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Since 1994, when NAFTA elimi-
nated tariffs between the U.S., Can-
ada and Mexico, relations between
Mexico and the U.S. have remained
relatively stable, reports the Council
on Foreign Relations. This, despite
constant challenges involving im-
migration and drug trafficking.

The path of appeasement taken
by the last three Mexican presidents
have helped maintain this stability,
as international political expert and
author David R. Ayon explained in
an April American Community Me-
dia briefing.

Considering hostilities and recent
threats of tariffs directed at Mexico,
relations between the two countries
continue to be surprisingly stable.

In her cool-headed manner,
Mexico’s new president, Claudia
Sheinbaum, achieved exceptions to

Mexico’s new political favor:
A matter of luck or clever
negotiating skills?

Amid Trump-era turbulence and global instability, Mexico has emerged as the U.S.’s top
trading partner by leveraging diplomacy, economic foresight, and the quiet strength of
President Claudia Sheinbaum. (NDG Composite)

Trump’s March tariff orders, Shein-
baum reminding Trump of the Unit-
ed States Mexico Canada Agree-
ment (USMCA) signed during his
first administration. Sheinbaum

evenly pointed to conflicts between
the agreement and the imposition
of tariffs, the Associated Press re-
ported.

See MEXICO, Page 11
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Rep. LaMonica Mclver

Angel Reese

NDG Quote of the Week:

“I can accept failure. Everyone fails at something. But | can’t accept not trying.”

- Michael Jordan
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People in the News

Rep. LaMonica Mclver

At a large press confer-
ence on the House side of
the U.S. Capitol, members
of Congress rallied around
Congresswoman LaMonica
Mclver (D-NJ).

The members represent-
ed the diverse “tri-caucus”
made up of many of the
members of the Congressio-
nal Black Caucus, the Con-
gressional Hispanic Cau-
cus, and the Congressional
Women’s Caucus.

The three groups repre-
sent over half of the Demo-
cratic Caucus in the U.S.
House.

Though Mclver was not
present at the press event,
she was on Capitol Hill at-
tending meetings and House

votes. She is also expected
to be on national television
on the evening of May 20.
Yesterday, the New Jer-
sey Congresswoman was
charged with “impeding”
and “assaulting” law en-
forcement outside of Del-
aney Hall Immigration De-
tention Center in Newark,

New Jersey on May 9.

The confrontation oc-
curred after the arrest of
Newark Mayor Ras Baraka
but last night the acting U.S.
Attorney for the District of
New Jersey, Alina Habba
announced that the charges
against Mayor Baraka were
dropped. Rep. Mclver was
charged on the same day
that the Trump Administra-
tion, through the Depart-
ment of Justice, announced
an agreement to pay the
family of Ashley Babbitt $5
million.

Babbitt was shot dead by
a member of the U.S. Capi-
tol Police as she attempted
to enter the floor of the U.S.
House during the violent at-
tack on the U.S. Capitol on
January 6, 2021. The charg-

Angel Reese

The WNBA has launched
an investigation into what
it called “hateful fan com-
ments” directed at Chicago
Sky forward Angel Reese
during Saturday’s game
against the Indiana Fever—
an episode that reignited
long-simmering racial ten-
sions surrounding Reese
and Fever second-year
player Caitlin Clark.

The two players, who
entered the league together
last year after a fiery col-
lege rivalry, have become
emblematic of a racial di-
vide that continues to shape
how fans, media, and the
public perceive Black and
white women athletes.

Reese, who is Black, has
often been vilified for her
outspoken confidence and
physical play. Clark, who
is white, has largely been
celebrated, even while dis-
playing similar traits on the
court.

“They both are excellent
competitors,” ESPN broad-
caster Monica McNutt said.
“But if it had been the other

way around [Reese shoving
Clark], you could imag-
ine how this conversation
would go.”

In the third quarter of In-
diana’s 93-58 win, tensions
boiled over when Clark
slapped at the ball after Re-
ese secured an offensive re-
bound and had a clear path
to the basket. Reese fell to
the floor and quickly got
up to confront Clark before
Fever star Aliyah Boston
intervened.

Officials reviewed the
play, upgraded Clark’s foul
to a flagrant 1, and issued
technical fouls to both Re-
ese and Boston. As boos
rang out from the largely
non-African-American

crowd at Gainbridge Field-
house, Reese was targeted
more  aggressively—par-
ticularly during her free
throws.

The WNBA said it is
investigating “allegations
of hateful fan comments”
directed at her during the
game. “The WNBA strong-
ly condemns racism, hate,
and discrimination in all
forms — they have no place
in our league or in society,”
the league said in a state-
ment. “We are aware of the
allegations and are looking
into the matter.” Reese de-
clined to speak to the media
after the game and had no
comment Sunday through a

representative.
The confrontation—and
the crowd’s reaction—

quickly spilled into online
discourse, with some de-
fending Reese while others
amplified attacks. Former
NFL quarterback Robert
Griffin III, who is married
to a white woman, drew fire
for a post accusing Reese of
creating a hostile environ-

es against Rep. Mclver also
fell on the same day as what
would have been the 100th
birthday of Malcolm X.

After three months of
witnessing the Trump Ad-
ministration arrest and de-
port individuals to a prison
in El Salvador with no hear-
ing beforehand and pressure
law firms to complete work
pro bono, members of Con-
gress at the event in support
of Rep. Mclver appeared to
have recent history front of
mind.

“We know exactly why
we’re here today. That’s be-
cause the President of the
United States has weapon-
ized his Department of Jus-
tice in an attempt to make
a young congresswoman
from New Jersey the focal

point of his efforts to in-
timidate Congress into sub-
mission,” said Rep. Yvette
Clarke (D-NY), the Chair-
woman of the Congressio-
nal Black Caucus during the
crowded press event near
the steps of the U.S. Capitol.

“Let me be overwhelm-
ingly clear. Congresswom-
an Mclver has the full and
unwavering support of the
Congressional Black Cau-
cus. Period,” Clarke added.

Rep. Mclver, 38, entered
Congress in  September
2024 after winning a spe-
cial election after the death
of Congressman Donald
Payne, Jr.

“I'm standing here at a
time that should make all
of us as Americans truly
afraid,” said New Jersey

Democrat Cory Booker.

Senator Booker shook
hands and greeted New Jer-
sey colleagues U.S. Repre-
sentatives Robert Menen-
dez, Jr. (D-NJ) and Bonnie
Watson Coleman (D-NJ)
who were also a part of the
May 9 visit to Delaney Hall
Immigration detention cen-
ter that became a confronta-
tion after ICE officials got
into a dispute with the fed-
eral officials.

“Injustice anywhere is
a threat to justice every-
where. When they come
after judges we should be
afraid. When they come
after people who use their
First Amendment rights we
should be afraid. When they

at Happy State Bank!
HappyBank.com
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Now is the Time for Love,

By Rev. RB Holmes Jr.

I have had the humble
and high honor of serving
on three of the four ven-
erable historically black
colleges and universities
Board of Trustees in my
beloved state of Florida.
These outstanding and
prestigious universities are
Florida Memorial Univer-
sity in Miami, Florida Ag-
ricultural and Mechanical
University in Tallahassee,
and I currently serve on the
Board at Edward Waters
University in Jacksonville,
where I am chairman of the
Academic and Athletics
Committees.

I have joyfully, faith-
fully and persistently given
of my time, resources and
prayers to support, sustain
and strengthen the four
premier HBCUs in Flori-
da, in particular, and have
been and continue to be a
promoter, proponent and
protector of HBCUs, in
general.

Many of my fam-
ily members, including
my wife, mother, siblings,
in-laws, hundreds of my
parishioners and countless
number of friends attended
and graduated from HB-
CUs. I also am a gradu-
ate of an HBCU, Virginia
Union University School
of Theology. My point is
that supporting HBCUs is
a calling for me personally,
professionally, culturally
and spiritually. I feel these
universities and colleges
are positioned on sacred
and holy ground. It has
been my lifelong passion,
vigor, zeal and determina-
tion to not only see these
HBCUs in Florida survive
but thrive.

These and other HBCUs
are crucially important for
the upward mobility of
our race and other races.
Obviously, Rattler Na-
tion and others are disap-
pointed and frustrated in
the selection of attorney
Marva Johnson as the next

president of FAMU. In full
disclosure, my preference
was Dr. Donald Palm, who
is a phenomenal educator,
a transformational leader
and, most of all, presi-
dential material. 1 made
my preference known to
several trustees and oth-
ers. However, he was not
selected by the trustees,
and we must now move
forward.

I don’t know attorney
Marva Johnson. I do know
that the attacks on her char-
acter, family and selection
as the next president of
FAMU are unfortunate, un-
necessary and unkind. Yes,
attack the process but not
the person. We must find
the grace to be better than
this. Name-calling doesn’t
change anything.

The board of trustees
has spoken. I just don’t be-
lieve in my soul and spirit
that the trustees who voted
for Dr. Palm and those
who voted for President-
Elect Johnson have a hid-

Op-Ed

Unity

den agenda to dismantle
FAMU. I don’t believe that
these trustees will allow
anyone to defund, decon-
struct, disrupt, desecrate or
destroy this treasured insti-
tution.

I am praying fervently
for President-Elect John-
son. | am praying that God
will give her the strength,
wisdom, favor and patience
to execute her vision for
this remarkable univer-
sity to guide it toward the
“path of preeminence.”
Who knows? Maybe God is
sending her to the Highest
of Seven Hills “for such a
time as this.” Furthermore,
in the words of Pope Leo
X1V, “Brothers and sisters,
this is the hour for love.” 1
say, “Brothers and sisters,
this is the hour for love and
unity.”

Rev. Dr. RB Holmes is
publisher of the Capital
Outlook newspaper and
pastor of the historic Bethel
Missionary Baptist Church
in Tallahassee, Florida.

Crump applauds promise by Mayor Adams to
uncover the truth about Malcolm X murder

National civil rights at-
torney Ben Crump issued
a statement in response
to Mayor Eric Adams’
remarks during a power-
ful press conference com-
memorating the 100th
birthday of Malcolm X. In
his comments, Mayor Ad-
ams pledged to help bring
long-overdue justice to
Malcolm X and his family.
He committed to confront-
ing the systemic failures
and unanswered questions
that have persisted for de-
cades — and to resolving
the family’s pending legal

claims during his adminis-
tration.

In November 2024, the
estate of Malcolm X filed a
lawsuit against the United
States Government, De-
partment of Justice, Feder-
al Bureau of Investigation,
the Central Intelligence
Agency, and the New York
Police Department. The
lawsuit alleges these enti-
ties played a significant
role in the events leading to
Malcolm X’s assassination
and engaged in a decades-
long cover-up to shield
their involvement from the

Keep up with the news
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public.

Crump released the fol-
lowing statement:

“I applaud Mayor Eric
Adams for his powerful
commitment today to final-
ly uncovering the full truth
about the assassination of
one of the most transfor-
mative leaders in American
history.

“His promise that he will
do everything in his power
as Mayor of New York City
to get justice for Malcolm,
and expeditiously resolve
the ongoing legal matters
with the family, signals an

important step forward in
the long fight for account-
ability and transparency.
Malcolm X was more than
a man, he was a movement.
He was taken from us by a
system that feared his pow-
er and his vision, and as
Mayor Adams rightly said,
there were many hands in-
volved in that tragic and
calculated act.

“We are encouraged
by the Mayors recogni-
tion of the emotional toll
this injustice continues to

See CRUMP Page 7
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After a week of battllng health care cuts, CBC talks strategy

By Lauren Burke

During a session with
reporters on May 15, six
members of the Congressio-
nal Black Caucus discussed
their battle to push back on
massive cuts to health care
and messaging strategy.
Chairwoman Yvette Clarke
(D-NY), Rep. Troy Carter
(D-LA), Rep. Sydney Ka-
mlager-Dove (D-WA), Rep.

Robin Kelly (D-IL), Rep.
Jasmine Crockett (D-TX)
and Rep. Jennifer McClel-

lan (D-VA) attended the me-
dia session.
The interviews took place

a day before Republicans
in the U.S. House on the
Budget Committee failed to
advance President Trump’s
N budget plan. Though the
Ebudget failed to advance,
3 because GOP members
%want even deeper cuts to
@ social programs, the com-
< mittee will meet again late
in the evening on Sunday,
May 18.
“We understood the as-

signment. We understood
that the bulk of the cuts
that were going to fund
these tax cuts were going to
come from, you know, on
the backs of people’s health
care,” said Congresswoman
Jennifer McClellan (D-VA)
after a question from Black
Press USA.

“Nationwide, they’re go-
ing to strip 13.7 million
people off of health care,

off their health insurance. In
Virginia, that’s going to be a
little over 200,000. And it’s
going to blow a hole in our
state budget,” Rep. McClel-
lan added. The members
were asked about why Dem-
ocrats focused on Medicaid
almost exclusively when
the budget cuts millions in
so many subjects — educa-

See CBC, Page 13

Billboards touting Naloxone bolster campaign addressing
Black overdose crisis in Albuquerque

ALBUQUERQUE, NM
— The “You Have The Pow-
er to Save Lives” campaign
is in full swing in Albuquer-
que, where up to six high-
way billboards will urge
people to get free naloxone.
This life-saving, overdose-
reversing medication is sav-
ing lives.

The campaign, led by
Vital Strategies, a global
health organization, is ex-
panding the availability of
naloxone in seven cities
across the United States:
Albuquerque, NM; New-
ark, NJ; Philadelphia, PA;
Durham, NC; Louisville,
KY; Detroit, MI; and Mil-

waukee, WI.

The campaign goal is to
reduce overdose deaths in
Black communities by or-
ganizing local, civic, com-
munity, and government
leaders in these cities to
distribute more naloxone at
neighborhood locations and
educate residents about the
benefits of naloxone, which
is also known by its brand
name, Narcan.

“There has been an up-
tick in our distribution of
naloxone since the cam-
paign launched in March,”
said Stacy Burleson, Exec-
utive Director of Women in
Leadership, a lead agency

for the campaign in Albu-
querque. “We are very ex-
cited about the billboards;
that is our latest effort to
bring attention to the Black
overdose problem in New
Mexico.”

Since late March, Burle-
son said at least 211 Narcan
kits have been distributed
as part of the “You Have
the Power to Save Lives”
campaign. At the heart of
the campaign is a new web-
sitt —YouCanSaveLives.
org — where people can find
out where to get naloxone
near them, hear powerful,
real-world testimonials, and
take action to spread the

One woman'’s fight for recovery highlights
urgent need for long COVID research

(Newswise) Long
COVID—<clinically known
as post-acute sequelac of
SARS-CoV-2 infection
(PASC)—is a life-altering
condition that affects more
than 400 million people
worldwide. Symptoms can
persist for months or even
years after the initial infec-
tion. Often dismissed and
poorly understood, Long
COVID can derail lives, ca-
reers, and futures.

For Shalisha Kennedy, it
did all three.

A dedicated professional
working in the prison sys-
tem in Atlanta, Georgia,
Shalisha first thought her
symptoms in April 2020
were seasonal allergies.
But when her shortness of
breath worsened and her
fatigue became debilitating,
she sought medical help. At
the time, COVID-19 was
still new and testing was
unreliable. She was diag-
nosed with a low-grade fe-
ver and sent home. Unable
to breathe properly or stay

awake for more than a few
hours, she was forced to
stop working.

Months passed. By Sep-
tember 2020, Shalisha de-
veloped blood clots in her
lungs—a harrowing escala-
tion. Local physicians pre-
scribed blood thinners but
dismissed her persisting
fatigue and brain fog, chalk-
ing it up to stress or weight.
“They told me to lose weight
and be more active,” Shali-

See COVID, Page 12

word about the importance
of naloxone.

While overdose rates in
New Mexico have declined

8% since 2021, for much of

the past two decades, New
Mexico has had signifi-
cantly higher drug overdose
deaths than other states. In
Bernalillo County, where

Check us
out on
Youtube

and
Subscribe!

Albuquerque is located,
the rate of overdose deaths
among Black residents
was 70 deaths per 100,000,
among the highest in the
country. Across the country,
overdoses are the leading
cause of injury death for
Black adults in the United
States, surpassing gun vio-

lence and car crashes. In
many cities, older Black
men are four times more
likely to die of overdose
than other men in their age
group.

Burleson, who is a re-
covered drug wuser, said

See BILLBOARD, Page 16
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Black Press to Target: Your silence is loud—and costly

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

Even before Target pub-
licly rolled back its diver-
sity, equity, and inclusion
(DEI) programs, the Black
Press of America had re-
quested a meeting with
CEO Brian Cornell.

Those  requests—from
National Newspaper Pub-
lishers Association (NNPA)
President and CEO Dr.
Benjamin F. Chavis Jr. and
NNPA Chairman Bobby
Henry—have gone unan-
swered for nearly a year.

Cornell has not spoken
to either Chavis or Henry,
who represent the more

250 Black-owned
and media
companies that make up
the NNPA.

Just recently, a lower-
level Target employee ac-

than
newspapers

knowledged via email that
the company is aware of
the request for a meeting—
but no such meeting has
been scheduled.
Meanwhile, Cornell met

Trump demands probe of
celebs who backed Harris

By Stacy M. Brown

NNPA Senior National
Correspondent
President Donald

Trump’s latest tirade marks
a new chapter in what crit-
ics call one of modern his-
tory’s angriest and most
vengeful post-election vic-
tory laps.

Despite reclaiming the
White House, Trump and
his inner circle continue to
lash out—not at rivals in
government, but at celebri-
ties who backed his 2024
Vice President

opponent,

STONAL NEWSPAn
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“The Black Press
-~ of America”_

Kamala Harris.

In a series of overnight
social media posts filled
with capital letters and ac-
cusations, Trump called
for a federal investigation
into pop and cultural icons
Beyoncé, Oprah Winfrey,
Bruce Springsteen, and
Bono.

The reason: their support
for Harris during the cam-
paign. Trump Dbaselessly
accused them of being
“illegally =~ compensated”
under the guise of perfor-
mance or production con-
tracts, calling the endorse-

ments “a desperate effort
to artificially build up her
sparse crowds.”

“Candidates aren’t al-
lowed to pay for EN-
DORSEMENTS,” Trump
wrote. “This was a very
expensive and desperate ef-
fort... IT’S NOT LEGAL!”

Springsteen was already
in Trump’s crosshairs after
criticizing the administra-
tion during a concert in
England, calling it “cor-
rupt, incompetent, and trea-
sonous.”

See CELEBS, Page 12

[r—

with Rev. Al Sharpton,
who stated publicly that
he was not participating
in a boycott of Target and
really didn’t have a dog in
the fight. That meeting—

§ “The Black Press
=

and the snub of the Black
Press—has deepened frus-
tration within the Black
media community and re-
inforced what NNPA mem-
bers say is a longstanding
pattern of corporate disre-
spect.

Target has not yet re-
sponded to the Black Press
for this article.
of
S America is  concerned
> about our continued pub-
gohc education and selective
£ buying campaign directed

toward Target,” Chavis

stated.

“While we heard from
some of the staff of Target,
we’ve not had direct com-
munication with Target’s

CEO, Brian Cornell. We in-
tend to intensify our efforts
to get this issue resolved in
the interest of 50 million
African American consum-
ers across the nation.”
Tracey Williams-Dillard,
publisher and CEO of the
Minnesota Spokesman-
Recorder, located near
Target’s Minneapolis head-
quarters, said the com-
pany’s continued silence
“sends the message that
Target does not value us as
consumer-based dollars.”
She noted reports of
more than 13 consecutive
weeks of declining foot
traffic at stores and criti-

See TARGET, Page 6

We l@w Ugly RHeuses

- Pretty Houses
Ugly Houses
Divorce
Inheritance
Problem Tenants
Need Repairs
Vacant House

Fire Damage
Estate Sale
Behind on payments
CALL 972-665-0170

W@ By e Houses w Fast

Keep Up with the News Back Home!

If you aren’t originally from Dallas, we’ve still got you covered! As members of NNPA,
the North Dallas Gazette is connected to Black newspapers across the country. Visit our
site to find links to African-American newspapers in your hometown and beyond!

www.northdallasgazette.com

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com

May 22-28, 2025 | North Dallas Gazette 5



Celebrating milestones and new beginnings

Joyce
Foreman
Dallas ISD
District 6

Hello, again, D6.

It’s hard to believe the
school year is almost over.
I know how much heart and
hard work everyone, from
teachers and administrators
to students and families,
poured into getting to this
point. And for many of you,
that journey ends with the

joy of walking across the
graduation stage.

To our amazing D6 se-
niors — congratulations!
You’ve hit a huge milestone,
and I hope you take a mo-
ment, even in the middle of
all the excitement and chaos
of these last few weeks, to
really soak it in and feel
proud. Some of you are off
to college, others jumping
right into the workforce,
but no matter where you’re
headed next, I know you’re
ready for whatever comes
your way. After all, you’re

about to be proud Dallas
ISD alums!

Whether starting pre-K,
high school, or anywhere
in between, our students
are ending one chapter and
preparing for another. I am
reminded of this verse from
The Collected Poems by
Langston Hughes: “Hold
fast to dreams, for if dreams
die life is a broken-winged
bird that cannot fly. Hold
fast to dreams for when
dreams go, life is a barren
field frozen with snow.”

Passion is the fuel for ev-

erything you do in life, and
Dallas ISD is committed to
helping our students find it.
We offer so many programs
and opportunities for you to
explore, and take pride in
empowering our students to
follow their dreams. With
a dream and passion, you
will go far in life, and Dal-
las ISD is excited to watch
you grow.
Congratulations, new
National Honor Society
members: The recent in-
duction of several Justin
F.  Kimball High School

basketball players into the
National Honor Society is a
shining example of what it
means to lead with heart and
discipline, both on the court
and in the classroom. With
GPAs of 3.5 or higher, these
student-athletes show us
that true excellence knows
no boundaries.

Register for pre-K for
the 2025-2026 school year:
Families with pre-K aged
children can now enroll for
the next school year. Stud-
ies show that students who
attend pre-K are 3.5 times

more likely to be ready for
kindergarten, more likely to
succeed in school, and more
likely to attend college. Set
your children up for success
by signing them up for pre-
K today! For more informa-
tion, visit the Dallas ISD
website.

Enroll for 2025-2026:
Enrollment for the 2025-
2026 school year is open for
all grade levels. Don’t miss
the chance to shape your
child’s future, and get them
signed up for the upcoming
school year!

>
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cized the company’s deci-
sion to dismantle its DEI
initiatives just before Black
History Month.

“The timing was dis-
turbing,” Williams-Dillard
said. “It was a slap in the
face.”

Henry, publisher of the
Westside Gazette in Ft.
Lauderdale and chairman
of the NNPA, didn’t hold
back: “Target’s manipulat-
ed silence toward the Black
Press sends a powerful and
troubling message to Black
America—that our voices,

platforms, and influence
are expendable.”

He said Target’s behav-
ior suggests the company’s
earlier DEI push was “a
short-term PR strategy”
rather than a commitment
to real equity.

“True diversity requires
long-term investment,”
Henry said. “When com-
panies pull back, we must
pull back too. Black con-
sumers are speaking with
their dollars every day.”

Inresponse to Target’s in-
action, the NNPA launched

a selective buying and con-
sumer education campaign
earlier this year. That effort
began as Rev. Jamal Bry-
ant’s “Target Fast” drew
nearly 200,000 supporters,
and the NAACP issued a
formal consumer advisory
citing Target’s retreat from
its racial justice pledges.
As major organizations,
we are in lockstep with our
messages to Black con-
sumers. In Omaha, Omaha
Star publisher Terri Sand-
ers said the company’s DEI
commitment “was never
intentional—it was a go-
along-with-the-crowd act.”

She called Target’s refusal
to invest in Black-owned
media “redlining at its best.
Target’s ignoring the Black
Press indicates that the
Black consumer should ig-
nore Target,” Sanders said.

Chicago Defender Man-
aging Editor Tacuma Roe-
back agreed, describing
Target’s failure to support
Black media as either “mis-
guided, pigheaded, or sim-
ply unwilling to address the
needs of a community that
helped make them pop in
the first place.

“And now it’s too late.

“The energy once associ-

ated with shopping at Tar-
get has faded.”

Seattle Medium publish-
er Chris Bennett said the
lack of foot traffic in local
stores is “very noticeable.
Target will learn one way
or another that Black dol-
lars do matter.”

Mississippi  Link pub-
lisher and NNPA board
member Jackie Hampton
observed a decline in Black
shoppers at her local Target
store.

Hampton challenged
Target’s leadership to re-
consider its direction.

“I would hate to see Tar-

get die because of hate,”
she said.

Across the board, NNPA
publishers stressed that vis-
ibility in Black-owned me-
dia is about far more than
advertising dollars. Cheryl
Smith, publisher of T7ex-
as Metro News, Garland
Journal, and 1 Messenger
Media, called Target’s be-
havior “economic apart-
heid. We are the truth-tell-
ers,” Smith said. “We stand
on integrity, transparency,
and the love of our people.
If you want our dollars, you
better respect our institu-
tions.”

>
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come after law firms to rep-
resent clients of their choice
we should be afraid. When
they attack universities and
the vital role they play in a
free society we should be

afraid,” Senator Booker told
the large crowd of members
of Congress, reporters, and
others.

“This entire situation hap-
pened because of the unjust

arrest of Mayor Baraka,”
Rep. Jasmine Crockett (D-
TX) said during her open-
ing remarks at a House Ju-
diciary Committee hearing
called by the Republicans
on the issue of the fracas on
May 9.

“Members of Congress
have the right to con-
duct oversight, full stop
— whether that’s holding
Cabinet officials account-
able or visiting Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) facilities. Represen-

tative Mclver was perform-
ing her proper oversight
role, a role she was elected
by the American people to
do — and even participated
in a one-hour tour after the
incident occurred,” wrote
Rep. Jamie Raskin who is

the ranking member of the
House Judiciary Commit-
tee.

Members expressed con-
cern about what happens
next and are monitoring the
situation around Mclver
closely.
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Dallas is officially the city of number one overall picks

By Jamal Baker
NDG Contributing Writer

The unthinkable hap-
pened, the unimaginable
has taken place. For the
first time in franchise his-
tory, the Dallas Mavericks
have won the 2025 NBA
Draft Lottery. With only a
1.8 percent chance of se-
curing the No. 1 overall
pick, the basketball gods
have shown favor to an or-
ganization and fanbase that
has been through its fair
share of trials and tribula-
tions the past three months.

What a time it is to be a
basketball fan in the city of
Dallas. The Dallas Wings
also won the WNBA Draft
lottery last November and
drafted UConn Huskies su-
perstar Paige Bueckers last
month.

It’s only the second time
one city has held the No. 1
overall pick in the NBA and
WNBA drafts in the same
year—happening once
before in 2003 when the
Cleveland Cavaliers draft-
ed Lebron James, and the
now nonexistent Rockers
drafted LaToya Thomas.

The Mavericks are all but
guaranteed to select Duke
phenom Cooper Flagg with
their top selection. Both
Bueckers and Flagg will
positively impact a city that
was in desperate need of a
breath of fresh air.

Flagg is a generational
talent who was ready to
play professional basket-
ball the moment he en-

rolled at Duke University.
He excels on both ends of
the floor with a high basket-
ball IQ and an elite motor.

Standing 6°7.75”, 221
pounds, with a seven foot
wingspan, Flagg can score
on all three levels and
has the ability to push the
break and initiate offense
after grabbing a defensive
rebound. Flagg will pair
nicely with Anthony Da-
vis, who was also a No. 1
overall pick in 2012. The
size and versatility of both
players will cause matchup
nightmares for opponents
on the offensive and defen-
sive ends of the floor.

Flagg can play small
forward with Davis at the
power forward position,
while also being able to fill
in at the power forward po-
sition when Davis plays the
five in small ball lineups.
Flagg and Davis will make
it difficult for opponents to
score the basketball at the
rim as both are special rim
protectors.

A potential starting line-

-
C RU M P, from Page 3

have on Malcolm's family,
the Black community, and
our country. And we stand
ready to work with him to
close this painful chapter.
Not just with words, but
with real action.

“We must finish the work

>

that Malcolm began. That
means reckoning with our
past honestly, holding in-
stitutions accountable, and
ensuring that the legacy of
Malcolm X is honored not
only in memory, but in jus-
tice.”

up of Kyrie Irving, Cooper
Flagg, PJ Washington, An-
thony Davis, and Dereck

Lively II will be a force
to be reckoned with in the
league.

Bueckers’ arrival in Dal-
las couldn’t have come at a
better time.

In 2026 the Wings will
leave their current home
court at UT Arlington’s
College Park Center and
move to Memorial Arena
at the Kay Bailey Hutchi-
son Convention Center
in downtown Dallas. The
Wings are looking to build
something special with its
new franchise player both
on and off the court as they

enter a new chapter.

In her first two games
in the WNBA, Bueckers
is averaging 14.5 points, 6
rebounds, 5 assists, and a
steal.

“It’s going to take a
while to, obviously, get
used to the physicality in
the WNBA, but I think
she’s got the talent. She’s
going to be amazing for us.
And she’s just going to get
better from game to game,
from season to season. And
you already can see now
she’s gotten more comfort-
able out there from game

one, so she’s going to be
tremendous for this orga-
nization for a long time,”
Dallas Mavericks legend
Dirk Nowitzki said.

Bueckers and Flagg give
fans reasons to believe in
the futures of both organi-
zations as the city of Dallas
welcomes two new poten-
tial superstars to its pro-
fessional basketball scene.
Dallas basketball fans have
a reason to be excited and
they are good hands for
years to come with the
hope for multiple champi-
onships.

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com
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Feature

Find more on the South Dallas Club’s scholarship luncheon at www.northdallasgazette.com

By Gwendolyn H. Daniels

The South Dallas Busi-
ness and  Professional
Women’s Club, Inc. (SDB-
PWC) recently held its 61st
Annual V. Alyce Foster
Trailblazer Awards Lun-
cheon in the elegant Chan-
tilly Ballroom at the Hilton
Anatole in Dallas.

U.S. Congresswoman
Jasmine Crockett served as
keynote speaker and SDB-
PWC capped their 71st year
of service in the Greater
Dallas Community by
awarding 10 deserving high
school seniors with schol-
arships totaling $70,500. It
was the largest amount of

e VAR
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(Left) Dr. Terri O’Neal Ford, National President and CEO of the National Association of Negro Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, Inc., (Middle) Members of the South Dallas Business and Professional

Women’s Club, Inc., (Right) keynote speaker U.S. Rep. Jasmine Crockett. (Courtesy photos)

South Dallas Club welcomes U.S. Rep. Jasmine Crockett,
awards $70,500 in scholarships at annual luncheon

scholarship funding ever
donated by SDBPWC.

An audience of more
than 900 guests received
the members of the his-
toric Club as they formed
a processional in their sig-
nature red and entered the
ballroom at high noon. Dr.
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Brittani Moncrease (Courtesy photos)

Lavern J. Holyfield, the
35th president of SDB-
PWC, was the last to enter
the Chantilly to a standing
audience. She was escorted
by her husband, Ombuds-
man Winston Holyfield.
Immediately prior to the
President’s entrance was

W=

W

(Left) Dr. Holyfield with the 2025 SDBPWC Ombudsmen, (Right) Dr. Holyfield with the 2025 SDBPWC

Scholars (Courtesy photos)

Dr. Terri O’Neal Ford, Na-
tional President and CEO of
the National Association of
Negro Business and Profes-
sional Women’s Clubs, Inc.

“Stony the Road We
Trod: Paving the Way for
Community Empower-
ment” is the theme chosen

N

(Left) Dr. Lavern J. Holyfield, the 35th president of SDBPWC, welcomes the audience, (Middle) Dr. Holyfield with the honorees, (Right) Emcee

by Jocelyn Medlock Price,
SDBPWC’s 2025 luncheon
chair who was assisted by
Nakisha  Lewis-Williams
and Gwendolyn H. Dan-
iels, co-chairs of this no-
table event. Everyone was
entertained throughout
the luncheon by the dy-

Co-Chairs (Courtesy photos)

namic Rob Holbert Group,
featuring Rick Bernard
James. WFAA - Channel
8 News Reporter Brittani
Moncrease served as the
luncheon emcee, Rev. Dr.
Sheron C. Patterson stirred
attendees with an electri-
fying opening prayer, and
U.S. Congresswoman Jas-
mine Crokett delivered an
arousing keynote address
with several interruptions
of standing applause from
the audience.

SDBPWC  recognized
eleven deserving individu-
als for their outstanding ca-
reer and/or service con-

See SDBPWC, Page 13

(Left) The 2025 SDBPWC Leadership FIVE, (Right) the 2025 President, 1st VP and the Trailblazer Chair-
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Entertainment

Film Review: ‘Mlssmn Impossible — The Final Reckoning’ is an epic flick

By Dwight Brown
NNPA Film Critic

(***1/2) If there’s one
thing that we’ve learned
over the 30-year history of
this franchise, it’s that the
missions aren’t so impos-
sible when Ethan Hunt is
in charge and Tom Cruise
takes the wheel.

Frankly the last chapter,
Dead Reckoning Part One,
was good but not great. So,
this, possibly the final epi-
sode, needs to be stellar if
all involved want to go out
with a bang. To leave noth-
ing but good memories be-
hind. Are they up to it? Hell
yeah!

The stakes are high. An
Al god called the Entity is
plotting humankind’s an-
nihilation. The key to the
defeat of this artificial in-
telligence monster lies
somewhere below the frigid
Bering Sea. Hunt is deter-
mined to save humanity.
He’s aided by his old troupe
of covert operators, Luther
(Ving Rhames), Benji (Si-
mon Pegg) and the latest
addition Grace (Hayley At-
well), a former lover and a
pickpocket, slight-of-hand
magician. The diabolical
and power-hungry merce-
nary Gabriel (Esai Morales)
is set on blocking his path
and hastening his demise.

quences when Cruise looks
like he was coached by
Circ du Soleil. A range of
blue colors, with mesmer-
o izing lighting are displayed
as Hunt attempts a dive
.N that defies the imagina-
o 5 tion—and logic too. Dude,
&can you really descend that
pel deep, lose an oxygen tank,

then ascend to the surface
that fast and not die from
decompression  sickness
(DCS) or arterial gas em-
bolism (AGE)? Some of the
film’s stunts are so super-
hero silly. Stretching reality.
Yet you stick with Tom be-
cause you know he’s such
a badass he’ll make you

forget the improbable parts
and love the good ones.
Cruise still runs like he’s
the frontrunner on the last
lap of an 800-meter NCAA
track and field meet. He
does it for miles. An obvi-
ous illusion at times. But

See FILM, Page 12

There are hitches, fits and
starts. But once Ethan starts
his quest, nothing can stop
him. Not the angry agents
who trail him, Briggs and
Degas (Shea Whigham
and Greg Tarzan Davis).
Nor a former adversary,
Paris (Pom Klementieff),
who joins his fight. There
are others who will help
him, like the President of
the United States (Angel
Basset). Meanwhile, time
is ticking away and there’s
never enough of it. Could
the world go kaboom? Hunt
pleads, “I want you to trust
me one last time.”

What viewers expect
from the jump is a huge
action scene. Then all of a
sudden that Mission: Im-
possible theme song will
play, and the rest of the
mind-boggling, covert
operations will ensue. In-
stead head screenwriter
and director Christopher

McQuarrie, with actor/pro-
ducer Cruise looking over
his shoulder, starts with in-
triguing scenes laced with

retrospective glimpses of

all the franchise’s movies.
In quick bursts (think Op-
penheimer), M: I’s most fa-
mous stunts flash across the
screen. A young buck Tom
Cruise repelling down from
a ceiling, tethered by a cord
and landing inches from the
floor. A numbing green dust
bomb thrown in an office
full of executives. Hunt on
the sides of the many high
rises he’s climbed or de-
scended in his career. The
nostalgia is cumbersome,
but sweet. It shows the
depth of the series and its
legacy.

The gorgeous footage
(cinematographer ~ Fraser
Taggart) becomes more and
more entrancing as the film
progresses. Most noted are
the balletic underwater se-

<
RE ESE, from Page 2

ment.

“Angel Reese said she is
the villain, refused to an-
swer questions about Cait-
lin Clark, and has celebrat-
ed flagrant fouls on Caitlin
Clark,” the ill-informed
Griffin said. “I’m not help-
ing create anything. Angel
Reese has fed into this with
her actions. She needs to do
better.”

Former Cowboys wide

receiver Dez Bryant fired
back at Griffin.

“Both girls are good in
their own right,” Bryant
asserted. “Caitlin Clark is
better than Angel Reese,
but saying she hates her is
wild. You are helping create
a negative narrative around
Angel Reese ... and I don’t
respect it, respectfully. You
know this is tied into race..
and the way you’re playing

>
it is wild. We gotta do bet-
ter.”

Chicago Sky CEO and
president Adam Fox fully
supported Reese and wel-
comed the WNBA’s inves-
tigation.

“We will do everything
in our power to protect
Chicago Sky players,” Fox
said. “And we encourage
the league to continue tak-
ing meaningful steps to cre-
ate a safe environment for
all WNBA players.”

N angd Health Fair
Thursday, May 29
10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

CENTENNIAL HALL

AT FAIR PARK
DART.ORG/SENIORS

lela ge.

Special Guest Emcee
DEEANNE MEECE
Ms. Texas Senior America

Nz
AMERICANS

MONTH (7

FLIP THE SCRIPT OM AGIHG: MAY 2025

QUESTIONS?
Contact Robert Sullivan
at RSullivan@DART.org
or 214-749-2620.

OLDER
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Go Ape Plano hosts Hank’s Friends for an inclusive day of adventure

On Saturday, May 3, Go
Ape Zipline & Adventure
Park in Plano, Texas, part-
nered with Hank’s Friends,
a local 501(c)(3) nonprofit,
to host a memorable com-
munity networking event
that combined outdoor ad-
venture with heartwarming
connection. The day was
designed to uplift individu-
als with special needs and
bring together families, lo-
cal businesses, and service
providers for a celebration
of courage, inclusivity, and
community.

Hank’s  Friends was
founded to help the special
needs  community—and
anyone in search of sup-
port—connect with busi-
nesses and resources ready
to serve. The event at Go
Ape brought this mission to
life, creating a welcoming
and empowering environ-

MOBILE

ment where everyone could
challenge themselves and
build lasting relationships.
Inclusive Adventure in
Action
Throughout the day, at-
tendees explored Go Ape’s
thrilling treetop rope course
and zipline challenges, with
expertly trained staff pro-

viding guidance, accom-
modations, and encourage-
ment every step of the way.
For many participants, the
experience was a power-
ful opportunity to conquer
fears, embrace adventure,
and build confidence in a
supportive setting.

“This event was a beauti-

v yard games,
3 networking,
O tive conversations between

ful example of what’s pos-
sible when inclusion meets
adventure,” said Alyssa
Hartley, Local Marketing
Coordinator and previous
Adventure Guide at Go
Ape. “We watched indi-
viduals and families step
outside their comfort zones,
try something new, and ex-
perience genuine joy. These
are the moments that define
our mission.”

The event also featured

community
and interac-

local organizations and at-
tendees—all aimed at fos-
tering deeper connections
and raising awareness of
the many resources avail-
able to families in the spe-
cial needs community.
Empowering Moments,
Lasting Impact
One of the day’s most in-

spiring themes was shared
courage: families cheering

each other on, participants
encouraging strangers-
turned-friends, and the

undeniable impact of an
environment built on trust
and empowerment. The Go
Ape team’s dedication to
safety, inclusion, and emo-
tional support helped make
the event a success for all
involved.

A Model for Future

Events

Go Ape is proud to offer
custom events for nonprof-
its, school groups, busi-
nesses, and community
organizations at all its lo-
cations across the country.
Each experience is tailored
to the group’s needs and
designed to inspire growth,
unity, and adventure.

Interested in planning
a transformational event?

Learn more and request
a quote at goape.com/
groups/#getquote.

Hank’s Friends is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit dedi-
cated to helping individu-
als—especially those in the
special needs communi-
ty—connect with support-
ive businesses, services,
and one another. Through
events, education, and part-
nerships, Hank’s Friends
promotes inclusion, em-
powerment, and a spirit of
togetherness. Learn more at
hanksfriends.org.

With 16 locations in 11
states, Go Ape is America’s
leading provider of immer-
sive aerial adventure parks.
Through  purpose-driven
outdoor experiences, Go
Ape inspires people to con-
nect with nature, each oth-
er, and themselves.

BEST SOUTHWEST

JUNE
TEENTH

FREEI]I]M DAY

/{"?f. ;}r—n/L

NOTARY
SERVICES

GATES OPEN SPM | EVENT 6PM-10PM
GRIMES PARK | DESOTO, TX
FREE ADMISSION & PARKING

Convenient Motarization = - =
at Your Location! Live Music | Family Fun | Food
MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT
OUR SERVICE: ZAPP
CHADNEY CHRISTLE
NTENSE THE BAND

* Document Notarization « Cerlified Copies - |
« Signature Witnessing « Oath Administration ' .

s L et k- = LA MeSoto Lremigp
¢ 501.647.1911 & " o , Ll

2 chill@heroffices.com
hitps:cliniguedd wissite com/heroflices

FOR M'DIIE INFO 'H‘ISIT DESGTDE\FEHTS EVENTBRITE.COM
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Contact Marketing at 972-432-5219 for Career Opportunity Advertising

Marketplace
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Though Trump’s threats
will have few real impacts
on trade, the threat of tariffs
have already affected the
value of the peso and for-
eign investment flows into
Mexico, explained Ayon.

Yet, like the presidents
before her, Sheinbaum has
taken a stance of appease-
ment with the U.S., divert-
ing more water across its
border, enabling border
militarization, and increas-
ing control over migration,
said Ayon.This, while try-
ing to convey to the Trump
Administration that the
U.S. has a stake in main-
taining positive relations
with the country.

A certain amount of luck
has entered into this good
relationship, explained
Ayon. During the COVID
pandemic, as disruptions
of global supply chains en-
couraged the U.S. to trade
closer to home, Mexico
gained an advantage, be-
coming the number one
trading partner for the U.S.
in 2023.

This position of promi-
nence in trade makes this
stable relationship a great
achievement for Mexico,
which Ayon points out is
very valuable to both coun-
tries. Mexico is benefiting
from being adjacent to the
U.S., compared to Canada,
which has experienced
tense relations with the
U.S. since Trump took of-
fice.

According to political
strategist and consultant,
Luis Alvarado, Mexico’s
new trade dominance has
allowed it to grow both
economically and socially,
while reducing U.S. depen-
dence on China. Mexico
is now enjoying a stronger
economy, improved quality
of life, and dramatic social
changes, as Mexican citi-
zens increasingly remain
in their homes, despite

historical migration trends.
We’re now seeing a grow-
ing proportion of migrants
coming from South and
Central America, explained
Alvarado.

To improve on its posi-
tion in 2024, Mexico com-
mitted to a major invest-
ment and expansion of its
Pacific port in Manzanillo,
reassuring foreign inves-
tors of its commitment to
an internationalized eco-
nomic model. Yet, the re-
jection of container ships
and recent delays have hurt
trade, just as Mexico ex-
pands its capacity through
the port.

Despite Trump’s attacks
on Mexico due to fentanyl
and prominent headlines
about cartels in the north,
the country has made social
and economic progress as a
whole, he explained.

Sheinbaum has also been
successful in anticipating
Trump’s actions and par-
ticularly skilled in under-
standing his manipulation
of media resources. With
her experience as the for-
mer mayor of Mexico City,
Sheinbaum learned nego-
tiating skills and an ability
to skillfully avoid reaction-
ary comments which could
provoke a response from
President Trump, said Al-
varado.

Mexico has continued to
benefit from good relations
with the U.S. just as much
of the world is struggling
under the chaos and uncer-
tainty of the Trump Admin-
istration, he said.

Since unpredictable
markets make investment
decisions difficult, busi-
nesses tend to reduce their
investments during periods
of uncertainty, MSNBC
reported. As U.S. alliances
shift, worldwide instabil-
ity surrounding the Trump
presidency is a key concern
for the global economy,

especially considering fu-
ture U.S. elections remain
somewhat unpredictable,
said Alvarado.

Though Sheinbaum rep-
resents the left and Trump
the right, both presidents
are attempting dramatic
government reforms. By
seeking a similar language
and partnership with the
White House, Sheinbaum
has been able to mitigate
the feverish uncertainty
and backlash that much of
the world is trying to ma-
neuver, he said.

As both governments
seek to improve their se-
curity, a key issue for each
country, they are working
together to curtail the drug
cartels, which have become
massive terrorist organi-
zations, Rubin explains.
These organizations are
dangerous to Americans,
dangerous to Mexicans,
and dangerous to everyone,
warned Rubin.

Mexican citizens wel-
come the added pressure
coming from the U.S. to
improve its security. Work-
ing with Texas officials
in the crucial border state
that represents a third of
the trade between the two
countries,

Texas is of critical geo-
political importance, said
Rubin.

Working together is im-
portant to both countries.
Though a more negative
tone toward Mexico might
better suit the MAGA po-
litical narrative, Trump
manages to carry on a
multiplicity of dialogues
while appeasing different
segments of his base, he
explained, just as his ad-
ministration sits down to do
business with Mexico.

Professor Alberto Diaz
Calleros of the Freeman
Spogli Institute for Inter-
national Studies adds, the
idea that Sheinbaum has
been working under the
shadow of former president

Andres Manuel misses the
point. Sheinbaum is a No-
bel Prize winning scientist
trained in cutting edge re-
search, and she comes to
the presidency in her own
right. And with approval
ratings nearing 80%, she
may be the most popular
president in the world, said
Calleros.

Trump is wusing tariff
policy with strategic goals
that are less to do with
trade than with geopolitics,
he added. Citing econo-
mist Albert Hirschman, he
described how tariffs were
historically used to create
spheres of influence, help-
ing to bridge gaps and al-
lowing government leaders
to communicate and bar-
gain with each other.

Yet, whether the current
global environment will
support President Trump’s
goal of increased U.S. man-
ufacturing remains ques-
tionable. As Larry Rubin,
president and chairman of
the Board of the American
Society of Mexico, makes
clear, if all Mexican manu-
facturing were to move to
the U.S. today, there would
not be enough workers to
staff the facilities. A severe
deficit of workers contin-
ues to grow, said Rubin.

Probably no other gov-
ernment or country plays
as crucial a role in trade
as Mexico, he added. The
U.S. and Mexico need each
other. They complement
each other well. The U.S.
needs Mexican products

as much as Mexico needs
trade, said Rubin.

Nevertheless, the disrup-
tion Trump brings to inter-
national economic relations
poses a looming threat of
recession, added Rubin,
and as the number one U.S.
trading partner, Mexico
would suffer greatly along
with the U.S. if a recession
occurs. We’re suffering the
growing pains that come
with interconnected world
economies, Rubin said.

Yet, Mexico pushed
through during a pandemic
that presented unprecedent-
ed economic challenges.
Now, it is determinedly
holding on to its alliances
as it maneuvers through yet
another unpredictable eco-
nomic domain.

May 1, 2025

highway market locally.

e Laborer (Earthwork)

Rate: Negotiable

on position)

Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing busi-
ness in the North Texas market since 1963. With clients such as TxDOT, Dal-
las County Public Works, and the Cities of Dallas, Fort Worth, Richardson,
and Mansfield (plus many others), we have a strong backlog of work in the

We are currently hiring for the following positions:

¢ Pipelayer (Underground)

* Boom Mobile Crane (CDL)

* Loader Operator (Earthwork)

* Excavator Operator (Earthwork)

* Motor Grader Operator (Earthwork)

* Fuel Service Truck Driver (CDL Hazmat)
Available: multiple openings

Must have own transportation.
Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (depending

Physical and Drug Screen Required
Must have a Clear Background
Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs.)

Ed Bell
Construction
Company

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Must apply in PERSON, Monday - Friday from 8am to 11am
@ 10605 Harry Hines Blvd.
Please visit our website: www.edbellconstruction.com/careers
Or email your resume to: careers{@edbellconstruction.com

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com
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The National Black Nurses Association Endorses '‘Nurses SHIFT Change: Report

for Duty Rally’ — A National Call to Action for Health Equity and Policy Reform

(Black PR Wire) Silver
Spring, MD — The Na-
tional Black Nurses Asso-
ciation (NBNA) is proud
to officially endorse the
Nurses SHIFT Change:
Report for Duty Rally, tak-
ing place nationwide on
Saturday, May 24, 2025.
This unprecedented event,
centered on Humanity,
Ethics, Social Justice, and
Science (HESS), calls on

nurses across the country to
unite and advocate for bold,
equity-driven  healthcare
policy reform.

The 2025 rally coincides
with the 75th anniversary
of the American Nurses As-
sociation’s Code of Ethics,
marking a powerful mo-
ment for the nursing pro-
fession to reaffirm its

commitment to ethical
leadership, policy advoca-

cy, and health equity. Rally
organizers are calling for
action on three major pri-
orities:

* Protecting Medicaid
and Medicare access for all

* Strengthening primary,
preventive, and communi-
ty-based care

* Building a healthcare
workforce that is safe,
supported, and representa-
tive of the communities it

serves

NBNA encourages its
chapter leaders and mem-
bers to take part in this
vital movement. Chapters
are invited to lead or sup-
port satellite rallies in their
local communities. We are
pleased to announce that
the Rochester Black Nurses
Association (RBNA), un-
der the leadership of Dr.
Celia MclIntosh, Co-Chair

of the NBNA Health Pol-
icy Committee, is already
mobilizing a local rally in
Rochester, NY.

“This rally is a call for
nurses to stand together
and shift the course of
healthcare in America,”
said NBNA President Dr.
Sheldon D. Fields. “NBNA
is proud to support Nurses
SHIFT Change, and we call
on our chapters to rise to

the occasion and lead this
movement for justice, eq-
uity, and systemic change
in healthcare.”

The National Black Nurs-
es Association (NBNA)
was founded in 1971 with a
mission to provide a forum
for Black nurses to advo-
cate for the improvement of
health and healthcare deliv-
ery for African Americans
and other people of color.

-
C E LE BS, from Page 5

Trump fired back by at-
tacking the New Jersey
rock legend’s appearance,
labeling him a “dried
out prune of a rocker”
who should “KEEP HIS
MOUTH SHUT.”

Springsteen didn’t stay
silent. During his next per-
formance, he fired back.
“Donald Trump is an unfit
president who persecutes
people for exercising free
speech,” the “Born in the
U.S.A.” singer insisted.

That response only fueled
Trump’s fury. In another
outburst, the president ac-

cused Springsteen—along
with Beyoncé, Winfrey,
and Bono—of violating
campaign finance laws.

The Harris campaign,
which raised over $1 bil-
lion, has disclosed pay-
ments to Beyoncé’s Park-
wood Entertainment
($165,000) and Oprah’s
Harpo Productions ($1 mil-
lion).

Both companies con-
firmed the funds covered
staff and production costs,
not personal payments.
Oprah addressed the issue
directly.

“I did not receive any
personal fee,” she wrote
online. “However, the
people who worked on
that production needed to
be paid. And were. End of

story.”
Beyoncé’s mother also
publicly defended her

daughter, calling the ru-
mors “fake news” and stat-
ing unequivocally, “She did
not receive a penny.”

Still, Trump appears
determined to weaponize
the Department of Justice
against entertainers who
oppose him.

“At 1:34 AM, Trump
called for DOJ to investi-

>
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sha recalls. “But I couldn’t
even walk across the room
without collapsing.”

The turning point came
in 2022 when Shalisha re-
located to Maryland and
came under the care of Alba
Azola, M.D., Co-Director of
the Long COVID/Chronic
Fatigue Syndrome Clinic at
Johns Hopkins Medicine.
For the first time in years,
she was heard.

“It was a blessing to be
transferred to Hopkins and
to Dr. Azola. She was the
first doctor who really lis-
tened. I finally felt heard.”

Dr. Azola diagnosed her

with Postural Orthostatic
Tachycardia Syndrome
(POTS) and Myalgic En-
cephalomyelitis/Chronic
Fatigue  Syndrome—con-
ditions now increasingly
associated with Long CO-
VID. Since then, Shalisha
has received comprehensive
care and, just as importantly,
hope. She has participated
in several clinical research
studies at Johns Hopkins to
help others still searching
for answers.

Shalisha’s story is one of
resilience—but also a call to
action.

Long COVID is not rare.

It is not temporary. And for
millions, it is disabling. Re-
search is the only path for-
ward.

At Johns Hopkins, cli-
nician-scientists like Dr.
Azola are uncovering the
underlying biology, testing
treatments, and reshaping
how the world understands
post-viral illness. Every
patient like Shalisha is not
just receiving care—they’re
contributing to discoveries
that will save lives.

Because research isn’t
just about science. It’s
about people.

Research Saves Lives.
Shalisha’s journey proves
it.

gate Kamala Harris, Be-
yoncé, Springsteen, Oprah,
and others for crimes,” said
Ron Filipkowski, editor of
MeidasTouch.com. “Then
he made another deranged
post about it at 9:11 AM.”

Critics say the president’s
obsession with silencing
his critics has become more
than a personality trait—
it’s a strategy.

“Trump isn’t threaten-
ing Beyoncé, Springsteen,
Bono, and Oprah because
he expects them to be
charged with anything,”
said Navy veteran Jared
Ryan Sears. “He is threat-
ening them to intimidate
others from speaking up
or supporting his opposi-
tion. That is because Trump
fears your voice; he fears

>
the power of the people.”

Fox News contributor
and host Jessica Tarlov
added, “Donald Trump
spent the night ranting
about investigating Beyon-
cé so that you would forget
that House Republicans
just moved a bill forward
that would cut Medicaid.
Don’t let them get away
with it.”

- Must be Organized

weekly)

lines.

- Will report to the owner

- Communicate with vendors and customers.
Prefer a experience “Mature” semi-retired person
Only those sending resumes will be considered.

Looking for a mature person w/ above
average admin sKkills (Irving)

Looking for a mature (possibly) semi-retired or older person looking for
on-site part time work (only) a contract position part time office coordinator.
Candidates should possess the following skills.

- Ability to communicate (written) composition
- Minimum Quickbooks Experience
- Available Part-Time 4 days per week (Monday thru Thursday - 25 hours

- Pleasant phone voice interaction with customers and contract workers
- Ability to multitask and manage projects
- Must Spreadsheet Experience
- Must be professional in your approach toward assigned duties.
- Candidates must be able to function without supervision and meet dead-

Pay: $17.00 to $19.00
Email: inquiries1909@gmail.com
Phone: 972.509.9149 (Ms. Hill)
Serious inquiries only
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always invigorating. That
said, his stunt work peaks
in a prop plane chase scene.
He’s climbing from the
axel, onto the wing, into
the cockpit while he’s in the
sky and the plane is navigat-
ing around mountains and
valleys. The stunt is all the
more fascinating because
Morales, as Gabriel, and his
demonic ruthlessness add to
the danger. Their final fight
is worth the price of admis-
sion. All of it builds to the
culmination of years of bat-
tles, pursuits, escapes and
the saving of the innocent
that marks a seemingly nev-
er-ending quest for justice
that just might be ending.
McQuarrie has directed
the final four chapters of a
storyline that started back in
1996 with the vision of the
legendary director Brian
De Palma. There have been

other directors in between
them, but this latest film-
maker has learned to take
the action and challenges
to new heights. As encour-
aged by Cruise, this film is
global in scope, encompass-
ing many nations and a cast
of international characters
that defy any anti-DEI man-
dates. All kinds of people
are the enemies and saviors,
and somehow that feels so
right. Notably Greg Tarzan
Davis’s role gets an up-
grade, and the Inuit actress
Lucy Tulugarjuk plays a
pivotal character.

The pounding musical
score intensifies the drama
and ups the adrenaline
factor (composers Max
Aruj, Alfie Godfrey). Two
hours and 49-minutes roll
by as fast as a locomotive
because Eddie Hamilton
the editor cuts the scenes

down to the bone. All on
view, from submarines to
think-tank rooms and icy
terrain, look wondrous be-
cause production designer
Gary Freeman has a super
eye. And so do set decora-
tor Raffaella Giovannetti
and costume designer Jill
Taylor.

Many actors in his po-
sition and in this kind of
film would be slaves to
their stunt doubles. It’s
likely that Cruise’s stunt
double was on a long coffee
break for most of the film-
ing. That’s a hallmark for
Tom’s entire Mission: Im-
possible journey. But don’t
get it twisted. He’s also a
top-notch actor who can
grind more emotions out
of a scene than most. He’s
a champ at lifting his fel-
low actors up. In the past,
he helped some co-stars
shine so much they went
on to win Oscars®: Paul

>

Newman, The Color of
Money; Dustin Hoffman,
Rain Man; Jack Nicholson,
A Few Good Men; Cuba
Gooding Jr. Jerry McGuire.

Every set, stunt, argu-
ment, accusation, revela-
tion, wrinkle, escape and
pummeling help this film
build to a monumental cli-
max. An epic ending where
multiple subplots peak at
the same time. Where stav-
ing off annihilation in the
most crucial way overshad-
ows all that came before.
It’s magnificent. Magnifi-
cent in a way that makes
action/adventure fans col-
lectively say, “Wow!”

If this is the end, what a
way to go. An impossible
mission that’s made pos-
sible and thrilling by a bril-
liant crew and a moviestar
extraordinaire.

Visit Film Critic Dwight
Brown at DwightBrownlInk.
com.

>
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tion being a second point of
concern.

Rep. Jasmine Crockett
(D-TX) provided an answer
on why health care has be-
come a major point of focus
for Democrats.

“You see that people are
upset, the country did not
respond in the way that you

would normally think they
would respond to somebody
being assassinated. And so,
healthcare is a really big
issue, but also we have the
numbers... House Dems on
the Budget Committee have
a website that they set up
that literally lists how many
people are impacted in each

of'the districts,” Rep. Crock-
ett pointed out.

Rep. Crockett was refer-
ring to the murder of Unit-
ed Healthcare CEO Brian
Thompson in New York
City on December 4, 2024.
He was allegedly killed by
26-year-old Luigi Mangione
who posted online about
an ongoing health problem
with his lower back. The

battle over health care has
gone on since the Affordable
Care Act passed in 2010 dur-
ing the presidency of Barack
Obama. Since then, Repub-
licans have fought for more
privatization of the health
care system and Democrats
have worked to implement
policies that would cover
more Americans — such as
Medicaid expansion.

<
SD B PWC, from Page 8

tributions in the communi-
ty. Awardees included: Dr.
Brittany Drake, Sojourner
Truth (the highest award
presented by the Associa-
tion); five distinguished
Trailblazers: Dr. Cicely
Jefferson, Maisha Bank-
head, Deseri Kelley, Kim-
berly Tolbert and Nekeya
Webster; Charlotte Berry,
Woman of the Year; Mi-
chelle Briscoe, Humanitar-
ian Award ; Mary Boyd,

RN, Mabel Meshach White
Businesswoman  Award;
Alberta  Blair, Profes-
sional Woman Award; and
Michaiah Joubert, Youth
Achiever.

Scholarship  recipients
of $70,500 included: Zoe
Blackburn of  Yvonne
Ewell Townview Mag-
net Center ($5,500); Amir
Bland of Sachse High
School ($6,000); Jaden
Saunders of W.T. White

High School ($6,000);
Layla Jackson of South
Grand Prairie High School
($7,000); Rihanna Sher-
man of South Oak CIiff
High School ($7,000); Ike-
oluwa Sowemimo of North
Garland High  School
($7,000); Evan Straughter
of Garland High School
($7,500); Grace Spencer
of Lincoln High School
($8,000); Ebonie Zachery
of Red Oak High School
($8,500); and Saron Elias
of Garland High School

>
($9,000).

The South Dallas Busi-
ness and Professional
Women’s Club, Inc. was
founded in the fall of 1954
by Sarah J. Holbert and 15
brilliant African American
business and professional
women. SDBPWC has
made a profound impact
in the Greater Dallas com-
munity over their 71-year
history. For more informa-
tion on SDBPWC, contact
them at: southdallas1954@
yahoo.com.

GARLAND
Attention Suppliers of Goods,
Services and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
https:/ fgarlandtx.ionwave.net

www.garlandpurchasing.com
972-205-2415

T
IRVING

TEXAS

DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING AND
REWARDING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE
OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

« Competitive wages
« Array of benefits
* Education incentive pay
+ ...and more

REGISTER ONLINE TO TAKE
THE CITY OF IRVING'S NEXT
CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM

www.cityofirving.org

The City of Inang does noi discriminale on the basis of race, color, religion

sax, natanal origin, age, genelics, disability mavital sfalus, sexual orientation,

gander idenlily or expressionfreassignment, pregrancy or malernily, or
veteran slalus in accordance with applicable federal, slate and local [aws

TISEO PAVING COMPANY

419 E. Hwy. 80, Mesquite, TX 75150
Tel: (972) 289-0723 Fax (972) 216-5637
www.tiseopaving.com

Performing Concrete Street Paving
in the Metroplex Area
We Accept Subcontracting Bids
For All Public Works Projects
in the Dallas Area.
We Are Accepting Applications for Con-
crete Mixer Drivers and Heavy Equip-

ment Mechanics

Equal Opportunity Employer

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com
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It’s Not Always What I Don’t Know

Dr. James L. Snyder

I would be the first to ad-
mit one truth about myself:
I don’t know everything.
To quote a politician, “I
don’t know what I don’t
know.”

That has been the theme
of my life for as long as I
can remember.

It all began with my par-
ents. Whenever [ got into
trouble, they would usually
respond, “Don’t you know
anything?”

Of course, as all parents
are, they were right.

It’s not that my memory
is getting worse as I get
older. It has always been
bad since the day of my
birth. I can’t remember
anything about the day of
my birth or the weeks after.

One thing I don’t remem-
ber very well is names. For
example, I know 10 people
whose first name is George.
They all look different, so I
do not know what a George
looks like.

I think that’s the reason

somebody invented the
name “Buddy.” So confus-
ing.

It also may be why I
call my wife “Honey, my
dear, sweetheart,” because
I don’t remember her first
name.

The Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage does not
have any memory failure.
She can remember every
day and what she has been
doing since the day of her
birth. Fortunately for me,
I can count on her pristine
memory.

On my way to my of-
fice the other day, I walked
through the kitchen where
she was preparing lunch.
As 1 walked through, she

said, “No, and I haven’t
seen it in weeks.”

I stopped, looked at
her quizzically and said,
“What?”

She just smiled, so I con-
tinued to my office to begin
work.

As I began, I looked for
my tape recorder, which
I use Sunday mornings to
record my sermon, and I
couldn’t find it. I looked
and looked and looked, but
it was nowhere to be seen.

After 30 minutes, I
peeked into the kitchen and
said, “Did you see...?”

“Didn’t you hear me?”
She said, “I said no.”

I stood there a little
stunned, and all I could say
was, “What?” How did she
know what I would ask her
30 minutes before I asked
her?

I sat in my office and
thought about this for a mo-
ment. How could she know
something like this before
I even asked the question?
What enables her to know
ahead of time? Is she a
prophet?

While trying to process
this, I found my tape re-
corder under some papers
piled on my desk.

AL
DOUBLE CRYPT
FOR SALE
CRYPT #6 LOCATED IN

OAK GROVE GARDEN MAUSOLEUM &=
IN IRVING, TEXAS

$8,000.00 i

CONTACT

214-207-0811

A few days later as I
walked through the kitchen
on way to my office, The
Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage looked at me
and said, “It’s this Thurs-
day at 9 o’clock.”

I stared at her and said,
“I didn’t ask you any ques-
tion. What’s this all about?”

She returned to her work,
and I continued to my of-
fice.

About an hour later, I
was updating my schedule
for the week. I wanted to
know when my next doc-
tor’s appointment was,
but I didn’t have it on my
schedule.

I peeked into the kitchen
and asked, “Do you know
when my doctor’s appoint-
ment is?”

She looked at me and
said, “Don’t you listen to
me? I said this Thursday at
9 o’clock.”

I then remembered she
said that, but when she said
it, I had no idea what she
was talking about. How did
she know I wanted to know
when my doctor’s appoint-
ment was? How did she
know 45 minutes before I
asked her what I would ask
her?
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It was a Monday morn-
ing, and as I went to my
office The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage said,
“They’re in your vest pock-
et in your closet.”

I was hurrying to get to
my office because I had a
business appointment at the
bank, so I didn’t listen very
carefully to what she said.

I looked around for my
car keys and could not find
them. Finally, I went to the
kitchen and said, “Do you
know...”

“If you remember, I said
earlier that they were in
your vest pocket in your
closet.”

Thinking about it, I re-
member her saying that,
but I had no idea what she
was talking about at the
time. How did she know I
was going to look for my

keys?”

When I returned home
from the bank that after-
noon, I pondered all of this.

When I see something, I
think of how to use it to my
advantage. It then hit me. I
think I’'m going to ask her
which horse is going to win
the race this weekend. I fig-
ured out how to present it
so she does not know what
I am doing.

I walked into the kitchen
later, and she looked at me
and said, “No, I am not
helping you on the horse
race.”

Later, 1 thought about
that and said to myself, “I
did not know we were so
intimately connected.”

Sitting in my office, I
thought about this and was
reminded of what wise old
Solomon said.

“1 My son, if thou wilt
receive my words, and hide
my commandments with
thee; 2 So that thou incline
thine ear unto wisdom, and
apply thine heart to under-
standing;” (Proverbs 2:1-
2).

My take is, I need to be
proactive when it comes
to knowledge. My knowl-
edge will feed my wisdom,
which in turn will apply my
heart to understanding. I
can’t take for granted what
I hear and I must learn how
to pay attention to all that is
around me.

Dr. James L. Snyder
lives in Ocala, FL with
the Gracious Mistress of
the Parsonage. Telephone
1-352-216-3025,  e-mail
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.james-
snyderministries.com.
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Cemetary Space Broker will make you
offer on your cemetery plot
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* [nherited plot and can't sell it?
» Bought plot years ago and your plans have changed?
* Singles space or Side by Side spaces is okay.
We will make you a "cash offer" on your cemetery plot today! If you get
voice mail-leave message phone number and information on cemetery
space. We will get back to you

Call Us Today!!!!!!!!

972.665.0170
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‘Train Up a Child...’

h Sister
y Tarpley
~ < NDG
W ¥ Religion
x Editor

“Train up a child in the
way he should go: and
when he is old, he will not
depart from it.” Proverbs
22:8 (KJV)

In an atmosphere of
worship service at church
when I see children sing
and praising God, I am re-
minded of the above quot-
ed Bible verse.

With what must be the
patience of God, our youth
leaders surely must re-
member these words of Je-

sus, “Suffer the little chil-
dren to come unto me, and
forbid them not: for of such
is the kingdom of God.”
Mark 10:14b

Children brought up
in the church and see-
ing guardian/s worship
and praise God, are of-
ten comfortable with do-
ing the same and ‘getting
their praise on’ as they sing
praises to God.

Bill Crosby once asked
an audience, “I’m asking
you, where is the Jesus in
you? Is it every Sunday?
Is that’s when you and Je-
sus get together? Jesus
worked 24/7.”

It has been said that
child-rearing can be fright-
ening to the best-prepared

and most eager parent, it
doesn’t matter how many
children you have. Par-
ents will likely meet with
success when they allow
themselves to be guided by
God and His Word.

“In times like these . . .”
children must feel secure
in their environment; they
must feel being loved, be-
ing respected, and feel be-
ing proud of. At the same
time, they clearly must be
taught about what is unac-
ceptable behavior to God.

Children must be disci-
plined with love instead of
anger or abuse; they must
be able to retain their dig-
nity even when they see
they have erred. “In times
like these. . .” all parents

: Court Appoinied Special Advecole

You can make
all the difference
in the life of a

child who has

been abused.

VOLUNTEER!

Protecting children | Restoring childhood

Dallas CASA needs volunteers to help
children living in foster care.

PLEASE JOIM US FOR AN OMLINE INFORMATION SESSION:

Thur, May 29 6:00 -
Fri, June 6 12:00-1:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

Thurs, June 12 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Fri, June 20 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.

For more information or to register, please visit dallascasa.org

and family members can
help to instill Godly pride
and a can-do attitude in
children so that they will
be able to go though life’s
adversities.

We must recognize that
life does have adversities,

Inspiring Body

but it is our attitude about
our adversities that deter-
mines our altitude in life,
as the saying goes. And
remember, it doesn’t mat-
ter how scary or explosive
the adversities in life are,
there was peace before and

Chnrist

there will be peace after the
adversities.

Parents who love God
and are guided by Him
through Bible-based scrip-
tures in their parenting

See TARPLEY, Page 16

Pastor Rickie G. Rush
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Postpartum depression is more
commeon than you may think.
Taking care of your baby is impartant,
but your health deserves attention, too.

www.parklandhealth.org/women-and-infants

Parkland
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NDG Book Review: 'Blair Underwood Presents Sins of Survivors’

offers an action-packed story for the fans of noir fiction

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

Mom never had to worry.

After she reminded you
to look out for your siblings,
she didn’t have to tell you
again. From then on, you
had one another’s backs,
you were a team that no-
body messed with. And all
these years later, today, you
still watch out for them be-
cause, in your house and in
“Blair Underwood Presents
Sins of Survivors,” by Joe
McClean, family comes
first.

Every now and then, Ben-
jamin Carter woke up, re-
membering.

He was a youngster when
white men killed his father

0]
SURNITORS

in a way that still caused
the nightmares. It’d been
decades since then, decades
since his oldest brother, Jas-
per, took charge and moved
Benjamin, their sister, and

their  half-brother away
from Alabama to the safety

of Ohio, then to Detroit.
Decades, but the memories
never went away.

Still, Benjamin and Jas-
per had done well for them-
selves. It was 1937, the De-
troit suburb of Black Bottom
was mostly thriving despite
hard times, and the Carter
brothers were important
men in the areas of business,
industry, and entertainment.

As long as they paid the
bribes required to the po-
lice force and to the other
powerful organized crime
groups that ruled the Black
Bottom section of Detroit,
there’d be no trouble. As
long as Benjamin’s sons and
Jasper’s children could keep
the family businesses run-

ning smoothly, everything
was good.

Still, there was trouble.
Tensions were heating up
between the automakers
and the unions, and Ben-
jamin’s connections with
corrupt politicians  were
complicated by racism and
grift from outside forces.
His son, the one who ran the
Carter brother’s most profit-
able business, a night club,
was involved with a Russian
prostitute at a brothel run
by a woman who Benjamin
didn’t want to admit was his
cousin. His youngest son
was a dreamer. His daughter
was fast becoming invested
in women’s rights. And it
was possible that his half-

brother, Lance, a man Ben-
jamin hated, might not be on
the Carter brother’s side...

Starting about thirty pag-
es in, “Sins of Survivors”
is rough. There are way too
many characters in it — some
come and go on a page and
never return — and there
are large chunks of book in
which you may not com-
pletely know what’s going
on. It’s a struggle.

That doesn’t mean that
it’s a total waste of your
time, though.

As the screenwriter-di-
rector that he is, author Joe
McClean offers an action-
packed story that’s based
in part on real history, with
touches of crime and cor-

ruption that will appeal to
readers of 1930s-type noir
fiction or fans of the Fran-
cis Ford Coppola trilogy.
The side-stories in which
the Carter brothers’ children
partake is a nice touch, too,
because plot-threads like
those don’t often appear in
gangster novels.

But do those good things
overshadow the roughness?
That’ll be determined by
your need for clarity, be-
cause it’s not always here
in this novel. “Blair Under-
wood Presents Sins of Sur-
vivors” isn’t all bad but it’s
not a Tennyson Hardwick
novel, if that’s what you
want. Keep that in mind be-
fore you look out for it.

BILLBOARD. rom page ¢

their billboard strategy is
designed to raise aware-
ness of the overdose crisis.
Currently, billboards are
located on US-85 in Belen,
on the I-25 West loop in So-
corro, and W. Pierce St. in
Carlsbad, New Mexico. The
billboards cite the benefits
of naloxone and showcase
the story of a person who is
a recovered drug user. Ad-
ditional billboards will be in
Albuquerque, Las Cruces,
Clovis, and Hobbs, New
Mexico.

Queva Hubbard, a wom-
an in her 40s, is featured
on one billboard. She is a
recovering drug user and
will receive her bachelor’s
degree this month. “Queva
has been incarcerated sev-
eral times, so she is well

known on the inside and in
the community,” said Bur-
leson. “We want to lift the
fact that she is recovering,
doing well, and is receiv-
ing a college degree. She
becomes a role model. Her
peers listen to her when she
tells them to get Narcan so
you can save lives.”

Also portrayed on the
billboards are Christopher
Anderson and Shanicka
Green. Anderson, who had
struggles with substance
abuse, is a passionate ad-
vocate for awareness sur-
rounding drug use, conflict
resolution, and gun violence
and its profound impact on
individuals and their fami-
lies. Green has been in re-
covery for over 6 years and
is determined to lead others
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into recovery.

Burleson said her orga-
nization is exploring other
innovative ways to raise
awareness about the cri-
sis and the benefits of nal-
oxone. For instance, they
recently visited a casino
where there have been re-
ports of overdose events
and distributed 84 Narcan
kits to staff and customers.
Further, they are planning a

social media push.

Kendall Bell, a well-
known local internet influ-
encer with a large following,
has signed on to manage
social media channels to
amplify the campaign’s
messages. His expertise in
engaging online communi-
ties will be instrumental in
reaching a wider audience.

“We’re living in an era
where campaigns that are

trying to get a message
out have to push on social
media,” Bell said. “Every-
one has their phones on
throughout the day. Social
media is how we connect
the messages about events
and other engagements to
audiences. We will vastly
expand the message distri-
bution with a strong social
media presence.”

Bell said he has already

>
attended two campaign
events and has footage that
he is ready to transform into
engaging ‘reels’, a popu-
lar format on social media
platforms. These reels will
provide a compelling visual
narrative of the campaign’s
impact and the importance
of naloxone.

“We will be reaching the
majority of people who
need to hear the informa-
tion about Narcan,” Bell
said. “They may not know
right now the broad spec-
trum of people who Nar-
can can save, but after they
see the reels and the social
media posts, they will get
it. An overdose can come
from your grandmother
not taking her prescriptions
properly. If you understand
Narcan, you can save her
life.”
>

<
TARPLEY, from Page 15

skills; and with plenty of

prayers; will go a long way
in helping children shape
their morals, their values,

and their views on having
a successful life.

Cosby challenged par-
ents to be more account-

able. I also challenge
parents, as well as other
family members to be more
accountable about all chil-
dren in their life; and to
that I will add, to be a posi-

tive example for children.

Teach them to fear (dread
grieving) the Lord because,
“The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom . . .
Praise ye the Lord.

“Blessed is the man
that feareth the Lord; that
delighteth greatly in his
commandments.” Psalms
111:10 and 112:1. (KJV)

It doesn’t matter if it is

your child or your children;
or someone else’s child or
children; ‘Especially in
times like these, it is wise
and best to, “Train Up A
Child. . .”
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