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NDG Quote of the Week:
“For Africa to me... is more than a glamorous fact. It is a historical truth. No man can know 
where he is going unless he knows exactly where he has been and exactly how he arrived 
at his present place.”                                                                                     - Maya Angelou

By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

The arrest of Venezuelan President 
Nicolás Maduro by U.S. forces set 
off an immediate reckoning in Wash-
ington, where protesters poured into 
the streets, security tightened around 
federal buildings, and lawmakers 
confronted the reality of an Ameri-
can operation that removed a foreign 
head of state and brought him to U.S. 
soil.

That reckoning widened Monday 
as Maduro was transported under 
heavy guard to federal court in Man-
hattan, with demonstrations unfold-
ing across major U.S. cities and over-
seas, from New York and Chicago 
to Bogotá and Caracas, exposing a 
global divide over the Trump admin-
istration’s military action.

Outside the Metropolitan Deten-
tion Center in Brooklyn, protesters 
chanted for Maduro’s release and 
questioned the legality of the opera-
tion. “What’s stopping Trump from 

doing this to other countries?” said 
Zoe Alexandra of the ANSWER 
Coalition, as demonstrators lined 
the sidewalk near the facility where 
Maduro is being held.

In Detroit, hundreds gathered near 
federal buildings, braving winter 
conditions to oppose the interven-

tion. Organizers said the rallies began 
within hours of the announcement 
of Maduro’s capture and continued 
through the weekend, drawing activ-
ists, labor organizers, and members 
of the Venezuelan diaspora.

From Washington to Bogotá, Protests 
Grow as Maduro Faces U.S. Judge

The reaction overseas was swift and sharply critical. China and Russia condemned the opera-
tion, while leaders across Latin America warned of regional instability. Colombian President 

Gustavo Petro issued one of the most forceful rebukes. (Illustration via NNPA, modified)
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The U.S. Postal Service 
is honoring Phillis Wheat-
ley (1753-1784), the first 
author of African descent 
in the American Colonies 
to publish a book, with the 
49th stamp in the Black 
Heritage series.

Born in West Africa and 
brought to Boston on a 
slave ship, Phillis Wheatley 
was enslaved but educated 
in the Wheatley household. 
Wheatley published her 
first collection, “Poems on 
Various Subjects, Religious 
and Moral,” in 1773. This 
collection showcased her 
impressive mastery of vari-
ous poetic forms, including 
hymns, elegies, and nar-
rative verse, securing her 
place in history. 

Freed from slavery that 
same year, she went on to 
correspond with figures 
such as George Washing-
ton, who praised her poetic 
talent.

Wheatley’s legacy con-
tinues to inspire genera-
tions, earning her the title 
“the mother of African 

American literature.” Be-
fore the Civil War, aboli-
tionists used her accom-
plishments to affirm the 
intellectual capability of 
people of African descent 
and argue against slavery. 

Today schools, libraries, 
community centers and uni-
versity buildings across the 
country have been named 
for Wheatley, and she has 
been the subject of numer-
ous inspirational books for 
children. In 2003, a statue 
of the poet was included 
in a new Boston Women’s 
Memorial. 

The first full-length 
scholarly biography of 
Wheatley was published 

in 2011, with a second bio-
graphical study published 
in 2023, part of an ongoing 
effort to recognize her resil-
ience in adversity.

Antonio Alcalá, an art di-
rector for USPS, designed 
the stamp using an exist-
ing portrait by Kerry James 
Marshall.

The Phillis Wheatley 
stamp will be issued in 
panes of 20. As a Forever 
stamp, it will always be 
equal in value to the current 
First-Class Mail 1-ounce 
price.

Customers may purchase 
stamps and other philatelic 
products through The Post-
al Store at usps.com/shop-
stamps, by calling 844-737-
7826, by mail through USA 
Philatelic or at Post Office 
locations nationwide. 

For officially licensed 
stamp products, shop the 
USPS Officially Licensed 
Collection on Amazon. 
Additional information on 
stamps, First Day of Is-
sue Ceremonies and stamp 
inspired products can be 
found at StampsForever.
com.

On the fifth anniversary 
of January 6, a date now 
fixed in the American con-
science, Capitol Police Of-
ficer Harry Dunn returned 
to the moment that altered 
his life and the nation’s 
course. Appearing on “Let 
It Be Known,” Dunn spoke 
about the unforgettable day 
that’s shaped by time, pain, 
and resolve, revisiting what 
he has called the worst day 
of his life.

Dunn joined the United 
States Capitol Police in 
2008 and has served as a 
Private First Class since 
2011. His career placed 
him on duty for presidential 
inaugurations, joint ses-
sions of Congress, State of 

the Union addresses, and 
hundreds of peaceful pro-
tests. As a Crisis Interven-
tion Officer on the USCP 
Crisis Negotiation Team, 
he was trained for hostage 
situations, barricades, and 
mental health emergencies. 
None of that training, he 
said, prepared him for Janu-

ary 6, 2021.
“I lived the worst day of 

my life on national TV,” 
Dunn said.

Five years later, Dunn 
said something he had not 
always been able to say.

“I’ve healed from that 
trauma,” he said, referring 
to his personal wounds 
from that day.

The healing, which he 
made clear, did not mean 
forgetting. Dunn said it is 
possible to recover person-
ally while remaining trou-
bled by what continues to 
unfold in the country.

“As we look around at 
the things that are going 
on,” he said, “it’s hard to 
be okay with everything. 
If you’re okay right now, I 
feel like you’re kind of like 

a callous soul.”
Dunn said he remains 

focused on what he can 
change and where his voice 
still matters. January 6, he 
noted, made him known to 
much of the world, but it 
did not define the limits of 
his responsibility.

Accountability, or appar-
ent lack of it, ran through 
the conversation. Dunn 
spoke as civil lawsuits 
continue against Presi-
dent Donald Trump and as 
Trump has pardoned those 
convicted for their roles in 
the attack. Dunn said he 
was not surprised, adding 
that Trump had promised 
those pardons openly.

“I knew it was coming,” 
Dunn said. “So, I had time 

to prepare.”
Preparation meant action. 

Dunn said he worked as a 
surrogate for former Vice 
President Kamala Harris 
during the Harris–Walz 
campaign, trying to stop 
Trump’s return to office. 
When that effort failed, he 
said the pain was not sud-
den. It was familiar.

“The wounds were al-
ready there,” Dunn said. “I 
just had time to brace for 
it.”

Dunn rejected calls to 
move on from January 6, 
saying the record remains 
unsettled.

“History bends toward 
distortion when account-
ability is denied,” he said. 
“A hundred years from 

now, somebody is going to 
read about January 6 and 
read that he was elected 
again and ask, ‘How could 
that happen?’”

He said Americans do not 
need explanation to under-
stand what occurred inside 
and around the Capitol.

“You don’t need a talk-
ing head,” Dunn said. “Just 
press play. Put it on mute. 
Watch.”

Dunn recalled how riot-
ers filmed themselves, how 
juries later watched those 
same videos in court, and 
how the attackers felt em-
boldened. He said they told 
officers repeatedly that the 
president had sent them.
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By Lauren Victoria Burke
NNPA Newswire Contributor

President Donald Trump 
has ordered the bombing 
of seven countries in 2025. 
They are Iran, Iraq, Nige-
ria, Somalia, Syria, Ven-
ezuela and Yemen. There 
has been no congressional 
authorization for any of the 
military action. Trump is 
also threatening Columbia 
and Cuba.

On the afternoon of Janu-
ary 5, Trump’s Secretary of 
Defense Pete Hegseth, At-
torney General Pam Bondi, 
Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio and CIA Director 
John Ratcliffe met meet 
with members of Congress 
on their latest military ac-
tion.

But a growing question is 
haunting some members of 
Congress: Is Congress now 
irrelevant? Trump is ignor-
ing Congress’ Constitution-
al authority on domestic 
and foreign military actions 
regarding the declaration of 
war. 

There are many crit-
ics pressing Democrats to 
“take action” but no one in 
Congress or out appears to 
have a definitive answer on 
how to stop Trump from ig-
noring the constitution and 
the legislative branch.

During a January 4 emer-
gency zoom call sched-
uled by House Democratic 
Leader Hakeem Jeffries 
with House Democrats, 
a senior Democrat “went 
there” on the question of 

Congress’ lack of power 
against a President who 
operates as if the legisla-
tive branch doesn’t exist. 
Though the emergency 
meeting was mostly fo-
cused on messaging, the 
larger question of congres-
sional relevance in a nag-
ging one.

Congress returns to ses-
sion after the Christmas 
break on January 6. Dem-
ocrats expected to be fo-
cused on the rise in health 
care costs for millions of 
Americans after the Repub-
lican controlled House and 
Senate failed to pass an ex-
tension of tax credits for the 
Affordable Care Act. 

The other topic that ex-
ploded in the news over the 
Christmas break was the 
partial release of the Ep-
stein files. The latest docu-
ment drop has included 
hundreds of photographs 

along with thousands of 
lines of redactions that ap-
pear to conceal the involve-
ment of Donald Trump.

But when Trump bombed 
Venezuela on January 3 and 
abducted President Nicolás 
Maduro, the direction of 
the news cycle changed.

Congressman Greg 
Meeks, who is the senior 
member on the House 
Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, was a prominent 
voice on the emergency 
call. Questions about the 
U.S. becoming the “world 
police” emerged in general 
several times.

“The U.S. military to at-
tempt regime change in a 
sovereign foreign nation, 
without approval from 
Congress, without a de-
fined objective or plan for 
the day after, and without 
support from our allies, 
risks entangling the United 

States in an open-ended 
conflict in Venezuela that 
could destabilize the en-
tire region,” Rep. Meeks 
declared in a statement on 
January 3.

“There’s nothing ‘Amer-
ica-First’ about deploying 
American sons and daugh-
ters to Latin America with 
no plan and no Congressio-
nal oversight,” said Senator 
Mark Warner, the senior 
Democrat on the Senate 
Intelligence Committee on 
January 4.

Members were heard to 
agree that Trump believes 
that he can do whatever he 
wants in the same model as 
Vladimir Putin — with no 
explanation presented other 
than the existence of raw 
power.

Democrats in Congress 
are expected to bring up 
the war powers resolution 
this week. When the Sun-
day emergency zoom call 
ended there was no stated 
conclusion as to what Dem-
ocratic messaging will be 
this week.

Lauren Victoria Burke 
is an independent investi-
gative journalist and the 
founder of Black Virginia 
News. She is a political 
analyst who appears on 
#RolandMartinUnfiltered 
and hosts the show LAU-
REN LIVE on YouTube 
@LaurenVictoriaBurke. 
She can be contacted at 
LBurke007@gmail.com 
and on twitter at @LV-
Burke.
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“There’s nothing ‘America-First’ 
about deploying American sons 
and daughters to Latin America 
with no plan and no Congressional        
oversight.”

                           - Sen. Mark Warner



(Newswise) — Cell-
based immunotherapies 
have transformed cancer 
treatment, yet their wide-
spread use remains con-
strained by safety risks, 
manufacturing complexity, 
and limited effectiveness 
against solid tumors. CAR-
T cell therapy, while highly 
effective in certain blood 
cancers, is frequently asso-
ciated with cytokine release 
syndrome, neurotoxicity, 
and prolonged production 
timelines. These challenges 
highlight the need for al-
ternative immune cell plat-
forms that retain antitumor 
potency while reducing 
clinical risk. Natural killer 
cells possess inherent cyto-
toxicity, do not require an-
tigen presentation through 
major histocompatibility 
complexes, and rarely cause 
graft-versus-host disease. 
Based on these challenges, 
there is a growing need 
to explore CAR-NK cell 
therapy as a safer and more 
adaptable immunotherapeu-
tic strategy.

In a review published 
(DOI: 10.1007/s12519-025-
00998-0) in World Journal 
of Pediatrics in Novem-

ber 2025, researchers from 
Children’s Hospital, Zhe-
jiang University School of 
Medicine, together with 
collaborators from multiple 
medical and research insti-
tutions across China, com-
prehensively summarize 
recent advances in CAR-
NK cell therapy. The review 
examines progress in CAR 
design, natural killer cell 
sourcing, expansion tech-
nologies, and gene-transfer 
strategies, while also as-
sessing emerging preclini-
cal and clinical evidence. 
The authors highlight how 
CAR-NK cells may offer 
safer, scalable, and more 
accessible alternatives to 

existing CAR-T therapies, 
particularly in cancer and 
immune-related diseases.

The review describes 
CAR-NK cells as engi-
neered immune effectors 
that integrate synthetic an-
tigen-recognition receptors 
with the natural cytotoxic 
mechanisms of NK cells. 
Compared with T cells, NK 
cells can eliminate target 
cells through multiple path-
ways, including perforin-
granzyme release and death-
receptor signaling, while 
also retaining the ability to 
kill antigen-negative tumor 
variants. This dual targeting 
capacity may reduce tumor 
escape, a common cause of 

relapse.
Technological innova-

tions have significantly 
improved CAR-NK per-
formance. Optimized CAR 
structures tailored to NK-
specific signaling pathways 
enhance activation strength 

and persistence. Diverse 
cell sources—including 
peripheral blood, umbili-
cal cord blood, and induced 
pluripotent stem cells—en-
able large-scale production 
and cryopreservation, sup-
porting off-the-shelf treat-
ment models. Advances in 
viral and non-viral gene-
transfer methods further in-
crease manufacturing flex-
ibility and safety.

Clinically, CAR-NK cells 
have demonstrated encour-
aging safety profiles and 
preliminary efficacy in he-
matological malignancies, 
with minimal reports of 
cytokine release syndrome 
or neurotoxicity. Emerging 
data also suggest potential 
applications in solid tumors 
and autoimmune diseases, 

although challenges remain 
in maintaining in-vivo per-
sistence and overcoming 
immunosuppressive tumor 
microenvironments. Collec-
tively, these developments 
position CAR-NK therapy 
as a rapidly evolving immu-
notherapeutic platform.

“CAR-NK cell therapy 
represents a strategic shift 
in immune engineering,” 
the authors note. “By lever-
aging the intrinsic biology 
of natural killer cells, this 
approach offers the possibil-
ity of safer, readily available 
cellular therapies without 
compromising antitumor 
activity.” The review em-
phasizes that continued op-
timization of CAR design, 
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Engineering Natural Killer Cells May Reshape the Cancer Immunotherapy

By Johanna Younghans Baker

(Newswise) — The rise 
of private equity firms in-
vesting in health care fa-
cilities across the United 
States has been exploding 
in the last decade.

Because of that rapid 
growth, researchers have 
been digging into what this 
could mean for health care 
and patients in the long 
term.

In recent years, private 
equity firms have become 

more active in the fertility 
space, where many patients 
seek care for reproductive 
issues and pursue in vitro 
fertilization, or IVF, which 
costs thousands of dollars, 
and usually isn’t covered 
by insurance.

James Dupree, M.D., 
M.P.H., and his colleagues 
wanted to explore what 
these changes could mean 
for patients with infertility.  
Dupree is a professor of 
urology and obstetrics and 
gynecology at the Univer-

sity of Michigan Medical 
School, who directs U-M 
Health’s Male Fertility 
Preservation Program and 
studies fertility care.

In their new paper pub-
lished in JAMA, the team 
shows that since 2013, ex-
pansive growth has been 
seen in affiliations between 
fertility clinics and private 
equity firms.

They also find that over 
half of IVF cycles in the 

Researchers Find Over 50% of IVF Cycles 
Are Now Done at Fertility Clinics Affiliated 

with Private Equity Firms

See IVF, Page 11
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Trump Says He Is Saving Nigerian Christians. History Knows This Story Well
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Senior National
Correspondent

Donald Trump says U.S. 
bombs fell on Nigeria to 
protect Christians.  That 
explanation does not sur-
vive memory, geography, 
or fact.

On Christmas Day, 
American missiles struck 
northern Nigeria. The ad-
ministration said the tar-
gets were terrorists killing 
Christians. But the same 
administration had already 
stripped away humanitarian 
aid, dismantled U.S. Agen-
cy for International De-
velopment (USAID) pro-
grams, shut asylum doors, 
and blocked visas for Nige-
rians fleeing violence. The 
hand that claimed salva-
tion had already withdrawn 
food, medicine, and refuge.

Nigeria is not a parable. 
It is a place where Muslims 
and Christians live side by 
side, where violence grows 
from drought, land loss, 
criminal networks, and 
borders carved by Euro-

pean powers to guarantee 
friction long after inde-
pendence. The bloodshed 
there is not governed by 
scripture. It is governed by 
scarcity and power.

Professor Uju Anya 
named the contradic-
tion without decoration. 
“Trump says he’s protect-
ing Nigerian Christians,” 
Anya said. “Trump shuts 
down USAID and kills Ni-
gerian Christians. Trump 
bans asylum for Nigerian 
Christians. Trump bans vi-
sas for Nigerian Christians. 
Trump bombs Nigeria, 
causing more misery, in-
security, and instability for 
Nigerian Christians.”

That misery was predict-
able.

When USAID was dis-
mantled, clinics closed 
and food support vanished. 
More than a quarter-million 
people in Nigeria relied di-
rectly on U.S.-backed as-
sistance. Those lives were 
weighed and dismissed 
before the first missile was 
launched.

Then came the strikes.
Witnesses described mis-

siles tearing into farmland 
and open fields. Anti-war 
journalist Dave DeCamp 
reported that multiple U.S. 
missiles failed to detonate, 
sinking into the ground. 
The operation cost nearly 

$30 million. No evidence 
was released tying the 
bombed areas to the kill-
ings Trump cited.

At the same time, the ad-
ministration also bombed 
Somalia. By DeCamp’s 
count, U.S. Africa Com-
mand has carried out at 
least 127 airstrikes in So-
malia this year alone, more 
than double the previous 
annual record. AFRICOM 
has largely stopped re-
sponding to press inquiries.

The facts on Nigeria fur-
ther unravel the story being 
told.

From 2020 through 
2025, more Muslims than 
Christians were killed in 
religiously targeted at-
tacks. Armed groups such 
as Boko Haram and ISIS–
West Africa primarily kill 
Muslims who resist them, 
alongside Christians and 
others. The deadliest Chris-
tian losses have largely oc-
curred in Nigeria’s Middle 
Belt, not in the northern 
regions struck by U.S. 
bombs.

If the goal were protec-

tion, the map would not 
look like this.

Northern Nigeria sits be-
neath Niger and alongside 
Mali and Burkina Faso, 
members of the Sahel al-
liance that expelled West-
ern military forces and re-
claimed control over gold, 
gas, uranium, and other 
strategic minerals. Niger is 
one of the world’s leading 
suppliers of uranium. Mali 
and Burkina Faso sit atop 
vast gold reserves. Nigeria 
remains Africa’s largest oil 
producer and holds signifi-
cant rare earth deposits.

This pattern is not new.
In a social media post, 

human rights lawyer Chief 
Malcolm Emokiniovon 
Omirhobo described the 
strikes as part of a broader 
design. “The United States 
of America is not interested 
in the lives of Black Chris-
tians in Northern Nigeria,” 
Omirhobo said. “The real 
interest of the U.S. is geo-
strategic control.”

He said Nigeria is be-
ing positioned as a military 
launchpad for pressure and 

potential regime-change 
operations against Niger, 
Mali, and Burkina Faso. 
“This has nothing to do 
with Christianity,” Omirho-
bo said. “This has every-
thing to do with resources, 
power, and influence.”

The selective outrage has 
been noticed.

Former MSNBC host 
Keith Olbermann ques-
tioned why Trump claimed 
moral urgency over Chris-
tians in Nigeria while re-
maining silent about Chris-
tians killed during Russia’s 
war in Ukraine.

Members of Congress 
have also raised alarms. 
Texas Democratic Rep. 
Jasmine Crockett warned 
against normalizing evi-
dence-free violence. “None 
of this should be normal-
ized,” Crockett said, not-
ing that Trump has bombed 
Iran, Iraq, Syria, Somalia, 
Nigeria, Yemen, and targets 
in the Caribbean and East-
ern Pacific this year alone.

Nigeria is left with the 

See NIGERIA, Page 10
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Thursday, January 22, 2026

5:30 p.m.
Turney W. Leonard Governance 

and Training Center
Conference Area

5151 Samuell Blvd. 
Dallas, TX 75228

The 2024-2025 DISD Annual Performance Report

The Dallas Independent School District will hold a public 
hearing to share information with the community regarding 
the educational performance of the district.  The Meeting 
will take place at 5:30 p.m., Thursday, January 22, 2026, 
Conference Area, 5151 Samuell Blvd. 

Persons interested in making comments at the public hear-
ing must register to speak by  contacting   Board   Services   
at   (972)   925-3720.   Registration   will   begin   at   7:30   
a.m., Tuesday, January 20, through Wednesday, January 
21, at 5 p.m

Collin College Named a 2025 Best for Vets College
Collin College has been 

named one of the 2025 
Best for Vets Colleges by 
Military Times. This is the 
13th year that the college 
has received the distinc-
tion. This year, the college 
was ranked 70 out of 357 
colleges and universities 
across the nation.

“It is a distinct privilege 
to support our veterans and 
their families by providing 
excellent accessible educa-
tion as well as comprehen-
sive resources,” said Dr. 
Neil Matkin, Collin Col-
lege district president. “We 
are grateful to receive this 
recognition from Military 
Times.” 

Across Texas, Collin 

College ranked seventh and 
was named the top commu-
nity college in the state for 
veterans.  

Rankings are based on 
publicly available data 
from the U.S. Departments 
of Education, Veterans Af-
fairs, and Defense, as well 
as survey results assessing 
veteran and military ser-
vices and rates of academic 
achievement. According 

to Military Times, 357 
schools participated in the 
latest Best for Vets: Col-
leges survey. The survey 
includes questions about 
success metrics such as 
completion, retention, per-
sistence, grade point aver-
age, and graduation, in ad-
dition to military-specific 
resources, level of financial 
assistance offered, admis-
sions and registration poli-

cies, and human resources.  
Collin College served 

more than 2,700 veterans 
and military-connected 
students in 2024-25, the 
period for which the survey 
was conducted. The district 
works to ensure that veter-
ans have the support they 
need to get the most out of 
their college experience. 
Information on financial 
aid, Veterans Affairs edu-
cation benefits, personal 
counseling, and member-
ship in the Student Veter-

ans of America is avail-
able through the college’s 
Veterans Resource Centers 
(www.collin.edu/studentre-
sources/veteransresources). 

Collin College serves ap-
proximately 60,000 credit 
and continuing education 
students annually and of-
fers more than 200 degrees 
and certificates, including 
a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing (BSN), a Bach-
elor of Applied Technology 
(BAT) in Cybersecurity, a 
Bachelor of Applied Sci-

ence (BAS) in Construction 
Management, a Bachelor of 
Applied Science (BAS) in 
Clinical Operations Man-
agement, and a new Bach-
elor of Applied Technology 
(BAT) in Software Devel-
opment. The only public 
college based in Collin 
County, Collin College is a 
partner to business, govern-
ment, and industry, provid-
ing customized training and 
workforce development. 
For more information, visit 
www.collin.edu.

PVAMU receives $1.98M state grant to 
support Texas semiconductor workforce

PRAIRIE VIEW– Prai-
rie View A&M University 
is expanding its role in one 
of Texas’ most critical and 
fast-growing industries.

Governor Greg Abbott 
has awarded the Univer-
sity a $1.98 million Texas 
Semiconductor Innova-
tion Fund grant to support 
a workforce development 
initiative that prepares 
students for high-demand 
jobs in the semiconductor 
manufacturing industry. 
The investment strengthens 
Texas’ talent pipeline while 
reinforcing the state’s lead-
ership in advanced technol-
ogy.

The initiative, based at 
PVAMU, focuses on 3D 
Heterogeneous Integration, 
a next-generation micro-
electronics approach that 
improves performance by 
stacking and integrating 
multiple semiconductor 
components into a single 
package. This technology 
plays a growing role in in-
dustries such as defense, 
aerospace, computing, and 
advanced manufacturing.

“Texas is investing in 
the workforce of tomor-
row today,” said Gover-
nor Greg Abbott. “Prairie 
View A&M University, the 
second-oldest public higher 

education institution in Tex-
as, has built an unparalleled 
reputation for empowering 
scholars. This specialized 
workforce training program 
will further Texas’s leader-
ship in cutting-edge micro-
electronics, enhance nation-
al security by strengthening 
domestic semiconductor 
manufacturing, and expand 
the path to better jobs and 
bigger paycheck opportuni-
ties for Texans for years to 
come.”

Led by the Roy G. Perry 
College of Engineering, 
the program will provide 

See PVAMU, Page 13
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2026 Denton Black Film Festival Releases Featured Programming and Films
(Black PR Wire) DEN-

TON  — Denton Black 
Film Festival is rolling out a 
powerful 2026 program an-
chored in the theme “Hope 
& Courage,” and the heart 
of that experience lives in a 
handful of flagship, must-
talk-about events.

This year’s Tier 1 high-
lights are designed to feel 
less like a schedule and 
more like a movement, fea-
turing a festive Red Carpet 
world premier to art, mu-
sic, spoken word, comedy, 
faith, and family-friendly 
films.

“We’re excited to pre-
mier Quakertown USA, 
representing the first time 
that our festival has directly 
invested in producing this 
film chronicling a critical 
part of our region’s histo-
ry,” says Harry Eaddy, one 
of the festival founders and 

executive director.
Added Linda Eaddy, as-

sociate festival director 
and director of film pro-
gramming, “We will have 
more than 95 films, and our 
schedule is rich in content, 
offering something for ev-
eryone.”

Festival anchors:
opening, closing,
Hope & Courage

Opening Night at Cam-
pus Theatre on Thursday, 

January 29 will serve as 
the festival’s red-carpet 
premiere of Quakertown 
USA, a spotlight film tied 
deeply to Denton history. 
The celebrated event is the 
highest-visibility screen-
ing of the year and a core 
moment for community, 
filmmakers, and media. For 
the first time, there will be 
a full day of programming 
on Sunday that is crafted 
as an emotional finale that 

fully aligns with the Hope 
& Courage theme, giving 
audiences a resonant, re-
flective sendoff. Together, 
these bookend events frame 
DBFF 2026 as a story-driv-
en journey that begins with 
celebration and ends with 
inspiration.

Featured films
The “STAX/SOULS-

VILLE U.S.A.” series, part 
of a larger STAX focus, 
brings a nationally recog-
nized story of Black mu-
sic, culture, and resistance 
into the heart of the festi-
val, supported by director 
participation and music-
related programming. “A 
Portrait of a Postman” and 

“The Inquisitor” (Barbara 
Jordan’s story) round out 
the legacy lane, blending 
Texas-rooted storytelling 
with history of national and 
international significance. 
The festival also will show 
“Beyond the Headlines: 
The NABJ Journey”, a doc-
umentary commemorating 
the 50th anniversary of the 
National Association of 
Black Journalists (NABJ).
The film shares the organi-
zation’s illustrious history 
and vision for the future.

Laughter, faith, and 
tough conversations

The Laugh Out Loud 
Comedy Showcase will be 
a live, high-energy event, 

offering festival-goers a 
night of joy and nostalgia. 
Featured acts include for-
mer Tom Joyner Morning 
Show co-host Sybil Wilkes 
and longtime show writer, 
Myra J. The State of the 
Black Church panel, featur-
ing leading voices from the 
pulpit and community, will 
tackle the evolving role of 
the Black church in com-
munity life, justice, and 
healing. Financial-planning 
and “AI-for-the-people” 
sessions are also prioritized 
as accessible, real-world 
conversations that connect 
festival audiences with 
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“They were telling us, 
‘The president said we 
could,’” Dunn said.

He addressed compari-
sons often drawn between 
January 6 and Black Lives 
Matter protests. Dunn said 
Black Lives Matter demon-
strators came to the Capitol, 
protested, shouted, and left.

“They didn’t storm the 
Capitol,” he said. “Every 
single person went home 
that night. I can’t say the 
same thing about January 
6.”

Dunn spoke of officers 
who died and of others who 
later took their own lives. 
He said attempts to equate 
the events ignore those 
losses.

The conversation turned 
to the present, with Dunn 
saying January 6 laid 
groundwork for what he 
sees now, from threats 

against other nations to 
the erosion of democratic 
norms. He said Americans 
were warned in advance.

“He told us what he was 
going to do,” Dunn said. 
“And when he did it, people 
acted surprised.”

The cost, he said, remains 
deeply personal. Dunn de-
scribed election night as 
feeling like a knife through 
his heart, saying it was dif-
ficult to accept that many 
voters returned to power a 
man he holds responsible 
for one of the darkest days 
in U.S. history.

Dunn said he continues 
to receive hateful messages 
and death threats, including 
in recent weeks. He said he 
takes precautions, leans on 
his community, and keeps 
showing up.

“That means I’m doing 
something right,” he said.

Dunn also discussed 
his New York Times best-
selling memoir, “Stand-
ing My Ground: A Capitol 
Police Officer’s Fight for 
Accountability and Good 
Trouble After January 6th,” 
which he said was part of 
his healing.

“Where does it end?” 
Dunn said. “The story is 
still being written. You can 
add to it, but you can’t take 
away from it.”

He said he now speaks 
across the country about 
resilience, rejecting easy 
assurances.

“I don’t know if it’s go-
ing to be okay,” Dunn said. 
“But I do know if we don’t 
fight, if we don’t show up, 
they’re going to steamroll 
us.”

He paused, then offered 
what he could promise.

“If we show up,” Dunn 
said, “we give ourselves a 
fighting chance.”

DUNN, from Page 2

Cowboys Face Hard Questions After Another Lost Season
By Jamal Baker
NDG Sports Writer

Despite being hope-
ful to end a disappointing 
2025 season on a positive 
note, the Dallas Cowboys 
suffered a 34-17 loss to 
the New York Giants at 
MetLife Stadium this past 
Sunday.

The Giants snapped a 
nine-game head-to-head 
losing streak against the 
Cowboys—causing Dallas 
to finish with a record of 
7-9-1 and have consecutive 
losing seasons for the first 
time since 2000-02.

“I’m disappointed, yeah, 
of course. Absolutely,” 
head coach Brian Schotten-
heimer said. “The question 
is why. We need to look 
and figure out why. I did 
not think that we would be 
7-9-1. I didn’t think that we 

wouldn’t be in the playoffs. 
I expected to be in the play-
offs and competing for the 
Super Bowl.”

“We did not do that. 
That starts with me. And I 
understand that. But I can 
promise you this: We’re 
gonna get to the bottom of 
it. We’re gonna work our 
asses off to figure it out. 
We’re gonna adjust and 
make changes that we need 
to do to help us get there.”

Quarterback Dak Prescott 
had a phenomenal season 

statistically, yet for the first 
time in his career, the Cow-
boys missed the postseason 
with him healthy and avail-
able all year.

“It’s frustrating. Tired of 
it, I’ve got to deal with it,” 
Prescott said. “Sure, tired, 
but it’s up to me to control. 
And that’s why I said this 
year was as frustrating as 
anything… I take account-
ability, don’t get me wrong, 
in so many ways, the leader 
I am, I’m frustrated, always 
trying to figure out what I 

could’ve done better… I do 
still put some of it on my-
self, but unfortunately we 
just didn’t get it done.”

While Prescott showed 
his nobility in shouldering 
some of the blame for a 
dreadful season, it’s no se-
cret that the defensive side 

of the ball is what truly held 
the Cowboys back all year.

Consequently, Dallas 
parted ways with defen-
sive coordinator Matt Eb-
erflus—marking the fourth 
time in as many seasons 
that they will have a new 
defensive coordinator.

“After reviewing and dis-
cussing the results of our 
defensive performance this 
season, though, it was clear 
that change is needed,” 
Cowboys owner and gener-
al manager Jerry Jones said 
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in a statement. “This is the 
first step in that process and 
we will continue to review 
as it applies to reaching our 
much higher expectations.”

The Cowboys allowed a 

league leading 30.1 points 
per game and gave up the 
second-most yards (6,409) 
in franchise history.

While it’s easy to put all 
the blame on Eberflus, Dal-

las still has gaping holes 
across the defense that need 
to be addressed in the 2026 
NFL Draft and free agency 
cycle.

The good news is that 
the Cowboys will have an 
opportunity to draft a high-

level player with their 12th 
overall selection in this up-
coming draft. Dallas also 
still owns the Packers’ 2026 
first round pick, and the se-
lection slot will depend on 

how Green Bay performs in 
the postseason.

Unless there is an offen-
sive player you absolutely 
cannot pass up on, the 
Cowboys would be wise 

to double dip on defense in 
the first round.

If it were up to me, I’d 
use every draft pick on de-
fense until the fifth round… 
maybe.

COWBOYS, from Page 8

GARLAND  — The 
NAACP Garland Unit will 
host its 37th annual Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Pa-
rade and March on Satur-
day, Jan. 17, 2026, begin-
ning at 10 a.m., continuing 
a decadeslong tradition 
honoring the civil rights 
leader’s legacy.

The parade will begin 
on Dairy Road at Garden 
Drive near Embree Park 
and proceed through sever-
al downtown streets before 
ending at the Granville Arts 
Center, 300 N. Fifth St.

The route includes 
northbound travel on Dairy 
Road to Highway 66 (Ave-

nue D), west to First Street, 
north to Highway 66 (Ave-
nue B), west to Fifth Street 

and north to Austin Street.
The 2026 theme is 

“Spotlighting Alphas and 

Omegas on MLK Day,” 
highlighting the contribu-
tions of Alpha Phi Alpha 

and Omega Psi Phi frater-
nities. 

Serving as grand mar-
shals are Gayelord Gray, 
basileus of Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity Inc.’s Theta 
Alpha Chapter; Cedric F. 
Washington, president of 
Alpha Phi Alpha Frater-
nity Inc.’s Xi Tau Lambda 
Chapter; and Asonye J. 
Ordu, basileus of Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity Inc.’s 
Delta Xi Chapter.

Following the parade, 
the celebration will contin-
ue with the MLK musical, 
“Freedom’s Symphony,” at 
noon at the Granville Arts 
Center. 

The event is free and 
open to the public. Youth 
performers will take the 
stage, parade entry contest 
winners will be announced, 
and the 2026 grand mar-
shals will be formally rec-
ognized.

MLK weekend activities 
will conclude Sunday, Jan. 
18, with the MLK Youth 
Extravaganza at 4 p.m. at 
the Granville Arts Center. 

The free program will 
feature youth from area 
churches, Garland ISD and 
local youth organizations 
showcasing praise dance, 
modern dance and step 
routines.

Garland NAACP to Host a Slate of Activities to Celebrate MLK
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consequences.
President Bola Ahmed 

Tinubu now governs a 
country pulled deeper into 
proxy conflict, religious 
polarization, and regional 
instability. 

History offers no reas-
surance. From Libya to 
Iraq to Afghanistan, U.S. 
bombs have never stayed 
to rebuild what they de-
stroyed.

“When the dust settles,” 

Omirhobo warned. “The 
U.S. will leave just as it left 
Afghanistan, Iraq, and Lib-
ya, and Nigeria will be left 
to deal with the blowback: 
deeper insecurity, ethnic 
tension, religious polariza-
tion, and a weakened sov-
ereignty.”

NIGERIA, from Page 5

Carmen de Lavallade, the celebrated modern dancer, choreographer, 
and actress whose artistry helped shape generations of performers, 
died on Monday, December 29, 2025. (Photo provided by New York 

Carib News / @carmendelavallade on Instagram.)

Carmen de Lavallade, Iconic Dancer 
and Choreographer, Dies at 94

New York Carib News

Carmen de Lavallade, the 
celebrated modern dancer, 
choreographer, and actress 
whose artistry helped shape 
generations of performers, 
died on Monday, Decem-
ber 29, at the age of 94. Her 
death was announced by the 
Alvin Ailey American Dance 
Theater, where she served 
for many years as a principal 
guest performer and creative 
force.

In a statement shared on 
social media, the company 
paid tribute to her last-
ing influence on dance and 
culture. The organization 
honored her extraordinary 
life, boundless artistry, and 
the many generations she 
shaped through her work, 
wisdom, and commanding 
presence.

De Lavallade’s career 
spanned more than seven de-
cades and crossed the worlds 
of modern dance, ballet, 
theater, film, and television. 
She began her professional 
journey in Los Angeles with 
the racially integrated Les-
ter Horton Dance Theater, 
where she developed a pow-
erful and expressive style 
that would later captivate 
audiences around the world. 
It was during this period that 
she formed a close artistic 
bond with fellow dancer 
Alvin Ailey, who would be-
come one of her most impor-
tant collaborators.

She later relocated to New 
York City alongside Ailey, 
quickly establishing herself 
as a magnetic performer 
known for her emotional 
depth and commanding 
stage presence. Her work 
extended far beyond the 
concert stage, encompassing 
choreography, acting, and 
nightclub performance, and 
she appeared across a wide 
range of artistic platforms 
throughout her career.

De Lavallade often cred-
ited her inspiration to her 
cousin Janet Collins, one of 
the first African American 
ballerinas to break racial 
barriers in classical dance. 
Collins went on to become 
the first Black principal 
dancer at the Metropolitan 
Opera, paving the way for 
de Lavallade’s own historic 
achievements. Between 
1955 and 1958, de Lavallade 

performed as a prima balle-
rina in productions including 
Aida and Samson and Deli-
lah at the Met.

Her Broadway debut 
came in 1954 when she ap-
peared alongside Ailey in the 
musical House of Flowers, 
written by Truman Capote 
with music by Harold Arlen. 
During that production, she 
met her husband and fre-
quent creative partner, actor 
and choreographer Geoffrey 
Holder. Their collaboration 
would become one of the 
most admired artistic part-
nerships of their era.

Her talent soon attracted 
the attention of major fig-
ures in Black entertainment, 
including actress and singer 
Lena Horne, who helped de 
Lavallade secure film op-
portunities. She went on to 



On Dec. 31, the Dallas 
County Elections Depart-
ment (DCED) finalized 
contracts to conduct the 
March Primary Election 
for both political parties.

Under the signed con-
tracts, the March Primary 
Election will be admin-
istered as separate, non-
joint primary elections. 
Both parties will use 
Dallas County election 
equipment, and no hand-
counting of ballots will be 
conducted.

Key provisions of the 
contracts include:

• Separate non-joint pri-
mary elections

• Use of Dallas County 

election equipment
• No hand-counting of 

ballots
Early Voting:
• Countywide Vote Cen-

ters for both parties, al-
lowing voters to vote at 
any Vote Center during the 
Early Voting period

Election Day Voting:

• Dallas County Re-
publican Party (DCRP) 
Primary: Precinct-based 
voting, requiring voters to 
vote at their assigned poll-
ing place

• Dallas County Demo-
cratic Party (DCDP) Pri-
mary: Countywide Vote 
Centers on Election Day, 
contingent upon approval 
by the Texas Secretary of 
State no later than January 
16th

  - If approval is not 
granted, DCDP voters will 
also vote at their assigned 
precinct polling places

In the weeks leading up 
to the contract deadline, 
DCED remained in ac-

tive negotiations with both 
political parties regard-
ing the administration of 
a non-joint primary elec-
tion, including a proposal 
from the DCRP for hand-
counting ballots on Elec-
tion Day. 

While negotiations were 
productive and nearing 
completion, they were 
not finalized by the origi-
nal Dec. 20th deadline. In 
recognition of the prog-
ress made and each party’s 
statutory role in planning 
and conducting its primary 
election, DCED extended 
the deadline to Dec 31st. 

On Monday, DCED was 
informed by the Dallas 

County Republican Party 
that it had decided to dis-
continue plans for hand-
counting ballots. This 
decision allowed DCED 
to promptly finalize the 
DCRP’s election contract.

DCED then focused on 
provisions requested by the 
Dallas County Democratic 
Party to allow countywide 
voting at Vote Centers on 
Election Day. 

Prior communications 
from the Texas Secretary 
of State’s office appeared 
to not permit countywide 
voting unless BOTH par-
ties used Countywide Vote 
Centers on Election Day. 

The finalized contract 

provides that, if the DCDP 
obtains the necessary ap-
proval from the Texas Sec-
retary of State, DCED will 
implement countywide 
Vote Centers for Demo-
cratic Primary voters on 
Election Day. In addition, 
DCRP agreed to add word-
ing to their contract to ex-
pressly permit the DCDP 
to utilize countywide Vote 
Centers if proper approval 
was given by the Texas 
Secretary of State.

Voters are encouraged to 
visit DallasCountyVotes.
org for updates, polling 
place information, and ad-
ditional details as the elec-
tion approaches.
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January 1, 2026 
Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing business in the North 
Texas market since 1963. With clients such as TxDOT, Dallas County Public Works, and the 
Cities of Dallas, Fort Worth, Richardson, and Mansfield (plus many others), we have a strong 
backlog of work in the highway market locally. 
We are currently hiring for the following positions: 
•  Mechanic (Shop) 
•  Laborer (Earthwork) 
•  Form Setter (Structures) 
•  Dozer Operator (Earthwork) 
•  Roller Operator (Earthwork) 
•  Mixer Operator (Earthwork)   
•  Finisher (Structures, Paving) 
•  Loader Operator (Earthwork) 
•  Excavator Operator (Earthwork) 
•  Slipform Machine Operator (Paving) 
•  Motor Grader Operator (Earthwork) 
•  CDL Drivers (Haul Truck, End Dump) 
•  Off Road Hauler Operator (Earthwork)  
•  Barricade Servicer (Must have valid DL) 
Available: multiple openings 
Rate: Negotiable 
Must have own transportation. 
Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (depending on position) 
Physical and Drug Screen Required 
Must have a Clear Background 
Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs.)

country in 2023 were done 
at clinics affiliated with pri-
vate equity firms.

A federal law requires ev-
ery fertility clinic to report 
data about their IVF cycles 
to the federal Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

The team used those re-
ports from 2013 to 2022 to 
examine every IVF clinic in 
the country, which includes 
private practices and hospi-
tal-based clinics.

They used other data-
bases and online searches to 
identify which clinics were 
affiliated with private eq-
uity firms.

What they found was 
pretty dramatic growth. In 
2013, only 4% of fertility 
clinics were affiliated with 
private equity firms. But 
since then, the number has 
exploded.

“As of 2023, we estimate 
that 32% of IVF clinics 
were affiliated with private 
equity firms,” explained 
Dupree. “And these clinics 
affiliated with these private 
equity firms are performing 

over half of the IVF cycles 
in the country.”

So what does that mean?
“There’s a lot we don’t 

know yet. It might be good 
for patients; it costs a lot of 
money to modernize IVF 
laboratory equipment and 
perform outreach to patients 
and private equity firms can 
provide capital to hopefully 
improve quality and patient 
care.”

He also explains that in 
other health care settings 
outside fertility care, there’s 
data to suggest quality 
could decline while costs 
increase.

“We don’t know yet in 
the fertility world whether 
this is a net gain for patients 
or net loss,” he said.

Dupree emphasizes how 
private equity-supported 
fertility care will be a cru-
cial business model to con-
tinue examining, especially 
with the government’s 
recent interest in making 
IVF care more accessible to 
Americans with infertility.

He said, “Given how 
prevalent the business mod-

el is, we need to do more 
research and understand the 
benefits and risks — like the 
quality of care, cost of care, 
access to care — are they 
better or are they worse?”

As a top researcher in the 
area, Dupree and his team 
will continue his work look-
ing into fertility care across 
the United States, including  
how IVF is covered by in-
surance companies, to help 
hopefully inform future 
health policies and help pa-
tients in the long run.

The study’s first author, 
Jesper Ke, M.D., MBA, is 
a resident physician at the 
Yale School of Medicine, 
and graduated from the 
U-M Medical School and 
Ross School of Business 
in 2025. Other authors are 
U-M medical student Josh-
ua Chen, U-M statistician 
Elena Chun, M.S., and U-M 
urology professor Vahakn 
Shahinian, M.D.

Dupree and Shaninian 
are members of the U-M 
Institute for Healthcare Pol-
icy and Innovation, which 
sponsored the research 
through a grant from its 
Policy Sprints program.

IVF, from Page 4

Dallas County Elections Dept. Finalizes Contracts for March Primary Election



appear in dance sequences in 
notable films such as Deme-
trius and the Gladiators and 
the all Black musical Car-
men Jones.

One of the most defining 
moments of her career came 
in 1960 when Alvin Ailey 
placed her at the center of his 
seminal work Revelations. 
The piece, which remains 
a cornerstone of modern 
dance, explores Black resil-
ience and spiritual endurance 

from the era of slavery into 
the twentieth century. De La-
vallade often described her 
purpose simply, saying that 
her role was to give joy.

Dance critic P W Man-
chester once praised her 
portrayal of Salome as a 
remarkable and compel-
ling performance marked 
by passion, playfulness, and 
striking physical beauty that 
commanded attention from 
the moment she entered the 

stage.
Throughout her life, de 

Lavallade remained deeply 
committed to education and 
mentorship. She performed 
as a guest artist with the 
American Ballet Theatre and 
served as a choreographer 
and performer in residence 
at the Yale School of Dra-
ma. Her contributions were 
recognized with numerous 
honors, including an honor-
ary Doctor of Fine Arts de-
gree from Juilliard in 2008, 
the Dance USA Award in 

2010, and a Kennedy Cen-
ter Honor in 2017. In 2018, 
she was also honored with a 
Legacy Award by BLACK 
ENTERPRISE at its Women 

of Power Summit.
Carmen de Lavallade is 

survived by her son, Leo 
Holder. Her legacy endures 
through her groundbreaking 

performances, her influence 
on generations of artists, 
and her enduring belief in 
the transformative power of 
dance.
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Looking for a mature person w/ above 
average admin skills (Irving)

Looking for a mature (possibly) semi-retired or older person looking for 
on-site part time work (only) a contract position part time office coordinator. 
Candidates should possess the following skills.
- Must be Organized
- Ability to communicate (written) composition
- Minimum Quickbooks Experience
- Available Part-Time 4 days per week (Monday thru Thursday - 25 hours 
weekly)
- Pleasant phone voice interaction with customers and contract workers
- Ability to multitask and manage projects
- Must Spreadsheet Experience
- Must be professional in your approach toward assigned duties.
- Candidates must be able to function without supervision and meet dead-
lines.
- Will report to the owner
- Communicate with vendors and customers.
Prefer a experience “Mature” semi-retired person
Only those sending resumes will be considered.

Pay: $17.00 to $19.00
Email: inquiries1909@gmail.com
Phone: 972.509.9149 (Ms. Hill)

Serious inquiries only

DE LAVALLADE, from Page 10

DBFF, from Page 7
tools for the future.

Music, star power, and 
Saturday night

This year’s featured mu-
sic performance is Kandace 
Springs, a jazz and soul 
singer-pianist from Nash-
ville who blends classic 
vocal jazz with R&B and 
pop influences, earning rec-
ognition as one of today’s 

leading jazz/soul artists. 
Her achievements include 
six studio albums, head-
lining major festivals like 
North Sea and Newport, 
collaborations with legends 
such as Prince and Norah 
Jones. She also is winner of 
Germany’s Deutscher Jazz-
preis for Best Jazz Vocal 
Album.

“Unashamed”, the story 
of Lecrae and The 116 
Clique, is positioned as 
a marquee music-culture 
feature, with strong ties to 
UNT, Texas audiences, and 
the Grammys conversation. 
“Can You Stand the Rain?”, 
led by filmmaker and actor 
Eden Marryshaw, is pro-
moted as a fun, date-night-
ready narrative that has 
already made waves on the 

festival circuit, with Eden 
available for interviews, 
red-carpet moments, and 
fan engagement. Layered 
with the STAX Music Re-
vue will be a special slate 
of featured music perform-
ers at Denton’s Dan Silver-
leaf’s.
Family, community, and 
Hope & Courage Sunday

Hope & Courage Sunday 
receives special emphasis, 

including a family-friendly 
spotlight at Alamo Draft-
house featuring “Paw Paw 
Dayja” alongside shorts 
“The Letter”, “Oh Happy 
Day!”, and “15 Lines”. 
“Outdoor School” and 
other Sunday programming 
deepen the theme with sto-
ries about land, legacy, and 
the next generation, while 
community-facing offer-
ings such as the Denton ISD 

art and essay work, spoken 
word events, and daytime 
discussions keep the focus 
on reflection, healing, and 
possibility.

More information can be 
found by emailing denton-
bff@gmail.com or calling  
(469) 573-0799 with ques-
tions. For on-going updates 
about DBFF, go to Denton-
BFF.com and follow the 
festival on social media.
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hands-on training in ad-
vanced semiconductor pro-
cesses, design tools, and 
simulation technologies 
used in modern chip manu-
facturing. As a Historically 
Black College and Univer-
sity, Prairie View A&M is 
collaborating with the Tex-
as A&M Semiconductor In-
stitute and partnering with 
the Next-Generation Mi-
croelectronics Manufactur-
ing program to help build 
a diverse, highly skilled 
workforce ready to meet in-
dustry demand.

“I want to thank Gov-
ernor Abbott for investing 
in Texas’ semiconductor 
workforce and providing 
a strong vision to maintain 
our state’s dominance in 
this critical sector,” said 
Texas A&M University 
System Chancellor Glenn 
Hegar. “Prairie View A&M 
University is preparing stu-
dents for the most complex 
and in-demand jobs in the 
industry. This grant is an in-

vestment not only in Texas’ 
economic future, but also in 
the men and women whose 
skills will keep our state at 
the forefront of innovation 
for decades to come.”

State leaders emphasized 
the broader impact of the 
investment on Texas’s eco-
nomic and technological 
future.

“Texas is a global leader 
in developing innovative 
technology, and Prairie 
View A&M is at the fore-
front of that effort,” said 
Senator Lois W. Kolkhorst. 
“This important fund will 
help Prairie View A&M 
continue to create a highly 
educated workforce that is 
building a bridge to the fu-
ture.”

The TSIF grant was es-
tablished through the Texas 
CHIPS Act, signed into law 
in 2023. The act established 
both the Texas Semicon-
ductor Innovation Fund and 
the Texas Semiconductor 
Innovation Consortium to 

enhance research, design, 
and manufacturing through-
out the state. Administered 
by the Texas CHIPS Office 
within the Governor’s Tex-
as Economic Development 
& Tourism Office, the pro-

gram supports higher edu-
cation institutions, attracts 
industry investment, and 
helps maintain Texas’s po-
sition as the nation’s leader 
in semiconductor manufac-
turing.

PVAMU, from Page 6

Similar scenes played 
out in Minneapolis, where 
marchers moved through 
city streets carrying signs 
calling for an end to U.S. 
military action. “They don’t 
want war,” said Andrew Jo-
sefchak, an organizer with 
the Minnesota Peace Action 
Coalition.

In Chicago, protesters 
filled Federal Plaza before 
marching toward Trump 
Tower, while in San Fran-
cisco and Seattle, crowds 
gathered with banners read-
ing “No War on Venezuela” 
and “Hands Off Latin Amer-
ica.”

The reaction overseas 
was swift and sharply criti-
cal. China and Russia con-
demned the operation, while 

leaders across Latin Ameri-
ca warned of regional insta-
bility. Colombian President 
Gustavo Petro issued one of 
the most forceful rebukes.

“A clan of pedophiles 
wants to destroy our democ-
racy,” Petro said. “To keep 
Epstein’s list from coming 
out, they send warships to 
kill fishermen and threaten 
our neighbor with invasion 
for their oil.”

Brazilian President Luiz 
Inácio Lula da Silva said the 
action crossed an unaccept-
able line, while the United 
Nations secretary general 
expressed concern about vi-
olations of international law.

The Trump administra-
tion has defended the opera-
tion as a law enforcement 

action tied to long-standing 
narcotics charges. Maduro 
and his wife, Cilia Flores, 
face U.S. indictments al-
leging narco-terrorism con-
spiracy, cocaine importation 
conspiracy, and weapons of-
fenses.

Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said the United States 
is targeting drug trafficking 
organizations, not Venezu-
ela itself, while President 
Donald Trump said the U.S. 
would temporarily oversee 
Venezuela during a transi-
tion.

On Capitol Hill, criticism 
crossed party lines. Sen-
ate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer said the operation 
was reckless without con-
gressional authorization, 
while Sen. Amy Klobuchar 
warned of unintended con-

sequences from regime-
change actions.

Supporters of the opera-
tion, including some Vene-
zuelan Americans, gathered 
in New York’s Times Square 
and near the Simón Bolívar 
statue in Washington, wav-
ing flags and celebrating 
what they described as the 
end of years of repression.

“We share this feeling of 
joy, of happiness, of hope,” 
said Leonardo Angulo, 
who has lived in the United 
States for eight years.

As Maduro prepares to 
enter a Manhattan court-
room, the protests show no 
sign of slowing, with orga-
nizers planning additional 
demonstrations as the legal 
proceedings begin and the 
world watches what comes 
next.

MADURO, from Page 1



By Dr. James L. Snyder

It was New Year’s Day, 
and I got up before The 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage. I poured my 
coffee and then sat in my 
easy chair to reflect on the 
day.

I was trying to get all the 
things in order I was plan-
ning to do today. After all, 
the Christmas holiday was 
over, and I needed to get 
back in the saddle again.

As I was thinking about 
my plans, a thought bumped 
into my mind. I don’t have 
too many thoughts, but once 
in a while, one comes my 
way and hits me, and I’m 
not sure what to do about it.

The thought was simply 
this: today begins a brand-
new year. I had given this 
too much thought recently, 
but last year is over. Today 
starts a brand new year.

What in the world hap-
pened to last year? And, 
where did it go?

I was getting accustomed 
to the year at hand and was 
finally writing 2025 on my 
checks. For most of the 
year, I wrote 2024. Now, a 
new year lay before me, and 
I wasn’t sure what I should 
do.

Just then, The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage 
came into the living room, 
greeted me good morning 
and then said, “What are 
you thinking about today?”

I looked at her and said 
rather soberly, “Do you 

know today begins a brand-
new year?”

“What,” she said, “hap-
pen to the year we are liv-
ing? I was just getting ad-
justed to that year.”

She went and got a cup 
of coffee, then came and 
sat down, just staring at it. 
I knew exactly what she 
was thinking because I was 
thinking the same way. 
What happened over the 
last year?

One of the problems I 
have is this: Did I accom-
plish everything I wanted 
to accomplish last year? 
I’m not the kind of person 
who puts together a detailed 
New Year’s resolution list. 
I used to, but I never could 
finish it, and some of the 
things on that list took me 
five years to accomplish.

I sat there quietly, think-
ing back over the past year 

trying to figure out what I 
really accomplished. After 
all, I’ve been retired for 
about four years so I have 
time.

Sitting in my chair with 
The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage, I thought 
back over the year and tried 
to identify what I did. Was 
I busy? Did I do what I had 
planned to do?

Looking at The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage, 
I said, “What do you think 
about last year?”

The living room was rel-
atively quiet for a few mo-
ments, and then she spoke 
up and said, “I really don’t 
know what I did during the 
past year. I’ve been so busy 
doing things that I can’t re-
member all the things that I 
did.” Then, looking at me, 
she said, “what about your 
year?”

Last year had 365 days, 
and for the life of me, the 
only day I can think of 
is my birthday. Thinking 
about my birthday, I was 
trying to remember what I 
did that day.

Looking at The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage 
I said, “Do you remember 
my birthday?”

“Oh, yes I do. It was a 
wonderful time don’t you 
think?”

Not knowing exactly 
what she was talking about, 
I tried to find out more. I 
said, “What was the best 
part of my birthday last 
year?”

I wasn’t expecting what 
she came up with, but she 
did.

“I think the best time 
about your birthday was 
the wonderful present I got 
you. How did you like that 
present?”

I don’t know whether she 
knew what was happening 
or was trying to trick me. I 
thought, and I thought some 
more, but I couldn’t come 
up with what she got me for 
my birthday.

“That was a wonderful 
present you got me. I appre-
ciate it so much. Thank you 
for that gift.”

I sighed very deeply, be-
lieving that I had ducked a 
bullet.

Looking at me with one 
of her infamous smiles, she 
said, “I spent a lot of time 
trying to think of that birth-
day gift for you. What was 

the best part of that gift?”
Of course, now I am in 

real deep water. I can’t re-
member that birthday pres-
ent. After all, that was six 
months ago, and I’m not 
sure what happened this 
past week. I gave it some 
thought and tried to remem-
ber, but nothing actually 
came to mind.

That’s the thing about 
getting older: you forget 
things you should remem-
ber, and remember things 
you should forget.

I didn’t know what to say, 
so I said, “The best thing 
about that birthday present 
was your thoughtfulness in 
getting me such a wonder-
ful present. I will always 
appreciate you for getting 
me that present.”

She smiled at me, and at 
least it worked this time. Or 
so I thought.

When a year passes by, 
it’s not too good to reflect 
on the past. The best thing 
is to appreciate the past, but 
then put the focus on the 
present.

This time of the year, 
my favorite Bible verse 
is Ecclesiastes 1:8, “The 
thing that hath been, it is 
that which shall be; and that 
which is done is that which 
shall be done: and there 
is no new thing under the 
sun.”

We think something is 
new, and it may be new to 
us at the time, but there is 
nothing new under the sun.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala, FL with 
the Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.jamess-
nyderministries.com.
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Where in the World Did Last Year Go?



January 15, 1929, is the 
day that Martin Luther King 
came into this world,  and 
on January 19, 2015, our na-
tion will celebrate the life of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
a Nobel Peace Prize winner 
in 1968 at age 35, for his 
contributions to our nation 
and to the world.

Dr. King (January 15, 
1929-April 4, 1968) was 
born Michael Luther King, 
Jr., but later he had his 
name changed to Martin. 
His grandfather began the 
family’s long tenure as pas-
tors of the Ebenezer Baptist 
Church in Atlanta honoring 
and praising God, he served 

from 1914 to 1931.
Dr. King’s father served 

from then until his death; 
and from 1960 until his 
death Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. acted as co-pastor.

Dr. King attended seg-
regated public schools in 
Georgia, graduating from 
high school at the age of 15; 
he received his B. A. degree 
in 1948 from Morehouse 
College, a distinguished 
Negro institution of Atlanta 
from which both his father 
and grandfather had gradu-
ated.

After three years of theo-
logical study at Crozer 
Theological Seminary in 
Pennsylvania where he was 
elected president of a pre-
dominantly white senior 
class, he was awarded the 
B.D. in 1951. Dr. King re-
ceived his doctorate degree 
in 1955.  

In Boston he met and 

married Coretta Scott, a 
young woman of uncom-
mon intellectual and artistic 
attainments. Two sons and 
two daughters were born 
into the family.

In 1954, Reverend Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. became 
pastor of the Dexter Avenue 
Baptist Church in Mont-
gomery, Alabama and he 

was a member of the ex-
ecutive committee of the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored 
People, the leading organi-
zation of its kind in the na-

tion.
In December 1955 he ac-

cepted the leadership of the 
first great Black nonviolent 
demonstration of contem-
porary times in the United 
States; the bus boycott last-
ed 382 days.

On December 21, 1956, 
after the Supreme Court of 
the United States had de-
clared unconstitutional the 
laws requiring segregation 
on buses, Blacks and Whites 
rode the buses as equals.

In 1957 he was elected 
president of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Con-
ference (SCLC), an orga-
nization formed to provide 
new leadership for the now 
burgeoning civil rights 
movement.

The ideals for this organi-
zation he took from Chris-
tianity; its operational tech-
niques from Gandhi.

In the eleven-year period 
between 1957 and 1968, Dr. 
King traveled over six mil-
lion miles and spoke over 
twenty-five hundred times, 
appearing wherever there 
was injustice, protest, and 
action; and meanwhile he 
wrote five books as well as 
numerous articles.

In these years, he led a 
massive protest in Birming-
ham, Alabama, that caught 
the attention of the entire 
world, providing what he 
called a coalition of con-
science.

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com                                                       January 8-14, 2026 | North Dallas Gazette | 15

www.NorthDallasGazette.com                                                                                                                             Church Happenings

See TARPLEY, Page 16

Thank God for Dr. M. L. King, Jr.
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer

For months, your brain 
has been full.

Full of holidaying and 
end-of-year-ing and re-
membering all the things 
that needed done by the 
new month. Full of gifts 
and celebrations and news 
and weather. Now, maybe 
it’s time to see what else 
goes on inside your cranium 
with these great new books 
about mental health…

If you struggle to know 
what’s truth these days 
and what’s not, then “The 
Gaslit Brain: Protect Your 
Brain from the Lies of Bul-
lying, Gaslighting, and In-
stitutional Complicity” by 
Jennifer Fraser, PhD (Pro-
metheus Books, $34.95) 
might be the book you 
need.

Using stories to show, 
not tell, Fraser helps read-
ers put themselves in situa-
tions, so they can learn how 
to identify a gaslighter. She 
then looks at the personal-
ity traits of someone who 
gaslights before teaching 
readers how to deal with 

the person who tries to lie 
to you. This is an especially 
helpful book for anyone 
who relies on the truth, and 
accepts nothing less.

Worldwide strife is on 
everyone’s mind these 
days, and “Warhead: How 
the Brain Shapes War and 

War Shapes the Brain” by 
Nicolas Wright (St. Mar-
tin’s Press, $30.00) is a 
science-based book that 
will help you understand 
long-term ramifications of 
conflict. It takes you from 
wars and warriors through-
out history, to modern war-
fare and why it might seem 
like the world is constantly 
at battle.

This not just a book 
for warriors on the field, 
though. Wright says that 
we are wired to do battle 
– whether its overseas, in 
your neighborhood, or sit-
ting at your workstation. 
You’ll be fascinated by this 
book.

So how do you know 
what you know? Is it be-
cause someone else knows 
it? Do they know that you 
know? Ach, so confusing, 

so relax your mind a little 
and read “When Every-
one Knows That Everyone 
Knows… Common Knowl-
edge and the Mysteries of 
Money, Power, and Every-
day Life” by Steven Pinker 
(Scribner, $30.00), and it’ll 
all make sense.

In this book, you’ll see 
how “common knowledge” 
is uncommonly necessary 
for human society, and how 
we naturally slip right into 
using it – until we don’t, 
and then all kinds of bad 
things can happen. This is a 
book that may boggle your 
mind sometimes, but it’ll 
also open your eyes to how 
our society works.

If this all enough to keep 
you awake at night, well, 
then you need “Nightmare 
Obscura: A Dream Engi-
neer’s Guide Through the 

Sleeping Mind” by Mi-
chelle Carr (Henry Holt & 
Company, $29.99).

Your alarm goes off, 
you’re wide awake, but 
what do you remember 
about your dreams? Carr 
says that you can learn 
to “harness” the dreams 
you have for better mental 
health, including problem-
solving, and you can learn 
to avoid those bad, trou-
bling dreams that ruin your 
rest – and the rest of your 
day.

Not enough reading for 
your mental health? Then 
ask a librarian or bookseller 
for more, and they’ll usher 
you to a section filled with 
self-help. Grab these four 
great books and others, 
then open your mind with 
good information, and fill 
it up.
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NDG Bookshelf: Books for Mental Health by Various Authors

Dr. King planned voter 
registration drives in Ala-
bama and he directed the 
peaceful march on Wash-
ington, D.C., of 250,000 
people to whom he deliv-
ered his address, “l Have a 

Dream”, he conferred with 
President John F. Kennedy 
and campaigned for Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson.   

He was awarded five hon-
orary degrees; was named 
Man of the Year by Time 

magazine in 1963; and be-
came not only the symbolic 
leader of American Blacks 
but also a world figure.

At the age of thirty-five, 
Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., was the youngest man 
to have received the Nobel 
Peace Prize. When noti-

fied of his selection, he an-
nounced that he would turn 
over the prize money of 
$54,123 to the furtherance 
of the civil rights move-
ment.

Christian Wisdom and 
Quotes:   It is impossible for 
a person not to be puffed up 

by his good works unless 
he has first been deflated 
and destroyed by suffering 
and evil to the point that he 
knows that he is worthless 
and that his works are not 
his but God’s.

“Injustice anywhere is 
a threat to justice every-

where.”  ― Martin Luther 
King Jr.

(Editor’s Note: This col-
umn originally ran in De-
cember 2013. Sister Tarpley 
passed away in May 2024. 
We keeep her words alive 
in our print edition every 
week.)

DESOTO — DeSoto In-
dependent School District 
will host a championship 
parade and celebration 
Saturday, Jan. 24, to honor 
the DeSoto High School 
Eagles after their 2025 UIL 
Class 6A Division II state 
football title.

The parade will begin at 
noon, with lineup sched-

uled for 11:15 a.m. It will 
start at Amber Terrace and 
conclude at DeSoto High 
School’s Chris Dyer Gym, 

where a celebration cer-
emony will follow immedi-
ately. District and campus 
leaders, students, alumni 
and community members 
are expected to attend.

If inclement weather 
forces a postponement, the 
parade and celebration will 
be held the following Sat-
urday, Jan. 31.

The Eagles secured the 
state championship with a 
decisive 55–27 victory at 
AT&T Stadium, capping a 
dominant season and rein-
forcing DeSoto’s status as 
one of Texas high school 
football’s premier pro-
grams.

The title is the pro-
gram’s third state cham-

pionship in four years 
and fourth overall. 
Quarterback Legend How-
ell led a potent offense that 
also featured wide receiver 
Ethan “Boobie” Feaster 
and running back SaRod 
Baker.

On defense, Damarion 
Ross earned defensive 
MVP honors after sealing 

the win with a 94-yard in-
terception return.

District officials said 
the celebration is intended 
to recognize not only the 
players and coaching staff 
but also the broader DeSoto 
community that supported 
the team throughout its 
championship run.

DeSoto ISD to Host Parade and Celebration Honoring 2025 State Champion Eagles

combination therapies, and 
personalized strategies will 
be essential to maximize 
therapeutic benefit. Accord-
ing to the authors, CAR-NK 

cells are not only a treat-
ment modality but also a 
powerful tool for under-
standing immune regulation 
and advancing precision 

medicine.
If successfully translat-

ed at scale, CAR-NK cell 
therapy could significantly 
broaden patient access to 
advanced immunotherapies. 
Off-the-shelf production 

models may reduce costs, 
shorten treatment timelines, 
and enable rapid interven-
tion for patients with aggres-
sive or treatment-resistant 
diseases. Beyond oncology, 
the selective targeting ca-

pabilities of CAR-NK cells 
open new possibilities for 
managing autoimmune dis-
orders and infectious dis-
eases with greater precision 
and fewer side effects. As 
engineering strategies con-

tinue to evolve, CAR-NK 
cells are poised to become 
a central pillar of next-gen-
eration immunotherapy and 
a key driver of safer, more 
personalized medical treat-
ments.

CELLS, from Page 4


