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After quickly growing into an
urban music sensation, Bad Bunny
has taken on a global platform, as
he agrees to sing in the Super Bowl
Halftime show next February.

His cutesy name, stemming from
a childhood photo donning a bunny
costume, hides an oddly serious side
of an extremely talented artist. Bad
Bunny breaks every rule, combining
elements of soul, punk, rock, and
salsa, as he refuses to sing in Eng-
lish. Challenging his audiences to
learn Spanish, he dedicates himself
to his home of Puerto Rico.

Before Bad Bunny came Jose Fe-
liciano, also from Puerto Rico, who
sang his own bluesy rendition of the
national anthem during the 1968
World Series. As he expressed his
appreciation for his country, Feli-
ciano received booing and backlash,
some radio stations even blacklist-
ing his work.

Now, at a time when anti-His-
panic sentiment has been very loud,
Bad Bunny’s performance is already
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Bad Bunny Breaks Every Rule While
Defending His Culture and His Home

L

The choice of Bad Bunny as the halftime entertainer for the Super Bowl has raised disap-

proval from many on the right, noting that at a time when immigration issues are on the
Sforefront of the news cycle the artist will be performing in Spanish. (Bad Bunny photo:
Glen Francis / Wikimedia, NDG Composite)

receiving backlash, said Antonio
Mejias-Rentas, managing editor at
Boyle Heights Beat, at an October
American Community Media brief-
ing. His assertion to do it in Spanish
during the campaign to expel undoc-
umented immigrants gives rise to
FCC complaints even prior to half-
time, added award -winning film-

maker, writer, and scholar, Frances
Negron-Muntaner, who also spoke
at the briefing.

During the 80s and 90s, the way to
crossover into the American main-
stream was to record in English,
said the former entertainment editor

See BAD, Page 13
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People in the News

Russell Vought

ProPublica’s in-depth
investigation reveals that
Russell Vought, Donald
Trump’s former budget di-
rector, is the real power in-
side this White House.

Vought is the principal
author of Project 2025,
a racist and authoritarian
blueprint that reshapes gov-
ernment around a single
goal: to make America a
white Christian nation.

While Trump  holds
the title of president, it is
Vought who drives policy,
using the machinery of
government to wage war
on equality and democra-
cy. ProPublica’s reporting
shows that Vought has con-
solidated power through the
Office of Management and
Budget, controlling federal
spending, freezing funds,

and shutting down entire
agencies.

He has used his position
to block aid for the poor,
cancel education programs,
and dismantle health and
environmental protections
that serve Black and brown
communities. Inside Wash-
ington, even senior officials
describe the government
as one where Vought, not
Trump, is calling the shots.

Vought calls himself a
Christian nationalist and
says America was “meant
to be a Christian nation.” In
speeches and documents,
he has vowed to “trauma-
tize” civil servants who he
sees as part of a liberal “re
gime.”

His chapter in Project
2025 outlines a plan to let
the president control agen-
cies that have traditionally
been independent, includ-
ing the Justice Department.
The League of Conser-
vation Voters notes that
Vought’s section of the plan
pushes mass firings of fed-
eral employees and the sus-
pension of funds Congress
has already approved.

When Trump  asked
Vought during his first term
to “find a way to counter
Black Lives Matter,” he de-
livered. As OMB director,

Atiya Henley

It did not come as a sur-
prise to Atiya Henley’s par-
ents, alumni of Head Start,
that she would become a
published author before the
age of 10.

“Atiya has a BIG imagi-
nation,” said her mother,
Amy Deanes. “This isn’t
her first book, but it’s the
first one that we published.
She wrote this book be-
cause of no experience of
her own, but because of her
passion to help others.”

Atyia is a former student
of the Institute of Commu-
nity Services (ICS Head
Start) of Mississippi and
the author of the “Mean
Girls: A Bunch of Bullies,”
a powerful story about the
impact of hurtful teasing,
taunting, and aggressive
behavior.

Her former teacher, Mrs.
Dorothy Gaston, is proud
of her learning process and
progress.

“During her year at Head
Start, Atiya exemplified
good social skills with her
peers,” said Mrs. Gaston.
“Early learning is a must
when it comes to helping
students gain social skills
early in life. It helps them
to interact with others and
not be a bully to get what
you want.”

In her book, Atyia imag-
ines students being pushed
around by others and not
being treated with kind-
ness. She drew on the social
skills she developed with

Mrs. Gaston to write about
how to stop bullying.

“When a child leaves
home and gets on the bus
ride to school, they should
know that this is their sec-
ond home and nothing bad
will happen to them. Bullies
are everywhere, but even a
bully can be stopped,” said
the young author. “I am
also working on the second
part to show how bullying
doesn’t just stop because
the bully gets caught, es-
pecially when the bully be-
comes more crafty.”

Bullying can have last-
ing impacts on everyone
involved: the person being
bullied, bystanders who
witness the bullying, and
the person who bullies oth-
ers.

In fact, bullying is con-
sidered an Adverse Child-
hood Experience (ACE).
ACEs are potentially trau-
matic events that can have

See HENLEY, Page 5

he ordered the cancellation
of federal contracts that
mentioned white privilege
or systemic racism. He re-
placed diversity and equity
training with a new ideol-
ogy that celebrates racial
hierarchy.

That order became one
of the first building blocks
of Project 2025. ProPubli-
ca’s reporting shows that
Vought now uses his con-
trol over the budget to pun-
ish opponents and reward
those who fall in line. He
has paused or canceled
more than $400 billion in
funding for programs that
support education, pub-
lic housing, and medical
research. Many of these
programs are lifelines for

low-income families and
for Black Americans who
have fought for decades to
gain access to them.

The League of Conserva-
tion Voters calls Vought’s
agenda a direct attack on
democracy.

“Vought has promised
to traumatize civil servants
and shut down agency
funding to carry out his
dangerous Project 2025
agenda,” said Matthew Da-
vis, the organization’s vice
president of federal policy.
“We will fight him at every
step and stand with these
public servants who protect
our communities.”

What Vought describes
as restoring order is in-
stead the construction of a

new Jim Crow system. It
strips rights, silences dis-
sent, and rewards loyalty
to an ideology that centers
white Christian power. Pro-
Publica’s reporting makes
clear that Vought is not a
bureaucrat carrying out
policy but the architect of
a plan to reverse more than
half a century of civil rights
progress. Vought is the man
behind the curtain, a figure
who uses faith as cover for
cruelty and government as
a weapon against the vul-
nerable.

As long as he directs this
regime, Black America and
every community that de-
pends on fairness in gov-
ernment will remain in his
crosshairs.

Saving Made
Simple

Scan to learn more!

M i BT

A DIVISION OF CENTENNIAL BANK FDIC

HAPPYBANK.COM
A Home BancShares Company (NYSE:HOMB)

Your wireless carrier's

message and data rates may apply.

2 | October 23-29, 2025 | North Dallas Gazette

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com



www.NorthDallasGazette.com

Visit
Our
Website

www.northdallasgazette.com

A DIVISION oF
MIKORITY OFFORTUMTY NEWS, INC.
PRINT ' WER | ¥iRER

Chairman Emeritus Religious Editor Emeritus
Jim Bochum Shirley Demus Tarpley

1933-2009 (“Sister Tarpley”)
1941-2024
Chief Editor Emeritus Special Projects to
Ruth Ferguson the Publisher
1965-2020 Clinique Hill
Published by Production
Minority Opportunity News, Inc. David Wilfong
Editorial Assistant / Writer
De’Shane Frye ' )
Contributing Writers
Jamal Baker [y
Katherine M. Brown
Allen Gray
Jackie Hardy
Lori Lee '
Terri Schlichenmeyer
N ’ .
Publisher’s Office:

publisher@northdallasgazette.com
Sales Department:

marketing@northdallasgazette.com

Editorial Department:
editor@northdallasgazette.com

SUBSCRIBE:
* Library of Interviews
= Community Leaders
* Arts, Entertainment

To subscribe to NDG’s

Video Channel scan the

QR code at right...

North Dallas Gazette assumes no responsibility
for unsolicited material and reserves the right to
edit and make appropriate revisions.

The North Dallas Gazette, formerly Minority Opportunity News, was founded
in July 1991, by Mr. Jim Bochum and Mr. Thurman R. Jones. North Dallas
Gazette is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Minority Opportunity News, Inc.

P.O. Box 763866 - Dallas, Texas 75736-3866

Phone: 972-432-5219 - Fax: 972-509-9058

Op-Ed

The Cashless Conspiracy: How
Trump’s Economy and Musk’s Data
Grab Threaten Freedom

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

The Trump administra-
tion’s economic experi-
ment, rooted in chaos, crony
capitalism, and unchecked
digital surveillance, is push-
ing America toward a dan-
gerous new frontier.

Itis a crypto-driven, cash-
less society that threatens to
erase financial freedom for
millions, particularly Black
Americans and the working
poor.

As the economy contracts
and inflation rises, President
Donald Trump’s aggressive
tariff regime has already
sent shockwaves through
every sector.

According to Fortune,
Trump’s reckless tariff de-
cisions have wiped nearly
seven trillion dollars in mar-
ket value, decimated small
business confidence, and
driven consumer prices to
levels not seen in decades.

Senator Brian Schatz of
Hawaii warned that Trump
is ruining the economy
on purpose, pointing to
middle-class families now
paying an average of five
thousand dollars more each
year for basic goods such as
cars, homes, groceries, and
clothing.

While Americans strug-
gle with higher prices and
shrinking  savings, the
Trump White House has
quietly advanced a sweep-
ing new financial system
that merges state power,
private crypto interests, and
invasive data collection.

In early 2025, Trump au-
thorized a Strategic Bitcoin
Reserve, incorporating the
volatile cryptocurrency
into official United States
financial infrastructure. The
Conversation reported that
this hybrid model priva-
tizes the issuance of money
while keeping control of re-
serves under the executive

branch.
It undermines the Federal
Reserve’s  independence

and centralizes power in
the Oval Office. Trump de-
scribed bitcoin as freedom
money, but in practice, it
represents state-aligned
crypto dominance and an
economy where wealth and
access depend on govern-
ment loyalty.

Behind the  scenes,
Trump’s Department of
Government Efficiency,
once run by Elon Musk,
came under scrutiny for
uploading massive fed-
eral databases containing
the personal information
of hundreds of millions of
Americans, including So-
cial Security data, to unse-
cured cloud servers.

A whistleblower revealed
that the team requested its
activities not be logged and
even deleted records of ac-
cess, behavior that cyber-
security experts compared
to criminal hacking opera-
tions.

Sensitive information
tied to union members,
workers’ rights cases, and
corporate secrets may have
been exposed, with traces
of suspicious activity link-
ing back to Russian IP ad-

Keep up with the news
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dresses.

By the spring of 2025,
Musk left DOGE and the
government under a cloud
of suspicion after a public
spat with Trump. He has
gone mostly silent since
his departure, but multiple
people believe he took large
volumes of data with him.
The full extent of what was
removed or copied remains
unclear, leaving major con-
cerns about the safety of
sensitive personal and gov-
ernmental information.

At the same time,
Trump’s allies have opened
new financial avenues for
the wealthy through Erebor
Bank, a cryptocurrency-fo-
cused institution backed by
conservative megadonors
and approved with unusual
speed by Trump’s Treasury
Department.

Its mission is to serve
ultra-high-net-worth  indi-
viduals and tech firms, sig-
naling a parallel financial
system that privileges the
rich while ordinary citizens
are pushed into algorithmic
surveillance economies.

These developments align
with global moves toward
digital ID systems such as
the United Kingdom’s One
Login and digital wallets,
which The Telegraph de-
scribed as a real nightmare
that centralizes personal
data and is riddled with se-
curity flaws. In the United
States, REAL ID enforce-
ment now allows the federal
government to link biomet-
ric data to digital identifica-
tion across states. Officials
claim it enhances security,

yet many Black Americans
have long viewed REAL ID
with suspicion. Without it,
citizens cannot board do-
mestic flights, enter federal
buildings, or access certain
public facilities.  Critics
warn that REAL ID creates
another layer of exclusion
and control, particularly
for those who already face
bureaucratic and systemic
barriers.

An expanded picture of
what is happening around
the world makes this mo-
ment appear even more
calculated than coinciden-
tal. In the United Kingdom,
Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er’s digital ID program has
been exposed as a security
disaster that relied on un-
secured workstations in
foreign countries, leaving
millions of British citizens
vulnerable to data theft and
foreign manipulation.

In the United States,
whistleblower Charles
Borges revealed that the
DOGE team copied and up-
loaded the Social Security
Administration’s database
containing hundreds of mil-
lions of Americans’ person-
al records to unmonitored
cloud servers. He resigned
after filing complaints,
claiming he was harassed
and isolated by the adminis-
tration. Meanwhile, cyber-
security analysts detected
data activity linked to Rus-
sia at the same time DOGE
engineers were transferring
files.

When

taken together,

See CASHLESS, Page 4

www.northdallasgazette.com

October 23-29, 2025 | North Dallas Gazette | 3




Health www.NorthDallasGazette.com

Digital Self-Servi

By Myra Wright

(Newswise) — A new
study led by researchers
at Wake Forest University
School of Medicine, in col-
laboration with the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill and MD An-
derson Cancer Center, has
found that a direct-to-pa-
tient digital health program
can significantly increase
lung cancer screening rates
among people at high risk.

The study has been pub-
lished in the Journal of the
American Medical Associa-
tion (JAMA).

Lung cancer is the lead-
ing cause of cancer death

. Paia V- =
worldwide, but early detec-
tion through screening can
improve outcomes and save
lives. Despite this, less than
20% of eligible Ameri-
cans are screened for lung
cancer each year. Barriers
include lack of awareness,
confusion about guidelines
and limited time for shared

decision-making
doctor visits.
“Our goal was to ad-
dress these barriers by test-
ing a digital program that
reaches patients directly,
outside of traditional clini-
cal encounters,” said David
P. Miller, M.D., professor
of implementation science

during

in the Division of Public
Health Sciences at Wake
Forest University School of
Medicine and correspond-
ing author of the study.

Researchers conducted a
randomized clinical trial at
two large academic health
systems in North Carolina.
Over 26,000 individuals
with a history of smoking
were invited to participate.
Those eligible were ran-
domly assigned to either
the new digital health pro-
gram (mPATH-Lung) or to
enhanced usual care.

The enhanced usual care
group received a message
letting them know they
were eligible for lung can-

cer screening and were
encouraged to talk with
their primary care doctor
about it. They also watched
a short video about lung
health. This approach pro-
vided more information
and support than what pa-
tients might typically re-
ceive but did not include
mPATH-Lung.

The mPATH-Lung pro-
gram included a brief edu-
cational video, a decision
aid and the option to re-
quest a screening appoint-
ment, all delivered online,
outside of a clinic visit. The
main outcome measured
was whether participants
completed a chest CT scan

ce Program Boosts Lung Cancer Screening Rates

for lung cancer screening
within 16 weeks.

Key Findings

* 24.5% of participants
using the digital program
completed a screening CT
scan, compared to 17% in
the usual care group.

* The program increased
screening rates across all
demographic and socioeco-
nomic groups.

* The digital approach
allowed patients to learn
about screening, weigh the
benefits and risks, and eas-
ily request appointments.

e There were no com-
plications from screening-

See LUNGS, Page 5
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these events suggest a glob-
al pattern of governments
and private actors concen-
trating power by controlling
not only digital money but
also personal identity and
access to daily life. Glob-
ally, other nations have al-
ready begun shifting toward
cashless societies.

Sweden and Norway have
reduced physical currency
use to historic lows, and
while the move is framed
as progress, even their gov-
ernments are now warning
about the vulnerability of
fully digital economies to
war, cyberattacks, and au-
thoritarian abuse. The con-
vergence of Trump’s crypto
policies, REAL ID enforce-
ment, the global cashless
push, and Musk’s suspected
data exfiltration raises the
specter of a coordinated
effort to centralize control
over citizens’ finances and
personal freedoms. It sug-
gests that the line between
economic policy, surveil-
lance, and political domina-
tion is disappearing.

As the physical dollar

fades, major institutions
warn of who will be left be-
hind. Brookings predicted
years ago that cash will
soon be obsolete, with digi-
tal currencies becoming the
new norm. While central
banks promote benefits like
efficiency and transparency,
they also introduce total
traceability, enabling gov-
ernments or corporations to
freeze, restrict, or program
how citizens spend money.

J.P. Morgan and Lough-
borough University both
note that a cashless system
risks excluding the poor, the
elderly, and the unbanked,
groups disproportionately
represented by Black and
minority Americans. Digi-
tal payments must be de-
signed with inclusion and
convenience at their core,
said Loughborough econo-
mist Markos Zachariadis,
warning that without over-
sight, we risk leaving vul-
nerable groups excluded.
In the United States, those
same groups are already be-
ing priced out of basic par-
ticipation in the economy

as Trump’s tariffs, inflation,
and anti-worker policies
strip away safety nets like
Medicaid and food assis-
tance.

For Black America, the
stakes are especially high.
The march toward a cash-
less economy threatens to
replicate the structural in-
equalities of the old bank-
ing system under the guise
of innovation. Access to
digital money will depend
on data verification, credit
history, and digital ID com-
pliance, areas where Black
Americans have historically
faced discrimination and
surveillance.

With tech billionaires
like Musk controlling the
digital rails, privacy and
autonomy may soon be-
come luxuries reserved for
the elite. As Global Finance
observed, nations like Swe-
den are reassessing their
nearly cashless economies
after realizing that wars,
natural disasters, and cri-
ses reveal wvulnerabilities
in fully digital systems. In
America, those vulnerabili-
ties may soon look like total
control, where the same ad-

ministration that tanked the
economy gains the power to
decide how and where citi-
zens can spend what little
they have left.

Check us
out on
Youtube

and
Subscribe!

In the end, Trump’s ver-
sion of economic freedom
is not about liberty. It is
about ownership of curren-
cy, of data, and of people. If

TheSend

this cashless, crypto-fueled
dystopia becomes reality,
Black America and the poor
will once again be first in
line to pay the price.

Time

« Brotecting}Your,
* Property Against
Real Estaté’kraud

""I:E Scan to go to:
The NDGLive

2 YouTube

st Channel
-"'3-"" (and "Like" us)
' By "liking™ us, you will be entered into

an upcoming promotional contest for
lickets to area entertainment events!

4 | October 23-29, 2025 | North Dallas Gazette

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com



A New Black Migration Rises Under Trumps America

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

As the Trump adminis-
tration renews its assault
on social safety nets—from
mental health care to hous-
ing and education—young
Black Americans are mi-
grating to cities that prom-
ise not only economic op-
portunity but community
and freedom. The move-
ment, experts say, reflects
a modern Great Migration
shaped by politics, culture,
and survival. According to
Apartment List’s 2025 Best
Cities for Black Profes-
sionals report, Washington,
D.C., Atlanta, San Antonio,
Houston, and Dallas lead
the nation in economic
and professional prospects
for Black Americans. The
study, developed with the
Black employee resource
group Black@A-List, used
data on employment, in-
come, homeownership, and
representation across key
professions to determine

where Black profession-
als thrive despite national
headwinds.
Washington, D.C.:
Power and Prosperity

Apartment List found
that Washington, D.C.,
ranks first nationwide
for economic opportu-
nity among Black profes-
sionals, with a 92 percent
employment rate and a
median Black income of
$52,988, the highest in the
country. Roughly 28 per-
cent of D.C.’s population
is Black, and 51 percent
of Black households own
their homes, placing the

=
o —
District third nationally for
Black homeownership. The
report also noted that more
than one-quarter of busi-
nesses in D.C. are Black-
owned. With Howard Uni-
versity and the University
of the District of Columbia
producing a steady stream
of graduates, the capital
remains a key center for
Black leadership and inno-
vation, even as federal poli-
cies threaten to dismantle
the very programs that sus-
tain progress.
Atlanta: The Black
Mecca Holds Its Crown
Atlanta earned the No. 2

ranking for best cities for
Black professionals, lead-
ing the nation in “commu-
nity and representation,”

§ according to Apartment
| = List. The city’s Black popu-

S lation makes up 36 percent

{ S of all residents, with a 93

S percent employment rate

Sand a 50 percent home-
S ownership rate. Atlanta’s

S .
= strength, the report said,

S lies in its deep infrastruc-

S ture of Historically Black
Colleges and Universi-
ties that include Spelman,
Morehouse, Clark Atlanta,
and Morehouse School
of Medicine, all of which
have cultivated generations
of Black scholars and lead-
ers. About 37 percent of
local businesses are Black-
owned, a number that con-
tinues to climb despite
rising housing costs and
gentrification pressures.

Houston and Dallas:
Texas’s Twin Engines
of Growth

In Texas, both Houston
and Dallas ranked among
the top five destinations for

Black professionals. Hous-
ton’s business environment
ranked third in the nation,
with 21 percent of local
businesses  Black-owned
and a strong representa-
tion of Black profession-
als across industries; 21
percent of the city’s teach-
ers and doctors are Black.
Apartment List noted that
the median Black income
in Houston is several thou-
sand dollars above the na-
tional average. Dallas, with
an 18 percent Black popu-
lation and a 93 percent em-
ployment rate among Black
residents, placed fifth na-
tionally. Its Black median
income of $43,632 and
increasing share of Black-
owned businesses—now
19 percent—shows the
city’s growing reputation
as a professional hub for
young talent.
The Carolina
Renaissance

Charlotte and Raleigh,
North Carolina, also earned
spots among the top ten.
Charlotte ranked tenth

overall for Black profes-
sionals, driven by job
growth in banking, energy,
and technology. Raleigh,
part of the Research Tri-
angle, continues to draw
younger generations thanks
to affordable housing, ris-
ing tech jobs, and the pres-
ence of HBCUs like Shaw
University and St. Augus-
tine’s. A Home & Texture
analysis of the top cities
for Black renters in 2025
similarly highlighted the
Southeast as a magnet for
young professionals, cit-
ing Atlanta, Raleigh, and
Huntsville, Alabama, for
their affordability, cultural
richness, and expanding
Black business scenes.
Chicago: Culture,
Legacy, and Resistance
While Chicago faces
economic challenges, it re-
mains a beacon for Black
culture and political en-
gagement. The city’s deep
legacy, from Bronzeville’s
jazz clubs to the organiz-

See MIGRATION, Page 7
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negative, lasting effects on
a person’s development,
the way they interact with
others, and how they per-
form in school. Research
has shown that children re-
porting more ACEs may be
more likely to exhibit bul-
lying behavior.

“We always ask our

teachers and staff to listen
attentively to what our chil-
dren are saying. If we do
not listen, we will miss the
message,” said ICS Head
Start Executive Director
Eloise McClinton. “We are
proud to know that one of
our own had a vision during
this time in her life to pen

such a powerful story and
to share her experience of
bullying with her teacher.”

Parents, caregivers,
teachers, and schools all
play an important role in
preventing and addressing
bullying and its harmful
effects. Wise beyond her
years, Atyia is an example
of how students can also
help prevent bullying and

trauma at school and con-
tribute to a positive school
culture for both fellow stu-
dents and staff. Preventing
bullying and building a
positive culture is Atiya’s
specialty. Not only is she
helping kids to understand
bullying, but she is also
modeling how to treat oth-
ers with kindness and re-
spect.

Because of Head Start’s
programmatic focus on so-
cial-emotional health, Head
Start children are more
prepared to participate in
kindergarten  classrooms.
“Alum like Atiya makes me
so elated to be a Head Start
teacher,” said Mrs. Gaston.
“I would not have it any
other way.”

“We thank ICS Head

>
Start for being a great part

of her early childhood edu-
cation,” added her mother.
“Strong and powerful
teachers are everywhere,
but most certainly in Head
Start, where children get
the best formal education
and the ability to grow into
their childhood. Mrs. Gas-
kin to this day is still her
favorite teacher.”

<
LU NGS, from Page 4

related procedures in either
group.

“Our study shows that
reaching patients directly
with digital tools can help
overcome barriers to lung
cancer screening and po-
tentially save lives,” Miller
said. “By empowering in-
dividuals with information

and easy access to screen-
ing, we can make a real dif-
ference in early detection of
lung cancer.”

According to Miller, the
findings demonstrate that
digital health interventions
can modestly but mean-
ingfully increase lung can-
cer screening rates, even

among groups that have
historically faced barriers
to care. Early detection is
crucial, as patients diag-
nosed at an early stage have
much higher survival rates.
The study’s approach could
be adapted to other preven-
tive health services, helping
more people benefit from
life-saving screenings.

The researchers noted

that further studies are
needed to test digital lung
cancer screening programs
in a wider range of health
care settings and popula-
tions. Future research will
also explore the best ways
to keep patients engaged
with digital health tools
over time.

To extend the impact of
this work, Miller and co-

investigator Ajay Dharod,
M.D., associate profes-
sor of internal medicine,
launched mPATH Health,
a startup spun out of Wake
Forest University School
of Medicine, to make the
program widely available
and improve lung cancer
screening and other preven-
tive care needs. This effort
reflects Advocate Health’s

>

academic learning health
system model, which em-
phasizes translating re-
search into real-world solu-
tions that benefit as many
people as possible.

Miller, Dharod and Wake
Forest University Health
Sciences have ownership
interest in the mPATH tech-
nology used to conduct this
research.

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com
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Together Toward Tomorrow

Joyce
Foreman
Dallas ISD
District 6

I'am grateful to our school
administrators, teachers, and
families in Dallas ISD, but I
am especially thankful for
your dedication in District 6.

Your involvement con-
tinues to be the foundation

of a promising year for our
students. As Associate Jus-
tice Ketanji Brown Jackson
reminds us: “We must trust
the path we choose to walk,
anchored by a firm sense
of our potential, inspired
by the people with whom
we surround ourselves, and
bolstered by our willingness
to keep on.” To sustain our
momentum this year, we
lean on the reasons why we
chose this work as educa-

tors and community lead-
ers — the children and their
success. Let those reasons
inspire us to continue our
work as schools pursue their
goals and to provide them

with the resources they
need.
National Principals

Month: In October, we take
time to honor principals
across Dallas ISD. 1 want
to recognize school leaders
in District 6. Your quiet mo-

ments of service and your
resilience echo across your
campuses every day. We see
the ways you carry the re-
sponsibility of providing an
outstanding education with
grace and confidence, and I
thank you for your leader-
ship.

Discover Dallas ISD: I
am excited to invite you to
the largest school fair in the
city! Join us from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 1, in

the Automobile Building at
Fair Park. This is a wonder-
ful opportunity to explore
all the outstanding programs
at our Legacy schools, as
well as the Montessori,
personalized learning, P-
TECH, magnet, STEAM/
STEM, project-based learn-
ing, transformation, visual
and performing arts, and
dual language schools in the
district.

All of our schools offer

an outstanding education,
and Discover Dallas ISD is
a great opportunity for your
family to become familiar
with those available in Dis-
trict 6. For more informa-
tion, visit www.DallasISD.
org/Discover.

Together, we are working
to shape a brighter tomor-
row for our students, and
I can’t wait to see all we
accomplish in the months
ahead.

The Art of Everyday at Booker T. Washington (Arts Magnet)

By Jenna Carpenter
Dallas ISD

At Booker T. Washington
High School for the Per-
forming and Visual Arts, in-
spiration doesn’t just walk
the halls; it sings, sketches,
and dances through them.

“It’s a community of
one mind. Everyone thinks
alike,” said Lucas S. “No
one judges you and accepts
you for who you are.”

Lucas, whose older

brothers all graduated from

Booker T., initially came
thinking he would follow in
their footsteps as a painter.

Over time, his focus shifted
to 3-D art, where he uses
scrap metal to create sculp-
tures of Texas wildlife

At Booker T., there are
four conservatories students
can choose from: dance,
music, theater, and visual
arts. But for Lucas and his
classmates, an education at
Booker T. is well-rounded.

“I came here for visual

" arts, but I started to learn in-

struments and play guitar,”
Lucas said.

He said it’s common for
students to broaden their
horizons and express them-
selves in all kinds of art,

regardless of their conser-
vatory.

Ben S. is an example.

A member of the music
conservatory, Ben is a tal-
ented visual artist and said
his parents encouraged
him to check out Booker
T. when he was in eighth
grade.

“They thought I was go-
ing to go for drawing,” he
said. “My dad took me on a
tour, and once I was in the
building, I knew I wanted to

try it out.”

At Booker T., he studies
the saxophone, and he also
plays the piano and guitar.

“I can never leave instru-
ments alone. I find myself
playing around with stuff,”
he said. “Once you learn
one, it’s easy to pick up oth-
ers.”

While his favorite genre
is jazz, Ben said his teach-
ers introduced him to differ-

See EVERYDAY, Page 13

TexasWorks Hosts Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony for New Tuition-Free
Adult Education Campuses in Fort Worth

TexasWorks, the only
statewide tuition-free di-
ploma and career certifi-
cation program for adults,
will celebrate the opening
of three new Fort Worth
campuses with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony. Acting
Comptroller Kelly Han-
cock will speak on the im-
portance of TexasWorks

in providing adult learners
with education and career
opportunities while build-
ing a skilled workforce for
Texas industries.

“This expansion is about
opening doors,” said Dr.
Elizabeth Camarena, Brand
Superintendent of Tex-
asWorks. “Each campus
offers adults a chance to

complete their education,
earn certifications, and step
confidently into meaning-
ful careers.”

New Campus Programs:

e Fort Worth (Main)
Campus: Business, Cer-
tified Medical Assistant,
Graphic Arts, Law En-
forcement, Phlebotomy

» Jacksboro Campus:

Business/Accounting, Cer-
tified Medical Assistant,
Drone, Graphic Arts

* Southside Campus:
Certified Medical Assis-
tant, Education, Entrepre-
neurship, Phlebotomy

TexasWorks  provides
flexible learning for adults
ages 18-50, enabling high
school completion and ca-

reer advancement through
specialized career and
technical education (CTE)
pathways. Students gain
real-world experience via
partnerships  with  local
businesses and organiza-
tions.

Event Details:

Who: TexasWorks Lead-
ership, Acting Comptroller

Kelly Hancock, County
Judge Tim O’Hare, Local
Business Leaders

What:  Ribbon-Cutting
Ceremony and Celebration

When: October 21, 10:00
a.m.

Where: TexasWorks -
Fort Worth (Southside),
319 Lipscomb St., Fort
Worth, TX 76104
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From Boston to Paris, Art Keeps Disappearing into the Dark

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

It was just after dawn
in Paris when the sirens
began to wail through the
narrow streets surrounding

say it was fast and flawless.
Less than seven minutes
from entry to escape. Secu-
rity footage shows figures
dressed in black, moving
with precision. They knew
what they wanted and how

gold is melted and the dia-
monds cut, there is no trail
left to follow.

“Once they’re  gone,
they’re gone,” said Christo-
pher Marinello of Art Re-
covery International.

For investigators, time is

sible moment.

In France, where art is
faith, this robbery has be-
come a national wound.
Half a world away, Myles
Connor watched the story
unfold. Once the most fa-
mous art thief in America,

§ to take it. When the alarms
Srang, it was already too
-~ . .

%, late. The jewels, pieces of
2 France’s royal past, van-
™ ished into the dark.

Connor stole a Rembrandt
from a Boston museum
in the 1980s. When asked

the enemy. For thieves, time
is the perfect disguise. The
Louvre’s director has been
called before lawmakers to

the Louvre. Soldiers with
rifles guarded the courtyard,
tourists were turned away,

and the great glass pyramid
stood silent under a gray
sky. Inside, the world’s most
visited museum had been

stripped of eight priceless
jewels once belonging to
Napoleon III and Empress

Eugénie. The thieves were
gone, and the crime had al-
ready become legend. Police

Experts say the thieves
may be caught, but the jew-
els will not return. Once the

explain how it happened.
Security, already under criti-
cism, failed at the worst pos-

about the Louvre heist, he
said it was “damn close” to

See ART, Page 12
>

MIGRATION. rrom races

ing power that gave rise to
Barack Obama, continues
to inspire young profes-
sionals determined to pre-
serve and rebuild histori-
cally Black neighborhoods

is part of what House Beau-
tiful described as a genera-
tional shift in its report The
Cities Young People Are
Flocking to in 2026.

The publication noted

rather than abandon them
to gentrification.
A New Great Migration
The pattern of movement

that Gen Z and younger
millennials  increasingly
choose cities that align with
their values, prioritizing in-
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clusion, sustainability, and
community over corporate
prestige.

The trend mirrors the
Great Migration of the 20th
century, when millions
of Black families fled the
South for industrial jobs
and personal safety. But
this time, the exodus is less
about geography and more
about autonomy.

“Young Black profes-
sionals aren’t running from
the South. They’re reclaim-
ing it,” said one researcher
familiar with Apartment
List’s findings.

“They’re moving where
they can live, build wealth,
and be free from the sys-
tems that have historically
worked against them.”

As the Trump adminis-

tration doubles down on
policies rolling back di-
versity efforts, health ac-
cess, and economic equity,
young Black Americans are
charting a new map of re-
silience.

Cities like Atlanta, Hous-
ton, D.C., and Raleigh have
become what one new
resident called “freedom
zones,” or places where

THE SENIOR SOURCE®

1in 7 North Texans
are providing
unpaid care to an
older adult.

You are not alone.
We are here to help.

For more information:
theseniorsource.org/CSP
or call 214-823-5700

opportunity, = community,
and Black excellence are
not just preserved but ex-
panded.

In a country veering to-
ward authoritarian rule,
this migration is both a
strategy and a statement.
It’s the next chapter in the
long journey toward self-
determination, one city at
a time.

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com
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Feature

By Jamal Baker
NDG Contributing Writer

After not playing up to
their standard in last week’s
disappointing loss to the
Carolina Panthers, the Dal-
las Cowboys defeated the
Washington Commanders
44-22 on Sunday at AT&T
Stadium.

Franchise  quarterback
Dak Prescott and the Cow-
boys’ offense put on a mas-
terful performance against
a helpless Washington de-
fense.

Prescott completed 21
of his 30 passing attempts
for 264 yards, three touch-
downs and no intercep-
tions.

“It was great. It was
explosive. It was fun,”
Prescott said. “You saw
the big plays; saw some
drives we put together. Our

standard expectations for
ourselves is very high. We
understand we’ve got guys
that, the playmakers that
we have, the offensive line,
the love that we have for
one another, and you see it
just the way that guys fin-
ish plays, guys cover the
ball and defense played
very well tonight.

“When you do that, I
think more of our games

Jor groups 1o+ ar groy

" J

v

are going to look like this.”

In his first game back
since suffering a high-
ankle sprain in Week 3
against the Chicago Bears,
Cowboys star wide receiv-
er CeeDee Lamb put on his
usual show stopping per-
formance.

Lamb recorded five
catches for 110 yards and
a touchdown—becoming
the fastest wide receiver in

BRI PERFORMING ARTS FORTWORTH PRESENTS

November 4  Bass Hall
BASSHALL.COM/BLACKVIOLIN « 817-212-4280)
B [ lesitbasshall.com

«ﬁ' ] M SEWFELL “gp=

Ty

franchise history to reach
7,000 scrimmage yards (85
games).

“It’s exciting, man,”
Lamb said when asked
about returning. “Watching
my dog (George Pickens)
go crazy for the last few
weeks, I’m pretty sure he
enjoyed it. But just taking
the load off of him a little
bit, making him play true to
the offense and what we’ve
got going. It’s fun...”

“I’ll always be moti-
vated, but I love to see him
do his thing. That’s why
we brought him here. I feel
like he’s having so much

Documentary
Mini-Series

Booker T. Washington
High Schoal

EP.]

EP.

EP.

www.northdallasgazette.com

Cowboys Bounce Back with Statement Win Over Commanders

fun here.”

The dynamic duo of
Lamb and Pickens is argu-
ably the best in the entire
league, and will cause op-
posing defenses to con-
stantly pick their poison—
you can’t double them
both.

Pickens had 84 yards on
four receptions, including
a 44-yard deep shot that
helped the Cowboys score
before halftime.

“This one is the best one
I’ve been on, and I’ve been
on some great ones,” Lamb
said about the Dallas of-
fense. “It’s just the way that

NDG Presents Season |

Juanita Craft
Civil Rights House

Paul Quinn College
= Dallas’ HBCU

This is a series of mini-docs dedicated to
memerializing locations in the Dallas area
of specific importance to the African-

American community.

Subscribe to NDG Video Channel

we can move around these
pieces, these players, and
everybody everywhere. We
can line up faster than any.
It’s tough.”

With the offense firing
on all cylinders, let’s talk
about the defense.

If the Cowboys get the
type of performance they
received from the defense
on Sunday every week,
they will always have a
chance to win.

The defensive unit re-
corded five sacks, forced
two turnovers and scored a

See COWBOYS, Page 9

Black Dallas
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"Anybody interested in Dallas’ Black
community and an its culture - North
Dallas Gazettes inaugural season of
Black Dallas: Hallowed Ground is a MUST

Go Here! - Link Also in Bio!
youtube.com/@ndglive6056

SEE"
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Entertainment

Film Review: ‘Frenkenstein’ is visually stunning, otherwise tepid

By Dwight Brown
NNPA Film Critic

(**) In the end, why is
such an overwhelming pro-
duction an underwhelming
experience?

The legend of Franken-
stein dates back to the 1818
book by Mary Shelley. A
novel that told the story of a
mad scientist, Victor Fran-
kenstein, who built a crea-
ture from reanimated body
parts. An act that forced the
book’s readers to consider
the ethics of such a deed
and how blind ambition

film of the same name in

1910. However, most hor-
~ror genre aficionados will
-2 point to the OG 1931 film
g Frankenstein, which starred
g Boris Karloff as the mon-
E ster, and was a scary, gothic
§and haunting production.
© Since then, successors have

Courtesy To

can make men do callous,
uncaring and dehumaniz-
ing things. (Fact, the crea-
ture was never called Fran-
kenstein; it had no name.

But many to this day think
that’s the case.)

That’s the lure that at-
tracted Thomas Edison’s
company to produce a short

EOW BOYS, from Page 8

defensive touchdown.

Pick-Six King Daron
Bland made history on
Sunday with his sixth ca-
reer pick-six. The Fresno
State product now has more
pick-sixes than any NFL
player throughout the first
four seasons of a career.

“I was like, ‘Oh, I got it,
We’ll get this one,”” said
the All-Pro cornerback.

>
With the 21-day prac-

tice windows now open

“Even though the sun was
beaming in my face a little
bit, it was good. ... I was
more so just telling myself
to not drop it because it was
just me and the end zone.”
The Dallas defense just
needs to be average and
not be a liability, as Dak

for linebacker DeMarvion
Overshown and rookie
cornerback Shavon Revel,
the defense might—dare 1
say—actually be above av-
erage?

The Cowboys will look
to keep their momentum
rolling this Sunday against

Prescott and the offense
have proven they can take
over games.

a tough Denver Broncos
team at Mile High Sta-
dium.

- Pretty Houses

- Ugly Houses

- Divorce

Inheritance
Problem Tenants
Need Repairs
Vacant House

Fire Damage

Estate Sale

Behind on payments
CALL 972-665-0170

included Bride of Franken-
stein (1935), satires like
Mel Brooks’ Young Fran-
kenstein (1974) and Brit-
ish actor/director Kenneth
Branagh’s artsy Mary Shel-
ley’s Frankenstein (1994).
There’s been around 50+
versions. So, how will a

Mark the arrival of the
Silver Line at one of our
station celebrations!

10a.m. - 3 p.m.

new one breakaway from

the pack?
In Oscar®  winning
writer/director  Guillermo

del Toro’s (The Shape of
Water) mind, the strategy
is to harp on the creator/

See FILM, Page 11

Saturday, October 25

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com

October 23-29, 2025 | North Dallas Gazette | 9



Entertainment Too!

www.NorthDallasGazette.com

NDG Bookshelf: ‘Fearless, Sleepless, Deathless’ is an Odd Look at
Mushrooms That is Definitely Worth Delving Into

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

Something weird is grow-
ing on your kitchen sink.

It wasn’t there last night
but today? Yeah, and it’s not
intentional. You need to get
rid of it somehow, wipe it
off, kill it, eliminate it alto-
gether or, as in the new book
“Fearless, Sleepless, Death-
less” by Maria Pinto, maybe
study it and eat it.

Junjo or duppy umbrella.

When Maria Pinto was
studying a mushroom spe-
cies she found in a Target
parking lot, her mother
scoffed. In Jamaica, she said,
there were just two kinds
of mushrooms, which sent
Pinto off on a search. The
word “junjo” sounded like
something else, which led to
another thought, which took
her further down the mush-

@ _ﬂr‘ L

/

room hole.
As a “melancholic” kid,

“weird, queer... a child
destined to stay strange,”
Pinto’d always been fasci-
nated with dirt and the things
growing in it. For awhile, she
liked to taste dirt, to know its
saltiness. Eventually, she re-
alized that, in eating soil, she

was also eating a consider-
able amount of fungus.

Self-taught, her laboratory
extended out her front door,
surrounding her house, and
out on nearby trails. She be-
gan spending time in wood-
ed areas, face to the ground,
photographing and getting
to know the fungi that she
found.

Fungi does not have a
“season,” although mush-
room-hunting does, and Pin-
to enjoys the taste of what
she finds, experimenting
with ways to make each fun-
gus palatable. The smell of
one kind of mushroom can
vary from the next; some-
times, mushrooms smell
like something you’d never
want to eat, but in an oddly
mouthwatering way.

Fungus, especially in
mushroom form, are tainted
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Mortgage@SouthStateBank.com

SouthStateBank.com/NorthDallasGazette

| and program gui
Mamber FOIC, Equal

using Lender

by race, says Pinto. They
were often used as a meat
substitute when slaves were
underfed - and when they
were inedible or even poi-
sonous, they were quite pos-
sibly instruments of revenge
on overseers or slave mas-

ters.

All  mushrooms, Pinto
points out, are edible. Some
just once.

Dirt. You scrub it off your

i

shoes, tumble it from your
clothes, wipe it off your
hands and watch it swirl
down the drain. And af-
ter you've read “Fearless,
Sleepless, Deathless,” you’ll
want to look at what’s in it a
little closer.

A mycophile is a person
who’s interested in mush-
rooms and fungi, and author
Maria Pinto may create a
few more of them with her

guileless obsession with all
things mushroom. She’s un-
abashed in sharing her bi-
ography in this book, which
fits with the lessons learned,
and she adds history where
appropriate but the body of
this book teaches readers to
want to open their eyes wide
to the tiniest things that sur-
round us. Pinto encourages

See BOOK, Page 12
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FI LM, from Page 9

created father/son aspects
of the legend. Then pour
on excess amounts of art-
ful, stagey production el-
ements. Like dousing a
small story with lots of per-
fume. From the first images
of a snowy, freezing Arctic,
bombastic music blares
(Alexandre Desplat, The
Shape of Water), the sets,
indoor and outdoor, feel
gigantic (Tamara Deverell).
The dazzling cinematog-
raphy (Dan Lausten, The
Shape of Water), not hiding
like a fly on the wall, is so
obtrusive it should com-
mand second billing. That’s
the approach. Aesthetics
as a sledgehammer, not
as subtle assistance. And
add in incessant voiceover
narration that becomes a
crutch.

In 1857, the scientist
Victor Frankenstein (Os-

car Issac) seeks refuge on
a boat stuck in the freez-
ing Arctic. He’s hiding
from something. A scared
crew and its Scandinavian
captain (Lars Mikkelsen)
shield him. A tall and men-
acing figure, with brute
strength, approaches the
vessel. Not bothered by the
ammunition, firepower and
manpower thrown its way.
The entity advances. Fran-
kenstein shivers. What’s
before him is an enraged
creature (Jacob Elordi). A
freak he created from bits
and pieces of humans and
one that’s out for revenge
and to set the story straight.
A recollection emerges
and it’s hard to believe.
It’s filled with blind ambi-
tion, a disregard for human
life, attempted murder and
abandonment. “My maker
told his story... and I will

tell you mine.”

For the next 150 minutes,
del Toro retells one of the
most famous horror nar-
ratives of all time. At his
film’s core, is a struggle
between two adversaries: A
callous, narcissistic smart
guy (a la Elon Musk). A
creature struggling to har-
ness feelings, command its
power and go after the guy
who done him wrong. That
vindictive spirit is the only
plot device that provides
momentum. Exploring Vic-
tor’s warped childhood is
interesting, but not funda-
mental. Adding in a young
brother (Felix Kammerer)
doesn’t amount to much.
Though the brother’s wife
(Mia Goth) comes in handy
as a woman who finds
the soft sensitive side of
a monster shunned by its
maker. It’s a romance that
has some staying power.

All is in place for a pe-

BLACKBURN
FOUNDATION

The Blackburn Foundation is offering grants up to $1,000 to

riod drama of operatic pro-
portions. Little of it speaks
to the scare factor and ac-
tion that fans of the genre
will expect. Too much
talking and fancy scenery.
Not enough movement
that’s exhilarating. Except
for a battle with wolves,
who turn out to be toothy,
growling but fuzzy-looking
canines that give CGI a bad
name. The monster gets
in some fights, runs from
burning buildings, but none
of it gets the heart racing,
continuously. The grainy
black and white 1931 film
left audiences mesmerized
by a haunting feeling. That
eeriness is absent, here.
Also, the central pro-
tagonist isn’t imposing

or spooky. Not like Boris
Karloff. Elordi is too thin
and willowy to be threaten-
ing. He’s handsome, lanky
and poised like a super-
model on a Paris Fashion
week runway wearing blue
makeup and swathed in de-
signer shawls.

His physicality is all
wrong. In the least, he
needed a bodysuit. Dwayne
Johnson wore one in Moa-
na, to bulk up his muscu-
lature. It can be done. In
his defense, Elordi knows
how to shape a believable
character, that doesn’t look
like him. He did so as Elvis
in the movie Priscilla. At a
skinny 6°5,” he didn’t have
the same physical attributes
as the rock icon who was

>
6.” Yet he created a per-
sona so convincing, it felt
like Elvis’ soul was on the
screen.

This film’s visual spec-
tacle is impressive. Wish
the same attention to detail
had been channeled to the
horror and action elements.
The kind that genre fans
(teens, adolescents, twen-
tysomethings) expect. This
Frankenstein, a stagey adult
art film, is underwhelming.
A movie that will leave
some as cold as the Arctic.

For more information
about the Toronto Interna-
tional Film Festival go to
https://tiff.net/.

Visit Film Critic Dwight
Brown at DwightBrownlInk.
com.

October 1, 2025

Mechanic (Shop)
Laborer (Earthwork)
Form Setter (Structures)

Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing business in the North
Texas market since 1963. With clients such as TxDOT, Dallas County Public Works, and the
Cities of Dallas, Fort Worth, Richardson, and Mansfield (plus many others), we have a strong
backlog of work in the highway market locally.
We are currently hiring for the following positions:

Ed Bell
Construction
Company

An Equal Opportunity Employer

Dozer Operator (Earthwork)

Roller Operator (Earthwork)

Mixer Operator (Earthwork)

Finisher (Structures, Paving)

Loader Operator (Earthwork)

Excavator Operator (Earthwork)

Slipform Machine Operator (Paving)

Motor Grader Operator (Earthwork)

CDL Drivers (Haul Truck, End Dump)

Off Road Hauler Operator (Earthwork)

* Barricade Servicer (Must have valid DL)
Available: multiple openings

Rate: Negotiable

Must have own transportation.

Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (depending on position)
Physical and Drug Screen Required

Must have a Clear Background

Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs.)

teachers who organize community engagement activities for their
students. Students should plan a project that has a positive and
immediate impact for their community highlighting their efforts to
improve relations. The project should include students interacting
with community members and service organizations.

Contact us for project specifications:
https://blackburnfoundation.org
info@blackburnfoundation.org
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Must apply in PERSON, Monday - Friday from 8am to 11am
@ 10605 Harry Hines Blvd.
Please visit our website: www.edbellconstruction.com/careers
Or email your resume to: careers{@edbellconstruction.com
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the most expensive museum
theft in history.

“They will be vilified,” he
said, “but they’ll also be re-
membered.” The Louvre is
not the first to fall.

In 1990, two men dressed
as police officers walked
into Boston’s Isabella Stew-
art Gardner Museum. They
overpowered the guards and
stripped thirteen paintings
from the walls. Rembrandt.
Vermeer. Degas. Manet.
Gone without a trace. The
museum’s founder had writ-
ten that nothing inside could
ever be moved, so the empty
frames remain, haunting the
gallery like ghosts. More
than thirty years later, the
paintings never returned.

In 1911, the Mona Lisa
disappeared from the same

Paris museum that now
mourns its jewels. She was
not yet famous then. When
she vanished, the world
learned her name. Two
years later, police found
her in Florence, hidden by
an Italian handyman who
claimed he wanted to bring
her home. When she was
returned to the Louvre, she
was no longer just a paint-
ing. She was a legend.

In 1972, three masked
men descended through a
skylight into the Montreal
Museum of Fine Arts. They
tied up the guards and es-
caped with 18 paintings and
dozens of jewels, includ-
ing a Rembrandt worth $1
million. No one was ever
caught. None of the art has
been found. Some say the

Montreal mafia helped hide
the works in private collec-
tions. Others believe they
were destroyed.

In 2010, Paris faced an-
other betrayal from within.
A man known as “Spider-
Man” climbed the walls of
the Musée d’Art Moderne
and slipped inside. He took
works by Picasso, Matisse,
and Modigliani, choosing
his prizes with an artist’s
eye. When he was arrested,
the paintings were gone.
Some believe he destroyed
them rather than let them be
recovered. He said he stole
them for beauty. Beauty, he
learned, does not survive the
dark.

And in Scranton, Penn-
sylvania, a different kind of
art theft unfolded. It was not
the work of masked strang-
ers in the night, but of a crew

that operated for more than
twenty years. Their crimes
stretched across states and
generations. The Ever-
hart Museum in Scranton
lost two priceless works
in 2005, “Le Grande Pas-
sion” by Andy Warhol and
“Springs Winter” by Jack-
son Pollock, stolen as part
of a conspiracy that reached
from small towns to national
landmarks. Nine men were
involved. They took art, tro-
phies, jewelry, and history.
They also stole a Christy
Matthewson jersey, Yogi
Berra’s World Series rings,
and Roger Maris’s MVP tro-
phy. They stripped museums
bare, melted down the gold,
and sold what was left for
a fraction of its worth. One
of them, Nicholas Dombek,
even burned “Upper Hud-
son” by Jasper Cropsey, a

painting worth half a mil-
lion dollars, to keep it from
being used as evidence. The
smoke from that fire car-
ried more than the scent of
oil and canvas. It carried the
loss of American history.

Investigators called it a
twenty-year trail of destruc-
tion. The Everhart’s sto-
len works remain missing,
ghosts of American art that
vanished not for beauty, but
for greed. When the thieves
were finally caught in 2025,
after decades of evasion,
they were convicted in fed-
eral court. Their sentences
may bring justice, but not
restoration. The ashes of
“Upper Hudson” cannot be
pieced back together. The
Warhol and the Pollock may
never be seen again.

Now the Louvre stands
scarred again, its name

>

added to a list of crimes that
span centuries. Investigators
search every corner of Paris,
but the city knows how eas-
ily beauty disappears. The
jewels of Napoleon’s court
may already be gone, scat-
tered into fragments, melted
into history. Every thief tells
the same story. Desire and
genius intertwined. Each
painting, each jewel, pulled
from the hands of time by
someone who wanted to
possess the unattainable.
The Louvre heist is only the
newest verse in that song.

Somewhere tonight, gold
glows beneath the wrong
light. Somewhere, a thief
admires the sparkle of what
can never again belong to
the world. And somewhere
else, an empty frame waits
in silence, holding the shape
of what was lost.

-
BOO K, from Page 10

readers to get low, to get
dirty, to smell and touch and

know nature’s hidden things
that many of us might nor-

mally rear away from. That’s
a practice that’s easy, cheap,
and fun.

If you love to eat mush-

- Must be Organized

weekly)

lines.

- Will report to the owner

- Communicate with vendors and customers.
Prefer a experience “Mature” semi-retired person
Only those sending resumes will be considered.

Looking for a mature person w/ above
average admin skills (Irving)

Looking for a mature (possibly) semi-retired or older person looking for
on-site part time work (only) a contract position part time office coordinator.
Candidates should possess the following skills.

- Ability to communicate (written) composition
- Minimum Quickbooks Experience
- Available Part-Time 4 days per week (Monday thru Thursday - 25 hours

- Pleasant phone voice interaction with customers and contract workers
- Ability to multitask and manage projects
- Must Spreadsheet Experience
- Must be professional in your approach toward assigned duties.
- Candidates must be able to function without supervision and meet dead-

Pay: $17.00 to $19.00
Email: inquiries1909@gmail.com
Phone: 972.509.9149 (Ms. Hill)
Serious inquiries only

rooms, you enjoy a light-
hearted science book, you
need a new hobby, or you’ve

MOBILE
NOTARY
SERVICES

« Signature Witnessing

noticed fungi and wondered
about it, this book gives you
permission to find out. Truly,

>
“Fearless, Sleepless, Death-
less” is a book to sink your
teeth into.

Convenient Motarization
al Your Location]
* Document Notarization « Cerlified Copies

_r-"f.r T4 }!rr,:;.f,"
e 501647191

2 chill@heroffices.com
hitps:cliniguedd wissite com/heroflices

« Oath Administration
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at La Opinion Mejias-Rent-
as. Julio Iglesias of Spain
started a crossover in 1984,
sharing duets with Ameri-
can stars, which helped to
establish him in the U.S.
Yet, Selena of Texas, after
recording mainly in Span-
ish, was just starting her
crossover album in ‘95,
when tragically her fam-
ily and EMI Records were
forced to release a mixed
language album posthu-
mously after her death.
Recording in English is
not necessary anymore,
said Mejias-Rentas. Bad
Bunny is using the Spanish
language as a tool of resis-
tance, interesting, consider-
ing the Supreme Court re-
cently approved use of the
language by U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) to identify those
who are undocumented.
Negron-Muntaner noted,
Bad Bunny’s success is part
of a long history and demo-
graphic changes as youth,
important to advertisers,
have grown increasingly
Latino, and as migrations
of Spanish speakers grow
elsewhere in the world.
This is also happening
due to changes in technol-
ogy and the new ease with
which artists can commu-
nicate with their audiences.
“They have become a lot
more savvy, so they amass
a certain type of economic
power, and as a brand, they
have more agency than

prior generations,” added
Negron-Muntaner. In  the
long history of struggling to
get heard, it seems cultural
capital is shifting, she said.
While art previously came
out of New York or Holly-
wood, you can now have a
superstar out of any number
of places.

Bad Bunny comes from
a place that sits culturally
at a crossroads, its peo-
ple exposed to the world
in a particular way, said
Negron-Muntaner. It may
seem interesting that a song
in Spanish about belong-
ing can resonate in coun-
tries where few even speak
Spanish.  Yet, Bunny’s
social commentary on is-
sues like the cost of living,
forced migration, and the
LGBTQ community, am-
plify how people are feel-
ing as the same tensions
happen elsewhere in the
world.

“Because neoliberal
capitalism is taking over
the entire housing stock,
the feeling of forced migra-
tion is actually resonating
worldwide,” she added.

Predictions of U.S. La-
tinos becoming a powerful
number have finally come
true, added Julio Ricardo
Varela, senior producer and
strategist for D.C.-based
Free Press. Bad Bunny is
indeed a product of the cur-
rent prominence of social
and digital media, along-
side the strong reaction

against him, which, in it-
self, makes him powerful.

There are rumors of a
petition to remove him
from the lineup in order to
honor only American art-
ists, this though Bad Bunny
is an American citizen from
Puerto Rico. Despite the ef-
fort, Varela explained the
NFL wants to make money
and thus needs to diversify
its audiences. “I don’t see a
lot of questions about when
Kendrick Lamar was here
last year, he said. It comes
down to mostly white own-
ers who want to make bil-
lions of dollars and want to
associate themselves with
the best global brand in mu-
sic right now.” They need
global audiences because
they want to be a global
sports league on the same
level as the Premier League
and the World Cup, he iter-
ated.

Though Puerto Ricans
are not immigrants, Bad
Bunny resists anti immi-
grant sentiment, in a Ger-
man magazine responding
he’s not having concerts
stateside in the U.S. be-
cause he doesn’t want ICE
at his concerts, explained
Varela. This, though he
chose to do his residency in
Puerto Rico for other rea-
sons, said Mejias-Rentas,
including a desire to help
the local economy and to
bring attention to Puerto
Rico. He is most seen as
an advocate for Puerto Ri-
can identity and nationality,
said Mejias-Rentas.

>

Puerto Ricans hold the
second largest Latino popu-
lation in the United States,
he added, as most Puerto
Ricans live in the conti-
nental U.S. Yet, advocates
of Puerto Rican indepen-
dence, say Puerto Rico is
really just a colony, citizen-
ship being imposed on it by
invasion in 1898.

Awareness about Puerto
Rico has increased dramati-
cally since Hurricane Ma-
ria, added Negron-Muntan-
er, when Trump, who was
President at the time, was
widely criticized for his
response to the crisis. With
much of the coverage being
too focused on the hyper-
critical, she commented,
the coverage should have
dived deeper into Puerto
Rican experience.

With its own constitution,
yet as a U.S. territory, Puer-
to Rico is neither a state nor
a nation, its citizens lacking
the right to vote, yet serving
in all U.S. wars.

“There are nation-states
that have multiple na-
tional groups within, said
Negron-Muntaner. The na-
tionality of Puerto Ricans
is the product of imagining
ourselves as part of a na-
tional community, whether
we have a state or not. ...
How is it that culture plays
a role in a group imagining
themselves as cohesive, as
anation, as an ethnic group,
as a group with a shared
past, a present, and a desire
for a shared future?” she
asked.

>
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ent types of music, opening
his eyes to the world of op-
portunities.

“This school does a re-
ally good job expanding
skillsets. I’ve learned how
to play classical music here,
and I’ve learned to appreci-
ate it,” he said. “It’s beauti-
ful to see everything as art,
because it is. Booker T. does

a good job teaching that.”

Since many of the teach-
ers have work experience
in their field, students learn
how to become working
artists.

“They are actually doing
the thing we want to do,”
Ben said. “All music teach-
ers were former performing
musicians. They can tell

you how to fully prepare,
and they love doing that.”

In the visual arts conser-
vatory, teachers work on
their own projects along-
side their students, Lucas
added.

Both seniors, Lucas and
Ben are looking ahead to
life after high school. Ben
plans on pursuing a music
career, while Lucas wants
to become an electrician.

“Being here taught me
how to work with my
hands,” Lucas said. “I start-
ed looking at trade schools,
and everyone here is really
supportive of it.”

To learn more about
Booker T. and how students
can launch their legacies,
attend Discover Dallas ISD
on Saturday, Nov. 1, at the
Automobile Building in
Fair Park.

GARLAND
Attention Suppliers of Goods,
Services and Construction

Review Competitive Opportunities at
https:/ fgarlandtx.ionwave.net

www.garlandpurchasing.com
972-205-2415

T
IRVING

TEXAS

DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING AND
REWARDING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE
OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

« Competitive wages
« Array of benefits
* Education incentive pay
+ ...and more

REGISTER ONLINE TO TAKE
THE CITY OF IRVING'S NEXT
CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM

www.cityofirving.org

The City of Inang does noi discriminale on the basis of race, color, religion

sax, natanal origin, age, genelics, disability mavital sfalus, sexual orientation,

gander idenlily or expressionfreassignment, pregrancy or malernily, or
veteran slalus in accordance with applicable federal, slate and local [aws

TISEO PAVING COMPANY

419 E. Hwy. 80, Mesquite, TX 75150
Tel: (972) 289-0723 Fax (972) 216-5637
www.tiseopaving.com

Performing Concrete Street Paving
in the Metroplex Area
We Accept Subcontracting Bids
For All Public Works Projects
in the Dallas Area.
We Are Accepting Applications for Con-
crete Mixer Drivers and Heavy Equip-

ment Mechanics

Equal Opportunity Employer
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Oh No, Not Another Day

By Dr. James L. Snyder

I thought got over the
problems I had two weeks
ago. I thought I stepped
onto new ground and every-
thing was going to be fine.

Very few times am I right,
and this wasn’t one of them.

A couple of weeks ago, 1
had a terrible day. Our elec-
tricity was off for over six
hours. My printer died, and
I needed to get a new one. A
scam artist called and said
my daughter was in prison
and I needed to give him
$2500 for her bail.

What a day that was. I’'m
still not fully over it, but I'm
slowly getting away from it.

While getting over it, I
experienced another ter-
rible day. I don’t believe in
karma, but I do believe in
coincidences.

It was a Sunday, and The
Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage and 1 did our
ministry at an assisted liv-
ing facility, and then on
Sunday night, we went to
an evening service at an-
other church.

In the middle of the af-
ternoon, The Gracious
Mistress of the Parsonage
got hit with one of her fa-
mous migraines. She has
migraines, ugly headaches,
and regular headaches
several times a week. For
many years, | thought I was
her only headache, but as it
turns out, I’m not her head-
ache. I guess I’m going to
have to try harder.
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“The Black Press
of America”

ha

I was getting ready to
go to church, and my wife
said that she could not go
because she had a terrible
migraine headache.

The problem was that
when 1 went out and got
in my truck to start it, it
wouldn’t start. The battery
had died on me. There was
nothing I could do to get it
started.

I sat in the truck for a mo-
ment, sighed deeply, and
realized that I had only one
other option.

I went into the house
and told my wife about my
truck, saying I would have
to take her sissy van to
church. I’'m not sure, but I
think I heard her giggling as
I walked out the door with
her sissy van keys.

There is nothing I hate
doing more than driving
that sissy van. After all, I
am a fully grown man and
that sissy van cannot handle
a real man.

To get in on the driver’s
side, I have to move the seat
back as far as it can go. Be-
lieve me, it doesn’t go back
far enough for me. Then, I
have to wiggle and wiggle
to get into the seat behind
the steering wheel. That
took almost forever to get
seated there.

The next thing to do was
move the steering wheel up
as far as I could get it so I
could sit in that seat. Then I
had to adjust all of the mir-
rors so I could see behind
me and on each side. There

are three mirrors, and each
is very difficult to rearrange.

It took me quite a while
to get everything arranged
so that I could drive that sis-
sy van. Finally, after quite a
while of frustrating twisting
and turning, I got seated be-
hind the steering wheel and
was ready to start up the
engine. The next challenge
was buckling the seat belt.

As I looked at the key,
the thought that danced in
my head was, “This bat-
tery is going to die on me
too.” Fortunately, that did
not happen in the sissy van,
which started up right away.

I took a deep sigh and
backed out of our drive-
way and headed down the
street toward the church.
It’s about a 20-minute drive
to our church, and so I was
a little late, but I would get
there in time.

Then I got there, and dis-
covered another problem.
Getting into that sissy van
was difficult, but now get-
ting out was even more dif-
ficult. I couldn’t get my legs
out under the driving wheel,
and it took me a while, gig-
gling and twisting. Finally, I
got my legs out.

I stood up, shut the door,
locked it, and walked into
the church.

After the service, I went
out to the sissy van with a
heavy heart. I couldn’t let
anybody see me wiggling
and squirming, trying to get
into that sissy van. I wasn’t
quite sure what to do, so I

went to the sissy van and
unlocked the door.

I took a deep breath,
opened the door, and then
wiggled and twisted my
way in behind the steering
wheel. It took several min-
utes for me to drag my legs
in at their proper position.
Finally, I got in my seat,
started the engine, and was
ready to go home.

With a grateful heart, I
drove out of the parking
lot, thankful that I got this
far. Then I remembered

that when I got home, I had
to get out of that sissy van
one more time.

It took me a few minutes
to wiggle my way out of
that sissy van, but I finally
did.

As 1 recovered from
that trip I thought of a
Bible verse. “There hath
no temptation taken you
but such as is common to
man: but God is faithful,
who will not suffer you
to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with

the temptation also make a
way to escape, that ye may
be able to bear it” (1 Cor-
inthians 10:13).

There is no problem or
struggle in my life that
God doesn’t make a way to
escape. Praise the Lord.

Dr. James L. Snyder
lives in Ocala, FL with
the Gracious Mistress of
the Parsonage. Telephone
1-352-216-3025,  e-mail
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.james-
snyderministries.com.

to sacrifice:

$2,500

This Just In:
“Laurel Land Single
Space For Sale”
Garden of the Cross Section

Lot 39, Block D, Space 4
Laurel Land charges a minimum

of $4,500 per space. | am willing

plus transfer fee
972-665-0170

Keep Up with the News Back Home!

If you aren’t originally from Dallas, we’ve still got you covered! As members of NNPA,
the North Dallas Gazette is connected to Black newspapers across the country. Visit our
site to find links to African-American newspapers in your hometown and beyond!

www.northdallasgazette.com
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Voting, a Right, a Privilege and a Responsibility

ﬁ Sister
44 Tarpley
< NDG

1 *  Religion
_"'t o Editor

Recently, I read an arti-
cle, 50 Years ago/Voting by
Charles E. “Chuck” Siler.
It is such an inspiring story
that should compel many
people, young and old to
learn what a right, a privi-
lege and a responsibility it
is to vote.

In Texas, 149 years ago,
Black people became free
men, women and children;
and five years later, in Tex-
as, my great grandfather,
Nicholas Demus, had a new
name, was a property own-
er and he was a registered
voter by paying a “Poll Tax
Fee.”

Freestone County Re-

2

cords in Fairfield, Texas,
verifies that my great
grandfather Nicholas was
one of over 300 Black men
in the County with a let-
ter “c” after their names to
indicate that they were “a
Colored” voting man.

My great grandfather,
Nicholas, my grandfather,
Deacon David N. Demus
and my father, Lloyd Da-
vid Demus, had to go to
a Court House, pay a Poll
Tax fee before they could
register to vote; therefore it
was most important to each
to vote in elections.

Consequently, my entire
family was taught the im-
portance of voting, that it
was a “Right, a Privilege
and a Responsibility” to
registered when they turned
18 years old and become an
“informed voter.” I was in
school at Prairie View A
& M University, in Prai-

rie View, Texas, “55 Years
Ago”, when I registered to
vote and I have voted in ev-
ery election since that time.

This is the same respon-
sibility that I taught my
children, Jarrell and Sheila.
You should never get too
busy to pass on to future
generations the importance
of voting.

At 18 years old, I was
sure that studying the can-
didates were not important
to my children to research
the candidates and vote, so,
I discussed the candidates
with them and explained
why I was voting for that
particular candidate.

However, I did tell them
that one day when they
were paying school, prop-
erty, road, county and city
taxes; and voting for school
board members, elected of-
ficials in each area, that vot-
ing for the right candidate

SMALL
BANDAGE

BIG
INFLUENCE

Remind your
friends and family
to get a flu shot!

Find a clinic near you by visiting
parklandhealth.org/flu

)arkland

would be major choice and
they would do their own re-
search before voting.

Today, there is no fee to
register, one does not have
to go to a Court House to
register, any legal citizen of
the United States, can fill
out an application, mail it
in, and wait for their Reg-
istration Card to be mailed
to them.

Yet, while we have more
registered voters, because
of certain events, especially
during a “President’s Elec-
tion Year”, we have less
people voting. In reality, it
is more important to vote in
school board, city, county,
state and nation elections
than in a “President’s Elec-
tion Year” because they
have a direct effect on your

pocket books more than
anything else.

Why do we have more
people voting during a
“Present’s Election Year”
when all that they are doing
is giving the candidate a
“popular vote?” It doesn’t
affect your pocket book
directly, but it does in the
long run, because we have
three branches of govern-
ment and each branch has
its own responsibility.

It is a “Right,” as a le-
gal citizen of the U.S; your
Constitution ~ guarantees
you that right. Men and
women have died for your
right to vote your convic-
tion.

Voting is a “Privilege.”
A freedom, an advantage,
an honor, a benefit, a great

opportunity to pick your
choice for that office. God
gave mankind, a choice
when Jesus Christ, my Lord
and my Savior died on the
Cross over 2,000 years ago.

Voting is your “Respon-
sibility.”  Accountability,
blame if things go wrong,
authority to act and to make
an informed decision.

It is time for every legal
citizen of the U.S.to study
the issues, study the candi-
date and then exercise your
“Right, Privilege and Re-
sponsibility” vote in Early
Election or November 4th
and in every election there-
after for the good of your
nation.

(Editor s Note: This Col-
umn originally ran in Octo-
ber 2014.)

DALLAS CASA

Court Appointed

You can make
all the difference
in the life of a
child who has
been abused.

VOLUNTEER!

Protecting children | Restoring childhood

Dallas CASA needs volunteers to
help children living in foster care

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A VOLUNTEER INFORMATION SESSION:

Thursday, Oct 30, 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Friday, Nev &, 12:00-1:00 p.m.

Thursday, Nev 13, 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Friday, Nev 21, 12:00-1:00 p.m.

For more information or to register, please visit dallascasa.org
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DISCOVER Ay

- Dallas ISD

FAIR PARK ‘ AUTOMOBILE BLDG.

Meet teachers. Explore progra
Apply on-site for the 202 6:»;

Academic success matters! Dallas ISD schools rank among the 100 best in the
country. We've doubled our A-rated campuses in one year, and nearly 93% of
schools are now rated an A, B, or C.

See it all for yourself at Discover Dallas ISD from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on November 1
at Fair Park.

Learn about our award-winning STEM and STEAM, dual
language, leadership academies, magnets, single-gender
schools and career-ready pathways, all under one roof!

SATURDAY

DallasISD.org/Disc

9a.m.-1p.m.
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