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Trump’s narrow popular vote
victory fuels questions of mandate,
rising emigration interest

vqs — 2 _.. ..

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

Donald Trump’s return to the
presidency has ignited debates about
his legitimacy and a surge of interest
in emigration. While Trump won all
seven swing states and secured the
presidency, his share of the popular
vote—49.83%—places him among
the least popular modern American
presidents. His 1.55% margin over
Vice President Kamala Harris falls
far short of historical landslides like
Lyndon B. Johnson’s 1964 triumph,
where Johnson won 61.1% of the
popular vote.

And with a growing number of
Trump voters expressing buyer’s re-
morse, many political analysts have
questioned whether the election vic-
tory reflects broad public support
for his policies. “If there ever was a
mandate, this isn’t it,” Georgetown
University political scientist Hans

Trump’s 1.55% margin over Vice President Kamala Harris falls far short of historical land-
slides like Lyndon B. Johnson’s 1964 triumph, where Johnson won 61.1% of the popular
vote.(Photo via NNPA)

Noel told MSN News. Earlier pro-
jections showing Trump winning as
much as 53% of the popular vote
have proven inaccurate and have
added further scrutiny to claims of a
sweeping mandate.

Cornell University professor Peter

Enns, whose model accurately pre-
dicted Trump’s swing state victories,
said economic dissatisfaction dur-
ing Joe Biden’s presidency played a
key role in voter decisions. “If this

See VOTE, Page 12
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People in the News

LL Cool J

LL Cool J, a hip-hop pio-
neer whose career spans
nearly four decades, recent-
ly reflected on his profound
impact on music, fashion,
and entertainment. Speak-
ing on Apple Music’s “Le
Code,” the artist expressed
confidence that history will
recognize his contributions
as foundational to the cul-
ture.

“I think that one day
people are going to wake
up and realize LL Cool J is
the most important rapper
that ever existed,” he said,
referring to himself by the
stage name that stands for
“Ladies Love Cool James.”

Born James Todd Smith

on January 14, 1968, in Bay
Shore, New York, LL grew
up in Queens and adopted
his moniker as a teenager.
In 1984, he became one
of the first artists signed to
Def Jam Records, a fledg-
ling label co-founded by
Russell Simmons and Rick

Rubin. His debut single,
“I Need a Beat,” sold over
100,000 copies, signaling
the start of a career defined
by groundbreaking achieve-
ments. His debut album,
“Radio,” released in 1985,
went platinum and featured
hits like “I Can’t Live With-
out My Radio” and “Rock
the Bells,” cementing LL’s
place in hip-hop’s early
canon.

LL Cool J recently de-
tailed how he introduced
key elements to hip-hop
culture. “They’re going to
look and say, “Wow, this is
the guy that introduced all
the ice, the jewelry, and the
champagne,”” he said. He
also credited himself with
pioneering hip-hop ballads,

pointing to his 1987 hit “I
Need Love” and popular-
izing the now-ubiquitous
term G.O.A.T. (Greatest of
All Time). “When it comes
to Def Jam, they’re going
to say, ‘Wow, this is the
first artist that was on the
label.””

His influence extended to
fashion, where LL helped
launch iconic trends shap-
ing hip-hop aesthetics. On
the back cover of “Radio,”
he sported black-and-red
Air Jordan 1s, making him
one of the first rappers to
wear the now-iconic sneak-
ers. “Michael Jordan was
a rookie when I did that,”
LL said. “Everyone was
wearing Adidas and Puma.
I put the Jordans on.” In

the 1990s, he also played a
pivotal role in popularizing
FUBU (For Us, By Us), a
clothing line that became
a cultural phenomenon.
“When they talk about
FUBU, they’ll say, ‘Yo, this
guy introduced the idea of
putting clothing lines into
the culture,” LL said. He
also brought Kangol hats
into hip-hop fashion, further
solidifying his influence.
While LL Cool J revo-
lutionized music and style,
he also excelled in acting.
His film roles include “Any
Given Sunday,” “Hallow-
een H20,” and “In Too
Deep.” Since 2009, he has
starred on CBS’s NCIS:
Los Angeles, one of tele-
vision’s most enduring

dramas. Balancing his act-
ing career with music, he
released chart-topping al-
bums such as “Mama Said
Knock You Out” (1990),
which earned him his first
Grammy Award, and “Mr.
Smith” (1995), featuring
hits like “Hey Lover” and
“Doin’ It.”

His recent album, “The
Frequencies of  Real
Creative  Energy” (The
FORCE), was inspired by
a dream involving A Tribe
Called Quest’s Phife Dawg.
“He came to me in a dream,
and I decided to pivot and
collaborate with Q-Tip,”
LL explained, emphasizing
the spiritual connection that

SeeLLCOOLJ, Page7

Michael Jackson

On November 29, 1982,
Michael Jackson released
“Thriller,” a record-break-
ing album that redefined
the music industry and es-
tablished him as the King
of Pop. The album emerged
in response to the 1980
Grammy Awards, where
his critically acclaimed
“Off the Wall” received just
two nominations. The per-
ceived snub drove Jackson
to create a masterpiece that
would command recogni-
tion and remake popular
culture.

With hits like “Billie
Jean,” “Beat It,” and the
titular “Thriller,” the al-
bum broke boundaries and
records. It became the first
to produce seven Billboard
Hot 100 top ten singles and
remains the best-selling
album of all time, with
over 70 million copies
sold worldwide. Certified
34-times Platinum by the
Recording Industry Asso-
ciation of America (RIAA),
“Thriller” is the only album
to have spent more than
500 weeks on the Billboard

200 chart.
“Thriller”
the 1984 Grammy Awards,

also swept
earning a record-setting
eight wins, including Al-
bum of the Year. The al-
bum’s impact was further
cemented when it became
the first inducted into the
Library of Congress’ Na-
tional Recording Registry.
Later, the title track’s icon-
ic short film was preserved
in the National Film Reg-
istry for being “culturally,
historically, or aesthetical-
ly significant.”

The album’s success
extended to its ground-
breaking short film for the
title track, directed by John
Landis. Released in 1983,

it revolutionized the music
video format, combining
cinematic storytelling with
elaborate choreography. In
2017, the short film was
restored in 4K and 3D, re-
ceiving a limited theatri-
cal release in 2018. Its re-
upload to YouTube in 2022
coincided with the 40th
anniversary of “Thriller.”
Recently, the video reached
a historic milestone, sur-
passing one billion views.
Along with “Billie Jean,”
“Beat It,” and “They Don’t
Care About Us,” Jackson
now holds the distinction
as the first 20th-century art-
ist with four videos cross-
ing one billion views each.

Beyond its commercial
triumphs, “Thriller” broke
down racial barriers and
reshaped the entertainment
industry. It made Jackson
the first Black artist to
achieve heavy rotation on
MTYV, paving the way for
greater representation in
mainstream music media.
The album’s global influ-
ence reshaped not just mu-
sic but also fashion, dance,

See JACKSON, Page 11
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Op-Ed

The Future of American
Education: A call to action

By Anthony Tilghman

Education is the corner-
stone of success, and this
fundamental right must be

upheld without compro-
mise.
President-elect Donald

Trump has vowed to dis-
mantle the Department
of Education, a bold and
contentious move that has
sparked nationwide debate.
His decision addresses
frustrations over perceived
federal overreach and al-
leged “woke” indoctrina-
tion in schools. Against
declining academic perfor-
mance, Trump envisions a
comprehensive restructur-
ing to rectify mismanage-
ment of taxpayer funds and

undue influence on the na-
tion’s youth.

During a September rally
in Wisconsin, Trump reaf-
firmed his commitment,
stating, “We will ultimately
abolish the federal Depart-
ment of Education.” His
pledge resonates with vot-
ers eager for educational
reform and accountability.

The department primar-
ily focuses on funding pro-
grams such as Title I, which
aids low-income districts,
and special education ini-
tiatives rather than direct
instructional oversight.
Critics question its overall
efficacy, proposing to real-
locate responsibilities to
other agencies. Suggestions
include shifting the student

A racial reckoning

By Dawn Montgomery
Culture Critic

I refuse to utter his name.
Since the announcement of
his presidential re-election,
I’ve tried to stay calm, to
remain, as they say, “very
demure.” But after what
unfolded this past Saturday,
when a group of masked
white nationalists stormed
the Short North Arts Dis-
trict area in Columbus,
Ohio, waving swastika
flags and shouting racial
slurs—a ratchet display of
pure hate—I just can’t. I
am annoyed, but we knew
this was coming. Classic
American terrorism, live
and in color. And make no
mistake—when “that man”

ascends to his concocted
throne, these events will
only intensify.

Social media document-
ed every angle of the chaos,
showing what Columbus
Mayor Andrew Ginther
called a “cowardly display.”
The mayor said he would
not allow “our neighbors”
to be “intimidated, threat-
ened or harmed.” Governor
Mike DeWine echoed this
sentiment, posting on X,
“We will not tolerate hate
in Ohio.”

Yet, despite these words
of condemnation, the po-
lice did nothing. They were
called to intervene but
stood by as the violence
unfolded. Ohio’s anti-KKK
law explicitly bans masked

Keep up with the news
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loan program to the Trea-
sury Department, delegat-
ing Title IX enforcement to
the Justice Department, and
converting Title I funding
into state block grants with
reduced federal oversight.

Trump’s initiative re-
flects a broader conserva-
tive critique of federal edu-
cation policy, advocating
for increased local auton-
omy and reduced federal
intervention. As education
reform discussions inten-
sify, the consequences of
eliminating the Department
of Education will shape
future policy debates and
electoral outcomes.

The education system
faces extraordinary dis-
ruptions exacerbated by

the pandemic. Despite ad-
ditional COVID funding,
many students experienced
alarming setbacks in core
subjects, raising concerns
about long-term implica-
tions.

Recent data highlights
troubling trends among
nine-year-olds:

* A five-point decline in
reading scores in 2022, the
largest drop since 1990.

* A seven-point decline
in math scores, marking
the first decrease in this age
group for the subject.

These statistics under-
score the pandemic’s im-
pact on learning, empha-
sizing the urgent need for

See FUTURE, Page 6

in Columbus, Ohio

groups from committing
misdemeanors, with viola-
tions carrying felony-level
penalties. Still, not one
masked white national-
ist was arrested—not even
those who pepper-sprayed
patrons during an alterca-
tion outside a local bar.

Let’s be clear: everyone
has a right to their beliefs,
even their bigotry. But ha-
rassment, intimidation, and
violence are not rights—
they are crimes.

Failing to act is more
than negligence—it’s an
invitation. Emboldened by
inaction, white nationalist
demonstrations are grow-
ing. According to the Anti-
Defamation League, white
supremacist-organized

events hit a record high of
282 in 2023—a staggering
63% increase from the 173
incidents reported in 2022.
These aren’t just statistics;
they’re warnings. They’re
flashing signals from a
society on the verge of re-
normalizing hate.

What will it take for this
to stop?

The next day, a differ-
ent group took to the same
streets. This time, an influ-
ential group of Black men
marched—unmasked and
unafraid. They came not
to threaten but to protect,
peacefully standing as a
barrier against hate. “We
are seeing a lot more people

See RECKONING, Page 13
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Walking pneumonia cases surge nationwide, impacting

children and Afrlcan Amerlcans disproportionately

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC) reports a surge in
Mycoplasma pneumoniae
infections—commonly
called “walking pneumo-
nia”—across the United
States. The illness, a milder
form of pneumonia, is af-
fecting children in unprece-
dented numbers, with cases
rising since June, according
to Nationwide Children’s
Hospital.

Dr. Jason Newland,
Chief of Infectious Dis-
eases at Nationwide Chil-
dren’s Hospital, said the
increase is unusual, partic-
ularly in children as young
as 2 years old. “We’ve not
experienced this in a long
time, this much mycoplas-
ma or walking pneumo-
nia,” Newland explained
to WOSU radio station in
Ohio. Although anyone can
contract walking pneumo-
nia, individuals over 5 typi-
cally experience it.

The bacteria Myco-
plasma pneumoniae causes

The illness, a milder form of pneumonia, is affecting children in
unprecedented numbers, with cases rising since June, according to
Nationwide Children’s Hospital.(Photo via NNPA)

walking pneumonia, which
infects the lungs. While
some individuals recover
without antibiotics, symp-
toms can range from mild
to severe. “Thankfully, it’s
termed walking pneumo-
nia because most of the
time, you know, people
feel bad, but they can walk
around and do okay. Now,
for some, it can be really
severe,” Newland said.
“Some of our families
would tell you, ‘man, it is
not as mild as some would
make you think.””

A Nationwide Concern
with Disproportionate
Impact

Pneumonia  dispropor-
tionately affects African

Americans, with higher
infection rates, more se-
vere complications, and in-
creased mortality compared
to other racial groups, ac-
cording to research. Socio-
economic factors, limited
access to preventive care
like vaccinations, and high-
er rates of underlying con-
ditions such as asthma and
diabetes contribute to these
disparities.

“This is not a new bac-
teria. It’s a bacteria that
commonly causes pneumo-
nia, but we are seeing an
increase in detection over
the last few weeks. ... This
particular bacteria is what
typically causes what we
refer to as ‘walking pneu-

Music training boosts children’s
cognitive development

(Newswise) — Learn-
ing to play a musical in-
strument can help children
improve their “inhibition
control,” the ability to fo-
cus on a task and resist dis-
tractions and automatic or
impulsive reactions.

That’s what a new meta-
analysis done at Université
de Montréal and published
in the November issue of
the journal Cognition, sug-
gests.

Supervised by psychol-
ogy professor Simone Dal-
la Bella, doctoral student
Kevin Jamey reviewed 22
studies from nine countries
published between 1980
and 2023 involving 1,734
children aged 3 to 11. Eight
of the studies were ran-
domized controlled trials
(RCTs), the gold standard
in research, and 14 were
longitudinal studies.

Based on the data, Jamey

found that music training
has a “moderate to large”
positive effect on inhibition
control. The RCTs had an
average effect size of 0.60,
a statistically significant
result. “Starting from an
effect size of 0.4, we can
begin making public policy
recommendations, for ex-
ample,” said Jamey.

The longitudinal studies,

monia,”” said Dr. Craig
Shaplro, an infectious dis-
eases specialist, told report-
ers. Shapiro noted that the
illness is generally mild in
healthy children but can
lead to severe complica-
tions in those with preexist-
ing health conditions.
Recognizing Symptoms
and Seeking Care
Symptoms of  walk-
ing pneumonia include a
lingering cough, fatigue,
chills, and shortness of
breath. Infected individuals
may experience symptoms

for weeks or months, with
the infection often impair-
ing the lungs’ ability to
clear mucus and bacteria.
Parents should monitor
for signs of labored breath-
ing, persistent coughing,
or difficulty with physical
activities. Shapiro advised
keeping symptomatic chil-
dren home from school
to limit the spread of in-
fection. “It’s important to
remember to wash your
hands. That’s going to be
the best way to prevent any
infection,” Shapiro said.

enses
Medical exp “he bank?

preaking t

“Really, you should keep
them home so that they’re
not around other people.”
Dr. Michael Chang of
UTHealth Houston em-
phasized the importance
of timely treatment, par-
ticularly in children with
weakened immune systems
or underlying conditions.
For suspected Mycoplasma
infections, doctors often
prescribe antibiotics like
azithromycin or doxycy-
cline, which are most effec-

See SYMPTOMS, Page 14
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How one community is trying to break the ‘vicious

cycle’ of child care and housing crises

By Katie Dukes
Director of Early
Childhood Policy, EANC

“If you don’t have the
child care in order for
people to go to work, they
don’t have the income to
pay for housing; it’s this vi-
cious cycle,” said Melanie
Shaver, superintendent of
Hyde County Schools in
North Carolina. “So how
can we break that cycle at
the root cause?” Shaver is
leading her district’s at-
tempt to answer that ques-
tion. Hyde County Schools
is now offering univer-
sal pre-k to both 3- and
4-year-olds  districtwide,
at the Ocracoke School
on the island and the Mat-
tamuskeet School on the
mainland, with the goal of
expanding to include early
care and learning for chil-
dren from birth to age 2 in
years to come. And the re-
vived Hyde County Educa-

Students in Ocracoke School’s universal pre-k classroom for 3- and
4-year-olds walk in a line together toward the playground.
(Photo: Katie Dukes, EANC)

tion Foundation — chaired
by Shaver — is buying
two sites to build work-
force housing for teachers
and other essential work-
ers. It’s a project based on
community needs and with
community collaboration,
and one that became more
urgent after the devasta-
tion caused by Hurricane
Dorian five years ago.
While Hyde County sits at
the far eastern edge of the

state and has its own unique
geography, this project
could be a model for com-
munities in western North
Carolina as they develop
long-term recovery plans
after the destruction caused
by Hurricane Helene.
The housing crisis

When Shaver took on the
role of superintendent in
2021, she learned that most
of Hyde County’s teachers
would be eligible to retire

within five years. “When
you learn you have 60%
ready for retirement, first
of all, how am I gonna get
these people, and where am
I gonna put these people?”
Shaver said of recruiting
new teachers. On the main-
land, Shaver said, afford-
able housing is hard to come
by because a portion of the
housing stock is inhabited
only part-time, mostly by
hunters who come to Lake
Mattamuskeet seasonally.
And on Ocracoke, many
houses serve as second
homes, and short-term rent-
als are inhabited by visitors
only during the summer
tourism season. The high
price of homes and lack of
long-term rental properties
is a major issue for the is-
land’s workforce, including
prospective teachers.

“We are seeing fewer
applicants,” said Jeanie
Ownes, principal of the Oc-
racoke School. “One of the

questions they always ask
is, “Where can I live?’ and
I do think that is deterring a
lot of people from applying
here.” Housing pressure
increased after Hurricane
Dorian destroyed dozens of
homes and damaged many
others in 2019. Sara Teast-
er, a member of the Hyde
County Education Founda-
tion (HCEF) Board of Di-
rectors, shared her struggle
to find housing. Teaster had
visited Ocracoke and loved
it, so when a job opened
on the island in 2019, she
jumped at the chance to re-
locate full-time. Someone
loaned her a house while
she searched for a perma-
nent place to live.

Then Dorian hit, de-
stroying and damaging
homes that had offered
12-month leases. Teaster
said that some homeown-
ers switched from offering
those long-term rentals to
weekly vacation rentals so

they could recoup the costs
of rebuilding. Then COV-
ID-19 hit, bringing remote
workers with higher in-
comes to the island, which
Teaster said added pressure
to the off-season rental mar-
ket. Add to that the overall
rising costs of homes, in-
terest rates, and insurance
over the last five years, and
the result is an inacces-
sible, unaffordable housing
market for the year-round
residents who make the is-
land so appealing to guests.
But Teaster said she got
lucky. “Four months after I
moved here, I was able to
find a yearly rental that was
affordable, and I lived there
for four years,” Teaster
said. “Loved it. Would have
continued to live there, but
the owner decided that they
wanted to come back and
live in their home.”

(Catch the extensive, in-
depth article at our website:
northdallasgazette.com)
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$12k to go for Universal Academy band to step out on Liberty Bowl field

Universal Academy, a
small public charter school
in Irving, beat the odds in a
bid to perform for thousands
of college football fans at
the Liberty Bowl on Dec.
27.

Having made the grade
in performance, the school
is now challenged to foot
the bill for taking dozens of
students, faculty and chap-
erones on such an interstate
voyage.

The total need is $25,000,
and the school has managed
to raise $13,000 so far. They
are now hoping members of
the community will step up
to help cross the finish line
in their fundraising effort.

“We have now this oppor-
tunity to represent the state
of Texas, this big state with
wonderful bands across this
metroplex,” said Director of
Fina Arts Dion Hood. “We
are a 1A school. And we are
going to be able to perform

| : S
not only at the ESPN Au-

toZone Liberty Bowl half-
time performance, but we’re
also one of the features at
the Liberty Bowl Parade. So
this is an amazing feat for
our school and our program.
“And I, as director, I'm
so proud of what this ex-
perience is going to allow
our students to dream and
to inspire, and to see that
they are capable and able to
do anything that they really
want to do, if they so de-
sire, and stay focused on the
right path to do that.”
Having worked at the

school for 18 years, Hood
took a leap of faith and sent
off tapes of his marching
band’s perfromance to bowl
committees this year, and
the effort paid off with an
invitation.

The Marching Eagle band
is slated for a halftime per-
formance as well as the
opportunity to march in
the Liberty Bowl Parade in
Memphis.

As such, the band as a
whole will add to the rep-
ertoire of past perfromers
who have represented the
campus at the Edinburgh

-
FUTU RE, from Page 3

effective strategies to sup-
port student recovery and
ensure success.

Immediate action must
address both knowledge
gaps and disparities wors-
ened by the crisis. Educa-
tors and policymakers must
focus on innovative solu-
tions that ensure every stu-
dent has the opportunity to
thrive.

The Role of the Depart-
ment of Education

The U.S. Department of
Education primarily han-
dles funding and policy en-
forcement, leaving curricu-
lar oversight to state and
local governments. Key
functions include:

* Funding:

- Title I Grants: Allo-
cates $18.4 billion annually
to support low-income dis-
tricts, enhancing education-

al equity.
- Special Education:
Provides $15.5 billion

yearly to assist schools in
serving students with dis-
abilities under the Individu-
als with Disabilities Educa-
tion Act (IDEA).

» Civil Rights Enforce-
ment:

- Ensures compliance
with Title IX and other civil
rights laws, protecting stu-
dents from discrimination
based on sex, race, disabil-
ity, or other factors.

>
* Higher Education Over-

sight:

- Establishes regula-
tions for institutions par-
ticipating in federal student
aid programs, overseeing
the $1.6 trillion federal stu-
dent loan system.

Education is a non-nego-
tiable priority. Parents and
community leaders must
work to safeguard the edu-
cation system. The future
of our children—and the
fabric of our society—de-
pends on advocating for
policies that give every stu-
dent the chance to succeed.

Anthony Tilghman is an
Award-Winning Photojour-
nalist and Executive Di-
rector of #MakeSmartCool
Inc.

Festival in Scotland and on
stages in California.

However, moving an en-
tire marching band halfway
acroos the country is a much
more involved process lo-
gistically; one that will be
even more meaningful for
the school as a whole.

“This means that we
are doing some wonderful
things,” said UA Principal
Sheraton Duffey. “It means
that what we said we were
going to do — which is to
provide our students with

multiple opportunities to
reach their maximum poten-
tial — we’re doing that.
“This experience with the
Liberty Bowl is providing
our students with a once in
a lifetime opportunity to go
out onto a large platform,
like the Liberty Bowl, and
perform in front of a large
audience. (It) says to our
students, it doesn’t matter
that we’re Title 1 campus
here, which means we have
some students who are of
low socioeconomic status.

“It says it doesn’t matter
your background. Wherever
you come from, you can do
any and all things if you are
a Universal Academy Eagle
champion, because we are
going to party together to
make certain that we pro-
vide those opportunities for
our students. we’re ready’.”

More information on Uni-
versal Academy, its various
programs and how to donate
can be found at the school
website: universalacademy.
com.

Check us out on Youtube!

Now Appearing In
“Shucked”

""I:E Scan to go to:
The NDGLive

2 YouTube

1 Channel
(and "Like" us)

' By "liking™ us, you will be entered into
an upcoming promotional contest for
tickets to area entertainment events!

Check us out on Facebook!

Like our page to stay current with all the news and events in DFW!
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$1 billion in humanitarian aid,$600
million for African infrastructure annouced

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

During his visit to Angola,
President Joe Biden announced
more than $1 billion in humani-
tarian aid to assist Africans dis-
placed by severe droughts and
food insecurity, alongside $600
million in new U.S. investments
in infrastructure projects under
the Lobito Trans-Africa Corri-
dor initiative. Biden hopes that
these measures will serve as a re-
minder of the U.S. commitment
to fostering long-term African
partnerships, emphasizing trade,
investment, and sustainable de-
velopment.

“The United States continues
to be the world’s largest provider
of humanitarian aid and devel-
opment assistance. That’s going
to increase, you know, that’s the
right thing for the wealthiest na-
tion in the world to do,” Biden
said.

Hosted by the United States

and Angola, the Lobito Trans-
Africa Corridor Summit brought
together leaders from the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC), Tanzania, and Zambia
to accelerate infrastructure proj-
ects to connect the Atlantic and
Indian Oceans. Central to these
efforts is the Zambia-Lobito rail
project, a transformative 800-ki-
lometer line linking Angola and
Zambia, with groundbreaking
targeted for 2026.
Driving Regional
Economic Growth

The Lobito Trans-Africa Cor-
ridor is part of the Partnership
for Global Infrastructure and
Investment (PGI), a U.S.-led ini-
tiative focused on infrastructure
projects that promote inclusive
economic growth. Total U.S. in-
vestments in the Corridor now
exceed $4 billion, with interna-
tional commitments surpassing
$6 billion.

Agriculture and food security
remain key components of the
initiative. Biden celebrated the

L TR 4 Sl 5l
Biden hopes that these measures will
serve as a reminder of the U.S. com-
mitment to fostering long-term African
partnerships, emphasizing trade,
investment, and sustainable develop-
ment.(Photo via NNPA)

first shipment of goods from
Angola’s Carrinho Group along
the Corridor to the DRC, mark-
ing a milestone in regional trade.
Biden said the U.S. is also invest-
ing in sustainable farming prac-
tices and infrastructure, enabling
smallholder farmers to access
markets and enhance production.

“These investments aren’t just
about aid; they’re about creating
opportunities, building infra-
structure, and unlocking the po-
tential of this region,” Biden said
during his remarks.

-
LL COOL J, from Page 2

shaped the project.

Despite his accomplishments,
LL Cool J stopped short of de-
claring himself the greatest rap-
per ever. “There are too many
rappers who have done too
many important things for me to
claim that I’'m the one,” he said.
“There’s a kid out there who

feels Tupac changed their life or
that Biggie’s music defined an
era. [ respect that.”

LL Cool J’s career has earned
a host of accolades, including
a Kennedy Center Honor—the
first awarded to a rapper—and
a star on the Hollywood Walk of
Fame. “I hope you’re inspired by

me because I’'m absolutely in-
spired by you,” he stated.

As LL Cool J continues to
thrive across music, acting, and
business, his influence on hip-
hop and culture remains unde-
niable. “Being the first to do so
many things in hip-hop has to
put me in the G.O.A.T. conver-
sation,” he said. “But ultimately,
I’1l let history decide.”

>

<
JAC KSO N, from Page 2

and the concept of superstar
branding.

In December, Let It Be Known
News, part of the 197-year-old
Black Press of America, will
celebrate Jackson’s enduring in-
fluence with a special broadcast
about “Michael Jackson ONE,”
the Cirque du Soleil tribute to
Jackson at Mandalay Bay in
Las Vegas. The program will

include exclusive interviews
and behind-the-scenes footage,
exploring how Jackson’s genius
inspires new generations of fans
and how his legacy remains un-
paralleled in its reach and rel-
evance.

“Michael’s music transcends
time,” Jackson Estate Co-Ex-
ecutor John Branca said earlier
this year. “His legacy is a bea-

con of creativity and impact,
reminding us all of what’s pos-
sible when talent meets vision.”
Forty-two years after its re-
lease, “Thriller” remains the
gold standard in music, with
achievements unmatched and
an influence that continues to
shape the world. Michael Jack-
son’s masterpiece didn’t just set
records; it defined an era and
ensured his place as one of his-
tory’s greatest entertainers.
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Feature

By Jamal Baker
NDG Contributing Writer

The Dallas Cowboys are
currently on a two-game
winning streak and have
a chance to sneak into the
playoffs. Their Thanksgiv-
ing victory over the 2-10
New York Giants could be
fool’s gold for a fanbase
that has been disappointed
for the last quarter of a cen-
tury. With a record of 5-7,
the Cowboys’ postseason
hopes are far-fetched, but
when there is a will there is
always a way.

Over the span of two

drastically. Prior to win-
ning their last two games,
the Cowboys were in the
conversation to potentially
receive the number one

earn their spot in the seven-
team NFC playoff tour-
nament by winning their
next five games. Is there a
chance Dallas makes the

unlikely but let us discuss
the path just in case the un-
thinkable happens.

“I think the biggest thing
is continuing to stack suc-
cess. We got this one win
at home, let’s keep it going.
Let’s keep rolling and roll-
ing. And at the end of the
day, let’s see where we end
up. That’s how I feel,” All-
Pro left guard Tyler Smith
said following their win
against the Giants.

Dallas can all but kiss the
NFC East divisional crown
goodbye with the Philadel-
phia Eagles in prime posi-
tion to carry the title. The

www.northdallasgazette.com

Will the Dallas Cowboys go on a late season run?

Commanders for a wild
card berth, who they de-
feated in week 12. Dallas
prepares to face the Cincin-
nati Bengals in a week 14
home matchup, followed
by the Carolina Panthers,
Tampa Bay Buccaneers,
Philadelphia Eagles, and
Washington Commanders
to close out the regular sea-
son.

The Cowboys will keep
their winning streak alive
defeating a spiraling Ben-
gals team who have already
fallen at the hands of Coo-
per Rush back in 2022. The
Panthers are certainly an

emergence of former num-
ber one overall pick Bryce
Young. However, Dallas
wins this road matchup in
Charlotte bringing the team
to .500 with a record of
7-7. If both scenarios play
out, the Cowboys would be
right in the thick of things
for the remaining three
weeks of the season.

Week 16 vs the Bucca-
neers is setup beautifully
to be hyped up as a playoff
game—both teams will be
fighting for playoff posi-
tioning. The Sunday night
matchup will take place at
AT&T Stadium and Dallas

overall pick. There is now
some belief that Dallas can

weeks the pulse of Cow-
boys nation has changed

playoffs? Yes.
make the playoffs? Highly

Will they Cowboys are two games

behind the Washington

interesting  development

See COWBOYS, Page 11
around the league with the g

De Beers Group and Signet Unveil “Worth the Wait” Campaign

A peek into a different kind of diamond engagement
ring campaign, celebrating the authenticity of natural
diamonds with an ad featuring real world couples.

D Beers Group and Signet Jewelers, the world's largest retailer of
diamond jewelry, just unveiled their new 2024 campaign entitled

“Worth the Wait” - eschewing the expected traditional fantasy narrative

for diverse, real-world couples. Designed to draw parallels between the

transformative joumney of natural diamonds and the dynamic evolution

of contemparary relationships, the advertising demonstrates how just
as diamonds undergo a transformative process to become polished
gems, couples undergo their own transformations as they solidify their
bonds.

Designed to reflect the beauty and resilience of natural diamonds,
these commercials draw insight from the lengths young adults now
goto in order to find the right long-term partner, taking into account
the rising age of couples getting married and the growing focus on

individual mental and emotional health before finding life partners. Ac-

cording to the U.S. Census Bureau, Americans are delaying (or putting

off altogether) getting married for longer than ever before. In 2023, the
median average age of men marrying for the first time rose to 30 years

of age, while the median average age of first marriage for women rose
to 28 years old. This is in stark contrast to the 19505, when the median
age for men to marry was 22, and the median age for women was 20
years old,

Still, for all the hopeless romantics out there, there is hope. Marriage

rates are expected to rise in the US over the next few years, driven

primarily by the Black, Hispanic and nonwhite communities, according

to U.S. Census data. Through the “Worth the Wait” campaign, De Beers
Group and Signet celebrate the unique paths that couples are now
following before saying "l do,” and letting them know their needs and
aspirations are being seen and understood.

The evolving focus on developing as an individual before taking the
big step of getting married is being noticed across the country by indi-
viduals and experts alike. "I think everyone my age feels that it's most
important to feel secure within yourself in order to feel secure in your
relationship. My generation seeks relationships where each partner has
their own independence and intemal strength,” noted Sophia Pasquale,
a 22-year-old based in Chicago, IL.

"This generation is a little bit more open to having really meaningful
conversations. Even just the way that we view therapy these days versus
back then is different,” states Elisa Del Castillo, a New York City-based
matchmaker and dating coach. *| know, with Latinos, | can say from my
own experience, you don't go to therapy, or you don't really talk about it.
And now it's something that people encourage. ... People are a lot more
open to really diving deeper and diving into the hard stuft”

And where once marriage vows primarily focused on honoring and
obeying, vows now reflect a more nuanced insight into relationships
with a focus on truth, communication, and growth - both individually
and together. Mark Corser of Washington, DC, included in his own vows
this year: “| promise to live in truth with you always, and to communicate
without fear or judgment” - as did his wife.

This sentiment has also been reflected in religious faiths, where many
couples have traditionally gone to seek marriage counsel as well as spir-
itual counsel. “If you want somebody to make the commitment for the
long term, then you have to commit to working on you and they have
to commit to working on themselves," says Chicago-based pastor and
relationship coach Jermone Glenn. “If | don't see you putting in your

individual work even after we're married, then | don't have any
hope that our work [together] is getting better. Keep working on
yourself, so you can be a better self for your partner.”

The “Warth The Wait" campaign, which celebrates the hard
work couples are doing in the hopes of having successful, lasting
marriages, will run nationally across various platforms, induding
social media and online, and will be further supported by brand
partners Zales, KAY Jewelers, and Jared Jewelers. As part of their
commitment to ethical practices, Signet and De Beers Group
emphasize
transparency
and respansible
sourcing. "Across
Signet's banners,
we are working
to educate
customers on
their choices
and provide transparency as an industry leader in responsible
solrcing efforts,” said Jamie Singleton, Signet Jewelers Group
President and Chief Consumer Officer,

CEQ of De Beers Brands, Sandrine Conseiller, expressed
excitement about the campaign’s modem approach: "We're
excited to launch this campaign as part of our refreshed ap-
proach to natural diamond category marketing to connect a new
generation of consumers to the wonder of natural diamonds.
While the campaign draws on our track record of iconic natural
diamond advertising, it brings an entirely fresh approach
grounded in deep insights about the relationships of today's
diverse couples”
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Film Review: ‘Unstoppable’ can
be an inspirational sports movie

By Dwight Brown
NNPA Film Critic

(***) What others do with
two legs, he does with one.
That’s what champions do.

Even as a kid, nothing ever
stopped him. Anthony Robles
(Jharrel Jerome), an Arizona
State University wrestler, has
grown up tough. He lives with
his siblings, mom Judy (Jen-
nifer Lopez) and her abusive
boyfriend Ricky (Bobby Can-
navale, The Watcher). Robles is
the shining light in his family.
The achiever. He’s loved by his
wrestling team and admired by
his coach, Shawn Charles (Don
Cheadle).

When the team practices,
goes on hikes and runs laps,
Robles holds his own. He’s on
a crutch, but not in need of a
crutch. And on the mat, in his
weight class, he outshines ev-
eryone else. So much so that
he’s got a chance at winning an
NCAA title. That’s if the drama

Jharrel Jerome in Unstoppable (Image via NNPA)

at home and his arch wrestling
rival don’t deter him. He’s on
a mission: “When people look
at me, the first thing they see is
what’s missing. If [ win, having
one leg won’t be the most im-
portant thing about me.”

The production team (Ben Af-
fleck, Matt Damon) that created
the Michael Jordan bio, Air, is at
it again. Take a sport hero, fol-

low the athlete’s life and make
audiences feel good. Based on
an autobiography by Anthony
Robles and Austin Murphy,
screenwriters Eric Champnella,
Alex Harris and John Hindman
sketch out the details of Robles
heroic ascension. Family strife
gives the protagonist plenty of

See FILM, Page 11

<
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which followed groups of chil-
dren over time, showed a more
modest but still-significant effect
size of 0.36.

“These findings exceed those
of previous meta-analyses of the
transfer effect of music training
on executive function,” Dalla
Bella said. “They also show
greater effectiveness than other
cognitive training methods such
as video games.”

One-on-one lessons best

The positive effects were ob-
served regardless of the chil-
dren’s age, the intensity of train-
ing, or the method of musical
instruction.

“Our meta-analysis looked at
various music learning formats,
including private and group les-
sons, and we found that one-on-
one lessons, especially outside a

4

school setting, seemed to have
the strongest impact, since there
are fewer distractions for both
student and teacher,” said Jamey.

The data also indicated that
a total of 300 minutes of music
training is enough to see an im-
provement in inhibition control.
It therefore appears that even a
moderate amount of music prac-
tice can be beneficial.

The authors caution that their
analysis does not show that mu-
sic training is a miracle solution.
“To be truly effective, musical
learning must be guided and use
scientifically proven methods,”
Dalla Bella stressed. “While mu-
sic doesn’t improve everything,
it does appear to have benefits
for certain cognitive functions
that deserve further study.”

Jamey and Dalla Bella are

>
optimistic about the potential
of music training for children
with developmental disorders.
“Specific types of music train-
ing could benefit children with
autism spectrum disorder or at-
tention deficit disorder with or
without hyperactivity,” they sug-
gested.

Further randomized controlled
trials will be needed to confirm
these results. Jamey plans to pur-
sue this research when he joins
a four-year research project as a
postdoctoral fellow at the Brain
and Creativity Institute at USC
Dornsife in Los Angeles.

Dalla Bella and Jamey also
support reintroducing music
education in primary schools.
“We are very close to being
able to make a formal recom-
mendation,” they said. “The
potential benefits are too great
to ignore.”

DECEMBER 3 - 15
MUSIC HALL AT FAIR PARK
BROADWAYDALLAS.ORG

BI A[ggfﬁr

Entertainment

THE TONY AWARD*-WINNING MUSICAL COMEDY
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NDG Book Review: ‘'If We Are Brave' is a thought-provoking collection

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

What do you think?

You may remember the
first time a respected adult
asked you in earnest for
your opinion, and you felt
like you had arrived. Ten
feet tall, you were. Sud-
denly a grown-up with
viewpoints and thoughts
that mattered. What do you
think about sports, fash-
ion, food, school, a new
apartment or neighbor? In
the new book “If We Are
Brave” by Theodore R.
Johnson, what do you think
about current events?

Every summer for most
of his childhood, Theodore
Johnson traveled with his

THEODORE R. JOHNSON

CaNlmasTIne chummentt &

IF WE ARE
BRAVE

BLACK AMERICANA

1 I8F waSHOREY e PRES

family from North Carolina
to Georgia to visit relatives.
There, Johnson always tried
to insert himself in with the
menfolk and was usually
turned away — until one day,
an uncle asked his opinion.

He still remembers it.
Listening to your elders, he
says, “you learn who your
people are.”

And yet, Johnson was a
curious child, never want-
ing to take anyone’s word,
preferring instead to make
up his own mind. When a
church leader at prayer call
told him that “God has a
special plan for your life,”
Johnson was humbled but
he knew the prophesy came
with baggage.

His thirst for understand-
ing hasn’t diminished since
then; in fact, it’s ballooned.

Here, he dives into de-
mocracy in America.

Over the past months,
you’ve undoubtedly heard

Doing gets it done

The Bank of Doing® supports housing affordability,
sustainability, small businesses, and financial health
programs to help communities thrive.

Learn more at
wellsfargo.com/impact

about the subject and you
noticed that the word seems
to have a lot of slippery
meanings. Johnson believes
that these days, democracy
can be used to do undemo-
cratic things and most peo-
ple hardly blink.

To “save democracy,”
we need to question all
the things that affect it,
and then re-imagine it. We
must examine why racism
still exists, for example,
and how it affected the
last five election cycles.
We shouldn’t worry about
changing democracy be-
cause we’re already in the
midst of change. We can
look at history for proof of
that. And we need to very

watchful.

Says Johnson, when
elected officials use the “in-
struments of government to
divide and polarize” voters
and public institutions, they
can easily send democracy
on a “death spiral.”

It may seem like the
kerfuffle over the election
has eased some. Whether
your candidate won or lost,
you’ve had time now to let
it settle in. So read “If We
Are Brave” and get ready
to have everything you
thought you knew shook up
like a snow globe.

Like the Black churches
he writes so lovingly about,
author Theodore R. John-
son “don’t play.” Once

you’re pilled into one of
his stories, you can just as
well find a good seat; you
won’t want to go anywhere
anyhow. Johnson uses tales
of his childhood and his
classrooms to lead readers
into understanding how we
got to this point, politically,
and how we might’ve seen
this last election coming,
had we just known where in
history to look.

Reading this book is like
having a private civics les-
son, only way more inter-
esting than it ever was in
high school. It’s sense-mak-
ing, at a time when many
things don’t make sense.
Start “If We Are Brave” and
see what you think.

© 2024 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
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Corporate Transparency Act threatens privacy for small businesses

ELMORE CITY, OK
(November 26, 2024) —
The Corporate Transpar-
ency Act, which takes full
effect on January 1, 2025,
requires new reporting for
America’s small business
that threatens basic prin-
ciples of privacy.

Enacted January 1, 2021,
when Congress overrode
President Trump’s veto,
the law requires small
businesses to report to the
Financial Crimes Enforce-
ment Network (FinCEN),
personal information of in-
dividuals that beneficially
own at least 25%.

With limited exceptions,
small businesses with 20 or
less employees (or $5 mil-
lion or less in annual reve-
nue) must report to FinCEN
the name, address, date of
birth, and valid photo L.D.
«

of each beneficial owner
(owning at least 25%).
Failure to comply by Janu-
ary 1, 2025, can result in
fines of up to $10,000 and
prison sentences of up to 2
years.

This unprecedented
move will create a com-
prehensive database con-
taining the identifying
information of American
small business owners. All
Federal agencies with law
enforcement and security
functions have quick access
to this FinCEN database
of small business owners.
Banks and regulators have
full access. Even foreign
governments have easy ac-
cess to this small business
database if under an exist-
ing treaty or upon an “offi-
cial request.”

Because of the minimal

barriers to gain access to
this small business owner
database, there is a signifi-
cant possibility for abuse.
In an interview with Mi-
chael Wilson, host of The
Lone Star Conservative
morning radio show on Pa-
triot Talk 920 AM (Hous-
ton), Old Glory Bank CEO
Mike Ring cautioned about
the scope of the Corporate
Transparency Act.

“What’s really disturbing
about this one, and it’s not
an accident, is they have
created a system where for-
eign governments can eas-
ily access this upon request
with one of their friends at
the federal agencies,” said
Ring. “So now, the entire
world, including potential
bad actors at foreign gov-
ernments, will know who
owns what little small busi-

COW BOYS, from Page 8

walks away with a narrow
down to the wire victory
putting them at 8-7. The
Cowboys will then make
the long treacherous trip
to Philadelphia to face the

Eagles.

Philadelphia is one of
the top dogs in the NFC,
and it is hard to trust Rush
to lead Dallas to a victory
in a hostile environment.

>
The Eagles will prevail and
make the season finale ver-
sus Washington a potential
meaningless game. The
prediction is Dallas will
finish the season 8-9 and
have a mid-first round pick
in the NFL draft.

Policy of Non-Discrimination

ness.”

With few exceptions,
this new law targets small
businesses with 20 or less
full-time employees or an-
nual revenue of $5 million
or less. “80 percent of all
small businesses have less
than 20 employees or less
than $5 million in revenue,”
said Ring.

Exempt companies in-
clude investment compa-
nies, investment advisors,
banks, broker-dealers,
insurance companies, po-
litical organizations, tax-

exempt charitable orga-
nizations, and dormant
companies.

“They don’t trust the lit-
tle guy,” said Ring. “They

don’t trust middle America.
And they want the names
of the owners of our little
businesses out there.”

“No money launderer, no
sex trafficker, no terrorist is
going to file with FinCEN
and give the names of their
bad actors,” said Ring. “So,
the only people who are go-
ing to comply with this are
the law-abiding citizens,
and it is clearly an affront
on our privacy.”

Ring is urging Americans
to reach out to their con-
gressperson and President
Trump to bring the issue to
the forefront of the national
conversation.

“Once this database ex-
ists, it can’t be undone,”

said Ring. “It’s not going
back. So, we have a very
limited time.”

Host Michael Wilson of
Patriot Talk 920 empha-
sized the importance of
Americans engaging in the
fight against governmen-
tal violations of privacy.
“While certainly it is going
to be up to Congress and it
is going to be up to the Trea-
sury Secretary to fight these
fights,” said Wilson, “the
start is really going to be,
‘What are the people will-
ing to do to fight for their
right to privacy and to fight
against the bureaucratic ad-
ministrative state that is try-
ing to violate those rights at
every single turn?’”

December 1, 2024

Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contrac-
tor doing business in the North Texas market since 1963. With
clients such as TxDOT, Dallas County Public Works, and the
Cities of Dallas, Fort Worth, Richardson, and Mansfield (plus

Ed Bell
Construction
Company

An Equal Opportunity Employer

many others), we have a strong backlog of work in the highway
market locally.

We are currently hiring for the following positions:

* Boom Mobile Crane (CDL)

* Motor Grader Operator (Earthwork)

Available: multiple openings

Rate: Negotiable

Must have own transportation.

Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years
(depending on position)

Physical and Drug Screen Required

Must have a Clear Background

Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs.)

Kings Bridge Community Services, Incorporated

Kings Bridge Community Services, Incorporated of Pla-
no, Texas shall recruit and admit individuals of any race,
color or ethnic origin to all rights, privileges, programs
and activities. The Corporation shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin to the
administration of the educational programs, community
programs, and other administered programs.

The Corporation shall not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national or ethnic origin in the employment
of its personnel.

Must apply in PERSON, Monday - Friday from 8am to 11am
@ 10605 Harry Hines Blvd.
Please visit our website: www.edbellconstruction.com/careers
Or email your resume to: careers{@edbellconstruction.com
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Black homeownership lags in the U.S., but NAREB

Black Wealth Summit is enthusiastic about progress

ATLANTA - Black
homebuyers are obstructed
by systemic racism and
economic factors like high
interest rates and investor
purchases. But speakers at
the National Association of
Real Estate Brokers (NA-
REB) Black Wealth Sum-
mit were enthusiastic about
the progress, insisting that
the journey towards home-
ownership and generational
wealth is worth pursuing.

The summit at Clark
Atlanta University on No-
vember 15 was a platform
for housing policy and
lending, including forums
on NAREB-commissioned
studies. This year, ses-
sions addressed the 2024

State of Housing in Black
America (SHIBA) report
and a study on appraisal
bias and the impact of re-
cent government and pri-
vate sector efforts to curtail
it. The homeownership rate
among Black households
was 457% in 2023, a
sharp contrast to the 74.3%
among White households
and a significant drop from
its peak of 49% in 2004.
“We are working re-
ally hard to make sure that
we’re continuing to reduce
barriers to credit and ex-
pand access to credit,” said
Acting HUD  Secretary
Adrianne Todman, noting
that the work done to “sus-
tain generational wealth”

will continue. “We have
helped three million Amer-
ican families become first-
time homebuyers. When
you think about the context
of what’s happening in our
home ownership ecosys-
tem, (then) you know that
was hard fought.”

Moreover, Todman as-
serted that HUD had sent
Congress a strong report
on the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration fund. Acting
HUD Secretary Adrianne
Todman

“We will be able to
continue to help Black
and brown folks become
first-time homeowners for
years to come because we
worked on that fund to

keep it healthy,” she said.
“The other thing that I'm
very sure of is the work that
the career staff has done to
make sure that our systems
are built to help people
who had previously expe-
rienced barriers. Whether
that was their student debt
or whether that was how
we’re looking at underwrit-
ing and making sure we’re
using things like on-time
rental payments” towards
determining qualification
for mortgage loans.

Atlanta Mayor Andre
Dickens said homeowner-
ship can be aspirational.

“For people of my par-
ents and their parents’ gen-
eration, becoming home-

owners was a life-changing
event for their family,” he
said. “I can remember when
we moved from apartments
and into a house. My moth-
er’s a single mother of two
kids...when we moved into
a house, everything stabi-
lized. My whole life got so
much better.

“And so homeowner-
ship matters and there’s an
entire generation of those
who grew up like my moth-
er and even like me that
says, ‘God ain’t making
no more land on this earth,
so we gotta ride now.” And
that was our cue to get it to-
gether and start our journey
towards homeownership.”

Jim Carr, author of the
SHIBA report and apprais-
al bias study, maintained
that some market forces
work against Black home-
ownership. He noted that
initiatives such as down
payment assistance pro-
grams may not change the
homebuying equation for
Blacks. “If you put togeth-
er a good down payment
program, but there are no
houses for you to buy, it
won’t matter,” he said. “If
the prices are so high and
you compete against the
vast investors, the down
payment won’t help you
because they don’t need an
appraisal. They don’t need
to have an inspection; they

-
VOTE, from Page 1

election can be explained
by what voters thought of
Biden and Harris and eco-
nomic conditions, it really
goes against the notion of a
mandate for major change
from Trump,” Enns told the
Guardian newspaper.
Americans Explore

Emigration in Droves

In the wake of Trump’s
win, many Americans have
begun looking for oppor-
tunities abroad. Google
reported a 1,270% spike in
searches for “move to Can-
ada” as polls closed on the
East Coast. Queries about
moving to New Zealand
climbed nearly 2,000%,
while those for Australia
rose 820%. According to
Google data, searches for
emigration had reached his-
toric levels.

Immigration lawyers
across North America have
been inundated with in-
quiries. “Every half hour,
there’s a new email en-

quiry,” said Evan Green,
managing partner at Green
and Spiegel, Canada’s old-
est immigration law firm.
Green noted that clients’
concerns extend beyond
Trump himself to broader
societal divisions. “The
majority of Americans
voted for him, and some
people don’t feel comfort-
able living in that kind of
society anymore. People
are afraid they are going to
lose freedoms.”
High-Profile Figures
Join the Exodus
Several celebrities have
also signaled plans to leave
the United States. Sharon
Stone intends to move her
family to Canada, while
America Ferrera is report-
edly eyeing the UK. as a
new home base. Minnie
Driver has announced plans
to leave Los Angeles for
the U.K., citing discomfort
with the country’s political
direction. Whoopi Gold-

berg, Cardi B, and Elon
Musk’s daughter Vivian
Wilson are among others
expressing interest in relo-
cating.

For those seeking guid-
ance, destinations such as
Panama City, Budapest, Be-
lize, and Phuket, Thailand,
are being recommended
for American expats. The
locations reportedly offer
affordable living and path-
ways to residency.

Diaspora Citizenship

in Ghana

In Ghana, the African di-
aspora is reconnecting with
its roots. On November
19, 524 diaspora members
received Ghanaian citizen-
ship during a landmark
Accra International Con-
ference Centre ceremony.
The event, part of Presi-
dent Nana Addo Dankwa
Akufo-Addo’s ongoing ef-
forts to strengthen ties with
the diaspora, builds on the
success of the 2019 “Year
of Return” campaign.

“Your ancestors left these

shores under tragic and in-
humane circumstances,”
Akufo-Addo  exclaimed.
“Today, we reclaim that
connection by welcoming
you as part of our Ghana-
ian family.” He reminded

attendees that the initiative
goes beyond symbolism,
providing tangible oppor-
tunities for the diaspora to
shape Africa’s future.
“Being Ghanaian s
about embracing values

>

such as respect, equity,
and peace,” Akufo-Addo
said. “These principles are
at the heart of our identity,
and we invite you to em-
body them as you integrate
into our society.”

ISm

stipend.

NDG is looking for a Journalism Intern for a 6
month assignment to cover community events
on site in the Irving area.

* Must be an aspiring writer looking to gain
some experience or a school credit in Journal-

* Must have transportation, a valid driver’s
license and vehicle Insurance. Assignment re-
quires candidates to work on and offsite.

« Contract pay is $13.75 per hour plus gas

* Hours are 12 to 15 hours per week.

Please send resume or inquiries to:
businessoffice@northdallasgazette.com
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FI LM, from Page 9

grief and reasons to fight
for a better life.

Add in two villains, a
mother’s wicked lover
and a rival wrestler who’s
tough to beat, and Robles’
struggles become very
compelling. Yes, it’s a for-
mulaic approach. But yes,
it works. Viewers will stay
engaged in theaters or on
streaming services. They’ll
root along like they did for
Rudy, King Richard and
Bend It Like Beckham.

Oscar-winning edi-
tor William Goldenberg
(Argo), as a first-time di-
rector, knows how to whip
up family drama, film

wrestling matches and cap-
ture a wining spirit. All the
moving parts work. Maybe
there isn’t a distinctive
style, but fancy artistry
isn’t necessary.

Nothing needs to over-
shadow the performances,
dynamics and those who
grapple. Keep it simple and
viewers will be hooked.
Especially on  stream-
ing services or network
TV where this bio should
flourish specifically with
teens, sports enthusiasts
and those who like inspira-
tional films.

Movie magic, stunt dou-
bles and special effects de-

lete one of Jerome’s legs,
and that trickery is invis-
ible.

The actor hops, grimaces
and finds ways around do-
ing two-leg movement in a
way that makes his inter-
pretation of Robles feel au-
thentic. He gives an admi-
rable performance, making
the character likable and
steadfast.

Initially Lopez seems
out of sorts. Too pretty,
too much hair and makeup.
Like a superstar slumming.
But as the footage rolls by,
her Judy becomes more
and more believable. Emo-
tionally she gets to where
she needs to be. She be-
comes the nurturing mom

who recognizes her ambi-
tious son’s significance:
“You make people believe
in something—they see
someone who is unstoppa-
ble.” When the final cred-
its roll and the real Judy’s
life achievements are dis-
played, the importance of
this pivotal role becomes
quite evident.

Cannavale is effective,
too. Don Cheadle, who
is never in enough mov-
ies, provides the proper
amount of warmth as the
coach. The cast is further
aided by the presence of
veteran character actor Mi-

chael Pefia.
This isn’t the sports
bio movie that breaks the

>
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RECKONING, from Page 3

blatant with their racism,
their hatred, and it’s just
sad,” Sean Walton, a local
attorney, told NBC4. “Let’s
figure out how to come to-
gether and how to lead and
love. There’s so much fear,
and I think it’s important
that we practice commu-

i

I. .f\

o A ™)
'DOUBLE CRYPT n
FOR SALE |
CRYPT #6 LOCATED IN

OAK GROVE GARDEN MAUSOLEUM =5
IN IRVING, TEXAS

$8,000.00

CONTACT

214-207-0311

nity care.”

This is what leadership
looks like—unifying, pro-
tective, and restorative.

America has a problem.
And like those in Colum-
bus, citizens must demand
action from politicians who
ignore the very laws de-

n

il AR

Let us hear from YOU!!!

If there are any news, events or anything else we
need to know about, give us an e-mail at:
editor@northdallasgazette.com

signed to protect us. Words
of condemnation are not
enough. The failure to en-
force legal protections only
signals complicity.

Let me be crystal clear:
Black women may have
lost this battle, but not
the war. We said what we
said—we are not going
back. Not just for us but for

generations who refuse to
inherit a legacy of hate.

Disclaimer: The views
and opinions expressed in
this article do not necessar-
ily reflect the official policy
or position of the North
Dallas Gazette, BlackPres-
sUSA.com or the National
Newspaper Publishers As-
sociation.

mold. It’s the sports bio
movie that gives audiences
what they want. And gives
those who are physically
challenged the knowledge
and inspiration they need
to compete and beat those

with all the advantages.
Be prepared to have your
skepticism and emotions
wrestled to the ground.

Visit Film Critic Dwight
Brown at DwightBrown-
Ink.com.

GARLAND
Attention Suppliers of Goods,
Services and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
https:/ fgarlandtx.ionwave.net

www.garlandpurchasing.com
972-205-2415

and traim.

CBS Insurance Services, LLC
7125 Marvin D. Love Frwy., Suite 302
Dallas, Texas 75237

Looking for A Career Change
Then We Need You!!

If you're looking for full or partime work with flexible
hours, income ranging from $800.00 to $2,000.00
plus weekly. No Experience Nesded we will license

For more information call (214) 238-6855
Ask for Shun
Email: info@cbsolutionsplus.com

TISEO PAVING COMPANY

419 E. Hwy. 80, Mesquite, TX 75150
Tel: (972) 289-0723 Fax (972) 216-5637
www.tiseopaving.com

Performing Concrete Street Paving
in the Metroplex Area
We Accept Subcontracting Bids
For All Public Works Projects
in the Dallas Area.
We Are Accepting Applications for Con-
crete Mixer Drivers and Heavy Equip-

ment Mechanics

Equal Opportunity Employer

T
IRVING

TEXAS

DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING AND
REWARDING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE
OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

« Competitive wages
» Array of benefits
« Education incentive pay
+ ..and more

REGISTER ONLINE TO TAKE
THE CITY OF IRVING'S NEXT
CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM

www.cityofirving.org

The Cily of Inving does nol discriminale on fhe basis of race, color, refigion,
sex, natonal origin, age, genelics, disabilty, manital sfalus, sexual orientation,
gander idenlily or expressionfeassignment, pregrancy or

veleran slalus in accordance with applicable federal slate and local laws

maternity, or

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com
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An Ounce of Wisdom

www.NorthDallasGazette.com

By Dr. James L. Snyder

It was a Monday morn-
ing, and I was busy starting
my week by organizing my
schedule and some of my
projects.

The Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage came to
my door, looked in, and
said, “Are you ready for the
week?”

I don’t recall her ever
asking me that question,
but I looked at her and said,
“Well, I'm trying to work
through my to-do list for
the week.”

“You do know what
week it is,” she said with a
friendly smirk.

I was a little confused
because I didn’t know what
she was getting after. As far
as I’m concerned, a week is
a week.

Then she responded,
“This week is Thanksgiv-
ing. Are you ready for our
family Thanksgiving din-
ner?”

It caught me slightly sur-
prised, and I just looked at
her and said, “Oh, my. I
completely forgot that this
was Thanksgiving week.”

She laughed and walked
out of my office and back
to the kitchen, where she
prepared for the family’s

Another Turkey On The Table

Thanksgiving dinner.

I sat back in my chair and
thought about this briefly. |
could not believe that it was
Thanksgiving again. Didn’t
we celebrate it last year? |
thought for a moment and
remembered that we did,
and we had a wonderful
time as we gathered around
the family table.

Now, another Thanks-
giving. We have Abraham
Lincoln to thank for this
national holiday, and I'm
grateful. I have no problem
with having such a holiday
in the kind of world that
we live in today. It is very
hard to find anybody who is
thankful for anything.

As 1 was thinking about
it, I realized that time goes
quickly. We celebrated
Thanksgiving only 52
weeks ago. | am trying to
remember those days, and
I would have to check my
calendar to see what hap-
pened during those days.
But time flies by.

It’s not so much that time
flies by as forgetting what’s
happening.

I can get up at the begin-
ning of the week and start
on Monday, and before I
know it, it’s Friday, and
I’ve got to close shop. I
guess | need to blame my

age for that.

I remember that, as a
teenager, time was so slow.
I couldn’t get it to speed up
and get on the way. I was
in 10th grade and couldn’t
wait to get to 12th grade in
order to graduate. I’'m un-
sure, but somebody snuck
in two 11th grades without
me knowing it.

Sitting in my chair, I look
back and realize how far I
have come. Thinking along
this line, I remembered
how a friend used to say, “If
you could go back in time,
where would you go?”

I often think about that.
Every once in a while, I’'m
reminded of something that
happened 50 years ago. I
don’t know why it popped
into my mind at that time.

Watching something
on TV will remind me of
something that happened
when I was young.

If I could see forward as
clearly as I see backward, it
would truly change the way
I live. But it doesn’t work
that way.

I am ready for another
turkey on the table this
year. I don’t have to look
back and think about the
turkey on the table last year
because I can eat that one.
The one I can eat is the one

SYMPTOMS

tive when started within the
first few days of symptoms.
A Post-Pandemic
Shift in Patterns
Newland attributed part
of the summer’s spike to in-
creased social interactions
as pandemic restrictions
have eased. “As we’ve con-
tinued to do more and more
and more stuff together
over the last few years, we
just found more susceptible
groups,” he said. Although

, from Page 4

the number of walking
pneumonia may be declin-
ing, respiratory viruses like
RSV are rising as the cold
and flu season approaches.
To reduce the spread of
respiratory illnesses, New-
land recommends a return
to common-sense precau-
tions learned during the
pandemic, such as frequent
hand washing, staying
home when sick, and mask-
wearing in crowded set-

tings. “There are common-
sense things that we have
learned through our experi-
ences in the last four years
that have definitely worked
in preventing us from get-
ting sick with one of these
respiratory viruses,” New-
land said.

“Recognizing the symp-
toms early and ensuring
equitable access to health-
care are key to improving
outcomes for those most af-
fected by this illness,” Sha-
piro added.

that’s going to be on the
table this coming Thursday.

Some of the best things
about Thanksgiving for me
are, of course, the turkey,
but then there is the pump-
kin pie. Whoever came up
with that idea of a pump-
kin pie, I would just like to
shake their hand and thank
them for all the good times
I had on Thanksgiving with
pumpkin pie.

One of the good things
about Thanksgiving is that
I can eat and get away with
it. If T had one piece of
pumpkin pie, I would say,
“Could I have another piece
of pumpkin pie?” And be-
cause it’s a Thanksgiving
dinner, nobody can say
no, not even The Gracious
Mistress of the Parsonage.

When I asked that ques-
tion, she looked at me with
one of “her looks” and

carefully shook her head in
the negative position, but
that’s about all she could
do. That’s the one thing I
love about Thanksgiving. |
can get away with it.

I can’t think of anything
around the Thanksgiving
table that I don’t like. The
food is magnificent. And
the pies are just wonderful.

My goal around the table
is to ensure that the pump-
kin pie vanishes without
The Gracious Mistress of
the Parsonage knowing it’s
happening.

While eating the first bite
of my first pumpkin pie, |
will lift my fork in the air
and say, “I want to thank
The Gracious Mistress of
the Parsonage for such a
wonderful menu today.”
Everybody around the table
will shout, “Yes.” And that
solves a lot of my difficul-

ties on Thanksgiving. Pass
on the pumpkin pie.

As I was thinking about
Thanksgiving, 1 couldn’t
help but think of Colos-
sians 3:17: “And whatsoev-
er ye do in word or deed, do
all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God
and the Father by him.”

A thankful heart is a heart
that pleases God. I want to
please God every day no
matter what it costs me.
The best way to thank God
is to be thankful for all my
family and friends. Some of
those may not be here next
Thanksgiving.

Dr. James L. Snyder
lives in Ocala, FL with
the Gracious Mistress of
the Parsonage. Telephone
1-352-216-3025, e-mail
Jjamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.james-
snyderministries.com.

Cemetary Space Broker will make you
offer on your cemetery plot

* [nherited plot and can't sell it?
» Bought plot years ago and your plans have changed?
» Singles space or Side by Side spaces is okay.
We will make you a "cash offer" on your cemetery plot today! If you get
voice mail-leave message phone number and information on cemetery
space. We will get back to you

Call Us Today!!!!!!!!

972.665.0170

Tin "5 4
Deninds Janas | Flickr
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Going Against the Flow

Sister
Tarpley
NDG

“But the whole assembly
talked about stoning them.”
- Numbers 14:10a

Have you ever had to
stand up against the major-
ity for a cause that wasn’t
popular?

God brought the Israelites
out of Egypt and promised
He would lead them into a
land of milk and honey.

The process of moving
out of Egypt was difficult.
They could no longer do
things the old way, for the
old ways didn’t work in the
desert.

God provided for them
during this journey. But
there came a point in which
the people forgot what God

had said.

Their discomfort changed
their belief about God.
Whenever God is slow to
answer our prayers, what
we believe about God is re-
vealed.

Do we change our plans
and move in a different
direction when pressure
mounts? Or do we continue
on the path God has directed
for us?

Four men believed what
God said and were willing
to stand; however, the crowd
wanted to stone them.

Then Moses and Aaron
fell face down in front of
the whole Israclite assembly
gathered there.

Joshua son of Nun and
Caleb son of Jephunneh,
who were among those who
had explored the land, tore
their clothes and said to the
entire Israelite assembly,

“The land we passed
through and explored is ex-
ceedingly good. Ifthe Lord
is pleased with us, He will
lead us into that land, a land
flowing with milk and hon-
ey, and will give it to us.

HOLIDAYS ARE STRESSFUL
Protect your Heart

[E1% 5 6]

L

STRESS CAN RAISE YOUR
BLOOD PRESSURE AND HEART RATE.
To learn how to keep your heart healthy visit

parklandhealth.org/hypertension

wlly

Parkland

Only do not rebel against
the Lord. And do not be
afraid of the people of the
land, because we will swal-
low them up.

Their protection is gone,
but the Lord is with us. Do
not be afraid of them.” But
the whole assembly talked
about stoning them.

Then the glory of the
Lord appeared at the Tent of
Meeting to all the Israelites
Numbers 14:5-10.

Notice Joshua and Ca-
leb’s response to the situ-
ation. They had spied the
land. They believed God.

They challenged the
crowd. They seemed to
know that if the Lord was
not pleased with them they
would not enter into the
Promised Land.

Those who grumbled

did not enter the Promised
Land. Only Joshua and Ca-
leb and a new generation
saw the fulfillment of God’s
promise.

Has God called you to
stand for a cause bigger than
yourself? You will have op-
position to His call; some-
times it even comes from
those in your own camp.

But if God has called you,

Inspiring Body
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‘.ﬁ'he time is always right to do

then you can be sure He will
make a way. He has already
opened the way before you.

But you must walk in
faith, joined with Him to
take the land. “... Be strong
and courageous.

Do not be terrified; do not
be discouraged, for the Lord
your God will be with you
wherever you go.”’

-Joshua 1:9

Christ socX
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what is right.” — Martin Luther King, Ir.

Dallas CASA needs more Black volunteers
to serve our community’s abused and
neglected children living in foster care.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR AN OMLIME INFORMATION SESSION:

Friday, Nov 15 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, Nov 21 &:00 - 7.00 p.m.

For mare information or to register for this event,
please visit dallascasa.org

Friday, Dec 6 12:000 - 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, Dec 12 6:00- 7:00 p.m.

L)
XPALLA:@ CASA
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Our certified Healthcare Navigators offer FREE support for Morth Texans locking for health insurance
coverage. Your Mavigator will make it easy to select and enroll in the best insurance plan for you and
your family.

[OLL NOW CALL US TODAY
Enroll before December 15 to Our Healthcare Navigators
ensure your health coverage provide FREE assistance for
starts on January 1, 2025. Open 16 counties in Morth Texas.
enrocllment ends January 15. Call 214-978-0042, 214-978-0018
or 214-978-0002 to get started.

Health Insurance
Marketplace

YEARS OF Metrupu!ltan Dallas
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