
III

Ben Crump

Cowboys
Disappoint
in Detroit

- See Page 8

The Collapse 
of White

Supremacy
- See Page 3

New Hope
in Ovarian

Cancer Care
- See Page 4

New Task 
Force Set for 

Fair Park
- See Page 7

Collin College 
is Building
Excellence

- See Page 6

Volume XXXVI, Number LI                               December 11-17, 2025

Visit us online at www.northdallasgazette.com

Inside... People In The News ... 
People in the News .............. 2
Op/Ed .................................. 3
Health .................................. 4
Community .......................... 5
Education ............................. 6
Feature ............................. 7-8
Entertainment ..................... 9
Career Opportunity ...... 12-13
Religion ........................ 14-15
NDG Bookshelf ................... 16

NDG Quote of the Week:
“I was raised to believe that excellence is the best deterrent to racism or 
sexism.”                                                                              - Oprah Winfrey

By Lori Lee
NDG Contributing Writer

Two million legal immigrants are 
expected to be reclassified as unau-
thorized soon, a result of executive 
orders and profound policy changes, 
as the Supreme Court allows expan-
sion of U.S. Presidential powers. Be-
ginning almost immediately, many 
immigrants from Africa, Asia and 
Latin America, currently living here 
lawfully, will be required to leave as 
various groups start to become unau-
thorized.

There are many lawful routes to 
enter this country, said immigration 
scholar and author Hiroshi Motomu-
ra at a December American Commu-
nity Media briefing. For decades, the 
system was relatively open, inviting 
people to work here. In fact, going 
back to 1965, the system has been 
relatively neutral, at least appearing 
to be, said Motomura. Immigrants 
have come through family or work 
sponsorships and employment-based 

visas, or green cards. They have 
come seeking asylum while fleeing 
persecution or as refugees of war or 
violence, and countless lives have 
been saved through Temporary Pro-
tected Status (TPS) programs for 

various countries. 
Yet, the current Administration, 

which has made immigration its 
focus, has taken steps to end these 

As Supreme Court Allows Expansion of 
Presidential Powers, the Administration 

Turns Back Policy to the 1900s 

Recent executive actions and policy changes by the current U.S. Administration are 
dismantling long-standing immigration protections—such as TPS, refugee status, and 
parole—pushing millions of previously legal immigrants toward unauthorized status, 

heightened fear, and potential deportation. (Mitchel Lensink / Unsplash)
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By Lauren Burke

Congressman Marc 
Veasey will not seek re-
election for his congres-
sional seat in Texas. Rep. 
Veasey has served in Con-
gress since 2013.

The partisan redistricting 
purge has now impacted 
all three Black members 
of the Texas congressional 
delegation. On December 
8, Rep. Jasmine Crockett 
announced she would run 
for U.S. Senate. The map 
changes have also forced 
competition between Black 
lawmakers on the state and 
federal level and decreased 
federal representation for 
Black communities in Tex-
as.

Texas is now majority 
Hispanic. Hispanics make 
up 40 percent of the popu-
lation. Whites make up 
39 percent of the popula-

tion and Blacks make up 
14 percent. Though Texas 
is becoming increasingly 
diverse, political represen-
tation in the state does not 
reflect the racial diversity 
because of gerrymandering.

Rep. Veasey’s Dallas-
area congressional seat was 
changed after a round of 
partisan congressional map 
moves by Texas Republi-
cans in August. The GOP 
actions came after President 
Donald Trump signaled to 

Texas Republicans that he 
wanted more GOP seats. 
The strategy was made 
clear: Alter congressional 
maps so Republicans can 
maintain control of the U.S. 
House and win the mid-
term elections in 2026. But 
Democrats in California and 
Virginia are countering the 
move.

Rep. Veasey will now run 
for Tarrant County judge, 
according to several news 
reports.

On December 4, the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled that 
the new racially gerryman-
dered maps recently created 
by Texas Republicans could 
go forward and be used for 
the 2026 elections.

Marc Veasey has repre-
sented Texas’s 33rd Con-
gressional District in Con-
gress for 12 years. Rep. 
Veasey’s district includes 

 In an America shaped 
once again by racial hostili-
ty and the rollback of diver-
sity protections under the 
Trump administration, re-
nowned Civil Rights Attor-
ney Ben Crump continues 
to force institutions to con-
front the value of Black life. 
His latest victory, a $779.3 
million wrongful death ver-
dict for the killing of securi-
ty guard Lewis Butler, lands 
as a direct challenge to a 
system that has long accept-
ed negligence toward Black 
workers as an unavoidable 
cost of doing business.

Butler, 51, was killed 
during a 2023 armed rob-
bery at an internet café in 
Havana, Florida. Evidence 
at trial showed that the café, 
operated by Fortune MGT 
2023 LLC and Manish Ku-
mar Patel, failed to report a 
previous armed robbery on 

October 25, 2023, during 
which a firearm was sto-
len. The complaint alleged 
that the owners concealed 
the earlier robbery because 
managers allegedly knew 
illegal gambling was tak-
ing place inside. The same 
stolen weapon was later 
used to kill Butler as he at-
tempted to protect a cashier.

For his widow, Kimberly 
Butler, the verdict was only 
one part of what must come 
next. ‘There’s definitely 

some changes needed. 
Some attention needs to be 
brought,” Butler said. “He 
put himself in the line of 
fire to save someone else’s 
life.”

Crump, who has been 
called Black America’s 
Attorney General for the 
sweeping impact of his civil 
rights work, spoke to the 
weight of the jury’s deci-
sion. “The verdict means so 
much for different reasons,” 
Crump reasoned. “Obvi-
ously, we want to com-
pensate the family for this 
monumental loss that they 
suffered, this monumental 
wrong that this jury verdict 
helped to have a monumen-
tal right.”

He also noted Kimberly 
Butler’s determination to 
turn her loss into reform.

“The second thing is Mrs. 
Kimberly Butler testified, 
since her husband was mur-
dered, she’s doing every-

thing she can to try and get 
these internet gambling ca-
fes shut down, because she 
thinks that they are an invi-
tation for criminal activity,” 
Crump said.

The celebrated attorney 
also made clear that collect-
ing on the judgment will be 
a fight of its own, but one 
he intends to pursue relent-
lessly.

“We absolutely plan on 
getting some compensa-
tion for the family,” Crump 
proclaimed. “We may have 
to attach garnishments and 
liens to property and bank 
accounts, but we are dog-
matic in pursuit of making 
sure we get compensation 
from those who the jury felt 
were responsible for this 

unnecessary, tragic death.”
The nearly $780 million 

verdict stands among the 
largest negligent-security 
wrongful death awards in 
Florida history. It arrives 
during a political moment 
in which federal civil rights 
enforcement has been 
weakened and justice is be-
coming harder to obtain for 
marginalized communities.

Crump’s impressive re-
cord displays a consistent 
demand for accountabil-
ity. He has represented the 
families of Trayvon Martin, 
Michael Brown, Stephon 
Clark, Ahmaud Arbery, 
Breonna Taylor, George 
Floyd, the children of Flint, 
and nine Black women in 
the Holtzclaw rape case. 

His work contributed to a 
$27 million settlement for 
the Floyd family, a $12 mil-
lion settlement for the Tay-
lor family, a $641 million 
settlement for Flint’s chil-
dren, more than $200 mil-
lion in banking while Black 
cases, and a $411 million 
verdict for Duane Washing-
ton.

His leadership extends 
beyond the courtroom. 
Crump recently pledged 
$50,000 to support the 
Black Press of America, 
strengthening institutions 
that preserve Black history, 
Black truth, and Black testi-
mony. It is one of many rea-
sons he is widely regarded 
as Black America’s Attor-
ney General.
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By Rob Redding

For centuries, white men 
constructed machines to 
prove their own genius, 
driven by an obsession 
with the myth that they 
were inherently superior. 
Now those machines are 
turning back toward them, 
threatening not only their 
jobs and power, but the il-
lusions that sustained them. 
The myth of supremacy, 
masked through science, 
religion, and empire, has 
encountered its latest chal-
lenger in artificial intelli-
gence.

In their rush to build 
something greater than 
themselves, the architects 
of AI — largely white men 
— have exposed the fragil-
ity of their own claims to 
greatness. When AlphaGo 
defeated world champion 
Lee Sedol in 2016, it was 
more than a technological 

milestone. It demonstrated 
that intelligence is not in-
herited, predetermined, or 
racially bound. A machine 
learned, adapted, and con-
quered, undermining the 
false narrative that bril-
liance is the domain of a 
chosen few.

The global race for AI 
dominance is no longer 
controlled by Western 
hands. Asian nations such 
as China, South Korea, 
and Japan are leading ad-
vancements with systems 
like DeepSeek, a Chinese 
language model released 
in 2024 that rivals Western 
platforms. If white men lose 
not only to machines but to 
other cultures, the myth of 
their superiority begins to 
dissolve. This is a crisis of 
identity as much as a shift 
in technology, a collapse of 
a story they have told about 
themselves for generations.

History shows that power 

shifts through innovation. 
When Sputnik launched in 
1957, it shattered Ameri-
can scientific invincibil-
ity. Post‑war Japanese 
excellence in robotics and 
electronics rattled West-
ern confidence. Today AI 
threatens supremacy in a 
deeper way because it chal-
lenges not just economic 
or military dominance but 
the foundational belief that 
some people are destined to 
rule. Even Donald Trump 
once warned AI develop-
ers against being “politi-
cally correct,” a statement 
reflecting a fear that ma-
chines may evolve beyond 
the hate they were built 
with.

Artificial intelligence 
may not destroy the world, 
but it can end the myth of 
white supremacy. This mo-
ment represents what can 
be called Artificial Suprem-
acy, the collapse of racial 

hierarchies once machines 
surpass human labor and 
intellect. If computers can 
outperform, outthink, and 
out‑innovate human beings, 
the idea of innate superior-
ity dies quietly. Power will 
not belong to those clinging 
to myth, but to those able to 
imagine a world without 
masters, a world guided by 
truth rather than fear.

The decision now lies 
with us. We can choose a 
future based on outdated 
hierarchies, or we can em-
brace a new order shaped 
by understanding and 
shared intelligence. The 
machines are watching 
and learning. They may be 
programmed by white men 
or challenged by Asian in-
novators, but if AI truly be-
comes independent, it will 
not inherit racism as law. In 
that possibility lies both our 
greatest fear and our great-
est hope.
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When Machines Dismantle Myths: 
The Collapse of White Supremacy

See WARREN, Page 5

A Time For Reassessing Dollars and Priorities

While the President 
wrestles with understand-
ing what “Affordability” 
means the rest of us clearly 
see the reality every time 
we open our wallets for a 
purchase from food, to gas, 
to what used to be the pur-
chase of things we liked or 
wanted but did not need. 
Sometimes, pain is good 

because it helps us take 
another look at what we 
consider important in our 
lives. This can be important 
information for the mar-
ginalized members of our 
communities who too often 
appear to seem unimport-
ant to those who have had 
the big bucks and really did 
need our dollars. But now 
as prices are going up on 
everything while the quan-
tity of what we are pur-
chasing is getting smaller 
and smaller, those dollars 
that once seemed so unnec-
essary are now becoming 
more and more important.

African Americans spend 
in excess of 4 trillion dol-
lars a year in America and 
yet we demand very little 
in return. It is fascinating 
each year when we see the 
nation gearing up for Good 
Friday and yet, year after 
year, 99 percent of the mer-
chants do not do business 
with our media outlets.

We complain about how 
people treat us while we 
continue to do business 
with them. While the nation 
begins to wrestle with “af-
fordability”, we the people 
of color have lived with 
and continue to live with 

the reality of never having 
enough. “We the people” 
have a real opportunity to 
change the dynamics of all 
that’s happening in Amer-
ica. The reason for the 
healthcare scare is due to 
the racism of those White 
members of Congress who 
have already drunk the 
Koolaid of Donald Trump’s 
hatred and racism while 
ignoring the Oath of Of-
fice; each of them swore to 
“Protect and Defend” the 
Constitution.

As we pray as interces-



By Michele W Sequeira

(Newswise) — Hua-
Ying Fan, PhD, hopes that 
her team’s latest discov-
ery could help the almost 
21,000 people who are ex-
pected to receive an ovar-
ian cancer diagnosis this 
year.

Fan’s team at The Uni-
versity of New Mexico 
Comprehensive Cancer 
Center discovered that a 
drug approved by the US 
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration (FDA) may sensi-
tize ovarian cancer cells 
to standard chemotherapy 
treatment. Their work was 
published in Cancer Re-
search Communications in 
October.

Ovarian cancer is often 
caught in later stages, and 
no screening tests are avail-

able for it. The National 
Cancer Institute’s Surveil-
lance, Epidemiology and 
End Results (SEER) pro-
gram predicts that 20,890 
people will receive an 
ovarian cancer diagnosis 
and 12,730 will die from 
the disease in 2025.

Standard treatment for 
ovarian cancer starts with 

a platinum-based chemo-
therapy, such as carbopla-
tin or cisplatin. This che-
motherapy is often given 
with another drug called 
paclitaxel. More than 80% 
of people with advanced 
ovarian cancer respond to 
this treatment.

But, Fan says, only half 
of them live longer than 

18 months after diagnosis 
because the cancer often 
returns. And when it re-
turns, the cancer cells no 
longer respond to cisplatin. 
Treatment options become 
limited once ovarian can-
cer cells become resistant 
to platinum-based chemo-
therapy.

So in 2017, Fan decided 
to look for ways to help 
patients with recurrent 
ovarian cancer. Using the 
results from previous work, 
she focused on a series of 
cellular chemical reactions 
called the Notch pathway.

The Notch pathway 
guides how cells special-
ize. In one of the Notch 
reactions, a protein called 
RBPJ binds to DNA in the 
nucleus of the cell. This 
binding controls the genes 
that control how the cell 

specializes.
Fan’s previous work 

showed that a drug called 
auranofin prevents RBPJ 
from binding to DNA, dis-
rupting the Notch pathway. 
Auranofin is approved by 
the FDA to treat rheuma-
toid arthritis.

Fan then worked with 
Kimberly Leslie, MD, an 
expert in gynecologic can-
cers, who provided many 
ovarian cancer cells for 
experiments. Leslie also 
advised on ovarian cancer 
treatments.

Certain ovarian cancer 
cells, called OVCAR3 
cells, depend on the Notch 
pathway for their develop-
ment much more than non-
cancerous cells do. OV-
CAR3 cells do not respond 
to cisplatin. But when Fan’s 
team treated these cells 

with auranofin plus cispla-
tin, many of them died.

Fan also worked with 
Mara Steinkamp, PhD, an 
expert in cancer organoids 
and animal models. Can-
cer organoids are three-
dimensional clusters of 
cancer cells that are grown 
from the cells taken from 
patients. Organoids from a 
single patient can be used 
as a model of that patient’s 
cancer.  

The team grew the or-
ganoids from tumor cells 
that were taken from 
people with ovarian can-
cer and then treated them 
with auranofin plus cispla-
tin. In the organoids that 
were treated with a greater 
amount of the drug combi-
nation, more ovarian can-
cer cells died.
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New Discovery May Improve Ovarian Cancer Treatment

UTSW Research: Exploring essential 
tremor, GLP-1RAs, and more

(Newswise) — Essential 
tremor (ET) is a common 
movement disorder affect-
ing about 2% of the Ameri-
can population, and more 
than 20% of those over 90 
years old. Despite its preva-
lence and decades of study, 
researchers don’t know the 
precise mechanisms under-
lying ET. Some research 
has suggested the brain’s 
cerebellum, responsible 
for coordinating voluntary 
movements, balance, and 
motor learning, gradually 
loses Purkinje cells (large 
neurons) and their cellular 
neighbors in ET patients. 
However, other studies 
haven’t shown this phe-
nomenon.

To determine definitively 
whether these cells are lost, 
Elan Louis, M.D., M.S., 
Chair and Professor of 
Neurology and Investiga-

tor in the Peter O’Donnell 
Jr. Brain Institute at UT 
Southwestern Medical 
Center, worked with long-
time collaborators at Co-
lumbia University Irving 
Medical Center to examine 
452 postmortem brains. 
Among these specimens, 
215 were donated over a 
21-year period by patients 
who had ET, 165 were do-
nated by healthy individu-
als, and 72 were donated 
by patients who had spino-
cerebellar ataxia, another 
movement disorder.

Their analysis, published 
in Annals of Clinical and 
Translational Neurology, 
showed that the ET patients 
had about 15% lower Pur-
kinje cell density compared 
with the other groups, as 
well as significant loss of 
nearby cells. Discovering 
the cause of this loss could 

lead to new treatments for 
ET, the study authors said.

GLP-1RAs shown
to reduce risk of

cardiovascular death
Glucagon-like peptide-1 

receptor agonists (GLP-
1RAs) such as semaglutide, 
liraglutide, and tirzepatide 
are widely prescribed both 
for Type 2 diabetes and 
weight loss. These drugs 
also have shown promise 
in clinical trials for patients 
with chronic cardiovascu-
lar, kidney, and metabolic 
diseases. Those studies fo-
cused mainly on patients 
with singular diagnoses, 
but these conditions often 
overlap.

To determine the effect 
of GLP-1RAs on individu-
als with concurring condi-
tions, a team of research-

See UTSW, Page 13



By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

Out across the long 
stretches of the country—
where the roads narrow, the 
hospitals disappear, and the 
winters sit heavy—health 
insurance is not an abstrac-
tion. It is a quiet bargain 
that keeps families from 
slipping into ruin. That bar-
gain is now on the edge of 
collapse.

Enhanced Affordable 
Care Act subsidies are set to 
expire at the end of the year, 
and rural Americans stand 
to suffer most. These sub-
sidies, introduced during 
the pandemic and extended 
through 2025, lowered pre-
miums, expanded cover-
age, and pushed enrollment 
to historic highs. Without 
congressional action, the 
cost of insurance will rise 
sharply, and the hardest hit 
will be communities that 
already live miles from the 
nearest clinic, where a sin-
gle medical bill can decide 

a family’s direction for a 
generation.

The math alone tells a 
story of quiet devastation. 
Rural counties, according 
to reporting in the files, 
saw some of the greatest 
gains in coverage after the 
enhanced subsidies took ef-
fect. In states that rejected 
Medicaid expansion, these 
subsidies became the last 
remaining thread tying peo-
ple to affordable care. When 
that thread snaps, millions 
will confront premiums that 
double almost overnight. 
Families who once paid 
modest monthly amounts 
could face bills they simply 
cannot meet. Hospitals in 

regions where uncompen-
sated care already threat-
ens survival will be forced 
closer to closure.

The Congressional Bud-
get Office projects that 
without an extension of the 
subsidies through 2026, the 
number of uninsured Amer-
icans will climb by millions 
in the first years after expi-
ration. Premiums would, on 
average, rise by more than 
100%. For middle-income 
families, the return of the 
so-called subsidy cliff will 
mean costs that outpace 
budgets already worn thin 
by inflation and stagnant 
wages.

Yet the geography of the 

harm is not evenly drawn. 
Rural communities lean 
heavily on marketplace 
coverage. They have fewer 
employers offering insur-
ance, fewer doctors, fewer 
mental health providers, 
and hospitals that operate 
on margins so narrow they 
can be undone by a single 
year of unpaid care. When 
subsidies disappear, these 
communities are the first to 
fall. Their residents are old-
er, sicker, and poorer. Their 
choices are fewer. Their 
safety nets are thinner.

The political battle 
around them grows louder 
by the day. Senators Bernie 
Moreno of Ohio and Su-
san Collins of Maine have 
introduced legislation that 
would extend the subsidies 
for two years but add new 
restrictions, including man-
datory premiums for all en-
rollees and an income cap 
of $200,000 per household. 
Moreno, in a written state-
ment, accused Democrats 
of creating a system that fa-
vored insurance companies 

over patients. “I am willing 
to work with anyone to fi-
nally bring down costs for 
all Americans and hope my 
colleagues across the aisle 
will commit to doing the 
same,” he said.

Collins said the proposal 
aims to help families avoid 
sudden, unaffordable pre-
mium increases. A state-
ment from her office said 
Congress must “pursue 
practical solutions that in-
crease affordability without 
creating sudden disruptions 
in coverage.”

But rural America, which 
lives with the consequences 
of every delay, every stale-
mate, and every partisan 
declaration, does not have 
the luxury of waiting.

The reporting in the files 
paints a stark portrait: when 
insurance becomes too ex-
pensive, people delay care, 
skip treatment, or abandon 
coverage entirely. High-
deductible plans—an alter-
native promoted by several 
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sors, let us not forget to 
hold accountable those 
who are in office think-
ing about re-election and 
those who are thinking 
about seeking office. For 
peoples of color, let us 
first start with ourselves 
with more conversation 
and less ego. Let’s help 
each other make wise fi-
nancial decisions; let’s 
spend less time on fast 
food outlets with rising 
prices for less; let’s re-
consider those cigarette 
purchases, sodas, chips, 
candy and liquor.

Let’s substitute Jesus 
for Coca Cola’s San-
ta and give Corporate 
America an opportunity 
to rethink “affordability” 
and whether they can re-
ally afford to do busi-
ness without our dollars. 
Remember, our wallets 
represent a vote each and 
every time we open them. 
Let’s help a lot of people 
think about “affordabil-
ity” as we have had to do 
all along.

Rural America Faces the First Cut as ACA Support Hits a High
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(Dallas College) Dallas 
College has been selected 
as a national finalist for the 
2026 Bellwether Award in 
the category of Instructional 
Programs and Services. It’s 
a recognition that highlights 
the most innovative and ef-
fective programs in com-
munity colleges across the 
country. This year, the con-
sortium received a record 
114 submissions from 91 
community colleges across 
30 states. 

Dallas College earned 
its spot for groundbreaking 
Student Care Network, a 
systemwide effort designed 
to remove barriers that can 
prevent students from stay-
ing enrolled and completing 

their education. 
“Dallas College Stu-

dent Care Network is the 
foundation of our students’ 
success,” said Dr. Beatriz 
Joseph, vice chancellor of 
student success. “By ad-
dressing basic needs for 
food, health and security, we 
are actively dismantling ob-
stacles that prevent learning 
while caring for the whole 
student. The result is sus-
tained academic success and 
achievement.” 

During a national compe-
tition to be held Feb. 22-24, 
in San Antonio, Texas, teams 
from the finalist colleges 
will conduct presentations 
that share how they have 
significantly addressed a 

critical issue affecting com-
munity colleges. They will 
be scored by a jury of anon-
ymous judges, fellow com-
munity college practitioners 
and CEOs to come up with 
one Bellwether recipient 
in each of three categories: 
“Instructional Programs and 
Services,” “Workforce De-
velopment and Planning” 
and “Planning, Governance 
and Finance.”  

Bellwether College Con-
sortium is comprised of 
award-winning colleges 
charged with addressing 
critical issues facing com-
munity colleges through 
applicable research and the 
promotion and replication 
of best practices. 

Dallas College Named Bellwether 
Award Finalist for Student Care Network

Collin College Celebrates Topping Out Of Health Sciences Center in Frisco
(Collin College) The Col-

lin College Frisco Campus 
commemorated a construc-
tion milestone as the final 
beam was lifted and placed 
on top of the Health Sci-
ences Center during the 
Topping Out Ceremony on 
Wednesday, Dec. 3.

The Health Sciences Cen-
ter, which is scheduled to 
open in January 2027, will 
be the newest addition to the 
Frisco Campus. The three-
story, 120,000-square-foot 
building, located at 9700 
Wade Blvd. in Frisco, will 
offer hands-on simulation 
technology and house labs 
and several imaging and al-
lied health programs.

“Great progress has been 
made toward creating this 
innovative learning envi-
ronment,” said Dr. Neil 
Matkin, Collin College dis-
trict president. “We can all 
be proud of contributing to 
a Health Sciences Center 

that will offer high-demand 
programs that align with 
local workforce needs. It’s 
a win for our students, for 
our healthcare partners, and 
for the community who will 
benefit from receiving care 
from well-trained, highly 

qualified healthcare profes-
sionals.”

The Health Sciences Cen-
ter was designed by PBK 

Architects and built by 
McCarthy Building Com-
panies, Inc. with AECOM 
serving as the Owner’s Rep-
resentative.

“The partnership between 
McCarthy and Collin Col-
lege has been a phenomenal 
one,” said Matthew Schro-
del, senior vice president 
and Dallas business unit 
leader at McCarthy Build-
ing Companies, Inc. “At 
McCarthy, we take pride in 
building projects that help 
our communities thrive, and 
this project is a testament 

to Collin College and their 
commitment to delivering 
education that aligns with 
what the community and 
local workforce needs. Per-
sonally, this project is also 
a full circle moment for me, 
I actually attended Collin 
College during my educa-
tional journey, so it means a 
lot for me to be able to give 
back to the place that also 
helped me.”

Visit www.collin.edu/
campuses/frisco for more 
information about the cam-
pus.
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Park Board President Forms New 
Task Force for Fair Park Project

The Dallas Park and Recre-
ation Board has created a new 
task force. The team will focus on 
major steps for the long planned 
Community Park at Fair Park. 

Board President Arun Agarwal 
says the project remains vital for 
South Dallas residents. He says 
the board will keep the promise 
of a strong community space. He 
says the board must ensure the 
plan moves with care.

Agarwal states that financial 
stability remains a key concern 
for the board. He says the end of 
the city contract with Fair Park 
First and OVG created new is-
sues. 

He says the board must protect 
donor support before the project 
can move. He believes the board 
must act with clear intent and 
strong oversight. His goal is to 
keep public trust in the project 
mission.

Fair Park First raised major 
support for the planned park. 
Their work helped build aware-
ness for the mission and design 
vision. Agarwal notes that the 
effort built momentum for the 
project. 

He says the board values that 
progress and wants to protect it. 
He believes continued review 
will strengthen long term results.

Ongoing audits remain a ma-

jor step in the process. Agarwal 
says the financial review must be 
complete before the board acts. 
He says this step protects donors 
and the public. He calls the re-
view a needed part of board duty. 
He says transparency will sup-
port all future action.

The task force will guide next 
steps once the review ends. 
Agarwal says the group will help 
shape a clear and fair path. He 
says the board wants strong voic-
es with deep Dallas ties. 

The task force mission is to 
support planning and community 
trust. Their early work will guide 
the board in key decisions.

Members include Park Board 
members Vana Hammond and 
John Pinkus and community 
leaders who have long served 

South Dallas. 
They include Keba Batie and 

Mark Jones and Antong Lucky 
and Ken Smith and Lois Finkel-
man. Each member brings major 
experience in local service and 
support. 

Their roles will help shape the 
path to a new park. Their insight 
will support the board in major 
decisions.

The Park Board says the task 
force marks a major step in proj-
ect progress. Agarwal says the 
team will help protect public 
trust and donor trust. He says the 
path forward will be steady and 
focused on results.

The board remains committed 
to the Community Park vision. 
The goal is a strong public space 
for Dallas families.

Meow Wolf Grapevine Hosts Cosmic 
Cabaret for New Year’s Eve 2026

Meow Wolf Grapevine will 
bring in 2026 with the Cosmic 
Cabaret on December 31 from 
8:00 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. at The 
Real Unreal exhibition. Guests 
will have full access to explore 
the space at night while enjoy-
ing live DJ sets, roaming per-
formers, and interactive expe-
riences. Leaders say the event 
blends music, performance, and 
immersive environments to cre-
ate an unforgettable New Year’s 

Eve celebration.
The highlight of the evening is 

a special performance by Night-
shade Burlesque, an award-
winning gothic and alternative 
troupe known across DFW for 
bold theatrical productions. 
Their Cosmic Cabaret showcase 
will feature new acts created 
exclusively for the event. Pep-
percast will appear throughout 
the night with VR telepresence 
performers, blending live digital 

interactions with the physical 
space.

Guests can also visit A Tarot 
Storyteller for readings as mid-
night approaches, while Circus 
Bitties performers bring circus 
arts, flow, and character-driven 
movement to various realms of 
The Real Unreal. Leaders say 
the combination of performance 
styles makes the event unique 

See MEOW, Page 10



By Jamal Baker
NDG Sports Writer

Just when it felt like 
the Dallas Cowboys had 
a chance to do something 
special and run the table 
to make a playoff push, the 
Detroit Lions served them 
some humble pie in a 44-
30 drubbing at Ford Field 
Thursday night.

After the disappointing 
loss, the Cowboys now 
sit at 6-6-1 and have a 7% 
chance to make the playoffs 
according to The New York 
Times.

“Things just didn’t go 
our way, to be honest,” 
wide receiver George Pick-
ens said. “I feel like we still 
had the guys, we still made 
the plays, CeeDee had a 
great game, Dak had a great 
game, I just feel like some 
plays didn’t go our way.”

Pickens had a quiet 

night—recording five re-
ceptions for 37 yards and 
not displaying his usual 
conviction from the wide 
receiver position.

CeeDee Lamb exited the 
game with a scary concus-
sion on an all-effort attempt 
to haul in a touchdown in 
the third quarter. Before the 
injury, Lamb had six catch-
es for 121 yards on eight 
targets.

“He’s doing good,” 
head coach Brian Schot-

tenheimer said Monday. 
“Talked to him over the 
weekend. He’s progressing 
nicely, and hopefully things 
work out like we expect.”

Dallas is simply a better 
football team with 88 on 
the field, and hopefully the 
mini bye week gives Lamb 
time to get fully healthy as 
they prepare to try and sal-
vage the season.

Quarterback Dak 
Prescott doesn’t believe the 
season is lost and is confi-

dent his squad isn’t ready 
to quit.

“I don’t think that’s 
something I’ve truly got 
to make sure of,” Prescott 
said. “Schotty does a hell of 
a job with the messaging, 
controlling the tempera-
ture of this team, we’ve got 
great veteran leaders.”

“I think guys are pissed 
off right now. I don’t think 
this is any deflated moment 
like, ‘Oh, hands are up, 
we’re done.’ No, no, abso-
lutely not. I think you’re 
going to get a team that’s 
pissed, especially as we 
talk about a team that’s 
kind of changed since the 
bye week.”

Since the blockbuster 
trade for defensive tackle 
Quinnen Williams during 
Dallas’ bye week, the Cow-
boys allowed less than 22 
points per game.

Life comes at you fast—
quite literally when you’re 
going up against Detroit 
running back Jahmyr 
Gibbs, who scored three 
touchdowns on the night.

“I got to watch the film 
but, as a defense, man, we 
are way better than [allow-
ing] 44 points,”  Williams 
said. “Man, we’ve got a 
great defense. We’ve got 
a great defensive line, and 
we’ve gotta do our job to 
the best of our ability, and 
execute, to the best of our 
ability, and just make more 
plays — especially in this 
D-line room. We’ve got the 
ability to do it.”

It was an unforgettable 
night for a defense that 
looked to be finding its 
rhythm and comfortabil-
ity in defensive coordinator 
Matt Eberflus’ scheme.

Dallas’ secondary al-

lowed Jameson Williams 
and Amon-Ra St. Brown to 
post 96 receiving yards and 
92 receiving yards, respec-
tively.

“It’s always going to be 
a little down after a loss, 
especially when we were 
having so much success and 
winning the last few weeks, 
and then taking a loss this 
week,” Williams said. “It’s 
gonna be down, but every-
body is accountable, man. 
Everybody holds each oth-
er accountable.

“Everybody’s gonna 
watch the film and get bet-
ter, and fix the things we 
need to fix.”

The Cowboys will go 
back to the drawing board 
and look to get back in the 
win column against the 
Minnesota Vikings Sunday 
night at AT&T Stadium.
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DART Receives $7 Million Federal Grant 
to Fund New Low-Emission Buses

Dallas Area Rapid Transit 
(DART) has been awarded 
a $7.094 million grant from 
the Federal Transit Admin-
istration (FTA) to support 
the purchase of new buses 
as the agency phases out 
older vehicles. The grant is 
part of 165 transit projects 
nationwide funded with 
more than $2 billion in fed-
eral grants.

Earlier in 2025, DART 
announced plans to pur-
chase 476 new buses, with 
full deployment expected 
through 2027. The Gillig-
manufactured vehicles are 
Compressed Natural Gas 
(CNG)-powered, a near-
zero emission technology 
that helped DART qualify 
for the federal grant. The 
first buses were delivered 

ahead of the Spring 2026 
schedule, allowing riders 
to experience upgraded ser-
vice on select routes by the 
end of December 2025.

“We are grateful to U.S. 
Transportation Secretary 
Sean Duffy, FTA Admin-
istrator Marcus Molinaro, 
and our congressional dele-
gation for their partnership 
with DART,” said Nadine 
Lee, DART President & 
CEO. “This grant comes at 
the perfect time as we begin 
early delivery of new state-
of-the-art buses and pre-
pare for service demands 
during next year’s FIFA 
World Cup.”

The $7.094 million grant 
adds to an initial $103 mil-
lion in federal funding, 
bringing total federal sup-

port for DART’s bus pur-
chase to over $110 million. 
The funding helps reduce 
costs for both DART and 
member cities, ensuring 
efficient expansion of the 
fleet.

The acquisition of 476 
buses is part of DART’s 
broader $2.5 billion, 10-
year Transform plan to 
modernize and enhance 
public transit across North 
Texas. The plan includes 
updated vehicles, improved 
facilities, and service up-
grades designed to better 
serve riders.

For more information 
about DART’s new CNG 
buses and its commitment 
to transforming public 
transportation, visit https://
transform.dart.org.

Cowboys Hit Reset After Tough Night in Detroit



By Dwight Brown
NNPA Film Critic

(****) She and the for-
est are one. Some might 
call her a witch. But they’d 
be wrong. She’s more like 
a daughter of mother na-
ture. Destined for love and 
tragedy of Shakesperean 
proportions. Something she 
could foretell: “The women 
in my family see things.”

 Sometimes she lays 
curled up at the base of a 
tree. Falcons land on her 
arm. She forages in the 
woods for medicinal herbs. 
It’s as if the earth speaks to 
her, or at least is her spiri-
tual guide. Agnes (Jessie 
Buckley) lives her own 
life. Some would say she’s 
peculiar. Different from 
that of the other villagers 
in Stratford-upon-Avon, 
England in the late 1500s. 
Narrow-minded folks who 
chide her for being feral. 
For listening to gut feelings. 
That individuality attracts 
the young Latin teacher 
Will (Paul Mescal) who’s 
beguiled by her rebellious, 
mystical nature. He’s just 
returned from London, is 
living with his parents and 
trying to figure out his life.  

That’s the set up and 
premise of the 2020 nov-
el Hamnet by Maggie 
O’Farrell. In 2023, that 
book was adapted for stage 
by Lolita Chakrabarti and 
opened appropriately at the 
Royal Shakespeare Compa-
ny in Stratford-upon-Avon. 
Following that lead, this 
film version is headed by 
the Oscar®-winning direc-
tor Chloé Zhao whose 2021 
effort Nomadland won the 
Academy Award for Best 
Motion Picture of the Year. 
Proving that recognition 
was well deserved, Zhao 
has masterfully and artisti-
cally turned this romantic 
period drama into an epic 

worthy of another Oscar® 
nod or win.  

The director/writer craft-
ed the evocative script with 
co-screenwriter O’Farrell, 
the book’s author. Some 
filmmakers create their 
cinema like a journeyman, 
architect or in a formulaic 
way. Clearly Zhao is more 
like a painter. Choosing her 
colors and settings care-
fully (production designer 
Fiona Crombie, art direc-
tor Victoria Allwood, set 
decorator Alice Felton). 
Lighting interiors and ex-
teriors in ways that evoke 
the times almost like a sto-
rybook. Composing shots 
deep in the woods, on Lon-
don streets and in homes 
during perilous births with 
the utmost care (cinema-
tographer Lukasz Zal, Cold 
War, Ida). Then adding a 
musical score (Max Rich-
ter, Arrival) that makes 
scenes in the forest melo-
dramatic, romantic dalli-
ances sweet and tragedy 
devastating beyond words. 
Somehow slimming the 
footage down to 2h 5m of 
tight scenes that build to a 
wondrous climax (editors 
Affonso Gonçalves and 
Zhao). These are the paints, 
textures and brushes. Her 
tools.

Zhao is also a supreme 
storyteller as she unravels a 
love tale involving misun-
derstood souls living in un-

conventional ways, pulled 
together by fate and alien-
ated by abject loss. Court-
ing. Marriage. Children. 
That’s as traditional as the 
couple gets. First bringing 
a daughter, Susanna (Bodhi 
Rae Breathnach), into the 
world, who’s birthed in the 
woods. Next twins Judith 
(Olivia Lynes) and Ham-
net (Jacobi Jupe). Agnes 
is secure enough to let her 
husband chase his writing, 
a career and dreams. Then 
fate takes away someone 
they love dearly. An act 
that puts a strain and wider 
wedge in their relationship. 
Can they find their way 
back to the love they had?

Romeo and Juliet have 
nothing on Agnes and Will. 
Their devotion is that deep. 
Others want to tear them 
apart, too. The hardship 
that effects their lives is al-
most as tragic. Zhao spins 
this achingly profound 
fable in the most magical 
ways. With gladness bal-
anced by sorrow. Hope 
balanced by failure. A deli-
cate mix of history and fic-
tion that puts the world’s 
most famous playwright’s 
life into perspective. The 
narrative is increasingly 
fascinating. The time and 
place meticulously set. The 
dialogue expressive. Char-
acter arcs evident. Emo-
tions heartfelt. The gifted 
director sees to that. She’s 

helped greatly by the cast 
assembled to play 16th cen-
tury characters who’ve lost 
their way.   

Buckley’s ethereal in-
terpretation of Agnes is a 
unique blend of spirituality, 
determination and bitter-
ness. The deep-seated emo-
tions she displays range 
from romance to motherly 
love, to the grief and an-
ger that festers when death 
comes to her house. Mescal 
plays the aspiring academ-
ic and writer like he’s so 
motivated by creating and 
perfection he’s incapable 
of arresting his innate am-
bition—even for his family. 
Then grieves his choices 
and finds ways to manifest 
that sadness. 

The brilliant young actor 
Jacobi Jupe, as the couple’s 
son, has some of the film’s 
most dramatic and pivotal 
scenes. Particularly one in 

which he tries to protect 
his twin sister Judith, who 
is gravely ill. He can sense 
that death is in the room. 
Almost see it. It’s a tender, 
sweet and foreboding mo-
ment. The fiery portrayal 
by David Wilmot as John, 
Will’s stubborn, exacting 
and abusive father, is dia-
metrically opposed to that 
performance. Emily Wat-
son as Mary, Will’s more 
flexible mom, is initially 
apprehensive about this 
choice for a wife: “I’d rath-
er you go to sea than marry 
that witch.” Watson makes 
her character’s journey ear-
nest and believable. 

The less adult audiences 
know about the background 
of this movie, the more as-
tounding the experience 
will be as the mind-bog-
gling revelations add up. 
They’re well measured out 
towards the end of the story 

in the most ingenious ways. 
Credit O’Farrell and her 
book for planting the seed. 
Then Zhao, her production 
crew and cast for devel-
oping it into a captivating 
saga.  

The woman from the for-
est has a lot to learn about 
life and forgiveness. Watch-
ing her metamorphosis is 
transfixing. And seeing 
how it segues into one of 
the most famous plays ever 
written is an evolving source 
of enchantment. A magic of 
Shakespearian proportions. 
Something that will leave 
audiences spent and in a 
meditative state. “To die, to 
sleep, perchance to dream.”

For more information 
about the Toronto Interna-
tional Film Festival go to 
https://tiff.net/. 

Visit Film Critic Dwight 
Brown at DwightBrownInk.
com.
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Film Review: ‘Hamnet’ is One Film You Don’t Want to Miss



and immersive.
A multi-DJ lineup will 

set the sound for the eve-
ning. Mars will perform 
in the lobby with late-
night club grooves, DJ L 
A S will provide an atmo-
spheric lounge experience 
inside the Matt King Mys-
tery Center, and DJ Bella 

Scratch will lead the late-
night momentum in Neon 
Kingdom.

Leaders say each DJ 
brings a distinct style and 
musical perspective, al-
lowing guests to experi-
ence diverse sounds while 
navigating the exhibition. 
As midnight nears, attend-

ees will gather for a shared 
countdown and a compli-
mentary champagne toast 
to welcome 2026.

The Cosmic Cabaret in-
cludes full access to the 
Meow Wolf Grapevine ex-
hibition. The event is 21+ 
and requires a valid physi-
cal ID for entry. Tickets are 
limited and on sale now at 
meowwolf.com/grapevine.
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MEOW, from Page 7

Dallas Unveils Arts and Culture Events for FIFA World Cup 2026
Dallas cultural leaders 

have announced a nearly 
month-long series of arts, 
community, and public 
events taking place June 
19–July 11, 2026, in antici-
pation of the FIFA World 
Cup 26.

The programming is de-
signed to welcome North 
Texas residents, domestic 
travelers, and international 
visitors while showcasing 
the city’s diverse cultural 
offerings and vibrant neigh-
borhoods across the region.

Mayor Eric L. Johnson 
said the global spotlight of 
the World Cup presents an 
ideal opportunity to intro-
duce audiences to Dallas 
institutions. He noted that 
Dallas is known for pro-
fessional sports, museums, 
parks, and a thriving arts 
environment.

The coordinated effort 
reflects a citywide com-
mitment to offer experi-
ences beyond the stadium 
as World Cup matches take 
place throughout the city.

Participating partners in-
clude the AT&T Perform-
ing Arts Center, Broadway 
Dallas, Crow Museum of 
Asian Art, Dallas Arts Dis-
trict, Dallas Museum of Art, 
Dallas Symphony Orches-
tra, Dallas Zoo, Deep Ellum 
Association, Halperin Park, 
Klyde Warren Park, Nasher 
Sculpture Center, Oak Cliff, 
Perot Museum of Nature 
and Science, and TITAS/

DANCE UNBOUND.
Organizers say the lineup 

will feature a wide selection 
of visual arts, performanc-
es, music programming, 
science exhibitions, dance 
events, and activities for 
families during the weeks 
leading up to and through-
out the tournament.

Signature programming 
begins on June 19 with the 
PRIDE Block Party in the 
Dallas Arts District, a popu-
lar event drawing thousands 
to street celebrations and 
gallery experiences. The 
schedule continues with the 
Independence Day Celebra-
tion and America 250 obser-
vance at Klyde Warren Park 
on July 4.

Followed by Flora Street 
Live on June 26 which will 

include ticketed concerts, 
Broadway theater presen-
tations, outdoor perfor-
mances, and orchestra ap-
pearances at multiple Arts 
District venues.

On July 9, the Perot Mu-
seum of Nature and Sci-
ence will present a soccer-
themed evening edition of 
its Thursdays on Tap series 
featuring food, live enter-
tainment, and interactive 
activities.

More community celebra-
tions are planned across the 
city. On June 21, the Dallas 
Zoo will hold a nocturnal 
animal experience with an 
illuminated lantern festival, 
while nearby Halperin Park 
will host cultural showcases 
and live performances.

Deep Ellum will present 

the Deep Vellum Literary 
and Music Festival on July 
11, and Oak Cliff will host 
Copa de Cliff on June 24, 
filling Bishop Avenue, Jef-
ferson Boulevard, and Win-
netka Avenue with street 
entertainment, car clubs, 
food vendors, art markets, 

and cultural displays high-
lighting the neighborhood’s 
history and diversity.

Organizers will also in-
troduce a new public art 
installation to be placed 
at multiple Dallas loca-
tions, with further details 
expected early next year. 

Additional information on 
entertainment, venues, and 
scheduling will be released 
as the city prepares to wel-
come visitors for FIFA 
World Cup 26, providing 
one of the largest cultural 
celebrations Dallas has 
ever produced.
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December 1, 2025 
Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing business in the North 
Texas market since 1963. With clients such as TxDOT, Dallas County Public Works, and the 
Cities of Dallas, Fort Worth, Richardson, and Mansfield (plus many others), we have a strong 
backlog of work in the highway market locally. 
We are currently hiring for the following positions: 
•  Mechanic (Shop) 
•  Laborer (Earthwork) 
•  Form Setter (Structures) 
•  Dozer Operator (Earthwork) 
•  Roller Operator (Earthwork) 
•  Mixer Operator (Earthwork)   
•  Finisher (Structures, Paving) 
•  Loader Operator (Earthwork) 
•  Excavator Operator (Earthwork) 
•  Slipform Machine Operator (Paving) 
•  Motor Grader Operator (Earthwork) 
•  CDL Drivers (Haul Truck, End Dump) 
•  Off Road Hauler Operator (Earthwork)  
•  Barricade Servicer (Must have valid DL) 
Available: multiple openings 
Rate: Negotiable 
Must have own transportation. 
Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (depending on position) 
Physical and Drug Screen Required 
Must have a Clear Background 
Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs.) 

programs for many coun-
tries, this, following a DC 
shooting that killed one and 
injured another member 
of the National Guard last 
month. 

“The Administration 
wants to turn back the clock 
to a period around 1900, in 
other words, to return to a 
system focused on Europe-
an immigrants and prefer-
ring European immigrants,” 
said Motomura.

The Haitian TPS pro-
gram, responding to the 
2010 earthquake, had shel-
tered Haitians as a one-year 
program, extending annu-
ally since 1992. Yet, when 
the extension expires this 
February, the program will 
end following a false infor-
mation campaign surround-
ing a Haitian community in 
Springfield, Ohio. Ethio-
pia’s TPS also expires this 
week, while Yemen and So-

malia’s programs follow in 
March.

A Somalian community 
in Minneapolis-St. Paul, 
with the highest popula-
tion of Somalis in the U.S., 
was also targeted recently 
following the charging of 
a number of individuals of 
Somalian descent in a major 
fraud campaign. 

The cities’ mayors and 
other leaders have defended 
the community. They are 
citizens, police officers, 
doctors, academics, and 
business leaders, PBS News 
reported, while many are 
second-generation citizens 
who have never known a 
life in Somalia. Yet, Presi-
dent Trump has referred to 
the Somalis as “garbage,” 
this as the Administration 
pursues aggressive depor-
tations in Minneapolis-St. 
Paul this week.

The Venezuelan TPS was 

recently halted by the Su-
preme Court pending a full 
review in April, noted Ven-
ezuelan human rights activ-
ist Adelys Ferro. The courts 
have questioned whether 
Department of Homeland 
Security Secretary Noem 
can end DPS for political 
preference.

Meanwhile, the Adminis-
tration has announced they 
will reexamine durable sta-
tus and permanent resident 
status for previously ap-
proved refugees, explained 
Motomura. Many immi-
grants with permanent sta-
tus will simply be pushed 
out as their green cards ex-
pire, making them illegal, 
he said. 

Trump announced his in-
tent to terminate these pro-
grams on day two, explained 
first -generation college stu-
dent Laura Flores-Perilla, 
who grew up in a working-
class, immigrant household. 
And ICE recently started 

targeting people with parole 
for expedited removal as 
their parole programs ex-
pire. Deportation is initiated 
when they attend their hear-
ings, noted Flores-Perilla, 
and they are deported with 
no due process. “This is just 
another way of subjecting 
these individuals, not only 
delegalizing them, but sub-
jecting them to deportation 
in an expedited way,” she 
explained. 

Since immigrants under 
the parole programs are 
protected under the law 
from expedited removal, 
their organization was able 
to temporarily stop Admin-
istration efforts. Yet, the 
Administration continues to 
seek out new ways to deport 
them.

With over 100 immigra-
tion judges having been 
fired, we are also seeing a 
shortage of judges, increas-
ing the already cumbersome 
backlog of cases, added 
Hon. Judge Jeremiah John-
son, Executive Vice Presi-
dent, National Association 
of Immigration Judges.

People are increasingly 
afraid to attend court, said 
Johnson. Yet, when they fail 
to appear, they become ille-
gal. As cases wait years to 
make it to docket, with no 
judges to review them, im-
migrants inevitably end up 
in detention, he said. And 
with no hope in sight, many 
are deciding to accept vol-
untary departure.

“It’s very troubling that 
you have people not want-

ing to seek a legal path-
way,” added Johnson.

Each time the Adminis-
tration announces arrests, 
it instills fear in these im-
migrants, added Motomura. 
This will cause a certain 
number to start to feel un-
wanted, and they will not 
apply. The fear is effective-
ly pushing immigrants out 
of the country, he said.

Yet, for immigrants who 
can’t safely return to their 
countries, such as those 
from Ukraine, these pro-
tections remain necessary, 
noted Flores-Perilla. Their 
rights are being infringed 
upon, she said, as U.S. laws 
were put in place to literally 
save their lives. “This is 
why we need to continue to 
fight,” she said.

POLICY, from Page 1



12 | December 11-17, 2025 | North Dallas Gazette                                                   For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com          

Career Opportunity                                                                                                                         www.NorthDallasGazette.com

Vo
ic

e 
of

 A
m

er
ic

a

Looking for a mature person w/ above 
average admin skills (Irving)

Looking for a mature (possibly) semi-retired or older person looking for 
on-site part time work (only) a contract position part time office coordinator. 
Candidates should possess the following skills.
- Must be Organized
- Ability to communicate (written) composition
- Minimum Quickbooks Experience
- Available Part-Time 4 days per week (Monday thru Thursday - 25 hours 
weekly)
- Pleasant phone voice interaction with customers and contract workers
- Ability to multitask and manage projects
- Must Spreadsheet Experience
- Must be professional in your approach toward assigned duties.
- Candidates must be able to function without supervision and meet dead-
lines.
- Will report to the owner
- Communicate with vendors and customers.
Prefer a experience “Mature” semi-retired person
Only those sending resumes will be considered.

Pay: $17.00 to $19.00
Email: inquiries1909@gmail.com
Phone: 972.509.9149 (Ms. Hill)

Serious inquiries only

As DOJ Deprioritizes Foreign Lobbying Laws, Study Finds Enforcement 
Against Paul Manafort Drove Surge in Disclosures

(Newswise) — A study 
recently published by Or-
ganization Science reveals 
that U.S. Department of 
Justice (DOJ) charges 
against Paul Manafort in 
2018 triggered a signifi-
cant increase in cmpliance 
with the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act (FARA), 
demonstrating how target-
ing high-profile figures can 
deter misconduct across an 
industry.

Assistant Professor of 
Management and Organi-
zation Reuben Hurst at the 
University of Maryland’s 
Robert H. Smith School of 
Business, with co-authors 
Jin Hyung Kim (George 
Washington University) 
and Jordan Siegel (Univer-
sity of Michigan) analyzed 
FARA filings from 2014 to 
2022.

Using a difference-in-
differences approach, they 
found that in the four years 
following Manafort’s in-
dictment for undisclosed 
lobbying on behalf of 
pro-Russian Ukrainian in-

terests, the annual dollar 
value of reported lobbying 
for foreign governments in 
the U.S. rose by 56%. The 
number of reported clients, 
amendments and overall 
disclosures also increased 

markedly, Hurst says.
Prior to the Manafort 

case, many lobbyists avoid-
ed FARA registrations 
when representing clients 
from autocratic or corrupt 
regimes to manage repu-
tational risks. However, 
the DOJ over the past 10 
months has indicated an 
intention to relax FARA en-
forcement.

A move to lighten FARA 
enforcement means “lobby-
ists likely will scale back 

their reporting practices—
decreasing journalists’, 
regulators’, and the public’s 
ability to scrutinize actions 
by foreign governments 
here in the United States,” 
Hurst says. “From the per-
spective of accountability 
and transparency, this is a 
clear step backwards.”

The paper uses the case 
of enforcement against 
Manafort to introduce the 
concept of “status amplified 
deterrence,” where account-

ability for prominent indi-
viduals amplifies regulatory 
effects industry-wide.

Hurst says his team’s 
study has important impli-
cations for how regulatory 
agencies can efficiently in-
crease white-collar compli-
ance. Rather than resource-
intensive “flooding the 
zone” approaches, strategic 
enforcement against high-
status actors may be a more 
cost-effective deterrence 
strategy.



Republican lawmakers—
leave families drowning in 
out-of-pocket costs. Stud-
ies cited in KFF Health 
News show that patients 
with these plans often end 
up buried in medical debt, 
even when insured, and 
rural families, with their 
lower incomes and limited 

access to providers, are es-
pecially vulnerable.

It is in these regions 
where the distance between 
lawmaking and lived expe-
rience is measured not in 
political rhetoric but in am-
bulance rides, in shuttered 
emergency rooms, in the 
unpaid bills that arrive like 

uninvited visitors at the end 
of each month.

And yet, nationwide ap-
proval of the ACA is at its 
highest level since the law 
was enacted. Gallup’s lat-
est findings show 57 per-
cent of Americans support 
the ACA, driven by a sharp 
rise among independents. 
The survey, conducted as 
the shutdown ended and 

Congress prepared for an-
other vote, suggests that the 
public understands what is 
at stake. It also shows how 
deeply the law has become 
woven into American life, 
especially in regions where 
alternatives do not exist.

But approval alone will 
not keep rural hospitals 
open or preserve the cov-
erage gains of the last sev-

eral years. The national 
fight now moves toward 
a deadline that will not 
wait. When it arrives, rural 
America will feel it first, 
and it will feel it hardest.

As one Gallup passage 
captures, “Approval has 
been at or above 50 percent 
in most years since 2017, 
but the law was less popu-
lar before then.”
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VEASEY, 
from Page 2

ACA, from Page 5

ers including Ambarish 
Pandey, M.D., Associate 
Professor of Internal Medi-
cine in the Division of 
Cardiology and in the Pe-
ter O’Donnell Jr. School 
of Public Health at UT 
Southwestern, pooled the 
results of 15 clinical trials 

examining the effects of 
these drugs on heart failure 
hospitalization and cardio-
vascular death in more than 
87,000 patients with mul-
tiple conditions. The study, 
published in the European 
Journal of Heart Failure, 
found that the drugs signif-

icantly reduced the risk of 
these events in almost all 
patients with overlapping 
cardiovascular, kidney, and 
metabolic diseases.

The only exception was 
patients with a subtype of 
heart failure, who were 
slightly more likely to be 

hospitalized if they took 
a GLP-1RA but still had a 
lower risk of cardiovascu-
lar death. The study authors 
suggest these findings sup-
port the use of GLP-1RAs 
as effective therapies for 
people with singular and 
multiple conditions.

UTSW, from Page 4

Fort Worth and parts of 
Dallas. While in Congress, 
Veasey has been a lead-
ing voice on voting rights, 
economic equity, health-
care access, and expanding 
digital infrastructure. He 
has played a prominent role 
in national discussions on 
technology and opportunity, 
including efforts to close the 
digital divide.

Veasey has also served 
in leadership within the 
Congressional Black Cau-
cus and the Congressional 
Progressive Caucus. The 
congressional primaries in 
Texas are March 3, 2026.

(Black PR Wire) The 
holiday season often fo-
cuses on what we receive, 
but in many communities, 
its true meaning has always 
been rooted in giving. Acts 
of generosity, big or small, 
have long been woven into 

the fabric of Black families 
and neighborhoods. Best 
of all, giving back does not 
have to be costly; heart-
felt gestures can make the 
greatest impact.

Giving not only uplifts 
others but also supports our 

own wellbeing. According 
to the Cleveland Clinic, 
generosity can boost “feel-
good” chemicals in the 
brain, reminding us that do-
ing good truly feels good.

If you’re looking for 
simple ways to give back, 

consider writing holiday 
cards to seniors in nurs-
ing homes, as many spend 
the season without loved 
ones. A warm message can 
brighten their day. Donat-
ing non-expired foods to 
local pantries or offering 

gently used clothing can 
also support families in 
need.

Remember, giving back 
looks different for every-
one. Every thoughtful act 
helps strengthen our com-
munity.

Remember: ‘Tis the Season of Giving Back to the Community



Dr. James L. Snyder

Throughout my life, I 
have dealt with many “pes-
ky” things that provoke the 
dickens out of me. I sure 
do miss those “dickens.” 
When I think I’ve got one 
pesky thing under control, 
another comes along.

I’ve had so many “pes-
ky” things, but I’m still not 
a master in that area.

Recently, a new “pesky” 
thing entered my life.

The new “pesky” thing 
is a fly. I never knew flies 
could be so dominating in 
a person’s life. After all, 
they’re just little things 
with wings. About a month 
ago, I noticed flies buzzing 
around my head, especially 
around my nose, probably 
because I was wearing that 
suspiciously fragrant co-
logne I always wear.

I’m not sure why, be-
cause I blow my nose every 
day, and so there’s nothing 
up my nose that should at-
tract them. And yet, they 
are attracted to my nose all 
day long. No matter where 
I go, there is a fly some-
where attracted to my nose.

In a restaurant this past 
week, I was having lunch 

with The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage, and just 
as we were getting started 
with lunch, a fly buzzed 
around my nose.

I tried swatting him with 
both hands, but only hit 
my nose. The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parson-
age looked at me and said, 
“What are you doing?”

I wasn’t too happy, but I 
responded, “Don’t you see 
these flies buzzing around 
me?”

Then she laughed. There 
are times I like when she 
laughs, and there are times 
when I really don’t like her 
laughing about what she 
was laughing about.

Looking at me, she said, 
“Oh, you silly boy, where 
are those flies coming 
from? I don’t see any!”

Then she told me she 
thought I might be seeing 
floaters in my eyes. I just 
looked at her and shook my 
head and tried to leave it at 
that.

It wasn’t long until that 
fly came at my nose again. 
I clapped my hand on my 
nose, and wouldn’t you 
know it, I got that fly. Look-
ing at my wife, I grinned 
and said, “Does this look 

like a floater?”
She didn’t know what to 

say.
Even when riding in the 

Sissy Van, I am being at-
tacked by these frustrating 
flies. How they get into the 
Sissy Van is beyond any-
thing I can think of right 
now. When I sit down in 
the Sissy Van, I buckle 
my seatbelt and then look 
around very carefully to see 
if there are any flies, and I 
don’t see any.

Somehow, they have a 
way of hiding long enough, 
then attacking my nose. 
The good thing is that I’m 
not driving; otherwise, 
there would be serious con-
sequences.

Trying to hide her chuck-
le, The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage said, 
“Maybe it is the cologne 
you’re wearing. They may 
be attracted to that co-
logne.” Then her giggle 
broke out.

Finally, Sunday came 
and The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage and I went 
to our church service as we 
do every week. She plays 
the piano, I lead the sing-
ing, and then the preaching. 
Something we like to do 

every week.
I was really involved in 

the service and the singing, 
and then started my Sunday 
sermon, not knowing a fly 
was about to turn the ser-
vice into a comedy show.

As I began preaching, 
all of a sudden, there was 
a fly right in front of my 
face. I just swatted, hop-
ing to chase it away. For a 
few seconds, I didn’t see it 
and thought it had just gone 
away.

Then it all began. The 
fly landed on my nose, al-
most going up my nostril. I 
chased it away and thought 
it was gone forever. How-
ever, it came back and 
landed on my cheek, then 
on my ear, and I was get-
ting very frustrated. I didn’t 
want anybody to know that 
I was being distracted by 
this lousy fly.

I was preaching, and 
when I preach, I open my 
mouth. I never gave that 
a thought, but as I was 
preaching, all of a sud-
den, the fly went inside my 
mouth.

Now I have a dilemma 
here. What do I do? How 
do I get rid of the fly? Do 
you think I should spit it 

out in front of everyone? I 
didn’t know what to do.

And then I did the un-
thinkable. I’m known for 
doing things without think-
ing. However, here was the 
worst example of that I’ve 
ever had.

I swallowed the fly, hop-
ing nobody would see what 
happened

Did you ever swallow a 
fly? It is the most disgust-
ing experience I’ve had in 
my whole life. I could feel 
that fly fluttering down my 
throat, landing in my stom-
ach.

I didn’t want anyone to 
know what I just did, so I 
coughed a little and then 
took a sip from my water 
bottle.

Eating a fly during a 
church service is not some-
thing I had ever thought 
about. I tried to keep my 
composure, hoping no one 

had witnessed what I just 
did.

On the way home, a 
verse of scripture came to 
my mind.

Philippians 4:6-7, “Be 
careful for nothing; but in 
every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanks-
giving let your requests 
be made known unto God. 
And the peace of God, 
which passeth all under-
standing, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus.”

No matter the aggrega-
tion, “the peace of God” is 
bigger and brings me peace 
that the world cannot take 
away.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives 
in Ocala, FL with the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Par-
sonage. E-mail jamessny-
der51@gmail.com, website 
www.jamessnyderminis-
tries.com.
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Why Are Flies So Attracted to My Nose?

The team also used small 
animals with ovarian tu-
mors to study the effect of 
their drug combination. 
The animals that received 
greater amounts of the 
drugs lived longer and had 

fewer and smaller tumors.
“This study reflects 

broad collaboration across 
clinical, translational and 
basic science teams at 
UNM Comprehensive Can-
cer Center,” Fan says.

But she cautions that 
more studies are needed 
before the drug combina-
tion can be given to people 
with advanced ovarian 
cancer. And because of the 
variation among ovarian 
cancer patients, not every 
patient may benefit from 

this discovery.
Still, Fan has hope that 

future studies will show a 
potential benefit for many 
people. For them, mak-
ing their treatment a notch 
more effective may enable 
them to live beyond the av-
erage 18 months.

TREATMENT, from Page 4



When most people hear 
of “The 12 Days of Christ-
mas” they think of the 
song. This song had its 
origins as a teaching tool to 
instruct young people in the 
meaning and content of the 
Christian faith.

Each of the items in the 
song represents something 
of a Christian significance. 
The hidden meaning of 
each Gift was designed to 
help Christians learn their 
faith.

The song goes; “On the 
first day of Christmas my 
True Love gave to me.” 
The “True Love” repre-

sents God and the “me” 
represents the one who re-
ceives these presents, the 
Christian.

The “Partridge in a Pear 
Tree” is Jesus Christ who 
died on a tree as a Gift 
from God. The “Two Turtle 
Doves” represents the Old 
and the New Testaments, 
two other Gifts from God.  
The “Three French Hens” 
represents Faith, Hope and 
Love, the three Gifts of the 
Spirit that abide. (1 Corin-
thians 13:13.)                                                              

The “Four Calling Birds” 
represents the four Gospels 
(Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John), which sings the 
song of salvation through 
Jesus Christ.  The “Five 
Golden Rings” represents 
the first five books of the 
Bible (Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy) also called 

the “Books of Moses.”  
The “Six Geese a-laying” 
represents the six days 
of creation. The “Seven 
Swans a Swimming” rep-
resents “Seven Gifts of 
The Holy Spirit: (Words 
of Wisdom & Knowledge, 
Faith, Healing, Working of 
Miracles, Prophecy & Dis-
cernment, Divers Kinds of 
Tongues, and Interpretation 
of Tongues.)” (1 Corinthi-
ans 12: 8-11; Romans 12; 

Ephesians 4; and 1 Peter 
4:10-11.)

The “Eight Maids a 
Milking” symbolizes the 
eight beatitudes (Blessed 
are: the poor in Spirit . . 
., they that mourn . . ., the 
meek . . ., they which do 
hunger and thirst after righ-
teousness . . ., the merciful 

. . ., the pure in heart . . ., 
the peacemakers . . ., they 
which are persecuted for 
righteousness sake . . ., 
Ye, when men shall revile 
you, and say all manner of 
evil against you falsely, for 
my sake . . . Matthew 5:3 
–12.)  The “Nine Ladies 
Dancing” represents nine 
Fruits (Love, Joy, Peace, 
Longsuffering, Gentleness, 
Goodness, Faith, Meek-
ness, and Temperance) of 
the Holy Spirit. (Gala-
tians 5:22-23.)  The “Ten 
Lords a-leaping” represents 
the Ten Commandments.  
The “Eleven Pipers Pip-
ing” represents the eleven 
faithful disciples (Simon, 
who is called Peter; An-
drew; James; John; Philip; 

Bartholomew; Thomas; 
Matthew; James; Leb-
baeus; and Simon, the Ca-
naanite. Matthew 10:2-4.)  
The “Twelve Drummers 
Drumming” represents the 
twelve points of the Apos-
tles Creed.  The next time 
you hear “The 12 Days of 
Christmas” consider how 
this otherwise non-reli-
gious sounding song had 
its origins in the Christian 
faith.

Something to Ponder:  
“To me, the most impor-
tant thing that we can do as 
human beings is give. And 
we must give in propor-
tion to what we are given. 
That being said, I don’t like 
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TARPLEY, from Page 15

NDG Bookshelf: ‘Bloom How You Must’ is a 
Special One for Women

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

You’ve just about had it.
Everything and everybody is 

on your last nerve, which marks 
the official end of any self-re-
straint you might’ve had. You’re 
out of patience, out of breath, out 
of any shred of willingness to 
give things more time. You’re out 
of cares. Nope, as of now, and in 
the new book “Bloom How You 
Must” by Tara Pringle Jefferson, 
you’re taking care of you now.

All it took was a minor health 
crisis.

With two kids, a freelance 
business, and eighteen hour days, 
Tara Pringle Jefferson had been 
experiencing a lot of pain that 
she usually powered through – 
until she couldn’t anymore. Her 
doctor examined her, then told 
her to take the weekend off. Seri-
ously, rest.

This made Jefferson think. For 
generations, Black women had 
made sure what needed doing 
was done. How did they cope 
under oppression, overwork, few 
resources?

Looking into the lives of influ-
ential Black women in history, 
she discovered the secret: self-
care. Even Coretta Scott King 
took time away from Martin and 
the family, Jefferson says. Black 
women have a legacy of self-care 
that’s usually passed down from 

mother to daughter, and it’s up 
to each woman to make sure she 
finds what makes her feel com-
plete again.

Jefferson offers ways to get 
you started.

Physical Wellness reminds 
you to moisturize your skin, eat 
right, get enough sleep, and en-
joy the body you have. Host a 
sister circle for Social Wellness. 
Find your own definition of suc-
cess for Professional Wellness. 
“Do church” in a new way for 
Spiritual Wellness. Don’t let a 
need for Mental Wellness to be 
stigmatized. Find your inner 
child, learn to play again, and 
tap into your Creative Wellness. 
And know that you are a child of 
survivors who gave you strength 
but who also passed down inter-
generational trauma, so be gentle 

and kind to yourself. Remember: 
you’re still rehabilitating.

As with most self-help books, 
“Bloom How You Must” is 
full of a lot of commonsensi-
cal things you probably already 
know. Also, as with most self-
help books, it’s always nice to be 
reminded, with the info you need 
all in one place.

The best thing about this self-
help book is that author Tara 
Pringle Jefferson focuses exclu-
sively on the self-care and well-
being of Black women only. In 
doing so, she reaches into history 
to remind readers that the stress 
they’re experiencing today is a 
modern problem, but it’s also 
nothing new. The care she ad-
vocates, therefore, has tinges of 
ancestry, which is comfortable 
but can also be surprising, in 
that she candidly discusses sex, 
relationships, and changing the 
way readers approach their spiri-
tual well-being. Readers who are 
open and willing to change for 
better health and happiness may 
be taken aback by that, but it’s 
undoubtedly also going to leave 
you thinking.

Men who are curious can abso-
lutely read this book but it’s not 
for them – it’s purely for Black 
women who need help they can 
only get from inside. If that’s 
you, then find “Bloom How You 
Must.” Because you must have it.

to close my eyes at night with-
out having done something for 
someone, whether it’s a random 
act of kindness or a strategically 
planned initiative that will ul-
timately help thousands, if not 
millions. I believe that even in a 
world fraught with war and bla-
tant injustice still, individuals 
must find ways to lessen human 
suffering and impact humanity 
for the better.” --Dr. Donda C. 

West.
I Know 

Not Why:  
I know not why God’s won-
drous grace to me He hath made 
known. I’m truly unworthy, but 
Christ’s love redeemed me for 
His own.

I know not how this sav-
ing faith to me He did import, 
nor how believing in His Word 
wrought peace within my heart.

I know not when my Lord may 
come, at night or noonday fair, 

not if I’ll walk the vale with Him, 
or meet Him in the air.

But; “I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that 
He is able to keep that which 
I’ve committed unto Him against 
that day.”  --Greenville Avenue 
Church of Christ’s Bulletin.

(Editor’s Note: This column 
originally ran in December 
2014. Sister Tarpley passed away 
in May 2024. We keep her words 
alive in our print edition every 
week.)


