization, the
NAACP knows that inno-
vation is borne out of inclu-
sivity. Impact investing has
the power to drive historic
financial returns and uplift
overlooked communities.
Right now, deeply en-
trenched systemic barriers
are curtailing the innova-
tive progress necessary to
breed healthy competition
in a global economy. We’re
seeking to change that. In-
vestment is the backbone of
impact, and impact invest-
ing will shape socioeco-
nomics for generations to
come. It’s time to invest in
fund managers who share a
forward-looking vision that
invests in innovation and
technology, ensuring the
economy works for every-
body, not just a select few.”

For over 115 years, the
NAACP has led the fight

-
PE REZ, from Page 9

ern romance Paris, 13th
District, he has a diverse
filmography. He can also
expect Oscar nods for Best
Director, Film, Adapted
Screenplay and acting nom-
inations. Very impressive.
Nothing will prepare
audiences for this heady

AMLﬂ:ﬂ-;‘ ¥
'DOUBLE CRYPT M/
FOR SALE

CRYPT #6 LOCATED IN
OAK GROVE GARDEN MAUSOLEUM
IN IRVING, TEXAS

$8,000.00

CONTACT

214-207-0811

>

strange mix of gender ID
transformations, crime,
thrills and romance. Noth-
ing. They’ll feel as coerced
and lost in love’s drama as
Rita.

Visit Film Critic Dwight
Brown at DwightBrownlInk.

i
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for equal rights and op-
portunities. As part of the
#KeepAdvancing cam-
paign — a modernized ap-
proach to civic engage-
ment — NAACP Capital is
a natural extension of the
Association’s deep heritage
in the fight for social justice
and a more inclusive econ-
omy. Many of the impor-
tant issues that the NAACP
has long fought for, from
education to healthcare to
financial access, are grow-
ing markets for startup in-
novation. By investing in
fund managers focusing on
these markets and startups
directly, NAACP Capital
will stake the NAACP into
the technology and venture

capital ecosystem.

To lead NAACP’s bold
new venture, the Associa-
tion has hired Jay Lundy
as Managing Director of
NAACP Capital. Jay Lundy
is an experienced venture
capital investor and man-
agement consultant who
started his career in educa-
tion and impact investing.

“The NAACP and com-
munity engagement have
long played a role in my
family, which makes me
even more excited to lead
this pivotal effort and
launch this historic fund,”
said Jay Lundy, managing
director of NAACP Capi-
tal. “Through this fund, we
have an opportunity to in-

GARLAND
Attention Suppliers of Goods,
Services and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
https:/ fgarlandtx.ionwave.net

www.garlandpurchasing.com
972-205-2415

vest and capitalize the next
generation of managers and
founders who will work
to bring technology and
innovation into our com-
munities. Our investment
strategy will target the in-
tersection of generational
impact and tech innovation
and we believe that this ho-
listic approach will allow
us to drive both impact at
scale and generate top re-
turns on investment.”
NAACP Capital will
operate as a standard fund
of funds and co-investing

strategy that will seek to
make the venture ecosys-
tem more equitable. In ad-
dition to capital, NAACP
Capital will provide addi-
tional resources and sup-
port to the managers and
founders it invests in to
close racial equity gaps and
increase the representation
of people of color across
the tech ecosystem.

For more information
about the NAACP’s work
towards building an Inclu-
sive Economy, visit naacp.
org.

and traim.

CBS Insurance Services, LLC
7125 Marvin D. Love Frwy., Suite 302
Dallas, Texas 75237

Looking for A Career Change
Then We Need You!!

If you're looking for full or partime work with flexible
hours, income ranging from $800.00 to $2,000.00
plus weekly. No Experience Nesded we will license

For more information call (214) 238-6855
Ask for Shun
Email: info@cbsolutionsplus.com

TISEO PAVING COMPANY

419 E. Hwy. 80, Mesquite, TX 75150
Tel: (972) 289-0723 Fax (972) 216-5637
www.tiseopaving.com

Performing Concrete Street Paving
in the Metroplex Area
We Accept Subcontracting Bids
For All Public Works Projects
in the Dallas Area.
We Are Accepting Applications for Con-
crete Mixer Drivers and Heavy Equip-

ment Mechanics

Equal Opportunity Employer

T
IRVING

TEXAS

DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING AND
REWARDING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE
OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

« Competitive wages
» Array of benefits
« Education incentive pay
+ ..and more

REGISTER ONLINE TO TAKE
THE CITY OF IRVING'S NEXT
CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM

www.cityofirving.org

The Cily of Inving does nol discriminale on fhe basis of race, color, refigion,

sex, natonal origin, age, genelics, disabilty, manital sfalus, sexual orientation,

gander idenlily or expressionfeassignment, pregrancy or malernily, or
veleran slalus in accordance with applicable federal slate and local laws

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com
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An Ounce of Wisdom

www.NorthDallasGazette.com

By Dr. James L. Snyder

I was working on my
computer when The Gra-
cious Mistress of the Par-
sonage walked in and said,
“Are you ready to go?” She
caught me by surprise.

I looked up from my
computer and, staring at
her, said, “What are you
talking about?”

“You remember what you
said this morning? That we
can go to to get our blood
drawn for the doctor?”

I looked at her, not know-
ing what she was talking
about, and said, “What doc-
tor are you talking about?”

“Don’t tell me you don’t
remember me telling you
about our appointment this
afternoon?”

I had no recollection at
all about an appointment
to have my blood drawn.
I knew it was somewhere
in our schedule, but I re-
ally didn’t think it was for
today. If she told me about
it this morning, I do not re-
member.

Not knowing what else
to do, I got up, followed
her out to the car, and we
went to the place to have

Did I Really Say That?

our blood drawn. I knew
we had it scheduled, but I
did not think it was for to-
day. But, I was wrong. I just
didn’t hear correctly.

That’s one of my prob-
lems. I don’t remember a lot
of things. It’s not because
I’'m getting old, but because
this has always been one of
my problems. It’s not that
I can’t hear. It’s just that I
sometimes am not listening
to what people are saying,
especially The Gracious
Mistress of the Parsonage.

I need to work on this
weakness of mine, but I just
don’t know how to do it.
When I’m doing some work
on my computer, I can hear
what’s going on around me,
but I don’t understand, and
I’m not really listening to it.
I’'m afraid I say “yes,” not
knowing what I am “yes-
sing” to. That can get me
into a lot of trouble. Believe
me it has.

Sometimes, while watch-
ing TV, the Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage will
point something out and
say, “Did you see what that
person just did?” Then she
will laugh.

Of course, I didn’t, but I

did shake my head and say
calmly, “Yes, my dear. I did
see that. Yes, it is funny.”

I need to look up the defi-
nition of lying. Some peo-
ple misunderstand it, and I
think I’m on that list.

However, I tried to im-
prove my listening habits
and pay attention to what
people around me were say-
ing.

The Gracious Mistress of
the Parsonage recently ap-
proached me while I was
working and said, “I’ll take
that $50 you promised me
to get groceries.”

I looked at her and said,
“I don’t know what you’re
talking about.”

“You know, I ask you this
morning if you could give
me $50 to get groceries this
afternoon. You said you
would.”

I pulled out my wallet; all
I had was $50. I handed it
to her, and then I thought
about it. Is it a coincidence
that she asked for $50, and
all I had in my wallet was
$50? Did she really ask me
that morning for $50?

If T only paid attention,
maybe I could figure some
of these things out. I don’t

§TRO KE, from Page 4

ages.”

A limitation of the study
was that some factors that
may contribute to stroke se-
verity were not measured.
For example, Reddin noted
that smoking is associated
with factors such as can-
cer and chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease that may
also contribute to increased
stroke severity.

Learn more about stroke
at BrainandLife.org home
of the American Academy
of Neurology’s free patient
and caregiver magazine

focused on the intersection
of neurologic disease and
brain health. Follow Brain
& Life® on Facebook, X
and Instagram.

When posting to social
media channels about this
research, we encourage you
to use the hashtags #Neu-
rology and #A ANscience.

The American Acad-
emy of Neurology is the
world’s largest association
of neurologists and neuro-
science professionals, with
over 40,000 members. The
AAN’s mission is to en-

hance member career ful-
fillment and promote brain
health for all. A neurologist
is a doctor with special-
ized training in diagnos-
ing, treating and managing
disorders of the brain and
nervous system such as Al-
zheimer’s disease, stroke,
concussion, epilepsy, Par-
kinson’s disease, multiple
sclerosis, headache and mi-
graine.

For more information
about the American Acade-
my of Neurology, visit AAN.
com or find us on Facebook,
X, Instagram, LinkedIn and
YouTube.

remember telling her that I
would give her $50 for gro-
ceries, but after all, I am not
going to infer to her that she
is lying to me.

If only I would keep my
mouth shut when I should,
maybe I wouldn’t get into
some of the trouble I get
into. And maybe, just may-
be, if I had the volume in
my ears turned up a little
more, I might hear more
clearly what’s being said
around me. If I could do
those two things, I could es-
cape some of the problems
I get into.

While she was going to
get the groceries, I pon-
dered this subject for a
while. Then, I had a won-
derful thought that maybe
I could get even with her.
I thought about it, put it
together very nicely, and
was ready to put it together

when she walked in.

She came home from
shopping and put the bags
on the table, so I went to the
kitchen, looked at her, and
said, “Can I have the Apple
Fritter that you promised
me now?” I was laughing
on the inside and trying to
keep it from coming to the
outside. There was no way
she was going to get out of
this one.

Looking at me seriously,
she said, “Oh, my dear. |
got that Apple Fritter, and
it smelled so good that I'm
afraid I ate it on the way
home.”

To counteract that, I
would number the days of
my life. I have not known
her to eat an Apple Fritter
with this time she got me.

I wish I could prepare for
the next trick she’ll play on
me, but I’'m afraid I won’t

be able to.

Thinking about this I was
reminded of a special verse
of scripture. My spiritual
life is based on my hearing
the “word of God.”

“So then faith cometh
by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God,” Romans
10:17.

I can read the Bible but
not really hear what God is
saying to me. If I don’t hear
what God is saying how can
I live a life that is pleasing
unto the Lord. Daily I need
to so surrender to God’s
word that I understand what
He really wants of me.

Dr. James L. Snyder
lives in Ocala, FL with
the Gracious Mistress of
the Parsonage. Telephone
1-352-216-3025, e-mail
jamessnyderS1@gmail.
com, website www.jamess-
nyderministries.com.

Cemetary Space Broker will make you
offer on your cemetery plot

* [nherited plot and can't sell it?
» Bought plot years ago and your plans have changed?
» Singles space or Side by Side spaces is okay.
We will make you a "cash offer" on your cemetery plot today! If you get
voice mail-leave message phone number and information on cemetery
space. We will get back to you

Call Us Today!!!!!!!!

972.665.0170

Tin "5 4
Deninds Janas | Flickr
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Why Does God Allow Evil?

Sister
wr Tarpley
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“If you, O Lord, kept a
record of sins, O Lord, who
could stand”? But there is
forgiveness with You. That
You may be feared. I wait
for the LORD, my soul
waits. And in His word I do
hope. - Psalm 130:3-5

One of the most com-
mon questions every person
wrestles with in life is this:

“God, if You are loving,
just, and all-powerful, why
do You allow good people
to suffer?”

Many choose not to be-
lieve in God because they
cannot adequately explain
this question.

Evangelist Billy Graham

addressed this question in
his book Answers to Life’s
Problems:

“We do not know all the
reasons why God permits
evil. We need to remember,
however, that he is not the
cause of evil in this world
and we should therefore not
blame Him for it.

Remember that God did
not create evil, as some be-
lieve. God created the world
perfect. Man chose to defy
God and go his own way,
and it is man’s fault that evil

entered the world.

Even so, God has pro-
vided the ultimate triumph
of good over evil in Jesus
Christ, who on the cross,
defeated Satan and those
who follow him.

Jesus Christ is coming
back and when He does, all
evil will be ended forever
and righteousness and jus-
tice will prevail.”

Have you ever thought
about what would happen if
God suddenly eliminated all
the evil in this world? Not

EI P[=] DO YOUWANTTO QUIT SMOKING?

Parkland's Smoking Cessation Clinic is

here to help. For more information visit

parklandhealth.org/smoking-cessation

darkland

one person would be left,
because we are all guilty of
sin.

Whenever we suffer, we
should remember that the
Son of God went before us,
drinking the cup of suffer-
ing and death to the dregs,
on the cross when He shed
His precious blood..

Because Christ is fully
man and fully God, we
know that God understands
our fears, sorrows and suf-
fering.

He identifies with us.
Most important of all, the
Father has given us the gift
of His Son so that we don’t
have to die and suffer for-
ever in eternity.

Because Jesus suffered
and died for us, our suffer-

ing can be made like His
-purposeful and meaning-
ful.

Evil, suffering and death
came into the world when
the first man and woman
listened to Satan and com-
mitted the first sin.

Evil was never part of the
Garden of Eden. The mo-
ment Adam and Eve crossed

Inspiring Body
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what is right.”.

Dallas CASA needs more Black volunteers
to serve our community’s abused and
neglected children living in foster care.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN OMLIME INFORMATION SESSION:

Friday, Nov 15 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, Nov 21 &:00 - 7.00 p.m.

For mare information or to register for this event,
please visit dallascasa.org

Friday, Dec 6 12:000 -
Thursday, Dec 12 6:00- 7:00 p.m.

~

‘0
Xpm.uq; CASA

the boundary of God’s com-
mand, evil became the ter-
rible reality of this world.

There are some questions
that will remain unresolved
until we are able to meet
face to face with our Cre-
ator in Heaven.

(Editor’s Note: This col-
umn originally ran in No-
vember 2017.)

Christ socX
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Martin Luther King, Jr.

1:00 p.m.
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Our certified Healthcare Navigators offer FREE support for Morth Texans locking for health insurance
coverage. Your Mavigator will make it easy to select and enroll in the best insurance plan for you and
your family.

[OLL NOW CALL US TODAY
Enroll before December 15 to Our Healthcare Navigators
ensure your health coverage provide FREE assistance for
starts on January 1, 2025. Open 16 counties in Morth Texas.
enrocllment ends January 15. Call 214-978-0042, 214-978-0018
or 214-978-0002 to get started.

Health Insurance
Marketplace

YEARS OF Metrupu!ltan Dallas
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