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Jackson, Mississippi 
native Evan Turnage, a 
33-year-old antitrust law-
yer and former top Senate 
counsel, formally entered 
the race for Mississippi’s 
2nd Congressional District 
on December 17, setting up 
a Democratic primary chal-
lenge to longtime incum-
bent Democratic Rep. Ben-
nie Thompson in the March 
10, 2026, election.

Turnage, who grew up 
in Jackson after being born 
in Cleveland, Mississippi, 
launched his campaign by 
drawing attention to persis-
tent economic hardship in 
the district, which remains 
one of the poorest in the 
nation. In announcing his 
candidacy, Turnage said 
the district was the poorest 
in the poorest state when 
he was born and remains 
so more than three decades 
later, arguing that genera-
tional economic stagnation 
has forced families to watch 
loved ones leave the state in 
search of opportunity.

Turnage appeared on Let 
It Be Known News for his 

first interview since enter-
ing the race, discussing his 
decision to run, his roots 
in Mississippi, and his be-
lief that the district needs 
new leadership focused on 
economic opportunity, ac-
countability, and helping 
Mississippians build stable 
lives at home.

Turnage brings extensive 
federal policy experience 
to the race. He previously 
served as chief counsel to 
then Senate Majority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer of New 
York and as senior counsel 
to Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
of Massachusetts, where he 
helped craft major legisla-
tive proposals, including 
the No Kings Act, which ar-

gued that presidents do not 
have immunity for crimi-
nal actions, and the Price 
Gouging Prevention Act, 
later adopted as part of Vice 
President Kamala Harris’ 
presidential platform.

A graduate of Murrah 
High School, Morehouse 
College and Yale Law 
School, Turnage has also 
worked in the private sec-
tor at Kirkland & Ellis, 
where he handled pro bono 
cases focused on expunging 
wrongful criminal records 
to help individuals regain 
employment eligibility. He 
currently leads the Southern 
Justice Project at the Open 
Markets Institute; an initia-
tive aimed at strengthen-
ing economic and political 
power in Black Belt com-
munities.

“I’ve dedicated my life 
to leveling the playing field 
so people can not only get 
by, but get ahead, and raise 
a family right here,” Tur-
nage said in announcing his 
campaign, adding that he 
is seeking to make it easier 
for Mississippians to return 
home and build lasting op-
portunity in the district.

NBA legend Isiah Thom-
as has continued to rewrite 
the rules of wealth, in-
dustry, and the American 
dream with his One World 
Products Inc., the materials 
and manufacturing com-
pany that he’s transitioning 
into Isiah Enterprises Inc.

The company is now 
tracking toward operational 
breakeven after shipping 
more than 250,000 pounds 
of pelletized rubber from its 
Michigan facility, marking 
a major milestone in a turn-
around that has reshaped 
a once-distressed public 
company into a growing 
clean-materials platform.

The company, traded 

on the OTCQB under the 
ticker OWPC, reported that 
the shipments were pro-
duced at its Eco Bio Plas-
tics Michigan operation in 
Midland, a facility that had 
previously faced insolven-
cy before being integrated 
into One World Products’ 

operations. The December 
shipment volume validated 
the plant’s throughput and 
reliability while anchoring 
a larger strategy focused on 
recycled materials, indus-
trial hemp biocomposites, 
and sustainable inputs for 
automotive and packaging 
markets.

In a parallel move, the 
company has formally es-
tablished Isiah Enterprises 
as a registered entity in 
Michigan and opened an 
office in Troy, placing ex-
ecutive leadership, product 
development, and customer 
engagement inside the na-
tion’s automotive manufac-
turing corridor. The loca-
tion positions the company 
closer to OEMs, suppliers, 

and its Midland process-
ing facility, tightening the 
loop between development 
and production as it enters 
2026.

In an earlier phone call 
with NNPA Newswire, 
Thomas noted how he had 
hired engineers, worked 
with Stellantis, and poured 
time and thought into a field 
most people in his world did 
not consider. “There were a 
lot of research moments, a 
lot of ups and downs, and 
a lot of failures,” Thomas 
acknowledged. “But even-
tually, we got it. And once 
we got it, we patented the 
process and started moving 
it into automotive.”

The recent operational 
progress follows a multi-

phase restructuring that 
effectively merged One 
World Products with Eco 
Bio Plastics Michigan into 
a single materials platform 
headquartered in Troy. 
When new leadership as-
sumed control, One World 
Products was operating 
as a distressed public en-
tity, while Eco Bio Plastics 
Michigan faced financial 
collapse. Management 
stabilized both operations 
through facility optimiza-
tion, integration, and a fo-
cus on scalable production 
systems.

Commercial activity 
is now organized around 
three primary revenue 
lanes. Rubber and recycled 
materials provide near-term 

contribution and margin 
stability. Eco Bio Plastics 
Michigan runs a proprietary 
pulverize, micronize, and 
pelletize system capable 
of handling multiple mate-
rial categories. Industrial 
hemp biocomposites repre-
sent a longer-term growth 
platform aligned with sus-
tainability requirements in 
automotive interiors and 
packaging applications.

That materials strategy 
aligns with bigger mar-
ket shifts. Industry pro-
jections point to a global 
automotive lightweight 
materials market expected 
to exceed $150 billion by 
2030, alongside a sustain-
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By S.E. Williams
Black Voice News

As we work to slam the 
door on 2025 and look ex-
pectantly to 2026, the truth 
is that what lies ahead of 
us politically, is stubbornly 
connected to our collective 
political past. 

Whether you are Black 
or Brown or working class; 
whether you are a high 
school student or a senior 
citizen; whether you start-
ed 2025 fully employed 
and ended the year unem-
ployed; whether you are 
an immigrant of color or 
an American of darker hue 
who can be misidentified; 
the United States of Amer-
ica has retreated far from 
its intended path previously 
directed toward a more per-
fect union. 

It’s as if the entire na-
tion–lock, stock and barrel–
as they say, has fallen down 
the rabbit hole of Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland 
as described  by celebrated 
author, Lewis Carroll. 

In the story when Alice 
fell down that long tun-
nel, she ended up in a land 
where the rules governing 
reality as she knew it, no 
longer applied. 

According to some, the 
phrase “falling down the 
rabbit hole” has become 
a metaphor for distrac-
tion. This phrase certainly 
describes the America of 
2025. Every day since Don-

ald Trump was sworn in as 
U.S. President for the sec-
ond time, there are multiple 
breaking stories purposely 
intended to keep citizens 
anxious, on guard, appre-
hensive  and often confused 
about what is actually hap-
pening. Americans con-
stantly struggle to separate 
fact from fiction, often re-
treating further and further 
into their political ideolo-
gies and in the process wid-
ening the political divide 
that separates us from one 
another.

A few years ago, I read 
an article by writer John 
Spacey who offered an in-
terpretation of the strange 
happenings in Alice’s Won-
derland and its sequence, 
Through the Looking 
Glass. The author present-
ed four categorical inter-
pretations of the works’ key 
themes. They included the 
ideas of opposites, ideal-
ism, parallel universes, and 

the theory that reality is 
stranger than fiction. 

I believe Alice’s ex-
periences as interpreted 
through this lens has rel-
evance today as we try to 
make sense of actions un-
dertaken by the Trump ad-
ministration and his cadre 
of Make America Great 
Again (MAGA) supporters. 

Carroll’s “Through the 
Looking Glass (mirror)” 
offers an expanded  surreal, 
illogical, and paradoxical 
perspective on Alice’s ex-
periences in Wonderland 
similar to what is currently 
being experienced in mod-
ern day America. When 
Alice gazed through the 
looking glass or mirror, ev-
erything she saw, of course, 
was opposite of the way 
things were supposed to 
be. In other words, things 
she perceived through the 
“looking glass” were re-
versed from what they ac-
tually were. 

We see this happening 
today where time, just like 
it did for Alice in Wonder-
land, where time seemed 
to be somewhat whimsi-
cal and unpredictable that 
is what is being presented 
by the federal government 
today. The Make America 
Great Again philosophy 
is rooted in a whimsical 
time for whites who be-
lieve things were better and 
when life for most people 
of color was certainly un-
predictable. It was a time 
when white reigned su-
preme and people of color 
were a powerless presence 
in the ordering of America. 

The best example of this 
is all of the hard fought 
Civil Rights era victories 
being reversed to help en-
sure white privilege out 
of misplaced concern over 
white fragility. In another 
example, social safety 
nets are being degraded 
to recoup/redirect fund-
ing in order to provide tax 
benefits for the most privi-
leged. Other examples of 
this include the story that 
Americans were told about 
who pays the tariffs or that 
Venezuelan boats sailing in 
a direction away from the 
U.S. were carrying opioids 
intended for the U.S., even 
though experts tell us Ven-
ezuela doesn’t even traffic 
in opioids.

(Editor’s Note: This 
column originally ran at 
blackvoicenews.com.)
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(Newswise) — Glauco-
ma, often called the ‘sneak 
thief of sight’ because pa-
tients can lose vision before 
they experience any symp-
toms, impacts some 3 mil-
lion people in the United 
States alone. And once vi-
sion is lost to glaucoma, it 
can’t be regained. “That’s 
why regular screenings, 
especially among those at 
higher risk for glaucoma, 
are absolutely vital,” says 
Elena Sturman, president 
and CEO of The Glaucoma 
Foundation. “Glaucoma 
Awareness Month is a re-
minder to make an appoint-
ment for an eye exam.”  

While anyone at any age 
can develop glaucoma, cer-
tain people are more at risk.  
Among those groups are 

African American, Latinx 
and Asian populations.

Among individuals of 
African and Latinx heritage 
compared to those of Euro-
pean background, there is a 
higher prevalence, earlier 
onset, and more rapid pro-
gression of primary open-
angle glaucoma and greater 
incidence of blindness.

African Americans are 6 

to 8 times more likely to get 
glaucoma than white Amer-
icans. Blindness from glau-
coma is also more common 
in African Americans than 
white Americans. Research 
shows that African Ameri-
cans are genetically more at 
risk for glaucoma, making 
early detection and treat-
ment all the more impor-
tant. Among Latinx popula-

tions, the disease may also 
progress faster as they age, 
compared to other ethnic 
groups. Other risk factors:

• People with diabetes 
are twice as likely to get 
glaucoma than people with-
out diabetes.

• Asians are at an in-
creased risk for the less 
common types of glau-
coma: angle-closure glau-
coma and normal-tension 
glaucoma.

• Also at risk are people 
over age 40. While glauco-
ma can develop in younger 
patients, it occurs more 
frequently as we get older. 
Medicare provides an an-
nual dilated eye exam for 

Medicare beneficiaries 
over age 65 at high risk for 
glaucoma. Those eligible 
for this service are people 
with diabetes, family his-
tory of glaucoma or Afri-
can Americans over 50. To 
learn more, call 800-633-
4227.   

• Other risk factors in-
clude extremely high or 
low blood pressure, thin 
corneas and nearsighted-
ness.

To spread the word, The 
Glaucoma Foundation is 
launching a special so-
cial media campaign dur-
ing Glaucoma Awareness 
Month to raise awareness 
of the disease and its im-

pact. Every day in January 
a different poster will high-
light messages from glau-
coma patients, doctors and 
advocates. The Glaucoma 
Foundation is sponsoring 
this campaign with co-
sponsors Bausch & Lomb, 
iCare, Topcon, Life Biosci-
ences, Sight Sciences and 
Glaukos.

“Early diagnosis and 
treatment are the keys to 
controlling this ‘sneak 
thief of sight,’” stresses 
Ms. Sturman.  Start the 
new year by making an 
appointment for a compre-
hensive eye examination, 
advises The Glaucoma 
Foundation.
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Who is at Greatest Risk for Glaucoma?
Glaucoma Awareness Month Serves as a Reminder to All to Get Tested

Aging-Related Weight Gain in Women: It 
May Start Earlier in Life Than You Think

(Newswise) — JACK-
SONVILLE, Fla. — 
Weight gain is common in 
women during perimeno-
pause and after meno-
pause, but the physical 
changes underlying it start 
much earlier in adulthood. 
Daniela Hurtado Andrade, 
M.D., Ph.D., an endocri-
nologist and obesity expert 
at Mayo Clinic in Jackson-
ville, explains why it is im-
portant to start counteract-
ing those changes before 
perimenopause arrives.

“Weight changes are 
not only characteristic of 
midlife or menopause. 
Data have shown that 
weight gain starts early in 
adulthood,” Dr. Hurtado 
says. “Around age 30, 
your muscle mass starts 
decreasing gradually as 
part of the natural aging 
process, and this is exac-

erbated in midlife due to 
menopause.”

The decreasing muscle 
mass will lead to a lower 
metabolism, a risk factor 
for weight gain, Dr. Hurta-
do says.

Adding to the challenge 
of achieving a healthy 
weight before and after 
menopause are many of the 
features of modern life, Dr. 
Hurtado says. For exam-
ple, an abundance of pro-
cessed foods high in sugar 
and fat; technology such as 
escalators, elevators and 
cars that allows people to 
move from place to place 
without walking; and the 
difficulty of unplugging 
from devices that keep 
people connected to work 
and sedentary for longer 
hours, with less time spent 
on physical activity. 

Being aware that weight-

related physical changes 
start earlier than midlife 
may help people be mind-
ful about the importance of 
establishing and maintain-
ing a healthy lifestyle, in-
cluding adequate diet and 
exercise (at least 150 min-
utes per week), well ahead 
of menopause, Dr. Hurtado 
says. It may help to track 
what and how much you 
eat, to understand how 
much you need to eat to 
feel satisfied and avoid 
overeating, she adds.

To mitigate muscle mass 
loss that occurs with aging, 
a healthy diet should in-
clude enough protein and 
exercise should include re-
sistance training and possi-
bly high-intensity interval 
training, Dr. Hurtado says.  

“And this is even more 

See AGING, Page 14
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Black America’s Cultural Giants Lost in 2025
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

The losses came steadi-
ly in 2025, not as a single 
rupture but as a quiet pro-
cession. Voices that once 
filled sanctuaries, arenas, 
studios, television screens, 
and living rooms went still. 
The year closed with Black 
America taking inventory 
not only of who died, but of 
what each life carried into 
the culture and what now 
remains behind.

From gospel and soul to 
film, television, activism, 
and sport, the deaths cut 
across generations. Some 
were expected after long 
lives. Others arrived with 
shocking speed. Togeth-
er, they formed a ledger 
of Black excellence that 
shaped the country even 
when the country did not 
always return the favor.

Among the first major 
losses was Sam Moore, 
one half of the legendary 
duo Sam and Dave, whose 

gospel-rooted soul helped 
define an era. Moore died 
January 10 at 89, closing 
a chapter on a voice that 
powered songs still stitched 
into American music his-
tory

Days later, Atlanta lost 
DJ Unk, whose club an-
thems “Walk It Out” and 
“2 Step” became cultural 
shorthand for an entire mo-
ment in Southern hip hop. 
He was 43.

February brought a deep-
er reckoning. Roberta Flack 
died at 88, her voice mea-
sured, deliberate, and inti-
mate in a way that reshaped 
R&B and pop. “The First 

Time Ever I Saw
Your Face” and “Killing 

Me Softly” did not demand 
attention. They commanded 
it by restraint. Gwen Mc-
Crae, whose disco-infused 
soul powered dance floors 
for decades, died days ear-
lier at 81. Roy Ayers, the vi-
braphonist behind “Every-
body Loves the Sunshine,” 
followed, leaving behind a 
catalog that bridged jazz, 
funk, and hip-hop sampling 
culture.

The deaths were not 
confined to music. George 
Foreman, heavyweight 
champion, minister, and 
businessman, died in 

March at 76. His life traced 
an arc from Olympic gold 
to redemption, faith, and 
entrepreneurship. Voletta 
Wallace, the mother and 
steward of The Notorious 
B.I.G.’s legacy, died at 72, 
having spent decades pro-
tecting her son’s memory 
while navigating the ma-
chinery of fame that fol-
lowed his death.

Spring brought another 
wave. Angie Stone died 
at 63 following a vehicle 
crash. Her voice carried the 
weight of lived experience, 
anchoring neo-soul with 
honesty rather than pol-
ish. D’Wayne Wiggins of 

Tony! Toni! Toné! died at 
64, leaving behind a sound 
that defined Oakland R&B 
and a generation of Black 
romance songs that never 
apologized for vulnerabil-
ity.

By summer, the losses 
extended further into televi-
sion and cultural memory. 
Ananda Lewis, the MTV 
VJ whose presence offered 
intelligence and warmth 
during the network’s most 
influential era, died at 52. 
Walter Scott, co-founder of 
The Whispers, died at 81, 
closing the book on one of 
the most consistent vocal 
groups in R&B history.

Later in the year came 
deaths that carried historical 
weight beyond entertain-
ment. Betty Reid Soskin, 
the nation’s oldest National 
Park Service ranger, died 
at 104. She spent her final 
decades correcting the his-
torical record, insisting that 
Black women’s labor and 
sacrifice during World War 
II be acknowledged by the 
country that benefited from 
it. Viola Ford Fletcher, the 
oldest known survivor of 
the 1921 Tulsa Race Mas-
sacre, died at 111, taking 
with her a living link to one 
of the nation’s most sup-
pressed atrocities.

Actors who once defined 
Black television also left. 
Danielle Spencer, remem-
bered as Dee on “What’s 
Happening,” died at 60 af-
ter a long battle with can-
cer. Malcolm-Jamal War-
ner, forever associated with 
Theo Huxtable yet far more 
expansive in his career, 
died at 54. He spent his later 

See GIANTS, Page 12



The Collin College Cy-
bersecurity program was 
recently announced as a 
2025 recipient of the Aca-
demia Circle of Excellence 
award by EC-Council.

As an internationally 
acclaimed cybersecu-
rity technical certification 
body, EC-Council annu-
ally honors outstanding 
achievements in cyberse-
curity training and educa-
tion across global academ-
ic communities.

“We are honored to once 
again be recognized by 
EC-Council,” said Damien 
Smith, director of Work-
force Cybersecurity at Col-
lin College. “The esteemed 
Academia Circle of Excel-
lence award is a testament 

to our dedication to cyber-
security education and sup-
porting the next generation 

of leaders in the field. We 
are committed to a high 
standard of excellence and 

are delighted to see that our 
passion and efforts are be-
ing recognized on an inter-
national stage.”

EC-Council’s Academia 
division recognizes insti-
tutions and educators who 
demonstrate excellence in 
cybersecurity instruction, 
leadership, and engage-
ment. Collin College is one 
of five institutions in EC-
Council’s North America 
academic division to re-
ceive this highly regarded 
award.

Cybersecurity Professor 

Glenn Kimball was named 
a recipient of the 2025 
Academia Instructor Circle 
of Excellence award. This 
prestigious honor recog-
nizes Kimball’s outstand-
ing contributions to cyber-
security education and the 
positive impact made on 
students and the academic 
community.

“I’m humbled and hon-
ored to be selected to re-
ceive the EC-Council 2025 
Academic Instructor Circle 
of Excellence Award,” 
Kimball said. “Inspiring 

students to elevate their 
knowledge and skills to 
address the complexities 
and challenges in cyberse-
curity is core to my teach-
ing mission. This award 
validates that our core ap-
proach, collaborative part-
nerships, and dedication 
to student outcomes and 
advancement is on target. 
I am grateful to have a 
partner like EC-Council to 
advance the cybersecurity 
cause.”
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able packaging market pro-
jected to surpass $450 bil-
lion over the same period. 
One World Products has 
positioned its materials as 
compatible with existing 
manufacturing lines, an ap-
proach designed to reduce 
adoption barriers for large 
customers.

The company’s materials 
are already being devel-
oped and tested with Tier 
1 suppliers and OEMs, in-
cluding Stellantis, Flex-N-
Gate, ORBIS Corporation, 
and West Michigan Com-
pounding, according to cor-
porate disclosures. These 
collaborations focus on 
talc-free fillers, pelletized 

rubber additives, and biofi-
ber composites intended for 
non-structural automotive 
components and logistics 
packaging.

Financially, OWPC 
shares have continued trad-
ing in the low-cent range, 
with more than 120 million 
shares outstanding. Com-
pany officials have said 
they are completing out-
standing filings and expect 
forthcoming disclosures 
to show improved opera-
tional performance and 
financial fundamentals in 
accordance with SEC and 
OTCQB requirements.

Looking ahead, man-
agement has said its focus 

for 2026 centers on dis-
ciplined growth through 
partnerships, expanded 
production, and commer-
cialization of materials for 
automotive and packaging 
customers. While profit-
ability on a consolidated 
basis remains a goal rather 
than a completed task, the 
company has framed De-
cember’s breakeven target 
and shipment volumes as 
proof that its turnaround 
has moved from concept to 
execution.

“We have built a more 
stable, efficient enterprise,” 
Thomas said, “and as we 
look ahead to 2026, we see 
real opportunity in automo-
tive, packaging, and sus-
tainable materials.”

THOMAS, from Page 2

Collin College Cybersecurity Program earns 2025 Awards from EC-Council



By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

Black pop culture in 2025 
did not chase attention. It set 
terms. Across music, tele-
vision, film, fashion, and 
sports, Black creators tight-
ened control over narrative, 
ownership, and meaning at 
a moment when the country 
itself felt unmoored.

Hip hop provided the 
year’s clearest line of sepa-
ration. “Not Like Us” by 
Kendrick Lamar did more 
than dominate playlists. It 
reset cultural boundaries. 
“They not like us” became 
shorthand for lineage, au-
thorship, and accountabil-
ity, repeated in crowds, 
locker rooms, and online 
spaces as a declaration rath-
er than a slogan. The record 
carried the weight of histo-
ry and the sharpness of con-
frontation, reinforcing hip 
hop’s original purpose as 
documentation and refusal.

Kendrick’s presence in 
2025 was not constant, but 
it was decisive. The work 
rejected false humility and 
cultural trespassing with 
lines that landed like ver-
dicts. “I can’t fake humble 
just ’cause your ass is inse-
cure” circulated as both lyr-
ic and posture, mirroring a 
broader mood across Black 
creative spaces. Hip hop did 
not soften itself for comfort. 
It drew lines.

Southern rap reinforced 
that authority without ex-
planation. Future contin-
ued to shape the emotional 
architecture of the genre, 
his influence evident in 
pacing, tone, and restraint 
across new releases. The 
music carried detachment, 
survival, and repetition as 
reality rather than affecta-
tion. Killer Mike anchored 
Atlanta’s legacy in organiz-
ing and consequence, his 
words from earlier years 

still circulating with urgen-
cy: “I don’t believe in hope. 
I believe in action.”

Megan Thee Stallion 
stood as one of 2025’s 
clearest examples of own-
ership without apology. In-
dependent and visible, she 
rejected respectability poli-
tics while controlling her 
work outright. “I’m really 
just being myself, and that’s 
what people connect to” 
echoed across interviews 
and social media as both 
explanation and refusal.

R&B moved with inten-
tion rather than excess. 
SZA remained central to the 
genre’s emotional vocabu-
lary, her work continuing to 
soundtrack contradiction, 
longing, and self-exami-
nation. Lyrics about un-
certainty and self-worth 
circulated heavily, reflect-
ing a collective fatigue that 
did not seek resolution on 
demand. Summer Walker 
leaned further into intimacy 
and boundary-setting, her 
work resisting polish in fa-
vor of truth. R&B in 2025 
did not present healing as a 
finish line. It acknowledged 
the work was ongoing.

Television reflected a 
similar confidence. Ab-

bott Elementary continued 
to thrive by trusting Black 
specificity rather than flat-
tening it. Its humor landed 
because it mirrored lived 
experience, not because 
it softened it. Lines about 
underfunded schools, burn-
out, and joy in the margins 
resonated widely without 
translation. Black audi-
ences were not treated as a 
niche. They were treated as 
the center.

Film followed that lead. 
Black directors increasing-
ly controlled projects from 
development through re-
lease, telling stories rooted 
in history, class, migration, 
and survival without re-
quiring trauma as an entry 
fee. Black cinema in 2025 
assumed its audience was 
informed, present, and de-
serving of complexity.

Fashion delivered one of 
the year’s most visible cul-
tural statements. The 2025 
Met Gala, themed “Super-
fine: Tailoring Black Style,” 
centered Black dandyism, 
craftsmanship, and lin-
eage. Co-chaired by Phar-
rell Williams, Lewis Ham-
ilton, Colman Domingo, 
and A$AP Rocky, the night 
functioned as correction 

rather than costume. Tailor-
ing, elegance, and experi-
mentation were framed as 
inheritance, not exception. 
“Style is about intention,” a 
phrase long associated with 
Black designers, moved 
from subtext to thesis.

Sports culture contin-
ued to blur the line be-
tween competition and 
cultural leadership. Angel 
Reese expanded her influ-
ence beyond the court, turn-
ing scrutiny into leverage 
and visibility into owner-
ship. Her posture reflected 
a generational shift among 
Black women athletes who 
refused to shrink. Simone 
Biles remained one of the 

most influential figures in 
global sports, her insistence 
on self-preservation con-
tinuing to resonate. “I don’t 
owe anyone anything” cir-
culated as both boundary 
and blueprint.

Across platforms, Black 
pop culture in 2025 resisted 
dilution. Virality lost its 
grip. Ownership replaced 
access. Community re-
placed clicks. The work did 
not ask to be understood. It 
stood where it was.

And through the year’s 
noise, pressure, and persis-
tence, one refrain continued 
to carry weight, memory, 
and resolve: “We gon’ be 
alright.”
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Across music, television, film, fashion, and sports, Black creators tightened control over narrative, owner-
ship, and meaning at a moment when the country itself felt unmoored. (AI Image via NNPA)

In 2025 Black Culture Claimed Ownership Not Permission



By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

Hip-hop did not disap-
pear. It was not defeated. 
It was not replaced. It was 
crowded out by noise, by 
numbers without memory, 
and by charts that forgot 
how to listen. In a time 
when culture is flattened 
into data points and re-
duced to whatever survives 
the algorithm, Chuck D 
has done what he has al-
ways done when the sys-
tem failed to recognize the 
truth. He built his own.

Rap Central Station is 
not nostalgia. It is an inter-
vention.

The vinyl-sized publica-
tion arrives with the weight 
of intention. Twelve by 
twelve inches. Heavy in the 
hands. Impossible to swipe 
away. It announces itself 
as the world’s first true 
Art Rap Chart magazine, 
and the phrase matters. Art 
before commerce. Rap be-
fore trend. Chart not as a 
ranking machine but as a 
record of presence. This is 
hip-hop insisting on being 
documented with care, not 
skimmed for clicks.

Artists speak for them-
selves here. They review 
their own singles and al-
bums, reclaiming author-
ship from an industry that 
has too often rewritten their 
stories for profit or conve-
nience. In Rap Central Sta-
tion, the voice is returned to 
the maker. The narrative is 
no longer filtered through 
executives, influencers, or 
marketing departments. It 
is direct. It is accountable. 
It is human.

This is Chuck D’s cura-
tion, drawn from the same 

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

Beyoncé Knowles-Carter 
has joined the small and 
closely watched group of 
Black American billion-
aires, a milestone that plac-
es her alongside a handful 
of individuals who built 
vast wealth in a country 
where Black ownership has 
long been restricted, de-
layed, or denied.

According to Forbes, Be-
yoncé is now worth at least 
$1 billion, making her one 
of only a few musicians 
to reach that level and one 
of the rare Black women 
in the United States to do 
so through entertainment, 
business control, and own-
ership. She joins her hus-
band, Jay-Z, who became 
hip hop’s first billionaire 
in 2019, as well as a short 
list that includes Rihanna, 
Oprah Winfrey, Michael 
Jordan, and a limited num-
ber of others whose for-
tunes stand out precisely 

because they remain so un-
common.

Black billionaires remain 
an exception in America. 
Forbes has reported that 
fewer than 20 Black indi-
viduals worldwide have 
reached billionaire status, 
despite Black Americans 
playing an essential role in 
building the nation’s econ-
omy. The gap between con-
tribution and compensation 
continues to be shaped by 
segregation, discriminatory 

lending, exclusion from 
ownership, and financial 
systems that consistently 
placed barriers in front of 
Black ambition.

Beyoncé’s rise into 
this space did not arrive 
through novelty or chance. 
It came through structure. 
Over time, she moved be-
yond performing within 
the industry to controlling 
it. Her company, Parkwood 
Entertainment, became the 
center of her creative and 

financial decisions, allow-
ing her to retain ownership 
of her music, manage her 
tours, and oversee produc-
tion. That control proved 
decisive.

In 2023, her “Renais-
sance” tour traveled to 
39 cities and included 56 
shows, drawing more than 
2.7 million people and 
generating more than $500 
million in revenue. The 
scale was historic, but the 
economics mattered just as 
much. Producing and man-
aging the tour largely in-
house allowed Beyoncé to 
capture profits that artists 
once surrendered to labels, 
promoters, and intermedi-
aries. The concerts were 
visible. The ownership was 
quieter.

That approach mirrors 
the path taken by other 
Black billionaires whose 

wealth came from insisting 
on possession rather than 
permission. Jay-Z expand-
ed from music into busi-
ness by retaining equity 
and investing early. Oprah 
Winfrey built a media em-
pire by controlling her plat-
form. Rihanna transformed 
global fame into ownership 
stakes that surpassed al-
bum sales. Michael Jordan 
turned athletic dominance 
into long-term equity. In 
each case, the turning point 
was not applause, but con-
trol.

Beyoncé’s wealth also ar-
rives during a period when 
conversations about Black 
economic power are grow-
ing sharper. Black house-
holds continue to hold a 
fraction of the wealth of 
white households, and 
Black entrepreneurs remain 
more likely to be denied 

loans or charged higher in-
terest rates. Against that re-
ality, the visibility of Black 
billionaires carries weight, 
even as it highlights how 
rare such outcomes remain.

There is no suggestion 
that one fortune corrects 
generations of imbalance. 
But there is meaning in 
documentation. Beyoncé’s 
entry into the billionaire 
class records what happens 
when talent is paired with 
ownership in a system that 
rarely allows both. It shows 
what becomes possible 
when the work, the image, 
and the profits remain un-
der the same roof.

Beyoncé has spoken 
sparingly about wealth, 
choosing instead to talk 
about control and protec-
tion. “No amount of money 
is worth my peace,” she 
said.
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See CHUCK D, Page 13

Beyoncé Enters Billionaire Ranks Few Black Americans Have Reached

Beyoncé performing on The O2 in London. Photo by idrewuk (origi-
nally posted to Flickr as Hello hubbie!) [CC BY 2.0 (https://creative-

commons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons)

Chuck D Builds His Own Chart 
and Hip-Hop Answers Back
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Film Review: ‘Marty Supreme’ is a fun whirlwind of a movie
By Dwight Brown
NNPA Film Critic

(***1/2) He’s reckless 
and ambitious. A loser who 
never gives up. Born poor 
but has rich man dreams. 
Dreams he’s desperate to 
fulfill.

For Marty Mauser (Tim-
othée Chalamet), life on 
New York’s Lower East 
Side in the 1950s is a trap. 
He’s been looking for a 
way out of his low-income 
Jewish American com-
munity since day one. But 
how? How do you escape 
the tediousness of work-
ing in your uncle’s (Larry 
‘Ratso’ Sloman) shoe store, 
shoving size nine feet into 
size six shoes? It’s gonna 
have to be a group effort. 
Friends, family, lovers and 
whoever will be conned. 
“Every man for himself 
from where I come from. 
That’s just how I grew up.”

Writer/director Josh 
Safdie (Uncut Gems) re-
teams with co-screenwriter 
Ronald Bronstein (Uncut 
Gems) to tell a story about 
table a tennis champ wan-
nabe designed around a 
real pro, Marty Reisman, 
once dubbed “The Needle.” 
Their fictionalized Marty 
Mauser character, played 
by Chalamet, is driven by 
unbridled zeal. A sneaky 
perseverance that fuels his 
venture into the world of the 
rich and famous via a sport 
no one knows or respects. 
Who could make this stuff 
up? Safdie and Bronstein! 
They let their imaginations 
run wild, up and down dark 
alleys, through scary coun-
try homes and to world 
championships. Nothing 
gets in their way and that’s 
the gumption they instill in 

their Marty. A flake who is 
as deft at getting himself 
into wacky, unlawful situa-
tions as he as at getting out.  

Marty slowly climbs the 
amateur table tennis ladder, 
hustling along the way. A 
slew of predicaments block 
his path: Jobs taken and 
lost. A pregnant ex-girl-
friend (Odessa A’zion) mar-
ried to another man (Emory 
Cohen). A hoodlum king 
(Abel Ferrera) who Marty 
tries to con with his friend 
Wally (Tyler Okonma, aka 
Tyler, The Creator).  A 
sneering, dream-crushing 
tycoon, Milton (Kevin 
O’Leary). And that man’s 
glamorous but aging movie 
star wife, Kay (Gwyneth 
Paltrow), who alternately 
shades and flirts with the 
young hustler.  

He is not deterred: “I 
live with the confidence 
that if I believe in myself 
the money will follow.” 
Marty Mauser evolves into 
“Marty Supreme,” an em-
powered vision of himself. 
A player who eyes a table 
tennis British Open cham-
pionship. A chance to play 
the steely world champ 
Koto Endo (Koto Kawa-
guchi) and show the world 
what he’s made off.

Sports movies with un-
likely protagonists try-
ing to win are normal. Yet 

there’s nothing normal 
about the approach Safdie 
takes. Not the lead char-
acter, his surroundings, 
pure guile or inability to 
feel guilt. In another film-
maker’s hands, the lead 
would be a prick you didn’t 
like. You’d walk out of the 
theater or turn off the TV, 
completely unmoved. This 
writer/director, an innova-
tive artist, finds ingenious 
ways to make the unpre-
dictable Marty likable. He 
makes his life melodra-
matic, desires contagious 
and need to feel heard and 
respected a relatable objec-
tive. The twists and turns 
in this narrative, don’t al-
ways make sense. But so, 
what. The absurdity of it all 
is the film’s magic potion. 
Just as you think you might 
have had enough, Safdie’s 
instinctive, animated and 
caution-to-the wind di-
rection blows you away. 
Again, and again.  

Scenes of Marty running 
down streets of his Lower 
East Side neighborhood, 
chased by whoever he just 
conned, are kinetic. Se-
ductions are romantic. Im-
promptu love scenes erotic. 
Fights wonderfully cho-
reographed. Fortunately 
for Safdie’s agile, directo-
rial style, cinematographer 
Darius Khondji and his 

prying lens can keep up 
with his whims. Production 
designer Jack Fisk designs, 
builds and paints tenement 
hallways like he lived there. 
Costume designer Miyako 
Bellizzi (Uncut Gems) 
clothes and veils Paltrow 
with grace and beauty and 
makes some cast mem-
ber’s clothes look like they 
haven’t been washed since 
WWII.  

Safdie and Bronstein have 
edited the footage down 
to two-hours and 30-min-
utes of a romp that has a 
beat so strong you could 
dance to it. Which brings 
up the musical soundtrack. 
Composer Daniel Lopa-
tin (Uncut Gems) creates 
a great score. However, a 
jumpy, energetic ‘80s play-
list that includes infectious 
tunes like Tears for Fears’ 

spirited chart-topping “Ev-
erybody Wants to Rule the 
World” feels out of place. 
Yes the catchy music am-
plifies Marty’s uncrush-
able spirit. But it has noth-
ing to do with the period. 
Actual hit songs from the 
‘50s, like Tiny Bradshaw’s 
“The Train Kepta-Rollin” 
or Leroy Anderson’s “Blue 
Tango” would’ve helped to 
evoke the era.   

Every role Chalamet has 
had in his career was just a 
building block to this mo-
ment. Marty is his crown-
ing achievement. The 
rebellious, electric, urban-
smart character he was 
destined to play. The way 
Chalamet handles interac-
tions with mob bosses, old-
er women, best friends, etc. 
is intuitive and perfect. It’s 
as easy to believe his an-

ger, fear and frustration as 
it is to understand his quest 
for success and happiness. 
Paltrow dampens his spirit. 
A’zion snares him. O’Leary 
humiliates the novice. The 
arch rival Kawaguchi chal-
lenges his mettle. While 
Okonma, his wingman and 
guardian angel, protects 
him.  

An innovative director, 
deft screenwriters and a 
solid production team join 
forces. Chalamet and his 
supporting actors run in 
ways that make you want to 
follow them. Continuously 
barreling toward disaster. 
You’ll get caught up in this 
hectic whirlwind and not 
want to let go. If only roller 
coasters were this exciting.

Visit Film Critic Dwight 
Brown at DwightBrownInk.
com.
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Bishop Arts Theatre Center
Welcomes Ijeoma Oluo During 

2026 Banned Books Festival
 Bishop Arts Theatre 

Center (BATC) in collabo-
ration with The Writer’s 
Garret, proudly announces 
its 2026 Banned Books 
Festival, an electrifying 
theatrical event inspired by 
So You Want to Talk About 
Race, the #1 New York 
Times bestselling book by 
acclaimed author and activ-
ist Ijeoma Oluo. Directed 
by Charles Jackson Jr., the 
festival will run from Feb-
ruary 19th through March 
8th, 2026.

In a special highlight of 
the festival, Ijeoma Oluo 
will attend the Saturday, 
February 28th perfor-
mance, participating in a 
post-show talkback and 
book signing. This rare op-
portunity offers audiences 
a direct chance to engage 
with the author whose work 
has reshaped national con-
versations around race, eq-
uity, and justice.

Recognized nationwide 
for its fearless and acces-
sible examination of race 
in America, So You Want 
to Talk About Race serves 
as the foundation for this 
year’s festival. Following a 
public call for submissions, 
BATC and The Writer’s 
Garret selected and com-
missioned six local play-
wrights to create original 
short works in direct re-
sponse to the themes and 
questions raised in Oluo’s 
groundbreaking book. 
BATC’s Banned Books 
Festival brings Oluo’s ur-
gent ideas to the stage 
through six bold new plays: 
Playing Pretend by Erin 
Malone Turner; One Last 

Night by De’Aveyon; One 
Person Can Make a Differ-
ence by Linda Boroughs; 
Casting Call by Claire 
Fountain; Lake Caspari 
by Tayla Underwood; and 
Showing Up Isn’t Easy by 
Brandon Jackson. Together, 
these pieces examine race, 
identity, and social justice 
from multiple perspec-
tives— sometimes with hu-
mor, sometimes with raw 
vulnerability, but always 
with striking honesty.

More than an evening of 
theatre, the Banned Books 
Festival is designed to 
spark dialogue, challenge 
assumptions, and inspire 
meaningful reflection. By 
uplifting voices, too often 
marginalized or silenced, 
BATC continues its mis-
sion to use theatre as a 
catalyst for awareness, em-
pathy, and change.

“Books are banned be-
cause their ideas challenge 
systems of power,” said 
Teresa Coleman Wash, 
Executive Artistic Direc-
tor and Founder of Bishop 
Arts Theatre Center. “This 

festival is about honoring 
those ideas, amplifying 
bold voices, and creating 
space for conversations that 
are urgent, necessary, and 
transformative.”

“I’ve followed Ijeoma 
Oluo’s work for years and 
deeply value her incisive 
commentary,” said Aaron 
Glover, Executive Director 
of The Writer’s Garret. “Al-
lowing audiences to hear 
directly from her—and to 
engage in dialogue—has 
enormous potential to spark 
meaningful change in our 
community.”

Performance Schedule:
‘So You Want to Talk 

About Race Banned Books 
Festival’ is directed by 
Charles Jackson Jr. and will 
run from Feb. 19 to March 
8 at the Bishop Arts The-
atre Center (215 South Ty-
ler Street in Dallas).Tickets 
are available at bishoparts-
theatre.org or by calling the 
box office at 214-948-0716.

The 2026 Banned Books 
Festival is generously sup-
ported by The Addy Foun-
dation.
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December 1, 2025 
Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing business in the North 
Texas market since 1963. With clients such as TxDOT, Dallas County Public Works, and the 
Cities of Dallas, Fort Worth, Richardson, and Mansfield (plus many others), we have a strong 
backlog of work in the highway market locally. 
We are currently hiring for the following positions: 
•  Mechanic (Shop) 
•  Laborer (Earthwork) 
•  Form Setter (Structures) 
•  Dozer Operator (Earthwork) 
•  Roller Operator (Earthwork) 
•  Mixer Operator (Earthwork)   
•  Finisher (Structures, Paving) 
•  Loader Operator (Earthwork) 
•  Excavator Operator (Earthwork) 
•  Slipform Machine Operator (Paving) 
•  Motor Grader Operator (Earthwork) 
•  CDL Drivers (Haul Truck, End Dump) 
•  Off Road Hauler Operator (Earthwork)  
•  Barricade Servicer (Must have valid DL) 
Available: multiple openings 
Rate: Negotiable 
Must have own transportation. 
Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (depending on position) 
Physical and Drug Screen Required 
Must have a Clear Background 
Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs.) 

New Data Shows Utility Costs Rising Across Nearly Every State
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

Americans across nearly 
every region of the country 
are paying more to keep the 
lights on and the heat run-
ning, according to a new 
nationwide analysis that 
shows electric and natural 
gas rate increases spread-
ing deeper into households 
from coast to coast.

“There are several rea-
sons why utilities are raising 
rates so rapidly, including 
the need to modernize the 
aging electric grid, which 
has been burdened by ex-
treme weather events made 
more frequent and costly 
due to climate change and 
growing energy demand 
due to artificial intelligence 
data centers,” Center for 
American Progress (CAP) 
researchers declared. “At 

the same time, higher natu-
ral gas costs and a policy 
assault on new clean energy 
generation from the Trump 
administration are driving 
energy costs even higher.”

An updated utility rate 
tracker released by the CAP 
in collaboration with the 
Natural Resources Defense 
Council shows that roughly 
two out of every three elec-
tric customers and more 
than six in ten natural gas 
customers are now facing 
higher bills. The increases 
affect more than 108 mil-
lion electricity customers 
and nearly 49 million natu-
ral gas customers across 
49 states and Washington, 
D.C., with total added costs 
approaching $85.8 billion 
by 2028.

Federal data shows that 
the financial pressure is 
already being felt. Average 
household electricity bills 

in 2025 are running 9.6 per-
cent higher than in 2024, 
rising faster than wages 
and overall inflation. The 
analysis identifies at least 
222 electric and natural gas 
utilities that have already 
implemented rate hikes, 
received approval for in-
creases, or are seeking new 
increases through 2027.

The impact varies sharp-
ly by state. In Missouri, 
some households are seeing 
monthly electricity increas-
es exceeding $45, while 
parts of Massachusetts and 
Arkansas face projected in-
creases of more than $30 a 
month. In Texas, customers 
served by multiple utili-
ties are absorbing monthly 
increases ranging from 
single digits to more than 
$20, depending on provider 
and region. Florida electric 
customers in some service 
areas are seeing increases 

above $30 per month, while 
households in Michigan, 
Virginia, and Ohio are fac-
ing steady upward adjust-
ments tied to both electric 
and natural gas service.

The report points to sev-
eral drivers behind the ris-
ing costs. Utilities across 
the country are investing 
billions to upgrade ag-
ing infrastructure, much 
of it stressed by extreme 
weather and rising demand. 
At the same time, growing 
electricity consumption 
from artificial intelligence 
data centers is placing ad-
ditional strain on regional 
grids. The analysis also 
links higher costs to fed-
eral policy decisions that 

have slowed the expansion 
of new clean energy gen-
eration, limiting supply op-
tions and increasing long-
term system expenses.

Natural gas customers 
are experiencing parallel 
pressures. Higher fuel costs 
and infrastructure spending 
are pushing bills upward in 
states such as Pennsylvania, 
New York, Kentucky, and 
Maryland, where monthly 
gas increases now exceed 
$10 in some service territo-
ries. The report warns that 
winter heating demands 
combined with higher rates 
increase the risk of missed 
payments and service shut-
offs, particularly for low-
income households.

The tracker is based on 
filings with state public 
utility commissions, util-
ity company disclosures, 
and federal energy data. 
Researchers note that the 
list is not exhaustive and 
will continue to grow as 
additional rate cases move 
through regulatory approv-
al.

The latest analysis shows 
that rate increases already 
approved or proposed will 
raise electricity customer 
bills by $67.7 billion and 
natural gas customer bills 
by $18.1 billion nationwide 
by the end of the decade, 
affecting households in 
nearly every state.
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Let us hear from YOU!!!
If there are any news, events or anything else we need to know

about, give us an e-mail at: editor@northdallasgazette.com

Looking for a mature person w/ above 
average admin skills (Irving)

Looking for a mature (possibly) semi-retired or older person looking for 
on-site part time work (only) a contract position part time office coordinator. 
Candidates should possess the following skills.
- Must be Organized
- Ability to communicate (written) composition
- Minimum Quickbooks Experience
- Available Part-Time 4 days per week (Monday thru Thursday - 25 hours 
weekly)
- Pleasant phone voice interaction with customers and contract workers
- Ability to multitask and manage projects
- Must Spreadsheet Experience
- Must be professional in your approach toward assigned duties.
- Candidates must be able to function without supervision and meet dead-
lines.
- Will report to the owner
- Communicate with vendors and customers.
Prefer a experience “Mature” semi-retired person
Only those sending resumes will be considered.

Pay: $17.00 to $19.00
Email: inquiries1909@gmail.com
Phone: 972.509.9149 (Ms. Hill)

Serious inquiries only

GIANTS, from Page 5
years directing, recording 
spoken word, and openly 
addressing mental health in 
Black communities.

Music losses continued 
into the fall. Don Bryant, 
the Memphis soul songwrit-
er behind “I Can’t Stand the 
Rain,” died at 83, leaving 
behind a body of work that 
centered Black love with-
out spectacle. Jimmy Cliff, 

the reggae pioneer whose 
voice carried protest and 
hope across borders, died at 
81, closing a career that in-
troduced global audiences 
to Jamaican music and po-
litical conscience.

The year ended with the 
death of Richard Small-
wood at 77, one of gospel 
music’s most influential 
composers. His songs, in-

cluding “Total Praise,” 
were not merely performed 
but lived, sung in churches 
during moments of grief, 
gratitude, and survival.

Other deaths documented 
in 2025 included Sly Stone, 
Michael Sumler, Kevin 
Arkadie, Carl Carlton, Phil 
Upchurch, Elden Campbell, 
Jamil Abdullah Al-Amin 
(H. Rap Brown), Rodney 
Rogers, Garry “Jellybean” 
Johnson, Kenny Easley, 

Micheal Ray Richardson, 
Lenny Wilkens, Marshawn 
Kneeland, Young Bleed, 
Posta Boy, Mtulazaji Da-
vis, known as P.E.A.C.E., 
D’Angelo, Ike Turner Jr., 
Kimberly Hébert Gregory, 
Arthur Jones, Joshua Allen, 
Lawrence Moten, Assata 

Shakur, and Vivian Ayers 
Allen.

What unites these lives 
is not celebrity but conse-
quence. Each shaped how 
Black people saw them-
selves and how the nation 
heard Black voices. Some 
fought for recognition. Oth-

ers created space where 
none existed. All left evi-
dence.

As Betty Reid Soskin 
once said as she contem-
plated history, “What gets 
remembered depends on 
who is in the room doing 
the remembering.”

Awards issued by EC-
Council are highly regard-
ed and widely recognized 
across cybersecurity com-
munities as EC-Council 
has an extensive network 
of academic partners from 

K-12, technical institutes, 
and colleges and univer-
sities around the world. 
Collin College has been a 
frequent award recipient 
of EC-Council, previously 
honored with distinctions 

such as Innovator of the 
Year and the Instructor of 
the Year.

For more information 
about Collin College’s Cy-
bersecurity program, visit 
www.collin.edu/depart-
ment/cybersecurity.

Collin College serves 

approximately 60,000 
credit and continuing edu-
cation students annually 
and offers more than 200 
degrees and certificates, 
including a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing (BSN), 
a Bachelor of Applied 
Technology (BAT) in Cy-

bersecurity, a Bachelor of 
Applied Science (BAS) in 
Construction Management, 
a Bachelor of Applied Sci-
ence (BAS) in Clinical 
Operations Management, 
and a new Bachelor of Ap-
plied Technology (BAT) 
in Software Development. 

The only public college 
based in Collin County, 
Collin College is a partner 
to business, government, 
and industry, providing 
customized training and 
workforce development. 
For more information, visit 
www.collin.edu.

COLLIN, from Page 6
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intellectual bloodstream 
that powered his radio 
work on Rapstation and 
his long-running shows 
“And You Don’t Stop” and 
“Bring The Noise.” It is 
the same instinct that once 
turned rap into a weapon of 
clarity rather than distrac-
tion. The same refusal to let 
the culture be spoken about 
without being spoken with.

During Hip Hop 50, 
early issues moved through 
record shops across the 
country with urgency. Peo-
ple recognized what they 
were holding. Not content, 
but evidence. Not brand-
ing, but lineage. From that 
response, the magazine 
was built deliberately and 
without apology. Quarterly. 
International. Published 
in London and distributed 
worldwide, then arriving 
weeks later in Barnes and 
Noble, traveling the long 
way around like a message 
that insists on being earned.

In a text message, Chuck 

D explained the mission 
in his own words. “A lot 
of artists are mad at Bill-
board for not having rap 
and hip-hop. I have always 
been, ‘So what,’ and cre-
ated my own services for 
our culture,” Chuck stated. 
“Rap Central Station is 
four times a year I publish 
in London to around the 
world with Charts, Art, 
and Music, plus Advertis-
ing. The magazine is found 
in Barnes & Noble three 
weeks after the internation-
al streets. It hits Billboard, 
Rolling Stone, SPIN, The 
New Yorker, and Vanity 
Fair on the art form more 
than Vibe or The Source. 
My aim demographic is 35-
75. I ain’t playing.”

That line is not postur-
ing. It is continuity.

As the founder of Public 
Enemy, Chuck D redefined 
rap as public argument. He 
insisted that words mat-
tered, that sound could 
confront power, that Black 

thought could be loud with-
out being careless.

Rap Central Station does 
not ask for permission. It 
does not wait for valida-
tion. It stands as proof that 
hip-hop never needed to be 

rescued, only respected.
“I spent half my adult 

life outside the USA first 
building tech,” Chuck em-
phasized. “You can look it 
up, [I’m] back adding print 
to help legacy.”

CHUCK D, from Page 8

PLANO — The Collin 
County Black Chamber 
of Commerce will host a 
members-only business 
education session in Janu-
ary focused on helping en-
trepreneurs improve their 
access to capital and long-
term growth.

Titled “The Bankable 
Business: Credit, Capital 
& Strategic Growth,” the 
event is designed to give 
business owners practi-
cal insight into how lend-
ers evaluate companies for 
funding and what steps are 
necessary to become bank-
able. Organizers say the 
session will move beyond 
theory to offer an inside 
look at creditworthiness, fi-

nancial readiness and stra-
tegic positioning.

The featured speaker 
will be Demetris Ad-
ekanmbi, a business bank-
ing specialist who will 
discuss what banks look 
for when reviewing loan 
applications and how busi-
nesses can better prepare 

themselves for financing 
opportunities.

The event is scheduled 
for Thursday, Jan. 15, 2026, 
at the Collin County Black 
Chamber of Commerce 
offices, 1309 W. 15th St., 
Suite 120, in Plano. Lunch 
will be provided.

The session is spon-

sored by Credit Union of 
Texas and is limited to 45 
participants. Attendance 
is restricted to chamber 
members, and organizers 
describe the program as an 
intimate, strategy-focused 
conversation for business 
owners who are serious 
about sustainable growth 
and access to capital.

Registration is required. 
Members interested in at-
tending must reserve a seat 
by emailing kj@ccblack-
chamber.org with their first 
and last name, email ad-
dress and business name.

Chamber officials noted 
that space is limited and en-
couraged interested mem-
bers to register early.

Collin County Black Chamber Hosts Demetris
Adekanmbi For Members-Only Education Session



By Dr. James L. Snyder

If I have counted correct-
ly, this is my 74th Christ-
mas. Believe me, I do not 
remember all of them. The 
only thing is how much 
money I spent on all of 
those Christmases.

I know Christmas is filled 
with rituals. As a young 
person, I grew up on ritu-
als. Our best ritual was on 
Christmas.

For instance, the day be-
fore Christmas, my father 
would get a real Christmas 
tree. On Christmas Eve, we 
would all gather to decorate 
it. Then, on New Year’s 
Day, we would take down 
the decorations, and my 
father would move the tree 
outside to the backyard. 
Our backyard was filled 
with Christmas trees.

The day before Christ-
mas, my mother and I 

would go Christmas shop-
ping from early morning 
until late afternoon. She 
knew every shop and ex-
actly what to buy in each. 
She worked on that list for 
months and was excited to 
receive all the gifts on it.

I remember one Christ-
mas, after a full day of 
shopping, our car was 
packed with presents. I 
don’t know how much my 
mother spent, but it must’ve 
been a lot.

On our way home, my 
mother remembered some-
thing she had forgotten.

She turned around and 
went back to a store for 
Christmas cards she had 
forgotten. We both went 
in, and my mother bought 
about 20 cards. As we left, 
she sighed and said, “Son, 
it’s been a busy day—I’m 
glad it’s over. I can’t wait to 
get home.” I agreed.

We would take these 
Christmas presents home, 
and when my siblings and 
I went to bed, my dad and 
mom would wrap all the 
gifts and put them under the 
tree.

As we approached the 
car, I noticed one of the 
back doors was not fully 
closed.

“Mom,” I said, “did we 
leave the back car door 
open?”

Mother looked and said, 
“We sure did not leave any 
door open.”

When we went into the 
store for the Christmas 
cards, the car was filled 
with all kinds of Christmas 
presents we spent all day 
collecting.

When we got to the car 
and opened the door, the 
inside was empty. All our 
Christmas shopping for the 
day had disappeared. My 

mother looked inside the 
car and could not believe 
what she saw. Or, maybe I 
should say she couldn’t be-
lieve what she wasn’t see-
ing.

Suddenly, my mother 
sighed, and tears ran down 
her cheeks. She looked at 
me and said, “Oh, what are 
we going to do?” It was too 
late to shop again, the stores 
closed early, and shopping 
time was over.

My mother stood just 
staring into that car for what 
felt like forever. I could feel 
her grief hanging heavily 
between us. I didn’t know 
what to do. I felt helpless, 
wishing I could comfort 
her, but no words seemed 
right. Someone broke into 
our car and stole all our 
Christmas presents, leaving 
us with nothing but shock 
and a deep, hollow ache.

On our way home, my 

mother was relatively qui-
et. Usually, she’s quite the 
chatterer, but today she 
hardly spoke at all.

We got home, walked 
into the living room, and 
saw the Christmas tree 
waiting to be decorated. 
Dad greeted us and said, 
“Where’s all the Christmas 
presents?”

Without saying anything, 
my mother walked in and 
sat down, and was quiet 
for a few moments. Then 
she looked at my father and 
said, “Someone stole all our 
Christmas presents while 
we were in the last store.”

My father just stared at 
her, shook his head, and 
said quietly, “What are we 
to do now?”

After a relatively quiet 
dinner that night, we went 
into the living room and be-
gan decorating the Christ-

mas tree. No one talked as 
usual; we just put together 
all the decorations.

That Christmas really 
stands out in my mind be-
cause it was the only one 
with no presents under the 
tree. On Christmas morn-
ing, we woke up and sat 
around the tree as usual, but 
there were no Christmas 
presents under the tree.

That was the strangest 
Christmas our family ever 
had.

I thought it was strange 
that no one in our family 
ever mentioned that Christ-
mas over the years. I guess 
I’m the only one who actu-
ally mentioned it. We all 
think of it, I’m sure. But it 
was one of the worst Christ-
mas days we ever had as a 
family.
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Another Christmas Down the Chimney

important if we are engag-
ing in a weight-loss inter-
vention because we know 
that weight-loss interven-
tions are also associated 
with muscle mass loss, 
which can have a signifi-
cant impact on the weight-
loss outcomes,” she says. 
“One of the reasons why 
we hit a plateau when we 
are losing weight is be-
cause we are losing muscle 
mass and our metabolism 
slows down.”

While a healthy lifestyle 
is essential, it may only get 

someone so far in pursuit 
of a healthy weight, Dr. 
Hurtado says. The body is 
genetically programmed to 
survive, so losing weight 
is perceived as  negative 
and our bodies will try to 
fight it. Some people can 
sustain low-calorie diets 
for a period of time and 
lose weight, but eventually 
they may start feeling hun-
gry, eating more and gain-
ing weight.

“As soon as some peo-
ple even think about los-
ing weight or restricting 

their calories, their brain 
overrides those thoughts: 
‘No, you’re actually hun-
gry, so you’re going to eat 
as much as you need to 
make sure that you do not 
lose weight,’” Dr. Hurtado 
says. “There is a propor-
tion of people in whom 
diet and exercise alone 
will work, but for the ma-
jority, they will not due to 
the complex regulation of 
energy balance.”

In addition to nutritional 
and behavioral support, 
they also may benefit from 
physical therapy or occu-
pational therapy to help 

them find ways to become 
physically active, she adds.

“Starting the conversa-
tion about weight manage-
ment with that message 
may help people have a 
different perspective: ‘OK, 
so they are talking about 
something that is not my 
fault, but actually has a 
biological basis,’” Dr. 
Hurtado says. “Realizing 
that weight problems are a 
disease and not a character 
flaw can help them think 
about it differently and 
could be very impactful 
on the outcomes of weight 
loss interventions.”

AGING, from Page 4



Have you ever stopped to 
wonder what this life is all 
about? Why you’re here and 
where you’re going when 
your lease on time runs out?

Maybe you’ve been far 
too busy trying hard to reach 
your goal; would you let me 
ask you kindly; “Have you 
thought about your soul?”

You may reach the high-
est portals, and your dreams 
may all come true; wealth 
and fame may be your por-
tion, and success may shine 
on you. All your friends 
may sing your praises, not a 
care on you may roll; what 

about the great tomorrow, 
“Have you thought about 
your soul?”

Don’t forget your days 
are numbered, though you 
may be riding high, but 
like all of us poor mortals, 
someday you’ll just up and 
die.

Your success, your fame 
and your glory won’t be 
worth the bell they toll; let 
me ask just one question, 
“Have you thought about 
your soul?”

If you’ve never thought 
it over, spend a little time 
today, there is nothing more 
important that will ever 
come your way, than the 
joy of sins forgiven, and to 
know you’ve been made 
whole, in the name of Christ 
the Savior, “Have you 
thought about your soul?”

Things to Ponder:  The 

best vitamin for a Christian 
is B-1 (Be One.) 

We are operating under 
the same management for 
over 1900 years. Plenty of 
“Soul” food served here; 
come in and try some for 
your life.  Give a liberal 
offering if you love Jesus – 
Anyone can honk and most 

will.
Don’t wait for the hearse 

to bring you to church and 
thank God that you can walk 
in on your own power. Life 
has many choices. Eternity 

has only two – what’s your 
choice?

The most destructive 
habit is worry, because wor-
ry is interest paid on trouble 
before it is due. Don’t be 
guilty of paying high inter-
est rates when you don’t 
have to.

Prevent truth decay; 
brush up on your Bible, the 
Word of God. It’s hard to 
stumble when you are down 
on your knees. Never give 
the devil a ride; he will al-
ways want to drive.

Can’t sleep? Peace of 
Mind is the most effective 
sleeping pill. Or try count-
ing your blessings and 
thank God for what he has 
done for you. 

Forbidden fruit creates 
many jams; however, if you 
don’t want to reap the fruit 
of sin, stay out of the devil’s 
vineyard.

Don’t let the littleness of 
others bring out the little-
ness in you. The deadliest 
weapon is the tongue. It is 
true, God answers knee-
mail, try Him. 

The greatest advice is, 
“Try Jesus; if you don’t like 
Him, the devil will always 
take you back.”

(Editor’s Note: This col-
umn originally ran in De-
cember 2013. Sister Tarpley 
passed away in May 2024. 
We keeep her words alive 
in our print edition every 
week.)
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer

Four stars and three weeks.
That’s the rating you’ve seen 

for the hottest restaurant in town, 
and how long before you can snag 
reservations for a table there. The 
service is said to be stellar, their 
signature dish exquisite, the pre-
sentation awe-inspiring, and the 
desserts sublime. It’ll be worth 
it, so while you’re waiting (and 
drooling), read “Voices from the 
Kitchen, edited by Marc Meyer, 
then you can compliment the chef 
– and others.

How many times a month do 
you visit your favorite restaurant? 
Marc Meyer says that without 
the work of immigrant labor, the 
answer would be zero because 
that restaurant probably “would 
not exist.” From construction, to 
growing and harvesting the food, 
from oven to table, people “from 
other nations” have been instru-
mental in America’s restaurants.

In this book, Meyer presents 
stories of people who work in the 
restaurants he and his business 
partners own. The workers live in 
New York City but they represent 
immigrant food workers every-
where in America.

Vico came from Mexico be-
cause, as the eldest, he was re-
sponsible for his family after his 
father died. He’d wanted to go to 
college but there was no money 

for it then.
Fany did go to college and had 

hoped to find a good job, but vio-
lence in her native Honduras sent 
her to the U.S., where she met her 
wife and found happiness.

Armando says he and his sib-
lings were “looking for opportuni-
ties.” He found a job in a kitchen, 
where “Malaysians taught me” to 
speak English and to cook.

Alonso left El Salvador to 
avoid joining a gang. Lucia came 
to America illegally (“I’m not go-
ing to lie.”) as a child. Mamadou 
came from Burkina Faso with a 
student visa and stayed, though 
kitchen duties are “women’s 
work” in his homeland. Carlha’s 
father taught her to cook. Mo-
hammad owned many cows in 
Gambia before immigrating. And 

Anna Marie got a job in a kitchen 
thanks to her Irish accent.

Pick up “Voices from the Kitch-
en,” and you’ll know immediately 
that this is not a book about food. 
If you’re expecting recipes, nope. 
No sizzling drama, either. What 
you’ll find here, instead, is food 
for thought.

This collection, though some-
times identically-told, is also 
unique and individual in the many 
tales of immigration that editor 
Marc Meyer presents. Over and 
over, you’ll read about dreams 
and hopes, escape from violence, 
and wishes for betterment. You 
may notice that everyone here 
talked about doing anything to 
get started in America, cleaning 
houses, babysitting, collecting 
garbage, doing whatever it took 
to survive. Theirs is a collection 
of tales of taking pride in a job 
well-done but not being too proud 
to temporarily work one’s self 
up from the very bottom. It’s in-
spiring, jaw-dropping, and really 
quite reflective.

If you’ve ever craved interna-
tional dishes, ordered Chinese 
or Mexican or Thai or other-
wise patronized a restaurant that 
serves them, this is a must-read. 
Likewise, if you’ve been think-
ing about immigration issues and 
you want to bite into them further, 
“Voices from the Kitchen” is a 
good entree.

NDG Bookshelf: ‘Voices from
the Kitchen’ is a Delicious Read

We celebrated Christmas as 
usual, and Mother had a wonder-
ful Christmas dinner for us. We 
sat around the table trying to sing 
Christmas carols. It was hard, but 
we decided to move forward and 
celebrate our family rather than 
dwell on our missing Christmas 
gifts.

No matter how difficult the 
Christmases have been since that 
time, none of them has equaled 

the sadness of that Christmas.
Reflecting on that Christmas 

recently, an encouraging verse of 
scripture came to my mind.

“Why art thou cast down, O my 
soul? and why art thou disquieted 
within me? hope thou in God: for 
I shall yet praise him, who is the 
health of my countenance, and 
my God” (Psalms 42:11).

Not everything turns out the 
way we plan. I haven’t had a 

Christmas like this, but there 
have been times when I thought 
everything was going the wrong 
way. It’s times like this that I 
need to focus not on what’s going 
wrong but on God. My faith in 
God gets me through every prob-
lem no matter how difficult.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in 
Ocala, FL with the Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail james-
snyder51@gmail.com, website 
www.jamessnyderministries.com.

CHIMNEY, from Page 14


