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NDG Quote of the Week:
“The battles that count aren’t the ones for gold medals. The struggles within 
yourself--the invisible, inevitable battles inside all of us--that’s where it’s at.”
                                                                                                       - Jesse Owens

Republican-led legislatures across 
the South are moving swiftly to re-
draw congressional maps in the 
wake of a landmark Supreme Court 
ruling that narrowed key protections 
under the Voting Rights Act, spark-
ing lawsuits and outrage from voting 
rights advocates who warn of eroded 
Black political power ahead of the 
2026 midterms. 

The high court’s 6-3 decision in 
Louisiana v. Callais on April 29 
significantly restricted Section 2 of 
the 1965 law, making it far harder 
for courts to mandate additional ma-
jority-minority districts to prevent 
vote dilution. Justice Samuel Alito 
wrote that race cannot predominate 
in map-drawing even to comply with 
the VRA unless strict scrutiny is met, 
a move critics say invites discrimina-
tory gerrymandering. 

Tennessee became the most ag-
gressive early adopter. On May 7, 
GOP lawmakers in a special session 
passed a new congressional map that 
dismantles the state’s only majority-
Black district, the Memphis-based 

9th, long represented by Rep. Steve 
Cohen. The plan splits Black vot-
ers in Shelby County across three 
predominantly white, Republican-
leaning districts, potentially handing 
Republicans all nine of Tennessee’s 
House seats. 

Similar efforts are underway or 
anticipated in Louisiana, Alabama, 

South Carolina, Georgia and Mis-
sissippi, threatening seats held by 
members of the Congressional Black 
Caucus. 

Rep. Shomari Figures, D-Ala., 
whose Mobile-area district was 
court-ordered to address vote dilu-

Black Leaders, Groups Galvanized 
by Assault on Voting Rights

Republican-led Southern states are aggressively redrawing congressional maps after a 
major Supreme Court ruling narrowed the Voting Rights Act, threatening Black political 

representation ahead of the 2026 midterms. (Leo VIsions / Unsplash)
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(Black PR Wire) The In-
ternational Black Theatre 
Festival (IBTF) proudly 
announces acclaimed ac-
tors Angela Robinson and 
Peter Parros as Celebrity 
Co-Chairs for the 2026 In-
ternational Black Theatre 
Festival, July 27 through 
August 1 in Winston-Sa-
lem, North Carolina. Rob-
inson and Parros become 
the 19th Co-Chairs in the 
storied history of the In-
ternational Black Theatre 
Festival—formerly the Na-
tional Black Theatre Festi-
val—since its founding in 
1989.

They join the distin-
guished lineage of theatre-
makers and cultural artists 
who have led the festival, 
including 2024 Co-Chairs, 

Tamara Tunie and Clifton 
Davis, and Black theatre 
royalty such as André De 
Shields (2001), Debbie Al-
len (1997), Sidney Poitier 
(1993), and Maya Angelou 
(1989).

Their leadership con-
tinues a proud tradition of 
celebrated artists helping 
guide one of the world’s 
premier gatherings dedi-
cated to the artistic bril-
liance and global legacy of 
Black theatre.

Widely known for their 
starring roles on Tyler Per-
ry’s hit series The Haves 
and the Have Nots, Rob-
inson and Parros appeared 
on the show throughout 
its eight-season run from 
2013 to 2021 on the Oprah 
Winfrey Network (OWN 

TV).
Angela Robinson is 

globally recognized by 
television audiences as the 
formidable “Ice Queen,” 
Veronica Harrington. For 
her performance, Robinson 
received the 2015 Gracie 
Award for Outstanding Fe-
male Actor: One to Watch.

A stage actor at heart, 
Robinson has built an ex-
tensive and celebrated 
career in musical theatre, 
appearing on Broadway in 
The Color Purple as Shug 
Avery alongside Fantasia, 
as well as in Wonderful 
Town, Bells Are Ring-
ing with Faith Prince, and 
Play On! with André De 
Shields.

Her national tour credits 
include The Wizard of Oz 
alongside Eartha Kitt and 
Dreamgirls with Frenchie 
Davis. Off-Broadway, 
Robinson has appeared in 
Call the Children Home 
and Radiant Baby opposite 
Billy Porter under the di-
rection of George C. Wolfe, 
as well as in three produc-
tions with New York City 
Center’s Encores!.

On screen, Robinson ap-
peared in Mea Culpa op-
posite Kelly Rowland and 

ROWLETT – The City 
of Rowlett has appointed 
Mitchell D. Randles as 
Interim Fire Chief of the 
Rowlett Fire Department, 
effective Wednesday, May 
6, 2026.

Randles brings more than 
three decades of fire ser-
vice leadership experience, 
most recently serving as 
Fire Chief and Emergency 
Management Coordina-
tor for the City of Temple, 
Texas, where he retired in 
2025.

This interim appointment 

is intended to ensure unin-
terrupted fire and emergen-
cy medical services while 
the City retools its process 
for selecting a permanent 

Fire Chief.
“Public safety is our high-

est priority,” said Interim 
City Manager Kristoff Bau-
er. “Chief Randles brings 
the operational leadership, 
emergency management 
expertise, and command-
level experience necessary 
to lead our department 
during this transition and 
ensure our community con-
tinues to receive the highest 
level of service.”

In this role, Randles will 
oversee all fire and EMS 
operations, including per-
sonnel, training, emergency 
response, and departmental 

planning. His background 
includes managing large-
scale departmental budgets, 
directing fire and rescue op-
erations, implementing pol-
icies and procedures, and 
maintaining a high state of 
readiness across fire and 
emergency functions. Ad-
ditionally, Randles will also 
support the City’s emergen-
cy management function, 
helping strengthen coordi-
nation, preparedness, and 
response capabilities dur-
ing a critical time for public 
safety operations. Randles 
is serving in a temporary 
capacity, as a retiree, and 

will not be a candidate for 
the permanent position.

The City would like to 
thank Interim Fire Chief 
Chris Ensley for his steady 
guidance during this pe-
riod of transition, and we 
look forward to his con-
tinued service as Assistant 
Fire Chief. The City also 
extends its sincere appre-
ciation to Blake Margolis. 
From serving as Rowlett’s 
youngest city councilmem-
ber to mayor and most 
recently emergency man-
agement coordinator, his 
leadership and dedication 
have had a lasting impact 

on the City.
“We recognize that tran-

sitions like this can be dif-
ficult,” Bauer added. “Our 
focus remains on maintain-
ing stability, supporting our 
employees, and ensuring 
we have qualified leader-
ship in place to serve our 
residents.”

Rowlett leadership looks 
forward to Chief Randles’ 
interim leadership and is 
committed to engaging 
the community in a more 
aligned and transparent 
process as the search for 
a permanent Fire Chief 
moves forward.
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By Greer Marshall
BlackPressUSA Columnist

Rainbow coalitions have 
a history of leaking on 
Black folks. There are tons 
of stories behind that claim; 
that’s probably not relevant 
right now, but I digress.

In Southern politics, the 
Black electorate has been 
the engine of the Demo-
cratic Party for more than 
half a century. They’ve pro-
vided the votes, the grass-
roots infrastructure, and the 
moral authority that’s kept 
the party alive. That said, at 
this point, they know when 
they’re being asked to pro-
vide the labor for a coali-
tion that doesn’t prioritize 
them.

So when Mayra Rivera-
Vázquez, a Latina candi-
date, is running for Con-
gress in South Carolina’s 
1st Congressional District 
as the state legislature 
carves up the only Black 
district in the state, the 
question isn’t only if she’s 
qualified. The first question 
is whether she’s a legiti-
mate option or, to be more 
direct, are we really in the 
same boat?

Eight days after the Su-
preme Court gutted Sec-
tion 2 of the Voting Rights 
Act in Louisiana v. Callais, 
South Carolina Republi-
cans are moving to trash 
the June 9 primary and 
push it to August so they 
can redraw the congres-
sional map. Democracy is 
just too risky unless they 
can guarantee the outcome. 
Today, the South Carolina 
Senate is expected to vote 
on whether to authorize a 
special session for redis-
tricting. President Trump 
says he will be “watching 
closely.” The target is Jim 
Clyburn’s 6th District. He 

holds the state’s only Dem-
ocratic seat and is the only 
Black representative from 
South Carolina since Re-
construction.

This isn’t the first time. In 
2023, Republican lawmak-
ers moved roughly 30,000 
Black voters out of District 
1 and packed them into Dis-
trict 6 to hit a specific racial 
target. 17% of the Black 
vote, to be exact. A federal 
three-judge panel called it 
an unconstitutional racial 
gerrymander. The Supreme 
Court overturned that rul-
ing in 2024, calling the mo-
tive partisan rather than ra-
cial, as if the two aren’t the 
same thing in South Caro-
lina. Now, the Callais ruling 
has given them permission 
to finish the job.

The numbers are the 
only thing that matters in 
this story. Before redistrict-
ing, Black voters made up 
21.4% of District 1. Today, 
17.8%. Hispanic voters 
went from 7.9% to 8.2%. 
One group diminished with 
precision. The other was 
statistically consolidated.

John Morgan, a Re-
publican map consultant, 
testified before the House 
panel that the proposed 
map was drawn to deliver 
a 7-0 Republican sweep of 
the state’s congressional 
delegation. If you don’t 
believe me, he said that on 
the record. The cost of this 
latest maneuver, accord-
ing to state Election Com-
mission Director Conway 
Belangia, is at least $2.2 
million in taxpayer money. 
And that doesn’t include 
county costs. It also renders 
the military ballots already 
in the mail dead on arrival.

And that’s where the 
public conversation starts 
telling on itself.

The poetic hypocrisy 

is hard to miss in South 
Carolina politics. Nancy 
Mace, the Republican 
who held the seat Mayra 
Rivera-Vázquez is running 
for, wrote in a New York 
Times op-ed that women in 
her own party are stuck in 
“the token slots,” claiming 
they are boxed in while the 
real power operates behind 
closed doors. But Mace 
backs the same anti-DEI 
crusade that South Carolina 
Republicans have used to 
dismiss Black achievement 
and the credentials of wom-
en of color as unearned. 
According to the U.S. De-
partment of Labor, white 
women were the largest 
beneficiaries of DEI initia-
tives. Mayra says to be tak-
en seriously by state law-
makers, she practically has 
to carry her three advanced 
degrees like a permission 
slip at all times, “just be-
cause of the fact that I am 
Latina and a woman.”

District 1 in 2026 is a 
different beast from the 
one Mace first won. Mount 
Pleasant is 90% White with 
a median household in-
come of $124,000. Kiawah 
Island’s median income 
exceeds $213,000. The 
new math isn’t designed to 
care for the deeply specific, 
land-related issues facing 
the Geechee-Gullah people 
in places like St. Helena, 
Wadmalaw, and Johns Is-
land. This is the ghost map 
Mayra Rivera-Vázquez is 
running against—an algo-
rithm engineered for the 
wealthy and for suburban 
developments, drawn to 
erase Black districts.

But here’s where the 
coalition question gets un-
comfortable. According to 
the US census, a signifi-
cant portion of the Latino 
population in the Lowcoun-

try identifies as white. A 
middle-class Latino fam-
ily in Mount Pleasant has 
a fundamentally different 
relationship with this dis-
trict than a Black family 
that was redistricted out of 
it. When a chunk of your 
coalition shares more eco-
nomic interests with the 
people who drew the map 
than with the people who 
were erased by it, that ain’t 
a coalition.

Mayra says she’s not a 
politician. She’s a lawyer, 
an economist, and the for-
mer chair of the Beaufort 
County Democratic Party, 
the first Latina to hold that 
position in South Carolina. 
She’s spent 14 years in the 
Lowcountry.

She stopped a rezoning 
effort for a golf course on 
Gullah Geechee land in 
Beaufort. She organized 
coalitions against a data 
center project near the 
ACE Basin. She’s been in 
hearing rooms fighting for 
Black land before ever fil-
ing to run for anything.

Mayra says she’s drawn 
“lines in the sand” for 
working families in the 
Lowcountry. In fact, she is 
the only candidate in the 
District 1 race who can say 
to the families on St. Hel-
ena, “As former chair of the 
Beaufort County Demo-
cratic Party, while Nancy 
Mace was busy drawing 
you off the map, I was fight-
ing to keep you in it.”

When I asked Mayra 
whether Black voters being 
displaced should trust a La-
tina candidate to carry their 
fight, she didn’t dodge the 
question.

“Being a Latina, I could 
not run for Congress with-
out the fight the Black com-
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(Newswise) — In the 
last few years, progress 
has been made in the fight 
against Alzheimer’s dis-
ease with a class of thera-
pies called anti-amyloid 
antibodies (anti-Aβ). These 
anti-Aβ therapies, like 
lecanumab (Leqembi) and 
donanemab (Kisulna) have 
been shown to slow pro-
gression of Alzheimer’s 
disease. However, the costs 
of these monoclonal anti-
bodies are not affordable 

for many patients around 
the globe. 

In a new analysis pub-
lished May 13 in Alzheim-
er’s & Dementia: The 
Journal of the Alzheimer’s 
Association, researchers 
from UC San Francisco 
and Trinity College Dublin, 
estimate the prices required 
in 174 nations for these 
new Alzheimer’s therapies 
to attain local willingness 
to pay for health gains. 
Their study suggests that 

only global price-setting 
would permit widespread 
benefit from these disease-
modifying therapies. 

The authors used the 
“value-based pricing” 
method to align the market 
price of the therapy with its 
estimated health benefits 
to the healthcare system 
and society and set a price 
that matches local ability 
to invest in these interven-
tions. Their assessment ex-
amined a narrower health 

care perspective (consider-
ing only medical costs and 
excluding other factors like 
market returns) as well as 
a broader societal perspec-
tive. 

“Given the current mar-
ket prices of lecanemab 
and donanemab, they are 
unlikely to be cost-effec-
tive in all 174 countries,” 
said study senior author 
James G. Kahn, MD, MPH, 
emeritus professor at the 
UCSF Philip R. Lee In-

stitute for Health Policy 
Studies and in the UCSF 
Global Brain Health Insti-
tute. “The threshold analy-
sis provides prices for what 
these 174 countries could 
justify for these therapies, 
which would need to vary 
substantially by country.” 

For example, the study 
found that for the U.S, 
the price required for lec-
anemab is $9,388 with the 
health care perspective, and 
$17,257 using the societal 

perspective. The compara-
ble results for donanemab 
are $13,964 and $26,829. 
This compares with current 
list prices in the U.S. of 
$26,500 for lecanemab and 
$32,000 for donanemab. 
These findings suggest that 
price reductions of 16% to 
35% would be needed to 
achieve the value-based 
pricing in the U.S. Lower 
prices would likely im-
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had a recurring role on 
Lady in the Lake alongside 
Natalie Portman. She is an 
alumna of Florida A&M 
University and trained at 
The William Esper Studio. 
Robinson is a proud mem-
ber of Actors’ Equity Asso-
ciation and SAG-AFTRA.

A passionate champion 
for the stage, Robinson 
shares:

“Theatre is the founda-
tion for most other acting 
platforms. The blending of 
music, dance, writing, de-
sign, visual, costume, and 
tech gives any artist the op-

portunity to use their gifts 
to create something lasting 
and impactful to society. 
We live in a time when we 
are inundated with news 
and information. Theatre 
offers perspective through 
entertainment. This col-
laborative art form will al-
ways be my first love!”

Peter Parros is a prolific 
and respected actor and 
writer whose career spans 
television, film, and the-
atre. He is best known for 
starring as Judge David 
Harrington on The Haves 
and the Have Nots. Parros 

also recently co-starred in 
the BET films The Final 
Say and Merry Switchmas.

Parros began his acting 
career at American The-
atre Arts in Hollywood 
before gaining widespread 
recognition as RC3 on the 
popular series Knight Rid-
er opposite David Hassel-
hoff. He later starred in the 
series The New Adam-12 
and has appeared in recur-
ring roles on Law & Order 
and Family Man, along 
with guest appearances on 
shows including Lethal 
Weapon, Scorpion, Castle, 
Seinfeld, Star Trek: The 
Next Generation, Bones, 

New York Undercover, and 
CSI: Miami.

On the role theatre 
played in shaping his ap-
proach to acting, Parros 
says:

“[My] theater back-
ground was really helpful 
because that helps you to 
develop a character, un-
derstand your relationship, 
and have some kind of 
technique to be a founda-
tion for how you’re work-
ing.” (Source: Music and 
Medicine, 2025, Youtube)

His film credits include 
Real Genius, Death Before 
Dishonor, and Who Are 
You People. Parros also 

earned two NAACP Image 
Awards nominations for 
his work in daytime televi-
sion, appearing as Dr. Ben 
Harris on As the World 
Turns, Dr. Ben Price on 
One Life to Live, and Leo 
Baines on The Young and 
the Restless.

In addition to acting, 
Parros is an accomplished 
writer, having written for 
episodic television, the 
films Something to Sing 
About and The Climb, and 
the Christian comic book 
series Kidz of the King Ad-
ventures.

With excitement for 
this year’s festival, Parros 

shares:
 In a world that is mov-

ing further and further to-
ward artificially generated 
entertainment, this is a rare 
opportunity to experience 
excellent, live, global art-
istry and storytelling. I 
hope you will make the ef-
fort to join us and share in 
what is sure to be a unique 
and uplifting atmosphere!

The International Black 
Theatre Festival returns 
to Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina, July 27-August 
1,2026.

For more information 
and IBTF updates, visit 
ncblackrep.org/ibtf.

ROBINSON, from Page 2

ACP Calls for Reform of the Medicare Advantage Program to Protect Patients
(Newswise) — The 

Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services (CMS) 
should reform Medicare 
Advantage to protect pa-
tient health and realign 
the plan option with its 
original purpose, says the 
American College of Phy-
sicians (ACP).

In a new paper, “Protect-
ing the Integrity and Qual-
ity of the Medicare Advan-
tage Program: A Position 
Paper from the American 
College of Physicians” 
published in Annals of 
Internal Medicine, ACP 
examines growth of the 

Medicare Advantage pro-
gram and its implications 
for the delivery of fair, 
high-quality and fiscally 
responsible care to older 
adults and people with dis-
abilities.

Medicare Advantage is 
the private option in Medi-
care that now enrolls more 
than half of all Medicare 
beneficiaries. The plans 
are offered by private in-
surers approved by the 

CMS and integrate Part A 
and Part B of traditional 
Medicare coverage into a 
single plan with additional 
coverage options, such as 
prescription drugs, dental, 
vision and even gym mem-
berships.

The additional coverage 
appeals to beneficiaries, 
but beneficiaries often face 
challenges in navigating 
plan choices, unexpected 
costs, prior authorization 
and access to clinicians 
and post-acute services. 
These barriers dispropor-
tionately affect those who 
are low-income, live in 

rural communities, or have 
several chronic conditions. 
Medicare Advantage risk 
adjustment policies have 
created payment vulner-
abilities and favorable 
patient selection, whereas 
quality measurement of the 
plans remains fragmented 
and overly complex.

In the paper, ACP details 
several position statements 
and recommendations for 
policymakers to ensure 
that traditional fee-for-
service Medicare remains 
a strong, sustainable op-
tion for beneficiaries and 
advises that Medicare Ad-

vantage plans should not 
be used to replace or priva-
tize traditional Medicare. 
These plans also must pro-
vide transparent, standard-
ized benefit designs, which 
would improve benefi-
ciaries’ decision making, 
enhance accountability 
and ensure that plan offer-
ings prioritize meaningful 
health benefits rather than 
serving as an incentive to 
select a plan.

The transparency should 
extend to the promotion 
of Medicare Advantage 

See ACP, Page 6

How to Overcome Global Price Barriers for New Alzheimer’s Drugs



www.NorthDallasGazette.com                                                                                                                                  Community

For the 411 in the community, go to www.northdallasgazette.com                                                              May 21-27, 2026 | North Dallas Gazette | 5

C
ou

rt
es

y 
ph

ot
o

 With early voting under-
way and Election Day just 
days away, Dallas County 
voters have multiple op-
portunities to cast ballots in 
the May 26 primary runoff 
election. 

Early voting continues 
through Friday at 74 loca-
tions countywide, open 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Registered 
voters may cast ballots at 

any early voting center, of-
fering flexibility for those 
with busy schedules ahead 
of the Memorial Day week-
end..

Dallas County Elections 
Department officials note 
that registered voters can 
vote at any of the Early Vot-
ing locations. Voters should 
bring an acceptable photo 
ID, such as a Texas driver’s 
license, passport or military 

ID. Those without proper 
ID may still vote with a 
supporting document by 
completing a Reasonable 
Impediment Declaration. 

On Election Day, Tues-
day, May 26, polls open at 
7 a.m. and close at 7 p.m. 
at numerous Vote Centers 
across the county. Anyone 
in line by 7 p.m. will be al-
lowed to vote. The county 
uses a Vote Center model, 

so voters are not restricted 
to a single precinct loca-
tion. 

Key races on the Demo-
cratic ballot include the 
county clerk contest be-
tween Ann Marie Cruz 
and Damarcus Offord, 
and the Criminal District 
Court No. 5 race featur-
ing Mareen Alexander and 
Lakesha Smith. Republican 
runoffs and other local con-

tests also appear on ballots 
depending on the voter’s 
party participation in the 
March primary. 

Mail ballots must be re-
ceived by election officials 
by 7 p.m. on Election Day 
if not postmarked, or by the 
following day under cer-
tain conditions. Voters can 
check their sample ballot, 
find locations and verify 
registration at dallascoun-

tyvotes.org or by calling 
the elections office. 

Officials urge residents 
to vote early to ensure their 
voices are heard in races 
that will help determine 
nominees for the Novem-
ber general election. For 
wait times, locations and 
more details, visit the coun-
ty’s interactive dashboard 
or download the election 
information sheet. 

Early Voting Already Underway to Decide Primary Runoffs on May 26

tion, condemned the broad-
er push.

“This is their way of 
moving the goalposts, of 
changing the rules dur-
ing the game, of stacking 
the deck,” Figures said in 
an NPR interview. “That’s 
what’s motivating this.” 

NAACP General Counsel 
Kristen Clarke called Ten-
nessee’s map a direct as-
sault. “A democracy with-
out Black representation is 
not a democracy,” Clarke 
said in response to the redis-
tricting. “It is a direct attack 
on our democracy and our 
Constitution to dismantle 
majority-Black districts.” 

Civil rights groups, in-
cluding the NAACP and 

ACLU, have filed lawsuits 
challenging Tennessee’s 
map, arguing intentional ra-
cial discrimination and vio-
lations of state law. Protests 
erupted at the Tennessee 
Capitol, with demonstrators 
invoking Jim Crow-era sup-
pression tactics. 

In Louisiana, officials 
delayed primaries after the 
ruling to redraw maps, po-
tentially eliminating a sec-
ond majority-Black district. 
South Carolina Republi-
cans are advancing plans 
that could weaken Rep. Jim 
Clyburn’s 6th District. 

Voting rights organiza-
tions say the developments 
compound setbacks since 
the 2013 Shelby County 

v. Holder decision and re-
flect a coordinated effort 
to dilute minority voting 
strength. The Congres-
sional Black Caucus has 
warned of potential losses 
for up to a dozen members 
if maps survive legal chal-
lenges. 

Supporters of the new 
maps argue they better re-
flect partisan leanings and 
traditional redistricting cri-
teria, rejecting claims of ra-
cial targeting. Legal battles 
are expected to stretch into 
the election cycle, with 
plaintiffs seeking injunc-
tions. The fights underscore 
deepening divisions over 
race, representation and 
democracy less than six 
months before voters head 
to the polls.

VOTE, from Page 1

Warren G. Lee Jr. Dallas STEM Youth Excellence Grand Prix Raced Into 
Fair Park for STEM Grand Prix This Weekend

Student-built go-karts, 
STEM learning, and high-
energy competition took 
center stage at Fair Park 
during the Dallas STEM 
Youth Excellence Grand 
Prix this weekend. This ed-
ucational motorsport event 
featured student go-kart 
drag race teams made up 
of youth ages 6 to 17 who 
spent months assembling 
go-karts while learning 
hands-on STEM concepts, 
including mechanical en-
gineering, internal com-

bustion engines, racing 
mechanics, teamwork, and 
leadership.

Each student worked 
alongside an adult driver 
and participated in race 
preparation and pit crew 
operations throughout the 
event. Races took place in 
a controlled environment 
with extensive safety mea-
sures, including regulated 
go-karts, emergency kill 
switches, and onsite safety 
infrastructure. Go-karts 
were limited to a maximum 

speed of 25 mph.
Presented by Omega Psi 

Phi Fraternity, Inc.’s Theta 
Alpha STEM Academy in 
partnership with Fair Park 
and L.A. Motor Toys, the 
event celebrated youth 
achievement in STEM 
education while promoting 
mentorship, teamwork, and 
real-world learning experi-
ences.

The Grand Prix was 
named in honor of the late 
Warren G. Lee, Jr., for 
his contributions to the 

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 
Theta Alpha Chapter in 
Dallas.  Mr. Lee served as 
the Grand Basileus from 
2006-2010, and 2nd Vice 
Grand Basileus from 1972-
1974.  His contributions to 
STEM were in the areas of 
mathematics where he was 
an accountant serving as a 
tax preparer for local black 
residents in the inner city 
of Dallas.  He also served 
the fraternity as the Grand 

See STEM, Page 13



The University of North 
Texas (UNT) and Collin 
College introduced UNT 
OnePath through Collin 
College, a new co-enroll-
ment partnership that will 
allow qualified students to 
earn two degrees — associ-
ate and bachelor’s degrees 
— in business and biology 
through a coordinated pro-
gram based in Frisco.

Beginning in Fall 2026, 
students in OnePath will 
be co-enrolled at both in-
stitutions, following a 
structured degree plan that 
aligns coursework and stu-
dent support services. The 
inaugural pathways include 
business degree programs 

offered online and at UNT 
at Frisco, as well as a biol-
ogy bachelor’s degree with 
pre–healthcare advising at 
the Collin College Frisco 
Campus. Upper-level biol-
ogy courses are offered in 
Denton or at UNT at Fris-

co.
Collin College and UNT 

have partnered to launch 
the OnePath program in 
Frisco.

    “As this partnership 
grows, it will create more 
opportunities for stu-

dents to move seamlessly 
through shared coursework 
as they work toward a UNT 
degree,” said Dr. Neil Mat-
kin, Collin College district 
president. “This partner-
ship expands opportunity 
for students by combining 
the strengths of both insti-
tutions in a single, coordi-
nated pathway.”

Co-enrolled students will 
have access to academic 
support, career services, 
and campus life resources 
across campuses while 
progressing toward a UNT 
bachelor’s degree.

“Every qualified student 
who commits to learn with 
us deserves a clear path 

forward — and this part-
nership makes that pos-
sible from day one,” said 
Dr. Harrison Keller, UNT 
president. “This is exactly 
what it looks like when in-
stitutions work together to 
create enduring value for 
the public good.”

The co-enrollment 
model simplifies the tran-
sition from associate to 
bachelor’s degree, reduc-
ing transfer barriers and 
expanding access to in-
demand programs that sup-
port workforce needs in 
Collin County and across 
the North Texas region.

For more information 
about OnePath, visit www.

collin.edu/academics/one-
path.

Collin College serves 
more than 60,000 credit 
and continuing education 
students annually and of-
fers more than 200 degrees 
and certificates. For more 
information, visit www.
collin.edu.

The University of North 
Texas is a Carnegie R1 
public research university 
and the largest university in 
Dallas-Fort Worth — one 
of the most dynamic re-
gions in the world. Through 
its campuses in Denton and 
Frisco, Texas, UNT serves 
nearly 44,000 students with 
242 degree programs.
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Dallas ISD schools are 
intentionally designed to 
give every student access 
to a high-quality education. 
From renovated facilities 
to innovative teachers, stu-
dents are met where they 
are and given the tools to 
succeed in and outside the 
classroom.

As Martin Luther King 
Jr. once said, “The function 
of education is to teach one 
to think intensively and 
to think critically. Intelli-
gence plus character, that is 

the goal of true education.”
Our students are gaining 

essential leadership quali-
ties alongside their aca-
demic preparation.

Renovations at the Char-
maine and Robert Price 
Career Institute South have 
opened a gateway to ca-
reer-focused learning op-
portunities for students. On 
May 19, 2026, Dallas ISD 
held a building dedication 
ceremony and open house 
to celebrate this exciting 
new resource for students. 
Thank you for joining us 
in commemorating this im-
portant milestone.

At CIS, students from 
David W. Carter and Jus-
tin F. Kimball high schools 
have the opportunity to 

earn certifications and gain 
hands-on experience that 
will directly prepare them 
for the workforce. Recent 
renovations include ex-
panded classrooms for the 
health sciences program, 
new labs for hands-on 
training in the automo-
tive center, and additional 
space for plumbing, elec-
trical and solar technology 
pathways.

These renovations en-
sure that the excellence of 
each program at the career 
institute is reflected not 
only in instruction, but also 
in the spaces and resources 
that support our students 
daily.

At Kathlyn Joy Gilliam 
Collegiate Academy, stu-

dents are excelling aca-
demically. Natalia F., a 
graduating senior, received 
the Chancellor’s Scholar-
ship from Southern Illinois 
University in Carbondale, 
a full academic scholarship 
valued at $108,000.

The campus has earned 
an exceptional 97 rating 
from the Texas Education 
Agency. This A rating, 
along with its recognition 
as a Blue Ribbon School, 
makes it a premier learn-
ing environment. With a 90 
percent reading proficiency 
rate, students benefit from 
an early college curriculum 
that allows them to earn 
both a high school diploma 
and an associate degree 
from Dallas College Cedar 

Valley Campus.
In addition to these ex-

citing academic achieve-
ments, we are still cele-
brating our boys basketball 
teams for their recent win 
at the state championship. 
At the April 23 board meet-
ing, we recognized student-
athletes and coaches from 
Kimball and Carter high 
schools for this outstand-
ing achievement.

The Kimball Knights 
boys basketball team won 
its second consecutive UIL 
4A Division I State Cham-
pionship with an impres-
sive 62-42 victory, defeat-
ing Fort Bend Crawford. 
This dynamic win secured 
their ninth state title.

The Carter Cowboys 

won their first UIL 4A Di-
vision II State Champion-
ship, defeating La Marque 
with an outstanding 67-41 
victory.

Lastly, I want to thank 
every voter who contrib-
uted to my re-election as 
District 6 trustee. While 
there is still progress to be 
made, I am proud of what 
we have accomplished so 
far.

In the months ahead, I 
look forward to represent-
ing you for another term 
and serving as a voice for 
our students, families, 
schools, and staff. Together 
we can continue to build 
better futures for our stu-
dents.

Thank you, District 6.

Dallas ISD Invests In Student Opportunity

UNT, Collin College announce ‘OnePath’ co-enrollment program in Frisco

plans, as well. ACP strong-
ly advises robust oversight 
and regulation of Medi-
care Advantage market-
ing practices to prevent 
misleading advertisements 
and says that plans engag-
ing in deceptive market-
ing should face penalties. 

Medicare Advantage plans 
should also be required to 
provide clear, standardized 
cost disclosures to protect 
beneficiaries from unex-
pected financial strain, 
and CMS should ensure 
that Medicare Advantage 
plans prioritize afford-

ability alongside access to 
care. ACP says the plans 
should enact balanced and 
transparent risk adjust-
ment mechanisms to better 
reflect patient complexity 
and avoid excessive cod-
ing practices.

Prior authorization re-
quirements in Medicare 
Advantage plans are a 

common concern for phy-
sicians and patients due 
to administrative burden 
and potential delays in 
necessary care; ACP calls 
for streamlined prior au-
thorization processes with 
faster response times and 
improved transparency. 
ACP also recommends that 
Medicare Advantage plans 

offer comprehensive and 
accessible telehealth op-
tions to benefit rural and 
underserved populations.

The plans should also re-
port to CMS and the public 
on the usage and outcomes 
of supplemental benefits, 
such as telehealth, dental, 
vision and hearing services 
to ensure accountability. 

Finally, ACP urges policy-
makers to prevent restric-
tive contractual clauses in 
Medicare Advantage mod-
els that interfere with phy-
sicians’ abilities to serve 
their patients. Regulatory 
frameworks should priori-
tize patient-centered care 
over administrative or fi-
nancial considerations.

ACP, from Page 4
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Eight imaginative chil-
dren’s playhouses will soon 
transform NorthPark Cen-
ter into a colorful showcase 
of creativity and commu-
nity support for children in 
foster care.

The designs run the 
gamut from a whimsical 
reading retreat, a Hawai-
ian-style cottage and a min-
iature auto market to a fill-
ing station

Dallas CASA will pres-
ent its annual Parade of 
Playhouses from May 22 
through June 7 at North-
Park Center. The free in-
door event features one-
of-a-kind playhouses 
custom-designed and do-
nated by local architects, 
builders, schools and com-
munity organizations.

The annual fundraiser 
supports Dallas CASA, the 
nonprofit organization that 
recruits and trains volun-

teer advocates for children 
who have experienced 
abuse or neglect and are 
living in foster care.

This year’s lineup in-
cludes playhouses with 
themes such as “BOOK-
WORM” and “STORY-
TELL,” along with designs 
inspired by cafés, histori-
cal homes and cozy read-
ing nooks. Students in the 
MAPS program at High-
land Park High School 
are also contributing a 
playhouse modeled after a 
home designed by architect 
Charles Dilbeck, whose 
distinctive houses are well 
known in the Park Cities 
area.

The 17-day event con-
cludes with raffles for the 
custom playhouses. Raffle 
tickets will cost $5 each 
or five for $20 and can be 
purchased during the event 
or through Dallas CASA’s 

website.
Since launching in 1996, 

Parade of Playhouses has 
become one of Dallas 
CASA’s signature pub-
lic events and its largest 
“friend-raiser,” drawing 
more than 1 million visi-
tors each year. Organiz-
ers say the event not only 
raises money for advocacy 
programs, but also intro-
duces community members 
to volunteer opportunities 
supporting children in fos-
ter care.

This year’s event is 
scheduled earlier than usu-
al because of the upcom-
ing 2026 FIFA World Cup 
matches set to take place in 
Dallas in June.

The event is presented by 
Crest Auto Group. More in-
formation about raffle tick-
ets and volunteer opportu-
nities is available through 
https://dallascasa.org.

The Parade of Playhouses Returns to NorthPark Center on May 22

Urban One Announces Agreements to 
Acquire Dallas Radio Stations KKDA 

and KRNB and to Sell KZMJ
SILVER SPRING, MD 

— Urban One has entered 
into an agreement to ac-
quire Service Broadcast-
ing Group, LLC, including 
its flagship radio stations 
KKDA and KRNB. Urban 
One has also agreed to 
sell radio station KZMJ to 
Fuzion Dallas, LLC. Both 
transactions are subject to 
regulatory approval by the 
Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) and 
other customary closing 
conditions.

The acquisition marks 
a significant expansion of 
Urban One’s reach in the 
Dallas community and 
reinforces the company’s 
commitment to providing 
high-quality, local content 
to the market. The acquisi-

tion will elevate influential 
urban voices and allow 
them to operate from a 
more powerful and expan-
sive platform.

“This transaction is ac-
cretive and advances our 

consolidation strategy by 
scaling our presence in 
high-growth regions where 
our target audience is most 
concentrated,” said Alfred 

See RADIO, Page 8
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C. Liggins, III, President 
and Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Urban One. “By 
bringing these stations into 
our portfolio, we aren’t 
just growing our footprint; 
we are elevating our ability 

to serve our audience and 
our advertising partners 
with unmatched scale and 
local expertise.”

The acquisition is de-
signed to offer a more 
comprehensive solution 

for local businesses, pro-
viding them with a broader 
reach and deeper commu-
nity engagement. Listeners 
can expect the same high 
standards of programming 
and community-focused 
broadcasting they have 
come to associate with 

Urban One and the Radio 
One brand, now amplified 
across two of the region’s 
most prominent frequen-
cies.

“Our people are the 
heart of our success,” 
added Doug Abernathy, 
Regional Vice President 

of Urban One “By align-
ing our best-in-class team 
with these new platforms, 
we are securing the future 
of local radio in Dallas and 
ensuring we remain the 
primary source for news, 
entertainment, and connec-
tion for the communities 

we serve.”
Urban One, Inc. (ur-

ban1.com) is the largest 
diversified media company 
primarily targeting Black 
Americans and urban con-
sumers in the U.S., reach-
ing 80 million unique con-
sumers monthly.

RADIO, from Page 7

prove access and therefore 
use. 

The  value-based pric-
ing substantially less in 
low- and middle-income 
countries. In low-income 
countries, the target price is 
between $4 and $32 — rep-
resenting price decreases of 

97% to 99%. In lower-mid-
dle-income countries, the 
value-based price ranges 
from $11 to $956. 

“Lecanemab and don-
anemab bring important 
health benefits, but at cur-
rent market prices they 
are too expensive for most 

health systems worldwide,” 
said study first author Men 
Thi Hoang, a health eco-
nomics research associate 
at Manchester Centre for 
Health Economics and PhD 
candidate at Trinity College 
Dublin. 

There is historical prec-
edent for lowering costs 
for important new medica-

tions. In the early 2000s, 
the price for anti-retroviral 
therapy for HIV disease 
was decreased by 99% 
from U.S. levels for lower-
income nations. The result 
was widespread uptake of 
these life-saving therapies. 

“We learned 25 years ago 
with HIV drugs that trans-
formative new treatments 

can be priced to reach peo-
ple around the world,” said 
Kahn. “I hope the same 
happens with Alzheimer’s 
medicines.” 

The authors say the study 
provides provisional value-
based pricing estimates 
that can inform market 
access decisions. Impor-
tantly, their model offers 

a flexible framework that 
can be adapted and refined 
with country-specific data 
to inform drug price nego-
tiations, and countries can 
enhance estimates with lo-
cal data, which may reduce 
the uncertainty of decisions 
when setting drug prices. 

Additional authors: San-
jib Saha, Dominic Trépel 

PRICE, from Page 4

By Daris Howard

My mother, my brother, 
and I were making plans 
for Memorial Day. I would 
pick up my mother, and 
my brother’s family and 
my family would meet at 
the cemetery that morn-
ing. When we had finished 
decorating the graves, we 
would go to my house for 
a barbecue.

“Can you bring lilacs 
with you?” my mother 
asked. “Lilacs are one of 
my favorite flowers.”

My mom had just been to 
our house for Sunday din-
ner, and before she left, I 
cut her a bouquet of lilacs. 
She was still enjoying their 
fragrance.

“When I die,” she said, 
“make sure you bring lilacs 
to put on my grave.”

“I’m quite partial to 
mums, myself,” my brother 
said. “Our lilacs are past 
blooming, so I think I will 
stop at the store and buy 
some mums to bring.”

“What about you, 
Daris?” my mom asked. 

“What flowers do you like 
best?”

I thought about that ques-
tion. Though I enjoy the fra-
grance and beauty of flow-
ers, I must admit that what 
I like most is tied more to 
feelings and memories. I’ve 
grown roses, irises, tulips, 
and just about every type 
of flower. I love to watch 
my wife and children enjoy 
them. I also like to see the 
children carry them in to 
their mother. But strangely, 
the flower that brings the 
fondest memories is one 
I don’t even grow, at least 
not on purpose. That flower 
is the dandelion.

I remember as a boy go-

ing into the pasture and 
seeing a sea of yellow and 
thinking it was the most 
beautiful sight in the world. 
But even more, I loved to 
see the wonder in the faces 
of my own children when 
the flower we too often 
think of as a noxious weed 
filled the countryside with a 
golden hue.

Only a couple of weeks 
ago, my two-year-old 
granddaughter was going 
across the yard, stopping 
to pick the small flowers. 
Each time her chubby little 
fist couldn’t hold anymore, 
she would come and de-
posit them on my lap for 
safekeeping.

I thought of her own 
mother as a little girl. She 
would pick the dandelions. 
When I would get home 
from a long day of work, 
she would bring them to me 
in a cup of water her moth-
er had helped her arrange.

“Here are some daddy 
wyons for you,” she would 
say. “I picked them special-
ly for you because you’re 
my daddy.”

I would pull her onto my 
lap and give her a big hug. 
Then I would often read a 
story to her, or we would 
sing a children’s song to-
gether.

Over the years, almost 
all my children brought me 

bouquets of “Daddy lions.” 
When they were small, they 
thought their daddy was the 
smartest and best guy in the 
world. But then they grew 
up, and as they did, daddy 
seemed less and less com-
petent. When they became 
teenagers, to them daddy’s 
esteemed value seemed to 
turn into an exponentially 
downward spiral until he 
was old-fashioned and 
knew next to nothing about 
what was good for them. 
That finally seemed to turn 
around some when they 
married and had children of 
their own.

Still, dandelions remind 
me of what I felt were some 

of the best times of my life. 
They remind me of work-
ing in the yard or playing 
in the park with my family. 
They remind me of picnics, 
hikes, and camping trips 
together. But mostly, they 
remind me of my love for 
them and pulling them onto 
my lap for a hug, a story, or 
a song.

 When my granddaughter 
finished gathering dande-
lions and brought the last 
bunch to me, she gave a big 
handful to me and took the 
rest to give to her daddy. 
So, when my mom asked 
me what flowers I loved 
best, to her surprise, I had 
an unusual, but ready, re-
ply.

“I just hope my children 
will bring me handfuls of 
Daddy Lions to put on my 
grave when I’m gone.”

Daris Howard, award-
winning, syndicated col-
umnist, playwright, and 
author, can be contacted at 
daris@darishoward.com; 
or visit his website at http://
www.publishinginspira-
tion.com, to buy his books.

Flowers, and Meaning on Memorial Day



(Black PR Wire) LOS 
ANGELES — The Getty 
Foundation announced to-
day it has awarded $1.8 
million for eight grants 
through its Black Visual 
Arts Archives initiative, a 
national, multi-year pro-
gram to enhance access 
to archival collections re-
lated to Black artists and 
arts organizations. This 
new round of grants brings 
Getty’s total funding for the 
initiative to $4.5M since it 
began in 2022, supporting a 
total of 20 grants across the 
United States at libraries, 
museums and universities. 

Scholarly interest in tell-
ing the full story of Ameri-
can art is stronger than ever, 
but organizations that hold 
key historical records con-
nected to Black art often 
lack the funding needed 
to process collections and 
make them available to the 
public. Getty’s grants are 
transforming the discover-
ability and visibility of artist 
papers, exhibition records, 
educational materials, pho-
tographic documentation 
and more by helping insti-
tutions process and digitize 
tens of thousands of archi-
val documents. Support 
is also making it possible 
for them to activate the ar-
chives through community 
events, exhibitions and oth-
er creative projects.

“These grants will help 
cultural institutions across 
the country uncover an 
abundance of untold sto-
ries of Black creativity and 
resilience,” said Miguel de 
Baca, senior program offi-
cer at the Getty Foundation. 
“We can’t wait to see how 
these projects will make 
such inspiring collections 
more available to research-
ers and community mem-
bers.”

Projects will kick off at 

eight institutions, including 
Afro Charities, Inc.; Au-
burn Avenue Research Li-
brary on African American 
Culture and History; Berke-
ley Art Museum and Pacific 
Film Archive; Charles H. 
Wright Museum of African 
American History; Morgan 
State University’s Beulah 
M. Davis Special Collec-
tions Department; South 
Side Community Art Cen-
ter; South Side Home Mov-
ie Project at the University 
of Chicago and the David 
C. Driskell Center at the 
University of Maryland.

A common thread across 
projects is a focus on Black 
female artists, including the 
Auburn Avenue Research 
Library, which is digitizing 
historic records, photogra-
phy and other exhibition 
planning materials tied to 
leading Black women arts 
administrators and artists 
in Atlanta, like Stephanie 
Hughley, Kathleen Joy Bal-
lard Peters and Mary Parks 
Washington. Celebrated ab-
stract painter Alma Thomas 
is among the artists whose 
career and social life was 
chronicled in the AFRO, the 
oldest family-owned Afri-

can American newspaper 
whose archives are being 
processed by Baltimore-
based Afro Charities. The 
Driskell Center is activat-
ing the archives of Where 
We At Black Women Art-
ists, Inc., a collective that 
promoted the development 
of feminist artists like Faith 
Ringgold, Dindga McCan-
non and Kay Brown.

“Arriving as The Driskell 
Center marks its 25th an-
niversary, Getty’s grant se-
cures the records that make 
Black art histories possible, 
ensuring they are preserved 
and widely accessible,” said 
Jordana Moore Saggese, di-
rector of The Driskell Cen-
ter. “Through the process-
ing and digitization of these 
vital collections, alongside 
a new digital platform for 
public access, the project 
extends David C. Driskell’s 
lifelong commitment to 
expanding who and what 
counts in American art.”

The initiative supports ar-
chives connected to a wide 
range of art forms. The Uni-
versity of Chicago’s South 
Side Home Movie Project 
will use funding to identify, 
digitize and make publicly 

accessible rare moving im-
age documentation of mid-
20th-century Black visual 
arts and arts institutions. 
Public programming and 
a digital resource guide 
will activate unprocessed 
footage that documents 
the vibrant cultural life 

of Chicago’s South Side. 
The Berkeley Art Museum 
and Pacific Film Archive 
(BAMPFA), home of the 
nation’s largest institutional 
collection of quilts made by 
Black artists, will use their 
grant to digitize materials 
and create a finding aid for 

archival materials about 
quilts from the collection of 
Eli Leon, including slides 
and photographic docu-
mentation, artist files and 
field recordings. 

“The significance of the 
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Getty Awards $1.8M to Increase Access to Black Visual Arts Archives

See ARTS, Page 10



(Black PR Wire) CHI-
CAGO — The Chicago 
Department of Cultural 
Affairs and Special Events 
(DCASE) today announced 
the lineup for the 2026 Chi-
cago Blues Festival, taking 
place June 4–7.

The nation’s largest free 
blues festival returns with 
a citywide lineup honor-
ing Chicago’s blues legacy, 
while highlighting estab-
lished musicians and the 
next generation of blues 
performers.

“Chicago is the birth-
place of modern blues, and 
this festival reflects the 
sound, soul and resilience 
that define our city,” said 
Mayor Brandon Johnson. 
“By investing in free, ac-
cessible cultural events like 
the Chicago Blues Festival, 

we are supporting artists, 
strengthening communities 
and ensuring this legacy 
continues for generations 
to come.”

“The Chicago Blues 

Festival is both a celebra-
tion and a living archive of 
this art form,” said DCASE 
Acting Commissioner Ke-
nya Merritt. “This year’s 
programming honors the 

pioneers who shaped the 
blues while elevating 
emerging artists who are 
expanding its future while 
activating downtown Chi-
cago as a global stage.”

The festival begins 
Thursday, June 4, at Ramo-
va Theatre in Bridgeport 
with an opening night pro-
gram, followed by three 
days of performances June 
5–7 at Millennium Park. 
All performances in Mil-
lennium Park are free and 
open to the public.

The Chicago Blues 
Festival is sponsored by 
Chicago Jazz Publishing, 
Chicago Transit Authority, 
Millennium Garages, Mil-
lennium Park Foundation, 
Mississippi Delta Tour-
ism Association, Missis-
sippi Development Author-
ity, NRG Energy, Rosa’s 
Lounge, the Lloyd A. Fry 
Foundation, WDCB 90.9 
FM and WVON 1690. Fes-
tival partners’ continued 
support helps ensure the 

festival remains free and 
accessible while celebrat-
ing Chicago’s rich blues 
heritage.

As in previous years, 
outside alcohol is not al-
lowed for the Chicago 
Blues Festival, but alcohol 
may be purchased inside 
the venue. Before visiting, 
please be advised of other 
prohibited items at Millen-
niumPark.org.

ASL Interpretation will 
be provided for all main-
stage shows. Please email 
dcase@cityofchicago.org 
by May 27 if other accom-
modations are needed.

For a full schedule of 
acts appearing in this icon-
ic festival, look up the story 
on www. northdallasgazette.
com.
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City of Chicago Announces Lineup for 2026 Chicago Blues Festival, June 4-7

African American Quilt 
Collection at BAMPFA 
does not truly emerge with-
out the family names, his-
torical details and stories 
that reside in the archive,” 
said Elaine Yau, associate 
curator and academic liai-
son at BAMPFA. “Getty’s 
support of this work is 
especially meaningful at 
a university art museum, 
where there is exciting 
potential for students, re-

searchers and quiltmaker 
descendants to collaborate 
and further amplify stories 
of creative ingenuity and 
love that are embodied in 
quilts.”

Getty formed the initia-
tive in consultation with 
professional organizations 
and specialists in Black ar-
chives, including indepen-
dent scholar and archivist 
Dominique Luster. Black 
Visual Arts Archives is one 

of several efforts by Getty 
to broaden awareness of 
and preserve Black cultural 
heritage, including Con-
serving Black Modernism, 
African American Historic 
Places Los Angeles and 
its joint acquisition of the 
Johnson Publishing Com-
pany archive and the ar-
chive of architect Paul R. 
Williams.

For a full list of grant re-
cipients, look up this story 
on www.northdallasga-
zette.com.

ARTS, from Page 9

The Jaws of Brooklyn Channel Soulful Glitter and Grit on ‘Unstoppable’
The Jaws of Brooklyn 

have released their new 
EP Unstoppable. Co-pro-
duced with Grammy-win-
ner and Alabama Shakes 
keyboardist Ben Tanner, 
the seven-track project 
finds the Seattle five-piece 
blending Motown melody, 
Muscle Shoals soul and 
West Coast rock & roll 
with girl-group glitter and 
garage grit. 

This week, guitarist Bry-
an Cohen shared insight 
into each track on the new 
EP with Magnet Magazine.

Blurring the lines be-
tween genre and genera-
tion, Unstoppable expands 
on The Jaws of Brookyn’s 
signature melting pot 
sound of ‘60s/‘70s influ-
ences and thickly stacked 
vocal harmonies, which 
have earned praise from 

American Songwriter 
and Billboard over the 
years. As showcased on 
singles like the shimmer-
ing “Where Are You?”, 
the bombastic “Lie To 
Me” and the effervescent 
“Up All Nite,” these songs 
delve headfirst into love 
triangles, relationships 
and ride-or-die friendships 
– all anchored by front-
woman Gretchen Lemon’s 

powerhouse presence.
Unstoppable keeps the 

momentum going after the 
band’s 2025 album Crush 
On You, which was re-
leased during a whirlwind 

of change.
Following the addition 

of Lemon as the group’s 
electric new singer, they 
felt reenergized and in 
turn, their show-stopping 

performances cemented 
their reputation as a must-
see live act.

For a list of show dates 
visit their website (jawsof-
brooklyn.com).
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May 1, 2026
Ed Bell Construction is a Dallas based heavy highway contractor doing business 
in the North Texas market since 1963. With clients such as TxDOT, Dallas County 
Public Works, and the Cities of Dallas, Fort Worth, Richardson, and Mansfield (plus 
many others), we have a strong backlog of work in the highway market locally.
We are currently hiring for the following positions:
• Mechanic (Field)
• Laborer (Earthwork)
• Form setter (Structures)
• Dozer Operator (Earthwork)
• Roller Operator (Earthwork)
• Mixer Operator (Earthwork)
• Finisher (Structures, Paving)
• Batch Plant Operator (Paving)
• Slipform Machine Operator (Paving)
• Motor Grader Operator (Earthwork)
• CDL Drivers (Haul Truck, End Dump)
• Barricade Servicer (Must have valid DL)
Available: multiple openings
Rate: Negotiable
Must have own transportation.
Years of Experience required will vary, from 6 months to 2 years (depending on 
position)
Physical and Drug Screen Required
Must have a Clear Background
Must be at least 18 years old (CDL Driver, 21 yrs.)BOAT, from Page 3

City of Carrollton Retains Multiple ‘AAA’ Ratings on Bonds
Fitch Ratings, Inc. and 

S&P Global Ratings inde-
pendently assigned “AAA” 
ratings to the City of Car-
rollton’s general obligation 
(GO) improvement and re-
funding bonds, waterworks 
and sewer system revenue 
bonds series 2026, and 
outstanding bonds in each 
category. Both agencies as-
signed stable outlooks.

“The analysts from Fitch 
and S&P conducted very 
thorough reviews, and I am 
pleased to report both agen-
cies confirmed the City’s 
AAA-stable rating,” Car-
rollton Chief Financial Of-
ficer Diana Vaughn said. 
“This is literally the highest 
credit rating achievable and 
reflects a team effort among 
elected officials, City lead-
ership, and the City’s Fi-
nance Department to ensure 
City resources are managed 
effectively across Carroll-
ton’s 37.1 square miles of 
residences, businesses, and 
green spaces.”

Vaughn said the City’s 
“AAA” rating of water-
works and sewer sys-
tem revenue bonds was 
achieved with particular 
thanks to the work of Car-
rollton’s Public Works, En-
gineering, Utility Customer 
Service Departments, and 
the Resolution Center, all of 
which ensure safe, reliable 
water and sewer service 
is provided to more than 
38,000 residential and com-
mercial water customers.

Fitch said Carrollton’s 
“AAA” waterworks and 
sewer system rating reflects 
the utility’s exceptionally 
strong financial profile, 
very strong operating risk 
profile, and defensibility. 

S&P cited the City’s ro-
bust drought management 

plan, backup generators for 
severe weather and emer-
gency events, and contin-
ued investment in addition-
al generators to meet state 
requirements.

The bonds represent se-
nior lien obligations of the 
City’s combined water and 
sewer system, payable from 
net system revenues. Be-
cause the City does not own 
any treatment facilities, it 
purchases treated water on 
a wholesale basis from Dal-
las Water Utilities (DWU) 
and wastewater treatment 
services from Trinity River 
Authority (TRA).

Proceeds from the wa-
terworks and sewer system 
revenue bonds will fund 
utility system improve-
ments, including upgrades, 
replacements, storage, dis-
tribution, and maintenance 
projects, as well as issuance 
costs.

The City will use the pro-
ceeds from the series 2026 
GO bonds to fund various 
permanent public improve-
ments, ranging from public 
safety and the tennis center 
to street and other infra-
structure improvements.

Both Fitch and S&P cited 
Carrollton’s strong reserve 
levels, budgetary flexibility, 
and manageable long-term 
liabilities in affirming the 
ratings. The agencies also 
noted the City’s strong de-

mographic and economic 
indicators, including edu-
cational attainment, median 
household income, and un-
employment rates.

The City has experienced 
continued growth in tax-
able value driven by com-
mercial, industrial, and 
retail investment, along 
with appreciation in the tax 
base. Additional growth is 
anticipated through multi-
family residential projects 
and transit-oriented mixed-
use developments in and 
around Downtown Carroll-
ton.

The DART Silver Line 
Regional Rail project, in 
operation since December 
2025, is strengthening east-
west connectivity and cre-
ating additional economic 
opportunities throughout 
the region.

“Carrollton’s strong fi-
nancial position reflects sta-
ble leadership and the long-
term vision and support of 
the City Council,” Vaughn 
said. “We appreciate Fitch 
and S&P Global recogniz-
ing the City’s strong finan-
cial practices and consistent 
financial performance, even 
during economic down-
turns.”

S&P said Carrollton 
benefits from a strong and 
diverse regional economy, 
continued economic de-
velopment, strong operat-

ing performance, robust 
reserves and liquidity, and 
comprehensive financial 
management policies and 
procedures.

According to Fitch and 
S&P, Carrollton’s general 
obligation debt is rated 
above the sovereign be-
cause the agencies believe 
the City could maintain 

stronger credit charac-
teristics than the federal 
government under a stress 
scenario. The agencies also 
cited the City’s financial 
flexibility.

“An efficiently and suc-
cessfully-run City like Car-
rollton is built on strong 
financial management, 
long-range forecasting, and 
consistent budget monitor-
ing,” Mayor Steve Babick 
said. “The City Council 
regularly reviews capital 
improvement plans, budget 
reports, and quarterly in-
vestment reports provided 
by City staff. These prac-
tices, along with fiscally 
responsible budgeting and 
strong financial leadership, 
position Carrollton for con-

tinued growth.”
The City’s GO bonds are 

backed by an annual ad va-
lorem tax levied on taxable 
property within the City, 
subject to limits prescribed 
by law. S&P noted Carroll-
ton’s tax levy remains well 
below the maximum level.

S&P Global Ratings is 
a division of S&P Global 
that provides credit ratings, 
financial research, and mar-
ket analysis. Fitch Ratings, 
Inc. is a global financial 
information services com-
pany providing credit rat-
ings and market research in 
more than 30 countries.

For more information 
about Carrollton’s fiscal 
status, visit cityofcarroll-
ton.com/finance.

munity in the ’60s fought. 
They helped everyone get 
the right to vote,” she said. 
“It’s because of them that I 

am even a possibility.”
Mayra understands 

whose shoulders she’s 
standing on and isn’t pre-

tending otherwise.
Are we really in the same 

boat?
I asked her that directly.
“Only if we are rowing in 

the same direction.”
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NOTICE OF ACTION FOR
DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF ORANGE
CASE NO.: 24D007480

TO: YOSEL RAFAEL MORENO HERNANDEZ
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS: 1035 E CENTER-

VILLE RD APT 513 GARLAND, TX 75041
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action for Dissolution of 
Marriage has been filed against you and you are required to 
serve a copy of your written defenses, if any, to it on Denisse 
Gallegos, whose address is P.O. Box 15891 Santa Ana, CA 
92735, on or before 09/24/2024, and file the original with the 
clerk of this court either before service on Petitioner or imme-
diately thereafter. 

If you fail to do so, a default may be entered against you for the 
relief demanded in the petition. 

DATED THIS 7 OF MAY, 2026

Heightened ICE Enforcement Harms US-Born Workers, Shrinks Workforce
(Newswise) — Height-

ened immigration enforce-
ment during the second 
Trump administration has 
not expanded job opportu-
nities for U.S.-born work-
ers and is associated with 
a reduction of employment 
for U.S.-born men with no 
more than a high school de-
gree, according to new CU 
Boulder research.

The study also found 
that employment among 
remaining immigrants de-
clines 4% on average after 
an Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement surge, 
likely due to a “chilling ef-
fect” in which they stop go-
ing to work out of fear.

The study is the first na-
tional assessment of the im-
pact the Trump administra-
tion’s immigration policy 
has had on the labor market.

It was published May 4 
by the nonprofit, non-par-
tisan National Bureau of 
Economic Research.

“We show that height-
ened ICE activity is harm-
ing the labor market over-
all, and we find no evidence 
that it is benefiting U.S.-
born workers,” said author 
Chloe East, associate pro-
fessor of economics at CU 
Boulder. “If anything, job 
opportunities for U.S.-born 
workers are going down as 
a result.”

Thousands of
lost workers

For the study, East and 
co-author Elizabeth Cox, 
a research assistant with 
CU’s Institute for Behav-
ioral Science, analyzed data 
from the federal Current 
Population Survey (CPS)—
a monthly employment sur-
vey of about 59,000 house-
holds. They also looked at 
detailed data on ICE arrests 
across 58 regions around 
the country.

When comparing re-
gions that had experienced 
a large and sudden increase 
in monthly ICE arrests be-

tween January 2025 and 
October 2025 with regions 
that had not, they found 
major differences in labor 
markets.

On average, in a re-
gion that had experienced 
an ICE surge, 4% fewer 
“likely undocumented” im-
migrants remaining in the 
community reported work-
ing in the previous week. 
(Because no U.S. survey 
asks for immigration status, 
economists use a proxy to 
estimate undocumented im-
migrant populations).

The study found no evi-
dence that employers in-
creased wages to attract 
U.S.-born workers to jobs 
once taken by undocu-
mented immigrants, or that 
U.S. workers had more job 
opportunities after ICE en-
forcement surges.

But it did find that, on av-
erage, in regions which had 
experienced an ICE surge, 
1.3% fewer U.S. born 

males with a high school 
degree or less had jobs.

These reductions in 
workforce are on top of the 
number of immigrants re-
moved from communities 
through detention, arrest or 
deportation, notes East.

For instance, in a region 
where 1,200 people were 
arrested or detained by ICE 
over the study period, ap-
proximately 7,574 fewer 
undocumented immigrants 
and 1,200 fewer U.S.-born 
men with a high school de-
gree or less would be em-
ployed, the study suggests.

“For every six male un-
documented workers lost, 
we found that the labor 
market also loses one male 
U.S.-born worker,” said 
East.

Employers
cutting back

The CPS survey does 
not ask exactly why people 
leave the workforce. But 
previous studies of enforce-

ment surges during the 
Great Depression and the 
Obama administration have 
shown that heightened im-
migration enforcement can 
have a chilling effect on 
remaining immigrant com-
munities, prompting them 
to avoid going out in pub-
lic—including for work. 

That effect has been 
much stronger during the 
recent ICE surge than in 
previous enforcement up-
ticks, the study suggests. 
That’s likely due to a 
change in tactics in which 
agents are arresting more 
people in public spaces, 
such as schools, streets and 
churches, and more people 
without criminal records 
are being detained.

Forty-three percent of 
U.S. immigrants report 
being concerned about 
themselves or someone 
they know being deported, 
according to previous re-

search.
For U.S.-born workers, 

East said job opportunities 
can wither when employ-
ers—unable to find foreign 
laborers willing to do lower 
paying or more dangerous 
jobs—are forced to turn 
down jobs or decrease their 
production.

This phenomenon has 
been particularly strong for 
the U.S. agriculture sector, 
in which 17% of work-
ers are undocumented, the 
manufacturing sector, in 
which 6% are undocument-
ed, and the construction 
sector, in which 13% are 
undocumented.

For instance, in the con-
struction sector, recent 
immigration enforcement 
surges appear to have had 
twice the average impact on 
U.S.-born workers with a 
high school degree or less, 
reducing their employment 
rate by 3%.

“There is a common nar-
rative out there that mass 
deportations will free up 
job opportunities for U.S.-
born workers, but numer-
ous studies, including ours, 
have shown that is false,” 
said East. “If a construction 
company can’t find labor-
ers, they’re going to take 
on less work and hire fewer 
people overall.”

Longer term, the con-
traction of the labor market 
could lead to other prob-
lems for the economy, re-
ducing supply and driving 
prices of things like homes 
and manufactured goods 
up, said East.

“I hope our study gets 
people thinking beyond 
the headlines and rhetoric 
about the real economic 
impacts these enforcement 
actions are having on com-
munities, the labor market 
and our pocketbooks,” she 
said.
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I, Tarrun Arulkumar 
Rajeswari S/o Arulkumar 
Varadharajan date of birth 
12th April 2011 residing at 

422, Windward Dr, Murphy, 
TX , 75094, shall

henceforth be known as 
Tarrun Arulkumar.

NAME CHANGE

STEM, from Page 5
Keeper of Finance from 
1992-1998.  

Gayelord Gray, Basileus 
of Omega Psi Phi Frater-
nity’s Theta Alpha Chap-
ter said STEM education 
is vital for innovation and 
career readiness. “The 
chapter continues to be at 
the forefront of commu-
nity service in the greater 
Dallas Metroplex, sharing 
the responsibility of leader-
ship for area youth through 
mentorship and educational 
programs focused on help-

ing young people achieve 
high academic, moral, and 
ethical goals.”

“The STEM Youth Ex-
cellence Prix fosters in-
terest in STEM education 
and creates an inspiring, 
community-centered event 
that highlights mentorship, 
youth empowerment, and 
collaborative learning op-
portunities for students,” 
said Joe Cabrera, STEM 
liaison for Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity’s Theta Alpha 
Chapter.

Study: Data Centers May Boost Power Bills Up to 57% By 2030
By Matt Shipman

(Newswise) — New re-
search suggests electricity 
demand from data centers 
and cryptocurrency mining 
is likely to increase power 
costs in some parts of the 
country by up to 57% by 
2030, with a national aver-
age increase of 6%-29%. 
Electricity demand related 
to data centers is also likely 
to increase CO2 emissions 
by up to 28% by 2030, rela-
tive to a future with no data 
center growth, according 
to the analysis from North 
Carolina State University, 
Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity, the University of Pitts-
burgh and the University of 
Toronto.

“Power demand in the 
U.S. was relatively flat 
for almost 20 years,” says 
Jeremiah Johnson, cor-
responding author of a 
journal article on the work 
and an associate professor 
of civil, construction and 
environmental engineer-
ing at North Carolina State 
University. “But in the past 
couple of years we’ve seen 
a significant increase in 
power demand, due largely 
to data centers and – to a 
lesser extent – cryptocur-

rency mining.
“We wanted to under-

stand the implications of 
this increased demand,” 
Johnson says. “What new 
power infrastructure will 
need to be built? Where? 
How will these systems 
be operated? What will 
that mean for the cost of 
electricity? And what will 
it mean for carbon emis-
sions?”

The researchers drew 
on recent research to esti-
mate data center and cryp-
tocurrency power demand 
through 2030, and then 
made use of computational 
modeling tools to forecast 
what technologies would be 
used to generate that power.

“Specifically, we used an 
energy system optimization 
model,” says Anderson de 
Queiroz, co-author of the 
paper and an associate pro-
fessor of civil, construction 
and environmental engi-
neering at NC State. “An 
energy system is the full 
supply chain that deliv-
ers energy to people. And 
optimization models are 
tools that can be used to 
search for the least expen-
sive ways to plan, maintain 
and operate energy systems 
in order to meet energy 

demand while complying 
with existing laws and reg-
ulations.”

“The optimization model 
we used for this work was 
designed to focus on electri-
cal power generation,” says 
Johnson. “We were able to 
look at energy supply and 
demand on an hourly level 
for 26 regions of the power 
grid, covering the lower 48 
United States.”

One key finding from the 
optimization model is that 
increased demand will lead 
to increased carbon dioxide 
emissions from electricity 
generation, by up to 28% 
over the next three and a 
half years.

“The power sector has 

made progress in reduc-
ing carbon emissions over 
the past 20 years, but the 
increased demand will es-
sentially erase a lot of that 
progress,” says Johnson.

“We also found that elec-
tricity costs will increase 
by an average of 6%-29%, 
nationally. However, those 
prices could increase as 
much as 57%, depending 
on where you are in the 
country.”

Those electricity price 
increases would be most 
pronounced in Virginia, 
eastern North Carolina, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Delaware, New Jersey, 
west Texas, Ohio, West Vir-
ginia and New York.

“But those future price 
increases depend on where 
new data centers are built,” 
Johnson says. “For ex-
ample, price increases in 
Virginia jump due to sub-
stantial expansion of data 
centers. If the data centers 
are distributed more broad-
ly across the country, Vir-
ginia won’t be hit as hard. 
Prices will still go up for 
everyone, but the expense 

will be spread more evenly 
across the country.

“There is a great deal 
of uncertainty regarding 
the cost of installing new 
natural gas turbines and the 
cost of natural gas itself,” 
Johnson says. “But regard-
less of fuel cost and the cost 
to build new natural gas 
plants, we still see substan-
tial increases in electricity 
cost and CO2 emissions.
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Soap Isn’t Always Soap
Dr. James L. Snyder

After several months 
of mayhem in our house, 
things began to quiet down. 
It was beginning to get back 
to our normal way of life.

Of course, because of the 
mayhem, many things that 
needed to be done did not 
get done. That made The 
Gracious Mistress of the 
Parsonage jump in line to 
try to catch up with every-
thing around the house. If 
there’s one thing undone, 
she cannot sit down.

I was able to get into my 
office and begin working 
on projects. I sure missed 
all that time working on my 
favorite projects. But I was 
committed to getting up to 
date with everything in my 
office. Of course, my up-
to-date definition does not 
compare with The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage’s.

I noticed there were a lot 
of dishes to be cleaned, so 
I went up to The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage 

and said, “Would you like 
me to do the dishes today?”

After a long period of 
laughing, she looked at me 
and said, “Do you remem-
ber the last time you did 
dishes for me?”

My memory isn’t always 
up to date, and I had to think 
a little bit about what she 
was talking about. Then it 
occurred to me.

About 20 years ago, I 
did the dishes for her. I 
think she was away shop-
ping or something, so I de-
cided to step in and help her 
with some of these kitchen 
chores.

I packed all of the dishes 
into the dishwasher. It took 
me quite a while because I 
couldn’t figure out where 
they all went. Eventually, I 
got them all in.

Now I had to find soap to 
clean these dishes. I looked 
everywhere, and I couldn’t 
find any soap in the kitchen. 
I finally went back to the 
laundry area and found a 
big box of soap there. I took 

that soap, went to the kitch-
en, opened the dishwasher, 
and just poured it all on 
those dishes. My goal was 
to make them cleaner than 
they’ve ever been.

I made sure every dish 
and utensil had a little soap 
on it. I was going to make 
The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage proud of 
her husband’s work in the 
kitchen.

I put everything in the 
dishwasher, along with the 
soap, then closed the door 
and turned it on. I smiled as 
I heard it working there be-
fore me. I then went back to 
my office to do a bit of work 
while the dishwasher ran.

While I was in the of-
fice, I began to hear a lot of 
noise from the kitchen that 
I couldn’t explain. It could 
be the dishwasher, since 
I’ve never heard it make 
that kind of noise before. 
What was happening in the 
kitchen?

I got up from my desk 
and went into the kitchen, 

and just as I entered the 
kitchen, I stopped in great 
shock. Soap from the dish-
washer was pouring onto 
the kitchen floor.

The dishwasher was 
cleaning the kitchen floor, 
which I’ve never seen be-
fore.

That soap kept coming 
out of the dishwasher. I 
didn’t know what to do. I’ve 
never been in a situation 
like this before. I’ve never 
washed dishes before.

I ran over to the dish-
washer and turned it off. In 
a minute or two, the flow of 
soap ceased coming out of 
the dishwasher. I looked all 
over the kitchen floor, and it 
was soaked with soap.

I did not know what to 
do, and as I stood there, I 
heard the front door open, 
and in walked The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage. 
She came into the kitchen, 
stopped, and yelled as I’d 
never heard her yell before.

“What have you done?” 
She said to me rather 

strongly.
I looked at her with some 

puppy-dog eyes and con-
fessed, “I thought I could 
help you by doing the dish-
es today.”

She looked at me, looked 
at the kitchen floor, then 
looked back at me.

I’m not sure how to re-
solve this situation. Still, 
The Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage looked at me 
firmly and said, “Why don’t 
you just go to your office 
and do your work, and I’ll 
stay here in the kitchen and 
do my work?”

Not knowing what to do, 
but knowing I was in a great 
deal of trouble, I did what 
she said and went back to 
my office. It took her most 
of the morning to clean up 
that mess I created.

That was 20 years ago, 
and I’ve never had that in-
cident happen again. So, 
when I ask The Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage 
if I could help her in the 
kitchen, I began to realize 

that the best help I could do 
for her was to get out of the 
way and go to my office.

I later found out that the 
soap I used was not for 
dishes but was for some-
thing completely different. 
How did I know there was 
a different soap for each 
project?

While in my office, I 
was reminded of a verse of 
scripture.

“Wait on the Lord: be of 
good courage, and he shall 
strengthen thine heart: wait, 
I say, on the Lord” (Psalm 
27:14).

In my Christian life, the 
best thing I can do is get out 
of God’s way and let Him 
do His work His way. If I 
don’t, I mess up everything 
in my life.

Dr. James L. Snyder 
lives in Ocala, FL with 
the Gracious Mistress of 
the Parsonage. Telephone 
1-352-216-3025, e-mail 
jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.jamess-
nyderministries.com.



Have you ever watched 
a bird sleeping on its perch 
and never falling off? How 
does it manage to do this?

The secret is the tendons 
of the bird’s legs. They are 
so constructed that when 
the legs are bent at the 
knees, the claws contract 
and grip like a steel trap. 

The claws refuse to let go 
until the knees are unbent 
again. The bended knees 
give the bird the ability 
to hold on to his perch so 
tightly.

This experience can be 
the secret of the holding 
power of the Christian. 

Daniel found this to be 
true. Surrounded by pagan 
environment and tempted 
to compromise with evil 
when urged to weaken his 
grip on God, he refused to 
let go. 

Daniel held firm when 
others faltered because 
he was a man of prayer. 
He knew the power of the 
bended knees.

Furthermore, from sleep-
ing birds we can learn the 
secret of holding things that 
are most precious to us. 

That secret is the knees 
bent in prayer, seeking to 
get a firmer grip on those 
values that make life worth 
living. 

When we hold firmly to 
God in prayer, we can be 
assured He will hold tightly 
to us.

When You Want To Ask 

God Why? God said that 
because you have longed to 
save My World, I have let 
you have the training that 
prepares you to save.

Take your pains and suf-
ferings, your difficulties 
and hardships each day 
and offer them up for one 
troubled soul or for some 
prayer especially needed to 
be answered. 

And, the beauty of each 

day will live on after the 
trouble and distress; the dif-
ficulty and pain of the day 
have passed.

Learn from Me of the 
suffering that saves oth-
ers. So that you will sing in 
your pain; across the gray-

est days are the gleams of 
sunlight.

See not the small trials 
and vexations of each hour 
of the day. See the one pur-
pose and plan to which all 
are leading. 

If in climbing a mountain 
you keep your eyes on each 
stony or difficult place, as 
you ascend, seeing only 
that, how weary and profit-
less your climb.

But, if you think of each 
step as leading to the sum-
mit of achievement, from 
which glories and beau-
ties will open out before, 
then your climb will be so 
different. If in doubt, ask 
those that won the Gold, 

Silver and Bronze in any 
Olympic.

Obedience With a Cost.  
“Ever since I went to Pha-
raoh to speak in Your name,  
he has brought trouble 
upon this people and You 
have not rescued Your peo-
ple at all.” Exodus 5:23

Have you ever felt like 
you have been obedient to 
the Lord for something He 
called you to do and all you 
get are more roadblocks?

This is the way Moses 
must have felt when he 
went to tell Pharaoh to re-
lease the people because 
God said so, Pharaoh sim-
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I’m telling Mom!
When you were small, 

those words were often 
enough to send a chill 
down your spine. One 
quick tattle to the woman 
who bore you, and you 
were in trouble. That sim-
ple phrase always kept you 
in line, at least until you 
were grown. By then, as in 
the new book, “A Soldier’s 
Wife” by Blair Underwood 
with Ylonda Gault, Mom 
had something to tell you.

Marilyn Underwood had 
kept every scrap of paper 
that ever passed through 
her fingers.

That, says her son, au-
thor and actor Blair Un-
derwood, is how it seemed. 
After her death from mul-
tiple sclerosis nearly six 
years ago, Mrs. Under-
wood’s children found 
piles and piles of notes, 
notebooks, lists, random 
thoughts, and memories 
she’d written down. Paper 
was everywhere.

She’d said many times 
that she was “putting to-
gether a memoir of sorts,” 

and after looking over what 
she’d left, Underwood 
thought the collection 
would make a good chil-
dren’s book. He was later 
convinced that his mother’s 
story was bigger than that.

Marilyn Ann Scales Un-
derwood was an only child, 
and was raised to be inde-
pendent. Born and reared 
in Buffalo, New York, she 
attended an all-girls school 
with a big dream to work 
in the fashion industry. She 
indicated that her mother 
was brave to let her go, but 
Underwood knew that her 
career was really in New 
York City. She was right; 
she thrived there.

Laser-focused on her 

work, Underwood was in 
no hurry to do as most late-
1950s women did, and get 
married; though friends 
urged her to date, it was not 
a priority until she met the 
love of her life, Frank. She 
loved him instantly. They 
were engaged three weeks 
after meeting, and married 
three months later.

“One thing about me,” 
she wrote. “When I set my 
mind on something, you 
can believe it’s as good as 
done.”

There are really two 
ways to look at “A Sol-
dier’s Wife.”

On one side, it feels al-
most random. Marilyn 
Underwood was a strong, 
independent woman, an 
inspiration to those who 
knew her – but most of us 
didn’t. While the writings 
author Blair Underwood 
compiles here are wise and 
funny, they’re not earth-
shattering and there may 
be times when they won’t 
hold your interest.

But they’re exactly what 
you need, exactly when 
you need them.

Reading this book is like 

getting a letter from your 
grandma. The essays here 
are warm, with remind-
ers to pray to a purposeful 
Higher Power, that life’s a 
struggle but it’s worth liv-
ing, and that suffering hap-
pens. There’s love in this 
book – lots of it! - gratitude, 

gentleness, and old-fash-
ioned values. It’s sweetly 
quaint, but firm. And yes, 
it’s random, but consider it 
as a hug from somebody’s 
mom when you’re down, 
because that’s rather what 
it is.

Just remember that no 

book has to be read cov-
er-to-cover. You can skip 
around, and you’ll be fine 
with this one, whenever 
you need its comfort. “A 
Soldier’s Wife” could be 
meaningful or meaningless 
to you at various times, 
only you can tell.

NDG Bookshelf: ‘A Soldier’s Wife’ is Like a Warm Voice from the Past

ply got angry and made the 
people make bricks without 
straw.

Moses caught the blame 
for this from the people. 
Moses was just learn-
ing what obedience really 
means in God’s Kingdom.

You see, Moses had 
not even begun to release 
plagues upon Egypt. He 
hadn’t even gotten started 
yet in his calling, and he 
was complaining about his 
circumstances.

There were many more 

encounters with Pharaoh 
to come and many more 
plagues with no deliver-
ances in sight. Why would 
God tell Moses that He is 
going to deliver them and 
not do it?

It was all in timing. God 
never said when He was 
going to deliver. He just 
said He would. In the next 
chapter of the story, we find 
Moses arguing with God 
about not being capable of 
the job that God had called 
him to do.

“But, Moses said to the 
Lord, ‘If the Israelites will 
not listen to me, why would 
Pharaoh listen to me, since 
I speak with faltering 
lips?’Now, the Lord spoke 
to Moses and Aaron about 
the Israelites and Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt, and He com-
manded them to bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt.” 
Exodus 6:12-13.

(Editor’s Note: This col-
umn originally ran in May 
2016. Sister Tarpley passed 
away in May 2024. We keep 
her words alive in aour 
print edition every week.)


