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NDG Quote of the Week:
“You’re not obligated to win. You’re obligated to keep trying to do the 
best you can every day.”                                 —Marian Wright Edelman

On Tuesday, April 21, the U.S. De-
partment of Justice (DOJ) launched 
a legal salvo targeting one of the 
country’s premiere civil rights orga-
nizations directly. In the crosshairs 
is the Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter (SPLC), an organization that has 
stood against extremism for more 
than half a century.

A Grand Jury in Montgomery, 
Alabama, returned an indictment 
charging the SPLC with 11 counts 
of wire fraud, false statements to a 
federally insured bank, and conspir-
acy to commit concealment money 
laundering.  The United States Attor-
ney’s Office for the Middle District 
of Alabama Northern Division filed 
two forfeiture actions to recover al-
leged proceeds of the organization’s 
fraud scheme. The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) investigated this 
case with assistance from the Internal 
Revenue Service Criminal Investiga-
tion (IRS-CI).

“The SPLC is manufacturing rac-
ism to justify its existence,” said Act-

ing Attorney General Todd Blanche, 
who only recently took the reins of 
the agency after the ousting of Pam 
Bondi. “Using donor money to al-
legedly profit off Klansmen cannot 
go unchecked. This Department of 
Justice will hold the SPLC and every 
other fraudulent organization oper-

ating with the same deceptive play-
book accountable. No entity is above 
the law.”

The indictment alleges that, start-
ing in the 1980s, the SPLC began 
operating a covert network of in-

Southern Poverty Law Center
In the Crosshairs of Trump’s DOJ

On Tuesday the Trump DOJ returned an 11 count indictment against the Southern Poverty 
Law Center, claiming the organization was “manufacturing racism” in a scheme that in-

cluded wire fraud, money laundering and false statements. (NDG Composite)
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By Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis Jr.

Today across the United 
States of America in some 
of the largest urban cities, 
Black Americans are hav-
ing renewed nightmares 
about being taken for grant-
ed, ignored and being erase 
in history and in the public 
square.

Ethnic cleansing is an 
insidious form of system-
atic racism. In response to 
the increasing  “Browing 
of America,” concerns are 
raised about the unfulfill-
ment of prior commitments 
that were supposed to en-
sure racial equality in mu-
nicipal politics, economics, 
and urban revitalization.

New York City is the na-
tion’s largest city. The pres-
ence and contributions of 
African Americans to the 
centuries-long develop-
ment and evolution of the 
city are rarely highlighted 
and saluted.  The election 
of Zohran Mamdani would 
not have been possible 
without the huge turnout 

of African American and 
Latino voters.  Yet the in-
terests of Black America 
in the nation’s largest me-
tropolis appear to be triage 
routinely by the Mamdani 
Administration.

We are the Black Press 
of America.  For the past 
199 years, since the first 
publication of Freedom’s 
Journal in New York City 
in 1827, we have had to call 
out those who pretended to 
be our political allies.  Ac-
countability from those we 
help to elect is A fair and 
just demand.

Voters of color – both 
Black and Latino New 
Yorkers – backed Andrew 

Cuomo heavily in the pri-
mary, but then ultimately 
decided to give Zohran 
Mamdani a chance: https://
manhattan.institute/article/
how-mamdani-flipped-the-
black-and-hispanic-vote 
overcoming their skepti-
cism on housing, transit, 
and public safety, and re-
portedly moved by his af-
fordability agenda,

This trust, on the part of 
Black voters in particular, 
may have been misplaced. 
Why? Several troubling 
early signs that the new 
mayor is disregarding New 
Yorkers of color, and treat-
ing them like Ralph Elli-
son’s iconic Invisible Man.

Thus far Mayor Mamda-
ni has appointed no Black 
deputy mayors.  This is a 
glaring signal to Black vot-
ers who voted for Mamdani 
on the promise of racial 
equity in the city’s admin-
istration.  Dose Mamdani 
value our insights, lived 
experiences, or our voices 
in crafting critical policies 
in City Hall? https://www.

By Lloyd B. Davis
New York Amsterdam News

Sherry Tucker Brown’s 
family roots run deep in 
New York, and also in a 
familiar brand of alcoholic 
spirits.

Her grandmother, Fran-
cis Dewar Tucker, who 
was born in Montego Bay, 
Jamaica, was the daughter 
of John Dewar 2nd, the son 
of John Dewar, founder of 
Dewar Scotch Whiskey.

There is no known offi-
cial record of Black family 
members who are descen-
dants of the Dewar dynas-
ty, but Brown says she is 
acquainted with numerous 

Black Dewar descendants 
in Jamaica.

“I have met Black Dew-
ars in Jamaica, and there 
are still Black and white 
Dewars who live in Ja-
maica,” said Brown who 
turned 80 in January. Her 
grandmother, Brown says, 

was sent with her sister to 
New York, but they had 
other family members 
who could pass for white, 
and were sent to Scotland. 
However, none of her fam-
ily shared in the Dewar 
family inheritance. She 
said her whole family in 
New York grew up know-
ing this family history and 
a rule was instilled that no 
Dewar Whiskey was not 
allowed in their home.

“That was really the 
story of the United States,” 
she said. “I wasn’t getting 
any of the money, so why 
was I supporting them?”

Even without the inheri-
tance, the family made a 
prominent name for them-
selves. “Although we 

didn’t inherit the Scotch 
whiskey money, the fam-
ily, the Tuckers still did 
very well and did very well 
by their children and their 
children’s children,” said 
Brown.

Sherry’s Uncle, Alfred 
Tucker, a World War I 
veteran became the eighth 
Black Certified Public Ac-
countant (CPA) in Amer-
ica, and the second Black 
CPA in New York City, 
working in an office on 
Lenox Avenue and 125th 
Street. He later went on to 
work as an accountant and 
field auditor at the New 
York State Transit Com-
mission.

“No matter what was go-

ing on in the United States 
then, I mean the total seg-
regation, he still went to 
law school and he gradu-
ated from Colombia [as] a 
CPA.”

Brown, the youngest 
daughter of five girls, all 
born in the Bronx, attend-
ed the historically Black 
University Central State 
University in Wilberforce, 
Ohio. She later went to 
work for the New York Ur-
ban League Street Acad-
emy and also for the City 
of New York as a counsel-
ing department manager 
for a vocational training 
program located in what 
is now the Theresa Towers 
on 125th Street.

She is now co-princi-
pal of The Tucker Brown 
Group, a Cape Cod based 
consulting firm.

Brown was excited 
about sharing her family’s 
story and wanted to let 
people know of her fam-
ily’s contributions to the 
fabric of New York and 
Harlem. Despite her fam-
ily not inheriting anything 
from the Dewars, she said 
they did build a name for 
themselves and helped to 
enrich their communities.

“It’s actually a part of 
African American history. 
Some of us know where 
we came from and some of 
us don’t.”
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By Dr. Julianne Malveaux

Frederick Douglass did 
not know the day he was 
born.

Like many enslaved peo-
ple, he was denied even the 
dignity of documentation. 
Birth dates were approxi-
mations. Family lines were 
severed. Identity existed 
in property ledgers, not in 
public record.

His mother, Harriet Bai-
ley, called him her “little 
Valentine,” and Douglass 
later chose February 14 as 
his birthday — an act of 
self-definition in a country 
that refused to define him 
as fully human.

That act matters.
Douglass understood 

something fundamental: 
identity is not granted by 
paperwork. It is asserted 
through presence, voice 
and participation. He 
claimed authorship over his 
own life in a nation struc-
tured to deny it.

Today, we are debating 
whether documentation 
should determine access to 

democracy.
The SAVE Act would 

require documentary proof 
of citizenship to register 
to vote in federal elec-
tions. Passports. Birth 
certificates. Paper trails. 
Supporters frame it as ad-
ministrative protection. But 
the history of American 
democracy teaches us that 
administrative mechanisms 
are rarely neutral.

Paperwork has always 
been political.

After Reconstruction, 
when Black political par-
ticipation expanded, new 
rules narrowed the elec-
torate. Literacy tests. Poll 
taxes. Grandfather clauses. 
Each was presented as pro-
cedural. Each functioned as 
a barrier.

The methods change. 
The objective — control 
over who counts — does 
not.

Documentation require-
ments would fall hardest 
on those least likely to have 
ready access to formal re-
cords: seniors born at home 
in the Jim Crow South, 

low-income Americans 
without passports, married 
women whose legal names 
no longer match their birth 
certificates. Even produc-
ing paperwork can become 
a test of belonging.

Documented cases of 
noncitizen voting are ex-
ceedingly rare. The ques-
tion is not fraud prevention; 
it is access.

Reconstruction was not 
only about emancipation. 
It was about participation. 
Black men voted. Black of-
ficials were elected. Black 
institutions were built. And 
when those gains threat-
ened entrenched power, 
backlash followed.

In 1898, in Wilming-
ton, North Carolina, a 
legitimately elected mul-
tiracial government was 
overthrown. Black political 
power was dismantled. The 
ballot was replaced by the 
bullet. It was not disorder; 
it was organized suppres-
sion.

The lesson is sobering. 
When participation ex-
pands, resistance emerges.

Today’s debates unfold 
in legislative chambers 
rather than in armed mobs. 
But the question remains: 
who has the authority to 
define citizenship?

Douglass claimed his 
identity in a system that 
denied him documentation. 
He did not wait for official 
recognition to assert his 
humanity. He understood 
that democracy depends 
not on perfect records, but 
on inclusive participation.

When paperwork be-
comes a prerequisite 
for political voice, we 
should ask whether we are 
strengthening democracy 
— or narrowing it.

The struggle over the 
ballot has never been mere-
ly procedural. It has always 
been about power.

Douglass defined him-
self when the state would 
not.

The question now is 
whether we will let the 
state decide who counts.

Dr. Julianne Malveaux is 
a Washington, D.C.-based 
economist and author.
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From Reconstruction to the SAVE Act

When Media Attention Depends on Who Is Missing
The Washington Informer
WI Editorial Staff

The nation is right to 
hope and pray for the safe 
return of Nancy Guthrie, the 
84-year-old mother of jour-
nalist Savannah Guthrie, 
co-anchor on NBC’s “To-
day.” Any disappearance 
is terrifying. Any family 
thrust into uncertainty de-
serves compassion, urgen-
cy, and relentless attention. 
But compassion should 
never be selective — and 
that is precisely where the 

media’s response exposes 
a troubling, long-standing 
inconsistency.

Wall-to-wall coverage, 
push alerts, and breath-
less updates appear almost 
instantly when there is a 
missing person linked to 
fame, privilege, or prox-
imity to power. Yet, when 
Black people — especially 
children — go missing, the 
silence is often deafening. 
Their faces rarely dominate 
news cycles. Their names 
seldom trend. Their fami-
lies search with fewer re-

sources, far less attention, 
and almost no national ur-
gency.

This disparity sends a 
cruel, unspoken message: 
some lives are more “news-
worthy” than others. It re-
inforces a hierarchy of em-
pathy that mirrors broader 
inequities in American soci-
ety and in the media. Black 
families do not love their 
children any less. They do 
not ache any less. And the 
fear, danger, and possibility 
of tragedy are no different.

In Washington, D.C., and 

cities across the country, 
Black boys and girls disap-
pear with alarming regu-
larity. Many cases receive 
minimal coverage, framed 
as fleeting statistics rather 
than urgent human stories. 
Without sustained attention, 
tips dry up, public pressure 
fades, and the chances of a 
safe recovery diminish.

Derrica Wilson and Nata-
lie Wilson have spent years 
confronting this injustice. 
In 2008, they founded the 

See MISSING, Page 5



(Newswise) — PHILA-
DELPHIA— A new blood 
test can identify which 
individuals of African an-
cestry carrying high-risk 
APOL1 gene variants are 
most likely to develop kid-
ney failure, years before 
clinical disease becomes 
apparent. Findings on the 
new test, developed by a 
team from the Perelman 
School of Medicine at the 
University of Pennsylva-
nia, are published today in 
Nature Medicine.

“What has been missing 
is a way to identify early 

disease activity before we 
see changes in standard 
clinical measures,” said 
senior author Katalin Susz-
tak, MD, PhD, a professor 

in Renal Electrolyte and 
Hypertension and director 
of the Penn/CHOP Kidney 
Innovation Center. “This 
approach allows us to in-

tervene early enough and 
lessen the severity, or even 
prevent, kidney disease in 
some patients.”

African Americans de-
velop kidney failure at 
nearly four times the rate of 
those of European ancestry, 
driven in part by variants 
in the APOL1 gene. The 
APOL1 gene helps protect 
against certain infections, 
but some versions of it 
can also increase the risk 
of serious kidney disease. 
An estimated 4 to 5 million 
people in the United States 
carry these high-risk vari-

ants. However, most will 
never develop kidney dis-
ease, and until now there 
has been no reliable way 
to determine who is truly at 
risk before kidney function 
begins to decline.
Substantial findings after 
analyzing blood samples

Researchers analyzed 
blood samples from more 
than 850 people of African 
ancestry enrolled in the 
Penn Medicine BioBank, 
all of whom carried APOL1 
high-risk variants and had 
normal kidney function at 
the start of the study. Using 

a small panel of circulat-
ing proteins measured from 
a routine blood draw, the 
team developed a risk score 
that predicts the likelihood 
of kidney failure, signifi-
cant decline in kidney func-
tion, or death over the fol-
lowing ten years.

The differences between 
groups were substantial. 
More than 60 percent of 
individuals in the highest-
risk category experienced 
renal failure requiring the 
need for dialysis or trans-

By John Whyte, MD, MPH

Every day, millions of 
Americans take medica-
tions to manage chronic 
conditions or prevent dis-
ease. Prescription drugs 
are vital tools in modern 
medicine — but, in some 
circumstances, they can 
also lead to serious adverse 
drug interactions, dimin-
ished quality of life, and 
even life-threatening com-
plications.

This is a complex issue 
with high stakes for pa-
tients. Older adults, in par-

ticular, are often prescribed 
multiple drugs by different 
doctors for different rea-
sons. The Centers for Dis-
ease Control reports that 

nearly 70% of adults 40-
79 years used one or more 
prescriptions in the past 30 
days and over 20% used 
five or more prescriptions.

Polypharmacy — the 
term for taking five or more 
medications — comes with 
risk. It disproportionately 
affects older adults and 
those with multiple condi-
tions. For these patients, 
each additional pill can in-
crease the risk of falls, cog-
nitive decline, and adverse 
events, contributing to tens 
of thousands of emergency 
room visits and hospital-
izations each year.

That’s why the Ameri-
can Medical Association 
is urging physicians and 
patients to embrace a con-

cept gaining momentum in 
health care: deprescribing.

Deprescribing is the 
planned, supervised pro-
cess of reducing or stop-
ping medications that may 
no longer be beneficial — 
or may be causing harm. 
There are many reasons 
why a medication that was 
once appropriate may be-
come unnecessary or even 
risky. A patient’s condition 
may have improved, and 
the medication is no longer 
needed. Or newer treat-
ments may offer better out-
comes in place of current 

medication.
Deprescribing is not 

about denying care or cut-
ting costs at the expense 
of patient health. It’s about 
ensuring that every medi-
cation prescribed is truly 
necessary, evidence-based, 
and aligned with a patient’s 
current health goals.

But here’s the bigger is-
sue: If we truly want to 
reverse the tide of chronic 
disease in America, we 
need to go beyond manag-
ing symptoms. We need to 
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New Guidance From ACP Says All Average-Risk Females Aged 50-74 
Should Undergo Biennial Mammography Screening for Breast Cancer

Newswise — New guid-
ance from the American 
College of Physicians 
(ACP) says all average-
risk females ages 50 to 74 
should receive biennial 
screening mammography 
for breast cancer. Females 
between the ages of 40 and 
49 should discuss with their 
doctor their risk for breast 
cancer and the benefits and 
harms of screening. This is 
because harms of screening 

such as false positive re-
sults, psychological distress 
because of it, overdiagnosis, 
overtreatment, additional 
testing, and radiation expo-
sure may outweigh the un-
certain benefits in this pop-
ulation. ACP’s advice will 
be presented at the break-
ing news scientific plenary 
session “New in Annals of 
Internal Medicine: Hear 
it First from the Authors” 
held at the Moscone Cen-

ter in San Francisco during 
the American College of 
Physicians’ (ACP) Internal 
Medicine Meeting 2026. 
The paper will also be pub-
lished in Annals of Internal 
Medicine.

ACP also provides guid-
ance on when to discon-
tinue breast cancer screen-
ing and how to approach 
screening for females with 
dense breasts. ACP says 
that asymptomatic, aver-

age‑risk females who are 
75 years or older, or those 
with a limited life expectan-
cy, discuss stopping routine 
screening with their doctor. 
This is because the benefits 
of screening beyond age 74 
are reduced or uncertain, 
while potential harms, such 
as overdiagnosis, become 
more likely with increas-
ing age. For asymptomatic, 
average‑risk females who 
have dense breasts, ACP 

advises doctors to consider 
supplemental digital breast 
tomosynthesis (DBT). De-
cisions should consider po-
tential benefits and harms, 
radiation exposure, avail-
ability, patient values and 
preferences, and cost. How-
ever, ACP advises against 
using supplemental MRI or 
ultrasound for screening in 
this population.

The guidance statement 
was developed by ACP’s 

Clinical Guidelines Com-
mittee which defined aver-
age risk as females who do 
not have a personal history 
of breast cancer or diag-
nosis of a high-risk breast 
lesion, a genetic mutation 
such as BRCA 1 or 2 that is 
known to increase risk, an-
other familial breast cancer 
risk syndrome, or a history 
of high-dose radiation ther-
apy to the chest at a young 
age.

Blood Test Predicts Kidney Failure Risk to Black Americans Years Before Onset

How You Stop a Prescription Medicine is as Important as How You Start
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Black and Missing Founda-
tion, Inc. (BAMFI) to en-
sure that missing people of 
color do not slip through the 
cracks and to help families 
navigate police departments 
and media environments 
that can be hostile or dis-
missive.

According to BAMFI, 
headquartered in Hyatts-
ville, Maryland, 563,389 
people were reported miss-
ing in 2023. While Black 
people make up just 13% 
of the U.S. population, mi-
norities accounted for 40% 
of missing-person cases.

“Our first hope is always 
for a safe recovery, and 
we certainly want that for 

Nancy Gutherie. No family 
should have to experience 
the trauma of a disappear-
ance,” Natalie Wilson of 
BAMFI told The Informer 
in a statement. “We believe 
that pressure and attention 
shouldn’t be a rarity, but a 
standard we fight for in ev-
ery case we represent.”

This moment should be 
bigger than one family. 
Regardless of the outcome 
— and we pray for the safe 
return of her mother — as a 
celebrated journalist, Guth-
rie has an opportunity to use 
her platform to help correct 
this imbalance by consis-
tently amplifying the stories 
of missing Black children 

and adults and demanding 
equal urgency from her in-
dustry.

We must search for Reli-
sha Tenau Rudd, 8 years old 
when she disappeared from 
a D.C. homeless shelter on 
March 1, 2014, with the 
same determination shown 
in high-profile cases. Loss 
knows no racial, ethnic, or 
economic boundaries. Nei-
ther should our compassion 
nor coverage.

“Extensive coverage is 
a powerful tool because it 
directly results in recov-
eries through community 
engagement,” the BAMFI 
co-founder said, “and puts 
necessary pressure on law 
enforcement to allocate 
more resources.”

MISSING, from Page 3

Early Voting Underway for the May 2 Joint General and Special Elections
Early voting for the 

May 2, 2026, joint gen-
eral and special elections 
began on Monday, April 
20, and continues through 
Tuesday, April 28, offer-
ing voters expanded ac-
cess to cast their ballots 
ahead of Election Day. 
During the early voting pe-
riod, registered and eligible 
voters may vote at any 
early voting location within 
their county of residence, 
regardless of where they 
live, work or travel within 
the county.

Election officials encour-
age voters to take advantage 
of the flexibility, noting that 

polling sites are designed to 
provide convenient access.

Voters can locate early 
voting sites through the 
state’s “My Voter Portal,” 
which will be updated 
with polling locations two 
days before early voting 

begins. By entering their 
name, county, date of birth 
and ZIP code, voters can 
verify registration details 
and find nearby polling 
places. County election of-
fices and local newspapers 
may also provide location 

information. Officials note 
that hours of operation may 
vary by site.

On Election Day, May 
2, polling places statewide 
will be open from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Voters in counties 
participating in the County-
wide Polling Place Pro-
gram, commonly known as 
vote centers, may cast a bal-
lot at any polling location 
within their county. Those 
in counties not participat-
ing in the program must 
vote at their assigned pre-
cinct, which is determined 
by their residence. Precinct 
information is available on 
voter registration certifi-

cates and through the My 
Voter Portal.

Upon arrival at a polling 
place, voters must present 
one of seven acceptable 
forms of photo identifica-
tion unless they qualify for 
a permanent exemption. 
Voters who cannot reason-
ably obtain photo iden-
tification may present a 
supporting form of iden-
tification and complete a 
Reasonable Impediment 
Declaration.

After checking in, voters 
will confirm their residence 
status and sign the precinct 
voter list before receiving 
a ballot. Depending on the 

county and type of elec-
tion, ballots may be paper 
forms marked by hand, pa-
per ballots completed with 
the assistance of a vot-
ing machine, or electronic 
systems accessed תועצמאב 
a code or ballot activator 
card. Poll workers will pro-
vide instructions for each 
method.

Election officials ad-
vise voters with questions 
about polling locations or 
procedures to contact their 
county elections office for 
assistance.

Additional information 
can be found at www.vote-
texas.gov.

City of Dallas Office of Community Police Oversight Invites 
Community to Public Safety Response Symposium

The City of Dallas Of-
fice of Community Police 
Oversight (OCPO) invites 
all Dallas residents to the 
Public Safety Response 
Symposium: Understand-
ing Public Safety Response. 
This event will provide a 

transparent look at how 
public safety operates and 
offers residents the opportu-
nity to engage directly with 
city leaders.

The symposium will take 
place on Saturday, May 9, 
2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 

12:00 p.m. Doors open at 
9:30 a.m. for light breakfast 
and refreshments. The event 
will be held at the State Fair 
of Texas, Briscoe Carpen-
ter Livestock Center, 1403 
Washington St., Dallas, TX 
75210. Secure your spot by 

registering here: https://bit.
ly/PSRsymposium

All Dallas residents are 
encouraged to attend and 
have their voices heard.

Hear opening remarks 
from Dallas Police Chief 
Daniel C. Comeaux, fol-

lowed by presentations 
from public safety leaders 
who will provide an over-
view of how 9-1-1 and 3-1-
1 calls are processed, how 
resources are deployed, 
and how technology will 
improve response times. 

Attendees will also gain in-
sight into the roles of Crisis 
Intervention, Emergency 
Management, and special-
ized teams dedicated to 
serving the Dallas commu-
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Joyce
Foreman

Dallas ISD
District 6

“Yes we can. Yes we 
did” are words spoken by 
former president Barack 
Obama during his farewell 
address in 2017. They re-
minded a nation that mean-
ingful success and positive 
change are possible when 
we believe, persevere, and 
work together.  

In Dallas ISD, that same 
spirit flourishes from the 
classroom to sports and 
throughout our community. 
We have a long-standing 
tradition of excellence, 

and across our  district, 
our students and teachers 
continue to rise to the oc-
casion, setting the standard 
for achievement. Every day 
they say “yes” to new chal-
lenges and prove that with 
determination, anything is 
possible.  

We have so much to cel-
ebrate.

On the basketball court, 
our District 6 schools con-
tinue to demonstrate cham-
pionship-level work ethic. 
Justin F. Kimball and David 
W. Carter high schools both 
delivered  record-breaking 
performances at the 2026 
UIL Statewide Champion-
ship.

After capturing the ti-
tle last year, the Kimball 

Knights rose to the oc-
casion again, earning the 
title of 4A Division I State 
Champion. With this victo-
ry, they secured their ninth  
championship in school 
history, a testament to their 
legacy of discipline and 
teamwork. 

Carter High School 
also celebrated a historic 
milestone, completing a 
remarkable districtwide 
sweep with their first state 
basketball championship in 
school history. The Carter  
Cowboys are the 4A Divi-
sion II State Champions, 
marking a defining moment 
for the community.  

This success is led by 
Coach Lyndon Love, 
whose leadership continues 

to shape championship cul-
ture. A proud 1987 alum-
nus of Carter High School, 
Coach Love has come full  
circle from student athlete 
to championship coach. He 
was named the 2025-2026 
Division II Coach of the 
year and holds an impres-
sive 498 career wins.  

This season, he led the 
team to an undefeated 14-0 
district record, solidifying 
what has been a remarkable 
year for the Carter Cow-
boys.    

In the classroom, our 
teachers are the foundation 
of success in our schools. 
Janice Vazquez from Um-
phrey Lee Elementary 
School exemplifies that 
excellence as a dedicated  

educator and this year’s 
Elementary Teacher of the 
Year finalist. We are in-
credibly proud and look 
forward to celebrating her 
continued success. 

Beyond the classroom, 
our students are also learn-
ing the value of service and 
leadership through mean-
ingful community engage-
ment.  

Each year in Dallas ISD, 
students have the opportu-
nity to develop leadership, 
philanthropy, and fundrais-
ing skills through the Com-
mon Cents: Pennies from 
the Heart program,  sup-
porting a local nonprofit of 
their choice. Congratula-
tions to Kathlyn Joy Gil-
liam Collegiate Academy 

for raising $3,619 in sup-
port of Pasos for Oak Cliff 
and Thomas L. 

Marsalis Elementary 
STEAM Academy for rais-
ing $1,600 in support of 
the United Negro College 
Fund and the Blood Cancer 
United.

Thank you to their teach-
ers, Jonathan Dominguez 
and Arryan Robertson, for 
guiding students in this im-
pactful work and helping to 
cultivate a spirit of service.  

To continue this legacy 
of excellence, we must 
meet students where they 
are and build from there. 
With this level of support, 
our students and our entire 
district 6 community will 
continue to thrive

Winning With Purpose

Dallas College Lights Up South Dallas with Expanding Literature and Arts Festival
South Dallas is not well 

known for its artistic en-
deavors, but Dallas College 
transformed the Cedar Val-
ley Campus into a hub for 
creatives with a two-day 
Literature and Arts festival. 
The campus welcomed stu-
dents, faculty and commu-
nity members, April 9-10, 
for creative workshops, 
performances and local 
partnerships — all driven 
by a mission to bring artis-
tic opportunity to an area 
long underserved in the 
arts. 

Professors Azure Arther 
and Cheri Edwards started 
the festival last year after 
meeting to discuss ideas 
on how to better engage 
the student population and 
overall community with the 
arts.  

“Dr. Edwards and I start-
ed the event because Lan-
caster and the south Dallas 
area is an arts desert,” said 
Dr. Arther. 

Both agree that the arts 

are an important area of 
study for Dallas College 
students. 

“Being exposed to the 
arts gives chances for 
students and community 
members to express them-
selves more freely,” said 
Edwards. “Many students 
are in STEM and not think-
ing about the arts as often 
as they should.” 

The event began last year 
as a simple one-day affair.  

This year’s festival 
brought together more than 
just Dallas College students 
and faculty. Community 
partners, including Dal-
las Museum of Art, Dallas 
Public Library and Perot 
Museum of Nature and Sci-

ence, got in on the fun to 
interact with South Dallas 
residents.   

“One of the core values 
for the Perot Museum is 
spreading education in un-
derserved communities,” 
said Sydnie Nguyen, Perot 
Museum outreach coordi-
nator.  

The Eastfield Dance 
Company gave a sneak 
peek at their Spring Into 
Dance recital happening 
May 7-8. The students cho-
reographed and produced 
each of their routines under 
the guidance of their artis-
tic director, Dr. Danielle 
Giorgiou. She elaborated 
on why dance is important 
for students to learn and 

see.  
“Dance is important be-

cause it is the first language 
we learn as humans, before 
spoken or written language. 
Moving the body creates a 
common language we all 

understand,” said Giorgiou. 
“Dance is the strongest 
common and social con-
nector.” 

Arts Month continues 
with more events through-
out April, including recit-

als, concerts, plays, and 
much more. More informa-
tion on events happening 
around Dallas College for 
Arts Month can be found 
at www.dallascollege.edu/
special-events/arts/.

Policy of Non-Discrimination

Wisdom and Truth from
The Storehouse, Incorporated

Wisdom and Truth from The Storehouse, Incorporated 
places emphasis on the dignity   and   worth   of   all   
people   while   valuing   everyone. As we preserve the 
integrity of our beliefs, Wisdom and Truth from The 
Storehouse, Incorporated is commited to welcoming 
membership and participation in our religious practices 
regardless of race, color, and national origin.

According to Galatians 3:28 – “There is no longer Jew or 
Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer 
male or female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”
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dividuals who were either 
associated with violent and 
extremist groups, such as 
the Ku Klux Klan, or who 
had infiltrated violent ex-
tremist groups at the SPLC’s 
direction.  Unbeknownst to 
donors, some of their donat-
ed money was being used 
to fund the leaders and or-
ganizers of racist groups at 
the same time that the SPLC 
was denouncing the same 
groups on its website.

News of the indictment 
sent shockwaves through 
the civil rights community 
at large. Michael Edison 
Hayden, a noted journalist 
with experience at the SPLC 
and known for his coverage 
of the far right in the U.S. 
responded quickly.

“We need to hear more, 
and I’ll leave open the pos-
sibility that investigators 
have uncovered something 
serious that isn’t yet public,” 
Hayden wrote in his Sub-
stack. “But the DOJ appears 
to be focusing on something 
old and obscure in order to 
make MAGA’s long-stand-

ing rhetoric about the SPLC 
as a ‘criminal enterprise’ 
seem real. Throughout my 
time there, angry reactionar-
ies regularly replied to my 
posts online making exactly 
that sensational claim.

“This fits into a broader 
effort within MAGA to stig-
matize reporting on them—
or even expressing in-
formed opinions about how 
their rhetoric lands outside 
the movement. We took on 
many bigots who became 
very powerful. While at the 
SPLC, I reported on figures 
who have since become 
central to MAGA, including 
Stephen Miller and Jack Po-
sobiec. Given that context, 
it was almost inevitable that 
a weaponized DOJ would 
try something like this. Dis-
crediting the SPLC is a way 
of retroactively rehabilitat-
ing everyone the SPLC ever 
exposed.”

FBI Director Kash Patel, 
who is under a firestorm of 
scrutiny himself after an 
article in The Atlantic re-
ported episodes of him be-

ing severely intoxicated in 
front of White House staff 
and was at times difficult 
to reach for work as a re-
sult. Patel has denied these 
claims and has filed a $250 
million lawsuit in response.

“The SPLC allegedly 
engaged in a massive fraud 
operation to deceive their 
donors, enrich themselves, 
and hide their deceptive 
operations from the pub-
lic,” Patel said. “They lied 
to their donors, vowing to 
dismantle violent extremist 
groups, and actually turned 
around and paid the lead-
ers of these very extremist 
groups - even utilizing the 
funds to have these groups 
facilitate the commission 
of state and federal crimes. 
That is illegal – and this is 
an ongoing investigation 
against all individuals in-
volved.”

The DOJ claims that be-
tween 2014 and 2023, the 
SPLC secretly funneled 
more than $3 million in do-
nated funds to individuals 
who were associated with 
various violent extremist 
groups including:

• Ku Klux Klan
• United Klans of Amer-

ica
• Unite the Right
• National Alliance
• National Socialist 

Movement
• Aryan Nations affiliated 

Sadistic Souls Motorcycle 
Club

• National Socialist Party 
of America (American Nazi 
Party)

• American Front
According to the indict-

ment, the objective of the 
scheme and artifice was to 
obtain money via donations 
through materially false rep-
resentations and omissions 
about what the donated 
funds would be used for.

In order to covertly pay 
the individuals, the DOJ 
says that the SPLC opened 
bank accounts connected to 
a series of fictitious entities. 
They claim the covert na-
ture of the accounts allowed 
the SPLC to “disguise the 

true nature, source, own-
ership, and control of the 
fraudulently obtained do-
nated money the SPLC paid 
the individuals.”

The DOJ added that, “in 
order to keep the scheme 
going, the SPLC made a 
series of false statements re-
lated to the operation of the 
accounts.”

A conviction would result 
in the forfeiture of financial 
gains from any alleged ille-
gal activities.

SPLC, from Page 1

FIFA Delivers Tree Planting Initiative Across All World Cup Host Cities
To celebrate Earth Day, 

FIFA has announced it is 
supporting reforestation 
and community tree plant-
ing projects in all 16 FIFA 
World Cup 2026 Host Cit-
ies across North America. 
Delivered in collaboration 
with the Arbor Day Foun-
dation, the initiative is de-
signed to create a positive 
environmental legacy by 
addressing specific region-
al needs across Canada, 
Mexico and the United 
States, ranging from disas-
ter recovery and landscape 
restoration to enhancing 
biodiversity and watershed 
resilience.

Since launching in 2025, 

the restoration and commu-
nity work has been focused 
on creating local long-term 
environmental benefits 
while also strengthening 
civic engagement and lo-

cal investment in nature 
for communities to enjoy 
long after the final whistle 
is blown.

The initiative encom-
passes both large-scale 

reforestation and com-
munity-based tree plant-
ing efforts. Through the 
partnership with the Arbor 
Day Foundation, FIFA is 
supporting work that aims 
to plant one million trees 
through reforestation ef-
forts across North Ameri-
can forests. At the same 
time, the community-based 
projects taking place across 
all 16 Host Cities will add 
more than 12,000 trees in 
parks, school campuses, 
trail systems and other pub-
lic gathering spaces.

To date, more than 
250,000 trees have been 
planted through reforesta-
tion projects across North 

America and community 
planting events led by the 
Arbor Day Foundation 
alongside local partners. 
In total, the initiative will 
deliver 19 forest projects 
and 20 community plant-
ing events, supported by 24 
local partners. The refores-
tation work is projected to 
span more than 2,000 acres, 
roughly equivalent to 1,000 
football pitches.

“This collaboration rein-
forces our commitment to 
delivering a positive and 
lasting legacy across the 
FIFA World Cup 2026 re-
gion. In addition to the re-
forestation efforts, planting 
events that began in U.S. 

Host Cities are expanding 
across Canada and Mexico, 
supporting community tree 
planting projects designed 
to help address the unique 
needs of each city. Through 
this work, we are improv-
ing local environments, 
fostering civic engagement, 
and creating green spaces 
that communities can enjoy 
for generations to come,” 
said Amy Hopfinger, Chief 
Business & Strategy Of-
ficer, FIFA World Cup 
2026™.

These efforts are de-
signed to support commu-
nity resilience, as trees help 

See FIFA, Page 11



By Jamal Baker
NDG Sportswriter

Cooper Flagg’s historic 
and sensational rookie sea-
son is close to being capped 
off with some hardware to 
add to his trophy case, as 
he received a nomination 
for the NBA Rookie of the 
Year Award on Sunday.

Flagg averaged 21 
points, 6.7 rebounds, 4.5 
assists and 1.2 steals this 
season, and became the 
youngest player in NBA 
history to score 40 points 
in a game when he dropped 
42 points against the Jazz in 
December.

Flagg also broke his own 
record for highest-scoring 
game by a teenager when 
he scored 51 points against 
the Orlando Magic on April 
3.

“He should be rookie of 
the year,” Mavericks head 
coach Jason Kidd said. 
“The country is not watch-
ing the same thing we get to 

watch on a daily basis. He’s 
in rare air.”

The former Duke Blue 
Devil joined Oscar Rob-
ertson, Larry Bird, Luka 
Doncic and Michael Jordan 
as the only rookies to aver-
age at least 21 points, 6.5 
rebounds and 4.5 assists in 
a season—rare air indeed.

Being mentioned among 
some of the greatest to ever 
grace the hardwood is no 
coincidence when it comes 
to the ceiling and trajectory 
of Flagg’s career.

Flagg’s all-around game 
and versatility on both ends 
of the floor are why he will 
end up being one of the top 

five players in the league in 
a couple years.

“We’ve seen a historic 
rookie season,” Mavericks 
coach Jason Kidd said. “We 
have the best fans. But we 
also have one of the best 
players — present at the 
age of 19, and the future.”

While Flagg has lived up 
to every bit of the hype he 
received as a prospect com-
ing out of college, Dallas 
finished the season with a 
26–56 record.

With the return of Kyrie 
Irving and Dereck Lively II, 
plus some luck in the NBA 
Draft lottery, the Mavericks 
should be well-positioned 

to have a vastly improved 
record next season.

“He’s done everything 
we’ve asked him to do, and 
he’s done it at a high level 
and with a smile,” Kidd 
said. “He enjoys the game. 
He wants to win. He’s a 
great teammate. He’s a 

great player to coach.”
Although Flagg has ce-

mented himself as the most 
talented rookie, the race is 
still a tight one with him be-
ing joined by Kon Knuep-
pel and VJ Edgecombe as 
finalists.

Knueppel made the race 

interesting with his special 
ability to space the floor 
and move without the ball. 
He averaged 18.5 points, 
5.3 rebounds and 3.4 assists 
while shooting 42.5% from 
the three across 81 games.
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See FLAGG, Page 13

The Case for Cooper Flagg as Rookie of the Year

nytimes.com/2026/01/15/
nyregion/mamdani-black-
latino-diversity.html

Mamdani was forced to 
apologize to Black New 
Yorkers for overlooking 
the historical contributions 
of enslaved and indige-
nous people to building the 
city when he talked about a 
city “built by immigrants” 
in his inauguration speech.  
https://www.blackenter-
prise.com/zohran-mam-
dani-apologies-to-black-
new-yorkers/

The Mamdani adminis-
tration is holding a series 
of “Rental Ripoff” hear-
ings, spearheaded by Cea 
Weaver, the director of his 
Office to Protect Tenants, 
who called homeowner-

ship a form of white su-
premacy.  The mayor is 
reaching out to help pri-
vate landlords instead of 
prioritizing fixing public 
housing (NYCHA) which 
has a dismal track record 
of terrible conditions (no 
heat, year-plus waits for 
repairs, rampant pests and 
mold).

90 percent of the more 
than 511,000 NYCHA 
residents are Black and 
Latino, which is part of a 
larger trend in which 95 
percent of Black house-
holds in New York State 
live in highly segregated 
buildings and/or neighbor-
hoods. NYCHA is the larg-
est landlord in NYC, so the 
Mamdani administration 

telling residents to wait 
even longer for a solution 
to their long-standing sub-
standard living conditions 
has to be challenged.

The unfolding case 
study of Mayor Mamdani 
in New York City reveals 
that we have to keep voting 
with record voter turnouts.  
But after the elections, 
we must hold mayors and 
other elected officials ac-
countable.  Mamdani still 
has time to ensure greater 
equity in NYC.  But will 
he do the right thing at the 
right time?

Rev. Dr. Benjamin F. 
Chavis, Jr. is President 
and CEO of the National 
Newspaper Publishers As-
sociation (NNPA) and can 
be reached at dr.bchavis@
nnpa.org 

MAMDANI, from Page 2
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Everson Walls to Lead the American Diabetes Association’s 
Step Out Walk: North Texas as Grand Marshal

This Saturday, April 25, 
the American Diabetes As-
sociation (ADA) will host 
its signature fundraising 
event, Step Out Walk: North 
Texas, bringing together 
the diabetes community, 
volunteers, and Diabetes 
Advocates to raise aware-
ness and critical funds for 
people living with diabe-
tes. This year’s walk will 
feature former Dallas Cow-
boy and Super Bowl XXV 
Champion Everson Walls 
as the grand marshal. Since 
2025, Walls has served as 
an all-star ambassador for 
the ADA and a strong voice 
in the fight to end diabetes 
and find a cure.

The event will begin at 
9:00 a.m. at Levy Event 
Plaza (501 E. Las Colinas 
Blvd. in Irving).To regis-
ter, start or join a team, and 
fundraise visit the event 
website (diabetes.org/Ste-
pOutNorthTexas).

“I am honored to be the 

grand marshal of the Amer-
ican Diabetes Association’s 
North Texas walk. When 
I donated a kidney to my 
friend Ron Springs, I saw 
firsthand the devastating 
impact of this disease. I am 
inviting the North Texas 
community to join us in the 
walk to help find a cure,” 
said Walls.

Join the ADA to hear 
Everson Walls share his 
connection to the mission, 
and what inspired his in-
volvement in this commu-
nity event. As a testament to 
his ongoing support of the 

ADA, Walls will be signing 
six ADA-branded footballs 
to be awarded to the walk’s 
top fundraisers. Addition-
ally, participants that raise 
$1,000 or more will receive 
an exclusive invitation to 
the VIP Champion Tent for 
a special meet-and-greet 
with Walls.

The ADA’s Step Out 
Walk benefits diabetes re-
search, education, man-
agement, and prevention, 
supporting the ADA’s mis-
sion to prevent and cure 
diabetes and to improve the 
lives of all people affected 

by diabetes. Increasingly, 
this includes people living 
with obesity, as the Obesity 
Association, a division of 
the ADA, expands outreach 
and education.

“Over the past 85 years, 
since the founding of the 
American Diabetes Asso-
ciation, we’ve seen remark-
able progress in diabetes 
care. These advancements 

have led to better outcomes 
for individuals and families 
right here in North Texas,” 
said Jennifer Bowring, the 
ADA’s executive director 
in North Texas. 

“We’re excited to wel-
come walkers to this year’s 
Step Out Walk—a power-
ful reflection of our shared 
commitment to bringing 
people together and creat-
ing a healthier future for 
our communities.”

This year’s event will in-
clude: Champion Everson 
Walls as grand marshal, en-
tertainment featuring a live 
DJ, A kids’ zone with fun 
activities, an exhibitor vil-
lage and diabetes resources 
and expert advice on man-
agement and prevention.

Diabetes isn’t just a dis-

ease—it’s an epidemic—
with over 40 million Amer-
icans living with diabetes 
and its devastating conse-
quences. 

Approximately 3 million 
adults in Texas, or 12% of 
the adult population, have 
diagnosed diabetes. Every 
year, an estimated 228,000 
adults in Texas are diag-
nosed with diabetes.

Events like Step Out 
play a vital role in increas-
ing awareness, connecting 
communities, contributing 
to diabetes prevention and 
management, and support-
ing the ADA’s vision of a 
life free of diabetes and all 
its burdens.

For more information 
visit diabetes.org.

plantation within ten years, 
compared to fewer than 1 
percent in the lowest-risk 
group.

The proteins included in 
the score are linked to path-
ways involved in kidney 
injury and fibrosis, suggest-
ing that the test captures 
early biological changes 
that precede measurable 
loss of kidney function.
Two samples show simi-

lar results
The findings were vali-

dated in two independent 
cohorts in the United States 
and the United Kingdom. 
Across all populations 
studied, the risk score con-
sistently outperformed ex-
isting clinical prediction 

tools.
The work is aligned with 

a growing body of research 
demonstrating that circulat-
ing protein markers can re-
flect underlying tissue-level 
injury and disease progres-
sion. Together, these ap-
proaches are helping to 
move risk assessment in 
kidney disease beyond tra-
ditional clinical measures 
toward more direct read-
outs of disease biology.

Researchers say the 
test could be incorporated 
into routine care to guide 
monitoring and treatment 
decisions, particularly as 
therapies targeting APOL1-
associated disease continue 
to advance. Several such 

therapies are currently in 
development, like experi-
mental drugs designed to 
block the harmful effects of 
high‑risk APOL1 variants 
in the kidney, with the goal 
of slowing or preventing 
kidney damage.

“One of the challenges 
in developing new thera-
pies has been identifying 
the right patients early 
enough,” Susztak said. 
“This provides a way to fo-
cus treatment on those most 
likely to benefit.”

The team is now work-
ing toward bringing the 
test into the clinic and 
evaluating how patients’ 
score could support both 
individual patient care and 
the design of future clinical 
trials.

KIDNEY, from Page 4



Friday and Saturday 
nights this summer will 
come alive in Rockwall as 
the city launches its annual 
San Jacinto Music Series. 

Held at San Jacinto Pla-
za from 7 to 9:30 p.m., the 
series kicks off its summer 
concerts this May with 
a full month of free live 
music featuring a diverse 
lineup of regional and Tex-
as-based artists.

Widely recognized as 
one of the greatest live 
music cities in Texas, 
Rockwall is the “Free Live 
Music Capital of North 
Texas.” Downtown con-
certs like the San Jacinto 
Music Series continue a 
long tradition of commu-
nity-focused programming 
including Founders Day 
and Concert by the Lake 
that bring more than 50 

live performances a year to 
the city.

The San Jacinto Music 
Series free concerts take 
place at The Plaza, 115 S. 
San Jacinto St., a vibrant 
outdoor setting featuring a 
charming, paved alleyway 
and plenty of open space to 
relax and enjoy the show. 

Guests are encouraged 
to fully experience the 
music, dance, sing along, 

interact with the artists 
and even request their fa-
vorite songs. Concerts 
take place unless there is 
rain or severe weather at 
showtime; however, the 
determination of weather-
altered plans will be made 
by 6 p.m. on the evening of 
each concert. 

Check the San Jacinto 
Plaza Music Facebook 
page for updates.
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MEDS, from Page 4
rethink the entire approach 
— including how many 
medications a person is on 
and why. Of course, many 
conditions require lifelong 
treatment. But we need to 
talk more honestly about 
the role of lifestyle — nu-
trition, physical activity, 
sleep, stress, and social 
connection — as essential 
components of healing and 

prevention.
Right now, lifestyle in-

terventions are too often 
an afterthought. But no 
amount of medication can 
fully counteract the health 
consequences of poor diet, 
inactivity, or chronic stress. 
Rebuilding our nation’s 
health means re-centering 
our care around what actu-
ally restores health, not just 

what controls disease.
Good medicine means 

knowing when to say, 
“Let’s take another look.” 
Care teams need to evalu-
ate medications more ho-
listically. And we need to 
encourage open conversa-
tions between doctors and 
patients about medication 
goals, side effects, and 
quality of life.

This cannot happen in 
isolation. We need insur-

ers to support time for 
thoughtful medication 
reviews. We need better 
coordination across spe-
cialties and care settings. 
We need electronic health 
record developers to fol-
low government rules and 
allow users to reconcile a 
patient’s active medication 
list, correct inaccuracies, 
and include non-prescrip-
tion medicines and dietary 
supplements.

Deprescribing is not 
about withholding care — 
it’s about delivering the 
right care, at the right time, 
for the right reasons. It’s 
about restoring balance — 
recognizing when a pill is 
helping, and when it’s just 
adding to the burden.

At its core, this is about 
respect: for the science, for 
the art of medicine, and 
most importantly, for the 
lives of patients. If we’re 

serious about improving 
the health of our nation, 
then reassessing medica-
tions — and refocusing 
on the foundations of real 
health and collaboration 
with our patients — must 
become a routine part of 
how we practice medicine.

John Whyte, MD, MPH, 
is chief executive officer 
and executive vice presi-
dent of the American Med-
ical Association.

Dallas Metroplex 
Musicians’ Association 
(DMMA) will be hosting 
its annual Gloria Harper 
Lett Young Musicians’ 
Showcase on Saturday, 
April 25 at 2 p.m.

The performance will 
be held at David W. Cart-
er High School (1819 W. 
Wheatland Rd. in Dallas) 
and the doors will open at 
1:30 p.m..

The performers are 9th 
through 12th grade stu-
dents who attend schools 
in the Dallas metroplex. 
Earlier this year, they 
performed for judges and 
earned medals, ribbons, 
and other accolades in lo-
cal, region, and state com-
petitions. These young 
musicians excel in voice, 
instrumental, and in piano 
performance. This is our 
opportunity to applaud 
and encourage their ac-
complishments and musi-
cal pursuits.

 The Gloria Harper Lett 
Young Musicians’ Show-
case is open to the public 
and there is no admission 
charge.

The Dallas Metroplex 
Musicians’ Association 
(DMMA), an affiliate of 

the National Associa-
tion of Negro Musicians 
(NANM), was organized 
in 1985 by William S. 
Mitchell and the late 
James Powell, under the 
guidance of renowned 
classical performer and 
professor of music the 
late Dr. William Warfield. 
Dr. Warfield was presi-
dent of the national body 
at that time.

The DMMA has served 
as an advocate for in-
creasing the awareness 
of the musical talents and 
contributions of African 
Americans to the life and 
culture of America in 
general, and to the Dallas 
community specifically. 

DMMA has a history 
of cooperating with other 
local arts organizations in 
its programming, includ-
ing the Black Academy 
of Arts and Letters, the 
Dallas Chamber Orches-
tra, New Arts Six, the 
Orpheus Chamber Sing-
ers, the African American 
Museum, St. John Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, 
and St. Luke “Commu-
nity” United Methodist 
Church.

DMMA Hosts Young 
Musicians Showcase 
at Carter High School

Rockwall’s San Jacinto Music Series Returns in 
May with Free Live Music All Summer Long

The Dallas Symphony Orchestra Announces Its 
2026 Parks Concert Series

The Dallas Symphony 
Orchestra (DSO) is pleased 
to announce the return of its 
annual Parks Concert Series 
this summer. These family-
friendly concerts are free 
and open to the public and 
will be presented in parks 
across Dallas. See below 
for the full Parks Concert 
schedule.

“Sharing music in Dallas-
area parks is a highlight of 
our summer each year,” said 
Michelle Miller Burns, Ross 
Perot President & CEO of 
the Dallas Symphony Or-
chestra. “There’s nothing 
quite like seeing our com-
munity come together to 
experience the joy of live 
music, and we are grateful 
for the opportunity to create 
these memorable moments 

across the city.”
The Parks Concert Series 

kicks off on May 25 with 
the DSO’s annual Memo-
rial Day concert at Flag 
Pole Hill. Assistant Conduc-
tor Shira Samuels-Shragg 
(Marena & Roger Gault 
Chair) will lead the orches-

tra in a program featur-
ing patriotic favorites like 
“America the Beautiful” 
and Morton Gould’s Armed 
Forces Salute, alongside 
Copland’s Fanfare for the 
Common Man and selec-
tions from his Great Ameri-
can Songs, the Finale from 

Florence Price’s Symphony 
No. 1, John Williams’ Su-
perman March and others.

Concerts at Fretz Park, 
Exall Park, Kidd Springs 
Park and Paul Quinn Col-
lege will also be led by 

See DSO, Page 13



(Newswise) — At a 
time when headlines warn 
that artificial intelligence 
is displacing workers, a 
new white paper from the 
University of Maryland–
LinkUp AI Maps Project 
presents a strikingly differ-
ent picture: There is no em-
pirical evidence that AI is 
reducing overall labor mar-
ket demand — and it may 
be increasing opportunities 
for fresh graduates.

The report, “Tribal Tales 
vs Hard Data: What Com-
prehensive Job Postings 
Data Reveal About Impact 
of AI on Labor Market De-
mand,” analyzes 155 mil-
lion U.S. job postings since 
2018/Q1 and finds that nar-
ratives about widespread 
AI-driven job loss are not 
supported by data.

Key findings include:
• AI hiring is surging: AI 

job postings grew from just 
28% of all postings in 2022 
to 1.13% in 2025, reflecting 

rapid demand for technical 
AI talent.

• Overall labor demand 
remains strong: Total job 
postings remain above pre-
pandemic levels despite re-
cent normalization.

• No evidence of AI-driv-
en job destruction: Econo-
my-wide data show no cor-
relation between increased 
AI adoption and declining 
job postings.

• Opportunities for new 
graduates are rising: Entry-
level job postings increased 
to 6% of total postings in 
2025, higher than at any 

point in the past eight years 
(excluding the post-pan-
demic hiring surge).

“The Data Simply Don’t 
Support the Narrative”

“Much of the current 
discourse around AI and 
jobs is driven by anecdotes, 
small sample or non-rep-
resentative surveys, and 
isolated cases,” says Anil 
K. Gupta, professor at the 
University of Maryland’s 
Robert H. Smith School of 
Business and co-lead of the 
project. “When you look at 
economy-wide data, a very 
different picture emerges. 

AI is not shrinking the la-
bor market - it’s reshaping 
it.” Gupta adds: “If any-
thing, AI may be tilting the 
playing field in favor of 
younger, less experienced 
workers. Our data show that 
demand for fresh graduates 
has not only held up — it 
has strengthened in the AI 
era.”

From “Tribal Tales” to 
Data-Driven Reality

The report critiques what 
it calls “tribal narratives”— 
widely repeated but weakly 
substantiated claims that AI 
is broadly replacing human 
labor. Instead, it highlights 
several alternative expla-
nations for recent layoffs, 

including post-pandemic 
over-hiring, corporate cost 
restructuring, and sector-
specific adjustments.

A More Nuanced View 
of the AI Economy

The study also finds that:
• Sectors with the fastest 

growth in AI hiring often 
show stronger — not weak-

er — overall job demand
• AI adoption is positive-

ly associated with demand 
for entry-level talent at the 
sector level

• Even in software en-
gineering - often cited as 
most vulnerable - demand 
for fresh graduates remains 
robust
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Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing business 
in the North Texas market since 1963. With clients such as TxDOT, Dallas County 
Public Works, and the Cities of Dallas, Fort Worth, Richardson, and Mansfield (plus 
many others), we have a strong backlog of work in the highway market locally.
We are currently hiring for the following positions:
• Mechanic (Field)
• Laborer (Earthwork)
• Form setter (Structures)
• Dozer Operator (Earthwork)
• Roller Operator (Earthwork)
• Mixer Operator (Earthwork)
• Finisher (Structures, Paving)
• Batch Plant Operator (Paving)
• Slipform Machine Operator (Paving)
• Motor Grader Operator (Earthwork)
• CDL Drivers (Haul Truck, End Dump)
• Barricade Servicer (Must have valid DL)
Available: multiple openings
Rate: Negotiable
Must have own transportation.
Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (depending on 
position)
Physical and Drug Screen Required 
Must have a Clear Background 
Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs.) 

reduce urban heat, improve 
air quality and manage 
stormwater runoff, and help 
deliver on objectives out-
lined in FIFA World Cup 
2026™ Sustainability and 
Human Rights Strategy, 
focused on environmental 
impacts and biodiversity 
while addressing regional 
priorities across Canada, 
Mexico and the United 
States.

“These efforts reflect the 
importance of protecting 
Canada’s rich biodiversity 
while advancing inclu-
sive environmental efforts. 
Through collaboration with 
local projects and key com-
munities, the work aims to 
create a positive legacy that 
helps strengthen Host Cities 
and leaves a lasting impact 

beyond 2026,” said Peter 
Montopoli, Chief Tourna-
ment Officer, Canada, FIFA 
World Cup 2026™.

“The initiative supports 
environmental benefits 
across key Host City re-
gions in Mexico, including 
Guadalajara, Monterrey, 
and Mexico City. Through 
reforestation and com-
munity-based efforts, the 
work contributes to health-
ier communities, delivering 
long-term environmental 
benefits that align with the 
broader sustainability ob-
jectives of FIFA World Cup 
2026,” said Jurgen Mainka, 
Chief Tournament Officer, 
Mexico, FIFA World Cup 
2026™.

Community planting 
events continue to connect 

FIFA World Cup 2026™ 
with local environmental 
action through the Arbor 
Day Foundation’s network 
of local partners and will 
continue through the sum-
mer. Following successful 
events in nine Host Cities, 
upcoming planting events 
are scheduled for Seattle 
(24 April), Philadelphia 
(27 April), Boston (1 May), 
NYNJ (12 May), and To-
ronto (30 May). Planting 
events in the remaining 
Host Cities in Mexico are 
scheduled to take place in 
July and August.

Since 1972, the Arbor 
Day Foundation has helped 
plant more than 600 million 
trees in over 60 countries 
through its global network 
of partners, members and 
supporters. To learn more, 
visit www.arborday.org.

FIFA, from Page 7

New Data Challenges AI Job Loss Narrative
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Analysis: The Legal Catch‑22 Behind the Johnson Amendment’s Staying Power
(Newswise) — A Texas 

federal judge recently re-
jected a proposed IRS 
settlement that would have 
eased political‑speech lim-
its for churches, ruling that 
federal law bars courts 
from approving such a deal 
before any enforcement ac-
tion occurs. 

U.S. District Judge J. 
Campbell Barker dismissed 
the case, saying the An-
ti‑Injunction Act and the 
Declaratory Judgment Act 
prevent federal courts from 
issuing pre‑enforcement 
rulings in tax disputes. 

The decision signifi-
cantly leaves the Johnson 
Amendment — a 1954 pro-
vision that prohibits chari-
ties, including churches, 
from endorsing or opposing 
political candidates — un-
changed.

“The judge didn’t say the 
churches were wrong or the 
IRS was wrong,” said Sam-
uel Handwerger, a senior 

accounting lecturer at the 
University of Maryland’s 
Robert H. Smith School 
of Business. “He said the 
court simply had no juris-
diction.”

IRS and churches had 
agreed on a settlement
The lawsuit, filed in 2024 

by the National Religious 
Broadcasters and several 
churches, argued that the 
Johnson Amendment vio-
lates the First Amendment 
when applied to political 
speech delivered during 
worship services. In a rare 
move, the IRS agreed with 

the plaintiffs and negotiated 
a consent decree that would 
have allowed “good‑faith 
political communication” 
from the pulpit without 
risking tax‑exempt status.

A consent decree would 
have carried the force of 
law and remained binding 
across future administra-
tions. But Barker ruled that 
the court could not approve 
the agreement because no 
tax penalty had been as-
sessed.

“Two parties can’t man-
ufacture jurisdiction by 
agreeing with each other,” 

Handwerger said.
Statutory limits
blocked the case

In his ruling, Barker cit-
ed long‑standing precedent, 
including the Supreme 
Court’s 1974 decision in 
Bob Jones University v. 
Simon, which held that 
organizations must wait 
for the IRS to revoke their 
tax‑exempt status before 
challenging the legality of 
that action.

Under federal law, tax-
payers cannot seek to block 
the assessment or collec-
tion of taxes before the IRS 
acts. Courts also cannot is-
sue declaratory judgments 
in federal tax matters.

“Judge Barker was fol-
lowing a very rigid line of 
precedent,” Handwerger 
said. “If you want to chal-
lenge the IRS, you have to 
take the hit first.”

Churches face steep 
risks to bring a challenge

The ruling leaves church-

es with few options. To 
mount a constitutional 
challenge, a church would 
need to endorse a political 
candidate, wait for the IRS 
to revoke its exemption, 
pay any resulting taxes and 
then sue for a refund.

“That’s a legal catch‑22,” 
Handwerger said. “It re-
quires a church to risk its 
entire financial structure 
just to get into court.”

The situation is compli-
cated by the IRS’s limited 
enforcement of the John-
son Amendment in recent 
years. Since a 2017 ex-
ecutive order directed the 
agency to deprioritize such 
cases, few churches have 
faced scrutiny, making it 
harder to show the kind of 
injury courts require.

Congress could act,
but hasn’t

Lawmakers could re-
peal or revise the Johnson 

Amendment, but efforts 
to do so have repeatedly 
stalled. The provision ap-
plies to all tax‑exempt or-
ganizations, regardless of 
political leaning, and law-
makers have been reluctant 
to open the door to reli-
gious institutions becoming 
formal political actors.

“Repealing it creates a 
landscape where churches, 
mosques and synagogues 
could all become campaign 
hubs,” Handwerger said.

A law that endures
because it can’t be tested

With the consent decree 
rejected and no church 
willing to risk its tax sta-
tus, the constitutionality of 
the Johnson Amendment 
remains unresolved. “The 
Johnson Amendment sur-
vives not because it’s been 
upheld, but because no 
one can get it in front of a 
judge,” Handwerger said.

U.S. Rep. Johnson Requests Millions to 
Support Local North Texas Projects

WASHINGTON, DC 
— Congresswoman Julie 
Johnson (TX-32) is re-
questing funding for 20 
local projects that will ben-
efit North Texas families 
as Congress works to pass 
government spending bills.

“Bringing tax dollars 
back home to North Texas 
is about making smart, 
community-driven in-
vestments that improve 
people’s daily lives,” said 
Johnson. “Each of these 
projects was developed in 
close partnership with our 
local leaders, city officials, 
and community stakehold-
ers to ensure we’re meeting 
real needs on the ground. 
During the last community 
project funding negotia-

tions, I secured more than 
$15 million for projects 
across our region, and I’m 
building on that progress 
with this new round of re-

quests. Together, we’re 
working to strengthen in-
frastructure, expand access 
to health care and educa-
tion, and create economic 

opportunity across our re-
gion.”

The Community Project 



Funding process allows 
Members of Congress to 
request funds for critical 
initiatives in the communi-
ties they represent. John-
son requested the follow-
ing projects be included 
in FY2027 spending bills 
(projects are listed in no 
particular order): 

City of Balch Springs
1. $5,409,835 for the 

City of Balch Springs’ 
Multipurpose Recreation 
Center Facility and Storm 
Shelter Facility

2. $6,293,300 for the City 
of Balch Springs’ Shepherd 
Lane Improvement Project 

3. $6,594,360 for the 
City of Balch Springs’ 
McKenzie Road Improve-
ment Project  

Dallas County
1. $3,528,500 for Dal-

las County’s Esperanza 
Community Center Health 
Clinic

UT Dallas
1. $2,000,000 for UT 

Dallas’ Advanced Manu-
facturing Workforce Devel-
opment Center (AMWDC)   

2. $2,000,000 for UT 
Dallas’ Center for Nuclear 
Engineering Research and 
Workforce Development  

3. $3,000,000 for UT 

Dallas’ High-Density 
Power Electronic Systems 
(HIDEPS)

4. $3,000,000 for UT 
Dallas’ Institute for Re-
sponsible Artificial Intel-
ligence

City of Dallas
1. $500,000 for the City 

of Dallas’ Forest Audelia 
Community Center

2. $2,000,000 for the 
City of Dallas’ Masters 
Drive Park & Sports Com-
plex

3. $5,000,000 for the 
City of Dallas’ Skillman 
Street Infrastructure Im-
provements

4. $5,000,000 for the 
City of Dallas’ Military 

Parkway Infrastructure Im-
provements

5. $5,000,000 for the City 
of Dallas’ Bachman Lake 
Park Safety Improvements 
and Trail Connections

6. $4,800,000 for the City 
of Dallas’ Abrams Road In-
frastructure Improvements 

7. $4,500,000 for the 
City of Dallas’ Garland 
Road Erosion Control Im-
provements

8. $3,000,000 for the 
City of Dallas’ Midway 
Road Safety Improvements 

Dallas Area Rapid 
Transit (DART)

1. $5,000,000 for 
DART’s Cityplace Tower 
Modernization Project

2. $5,000,000 for 
DART’s Cityplace Tunnel 
Cellular Service Project

East Texas A&M Uni-
versity

1. $1,201,000 for East 
Texas A&M University/
Dallas ISD’s NASA Sum-

mer STEM Academy 
Foremost Family 

Health/Dallas Indepen-
dent School District (Dal-
las ISD)

1. $280,000 for MLK 
School’s Based Medical 
and Dental Clinic

Samuels-Shragg. The 2026 
Dallas Symphony Orchestra 
Parks Concerts are support-
ed in part by the City of Dal-
las Office of Arts and Cul-
ture and the City of Dallas 
Parks and Recreation De-
partment. All concerts are 
free and open to the public. 
For more information, visit 

dallassymphony.org. 
2026 DSO Parks
Concert Schedule

• May 25 at 8:15 p.m. 
Memorial Day at Flag 
Pole Hill - 8015 Doran Cir-
cle, Dallas, TX 75238 (Rain 
Site: Morton H. Meyerson 
Symphony Center) *Fire-
works begin at 9:15 p.m.

• June 2 at 8:15 p.m. 
Fretz Park - 6950 Belt Line 
Rd, Dallas, TX 75254 (This 
concert will be canceled 
in the event of inclement 
weather)

• June 3 at 8:15 p.m. Ex-
all Park - 3501 Live Oak 
Street, Dallas, TX 75204 
(This concert will be can-
celed in the event of inclem-
ent weather)

• June 5 at 8:15 p.m. 
Kidd Springs Park - 711 
West Canty Street, Dallas, 
TX 75208 (This concert will 
be canceled in the event of 
inclement weather)

• June 6 at 8:15 p.m. 
Paul Quinn College - 3837 
Simpson Stuart Road, Dal-
las, TX 75241 (Rain Site: 
Tiger’s Den Gymnasium at 
PQC)
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Knueppel also became 
the first rookie in NBA 
history to lead the entire 
league in 3-pointers with 
273.

Knueppel deserves his 
flowers, but the difference 
between him and Flagg 
is that Flagg is a player 
you build your entire team 
around, while Knueppel 
will serve as a critical ac-
cessory piece alongside an-

other star.
“It’s two different ball-

parks,” Mavericks forward 
P.J. Washington told The 
Athletic earlier this month. 
“He’s 19, doing what he’s 
doing. Being the main guy 
is a lot harder than being 
a rotational player hitting 
corner shots or just hitting 
3s. He’s initiating most of 
our offense. To be 19 doing 
that is unheard of.”

It has not yet been con-
firmed when the Rookie 
of the Year winner will be 

announced but it should 
and hopefully will be none 
other than Mr. Flagg.

FLAGG, from Page 8

nity.
During the Community 

Q&A session, attendees will 
have the opportunity to ask 
questions, share feedback, 

and engage directly with 
public safety leaders on 
topics discussed throughout 
the event, helping to inform 
a safer and more responsive 

Dallas. Community partici-
pation is encouraged, and 
attendee input is valued.

“Open communication is 
essential for a safer Dallas. 
This symposium is about 
listening to the community, 

answering questions, and 
building trust. We welcome 
everyone to join us, share 
their perspectives, and help 
strengthen public safety in 
our city,” said Police Moni-
tor Michele Andre.

POLICE, from Page 5



By Dr. James L. Snyder

After about three months 
of wrestling with a variety 
of bug thingamajigs, I end-
ed up with a case of acute 
bronchitis. Believe me; it 
was not really cute at all.

The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage and I, dur-
ing that time, competed 
in a coughing and sneez-
ing contest. Unfortunately, 
she won the contest. Now, 
as a result of her winning, 
whenever she says anything 
to me next year, I have to 
respond, “Yes, dear.”

Oh well, now that it is 
over, it will be well worth 
it. I have learned, over 50 
years of marital bliss, that 
saying “Yes, dear” makes 
my life that much more 
blissful.

With all that in the past, I 
now start a new chapter in 
my life. I am now back in 
the saddle again and pick-
ing up where I left off a 
couple of months ago.

I have suffered many 

physical problems through-
out the years, but I have no-
ticed now that I am older, 
it takes me longer to get 
back in the saddle. I could 
choose to moan and groan 
in bed, but what in the 
world would that accom-
plish?

The importance of get-
ting “back in the saddle” 
reminds us that having the 
right support-like a good 
horse-is key to moving for-
ward, especially for those 
facing setbacks.

When I was young, I 
would visit my grandfather 
at his farm in the mountains 

of central Pennsylvania and 
sometimes spend the sum-
mer up there. He had a 
large horse he used on his 
farm to plow the fields and 
other work.

My cousin and I would 
ride that horse, but grandpa 
did not have any saddles for 
us to use. We had to climb 
up on the bareback of that 
horse, and believe me, it 
was a huge horse. But we 
enjoyed riding it as much 
as we could. Of course, our 
grandmother was the one 
who led the horse as we 
rode it. Why she did that, I 
will never know.

But it was the horse that 
led the way. I can get any 
saddle I want, but if I do not 
put it on a horse, what good 
is it really?

Now that I’m back in the 
saddle, I need to understand 
the power of that saddle, 
which is the horse. Which 
is going to empower me to 
get back to my normal life?

Of course, The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage 
always questions me about 
that. “What is normal for 
you?” She would always 
ask me. I never had a really 
good answer for that.

What is normal to one 
person is a fit of craziness 
to someone else.

It does not matter to me 
about my normal; if it is 

crazy, I am going to ac-
cept that and incorporate it 
into my life. What is wrong 
with being crazy? After 
all, I have been crazy all 
my life, so why should I 
change now?

Now that I’m back in the 
saddle, I can get into my 
office and begin working 
on projects I haven’t been 
able to work on for the last 
several months. It is a good 
feeling to be back in my of-
fice again.

The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage thinks my of-
fice is a mess. She has been 
tempting me to get into my 
office, straighten every-
thing out and organize it to 
her satisfaction.

The last time she sug-

gested that I replied by say-
ing, “Okay, you organize 
my office and I will orga-
nize your craft room. How 
does that sound?”

I haven’t heard from her 
since about that.

As I look around my of-
fice, I cannot see any mess 
at all. My office is so orga-
nized that I know exactly 
where to find whatever I 
need at any given time. I 
have learned through life 
that if I can’t find some-
thing, it means that I really 
don’t need it. That has been 
the saddle on my horse for 
many years.

Getting back on the sad-
dle is a very challenging 
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Back in the Saddle Finally



Sometimes life seems 
hard to bear, full of trouble, 
sorrow and woe. It’s then I 
have to remember that it’s 
“In the Valleys I Grow.” 
Because I remember, it 
takes two mountains to 
make one valley.

If I always stayed on 
the mountaintop and never 
experienced pain, I would 
never appreciate God’s love 
and would be living in vain.

I do not always under-
stand why things happen as 
they do, but I’m very sure 
of one thing, the Lord will 
see me through.

My valleys are nothing 
when I picture Christ on the 

cross; He went through the 
valley of death, His victory 
is Satan’s loss and our gain.

Forgive me Lord for 
complaining when I’m 
feeling so very low. Just 
give me a gentle reminder 
that’s it’s “In the Valleys I 
Grow.”

Continue to strengthen 
me, Lord and use my life 
each day to share Your love 
with others and help them 
find their way.

Thank you Lord for the 
Valleys, for this one thing 
I know, the mountaintops 
are glorious, but “It’s In the 
Valleys I Grow.”

Forgetting Your Past: 
“God has made me forget 
all my troubles . . .” Gen-
esis 41:51 (KJV). Have 
you been hurt? Are you 
struggling to get back on 
your feet? If so, begin tak-
ing these steps.

First, pray to communi-

cate with God.
Second, refuse to be or 

live like a victim. When you 
decide to stop looking for 
sympathy and start looking 
for solutions, you’ll begin 
to find them. God opens 
new doors, but when He 
does, walk through them 
and accept responsibility 
for your future.

Third, isolate the prob-
lem, not the person. Ev-
erybody’s not the same. 
Don’t let what one or two 
people did to you affect all 

your other relationships! 
Once you are able to isolate 
the event, you can stop the 
adversary from using your 
past to contaminate your 
future.

Fourth, let God’s ‘per-
fect love’ heal your scars. 
His love for you is the only 
love that is perfect enough 

to cast all your fears away; 
1 John 4:18 (KJV). Fear 
of what you say? Perhaps 
it’s the fear of trusting any-
one else, or even yourself! 
Perhaps even the fear of 
being known and rejected. 
Only in the classroom of 
God’s love can you build 
your self-worth and learn to 
make healthy choices.

Fifth, don’t stop with 
God. God’s love and ac-
ceptance is the prescription 
that will carry you through 
so that you can help others 
too. You can keep it only if 
you give it away! Listen: 
‘Joseph named his first born 
“Manasseh” and said, “It is 
because God had made me 
forget all my trouble . . .” 

The second son he named 
Ephraim and said, “It is 
because God has made me 
fruitful in the land of my 
suffering.” Genesis 41:51-
52 (KJV). And what God 
did for Joseph, He’ll do for 
you!

Most people love to iden-
tify with a dream or a goal 
in life and contributing to 
something worthwhile. If 
a dream or goal is worth-
while and the belief in it is 
strong enough, the strength 
of the dream or goal will 
take over and keep a person 
moving forward even when 
they become physically ex-
hausted. An individual may 
give out, but he/she should 
never give up.
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By Terri Schlichenmeyer

So what do you think?

No doubt, you have an 
opinion on the subject at 
hand. You have something 
to say, a POV, a side you’ll 
take or a stand to make. 
You have thoughts, info to 
gather, intel to share. Talk-
talk-talk, maybe it’s a call-
ing. Maybe, as in the new 
memoir, “Arsenio” by Ar-
senio Hall with Alan Eisen-
stock, it’s livin’ the dream.

Back when he was small, 
everyone assumed that 
little Arsenio Hall would 
grow up to be a preacher 
like his Daddy. Sunday 
mornings, Hall says, were 
spent listening to his fa-
ther, learning the power of 
words spoken properly. Be-
ing a preacher seemed like 
a good calling, until Hall’s 
parents split and his world 

changed.
While he was temporar-

ily living with his grand-
mother, a cousin brought 
home a book on magic and 
Hall was hooked. He be-
came obsessed, practicing 
easy sleight-of-hand tricks 
until they were second-na-
ture and sneaking out of the 
house to spend after-school 
afternoons in a magic shop. 
By the time he was a teen-

ager, he was performing for 
spending money and had 
appeared on local Cleve-
land television.

But magic wasn’t every-
thing.

The feeling that he got 
when he made people laugh 
– the idea that he could get 
paid for being funny – Hall 
needed more of that. He 
started adding humor to 
his magic shows until he 
realized that being a come-
dian was an actual job, and 
magic faded into his back-
ground.

Back when he was in 
grade school, Hall used to 
sneak out of his bedroom 
at night to watch The To-
night Show with Johnny 
Carson. In his basement, he 
practiced doing interviews 
just like Carson. He didn’t 
want to be like Carson, he 
wanted to be Carson.

And so Hall moved to 

Chicago and started snag-
ging gigs at comedy shows. 
He met up-and-coming 
comics and established 
funnymen who gave him 
advice, sympathy, and con-
tacts, which helped him 
move up in the system, 
make money, and land 
movie roles.

Then Paramount came 
calling but Hall didn’t get 
another movie offer.

He got his own talk 
show…

Like so many Hollywood 
biographies, “Arsenio” is 
loaded – positively load-

ed – with name-dropping. 
Normally: ugh. But the 
thing here is, you won’t 
mind. Author Arsenio Hall 
(with Alan Eisenstock) tells 
this story in such an appeal-
ing, wide-eyed way that 
you’ll be too busy enjoy-
ing to care about dropped 
names.

Another thing: what you 
saw on TV and what you 
see in movies are pretty 
much what you can expect 
in Hall’s book. It’s authen-
tic; readers will find stories 
that are thorny and squirmy, 
but also a bit star-struck. 

He’s not afraid to tell read-
ers about being someone’s 
fan. He’s also willing to tell 
the truth about his career, 
his personal life, and the 
end of his talk show, and 
he plain-talks about the in-
creasingly bad sides of the 
entertainment industry, so 
buckle up.

This is a book for Hol-
lywood-watchers, fans of 
Arsenio Hall, of course, 
but also for anyone who 
loves comedy, hip-hop, or 
entertainment in general. 
Read “Arsenio.” It’s a book 
you’ll tell everyone about.
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proposition. First, I have to 
know where to start. After 
about three months of not 
doing much of what I need 
to do, I need to find out 
where to start.

To find out where to start, 
I have to sit in my office 
with a nice hot cup of cof-
fee, look around, and take 
in all the books I have, the 
computers, the printer and 
my desk. To The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage, 
this looks like a mess. But, 
to her adoring husband, all 
of this inspires me to get 
back on the saddle and go 

charging forward.
It is going to take me a 

week or so to readjust my 
priorities. What is really the 
top priority as I get started?

The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage always has 
her priorities in focus. She 
is the kind of person who 
can multitask. I have never 
been able to multitask in 
my life.

That is why it takes me 
a little bit longer to get my 
priorities lined up. Now 
that I’m back in the saddle, 
I can go forward and get 
everything in line to be-

come productive again.
I could not help but think 

of a Bible verse on this 
subject. “Therefore if any 
man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature: old things are 
passed away; behold, all 
things are become new” (2 
Cor. 5:17).

As a Christian, my focus 
is not on my past, but for-
ward on Christ.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala, FL with 
the Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.james-
snyderministries.com.


